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The initial attraction for the RVing lifestyle may be an overwhelm-
ing sense of wanderlust to begin with, but after you fi nd your 
paradise, set up camp and enjoy the sights for a bit, another, 
equally important aspect no doubt pops up: community. Like 

any other passion or hobby, RVers fi nd that nothing beats enjoying the 
activities we love like experiencing them with others who feel the same 
as we do. Whether it’s a campfi re at dusk, a daylong hike beginning at 
dawn or a weekend excursion to explore the countryside, things are 
much more satisfying if we have others with which to share them.

And with the snowbird season in 
full swing, it’s this sense of community 
that becomes more and more 
prevalent among RVers. Because 
snowbirds fl ock to warmer climes for 
months at a time, it’s more important 
than ever to discover a destination that 
not only provides all the amenities, 
entertainment and activities you’ll 
need, but also one that fosters a sense 
of fellowship and camaraderie with 
the other motorhome owners you’ll 
encounter at your home away from 
home. Think about the neighborhood 
surrounding your stick home: life is so 
much more fulfi lling when you click 
with your neighbors than when you 
merely tolerate each other.

The same goes for motorhome 
owners, snowbirds or otherwise. When 
everybody shares the same interests, 
things go much more smoothly.

That’s why we’ve rounded up some 
of the top snowbird-friendly resorts 
across the region of the country 

known as the Sun Belt. As you’ll read 
in “Homeward Bound,” the featured 
resorts and communities offer so 
much more than just full hookups 
and a picnic table. In fact, some even 
offer the opportunity to purchase a 
residence — complete with RV garage 
— so you’re guaranteed a vacation spot 
(or new permanent dwelling) year-
round. Turn to page 32 for more.

But the sense of community 
goes well beyond where you park 
your motorhome for the winter, for 
the weekend or simply just for the 
night. You don’t even need to leave 
your motorhome to fi nd a group of 
like-minded adventurers eager to 
share their stories, experiences, top 
motorhome products or even favorite 
restaurants. 

MotorHome’s growing online 
community is a great way to keep up 

with the latest in all things RV, and 
offers the opportunity for others to 
hear your voice in a safe, moderated 
environment. We post many of our 
popular columns, features and de-
partments to allow our readers to 
exchange ideas and comments on 
the magazine’s content. And, if you’re 
looking to become a DIY master 
craftsman, our YouTube channel 
(which we share with our sister publi-
cation, Trailer Life) features dozens of 
how-to videos on many of the everyday 
tasks of the modern motorhome 
owner, and continues to add content 
even as we speak. Check out the 
graphic on this page for the addresses 
to our popular Facebook, YouTube and 
Instagram pages.

Finally, you can always log on to 
www.motorhome.com for industry 
news and the latest in motorhome 
products. We’re in the process of 
updating the site for a more user-
friendly experience we’re sure 
you’ll love. And while you’re there, 
subscribe to our monthly eNewsletter.

It’s easy to feel like part of 
a community when you own a 
motorhome. Whether you’re on the 
road, at a resort community or just 
surfi ng the web, let MotorHome 
magazine show you the way. 

ON RAMP

The Art of Community
By Kristopher Bunker
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Contributors | November

Morey Edelman and his wife, Ruth, 
are adventure-loving RVers who 
travel six month a year in their 
2017 Winnebago Sunstar. They are 
continually amazed at the sights 
they encounter while on the road.

Ann Eichenmuller is a Virginia 
freelance writer who loves exploring 
the country with her husband, Eric, 
in their Minnie Winnie. Ann is the 
author of the novel Kind Lies (www.
hightidepublications.com).

Larry MacDonald is a Canadian 
freelancer who sold his “sticks and 
bricks” and travels full-time with 
his wife, dog and cat. He writes 
about their adventures on his 
website www.landyachting.ca.

“ MotorHome’s growing online community is a great 
way to keep up with the latest in all things RV. ”
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• S• Slow/Rapid Leak Alert
• Visual and Audible Alarms
• Anti-Theft Valve Locks
• Flow-Through Adapters Available
• Award Winning Customer Support
• Setup in 5 to 10 mins.
• Includes Signal Booster

TireMinder® TM-77

P
M D

L

Charged

Signal Loss

PRESSURE

HIGH
LOW

TEMP
HIGH

LEAK

SLOW
RAPID

SMARTPHONE

VER
SIO

N AVAILABLE

Minder Research, Inc. 
(772) 463-6522

www.MinderResearch.com

Award Winning Tire 
Monitoring System

Th
e 

M
in

de
r 

R
es

ea
rc

h,
 C

ir
cl

e 
1

3
1

 o
n 

R
ea

de
r 

S
er

vi
ce

 C
ar

d
5

 S
ta

r 
Tu

ni
ng

, 
C

ir
cl

e 
1

0
1

 o
n 

R
ea

de
r 

S
er

vi
ce

 C
ar

d

November 2017  MotorHome  5

MH1711-Masthead.indd   8/24/17   11:08 AM   - 5 -    (Cyan)MH1711-Masthead.indd   8/24/17   11:08 AM   - 5 -    (Magenta)MH1711-Masthead.indd   8/24/17   11:08 AM   - 5 -    (Yellow)MH1711-Masthead.indd   8/24/17   11:08 AM   - 5 -    (BlacK)



6  MotorHome  November 2017

Featured Letter

Those are the questions we asked in the August issue, and 
here are some of the responses we received.

P.O. BOX FROM OUR READERS

Do you have a security system installed 
on your motorhome? If so, which brand 
is it, and are you happy with the results?

High-Tech Security
I installed a Videofi ed wireless video 
alarm system with all doors, windows 
and external storage doors covered 
with a contact sensor. I installed two 
internal and two external video-clip 
cameras in the RV, as well as one 
internal and two door video-clip 
cameras in the trailer we pull. 

The system is completely armed 
when in storage so that if someone 
approaches the RV or trailer, the 
external video-clip cameras send 
a short video to me and the central 
station for viewing. If someone opens 
the doors, windows or external storage 
cabinets, the alarm siren goes off 
and an alarm message is sent to the 
central station about the breach. The 
internal video-clip camera sends 
videos to central station and me, giving 
visibility of activities inside the RV or 
trailer during the alarm. Having visual 
confi rmation of an alarm speeds up 
police response.

When the RV is being used on a 
trip, we arm both the perimeter and 
internal video-clip cameras when we 
leave the RV behind for an excursion or 
dinner. We arm the perimeter without 

Bark Alert
We travel with a 120-pound German shepherd dog as our security system, 
and park in all kinds of places. We’ve had no problems so far.
Dave Waatti | Kalispell, Montana

the internal or external cameras when 
we are sleeping in the RV. We only arm 
it at night if we are concerned about 
the area we are staying in.

When the RV is being worked on 
at a service provider, we program the 
system to set itself in the evening and 
disarm itself in the morning. In this 
manner, it is protected overnight while 
in the shop’s storage area.

We love this system because it 
is as mobile as the RV. It works on 
lithium batteries that need replacing 
every 12-16 months, therefore long 
storage durations are not an issue and 
it does not drain the RV battery. The 
system is turned on and off by a key 
fob or wireless keypad. The connection 
to central station is via cell service; 
so as long as you are in an area with 
cell service (minimum of 3G), you will 
always be connected to central station.

Due to the central station require-
ment, this system is only sold through 
certifi ed dealers. We bought ours from 
Perimeter Protection (www.perimeter
protectionusa.com), which preprograms 
and ships nationally. This system only 
took about fi ve hours to install.
Kenny B. | Placentia, California

OEM Alarm
Our 2012 Sunseeker is built on a 2011 
Ford E-450 chassis. It has the standard 
Ford factory automobile-style security 
system in the cab. That’s been plenty for 
us. Once we went to dinner and left our 
dog in the motorhome. In minutes, we 
got a call from the RV park manager, 
telling us our alarm was going off 
repeatedly. A neighboring RV had their 
dogs outside, and our 25-pound dog’s 
jumping from seat to seat as he barked 
at those dogs had triggered the alarm.
George R. Woodside | Via email

Wireless Bargain
So far I haven’t felt the need to install 
a traditional security system on our 
RV. Although I have a wireless device 
that I picked up from Harbor Freight for 
less than $20 (batteries not included), 
it was designed as a driveway warning 
alarm. With the use of hook-and-loop 
fastener, you can temporarily attach 
the transmitter externally and the 
receiver inside the coach will chime 
when the signal is broken. 

This can be particularly helpful if 
you are camping where you may have 
concerns of an unwanted visitor, be it 
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ADVENTURE TO GO!
America’s Most Popular 

Inflatable Kayak!

Just
$349*

FREE
GROUND SHIPPING 
to 48 Contiguous US

GO Anywhere, Anytime!
Easy Carry, Easy Paddle!
Paddle wild rivers, remote ponds, 
secluded bays, scenic lakes... even 
ocean surf! Just pull it out of your 
motorhome and head to the water. 
You can even check it as luggage and 
head to paradise. Just 32 lbs, it holds up 
to 650 lbs and is great to use solo or with 
friends. 
Special Sale - NOW $349* COMPLETE
*NY & WA residents add sales tax. 

WITH FREE GROUND SHIPPING
To 48 Contiguous United States

SE370 Pro Package Includes:
• Two 8’ Paddles
• Two Deluxe Kayak Seats
• One Foot Pump
• One Nylon Carry Bag

head to paradise. Just 32 lbs, it holds up 
to 650 lbs and is great to use solo or with to 650 lbs and is great to use solo or with to 650 lbs and is great to use solo or with to 650 lbs and is great to use solo or with 

Fits in a bag!
Stows in your 
motorhome’s basement!

Dept MH117B, 
19 N. Columbia St., Suite 1
Port Jefferson, NY 11777

/SeaEagleBoats

1-800-944-7496
for FREE color catalog 

All Climate: Wind, High Sun Exposure, Moisture, Snow

Available at over 5,000 Dealers in North America!
Visit us online at www.ADCOprod.com 

Call us at (800) 541-2326

4 FREE TRAVEL TYRE GARDS IN EVERY 
DESIGNER + WIND RV COVER BOX!

Available at over 5,000 Dealers in North America!Available at over 5,000 Dealers in North America!

Fits Class A, Class C, Travel Trailer, 5th Wheel, Toy Hauler

Slip-Seam Strapping System
Cinches at the top and bottom for a perfectly 

snug �t and to minimize wind impact

PATENT PENDINGPATENT PENDING

P.O. BOX

bear, Bigfoot or otherwise. It can also 
be positioned high on the RV pointing 
downward keeping a smaller signal 
footprint or place the transmitter away 
from the RV such as tied to a tree or 
table and pointed back to the rig, this 
can eliminate false signals from the 
wind blowing the trees. 
Jerry on Route 66 | Via email

Two-Buck Fix
In September 2010, several 
motorhomes in our RV lot were broken 
into, and numerous items were stolen. 
A pry bar was inserted into a slide 
window, opening the lock so they could 
slide the window open. Once inside 
they opened the cabinets, cupboards 
and bedroom closet doors looking for 
prescription drugs, electronics and 
anything they could sell. 

We were lucky: The only items 
missing inside were a wristwatch, 
two walkie-talkies and about $30 in 
quarters. Unfortunately, they found the 
key to our basement doors and took a 
large, full toolbox and an electric drill. 
Our homeowner’s insurance policy 
covered our loss, less the deductible. 

I looked at security systems and 
determined no one would hear them 
in the RV lot. So, I went to Home Depot 
and purchased 10 feet of ¾-inch PVC 
pipe for $1.68. We now have seven 
windows that have a section of PVC 
pipe placed in the window groove. The 
windows will not slide open, even when 
they’re unlocked. 
Dan Mathews | Oceanside, California

Stick It to ’Em
I simply got a few ADT Security 
stickers and put them on the doors 
and windows. We had our Class C in a 
storage unit for more than two years, 
and no one touched it.
Roy Owens | Pennsylvania

Viper Pit
After an expensive break-in (mainly 
door and frame damage), we installed 
a Viper Security System and it has 
worked well. It’s not easy to find a car 
alarm/sound system installer to work 
on a motorhome. We found one and it 
was not too expensive, at around $200. 
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3 Bay Track Way, Ocklawaha, Florida 32179    –    866-204-5506    –    LakeWeirPreserve.com

Naturally wooded surroundings. Large lots. Custom homes with RV garages. 
And friendly neighbors. You’ll find all this and more at Lake Weir Preserve in 
lovely Central Florida. Call us today for the latest information on a new way of life.

• RV Garages (full hookups)
• Workshop/Hobby Spaces
• No HOA Fee & No CDD

• Minutes from shopping, dining, golf & boating 
• Prices from $200s to $500s
• Ask about our special incentives

Where nature is more than an amenity.

It’s a way of life.

Obtain the property report required by federal law and read it before signing anything. No Federal Agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property. Lake Weir Preserve
is a collection of fine properties owned by Silver Spring Shores Investments, LLC (“SSSI”) within Silver Springs Shores. Prices are subject to change without notice. Homes are 
constructed and sold by Builders not affiliated with SSSI. SSSI is simply the developer of the Subdivision. Void where prohibited by law. SSSI, 2008-2018.  All rights reserved. La
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THE ADVENTURE YOU’VE BEEN WAITING FOR.
THE LUXURY YOU DESERVE.

THE QUIETEST RIDING, BEST HANDLING COACH ON THE MARKET TODAY. PERIOD.

We pair revered quality and breakthrough technology so you can confidently embark on the adventure of a lifetime.  
With delicately crafted interiors, head-turning exteriors and world-class technology, you’ll find taking to the road is a breeze.

• En-telligent™ VegaTouch whole coach command center with larger touchscreen controls and HDMI input

• Blind Spot Monitoring System

• En-telligent Collision Mitigation System from OnGuard™ automatically brakes in dangerous situations

• Electronic stability control recognizes irregularities in steering and helps stabilize the coach to prevent 

tilting and swaying

• Third brake light signals when the brake is applied

• Low-beam LED headlights

• Passive steer tag axle

To learn more—and find your nearest dealer—visit EntegraCoach.com

Some features not available on all models.

ENT 5678-01 Print Ad Dev_Half Page.indd   1 5/18/17   8:51 AM

P.O. BOX

It includes vibration sensing and has 
warning chirps for small vibrations. 
Lots of features can be programmed, 
but are mostly unnecessary. As with 
most of these, a very small amount of 
current is drawn (which can add up).
Robert Flemming | Draper, Utah

More Power
I just had a Banks PowerPack installed 
on our 26-foot Class C motorhome, 
which is built on a 2016 Ford E-450 
Super Duty chassis with a 6.8-liter 
V-10 engine. I had considered the 
PowerPack a few months ago; however, 
after reading the August “Power Up” 
article, I looked at it again. It happened 
to be on sale, discounted $300, with 
free shipping so I purchased it. 

The garage that performed the 
installation is 50 miles away from 
our house so I towed a 4,600-pound 
Tacoma on a 2,600-pound, 16-foot 
tilt trailer behind the motorhome to 
the garage and then towed the trailer 
home behind the Tacoma. The trip to 

pick up the coach with the PowerPack 
installed was the reverse of dropping 
it off, and my comparison so far is in 
driving the motorhome while towing 
7,000 pounds. I am impressed! There 
is a noticeable power difference in 
town and on the highway with less 
downshifting when driving through 
the foothills of Colorado. I can’t wait 
for our next trip through the Colorado 
mountains without a tow vehicle to see 
how it performs. 

Be prepared to have a hard time 
finding a garage to do the installation 
— Banks helped me with that — and 
be prepared to spend something ap-
proaching the cost of the PowerPack 
for the installation. Despite the 
increased power in our motorhome, we 
are looking at a 1,400-pound, 14-foot 
trailer and an older 3,500-pound, 
four-cylinder Jeep Wrangler to make 
traveling that much easier.
Mark Thrailkill | Via email

Editor’s note: We received a large 

amount of responses to our July 
Question of the Month, regarding 
getting around upon arrival at the 
campsite. We even posted extra 
submissions on our website at: http://
www.motorhome.com/rv-travel-news/
web-exclusive-october-p-o-box/.

Well, the letters keep pouring in, so 
here are even more of the comments 
we have received:

Get Your Swag On
One of your readers asked about getting 
around without a tow vehicle, and I’d 
like to share what I got for my birthday, 
as we rarely have a dinghy vehicle with 
us. I wanted an electric scooter, but one 
that was lightweight and easily brought 
into our Class A for when we are on the 
road. After a lot of searching, I decided 
on the Swagtron SwagCycle E-Bike, 
which is a folding electric bicycle with a 
10-mile range, a collapsible frame and 
a handlebar display.

Having just returned from Fort 
Myers Beach, I can say I am so glad 
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THE ADVENTURE YOU’VE BEEN WAITING FOR.
THE LUXURY YOU DESERVE.

THE QUIETEST RIDING, BEST HANDLING COACH ON THE MARKET TODAY. PERIOD.

We pair revered quality and breakthrough technology so you can confidently embark on the adventure of a lifetime.  
With delicately crafted interiors, head-turning exteriors and world-class technology, you’ll find taking to the road is a breeze.

• En-telligent™ VegaTouch whole coach command center with larger touchscreen controls and HDMI input

• Blind Spot Monitoring System

• En-telligent Collision Mitigation System from OnGuard™ automatically brakes in dangerous situations

• Electronic stability control recognizes irregularities in steering and helps stabilize the coach to prevent 

tilting and swaying

• Third brake light signals when the brake is applied

• Low-beam LED headlights

• Passive steer tag axle

To learn more—and find your nearest dealer—visit EntegraCoach.com

Some features not available on all models.

ENT 5678-01 Print Ad Dev_Half Page.indd   1 5/18/17   8:51 AM

I got it. It’s portable and light enough 
that we can easily bring it into the 
motorhome and lay it on the bed while 
we are on the road, yet sturdy enough 
for a 200-plus pound person! I had a 
blast riding it into town each day to 
go out to eat or grab something at the 
market. Based on the sizes, weights 
and prices of other electric scooters, 
I am very pleased with my Swagtron 
SwagCycle!
Julee Ellison | Crittenden, Kentucky

Class B Solution
We have a beautiful Leisure Travel 
Vans Unity TB. We hope to never need 
to tow a car, but we do have two great 
Elby one-speed electric assist bikes. 
They not only assist at different levels 
in lieu of gears, they also have a push-
button speed control that will take you 
up to 20 mph with no pedaling. With 
our aging knees, it seemed like a good 
way to go. 

We carry them on a hitch-mounted 
bicycle rack made by Thule (Easyfold 

9023) that is the only one we found that 
could take the weight of two electric 
bikes. It rides rock-steady, and we 
keep the rear camera pointed at the 
assembly, just in case.

With a backpack or panniers we 
do just fine for most of our local travel 
needs. Based on factory information 
and online reviews, we are supposed 
to get at least a 50-mile range, which 
covers about anything we want to do.
Craig Margo | Via email

Two Solutions
I retired two years ago and started the 
RV lifestyle seasonally traveling from 
spring to fall. Thus far, we have hit 
more than 30 states and circled the 
Great Lakes. Our favorite sites are the 
state parks, which have everything we 
are looking for (hiking, fishing, golf and 
larger campsites).

The downside to the Class A 
lifestyle is that once we are parked, we 
are parked, unless we walk or bike to 
nearby activities. As of yet we are not 

towing a vehicle, but sometimes find it 
handy to rent a car when we are in the 
private parks so that we can visit some 
other attractions.

Last year we purchased an electric 
bike made by Daymak and bought a 
carrier for the back of the motorhome. 
Daymak makes numerous models to 
suit just about any needs. I chose the 
Eagle model because of the extra-wide 
tires, bigger suspension and seat for 
two, in addition to the rack trap on the 
front and rear. I outfitted a milk crate 
for all my fishing gear on the rear 
carrier that is attached with bungee 
cords for quick removal.

The bike allows me to throw my 
golf clubs on my back and head to the 
course in the morning, or head out 
to the camp store for groceries. This 
model is 72 volts and plugs into the RV 
when a charge is needed.

The other campers love it since it 
is super quiet (too quiet really, as you 
can startle people who are walking), so 
you don’t disturb anyone in the early 

Jayco Entegra, Circle 118 on Reader Service Card
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FLAT TOWING IS A BREEZE
Receive brilliantly fast feedback with the 7” tablet 
display and Brake Lock Detection. RVibrake3 is 

unlike any other flat towing brake system.

•

Ownership & Reservations: (352) 569-1169 •  www.floridagrande.comOwnership & Reservations:Ownership & Reservations: (352) 569-1169 floridagrande

Send your comments to:
MotorHome, 2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email 
letters@motorhomemagazine.com 

For those who have downsized 
their motorhomes or are looking 
to do so, what were the deciding 
factors? What benefits (or disad-
vantages) do you see in owning 
a larger versus a more compact 
motorhome? 

Question of the Month

P.O. BOX

morning or evenings like most gas 
bikes would.

So far, I am very impressed with the 
bike. It does weigh 200 pounds, so it is 
a little cumbersome to load and unload, 
but the process becomes easier every 
time we do it. I bought an aluminum 
carrier with a ramp that easily slides 
on and off the hitch receiver that came 
with the motorhome. Another positive 
is that being an electric bike there is no 

license necessary to operate it in most 
provinces and states.
Frank O’Doherty | Aurora, Ontario, Canada

Going Down
We have owned all kinds of RVs 
over the years, but have enjoyed 
our motorhomes the most. We are 
interested in knowing why so many 
RVers are downsizing and what con-
stitutes the choices they make. For us, 

going from a Class A Itasca Meridian 
to a Class C Coach House Platinum 
makes sense — at this stage in our 
lives, we are looking for quality and re-
liability in a small motorhome. But for 
other motorhome owners, they might 
choose something else. What drives 
their decision? I would like to know 
why people choose one motorhome 
over another when downsizing.
Thomas Francis | Via email 
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NOW AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL RV DEALERSHIP AND XANTREX AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTRE 

YOUR GATEWAY 
TO WORRY FREE 

DRY CAMPING

AN IDEAL UPGRADE FOR A BROKEN OR 
WORN OUT CONVERTER, THE
FREEDOM XC OFFERS AN
ALL-IN-SOLUTION THAT GIVES YOU THE 
CONFIDENCE AND FREEDOM TO ENJOY 
ANY TRIP. ANYTIME. ANYWHERE.

AC power for residential fridge & other appliances

Charges batteries more efficiently than a converter

Dead battery charging down to 0 Vdc

Designed for all climate temperatures -4ºF to 140ºF

Compatible with Lithium Ion BMS

Integrates with RV’s solar panel system

Copyright © 2017 Schneider Electric. All Rights Reserved. All trademarks are owned by Schneider Electric Industries SAS or its affiliated companies.

1-800-621-12711-877-483-57471-800-755-47751-888-350-88321-888-626-7576

Xantrex, Circle 136 on Reader Service Card
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ESCAPES

Native Americans who considered the waters of Ojo 
Caliente sacred gathered here for thousands of 
years. The Spaniards found it in the 1500s while 

on their quest for gold and the Fountain of Youth. In 1868, 
Antonio Joseph built the fi rst bathhouse, making Ojo Caliente 
Mineral Springs one of the fi rst natural health resorts in the 
country. Since then, the spa has undergone major improve-
ments while maintaining its Old-World charm. The resort 
has a variety of lodging accommodations, including an RV 
park with sites nestled among cottonwood trees.

Located an hour north of Santa Fe, New Mexico, the hot 
springs have a unique combination of four mineral waters: 

lithia, iron, soda and arsenic. More than 100,000 gallons 
of sulfur-free, geothermal mineral waters feed 11 pools, 
including the new Mud Area. These waters are believed 
to relieve digestive problems, depression and symptoms 
of arthritis, and benefi t the immune system and several 
skin conditions. My perfect day at Ojo Caliente began with 
a hike along one of the trails on the 1,100-acre property 
— followed by a soak and massage — and ended with a 
delicious, farm-to-table meal at the Artesian Restaurant. 
There’s a 3-acre farm on-site, confi rming the resort’s 
commitment to health and wellness. 

For more information, call 800-222-9162, or visit 
http://ojocaliente.ojospa.com.

Southwestern Soak
Visit New Mexico’s Ojo Caliente Mineral Springs Spa and Resort for a rejuvenating dip in mineral waters 

by Mary Zalmanek

16 ROAD FOODIE  |  18 WHEELS & GEAR  |  20 CROSSROADS
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Plush Pusher 
Newmar’s 2018 Ventana 
lineup offers 14 fl oorplans 
with residential comfort 
and amenities. pg. 18

Above: The Cliffside Pools are fi lled with a combination of iron and 
arsenic mineral waters, believed to be benefi cial to blood and immune 
systems, to provide relief from arthritis and stomach ulcers, and to 
heal a variety of skin conditions. From far left: Celebrating its 150th 
anniversary in 2017, Ojo Caliente Mineral Springs Resort and Spa has 
11 pools, a full-service spa, 48 lodging units, an RV park, restaurant, 
gift shop and numerous hiking and biking trails on 1,100 acres. Tana 
and Brandon Renner relax at the RV park after enjoying the spa.

14  MotorHome  November 2017
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FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 1.844.4PALARV (1.844.472.5278)
Pala RV Resort: 11042 Hwy 76, Pala, CA 92059 • PALACASINO.COM
Please Gamble Responsibly. Gambling Helpline 1-800-522-4700

The votes are in, and the Pala Casino RV Resort has been named one 
of the best places to spend your vacation. Come discover fun and 
excitement in the foothills of the Palomar Mountains. You’ll enjoy 
comfort, fantastic amenities and unbelievable views. This luxurious 
RV Resort has a heated pool and 2 spas, and it is just a short shuttle 
ride to the four-diamond Pala Casino Spa and Resort. your next great vacation

PALA RV
RESORT

100 Full-service sites
• Grass Lawns and Picnic Tables
• 77 – 30’ x 55’ Back-In-Sites 
• 6 – 30’ x 60’ Luxury Sites with BBQ Grills
• 17 – 30’ x 70’ Pull-Through Sites
• 20-30-50 Amp Power
• Electric, Water & Sewer Hook-ups
• Free Wi-Fi & Cable TV
• Restrooms & Showers
• Key Card Access to Amenities
• 24-hour Security Patrol
• Propane Fuel Available
• Free Shuttle to Casino

indoor amenities
• Games, Billiard Table, Card Tables    •  3 Flat-Screen TVs

outdoor amenities
• Heated Pool    •  5 BBQ Grill Areas    •  Table Tennis
• Horseshoe Pit    •  Fenced Dog Park

for additional charge
• Clubhouse with 2 Kitchens    •  Laundry (24 Hours)
• 3 Pets Per RV ($5/Pet – 7-Day Restrictions)
• Early Check-In/Late Check-Out (Based on Availability)
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ROAD FOODIE
ESCAPES

During the holidays, we always make some tradi-
tional dishes, but I like to fi nd something to add 
a new “wow” to the table. This year, my holiday 

menu includes grilled artichokes, an easy yet elegant 
dish.

In most places in North America, artichokes are 
available year-round. While there are more than 140 
varieties of artichoke, only about 40 varieties are grown 
commercially and, in this country, the most common 
is the globe artichoke (aka the “French” or “green” 
artichoke). The name “artichoke” comes from the 
northern Italian words “articiocco” and “articclos,” 
meaning pinecone, referring to the vegetable’s multiple 
leaves. 

Artichokes, natives of the Mediterranean and the 
Canary Islands, are members of the thistle group of the 
sunfl ower family. The part we eat is the plant’s fl ower 
bud. If you don’t harvest artichoke buds, they blossom 
into big, violet-blue fl owers.

Artichokes are easy to grow, but they need space, as 
they spread out about 6 feet and grow up to 3-4 feet tall. 
One plant will produce multiple artichokes for 5-10 years. 

If you’ve never enjoyed an artichoke, you may wonder 
how to eat them. They’re steamed or boiled until the 
stem and center are relatively soft, and the leaves pull 
out easily from the center. They can be eaten hot or cold. 
To eat, pull off outer petals one at a time. Then dip the 
fl eshy base of each petal into sauce (often mayonnaise) 
or melted butter; pull through your teeth to remove the 
soft, pulpy petal portion. Discard the remaining petal. 
Continue until all petals have been removed. Then 
spoon out the fuzzy center at the base and discard. The 
bottom, or heart, of the artichoke is entirely edible. Cut 
into small pieces and dip into sauce.

And mark your calendars for next June, when 
Castroville, California — the heart of the state’s 
artichoke universe — holds its annual artichoke festival 
June 2-3, 2018 (http://artichokefestival.org).

Have a favorite artichoke recipe you’d like to share?
Email bobbie@realfoodtraveler.com with “Artichoke” in the 
subject line.

By Bobbie Hasselbring
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Grilled Holiday
Artichokes

 4 large artichokes
 1 cup olive oil
 1⁄3 cup balsamic vinegar
 1 tablespoon garlic, chopped
 1 tablespoon parsley leaves, chopped 
 ½ teaspoon salt
 ¼ teaspoon black pepper, freshly ground

Grilled Lemon Mayonnaise
 2 lemons, cut in half
 ½-¾ cup mayonnaise

Above: A single artichoke plant will produce several artichokes each 
season for 5-10 years.

GRILLED 
ARTICHOKES WITH 
GRILLED LEMON 
MAYONNAISE

Fill a pot ¾ full with water, add some salt and boil 
artichokes for 15 minutes, until bottoms are just tender 
and can be pierced, and an outer leaf pulls out easily. 
Drain and cool.

Cut artichokes into quarters and cut out the fuzzy 
center and inner prickly leaves. 

In a bowl, combine olive oil, vinegar, garlic, parsley, 
salt and pepper. Add artichoke quarters and toss to 
coat. Marinate 2-4 hours, turning occasionally. 

Preheat grill to medium-high. Remove artichokes 
from marinade and grill, turning until warmed through 
and slightly charred (about 5 minutes). Place on platter 
and serve with Grilled Lemon Mayonnaise.

To make the mayonnaise, grill the lemon halves, cut 
sides down, until charred, about 1 minute. Squeeze the 
lemon into the mayonnaise and serve with the artichokes.

This recipe, a family favorite, is adapted from celebrity 
chef, Emeril Lagasse.
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Savings can take you to 
amazing sights.

geico.com  |  1-877-434-2678  |  Local O�ce

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of 
Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2017 GEICO
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WHEELS & GEAR
ESCAPES

When the weather 
turns foul and we’re 
forced to store our 
motorhomes, the use 
of a tire cover can go 
a long way toward 
protecting the tires 
to prolong their life. 
Zip-Tight Tire Covers 
are designed to contour to the tires for a snug 
fi t, and can simply be slipped over the tire 
then zipped closed. The company says the 
covers will not come off in the wind, and the 
tight fi t minimizes the amount of debris that 
can get behind the cover and damage the tire. 
And since the covers are made without bulky 
cables or ties, they neatly fold up and take up 
very little storage room. The tire covers are 
available in four colors, two types of vinyl and 
sizes to fi t eight different tire sizes. MSRP 
starts at $47.
Zip-Tight Tire Covers | 661-480-5955, 
www.zip-tighttirecovers.com

Zip-Tight

Push It
Newmar Corp. celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2018 (as 
does MotorHome), and has kicked off the festivities with 
a bang with the introduction of the 2018 Newmar Ventana 
Class A diesel pusher. Built on the Freightliner XCR 
chassis, the Ventana is equipped with aluminum wheels, 
Comfort Drive steering control and recessed fuel tanks 
with crossover to fi ll from either side. Inside, solid-surface 
countertops, Flexsteel furniture, glazed cabinetry and a 
pillowtop mattress are befi tting of a Golden Anniversary, as 
are the recessed LED lights, top-shelf interior and exterior 
entertainment features, whole-coach water fi lter and 
standard 8.0-kW Cummins Onan diesel generator. Each of 
the 14 Ventana fl oorplans has been outfi tted with a double-
bowl stainless-steel sink and chef’s faucet in the galley, 
to go along with a sleek recessed cooktop. Most Ventana 
fl oorplans include a versatile sofa bed in the living area, 
while dinette choices include a Comfort Booth or desk/
dinette combo units. MSRP starts at $271,570.
Newmar Corp. | 800-731-8300, www.newmarcorp.com

Push It
Newmar Corp. celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2018 (as 

Freedom Roads
Xantrex has expanded its popular Freedom series with 
the launch of four new models. The new Freedom X 
models — two inverters and two inverters with a built-in 
charger — offer users a number of features including 
extended surge for motor loads, faster transfer time for 
quick transition from shore to battery, a huge wiring bay 
with quick-connect AC terminals and an easy-to-read 
onboard LED display. Xantrex says design of the new 
Freedom X series’ improved climate protection means the 
inverter will provide full output in temperatures ranging 
from minus 4 to 104 degrees Fahrenheit. All models 
include an internal 30-amp transfer switch and can be 
hardwired or installed with the optional GFCI outlet. Plus, 
the models with the built-in charger (X2000, XC2000) 
add power share, power factor correction, temperature 
compensation, dead-battery charging and custom charge 
algorithms for Li-Ion applications. All models meet UL458 
regulatory standards. MSRPs range from $440-$775.
Xantrex | 800-670-0707, www.xantrex.com

Show Me the Way
Rand McNally has announced a lineup 
of three new RV-specifi c devices 
designed to make traveling the country 
easier than ever. All three devices 
include Rand McNally’s navigation 
designed for 11 types of RVs and conventional automobiles, and 
also feature lifetime maps and millions of RV-friendly locations and 
amenities, according to the company. The OverDryve 7 RV (MSRP: 
$399.99) combines advanced navigation for RVs, a full Android tablet, 
voice assistance, a built-in dash cam, hands-free calling and texting, 
music streaming and more. The RV Tablet 70 (MSRP: $299.99) 
comes with a built-in dash cam and a video-input option for adding a 
rearview camera. As a tablet, it can be used to browse the web, check 
email and play games. Travelers can also manage and plan trips with 
the built-in TripMaker app and on-board Road Atlas. The entry-level 
RVND 7 GPS (MSRP: $199.99) is equipped with RV-centric points of 
interest, campgrounds and exclusive trip content.
Rand McNally | 800-275-7263, www.randmcnally.com/RV
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The Way to Go™

Turn lifelong dreams 
into unforgettable 
memories.  

The Winnebago® Forza® brings 

you the luxury, performance 

and style of a diesel pusher in a 

surprisingly affordable package. 

Three versatile floorplans 

provide a variety of living 

and sleeping configurations, 

including accommodations for 

up to nine.

The budget-friendly Forza is 

part of our complete lineup 

of motorhomes and towable 

RVs. With dozens of models 

to choose from, you’re sure to 

find one that fits your needs 

and budget — so you can create 

unforgettable memories of  

your own.

See them all at  

WinnebagoInd.com

Winn 
 “ B�t 
Memori� 
 Ever ”

WinnebagoInd.com

©2017 Winnebago Industries, Inc.

Winnebago Industries, Circle 135 on Reader Service Card
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CROSSROADS
ESCAPES

Patagonia, Arizona

Birds of a Feather

Gliding Into History
Lubbock, Texas

Some of our bird-watching friends 
told us that next time we visited 
Tucson, Arizona, we should take a 
one-hour drive south, toward the 
Mexico border, and spend a few days 
at Lake Patagonia. We took their 
advice, and we’re glad we did. This is 
one of the premier spots to see more 
than 50 species of birds in only a day 
of observation.

Arriving at Patagonia Lake State 
Park, we secured a nice campsite, 
grabbed our binoculars and headed 
to the visitor center. We picked up 
the long checklist of birds that can 
be observed in the park and started 
walking the paths along the lake and 
Sonoita Creek. We knew we were in 
for a great birding adventure when a 
roadrunner crossed our hiking path 
as we set out.

To further our birding experience, 
we signed up for the pontoon-
boat tour the next morning on the 
265-acre man-made lake. Led by a 
birding expert, we saw many of the 
feathered visitors to this lake out 
in the middle of the Arizona desert. 
We didn’t fi sh, but word had it that Ph
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The Silent Wings Museum in Lubbock, 
Texas, tells the story of the little-known 
U.S. Glider Program, which played an 
important part in World War II. From 
1942 to 1944, Lubbock was home to the majority of American glider pilots, and 
it was there that they received their fl ight training. The mission of the combat 
gliders was to deliver infantry, heavy weapons, ammunition and medical 
supplies to Allied forces. This usually meant landing behind enemy lines, 
often at night. The combat glider pilots knew that the fl ight into battle was a 
one-way trip, and once the towrope was released, there was no turning back. 

One of the exciting features of this museum is a restored Waco GC-4A’s 
glider, the main plane of the program, and one of only fi ve still in existence. 
Other exhibits include aircraft, photographs and various equipment.
For more information, call 806-775-3046 or go to www.mylubbock.us/
departmental-websites/departments/silent-wings-museum/home. 
— James Richardson

Texas, tells the story of the little-known 

1942 to 1944, Lubbock was home to the majority of American glider pilots, and 
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large-mouth bass were biting, and a 
rainbow trout or two could be caught. 
Boats can be rented at the park’s 
marina.

Patagonia Lake State Park has 
105 campsites, most with 20/30-amp 
or 50-amp service and water 
hookups. Many sites can accommo-
date a 40-foot or longer motorhome. 
When reviewing the site map, note 
that many campsites have ramadas 
with picnic tables.  
For more information, call 520-287-
6965 or visit www.azstateparks.com/
patagonia-lake. — Morey Edelman 
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• All electric  

• Self-contained, no  
   pumps, tanks or hoses

• No pre-charging required

• Works with Hybrids

• In-coach controller

• Breakaway included

• Two year warranty

Blue Ox, Circle 102 on Reader Service Card
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Yosemite, located in Central California, is always mentioned as 
one of America’s great national parks. We had passed through 
Yosemite before, and had done some of the usual touristy 

things — a walk to view Yosemite Falls, a stop at the excellent visitor 
center, dinner at The Majestic Yosemite Hotel — but this time we 
decided to really experience the park. We began by reading John 
Muir’s book, The Yosemite, and then we headed out to the park for a 
weeklong stay. 

It was late October as we drove in to Yosemite from the west via 
California Route 120. We passed through the park’s Big Oak Flat 
Entrance and pulled into Hodgdon Meadow Campground, which is 
located about 45 minutes northwest of Yosemite Valley. Although this 
campground is not particularly RV-friendly — with only 34 of its 104 
sites suitable for RVs — a very helpful campground host greeted us 
and picked out a suitable site for our 30-foot Winnebago. Between the 

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

GETAWAY

The Majesty of Yosemite

By Morey and Ruth Edelman

America’s third-oldest national park continues 
to inspire awe and wonder year-round
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trees and the unlevel sites, our host did a great 
job of helping us get situated. We did see some 
larger motorhomes, but wouldn’t recommend this 
campground for motorhomes longer than 36 feet. 
Once set up, we pulled out the park information 
provided to us at the park’s entrance station and 
began making our plans.

Because the Hodgdon Meadow Campground 
is near the Tioga Road turnoff, we decided that 
our fi rst day in the park would be spent driving 
along Tioga Road. We headed toward Tenaya 
Lake — between Yosemite Valley and Tuolumne 
Meadows — and had no problem driving our 
motorhome up to that point along the road. We 
found most of the viewpoints along the way to be 
RV-friendly. Looking down at Yosemite Valley, 
more than 3,000 feet below, we experienced the 
fi rst of many “wows” to come. At Tenaya Lake we 
hiked the loop trail around this beautiful alpine 
lake. Then we drove back to the Olmsted Point 
viewpoint where we walked to the edge of the 
canyon and looked down again into the valley. We 
could see Half Dome, Clouds Rest and so much 
more. We decided to explore the valley the next 

Hiking to Sentinel Dome results in panoramic 360-degree 
views of some of Yosemite’s best, including El Capitan.

 Shuttle Service   
Free shuttle services are available throughout the park. Two shuttles serve the Yosemite Valley, 
one of the park’s most popular destinations: Yosemite Valley shuttle, which operates year-round 
and provides service around eastern Yosemite Valley; and El Capitan shuttle, which operates from 
mid-June to early October and stops at El Capitan, Four Mile trailhead and the Valley Visitor Center. 
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day and headed back to our campsite 
at Hodgdon Meadow.

The next morning, under a robin-
egg-blue sky, we drove southeast 
along Route 120/Big Oak Flat Road. 
We passed the Merced Grove of Giant 
Sequoias, which is only about 4 miles 
from the campground, but we didn’t 
stop — we were just too excited to get 
to the valley. Our first destination was 
Yosemite Falls — the highest waterfall 
in the park, dropping a total of 2,425 
feet over three separate falls. It is awe-
inspiring. Little did we know at the time 
that this was just the beginning of a 
series of unbelievable sights we would 
experience in Yosemite. 

There are 10 campgrounds in the 
park that can accommodate RVs. None 
of the 10 facilities have hookups. Dump 
stations and potable water can be 
found at the entrance to Upper Pines 
Campground; as well as near Wawona 
Campground (summer only); and near 
Tuolumne Meadows Campground 
(summer only). If you are entering the 
park via Route 120 and require a full-
hookup site, there are a number of 
private RV parks from which to choose, 
including Yosemite Pines RV Resort 
and Family Lodging (209-962-7690, 
https://yosemitepinesrv.com).

We chose Upper Pines 
Campground as our home base for the 
next six days. Even though the sites 
are close together, the views of the 
surrounding valley more than made up 
for the tight quarters. Sites were level, 
and thanks to the park information, 
marked for different length RVs on the 
website. We had plenty of room in our 

chosen 35-foot spot. There were also 
a number of larger sites available for 
40-foot and longer motorhomes. Make 
note that reservations are strongly 
recommended, particularly in the peak 
time of summer. Unlike most reserva-
tions for national park campgrounds 
on www.recreation.gov, there is not the 
usual six-month window for booking. 
Yosemite’s reservable campsites are 
available up to five months in advance 
on the 15th of each month. These sites 
are in extremely high demand and are 
usually all booked within 20 minutes 
after they become available.

As noted, there are no hookups in 
the park, but all the campgrounds have 
restrooms with flush toilets. Showers 
are available at Half Dome Village, a 
short quarter-mile walk away. Half 
Dome Village also has a very well 
stocked General Store, a lounge 
(former activity room) with Wi-Fi (for 
a $5 fee), and a pizza restaurant and 
snack bar. Cell service is very spotty in 
the valley; we found the best place for 
service to be in the vicinity of the park’s 
visitor center.

Over the next five days, we rode 
along the valley’s bike trails, stopped 
at the visitor center, marveled at the 
art at the Ansel Adams Gallery, went to 
an evening program and video with Ron 
Kauk (a rock climber extraordinaire), 
and considered taking a four-hour 
class on digital photography. But all of 
this was nothing in comparison to our 
three all-day hikes.

It’s hard to choose a favorite, but 
our hike to Nevada Fall and Vernal Fall, 
using the John Muir and Mist Trails, 

From far left: The authors’ 
30-foot Winnebago proved 
to be an ideal mode of 
transport in most of the 
park; those with coaches 
longer than 30 feet may 
encounter some road 
restrictions. Tioga Road 
(closed from approxi-
mately November through 
May) is another location 
with “wows” around nearly 
every corner.

Right: Visitors to Glacier Point may feel like they’re on top of the world, with breathtaking sights in 
every direction. 

was the best. Walking the half-mile 
from Upper Pines Campground, we 
arrived at the trailhead at Happy 
Isles. Well-marked trail signs 
pointed us to the John Muir trail. 
We hiked 2.7 miles on the well-
maintained trail to Nevada Fall. 
We watched in awe as the water 
cascaded 594 feet down the granite 
wall. We then continued to Vernal 
Fall, watching our footsteps with 
the trail rocks. It was tough to keep 
our eyes on the trail when the vistas 
were so incredible. Arriving at 
Vernal Fall, we were again awed as 
torrents of water crashed over the 
upper rocks. We found a spot to sit 
and take in the view as we ate our 
packed lunch. 

As we left Vernal Fall the 
plunging water had formed a 
beautiful rainbow in the mist. The 
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GETAWAY
YOSEMITE

900 steps back down were a little tough, 
but going down was definitely easier 
than coming up. Finishing the hike 
after 9 miles and a 1,900-foot climb 
in elevation, we headed back to our 
campsite. (If this distance is too great, 
you can break this hike up into two 
separate hikes of 5.4 miles round trip to 
Vernal Fall, and 2.4 miles round trip to 
Nevada Fall.) We then took some much-
needed relaxation time on our return, 
sitting under the pine trees. As the sun 
set over the canyon’s walls, we lit a 
campfire, watching the stars appear 
and reflected on this wonderful day. 

To rest our bodies the next day, we 
elected the loop trail around Mirror 
Lake. This time we boarded the shuttle 
for the mile ride to the trailhead. This 
trail is mostly level, with great views 
looking up the valley as well as seeing 
the reflection in the lake. Once again 
we took our lunch and enjoyed sitting 
at the edge of the Tenaya River as it 
flowed by on its way to Mirror Lake. 
Completing the 5-mile hike, we felt 
good, and decided to take the park 
shuttle to the Yosemite Valley Lodge 
for dinner. Convenient shuttle service 
allowed us to keep our motorhome set 
up in camp, and to avoid the parking 
congestion at the trailheads. 

For our third day of hiking, we 
headed to Sentinel Dome, 3,000 feet 
above the valley floor. We broke camp 
early and drove our motorhome up 
Glacier Point Road. In season, there 
is a park shuttle, but since we were 
off-season (much less crowds), it was 
either hitchhike or drive. Arriving at 
the trailhead before 10 a.m., we had 
no problem parking. There is a 30-foot 
vehicle length restriction past the 
Sentinel Dome trailhead to Glacier Point. 

Once again, we loaded our 
backpacks and headed on a loop trail. 
Our first stop: Sentinel Dome, and its 
commanding views. The entire trail 
was 6 miles in length, but you could 
simply walk straight to the dome in 
less than 2 miles. What a feeling once 
we reached the top! The views of the 
valley, Half Dome and the surrounding 
landscapes were breathtaking! And 
yes, another perfect lunch stop; but 
we decided to continue on the trail, 

stopping right on the ridge where we 
could look down on the spectacular 
Yosemite Falls, which proved to be an 
even better stop.

With the hike completed, we 
continued on the road to Glacier Point. 
Being 30 feet long, our motorhome 
just met the restriction, and we were 
pleasantly surprised to find many 
parking sites suitable for our coach. Up 
on Glacier Point, we felt like we were 
on the top of the world.

By the end of our week in Yosemite 
the park had become one of our 
favorite places. If a trip to Yosemite is 
in your future, plan to spend at least 
a week in the area, and we encourage 
you to hike some of the trails to 
experience firsthand what John Muir 
first encountered almost 150 years ago 
in this iconic, very special location. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Yosemite National Park 
209-372-0200, www.nps.gov/yose

Top: Half Dome is one of the most  
recognizable landmarks in Yosemite. 
Middle: Yosemite is a great place for a 
picnic, and views like this serene setting 
are common. Below: Nevada Fall cascades 
594 feet down a granite wall.
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By Larry MacDonald

Northern residents who pack up their RVs in the fall and head 
south, seeking warmer climes over the winter months, are referred 
to as “snowbirds.” My wife, Sandy, and I have been snowbirding from 
Canada for the past 10 years to resorts in the Sun Belt — in our case, 

at locations in Arizona and California. This year we decided to spend the winter 
in Canada, with the intention of answering the question: Is this a viable option to 
heading south?

SNOWBIRDS IN VICTORIA
This Canadian city in British Columbia oozes Old World charm and   hospitality, while offering an abundance of activities for winter visitors

When we contacted the park in 
mid-November, their 120 transient, 
full-service sites were nearly full. 
Fortunately, a friendly staff person 
was able to shuffle some later arrivals 
to accommodate us through April. 
More than half of our neighbors were 
from other provinces where below-
freezing winter temperatures make 
RV living unbearable. Collectively, we 
might be considered a unique breed of 
snowbirds: those who escape winter’s 
wrath without migrating all the way to 
the Sun Belt!

Average temperatures in Victoria 
seldom get below freezing during the 
winter, and snow accumulation is rare. 
That said; the winter of 2016-17 was 
the coldest and snowiest in 20 years. 
Dampness was our primary concern, 
evidenced by moisture and mold 
buildup on our windows and walls. To 
solve this problem, we purchased a 
dehumidifier which, together with two 

Two areas within Canada are 
popular snowbird destinations: Osoyoos 
in the interior of British Columbia, 
and Victoria on the southern tip of 
Vancouver Island. We chose Victoria, 
British Columbia’s capital, because 
of its cosmopolitan ambiance and 
proximity to the ocean. It’s also said to 
have the mildest climate in Canada.

Since Victoria is on an island, you 
need to take a ferry to get there with 
your motorhome. From mainland 
British Columbia, the quickest route 
is BC Ferries’ Tsawwassen-to-Sidney 
(Swartz Bay), dropping you off a 
half-hour north of Victoria. From 

Washington, the Black Ball Ferry Line 
runs from Port Angeles to downtown 
Victoria. The ferry offers service 
year-round (except for two weeks in 
January) and has a 14-foot vertical 
clearance for motorhomes. Sailing 
time is 90 minutes. Washington State 
Ferries run from Anacortes to Sidney 
once daily in the fall and spring, and 
twice daily in summer. The trip is ap-
proximately three hours long, and 
there is no service during winter. 

While a dozen or so RV camp-
grounds are available in the area, we 
prefer Fort Victoria RV Park, located 
about 20 minutes from downtown. 

The Parliament buildings include unique architectural 
features such as an octagonal copper dome, hardwood panels 
and marble columns.
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SNOWBIRDS IN VICTORIA
This Canadian city in British Columbia oozes Old World charm and   hospitality, while offering an abundance of activities for winter visitors

small ceramic heaters and our electric 
fireplace, allowed us to be comfortably 
dry and warm throughout our stay.

Getting Acquainted 
Whenever we arrive in a new city, we take 
a bus tour to give us the lay of the land. 
We also stop by the local visitor center to 
find out about “must do” activities. 

For our tour, we chose Gray Line’s 
double-decker British-style bus. This 
90-minute hop-on hop-off excursion 
provides an overview of the city’s major 
attractions, beginning at the iconic 
château-style Fairmont Empress 
Hotel. From there, we meandered 
slowly through Chinatown, the oldest 
in Canada, and stopped briefly at 
Fisherman’s Wharf, Oak Bay Marina, 
Beacon Hill Park, Craigdarroch Castle 
and other historic or scenic locations. 
Running commentary provided a wealth 
of information about Victoria’s early 
days as a fur trading post and frontier 
town for gold seekers and coal miners.

Victoria has one of the most 
beautiful harbors in the world, 
with a well-protected marina and a 
walkway where buskers entertain 
to the delight of visitors and locals 
alike. In addition to our bus tour, we 
took a 45-minute boat excursion with 
Victoria Harbour Ferry. Our informa-
tive captain spoke about early uses of 
the harbor, including fishing, logging, 
shipbuilding, fur trading and even 
soap making. Once-fertile shorelines 
populated by First Nationers are now 
chockfull of plush hotels, colorful float 
homes, commercial piers and terminal 
buildings. Passengers disembarking 
from seaplanes, ferries and cruise 
ships can enjoy this delightful city by 

visiting waterfront attractions or by 
browsing through countless one-of-a-
kind shops, boutiques and galleries in 
the downtown area.

In the 1920s, the city became a 
popular retirement destination, so 
much so that Canadian writer Pierre 
Burton unkindly called Victoria “the 
place where old people go to visit their 
parents.” No longer! According to the 
2016 Canadian census, less than 20 
percent of Greater Victoria’s population 
of nearly 370,000 is made up of retired 
seniors, which increases slightly in 
winter due to the influx of snowbirds. 
(“Greater Victoria” includes 13 outlying 
municipalities, while the city itself has 
a relatively small population of 85,000.)

At the downtown visitor center, I 
learned that during winter, Victoria’s 
three most popular attractions are 
The Butchart Gardens, the Royal BC 
Museum and the Parliament Buildings.

The Butchart Gardens 
American poet Ralph Waldo Emerson 
said, “The earth laughs in flowers.” 
Nowhere is that laughter more 

plentiful than at Victoria’s century-
old Butchart (“Butch-art”) Gardens 
that delights more than a million 
visitors annually. In early spring, 55 
acres of flowering bulbs — including 
tulips, daffodils and hyacinths — are 
showcased among colorful shrubs 
and trees, providing a kaleidoscope 
of colors. A self-guided tour allowed 
us to leisurely explore five separate 
gardens — the Indoor Spring Prelude, 
Japanese, Italian, Sunken and 
Mediterranean — each immaculately 

Island Life
From mainland British Columbia, 
vehicle ferries run from Tsawwassen 
to Sidney, a half-hour north of Victoria. 
Stateside from Washington, ferries run 
from Port Angeles to downtown Victoria 
as well as from Anacortes to Sidney.

VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Above left: Fisherman’s Wharf offers visitors a variety of dining, shopping and touring opportuni-
ties. Above right: Fall at The Butchart Gardens features an explosion of colors across five distinct 
gardens, a Star Pond a piazza and more. 
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landscaped with an array of annuals, 
streams and fountains. Hard to miss 
is the tall chimney overlooking the 
Sunken Garden (remnants of a quarry) 
that provides a stoic reminder of the 
garden’s past as a cement factory.

Snowbirds are doubly fortunate in 
being able to visit this National Historic 
Site during the winter holiday season. 
For five weeks, thousands of colorful 
lights and dozens of larger-than-life 
figurines representing “The 12 Days of 
Christmas” provide an awe-inspiring 
and magical experience. Our favorite 
was “The Fourth Day of Christmas,” 
represented by four calling birds … 
each with a cellphone! Lace up the ice 
skates and glide across the outdoor 
rink to the sound of seasonal music, or 
ride one of 30 hand-crafted animals on 
the indoor carousel. Finish up with a 
hot cocoa while listening to carolers.

Royal BC Museum 
Established in 1886, this multi-story 
museum was rated by TripAdvisor 
as the best of 15 historical and art 
galleries in Victoria. We spent a full 
day learning about the natural and 
human history of Victoria and British 
Columbia. A First Nations gallery 
presents artifacts and information 
about their cultures and ultimate 
conflicts with European settlers. A 
separate gallery illustrates how British 
Columbia was shaped by pioneers, 
evolving into the economic and political 
structures of the 21st century. 

Another gallery, with expansive 
life-like dioramas, highlights the 
impact of nature over the years, from 
the Ice Age to the abundant forests and 
changing river deltas of present-day 
landscapes. The interactive exhibits 
are fun and educational. 

During our visit, we saw a 
temporary exhibit, “Terry Fox: Running 
to the Heart of Canada.” Fox, who lost 
part of his right leg to bone cancer 
at the age of 18, intended to run 
across Canada to raise money for 
cancer research. In 1981, 21-year-
old Fox dipped his prosthetic leg in 
the ocean at St. Johns, Newfound-
land, commencing his “Marathon of 
Hope” run. He completed a marathon 
distance (26 miles) every day for 143 
days while inspiring a nation with 
his courage, integrity and determi-
nation. Photographs, maps, videos 
and artifacts — such as his iconic 
Ford support van, prosthetic leg, 
worn out runners and his personal 
diary — capture a day-in-the-life of 
his run, his interactions with adoring 
fans and famous Canadians, and the 
heart-breaking end at Thunder Bay, 
Ontario, when cancer spread to his 
lungs. Although he died within a year, 
his legacy lives on in annual Terry 
Fox runs throughout the world, at last 
count raising more than $700 million in 
Canada for cancer research. To quote 

SNOWBIRDS IN VICTORIA

this true Canadian hero, “Dreams are 
made possible if you try.”

Parliament Buildings 
Directly across the street from the 
museum are the majestic parliament 
buildings, the seat of government in 
British Columbia since 1898. Guided 
tours provide visitors with details 
about the original construction and 
unique architectural features such 
as symbolic stained-glass windows, 
an octagonal copper dome, marble 
columns and hardwood panels. Our 
tour guide showed us the regally 
appointed Legislative Chamber, where 
elected officials meet to discuss 
proposed laws, budgets and issues 
that may impact their constituents. 
After our tour, we interacted with 
several video exhibits to learn more 
about famous Canadian politicians, 
entertainers and humanitarians. 

Victoria has an endless variety 
of other activities for winter visitors. 
Whether it’s playing tennis, pickleball 
or curling — or just delighting in the 
entertainment and cultural scene 

Above left: Surrounded by forest and ocean views, Pedder Bay RV Resort & Marina makes for a 
scenic homebase. Above right: Prince of Whales Whale Watching explores the Salish Sea in search 
of marine life, including, of course, ocean-borne mammals.

The château-style Fairmont Empress Hotel was named a National Historic Site of Canada due to its cultural significance.
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Thanks for the interstates, President Eisenhower.

T I F F I NMOTORHOMES . COM
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LAB 061-17, Lewis Comm., 7.875 x 10.5, Motorhome Magazine, Inserts November 2017
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SNOWBIRDS IN VICTORIA

— there is something here for every 
RVer. “Monday Magazine” lists daily 
activities, ranging from folk music and 
Beethoven concerts to craft shows 
and beer festivals. For foodies, there 
is no shortage of restaurants, more 
per capita than any other Canadian 
city, from casual pub fare to elegant 
five-star dining. And as might be 
expected in a British-inspired city, 
afternoon tea is oh-so-popular — 
many restaurants offer a variety of teas 
combined with gourmet pastries. 

To sample this tradition, we visited 
The Teahouse at Abkhazi (Ab-kazi) 
Garden and devoured three tiers of 
delicate finger sandwiches, quiches 
and pastries, all in an intimate 
dining room overlooking a beauti-
fully landscaped garden. A choice 
of exotic teas is served in fine china 
pots and cups; with advanced notice, 
their regular decadent menu offers 
gluten-free and vegetarian options. 
Victoria, because of its many charming, 
whimsical and lovingly tended gardens, 

BC Ferries  
888-223-3779, www.bcferries.com

Black Ball Ferry Line 
888-993-3779, www.cohoferry.com 

The Butchart Gardens  
866-652-2244, www.butchartgardens.com

Fort Victoria RV Park  
250-479-8112, www.fortvictoria.ca

Royal BC Museum 
888-447-7977, http://royalbcmuseum.bc.ca

The Teahouse at Abkhazi Garden 
778-265-6466, www.abkhaziteahouse.com

Tourism Victoria  
800-663-3883, www.tourismvictoria.com

Washington State Ferries 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries

For More Information

is deservedly called the “City of 
Gardens.” Afternoon Tea at Abkhazi 
Garden provides a truly memorable 
experience for body and soul.

Returning to our question, would 
we consider staying in Canada a viable 
option to going south in the winter? We 
would indeed, at least in Victoria, given 
the abundance of activities available. 
And to our surprise and delight, we 
found the greenery, cool tempera-
tures, and even the rain and snow a 
refreshing alternative to the barren 
desert landscapes and the hot, dry 
conditions that we typically encounter 
down south. Also, we enjoyed some 
activities that simply aren’t available 
down south, such as curling, dragon 
boating and making a snowman! Other 
nice touches included the presence 
of typically migratory birds — hum-
mingbirds, robins and geese — and 
the springtime blossoming of cherry 
trees scattered throughout the city. On 
the practical side, our Canadian dollar 
was only worth about 70 cents U.S. this 
year, so we no doubt saved money by 
spending it in Canada. Conversely, one 
RVer from Montana commented that 
he was delighted with the purchasing 
power of the U.S. dollar. As he put it, 
“More bang for the buck!” 

All things considered, snowbird-
ing in Victoria was such a positive 
experience; we’re seriously consider-
ing hanging out with the nonmigrating 
flock again next winter! 
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thormotorcoach.com 800.860.5658

Ready.
Set.
Go!

They can remind you of being a kid, or how 
you still are one at heart. You never know 
when those moments may happen, but you’ll 
be ready to go when they do.

Thor Industries, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card
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Snowbirding is just one of the many wonderful 
perks of RVing. The ability to ditch the cold in 
search of the sun from the comfort of your own 

motorhome makes perfect sense, but fi nding the ideal 
location to set up shop for months at a time can be a 
daunting task. The 2017 Good Sam RV Travel & Savings 
Guide is jam-packed with more than 12,500 listings, 
but sometimes we need a nudge in the right direction 
to experience the best of the best. Sometimes, simply 
offering full hookups and pull-through sites isn’t 

enough; if we’re going to relax and stay awhile, we need 
a true community, and a location that offers a variety of 
activities and amenities, in addition to convenient access 
to area attractions.

That’s why we’ve compiled the list on the following 
pages of some of the top resorts/communities along 
the region known as the Sun Belt, which stretches from 
California to Florida and features moderate winter tem-
peratures, desert landscapes and, yes, even some great 
places to hit the beach.

These top-notch RV communities and resorts provide snowbirds 
and long-term residents comfort, convenience and livability

By Kristopher Bunker

Alabama
Located in Orange Beach, Alabama, 
nestled in with the powdery white 
sands of the Gulf of Mexico, Heritage 
Motorcoach Resort & Marina offers 
snowbirds a unique combination: 
a full-service luxury motorhome 
resort and a marina offering boat 
slip rentals. But you don’t need to 
own a boat to appreciate this quaint, 
peaceful community with 79 sites 
situated on cobblestone streets 
lined with gas lamps. At each site, 
“You’ll either have a view of the 

Homeward Bound

water from your coach or be just a 
few steps away,” said Rob Willard, 
Heritage Homeowner’s Associa-
tion board member. And, the on-site 
accommodations make for a truly 
memorable experience. “There are 
so many things that make Heritage 
stand out, such as our private marina 
and amazing setting, but two things 
that I really appreciate are being on 
the second-story clubhouse porch 
around the fi repit for the sunrise 
and the sunset over the water, and 
second is the amazing infi nity pool 

looking out over the water,” said 
Willard. Once a visitor books an RV 
site (access to the coach houses or 
casitas not included), they are free 
to enjoy the resort, which includes a 
grand room with dual big-screen TVs 
and fi replaces, a fi tness center and 
laundry facility, a dog-friendly private 
beach and a pavilion on the marina 

Heritage Motorcoach 
Resort & Marina
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for relaxing waterside. But Willard 
said the stunning surroundings aren’t 
all that make Heritage so special. 
“While I can’t say enough about how 
beautiful it is here at Heritage, if 
you talked to any of our owners they 
would tell you that the people are 
the main reason they decided to buy 
here,” said Willard. “The people in the 
Heritage community combined with 
the beautiful setting on the water, 
literally make this place magical.” 
And, if you fi nd you can’t get enough 
Heritage, you can purchase a site for 
a vacation home, rental or even your 
year-round residence, complete with 
RV pad, full hookups and 100 mbps 
wired Internet.
Heritage Motorcoach Resort & Marina 
800-730-7032, 
www.heritageorangebeach.com

Arizona
With 14 RV resorts designed for 
active 55-and-older RVers, Cal-Am 
Resorts knows what makes its 
residents happy. “Our amenities 
are fi rst-rate, well-maintained and 
constantly evolving to meet the 
ever-changing desires of the 55-and-
older generation,” said Felix Posos, 
director of marketing for Cal-Am 
Properties. “Some [of our facilities] 
include tournament-rated bocce 
ball, pickleball and shuffl eboard 
courts. Many have grand ballrooms 
to host themed parties, dances 
and gatherings. Pristine softball 
fi elds are included in a number of 
our resorts and our pools, spas, 
fi tness rooms and administrative 
facilities are of the caliber found at 
any high-end resort,” said Posos. 
But apart from athletic endeavors, 

Cal-Am makes sure its Arizona and 
California residents keep busy. “The 
core of our resorts are the activities 
teams,” said Posos. “Their tireless 
work to plan and manage multiple 
events every day provides a host of 
opportunities for guests to build new 
friendships, try a new activity, relax 
and dance to live music at happy 
hour and build life-long memories.” 
Plus, said Posos, the dining and en-
tertainment are fi rst-rate. “Cal-Am’s 
food service team adds yummy 
fl avors to our bistros and special 
events with Sunday brunches that 
whet the appetite while meeting a 
variety of dietary needs,” he said. 
“And our Concert Series brings in 
the best acts suited for our audience. 
In 2018, we will be hosting Gladys 
Knight, LeAnn Rimes, The Lovin’ 
Spoonful and more. The lifestyle at 
Cal-Am resorts really is like being on 
a cruise ship without the waves.” 

Visitors to most Cal-Am 
properties are offered daily, weekly 
and monthly RV reservations, and you 
can visit their website to see which 
property best suits your situation. But 
if you truly enjoy what Cal-Am offers 
RVers, you can purchase a site at 
Montesa at Gold Canyon, Arizona, to 
make the property your own. Montesa 
is now offering larger homes with 
optional roof decks, plus optional 
storage pads adjacent to the home for 
motorhomes, making it a perfect spot 
for a snowbird adventure.
Cal-Am Resorts, Montesa at Gold Canyon 
877-355-0580, www.cal-am.com

California
Finding a fun way to pass the time is 
an important part of the motorhome 
lifestyle. So, it only makes sense 
to consider a destination such as 
Pala Casino Spa & Resort, located 
in northern San Diego County, 
California. With a world-class casino 
just steps from an upscale RV resort 
offering 100 full-hookup sites, you can 
experience the best of both worlds. 
“The RV resort’s location offers 
privacy and proximity,” said Jack 
Taylor, manager of public relations 
at Pala. “Guests like the privacy and 
contact with nature in the Palomar 
Mountains and the proximity of 10 golf 
courses, the Temecula Wine Country 
and, if they so choose, the big city 
just 50 minutes away,” he said. But 
that’s not to say there isn’t plenty of 
allure to stay on the premises. “Of 
course, the RV resort’s own amenities 
— the heated swimming pool and 
two spas, the entertainment in the 
registration building, the privacy of 
the clubhouse for individual parties 
and the proximity of a full-service Las 
Vegas-style casino with 11 restau-
rants, A-list shows, a national award-
winning spa and a fully stocked 
mini-mart just a shuttle ride away 
— make Pala RV Resort unique,” said 
Taylor. But Pala also goes out of its 
way to make visitors feel welcome, 
something Taylor feels truly sets the 
resort apart from the rest. “The Pala 
RV Resort team’s attention to detail 
and follow-up starts the instant a 
reservation is made [and continues] 

Arizona

Pala Casino Spa & Resort
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all the way to a late check-out,” he said. “All guest requests 
are organized and monitored, from the booking of facilities 
and dinner/entertainment events at Pala Casino Spa & 
Resort, to the specifi c schedule for the free shuttle service 
to and from the casino. Additional amenities offered at the 
RV resort include access to fi ve barbecue grills, two table-
tennis games, two horseshoe pits and a fenced doggy park.” 
Plus, says Taylor, “Even with all the entertainment oppor-
tunities close at hand, the resort team’s creativity provides 
one-of-a-kind special events that last entire weekends, like 
Derby Day, Halloween, the Fourth of July, Santa’s Shindig at 
Christmas, wine pairings, tailgate chili cookoffs and even a 
luau. All events involve prizes.” 
Pala Casino Spa & Resort | 877-946-7252, www.palacasino.com

Florida
Cypress Trail RV Resort 
in southwest Florida 
allows snowbirds to 
enjoy the rewarding 
motorhome lifestyle with all the resort 
amenities they’d expect at an outstanding fi ve-star resort, 
but without the high price. “We offer the best value for a 
comparable Florida RV community with so many activities, 
lot choices/sizes and accessibility,” said marketing director 
Amir Harpaz. This master-planned, gated RV community is 
conveniently located in Fort Myers off Interstate 75. Each 
RV site includes city-supplied water and sewer, hard-wired 

HOMEWARD BOUND

Internet and basic cable. Additionally, this exciting 472-lot 
outdoor destination provides residents with a variety of 
special on-site features and outdoor amenities, including 
sidewalks throughout the gated resort with lakefront or 
back-in lots available. Residents enjoy the 12,000-square-
foot clubhouse, heated pool, spa, tennis, tournament-quality 
bocce, pickleball and shuffl eboard courts. Two large lakes 
are on-site, and Cypress Trail says it is south Florida’s 
only RV resort with certifi ed nature trails in its own nature 
preserve. Cypress Trail is pet-friendly and offers special 
amenities for your four-legged friends. “Many residents 
really enjoy that we have a unique dog park and dipping pool 
so your dog can cool off from the Florida sun,” said Harpaz. 
There’s also a secure storage area with electricity for your 
RV, boat or other large item. Cypress Trail RV Resort offers 
a variety of lots for sale or use in its site rental program. 
Potential owners can choose from oversized lakefront, 
lakeview or private boundary lots, either pull-through or 
back-in, depending on the size of their motorhome.
Cypress Trail RV Resort | 239-333-3246, www.cypresstrailrv.com

With both rental and deeded lot ownership options, Florida 
Grande Motor Coach Resort in central Florida is a great 
place for the snowbird season and beyond. Featuring a 
total of 215 lots and located between farms and grazing 
cattle (you read that right), Florida Grande offers a truly 
unique experience. “I believe we are the only resort in 
Florida to boast cattle as our closest neighbor,” said 
Matthew Smith, developer at Florida Grande. “They mow 
our front 40 acres.” Apart from the unusual neighbors, that 
location features some other benefi ts. “Our community 
boasts a level of peace and quiet that is unparalleled,” said 
Smith. “The resort is bordered on all sides by farmland 
and is far removed from any traffi c, congestion or crime. 
Yet, if you’re in the mood for a night of big-city entertain-
ment, you can be in downtown Orlando or Tampa in less 
than an hour.” But the rural location doesn’t mean the 
resort is lacking in amenities. “The Florida Grande’s 
design was focused exclusively on motorhomes and 
the RVing way of life,” said Smith. “Everything from the 
extra-wide roads, oversized concrete pads, enormous 
lot sizes and staging area were designed specifi -
cally to accommodate motorhomes. We even 

Cypress Trail RV Resort 

motorhome lifestyle with all the resort 
amenities they’d expect at an outstanding fi ve-star resort, 

unique experience. “I believe we are the only resort in 
Florida to boast cattle as our closest neighbor,” said 
Matthew Smith, developer at Florida Grande. “They mow 
our front 40 acres.” Apart from the unusual neighbors, that 
location features some other benefi ts. “Our community 
boasts a level of peace and quiet that is unparalleled,” said 
Smith. “The resort is bordered on all sides by farmland 
and is far removed from any traffi c, congestion or crime. 
Yet, if you’re in the mood for a night of big-city entertain-
ment, you can be in downtown Orlando or Tampa in less 
than an hour.” But the rural location doesn’t mean the 

Florida Grande Motor Coach Resort
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built an enormous clubhouse just to 
keep things consistent.” There are 
a number of site rentals available, 
some also including use of the Grande 
Suite, an optional add-on that can 
be selected by the owner during 
the purchase process. “Visiting our 
resort you will see how the owners 
in our community have made their 
lots unique with quality landscaping, 
outdoor kitchens, pergolas and, of 
course, our Grande Suites,” said Smith. 
“The 384 square feet of the [optional] 
Grande Suite gives our owners the op-
portunity to create their own space. 
Almost all have full baths and laundry, 
with their main uses varying from a 
grand dining room to relaxing living 
room or workshop.” Smith says the 
resort plans to complete Phase 2 of its 
construction over the next few years, 
which will include another clubhouse, 
a swimming pool and improvements to 
the Grande Suite design.
Florida Grande Motor Coach Resort 
352-569-1169, www.floridagrande.com

Lake Weir Preserve, an RV community 
in central Florida, is your chance to 
own a home in a peaceful, majestic 
RV-centric setting where nature is more 
than an amenity. Lake Weir is nestled 
among scenic natural beauty but within 
easy reach of Florida’s big-name at-
tractions. Lake Weir’s location — an 
hour from Orlando or the Gulf Coast 
— enables residents to enjoy the best 
of the Sunshine State. “We are, quite 
frankly, located in the epicenter of 
Florida,” said Neil Schuster, co-man-
aging partner of Lake Weir Preserve. 
“Within an hour’s drive of all the at-
tractions of Orlando and the beautiful 

beaches of both Florida coasts.” 
But perhaps even more important 

than the ideal location is the sense 
of fellowship found within Lake Weir. 
That feeling of community is why many 
have purchased a fully customizable 
floorplan featuring a number of home 
elevations. Full hookups in an attached 
RV garage for your motorhome makes 
necessities such as storage, mainte-
nance and cleaning — as well as loading 
and unloading — as easy as walking 
through the door. “Our oversized lots of 
a third of an acre and larger are perfect 
for our custom homes featuring RV 
garages,” Schuster said. 

Lake Weir Preserve
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Apart from finding new friends 
and neighbors just a few doors down, 
residents at Lake Weir are afforded 
the opportunity to expand their flock 
of friends thanks to the amazing 
shopping, dining and entertainment 
attractions just minutes from Lake 
Weir Preserve. “Our residents love the 
proximity to The Villages, which is just 
8 miles away,” Schuster added. “But 
after a round of golf or night on the 
town, there’s no better place to come 
home to than Lake Weir Preserve.”
Lake Weir Preserve | 866-204-5506, 
www.lakeweirpreserve.com

Georgia
Crossing Creeks RV Resort & Spa offers 
upscale amenities nestled on 100 acres 
in the scenic North Georgia Mountains 
surrounded by the picturesque Coosa 
and Anderson creeks. “Crossing Creeks 
RV Resort & Spa is a great location to 
relax in the fresh mountain air,” said 
marketing director Amir Harpaz. “It’s 
also an outstanding place to view the 
varied fall colors for which the Blue 
Ridge Mountains region is known.” The 
historic town of Blairsville is nearby 
and the resort is just a few hours away 
via a four-lane paved highway from 
major metropolitan areas in Georgia, 
Tennessee and the Carolinas.

Each site is equipped with full 
hookups and a large concrete pad 
suitable for motorhomes up to 45 feet 
long. The premium creek-side lots are 
designed with an enlarged patio to take 
advantage of the sparkling sounds of 

running water while entertaining on 
the spacious outdoor living area. 

At the heart of the resort is Crossing 
Creeks Village. The log-sided buildings 
include a welcome center and sales 
office, clubhouse, activities center, 
bathhouse and laundry, and spa and 
fitness center. The pool and hot tub are 
set in the center, as are the gazebo and 
the double-sided waterfall. With a dry 
sauna and steam rooms, two massage 
rooms and a gym in the spa, visitors 
can relax or be as active as they’d like. 
Professional massage services are 
available for separate consideration.

Crossing Creeks is also ideal 
for those without a motorhome who 
love the outdoor lifestyle. You can 
purchase a real log cabin and place 
it on one of the resort’s spacious lots 
(which you can own or lease from 
Crossing Creeks). “You can [even] 
place both an RV and a cabin on the 
same lot,” said Harpaz, who added, 
“This allows lot owners the opportu-
nity to host family members and other 
guests who may not own an RV but 
still want to enjoy the lifestyle found in 
the great outdoors.” 

Whether you seek a peaceful 
retreat and the solitude of the Georgia 
Mountains or enjoy outdoor activities 
such as golf, kayaking, white-water 
rafting or fishing, Crossing Creeks is 
“an extraordinary mountain retreat 
and destination that’s both affordable 
and accessible,” said Harpaz. 
Crossing Creeks RV Resort & Spa | 706-835-
1111, www.crossingcreeksrvresort.com

Louisiana
Cajun Palms RV Resort in 
Henderson, Louisiana, offers 
more than 300 deluxe RV spots for 
snowbirds. The RV sites feature full 
hookups, 30- and 50-amp power 
and more than 70 channels of digital 
cable. Pull-through and back-in sites 
include 20 feet of space between 
each concrete pad.

Cajun Palms features a massive 
clubhouse with an assembly/
reception hall with a beverage 
service counter, band/DJ stage 
and private bathrooms, and has an 
occupancy rating of 750. On-site 
offerings include two concession 
stands serving prepared food, a 
poolside patio, a second-floor deck 
overlooking the resort-style pool 
and kiddie pool — plus there’s a 
second-floor bar with video poker. 
Other amenities include a workout 
facility, video arcade, movie theater, 
business meeting room and coin-
operated laundry facilities. If that’s 
not enough, there are water slides, 
mini golf, a convenience store and 
golf-cart rentals. There are also 25 
cabins available for rent on site.
Cajun Palms RV Resort | 337-667-7772, 
www.cajunpalms.com

Mississippi
Having recently undergone an 
extensive three-year renovation, the 
new-and-improved Sun Roamers 
in Picayune, Mississippi, offers 
more than 150 RV sites with full 
hookups available, in addition to an 
Olympic-size swimming pool, laundry 
facilities, fishing, an exercise room 
and nature trails. Park models and 
cabins are also available. The on-site 
6,000-square-foot clubhouse can ac-
commodate up to 300 people and is 
equipped with a commercial kitchen, 
making it a great option for reunions 
or even small rallies. Plus, the resort 
is only 45 minutes from Missis-
sippi beaches, historic New Orleans, 
Louisiana, and many local attractions, 
including casinos, fine restaurants 
golfing and amusement parks. 
Sun Roamers RV Resort | 601-798-5818, 
www.sunroamers.com

HOMEWARD BOUND

Crossing Creeks RV Resort & Spa
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BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE!
Coach House motorhomes are sold direct from the 

factory — there is no middleman. The “Coach House 
Buying Experience” includes: personal attention from 
courteous employees; a generous trade-in allowance 

for your current RV; on-the-spot financing (for qualified 
buyers); and instruction in how to operate your new RV.

VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT 
See for yourself what makes a Coach House motor-
home so special. Visit our factory at I-75 exit 195 near 
Venice, Fla., where a knowledgeable salesperson can 
show you the latest Coach House models on display in 
our showroom. The showroom is open from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday–Friday or by appointment.

Coach House has been manufac turing 
luxury downsized motorhomes in 
Venice, Fla., since 1985, earning the 

highest accolades not only from the RV 
industry and press, but from customers 
as well.

This family-owned company builds 
small, fuel-efficient RVs ranging from 
23 feet to 27 feet, using either the Ford 
E-450 or Mercedes Sprinter chassis.

Coach House was founded with one 
fundamental goal: to build the best RVs 
in the industry. That quest led us to 
develop a patented one-piece hand-laid 

fiberglass body that is reinforced with 
carbon-fiber. This makes for a very 
durable RV that is less likely to leak, 
squeak or rattle over time.

Beyond the unique one-piece shell, 
here are some of the other factors that 
make the downsized Platinum and 
Platinum II your best motorhome value:

•  More standard features than any other 
motorhome in their class.

•  Professionally decorated interiors 
with solid-surface countertops, 
porcelain toilets, name-brand 
appliances, 32-inch HDTV, and more.

•  Choice of chassis: Ford E-450 (gas) or 
Mercedes Sprinter (diesel).

•  Nationwide warranty service.
•  High ratings for ride and safety.

Mercedes
Class B

Mercedes
Class B+

Ford
Class B+

Inside and out,

BETTER BY DESIGN

COACH HOUSE, INC. · 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE · NOKOMIS, FL 34275 (941) 485-0984 
TOLL-FREE AT 1-800-235-0984 · ONLINE AT CoachHouseRV.com

“The quietest motorhome  
I’ve ever driven.”

— The RV Doctor, FMCA 

Ford Mercedes Mercedes
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Nevada
If trying your hand at lady luck is in 
the cards this snowbird season, head 
to Don Laughlin’s Riverside Resort 
& Casino in Laughlin, Nevada. The 
adjacent Riverside Resort RV Park
offers a multilevel resort with some 
740 RV sites, with full hookups, a 
dump station and laundry facilities. 
But the big draw here is no doubt the 
casino, which provides gamers with 
slots, bingo, keno, a sports book, 
poker and more. And, guests to the 
resort are afforded full access to the 
hotel/casino’s amenities. “A com-
plimentary shuttle will take you to 
our casino resort, which is right next 
door,” said Diana Fuchs, director of 
marketing and entertainment. “The 
casino resort offers a 1,400-room 
hotel with 24-hour Nevada-style 
gaming, a 34-lane bowling center, a 
Six-Plex movie theater, two classic-
car museums, a USS Riverside boat 
tour along the Colorado River up to 
Davis Dam, and weekly entertainment 
in our showroom, Don’s Celebrity 
Theatre,” she said. And visitors won’t 
be lacking in dining options, as “We 
also have seven different restaurants 
to dine in, from our massive buffet 
to the famous Gourmet Room,” said 
Fuchs. Plus, two swimming pools, 
two arcades and the nearby Colorado 
River ensure fun for the whole family.

But Riverside isn’t content to rest 
on its laurels, as the resort has some 

pretty signifi cant upgrades on the 
horizon. “We are currently expanding 
our salon and day spa to give a truly 
resort spa experience,” said Fuchs. 
“The Jean Jeffrey Salon & Day Spa 
will be opening in November, and 
we are also currently renovating our 
North Tower Bar planned to reopen 
in December. But in the meantime, 
we still have six other casino bars 
and four other lounge bars to choose 
from.” And that’s not all, as the resort 
has some additional adult renovations 
planned as well. “Our South Tower 
Pool will undergo a full expansion and 
renovation this winter, stretching out 
to the Colorado River and including 
fi re pits, a round bar with amazing 
views, private cabanas and live 
music. Opening spring 2018, it will 
be a true resort-style adult-only pool 
experience,” said Fuchs.
Riverside Resort & Casino RV Park 
800-227-3849, www.riversideresort.com

New Mexico
Snowbirds looking to get their kicks 
in New Mexico should point their 
motorhome toward the new Route 
66 RV Resort, less than 20 minutes 
west of downtown Albuquerque. 
Located just steps away from Route 
66 Casino Hotel, visitors can enjoy 100 
full-hookup sites with picnic tables and 
fi re rings (some sites offering 100-amp 
hookups). There are also pickleball 
courts, horseshoe pits and a resort-

style pool with a cabana and slide, plus 
a community center and two dog parks. 
And, when you stay at Route 66, you are 
afforded access to the casino/hotel’s 
amenities as well, including more than 
1,300 slots, table games, a 500-seat 
bingo room, movie theater, nightclub 
and fi ve dining venues. There’s even a 
supervised hourly childcare facility and 
arcade for the kiddos.
Route 66 RV Resort | 505-352-8000, 
www.rt66rvresort.com  

Texas
Located just three miles from Austin’s 
Lake Travis, La Hacienda RV Resort & 
Cottages makes for a convenient Texas 
Hill Country homebase. Fishing, skiing 
and sailing opportunities are just 
minutes away, and historic downtown 
Austin — famous for barbecue, antique 
shopping and its rich history and 
culture — is only a half-hour’s drive. 
La Hacienda itself features nearly 
350 full-hookup sites, in addition to a 
heated pool, recreation hall, nature 
trails and exercise room. A four-hole 
chip-and-putt golf course keeps 
duffers happy, and a 1-acre dog park 
will keep your four-legged friend’s tail 
wagging. Fully furnished cottages are 
also available for rental. Other area 
attractions include world-class golf 
courses, shopping malls and outlets, 
museums and natural features galore.
La Hacienda RV Resort & Cottages | 888-
378-7275, www.lahaciendarvpark.com 

Texas

HOMEWARD BOUND

Don Laughlin’s Riverside Resort & Casino
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* Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in CA, OH, TX, TN, GA, MS, LA, WA, OR or 
UT). Inventory and fl oorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the nearest authorized dealer. Contact your area dealer for availability. VIN numbers 
posted at dealership. All payments to qualifi ed buyers with approved credit. Subject to lender terms. Down payment may be required (Not applicable in PA). **RV must be purchased at a participating Camping World RV Sales 
Dealership to qualify. O� er is not retroactive on previous RV purchases. Benefi ts are subject to certain limitations and restrictions, and are subject to change. Discounts and benefi ts o� ered through your Good Sam Elite membership 
for 3 years from date of RV purchase. See dealer for full program details. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other o� er and not 
applicable to prior sales. O� ers valid at any Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. © 2017 FreedomRoads, LLC. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. and used with 
permission. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. O� ers expire 11/10/17. FR050314-0817

866-9-RV-CENTER  |  CampingWorld.com/RV

$54,997* 
OR $362/MO.* $79,995* 

OR $475/MO.*

New 2018 Thor Motor Coach
FREEDOM ELITE 22FE

Stk# 1443741  |  MSRP $81,150  |  Save $26,153 
GREENWOOD, IN

New 2018 Thor Motor Coach
AXIS 24.1

Stk# 1410808  |  MSRP $110,333  |  Save $30,338 
BILOXI, MS

SAVE
32%

^ SAVE
27%

^

Based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos. Based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.

30%SAVE UP 
TO

On select motorized rvs^

YEAR end
Clearance
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SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com   To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH Product Protection Plan available° Flat shipping fee applies
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• Extended Tyvek® Rooftop to 
 Protect Corners
• Breathable Polypropylene Fabric 
 Lets Moisture Out
• Water-Resistant
•  Plus, Elements EXCLUSIVE 

FEATURES listed above

TWICE AS STRONG 
AS OTHER FABRICS!*

• Poly-Oxford Fabric Tested for Superior Strength and Durability
• Vents Feature Mesh Insets for Better Ventilation
• Lighter Fabric Allows Easier Handling and Coverage for Quicker Installation
• Stores in 50% Less Space than Elements All-Climate RV Covers
• Water-Repellent
•  Plus, Elements EXCLUSIVE FEATURES listed above *Based on outside testing.

COVER SALE! LOWEST PRICES 
OF 

THE YEAR

EXCLUSIVE FEATURES 
for All Elements RV Covers:
• Four Reinforced Roof Panel Handles  to Help Position Cover

• Reinforced Buckles, Flaps and Straps Resist  Rip-Out

• Front/Rear/Side Vents Improve Airflow to Prevent Mold and Mildew

• Elastic Inset and Adjustable Straps on  Front/Rear Panels for Best Fit

• Poly-Formed Grommets Won’t Rust or Corrode and Are Stronger than Metal in Pull Testing

• Extended Reinforced Vinyl and Elasticized Front and Rear Bumper  Panels for Extra Wear Protection

• Lock-Stitched, UV-Protected  Straps & Buckles
Some Elements cover sizes available through 

Catalog & Internet Only

 Protect your Elements cover against 
weather damage—wind, rain or hail for 

a few dollars a month!

F E ATUR E S : F E ATUR E S :

THE ONLY RV COVER FEATURING
 ULTRASONIC WELDING 40% STRONGER

THAN STITCHED SEAMS!*

Ultra-Shield™ RV Cover Features:
• Elastic Corners Provide Tension for a Snug, Secure Fit
• Covered Air Vents Help Prevent Trapped Moisture
• Front and Rear Cinching Straps Reduce Loose Fabric for a Perfect Fit
• Zipper Entry Doors for Easy Access
• Underbelly Strap System for a Tight, Secure Fit
• Tyvek® Top Protects Roof Against UV and Moisture

What is Ultrasonic Welding?
Ultrasonic welding is a method of joining two 
materials by converting electrical energy into heat 
energy. A high-frequency acoustic vibration is 
applied to the materials being held together under 
pressure to create the weld.

NEW
! 

ONLY AT 

CAMPIN
G W

ORLD
!

•  Tyvek® Top Panel is Triple-Stitched to 
the Polypropylene Side Panels

• Polypropylene Side Panels Breathe
 to Help Prevent Mold and Mildew

• Contemporary Two-Tone Design
• Water Resistant
To learn more, visit CampingWorld.com/ultrashield-covers
*Based on independent lab testing.

UV PROTECTION

BREATHABLE

WATER RESISTANT

Ultra-Shield RV Covers top material is made by 
laminating two layers of spun-bond polypropylene 
to a third, outer layer of DuPont™ Tyvek®.

• Blocks damaging UV rays
• Superior all-weather performance
• Tough yet breathable

TYVEK® This product uses
 DuPont™  Tyvek® material.

Prices good through October 29, 2017

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save up 

 
to $235

  CLUB MEMBERS

Save up 

 
to $235

© 2017 CWI Inc. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. All rights reserved.
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• Breathable Polypropylene Fabric 
 Lets Moisture Out
• Water-Resistant
•  Plus, Elements EXCLUSIVE 

FEATURES listed above

TWICE AS STRONG 
AS OTHER FABRICS!*

• Poly-Oxford Fabric Tested for Superior Strength and Durability
• Vents Feature Mesh Insets for Better Ventilation
• Lighter Fabric Allows Easier Handling and Coverage for Quicker Installation
• Stores in 50% Less Space than Elements All-Climate RV Covers
• Water-Repellent
•  Plus, Elements EXCLUSIVE FEATURES listed above *Based on outside testing.
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• Four Reinforced Roof Panel Handles  to Help Position Cover

• Reinforced Buckles, Flaps and Straps Resist  Rip-Out

• Front/Rear/Side Vents Improve Airflow to Prevent Mold and Mildew

• Elastic Inset and Adjustable Straps on  Front/Rear Panels for Best Fit

• Poly-Formed Grommets Won’t Rust or Corrode and Are Stronger than Metal in Pull Testing

• Extended Reinforced Vinyl and Elasticized Front and Rear Bumper  Panels for Extra Wear Protection
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THAN STITCHED SEAMS!*
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• Elastic Corners Provide Tension for a Snug, Secure Fit
• Covered Air Vents Help Prevent Trapped Moisture
• Front and Rear Cinching Straps Reduce Loose Fabric for a Perfect Fit
• Zipper Entry Doors for Easy Access
• Underbelly Strap System for a Tight, Secure Fit
• Tyvek® Top Protects Roof Against UV and Moisture

What is Ultrasonic Welding?
Ultrasonic welding is a method of joining two 
materials by converting electrical energy into heat 
energy. A high-frequency acoustic vibration is 
applied to the materials being held together under 
pressure to create the weld.
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the Polypropylene Side Panels

• Polypropylene Side Panels Breathe
 to Help Prevent Mold and Mildew

• Contemporary Two-Tone Design
• Water Resistant
To learn more, visit CampingWorld.com/ultrashield-covers
*Based on independent lab testing.

UV PROTECTION

BREATHABLE

WATER RESISTANT

Ultra-Shield RV Covers top material is made by 
laminating two layers of spun-bond polypropylene 
to a third, outer layer of DuPont™ Tyvek®.

• Blocks damaging UV rays
• Superior all-weather performance
• Tough yet breathable

TYVEK® This product uses
 DuPont™  Tyvek® material.
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Real Intent
Winnebago introduces an entry-level Class A that retains many of the bells and whistles 
of more expensive motorhomes — without busting the budget

Buying a Class A motorhome is a big decision, and 
it’s not unusual for dreams and desires to outpace 
one’s pocketbook. Luxury and convenience continue 

to drive prices up — and sticker shock is more prevalent than 
ever. Shop around; you’ll undoubtedly fi nd that even entry-
level Class A's require a fairly high price of admission.

Winnebago, one of the nation’s premier builders of 
motorhomes (and holder of one of the world’s most recog-
nizable monikers) has just introduced the Intent, a freshly 
conceived Class A earmarked at entry-level buyers who 
still want a decent level of pizzazz in a motorhome without 
sacrifi cing the necessary amenities — or smashing the bank 
account. We got an exclusive look and hands-on experience 
with the Intent long before it was announced to the public. 
And at $120,000 (MSRP), it’s destined to become one of the 
more affordable, fully outfi tted Class A’s on the market.

The Intent line will be comprised of only four models, 

ranging in size from 26 feet, 10 inches to 31 feet, 10 inches. 
We tested the 30R, which spans nearly 31 feet, but that will be 
recognized as the company’s “30-footer” in the line. It’s built 
on a Ford F-53 chassis with a 16,000-pound gross vehicle 
weight rating (GVWR) and, considering the relative light 
weight and short rear overhang, the Intent can be scooted 
around town with alacrity — courtesy of the power-to-weight 
advantage that gives the motorhome plenty of get-up-and-go.

Carving a big chunk of costs out of any motorhome 
takes some skill, and Winnebago has applied principles and 
procedures from its extensive line of Class A motorhomes 
to develop the Intent. Exterior lines mimic Winnebago’s 
family history, and the injection of unexpected features in 
a motorhome in this price category gives the Intent project 
team bragging rights.

At fi rst glance, it’s not abundantly clear that the Intent is 
entry-level, other than the white exterior and simple graphics. 

ABOVE: The Intent logo was left off to maintain secrecy at time of evaluation; the motorhome's white body has minimal graphics.

By Bob Livingston
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The slideout on left side provides open space between the couch, dinette and galley. Four people can 
sit comfortably on the semi-wraparound dinette, and the couch converts to a bed for two. The galley 
is complete with stove/oven and residential refrigerator. Counterspace for meal prep is very workable.

From left to right: 
The retractable bed 
above the cockpit 
seats stores neatly 
at ceiling level. The 
mattress support 
operates smoothly via 
newly designed tracks 
that are recessed into 
the walls.
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No doubt the absence of fl owing, colorful 
striping takes some visual acclimation, 
but once the goal is deconstructed, 
the end result makes sense. For one, 
the single stripe on each side wall, 
cleverly infused with “subliminal” W’s 
throughout, means future maintenance 
of countless stick-on graphics commonly 
found on RVs will be curtailed. Settling 
on white with limited striping was a 
calculated decision. Winnebago cites 
studies suggesting that white is safer 
because it’s more visible, is easier to 
clean and has better solar refl ective-
ness, so technically it should stay cooler 
inside. White is a popular color for auto-
mobiles for the same reasons.

Interestingly, the only two options 
are the colors of the graphics: blue or 
burgundy. Pretty much everything else 
is standard, but the process is still in 
motion. As of presstime, the Intent team 
was putting the fi nishing touches on 
equipment and amenities, but remains 
focused on limiting options.

Inside, elements taken from the 
company’s Brave line reduced the time 
needed to bring the Intent to market 
and, for example, provided a strong 
foundation for the design and imple-
mentation of the dashboard. Here, 
simplicity is the theme, but ergonomics 
are a priority, and the results show. 

Winnebago designers expended a 
lot of energy in the cab region of the 
Intent. Driver comfort is excellent and 
visibility is superb, attributed to the 
large panoramic windshield and narrow 
A-pillars, which limit blind spots, 
especially when turning. The afore-
mentioned Brave-esque dashboard 
is free fl owing and instrumentation 
is complete, and a new articulating 
stereo/backup camera makes it easy 
for the driver and co-pilot to view the 
screen without body gymnastics — the 
result of customer response to the 
old-style component.

Missing are the customary ledges 
to hold food and drinks in the cockpit, 
which gave way to a unique table ar-
rangement that mounts on a pole that 
can be planted between the seats. The 
table can be arranged in a number of 
confi gurations to serve the driver and 
co-pilot while on the road or at an RV 
park. The versatility is outstanding, and 
the table and pole can be stored easily 
in the rear closet, but adding a few cup 
holders would make the table even 
more practical when driving.

To further augment cockpit area 

multitasking, newly designed integrated 
power tracks are used to lower and 
raise the StudioLoft bed above the seats. 
This cleverly engineered system is 
quiet and smooth, and all the hardware 
is concealed nicely in the interior side 
walls. No latching is required, and when 
down, the area becomes very private 
since there are no windows to cover. 
The bed, measuring 52 by 77 inches, 
is big enough for one adult or possibly 
two kids, depending on age, and the 
mattress is fairly comfortable; the 
ladder stores under the mattress.

Behind the cockpit, the fl oorplan is 
pretty standard fare for a motorhome 
of this stature. A faux wood fl oor that 
is very rich-looking is used throughout 
the interior. Visually, the living areas 
are much bigger than the specifi cations 
suggest. A large slideout on the left 
opens up the front section, providing a 
nice separation between the curbside 
galley and opposing couch and dinette. 
Three people can lounge on the couch, 
which converts to a double bed, and 
the dinette has a quasi-wraparound 
physique, which is roomy. The 
upholstery has a few retro touches and 
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Above: The windows in the rear bedroom provide excellent cross ventilation. The standard 
mattress is on the thin side, but storage capabilities throughout are expansive.

WHAT’S HOT 

WHAT’S NOT 

Roomy interior for overall size, adjustable 
stereo/backup monitor, one-piece front cap 
with panoramic windshield, outside enter-
tainment/kitchen, LP-gas storage

Baggage door latches, viewability of TV from 
couch, thin bedroom mattress

W I N N E B A G O  I N T E N T  3 0 R

couch, thin bedroom mattress

with all the essentials and a surprising 
amount of room. Here, there are plenty 
of cabinets and enough counterspace 
surrounding the oval stainless-steel 
sink for toiletries. When the door is fully 
open, the area is sealed off from the 
living area and creates a master suite 
encompassing the rear bedroom.

The bedroom is expanded by a 
slideout that houses the queen-size 
bed. While cozy, there is enough room 
to walk around the mattress, and night-
stands are well placed to hold nighttime 
essentials. In each nightstand are USB 
and 120-volt AC power receptacles for 
charging or running electronic items.

To keep the bedroom straight-
forward, designers elected to use a 
different type of decorative headboard, 
which may or not appeal to everyone. 
The mattress is on the thin side, but 
owners can easily swap it out or improve 
sleeping comfort with a pillow-top 
cover. Strategically placed windows in 
the slideout, right-side and rear walls 
provide good cross ventilation, which is 
highly desired by most owners.

The array of cabinetry, overhead 
and across from the bed, provides 
a tremendous amount of space for 
clothing and larger items. There’s 
a roomy wardrobe with three closet 
doors and four drawers to hold folded 
clothing. A shelf below the TV is a great 
catchall for daily articles.

A walk around the exterior will 
reveal a number of features, some of 
which are uncommon in motorized RVs. 

commodating for preparing meals 
and cleanup. An unexpected pantry 
swallows up enough groceries for 
the family. The usual appliances are 
present with the exception of the 
residential refrigerator, which is less 
common in smaller motorhomes. A 
1,000-watt power inverter is tied to 
a pair of Group 31, 12-volt batteries 
to keep the refrigerator running with 
enough wattage left over to power the 
entertainment equipment. 

The split bathroom is another 
key element in this motorhome; it’s 
practical and makes the best use of 
the limited real estate. On the right is 
a big shower with a skylight to expand 
headroom. A glass door is a plus, con-
sidering many motorhome builders in 
this category gravitate toward plastic. 
Across the hall is the private toilet room 

fi ts the scheme tastefully. The largest 
of the three TVs is hung on a wall in 
back of the rear dinette seat. It can be 
viewed easily from the front dinette or 
cockpit seats, but those sitting on the 
couch will have to twist their necks. The 
other two TVs are in the bedroom and 
outside galley (more on that later).

Once the cockpit seats are swiveled 
and the aforementioned table is in 
place, the area becomes quite com-
fortable for six residents — and even 
a few visitors. Considering that entry-
level motorhomes appeal to younger 
families, the ability to satisfy the 
sleeping, eating and driving needs for 
mom and dad and up to four kids puts 
the Intent into a very favorable category.

Generous placement of cabinets, 
overhead and below the roomy galley 
counter, make this fl oorplan very ac-

QUEEN BED

WARDROBE
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DINETTE

REFRIGERATOR

SOFA BED

TV/STORAGE

STUDIOLOFT BED ABOVE
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Specifi cations
Chassis
Model  Ford F-53
Engine  6.8-L V-10
SAE Hp  320 @ 4,000 rpm
Torque  460 lb-ft @ 3,000 rpm
Transmission  6-speed Auto
Axle Ratio 4.3:1
Tires  245/70R19.5 LR G 
Wheelbase  190"
Brakes  Disc
Suspension Leaf spring
Fuel Capacity  80 gal
Fuel Economy N/A 
Warranty  12 months /15,000 miles  

Coach
Exterior Length  30' 10"
Exterior Width  8' 3.5"
Exterior Height  12' with A/C
Interior Width  8' 0.25"
Interior Height  7'
Construction  Aluminum frame, laminated 

fi berglass side walls, foam sheet insulation, 
rubber roof, steel cab structure

Freshwater Capacity  51 gal
Black-Water Capacity 36 gal
Gray-Water Capacity  42 gal
Hot-Water Capacity  6 gal
LP-Gas Capacity  10/20 gal
Air Conditioner  15,000 Btu
Furnace  30,000 Btu
Refrigerator  7.3 cu-ft 
Inverter 1,000 watts
Converter  45 amps
Batteries  (1) 12-volt chassis, (2) 12-volt house
AC Generator  4 kW
MSRP  $120,000
Warranty  12 months/15,000 miles basic; 
 36 months/36,000 miles structural

Wet Weight
(Water and heater, fuel tanks full; no supplies or 
passengers)
Front Axle 5,414 lbs
Rear Axle  9,122 lbs
Total  14,536 lbs

Chassis Ratings
GAWR, F/R 6,500 lbs/11,000 lbs
GVWR/GCWR  16,000 lbs/23,000 lbs
ROCCC  1,464 lbs (deduct weight of 
 passengers for net cargo carrying capacity)
GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR  Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR  Gross Combined Weight Rating 
ROCCC  Realistic Occupant and Cargo Carrying 
 Capacity (full water, no passengers)

For one, LP-gas is not stored in the 
usual frame-mounted tank. Instead, 
two 5-gallon cylinders, commonly 
found on trailers and fi fth-wheels, are 
mounted in a left-side compartment. 
The idea is to allow users to remove 
the cylinders for refi lling without 
moving the motorhome. To make this 
system workable, a dual-stage, auto 
changeover regulator is employed to 
allow an empty cylinder to be trans-
ported for fi lling without interrupting 
the fl ow of LP-gas. Towable owners 
have been doing this for many years, 
and it works well. To make the system 
even more versatile, provisions are 
made to carry two additional cylinders 
in the same compartment. Doing 
this will increase LP-gas capacity to 
20 gallons, and serve double duty by 
allowing one of the extra cylinders to 
be used to fi re barbecues and lanterns, 
for example, without devoting valuable 
storage space elsewhere. 

Exterior storage is pretty decent 
considering the available square 
footage. Two of the compartments on 
each side have shallow pass-throughs, 
which are suitable for storing fl at 
chairs and other longer items (think 
fi shing rods). You won’t fi nd slam-latch 
handles, but going with hardware 
typically used on towables keeps the 

price under control. What you will fi nd 
is a well-thought-out utility bay with 
3-inch fi ttings for the gray- and black-
water holding tanks, and a very large 
opening to allow the sewer hose to be 
routed into the compartment without 
struggling. Hooking up in an RV park is 
simple, sans complicated valving, and 
some of the connections, such as those 
for the cable and satellite TV, are on the 
outside wall. There is no gravity feed for 
fi lling the water tank, a feature that is 
headed for extinction in the motorhome 
segment of the industry, but there is a 
threaded cap on the tank that can be 
accessed inside for fi lling with a hose. 
Hatches are also provided for the sewer 
hose and the power cord. Batteries, 
commonly mounted under the entry 
steps in many Winnebago products, 
have been moved to a dedicated com-
partment for easy access and service.

At the rear, on the patio side, a 
large compartment door — held up 
with magnetic catches — leads to a 
well-equipped exterior kitchen/
entertainment center. Here you’ll fi nd 
a sink, a small compressor-type re-
frigerator that can be set for cooling 
or freezing food, a pull-out shelf and 
a 32-inch TV on a swivel bracket that 
can be positioned to watch from the 
patio. There is also 

Clockwise from top left: Stereo controls and backup monitor screen have been confi gured to 
rotate for easy viewing. Side-wall striping has “subliminal” W’s imprinted in a redundant pattern. 
Outside entertainment/galley center is equipped with a sink, fl ip-up counter, small refrigerator, 
120-volt AC service and a 32-inch TV. In a unique move, designers relocated LP-gas storage from 
the standard frame-mounted tank to a compartment that can house four 5-gallon cylinders.

(continued on page 66)
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Everything you need is within reach.

RIVERSIDE RESORT RV PARK
LAUGHLIN, NEVADA

We’re pleased to o�er you the following special
MotorHome Magazine Weekly Rate.*

 STARTING AT… 

$109 WEEKLY RATE
Plus…Two Complimentary Anytime Bu�ets!

To Make Your Riverside RV Park Reservations
CALL 1.800.227.3849

ASK FOR THE MOTORHOME MAGAZINE SPECIAL WEEKLY RATE.
*Excludes holidays and special event periods. Subject to availability. 

Two complimentary Anytime Buffets per space, per week.  
Management reserves all rights. Offer valid through April 07, 2018.

RiversideResort.com
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MAINTENANCE: WATER HEATER

By Chris Hemer

IN HOT WATER
Maintaining the conventional water heater in your motorhome takes only a few 
minutes each season, but can save you money and hassle down the road

“Residential” is a word we see a lot when reading about 
motorhomes. That’s because it’s really the only descriptor that 
allows those of us living in stick-and-mortar homes to relate to 

the various attributes of a contemporary home-on-wheels, not the least 
of which are the appliances. After all, modern conveniences are a good 
indicator of how livable a motorhome will be; without them, extended trips or 
full-time living would be very inconvenient if not impossible.

Chief among a motorhome’s 
key appliances is the humble water 
heater, which provides us the 
freedom to take hot showers/baths, 

still go on, but no one could argue 
that it would be a lot less pleasant. 

Though there have been recent 
advances in hot-water delivery, 
including hydronic systems and 
various tankless on-demand water 
heaters, the staple of the RV industry 
remains to be smaller versions 
of what we use in our permanent 
homes (most commonly 6- or 
10-gallon capacity), manufactured 
by either Atwood (Dometic) or 

clean dishes after an evening’s 
meal and disinfect our hands after 
using the restroom or emptying the 
holding tanks. Without it, life would 

[1] If your motorhome has been in storage 
for a season or more, this is likely what you’ll 
find when you remove the cover — dirt, dust 
and spider webs. In fact, there was still a 
spider present when we took this photo. 
[2] While dirt and other debris in the water 
heater enclosure aren’t attractive, they 
don’t do any harm. However, spiders and 
other critters love to build their homes in the 
burner tube, and that can reduce or obstruct 
the flow of LP-gas to the burner.

1 2
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MAINTENANCE: WATER HEATER

Suburban, a division of Airxcel Inc. 
They’re proven designs that provide 
a reliable hot-water source and can 
last for years if properly maintained. 
The main difference with regard to 
DIY service on these units has to do 
with the tank design; Atwood uses 
an aluminum-clad tank that does 
not require an anode rod, while 

Suburban models are porcelain-
lined steel and use an anode rod. 
What’s the difference? It’s mainly 
philosophical. Atwood claims that 
the aluminum tank lining acts as the 
anode and the metals in the water 
serve as the cathode so an anode 
rod isn’t required. Suburban uses an 
anode rod to draw the harmful elec-

888-847-7010

The Last LEAK 
You’ll Ever Have. . .
The Last ROOF 
You’ll Ever Need!

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 
Seams or Skylights 

• No Streaking • No Leaks...EVER!

100%
MAINTENANCE FREE

Call for FREE Information Kit 
www.rvroofingsolutions.com

Beautifully finished seamless roof

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 

MAINTENANCE FREE

Before

10 YEARS to get this

Beautifully finished seamless roof

3  DAYS to get this!

After

Booking appointments
Nov., Dec. & January

Florida & Southern States
Tampa RV Show Booth A105

Franchises Available 
www.RVRoo�ngFranchise.com

10 Year Material & Labor 
No Leak Guarantee
Work performed at 
   our location or yours

                                     Financing Available

[3, 4] On this Atwood water heater, the first step is to remove the igniter assembly (the thing 
that makes that “tick, tick, tick” sound before the burner lights). The unit is unplugged, then 
the single screw that holds the bracket in place is removed. [5] With the screw removed, the 
igniter bracket assembly can be lifted out of the way. [6] Use a piece of fine-grit sandpaper 
or emery cloth to clean the igniter electrode and ground wires. Make sure to hold the igniter 
assembly by the two wires as shown, not by the white porcelain, as it can crack if you’re not 
careful. If the porcelain is cracked, the igniter must be replaced. [7] The water-heater igniter 
is very similar to an engine’s spark plug — when it’s dirty, it doesn’t work very well. But also 
like a spark plug, its function can easily be restored by gently sanding off oxidation that can 
form on the metal wires over time. For the purpose of comparison, we cleaned just the bottom 
ground wire; compare it to the greenish-brown electrode.
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EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

CALL
1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 470

VISIT

GoodSamRVLoans.com/470

The Good Sam Finance Center Offers:
• Refinancing of Existing RV Loans

• Same Rates for New or Used RVs

• Private Party RV Loans

• Loans for Full-Timers

RECREATIONAL USE APRs* AS LOW AS

Take advantage of
TODAY’S LOW RATES

*  Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. 
Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.

** Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to 
the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is 
approved. APRs may vary with loan term. RV must be 2006 model year or newer; for RV model year 2006 to 
2007, add .25% to above rate. Maximum loan amount is calculated using an advance percentage determined 
by FICO score and multiplied by 110% of NADA base wholesale value. Maximum loan term is based loan 
amount. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A 7 year fixed-rate $55,000 loan. Based on an APR of 4.29%, 
this loan has 84 monthly payments of $759.15 each.

Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. In South Dakota, 
Bank of the West operates as Bank of the West California. NMLS ID # 19116. Member FDIC.
©2017 Good Sam Finance Center. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks  
of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited.  
All rights reserved GRL53404 - 0817

5.59%**

on loan amounts of  
$15k to $24,999

4.79%**

on loan amounts of  
$25k to $49,999

4.29%**

on loan amounts  
of $50k+

APR is fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate as of August 4, 2017. 
See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and loan amounts below $15,000.
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trolytic process away from the water-
heater tank lining, focusing corrosion 
on the anode rod and sparing the tank 
walls. When servicing a Suburban 
water heater, it’s important to 
inspect the anode rod; corrosion 
eats it away over time, and once it 
has lost 75 percent of its material, it 
should be replaced. The anode rod 
should be inspected at least every 
six months and more often in areas 
with extremely hard water. Other 
than these design details, maintaining 
either brand is a similar process; the 
tanks should be drained and flushed 
at the end of every season, the burner 
tube inspected and igniter cleaned 
at the beginning of each season. We 
stopped by C&S RV Service Center in 
Oxnard, California, and observed as 
their technicians performed routine 
preseason maintenance on a 6-gallon 
Atwood and a 10-gallon Suburban. 
Performing this maintenance con-
sistently will ensure that the water 
heater is always ready for use and will 
last as long as possible. 

[8] If you have access to compressed air, blow 
out the burner tube as shown to clear any 
spider webs or other debris. If compressed 
air isn’t available, you can remove the slotted 
burner tube cover (held in place with one 
screw) and run a flexible brush through the 
burner tube. Some spiders and many insects 
are attracted to the smell of the odorant in 
LP-gas. Their fine, silk-like webs will impede 
the proper flow of LP-gas. Use a burner brush 
to clean out the burner. When reassembling 
an Atwood burner, adjust the shutter, which 
is the sliding vent on the burner tube, one-
quarter of the way open to start, so the flame 
is mostly blue with a very slight orange tint 
here and there. When you walk away a few 
feet, the sound of the water heater should 
quiet down. A “roaring” water heater is too 
lean (too much air going in) and a lazier orange 
flame is too rich and needs more air. Sooting 
from the exhaust is an indication of a rich air 
setting and/or a blocked tube by a spider web. 
A Suburban burner is not adjustable.

8
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Indulge in the luxurious feel and deep-cushioned 
support of GelPro Elite, the world’s most 
comfortable fl oor mat. Featuring GelPro’s 
exclusive Dual Comfort Core of patented gel 
and energy-return foam, this stylish comfort 
mat is available in hundreds of designer patterns 
and colors to complement any décor.

1.866.435.6287 

GelPro.com

Comfort that looks
 as good as it feels.

Made in the USA
with Imported Top Fabric

COMFORT FLOOR MATS

FREE SHIPPING at GelPro.com!

Code: MotorShip  Expires 12/31/17

[9] The igniter assembly can then be re-
installed and plugged back in. [10] Next, 
check the emergency relief valve by pulling 
up on the handle. Water from the tank 
should start to trickle out of the valve if it 
is working properly. If the valve is sticky 
or won’t move, it must be removed with a 
pipe wrench and replaced. [11] Here is a 
good example of a frozen emergency relief 
valve. Note the calcium deposits and rust 
that eventually prevented the valve from 
functioning. [12] The water heater should be 
drained at the end of every season. Atwood 
water heaters use a plastic plug that is easily 
accessed using a ratchet, extension and 
5⁄16-inch socket. [13] Here is a plastic drain 
plug from an Atwood unit that is several 
years old. Note the silt residue caused by 
water-tank corrosion and infrequent main-
tenance. Metal plugs should not be used. 
[14] This anode rod did its job. Note that 
all of the magnesium has been eaten away 
by corrosion, leaving only the metal core. 
Obviously, you shouldn’t wait this long to 
replace the anode rod; it should be checked 
at least twice a year (more often when ex-
ceptionally hard water is used) for signs of 
corrosion and replaced when it has lost 75 
percent of its material.

PRO TIP

When replacing an anode rod or a drain plug, 
cover all the threads well with plumber’s 
tape. This will help prevent the plug from 
seizing into the tank from corrosion.

9 10 11

12 13 14

MAINTENANCE: WATER HEATER
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A luxurious clubhouse, full catering kitchen and activities center for outstanding social events. Huge lots with

20/30/50 amps and fiber optic cable/Internet. Premium creek-side lots with enlarged patio area, perfect for your

Class A, B or C motorhome, or 5th Wheel. We also have luxury log cabins for sale or rent.

A luxurious clubhouse, full catering kitchen and activities center for outstanding social events. Huge lots with

20/30/50 amps and fiber optic cable/Internet. Premium creek-side lots with enlarged patio area, perfect for your

Say goodbye to ordinary RV living! Enjoy the scenic North Georgia Mountains surrounded by
the picturesque Coosa and Anderson creeks. Relax with resort-style five-star amenities.

Say goodbye to ordinary RV living! Enjoy the scenic North Georgia Mountains surrounded by
the picturesque Coosa and Anderson creeks. Relax with resort-style five-star amenities.

WELCOME TO EXTRAORDINARY

See all that we have to offer at www.CrossingCreeksRVResort.com or call 706-835-1111

(*prices subject to change without notice)

IMAGINE
Imagine magical sunrises starting a day of fun and adventure with friends.

Imagine Cypress Trail RV Resort, the newest luxury RV Resort in beautiful Southwest Florida.

Best of all, we welcome most types of RVs...
Lots starting in the 50’s*. Call or visit today!

The trail that leads home!

See all that we have to offer at www.CypressTrailRV.com or call (239) 333-3246

BEST SELLING
RV RESORT

IN AMERICA
FOUR YEARS IN

A ROW!

A luxurious clubhouse, heated pool, spa, tennis, tournament-quality bocce and pickleball courts, shuffleboard and a
unique dog park & pool specially created for your pooch! Large lots up to 40' x 90' in a gated community with side-
walks. Lakefront or back-in sites available. Hard-wired cable TV/Internet at each site and WIFI at clubhouse.  Newly
opened phase now being offered featuring brick paved lots!

(*prices subject to change without notice)

Extraordinary starts at only
$39,900*. Call or visit today!

CCreeksMotorhomeComboHalfAd7-26-17Mech.qxp_Layout 1  7/26/17  2:28 PM  Page 1

Airxcel Inc. — Suburban Division
423-775-2131, www.airxcel.com/suburban

Atwood Mobile Products
800-546-8759, www.atwoodmobile.com

C&S RV Service Center
805-983-1673, www.candsrv.com

Western Leisure Products
800-654-2742,
www.westernleisureproducts.com

Sources

The Tank-saver from Western 
Leisure Products is an inex-
pensive and easy way to clean 
out the harmful sediments that 
can accumulate in the tank 
below the drain plug line. After 
opening the pressure relief 
valve on the water heater, 
remove the drain plug and 
attach the Tank-saver to a 
garden hose. The Tank-saver 
wand is then directed 
downward into the tank to 
remove any deposits. 

[15] Although it looks different, servicing a 
Suburban water heater is a similar process. 
First, unplug the electrode wire, as shown. 
[16] The electrode assembly is secured with 
one screw. [17] The Suburban electrode 
assembly is cleaned in the same manner as 
the Atwood. A few gentle passes with a piece 
of sandpaper and it will be good as new. 
[18] Checking the pressure relief valve is the 
same process as well. The biggest difference 
between the Atwood and the Suburban is that 
the Suburban comes with an anode-rod drain 
plug from the factory. 
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BOATS AND B’S
A COUPLE SPLITS THEIR TIME BETWEEN A 40-FOOT CATAMARAN AND A 2005 FOREST RIVER MB CRUISER

L ife is full of diffi cult choices. 
Take the decision to sell the 
house and travel full-time: Do you 

buy a boat and sail the open seas, 
or purchase a motorhome and take 
to the open road? If you are Robert 
and Becky Nordstrom, the answer is 
simple: Why not do both?

We fi rst met this adventurous 
couple while on a sailing trip near our 
home in Virginia. We had just tied up 
at the Urbanna Town Dock when an 
unfamiliar Class B motorhome in the 
parking lot caught our eyes. It didn’t 
take long to track down the owners 
— as luck would have it, they were on 
the boat right next to us.

It isn’t uncommon to meet 

liveaboard boaters, but these are 
the fi rst ones we’ve ever known who 
are also enthusiastic RVers. It is 
an understatement to say that the 
Nordstroms have embraced a life 
less ordinary. In 2009, when their 
youngest child left home, they sold 
their house near Charlotte, North 
Carolina, and moved aboard their 
40-foot catamaran. In his job as a 
remote program manager, Robert 
could work from anywhere with 
Internet access, and the couple found 
they loved snowbirding on the boat, 
with summers spent in Chesapeake 
Bay and winters in the Florida Keys 
and Caribbean. There was only one 
drawback — they could only explore 
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This article is part of a continuing series looking at motorhomes that have stood the test of 
time. They may have miles under their wheels, but they can still make dreams come true.  
Each has earned the right to be called “the classic ride.”

what was accessible by water. They 
tried keeping a car on land, but they 
found their desire to travel was still 
complicated by what Becky calls their 
“spontaneous lifestyle,” and the fact 
that they wanted to take their dog, 
Maggie, along on trips.

Above: Robert, Becky and Maggie aboard 
their other “mobile” home, a catamaran.
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By Ann Eichenmuller

At just under 22½ feet long and 7 feet wide, the MB Cruiser can fi t into tight spaces but lives large.

Above: Large side windows open up the living space. The Cruiser sports a full galley opposite 
the large sliding door that, when open, also increases the feeling of space in the interior.

“It can be hard to fi nd a pet-
friendly hotel where you want to go, 
especially at the last minute,” she 
notes.

They decided that what they really 
needed was a motorhome that could 
double as the family car. 

“We were looking for something 
we could drive every day, something 
with good fuel economy, but also 
something we could park on the 
street,” Robert says.

That narrowed their search to 
Class B units with a cost comparable 
to a typical family-sized SUV, which 
meant looking on the used market. 
They narrowed their search to 
anything with a Freightliner chassis, 
since Robert, a former Freightliner 
service director, knew the company 
produced a quality product. In 2014 
they began visiting dealers to get a 
feel for what was available and in the 
process added one more requirement 
to their wish list — a full bathroom. 

“In everything we looked at, the 
bathroom was just so small that 
Robert couldn’t fi t in there and close 
the door,” Becky laughs.

Then they saw the 2005 Forest 

River MB Cruiser. At 22 feet, 5 inches 
long and 7 feet wide, the Cruiser 
handled and parked more like a car 
than a motorhome. Its 2.7-liter, fi ve-
cylinder Mercedes-Benz diesel engine 
sipped fuel while feeling Iike a V-8, 
and with a Freightliner chassis and 
roomy back bathroom, it covered all 
of the Nordstroms’ requirements. It 
also sported a full galley, including 
a 2.7-cubic-foot refrigerator with 
freezer space, a two-burner stove and 
a microwave. Another plus was the 
storage — this Class B had generous 
overhead cabinet space inside and a 
rear spare-tire trunk with plenty of 
extra room. The Nordstroms were 
also drawn to the open feel of the 
unit, created by large rear and side 
windows and the absence of interior 
walls. They were also thrilled with 
the Cruiser’s 5,000-pound towing 
capacity, which would give them the 
fl exibility to add a toy-hauling trailer 
for trips. The decision to buy was 
made even easier by a selling price 
of $34,000, making the MB Cruiser 

no more costly than a full-sized SUV, 
and packing in far more potential for 
comfort and fun on the road.  

“And it’s pretty hard to beat 22 
mpg,” Robert adds.

While the unit was in good 
condition, at 9 years old it was lacking 
some modern necessities. The fi rst 
modifi cation the couple made was 
one they both saw as essential — a 
backup camera. Even with its open 
fl oorplan and sizeable windows, the 
Cruiser has some signifi cant blind 
spots, something Becky found out 
on her fi rst turn at the wheel. She 
was backing out of the parking space 
when Robert told her to stop and put 
the transmission in PARK. Then he 
motioned for her to get out and take a 
look behind the Cruiser. 

“I was about that close to hitting a 
tree,” says Becky, holding her hands 
just inches apart.

They installed a bundle that 
included the rear backup camera, 
large dash-mounted screen and a 
Bluetooth-compatible AM/FM/CD/DVD 

A RARE FIND 
Because it was only manufactured for four years, the Forest River MB Cruiser is in limited supply 
on the used market. It also continues to get rave reviews on RV forums, another reason this 
Class B has maintained its resale value in recent years. Current listings range from $32,000-
$39,400 but, considering the Cruiser’s track record, that is money well spent.
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stereo receiver. The 2.5-kW LP-gas 
generator wasn’t operating, so they 
replaced it with a slightly larger 2.7-kW 
unit. They also replaced the 10-foot 
patio awning with one that is 13 feet 
long, and Robert installed two rooftop 
MAXXAIR vents. 

Inside the motorhome, the 
upholstery and the woodwork were 
in good shape, so the only pressing 
job was the carpet. A water-pipe leak 
had soaked the floor, loosening dirt 
and leaving behind stains. Once the 
plumbing repair was complete, the 
Nordstroms got estimates to remove 
and replace the carpet. In the end, they 
purchased a remnant for $40 and did 
the work themselves.

“Of course, we also had to pick 
up $400 worth of tools to do the job,” 
Robert says, adding, "but we still came 
out ahead, and we got to keep the 
tools.”

There are still changes the couple 
would like to make. The first is to mount 
a new 26-inch flat-screen TV, a modi-
fication they were readying to do when 
we met. Another is to replace the fixed 
passenger seat with one that swivels, 
making it more usable while in camp. A 
third is to add an outdoor shower, since 
they utilize their indoor shower as a 
storage area on longer trips. 

After three years and 36,000 
miles, the Cruiser has more than 
lived up to the Nordstroms’ expecta-
tions. Although the MB Cruiser was 
only produced by Forest River from 
2003-2006, the Nordstroms have 
been pleased with the manufacturer 
support, and parts have proven easy to 
find, plus their RV has required little 
more than standard maintenance since 
its purchase. Day to day, it serves as 
a reliable grocery-getter, day-tripper 
and transport to and from the airport 
when Robert has to travel for his job. 
Then, when it's time for a vacation, 
they need only stock the fridge and 
pantry, and the Cruiser transitions 

into a completely self-contained 
motorhome. They hook up their 12-foot 
trailer, complete with kayaks, bikes 
and a motorcycle, and the Nordstroms 
are ready for their next adventure.

In the three years that they have 
owned their motorhome, the couple 
has explored parts of New England, 
the Appalachian Mountains, the Outer 
Banks and inland Florida. They do an 
annual trip to Stone Mountain, North 
Carolina, with two other camping 
couples. More recently, they used the 
Cruiser to attend their son’s wedding, 
staying at a campground in Biloxi, 
Mississippi, so close to the ocean that 
their tires were touching the sand. 

In addition to vacation travel, having 
a motorhome instead of a car also 
makes the sometimes complicated 
logistics of sailing and moving a vehicle 
from port to port more comfortable. 
Robert tries to time transferring the 

Cruiser with business trips, “boon-
docking” on the drive to their next 
sailing port and flying out of a nearby 
airport. 

“It’s perfect for what we use it for,” 
Robert affirms.

For all that they love about their 
Cruiser, they do have one complaint — 
the bed. As is the case in most Class 
B's, the sleeping quarters must be 
broken down each morning. In the 
Cruiser, the sofa opens and the dinette 
folds down, creating a spacious 60-by-
72-inch bed, which necessarily blocks 
transit from the galley to the bathroom.

“It’s not a huge inconvenience,” 
Becky says, buts she admits that 
a dedicated bed is something they 
would factor into any decision to buy a 
larger unit. 

That is a possibility they leave open 
for the future, after Robert retires. 
For now their MB Cruiser is just right, 
giving them the ability to travel both 
by land and by sea, making this 12-
year-old Class B a fun and functional 
classic ride. 

We Specialize in  
Diesel Pushers

• Trailing Arm Replacement Kits and  
Ride Enhancement Kits for Monaco,  

Roadmaster, Freightliner, Ford.
• Try us for all hard to find  
or out of production parts.

• Visit us at our  
New Service Center in Coburg, OR 

• Custom-tuned “Platinum Series” Shocks  
manufactured exclusively for SEI by Bilstein USA.

OEM DISTRIBUTOR  
FOR RADIATORS, CHARGE 

AIR COOLERS AND OIL 
COOLERS FOR MONACO, 
ROADMASTER, COUNTRY 
COACH AND WESTERN RV

OEM DISTRIBUTOR 

YOUR  
FIRST SOURCE 

FOR RV CHASSIS 
PERFORMANCE!

Trailing Arm Kits

4 Bag Ride  
Enhancement Kits

Charge Air Coolers

541-343-0293 
www.RV-CHASSIS.com

“THE NORDSTROMS WERE ALSO DRAWN TO THE OPEN 
FEEL OF THE UNIT, CREATED BY LARGE REAR AND SIDE  
WINDOWS AND THE ABSENCE OF INTERIOR WALLS.”
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COACHMEN SPORTSCOACH, MIRADA SELECT, MIRADA, PURSUIT, LEPRECHAUN, FREELANDER, CONCORD, PRISM, ORION, FREEDOM EXPRESS, BROOKSTONE, CHAPARRAL, GALLERIA, WORK N PLAY 

FOREST RIVER BERKSHIRE, LEGACY, FORESTER, FORESTER MBS,SUNSEEKER, SUNSEEKER MBS, PUMA, SOLAIRE, FLAGSTAFF, CARDINAL, BLUE RIDGE, CEDAR CREEK, COTTAGE, SILVERBACK, SURVEYOR, RPOD, WILDCAT • HEARTLAND TRAIL RUNNER, RADIANCE • NUCAMP CIRRUS, TAB 

LEISURE TRAVEL SERENITY, UNITY, WONDER • MIDWEST DAYCRUISER, WEEKENDER • PLEASURE WAY ASCENT, PLATEAU, LEXOR • REGENCY • RIVERSIDE WHITEWATER • ROADTREK

NOKOMIS
2110 N. Tamiami Trail 
Nokomis, FL 34275 

(941) 966-2182 
Toll Free 1-800-262-2182

LAKELAND
940 Lakeland Park Ctr. Dr.  

Lakeland, FL 33809 
(863) 853-9177 

Toll-free 1-877-663-7506

BRADENTON
6120 S.R. 64 East
(Just west of I-75) 

Bradenton FL 34208
(941) 748-8889

NOW OPEN!
FORT MYERS

5600 Enterprise Parkway 
Fort Myers FL 33905

(239) 275-4200

TAMPA

SARASOTA

ORLANDO
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75
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4
GERZENY’S
R.V. WORLD

LOCATIONS
LAKELAND

BRADENTON

NOKOMIS

FORT MYERS

BRADENTON NOW OPEN!

rvworldinc.com

Note: Not all brands are available at all locations. Please call!

Home of the Happy Camper®

40 YEARS AND GROWING!   

 Turn your RV into $$$. Sell it. Consign it. Trade it. CALL ANY LOCATION AND ASK FOR THE CONSIGNMENT DEPT.
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Gas &
Diesel!

Van
Campers

& Toy
Haulers

Mini
Homes

Specialty
RVs

& Extra
Lights

CLASS A

CampersCLASS B

& Toy
Haulers5TH WHEELS

HomesCLASS C

SpecialtyCLASS B+

& Extra
LightsTRAILERS

Gerzeny’s R.V. World has been serving Florida RV buyers since 1977 at its flagship location in Nokomis 
(between Sarasota and Venice) and a branch in Lakeland. Now, Gerzeny's R.V. World has opened stores in 

Bradenton and Fort Myers to better serve its customers on the Gulf Coast of Florida and beyond.

FULL-SIZE RVS (CLASS A & C)

SMALL RVS (CLASS B & B+)

5TH WHEELS & TRAILERS
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QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN
TECH SAVVY

Spray-in Convenience
For difficult-to-access batteries that require refilling the cells with distilled water, I 
use a 1-gallon pump sprayer (such as is used for weed killer). I can direct the nozzle 
into the battery and fill with distilled water. You can pick this up for less than $10 at 
a home-improvement store. To make sure I don’t overfill the cells, I use a lighted 
inspection mirror, available online, for less than $10.
Glenn Cannon | Waco, Texas 

Have an Idea? Quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your DIY ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750 
Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Be sure to include any photos, 
illustrations or drawings. If your tip is selected for publication, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN.
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Rack ‘Em
Our 2012 Sunseeker has only a single towel ring in the bathroom. We have found 
that setup to be inadequate for long tours with two people, and we solved it by using 
the bathroom door as a mounting point for a hand-made towel and washcloth rack. 
Since RV hollow-core doors have very narrow frames, we made our rack as wide 
as the frame allows when closed. We opted for square towel rods to ensure that 
the towels would not “walk” off the rods while we drove. After a 500-mile trip, the 
towels and washcloths remained on the rods.
George R. Woodside | Via email

Dinette Storage
We are full-timers who travel to many different areas of the 
country where the water supply is questionable at best, so we 
began buying drinking water and refilling gallon jugs at purified-
water stations. Stowing water jugs, soda cans and single bottles 
of water in the space under the dinette booth was fine, until we 
realized that we could barely get our feet under the table.

As we don’t need the entire bench seating area for the two 
of us, I placed a 12-inch board, cut the width of the table, on the 
supports designed to hold the table when lowered for a bed. I 
added a 3-inch lip, cut shorter than the board, to avoid items 
moving around when we are traveling. The lip was cut shorter so 
that the cushions would not be damaged by rubbing up against it. 
As the board just rests on the supports it can easily be removed if 
needed to convert the dinette to a bed. The best thing: A big-box 
lumber store cut the board to size from a free scrap 2-by-4.
Nanci Dixon | Sioux Falls, South Dakota
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Discover more with Hymer. 6 YEAR
Industry Leading
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It’s not about having time,  
it’s about making time.
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QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN

Infuriating Inverter

TECH SAVVY

This is a case of one person’s word 
against another. Johnston claims 
there was nobody available to repair 
the inverter and, even if there was, 
there were no parts available. 
However, as you’ll read in the letter 
below, the claims administrator 
stated that parts — and a technician 
— were available, and that the 
inverter should have been fi xed.

Below is the company’s 
response, followed by an update 
from Johnston that demonstrates 
the assistance upon which Hot Line 
prides itself.

The company responded:

American Guardian (AG) is the claims 
administrator and obligor for the USA 
Travel Care vehicle service contract 
that Mr. Johnston purchased. Our 
records show that AG was contacted on 

Contact Hot Line for HelpTake Action
Hot Line assists in mediating confl icts between consumers and RV dealers and manufactur-
ers, accessories suppliers and service providers. After exhausting all other resources, send 
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036 
and enclose copies of appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. Selected letters will be edited and published unless otherwise requested.

In February, my 13-year-old motorhome’s inverter malfunctioned, and 
the 12-volt powered items stopped working. I opened the compartment 

where the inverter was mounted and saw black soot around the vent holes and 
smelled smoke. I checked the power in and out of the inverter and determined 
that the inverter was not functioning. 

I have an extended warranty with USA Travel Care. I contacted them and 
was told to have a repair company check out the unit, and then call USA Travel 
Care for authorization. A repair person examined the inverter and said the unit 
was bad. He then called USA Travel Care for authorization to replace it. He 
received authorization and ordered a new unit, which was a new model. The 
repair person told me he looked for parts and a technician who could repair 
the old unit, and was told none were available. Because of the cost of repair 
or replacement, an inspector was required to look at the old unit to confi rm it 
was not working.

I also called Dimension, the inverter’s manufacturer, and spoke with a 
technician, Scott Patterson, regarding available parts to repair the inverter. 
He told me, “This model hasn’t been manufactured for several years, and no 
parts are available.”

Once the new unit was installed and the invoice submitted, USA Travel 
Care paid all but $458.90, stating that I should have had the unit repaired, not 
replaced. I called Dimension again to check again on availability of parts and 
was again told no parts are available for a unit that old.

I called Dennis Delano at USA Travel Care and he said that there were 
parts available and that the unit should have been repaired. I think USA Travel 
Care should pay the additional $458.90.
David Johnston | Fridley, Minnesota

March 7, 2017, by Robert’s RV Repair of 
Surprise, Arizona, to report a claim for 
the consumer. The repairer diagnosed 
that the circuit board in the Magnum-
Dimensions inverter had failed, and 
requested to replace the inverter with 
a new unit. AG verifi ed the failure and 
offered to have the inverter rebuilt and 
delivered overnight. The AG agent had 
contacted the vendor, RV MD of Tucson, 
Arizona, to verify that they could rebuild 
the Magnum-Dimensions inverter. 

The consumer and repairer refused 
the offer even though the rebuilder was 
relatively near Tucson. The repairer 
went ahead with the new unit with 
the consumer’s authorization. Subse-
quently, AG issued payment for what it 
would have allowed for the rebuilt unit 
and paid $1,812.55 to the repairer. 

In this case, we believe that we met 
the terms of the service contract, as 
an agent offered a rebuilt, similar and 
quality inverter that was guaranteed and 
met the terms of the contract. AG would 
have backed the replacement part in the 
event of a problem. Since receiving the 
complaint inquiry, AG has contacted the 
consumer and offered a compromise for 
half the difference of his out-of-pocket 
cost for a signed release. 
John Wendt, VP Claims and 
Underwriting, American Guardian Group 
of Companies | Warrenville, Illinois

We then received the following from 
Johnston:

I’m pleased to report that Delano 
called to ask if I would consider 
splitting the unpaid balance. I agreed. 
— D.J. 

Frustrated with a partial reimbursement for replacing an inverter 
that is no longer manufactured, a reader asked for our help in 
recouping the rest of the cost. He wrote:
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*Distant Network Service: Add ABC, CBS, NBC and FOX from Los Angeles to your account to get network stations in HD wherever you roam! May be received only with a satellite 
antenna that is permanently attached to an RV or commercial truck. Additional restrictions apply. Proof of vehicle registration and other verifi cation requirements apply.

** Important Terms and Conditions: All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. 
†After 3 months you will be billed $15/mo unless you call to cancel. HBO® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Offi ce, Inc.

Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment 
upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualifi ed former customers. Offers 
subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

Hurry, offer expires October 29, 2017. Call Camping World at 1.877.793.4801 to activate your DISH programming!

DISH Wally® HD Satellite Receiver #87758 Club SALE $84.97 Reg. $109

USER-FRIENDLY FEATURES!

Great TV on the Road—
    Whenever & Wherever 
              You Want!

•  Works with any DISH® satellite 
antenna to bring you Pay-As-You-Go 
Programming

• Radio frequency remote can be used  
   inside or outside the RV, through the
   wall up to 200 ft. away
• Locate your missing remote with the  
   remote finder

• Easy access to your favorite apps
   and streaming content like Netflix
   (requires streaming membership 
   and Wi-Fi Adapter)
•  Additional Wally™ accessories 

available including: Bluetooth 
adapter and headphones, Wi-Fi 
adapter and additional remotes

With DISH® Pay-As-You-Go programming**:

•  Pay only for the months you use
•  Compatible with all DISH-specifi c antennas 

and most mobile satellite antennas
•  Only DISH lets you watch your favorite 

shows in HD
•  No charge to start or stop monthly service
•  Programming for as little as $34.99 

per month!
• HBO included for 3 months† with activation

Enjoy DISH® Pay-As-You-Go Programming 
with the Wally Receiver!

Enjoy DISH® Pay-As-You-Go Programming 

Small footprint is perfect 
for RV living! NOWAVAILABLEAVAILABLEDistant NetworkService in HD!*

(ABC, CBS, NBC, FOX)
Add for $10/mo.

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 20%

Dish Network, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card
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Map# Event Name Dates** Venue
01 Great American RV Show - CO Springs 9/28/17 - 9/30/17 Norris Penrose Events Center
02 Colorado RV Adventure Travel Show 1/4/18 - 1/6/18 Colorado Convention Center
03 Wisconsin RV Show 1/5/18 - 1/7/18 Wisconsin Center District
04 Knoxville RV Show 1/5/18 - 1/7/18 Sevierville Convention Center
05 Savannah RV Show 1/5/18 - 1/7/18 Savannah Int’l Trade & Convention Center
06 Greater Atlanta RV Show 1/5/18 - 1/7/18 Georgia Int’l Convention Center
07 South Carolina RV & Camping Show - Greenville 1/5/18 - 1/7/18 TD Convention Center
08 Mid America RV Show 1/11/18 - 1/14/18 Kansas City Convention Center - Bartle Hall
09 Washington Camping RV Expo 1/12/18 - 1/14/18 Dulles Expo Center
10 Greater Chicago RV Show 1/12/18 - 1/14/18 Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center
11 New Jersey RV & Camping Show  -   Edison 1/19/18 - 1/21/18 New Jersey Convention & Exposition Center
12 Lexington RV Show 1/19/18 - 1/21/18 Kentucky Horse Park
13 Cincinnati - Dayton RV Show 1/25/18 - 1/28/18 Dayton Convention Center
14 Greater Phoenix RV Show 1/26/18 - 1/28/18 Phoenix Convention Center
15 Minneapolis/St. Paul RV, Vacation & Camping Show 2/9/18 - 2/11/18 Minneapolis Convention Center
16 Richmond Camping RV Expo 2/9/18 - 2/11/18 Richmond International Raceway Complex
17 Chattanooga RV Show 2/16/18 - 2/18/18 Chattanooga Convention Center
18 Atlantic City RV & Camping Show 2/16/18 - 2/18/18 Atlantic City Convention Center
19 Gulf Coast RV Show - Mobile 2/16/18 - 2/18/18 Mobile Convention Center
20 Harrisburg RV & Camping Show - Pennsylvania 2/22/18 - 2/25/18 PA Farm Show Complex & Event Center
21 Columbus RV Show 2/23/18 - 2/25/18 Greater Columbus Convention Center
22 Colorado RV, Sports & Travel Show 3/1/18 - 3/4/18 National Western Complex
23 Central Illinois RV Show - Peoria 3/2/18 - 3/4/18 Peoria Civic Center
24 Rhode Island RV & Camping Show 3/2/18 - 3/4/18 Rhode Island Convention Center
25 Virginia RV Show - Hampton 3/9/18 - 3/11/18 Hampton Roads Convention Center
26 Springfield RV & Camping Show 3/16/18 - 3/18/18 BOS Convention Center
27 Greater Tucson RV Show 3/23/18 - 3/25/18 Tucson Convention Center
28 Good Sam RV Super Show - Indianapolis 4/12/18 - 4/15/18 Indianapolis Motor Speedway

COME AND SEE US AT A SHOW LOCATION NEAR YOU!

*Good Sam Club members save 50% on up to two (2) adult admission tickets.  **Dates subject to change.  ^Retail value $7.99.  GS038666-0617

800.848.6247  |  GSEvents.com
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Airing Up Duallies
In an effort to make putting 
air in the duallies of our 2015 

Pleasure Way Pursuit an easier 
experience, we are trying to decide 
between buying replacement valve 
stems and having a professional 
install them, or buying a portable 
air compressor and extensions 
or adapters, which we can install 
ourselves. 

Last night I came across what 
seems to be a third option. I found 
two products that give a central 
air input point, equalize pressure 
between the two tires and have a 
visual indicator when the pressure is 
low. One is Cat’s Eye and the other 
is Crossfi re. We would probably still 
have a professional install one of 
them. Can you share some wisdom 
on which is the best option for ease 
of airing up dually tires?
Elisa Rios | Sedona, Arizona

Both products make it easier 
to check and adjust dual tire 

pressures, and have external visual 
indication. These systems allow 
air transfer from one tire to the 
other to equalize pressure, which 

TECH SAVVY

is a good thing as long as there’s 
no air leak. An internal check valve 
will prevent the good tire from going 
fl at in the case of a tire blowout or a 
broken pressure hose. Cat’s Eye Tire 
Pressure Maintenance System is from 
Link Manufacturing (800-222-6283, 
www.linkmfg.com). Crossfi re Tire 
Pressure Maintenance System is by 
Dual Dynamics (800-228-0394, www.
dualdynamics.com). 

I prefer not to endorse products or 
brands. Both products appear to do the 
job you’re looking for and seem to be 
made to hold up to rugged commercial 
use. Keep in mind that you still won’t 
have a system that informs the driver 
in the cab as the motorhome is going 
down the highway, unless you add 
a tire-pressure monitoring system 
connected wirelessly to a dash display.

Current Draw
I have always kept my rig plugged 
in so my Xantrex can keep my 

batteries topped up. I check water 
levels monthly, as there is some loss 
over time. I put a clamp meter on the 
positive cable on the Xantrex and found 
10 amps plugged in and 1 amp draw 

unplugged. I turned off the battery 
disconnect and the 1 amp remained! If 
I could not keep it plugged in, I would 
defi nitely need a disconnect switch 
between the batteries and the Xantrex!
Paul Thorpe | Gig Harbor, Washington

You didn’t mention the make 
and model of your coach, nor the 

Xantrex model. I assume you mean you 
measured current fl ow on the positive 
cable of a Xantrex power converter/
inverter that goes to the battery pack. A 
simple converter, which acts as a battery 
charger, won’t draw from the battery, 
but an inverter/charger will draw current 
when it’s connected to a battery, even 
when it’s on standby. Therefore you 
should have a battery disconnect, which 
is a good idea on all rigs. 

We reached out to Xantrex and 
spoke with Don Wilson, the company’s 
“Tech Doctor,” for his take:

Most RV OEMs do not wire the 
inverter through the disconnect for a 
variety of reasons. For instance, the 
size of the circuit may require a much 
larger disconnect. If it is a charger as 
well, a disconnect would prevent it 
from charging the battery backup, and 
other reasons. 

By Ken Freund

QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN

The strong Arizona and California sun has 
taken its toll on my 2012 Fleetwood Bounder. 
Two problems have developed: The side 
cameras have become clouded and hamper 

clear vision, and the front side windows have developed a 
fog. Can you suggest any corrections?
Mike Chamberlin | San Clemente, California

The camera lenses may have become sun damaged. 
About the only thing you can do for that is replace 

the lenses and try to keep them covered in the future. 
The double-pane side windows become fogged when 

the seal between them leaks. This happens even in less 
sunny climates. MotorHome ran an informative article 
on this topic in our June 2016 issue. The article is also 
available online at www.motorhome.com/rv-how-to/rv-
tech-tips/motorhome-window-swapping.

Sun Damage
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COACH & POWERTRAIN

The inverter does have a micropro-
cessor that needs power, although 1 
amp is a bit high and I would question 
the calibration of the meter. So, yes, 
there is a small draw, and that’s 
not just with Xantrex products … all 
inverters will have this behavior. 

If you’re only storing short-term, 
then you’re fine. For long-term 
storage, a trickle-charger, small solar 
maintainer or hard-disconnecting the 
batteries would be the best solutions. 
For the above-mentioned drawbacks 
of putting the inverter through a 
disconnect, a full hard-disconnect is 
truly a better solution than a solenoid 
disconnect switch.
Don Wilson | Xantrex Tech Doctor

Workhorse Dash-Cluster 
Problem

I have a 2003 Winnebago 
Adventurer motorhome on a 

Workhorse chassis. I can’t read the 
odometer or anything on the digital 
readout because the readout is faulty. 
There are places out there that can fix 
the problem but how do I remove the 
cluster from the dash?
Ross Thompson | Saginaw, Michigan

The problematic LCD dash 
clusters used in Class A 

motorhomes built on Workhorse 
chassis between 2003 to 2010 were 
made by Actia (www.actiaus.com). 
Ultra RV Products of Centralia, 
Washington, (800-417-4559, www.
ultrarvproducts.com) offers its Actia 
Instrument Cluster LCD Upgrade 
Kit, which replaces the previous 
instrument system and LCD screen. 
This is a fairly complex job, and you 
need to be an experienced DIYer to do 
this, or you may choose to have it done 
by an RV shop or auto-electric expert. 
You can find detailed instructions 
online at http://rvlife.com/replacing-
your-workhorse-lcd-cluster. 

Driving in the Dark
The clearance lights are not 
working on my 1999 Holiday 

Rambler Vacationer (continued on page 67)
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For information on Marketplace Advertising rates contact Terry Thompson at 206-310-6234R  AR ET LACE

Senior, Veteran, Combo Discounts!

Luxurious, Self-Ventilating Mattress
Natural, Washable Covers

Only Adjustable for PlatformsOnly Adjustable for Platforms

Normal Access To Storage 
with Short Frame Option

Lift Storage Lid

Raise back 
of Adjustable

Storage 
Hinge

(Up to 30 Inches)(42 - 50 Inches)

german schlafsystemmegerman schlafsystemmegerman schlafsystemme

MADE IN AUSTRIAMADE IN AUSTRIAMADE IN AUSTRIA

Starting at 
$898!

The Finest/Toughest Bikecover 
Built To Beat The Weather

• Made of 600D Canvas
• Call for Colors Available
• 3 Sizes Available
• Made in the USA

USARoadbag.com
(208) 660-6351

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE
RV Marketplace
or Dealers &
Destinations  

CONTACT:
Terry Thompson 
206-310-6234
terry.thompson@goodsam.com 
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To advertise in the Classifi eds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

ACCESSORIES

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant--good to 300˚ F. 5-year warranty. 
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401
To sell 800-952-0401
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HOMES FOR SALE

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s. 
RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s. 
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

Ultimate Priv RV Home - N. Georgia
Climate controlled 3400sq Ft RV Barn w/full
bath, kitchen & laundry room. 3-14 ft doors, 
wash racks & upstairs loft. 8800+ sq ft. 
House, large pool, driving range, putting 
green, elevator, guest suite, 6 BR 71⁄2 Ba., 
3 Kitchens, H Offi ce, Theater Room, Safe
Room, Large Outdoor Entertainment area, 
on 13.75 acres, year around stream runs thru 
property. Additional work shop with 3 car 
garage attached, total of six car garage. 
Listed at current appraised price 2.8m. Minutes 
from GA 400 & Outlet Mall. Call Alex 
678-642-8227 for info & pics.

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT - FROSTPROOF, FLA
•Manufactured Home Lots, RV Port Lots
•New Home/Lot Packages from the $120s
•1-863-635-3685. www.lilylake.com

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village
Rentals available for Pull-throughs,
Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas
956-585-5568 www.bentsenpalm.com

CENTRAL FLORIDA RV HOMES-Featuring
2-car garage and 20x57 motor coach garage at
Arlington Ridge, award-winning 55+ community
in Leesburg, FL. Community features 24-hour
gatehouse, 18-hole championship golf course,
fi tness center, 2 pools, spa, sports courts and
full service restaurant/bar. From $289,400 to
mid-$300’s. Call 844-212-7872 or visit
www.ArlingtonRidgeUSA.com 

UNIQUE OPPTY-NAPLES, FL AREA. Furnished
3550 sq. ft. estate home in a gated country
club comm. Inc. integral RV garage (up to 45’)
and 5 add. garages for your car collection.
Call Harold @ 239-405-8852 for details.

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!!

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

3 Locations in So. California! 800-961-4464
San Marcos-Off Hwy 78-Camping World
Accessory Store on Site.
Santee - Off Hwy 67 @ Riverford
Palm Desert - Off I-10 @ Washington St.
Over 400 Motorhomes & Towables!
HOLLANDRVCENTERS.COM

HOLLAND MOTOR HOMES - Michigan
Renegade Super C + Sprinter RV’s
www.holland-motorhomes.com
800-221-7197

MOTORHOMES WANTED

WANTED:
2003 & Newer Gas or Diesel 
“A “B” or “C” Motorhomes

Instant Cash
Nationwide Pick-up

Contact Mike at
(509)994-0718

mmohondro@freedomrvusa.com

$ RV BUYERS OF AMERICA $  
WE BUY YEAR 2003 & NEWER DIESEL 

& GAS • FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP  
TOLL FREE  1-888-782-8987  

www.rvbuyersusa.com 
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE 
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We’ll Buy Your Motorhome

*Will Buy Towables on West Coast

Cash paid today for your RV

Call today to see 
how much your RV 

might be worth

Contact Wes at 855-902-9118

888.783.4009    813.783.4000

WE BUY & SELL LUXURY MOTORHOMES.  
Huge hand-picked inventory.  MotorHomeFinders.com

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model motorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign
vogtrv.com - (817) 831-4222

WANTED USED DIESELS
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS
NATIONWIDE PICKUP
(602) 421-3870

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes.
All makes and models.No hassles. 
For instant cash call Keith Roy 
(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

I BUY MOTORHOMES
CALL GAVIN...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 321-332-8410

NATIONWIDE RV BUYER
Searching for 2007 and newer Pre-Owned RVs
Call 303.717.0880 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com
www.rvbuyerswest.com

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or
diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.
Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

We can sell your RV Fast & for the Highest Price
Florida’s #1 Consignment RV Sales Center
Conveniently located on the Space Coast in 
Titusville, FL. Pickup available. Visit us at
Eaglespriderv.com or call Al @ 321-383-4495

I BUY MOTORHOMES
CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 210-287-2628

RV SPACES FOR RENT

LARGE RV SPACES 55+, Bellfl ower, CA
POOL, CLUBHOUSE, ACTIVITIES, WIFI
Website: rosewoodland.com/mhp
Rosewoodrvpark@gmail.com 562-867-3227

SERVICES

TAX FREE Montana Vehicle Registration

Avoid high licensing fees and sales tax

Assisting clients worldwide with Montana 
vehicle registration for over 19 years.

Jared S. Heggen, Licensed Attorney 
888-777-5032 | heggenlawof�ce.com

Register your Vehicle & SAVE THOUSANDS

$800 for a 1 day MT LLC and RV Registration
All fees incl. Plates in your hands in 3 days.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com
Call for more info 406-552-0004.

NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass 
All makes and models, National warranty 
$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
Setup a Montana LLC today with the most
experienced company in the industry!
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed
Montana Attorney for an understanding of
LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals
to get a comprehensive explanation.
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save 
over the past 20 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for 
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504
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CLASSIFIEDS
To avoid paying taxes,
There are laws you must know.
Thus, speak to an attorney,
Not a salesman who just wants your dough!
www.bennettlawofficepc.com 866-543-5803
Three Montana attorneys on staff.

TOURS

Guided RV Tours & Rallies
Lower 48•Alaska•Canada•Overseas
Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-872-7897 or 
www.adventurecaravans.com

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES
Pre-Planned Routes, Expert Guides and
Safe Travel-North America & Overseas.
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496

CLASSIFIEDS ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
RS # ADVERTISER PAGE #

101 5 Star Tuning ...............................  5
102  Blue Ox  ....................................... 21
103  Brazel’s RV Performance  ........ 62
104 Cal-Am Properties  .................... 71
 Camping World  ....................40-41
 Camping World RV Sales  ........ 39
 Classifieds ............................. 64-66
 Coach House Inc.  ..................... 37
105  CoverCraft  .................................... 8
106 Crossing Creeks RV Resort  ..... 51
107  Custom Glass Solutions  ........... 35
108  Cypress Trail  .............................. 51
110  Dave & LJ RV Interiors  ............ 67
111  Dethmers Manufacturing  ........ 30
112  Dish Network .............................  59
114 Florida Grande
 Motorcoach Resort  .................. 12
115 Foretravel .....................................  2
116  Geico  ........................................... 17
 Gelpro  ......................................... 50
 Good Sam RV Loans  ................. 49
 Good Sam VIP Provided by 
 GMAC Insurance  ...................... 24
 Good Sam Media & Events .....  60
  Harbor Freight Tools  ................ 69
117  Heritage Motorcoach 
 Resort & Marina  ....................... 30
113  Hymer  ......................................... 57
122  iBall Hitch Cam ..........................  62
118  Jayco Entegra .......................10-11
119  Lake Weir Living  ......................... 9
120  Newell Coach Corporation  ...... 72
123  Pala Casino Spa & Resort  ....... 15
125  RV Armor, Inc.  ........................... 20
 RV Marketplace  ........................ 63
126  RV Roofing Solutions  ................ 48
127  RV World of Nokomis  ............... 55
109  RVibrake by Danko Mfg.  .......... 12
124  Riverside Resort Hotel 
 & Casino  ..................................... 46
 RoadLens ...................................... 7
128  Sea Eagle .....................................  8
129  Source Engineering  .................. 54
130  Steinbring Motorcoach  ........... 67
131  The Minder Research  ................ 5
132  Thor Industries  .......................... 31
133  Tiffin Motor Homes  ................... 29
134 Vogt RV Center  .......................... 68
135  Winnebago Industries  ............. 19
136  Xantrex  ....................................... 13
While every effort is made to maintain accuracy 
and completeness, last-minute changes may  
occasionally result in omissions or errors.

CLASSIFIED RATES

Display Classified Advertising Rate

1” ad B/W ........................................... $395 
2” ad B/W ........................................... $675
Add $75 for color. 
Frequency discounts apply.

Optional Red Type

For your ad to appear in red type, add $50  
for Commercial ad, add $25 for Private Party

Photos

For ad with picture, add $65 (B/W or color 
print acceptable; high-resolution digital 
image preferred).
Limit one photo per ad.

How To Place An Ad

Submit ad copy by mail, email or fax. 
Please include your name, address and 
phone number. Mail: Send with payment 
(check; money order; VISA, MC, Discover 
or American Express number, signature 
and expiration date) to: 

MotorHome Classifieds
Attention: Katey Purgatorio
3431 S. 257th Street
Kent, WA 98032

Questions:  Phone 847-229-6756 
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

a drawer for utilities, a paper-towel 
holder, a 120-volt AC receptacle and 
even a bottle opener.

A pump must be switched on to drain 
the water from the exterior sink into the 
gray-water tank. It’s located in an adja-
cent compartment, where a manifold-type 
water system neatly organizes all the 
lines. The only water connections are at 
this manifold and the faucets and toilet, 
resulting in no extreme bends in the Pex 
tubing or unions elsewhere to leak.

While there are certain compro-
mises that were needed to get the price 
point to entry level, one of them was 
not structural integrity. Designers and 
engineers were quick to point out that 
proprietary construction techniques 
were maintained throughout the Intent 
line. The one-piece front cap is a first 
and very pleasant looking; it houses 
the aforementioned one-piece, flush-
mounted windshield. A large hood 
opens wide to reveal access to the 
starting battery and to provide easy 
reach to all of the fluid fill locations. Be-
hind the cap is basically the same steel 
cage that delivers comparable cockpit 
protection afforded by all Winnebago 
Class A products.

Side walls are comprised of alumi-
num framing and laminated panels, in 
step with other Winnebago products, 
but the Intent is fitted with a rubber roof 
in lieu of fiberglass.

Overall, this is a highly livable floor-
plan for the size of the motorhome. A 
lot of thought went into providing sys-
tems that are easy to understand and 
use. Many of the high-tech gizmos are 
absent, but Winnebago has retained 
convenience items like the OnePlace 
control center. The company has fo-
cused on simplicity without compro-
mising comfort for a family of up to six. 
Thoughtfully, since there is virtually no 
option list, neophytes will not have to 
risk leaving something out during the 
purchasing process.

Kudos to Winnebago for expand-
ing the marketplace for people with 
smaller budgets who still want the 
quintessential Class A experience. 

Winnebago Industries Inc.
641-585-3535, www.winnebagoind.com

(continued from page 45)
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Class A motorhome. Where can I find 
the fuse box? 
Real de Repentigny | Saguenay, Quebec, 
Canada

There are two fuse panels on 
the Ford F-53 chassis. One is 

small and located under the dash on 
the driver’s side against the firewall. 
The main panel is under the front 
hood, near the top on the driver’s 
side, also against the firewall. I think 
the running-light fuse is in the panel 
under the hood. Hopefully, a new fuse 
will get it working. Sometimes fuses 
corrode or crack. However, if you have 
a blown fuse, and it blows again, you’ll 
need to track down the location of the 
short circuit. This may require an RV or 
automotive electrician.

Inoperative Mirror
The control on the driver’s-side 
mirror will no longer work on our 

2001 Tiffin Allegro Bus. Can we move it 
manually without damaging the mirror, 
or is there something else we should 
do? Your help in this matter would be 
greatly appreciated.
Louise Rogers | Wakeman, Ohio

Most electric mirrors can 
withstand gentle manual 

persuasion. However, I recommend 
fixing the electric controls rather than 
relying on manual adjustments. This is 
especially true if you change drivers, 
who often need a different mirror 
position. Mirror controls are fairly 
simple; essentially you have one motor 
that controls up-and-down motions, 
and one that controls side-to-side 
movement. The control switch sends 
12 volts DC to one of these motors at a 
time, with a flick of the selector switch, 
and reverses polarity when the switch 
is moved from one direction to the 
other. The problem may be something 
as simple as a bad electrical 
connection going to the mirror. I’d start 
by checking the connections where the 
mirror attaches to the coach, as this is 
affected by weather. A call to the Tiffin/
Allegro technical department could also 
produce some helpful information.

COACH & POWERTRAIN

STEINBRING MOTORCOACH

Garfield, MN

Toll Free 1.877.880.8090  |  320.834.6333
View inventory at: www.steinbring.

Great Prices!
Steinbring Motorcoach 

An Award Winning Newmar Dealer

Celebrating 
100 years!

1917-2017

Knowledgeable Sales People! 
New Friends!
Award Winning
Service Department!

Your International Newmar Dealer 

(continued from page 62)

Adding Amenities
I just purchased a 2015 
Winnebago Trend motorhome 

and have a few questions for you 
about some additions I might want 
to add to my new home. I would love 
to have front seats that turn around 
to face the table, and I really need a 
couple of shoulder seat belts for my 
small grandchildren. Are these items 
available?
Barbara Bourgeois | Baker, Louisiana

Swivel front seats are installed 
from the factory on some 

motorhomes, and are designed to 
mount to flat floors, so they are 
relatively easy to install. They are 
also very expensive to buy new. I 
suggest that you check with some RV 
salvage yards (Google “RV salvage 
yards”) and try to find seats in good 
working condition. You may need to 
get them reupholstered to match your 
motorhome’s interior décor. While 
you are at it, you can get some three-
point seat/shoulder belts for the kids 
(assuming they are large enough for 
adult belts, and don’t require child 
seats). The dealer you purchased 
the motorhome from should be able 
to help with the installation. After-
market seat/shoulder belts are also 
available from a wide variety of online 
retailers, so you should be able to find 
something that fits your situation.

On the Level?
We are proud owners of a 2009 
Fleetwood Bounder 35H. I have an 

issue that may have been addressed 
before, but being a new RVer, I am 
seeking good advice. 

The Bounder has automatic 
levelers that really are a blessing; 
however, occasionally, the levelers 
lift the entire unit off the ground and 
the tires do not touch the ground. This 
happens even when our campsite is 
relatively level. 

Two things concern me: 1) that 
must put a lot of stress (perhaps too 
much) on the hydraulic seals of the 
individual jacks and 2) the motorhome 
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COACH & POWERTRAIN

Contact our experts: 
Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750 
Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 
93036 (please include your name, city 
and state). Selected letters will be an-
swered in the magazine, but time does 
not permit individual replies.

Have a Tech Question?

But, personal preference aside, 
you’re not alone disliking carpet, and 
many, if not most, RVs built today don’t 
have carpet. Instead manufacturers 
and renovators are replacing carpet 
with other types of flooring that offer 
better soil resistance and are less 
subject to wear. Carpet can also hold 
moisture, which can lead to mold 
issues and water damage.

To see how much floor your RV can 
hold, you need to determine how much 
space there is between the slideouts 
and the floor, how much space there is 
to cover and how much room there is 
in your motorhome’s realistic occupant 
and cargo carrying capacity (ROCCC) 
to add heavier flooring. Once you have 
determined these values, you can start 
looking at flooring. 

Your flooring options include 
sheet vinyl, luxury vinyl tile (LVT) and 
laminate flooring. Sheet vinyl should 
ideally be a heavy-duty type like 
Beauflor, which besides being very 
durable is waterproof, stands up to 
temperature extremes and is warm 
to the touch. LVT and laminate should 
be glued or stapled/nailed down only. 
Floating floors will shift in an RV. Solid 
wood laminate like Bruce Hardwood by 
Armstrong works in some situations to 
give a real hardwood appearance with 
less weight and size than full-thickness 
hardwood, and works well nailed down 
— but it is not waterproof. Ceramic tile 
is another option, but it is heavy and 
requires a special process to install 
in a motorhome so it doesn’t fail and 
crack. For more information, visit www.
beauflor.com or www.lasallebristol.
com/flooringcenter, the latter of which 
is the website of a retail outlet for one 
of the RV industry’s major flooring 
suppliers, located in Elkhart, Indiana. 

tends to shake when the tires lose 
contact with the ground and we move 
about the unit. Is there a reason that 
they extend that far?
Terry Rogers | Daytona Beach, Florida 

The automatic leveling jacks 
are designed to hold up all the 

weight of the motorhome, with some 
reserve capacity, so as long as there 
are no leaks don’t worry about that. 
Sometimes sites look level because of 
the surrounding terrain, but it can be 
deceiving. Next time you go out, take 
along a carpenter’s level and place it 
on the floor to check how the leveling 
system is working. As for the movement 
when the tires are off the ground, you 
might consider driving up on wood 
blocks, Lynx Levelers or ramps to 
support some of the weight instead of 
having the axles hang freely in the air. 

Which Flooring is Best?
I have never seen an article that 
deals with replacing the floors in 

a motorhome. I do not like carpet. I live 
in Canada, so the temperatures are 
toasty in the summer and freezing in 
the winter. What is the best replace-
ment flooring to use?
Darlene Mills | Kemptville, Ontario, Canada

Ideally, floor coverings in 
motorhomes need to be flexible, 

sound absorbing, have good insulating 
qualities for temperature extremes, 
feel good on the feet and not cost a 
fortune. Something that is water-
resistant is also a good idea; for 
example, real wood plank-style 
flooring may not be the best idea for 
motorhome use. Synthetic plank-
style flooring would be fine as long as 
your motorhome interior components 
can accommodate the slight extra 
thickness compared to standard 
vinyl flooring. You may have asked 
the wrong person because I find that 
carpet does the best job of meeting 
all of those requirements. Stepping 
barefoot on a cold hardwood, linoleum 
or tile floor on a frigid morning will 
definitely wake you up! I’d like to hear 
from other readers on their solutions. Vo
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*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 2/10/18.
At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare” or “comp at” price means that the same item or a similar functioning item was advertised for sale at 
or above the “Compare” or “comp at” price by another retailer in the U.S. within the past 180 days. Prices advertised by others may vary by 
location. No other meaning of “Compare” or "comp at" should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

800+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE 20%

OFF

SUPER COUPON

Limit 1 - Coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be 
used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club 
membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item, 
compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, trenchers, 
welders, Admiral, Bauer, Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Earthquake, Hercules, Jupiter, 
Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, StormCat, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on prior 
purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 2/10/18. 

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. 
Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. 
Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not 
picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 2/10/18. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 

SUPER COUPON

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18* LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

$159
99

SAVE 
$990

 $19999 19999 

Customer Rating

 30", 5 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

Compare 
$1150

• 8100 cu. in. of storage
• 704 lb. capacity
• Weighs 120 lbs.

ITEM   61427/63308/69397/95272 shown

SAVE 
50%

SUPER
   QUIET

Wheel 
kit sold 
separately.

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

Customer Rating

HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE 
ALUMINUM 
SPORTS CHAIR

Compare 
$39 .99 

ITEM   62314
63066/66383 shown $2999 $29$ 99 

SUPER COUPON

Compare29
$1999

SUPER COUPON

Compare 
$60

ITEM 62281
61637 shown

 29 PIECE TITANIUM 
DRILL BIT SET 

SAVE 
83%

 $1799 $17$ 99 

Customer Rating

$99
9

 $7999 $7999 
Compare $109.99Compare $109.99

$5999

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK 

 ITEM  68053/62160
62496/62516/60569 shown

#1 SELLING JACKS IN AMERICA

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts Most Vehicles
• Lifts from 3-1/2" to 14-1/8"
• Lightweight 34 lbs.

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$50

$28999

 $32999 $32999 Compare 
$1999

4000 PEAK/3200 RUNNING WATTS
6.5 HP (212 CC) GAS GENERATOR

Customer Rating

ITEM  69675/69728/63090/63089, CALIFORNIA ONLY 
ITEM  69676/69729/63080/63079 shown 

• GFCI outlets SAVE 
$1709

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

Customer Rating

$599

SAVE 
56%

 $799 $799 Compare 
$13.67ITEM  61259 /90764 shown

32 PIECE SCREWDRIVER SET

Customer Rating

 $4999 $494999 

SAVE 
57%

12 VOLT, 2/10/50 AMP
 BATTERY CHARGER/

ENGINE STARTER 

$29
99

Compare $69.99
ITEM 60581/60653 shown

$5999

$99
99

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$230

 $11999 11999 99 99 99 99 Compare $329.99

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 

GAS ENGINE 

ITEM 69727 shown 
CALIFORNIA ONLY

ITEM   60363/69730  

SAVE 
$170

 $8999 $8999 

3/8" x 50 FT. RETRACTABLE 
AIR HOSE REEL

ITEM  69265 /62344/93897 shown
Compare $229.99

Customer Rating

• 576 in. lbs. of torque
• 2.5 amp hour battery
• Weighs 3.6 lbs.

BEATS DEWALT

20 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS 
1/2" COMPACT DRILL/DRIVER

Weighs 3.6 lbs.

$9999

 $10999 10999 99 99 
Compare $179 ITEM 63381

SAVE
$79

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

$1999

$999 $1899 $1899 

SAVE 
71%

 12 VOLT MAGNETIC 
TOWING LIGHT KIT 

ITEM 63100

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

Compare $39.99

SAVE 
50%

$1999

 $2999 2999 

Customer Rating TWO TIER 
COLLAPSIBLE 
EASY-STORE 

STEP LADDER

ITEM  67514 

• 225 lb. capacity

Compare $34.95

 $3999 $39$3999 Compare $60.95

SAVE 
67%

 3/8" x 14 FT., GRADE 43
TOWING CHAIN 

• 5400 lb. 
capacity

Customer Rating

ITEM 60658 /97711  shown

$9999

• Air delivery:
2.5 CFM @ 90 PSI, 
3.4 CFM @ 40 PSI

 $11999 11999 99 99 99 99 
Compare $147.29

ITEM 62511/62894/62380/68149/67696 shown

SAVE 
$47

Customer Rating

6 GALLON, 1.5 HP, 150 PSI 
PROFESSIONAL AIR COMPRESSOR

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 2/10/18*

Customer Rating

$79
99

$79
99

 $9999 9999 
ITEM 63255/63254 shown

Compare 
$179.33

SAVE 
$99

 1750 PSI 
PRESSURE 
WASHER 
• 1.3 GPM
• Adjustable 

spray nozzle

$129
99

 $3199 $3199 
ITEM 61914

 TRIPLE BALL 
TRAILER HITCH 

Compare $ 42.98 

Customer Rating SAVE 
53%

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

$3199 

$1999

Compare 
$299

12" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER SAW

 $19999 19999 

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$169

ITEM 61969/61970/ 69684 shown 

Blade sold 
separately.

• Powerful 15 amp motor
• Makes precision cross, 

bevel and miter cuts
• Laser guide

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$100

 $9999 $99$ 99 

• 300 lb. capacity
ATV/LAWN MOWER LIFT

ITEM 60395/62325/62493/61523 shown

Compare $179 .99 

VALUE
 $699 

1" x 25 FT. 
TAPE 
MEASURE

VALUE
699 

x 25 FT. x 25 FT. x
TAPE 
MEASURE

ITEM 69030/69031 shown

hft_motorhome_1117_M-REG113601.indd   1 8/1/17   3:00 PM

69 HARBOR FREIGHT.indd   8/23/17   9:44 AM   - 69 -    (Cyan)69 HARBOR FREIGHT.indd   8/23/17   9:44 AM   - 69 -    (Magenta)69 HARBOR FREIGHT.indd   8/23/17   9:44 AM   - 69 -    (Yellow)69 HARBOR FREIGHT.indd   8/23/17   9:44 AM   - 69 -    (BlacK)



What would you say if I told you there was an exercise that could help you 
feel happier and healthier, all without breaking a sweat? My guess is 
that, if you’re like most people, you’d be all over it. 

Now, honestly, there’s a part of me 
that wishes I could package this exercise 
and sell it via late-night infomercial. But 
the fact is this ancient practice, which 
traces its roots at least as far back as 
Socrates and Plato, can be boiled down 
to three simple words. Namely adopting 
an “attitude of gratitude.”

Of course, you’re probably thinking 
it can’t possibly be that simple. But the 
fact is that gratitude is one of the most 
rigorously studied emotions in our 
human repertoire, and multiple peer-
reviewed academic studies have found 
it to have surprising benefi ts. 

You see, the simple act of acknowl-
edging and expressing our apprecia-
tion for all that we have (and all that 
we’ve been spared from) is a powerful 
remedy for psychological ailments 
like the vague, free-fl oating sense 
of discontentment we sometimes 
experience. Researchers have found 
that cultivating this skill by focusing 
daily on what we’re grateful for is 
one of the most reliable methods for 
increasing positive feelings. 

What’s more, developing an attitude 
of gratitude can have physiological 
upsides, including lowering blood 
pressure, strengthening the immune 

system and minimizing everyday aches 
and pains. Focusing on your blessings 
has even been shown to help people 
sleep more soundly and awake feeling 
more rested.

What, you ask, does this have to do 
with motorhome travel in particular 
and the RV lifestyle in general? Plenty.

Think about it. One of the things 
I’m most grateful for is that I have a 
comfortable place to live — and that 
humble abode just happens to be on 
wheels that allow me to enjoy new 
scenery at a moment’s notice.

I’m also thankful for the long list of 
adventures my RV travels have brought 
my way. From the metal-crunching 
satisfaction of fl attening a perfectly 
serviceable Oldsmobile with a 55-ton 
British Chieftain main battle tank (507-
931-7385, www.driveatank.com), to 
the incredible interspecies encounter 
of swimming with the manatees of 
Crystal River, Florida (352-563-2763, 

www.birdsunderwater.com), my 
motorhome has afforded me more 
extraordinary experiences than I ever 
could have dreamed of.

Finally, I’m grateful for you, the 
readers of this column. For without 
you I’d be forced to share these tales 
of motorhoming adventure — and my 
philosophical ruminations — with a 
much smaller audience (that assumes, 
of course, that my cat counts as an 
audience).

With Thanksgiving fast approach-
ing, I suspect many of you will be 
thinking of, maybe even articulating, 
some of the things you’re grateful for 
in the days to come. Which raises the 
question, why limit these expressions 
of appreciation to just this one holiday 
when they can make such a difference 
in our everyday lives?

But don’t take my word for it. Try 
this simple experiment for yourself: 
Notice how you’re feeling now, then 
take a few minutes to think of three 
things you are grateful for. Go ahead, 
we’ll wait. Then check back in with 
yourself to see how your outlook has 
changed after this brief attitude of 
gratitude experience (if you don’t feel a 
change, don’t give up — like all forms 
of exercise, the benefi ts aren’t always 
immediately apparent).

In the end, I suspect you’ll fi nd a 
lot of things in your life to feel grateful 
for. I’m also confi dent you’ll fi nd many 
more waiting for you out there along 
The Road Ahead. 

THE ROAD AHEAD

Copping An Attitude
Good reasons not to let the holidays be the 
only time you give thanks

By Alan Rider

“ One of the things I’m most grateful for is that I have a 
comfortable place to live — and that humble abode just 
happens to be on wheels that allow me to enjoy new 
scenery at a moment’s notice.”scenery at a moment’s notice.scenery at a moment’s notice.

Good Vibrations 

Adopting an attitude of gratitude can make everything 
better, including already enjoyable events like taking in 
the sights with family or traveling with loved ones.
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CALL (888) 603-3415 
or email shellyb@cal-am.com

ROOFTOP  PARTY  DECKS PICKLEBALL BEAUTIFUL SPACIOUS HOMES

• Swimming Pool & Spa
• Pickleball Courts
• Tennis Courts
• Bocce Ball

• Pet Agility Park
• Ballroom & Clubhouse
• Private Walking Paths
• Billiards Room

• 2,700 sq. ft. Fitness Center
• Hiking
• Golf
• Arts & Crafts

• Wood Carving
• Card Room
• Patio BBQ
• Glass Fire Pit

CALL US TODAY
(888) 325-0936
TO BOOK A HOME & MODEL TOUR MontesaHomes.com

PRESENTING OUR BEAUTIFUL NEIGHBOR: Montesa at Gold Canyon
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premium fit & finish: 

       More Options 
                                                                        for customization

Because you help create it, your Newell perfectly captures what 
luxury means to you. From the floorplan to the cabinetry, fabrics, 

and finishes—the details are chosen by you from the finest materials 
available. �e end result is a coach that not only takes you where 

you want to go, it’s where you want to be along the way.

 To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com or call 1-888-3NEWELL
Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 120 on Reader Service Card
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