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We learned that while readers still 
value travel and destination articles, 
a large number prefers more DIY and 
technically oriented articles. We even 
had a few requests that we go more 
in-depth with our product installation 
and maintenance articles, including 
more photos, more tips and more 
real-world troubleshooting situations. 
There are also those who like to 
browse material on new vehicles, 
including tests and vehicle roundups 
— if only for the chance to dream 
about owning a shiny, new rig with the 
latest in technology. 

So, more in-depth tech and new-
product content? We’ve got all that, 
and more, in this jumbo-sized May 
issue.

Dual-pane windows can become 
foggy after years of use, leading 
to a diffi cult — and potentially 
dangerous — proposition while on 
the road. “Clearing the Fog” on 
page 48 discusses the ins and outs 
of replacing dual-pane glass with 
laminated glass, and includes a step-
by-step discussion of doing just that.

Once that glass is perfectly clear, 

it may be time to replace the window 
treatments on the motorhome’s 
interior. MCD Innovations has just the 
product for you, offering a variety of 
manual and automatic roller shades 
for replacement. Whether you decide 
to do the swap yourself or to let the 
pros handle the task, turn to “High 
Rollers” on page 83 to learn more 
about the experience.

All motorhomes are equipped with 
a water pump; it’s one of the conve-
niences that separates us from tent-
camping adventurers. But when the 
pump acts up (or doesn’t act at all), 
what can you do, other than take it in 
for what’s likely to be a costly repair? 
“Keep the Water Flowing,” beginning 
on page 75, includes maintenance 
tips and troubleshooting tricks from a 
certifi ed professional. 

Another thing all motorhomes have 
is wheels, of course, many of which 
are of the aluminum variety. In “Shine 

ON RAMP

The Best of Both Worlds
By Kristopher Bunker
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Contributors | May

Ed Bolduc is an RV technician with 
23 years of experience specializing 
in motorhome repair, maintenance 
and upgrades. A life-long RVer, Ed 
and his family enjoy traveling and 
camping.

Bruce W. Smith has had a long, 
respected career as an automotive/
RV journalist. He began contributing 
to MotorHome nearly 30 years ago, 
and sees his home state of Oregon as 
a paradise for outdoor adventurers.

E. Don Smith is a Tennessee-based 
freelance writer and photographer 
who has been a frequent contributor 
to MotorHome magazine since 2006. 
He is the proud owner of a Tiffi n 
Phaeton coach.

“ So, more in-depth tech and new-product 
content? We’ve got all that, and more, in this 
jumbo-sized May issue.”

On,” beginning on page 65, we roll 
out the details on properly cleaning 
your motor home’s aluminum wheels, 
ensuring a showroom sheen that will 
be the envy of everybody in the RV park.

And for the dreamers among us 
(or, for those who are interested in 
purchasing a new motorhome), this 
month we have included “10 For the 
Road,” a roundup of motorhomes that 
will set you back less than $200,000. 
These motorhomes have been 
selected to offer a variety of different 
amenities, at several different price 
points — but all of them should help 
put a smile on your face. Add in the 
MotorHome test of Winnebago’s View 
(page 38) and we’re sure there’s 
plenty for you to begin your new-RV 
shopping list.

We encourage you to continue to 
voice your opinion on the magazine’s 
content, on what you’d like to see 
more of in the future, or even just to 
say hello. Please visit our website, or 
send us an email at letters@
motorhomemagazine.com. And be 
sure to tune in each month for the 
P.O. Box Question of the Month, 
for a chance to have your response 
published in the magazine. 

In addition to rallies, shows and sharing stories around the campfi re, 
a great way for us to gauge the pulse of our readers is MotorHome’s 
monthly P.O. Box department. In the January issue, we asked what 
type of content you’d prefer we include in future issues, and the 

response was nothing short of overwhelming — and eye-opening.
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Granning suspensions. At Reyco Granning, 

we manufacture a full line of motorhome 
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Featured Letter

That’s the question we asked in the February issue, and here are some 
of the responses we received.

P.O. BOX

That’s the question we asked in the February issue, and here are some 

FROM OUR READERS

If you use an RV cover — and you should, really, 
if you plan on storing your motorhome for long 
periods of time — do you have any tips or tricks 
to make installing the cover a smooth process?

Step by Step
Our 27-foot Class C gets parked for a 
few months a couple of times each year. 
Where we live, at 5,000 feet elevation in 
the high desert, the intensity of the sun 
would destroy the motorhome’s roof 
and paint if we didn’t cover it.

Putting on a cover does require 
two people: one to get on top of the 
motorhome, and a helper on the 
ground with a soft- or blunt-tipped 
pole. But installing a motorhome 
cover is easy if you have removed it 
properly, so we’ll begin by describing 
how we take ours off.

First, release all the straps. Then 
start at the rear and gather one side of 
the rear of the cover in your arms as 
you climb the ladder. With help from 
below, get the back of the cover up on 
the roof, then lay it out fl at, extending 
from the back of the motorhome 
forward, with the back of the folded 

You Old Sew and Sew 
In 2001 we purchased a Fleetwood Fiesta 26Y Class A 
motorhome. Three years later we ordered a Sunbrella 
cover from CalMark Cover Co. to protect our investment. 
The cover has endured all these years in the heat, but 
the wind has caused some rips and tears. To fi x small 
tears I applied khaki-colored iron-on knee patches. I had 
larger tears on the rear bumper, so after putting carpet 
scraps over the ends of the bumper, I repaired the tears 
with a yard of Sunbrella from a fabric shop. I placed wax 
paper under the tears while placing the cover on a large 
folding table. I used masking tape to outline the area to 

be repaired, then cut a patch of 
Sunbrella the size needed and 
rounded off the corners. Then 
I sprayed both the patch and tear area 
with adhesive spray, and placed the patch in place and 
rolled out the area with a wooden wallpaper roller. After it 
dried, I used a sewing machine to sew around the edges 
to keep them from coming loose. To prevent tears on the 
roof, I put sections of swim noodles over the antenna and 
satellite dish using zip ties to keep them in place.
David Corrasa | Payson, Arizona

cover fl ush with the back of the coach. 
Next, walk carefully to the front, 

being aware of the vents, the antenna 
and other roof-mounted components. 
Pull the front up, with help from below, 
and lay it out on top of the motorhome, 
just like the back. Next, bring up one 
side, and stretch it across the roof. 
Repeat with the other side. 

Now, the cover should be fl at on 
the motorhome roof, and about the 
same size as the roof. Fold it in half 
lengthwise, again being aware of the 
items on the roof. Now fold in half 
again, in the same direction, so the 
cover is the length of the roof, but 
only about one-quarter as wide. Start 
from the back and roll it as tightly as 
possible to the front. Have your helper 
pole-up the storage bag, with a few feet 
of heavy rope inside the bag. Stuff the 
rolled cover into the bag, tie the rope 
around it and lower it back down.

To install the cover, use the rope 
to pull it up, still in the bag, to the roof. 
Remove it from the bag and lay it in 
the front corner of the roof. Unroll it, 
unfold it, and then drop the sides down, 
followed by the front and rear.

We also place a slit tennis ball 
over the slideout topper’s arms to 
prevent them from ripping through 
the cover, and we use two sliced bas-
ketballs to cover the ends of the rear 
bumper to do the same.

A cover costs us about $300, and 
we get four to fi ve years from one. We 
plan to keep our motorhome for a long 
time, so at $60-$75 a year for that 
level of protection, we feel it is money 
well spent.
George R. Woodside | Reno, Nevada

Editor’s note: We must caution that 
climbing a ladder while using your 
hands for anything other than holding 

I sprayed both the patch and tear area 
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P.O. BOX

on to the ladder can be dangerous. 
It’s safer to place the bag/cover on a 
second ladder, climb up ladder No. 1 
and then hoist the bag/cover up from 
ladder No. 2.

Bring in the Trash 
We purchased a CalMark Cover Co. 
Sunbrella RV cover in 2010. It is a 
bit heavier and bulkier than a nylon 
cover, and it has held up well over 

the years. When we remove the cover 
in the spring, I fold it up lengthwise 
(approximately 26-by-4 feet) on top of 
the RV and attach a rope to the front 
end. I gradually lower the back end 
down a ladder and my wife guides it 
into a 70-gallon plastic trashcan. It 
sits loosely in the trashcan, which is 
then rolled away for storage with the 
rope still attached on the cover. In late 
fall, we station the trashcan directly 

behind the RV and ladder and I slowly 
pull the cover out of the trashcan and 
up the ladder and on to the top of the 
RV. I then spread it out across the 
top of the RV and drop the sides. The 
ladder rails work as a guide in the 
process. I’m 80 years old and I can 
still handle it this way.  
Paul Rubel | Via email

Editor’s note: This is the best way to 
bring up a cover, but holding on to 
the cover while going up the ladder 
is, again, risky. It’s better to go up the 
ladder and have someone throw the 
end of the rope up to you.

Feed Me More! 
Using a combination of things I’ve 
learned, this is how I suggest installing 
a motorhome cover: First, spread out 
the cover on the ground and roll each 
side to the middle — you now have the 
cover in a long, narrow shape. Then 
tie a rope or string around the cover in 
several places to keep it rolled up as you 
bring it up on the motorhome. Next, tie 
a rope (long enough to go to the top of 
the motorhome) on the end of the cover 
that will eventually go over the front of 
the motorhome. Climb the ladder with 
only the rope in hand (be careful!) and 
once on the roof, use the rope to bring 
the cover up onto the motorhome. It 
helps to have someone on the ground 
feeding the cover up to as you pull it. 
After the cover is laid on top of the 
motorhome from the front to the rear, 
unroll the sides and then tie it down. 
That’s pretty much it. 
Greg Gaskill | Enon, Ohio

Freestyle Wrapper
We have an ADCO cover for our 25-foot 
Class C motorhome, and it works very 
well when we are not using our coach 
in winter. Fortunately, we do not have 
the type of sun damage experienced 
in the Southern U.S. here in the cold 
north. Unfortunately, installing the 
cover typically involves climbing up 
on the motorhome, although it could 
probably be completed using a 12-foot 
stepladder. One thing we have found 
to be important is to wrap all projec-
tions (TV antenna, ends of awning B
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Send your comments to:
MotorHome, 2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email 
letters@motorhomemagazine.com 

How do you stay fit while traveling 
in your motorhome? What different 
types of exercises do you do while 
in the motorhome, and also while 
in camp?

Question of the Month

P.O. BOX

mechanisms, etc.) with foam pads or 
carpeting to prevent wear and tear. We 
have had our cover for many years, and 
have yet to see any significant wear on 
those potential trouble spots.
D. Crookshanks 
Brandon, Manitoba, Canada

Errata
In the March Road Ahead column, the 
author states that all the Navajo code 
readers received the Congressional 
Medal of Honor in 2001. I believe 29 of 
them actually received the gold medal 
and several hundred received the silver 
medal, among other certificates and 
awards. These medals are civilian 
medals, not to be confused with the 
Congressional Medal of Honor.
Gary Thompson | Via email

Editor’s note: The column mistakenly 
stated, “All of the code talkers … 
received the Congressional Medal 
of Honor in 2001 for their previously 
unheralded service.” 

On July 26, 2001, President George 
W. Bush presented Congressional gold 
medals to the original Navajo code 
talkers who developed the code, and 
silver medals to honor the code talkers 
who served later in the program. 
MotorHome regrets the error.

Fit and Finish 
I have exercised regularly for many 
years and wondered how I would keep 
up my routine on the road. Now, in 
my third year traveling eight months 
out of the year in our 25-foot Class B 
motorhome, I have kept up with my 
plan to keep fit. Our motorhome has 
a rack to carry our two 10-foot kayaks 
and two bikes. My husband and I also 
like to do mountain and canyon hiking, 
and we consider our aggressive games 
of table tennis exercise. In addition, I 
swim 30 minutes in the campground/
resort pool whenever possible.  

One exercise I especially want to 
share with other readers is jumping 
rope. I bought a $3 jump rope at 

Walmart. It is compact and easy to 
store, and the only other thing you need 
is a pair of sneakers. I recommend 
starting out jumping for 5 minutes and 
gradually increasing the time. 

I have seen RVers doing various 
types of exercise, such as jumping on a 
small trampoline, yoga and resistance-
band training, but I’d like to hear from 
other readers about how they keep fit 
on the road. 
Debbie Robinson 
Manasquan, New Jersey 

The Minder Research, Circle 143 on Reader Service Card
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Smart LP system to simplify 

refilling, and an exterior 

tailgate package that brings  

indoor amenities to the  

great outdoors.
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owning the Intent almost as 
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Winnebago dealer.
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ESCAPES

Started in 1906 as a leisure park for the employees 
of Hershey Chocolate Co., Hersheypark in 
Hershey, Pennsylvania, is now one of the premier 

amusement parks in the United States. The park opened 
its fi rst roller coaster in 1923, and now boasts 13, many 
of which are death-defying with twists, turns and upside-
down loops. In addition to the coasters, there are more 
than 65 rides, including many that are tamer. 

There’s also The Boardwalk, one of the largest water 
amusement parks. Included is a tidal wave pool, a lazy 
river, water slides and the huge East Coast Waterworks 
(a seven-story water play structure with tipping buckets, 

water play toys and six additional water slides of its own).
Time for more? Enjoy one of the many shows offered at 

the park. Our favorite was the quiz show “Are you smarter 
than a Hershey’s Bar?”

If you’re visiting for the day, there is plenty of parking 
available for any size motorhome. Stay for longer and 
camp at the Hersheypark Camping Resort, with 300 
campsites including many with full hookups (water is 
available seasonally, mid-April through mid-October). 
There is also a shuttle that will transport visitors from the 
campground to the main gate of Hersheypark in about 10 
minutes.

For more information on Hersheypark, call 717-534-
3900 or go to www.hersheypark.com; for the Hersheypark 
Camping Resort, call 717-534-8999 or visit www.hershey
parkcampingresort.com

Candy, Coasters and Cheer
Get your thrills at Pennsylvania’s Hersheypark: The Sweetest Place on Earth

By Morey Edelman

14 ROAD FOODIE  |  16 WHEELS & GEAR  |  18 CROSSROADS

Look Around 
Digital Quad View Monitor 
from Rear View Safety 
features a DVR to record 
on-road events.  pg. 16
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fare like a carousel to extreme coasters like the sooperdooperLooper. 
Hersheypark Camping Resort offers full-hookup sites, plus cabins, a 
camp store, playground and recreation center.
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ROAD FOODIE
ESCAPES

I f there’s a better camp food than popcorn, I don’t know 
what it is. It’s fun to munch around the campfi re, or over 
board games, or during your favorite movie. Popcorn is 

not only fun, it’s easy to make and good for you.
RVers aren’t the fi rst to love popcorn. Archaeologists 

have found funeral urns in Mexico from A.D. 300 decorated 
with a maize god with popped kernels on his headdress. In 
Peru, Spanish explorers in the 1600s noted Peruvian Indians 
ate a toasted corn confection they called piscancalla. 

In North America, native peoples have a rich history of 
enjoying popped corn. In 1948, scientists discovered 5,600-
year-old popped corn kernels in a cave in New Mexico. 
French explorers in the Great Lakes region found Iroquois 
Indians making popped corn. When colonists came to North 
America, they adopted popcorn, eating it as a snack and 
as a breakfast cereal. By the 1800s, popcorn was one of 
America’s favorite snacks. 

In 1885, Chicago’s Charles Cretors invented the fi rst 
commercial popcorn machine. This mobile popping device 
was taken into the streets, especially outside theaters, which 
began the movie popcorn craze. During the late 1890s, Louis 
Rueckheim invented Cracker Jack, made from popcorn, 
peanuts and molasses. During the Great Depression, 
popcorn proved an affordable snack. In Sioux City, Iowa, 
in 1914, Cloid H. Smith created JOLLY TIME popcorn, and, 
for the fi rst time, popcorn was available in grocery stores. 

By Bobbie Hasselbring

Ph
ot

os
: B

ob
bi

e 
Ha

ss
el

br
in

g 
an

d 
An

ne
 W

ea
ve

r

Popping Good Fun

Above: You can dress up popcorn with just a few ingredients. Bring butter 
and sugars to a boil, and pour over popcorn/nut mixture while stirring.

CHUNKY CARAMEL POPCORN

Heat oven to 250 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Place popped corn, cashews (or macadamia 
nuts) and pecans in large roasting pan. 
Combine brown sugar, butter and corn syrup in 2-quart saucepan. Cook over 
medium heat 7-8 minutes or until mixture comes to a boil. Boil 2 minutes. 
Remove from heat and stir in baking soda. Pour butter mixture over popcorn 
and stir well. Bake 60 minutes, stirring every 15 minutes. Remove from oven and 
place on parchment paper. Cool completely (don’t break into pieces). 

Put chocolate chips and 1 teaspoon of shortening into a microwave-safe container. 
Microwave 30-45 seconds, then stir. Continue microwaving at 15-second intervals, 
stirring until melted and smooth, then drizzle over popcorn-nut mixture. Repeat the 
process with white baking chips and remaining ½ teaspoon shortening, microwaving 
on medium-high (70 percent power). Let stand 3-4 hours until set. Break into pieces.

This recipe, adapted from Land O’Lakes, dresses up caramel popcorn with nuts and 
drizzles of chocolate. 

Today, Americans gobble more than 17 billion quarts of 
popped popcorn every year.  

Plain popcorn is delicious, and good for you. It’s low in 
calories yet high in fi ber, the indigestible plant parts that 
keep you “regular.” A cup of air-popped popcorn contains 
only 35 calories/cup; oil-popped corn 35 calories/cup. Add 
butter and it’s still only about 80 calories/cup. 

If you’d like to share a popcorn recipe, send an email to 
bjhasselbring@gmail.com. 

 12 cups popped popcorn
 2 cups cashews or macadamia nuts
 1½ cups pecan halves
 1 cup brown sugar, fi rmly packed
 ¾ cup butter
 ½ cup light corn syrup
 1 teaspoon baking soda

Drizzle
 1 cup dark chocolate chips
 1½ teaspoons shortening
 ½ cup white baking chips

Combine brown sugar, butter and corn syrup in 2-quart saucepan. Cook over 
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FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 1.844.4PALARV (1.844.472.5278)
Pala RV Resort: 11042 Hwy 76, Pala, CA 92059 • PALACASINO.COM
Please Gamble Responsibly. Gambling Helpline 1-800-522- 4700

100 Full-service sites
• Grass Lawns and Picnic Tables
• 77 – 30’ x 55’ Back-In-Sites 
• 6 – 30’ x 60’ Luxury Sites with BBQ Grills
• 17 – 30’ x 70’ Pull-Through Sites
• 20-30-50 Amp Power
• Electric, Water & Sewer Hook-ups
• Free Wi-Fi & Cable TV
• Restrooms & Showers
• Key Card Access to Amenities
• 24-hour Security Patrol
• Propane Fuel Available
• Free Shuttle to Casino

Indoor amenities
• Games, Billiard Table, Card Tables    •  3 Flat-Screen TVs

Outdoor amenities
• Heated Pool    •  5 BBQ Grill Areas    •  Table Tennis
• Horseshoe Pit    •  Fenced Dog Park

For additional charge
• Clubhouse with 2 Kitchens    •  Laundry (24 Hours)
• 3 Pets Per RV ($5/Pet – 7-Day Restrictions)
• Early Check-In/Late Check-Out (Based on Availability)

          Your next great vacation. The votes are in, and the Pala Casino RV 
Resort has been named one of the best places to spend your vacation. Come 
discover fun and excitement in the foothills of the Palomar Mountains. You’ll 
enjoy comfort, fantastic amenities and unbelievable views. This luxurious RV 
Resort has a heated pool and 2 spas, and it is just a short shuttle ride to the 
four-diamond Pala Casino Spa and Resort. 

ALA RV RESORT P 
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Backup Plans
When driving a motorhome on the road or 
maneuvering in an RV park, a clear view of 
the surroundings is key. Rear View Safety 
has introduced the RVS-3710 Digital Quad 
View Monitor with built-in DVR capabilities. 
The monitor includes a GPS antenna to log 
the vehicle’s position and speed, as well as a user-friendly touchscreen 
for menu navigation and changing options. The RVS-3710-DVR supports 
up to four 720p analog HD cameras, and the DVR can record all camera 
positions. Four trigger wires allow the operator to automatically view 
specifi c cameras based on user actions, such as when the vehicle is in 
reverse, while navigating tight campgrounds or while changing lanes 
on the highway. A power harness seamlessly connects the monitor to 
any 5-pin camera (sold separately). The monitor also features a USB 2.0 
interface, making it easy to back up footage and for system upgrades, 
while an adjustable G-sensor safeguards important incident footage 
with override protection. MSRP: $449.99.
Rear View Safety | 800-764-1028, www.rearviewsafety.com

Dumping holding 
tanks may be one of 
the less glamorous 
aspects of the 
lifestyle, but it can 
be even more of a hassle if you have 
to paw through the contents of your 
rig’s basement storage in search of the 
hose fi ttings. Camco’s RV Sewer Fitting 
Organizer helps keep sewer fi ttings clean, 
organized and in one place. Constructed of 
durable polypropylene, the organizer has 
been designed to work with any bayonet-
style fi tting and Camco’s 4-in-1 adapter 
(call for other adapter compatibility). The 
bayonet-style fi tting twists onto the lugs 
located on the outside of the organizer, 
while the 4-in-1 adapter simply presses 
into it. The durable organizer holds two 
fi ttings, is easy to mount and installation 
hardware is included; only a Phillips-head 
screwdriver is needed. MSRP: $6.99.
Camco | 800-334-2004, www.camco.net

Wireless
and Carefree
Carefree of Colorado has 
rolled out its new Bluetooth-
enabled Wireless Awning Control 
System, allowing awning control 
using a remote key fob and/or the 
Carefree Mobile app on a smart 
device from as far as 50 feet away. The 
BT12 Wireless Awning Control System 
upgrade has been designed to work with 
all 12-volt DC Carefree awnings. A control 
module located inside the motorhome 
receives remote signals from the Carefree Bluetooth app 
(or remote fob) to activate awning functions, which include 
awning extension, retraction and LED lighting adjustments 
(on/off/dim). Plus, when paired with the Bluetooth-enabled 
motion sensor, the system can even adjust the sensitivity 
of the wind sensor (via the Carefree app only). MSRP varies 
depending on functionality: $89.99 for an upgrade kit with 
the key fob, but without the motion sensor; and $99 for the 
upgrade kit with the motion sensor, but no key fob. The key 
fob is available separately for $24.99.
Carefree of Colorado | www.carefreeofcolorado.com

A Place for 
Everything

Technology Triple Play 
For motorhome owners, few things are better than 
portable, all-in-one convenience, especially when it comes 
to today’s ever-changing technology. PDQ’s TriplePlay 
provides a computer workstation, along with a media 
server and Wi-Fi hotspot (ideal for watching movies 
and streaming music) in a compact size (the CPU is 4.5 
inches square and only 3⁄4-inch high) that’s easy to store 
and transport. The system comes preloaded with Plex 
Multimedia server software, which allows instant access 
to all your media sources, including music, movies, photos 
and more. The TriplePlay also includes a full-function 
Windows 10 computer, a wireless keyboard and mouse, 
long-range internet and Wi-Fi hotspot/signal booster and 
Connectify Hotspot Max software. The computer has an 
HDMI port for connection to an HDTV and an SD card slot 
for accessing stored movies and music. Options include an 
infrared video camera with motion detection and a 2-, 4- or 
8-TB external hard drive with USB-connected DVD/Blu-ray 
read/write. MSRP: $649.
PDQConnect | 858-598-5001, http://pdqconnect.com/shop

16  MotorHome  May 2018

MH1805-Wheels & Gear.indd   2/21/18   11:47 AM   - 16 -    (Cyan)MH1805-Wheels & Gear.indd   2/21/18   11:47 AM   - 16 -    (Magenta)MH1805-Wheels & Gear.indd   2/21/18   11:47 AM   - 16 -    (Yellow)MH1805-Wheels & Gear.indd   2/21/18   11:47 AM   - 16 -    (BlacK)



The Truma AquaGo® can replace any tankless  
or 6-16 gallon RV water heater.  
www.truma.net

INSTANT CONSTANT ENDLESS

EXPECT MORE !

Want to end the Navy shower routine? 
Get the revolutionary Truma AquaGo® instant water heater.
• True instant hot water at every tap* – That’s Truma luxury
• Truma hybrid technology keeps temperature constant – No scalding
• Exclusive decalcification technology – Extends life and maintains performance
• Operates at flows below 0.4 GPM
• Simply open “Easy Drain Lever” – Winterization done
    *with Truma AquaGo® comfort plus

Visit us at the Truma Sales & Service Center in  
Lakeland, FL 1.863.225.1417

TRU_400 March 2018 Motorhome Ad_01.indd   1 12/12/17   1:21 PM

AquaGo by Truma Corp, Circle 147 on Reader Service Card
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Shonto, Arizona

Navajo National 
Monument

Beatrice, Nebraska 

If you’re driving along U.S. Highway 
160 in northeastern Arizona, there’s 
a quiet stop where you can visit 
the lands of the area’s Ancestral 
Puebloans and their homes. Navajo 
National Monument, which preserves 
three large Ancestral Puebloan 
cliff dwellings, is defi nitely worth a 
visit. The dwellings — built of stone, 
wood and clay — have been well-
preserved.

Between mid-May and mid-
September, take a ranger-led tour 
down to the Betatakin Cliff Dwelling 
(check for special tours during other 
months), then take a walk on one Ph
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Homestead National Monument of America, 
4 miles west of Beatrice, Nebraska, is a unit 
of the National Park Service that commemorates the passage of the Homestead 
Act of 1862. The act allowed any qualifi ed person to claim up to 160 acres of 
federally owned land. The requirements were that the landowner would live 
on, improve and cultivate the land for fi ve years. Signed into law by President 
Abraham Lincoln, the act transferred 270 million acres, or about 10 percent of 
the area of the United States, from public to private ownership. 

The Homestead National Monument of America Heritage Center, which sits 
on a site that includes some of the fi rst acres successfully claimed under the 
Homestead Act, contains exhibits on immigration, agriculture, native tribes, 
the tallgrass prairie ecosystem and the federal land policy. 

The day-use monument is open year-round, and admission is free. Public 
campgrounds are located nearby in Beatrice.
For more information, call 402-223-3514 or visit www.nps.gov/home — James 
and Dorothy Richardson

of the three rim trails where you 
can view Betatakin. In addition to 
Betatakin, Keet Seel and Inscription 
House (the latter of which is closed to 
visitors) are also protected areas of 
the monument.

The monument has an excellent 
visitor center and museum, where 
prehistoric Puebloan artifacts are on 
display.

One of the monument’s two 
campgrounds, Sunset View 
Campground, is open year-round on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis and has 
31 free, dry-camping sites. RV size is 
limited to 28 feet or less. Water and 
restrooms are available, but there is 
no dump station.   
For more information, call 928-672-
2700 or visit www.nps.gov/nava —
Morey Edelman 

Homestead National Monument of America, 
4 miles west of Beatrice, Nebraska, is a unit 
of the National Park Service that commemorates the passage of the Homestead 
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Home Sweet Homestead

We Specialize in  
Diesel Pushers

• Trailing Arm Replacement Kits and  
Ride Enhancement Kits for Monaco,  

Roadmaster, Freightliner, Ford.
• Try us for all hard to find  
or out of production parts.

• Visit us at our  
New Service Center in Coburg, OR 

• Custom-tuned “Platinum Series” Shocks  
manufactured exclusively for SEI by Bilstein USA.

OEM DISTRIBUTOR  
FOR RADIATORS, CHARGE 

AIR COOLERS AND OIL 
COOLERS FOR MONACO, 
ROADMASTER, COUNTRY 
COACH AND WESTERN RV

OEM DISTRIBUTOR 

YOUR  
FIRST SOURCE 

FOR RV CHASSIS 
PERFORMANCE!

Trailing Arm Kits

4 Bag Ride  
Enhancement Kits

Charge Air Coolers

541-343-0293 
www.RV-CHASSIS.com
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Everything needed to keep your RV looking sharp!

PREMIUM RV CARE

Check out the complete  
Premium RV Care product line at:

www.thetford.com

A3333_Thetford_RV Care_MotorHome_March 2018.indd   1 2/14/18   1:50 PM
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50 YEARS OF MOTORHOME

May is for fl owers, for mothers and for fresh starts, and it stands on 
the sun-dappled front porch of still-warmer summertime. 

Those classically comforting feelings are why it’s initially rather 
unexpected to read an editorial on the impending end of the world (to be brought 
about by overusing natural resources) in MotorHome’s May 1974 issue … until 
the author ever so slyly puts things in perspective after stating his case to the 
contrary (pointing out the trend toward more effi cient vehicles): “So, the world is 
not ending, but changing for the better.” 

may not have caught on at the manu-
facturer level, but the sentiment that 
cellphones would become a must-have 
among consumers has turned out to 
be spot on. Shortly after the prediction 
was made, the United States would 
bring home 174 total (83 gold) medals 
in the 1984 Summer Olympics, in Los 
Angeles, California.

Two years later, MotorHome tested 
the soon-to-be superstar Fleetwood 
Bounder, which helped popularize 
basement storage fl oorplans and 
improved livability features, all at an 
affordable price.

In May of ’96, a blink-and-you-
might-miss-it item appeared on 
the MH News page, pointing out 
“Ford to Offer 6.8-liter V-10 in Vans 
and Cutaways.” It would prove to 
be a rather humble announcement 
for the introduction of the popular 
Triton engine that powers so many 
motorhomes on the road today.

The May 2008 issue featured a 
Walk-through on the Jayco Seneca 
HD, a Class C motorhome on a robust 
Chevrolet Kodiak chassis. The move by 
Jayco perhaps unoffi cially announced 
that the so-called “Super C” class of 
motorhomes had not only arrived, but 
was in fact here to stay.

This month’s trip down memory 
lane concludes with “Six-fi gure 
Symphony,” a May 2016 roundup of a 
dozen motorhomes that barely (if at 
all) crack the $100,000 mark. Compare 
that to this month’s “10 For the Road” 
offering on page 54, where we take a 
look at 10 motorhomes that come in 
at less than $200,000. And though the 
doubling of sticker prices may seem 
shocking, we can assure you the new 
breed of motorhomes more than lives 
up to the additional cost. We’ll chalk it 
up to infl ation. 

Pages From the Past
Retracing MotorHome’s May issues over the years

And it’s hard to argue with such 
hope when confronted with the 
“Galloping Grandmas of Bellingham” 
in the May ’75 issue. The humorous 
(and inspiring) feature focused on Edna 
Roddey and Leona Jones, a pair of ad-
venturous women with a combined age 
of 130 who lived full-time in a 28-foot 
Cabana Class A.

The feel-good nostalgia continues 
in the May ’84 issue with “Cellular 

Phones: Revolution in Communi-
cations.” The clever comparisons 
between George Orwell’s classic 1984 
and the cellular technology of the same 
calendar year was ahead of its time, 
most notably the ultimate (and partly 
correct) conclusion that “Within the 
next couple of years, cellular phones 
will probably be offered as standard 
or optional equipment by many 
motorhome manufacturers.” The trend 

that the so-called “Super C” class of 
motorhomes had not only arrived, but 
was in fact here to stay.

This month’s trip down memory 
lane concludes with “Six-fi gure 
Symphony,” a May 2016 roundup of a 
dozen motorhomes that barely (if at 
all) crack the $100,000 mark. Compare 
that to this month’s “10 For the Road” 
offering on page 54, where we take a 
look at 10 motorhomes that come in 
at less than $200,000. And though the 
doubling of sticker prices may seem 
shocking, we can assure you the new 
breed of motorhomes more than lives 
up to the additional cost. We’ll chalk it 
up to infl ation. 
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Introducing the 2019 Jayco Embark Luxury Diesel Coach.
•  Frigidaire® 1.5-cubic-foot convection microwave
•  Whirlpool® residential refrigerator with ice  

and water dispenser
•  All floorplans between 37 and 39 feet in length

•  Spartan® K1 raised-rail chassis and Cummins®  
ISB turbocharged 360-HP engine with exclusive  
independent front suspension

•  Onan® 8,000-watt diesel generator with auto gen  
start on a slideout tray

Learn more at Jayco.com.

A BRAND-NEW  
ADVENTURE

Jayco_Embark_Full_Pg_Ad.indd   2 2/19/18   4:38 PM
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DOES YOUR INSURER 
ONLY SEE HALF OF  
YOUR RV?

Certificate will be mailed 4-6 weeks after quote is requested. Certificate not available in GA and NM. Availability, eligibility, coverages, features and benefits may vary by state and carrier. 
The content herein is for descriptive purposes only. The exact protection provided is subject to the terms, conditions, and expectations of the policy contract issued. The Good Sam Vehicle 
Insurance Plan (VIP) is provided by a member company of the National General Insurance Group. Average savings based on new policyholder reported data from April 1, 2015 to April 1, 2016.  
© 2018 Good Sam Insurance Agency. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is 
expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GSI54364 - 0218

We represent the  
nations’s top RV speciality carriers!

FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE AND CAMPING WORLD  
MERCHANDISE CERTIFICATE:

Call: 1-866-789-0124 and mention savings code TD-8L  
Visit: GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/8L

GET A$10 CAMPING WORLD  
MERCHANDISE  
CERTIFICATE

WHEN YOU GET A QUOTE

GSI54364 May MH Ad.indd   1 2/12/18   9:44 AM
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P icturesque Beaufort, South Carolina, is often overshadowed 
by its bigger sister cities — Charleston to the north and 
Savannah, Georgia, to the south — but you’ll be pleased to 

fi nd the same “old Southern” charm as in those more well-known 
destinations. You’ll drive along streets lined with moss-draped oak 
trees, past antebellum homes, historic churches, small shops and 
restaurants, and fi nd yourself glancing up just in time to see the 
waterfront just ahead. 

Beaufort is the second-oldest city in South Carolina, although 
there’s some debate that the Spanish, not the English, got there 
fi rst. Still, this coastal community has played a signifi cant role 
throughout America’s history.  

You can get a sense of some of that history through a variety of 
tours. Narrated walking tours, van tours and horse-drawn carriage 
tours are available throughout the Beaufort Historic District. A 
carriage tour fi ts well with the atmosphere, as riders move slowly 
past many of the town’s older homes and structures. It’s interesting 
to note that Beaufort has the highest concentration of antebellum 
homes in South Carolina. This area suffered less damage than other 
Southern cities because the Union occupied the town during much 
of the Civil War.  

BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA

GETAWAY

Beautiful Beaufort

By Pam Windsor

South Carolina’s second-oldest city features 
a rich history and plenty of old South Charm

“There was a battle that took place here 
November 7, 1861, called the Battle of Port 
Royal,” explained Nichole Myers with the Sea 
Island Carriage Co. “And, during that battle, 
the people of Beaufort left town. The Northern-
ers called it ‘The Great Skedaddle’ of the South. 
When the Union troops got here, they found a 
ghost town, so they occupied it, and used many of 
the homes and churches as hospitals.”

Union forces set up headquarters at what’s 
known as the John Mark Verdier House. The 
home was once owned by a wealthy planter, and 
Marquis de Lafayette stayed here during his U.S. 
tour in 1825. Verdier has an interesting story. He 
started off as an apprentice in a mercantile store, 
worked his way up, eventually bought the store 
and then inherited land from his father. Verdier 
planted indigo, which did well until the Revolu-
tionary War, when England no longer wanted 
it. Then he switched to Sea Island cotton, which 
brought him success until it was all wiped out by 
a hurricane in 1810.

“Until then, he was a very wealthy man,” 
explained Sandy Patterson, head docent at the 

Getting There   
Beaufort (pronounced BYOO-fert, and not to be confused with North Carolina’s Beaufort) 
is on Port Royal Island. Take Interstate 95 to U.S. Highway 17, then U.S. Highway 21 south.
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home. “But, unfortunately, he over-
extended himself. He ended up buying 
and speculating on too much property, 
and became property rich and cash 
poor. He ended up in debtor’s prison 
in Charleston.”

Verdier was able to keep the 
home in the family by transferring it 
to his son’s name. Today, this stately 
Federalist building downtown serves 
as a museum and is open for tours. 

Beaufort has had its share of 
well-known movies shot here over 
the years. They include “The Great 
Santini,” “The Big Chill” and “Forrest 
Gump,” to name a few. Locals can 
point out some of the homes where 
people like Sally Field stayed while in 
town, as well as spots where scenes 
from some of those films were shot.

The late writer Pat Conroy, who 
wrote “The Great Santini,” moved to 
Beaufort with his family when he was 
15 years old. Beaufort is home to a 
Marine Corps Air Station and Conroy’s 
father, a Marine Corps fighter pilot 
— the subject of “The Great Santini” 
— was stationed there. Conroy always 
considered Beaufort his hometown and 
was living there when he died in early 
2016. He is remembered fondly by 
many who knew him well. 

Nearby Parris Island is one of the 
world’s most visited military facilities. 

GETAWAY
BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA

Some 20,000 Marine recruits come 
for basic training every year. They 
graduate at one of 35 graduation 
ceremonies throughout the year that 
are always held on Friday. Those 
events are open to the public. The 
Parris Island Museum is also free and 
open to the public. The museum covers 
local and regional history, as well as 
Marine Corps history.

“The museum showcases the long 
and rich legacy of the Marine Corps,” 
noted Captain Greg Carroll. “It stands 
as a magnificent monument to Marines 

of the past, as well as a source of in-
spiration for Marines of the future.”

New exhibits highlight the history 
of recruit training and the instructors 
who make that training possible. 

To gain access to Parris Island, 
visitors need only a valid U.S. govern-
ment-issued photo ID card, proof of 
insurance and their vehicle registration.

An RV park on Parris Island is 
available for active duty, retired 
military and Department of Defense 
card holders . Call 843-228-7472 for 
reservations.

Above: The Parish Church of St. Helena was established in 1712 as a colonial parish of the Church 
of England, and today is one of the oldest churches in the U.S. The original church was built on the 
present site in 1724. The church appears now as it did in 1842, after its final enlargement.

Clockwise, from right: A horse-drawn carriage 
tour is a great way for visitors to see many of 
the town’s older homes and structures. Some 
of the RV sites at Hunting Island State Park 
can accommodate motorhomes up to 40 feet in 
length. Beaufort offers beautiful coastal views 
of old Southern charm and architecture.

Ph
ot

os
: P

am
 W

in
ds

or
Ph

ot
o:

 B
ea

uf
or

t R
eg

io
na

l C
ha

m
be

r o
f C

om
m

er
ce

24  MotorHome  May 2018

MH1805-getaway Beaufort.indd   2/22/18   2:35 PM   - 24 -    (Cyan)MH1805-getaway Beaufort.indd   2/22/18   2:35 PM   - 24 -    (Magenta)MH1805-getaway Beaufort.indd   2/22/18   2:35 PM   - 24 -    (Yellow)MH1805-getaway Beaufort.indd   2/22/18   2:35 PM   - 24 -    (BlacK)



BrakeBuddy, Circle 119 on Reader Service Card
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Hunting Island State Park 
843-838-2011, https://southcarolinaparks.com/
hunting-island

Parris Island Museum 
843-228-2951, http://parrisislandmuseum.com

Penn Center 
843-838-2432, www.penncenter.com

Tuck in the Wood Campground 
843-838-2267, www.tuckinthewood.com

Visit Beaufort 
843-525-8500, www.beaufortsc.org

Beaufort’s The Parish Church of 
St. Helena was established in 1712 and 
is one of the oldest churches in the 
United States. The original church was 
built in 1724 and has expanded over 
the years. It was the parish church 
of Thomas Heyward Jr., one of the 
signers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. When Union troops later 
took over the city, the second floor 
sanctuary was used as a hospital. 

“There were many buildings in 
Beaufort used as hospitals,” said 
church docent Sally Miller. She added 
that Confederate and Union soldiers 
are buried here, as well as many 
others who served in times of war. 
“There’s someone buried here from 
every war the United States has ever 
fought in. There are also two British 
soldiers who died in the Revolutionary 
War and are buried right up near the 
front gate.”

Regular parishioners are also 
buried here, one of them in an inter-
esting brick mausoleum. 

“It was built for a doctor who 
heard that sometimes people are 
buried alive,” Miller said. “He was 
afraid that might happen to him, so he 
wanted to be buried with a pickaxe, a 
jug of water and a loaf of bread.” And 
what happened after he died? “To my 
knowledge, he was never seen again.”

The Beaufort National Cemetery 
was established by President Abraham 
Lincoln in 1863 as a final resting place 
for Union and Confederate soldiers. 
Today it is open for burials of members 
of all of the armed services. More than 
14,000 people are buried here. 

After the end of the Civil War, many 
former slaves headed to Beaufort and 
the surrounding Sea Islands to live. 

Far left: You may 
recognize this iconic tree 
from its appearance in 
the film “Forrest Gump.” 
In the movie, Forrest 
teaches Jenny to dangle 
from its limbs. Left: The 
Chapel of Eaves was 
constructed in 1740 for 
planters who lived too far 
away to attend regular 
services at The Parish 
Church of St. Helena.

partial-hookup campsites and the only 
South Carolina lighthouse that’s open 
to the public.

Motorhome owner Judy Hendrich 
and her family have been coming to the 
park for years. She and her husband, 
Bill, travel from Maryville, Tennessee, 
at least twice a year, and are often 
joined by children and grandchildren. 
She comes for the water. 

“I love the ocean. It’s a huge beach 
and it’s not crowded. You go out there 
and see maybe six or eight people at a 
time.”

While the beach might not be 
crowded, the campground is often 
booked, so make reservations as far 
in advance as possible (there is a 
two-night minimum). 

Another nearby campground, 
Tuck in the Wood, is located on St. 
Helena Island, not far from Beaufort or 
Hunting Island. It, too, offers a serene, 
natural setting, although there’s no 
beach access. Other options for places 
to stay include Hilton Head, which is 
about 40 miles from Beaufort.

Beaufort offers a warm, 
welcoming, laid-back atmosphere 
that’s great for a lengthy stay or as 
a stop for a few days on the way to 
somewhere else. 

GETAWAY
BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA

The area has a rich African-American 
heritage and offers an opportunity to 
learn about the Gullah culture that 
still exists here. The Penn Center, a 
50-acre historic campus on nearby St. 
Helena Island, was one of the country’s 
first schools for formerly enslaved in-
dividuals. 

Not far from Penn Center, you’ll 
see the ruins of the Chapel of Eaves. 
While St. Helena was the parish 
church, this chapel was built in 1740 
for planters who lived too far away to 
attend regular services. It was con-
structed with a material very common 
in this area at the time.   

“They constructed a building 
material called tabby,” explained 
Jennifer Rhodes with the Visitors 
Center. “It was made of crushed 
oysters, sand and limestone, and 
they used that to build many of the 
walls near the water and other things 
downtown.”

During your visit make sure to 
try some of the famous Lowcountry 
dishes you may have heard about, 
from shrimp and grits to she-crab 
soup to Frogmore stew (also known 
as Lowcountry boil or Beaufort stew). 
Frogmore stew contains shrimp, 
sausage, corn, onion and potatoes, and 
is definitely worth sampling. Food is a 
highlight here, and local restaurants 
feature a number of those dishes. 
Beaufort also hosts two food festivals: 
A Taste of Beaufort (May 4-5), and the 
Beaufort Shrimp Festival (October 5-6).

Outdoor opportunities include 
boating, fishing, hiking, biking, birding 
and much more. Just 16 miles south 
of Beaufort, Hunting Island State Park 
has 5,000 acres that includes 3 miles 
of beach, natural wildlife areas, 102 
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Explore with Serenity.

Inspired by the automotive industry, the Serenity’s curved fiberglass 
body construction is designed for strength and durability. Built on the 
Mercedes Sprinter Cab Chassis, the sleek aerodynamic exterior lines 
diminish wind noise and boost fuel economy. The end result is one of 
the most beautiful and unique C RVs on the road today.  
Freedom awaits in the 2018 Serenity.

leisurevans.com
Leisure Travel Vans, Circle 146 on Reader Service Card
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EXTREME LUXURY   |   EXTREME PURPOSE   |   EXTREME DURABILITY

PROUDLY BUILT IN THE USA52216 S.R.15 Bristol, IN 46507 | renegaderv.com | 888.522.1126

The new Villagio 25FWS is changing all of the rules. A compact exterior footprint no 
longer means a small living space inside. See the Villagio full wall slide at your area 
Renegade RV dealer today, and experience Legendary Renegade Luxury and Quality.

A lot oF room with a view
The new Villagio 25FWS is changing all of the rules. A compact exterior footprint no 

A lot oF A lot oF room with a viewroom with a view
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CALIFORNIA’S
WINE COUNTRY 
Savoring vino and more in Sonoma and Napa counties Getting There

Sonoma County is part of the San 
Francisco Bay Area, less than 30 miles 
north of San Francisco’s Golden Gate 
Bridge, and is bordered by Marin, Napa, 
Lake and Mendocino counties and the 
Pacifi c Ocean.

The Napa Valley, about an hour from 
the San Francisco Bay Area, consists 
of the following towns: Calistoga, St. 
Helena, Rutherford/Oakville, Yountville, 
the city of Napa, American Canyon and 
the outdoor recreation area of Lake 
Berryessa.

SONOMA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
By Mary Zalmanek

Sonoma and Napa counties are home to more than 800 
wineries and numerous other attractions. After getting rave reviews 
from various sources, we put fi ve wineries, two art collections and 
several outdoor activities on our must-do list. Even though my 

husband, Jim, and I experienced less than 1 percent of what the region has to 
offer, our weeklong visit was 100 percent fun. We used Napa Valley Expo RV 
Park as our home base for the fi rst three days, then moved our motorhome to 
Bodega Bay RV Park for the rest of the week. 

Our fi rst stop was a guided tour at 
di Rosa, an art museum with nearly 
2,000 works of contemporary art 
by 800 Northern California artists. 
Three galleries and a sculpture park 
are situated on 217 acres in the 
Carneros region of Napa Valley. di 
Rosa is a nonprofi t public trust es-
tablished by two devoted patrons of 
the arts, Rene and Veronica di Rosa. 
Our tour started in the Gatehouse 
Gallery, the only one visitors can tour 
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without a guide. The 125-year-old 
Residence Gallery originally housed 
a winery and was the home of the di 
Rosas from 1960 to 1996. In the Main 
Gallery, we enjoyed Rene’s playful 
appreciation of art. Artist David Best 
transformed a 1967 Pontiac, once 
owned by Rene’s mother, into Mother 
Tina’s Car by covering it with a large 
horse-head sculpture, a saddle, a 
pair of table lamps and a bunch of 
small trinkets. 

While at di Rosa, we heard about 
Cornerstone Sonoma, a nearby 
marketplace featuring shopping, 
restaurants and gardens. After a 
quick and delicious lunch at Park 
121 Café & Grill, we set off to 
explore the gardens, which consist 
of nine Cornerstone Gardens and 
Sunset magazine’s fi ve Sonoma Test 
Gardens. Landscape architects and 
designers created the Cornerstone 
Gardens to “celebrate the connection 

The 16,000-square-foot French Normandy 
building at Ledson Winery and Vineyards in 
Kenwood is known as “The Castle.”
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another shared tasting at Ledson 
Winery and Vineyards in Kenwood. 
We weren’t familiar with Ledson 
wines, but we were intrigued by the 
16,000-square-foot French Normandy 
winery known as “The Castle.” There’s 
a good reason we’d never heard of this 
brand; Ledson wines are sold exclu-
sively at the winery, on its website and 
at the Ledson Hotel in Sonoma. Before 
our tasting started, we noticed the 
vineyard rows behind The Castle were 
labeled with the names of the owners 
of each row. By reserving a row for a 
minimum of three years, members get 
four cases each year and their person-

between art, architecture and 
nature.” The Sunset Test Gardens 
cover a quarter acre and highlights 
a wide variety of plants and design.

The rest of our afternoon was 
devoted to wine tasting. Buena Vista 
Winery, in Sonoma, is California’s 
oldest premium winery, founded in 
1857 by Count Agoston Haraszthy. 
In 1878 the property was purchased 
by a couple uninterested in wine 
making; new owners revived the 
winery in 1949, and have been 
making fine wines ever since. Jim 
and I shared a tasting. We especially 
liked the Sheriff of Buena Vista, a 
wine honoring not only Buena Vista’s 
founder, who served two years as 
sheriff of San Diego County, but also 
honors today’s sheriffs by donating 
a portion of the proceeds of every 
bottle sold to the National Sheriffs’ 
Association Education Foundation. 

We ended our first day with 

alized labels on their bottles. 
With all the good food and wine 

we were having, we figured we’d 
better start the next day with a hike. 
Bothe-Napa Valley State Park is at the 
north end of Napa Valley. We hiked 
along a creek though a redwood forest. 
We passed a quiet campground with 30 
RV sites (no hookups, and maximum 
motorhome length is 31 feet). 

Napa Valley had been producing 
wines for more than a century before 
it got the respect it deserved. In the 
Paris Tasting of 1976, a Stag’s Leap 
Wine Cellars Cabernet Sauvignon 
took top honors in a blind tasting 

CALIFORNIA’S WINE COUNTRY 

Above, from left: Buena Vista Winery is California’s oldest premium winery, founded in 1857. The 
wine and food pairing at Kendall-Jackson included three items served with red wines: pinot noir 
with duck breast, syrah with pork belly sliders and cabernet sauvignon with lamb tacos.

Below, from left: The Sunset Test Gardens’ Farm at Cornerstone Sonoma uses compost, fish 
emulsion and chemical-free fertilizers. The Napa Valley Distillery’s Tasting Salon in Oxbow Public 
Market reportedly has the largest collection of artisan cocktail bitters and syrups in the world.
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roadtrek.com 
  roadtrek     roadtrekmotorhomes

Roadtrek, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card
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comparing California wines to the best 
wines of Bordeaux and Burgundy. At 
Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars’ new FAY 
Outlook and Visitor Center, we sipped 
wines while admiring the view of the 
vineyards and the mountains, known 
as Stag’s Leap Palisades. 

Not only does The Hess Collection 
Winery make some tasty wines, it 
also has an impressive art collection. 
Donald Hess began collecting art 
in 1966. Less than a quarter of this 
collection is displayed here; the rest 
can be found in museums around 
the world. As a collector, Hess 
has developed long-term relation-
ships with 20 living artists. One of 
those featured artists is Leopoldo 
Maler, who encourages viewers 
to “apply their imagination to his 
pieces.” I imagined Homage — an old 
Underwood standard typewriter with 
flames coming out of the top — sym-
bolizing the inspiration for a red-hot 
novel. For Maler, it was a personal 
tribute to his uncle, a well-known 
Argentinian writer, who was assassi-
nated for the inflammatory content of 
his political essays. 

For dinner, we decided to check 
out the Oxbow Public Market in Napa, 
a 40,000-square-foot indoor market-
place with local and regional artisan 
food and wine vendors. After dining 
on delicious oysters at the Hog Island 

CALIFORNIA’S WINE COUNTRY 

Oyster Co. and indulging in chocolate 
from Anette’s Chocolates, we browsed 
other shops. The Napa Valley Distill-
ery’s Tasting Salon reportedly has the 
largest collection of artisan cocktail 
bitters and syrups in the world. The 
complimentary bitters tasting was en-
lightening. I tried some delicious ones 
with fruity and ginger flavors; none of 
them were bitter at all. 

After three short days in Napa 
— time flies when you’re having 
fun — we moved to Bodega Bay RV 
Park. As soon as we were settled, we 
drove our dinghy vehicle to Bodega 
Head, a rocky promontory that forms 
the entrance to Bodega Harbor. We 
hiked the 1.8-mile Bodega Head Trail, 
stopping often to admire the stunning 
views of the Pacific Ocean. A small 
herd of deer watched us nonchalantly 
as they munched on grass. 

As long-time Peanuts fans, we 
were delighted to learn of the Charles 
M. Schulz Museum in Santa Rosa. 
Not only did we enjoy reading some of 
the comic strips and learning about 
the development of Charlie Brown, 
Lucy, Snoopy and the gang, we were 
impressed by Schulz’s many accom-
plishments and honors. 

Peanuts first appeared in seven 
national newspapers on October 
2, 1950; the last original strip was 

Mother Tina’s Car, a 1967 Pontiac covered with a large horse head sculpture, a saddle, table 
lamps and a whole bunch of small trinkets, sits in the Main Gallery at di Rosa in Napa Valley.

The 17-by-22-foot Peanuts Tile Mural at the 
Charles M. Schulz Museum in Santa Rosa 
is composed of 3,588 Peanuts comic strips 
printed on 2-by-8-inch ceramic tiles.

printed February 13, 2000, the day 
after Schulz’s death. At that time, 
Peanuts was in 2,600 newspapers in 75 
countries in 21 languages. In addition 
to five awards from the National Car-
toonists Society, he received an Emmy 
and a Congressional Gold Medal, 
Schulz was inducted into the United 
States Hockey Hall of Fame, has a 
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame 
and is a recipient of the Silver Buffalo 
Award by the Boy Scouts of America. 
NASA astronauts honored Schulz 
by naming the Apollo 10 command 
module “Charlie Brown,” and the lunar 
module, “Snoopy.” 

The museum sits across the street 
from Snoopy’s Home Ice, an ice rink 
built by Schulz that has hosted the 
Senior World Hockey Tournament 
since 1975, and Snoopy’s Gallery 
and Gift Shop, with its wide variety of 
Peanuts memorabilia. 

Just 10 minutes from Santa Rosa is 
La Crema Estate at Saralee’s Vineyard 
in the heart of the Russian River Valley. 
We were thrilled to discover that on the 
day of our visit, the vineyard was having 
a grand-opening party where wines 
were being paired with food. 

Outside among the vines, we sipped 
chardonnay and ate Hog Island oysters 
on the half shell. In the multilevel 
tasting room, we enjoyed a generous 
assortment of red and white wines, 
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Coachmen RV, a Division of Forest River, Inc.,  
A Berkshire Hathaway Company

www.coachmenrv.com

DINNER IN TOWN,
THEN SLEEP UNDER THE STARS.

Finally, an all-around vehicle that adapts to the active way you live.  
You may not think of an RV as a second vehicle, but we’re here to change that. Coachmen Orion’s size and easy 
maneuverability can take you from campsite to curbside without blinking. In fact, it’s so versatile, you’ll begin to 
think of it as a universal vehicle. With a pricepoint at half of a Class B, it’s closer in price and gas mileage to a large 
SUV. Wow, a world of possibilties just opened up. Now think of all the places we can take you! 

Coachmen, the overall top selling brand in the nation, has been providing uncompromised value with practical 
innovations and luxury for over half a century. You’ll take pride in owning one of the most innovative and versatile 
vehicles with a name you can trust.  

Please visit coachmenrv.com or call 800.353.7383 and ask for a free brochure and the name of your nearest 
dealer. Let Coachmen RV take your family RVing, or even just to the market, for generations to come.

THEN SLEEP UNDER THE STARS.THEN SLEEP UNDER THE STARS.
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www.demco-products.com/rv-towing • 800.543.3626

#1 Complete 
Towing System
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Victory Series Towbars
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and tasty food. On the deck, a happy 
crowd listened to live music, ate paella 
and drank pinot noir. 

Our trip to California would not 
have been complete without spending 
time in a redwood forest. Armstrong 
Redwoods State Natural Reserve 
near Guerneville is a 30-minute drive 
from La Crema. The 805-acre grove 
is filled with Sequoia sempervirens, 
commonly called coastal redwood. 
These ancient trees are the tallest 
living things on earth. We followed the 
1.5-mile Pioneer Nature Trail on our 
self-guided tour. We marveled at the 
Parson Jones Tree, the tallest one in 
the grove, standing more than 310 feet 
— longer than the length of a football 
field. The Colonel Armstrong Tree is 
the oldest one, estimated at more than 
1,400 years old. 

This was a day of serendip-
ity. Earlier in the week, while I was 

planning our visit to Armstrong 
Redwoods, I discovered that the Annual 
Old Grove Festival was scheduled for 
the evening of our visit. We were lucky 
enough to get tickets for the event that 
soon sold out. The concert is held in 
the historic Redwood Forest Theater 
each September. This amphitheater 
was built in the 1930s. The festival is 
sponsored by Stewards of the Coast 
and Redwoods, an organization that 
provides support for state parks in the 
Russian River area. 

Our last wine tasting was at Kendall-

CALIFORNIA’S WINE COUNTRY 

CRUISERLIFT.COMCRUISERLIFT.COM

SWIVELWHEEL.COMSWIVELWHEEL.COM

866-794-8357

866-794-8357

SONOMA AND NAPA FIRE UPDATE
The world watched in horror as wildfires raced through Napa and Sonoma counties in 
October 2017. As of early 2018, all of the places we visited are open for business, including 
di Rosa Center for Contemporary Art, which was closed for three months while its artwork 
underwent a professional cleaning to remove smoke damage. The fires burned pre-
dominantly in the forested hillsides, beyond where most visitors travel. Wineries are still 
welcoming tourists and pouring wines. Napa and Sonoma are just as beautiful as ever.

Clockwise, from above: Kendall-Jackson’s Estate 
Gardens include seven areas. Paella is prepared 
at the grand opening for La Crema Estate at 
Saralee’s Vineyard. David Luning and his band 
entertain at the Annual Old Grove Festival in 
Armstrong Redwoods State Natural Reserve.
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CALIFORNIA’S WINE COUNTRY 

Jackson Wine Estate and Gardens, 
maker of my favorite chardonnay, in 
Fulton. We did a wine and food paring. 
The first two courses were served with 
white wines: sauvignon blanc with fried 
green tomatoes garnished with oyster 
leaf (yes, a green leaf that tastes like an 
oyster!) and chardonnay with polenta, 
cheese and garden vegetables. Since I 
generally favor white wines, I assumed 
the best came first. 

The next three courses were 
served with red wines: pinot noir with 
duck breast, syrah with pork belly 
sliders and cabernet sauvignon with 
lamb tacos. When I tasted the syrah, I 
thought I’d found a new favorite wine. 
It was perfect with the pork belly. The 
lamb tacos were even better, and I 
figured it, too, would be best with the 
syrah. That was when I gained a new 
appreciation for pairing wine and food. 
The syrah was still good, but not as 
good as with the food the chef had 
paired with it. 

Since my knowledge of pairing 
food and wine is “red goes with beef 
and pork; white goes with chicken 
and fish,” I hoped to gain some insight 
from this experience. When Executive 
Chef Justin Wangler came by our 
table, I asked him about this. He said 
it takes practice, balancing flavors 
and textures. When he and his team 
put a new item on the menu, they try 
it with several different wines to find 
the optimal combination. I also found 
some excellent food and wine pairing 
tips on its website (www.kj.com/blog/
food-pairings).

After lunch, our server, Savannah 
De La Cruz, gave us a tour of the dem-
onstration vineyards and gardens. 
She is the Tasting Room Lead, and 
has an impressive knowledge of 
wines. We tasted grapes right off the 
vine, comparing zinfandel, cabernet 
sauvignon and mourvèdre grapes. The 
Estate Gardens include seven distinct 
areas. Some grow the specialty 
produce featured in our farm-to-table 
meal, while others are meant to be ed-
ucational or simply to inspire visitors 
with their beauty. 

We’d driven through the town of 
Sebastopol, population 7,500, several 

Bodega Bay RV Park 
707-875-3701, www.bodegabayrvpark.com

Napa Valley Expo RV Park 
707-253-4900, www.napavalleyexpo.com

Sonoma County Tourism 
800-576-6662, www.sonomacounty.com 

Visit Napa Valley 
855-847-6272, www.visitnapavalley.com 

For More Information

WIN

a Quarter of a 

Million
Dollars
in Cash

All proceeds bene�t Innovations Housing, a 
501(c)(3) nonpro�t organization that works on 
much-needed community projects around the 
world. Ra�e monitored by Jessica Tegerstrand, 
CPA of Redding, CA. State of California, 
Department of Justice Ra�e Registration 
Number R-173. Must be over 18 to enter. Void 
where prohibited. Winner need not be present 
to win. Winner will take home a new 38-foot 
Winnebago Forza motorhome or $250,000.00.  
Winner responsible for taxes, title and license.

To purchase tickets with a Visa, 
MasterCard, Discover or 
American Express call 
+1 (800) 764-8096 toll free or 
+1 (530) 243-5693. Or mail a check 
to Post O�ce Box 991846
Redding, CA 96099-1846, USA.
For more information visit 
www.innovationshousing.org

A New Winnebago Forza 

Motorhome or

Tickets Only $100.00 Each
No More Than 7,500 Tickets Will Be Sold
Drawing Will Be August 31st, 2018

17TH-ANNUAL

RAFFLE
CHARITY

A NA New Wew Winnebago Finnebago F

. Or mail a check 

www.innovationshousing.org

RAFFLE

orza orza 

a Quarter of a 

Million

oror

Million
Dollars
Million

WIN
RAFFLE

WIN

in Cashin Cash

Tickets Only $100.00 Each

motorhome or $250,000.00.  
Winner responsible for taxes, title and license.

www.innovationshousing.orgwww.innovationshousing.orgwww.innovationshousing.orgwww.innovationshousing.orgwww.innovationshousing.orgwww.innovationshousing.org

much-needed community projects around the 
world. Ra�e monitored by Jessica Tegerstrand, 

Department of Justice Ra�e Registration 
Number R-173. Must be over 18 to enter. Void 

times. On our last day in the area, 
we finally had time to stop. Several 
fanciful metal sculptures scattered 
around town caught our attention. 
They were created by “urban folk 
artists” Patrick Amiot and Brigitte 
Laurent. Amiot sculpts “junk art” out 
of objects destined for a landfill, and 
Laurent paints them to create the 
finished product. For about a block 
on either side of the artists’ home 
on Florence Avenue, front yards are 
adorned with cartoonish likenesses 
of things like a used-car salesman, 
fast-food workers in a taco truck, 
firemen in a fire truck, and Godzilla 
carrying a car and a windmill. My 
personal favorite was two campers 
roasting marshmallows next to their 
RV, which was aptly named Happy 
Trails Camping.

Our week in Napa and Sonoma was 
indeed filled with happy trails. They 
led us to vineyards, museums and 
redwood forests. Cheers! 

Armstrong Redwoods State Natural Reserve 
is filled with Sequoia sempervirens, commonly 
called coastal redwood.
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With Entegra Coach’s expanding lineup of Class C and gas Class A coaches, 
there are more opportunities than ever to enjoy the luxury you deserve.

Explore the new lineup at EntegraCoach.com.    

#WeAreEntegra

HIT THE ROAD WITH  
OUR GROWING FAMILY
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Enjoy the View

TEST  W I N N E B A G O  V I E W  2 4 J 

Winnebago’s Sprinter-based Class C with a European-inspired interior focuses 
on fuel-effi cient wandering without giving up creature comforts

A s the popularity in Mercedes-Benz Sprinter-based Class C 
motorhomes continues to soar, companies like Winnebago look for ways 
to stand out from the crowd. The View, a nameplate that surfaced early in 

Winnebago’s journey into building on the Sprinter chassis, has just the right amount 
of luxury, blended in a compact body that offers plenty of functional livability and 
modern styling. Add European interior cabinetry courtesy of Tecnoform, an Italian 
design fi rm turning heads in the RV industry stateside, and the View 24J plies the 
fi eld with an agile motorhome that is easy to maneuver through the country with 
great confi dence, and turns in great mileage fi gures to boot.

throughout for everything essential, 
like cooking, sleeping or just simply 
stretching out one’s legs on the bigger-
than-most, thickly padded, plus-sized 
dinette. In fact, the dinette is so sub-
stantial, it’s nearly impossible to lose 
focus of its presence. This dinette is 
nothing like the cookie cutter mini-
booths used by many manufacturers 
that aren’t very useful for grown adults. 

ABOVE: The Winnebago View 24J looks right at home in a luxury RV park. Full-body paint and aluminum wheels help provide an upscale look.

By Kevin Livingston
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Immediately upon entry, the View 
24J bathes the senses with earthy-
looking browns and beiges gracing 
the interior walls, arranged in a clean, 
comfortable and space-conscious way. 
At fi rst glance, the 24J may seem a bit 
on the cramped side, but the interior 
is actually quite roomy thanks to the 
centrally located streetside slideout. 
Designers built in decent spacing 

Besides the sheer size, the slightly 
darker than khaki colored dinette, 
wrapped in a plush and pliable leather-
like material, rests right at home in 
the single slideout. The U-shaped 
dinette is a perfect place to snooze, 
relax and even get a little work done 
on a computer, when necessary. And 
don’t discount the dinette as a bed for 
full-sized adults; there’s more than 
enough room at 42-by-82 inches for 
two 6-foot-tall people to slumber in 
style. And to make it even better, fl ip-up 
footrests convert the couch into dual 
recliners. About the only downside of 
this dinette is the two cushions that 
are placed over the table for sleeping. 
In the bed position, they are a little 
diffi cult to keep from sliding around, 
but ultimately, it’s a very nice dinette. 
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BELOW: European-style cabinetry adds to the modern look inside the View. Galley is surprisingly roomy and surrounded by generous drawers and 
cabinets. Bed is tucked in between the passenger-side wall and corner bathroom. The super comfortable U-shaped dinette doubles as a bed, while 
the flip-up footrests convert the couch into dual recliner-type seats, resulting in a great spot to enjoy the living room TV.

The lavatory sink is located 
just outside the door to the 
bathroom. The compres-
sor-driven refrigerator is 
across from the wardrobe 
cabinet that houses the 
convection microwave on 
top. European suspension 
system under rear 
mattress offers excep-
tional support and comfort.
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Also, affixed alongside the dinette is 
a healthy-size, lower-level wardrobe 
closet, doubling as the cabinet structure 
housing the convection microwave.

While on the topic of cabinets, 
there’s no shortage of storage space 
inside the 24J. Attractively executed 
and uniquely shaped and designed, 
the glossy-finished, curved cabinetry 
is scattered liberally throughout the 
interior. This theme carries over to the 
kitchen as well, which is fitted with a 
curvaceous counter and cabinet com-
bination. Although the laminate kitchen 
counter is a little on the small side, it 
is equipped with ideal components, 
such as the stainless-steel double-
basin sink topped off with a tall, curved 
matching stainless faucet/sprayer and 
a pair of sink covers to aid in providing 
additional counterspace. Sharing 
the kitchen counter area is a rightly 
sized two-burner stove with glass 
cover, which takes advantage of the 
decorative, but effective, backlit splash 
guard secured to the adjoining refrig-

erator cabinet on the right. Hanging 
over the counter is not only more curvy 
cabinet landscaping, but a place for the 
living room TV, which is on an articu-
lating arm — and clearly visible from 
the dinette. Below the cabinet is LED 
kitchen lighting that provides sun-like 
illumination for cooking and prepping. 
As for the refrigerator, it’s perfectly 
positioned within arm’s reach of the 
kitchen counter. Rather than rely on 
LP-gas, this smallish, double-door 
refrigerator is compressor-driven, 
powered by the inverter when hookups 
are not available. Two Group 24 12-volt 
batteries are provided to feed the 
inverter, which could be problematic 
when camping in primitive locations. 
But the 3,600-watt Onan Micro Quiet 
LP-gas generator can help in this 
department, and adding an aftermarket 
solar-panel battery charging system 
would likewise be a functional, and con-
siderably quieter, option.

Right above the refrigerator is a 
home for the electronic information 

center along with necessary switches 
and controls, including those for the 
LP-gas tank valve and slideout.

Approaching the rear, the View 
has a divided design, displaying the 
bedroom on the right and the split 
bathroom on the left. It’s a common 
configuration, positioning the sink 
outside the bathroom door, making 
room for the toilet and shower behind 
the privacy door. It’s obviously a good 
method for making the most of the 
available space, but there are a few 
compromises. The 50-by-80-inch bed 
is not quite in queen-size territory, but 
is still big enough for two adults who 
are not averse to cuddling. The rounded 
corner at the foot of the bed makes for 
better access to the sink and bathroom, 
but the shape cuts off some legroom for 
the sleeper against the bathroom wall. 
Also, the person against the outside 
wall has to climb over the other person 
to get out of bed. It takes a little ac-
climation, but is not a deal breaker, 
especially since the mattress is so 
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TEST   W I N N E B A G O  V I E W  2 4 J 

Nautilus retractable door. This was the 
one area aboard the View that is on the 
confi ned side of things, but is expected 
in a compact motorhome. Even though 
it’s understood that space to put all 
the creature comforts into perfect po-
sitioning is at a premium, a bit more 
elbow room in the bathroom would be 
welcome, considering some special-
ops-style, preplanned movements 
are required to pull off a successful, 
unharmed restroom mission. This 
bathroom might not be the best option 
for those people towering over 6 feet 
tall and with a larger girth.

On the opposite end of the 
motorhome, the cockpit is all business. 
Above the driver and co-pilot seats, 
you’ll fi nd a traditional cabover bed, 
complete with lots of legroom, plenty of 
supportive padding, blue LED reading 
lights and an associated removable 
ladder. The seats are color-coordinated 
with the dinette and can be swiveled 
to enhance the living area. Dashboard 
accouterments include a 9-inch Rand 
McNally RV GPS LCD touch-screen 
navigation system integrated with the 

comfortable. Underneath the mattress 
is a relatively new-to-RVs European 
suspension system comprised of 
several small gray plastic pyramids 
that fl ex. Although, it may make you a 
little leery at fi rst, it works shockingly 
well and provides the right amount 
of support for a great night’s sleep. 
Keeping with the theme, the bedroom 
has a bounty of convex overhead 
cabinets, coupled to a nighttime shelf, 
two blue LED reading lights and a USB-
outfi tted 120-volt AC outlet. A 24-inch 
HDTV is mounted at the foot of the bed.

Opposite the bed sits the aforemen-
tioned small closet-sized lavatory with 
its sink, medicine cabinet and mirror 
placed just outside the bathroom wall. 
Nothing special here, but completely 
functional, using a stainless sink 
resting inside the small pedestal 
with lots of LED lighting. Opening the 
convex-shaped door reveals a standard 
porcelain toilet and the shower 
enclosure featuring a space-saving 

Cabover area is utilized for additional sleeping positions. Center section can be removed and 
placed on front portion of cushion to open cockpit headroom. Ladder is stored to the side when 
not in use. Sprinter cab is all business, featuring ergonomic controls and instrumentation.

Specifi cations
Chassis
Model Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 3500
Engine 3.0-liter V-6 turbodiesel
SAE hp 188 @ 3,800 rpm
Torque 325 lb-ft @ 1,400-2,400 rpm
Transmission 5-speed automatic
Axle Ratio 3.92:1
Tires LT215/85R16 
Wheelbase 170"
Brakes Disc
Suspension (F/R) Struts/Leaf springs
Fuel Capacity 26.4 gal
Fuel Economy 18.17 mpg
Warranty 3 years, 36,000 miles chassis/
 5 years, 100,000 miles engine

Coach
Exterior Length 25' 8"
Exterior Width 7' 6"
Exterior Height with A/C 11' 1"
Interior Width 7' 3"
Interior Height  6' 8"
Construction Aluminum frame with steel 

support, laminated walls, block foam 
insulation, fi berglass roof

Freshwater Capacity 32 gal
Black-water Capacity 34 gal
Gray-water Capacity 40 gal
Water-heater Capacity 6 gal
LP-gas Capacity 13 gal
Air Conditioner (1) 15,000 Btu
Furnace 20,000 Btu
Refrigerator 5 cubic-foot
Converter 45 amp
Inverter 1,000 watts
Batteries (1) 12-volt chassis, (2) 12-volt house 
AC Generator 3.6 kW LP-gas
MSRP $131,605
MSRP as Tested $150,037
Warranty 1 year/15,000 miles basic;
 3 years/36,000 miles limited structure;
 10 years limited roof skin  

Wet Weight
(water and water heater, fuel, LP-gas tank full; no 
supplies or passengers)
Front Axle 3,340 lbs
Rear Axle 6,520 lbs
Total 9,860 lbs

Chassis Ratings
GAWR, F/R 4,410/7,720 lbs
GVWR/GCWR 11,030/15,250 lbs
ROCCC 1,170 lbs (deduct weight of 
 passengers for net cargo capacity)

GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR Gross Combination Weight Rating
ROCCC Realistic Occupant and Cargo Carrying 
 Capacity (Full Water, No Passengers)

W I N N E B A G O  V I E W  2 4 J

FRIDGE

LAVSHOWER

DINETTE

50-BY-80-INCH BED

FOOTRESTS
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• All electric 
• No pre-charging required
• No pumps, tanks or air hoses
• Works with hybrids

• In-coach controller
• Lightweight and self-contained
• Breakaway included
• Two year warranty

Brake Without The Worry

Blue Ox, Circle 104 on Reader Service Card
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Inspired by the spirit of adventure and resolved to make the future perfect – Furrion reimagines life on the road. 
High-performance kitchen appliances are specifically built to enhance every outing with luxuries beyond the norm. 
And inherent safety features allow you the comfort and peace-of-mind to live freely, with the convenience of home. 
Experience the effects of a limitless lifestyle today.

BETTER THAN HOME

©2018 Furrion All Rights Reserved
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stereo and rearview camera. Nighttime 
privacy is provided by sliding pleated 
window blinds that have been installed 
for all cab windows, allowing for a total 
visual block out. Although the design is 
clever, especially for the side windows, 
the mechanisms are fi nicky to operate 
and could use a better latching system 
for the front windshield shades. It’s 
a great effort and even though it took 
some patience at times, these shades 
are light years ahead of using curtains 
on a track.

Embellishing the high-quality fi t 
and fi nish is the clean-looking soft 
vinyl ceiling, trimmed using a variety 
of switched LED lighting fi xtures and 
a powered, extra-wide skylight/roof 
vent with both a sliding screen and 
pleated shade. The remainder of the 
onboard creature comforts come by 
way of a 15,000-Btu air-conditioner 
with heat pump, a 20,000-Btu furnace 
and a 6-gallon LP-gas/120-volt AC 
water heater. Holding tanks are 
adequately sized with a 34-gallon 

stereo and rearview camera. Nighttime 

TEST   W I N N E B A G O  V I E W  2 4 J 

black- and a 40-gallon gray-water 
holding tank. 

Mounting the body to the Sprinter 
chassis has been perfected by 
Winnebago engineers, who take pride 
in the level of craftsmanship and 
safety features. The View, like other 
Winnebago products, is treated to the 
manufacturer’s legendary foundation 
of specially extruded structural 
aluminum, known as SuperStructure. 
The Thermo-panel side walls are 
crafted by bonding layers of fi berglass, 
high-density block foam insulation and 
welded aluminum support structures. 
The aluminum support structures also 
contain embedded steel substructures, 
added to ensure solid attachment 
points for cabinetry and appliances. 
And the walls are fastened to the 
frame utilizing interlocking joints, 
which are also found in the fl oor and 
roof. The View takes advantage of a 
crowned, one-piece fi berglass roof, 
backed by a 10 year parts and labor 
warranty — no vulnerable rubber 

here. All this adds up to a long-lasting 
structure with far less potential for 
shakes and rattles when driving.

As with any standard Sprinter-
based motorhome, the drivetrain 
employs a 188-hp, 3.0-liter six-
cylinder turbodiesel engine mated 
to a fi ve-speed automatic transmis-

Space around the toilet is limited and a bit 
tight for larger users. Nautilus door opens up 
the available space inside shower enclosure.
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Winnebago Industries
641-585-6565, www.winnebagoind.com

TEST   W I N N E B A G O  V I E W  2 4 J 

sion. Use of this modest-horsepower, 
higher-torque setup allows for the 
fully outfi tted View to boast 18 mpg 
fuel economy while still maintaining 
more than enough oomph to fl y up the 
freeways at legal speeds. Hill climbs 
were taken at better-than-expected 
speeds, and towing a dinghy resulted in 
no adverse performance issues, other 
than the typical slowdowns on grades.

Secured to the frame is the rear-
mounted, two-point electric stabilizing 
system, which was appreciated. It’s 
always great to have a powered sta-
bilizing system, but in this case, being 
able to locate and operate the switches 
for electric use or to manually crank 
in an override situation was a real 
treasure hunt. Tucked in and out of 
sight in the rear are the switches, 
which were fi nally located using 
two pairs of eyes. Keep in mind, this 
system is designed to stabilize, and is 
not intended for leveling.

Besides the usual list of goodies 
included from Mercedes-Benz, the 

WHAT’S HOT 

WHAT’S NOT 

Fuel economy, main bed support system, 
comfortable convertible dinette, Tecnoform 
cabinetry, full-body paint, fi berglass roof

Small bathroom, main bed position, 
stabilizing jack switches, small battery bank 
for refrigerator, fi nicky windshield shade

addition of Alcoa forged aluminum 
wheels complement the full-body 
paint beautifully. The optional full 
paint package displays a classy color 
combination in black, gray, gold and 
white hues, forming fl owing, soft and 
subtle graphics and lines. A surprising 
number of exterior storage compart-
ments, not always common on smaller 
motorhomes, are standard equipment. 
For such a compact Class C, there’s 
enough storage to support extra-long 
weekends or even longer trips (keeping 
weight ratings and the rig’s modest 
Realistic Occupant and Cargo Carrying 
Capacity in mind). One door leads to 
the utility center, accessing items like 
drain valves, city water and the 30-amp 
electrical connection with ease. Outside 
speakers and the LED-lit powered patio 
awning round out the exterior features. 

Aside from a few areas that could 
use some refi nement, the Winnebago 
View 24J makes for a roomy enough 
motorhome for a family with a child 
or two, who relishes getting away 

from the crowds, but doesn’t want to 
give up the amenities needed to enjoy 
RV resort living. Eye-opening fuel 
economy is just icing on the cake. 
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NEW PRODUCTS!
Introducing the next generation 
of surge protector technology, 
redesigned to detect electrical 
issues from both the power 
source and inside the RV.*

Check out our new  
Lifetime Equipment Coverage and  
Connected Equipment Warranty.

 *Only available in 50A versions
© 2018 Southwire Company, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

®, ™, and * Trademark of Southwire Company, LLC. Registered in the U.S.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters NationwideCW
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PROTECT 
WHAT YOU 
VALUE  
MOST

Special Advertising SectionSpecial Advertising Section

In addition to this, more electronic devices are being 
included in the RVing experience.  Laptops, smart phones, 
tablets, e-readers, residential refrigerators, and medical de-
vices are now commonplace inside of RVs.  As more high 
cost electronics are brought inside of the RV, the greater the 
potential exposure is to the unreliable power supply at camp-
grounds and from portable power generation.  Electrical 
faults and surges can lead to immediate damage to any piece 
of electronic equipment that is plugged in to the A/C system 
of an RV.  The resulting damage can be a simple circuit board 
failure or a complete loss of the RV.  A small investment in 

a whole RV protective device, which is less than your insur-
ance deductible, can save you from costly repairs and signifi-
cant downtime while the RV is being repaired. 

Protect What You Value Most is a vision that Surge 
Guard® has developed with a dedication to provide the high-
est level of protection for the RV community and the sub-
stantial investment owners have in their RV.  In the pursuit of 
this vision, for the first time, Surge Guard® has developed the 
technology to provide protection from electrical issues from 
the source power AND now inside of the RV.

NEW Portable: Full Electrical Protection

Surge Guard® models 34930 30-amp (2450 Joules) and 34950 50-amp (4200 Joules) provide full electrical 
protection that now includes protection for faults inside of the RV.  With an easy to read LCD display, these 
models provide a textual information display that does not require code interpretation.  Real time voltage and 
amp draw are continuously displayed on the LCD screen.  Power is automatically disconnected if the follow-
ing conditions are present: low/high voltage, open ground, open neutral, reverse polarity, and overheating of 
plugs.  The incoming power is constantly monitored, allowing for automatic reset when acceptable power is re-
stored.  The 34950 50-amp now includes exclusive Patent Pending Load Side Open Neutral Protection, which 
protects the RV from an open neutral condition inside of the RV.  This protection is not needed on 30-amp 
systems.  Both the 34930 30-amp and 34950 50-amp include Elevated Ground Line Voltage Protection, which 
provides protection from current coming back through on the ground line from inside of the RV.

In addition to the new full protection 34930 30-amp and 34950 50-amp, Surge Guard offers other product 
types to suit each RV owner’s individual needs.  The following is a breakdown of the other Surge Guard prod-
uct families designed to provide the most trusted protection in the RV industry.

With each new RV model year, there is more and more 

electronic equipment being installed at the OEM level.

Surge Protection with Diagnostics

Surge Guard® models 44260 30-amp and 
44270 50-amp provide trusted surge protec-
tion with easy-to-read wiring diagnostics.  LED 
indicators provide a read out of the incoming 
power condition to alert you to open ground, 
open neutral, and reverse polarity.  There is 
also a surge protection status light to indicate if 
the product is still protecting against a surge.  
The 44260 30-amp provides 
2100 Joules of surge protec-
tion while the 44270 50-amp 
provides 4200 Joules.

Surge Protection 
with Enhanced 
Diagnostics

Surge Guard® models 44280 30-amp and 
44290 50-amp provide the same trusted surge 
protection (2100/4200 Joules) as models 
44260 and 44270 above, while upgrading 
the diagnostic capabilities.  In addition to 
open ground, open neutral, reverse polar-
ity, and surge status indication, this 
product also indicates reverse ground/
line and overheating plug indication.  
The integrated receptacle also contains 
stronger brass inserts.

Hardwire:  
Full Electrical Protection

Providing the same features and 
benefits as the portable Surge Guard®

models 34930 30-amp/34950 50-amp, 
the hardwire Surge Guard® models 
35530 30-amp and 35550 50-amp pro-
vide full electrical protection with the 
convenience of being wired directly into 
the coach.  The hardwire Surge Guard®

models will automatically monitor the 
incoming power and disconnect when a 
fault is present.  These UL listed devices 
are installed out of the elements without 
the need to carry in and out of your coach to plug in.  An op-
tional LCD display, part number 40300, is available to provide 
an easy to read display that can be located anywhere inside 
of your coach.  The 40300 display includes 50' of data cable.

Overvoltage Protection Device

Another new product to the Surge Guard® family is the 
44300 Overvoltage Protection Device.  This product provides 
an individual 15-amp outlet with overvoltage and surge pro-
tection.  It can be used on any outlet inside of your RV or in 
your home to protect electronic equipment from dangerous 
overvoltage and a small surge.  The 44300 will disconnect 
current flow when voltage is at or above 138 volts and provides 
314 Joules of surge suppression.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

Surge Guard now offers a Limited Lifetime Warranty with Connected Equipment Coverage on all of the above products.  
For more information on this and other Southwire RV products, please visit rvpower.southwire.com.
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In addition to this, more electronic devices are being 
included in the RVing experience.  Laptops, smart phones, 
tablets, e-readers, residential refrigerators, and medical de-
vices are now commonplace inside of RVs.  As more high 
cost electronics are brought inside of the RV, the greater the 
potential exposure is to the unreliable power supply at camp-
grounds and from portable power generation.  Electrical 
faults and surges can lead to immediate damage to any piece 
of electronic equipment that is plugged in to the A/C system 
of an RV.  The resulting damage can be a simple circuit board 
failure or a complete loss of the RV.  A small investment in 

a whole RV protective device, which is less than your insur-
ance deductible, can save you from costly repairs and signifi-
cant downtime while the RV is being repaired. 

Protect What You Value Most is a vision that Surge 
Guard® has developed with a dedication to provide the high-
est level of protection for the RV community and the sub-
stantial investment owners have in their RV.  In the pursuit of 
this vision, for the first time, Surge Guard® has developed the 
technology to provide protection from electrical issues from 
the source power AND now inside of the RV.

NEW Portable: Full Electrical Protection

Surge Guard® models 34930 30-amp (2450 Joules) and 34950 50-amp (4200 Joules) provide full electrical 
protection that now includes protection for faults inside of the RV.  With an easy to read LCD display, these 
models provide a textual information display that does not require code interpretation.  Real time voltage and 
amp draw are continuously displayed on the LCD screen.  Power is automatically disconnected if the follow-
ing conditions are present: low/high voltage, open ground, open neutral, reverse polarity, and overheating of 
plugs.  The incoming power is constantly monitored, allowing for automatic reset when acceptable power is re-
stored.  The 34950 50-amp now includes exclusive Patent Pending Load Side Open Neutral Protection, which 
protects the RV from an open neutral condition inside of the RV.  This protection is not needed on 30-amp 
systems.  Both the 34930 30-amp and 34950 50-amp include Elevated Ground Line Voltage Protection, which 
provides protection from current coming back through on the ground line from inside of the RV.

In addition to the new full protection 34930 30-amp and 34950 50-amp, Surge Guard offers other product 
types to suit each RV owner’s individual needs.  The following is a breakdown of the other Surge Guard prod-
uct families designed to provide the most trusted protection in the RV industry.

With each new RV model year, there is more and more 

electronic equipment being installed at the OEM level.

Surge Protection with Diagnostics

Surge Guard® models 44260 30-amp and 
44270 50-amp provide trusted surge protec-
tion with easy-to-read wiring diagnostics.  LED 
indicators provide a read out of the incoming 
power condition to alert you to open ground, 
open neutral, and reverse polarity.  There is 
also a surge protection status light to indicate if 
the product is still protecting against a surge.  
The 44260 30-amp provides 
2100 Joules of surge protec-
tion while the 44270 50-amp 
provides 4200 Joules.

Surge Protection 
with Enhanced 
Diagnostics

Surge Guard® models 44280 30-amp and 
44290 50-amp provide the same trusted surge 
protection (2100/4200 Joules) as models 
44260 and 44270 above, while upgrading 
the diagnostic capabilities.  In addition to 
open ground, open neutral, reverse polar-
ity, and surge status indication, this 
product also indicates reverse ground/
line and overheating plug indication.  
The integrated receptacle also contains 
stronger brass inserts.

Hardwire:  
Full Electrical Protection

Providing the same features and 
benefits as the portable Surge Guard®

models 34930 30-amp/34950 50-amp, 
the hardwire Surge Guard® models 
35530 30-amp and 35550 50-amp pro-
vide full electrical protection with the 
convenience of being wired directly into 
the coach.  The hardwire Surge Guard®

models will automatically monitor the 
incoming power and disconnect when a 
fault is present.  These UL listed devices 
are installed out of the elements without 
the need to carry in and out of your coach to plug in.  An op-
tional LCD display, part number 40300, is available to provide 
an easy to read display that can be located anywhere inside 
of your coach.  The 40300 display includes 50' of data cable.

Overvoltage Protection Device

Another new product to the Surge Guard® family is the 
44300 Overvoltage Protection Device.  This product provides 
an individual 15-amp outlet with overvoltage and surge pro-
tection.  It can be used on any outlet inside of your RV or in 
your home to protect electronic equipment from dangerous 
overvoltage and a small surge.  The 44300 will disconnect 
current flow when voltage is at or above 138 volts and provides 
314 Joules of surge suppression.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

Surge Guard now offers a Limited Lifetime Warranty with Connected Equipment Coverage on all of the above products.  
For more information on this and other Southwire RV products, please visit rvpower.southwire.com.
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CLEARING 
THE FOG

INSTALLATION: LAMINATED GLASS

By Bruce W. Smith

Laminated glass is a practical solution for fi xing clouded dual-pane 
windows that impair drivers’ vision from the cockpit

Fogged windows along the sides 
and rear of a motorhome are a 
nuisance that can be tolerated until it 
interferes with the vision of the driver 
and becomes a serious safety issue. 
This malady is more prevalent in older 
motorhomes that have been exposed 
for a long time to sun and/or have a 

between the window panes. Either 
the desiccant-fi lled rubber spacer 
between the two panes of tempered 
glass — which is what absorbs 
moisture being pulled into the air 
space from changes in temperature 
and elevation — becomes over-
saturated, or the secondary sealer on 
the outside of that rubber spacer fails 
from all the vibration and movement of 
the motorhome, allowing moisture to 
saturate the spacer and work its way 
into the air gap. 

Regardless of which part quits 
doing its job fi rst, moisture builds up 

broken seal. All dual-pane windows 
are subject to the same problem.

RV Glass Solutions in Coburg, 
Oregon, specializes in rectifying 
dual-pane motorhome windows that 
have failed. According to the company, 
fogging isn’t caused by the age of the 
RV, but rather the failure of the parts 

A cataract, defi ned as the clouding of the lense in the eye, is one of 
the leading causes of blindness in the world, and is a common malady 
among those older than 40 years of age. Aging has a similar effect on 

the dual-pane windows in motorhomes, causing a white fog to slowly build up 
between the glass to the point where the only view is one of looking through a 
white cloud. 
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on the glass pane’s interior surfaces, 
resulting in the fogging effect. If left 
unchecked for a long enough period 
of time, the calcium deposits left by 
the water vapor will eventually etch 
the glass, rendering it unrepairable 
and permanently clouded over.

Multiple Solutions
Fortunately, there are several 
solutions for restoring clear vision. 
The compromised window assembly 
can be removed in its entirety and 
replaced if the original window 
manufacturer is still in business — 
and is still making the assembly. It’s 
also the most expensive option, with 

three-piece units likely costing more 
than $1,000.

A much better alternative is to 
remove the window assembly, then 
completely disassemble it so the 
individual panes of tempered glass 
can be cleaned (or replaced if they 
are etched) and resealed using new 
desiccant-embedded rubber spacers 

coated with the secondary external 
sealer. Cleaning and resealing of the 
OE tempered dual-pane glass is one 
of RV Glass Solutions’ specialties, 
and the company uses a proprietary 
process which it keeps close to 
the vest, so it wouldn’t let us show 
readers the secrets to its success. 

The downside is, like all 

[1] The area around the driver’s window was masked before special plastic pry tools were 
used to slide the assembly out from the opening. [2] Flange-type motorhome windows 
like this one have a clamp ring on the inside of the motorhome that screws to the window 
assembly, sandwiching it tight to the body. Removal of the window unit only takes a few 
minutes. Note the “fogged” window panes. [3] Masking tape marks the exact location of the 
divider for the slider window so when the new glass is installed all the parts fi t exactly as 
they should. Care was taken in removing the rubber glass moldings, which would be reused, 
as they were still like-new.

[4] The metal screws that attach the cross pieces to the outer framework were removed, then a spreader was used to carefully separate the 
frame from the glass panes. Extra care was taken to avoid bending any of the aluminum components in the process. [5] Dual-pane RV windows 
fog internally because either the desiccant embedded in the special spacer between the panes gets saturated over time, or because the 
secondary (exterior) sealant is compromised, allowing water from the outside to oversaturate the desiccant. 

1 2 3

4 5
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dual-pane RV windows, no matter 
how successful the glass cleaning/
replacement/resealing process is, 
the same fogging issue may rear its 
ugly head again. (RV Glass Solutions 
provides a two-year warranty on its 
dual-pane repairs.) 

A third alternative, the one many 
motorhome owners choose, is to 
replace the dual-pane windows with 
a single piece of thick, laminated 
glass. The laminated glass RV Glass 
Solutions uses is the same found 
in the automotive industry, where a 
thin layer of either polyvinyl butyral 
(PVB) or ethylene-vinyl acetate (EVA) 
is sandwiched between two thicker 
sheets of glass bonded together by 
heat under high pressure to form one 
single piece. 

Laminated safety glass has 
several advantages over dual-pane 

INSTALLATION: LAMINATED GLASS

glass, according to the company, one 
of which is it doesn’t shatter when 
broken because the plastic interlayer 
holds it together, adding a level of 
safety and security in the event of 
an accident or vandalism. The major 
downside to using laminated glass 
is the loss of the insulation factor 
provided by the dual-pane windows, 
which will limit the effectiveness of 
the windows in hot and cold weather. 
According to Colorado Energy, single 
glass, including a laminated window 
without an air gap, has an R-value 
of .91, whereas a dual-pane window 
with a ¼-inch air gap has an R-value 
of 1.69.

But the primary reason to ditch 
dual-pane glass for laminated is it 
will never fog. Hence, the reason 
RV Glass Solutions gives a lifetime 
warranty to the original owner when 
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[6] Laminated glass (right) has a thin layer of vinyl material between two thick sheets of glass, 
while standard dual-pane RV glass (left) has two thin sheets of tempered glass separated by an 
air gap. Laminated glass will never fog like the dual-pane on the left, but will not provide the same 
insulating properties as dual-pane glass. [7] RV Glass Solutions uses a variety of tools to remove the 
different panes of glass from the window assembly. [8] The window frame is set aside and then the 
individual dual panes will be removed and discarded, each being replaced by laminated glass. 
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it replaces OEM dual-pane windows 
with laminated glass.

Cost Factors
The cost for either repairing non-
flush-mounted windows with 
tempered OEM dual-pane, or 
replacing them with laminated glass, 
varies from installer to installer. At 
RV Glass Solutions, which is under the 
corporate umbrella of Coach Glass, 
one of the major suppliers of wind-
shields to a number of motorhome 
builders, pricing for such work is very 
simple: $325 for a single-window 
assembly; $430 for assemblies with 
two windows; and $535 for units that 
have three windows.

The company has a vast reference 

PROTECTS AGAINST 
THE EFFECTS OF:

Road Wandering  
Over-steering
Side Winds

Passing Trucks
Front Tire Blowouts

SAFE-T-PLUS.com 

file of RV window drawings and 
specifications to program computer-
ized glass cutting machines on-site 
to ensure each piece is a perfect fit. 
It also has an abundant supply of 
laminated glass sheets on-site in 
auto green, light gray, dark gray and 
bronze tints, which covers 90 percent 
of the RV market, according to RV 
Glass Solutions.    

Pricing on replacing damaged 
(etched) OE tempered dual-pane 
glass with like glass is more com-
plicated. New tempered glass prices 
vary widely depending on a number of 
factors, including pricing differences 
in thickness and color. Sometimes 
the price is nearly the same as using 
laminated glass, sometimes it can be 

[9] Attention to small details is critical, and one tactic used in dual-pane window reinstallation 
is punching weep holes in the OE rubber seals around each pane to keep water from sitting 
against the edge of the glass (which can affect the integrity of the spacer over time). Note that 
laminated glass isn’t affected by water the way dual-pane glass is. [10] The rubber gasket is 
installed around the pane of laminated glass, precisely cut to fit in its new home, before sliding 
it into the multi-panel window frame. [11] Reassembling the window unit is like putting together 
a puzzle, where each piece has to go back in the exact same location and in a very specific 
order. [12] There are a number of little tricks employed during the installation of the laminated 
glass, including using thin plastic tape to hold the molding to the glass as it’s being pushed into 
the frame, and then cutting the tape with a razor so the tape can be pulled out.
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RV ARMOR is a Federally 
Registered Trademark  
of RV Armor, Inc.  
All Rights Reserved.

SEAMLESS

BEFORE

AFTER

www.RV-ARMOR.com 
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-782-7667)

leak and  
worry-free  
FOR LIFE.

Lightweight: Seamless, and  
maintenance-free
Convenient: Don’t Move! We’ll 
come to you and install your 
new roof. Two-day process with 
nationwide service.
Affordable: Less expensive than 
a traditional roof replacement
Permanent: Lifetime material 
and labor  
warranty.  
Tracked by  
the VIN #

RVArmor Lifetime 
Roof

considerably higher. It all depends on 
the installer’s glass cost.

Making Time
From a time standpoint, repairing 
or replacing RV window glass takes 
about the same amount of labor 
regardless of the type of glass used. 
RV Glass Solutions says it takes a tech 
about three hours to R&R one of the 
larger multi-window units such as the 
three-pane “pilot window” commonly 
found in motorhome cockpits, and 
each of the techs can typically make 
two or three of those types of window 
repair/replacements a day at the 
massive Coburg facility. 

Smaller single- and dual-pane 
windows take less time. Most of the 
motorhomes that come to RV Glass 
Solutions’ service centers (located in 
Oregon, Arizona, Florida and Indiana) 
are by appointment. They do accept 
drop-ins during the slower times of the 
year, but recommend making an ap-
pointment, especially during summer.  

The payoff is obvious after the 
driver slides behind the wheel and can 
see clearly through the side windows 
— much the same as when vision is 
restored after cataracts are removed. 

RV Glass Solutions  
888-777-6778, www.rvglassexperts.com

[13] One of the last steps in the rebuild process is installing a new weather seal around the 
window assembly. This is the primary seal between the motorhome wall and the window frame. 
[14] The new window assembly is held in place as the inner frame from inside the motorhome 
is attached. Laminated glass weighs more than the OE dual-pane glass it replaces, so the new 
window assembly is heavier than before.

[15] The area around the window frame is taped off before laying down a bead of silicone sealant. 
This gives a fine, sharp edge where the sealant is — and a better-than-factory finish. [16] After the 
fogged OE driver’s-side dual-pane window was replaced with laminated glass, the motorhome 
was taken for a drive to test clarity.  
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Recipient of 8 Consecutive Quality Circle Awards!

Superior Quality, Excellent Customer Service.

 
WWW.PLEASUREWAY.COM  |  (800) 364.0189  |  SASKATOON, CANADA
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By Kristopher Bunker

When preparing to make a major purchase, 
setting a budget ahead of time is a must. It helps 
keep impulse upgrades at bay, and also ensures 

a brighter future in terms of being able to afford the 
monthly payments. When setting that budget, however, it’s 
important to remain realistic — if you want to play, you’ll 
have to pay. Apart from a residential home, a motorhome 
is likely the largest investment you’ll make, so doing your 

homework ahead of time to determine exactly what you 
want — and what you’re willing to pay for — may seem 
like an overwhelming task. But we’re here to help. We’ve 
selected a handful of new motorhomes that are equipped 
with all the comforts of home, at various price points, 
without eclipsing the $200,000 mark. You’ll be pleasantly 
surprised at what that will get you, without completely 
draining your bank account. 

THESE MOTORHOMES ARE HIGH ON AMENITIES 
AND LIVABILITY BUT RELATIVELY LOW ON PRICE

 FOR THE
 ROAD

ABOVE: The Leisure Travel Vans Unity is offered in fi ve different 
confi gurations on the fuel-effi cient Mercedes-Benz Sprinter chassis.
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Chassis Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 3500 Extended
Engine 3.0L V-6 turbodiesel
Fuel cap 24.5 gal
GVWR 11,030 lbs
Exterior length 24' 4.5"
Exterior width 6' 7.7"

Exterior height with A/C 9' 8"
Wheelbase 170"
Freshwater cap 26 gal
Black-/gray-water cap 14 gal/ 27 gal
LP-gas cap 14.55 gal
Base MSRP  $165,878

Airstream Inc., 877-596-6111, www.airstream.com
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AIRSTREAM INTERSTATE GRAND TOUR EXT
For those of us who prefer the journey as well as the destination, Air-
stream’s Interstate Grand Tour EXT is fun to drive, and is outfi tted with 
all the comforts of home, and more. Built on the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 
chassis, the Interstate Grand Tour EXT is powered by a 3.0L V-6 turbodiesel 
capable of pumping out 188 hp and 325 lb-ft of torque, and rider comfort 
is enhanced by the optional air-ride suspension. Standard safety features 
include lane-keeping, blind-spot and collision-prevention assist systems. 
Inside, the Grand Tour has been designed for enjoyable trips for two, with 
either a power lounge or dual-twin-bed option for additional fl exibility. The 
surprisingly large galley features Corian countertops and backsplashes, 
while residential-style cabinetry is thoughtfully placed throughout. 
Additional appointments include dual LED TVs and a Blu-ray player, 
on-demand water heater, side- and rear screen doors, solar panels and a 
power awning.

COACHMEN ORION 
Built on the Ford Transit T350 chassis, 
the Coachmen Orion T21TB has been 
designed with maneuverability in 
mind. The Orion is one of the few fully 
equipped Class C motorhomes less 
than 24 feet long on the market, which 
helps make the transition to driving a 
motorhome much less intimidating. 
But don’t let its compact size fool you; 
the Orion can easily sleep a family of 
fi ve with room to spare. The T21TB 
features dual 32-by-74-inch opposing 
sofa beds that can be used separately 
or combined for a single RV king-sized 
sleeper, while the cabover bunk area 
and dinette are just the right size for 
the kiddos. Perhaps most impressive 
on the T21TB fl oorplan is the bathroom, 
which runs the entire width of the rear, 
offering a surprising amount of space 
in a motorhome that doesn’t have 
any slideouts. Also appreciated is the 
fl ip-up extension in the galley to help 
increase meal-prep space. Outside, the 
front and rear fi berglass caps help with 
aesthetics, and the optional exterior 
entertainment center means you can 
watch the big game under the stars. 

 FOR THE
 ROAD

Chassis Ford Transit T350
Engine 3.7L V-6
Fuel cap 25 gal
GVWR 10,360 lbs
Exterior length 23' 9"
Exterior width 7' 7"
Exterior height with A/C 10' 6"
Wheelbase 156"
Freshwater cap 37 gal
Black-/gray-water cap 32 gal/ 32 gal
LP-gas cap 9.5 gal
Base MSRP $75,182

Coachmen RV   
574-825-8776, www.coachmenrv.com

COACHMEN ORION 
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DOLPHIN MOTOR 
COACH NATIONAL 
TRAVELLER
When designing the 
National Traveller, 
Dolphin Motor Coach 
(formerly Grand Coach) 
took cues from Euro-style 
Class B motorhomes. 
The 7-foot 4-inch interior 
ceiling height adds a 
spacious feel, and the 
ultraleather soft-touch 
ceiling and walls are all 
luxury. The aircraft-style upper storage compart-
ments feature hidden hinges, and the cabinets are 
constructed with full high-gloss hardwood. The well-
equipped kitchen features solid-surface counters, 
an induction cooktop, a water-fi ltration system and 
a remote-controlled power fan. A porcelain toilet 
and tempered glass shower door highlight the lav. 
The rear of the Traveller houses a removable dinette 
table and sofa bed, while the cab is equipped with 
custom dash and door wood trim, and ultraleather 
swivel seats. Tech appointments include a multiplex 
wiring system, in-dash GPS with DVD player, backup 
cameras and a wireless router. Outside, the power 
awning with LED lighting and outside entertainment 
area add to the enjoyment of the outdoors. 

Chassis RAM ProMaster 3500
Engine 3.6L V-6 
Fuel cap 24 gal
GVWR 9,350 lbs
Exterior length 20' 10.5"
Exterior width 6' 8.7" 
Exterior height with A/C 9' 9"
Wheelbase 159"
Freshwater cap 20 gal
Black-/gray-water cap 8.5 gal/ 27 gal
LP-gas cap 10.1 gal
MSRP $139,000

Chassis Ford E-450 
Engine Triton 6.8L V-10 
Fuel cap 55 gal
GVWR 14,500 lbs
Exterior length 32' 6"
Exterior width  8' 4"
Exterior height with A/C 11' 6"
Wheelbase 223"
Freshwater cap 47 gal
Black-/gray-water cap 32 gal/ 41 gal
LP-gas cap 13 gal
Base MSRP $128,625

Dolphin Motor Coach    
574-264-3951, www.dolphinmotorcoach.com

Entegra Coach, 800-517-9137, www.entegracoach.com

ENTEGRA ESTEEM 31L
The all-new Entegra Coach Esteem is available in three 
fl oorplans, and combines quality construction with luxurious 
appointments. The Esteem 31L features a one-piece 
seamless front cap with a 30-by-82-inch automotive-bonded 
window in the bunk over the cab, plus a one-piece fi berglass 
roof and optional full-body paint. Inside, the 84-inch-high 
padded vinyl ceiling helps open up the interior. The galley 
features a recessed stainless-steel three-burner range; an 
oven; an 8-cubic foot, fl ush-mount, double-door refrigerator 
with stainless-steel fi nish; and a solid-surface countertop 
with matching sink covers. The bedroom is outfi tted with 
a spacious, illuminated wardrobe, a queen-size bed, an 
overhead fan and a 24-inch LED TV. The amidships lav 
features a recessed stainless-steel sink, shower with a 
decorative surround and a skylight, and is situated across 
the aisle from the bunk-bed area for the little ones. Buyers 
can opt for the E-Z Drive Elite package, which includes a 
computer-balanced driveshaft, standard front and rear 
stabilizer bars, Hellwig helper springs, Bilstein shock 
absorbers and rubber isolation mounts. 

10 FOR THE ROAD
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for your RV
Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies.  GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2018 GEICO

geico.com          800-442-9253 Local Office

Geico, Circle 118 on Reader Service Card
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FLEETWOOD BOUNDER 36F
Sometimes, one product rollout a year 
isn’t enough. Fleetwood’s Bounder 
36F is actually a 2018.5 model, and 
the manufacturer apparently used the 
extra time to add even more amenities 
into an already impressive list of 
standards. The 36F utilizes a driver’s-
side full-wall slideout to open up the 
free-fl owing interior, which is high-
lighted by the Euro-top king bed in the 
bedroom and the amidships bunk beds 
that can convert into a wardrobe and 
seating area. Oh, and there are two full 
bathrooms: one in the rear (en suite to 
the bedroom), running the full width 

JAYCO MELBOURNE 
PRESTIGE 24KP
The new diesel Melbourne Prestige 
24KP Class C is built on a Mercedes-
Benz Sprinter chassis and features 
a one-piece seamless front cap with 
30-by-82-inch automotive-bonded 
panoramic window. Available in 
two full-body paint schemes, the 
Melbourne Prestige also features 
a 14-foot awning, plenty of pass-
through storage, aluminum 
skirt-hung baggage doors, an electric 
entrance step and exterior quick-
connect grill. Inside, the curved 
cabinetry and marine-inspired 
interior work with the soft-touch vinyl 
ceiling for a feeling of elegance. The 
Melbourne Prestige 24KP features 
a queen bed in its own separate 
bedroom space, which also includes 
a wardrobe and nightstand. The rest 
of the family can enjoy the overhead 
bunk and convertible dinette to get 
a good view of the 32-inch LED TV 
in the living area. The Melbourne 
Prestige is also outfi tted with a 
whole-coach water-fi ltration system, 
and the 6-cubic-foot refrigerator is a 
good fi t for this size motorhome.

Chassis Ford F-53
Engine Triton 6.8L V-10
Fuel cap 80 gal
GVWR  26,000 lbs
Exterior length  38' 9"
Exterior width  8' 6"
Exterior height with A/C  12' 10"
Wheelbase  242"
Freshwater cap  100 gal
Black-/gray-water cap  50 gal/ 90 gal
LP-gas cap  25 gal
Base MSRP  $187,550

Fleetwood RV    
800-854-1344, www.fl eetwoodrv.com

Chassis Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 3500 Extended
Engine 3.0L V-6 turbodiesel
Fuel cap 26.4 gal
GVWR 11,030 lbs
Exterior length 25' 2"
Exterior width 8'
Exterior height with A/C 10' 11"
Wheelbase 170"
Freshwater cap 43 gal
Black-/gray-water cap 31 gal/ 31 gal
LP-gas cap  9.8 gal
Base MSRP $136,463

Jayco Inc.    
574-825-5861, www.jayco.com

24KP Class C is built on a Mercedes-

of the interior; and one across from 
the bunk area, which will no doubt be 
primarily commandeered by the little 
ones. A drop-down bed over the cab 
offers additional sleeping space. To 
help feed the crew, the galley features 
a residential-sized refrigerator, a 
three-burner cooktop with oven and 
plenty of solid-surface counter prep 
space. The 36F is equipped with the 

Technology Package ($3,100), which 
includes a Bluetooth speaker and 
porch LED, upgraded Kenwood stereo, 
cellphone booster and Wi-Fi extender, 
solar panel and collision avoidance 
camera system.

10 FOR THE ROAD
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From the RV Sanitation Expert

Toss-Ins™ and Shotz™
Powerful Odor Control in 
Convenient Concentrated Packets! 

•  Liquefi es waste fast to  prevent 

clogging

•  Works around the clock in all 

weather conditions

•  100% biodegradable  deodorant

Powerfully Convenient

Try NEW 
Micro-Concentrates, available in 
24-Dose easy-grab container!

A
3326

CW076895

Aqua-Magic®

Style II
Aqua-Magic®

Residence
Aqua-Magic®

V

The Best RV Toilets
When it comes to replacements & upgrades, Thetford is the best in the business.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

CW076895 Thetford May MHTL.indd   1 2/5/18   9:34 AM
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LEISURE TRAVEL VANS 
UNITY U24MB
The Leisure Travel Vans Unity is 
available in fi ve unique fl oorplans 
to suit your lifestyle. The Unity 
U24MB shown here is the Unity’s 
fl agship fl oorplan. The star, of 
course, is the RV queen-size 
Murphy bed, which fl ips up for 
daylight hours, resulting in an 
impressive amount of fl oor space 
for a 25-foot motorhome. The 
Unity Murphy Bed can also be 
outfi tted with the all-new Leisure 
Lounge Plus, which allows for six 
completely different seating and 
dining confi gurations to further 
utilize the interior space. Another 
impressive usage of space is the 
pop-up 39-inch LED TV, which 
rises from its cabinet at the push 
of a button. The Unity is outfi tted 
with handcrafted curved European 
cabinetry and French-seamed 

upholstery throughout, plus 
the seats in the cockpit swivel 
for additional seating options. 
The 27-square-foot corner 
dry bathroom features a large 
stand-up shower and separate 
washbasin. The Unity comes 
standard with a Truma AquaGo 
water-heating system and Becker 
Map Pilot GPS navigation system.

Chassis Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 
 3500 Extended
Engine 3.0L V-6 turbodiesel
Fuel cap 26.4 gal
GVWR 11,030 lbs 
Exterior length 25' 1"
Exterior width 7' 10.5"
Exterior height with A/C 10' 6"
Wheelbase 170"
Freshwater cap 24 gal
Black-/gray-water cap 29 gal/ 37 gal
LP-gas cap 15 gal
Base MSRP $132,795

Leisure Travel Vans
877-992-9906, www.leisurevans.com

Chassis Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 3500 Extended
Engine 3.0L V-6 turbodiesel
Fuel cap 26.4 gal
GVWR 11,030 lbs
Exterior length 24' 11"
Exterior width 7' 8.25"
Exterior height with A/C 10' 11"
Wheelbase 170"
Freshwater cap 34 gal
Black-/gray-water cap 29 gal/ 29 gal
LP-gas cap 13.2 gal
Base MSRP $122,978

Renegade RV     
574-966-0210, www.renegaderv.com

10 FOR THE ROAD

RENEGADE VILLAGIO 25FWS
Renegade RV motorhomes are known for 
their rugged construction, and the new 
Villagio 25FWS is no different. The side walls, 
roof and fl oor construction feature Azdel 
composite panels, while the roof is covered 
with one-piece fi berglass. Aluminum exterior 
compartments are lightweight and strong, and 
feature insulated compartment doors with 
positive locking latches. What is different about 
the Villagio is its elegant interior appoint-
ments, such as the solid hardwood cabinetry 
throughout, including upper cabinet doors with 
a stylish radius design. The countertops are 
solid-surface, plus the galley features a large 
stonecast kitchen sink and a residential-qual-
ity satin nickel high-rise faucet with pull-out 
sprayer. The cabinets feature soft-closing 
drawer hardware, and satin nickel contem-
porary door and drawer pulls. The 25FWS 
fl oorplan is a spacious full-wall slide fl oorplan 
featuring a large U-shaped dinette lounge, 
pull-out pantry, queen bed and an innovative 
sliding wardrobe cassette that offers storage 
and fl exibility. There is an option for a large 
sofa bed with a pedestal dining table in lieu of 
the standard dinette/lounge. Three exterior 
paint options are available, and the power 
lateral arm awning outside features integrated 
LED lighting in the lead rail.
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Made in the USA since 1967

800-321-3494
HWH.com

The Foretravel ih-45 is built on the TravelRide III chassis, manufactured 
by Spartan Motors, and utilizes our HWH® Active Air for... 

HWH® Active Air
The Ride of the Future!

Why Choose HWH® Active Air?

• Improves handling on curvy 
roads, and lane changes.

• Four point electronically 
controlled suspension for 
comfort and control.

• HWH® Automatic/Manual Air 
Leveling included (BI-AXIS®).

• Driver selectable ride heights 
to adjust for wind, road crown, 
or rough surfaces.

• Self monitoring system will 
notify driver of conditions that 
need addressing.

...superior ride control!...superior ride control!

HWH® Active Air

HWH.201708.AA Ride of the Future Ad_MH  12/8/17  9:31 AM  Page 1
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Chassis Ford F-53
Engine Triton 6.8L V-10 
Fuel cap  80 gal
GVWR  22,000 lbs
Exterior length  37'
Exterior width  8' 5"
Exterior height with A/C  12' 11"
Wheelbase  242"
Freshwater cap  100 gal
Black-/gray-water cap  40 gal/ 40 gal (front)/ 

30 gal (rear)
LP-gas cap  25 gal
Base MSRP  $172,875

Thor Motor Coach     
800-860-5658, 
www.thormotorcoach.com

THOR MIRAMAR 35.2
The Miramar 35.2 Class A features an open fl oorplan with plenty of seating, 
perfect for entertaining friends and family. The living area boasts no less than 
three separate areas for lounging: two 68-inch theater seats, a 68-inch sofa 
bed and a 78-inch Dream Dinette, all of which provide great spots for viewing 
the retractable 50-inch LED TV. Galley appointments include solid-surface 
counter tops and sink covers, a residential refrigerator, pantry and dual-burner 
electric induction cooktop. The rear king bed is equipped with an inclining bed 
mechanism, ensuring a great view of the 32-inch LED TV in the bedroom. Other 
electronic gadgetry includes a 10-inch touch-screen dash radio with GPS, 
multiplex wiring control, solar-power prewiring and a power patio awning with 
integrated LED lighting. The Miramar 35.2 is also prepped for a washer/dryer 
combo, and a power-charging center for electronics ensures everybody’s phones 
will always be powered up.

10 FOR THE ROAD
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* 16’ long x 54” wide
* Weighs just 94 lbs. (hull only)

* Holds 2 people or up to 1765 lbs of people & gear
* Fits in any car trunk or motorhome & 

packs to just 60” x 24” x 12”
* 6 hp Capacity   *Motors up to 17 mph

* In� ates in minutes

Dept MH058B 19 N. Columbia St., Ste 1
Port Jefferson, NY 11777

1-800-944-7496 for a FREE catalog
M-F, 9-5 EST

The Sea Eagle® FishSki� ™ 16  in� atable boat can be  
motored long distances to � shing spots other anglers only 
dream about.  Roll up & carry in your car, SUV, motorhome  
or on a small plane. Features 2 swivel seats with rod  
holders, 2 built-in 40” � sh rulers & 2 Scotty mounts & 3 
separate air chambers for safety. 

5 Boat packages available starting at $1799. 
(NY & WA residents add sales tax.)

Shown with 
optional

 accessories.

Patent Pending

Fits In a Bag!

TIFFIN ALLEGRO 36 LA
Longevity is often a sign of success, and considering the Tiffi n Allegro has been 
in production for 45 years, it’s clear the motorhome’s respected reputation 
is well earned. And it begins in the construction process: the Allegro has a 
one-piece molded fi berglass roof, tubular aluminum skeleton, fi berglass front 
and rear caps and a tinted one-piece windshield. The 36 LA employs a free-
fl owing fl oorplan with a large rear bathroom and half bath amidships. The living 
area comes standard with a large sofa bed and booth dinette; options include 
an L-shaped sofa and dinette with workstation. An optional electric fi replace is 
a nice touch below the living-area TV, and the half bath is in the ideal location 
for kids and guests. The large rear bath is located off the master bedroom, 
and includes space for an optional washer/dryer combo. The bedroom area is 
equipped with dual nightstands, a TV and cabinet, and a wardrobe with drawers 
below. Appreciated add-ons include a whole-coach water-fi ltration system, LED 
patio and door light, lighted basement storage and a black-tank fl ush system.  

Chassis  Ford F-53
Engine  Triton 6.8L V-10 
Fuel cap  80 gal
GVWR  24,000 lbs
Exterior length  37' 6"
Exterior width  8' 5"
Exterior height with A/C  12' 10"
Wheelbase  252"
Freshwater cap  70 gal
Black-/gray-water cap  50 gal/ 66 gal
LP-gas cap  24 gal
Base MSRP  $164,974

Tiffi n Motorhomes      
256-356-8661, www.tiffi nmotorhomes.com 
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Sign up NOW and save! LIMITED-TIME OFFER expires May 31, 2018! 

Call: 866-725-9409   Click: GoodSamRoadside.com
*Good Sam Club members’ service calls are prioritized.
**Information obtained from AAA of Colorado Plus RV plan at Colorado.aaa.com on 1/15/2018.
***Introductory rate available for new members only. The rate provided includes a $10 Auto-Renewal discount.
1According to TopConsumerReviews.com, available on TopConsumerReviews.com published on 10/30/2017.
†Standard membership does not provide benefits for Motorized RVs. If you wish to receive benefits for your Motorized RV, please purchase Platinum, Platinum+, or Platinum Complete. Motorized RVs are classified as the following RV types: Class A, 
Class B, Class C, Van/Truck/SUV Conversion, Bus Conversion.
Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah, and Virginia; and by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to 
limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure which can be found at www.GoodSamRoadside.com/MBBs. © 2018 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises,
LLC. Unauthorized use of any of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GRA54303 - 0218

FEATURES & BENEFITS AAA**

Unlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service Center YES NO

Member, Spouse, and Dependent Children Covered – FREE YES NO

Owned Towable RV†, Autos, Boat Trailers, and Motorcycles Covered YES NO

Coverage in US, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and US Virgin Islands YES NO

Flat Tire Change and Roadside RV Tire Delivery YES NO
Certified RV technicians on staff and the nation’s largest  
RV-specific dispatch network YES NO

$185 + $81 
per additional driver

FEATURES & BENEFITS AAA**AAA**AAA
Unlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service Center YES NO

$8995***

GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE received a top ranking for 
roadside assistance programs from TopConsumerReviews.com1

FEATURES & BENEFITS

Unlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service CenterUnlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service Center

FEATURES & BENEFITSFEATURES & BENEFITSFEATURES & BENEFITS
TopConsumerReviews.com

RANKED

#1

$129.95

$185 + $81
per additional driver

$8995***95***95
$129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95129.95

AAA**AAA**AAA

GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE received a top ranking for
roadside assistance programs from TopConsumerReviews.com1

TopConsumerReviews.com
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GET MORE FOR YOUR MONEY WITH 
GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
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MAINTENANCE: ALUMINUM WHEELS

By E. Don Smith

Restoring that showroom sparkle to a motorhome’s aluminum wheels

Aluminum wheels offer many 
advantages over steel wheels. 
They are lower in weight, they are 
straighter, they hold air better due to 
being one piece and, of course, they 
have a more attractive appearance. 
Another advantage compared to 
a steel wheel with a beauty liner 
is that the aluminum wheel is 
completely silent as it rolls down 

a motorhome, a wheel comes with a 
duty rating, and the load rating and 
maximum pressure rating of a wheel 
are just as important as the ratings 
of the tires. Usually that information 
is stamped on the wheel; if you are 
not familiar with this data, take a few 
moments to locate these specifications. 
If you are purchasing new wheels, you 
need to know details such as the bolt-
circle dimensions, stud-hole diameter 
and backspacing, etc.

When aluminum wheels are 
new and shiny they look great, but 
like the rest of the components on a 

the road. A steel wheel with a liner 
is subject to rattling when the fit 
between the liner and the wheel is 
not perfect. It is also easier to check 
and adjust the air pressure on a 
one-piece aluminum wheel because 
there isn’t a metal liner with a sharp 
edge that can slice your fingers as 
you reach for the valve stems.

Like many other components on 

Motorhome tires are a popular subject of conversation, but 
what about the wheels on which they ride? While some models do come 
with steel wheels covered by beauty/trim rings, the vast majority of 

motorhomes come from the factory with beautiful aluminum wheels.
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motorhome they need maintenance 
and cleaning. Before attempting to 
clean the wheels, it is important to 
determine if the wheels are coated 
or uncoated. Most wheels installed 
on motorhomes are uncoated, which 
means they need to be cleaned and 
polished to look their best. However, 
there are wheels that come from 
the factory with a coating to protect 
them from oxidation. This clear 
coating is made to be washed only 
with a mild detergent and a sponge. 
Do not use any abrasive cleaners or 
polishes on coated wheels. Wheel 
manufacturers call their coated 
and uncoated wheels by different 

names: for example, Alcoa calls its 
coated wheels Dura-Bright, while the 
AccuRide brand of wheels calls its 
coated rims Accu-Shield. If you can 
fi nd the stamp on the motorhome’s 
wheels with the brand, size, pressure 
and weight ratings, you can simply 
search that name on the internet to 
determine if the wheels are coated 
or not. 

If you can’t fi nd the data stamp 
on the wheels, don’t fear because 
there is an easy way to tell. Using a 
clean white paper towel, take a small 
amount of aluminum wheel polish 
and rub it very lightly on a clean 
wheel for a few seconds. If the towel 

[Above, left] The factory stamping shows the maximum weight, size and infl ation pressure 
limits for this particular wheel. These fi gures should never be exceeded. Installing larger tires 
and/or those with higher load ranges does not mean the rim can be overloaded. When buying 
new tires, ensure they are properly sized for the motorhome’s rims. [Above, right] This wheel 
is stamped AccuRide. According to the manufacturer’s website, it’s an uncoated wheel that’s 
safe for traditional polishing with products made for aluminum wheels.

[Below, left] When it’s time to polish motorhome wheels, a good supply of VIVA-brand paper 
towels comes in handy. They are very soft and mimic the behavior of microfi ber towels, 
without the additional expense. Also pictured are some of the products we used for cleaning 
and polishing uncoated wheels. Make sure to match the product to the task at hand for best 
results. [Below, right] This wheel has buildup, which comes from hard water left standing on 
the surface. The buildup is calcium and other minerals that require a special cleaner, such as 
Zephyr Pro-50 Eliminator, to safely remove. 

coated wheels Dura-Bright, while the 

wheels with the brand, size, pressure 

NEED TO KNOW
A common practice is to install higher 
load range or larger tires on an axle 
due to an overloaded condition. Before 
you decide to pursue this option, there 
are a few things to consider. Each 
tire manufacturer has a load infl ation 
chart for its tires that allows you to 
determine the maximum load each tire 
can carry at each pressure range. In 
addition to the load chart, there is also 
a published acceptable wheel width 
that is suitable for that specifi c tire. 
For example, a popular motorhome 
tire size is 275/80R22.5. One manu-
facturer states that this tire is suitable 
for use on 7.5-inch to 8.25-inch wide 
wheels, and its maximum pressure is 
110 psi. However, if you move up to a 
295/80R22.5 tire, the approved wheel 
width moves up to 8.25 inches to 9 
inches, and the maximum pressure 
rating is 120 psi. This means that if a 
motorhome has 7.5-inch wide wheels, 
they are not suitable for the larger 
295/80R22.5 tire, and the options for 
overcoming an overloaded wheel 
position may be limited to moving up 
to a heavier load range G to H (at least 
in this example). Keep in mind that 
tires with higher load ratings may not 
circumvent axle weight limitations.

Each tire company has its own con-
struction methods and sizes, so look 
carefully at various brands, along with 
their specifi cations, before deciding 
which to purchase. Each manufacturer 
rates its own tires, and even within the 
same size tire these ratings can vary 
among brands, so it is critical that you 
understand this information or consult 
a tire professional at a commercial 
dealer when purchasing tires.

MAINTENANCE: ALUMINUM WHEELS

turns black, then it is an uncoated 
wheel and it is safe to polish 
normally. If it doesn’t turn black, that 
means the wheel is coated and you 
should only use mild soaps and a 
sponge, like those used for cleaning 
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caradorv.com

Hit the road and explore with the  camper van. Experience 
the comfort and ease of driving with the ’s shorter exterior 
length of 17’9” while still o� ering the conveniences of home  
including a fully equipped kitchen and bathroom with shower.  

CarardoRV     CaradoRV     1.844.464.9637      Carado, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card
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the motorhome’s exterior. If using an automotive wheel 
cleaner, make sure it is safe for use on coated wheels; 
such cleaners include Griot’s Garage Wheel Cleaner, or 
Simple Green All Wheel & Tire Cleaner from Camping 
World.

If the wheels are of the uncoated variety, prepare 
for a little more work but, overall, the process is very 
rewarding and will result in wheels that look as if they 
are on a show vehicle. In preparation for polishing 
the wheels, a large number of polishing cloths will be 
needed. Some people prefer microfiber towels, but they 
will likely get ruined during polishing, and that can get 
expensive. Instead, purchase a few rolls of VIVA-brand 
paper towels. Unlike traditional paper towels, these are 
soft and lint-free.

In addition to the paper towels there are a few 
supplies you will need, such as a wheel cleaning 
spray to remove the scale and hard-water deposits, 
aluminum polish, a buffer wheel and a drill (cordless is 
best). After polishing many wheels over the years we’re 
confident that the products presented in this article are 
some of the very best on the market. If you have ever 
attempted a project using inferior products or tools 
you know how difficult that can be; using high-quality 
products will save time and effort, and provide the best 
results. Here’s how it’s done:

MAINTENANCE: ALUMINUM WHEELS

[1] Spray the cool (never hot) 
surface with wheel cleaner and 
allow it to sit a minute or two. 
Then clean with a sponge or 
very soft bristle brush made 
specifically for wheels. [2] If 
scale buildup is present, use 
Pro-50 to remove stubborn 
water deposits. Simply spray on 
and allow it to sit, then wipe with 
a sponge or towel and rinse off. 
[3] A soft wheel brush is great 
for getting into the wheel vent 
slots to clean them. [4] Any soft 
cloth or sponge is suitable for 
cleaning the wheel. If wheels 
are coated, just spray them with 
cleaner and wipe. They should 
not be polished. [5] After the 
wheel is clean and dry, apply 
wheel polish to a paper towel 
and spread a small amount 
on the area to be polished. [6] 
Spread the product out over the 
entire wheel if polishing by hand. 
Continue to rub until the towel 
is covered in black. This step 
is only for uncoated aluminum 
wheels. If a standard aluminum 
polish doesn’t do the job, a 
more aggressive polish, such as 
Griot’s Garage Heavy-Duty Metal 
Polish, can be used. 

1

4
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888-847-7010

The Last LEAK 
You’ll Ever Have. . .
The Last ROOF 
You’ll Ever Need!

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 
Seams or Skylights 

• No Streaking • No Leaks...EVER!

100%
MAINTENANCE FREE

Call for FREE Information Kit 
www.rvroofingsolutions.com

Beautifully finished seamless roof

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 

MAINTENANCE FREE

Before

10 YEARS to get this

Beautifully finished seamless roof

3  DAYS to get this!

After

Booking appointments
May, June, July & Aug.

N. California, Oregon & 
Washington

Franchises Available 
www.RVRoof ingFranchise.com

10 Year Material & Labor 
No Leak Guarantee
Work performed at 
   our location or yours

                                     Financing Available

  

MAINTENANCE: ALUMINUM WHEELS

[7] After rubbing the paper towel around the rim for a few minutes it should look like this. Allow 
the polish to dry to a haze before removing it. [8] The best way to polish a large motorhome wheel 
is with a cordless drill and a foam-polishing tip, like this one from Meguiar’s. It comes with an 
attachment that allows installation on a drill, which makes the polishing step very easy. [9] Use the 
drill and the foam tip to polish the entire wheel. This greatly speeds up the process and tempers a 
lot of the manual work. It is also a good idea to wear gloves to shield skin from the polish and the 
black residue that will form during polishing. [10] Once an area of the wheel has been polished and 
the surface allowed to dry, paper towels or a microfiber towel are used to wipe away excess polish. 
Turn the towel frequently to keep a fresh, clean surface against the wheel. [11] For even more 
brilliance, repeat the process. We found that a microfiber towel is better in the final stages, but of 
course the towel is basically ruined after using it for polishing aluminum. Each wheel should take 
between 10-25 minutes, depending on its initial condition. [12] Polishing the wheels provides great 
satisfaction that the job was done right, and really helps the motorhome’s exterior look good. 
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TRADE UP

Upgrade to a NEW 2018 for the same monthly payment
PLUS receive TOP DOLLAR for your trade!

NEW 2018 THOR MOTOR COACH
FREEDOM TRAVELER A30
NOW ONLY
$528/MO.̂  OR $88,995*
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MAINTENANCE: WATER PUMP

By Bill Gehr

Regular maintenance is often 
overlooked, following the axiom 
“out of sight, out of mind.” But an 
annual maintenance check, and 
making corrections when needed, 
will ensure the ol’ pump will keep 
the water system fl owing. While 
maintenance procedures often seem 
ominous, keeping tabs on a demand 
water pump is rather simple, and 

an attached fi lter to keep debris 
in the water tank from getting into 
the internal valves of the pump. 
The majority of these fi lters can be 
removed and separated in order to 
clean the screen. If you do not have 
a fi lter, purchase the appropriate 
model fi lter to fi t your motorhome’s 
water pump. Inline fi lters are also 
available, if there is no room to 
fi t the appropriate fi lter assembly 
directly on the pump.

Sanitizing the freshwater 
system, including the water pump, 
is one of the most commonly 
overlooked maintenance items. 
Some motorhomes sit for long 

can be achieved by most Saturday 
mechanics. Following are a some 
guidelines and tips for proper main-
tenance and inspection.

Annual Inspection
It’s important to remove and clean 
the fi lter on the intake side of the 
water pump. Most water pumps 
arrive from the manufacturer with 

Water pumps are found in every self-contained motorhome,
and although they are designed to provide freedom from hookups, 
many people use them infrequently because they stay in full-

hookup RV parks. But the fact remains that a demand water pump is integral 
to self-containment, and even if it is only used while on the road, maintenance 
is required to ensure it will work properly when called into action.

Maintenance duties for a demand pump are simple to do, and pay off 
with trouble-free operation and independence from city-water hookups

KEEP THE 
WATER 
FLOWING

[1] RV manufacturers used the SHURfl o 2088 Series water pump extensively. [2] A latching relay may be necessary when a higher-fl ow pump is 
installed and factory wiring is not adequate for the load. These devices are available in several different models with varying amperage ratings. 
[3] Accumulator tanks work well for controlling short cycling; they come in several models and sizes, and are easy to mount and hookup to the 
pump. [4] Replacement head assemblies come complete with machine screws and wire connectors. [5] Diaphragm kits, which are relatively 
inexpensive, can be used to repair a pump with low, or a complete lack of, water pressure.

1 2 3 4 5
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periods of time allowing algae to 
accumulate in the water system; a 
buildup of algae in the water pump 
can damage the internal valves. 
Household bleach is commonly 
used for disinfecting water systems; 
however, a better solution is to use 
Purogene, which does not leave an 
aftertaste that lingers if the bleach 
is not flushed properly. Purogene is 
available at www.rvwaterfilterstore.
com. Follow the manufacturer’s 
specified method for sanitizing the 
freshwater system.

Winterizing
Be sure to use a nontoxic antifreeze 
specifically designed for RV water 
systems; these will be safe for water 
pumps. There are service technicians 
who will winterize the motorhome 
using compressed air. The drawback 
to this method is the possibility of 
leaving a small amount of water in 
the pump that can freeze and result 
in a damaged valve assembly.

Troubleshooting
Even a simple diagnosis can save 
a weekend camping trip, so when 

the water isn’t flowing up to snuff 
always start by looking for a loose 
hose clamp or a kink in a hose. 
These simple checks might seem 
elementary, but they can help sort 
out the obvious first. Once they have 
been performed, it’s time to move on 
to more involved diagnoses. Listed 
below are some of the more common 
issues that you can expect to run into 
from time to time, and how to solve 
them before calling for expert advice. 

The water pump runs, but doesn’t 
supply pressure to the system.
Be sure that there is ample water in 
the freshwater tank. After locating 
the water pump (for the above- 
mentioned check on the connec-
tions and hoses), make sure that 
the intake filter assembly is free of 
debris, which can restrict water flow. 
Confirm that any bypass valves used 
for winterizing have been returned 
to the normal position. When these 
valves are in a bypass position, water 
pumps may be unable to pull water 
from the storage tank.

Check battery voltage. Even 
though the motorhome may be 

[6] Replacement head assemblies are fitted with the positive wire to ensure that the electrical 
connections won’t fail. [7, 8] The motor shaft and the replacement head are D-shaped to ensure 
that the motor always has a positive drive when spinning at high rpm. [9] Using a cordless drill/
driver can facilitate disassembling a water pump, but should not be used when reassembling, 
in order to avoid over torquing the screws.

[10, 11] After removing the cap to the pressure switch, it’s important that all debris and water 
deposits are cleaned out before reassembly. [12] A new valve assembly will solve this water 
pump’s contamination issues. It doesn’t take a lot of debris to stop the pumping process. 
[13-15] During the disassembly of this water pump it became obvious why the water pump 
struggled to pressurize the system.

MAINTENANCE: WATER PUMP

plugged into shorepower, it’s not 
uncommon for problems to arise 
that may prevent the batteries from 
charging. Look for corrosion on the 
battery terminals that can contribute 
to diminishing voltage to the water 
pump, especially when there’s a long 
run of lighter-gauge wire between the 
batteries, the switch and the water 
pump. Minimum voltage should be 
roughly 11 volts DC at the pump, but 
voltage that low usually indicates a 
problem with the charging system or 
battery integrity.

Confirm that the water heater is 
filled, especially after winterization; 
this check is often overlooked when 
trying to pressurize the system with 
the water pump. After winteriza-
tion, and before leaving home, attach 
a hose to the city water inlet and 
pressurize the system. It’s best to 
flush the water system of any residual 
antifreeze.

The freshwater tank fills and 
overflows when hooked to city 
water.
Most water pumps have a built-in 
check valve to prevent city water 
from entering the freshwater tank 
unless the valves are directed to do 
so. It’s not uncommon for the check 
valves to fail, as they are especially 
vulnerable to excess water pressure. 
Be sure to use an appropriate 
water pressure regulator, with no 
more than 50 psi measured at the 
city-water faucet. Certain model 
water pumps have replacement 
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check valves available, and there are a number of after-
market inline check valves that can be installed, as well.

The water pump won’t shut off.
It’s possible that air bubbles have formed in the water- 
delivery system. Check the intake hose and fittings from 
the water tank to the pump. Search for loose hose clamps, 
a kink in a hose to the pump, or a filter screen that’s 
partially clogged and restricting inadequate water supply 
or bubbles (which almost always come from the intake side 
of the pump). Check that the water filter is tightly screwed 
to the pump housing, as the plastic threads on both the 
filter and pump can be damaged by over-tightening or 
being cross-threaded at the factory (an all-too-common 
occurrence). Damaged threads will allow air bubbles in 
that don’t permit the pump to build outlet pressure and 
shut off. Special thread sealant may be required to repair 
damaged threads. 

You hear the water pump cycling intermittently when not 
using the system. 
Check for the obvious problems, such as a dripping faucet. 
Do not overlook the toilet, as the valve here can become 
defective and slowly fill the bowl over a period of time, 
causing intermittent cycling of the pump. Be sure that 
the water heater is full and that the air gap at the top of 
the tank is correct. Restoring the air gap can be accom-
plished simply by draining the hot-water tank, closing the 
drain valve and running the hot-water faucets (start with 
the faucet farthest from the hot-water tank first) until the 
sputtering is gone. It is not uncommon for the pressure to 
bleed from the intake to the discharge side of the pump 
through the internal valves, which would also cause inter-
mittent cycling; it’s also possible that there’s a leak in the 
lines or fittings.

The pump runs, but will not prime.
Check for air leaks on the intake side between the water 
tank and the pump; make sure the O-ring in the filter 
strainer is not cracked or missing. Check hose clamps 
for integrity and, lastly, determine if the internal valve 
assembly is defective. 

MAINTENANCE: WATER PUMP

Basic Repairs
Basic repairs can be accomplished with a little knowledge 
and minimal tools. Two of the more common water pumps 
found in motorhomes are the SHURflo 2088 Series and the 
newer replacement model, 4008 Series. Below are some 
simple troubleshooting tips that apply to these pumps; the 
steps usually apply to other pumps used in motorhomes. 
Performing these tests just might save you a trip to the RV 
repair center. 

4If the water pump does not run, start the troubleshooting 
process by checking the fuse, typically marked in the fuse 
block. Using a multimeter or a simple 12-volt-DC test light, 
check for power on both sides of the fuse. Next, move to the 
water pump and test for voltage across the negative wire 
and the red positive wire leading to the pressure switch. If 
there is power to the positive side, check for power on the 

[16, 17] It’s critical to keep the seal between the head and the motor 
assembly in its proper place when updating the pump with a new 
head. [18] The valve assembly and the diaphragm kit must be installed 
correctly to ensure proper function. [19] Seating the valve and 
diaphragm into place can be a little tricky; it’s best to work one edge into 
place at a time, and to do so very carefully.

[20] Double-check the valve and diaphragm assemblies for proper seating before reinstalling the head. [21, 22] Always use the proper screwdriver 
and tip to prevent over-torquing the screws during installation of plastic parts. [23] The 4008 Series SHURflo Revolution water pump is a direct re-
placement for the older 2088 Series, updating the system in an older motorhome.

23
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Living the Dream 

Sleep Better While 
Living the Dream 

Sleep Better While 

Whether it’s enjoying the open road or a day of sightseeing, feeling well-rested is 

important to your life on the road. Experience a bed that adjusts to both of you, 

wherever your RV travels take you. 

FITS YOUR LIFESTYLE

   CONTOURS TO YOU for more proper spinal alignment

 ADJUSTS ON BOTH SIDES so it’s perfect for couples

   CLINICALLY PROVEN to improve sleep quality*

    LASTS TWICE AS LONG as an innerspring mattress

   ENERGY-EFFICIENT 10-volt operation

   LIGHTER ON THE ROAD to keep within weight limits

   EASY TO ASSEMBLE and maneuver in smaller spaces

r5
Comfortaire® r5 bed by Sleep Number. The perfect 
balance of softness and pressure relief. Zoned 
comfort layer provides contouring support for restful, 
restorative sleep. Designed for your RV.

Bed dimensions are approximate.  *For a summary of clinical studies, visit sleepnumber.com. Find the technology tested in the clinical 
studies in Sleep Number c2, p5, and i8 mattresses. SLEEP NUMBER, SELECT COMFORT, SLEEPIQ, COMFORTAIRE and the Double 
Arrow Design are registered trademarks of Sleep Number Corporation. © 2018 Sleep Number Corporation

LEAVE THIS AREA CLEAR FOR CAMPING WORLD MESSAGING BAR; LEAVE THIS AREA CLEAR FOR CAMPING WORLD MESSAGING BAR; 

AVAILABLE IN 7 SIZES

  Short Queen/Radius Short Queen 60" x 75"
  Queen/Radius Queen 60" x 80"
  King/Radius King 72" x 80"
  Eastern King 76" x 80"

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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[24, 25] A simple 12-volt DC test light, available at most auto parts stores, can be invaluable 
when tracking down possible power problems at the water pump. [26, 27] Care must be taken 
when removing the cap for the pressure switch assembly because the sequence of the spring 
position may get away from you unexpectedly. [28, 29] The position of the diaphragm in the 
pressure switch kit is critical; if the wrong side is up, it won’t function. Take a picture of the 
position before replacing rather than relying on memory.

[30] When rebuilding the pressure switch assembly, it’s important to keep track of where the 
spring and the seals need to be installed so they are in the proper order. [31-33] A small, curved 
pair of needle-nose pliers will make it much easier when removing and replacing the check 
valve parts. [34] Be sure that the spring is seated properly and the lower check valve seal is 
in place before assembling the remaining parts. If the spring is not seated properly, the check 
valve will be ineffective. [35] This is the most basic configuration of an accumulator tank and the 
water pump. However, the tank can be installed anywhere in the system with the same results.

other side of the pressure switch. 
If there are 12 volts DC present on 
both wires, the motor is defective, 
provided there is an adequate ground. 
At this point, it’s more cost-effective 
to replace the water pump. If power 
is only present on one side of the 
pressure switch, it will need to be 
replaced. 
4There may be slight differences 
between models, but in many 
cases, the pressure switch and the 
diaphragm can be removed by taking 
out two screws. 
4If the pump runs but does not 
pressurize the water, remove the hose 
and strainer from the intake side of 
the water pump. Run the pump and 
put your thumb over the intake fitting 
and check for suction. If suction is 
present, the problem will typically be 
between the pump and the tank. If 
there is no suction, replace the head 
assembly or the valve assembly, both 
of which are available at Camping 
World, through www.amazon.com or 
at many RV dealers.
4Replacing the head on a water 
pump is quite simple. The 4008 Series 
has six bolts, and the 2088 Series 
head is held in place by three bolts 
that protrude into the body of the 
motor assembly. Most motorhome 
demand water pumps have similar 
features. Remove the screws and 
carefully pry the head assembly away 

from the motor assembly. The motor 
shaft has a flat side, which is lined up 
with the corresponding flat side in the 
head assembly.
4Pump problems can also be traced 
to low battery voltage when running 
under a load. Start by checking for 
proper voltage at the fuse. It can be 
no lower than 11 volts DC, under 
load, at the fuse. If the voltage is not 
adequate at the water pump (lower 
than at the fuse), install a water-pump 
latching relay designed specifically 
for water pumps. The latching relay 
utilizes a dedicated power source 
(larger-gauge wire) and the original 
wire to trip the relay internally. It is 
not uncommon for manufacturers 

to run inadequate-gauge wire over 
a long length, resulting in a voltage 
drop. Installing a latching relay will 
usually be necessary when installing a 
high-flow water pump.
4If the water pump runs intermit-
tently, check for voltage on both 
sides of the pressure switch. If the 
voltage cuts out between the two 
red pressure switch wires, replace 
the pressure switch assembly. If the 
voltage fluctuates at the pressure 
switch, the problem can be traced to 
the fuse or the battery. If the motor 
has continuous power but continues 
to be intermittent, replace the pump.
4A common issue is a hammering 
sound when the pump is running. In 
many cases, this annoying trait can 
be traced to water lines that are too 
close to each other and are affected 
by the pulsing of water pressure from 
the pump. To fix, insulate the pipes 
with foam (normally used for water 
pipes and available at home centers) 
and tie them together to prevent the 
hammering noise. This is also good 
for insulating exposed pipes in cold 
weather. When the pump pulsates, 
the lines vibrate and, if they’re 
close enough to a wall, the sound 
can reverberate through the entire 
motorhome. 
4PEX (hard water lines) connected 
directly to the pump can also cause 
the hammering noise. Flexible hoses 
(usually 18 inches 
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BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE!
Coach House motorhomes are sold direct from the 

factory — there is no middleman. The “Coach House 
Buying Experience” includes: personal attention from 
courteous employees; a generous trade-in allowance 

for your current RV; on-the-spot financing (for qualified 
buyers); and instruction in how to operate your new RV.

VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT 
See for yourself what makes a Coach House motor-
home so special. Visit our factory at I-75 exit 195 near 
Venice, Fla., where a knowledgeable salesperson can 
show you the latest Coach House models on display in 
our showroom. The showroom is open from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday–Friday or by appointment.

COACH HOUSE, INC. · 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE · NOKOMIS, FL 34275 (941) 485-0984 
TOLL-FREE AT 1-800-235-0984 · ONLINE AT CoachHouseRV.com

Since 1985, the Gerzeny family 
has been setting the pace in the 
downsized motorhome market, 

manufacturing luxury Coach House 
recreational vehicles at their family-run 
factory in Venice, Fla.

Fuel-efficient Coach House RVs, 
ranging from 23 feet to 27 feet, are 
available on either the Ford E-450 or 
Mercedes Sprinter chassis in a wide 
array of floor plans to fit your lifestyle.

At Coach House, our mission is 
simple: to build the best RVs in the 
industry. At the root of our quality is a 
patented one-piece shell, unique in the 
RV industry, that is less likely to leak, 
squeak or rattle over time.

Beyond the unique one-piece shell, 
here are some of the other factors that 

make the downsized Platinum and 
Platinum II your best motorhome value:
•  More standard features than any other 

motorhome in their class.
•  Decorator interiors with solid-surface 

countertops, hand-crafted cabinets, 
brand-name appliances, LED lighting 
throughout, HDTV, and more.

•  Choice of chassis: Ford E-450 (gas) or 
Mercedes Sprinter (diesel). 

•  Warranty service available nationwide 
for your peace of mind.

•  High ratings for ride and safety.
•  Coming soon — the new Platinum III, 

built on a diesel Ford Transit chassis.

What makes the Coach House Platinum 
unique? It starts with our patented 
one-piece hand-laid molded fiberglass 
body, specifically designed for either 
the Mercedes or Ford chassis. The shell 
is reinforced with carbon fiber and the 
interior is lined with insulation (R-18). 
The result? “The quietest motorhome 
I’ve ever driven,” according to FMCA’s 
The RV Doctor.

Meet the Family
Luxury downsized motorhomes,  
direct from our family to yours.

Mercedes
Class B

Mercedes
Class B+

Ford
Class B+
Ford Mercedes Mercedes
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RVibrake by Danko Mfg., Circle 108 on Reader Service Card

82 DANKO-RVI BRAKE.indd   2/19/18   3:37 PM   - 82 -    (Cyan)82 DANKO-RVI BRAKE.indd   2/19/18   3:37 PM   - 82 -    (Magenta)82 DANKO-RVI BRAKE.indd   2/19/18   3:37 PM   - 82 -    (Yellow)82 DANKO-RVI BRAKE.indd   2/19/18   3:37 PM   - 82 -    (BlacK)



Ph
ot

os
: E

d 
Bo

ld
uc

By Ed Bolduc

Upgrading to MCD Innovations window shades enhances 
privacy and improves climate-control efficiency

In the world of RV roller shades, 
perhaps no brand is more recogniz-
able than MCD Innovations. Founded 
in 2003, MCD produces roller shades 
that are used by many motorhome 
manufacturers, and are available in 
manual and motorized formats. The 
manual shades use a speed reducer 
to slow the shades while retracting 
quietly. An auto-stop mechanism 
limits how high the shade will 
retract so it can be accessed easily 
at the bottom of the valance. MCD’s 
motorized shades contain a 12-volt DC 
motor located inside the shade’s roller 

operated manually or with a motor, 
or one shade can function manually, 
while the other is motorized.

If your window coverings are 
worn, broken or just plain unsightly, 
MCD can custom build roller shades 
to fit. The first step is to determine 
whether you will self-install the 
shades or have them profession-
ally hung at MCD’s manufacturing 
facility in McKinney, Texas, or by one 
of its certified dealers. The McKinney 
facility has 12 RV spaces with 
electrical hookups where customers 
can park overnight while their 
shades are updated. Upon arrival, 
technicians take all the necessary 
measurements and quote a price. 
The shades are custom-built and 
installed — the entire process usually 
takes about five days to complete.  

tube that’s controlled by a switch or 
a remote control. The tubular motors 
are quiet, and the upper and lower 
stop limits are programmable. 

MCD’s American Solo Shades are 
a single-shade unit using Clearview 
Solar Screen (day) or a 100 percent 
light-blocking (night) material. The day 
shade is a finely woven black mesh 
fabric that provides UV protection 
and reduces solar heat transfer. 
Night shades are available in several 
colors of vinyl or decorator fabrics. 
American Duo Shades have a day and 
night shade in one unit; both can be 

Over the years, motorhome window coverings have come in a 
variety of choices: curtains, Venetian blinds, pleated shades and 
Roman shades. In the past few years, roller shades have gained wide 

acceptance as the window covering of choice in motorhomes for their ease of 
operation, reliability and visual appeal.

[1] The length of the shade 
assembly determines the 
number of mounting clips 
needed. [2] Shade assemblies 
are easily removed by prying 
off the mounting clip tab with 
a flat-tip screwdriver. [3] The 
learning keys are metallic, with 
a black button, or covered with 
red or clear plastic.1 2 3

INSTALLATION: MCD WINDOW SHADES
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Installing roller shades in the living area isn’t 
difficult for someone who’s handy. However, due to the 
complexity of windshield shades, MCD recommends 
having them installed by trained technicians. Owners 
who want to self-install a windshield shade should call 
MCD’s technicians and discuss what’s involved. Careful 
measurements will need to be taken before placing an 
order. MCD’s order form, found on its website, provides 
detailed measuring instructions. 

Installation begins by removing the valances, 
the existing shades and the mounting brackets. The 
mounting clips can then be installed, either to the top 
of the valance, the bottom of a cabinet or to the ceiling 
at a distance of about 3⁄8-inch from the window frame. 
Be sure to mount the outermost clips no more than 2 
inches from the end of the shade. Verify that the shade 
will not hit any obstructions when operated. 

If the shades are motorized, a 12-volt DC power 
source must be added. The shade motors will require 
power and ground wires, and can be controlled by 
adding a generic switch or with a dedicated MCD 
remote control. If you’re not experienced with wiring, 
it’s best to have it done by a trained technician. 

The shade is attached to the clips by inserting the 
edge of the mounting rail closest to the window into the 
clip first, and rotating the shade assembly upward until 

INSTALLATION: MCD WINDOW SHADES

the front edge of the mounting rail locks into place. Reattach 
the valance and the installation is complete. Motorized 
shades will need to be programmed. 

Programming the shades isn’t difficult. MCD provides 
excellent instructions in the owner’s manual or on its 
website in the Technical Information area. The shades can 
be programmed to individual channels for single shade 
operation or multiple shades can be programmed to the same 
channel allowing them to be raised and lowered at the same 
time by pushing one button. The 14- and 15-channel remotes 
include “all day” and “all night” buttons that raise and lower 
the respective shades at the same time. The two-channel 
remotes can also control multiple shades on each channel.

Motorized shades in the cockpit area contain a safety 
feature that limits the shades from being lowered too far 
when the motorhome’s ignition is on, preventing the shades 

[4] Cable ties are often used to keep the Learning Keys from 
hanging below the valance. [5] Clearview Solar Screen fabric 
day shades can easily be seen through from the interior yet still 
provide privacy. [6] Sway shades offer full coverage of raked 
cockpit windows.

[7] Wiring for powered shades can be tucked inside the valance.

4

5

6

7
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from blocking the driver’s vision. 
These dual-range motors need to be 
programmed once with the ignition on 
and then with it off. The lower limit for 
“ignition on” should be set above the 
driver’s eye level so the shade can be 
used as a sun visor while driving.  

Whether new MCD shades were 
just added or they were installed at the 
factory, maintenance and repairs are 
not difficult. The AutoStop mechanism 
and spring tension on American Series 
manual shades made since July 2009 
can be easily adjusted. Depending on 
the model, adjustments are made by 
rotating a dial at the end of the roller 
tube or by pushing in and turning 
an adjustment slot with a flat blade 
screwdriver. The adjustment slots are 
located at each end of the shade, and 
the shade may need to be removed 
before adjusting. Spring tension 
adjusters can be either a black slot or 
dial. AutoStop adjusters incorporate a 
white or gray slot or a black dial with 
small white marks.

MCD manual shades come with 
the AutoStop and spring tension 
properly set. Shades with dial 
adjusters may need to be reset over 
time. All new American Roller Shades 
are fitted with slotted provisions that 
should not need readjustment.  

Although failures are uncommon, 
a spring assembly or AutoStop 
mechanism can be replaced by 
removing the shade and pulling the 
shade material down slightly to lock it 
in place. After the bracket setscrew is 
loosened and the bracket can be slid 
out of the mounting track, the faulty 
mechanism can be removed from 
the roller tube using a pair of pliers, 
if necessary. The slots in the new 
component are aligned with the keys 
in the tube and then slid in. All that’s 

left to do is to reinstall the bracket and 
shade to complete the repair.

Replacing a motor in a powered 
shade also only takes a few minutes. 
But in this case, the setscrew on the 
bracket is loosened but not pulled 
out of the mounting track. Once the 
two screws that hold the motor to the 
bracket are removed, the bracket is 
pulled slightly out of the mounting 
track, providing enough room to 
remove the motor from the bracket. 
Installation is the opposite of removal. 

It’s important to order the correct 
motor if the shade is remote-con-
trolled. The red-bodied motors will 
only communicate with the older 
2-channel and 14-channel remotes. 
The new 2-channel and 15-channel 
remotes require a white-bodied motor. 

MCD also manufactures specialty 
shades for the screen door and cockpit 
windows. The screen door pull-up 
shade comes with a Clearview solar 
screen, or a light-blocking night shade, 
and mounts to the interior of the door 
at the bottom of the window. These 
shades are available only in manual 
operation and come in several styles to 
cover most window shapes. 

Sway shades are a specially 
designed manual or motorized shade 
for windows that are wider on the 
bottom than the top. A conventional 
shade that pulls straight down would 
leave the bottom forward corner of the 

window uncovered. The Sway shade 
fabric moves forward as it is lowered. 
The forward edge of the shade is cut 
at an angle to match the window. The 
result is complete coverage and privacy. 

To remove dust from Clearview 
day shades, vacuum using a soft brush 
attachment. Stains and stubborn dust 
can be removed with water and a soft 
bristled brush or sponge. Hard-to-
remove spots might require the use of 
a mild soap solution. Vinyl night shades 
should be cleaned with a microfiber 
cloth or color-free paper towel and 
water. Mildly soiled fabric night shades 
should be cleaned with a wet sponge. 
MCD recommends Woolite Pet Stain 
& Odor Remover + Oxygen to remove 
tough stains, followed by Scotchgard 
upholstery spray after cleaning. Be 
sure to let the shades thoroughly dry 
before rolling them up.

The MSRP for American Roller 

[8] An Allen wrench is used to loosen the bracket setscrew. [9] The brackets slide off the 
mounting track. Two screws hold the motors to the bracket. [10] A white-bodied motor is standard 
in new American Roller Shades, and features low-voltage protection that eliminates the chance of 
losing its programming.

[11] The new 15-channel remote (left) is 
smaller than the 14-channel unit (right) and 
has an LCD display. [12] The faceplate of the 
remote is removed to change the batteries. 12

1098

11
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INSTALLATION: MCD WINDOW SHADES

MCD Innovations 
800-804-1757, www.mcdinnovations.com

Source

Shades varies by length and whether 
the shades are motorized or manual. 
American Duo manual shade 
assemblies vary in price from $150 
to $370, while American Solo manual 
shade assemblies are $75 to $185. 
Motorized shades controlled by a 
switch add $115 per shade to the 
manual price, while remote-con-
trolled shades add $165 per shade. 
A 15-channel remote is $165 and a 
2-channel remote is $35. Screen door 
shades sell for $90. American Duo 
windshield shades, up to 98 inches 
wide with a maximum drop of 65 
inches, have a price of $795, while the 
American Solos retail for $395.

Although upgrading isn’t inexpen-
sive, MCD American Roller Shades 
offer reliability, increased privacy, 
heat reduction and ease of mainte-
nance, which all adds up to make a 
strong case for this type of interior 
improvement. 

[13] Programming buttons and batteries can 
be found by removing the front cover on the 
remote. [14] The manual shade adjustments 
are in the center of the brackets. The gray 
color shows this is the AutoStop adjustment. 
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*April 16 through May 6, 2018 Only! Call Camping World at 1.877.793.4801 to activate your DISH programming!

DISH Wally® HD Satellite Receiver #87758 Club SALE $79.99  FREE with purchase 
of any DISH-compatible satellite antenna at Camping World!* Reg. $89.99

USER-FRIENDLY FEATURES!

Great TV on the Road—
Whenever & Wherever

You Want!

•  Works with any DISH® satellite
antenna to bring you Pay-As-You-Go
Programming

• Radio frequency remote can be used
inside or outside the RV, through the
wall up to 200 ft. away

• Locate your missing remote with the
remote finder

• Easy access to your favorite apps
and streaming content like Netflix
(requires streaming membership
and Wi-Fi Adapter)

•  Additional Wally™ accessories
available including: Bluetooth adapter
and headphones, Wi-Fi adapter and
additional remotes

With DISH® Pay As You Go 
programming**:

•  Pay only for the months you use
•  Compatible with all DISH-specifi c

antennas and most mobile satellite
antennas

•  Only DISH lets you watch your favorite
shows in HD

•  No charge to start or stop monthly
service

•  Programming for as little as $34.99
per month!

Enjoy DISH® Pay As You Go Programming 
with the Wally Receiver!

 **Important Terms and Conditions: All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. 

 Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment 
upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualifi ed former customers. Offers 
subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

Small footprint is perfect 
for RV living!

DISH Network received the highest numerical score for customer serice and second highest score for overall customer satisfaction among national TV providers in the J.D. Power 2017 U.S. 
Television Service Provider Satisfaction Study, based on 18,685 total responses, measuring the experiences and perceptions of customers with their TV service provider, surveyed November 
2016-July 2017. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com.

Enjoy DISH® Pay As You Go Programming 

Small footprint is perfect 

FREE
Wally® with 

DISH-compatible 
satellite antenna 

purchase!*

Dish Network, Circle 111 on Reader Service Card
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A FORMER TEACHER AND A CORRECTIONAL OFFICER FIND 
TRUE JOY IN RETIREMENT WITH THEIR 1990 NEWELL COACH

Laura Jenkins can remember 
the exact moment she decided to 
retire and buy a motorhome.
It was snowing and sleeting, and 

the math teacher’s northern Virginia 
school district had elected to open on 
time. She was inching along in treach-
erous conditions when she lost control 
of her car and skidded off the highway.

“I thought, ‘That’s it. I’m tired of 
this,’” Laura says. “I went home and 

told my husband, Ted, it was time to 
make a plan.”

That was more than three years 
ago and a thousand miles from where 
we are sitting, nestled between palm 
trees in Florida’s Fort De Soto Park 
and admiring the Jenkinses’ classic 
1990 Newell motorhome. Laura’s 
plan included taking early retirement, 
selling the couple’s suburban house 
and splitting their time between 

This article is one in our continuing series looking at motorhomes that have stood the test of time 
and can still make dreams come true. Each has earned the right to be called “the classic ride.”

their Smith Mountain Lake, Virginia, 
vacation home and warmer climates in 
a yet-to-be-purchased RV. Ted wasn’t 
so sure. He loved his job as a cor-
rectional offi cer, and he wasn’t quite 
sold on the concept of retirement, but 
Laura’s perseverance won out. Nine 
months later, they purchased their fi rst 
motorhome.

Choosing the right motorhome to 
be used as a second home is a very 

Above: Ted and Laura Jenkins enjoy the relaxed 
pace of the RV lifestyle with their two canine 
traveling companions.

LIFE LESSONS
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Above: The white upholstery, cabinetry and window treatments create a bright, modern interior. 
Flooring in the Newell was updated with elegant custom granite tile fl ooring in the galley, 
hallway and bathroom. Solid-surface countertops and updated hardware enhance the look.

Newells like this one prove that quality workmanship stands the test of time.

RIDING HIGH 
Support is important in any used motorhome purchase, and Newell has one of the best repu-
tations for customer service in the industry. This is one reason that used Newells are in high 
demand. You won’t fi nd pricing guides on NADA, but a search of the current market shows that 
classics like this 1990 in good condition are rare and average between $50,000-$65,000. Late 
1990s models are more common and start in the low $100,000s. 

personal decision. For the Jenkinses, 
safety and durability were at the top of 
their list, leading them to look at older 
bus-style motorhomes by manufac-
turers like Blue Bird, Prevost and 
Newell. All three produced custom 
diesel pushers with heavy-duty steel 
and aluminum construction, air-ride 
suspensions and a reputation for 
quality. They soon found that even 
a used Prevost was more than they 
wanted to budget, and that Blue 
Birds were becoming popular with 
collectors, making them hard to fi nd. 

They concentrated their efforts 
on locating a used Newell in good 
condition, and after six months of 
online research and hours spent on 
the Newell Gurus website (www.
newellgurus.com), they found a listing 
for a 38-foot coach in Oklahoma that 
seemed to fi t their needs. They drove 
out to take a look and were impressed 
with the unit’s overall condition, inside 
and out. And despite the fact that the 
coach had been through four owners, 
it came with complete service records 
and manuals — three binders full.

“We have paperwork on everything 
that has ever been done,” Ted says. “If 
they got a new light bulb, it’s in there.” 

They were also thrilled to fi nd 
that one of the previous owners was 
actually Tom McCloud, the founder of 
the Newell Gurus website. McCloud 
and his wife had completed an interior 
renovation years before, which was now 
one of the coach’s main selling points. 
Despite being 25 years old, the living 
quarters of the 1990 Newell looked 
showroom new. The white cabinetry 
and ultraleather upholstery gave the 
motorhome 21st century appeal, ac-
centuated by new carpet, window 
treatments, and beautiful custom 
granite tile fl ooring in the galley, 
hallway and bathroom. Solid-surface 
countertops and new plumbing and 
light fi xtures enhanced the updated 
look. Appliances included a residential 
apartment-sized Whirlpool refrigerator, 
two-burner gas stove and microwave 
convection oven, all in excellent 
condition. And, of course, there was 
the shower — roomy, with a stainless 
fl oor and glass door, it is one of Laura’s 
favorite amenities.

The exterior of the coach had been 

well-maintained, and the couple liked 
the maroon-and-silver full-body paint 
scheme. They were also impressed 
with the ample basement storage. 
While the Newell had high miles — 
with an odometer reading of 169,000 
— it is pushed by a Detroit Diesel 
Silver 8V92, an engine known for its 
power and longevity. In fact, there 
were just a few negatives; the coach 
needed a new air conditioner and 
generator, and the tires were due 
for replacement. Still, with a $32,000 
price tag, the decision to buy was an 
easy one. The harder part, according 
to Ted, was learning to drive the coach 
on the way home to Virginia.

“I almost took it off a cliff,” he says 
ruefully.

It turns out that quirky handling 
wasn’t a result of Ted’s inexperi-
ence but of an error in repairs done 
on the unit’s air-suspension system. 
It’s something they might not have 
discovered if they hadn’t decided 
about two years into their ownership 
to take the motorhome back to Newell 
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aging rooftop air conditioning units 
and an exhaust fan. Along with new 
tires, these have been the couple’s 
main expenses in owning their Newell 
thus far — a cost far less than the 
asking price of many of the newer 
Class A motorhomes they saw when 
they first began their search. 

While they do occasionally go 
to RV shows and look longingly at 
“out-of-the-box” buses with multiple 
slideouts, they have found their Newell 
has just the right amount of space 
for the two of them and their two 
canine traveling companions. In fact, 
their coach doubles as an office and 
classroom — Laura has continued 
to teach virtual math courses while 
traveling, and she is even pursuing an 
online M.B.A. — all without the risk of 
an icy commute.

Wherever we go, we meet people 
who dream of climbing behind 
the wheel and taking off for parts 
unknown. For those who are still 
undecided about making the leap, Ted 
says the answer is quite simple.

“Life is short — let’s travel.”
Finding high-quality used 

motorhomes, like this 38-foot Newell, 
makes the RV lifestyle attainable to 
just about everyone, and that’s one 
more reason that this 28-year-young 
coach is a true classic ride. 

Coach for a complete checkup. The 
couple determined that, given the age 
of their coach, they needed the advice 
of experts to insure optimal perfor-
mance and longevity. 

“We asked them to go through it 
top to bottom, and fix anything they 
found,” Ted explains.

Thanks to the manufacturer’s 
knowledgeable service professionals, 
what they found was that the coach 
was riding 6 inches too high. The 
staff resolved the issue, and now the 
motorhome is “A pleasure to drive — 
like a race car.” Some buyers of used 
motorhomes might shy away from 
presenting their RV to a service center 
with a blank check, but Laura and Ted 
are quick to point out that the extensive 
and detailed maintenance done by 
Newell, which cost about $8,000, has 
provided true peace of mind.

“It was worth every penny,” Laura 
says. “We only wish we had done it 
from the start.”

In addition to the cost of factory 
maintenance, the Jenkinses have 
made some modifications of their 
own. The first was installation of a 
new Power Tech Ultimate II 12-kW 
AC generator, which provides enough 
power to run all of their systems, 
if necessary. More recently, they 
replaced one of the motorhome’s 

Above, from left: The curved vanity and mirrored cabinets help open up space in the bathroom. 
The roomy shower — with its unique stainless-steel basin and glass door — quickly became one 
of Laura’s favorite amenities in the Newell. 
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Bright or
Soft Color 

Tones

Dimmable
Bulbs

Full 5 Year 
Warranty

50,000
Hour Life

Up to 90% 
Energy 
Savings

High Quality LED Lighting At A� ordable Prices
The new standard in RV lighting – 

Exclusively at Camping World Stores

Safe, e� ective and energy-e�  cient LED Lighting Products featuring:Interior 
Fixtures

Replacement 
Bulbs

Exterior 
Fixtures

Photo courtesy of “Go RVing” Recreational Vehicle Industry Association

Photo courtesy of “Go RVing” Recreational Vehicle Industry Association
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CampingWorld.com/shop  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T :  G O O D  S A M  C L U B S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T :  G O O D  S A M  C L U B

M E M B E R  N E W S  |  B E N E F I T S  |  E V E N T S  |  PA R K S  |  S A V I N G S

SAVE THE DATES Camping World SuperCenters are hosting Good Sam Double Discount Days from 
April 26 through 29. Members can stock up, doubling the standard Good Sam Club discount on hundreds of items. 
Members also receive a free gift when they spend $50 or more, while supplies last. www.campingworld.com/stores


April 26 through 29. Members can stock up, doubling the standard Good Sam Club discount on hundreds of items. 
Members also receive a free gift when they spend $50 or more, while supplies last. 
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GOOD SAM CLUB  |  800-234-3450  |  WWW.GOODSAM.COM/CLUB  |  CLUB@GOODSAM.COM

The original SimpliSafe home-security system 
was the fi rst of its kind: a professionally monitored 
system that anyone could set up in minutes without 
drilling or wiring. It was a hit. Today, SimpliSafe 
is reportedly the fastest-growing home-security 
company in the country and protects more than 
two million Americans.

For 2018, SimpliSafe redesigned its security 
system from top to bottom, including an attractive 
new look and compact sensors that are so un-
obtrusive they can cover an entire house without 
being noticed. This third-generation system is said 
to run fi ve times faster than the previous version 
and has a 50 percent louder alarm siren. 

To prepare for a variety of worst-case 
scenarios, the new system adds safeguards that 
include a SmashSafe feature that can dispatch 
police even if an intruder breaks the base unit, keypad or siren. Because the new 
setup has both cellular and wireless connections, it works even if the home’s 
landline is disabled or Wi-Fi is down. A backup battery keeps the base unit running 
during power outages.

Despite the upgraded components and added features, SimpliSafe hardware 
is priced the same as before, and the company continues to offer Good Sam Club 
members two free months of professional monitoring service with the purchase 
of a new system.

To learn more about the newly upgraded SimpliSafe home-security system  
and the exclusive Good Sam Club deal for 60 days of free 24/7 monitoring, visit 
www.simplisafe/motorhome.

The Good Sam Club is on a mission 
to add new membership benefi ts, 
including expanding the lineup of 
Camping World discounts:
 
CAMPING WORLD WEBSITE
NEW: Free shipping every day at 
www.campingworld.com with no 
minimum purchase necessary 
(some restrictions apply)
NEW: Members-Only Specials

CAMPING WORLD SUPERCENTERS
NEW: 10 percent off installation fees
NEW: $10 off posted hourly service rate
NEW: 15 percent off propane every day 
NEW: Members-Only Specials
NEW: Double Discount Days
NEW: Extended return policy
10 percent off in-store purchases
Free dump-station privileges

Read about all of the Good Sam Club 
benefi ts at www.goodsam.com/club.

As part of the GOOD SAM PERKS 
program, members can take advantage 
of online access to exclusive coupons 
on movies and other entertainment, 
dining, shopping, travel and camping.

To fi nd deals and get coupons, go to 
www.goodsam.com/perks.

HOME ADVANTAGE
The Good Sam Club’s home-security partner gets a powerful reboot

Membership Benefi ts

SimpliSafe’s newly redesigned 
components include sensors 
that detect motion, broken 
glass, and door and window 
entry, a base unit, wireless 
keypad and key fob, 105-decibel 
siren and a panic button. Op-
tional hazard sensors monitor 
smoke, water and temperature.

GS-NEWS-1805_MH.indd   2/19/18   3:15 PM   - 92 -    (Cyan)GS-NEWS-1805_MH.indd   2/19/18   3:15 PM   - 92 -    (Magenta)GS-NEWS-1805_MH.indd   2/19/18   3:15 PM   - 92 -    (Yellow)GS-NEWS-1805_MH.indd   2/19/18   3:15 PM   - 92 -    (BlacK)



The industry leading low-profile air conditioner, the 
Penguin II, is powerful and perfect for both ducted and 
non-ducted applications. With its ultra-low profile, this 
streamlined rooftop unit is aerodynamically designed 
to reduce drag when on the move. A high-performance 
motor and fan deliver superb cooling performance and 
the composite housing reduces weight and improves 
cooling efficiency. 

MOBILE LIVING
MADE EASY.

Our climate, sanitation and cooking products will make your
RV feel like home (only with a much better view).

So before you head out, head to dometic.com 

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN
TECH SAVVY

Mean Green
We had a large area of water stains on our motorhome’s ceiling carpet due to torrential rains in Florida last winter. I have 
tried a number of products to remove the stains, and finally found that a handheld upholstery/carpet cleaner, such as the 
Bissell Little Green Portable Carpet Cleaner, works beautifully. I use carpet cleaner solution in the machine and spray a 
little Spot Hero stain remover from ServiceMaster, then brush the area lightly and the stains are gone. I made sure to let the 
cleaning machine remove as much water as possible to prevent additional staining, and then dried the area with a hair dryer.
Nanci Dixon | Minnetonka, Minnesota 

Have an Idea? Quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your DIY ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750 
Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Be sure to include any photos,  
illustrations or drawings. If your tip is selected for publication, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN.
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Chain Gang
I know that a lock box is sold to attach a surge protector to a motorhome’s power cable (and have read other solutions in 
MotorHome magazine), but I think a dedicated thief would just take the power cable with it. Being a cheapskate engineer, 
I figured I could improve on the situation. What I came up with is a pair of long hasp locks and a 3-foot length of chain. 
Place the first lock around the small length of cord at the top of the surge protector, near the plug. Then plug in, wrap the 
loose end of chain around the pedestal snugly, secure the second hasp lock to the chain and you are all set.
Howard Potvin | Crestline, California

Pump It
Adding oil to an Onan generator at the end of an oil change 
can be excruciatingly slow. The process involves adding an 
ounce at a time with a frustrating pause in between. Holding 
the bottle is awkward due to poor access, and pouring the 
oil in directly from the bottle leads to small spills. I solved 
the problem by using a gear lube pump, which I normally 
use to add oil to the lower unit of my boat’s outboard motor. 
I bought it at Walmart for about $5. Place one end in the oil 
bottle, and the other in the oil port on the generator. Then 
slowly work the plunger to add oil in the recommended 
amounts. Note: Some oil bottles have different size caps and 
won’t accept the screw-on cap of the gear lube pump.
Ken Dwiggins | Reno, Nevada

No, Kitty!
Like many RVers, I use a CPAP machine. And, also like 
many RVers, I travel with pets, currently a 4-year-old dog 
and a kitten. Apparently, the kitten became enamored with 
the hose on my CPAP machine and made tiny holes in a 
4-inch-long section, making the hose unusable. Unable 
to get a replacement because I was traveling, I developed 
a method to temporarily fix the air leaks until I could get 
a new hose. First, I wrapped the damaged area in plastic 
wrap. Next, I covered the plastic wrap with vinyl electrical 
tape, making sure to extend the tape over the ends of the 
plastic wrap to get a good seal. The plastic wrap molds to 
the ribs of the hose, and the vinyl tape prevents air leakage. 
Libby Miller | Proberta, California

Editor’s note: We need to stress this is only a temporary 
fix. Should your CPAP tubing get damaged, we 
recommend you replace it as soon as possible.
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QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN
TECH SAVVY

Edwards covered all the bases by 
sending invoices and photos, for 
which we commend him. We received 
a copy of Mid-State RV’s response.

We are glad your refrigerator is 
operating after the service technician 
“burped” it by turning the unit 
upside-down. This does not always 
work if the refrigerator has more 
than one blockage. It is my fi rm 
belief that the heat [from the fi re] 
caused your refrigerator to malfunc-
tion. When these ammonia systems 
get too hot, blockages occur. If the 
failure occurred shortly after turning 
it on, then any tape that covered the 
airfl ow did not cause the overheating. 

However, after review, I have 
determined that Mid-State RV did not 
perform the quality-control step of 
testing the refrigerator and verifying it 
was operational. Furthermore, no one 
can verify that the tape was removed. 
Therefore, I agree to reimburse 
you $285 and to replace the cooling 
unit of your refrigerator if it fails 

before May 10, as long as the work is 
performed within 30 days of failure after 
we have had a chance to diagnose the 
unit here at our dealership.  
Tina Pickard, Director of Operations, 
Mid-State RV | Byron, Georgia

Don’t Let Your Guard Down
After a repair on his motorhome led 
to another problem, a reader asked 
the company to reimburse him for the 
additional expense. When the company 
refused, the reader turned to Hot Line. 

On March 1, 2017, I had our 2009 
Tiffi n Allegro Bus towed to Empire 
Truck Sales in Pensacola, Florida, for a 
coolant leak. Technicians found the 

Contact Hot Line for HelpTake Action
Hot Line assists in mediating confl icts between consumers and RV dealers and manufactur-
ers, accessories suppliers and service providers. After exhausting all other resources, send 
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036 
and enclose copies of appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. Selected letters will be edited and published unless otherwise requested.

A nearby fi re damaged paint and warped plastic parts on my 2003 
Monaco Signature Series motorhome. In March 2017, I took it to the body 

shop of Mid-State RV in Byron, Georgia, to be painted and to have the plastic 
parts replaced. On our fi rst RV outing after the repair, the refrigerator worked 
well the fi rst day and then malfunctioned, so we took the motorhome to a repair 
shop. The technician pulled out the refrigerator and turned it upside down, and 
told us he found masking tape from the paint job on the inside of the refrigerator 
access door that was blocking airfl ow, causing the malfunction. The repair cost 
$285, but the technician said that the refrigerator could go out at any time. 

I contacted Mid-State RV and requested reimbursement for $285. Mid-State 
RV declined to pay, indicating that the fi re caused the problem [not the masking 
tape]. My insurance company also will not pay because it says the refrigerator 
worked and then malfunctioned due to restricted airfl ow. I think Mid-State should 
pay for the repair [and a new unit] if the refrigerator quits again in the next year.
J. Murray Edwards | McDonough, Georgia

bottom radiator hose was leaking, and 
they had to remove the rock guard to 
access the hose to make the repair. 
When we arrived in Orlando on April 3, 
2017, I noticed the rock guard was 
hanging down. Apparently, Empire 
used screws instead of bolts to 
refasten the rock guard, and some of 
the screws had sheared off. I called 
Empire and told Dan Nynas, the service 
director, I needed to get it fi xed [right 
away] because we were leaving 
Orlando. Nynas told me Empire would 
pay for the repair and asked me to 
send the bill to his service manager. 
On April 12, 2017, I sent an email with 
photos and the bill for $268.32. The 
following week, I sent another email 
asking for the status of my request, at 
which time he told me he had sent it to 
the corporate offi ce for payment. I 
again called Nynas on July 7, 2017, and 
he didn’t know where the paperwork 
was because the service manager 
didn’t work there anymore. I sent the 
paperwork again on July 8, 2017, but 
have not heard back. 
John Grover | Lakewood, Colorado

Staff turnover is diffi cult on everybody, 
and when it’s part of an involved process 
such as this, it can be even more of a 
headache. We felt Empire needed to 
follow through on its promise, so we 
passed along Grover’s complaint. We 
later heard back from Grover directly.

Hot Line is a great consumer 
advocate. I submitted a complaint with 
Empire Truck Sales to you in August 
2017 and fi nally received payment in 
November 2017.
— J.G. 

Frustrated after he found leftover masking tape 
from a paint job that he felt led to the failure of his 
motorhome’s refrigerator, a reader turned to Hot 
Line for help. He wrote:

Unmask!
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CALL
1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 476 GoodSamRVLoans.com/476

VISIT

Is refinancing at a good rate still possible?
Yes! Now may be a good time to refinance your current RV loan and lower your 
monthly payments on your 2007 model year or newer RV. And remember; our 
loans have no pre-payment penalties if you decide to pay the loan off early.

Do you finance private party RV loans?
Yes! You can purchase a 2007 model year or newer rig from a private party seller 
in your town or from across the country. We’ll pay off the seller, put the new 
registration in your name and handle all necessary paperwork. 

I’m a Full-Timer. Can I get financing for my RV?
Yes! Good Sam Finance Center offers financing to purchase or  
refinance the perfect RV to call home.

What loan terms are available? 
We offer a range of loan terms from five to 20 years, depending 
on the loan amount. Our short term loans with lower rates have 
become popular, helping some customers pay off their loans 
more quickly.

Are your rates the same for new and used  
RV purchases? 
Yes! Our rates are the same whether you purchase a brand new RV 
or a 2007 model year or newer used RV from a dealer or private 
party seller. 

Good Sam 
F INANCE CENTER

Questions & Answers

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate) based on 7 year loan term; individual rate may vary by loan amount, loan term, vehicle use, model year and type of RV. Subject to consumer loan program 
requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to 
the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. RV must be 2007 model year or newer; for RV model year 2007 to 2008, add 

.25% to above rates. Maximum loan term is based on loan amount. Maximum loan amount is calculated using an advance percentage determined by FICO score. For RV, collateral value established 
using NADA wholesale value (without adds) including mileage adjustment (+/-); multiplied by 110%. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A $55,000 loan for 7 years with an APR of 4.69% has 84 
monthly payments of $769.38 each.
Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. Doing business in South Dakota as Bank of the West California. NMLS ID # 19116. GOOD SAM and the 
GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE,  
LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GRL54339 - 0218

RECREATIONAL USE APRs* AS LOW AS

5.59%
on loan amounts of  

$15k to $24,999

5.19%
on loan amounts of  

$25k to $49,999

4.69%
on loan amounts  

of $50k+

APR is fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate as of February 15, 2018. 
See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and loan amounts below $15,000.

EQUAL HOUSING LENDERMember FDIC. ©2018 Good Sam Finance Center.
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850 Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE 20%

OFFANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM*

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be 
used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track 
Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale 
item, compressors, fl oor jacks, safes, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, 
trenchers, welders, Admiral, Ames, Bauer, Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Earthquake, Fischer, 
Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on 
prior purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/10/18.

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 6 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 8/10/18 while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day.

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 8/10/18.
At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was  
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

850 Stores Nationwide or HarborFreight.com

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

12" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL 
MITER SAW • Laser 

guide

COMPARE TO
KOBALT

$299
MODEL: SM3055LW

Blade sold separately.
ITEM 61969/61970
 69684 shown 

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$169

NOWNOWNOW

$129
99

STEP STOOL/
WORKING PLATFORM

SAVE 
65%

Customer Rating

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

• 350 lb. 
capacity

COMPARE TO
GPL

$5755
MODEL: H-21

ITEM 62515/66911 shown

SUPER 
COUPON

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL 
AND AUTOMATIC BRAKE

ITEM  64046 /64045
63770 shown

SAVE 
$400

• Weighs 86.4 lbs.
• 21" L x 10-1/8" H

COMPARE TO
WARN

$69999
MODEL: 96820

Battle 
Tested

NOWNOWNOW

$299
99

NOWNOWNOW

$99
99

 1 TON CAPACITY 
FOLDABLE 

SHOP CRANE 

ITEM 69512/61858/69445 shown

SAVE 
$80

• Boom extends from
36-1/4" to 50-1/4"

• Crane height adjusts
from 82" to 94"Customer Rating

ITEM 68862/63190/62896   shown

6 ft. to 8 ft. 10"

7 AMP ELECTRIC POLE SAW
9.5" BAR

SAVE 
$39

COMPARE TO
WORX

$9998
MODEL: WG309

NOWNOWNOW

$59
99

Customer Rating

SAVE 
70%

 12 VOLT MAGNETIC 
TOWING LIGHT KIT 

Customer Rating

ITEM 63100

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
OPTRONICS

$3359
MODEL: TL21RK

COMPARE TO
HUSKY

$3479
MODEL: 97019

ITEM 63100

NOWNOW

$99
9

HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE 
ALUMINUM
SPORTS CHAIR

ITEM   62314/63066
66383 shown

SAVE 
60%

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
COLEMAN

$4999
MODEL: 2000020293

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

 $74999 $$74999

 $42999 $42999
 $39999 $3999999999999

 $17999 $179$ 99

 $10999 $109$ 99

 $16999 $169$ 99

 $19499 $194$ 9999999999

 $25999 $25925999
ITEM   63584  

3500 WATT SUPER QUIET 
INVERTER GENERATOR

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

749

NOW

$699
99

COMPARE TO
HONDA

$1,999
MODEL: EU3000IS1A SAVE $1299

• 4.0 amp 
hour battery

ITEM 63852/63537 shown

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

BEATS Snap-on

EXTREME TORQUE
1/2" IMPACT WRENCH KIT

20 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS

BOLT BREAKAWAY
TORQUE

FT. LBS.
1200

Customer Rating

$259

NOW

$

NOWNOW

$239
99

SAVE 
$470

COMPARE TO
SNAP-ON
$71085
MODEL: CT8850PDB,
CTB8185, CTC720

7 FUNCTION 
DIGITAL 

MULTIMETER

ITEM 63604/63758
98025/69096/63759/90899 shown

• 3.5" LCD Display
• Battery Included

COMPARE TO
PROSKIT
$1351
MODEL: MT-1210

 1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

ITEM  69904/68892  shown

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$500

• Diamond plate steel platform and ramp
• Lift range: 7" – 29-1/2"

COMPARE TO
DIRECT-LIFT

$79999
MODEL: 873100

NOWNOWNOW

$299
99

SAVE 
59%  $5799 $$5799 

 $2999 $2929$ 99 

 $999 $9$ 99 

 $2999 $2929$ 99 

 $7999 $79$ 99 

 $1899 $18$ 99 99 99 99 99 
 $1499 $14$ 99 

 $1499 $14$ 99 

 $1599 $15$ 99 

 $1399 $13$ 99 

ITEM 69269/97080 shown

ITEM   60637/61615
95275 shown

A. HOT DOG 

B. PANCAKE

$39
99

YOUR CHOICE

A

B

3 GALLON,  100 PSI OIL-FREE 
AIR COMPRESSORS 

• Air delivery:
0.6 CFM @ 90 PSI, 
1 CFM @ 40 PSI
COMPARE TO
PORTER-CABLE

$9862
MODEL: PCFP02003

Customer Rating

125 AMP FLUX-CORE WELDER

ITEM  63583
63582  shown

SAVE 
$80

EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED
TO WELD

COMPARE TO
IRONTON

$17999
MODEL: 45433

$1099999

NOWNOWNOW

$99
99

Customer Rating

Customer Rating
• Great outdoor accent lighting
• Super bright light

 SOLAR ROPE LIGHT 

ITEM 62533/63941/68353 shown

SAVE 
66%
COMPARE TO

HAMPTON BAY
$2997

MODEL:  82056-055SR

Super bright light

NOWNOW

$99
9

$1599 99 

NOWNOW

$99
9

SAVE 
67%

 1500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE HEAT GUN 
(572°/1112°) 

ITEM 62340/62546/63104/96289 shown

COMPARE TO
BLACK & DECKER

$2806
MODEL: HG1300

Customer Rating

SAVE 
58%

 WIRELESS SECURITY 
ALERT SYSTEM 

ITEM   69590/61910/62447/93068 shown

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
SWANN

$2399
MODEL: SWHOM-DRIVEA

SAVE 
74%

ITEM 69358/69355/62599/62847/62600 shown

Customer Rating

 7 PIECE PLIERS SET 
LIFETIME WARRANTY

ITEM 69358/69355/62599/62847/62600 shown

NOWNOW

$89
9

SAVE 
$80

WELDING 
STORAGE CABINET

ITEM   62275/ 61705  shown

33-1/2"

33"

19-1/2"

Customer Rating

Welders, tools & supplies 
sold separately.

COMPARE TO
KLUTCH

$22999
MODEL: 48348

$1699999SAVE 
33"

NOWNOWNOW

$149
99 Customer Rating

SAVE 
50%

9 PIECE, 1/4", 3/8" 
AND 1/2" DRIVE 

WOBBLE SOCKET 
EXTENSION SET

ITEM 61278
67971 shown

LIFETIME WARRANTY

COMPARE TO
KLUTCH

$1999
MODEL: 40033

$1499 99 

NOW

$99
9

$$

NOWNOWNOW

$19
99

29

NOWNOWNOW

$19
99

(572°/1112°) 
NOWNOW

$89
9

ITEM 63255/63254 shown

SAVE 
$99

 1750 PSI ELECTRIC
PRESSURE WASHER 
• 1.3 GPM
• Adjustable spray nozzle

COMPARE TO
BRIGGS & 
STRATTON

$17933
MODEL: 20600 

NOWNOWNOW

$79
99

Customer Rating

ITEM 62281
61637 shown

 29 PIECE TITANIUM DRILL BIT SET 

Customer Rating

SAVE 
83%

COMPARE TO
GRIZZLY

$415
MODEL: H7723

 60" HARDWOOD WORKBENCH 
WITH 4 DRAWERS  

ITEM     93454/69054/63395/62603 shown

Tools sold separately.

SAVE 
$285

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

NOWNOWNOW

$129
99

3 PIECE DECORATIVE 
SOLAR LED LIGHTS

ITEM   60561/69462   shown

SAVE 
33%

Customer Rating

shown

NOWNOW

$79
9

SUPER COUPON

10" PNEUMATIC TIRE

ITEM 69385/62388/62409/62698/30900 shown

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO

FARM & RANCH
$10

MODEL: FR1055

NOWNOWNOW

$399

SAVE 
60%

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

 30", 5 DRAWER 
TOOL CART S

• 8100 cu. in. of storage
• 700 lb. capacity
• Weighs 139 lbs.

SUPER 
COUPON

ITEM 
64031

ITEM 64032/64030
64033 shown

ITEM 64060
64061
64059 shown 

COMPARE TO
SNAP-ON

$1,150
MODEL: KRSC33APBO

Customer Rating

SAVE 
82%

4 PIECE, 1" x 15 FT. 
RATCHETING TIE DOWNS

ITEM 63057/63056/63094
90984/60405/63150/61524 shown

NOWNOW

$699

COMPARE TO
ATE TOOLS
$4088
MODEL: 33079

• 400 lb. 
working load

 $15999 $$15999  $19999 $199$ 99

 $13999 $139$ 99  $11999 $119119$ 99

 $12999 $129$ 99  $10999 $109$ 99

 $21999 $219$ 99

 $15999 $159$ 99

 $21499 $214$21499

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

 $8799 $87$ 99 

 $9999 $9999$ 99 

 $7999 $79$ 99 

 $3999 $3939$ 99 

 $1799 $17$ 99 

 $1199 $1111$ 99  $1299 $1299 99 99 99 99 99 

 $2499 $2499 

ITEM 63297

10 FT. x 10 FT. PORTABLE SHED

COMPARE TO
SHELTER LOGIC

$23689
MODEL: 70333

SAVE 
$96 ITEM 63297

NOWNOWNOW

$139
99

Customer Rating

ITEM   69227/62116/62584/68048 shown

• Lifts from 5" to 18-1/4"
• Weighs 74 lbs.

COMPARE TO
POWERBUILT

$13527
MODEL: 647593

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$60
MODEL: DW1369

$$

NOWNOWNOW

$74
99

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$60 SAVE 

$980

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

Customer Rating

ITEM 62915
60600 shown

AIRLESS 
PAINT SPRAYER KIT

SAVE 
$129

COMPARE TO
GRACO

$299
MODEL: 262800

NOWNOWNOW

$169
99

ITEM 63284
SAVE 
$79

40 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS 
BRUSHLESS BLOWER

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$199
MODEL: DCBL790B

NOWNOWNOW

$119
99

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$230

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 

GAS ENGINE  

ITEM 69727 shown, CALIFORNIA ONLY
ITEM   60363/69730  

COMPARE TO
HONDA

$32999
MODEL: GX200UT2QX2

119

NOWNOWNOW

$99
99

Customer Rating

72" x 80" 
MOVING 
BLANKET

SAVE 
70%

ITEM  69505/62418/66537 shown 

COMPARE TO
BLUE HAWK
$1999
MODEL: 77280  $899 $8$ 99 

NOWNOW

$599

Customer Rating 225 PIECE 
MECHANIC'S 

TOOL SET

ITEM  64367
62664  shown

LIFETIME WARRANTY

COMPARE TO
KOBALT

$199
MODEL: 86756

$1299999

NOWNOWNOW

$99
99

SAVE 
$99

Customer Rating

• 576 in. lbs. of torque
• 2.5 amp hour battery
• Weighs 3.6 lbs.

BEATS DEWALT
20 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS 
1/2" COMPACT DRILL/DRIVER KIT

SUPER 
COUPON

ITEM 63381
SAVE
$80

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$17999
MODEL: DCD780C2

COMPARE TO
MOJACK

$42575
MODEL: PRO

Cu
NOWNOWNOW

$99
99

3/8" x 50 FT. 
RETRACTABLE

AIR HOSE REEL

ITEM  69265 /62344/93897 shown

COMPARE TO
KOBALT

$99
MODEL: SGY-AIR184

SAVE 
$39

NOWNOWNOW

$59
99

Customer Rating

 AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 

CHARGER 

ITEM 69955/64284
69594/42292 shown  SAVE 50%

NOWNOW

$499

Customer Rating

 $999 $$999 

 $599 $5$ 99 

ITEM 63298

SAVE 
$245

HEAVY DUTY 
MULTI-VEHICLE 750 LB. 

HIGH LIFT JACK
Customer Rating

HIGH PERFORMANCE LIFT SOLUTIONS

$2199999SAVE 

NOWNOWNOW

$179
99

• 750 lb. H-frame capacity
• 500 lb. saddle capacity
• Huge 23" max. lift height

$19
99

YOUR CHOICE

 13 PIECE, 1/2" DRIVE 
DEEP IMPACT 
SOCKET SETS 

LIFETIME WARRANTY

TYPE ITEM
SAE 69280/69333/69560 shown

METRIC 69279/69332/69561/67904

SAVE 
63%

COMPARE TO
HUSKY

$5551
MODEL: H2DSAEI11PCSR

Customer Rating

$169
99

YOUR CHOICE
OF COLOR

NOWNOW

$99
9

 4-1/2", 7 AMP
ANGLE GRINDER 

ITEM 63052
62556 shown

SAVE 
40%

ANGLE GRINDER 
Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$59
MODEL: DWE401

$3999 99 

NOWNOWNOW

$34
99

BEATS DEWALT

hft_motorhome_0418_spread_M-REG127963.indd   2-3 1/30/18   3:42 PM
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850 Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE 20%

OFFANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM*

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be 
used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track 
Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale 
item, compressors, fl oor jacks, safes, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, 
trenchers, welders, Admiral, Ames, Bauer, Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Earthquake, Fischer, 
Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on 
prior purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/10/18.

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 6 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 8/10/18 while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day.

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 8/10/18.
At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was  
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

850 Stores Nationwide or HarborFreight.com

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18* LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 8/10/18*

12" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL 
MITER SAW • Laser 

guide

COMPARE TO
KOBALT

$299
MODEL: SM3055LW

Blade sold separately.
ITEM 61969/61970
 69684 shown 

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$169

NOWNOWNOW

$129
99

STEP STOOL/
WORKING PLATFORM

SAVE 
65%

Customer Rating

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

• 350 lb. 
capacity

COMPARE TO
GPL

$5755
MODEL: H-21

ITEM 62515/66911 shown

SUPER 
COUPON

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL 
AND AUTOMATIC BRAKE

ITEM  64046 /64045
63770 shown

SAVE 
$400

• Weighs 86.4 lbs.
• 21" L x 10-1/8" H

COMPARE TO
WARN

$69999
MODEL: 96820

Battle 
Tested

NOWNOWNOW

$299
99

NOWNOWNOW

$99
99

 1 TON CAPACITY 
FOLDABLE 

SHOP CRANE 

ITEM 69512/61858/69445 shown

SAVE 
$80

• Boom extends from
36-1/4" to 50-1/4"

• Crane height adjusts
from 82" to 94"Customer Rating

ITEM 68862/63190/62896   shown

6 ft. to 8 ft. 10"

7 AMP ELECTRIC POLE SAW
9.5" BAR

SAVE 
$39

COMPARE TO
WORX

$9998
MODEL: WG309

NOWNOWNOW

$59
99

Customer Rating

SAVE 
70%

 12 VOLT MAGNETIC 
TOWING LIGHT KIT 

Customer Rating

ITEM 63100

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
OPTRONICS

$3359
MODEL: TL21RK

COMPARE TO
HUSKY

$3479
MODEL: 97019

ITEM 63100

NOWNOW

$99
9

HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE 
ALUMINUM
SPORTS CHAIR

ITEM   62314/63066
66383 shown

SAVE 
60%

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
COLEMAN

$4999
MODEL: 2000020293

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

 $74999 $$74999

 $42999 $42999
 $39999 $3999999999999

 $17999 $179$ 99

 $10999 $109$ 99

 $16999 $169$ 99

 $19499 $194$ 9999999999

 $25999 $25925999
ITEM   63584  

3500 WATT SUPER QUIET 
INVERTER GENERATOR

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

749

NOW

$699
99

COMPARE TO
HONDA

$1,999
MODEL: EU3000IS1A SAVE $1299

• 4.0 amp 
hour battery

ITEM 63852/63537 shown

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

BEATS Snap-on

EXTREME TORQUE
1/2" IMPACT WRENCH KIT

20 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS

BOLT BREAKAWAY
TORQUE

FT. LBS.
1200

Customer Rating

$259

NOW

$

NOWNOW

$239
99

SAVE 
$470

COMPARE TO
SNAP-ON
$71085
MODEL: CT8850PDB,
CTB8185, CTC720

7 FUNCTION 
DIGITAL 

MULTIMETER

ITEM 63604/63758
98025/69096/63759/90899 shown

• 3.5" LCD Display
• Battery Included

COMPARE TO
PROSKIT
$1351
MODEL: MT-1210

 1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

ITEM  69904/68892  shown

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$500

• Diamond plate steel platform and ramp
• Lift range: 7" – 29-1/2"

COMPARE TO
DIRECT-LIFT

$79999
MODEL: 873100

NOWNOWNOW

$299
99

SAVE 
59%  $5799 $$5799 

 $2999 $2929$ 99 

 $999 $9$ 99 

 $2999 $2929$ 99 

 $7999 $79$ 99 

 $1899 $18$ 99 99 99 99 99 
 $1499 $14$ 99 

 $1499 $14$ 99 

 $1599 $15$ 99 

 $1399 $13$ 99 

ITEM 69269/97080 shown

ITEM   60637/61615
95275 shown

A. HOT DOG 

B. PANCAKE

$39
99

YOUR CHOICE

A

B

3 GALLON,  100 PSI OIL-FREE 
AIR COMPRESSORS 

• Air delivery:
0.6 CFM @ 90 PSI, 
1 CFM @ 40 PSI
COMPARE TO
PORTER-CABLE

$9862
MODEL: PCFP02003

Customer Rating

125 AMP FLUX-CORE WELDER

ITEM  63583
63582  shown

SAVE 
$80

EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED
TO WELD

COMPARE TO
IRONTON

$17999
MODEL: 45433

$1099999

NOWNOWNOW

$99
99

Customer Rating

Customer Rating
• Great outdoor accent lighting
• Super bright light

 SOLAR ROPE LIGHT 

ITEM 62533/63941/68353 shown

SAVE 
66%
COMPARE TO

HAMPTON BAY
$2997

MODEL:  82056-055SR

Super bright light

NOWNOW

$99
9

$1599 99 

NOWNOW

$99
9

SAVE 
67%

 1500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE HEAT GUN 
(572°/1112°) 

ITEM 62340/62546/63104/96289 shown

COMPARE TO
BLACK & DECKER

$2806
MODEL: HG1300

Customer Rating

SAVE 
58%

 WIRELESS SECURITY 
ALERT SYSTEM 

ITEM   69590/61910/62447/93068 shown

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
SWANN

$2399
MODEL: SWHOM-DRIVEA

SAVE 
74%

ITEM 69358/69355/62599/62847/62600 shown

Customer Rating

 7 PIECE PLIERS SET 
LIFETIME WARRANTY

ITEM 69358/69355/62599/62847/62600 shown

NOWNOW

$89
9

SAVE 
$80

WELDING 
STORAGE CABINET

ITEM   62275/ 61705  shown

33-1/2"

33"

19-1/2"

Customer Rating

Welders, tools & supplies 
sold separately.

COMPARE TO
KLUTCH

$22999
MODEL: 48348

$1699999SAVE 
33"

NOWNOWNOW

$149
99 Customer Rating

SAVE 
50%

9 PIECE, 1/4", 3/8" 
AND 1/2" DRIVE 

WOBBLE SOCKET 
EXTENSION SET

ITEM 61278
67971 shown

LIFETIME WARRANTY

COMPARE TO
KLUTCH

$1999
MODEL: 40033

$1499 99 

NOW

$99
9

$$

NOWNOWNOW

$19
99

29

NOWNOWNOW

$19
99

(572°/1112°) 
NOWNOW

$89
9

ITEM 63255/63254 shown

SAVE 
$99

 1750 PSI ELECTRIC
PRESSURE WASHER 
• 1.3 GPM
• Adjustable spray nozzle

COMPARE TO
BRIGGS & 
STRATTON

$17933
MODEL: 20600 

NOWNOWNOW

$79
99

Customer Rating

ITEM 62281
61637 shown

 29 PIECE TITANIUM DRILL BIT SET 

Customer Rating

SAVE 
83%

COMPARE TO
GRIZZLY

$415
MODEL: H7723

 60" HARDWOOD WORKBENCH 
WITH 4 DRAWERS  

ITEM     93454/69054/63395/62603 shown

Tools sold separately.

SAVE 
$285

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

NOWNOWNOW

$129
99

3 PIECE DECORATIVE 
SOLAR LED LIGHTS

ITEM   60561/69462   shown

SAVE 
33%

Customer Rating

shown

NOWNOW

$79
9

SUPER COUPON

10" PNEUMATIC TIRE

ITEM 69385/62388/62409/62698/30900 shown

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO

FARM & RANCH
$10

MODEL: FR1055

NOWNOWNOW

$399

SAVE 
60%

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

 30", 5 DRAWER 
TOOL CART S

• 8100 cu. in. of storage
• 700 lb. capacity
• Weighs 139 lbs.

SUPER 
COUPON

ITEM 
64031

ITEM 64032/64030
64033 shown

ITEM 64060
64061
64059 shown 

COMPARE TO
SNAP-ON

$1,150
MODEL: KRSC33APBO

Customer Rating

SAVE 
82%

4 PIECE, 1" x 15 FT. 
RATCHETING TIE DOWNS

ITEM 63057/63056/63094
90984/60405/63150/61524 shown

NOWNOW

$699

COMPARE TO
ATE TOOLS
$4088
MODEL: 33079

• 400 lb. 
working load

 $15999 $$15999  $19999 $199$ 99

 $13999 $139$ 99  $11999 $119119$ 99

 $12999 $129$ 99  $10999 $109$ 99

 $21999 $219$ 99

 $15999 $159$ 99

 $21499 $214$21499

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

 $8799 $87$ 99 

 $9999 $9999$ 99 

 $7999 $79$ 99 

 $3999 $3939$ 99 

 $1799 $17$ 99 

 $1199 $1111$ 99  $1299 $1299 99 99 99 99 99 

 $2499 $2499 

ITEM 63297

10 FT. x 10 FT. PORTABLE SHED

COMPARE TO
SHELTER LOGIC

$23689
MODEL: 70333

SAVE 
$96 ITEM 63297

NOWNOWNOW

$139
99

Customer Rating

ITEM   69227/62116/62584/68048 shown

• Lifts from 5" to 18-1/4"
• Weighs 74 lbs.

COMPARE TO
POWERBUILT

$13527
MODEL: 647593

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$60
MODEL: DW1369

$$

NOWNOWNOW

$74
99

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$60 SAVE 

$980

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

Customer Rating

ITEM 62915
60600 shown

AIRLESS 
PAINT SPRAYER KIT

SAVE 
$129

COMPARE TO
GRACO

$299
MODEL: 262800

NOWNOWNOW

$169
99

ITEM 63284
SAVE 
$79

40 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS 
BRUSHLESS BLOWER

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$199
MODEL: DCBL790B

NOWNOWNOW

$119
99

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$230

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 

GAS ENGINE  

ITEM 69727 shown, CALIFORNIA ONLY
ITEM   60363/69730  

COMPARE TO
HONDA

$32999
MODEL: GX200UT2QX2

119

NOWNOWNOW

$99
99

Customer Rating

72" x 80" 
MOVING 
BLANKET

SAVE 
70%

ITEM  69505/62418/66537 shown 

COMPARE TO
BLUE HAWK
$1999
MODEL: 77280  $899 $8$ 99 

NOWNOW

$599

Customer Rating 225 PIECE 
MECHANIC'S 

TOOL SET

ITEM  64367
62664  shown

LIFETIME WARRANTY

COMPARE TO
KOBALT

$199
MODEL: 86756

$1299999

NOWNOWNOW

$99
99

SAVE 
$99

Customer Rating

• 576 in. lbs. of torque
• 2.5 amp hour battery
• Weighs 3.6 lbs.

BEATS DEWALT
20 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS 
1/2" COMPACT DRILL/DRIVER KIT

SUPER 
COUPON

ITEM 63381
SAVE
$80

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$17999
MODEL: DCD780C2

COMPARE TO
MOJACK

$42575
MODEL: PRO

Cu
NOWNOWNOW

$99
99

3/8" x 50 FT. 
RETRACTABLE

AIR HOSE REEL

ITEM  69265 /62344/93897 shown

COMPARE TO
KOBALT

$99
MODEL: SGY-AIR184

SAVE 
$39

NOWNOWNOW

$59
99

Customer Rating

 AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 

CHARGER 

ITEM 69955/64284
69594/42292 shown  SAVE 50%

NOWNOW

$499

Customer Rating

 $999 $$999 

 $599 $5$ 99 

ITEM 63298

SAVE 
$245

HEAVY DUTY 
MULTI-VEHICLE 750 LB. 

HIGH LIFT JACK
Customer Rating

HIGH PERFORMANCE LIFT SOLUTIONS

$2199999SAVE 

NOWNOWNOW

$179
99

• 750 lb. H-frame capacity
• 500 lb. saddle capacity
• Huge 23" max. lift height

$19
99

YOUR CHOICE

 13 PIECE, 1/2" DRIVE 
DEEP IMPACT 
SOCKET SETS 

LIFETIME WARRANTY

TYPE ITEM
SAE 69280/69333/69560 shown

METRIC 69279/69332/69561/67904

SAVE 
63%

COMPARE TO
HUSKY

$5551
MODEL: H2DSAEI11PCSR

Customer Rating

$169
99

YOUR CHOICE
OF COLOR

NOWNOW

$99
9

 4-1/2", 7 AMP
ANGLE GRINDER 

ITEM 63052
62556 shown

SAVE 
40%

ANGLE GRINDER 
Customer Rating

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$59
MODEL: DWE401

$3999 99 

NOWNOWNOW

$34
99

BEATS DEWALT
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Cranky Cranking
I have a 2001 Jayco Class C 
on a Ford E-450 chassis. Last 

summer, upon trying to leave my 
campsite, it wouldn’t start. After 
running the battery down, and [the 
Jayco] failing to start, I remembered 
I could start it off the generator 
battery. It started right up and ran 
as usual. Getting ready to store the 
coach for the winter, I encountered 
the same problem. It doesn’t seem 
to be getting gas, but as soon as I 
start the generator, the engine starts 
right up and runs well from then on. 
Is the fuel pump going bad? It runs 
fi ne after it starts, and Ford techni-
cians can’t fi nd any problems. I’m 
afraid I’m going to be stranded. 
James Kissell | Newark, Ohio

Intermittent problems like this 
can be a nightmare. You’ll have 

to devise a test strategy to catch the 
faulty component “in the act,” so to 
speak. When a gas engine cranks 
over normally, but shows no sign of 
starting, the problem is either no 

TECH SAVVY

spark or no fuel. Fuel pumps more 
frequently quit intermittently like this, 
so I would look at the fuel system 
before the ignition. Running the genset 
increases the available voltage and 
might bring the pump (or other failing 
electrical component) back to life 
temporarily. The fact that it is 17 years 
old adds to the likelihood of a failing 
pump (or relay). Start with a fuel-pump 
pressure test and leave the gauge 
on the engine, with the doghouse off, 
for a long test drive. Test it when hot 
and under a full load on a long hill. 
Sometimes you can get a recalcitrant 
pump working again temporarily by 
banging on the bottom of the tank.

Dinghy Disconnect
We purchased a 2017 Chevy 
Colorado 4x4 to tow behind our 

motorhome. The owner’s manual 
says the last thing to do when hooking 
up is to disconnect the battery in the 
Colorado. No one has been able to tell 
me why I am disconnecting the battery. 
Michael Charter | Jericho, Vermont

This is to prevent the battery from 
becoming discharged during 

towing. To make it less inconvenient, 
you can install a battery disconnect 
switch so that you won’t need any 
tools when hooking up or unhitching 
the dinghy vehicle. These are readily 
available in many RV shops and auto 
parts stores.

‘Chirping’ Sound
About two years ago I purchased 
a 2004 Winnebago Minnie 31C 

Class C motorhome with a Ford V-10 
engine. The motorhome was in good 
shape, with only 14,000 miles on the 
odometer. I put new tires on and 
changed the fl uids before taking our 
fi rst trip in the motorhome. There 
is a noticeable chirping sound that 
seems to be coming from the engine 
compartment. As the travel speed 
increases the chirping sound also 
becomes faster, until being inaudible 
at 45 mph and above. I replaced the 
serpentine belt, thinking that might be 
where the chirping sound was coming 

By Ken Freund

QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN

I have a problem with my Itasca 2005 Horizon 
36RD diesel pusher on a Freightliner chassis 
with a 350 Cat engine. The ABS light stays 
on when the engine is running, and when I 

apply the brake pedal, the engine quits. It happened two 
weeks after the motorhome was parked at a campsite. I 
cannot drive the motorhome because if I put my foot on 
the brake, the engine stalls, so I cannot put it in gear. 
Can you help? 
Andre Lacombe | Montreal, Quebec, Canada

Freightliner confi rmed that there is no direct 
electrical connection between the brakes and 

anything that would cause the engine to quit. My fi rst 
suspicion was that a rodent had chewed through the 
wiring, which is quite common when motorhomes sit idle 
even for a few days. This could cause some sort of cross 

Engine Stalls When Brakes Applied

path in the wiring once the insulation is chewed away in 
a harness. After a follow-up conversation with Lacombe, 
it was determined that faulty ground connections at 
the battery were causing cross feeds in the electrical 
system, and correcting them solved the problem. The 
lesson here is to always check and clean all of the 
battery connections, and when chasing weird symptoms, 
look for faulty ground connections.
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from, but it made no difference. We 
have traveled about 3,000 miles since 
then and the engine seems to run 
fine, so my only concern is that the 
chirping sound may be an indication of 
future problems. Where do you think 
this sound is coming from, and will 
it likely lead to a breakdown as we 
travel this year?
Alan Brown | Nevada, Iowa

About the only thing more difficult 
than finding a chirping sound 

that occurs while driving is finding 
it remotely by email when you can’t 
hear it or test drive the motorhome. 
Besides belt noise, I’ve even heard 
sounds like this from the wind going 
through grilles, etc. Also, sometimes a 
front brake will make a sort of chirping 
sound. Often, wind, engine and tire 
noise will drown out these sounds at 
highway speeds, which may explain 
why you don’t hear it. 

You need to devise a strategy to 
determine where it’s coming from 

before you can fix it. Find a traffic-free 
straight-and-level road that you can 
drive on. When the noise occurs, try 
putting the transmission in neutral and 
see what happens. While in neutral, 
try revving the engine and note if that 
changes it. Does it vary with vehicle 
speed or engine speed? Try applying 
the brakes and listen for a change 
in sound. Have an observer stand at 
the side of the road and listen for the 
location of the sound as you drive 
past. If necessary, try switching the 
engine off (only do this where it’s safe 
and at lower speeds; power steering 
assist and the brake booster may not 
work). If the noise goes away with the 
engine off, it indicates the engine is the 
source. Remove the engine doghouse 
and test drive with an assistant to 
listen for where it’s coming from. I 
think these techniques will lead to the 
source of the sound. The fact that the 
engine runs normally, and there’s no 
check-engine light, reinforces that this 
is not a serious condition.

Descending Steep Grades — 
Comment
This is in regard to the January 
question about “Descending Steep 
Grades.” I think the use of a tow/haul 
feature of the transmission should 
have been addressed in the response, 
but I hope  Kenneth Barnes was able 
to read the response to the following 
question in that section about “Shifting 
Gears.” Barnes’ 2017 Thor Windsport 
with the V-10 surely has the tow/haul 
transmission, and he will find it helpful 
to learn to use it.

I had a 2015 Thor Vegas on the 
Ford E-350 chassis with the V-10 and 
a five-speed automatic transmission, 
and now I own a 2018 Forest River on 
the Ford E-450 chassis, which has a 
six-speed automatic transmission. 
Both of these units have the tow/
haul feature. I use the tow/haul in the 
mountains of Colorado and coming 
down off the Mogollon Rim in Arizona, 
towing a dinghy, and the tow/haul 

RVT.com, Circle 126 on Reader Service Card
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COACH & POWERTRAIN

feature is a life- (and brake-), saver. 
I hardly have to use brakes at all on 
the down grades, and if the unit starts 
going a bit faster than I like, I lightly 
brake so that it doesn’t downshift to 
the next lower gear.
Gene Shannon 
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Thanks for taking the time to write, 
Gene. When I wrote the reply, I guess 
you could say I assumed that when 
Barnes spoke of downshifting, he 
was also using the tow/haul feature. 
However, this may not be the case, so 
thank you for pointing that out. This is 
an important safety feature as well as 
a convenience that drivers should use.

Steering Looseness — Tip
I just read the “Steering Looseness” 
discussion in the February issue. Scott 
Hay said that he has a Monaco La 
Palma Class A motorhome and can feel 
something loose in the steering sector. 

I have a Monaco Cayman and had a 
similar experience. My steering would 
move about 1½ inches either side of 
center (3 inches overall) before motion 
at the wheels could be felt. Driving 
down the freeway was a constant 
white-knuckle battle moving the wheel 
back and forth to compensate for wind 
and passing trucks.

The solution was to change out 
the steering box from the original 
Sheppard M100 to a TRW steering 
box, and to add a Safe-T-Plus steering 
stabilizer. The work was done at 
Henderson’s Line-Up Brake and RV 
in Grants Pass, Oregon. The change 
made a huge difference in how the 
coach handles; now, it tracks straight. 
Wind and passing trucks only require 
light pressure on the steering wheel 
to hold the coach in line. I strongly 
recommend Henderson’s RV. Great 
people who know what they are doing 
when it comes to motorhome sus-
pensions. Also note that the steering 
wheel shaft has several universal 

joints that should be greased peri-
odically. They may be the cause of the 
rattle experienced by Hay.
John Kaehms | Lafayette, California

That’s a lot of steering free play. It must 
have been a harrowing ride before the 
modifications! Sometimes it’s possible 
to adjust some of the free play out 
of the steering box. To locate play or 
looseness, have an assistant move the 
steering wheel back and forth (vehicle 
parked, engine off, wheels chocked) 
just to the limits of the free play. 
Looking underneath, the movement 
can be observed and determined if 
the looseness is in the steering box, 
steering column joints, tie rod ends, etc.

Hydraulic Pump Failure
On a recent trip to the southeastern 
part of the country, the hydraulic pump 
that powers the power steering and the 
fan on our 2001 Newmar Dutch Star on 
a Spartan chassis with the Cummins 
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COACH & POWERTRAIN

350 ISC motor failed. The breakdown 
happened in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina. We were towed to Cummins 
Atlantic in Spartanburg. The problem 
was diagnosed promptly, but the fix 
would not be. The pump is made by 
Casappa S.p.A., which has a factory in 
Batavia, Illinois; however, this particular 
pump is built by its facility in Italy and is 
proprietary to Spartan chassis (which 
means there are none sitting on a shelf 
anywhere). It gets better! They were on 
backorder for eight weeks. I contacted 
Spartan to confirm what the Cummins 
facility had told us. We were told that 
there were eight pumps ordered and 
we were seven on the list. That means 
there were eight vehicles down waiting 
for the same part. 

We spent the next two weeks 
trying to get the old pump rebuilt, but 
after several unsuccessful attempts, 
the repair facility was able to get us 
together enough so we could get to a 
campground and wait for the pump to 
arrive. Sure enough, we got a call that 
the pump had arrived and that it was 
being shipped overnight to Cummins 
Atlantic. The shop got us in and out on 
the same day. 

If your motorhome’s pump hasn’t 
failed yet, it will. It has an aluminum 
housing with steel insides, and a friend 
of mine who rebuilt pumps for a living 
said that is a combination meant to fail. 
If there are more than 100,000 miles 
on your rig, you may want to order 
one and keep it for a rainy day. The 
Casappa part No. is PLP20.20-07S1. 
The Spartan part No. is 1441-FF1-001.
Tom Ranly | Benson, Arizona

Thanks for sharing your story. I’m glad 
you finally got it fixed. Many diesel 
owners don’t realize how essential 
the hydraulic pump is and take it for 
granted until it fails. As a former truck 
center service manager, I can tell you 
from experience that unfortunately 
many parts problems like this don’t 
become evident through the supply 
chain until someone is stuck needing 
one. I’m a bit surprised your pump 
couldn’t be rebuilt, or a used one found 
from a salvage yard to get you going at 
least temporarily. 

Fuel Starvation — Tip
In regard to Dan Knowlton’s “Fuel 
Starvation?” question in the January 
issue, I had the same problem on my 
1988 P-30 Chevy chassis. After trying a 
couple of new fuel pumps, fuel filters, 
fuel lines, etc., I discovered that the 
design of the fuel tank was such that 
the filler tube entered lower on the side 
of the tank, creating a vacuum space 
in the area above the filler tube as fuel 
was used. I also discovered that the vent 
tube had sagged over time, creating a 
sort of P-trap that filled with fuel when I 
filled the tank to capacity, not allowing a 
proper venting of the tank and creating 
a partial vacuum until the fuel level had 
gone down past the fill tube. Knowlton 
had mentioned his motorhome’s 
engine ran OK with a half-tank of fuel. 
I corrected the vent tube problem and 
the old Chevy runs like a top. I hope this 
helps Knowlton with his rig.
Ron Williams | Las Vegas, Nevada

Improper venting can certainly cause 
symptoms similar to a failing fuel 
pump, and sagging lines filled with fuel 
can block the venting. This must have 
been frustrating, to say the least! Your 
solution totally makes sense, and I’ll 
pass it along to our readers. Thanks 
for sharing your experience, Ron.

Multimedia Unit Problem — 
Solution?
In the “Multimedia Unit Problem” in 
the February issue, Joe Mendygral 
had a question concerning his Jensen 
multimedia receiver. He reported 
that the sound cuts out intermittently 
while driving. I also have a Jensen 
multimedia receiver and had the same 
symptoms. In my case, the GPS was 
turned on at the same time as the 
radio. In the system setup there is 
a parameter for setting the volume 
level for the GPS. Because I did not 
have the volume for the GPS set high 
enough, every time the GPS attempted 
to provide driving instructions, the 
radio cut out (as it should) and all I 
heard was silence. When I changed 
the parameter for the GPS volume 

to be louder, the radio cut out was 
replaced with GPS driving instructions. 
That would explain why the problem 
occurs only when the motorhome is 
moving. Check your multimedia setup 
parameters for volume. 
Joe Jama | Camp Hill, Pennsylvania

Thanks for sharing your tip, Joe. I 
heard from several readers, including 
Pierre Vachon, who stated, “... with this 
system for some reason, the navigation 
volume on the GPS goes to zero from 
time to time. So when you would be 
getting voice guidance from the unit 
the music is muted. It took me a while 
to realize what the problem was. I still 
don’t know why this happens because 
sometimes the voice guidance works 
fine, but sometimes it’s zero volume 
and that’s when there is a gap in the 
music.” Hopefully this gives owners 
enough information to coexist with 
these quirky systems.

Carpenter Ant Comment
A year ago we had a carpenter ant in-
festation in our RV. The ants ignored 
regular ant traps. Eventually, I 
discovered that sprinkling boric-acid 
powder did the trick. It took about a 
week to get rid of all of the ants, but 
as I understand it, the ants track the 
particles back to the queen, so you kill 
the colony. Boric-acid powder isn’t 
as easy to get as it was in the past. 
Pharmacies occasionally carry it, and 
it’s relatively inexpensive, too. 
Roger Marble | Ravenna, Ohio

Thanks for sharing your solution, 
Roger. Carpenter ants can be par-
ticularly nasty and aggressive, and 
powdered boric acid is an inexpensive 
and effective deterrent. I’ve used it to 
get rid of ants and yellow jackets, and 
it works great.

Lifting Windshield Wipers 
We have a 2006 Damon Daybreak 
with pantograph-style windshield 

wiper arms. At highway speeds (50 
mph or greater) the wiper comes 
away from the windshield and only 

104  MotorHome  May 2018

MH1805-coach powertrain.indd   2/23/18   11:59 AM   - 104 -    (Cyan)MH1805-coach powertrain.indd   2/23/18   11:59 AM   - 104 -    (Magenta)MH1805-coach powertrain.indd   2/23/18   11:59 AM   - 104 -    (Yellow)MH1805-coach powertrain.indd   2/23/18   11:59 AM   - 104 -    (BlacK)



CLUB SALE

ONLY
$695

YOUR ESSENTIAL 2018 
RV TRAVEL GUIDE RESOURCE!

• UPDATED! 12,000+ Campgrounds,
 RV Parks and Services

• INCLUDES 2,200+ Good Sam Parks,
 Good Sam's Trusted 10/10W/10 Ratings

• OVER $1,000 SAVINGS 
 with Camping World Coupons

• EASY user-friendly, full-color
 state and provincial maps

• PLUS, Ultimate RV Trips, RV buying advice, lifestyle tips & MUCH MORE!

NEW!

2018 Good Sam RV Travel & Savings 
Guide #111897 | Reg. $19.95  | °

CLUB MEMBERS

Save 65%

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters NationwideGS
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DON’T MISS OUT—ORDER TODAY!
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clears the upper and lower section of 
the blade path. This leaves the center 
portion with a smear. I have not been 
able to correct this problem, nor have I 
found anyone who can help.
Richard Pozzebon 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada

Since this is the only complaint 
I’ve ever had about wiper 

blades lifting at speed, I don’t think 
it’s universal across that brand and 
suggest that you check the force that 
the wiper arm springs exert (by pulling 
out on them) compared to known 
good ones on another motorhome. 
Replace the arms that have weak 
springs. Another item that may help 
is SUREWIPE wiper springs (800-923- 
2317, http://surewipe.com). These 
springs are available in three sizes and 
supplement the springs in the arms. 

‘Summerizing’ a Motorhome
Every year we see articles about 
winterizing an RV, but we never 

hear about “summerizing.” Snowbirds 
who park their RVs year-round in 
places like Florida and return to them 
in the winter months have told me that 
before you leave in May and return 
home, you should do certain things, 
such as placing trays of cat litter inside 
the motorhome to prevent black mold 
from forming. What are your thoughts?
James Recco | Albion, New York

Summerizing isn’t quite as 
complex as winterizing because 

you don’t have to worry about 
freezing weather bursting pipes and 
water tanks. Kitty litter is one way of 
absorbing some of the moisture inside, 
but there are other types of drying 
agents that are far more effective. 
DampRid (https://damprid.com) offers 
a number of affordable products to 
help avoid mold and mildew resulting 
from excessive moisture in the interior.

I also recommend allowing a little 
ventilation all the time by keeping a 
vent slightly open (with a screen to keep 
critters out and a roof-vent cover such 
as MaxxAir or Fan-Tastic Vent, available 
from Camping World (www.camping 

HOOK UP YOUR TRAILER 
IN SECONDS!

www.iballhitchcam.com

• 100% Wireless & Portable
• Easy—Installs in Seconds!
• Magnetic & Submersible Camera
• Trailers (Boat, Camper, Horse, ATV, livestock and More!)
• Pro Model Now Available

Info/Buy Now: 1-877-298-2055 or visit our website at:

Plus Get Up to $50 Off, 
Use Promo Code MH518

WIRELESS TRAILER HITCH CAMERA

Plus Get Up to $50 Off, 

IN SECONDS!IN SECONDS!

Starting at
$169.95$169.95

Pro Digital Model
$229.99

A luxurious clubhouse, full catering kitchen and activities center for outstanding social events. Huge lots with

20/30/50 amps and fiber optic cable/Internet. Premium creek-side lots with enlarged patio area, perfect for your

Class A, B or C motorhome, or 5th Wheel. We also have luxury log cabins for sale or rent.

Extraordinary starts at only $39,900*. Call or visit today!
Come spend a night and stay a lifetime in your new mountain home.

       

A luxurious clubhouse, full catering kitchen and activities center for outstanding social events. Huge lots with

20/30/50 amps and fiber optic cable/Internet. Premium creek-side lots with enlarged patio area, perfect for your

Say goodbye to ordinary RV living! Enjoy the scenic North Georgia Mountains surrounded by
the picturesque Coosa and Anderson creeks. Relax with resort-style five-star amenities.

*available for limited time

Say goodbye to ordinary RV living! Enjoy the scenic North Georgia Mountains surrounded by
the picturesque Coosa and Anderson creeks. Relax with resort-style five-star amenities.

WELCOME TO EXTRAORDINARY

See all that we have to offer at www.CrossingCreeksRVResort.com or call 706-835-1111

CCreeksMotorhomeMagAdV2_02-14-17FinalMech.qxp_Layout 1  7/19/17  1:38 PM  Page 1iB
al

l 
H

it
ch

 C
am

, 
C

ir
cl

e 
1

2
9

 o
n 

R
ea

de
r 

S
er

vi
ce

 C
ar

d
C

ro
ss

in
g 

C
re

ek
s 

R
V 

R
es

or
t,

 C
ir

cl
e 

1
0

6
 o

n 
R

ea
de

r 
S

er
vi

ce
 C

ar
d

106  MotorHome  May 2018

MH1805-coach powertrain.indd   2/23/18   12:18 PM   - 106 -    (Cyan)MH1805-coach powertrain.indd   2/23/18   12:18 PM   - 106 -    (Magenta)MH1805-coach powertrain.indd   2/23/18   12:18 PM   - 106 -    (Yellow)MH1805-coach powertrain.indd   2/23/18   12:18 PM   - 106 -    (BlacK)



888-748-5702GoodSamESP.com/MH0518

*All program benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Terms & Conditions. ESP is available to U.S. residents only. Designed for the Good Sam Club by Affinity Brokerage, LLC. ©2018    
Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly 
prohibited. All rights reserved. ADMH0518 GSP54215 - 0118

THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING 
UNEXPECTED AROUND THE 
NEXT CORNER.
MAKE SURE A REPAIR  
BILL ISN’T ONE OF THEM.

The Extended Service Plan pays to fix mechanical breakdowns, guaranteed.

100% Money-Back Guarantee - Backed by Good Sam
All Motorhome Plans are Backed by an A+ Rated Insurer
We Pay the Entire Repair Bill Directly to the Service Center
Free 22-point RV Inspections at Camping World
We Pay for Travel Expenses When Your RV’s in the Shop—
Included at No Extra Cost! 

P
P
P
P

P
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LIMITED-TIME OFFER – Ends April 30, 2018. Sign up Now!

CALL 1-800-606-9814 or visit GoodSamTravelAssist.com
†Good Sam Club members’ service calls are prioritized. *Introductory o�er for Good Sam Members who are first-time buyers only. 

O�er expires April 30, 2018. ©2018 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC.  
Unauthorized use of any of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GTA54285 - 0118

NO HEALTH SCREENS REQUIRED! NO AGE LIMITS!

We’ve got you covered 
where insurance  

leaves o�.
$129.99

PLANS STARTING AT

$129.99

PLANS STARTING AT

$7999*

Family coverage available—to protect you  
& your family in the event of an accident or 

illness while traveling.

Covers costs NOT covered by most
insurance or Medicare.

Annual Membership costs
hundreds less than competitors

like MedJet or SkyMed

Worldwide Coverage for any  
type of travel. Includes cruises,  

air travel, and road trips!

Emergency Medical Transportation

RV/Vehicle Returned to Your Home 

Transportation Home 

Prescription & Glasses Replacement Assistance  

Return of Deceased Remains 

Pet Care & Return Assistance

WHY TRAVELASSIST?

WHAT DOES TRAVELASSIST COVER?

Club Members Enjoy VIP Assistance†

GTA54285 May MH-TL Ad.indd   1 1/22/18   10:00 AM

COACH & POWERTRAIN

Contact our experts: 
Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750 
Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 
93036 (please include your name, city 
and state). Selected letters will be an-
swered in the magazine, but time does 
not permit individual replies.

Have a Tech Question?

world.com) and other RV dealers. 
All systems should be operated and 

tested. Batteries should be checked, and 
terminals cleaned and tested. Another 
important task is taking care of the 
freshwater system. After the motorhome 
has been in storage, the tank should be 
drained and refilled, while adding ¼ cup 
of bleach for each 15 gallons of water. 
Then a box of baking soda can be added 
to freshen up the water’s smell and taste. 
Water should be run through all the 
plumbing, the pump should be activated, 
and the campground water pressure 
should be tested on the coach. 
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For information on Marketplace Advertising rates contact Terry Thompson at 206-310-6234RV MARKETPLACE

Senior, Veteran, Combo Discounts!

Luxurious, Self-Ventilating Mattress
Natural, Cool,  Washable Covers

Only Adjustable for PlatformsOnly Adjustable for Platforms

Frame Length

www.luxuryrv.axelbloom.com

Normal Access To
Storage  with  Short

Frame Option

Lift Storage Lid

Raise back 
of Adjustable

Storage 
Hinge

(Up to 30 Inches)(42 - 50 Inches)

german schlafsystemmegerman schlafsystemmegerman schlafsystemme

MADE IN AUSTRIAMADE IN AUSTRIAMADE IN AUSTRIA

Starting at 
$898!

German Beds

Lasts over 12 Months
poliglowproducts.com

Watch instructional video  •  800-922-5013
FREE SHIPPING COUPON CODE: MH18   

As seen in  
MotorHome  

Dec. 2016

Poli Glow 
Restores

Faded Surfaces

Lasts over 12 Months

Get the Sheen Back
Before

After
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CENTRAL FLORIDA RV HOMES-Featuring
2-car garage and 20x57 motor coach garage at
Arlington Ridge, award-winning 55+ community
in Leesburg, FL. Community features 24-hour
gatehouse, 18-hole championship golf course,
fi tness center, 2 pools, spa, sports courts and
full service restaurant/bar. From the low
$300’s. Call 844-212-7872 or visit
www.ArlingtonRidgeUSA.com 

LOTS FOR SALE

Hearthside Grove, luxury motorcoach resort
in Patoskey, MI. Oversized lot, 22x22 outdoor 
kitchen, waterfall w/goldfi sh pond, fi re pit, 
200sf bungalow, well landscaped. Lot #33 
$349,900.  Contact: 941-730-4575 or 
lighthouserv1@yahoo.com 

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES

High Quality Mail Forwarding State-of-the-art
Acct Mgmt tools! Req scans for urgent letters
& contents. Mail shipped on your sched. Auto
obvious junk mail shredding. Unique phys address
in FL. No State income tax. Plans as low as $9/mo.
877-388-2753 • www.goodsammailservice.com
New Android App Available

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!!
866-747-3700

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s. 
RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s. 
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

Reunion Pointe A Port Home Comm Located 
in Foley, AL Homes & Club House avail. for 
tours Mon-Sat. 7 Floor Plans Avail visit 
www.ReunionPointe.com  Test Drive 3 
nights & 4 days for $299.00. Call 
1-800-506-9824  Info@ReunionPointe.com
Wayne@ReunionPointe.com 

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT - FROSTPROOF, FLA
•Manufactured Home Lots, RV Port Lots
•New Home/Lot Packages from the $130s
•1-863-635-3685. www.lilylake.com

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village
Rentals available for Pull-throughs,
Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas
956-585-5568 www.bentsenpalm.com

ACCESSORIES

12-Volt Cooling for RVs
TurboKOOL Evaporative “Swamp” Coolers
Powered by Battery and/or Solar.
Cools your RV (up to 30° reduction) 
Please visit www.TurboKool.com 

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant--good to 300˚ F. 5-year warranty. 
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401
To sell 800-952-0401
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

Travel Resorts of America membership
includes Gettysburg Battlefi eld and
Sycamore Lodge campgrounds
For sale by owner. Call 856-630-9898

HELP WANTED

BUILDING PRO the OUT HOUSE MASTERS Sales Reps
Vinyl Wrap Your RV & go on the road.
Selling Modular RV Park Bath House Buildings, Meeting
Rooms, School and Church Classrooms & Office Modulars
to RV Parks, Churches, Private Schools and Daycares.
Email your resume to bill@buildingpro.com

HOMES FOR SALE

Small town Texas 5 acres joining 25 acre priv 
lake full of fi sh. 1 bd cottage, 75x30 RV/Auto 
Cover. Out buildings, 5 min to grocery and 
hospital.  Quiet neighborhood. Asking $185K. 
254-727-1480

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Now, more money-saving  
reasons to join!

GoodSamClub.com
Join today at

• Good Sam RV Park Camping Discounts
• Camping World Club Pricing
• Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane & Dump  
 Station Discounts 
• Plus Many More!

1.800.234.3450or call
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NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or
diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.
Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

WANTED
Have Cash, Will Travel
2005 & newer gas & diesel coaches
2005 & newer toy hauler
www.rvgone.com
Nationwide Pick Up. Toll Free 1-800-669-1807

We can sell your RV Fast & for the Highest Price
Florida’s #1 Consignment RV Sales Center
Conveniently located on the Space Coast in 
Titusville, FL. Pickup available. Visit us at
Eaglespriderv.com or call Al @ 321-383-4495

I BUY MOTORHOMES
CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 210-287-2628

RECREATION VEHICLES FOR SALE

100,000+ New & Used RVs for Sale on RVT.COM ®
Search by Owner and Dealer Listings.
Sell an RV with a Free or Until Sold ad!
www.RVT.com or 1-877-705-0025

RV ONLINE - visit us at RVONLINE.COM
Buying or selling an RV?
$39.95, 4 month Nationwide Ad!
1000’s have listed and SOLD -- 831-475-5533

RV FINANCING

THE ORIGINAL RV FINANCING ONLINE
LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM • Facebook.com/rvloans
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

RV SPACES FOR RENT

LARGE RV SPACES 55+, Bellfl ower, CA
POOL, CLUBHOUSE, ACTIVITIES, WIFI
Website: rosewoodland.com/mhp
Rosewoodrvpark@gmail.com 562-867-3227

888.783.4009    813.783.4000

WE BUY & SELL LUXURY MOTORHOMES.  
Huge hand-picked inventory.  MotorHomeFinders.com

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model motorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign
vogtrv.com - (817) 831-4222

WANTED USED DIESELS
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS
NATIONWIDE PICKUP
(602) 421-3870

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes.
All makes and models.No hassles. 
For instant cash call Keith Roy 
(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

CASH FOR RV’S   FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP.
WE PAY CASH FOR GAS AND DIESEL MOTORHOMES.
TURN YOUR MOTORHOME INTO CASH TODAY.
CALL  509-994-0718     

I BUY MOTORHOMES
CALL GAVIN...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 321-332-8410

NATIONWIDE RV BUYER
Searching for 2007 and newer Pre-Owned RVs
Call 303.717.0880 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com
www.rvbuyerswest.com

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

3 Locations in So. California! 800-961-4464
San Marcos-Off Hwy 78-Camping World
Accessory Store on Site.
Santee - Off Hwy 67 @ Riverford
Palm Desert - Off I-10 @ Washington St.
Over 400 Motorhomes & Towables!
HOLLANDRVCENTERS.COM

HOLLAND MOTOR HOMES - Michigan
Renegade Super C + Sprinter RV’s
www.holland-motorhomes.com
800-221-7197

MOTORHOMES WANTED

 

$ RV BUYERS OF AMERICA $  
WE BUY YEAR 2008 & NEWER DIESEL 

& GAS • FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP  
TOLL FREE  1-888-782-8987  

www.rvbuyersusa.com 
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE 
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SERVICES

TAX FREE Montana Vehicle Registration

Avoid high licensing fees and sales tax

Assisting clients worldwide with Montana 
vehicle registration for over 19 years.

Jared S. Heggen, Licensed Attorney 
888-777-5032 | heggenlawoffice.com

Register your Vehicle & SAVE THOUSANDS

$800 for a 1 day MT LLC and RV Registration
All fees incl. Plates in your hands in 3 days.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com
Call for more info 406-552-0004.

NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass 
All makes and models, National warranty 
$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save 
over the past 23 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for 
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed
Montana Attorney for an understanding of
LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals
to get a comprehensive explanation.
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
Setup a Montana LLC today with the most
experienced company in the industry!
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

CLASSIFIED RATES

Display Classifi ed Advertising Rate
1” ad B/W ........................................... $395
2” ad B/W ........................................... $675
Add $75 for color. 
Frequency discounts apply.

Optional Red Type
For your ad to appear in red type, add $50  
for Commercial ad, add $25 for Private Party

Photos
For ad with picture, add $65 (B/W or color 
print acceptable; high-resolution digital 
image preferred).
Limit one photo per ad.

Contact: Katey Purgatorio
Phone:  847-229-6756
Fax: 270-495-6278 
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

To avoid paying taxes,
There are laws you must know.
Thus, speak to an attorney,
Not a salesman who just wants your dough!
www.bennettlawoffi cepc.com 866-543-5803
Three Montana attorneys on staff.

TOURS

Guided RV Tours & Rallies
Lower 48•Alaska•Canada•Overseas
Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-872-7897 or 
www.adventurecaravans.com
 

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES
Pre-Planned Routes, Expert Guides and
Safe Travel-North America & Overseas.
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496

WANTED

Wanted: Old race car or sports car. Prefer
prewar (WWII) but will consider others.
Retired and looking for a fun project.
What is in your garage collecting dust?
Dave 757-254-1989

SHURfl o, a division of Pentair Inc.
800-854-3218, www.shurfl o.com

Source

long and similar to water hoses) must 
be used to connect the PEX lines to 
the pump inlet and outlet barbs. Kits 
for this specifi c purpose are available 
at RV supply stores. 
Replacing the water pump head 
assembly may stop the pulsing action, 
if it’s been determined that there are 
no other restrictions in the water line. 
If the pump is bolted directly to a 
wood fl oor, its vibrations can rever-
berate through the fl oor structure. 
Consider mounting the pump on a 
secondary piece of wood and mount 
the wood to the fl oor via foam rubber 
blocks and contact adhesive, but not 
with screws, which will also transmit 
vibrations.
Various restrictions in the water 
lines, such as a kinked line or calcium 
buildup in the fi xtures, can cause the 
water pump to short cycle when the 
showerhead or a faucet is wide open, 
as can a misadjusted pressure switch. 
Follow the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions exactly to adjust the pressure 
switch. Accumulator tanks, specifi cally 
designed for RVs, can be installed near 
the water pump to help mitigate short 
cycling, which could also be caused 
by inadequate water-line sizing. Make 
sure the pump is designed to be used 
with an accumulator tank.
If low water pressure at the shower 
head is experienced, the problems can 
be attributed to restrictions in the line, 
an inadequately sized water pump for 
the system, a worn valve assembly, low 
voltage, a defective vacuum breaker at 
the shower diverter, or simple debris 
blocking the shower head or faucet 
fi lter screen, which is easy to check 
and clean. A high-fl ow pump will often 
restore proper water pressure.

As one of the lifeblood systems in any 
self-contained motorhome, keeping 
the water fl owing at good pressure 
enhances the experience — and 
curtails the stress of a poorly function-
ing demand pump. 

(continued from page 80)
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THE ROAD AHEAD

If there’s anything the years have taught me, it’s that life is a matter of perspec-
tive. This is particularly true of motorhome travel. With the elevated height of 
our coaches and the wide expanse of windshield before us, we just naturally 

have a better perspective on the world passing by than most travelers. 

As much as I like the view from 
behind the steering wheel, however, I 
can tell you I’d trade it in a heartbeat 
for a seat even higher off the ground. 
And I know whereof I speak: from 
unpowered paragliders, sailplanes and 
hot air balloons to blimps, helicopters 
and fi ghter-trainers, you name it and 
I’ve fl own in it. In other words, I’m a 
fl ying geek.

Which is why a humble event in 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, has been on my 
to-do list for quite some time. I’m 
talking, of course, about the festival of 
recreational aviation known as the EAA 
AirVenture (800-564-6322, www.eaa.
org/en/airventure), which takes place 
this year from July 23-29.

Now, for those of you who have 
managed to remain blissfully unaware 
of the event, allow me to paint you a 
picture. From its humble roots in 1953, 
the Experimental Aircraft Association 
(EAA) event has grown to attract as 
many as 12,000 planes and more than 
500,000 spectators from 80 countries 
over the course of its weeklong run. 

In fact, AirVenture is said to be the 
largest general aviation event in the 
world. During its annual operation, 

the control tower at this usually sleepy 
airport 90 miles north of Milwaukee 
launches and lands more planes 
per day than the world’s busiest 
commercial airline hubs. 

The festival’s inbound aircraft run 
the gamut from the tiniest single-
person ultralights to massive military 
transports like the U.S. Air Force’s C-5 
Galaxy, an aircraft that can swallow 
fi ve full-size helicopters. It’s this broad 
spectrum of fl ying machines that gives 
the event its tag line: “If it fl ies, you’ll 
see it at Oshkosh.”

Because of the sponsoring organi-
zation’s bent toward homebuilt aircraft, 
which are required by the Federal 
Aviation Administration to be clearly 
labeled “experimental,” you’ll fi nd row 
after row of planes put together by 
the same folks who fl ew them into the 
event. The variety is enough to boggle 
the mind.

Equally staggering is the number 
of historic warbirds that have been 
lovingly restored to fl yable condition. 
In many cases, there are so many 
otherwise remarkable planes — say, 
the relatively rare World War II-era 
P-51 Mustang — gathered in one 
place, you run the risk of becoming 
blasé about aircraft you’d ordinarily be 
drooling over. 

While all that’s well and good, this 
event is about airplanes, and airplanes 
are meant to fl y. And fl y they do, in the 
form of everything from old-fashioned 
barnstorming-style shows complete 
with wing-walkers, to performances 
by some of the world’s best aerobatic 
pilots. There are even oddities like an 
aerobatic helicopter and nighttime 
air shows complete with planes lit up 
by LED lights. And don’t forget the 
remote-controlled drones!

There are fl yovers by the aforemen-
tioned historic warbirds in attendance, 
as well as special guest appearances 
from the latest military hardware 
ranging from the fl ying wing-like B-2 
Spirit Stealth Bomber to the cutting-
edge F-35 fi ghter. Military precision 
fl ying teams like the U.S. Navy’s Blue 
Angels also put on quite a show.

Now, I admit I may have just gone 
on a bit. But don’t take my word for 
the wonders of EAA’s AirVenture: Go 
experience it for yourself. After all, 
that’s why we’re all out here, looking 
for the next big thing along The Road 
Ahead. 

Look! Up in the Sky!
No longer relegated to old-timey superhero 
movies, this exclamation takes on new life every 
July at Oshkosh, Wisconsin’s EAA AirVenture

By Alan Rider

“ … Don’t take my word for the wonders of EAA’s 
AirVenture: Go experience it for yourself.”

It’s a Plane! 

From left: Visitors to EAA’s AirVenture are 
treated to close-up looks at legends like the 
famed B-1. The Canadian Harvard Aerobatic 
Team (CHAT) delights the crowd below.
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Here’s to 30 years of family getaways, livable features, and to never forgetting
why we travel. The 2019 Bounder, an industry leader that’s always a step above. 

Visit FleetwoodRV.com/Journey
to Check Out the All-New 2019 Bounder

Fleetwood RV, Circle 133 on Reader Service Card
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the ultimate motorhome 

          Of Choice 
                                                                        

  

 

  
 

At Newell, we want your coach to be uniquely yours. You’ll work with 
our design team to choose everything from its �oorplan to its �nishes, 
using the highest-quality materials available. With the only coach on 

the market built on its own custom body and chassis, Newell o�ers true 
�exibility and freedom so you can take the good life with you.

 To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com or call 1-888-3NEWELL
Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 127 on Reader Service Card
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