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With that said, you may notice 
some changes to the front section of 
MotorHome: More adventure, more 
activities and more out-of-the-box 
thinking. Many of us selected our 
mobile lifestyles to get more in tune 
with nature, and our new content is 
“more” focused on doing just that. 

The reboot brings along a new 
voice who will pen Trek, a monthly 
column detailing his nature-focused 
lifestyle and adventures. Chuck 
Graham is a freelance writer and 
photographer based in Carpinteria, 
California, where he’s been a lifeguard 
on the beach for 26 years. Graham also 
leads kayak tours at Channel Islands 
National Park, and has been paddling 
the chain for a quarter century. His 
exploits have been published in a 
variety of outdoor-centric, national 
publications, and we think Graham and 
his expert insights make the perfect 
addition to the MotorHome family.

Another new addition is the Outfi t 
department. Inspired by the Trek 
column, Outfi t will feature apparel and 
accessories one might need to partake 

of a similar adventure, or that would be 
equally at home in a closet or storage 
compartment of your motorhome.

Eagle-eyed readers will also notice 
something different about P.O. Box. As 
you know, we feature a Question of the 
Month in every issue, asking for input on 
personal experiences. For a look at the 
lighter side of things, we have enlisted 
illustrator Joe Schmidt to include his 
own humorous take on each question. 
Schmidt has been a motorhome owner 
for more than 40 years, and began il-
lustrating, as he puts it, “Since I could 
put a pencil in my hand.” He fell in love 
with the outdoors at an early age, and 
continues to explore the country along 
with his wife, Sue, from the comfort of 
their 33-foot Winnebago Adventurer.

In addition to some new faces, this 
issue also includes an old favorite, one 
that focuses on, well, favorites. Beginning 
on page 24, we hand out the gold, silver 
and bronze medals for RV products, 

ON RAMP

Welcome to Adventure
By Kristopher Bunker

Connect with us at motorhome.com and follow us at            MotorHomeMagazine               TrailerLifeDIY              motorhome_magazine and follow us at            MotorHomeMagazine               TrailerLifeDIY              motorhome_magazine and follow us at            MotorHomeMagazine               TrailerLifeDIY              motorhome_magazine and follow us at            MotorHomeMagazine               TrailerLifeDIY              motorhome_magazine

Contributors | January

Ann Eichenmuller is a Virginia writer 
who loves traveling with husband, 
Eric, in their Minnie Winnie. Ann is 
the author of four books, including 
her recent mystery, The Lies We Are 
(www.hightidepublications.com).

Chuck Graham is a freelance writer 
and photographer. His work has been 
published in national publications 
such as “Backpacker,” “Canoe & 
Kayak” and “Outdoor Photographer.” 
www.chuckgrahamphoto.com

Chris Hemer has been an RV 
journalist and photographer for 
nearly 20 years. An avid outdoor 
enthusiast, he enjoys camping, 
motorcycle riding, mountain biking 
and hiking. http://chrishemer.com

“ Many of us selected our mobile lifestyles 
to get more in tune with nature. ”

services and accessories, as voted on by 
our readers. The “2018 Readers’ Choice 
Awards” features a number of repeat 
winners, and a couple of surprises as 
well. Let the debates begin!

As the times are changing, so, 
too, is MotorHome, but there are 
certain things that won’t ever change. 
MotorHome will always continue 
to fi nd its center on the latest and 
greatest in new motorhomes and ac-
cessories, with expert tips on main-
tenance and installations, in addition 
to premier destinations from coast to 
coast (and sometimes beyond).

This month’s test vehicle — the 
Tiffi n Allegro Bus 45 OPP (page 44) 
— represents the kind of balance 
between on-road performance and 
upscale luxury we love to see, while 
“Finding Hemingway,” beginning on 
page 19, is exactly the type of enriching 
destination we enjoy exploring.

This is an exciting time for 
MotorHome and the RV industry in 
general, as we continue to evolve to 
meet the needs — and expectations — 
of our valuable readers. We’d like to 
hear your thoughts on the reboot, or on 
anything motorhome-related. Please 
send comments to info-motorhome
magazine@goodsam.com. 

Reboots seem to be all the rage these days. From TV shows to 
movies to fashion trends and even motorhomes, putting a fresh 
spin on something that’s already established is an important 
part of staying ahead of the curve. And, with technology 

evolving faster than ever, changing on the fl y is a common occurrence, 
and one that is often embraced with open arms.
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At Newmar, we don’t just take the responsibility of handcrafting your 

coach seriously, we take it personally. Because our goal is not to win 

your trust, but to earn it, every single time you hit the road. And with 

50 new floor plans available across our 2019 lineup, there has never 

been a better time to experience the Newmar di erence for yourself. 

See them all at NewmarCorp.com
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Featured Letter

That’s the question we asked in the October 2018 issue, and here are 
some of the responses we received.

P.O. BOX FROM OUR READERS

If your motorhome is equipped with a corner bed 
— or even if you have such a setup in your stick 
home — do you have any tips and tricks on how to 
easily (and effectively) install the bottom sheet?

Easier Said Than Done?
My advice to A. D. Elliott regarding a 
bottom sheet — buy another motorhome 
that doesn’t have a cut-corner bed. 
We had a rear slide and it was almost 
as bad, so we just bought a bigger 
motorhome that has a side slide where 
the bed is easier to make.
Linda Davidson | Benton, Louisiana

Lazy Days (and Nights)
We have a 26-foot Winnebago Aspect 
Class C with a corner short queen 
bed. After an extended trip, my 
husband, who is an avid carpenter 
and woodworker, commented on 
how the 84-inch-wide booth/dinette 

You Sew and Sew

Queen Me
I have a 2015 Winnebago Minnie Winnie 
22R Class C with a chopped-off corner 
bed, but I have no problem making my 
corner bed. I have a queen-size bed 
pad with elastic straps to hold onto the 
corners (for the “chopped-off” corner, 
I just tuck it in underneath). On top 
of that, I have a queen-size Travasak 
that has sheets that are held in with 
hook-and-loop fastener. It is easy to 
make the bed, I just zip up the sides, 
straighten it out a little and I’m done. I 
have a throw blanket that I put on top 
of the Travasak to “dress up” the bed 
and cover the mattress and bed pad. 
For me, making the bed is painless!
Armand Vaquer | Jamestown, New Mexico

was neither comfortable to sit in 
or sleep on. To make a long story 
short, he removed the booth, which 
is on a slide, and fi nished it out with 
two Bradd and Hall Lambright Lazy 
Relaxor Recliners with optional 
folding side tables. We solved our 
problems in a very comfortable way.
Jim and Linda Gill | via email

Spin Cycle
I put the sheet on one side top and 
bottom, turn the mattress and do the 
other side. I realize you might not be 
able to do this, but our mattress is only 
6 inches high so it’s quite easy to do. 
Hope this helps.
Michele Dehann | via email Armand Vaquer | Jamestown, New MexicoArmand Vaquer | Jamestown, New MexicoArmand Vaquer

We have a 2002 Four Winds Class C with a corner bed that 
has always been a challenge to make. There is no way to 
crawl to the top of the bed, tuck in the sheets and back off 
the bed without messing up the bed again. 

Our solution requires three steps: 1) Attach pieces of 
heavy-duty hook-and-loop tape with adhesive backing to the 
three walls surrounding the bed, just below the top of the 
mattress, so they do not show over the mattress. We placed 
two pieces on the wall at the top of the mattress, and two 
pieces under the bottom edge of the mattress. 2) Using a 
twin fl at sheet, sew the corresponding hook-and-loop tape 
(without adhesive) to the spots near the edges of the sheet 
that correspond to the placement on the walls. The twin 
sheet fi ts well over the queen bed since the sheet is not 
actually tucked under the mattress, and stays taut because 
of being attached to the hook-and-loop tape. That solves 
the bottom sheet problem. 3) We sewed a matching queen 

sheet to the fl at sheet across the 
bottom (with pleats to take up the 
extra width and allow foot comfort) 
and partway up each side. This 
makes a sort of sleeping bag that we 
can easily get into, and washes easily 
because it is just two sheets, not like a bulky sleeping bag.

Just to make the arrangement more versatile, we keep 
the mattress covered underneath with a matching fi tted 
queen sheet so we will not have a bare mattress at times 
when we don’t have our regular sheets on. We use navy 
sheets that match the window dressings and don’t look 
like an unmade bed.

It might sound complicated, but the bed looks better 
and there is no more frustration with tucking in the sheets 
to keep them looking neat.
Margaret McKechnie | Columbia, South Carolina
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P.O. BOX

Burrito Bedding
My wife and I own a 2018 Airstream 
Interstate. We enjoy all the comforts 
and adventures that come with owning 
a motorhome, but dread making the 
bed! Here’s our solution when dealing 
with a rear cut-corner bed.

Measure the inside width and 
length with the bed in the open 
position. Purchase a 2-inch-thick 
piece of foam rubber and cut it to the 
exact size of your inside dimensions. 
Then purchase a padded, fitted 
mattress cover. In our case, the cut 
foam pad fit perfectly flat inside a 
king-size fitted mattress cover. 

Now, picture a very large 
pillowcase: Take two flat sheets and 
cut them down to fit over the foam 
and pad. Allow an extra 5 inches of 
sheet on either side of the pad, as 
well as one end. Sew the two sides 
and the one end together. 

Turn the sewn sheets inside out 
for a clean-looking seam. The extra 
width of the sheets allows for the 
thickness of the foam and mattress 
cover, as well as easily inserting 
the pad when it’s bedtime. Add two 
pillows and a cover sheet and it’s 
bedtime, no problem. 

When traveling, the foam rolls up 
and fits nicely into a large industrial 
trash bag. The “pillowcase” sheet 
and mattress cover fold and store in 
an overhead storage. When ready for 
use, open your bed, unroll the foam 
on top of the bed, place the mattress 
cover and pillowcase sheet in place 
over the foam, done! 

No tucking, no ends popping up; 
just a comfortable night’s sleep.
Judy and Al Naar | via email
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Send your comments to:
MotorHome, 2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email 
letters@motorhomemagazine.com 

Do you own a motorhome (or know of 
one) that has a large window on the 
passenger side that allows a great view 
of your patio area? And, would you 
consider window size and placement an 
important part of the selection process?

Question of the Month
Custom Corner
We had a motorhome that had a corner 
bed. “Had” because I hated that bed — 
it was hard to make and even harder to 
crawl over my husband to get out of it. 

To deal with making the bed, I 
modified my sheet set. I took the fitted 
sheet and cut the elastic out of the 
bottom two corners, leaving only the 
two top fitted corners. Then I sewed the 
top sheet to the bottom sheet, along 
the bottom. This way I only had to tuck 
the two top corners in and flatten out 
the rest of it into the appropriate place. 
There was extra material, leaving 
plenty of room to stretch out your feet 
while your sleep. Our next motorhome 
will have a walkaround bed.
Linda DeSalvo | via email

Bottoms Up
We sacrificed our queen walk-around 
bed in order to downsize to our 25-foot 
Class C. We like to have guests, so 
I always want our bed to look nice. I 
start with my fitted sheet tucked under 
the edge of our foam topper. To make 
the bed, I first line up, tug or shift the 
bedding at the foot of the bed. Then I 
kneel on the head of the bed to put the 
rest of the sheets and covers in place. 
I can smooth out the valleys and hills 
after that. I gave up on our bed being a 
showcase. It looks decent now.

We also removed our bathroom 
door because the thickness of the 
bedding on the edge of the mattress 
made it impossible to open or close. I 
made a ceiling-to-floor curtain at the 
foot of our bed on a tension rod that we 
use for privacy.
Karen Knorr | Longview, Washington

Florida Jewels
After reading “50 More Snowbird 
Parks” in the October 2018 issue, I 
noticed that the listing for Florida omits 
two really great RV parks in Naples, 
Florida: Pelican Lake Motorcoach 
Resort and Silver Lakes Golf & RV 
Resort. These two RV parks are in a 
great Florida location for snowbirds 
and both are upscale, gated communi-
ties. Silver Lakes has three swimming 
pools, its own golf course and two 
clubhouses with more activities than 

anyone can do. Pelican Lake is a Class 
A-only community. 
Ernest Maier | via email

Room with No View
Why don’t RV manufacturers install 
larger windows on the passenger side 
of a motorhome? I want to look at my 
own patio area more than that of my 
neighbor’s.
Pat Haidet | Oxnard, California 
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ESCAPE

Moraine Lake [Banff National Park]
Surrounded by some of the most magnificent scenery in the Canadian Rockies, Moraine Lake 
dazzles with its turquoise waters nestled in the Valley of the Ten Peaks in Alberta’s Banff 
National Park. The brilliant blue-green hue is the result of light refracting off the fine particles 
of rock in the glacier run-off that flows into the lake. The road to Moraine Lake is closed 
during winter and generally reopens the third week of May, so planning ahead well in advance 
is key due to the lake’s popularity and the limited parking (especially during peak days in late 
June). The secret is to arrive early; we pulled in at 7 a.m. and got the last RV parking spot. 
Once settled in, we then took a few of the many walking/hiking trails through the woods and 
around the lake. — Morey Edelman

For more information: 403-762-8421, www.banfflakelouise.com 
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TREK
ESCAPE

While driving north on U.S. Highway 395, along California’s 
Eastern Sierra, I was contemplating the snow conditions 
and scenarios that could occur scaling Mount Whitney, the 

Lower 48’s tallest summit at 14,505 feet. Winter offers a whole other 
set of challenges when attempting to reach its lofty summit.

I was doing what I normally do with a busy work schedule 
(leading kayak tours and backpacking trips at Channel Islands 
National Park off the California coast). I drove straight from work, 
getting off the boat in the afternoon in Ventura Harbor, and by 7 
p.m. I was stretched out in the back of my truck, all wrapped up in 
my sleeping bag. Gazing at a starlit night, crisp and clear, I was all 
geared up for another ascent up Mount Whitney. This time, though, 
I was alone on the mountain, not another car at the trailhead. It was 
December and winter had settled in.

At 11 p.m. I was anxious and found myself on the Mount Whitney 
Trail, mentally preparing for another one-day summit run. However, 
I was in knee-deep snow at roughly 10,000 feet just above Outpost 
Camp, and 2½ hours later I was at Trail Camp at 12,000 feet. The 
Eastern Sierra had already received two significant snowfalls. My 

crampons searched for solid snow, my ice axe 
was easily posting half its length. The recent 
snowfall had covered most, if not all the seemingly 
endless switchbacks above Trail Camp and snow 
conditions continued to worsen as I cut my own 
steps on a steepening ascent toward the Trail 
Crest at 13,000 feet. I was consistently finding 
myself in chest-deep snow, and my pace had 
slowed considerably.

By this point sunrise had peeked above the 
daunting Inyo Mountains to the east. The expanse 
of the Owens Valley stretched out below and dark 
shadows retreated into the narrowest canyons, 
while the breathtaking Alabama Hills clustered 
to the west. I carried my 300mm lens up with me 
and took a moment to fire off a few frames of the 
stone-walled, tin-roofed summit hut on Mount 
Whitney. It looked lonely at the top, especially 
knowing I was a solo climber on the mountain.

Unfortunately, it was approaching 9 a.m. and I 
was still just below the Trail Crest. I was basically 
swimming in snow at that point and my pace had 
dwindled to that of a snail, or so it seemed. Fatigue 
was setting in. Eventually I deemed my situation 
unsafe. To go for the summit would’ve put me 
there by late afternoon at best, a foolish decision. 
I still had to climb down safely, so I turned around, 
slightly disappointed, but by managing risk I didn’t 
place myself in harm’s way. After all, the mountain 
wasn’t going anywhere, and I would be back. 

By Chuck Graham

Turning Around

“ By this point sunrise had peeked above 
the daunting Inyo Mountains to the east.”
Above: Mount Whitney is the most frequently climbed peak in California’s Sierra Nevada; adventurers need to obtain a permit before making the climb. Ph
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Mount Whitney is 
named for American 
geologist Josiah 
Dwight Whitney.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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EXTREME LUXURY   |   EXTREME PURPOSE   |   EXTREME DURABILITY

PROUDLY BUILT IN THE USA

52216 S.R.15 BRISTOL, IN 46507 | RENEGADERV.COM | 888.522.1126

Renegade RV is the fastest growing Super C manufacturer in the industry. 
a large part of the success has been the evolution and expansion of the 
Renegade lineup. From Class C Sprinters to 45’ Super C motorhomes, Renegade 
delivers the highest quality coaches in all shapes, sizes and price points. 
Experience Legendary Luxury and Quality during the Florida RV Supershow 
at the Florida State Fairgrounds in Tampa January 16th through the 20th.

Renegade comes in many 
shapes and sizes.

Which one is yours?

Renegade RV, Circle 121 on Reader Service Card
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OUTFIT
ESCAPE

 Performance Tool’s Storm 
LED Flashlight & Knife Combo 
is a great choice for outdoor 
adventure and safety. The 
knife’s 3-inch blade includes an 
inline lock/release mechanism 
and thumb stud for easy 
operation. The fl ashlight runs 
on three AAA batteries (not 
included) and delivers 65 
lumens of LED light output for 
up to 6.5 hours between battery 
changes. Submersible up to 1 
meter for increased versatility. 
MSRP: $9.99.
Camping World, 888-626-7576, 
www.campingworld.com

 Petzl Summit Ice Axe is 
designed for classic mountain-
eering in winter conditions. 
The lightweight axe offers 
anchoring performance of 
both the head and the spike. 
The curved design allows for 
increased clearance for steep 
ice. The pick and adze are both 
made of hot-forged steel, and 
the handle is cut into the adze 
for a better grip. The aluminum 
shaft features anodized fi nish 
for durability. MSRP: $149.95. 
Petzl America, 801-926-1500, 
www.petzl.com

 The Carhartt Men’s Quilted Flannel-Lined 
Work Camo Active Jacket is made with quilted 
fl annel and nylon lining in the sleeves to offer 
insulation and warmth. Triple-stitched main 
seams, integrated quilted hood with adjustable 
draw-cord closure and rib-knit cuffs and waist 
help lock out cold. The jacket is made of cotton 
duck, a sturdy fabric often used on outdoor 
clothing. Two pockets are located in the lower 
front, and two more inside provide additional 
storage. MSRP starts at $109.99.
Overton’s, 800-334-6541, www.overtons.com

 Striker Ice Climate Gloves offer insulated 
warmth, immersion-resistant protection 
and long-lasting durability in a comfortable 
and fl exible design. The 320-denier nylon 
shell is durable and the synthetic palm and 
fi ngers move easily. Fully TPU-taped seams 
prevent water intrusion, while waterproof 
inserts help keep hands dry. The gloves 
feature 3M Thinsulate insulation throughout 
for increased warmth. MSRP: $54.99.
Gander Outdoors, 888-542-6337, 
www.ganderoutdoors.com

 Sorel Caribou Winter Boots 
feature faux-fur cuffs and micro-
fl eece linings for increased 
insulation. Feet stay warm in 
temperatures down to minus 40 
degrees thanks to the removable 
felt 9mm recycled felt inner 
boot. Waterproof nubuck upper 
construction is seam-sealed 
to keep rain and snow out. The 
vulcanized rubber shell has a 
Sorel aero-trac non-loading 
outsole to assist with traction. 
MSRP: $154.99.
Gander Outdoors, 888-542-6337, 
www.ganderoutdoors.com

BOOT IT!
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EQUIP
ESCAPE

Magic Touch
The new Jensen JRV4100 
Touchscreen Multimedia 
System is designed to 
perform double duty in a 
motorhome cockpit, with 
both audio and rear-camera capabilities. The receiver is a fully 
loaded in-dash stereo featuring a 6.2-inch TFT touch screen 
display for easy control. The unit is Bluetooth compatible, offers 
MP3 and WMA playback via USB, has a front auxiliary input and 
radio with 18 presets for favorite stations. Audio on the 4100 is 
rated for four channels at 40 watts each. But the unit is also a 
full-color observation monitor, featuring a rear-camera input and 
auto-trigger wire that make this multimedia system compatible 
with virtually any wired Voyager camera. The triggering 
technology automatically shows the camera image on the screen 
when the motorhome is put in reverse, allowing the driver to see 
what’s behind the RV without having to adjust any settings.
ASA Electronics | 877-305-0445, www.asaelectronics.com

Guilt-free Campfi re
Smoke from a campfi re can be intrusive to neighbors, but 
an LP-gas-fi red pit can lessen the unwanted side effects. 
The Voyager Portable Fire Pit from Suburban is lightweight 
(less than 20 pounds), features foldable and locking legs 
for easy storage and is said to produce up to 54,000 Btu of 
smoke-free fl ames. An 8-foot hose with attached LP-gas 
regulator is included, and the 15-inch-diameter burner is 
adjustable for fl ame fl exibility. The unit comes standard 
with white natural pumice stones, but optional fi re glass is 
available for an additional cost.
Suburban, a division of Airxcel | 423-775-2131, 
www.airxcel.com/suburban

Instant Access
Staying connected while on the road remains an important 
part of modern RVing. We depend on a reliable signal and 
Wi-Fi routing for many of our everyday activities, from 
watching TV to checking emails to keeping up with social 
media. Furrion has announced two products designed to 
work together to keep the stream strong and buffer-free. 
The Access ($109.95) is a 360-degree rooftop-mounted 
device featuring dual 4G antennas for a strong signal. The 
LTE Wi-Fi Router ($349.95) provides speeds up to 150Mbps 
and has a 4G booster for improved signal strength and a 
range of up to 400 feet. It is equipped with a 2-GB Ethernet 
connection to provide wired connections to multiple devices. 
Both products have been designed to work in tandem with 
Furrion fl exible full-coverage 4G LTE data plans.
Furrion USA | 888-354-5792, www.furrion.com

Dometic’s new generation 
RMD 10 series refrig-
erator is now available to 
consumers. Previously 
available only at the manu-
facturer level, the popular 
RMD 10 features a patented 
double-hinged door allowing 
the fridge to be opened 
from either side. The door 
handle extends along the 
entire height of the refrigerator and enables easy 
opening. A new TFT display ensures a clear view 
of refrigerator settings and is controlled with an 
ergonomic knob. Fitted with an improved cooling 
unit, the RMD 10 achieves the best cooling per-
formance in its class; the freezer can achieve 
sub-zero temperatures while operating in near 
90 degree heat, according to the company. 
The RMD 10’s versatile interior space can be 
arranged with an accessory package of smart 
dividers and containers, allowing for better or-
ganization and improved visibility of refrigerator 
contents. MSRP: N/A as of press time.
Dometic Corp. | 800-366-3842, 
www.dometic.com 

Be Cool

EQUIP

Instant Access
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YOUR DESTINATION AWAITS

Learn how our warranty sets us apart.
roadtrek.com | 1-844-ROADTREK
Learn how our warranty sets us apart.

Roadtrek Motorhomes, Inc., Circle 111 on Reader Service Card
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There are dozens of reasons to visit Key West, Florida, among 
them palm trees, turquoise water and unparalleled sunsets. 
But not for me. I came in search of Hemingway. 

The free-spirited author of such classics as “A Farewell to 
Arms” is central to the history and mystique of this quirky island. 
Key West is a town that embraces its past, making it possible to 
walk the same sidewalks, drink at the same bars and even lounge 
by the same pool as the famous writer. There was just one obstacle 
to fi nding Hemingway — RV parking. 

We had left our dinghy vehicle behind on this trip, and there is 
no public parking for oversized vehicles in Old Town Key West. We 

saw a few Class B’s squeezed into 
spots, but nothing to fi t a 30-foot 
motorhome. Another camper 
saved the day by suggesting 
Fort Zachary Taylor State Park. 
Located an easy bike ride from the 
historic district, our entrance fee 

GETAWAY

Finding Hemingway

By Ann Eichenmuller

On the trail of the famous author’s favorite hangouts 
in Florida’s Key West for a delicious and rewarding 
journey through a tropical paradise 

of $6.50 (per vehicle) gave us a spot for the day 
in a waterfront lot complete with a beach, shady 
picnic area and bathrooms. And pedaling turned 
out to be the perfect way to explore Key West’s 
narrow streets. 

Our fi rst stop was the Ernest Hemingway 
Home & Museum at 907 Whitehead Street, in the 
heart of Old Town Key West. A Spanish Colonial 
built in 1851, it was renovated by Hemingway 
and his second wife, Pauline, in 1931. Visitors 
can take a guided tour of the main house, 

Getting There    
Key West is about a three-hour drive from Miami; four hours from Fort Lauderdale. Take U.S. Highway 1 south into 
the Florida Keys. Just north of Key Largo, Highway 1 becomes the Overseas Highway, a designated All American 
Road. Mile marker signs designate each mile and line the side of the road. Numbers run from 127, south of Florida 
City, down to 0 in Key West. KEY WEST, 

FLORIDA

The water around Key West is warm and clear, which is why 
snorkeling and diving are popular activities.
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Hemingway’s writing studio and the 
grounds, which include exotic trees 
and flowers as well as the famed 60-
foot-long swimming pool. Dug into 
solid coral and complete with brilliant 
underwater lights, poet Elizabeth 
Bishop wrote that it “must be visible 
to Mars.” 

As beautiful as the gardens were, 
the highlight for me was seeing 
the desk where Hemingway wrote. 
Imagine him sitting there, musing 
over a word or phrase! Though I 
must admit, I was equally fascinated 
by the cats — literally four-dozen of 
them, most polydactyl and believed 
to be descendants of Hemingway’s 

GETAWAY
KEY WEST, FLORIDA

The tour includes a look at Hemingway’s writing 
studio, overlooking the pool and gardens.

Hemingway and his fishing buddies were stranded at Fort Jefferson for 17 
days on Garden Key, one of seven islands in Dry Tortugas National Park.

Hemingway’s 
Spanish Colonial 
home was built in 
1851 and renovated 
by the author and 
his second wife in 
1931. Visitors can 
tour the main home 
and check out the 
famous swimming 
pool and lovely 
garden area.

own six-toed Snow White. While our 
guide cautioned us against sitting on 
beds or chairs, the felines stretched 
out everywhere, having made the 
museum their home.

From here we biked past Blue 
Heaven, a restaurant on Thomas 
Street that served as a bar and boxing 
arena in the 1930s, where Hemingway 
was known to referee matches. 
Next came Duval Street and another 
famous watering hole, Sloppy Joe’s. 
Reportedly “Papa’s” favorite drinking 
spot, it is actually two locations — 
the bar opened by Hemingway’s 
friend “Sloppy Joe” Russell sat at 
428 Greene Street until 1937, when 

“ As beautiful as the gardens were, the highlight for 
me was seeing the desk where Hemingway wrote. 
Imagine him sitting there, musing over a word or phrase! ”
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From far left: Captain 
Tony’s, the original 
home of Sloppy Joe’s, 
is a funky bar with a 
haunted history. Street 
musicians share their 
talents in the area 
surrounding Mallory 
Square.

it moved to Duval. The original site 
is now Captain Tony’s Saloon, an 
eclectic little bar with a tree growing 
through it that, according to legend, 
was a “hanging tree” where 17 people 
were executed. The building also once 
served as a morgue, making it a prime 
draw for ghost hunters. 

The latter Sloppy Joe’s is a 
required tourist stop, known for its 
sizable portions, ambiance and live 
music. It also provides a front row 
seat to the eclectic parade of visitors 
sightseeing up and down Duval Street. 
There we did some “people watching” 
while dining on an appetizer of conch 
fritters. We followed this up with 
lunch at a tiny alley café, where we 
had a taste of Havana — a Cuban 
sandwich (with the pulled pork that is 

a Key West staple) followed by a piece 
of famous Key Lime pie.

Our search for Hemingway 
continued in Mallory Square with a 
walk through the Key West Memorial 
Sculpture Garden. There I posed 
beside my idol, the famous writer’s 
bronze bust in the company of 
sculptures of other famous locals. 
From there we made our way to the 
Custom House Museum, stopping to 

Sea Eagle® FishSki� ™ 16
• 16’ long x 4’ 6” wide

* Weighs just 101 lbs. (hull only)
* Holds 1 or 2 people (900 lbs) or up to 

1765 lbs of people & gear
* In� ates & sets up in 10 minutes

* 6 hp Capacity  *Motors up to 17 mph
* Packs down to the size of a golf bag 

                                          Dept MH019B
19 N. Columbia St., Ste 1, Port Jefferson, NY 11777

1-800-748-8066 M-F, 9-5 EST 
Call for FREE Catalog or Visit SeaEagle.com for more info

                                          

Fits in a bag!
Packs down to just 

60” x 24” x 12”
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Shown with optional accessories.

Patent Pending

Because:  
It is stealthy, stable and sleek  
It holds 1 or 2 anglers and all their gear
It goes up to 17 mph with just a 6 hp motor
It takes nearly zero draft & goes anywhere 
It has pedestal 360° swivel seats & rod-holders
It stores in a closet or on a shelf  
It packs in car trunk, RV, SUV or truck
It in� ates & assembles in just 10 minutes
It doesn’t require a trailer or docking fees 
It costs pennies to motor all day

listen to the Caribbean beat of one of 
the many street musicians that play 
in the open spaces around Mallory 
Square.

At the Key West Art and Historical 
Society Custom House Museum, 
which was getting a facelift when we 
visited, you can get a history lesson on 
the Florida Keys through more than 
25,000 objects, from postcards, photo-
graphs and paintings, to artifacts, 

KEY CAMPGROUNDS
The Lower Keys offer dozens of camp-
grounds within an hour’s drive of Key 
West. Jolly Roger RV Resort (www.jrtp.
com), rated 7.5/10*/8 by the Good Sam 
RV Travel & Savings Guide, offers more 
than 160 full-hookup sites across 11 
acres. Plan and reserve early, as spots 
for the winter season fill up as much as a 
year in advance.
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(*prices subject to change without notice)

IMAGINE
Imagine magical sunrises starting a day of fun and adventure with friends.

Imagine Cypress Trail RV Resort, the newest luxury RV Resort in beautiful Southwest Florida.

Best of all, we welcome most types of RVs...
Lots starting in the 50’s*. Call or visit today!

The trail that leads home!

See all that we have to offer at www.CypressTrailRV.com or call (239) 333-3246

BEST SELLING
RV RESORT

IN AMERICA
FIVE YEARS IN

A ROW!

A luxurious clubhouse, heated pool, spa, tennis, tournament-quality bocce and pickleball courts, shuffleboard and a
unique dog park & pool specially created for your pooch! Large
lots up to 45' x 90' in a gated community with sidewalks. Lake-
front or back-in sites available. Hard-wired cable TV/Internet at
each site and WIFI at clubhouse.  each site and WIFI at clubhouse.  
Act Fast! Final phase now under construction.

CTrail_MHome_Ad_ThirdPage_08-21-18Mech.qxp_Layout 1  8/21/18  12:51 PM  Page 1

GETAWAY
KEY WEST, FLORIDA

textiles and ordnance, all part of the 
Museum’s permanent collection. 
There is a permanent Hemingway 
exhibit as well as changing exhibi-
tions, like the one we saw on sculptor 
Stanley Papio, known as the Junkyard 
Rebel.

We couldn’t help but notice that 
many of the volunteers and workers 
we encountered in Old Town bore a 
striking resemblance to Hemingway 
himself. I mentioned this to a 
gentleman who bore the nametag 
George, and he laughed.

“If you think there are a lot of us 
now, come back in July,” he said.   

It turns out that there is a 
Hemingway Look-Alike contest then, 
part of the annual Hemingway Days 
Festival that coincides with July 21st, 
the date of the author’s birth. While 
white-haired, bearded men come 
from across the country to participate, 
many of the contestants are local 
residents who aspire to be Papa’s 
double year-round. 

We hoped to end our visit by 
booking a ferry trip to Dry Tortugas 
National Park, a desert island home 
to Fort Jefferson. Hemingway and his 
fishing buddies were stranded there 
for 17 days during a tropical storm, 
and it seemed a great place to get in 
touch with the real Hemingway. But 
wind and waves did not cooperate, 
and that adventure had to be left 
for another time. Perhaps next July 
— I can’t wait to see a street full of 
Hemingways. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Florida Keys & Key West 
https://fla-keys.com

Entrants take part in the Bull Run, part of the 
annual Hemingway Look-Alike Contest. Ph
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Extra peace 
and quiet.
No extra
 charge.

©2018 Winnebago Industries, Inc.

charge.
©2018 Winnebago Industries, Inc.

charge.

Our new SuperShell Sleeper 
Deck is just one of the many 
Best in Class features on 
the new Vita and Porto. 

The new Vita™ and Porto™  
combine Winnebago’s legendary 
build quality with innovations  
like our lighter, stronger and 
quieter new SuperShell™ Sleeper 
Deck to ensure superior driving 
and camping comfort.

And with Best in Class features  
like customizable storage, a  
200-watt solar energy system,  
the largest galley, largest bed  
and even the largest holding  
tanks in their class, it’s clear the 
Vita and Porto are in a class all 
their own.

Built on the Mercedes-Benz® 
Sprinter chassis, the Vita and 
Porto are ideal for solo travelers, 
couples or families — or anyone 
who appreciates a little extra 
peace and quiet. See them at  
your nearby Winnebago dealer,  
or learn more at  
WinnebagoInd.com.

Vita

Winnebago Industries, Circle 131 on Reader Service Card
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T H E  V O T E S  A R E  I N  F O R  Y O U R  F A V O R I T E S  O F  A L L  T H I N G S  M O T O R H O M E
2018 READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS
by Kristopher Bunker

CLASS A MOTORHOME
MANUFACTURER

 TIFFIN MOTORHOMES INC.
Family-owned and operated since the 
company’s inception in 1941, Tiffi n 
Motorhomes was initially known as 
Tiffi n Supply Co. and sold home- and 
home-construction supplies. The 
company switched gears in 1972 and 
began building motorhomes. Popular 
Class A models from the Red Bay, 
Alabama, manufacturer include the 
Allegro Bus, Allegro Breeze, Phaeton 
and Zephyr.
256-356-8661, www.tiffi nmotorhomes.com

WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES INC.
641-585-3535, www.winnebagoind.com

NEWMAR CORP.
800-731-8300, www.newmarcorp.com

The campfi re is a great way to end a day of RVing, 
reliving the events of the day with s’mores, music 
and even story time. But, as the chatter continues, 
chances are the subject will eventually turn to 

favorites, as in “What’s your favorite motorhome?” or 
“Where’s your favorite place to visit?” Now, we all have 
our favorites, and debating them while the fl ames lick 
at the toes of our boots beneath the stars is one of the 
things that makes motorhome life so fi ne. That’s why 

we ask our readers every year for their favorites of all 
types of motorhome-related subjects, from vehicles to 
accessories to electronics to dining facilities. And while 
your own opinions may vary, we can offer you at least 
a starting point for the next fi reside discussion. So, grab 
a drink, stoke the fi re, pull up a camp chair and relax. 
We’ve tallied more than 6,300 entries and, without 
further ado, present the winners for MotorHome’s 2018 
Readers’ Choice Awards.

CLASS B MOTORHOME
MANUFACTURER

 WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES INC.
Class B motorhomes continue to be one 
of the hottest RVs on the market due 
to ease of driving and parking and the 
latest in technological appointments. 
Winnebago manufactures the Era, 
Paseo, Travato and Revel motorhomes. 

Winnebago credits the Era (shown here) 
as being one of the fi rst motorhomes 
in its class built on the Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter chassis, a popular confi guration 
that is now prevalent in the motorhome 
industry.
641-585-3535, www.winnebagoind.com 

AIRSTREAM INC.
877-596-6111, www.airstream.com

ROADTREK
800-663-0066, www.roadtrek.com

CLASS C MOTORHOME
MANUFACTURER

 WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES INC.
Winnebago once again takes home the 
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T H E  V O T E S  A R E  I N  F O R  Y O U R  F A V O R I T E S  O F  A L L  T H I N G S  M O T O R H O M E
2018 READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS

title for Favorite Class C motorhome, 
with 11 such offerings including the 
View, the Vita, the Aspect and the 
Minnie Winnie. The Minnie Winnie is 
offered in seven fl oorplans, each with a 
private rear bedroom and the cabover 
bunk found in all Class C motorhomes. 
Three décor options and three exterior 
choices allow for design fl exibility.
641-585-3535, www.winnebagoind.com 

TIFFIN MOTORHOMES INC.
256-356-8661, www.tiffi nmotorhomes.com

FOREST RIVER
574-389-4600, www.forestriverinc.com

DINGHY VEHICLE

 JEEP WRANGLER
Well, the Jeep brand is pretty popular 
among dinghy-towing enthusiasts, huh? 
So much so that the manufacturer well, 
manufactured a clean sweep of the 
category. The Wrangler is consistently 
in the discussion as favorite dinghy 
vehicle, and the runners up Grand 
Cherokee and Cherokee are never too 
far behind. Some things never seem to 
change …
www.jeep.com

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
www.jeep.com

JEEP CHEROKEE
www.jeep.com

DINGHY TOW BAR

 BLUE OX
Obviously, you can’t tow a dinghy 
vehicle without a tow bar. The motor-
home-to-vehicle connection is critical, 
so care in selecting the right tow bar 
is of paramount importance. Blue 
Ox offers several different models, 
including the Ascent, a Class III bar 
rated up to 7,500 pounds. Non-binding 
latches lead to a smoother towing 
experience, while a metallic powder 
coating protects the Ascent for many 
years of service.
800-228-9289, www.blueox.com

 ROADMASTER INC.
800-669-9690, www.roadmasterinc.com 

 DEMCO
800-543-3626, www.demco-products.com

AUXILIARY BRAKING SYSTEM

 BLUE OX
If you tow a dinghy vehicle behind your 
motorhome, an auxiliary braking system 
is not only recommended; in most places 
it’s the law. The portable Patriot II from 
Blue Ox features an in-cab controller 
with an extended RF range and is said 
to work on all (manufacturer-approved) 
vehicles, including hybrids.
800-228-9289, www.blueox.com

 ROADMASTER INC.
800-669-9690, www.roadmasterinc.com

 BRAKE BUDDY (Hopkins Manufacturing 
Corp.) 800-470-2287, www.brakebuddy.com

TOW DOLLY

 ROADMASTER INC.
When your dinghy vehicle isn’t 
suitable for four-wheels-down towing, 
employing a tow dolly can be a more 
economical solution than buying a new 
car. Roadmaster’s RM3477 features 
slideable easy-load powder-coated 
ramps, adjustable tie-down straps and 
electric brakes. The deck swivels up 
to 9 degrees for easier cornering and 
maneuvering, and features a maximum 
vehicle weight of 4,250 pounds. 
800-669-9690, www.roadmasterinc.com

MASTER TOW
800-522-2190, http://mastertow.com

DEMCO KAR KADDY
800-543-3626, www.demco-products.com

MOTORHOME CHASSIS

 FREIGHTLINER CUSTOM CHASSIS
Every motorhome starts with a solid 
chassis, much like the framing in your 
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DOES YOUR INSURER 
ONLY SEE HALF OF  
YOUR RV?

Certificate will be mailed 4-6 weeks after quote is requested. Certificate not available in GA and NM. Availability, eligibility, benefits, discounts and coverage may vary by state and carrier. 
The content herein is for descriptive purposes only. The exact protection provided is subject to the terms, conditions and expectations of the policy contract issued. Average savings based on 
new policyholder reported data from November 1, 2015 to November 1, 2016. ©2018 Good Sam Insurance Agency. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam 
Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GSI55358 - 0718

We represent the  
nation’s top RV specialty carriers!

FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE AND CAMPING WORLD  
MERCHANDISE CERTIFICATE:

Call: 1-866-789-0120 and mention savings code TD-8H  
Visit: GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/8H

GET A$10 CAMPING WORLD  
MERCHANDISE  
CERTIFICATE

WHEN YOU GET A QUOTE

GSI55825 Jan MH Ad.indd   1 10/10/18   4:12 PM
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residential home. Freightliner provides 
the foundation for a number of luxury 
motorhomes, including American 
Coach, Coachmen, Forest River, Tiffi n 
and Winnebago, and offers more than 
450 service centers across the country. 
864-487-1700, www.freightlinerchassis.com

FORD
www.ford.com

SPARTAN CHASSIS
517-543-6400, https://spartanchassis.com

MOTORHOME TIRES

 MICHELIN NORTH AMERICA RV TIRES
You get what you pay for when selecting 
tires for your motorhome, so choose 
wisely. Not only are Michelin X Line 
Energy Z tires affordable, they are 
said to offer 5 percent better rolling 
resistance than previous Michelin 
tires. The tires feature dual compound 
tread, directional groove wall miniature 
sipes, an enhanced inner liner and 
full-width elastic protector ply, all in 
what Michelin refers to as an ultra-fuel-
effi cient casing. 
888-622-2306, www.michelinrvtires.com

GOODYEAR RV TIRES
www.goodyearrvtires.com
Tie, BF GOODRICH TIRES
877-788-8899, www.bfgoodrichtires.com
Tie, BRIDGESTONE TIRES
844-261-2837, www.bridgestonetire.com

MOTORHOME BATTERY

 INTERSTATE BATTERIES
A motorhome’s battery is an often 
overlooked item … until the engine 
fails to start or the lights don’t turn 
on. Interstate Batteries offers chassis 
batteries and house batteries, and 
they are backed by a three-year 
warranty. Interstate claims its 
batteries have an expected service life 
that’s twice as long as conventional 
AGM batteries.
866-884-4635, www.interstatebatteries.com

TROJAN BATTERY
800-423-6569, www.trojanbattery.com

ACDELCO
800-223-3526, www.acdelco.com

ENGINE-PERFORMANCE 
PRODUCT

 BANKS POWER
With a storied history dating back more 
than 50 years, Banks Power remains 
one of the top designers and manufac-
turers of power-enhancing products 
for diesel- and gas-powered trucks and 
motorhomes. Banks offers a variety of 
products, from programmers to gauges 
to performance exhaust and more.
800-601-8072, www.bankspower.com

5-STAR TUNING
843-536-1244, www.5startuning.com

BD DIESEL PERFORMANCE
800-887-5030, www.dieselperformance.com

MOTORHOME ENGINE OIL

 SHELL ROTELLA
Perhaps the most important thing to 
remember with a motorhome, or any 
motorized vehicle, is to never underesti-
mate the importance of the proper motor 
oil. Doing so can cause your engine to 
seize, stranding you on your vacation and 
causing thousands of dollars of damage. 
Shell Rotella products offer protection 
to help control oil breakdown, wear and 
damaging deposits, and help to keep 
your vehicle on the road longer. 
800-237-8645, https://rotella.shell.com

MOBIL 1
800-662-4525, https://mobiloil.com/en

PENNZOIL
800-237-8645, www.pennzoil.com

FUEL STATION

 PILOT FLYING J
Refueling a motorhome can seem like 
a diffi cult task when faced with the 
confi nes of a conventional fuel station. 
Pilot Flying J is the largest operator of 
travel centers in North America, with 
more than 750 locations in 44 states 
and six Canadian provinces. With wide 
fuel lanes, taller facility covers and 
adjacent food courts — plus clean 
restrooms and showers — Pilot Flying J 
is a favorite stop for RVers.
877-866-7378, www.pilotfl yingj.com

COSTCO
800-774-2678, www.costco.com

LOVE’S TRAVEL STOPS
800-655-6837, www.loves.com

2018 READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS

Tie, BRIDGESTONE TIRES
844-261-2837, www.bridgestonetire.com
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2018 READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS

FUEL ADDITIVE

 LUCAS OIL PRODUCTS
Lucas Oil consistently appears in 
our Readers’ Choice Awards, and 
with a wide variety of fuel additives 
— including octane boosters, diesel 
treatment, power boosters, stabilizers 
and high-mileage treatments — it’s 
easy to see why. Add in the fact that the 
company also carries extensive lines 
of cleaning products, lubricants, gear 
oils and more — and Lucas once again 
claims the gold.
800-342-2512, www.lucasoil.com

SEA FOAM SALES CO.
952-938-4811, www.seafoamsales.com

STP
888-464-7871, www.stp.com

MOTORHOME AWNING

 CAREFREE OF COLORADO
The right awning for your motorhome 
can make all the difference in terms 
of usable space. A Carefree of 
Colorado awning expands the living 
area to include the campsite, offering 
protection from the hot sun, or even 
rain and sleet. Besides, eating outdoors 
is an important part of the motorhome 
experience, right?
303-469-3324, www.carefreeofcolorado.com

DOMETIC CORP.
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

GIRARD SYSTEMS
800-382-8442, www.girardrv.com

 ADCO
There comes a time for most of us 
when we have to store our beloved 
motorhome, but we don’t always have 
the option of a climate-controlled, 
secure facility. Installing the proper 
cover on your motorhome protects it 
from damaging elements like direct 
sunlight, rain and snow, and also 
keeps nuisances like tree sap and bird 
droppings from damaging the exterior. 
ADCO has offered premium covers for 
more than a half-century.
800-541-2326, www.adcoprod.com

CAMCO
800-334-2004, www.camco.net

 COVERKING
714-850-0303, www.coverking.com

AC GENERATOR

 CUMMINS ONAN
Having power on hand when camping 
off the grid — or to supplement your 
outdoor adventure — is another 
advantage of owning a motorhome. 
To get that power, an AC generator is 
in order, and Cummins Onan is once 
again the top choice among motorhome 
owners. Gensets are available in gas 
and diesel, and offer features like 
remote and automatic starting.
800-286-6467, www.cummins.com/generators

HONDA POWER EQUIPMENT
770-497-6400, https://powerequipment.honda.
com/generators

GENERAC POWER SYSTEMS
888-436-3722, www.generac.com

SYSTEM MANUFACTURER

 SONY
Some of us began RVing as a way to 
detach from the outside world, and to 
unplug from electronics completely to 
enjoy the soothing sights and sounds of 
Mother Nature. For the rest of us, fi ring 
up the entertainment system for family 
movie night — or simply catching up on 
current events — is one of the preferred 
activities after a day of fun in the sun. 
With offerings from Ultra HD TVs to 
speaker systems to gaming consoles, 
retail giant Sony is a favorite among 
RVers and homeowners alike.
www.sony.com

KENWOOD USA
www.kenwood.com/usa

ASA ELECTRONICS/JENSEN
877-305-0445, www.asaelectronics.com

SATELLITE HARDWARE

 WINEGARD
That 40-inch LED in your motorhome is 
nice, but without an antenna to bring in 
an outside signal, you’re stuck watching 
cartoon DVDs or, worse yet, confi ned 
to the limits of the campground’s 

2018 READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS

MOTORHOME COVER

 ADCO ADCO AFTERMARKET ENTERTAINMENT-
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Lightweight aluminum.  31 lbs. 
Easy to carry and easy to hook up.
7,500 lb towing capacity.
Safety cables included.  3 year warranty.

Ascent™

Sturdy all steel construction with the 
capacity to tow heavier vehicles.
10,000 lb towing capacity.
Safety cables included.  3 year warranty.

Avail™

Alpha™

Sturdy all steel construction 
built to tow medium sized vehicles.
6,500 lb towing capacity.
Safety cables included.  3 year warranty.

“I used my Blue Ox tow bar for the fi rst time. Wow, I love it! So much easier than 
the tow dolly. Thanks for a great product, and the baseplate on my GMC Canyon
 is awesome too!”     
       —Terry Kirkpatrick®

Curb Appeal.  Convenience.  Safety.  Award Winning. 

Patented, non-binding 
latches, quickly 
disconnect in 
any terrain.

Our premium powder 
coat accents and 

complements 
your coach. 

Our longer, premium 
tow bars, give you 

smoother towing and 
more room for turns.

Blue Ox, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card
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spotty cable service (if any). Winegard 
offers satellite hardware ranging from 
portable to permanent, enhancing the 
TV experience in your motorhome while 
in camp or on the road.
800-288-8094, www.winegard.com

 DISH TAILGATER
952-922-6889, www.kingconnect.com

 KING
952-922-6889, www.kingconnect.com

SERVICE PROVIDER

 DISH
Big-screen TV? Check. Satellite 
antenna? Check. So, why is the screen 
still blank? That’s because you need a 
service provider to send you a signal 
to make the most of your entertain-
ment investments. DISH offers multiple 
programming packages that appeal to 
RVers, including pay-as-you-go pro-
gramming and DVR services. Hundreds 
of channels are available in crystal-
clear high-defi nition.
844-669-1700, www.dish.com

 DIRECTV
888-777-2454, www.directv.com

 SHAW DIRECT
888-554-7827, www.shawdirect.ca

BACKUP CAMERA

 ASA ELECTRONICS
Getting a view of what’s behind your 
motorhome while backing up can not 
only save money, but it’s a safety issue 
as well, as animals, children and inat-
tentive RVers can accidentally venture 
in the path of your vehicle. ASA offers 

products such as the Voyager, which 
can also be equipped with sideview 
cameras for near 360-degree viewing.
877-305-0445, www.asaelectronics.com

FURRION
888-354-5792, www.furrion.com

REAR VIEW SAFETY
800-764-1028, www.rearviewsafety.com

TIRE-PRESSURE MONITORING 
SYSTEM

 TIREMINDER
Here’s to lucky number seven! Tire-
Minder’s run at the top of our awards as 
the favorite TPMS continues. TireMinder 
units are offered in four confi gurations, 
including the fi rst Bluetooth TPMS for 
RVs. Apart from its quality products, 
TireMinder is well known for its annual 
Battery Replacement Program, which 
saves owners time and money.
772-463-6522, https://tireminder.com

TRUCK SYSTEM TECHNOLOGIES
770-889-9102, https://tsttruck.com

ADVANTAGE PRESSUREPRO
800-959-3505, https://pressurepro.us

CLEANING PRODUCT

 MEGUIAR’S
With more than 115 
years of experience, 
Meguiar’s knows 
what it takes to 
keep your vehicle 
looking good. 
With automotive 
cleaners for 
everything from 
carpets to waxes 
to wheel shine — 
plus an extensive 
line of RV-specifi c 
products — 
Meguiar’s has the 
answer to clean 

most any surface on your ride.
800-347-5700, www.meguiars.com

ARMOR ALL
800-222-7784, www.armorall.com

MOTHER’S
714-891-3364, www.mothers.com

HOLDING-TANK CHEMICAL

 THETFORD
Because when you gotta 
go, you don’t want to 
worry. Holding-tank 
chemicals help break 
down waste and minimize 
odors. Thetford’s 
chemicals, including 
Aqua-Kem and Eco-Smart, are available 
in a variety of scents and easy-to use 
forms: granular, toss-in and liquid. 
800-543-1219, www.thetford.com

CAMCO
800-334-2004, www.camco.net

HAPPY CAMPER HOLDING TANK 
TREATMENT
928-478-4537, http://1-happycamper.com

REFRIGERATOR

 DOMETIC
CORP.
All the food in 
the world won’t 
help you if you 
don’t have a cool 
place to store it. 
Dometic offers 
refrigerators to 
fi t a variety of 
galley layouts, 
with a broad 
selection of sizes 
and functions. Despite the fact that 
residential refrigerators are all the rage 
in motorhomes these days, it should be 
noted that all three winners are best 
known as designed specifi cally for RV 
applications.
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com 

NORCOLD INC. (THETFORD)
800-543-1219, www.norcold.com

ATWOOD MOBILE PRODUCTS (DOMETIC)
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com
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6 YEAR
Transferable

GET READY TO RAISE THE ROOF

gohymer.com | 1.844.GO HYMER

Take your RV to the next level with a rooftop bed.

Hymer, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card
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TOILET

 DOMETIC CORP.
There’s not a whole lot that needs to 
be said here, other than a person’s 
throne is quite possibly the most critical 
component of their castle. So, selecting 
a toilet that’s comfortable and effi cient 
is of utmost importance. Thetford’s 
toilets are number one this year, and 
are perfect for, well, you know …
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

THETFORD
800-543-1219, www.thetford.com

SEALAND (DOMETIC)
800-366-3842, www.dometic.com

HVAC COMFORT SYSTEM

 DOMETIC CORP.
Keeping warm in the winter (or cool 
in the summer) is an important 
component of the motorhome lifestyle. 
From furnaces to air conditioners 
to ventilation fans to water heaters, 
Dometic offers the right products 
to handle the elements inside your 
motorhome.
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

AQUA-HOT
800-685-4298, www.aquahot.com

ATWOOD MOBILE PRODUCTS (DOMETIC)
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

RV CAMPGROUND OR RESORT

 THE CAMPSITES AT DISNEY’S FORT 
WILDERNESS RESORT
The perfect campground or resort is 
a personal decision based on many 
factors, including amenities, clean sur-
roundings, proximity to activities and 
sizes. The Campsites at Disney’s Fort 
Wilderness Resort has it all, and just a 
stone’s throw from the Happiest Place 
on Earth. Additional services like trans-
portation to the theme parks, childcare, 
laundry and that famous Disney Magic 
make this a longtime favorite.
407-939-5277, https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/
resorts/campsites-at-fort-wilderness-resort

SEVEN FEATHERS RV RESORT
541-839-3599, www.sevenfeathersrvresort.com

OCEAN LAKES FAMILY CAMPGROUND
843-238-5636, www.oceanlakes.com

RV CASINO RESORT

 SEVEN FEATHERS CASINO RESORT
When roller coasters and funnel cakes 
just aren’t in your plans, a casino could 
be your best bet. Seven Feathers Casino 
Resort in Canyonville, Oregon, features 
a nearby RV park and a world-class 
gambling facility, with slots, table games, 
keno and bingo. There are also several 
restaurant options, the acclaimed River 
Rock Spa and an entertainment venue 
that hosts big-name acts year-round. 
800-548-8461, www.sevenfeathers.com

PECHANGA RESORT & CASINO
951-693-1819, www.pechanga.com

WINSTAR WORLD CASINO & RESORT
800-622-6317, www.winstarworldcasino.com

SIT-DOWN RESTAURANT

 CRACKER BARREL
Campsite cooking is fun, to be sure, 
but sometimes it’s better when 
somebody else prepares the food and 
cleans the dishes. With homestyle 
cooking that may be even better than 
grandma’s, Cracker Barrel offers 
more than 600 restaurants across the 
United States. And while the vittles 
may indeed be savory, the adjacent 
Country Store retail shops are 
frequently the highlight of the trip.
800-333-9566, www.crackerbarrel.com

 TEXAS ROADHOUSE
800-839-7623, www.texasroadhouse.com

 OLIVE GARDEN
407-245-4000, www.olivegarden.com

FAVORITE STATE IN WHICH TO RV

 FLORIDA
Florida is one of the more popular 
conventional vacation destinations in 
the country, so it should come as no 
surprise that it’s also the preferred  
motorhome destination of our readers. 
Warm weather, sandy beaches, 
amusement parks, storied history; the 
Sunshine State has it all. Be sure to 
bring your swimsuit!
888-735-2872, www.visitfl orida.com 

 COLORADO (COLORADO TOURISM)
800-265-6723, www.colorado.com

 ARIZONA (VISIT ARIZONA)
866-275-5816, www.visitarizona.com 
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Pala RV Resort: 11042 Hwy 76, Pala, CA 92059 • PALACASINO.COM
Please Gamble Responsibly. Gambling Helpline 1-800-522-4700

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 1.844.4PALARV (1.844.472.5278)

LET’S PLAY at Pala Casino RV Resort

100 Full-service sites
• Grass Lawns and Picnic Tables      •  77 – 30’ x 55’ Back-In-Sites
• 6 – 30’ x 60’ Luxury Sites with BBQ Grills
• 17 – 30’ x 70’ Pull-Through Sites      •  20-30-50 Amp Power
• Electric, Water & Sewer Hook-ups
• Free Wi-Fi & Cable TV      •  Restrooms & Showers
• Key Card Access to Amenities      •  24-hour Security Patrol
•  Propane Fuel Available      •  Free Shuttle to Casino

Indoor amenities
• Games, Billiard Table, Card Tables    •  3 Flat-Screen TVs

Outdoor amenities
• Heated Pool    •  5 BBQ Grill Areas    •  Table Tennis
• Horseshoe Pit    •  Fenced Dog Park

For additional charge
• Clubhouse with 2 Kitchens    •  Laundry (24 Hours)
• 3 Pets Per RV ($5 per pet, per stay, up to 7 Days)
• Early Check-In/Late Check-Out (Based on Availability)

Winner of awards from MotorHome, 
Good Sam, and RV West, the resort 
offers comfort, ease, fantastic 
amenities and unbelievable views, 
all in the foothills of the beautiful 
Palomar Mountains. Excitement 
meets luxury with 100 full- service 
sites, a heated pool, two spas, and 
all the action of the Pala Casino 
Spa & Resort just a shuttle ride 
away. Experience it all live at Pala 
RV Resort in Northern San Diego 
County. Let’s play!
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By Chris Hemer

FORD E-350/E-450
Engine(s): 6.2-liter V-8, 331 hp/356 lb-ft; 
6.8-liter V-10, 305 hp/420 lb-ft
Transmission: Six-speed TorqShift 
automatic transmission with tow/haul 
mode and SelectShift
Drive system: Rear wheel drive
Suspension front/rear: Twin I-Beam 
independent front suspension (IFS) with 
coil springs and gas shock absorbers/

multi-leaf springs with gas shock 
absorbers
Brakes: Four-wheel disc with ABS
Wheelbases: 138", 158", 176" (E-350); 158", 
176" (E-450)
Fuel capacity: 40 gal (Std. on E-350); 55 
gal (Opt. w/158" DRW E-350 only); 55 gal 
(Std. on E-450); 40 gal (Opt. on E-450)
GVWR: 10,050 lbs SRW w/138" or 158" 
WB (E-350); 11,500 lbs DRW w/138" WB 

When most of us look at a 
motorhome, our tour starts and 
ends with the interior. After all, 
that’s where we’ll be spending 

the bulk of our time with friends and family, 
so we want it to be well equipped, comfort-
able and suitable for the lifestyle we plan to 
lead. It’s easy to be swept away by leather 
furniture, solid-surface countertops and 
stainless-steel appliances, but what about 
the driving experience? Most consumers only 
take a short test drive before purchasing, and 
worse yet, some don’t even take their desired 
motorhome off the lot before signing on the 
dotted line. Once you take possession, it 
would be a shame to realize later on that you 
could have had something better, wouldn’t it?

There are hundreds of motorhomes 
to choose from, ranging from compact 
Class B’s to 45-plus-foot diesel pushers, 
all based on what seems like a handful of 
available chassis by comparison. But it’s 
important to understand that, while they 
may be built by the same manufacturer, they 
may not all be the same. For example, one 
motorhome manufacturer may order 100 
chassis from Ford equipped a certain way, 
while another may order it outfitted another 
way — so you may have two competitive 
motorhomes, one with a better-equipped 
chassis than the other. Some motorhome 
manufacturers might also add their own 
touches to a particular 
chassis to make it ride/
handle better, and more 
insulation to ensure 
a quieter ride. As you 
climb higher up the 
price ladder, the differ-
ences can become more 
pronounced, as chassis 

manufacturers offer their customers more latitude to add special or even 
exclusive features. Here, it becomes even more important to conduct your 
own due diligence and shop around.

To give you some idea of what’s available, we’ve compiled this handy 
chassis guide with the most pertinent specifications, and a short overview of 
each, based on our own experiences. Reading this may not be as inspiring as 
luxury décor or full-body paint schemes, but it could prevent buyer’s remorse 
and lead to a long, happy relationship with a new motorhome.

OFTEN TAKEN FOR GRANTED, MOTORHOME UNDERPINNINGS ARE KEY TO 
RIDE QUALITY, WEIGHT HANDLING, PERFORMANCE AND FUEL ECONOMY
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(E-350); 12,500 lbs DRW w/158" 
or 176" WB (E-350); 14,000 lbs 
6.2-liter, 14,200 lbs/14,500 lbs 
6.8-liter (E-450)
GCWR: 18,500 lbs-22,000 lbs
Tow rating: See dealer/RV 
manufacturer info
Warranty: 3 years/36,000 miles

 Our take: Despite Ford’s 
2014 announcement that 
it would cease production 
on the aging E-Series 
passenger/cargo van to 
make way for the all-new 
Transit, the E-350/450 
cutaway chassis soldiers 
on. A popular and cost-
effective choice for the RV 
and commercial vehicle 
industries, the E-Series 
remains a decent Class C 
motorhome chassis, despite 
its age. With the V-10 engine 
moved farther forward than 
in the F-53 Class A chassis, 
engine sound volume tends 
to be less pronounced, and 
the overall chassis dynamics 
are good, especially 
in moderately sized 
motorhomes. Depending, of 
course, on the motorhome 
manufacturer, overall 
length, weight balance 
and the amount of rear 
overhang, some E-Series-
based motorhomes exhibit 
more confi dent handling 
than others. Make sure 
you drive a few different 
models with the same un-
derpinnings before making 
a choice.

What we’d like to see: 
Some advanced tech from 
the Super Duty migrating 
into the E-Series chassis: 
a dynamic driver informa-
tion display, better steering 
wheel, Sync 3, satellite 
radio, etc. We know it’s a 
commercial platform, but 
motorhome owners should 
have more luxury options.

FORD F-53
Engine: 6.8-liter V-10, 320 hp/460 lb-ft
Transmission: Six-speed TorqShift automatic 
transmission with tow/haul mode and SelectShift
Drive system: Rear wheel drive
Suspension front/rear: Solid axle with leaf 
springs and gas shock absorbers/solid axle 
with leaf springs and gas shock absorbers
Brakes: Four-wheel disc brakes with ABS
Wheelbases: 158"/178"/190" (16,000-lb GVWR 
model); 208"/228" (20,500-lb GVWR model); 
208"/228"/242" (22,000-lb GVWR model); 
228"/242"/252" (24,000-lb/26,000-lb GVWR models)
Fuel capacity: 80 gal
GVWR: 16,000-26,000 lbs
GCWR: 23,000-30,000 lbs
Tow rating: 4,000-7,000 lbs
Warranty: 3 years/36,000 miles basic

 Our take: One of the longest-standing 
motorhome chassis on the market, and the 
only gas Class A chassis currently available. 
In many applications, it can be seen as rough 
riding for those accustomed to more so-
phisticated suspension design and the V-10 
engine can be underpowered depending on 
body size, requiring frequent full-throttle, 
high rpm applications, at which point the 
engine sound levels can become loud enough 
to inhibit conversation on long grades. Trying 
several different motorhomes on the same 

chassis can pay off, as some manufactur-
ers mitigate some of the negatives with 
suspension/handling components and extra 
insulation around the doghouse area. There’s 
a plethora of aftermarket upgrades for the 
F-53, however, so if you love a particular 
motorhome built on the F-53 but the handling 
or power is less than ideal, you’ll have 
options for improving both areas.

What we’d like to see: Ford has a very 
capable 6.7-liter Power Stroke diesel engine 
that it uses in its Super Duty trucks that is 
far more powerful, quiet and would likely 
be more fuel effi cient in a motorhome ap-
plication than the V-10. Combined with 
an updated, intelligent transmission and 
useful features like an integrated exhaust 
brake, this powertrain would keep the F-53 
viable for years to come. It would increase 
the cost (by at least $10,000 if the Power 
Stroke option in the Super Duty trucks 
is any indication) but we’d bet that many 
motorhome owners would be willing to ante 
up considering the benefi ts. 

FORD TRANSIT  
Engine(s): 3.7-liter V-6, 275 hp/260 lb-ft; 3.5-liter 
EcoBoost V-6, 310 hp/400 lb-ft; 3.2-liter inline fi ve-
cylinder Power Stroke turbodiesel, 185 hp/350 lb-ft
Transmission: Six-speed SelectShift automatic
Drive system: Rear wheel drive
Suspension front/rear: Independent 
MacPherson strut/leaf springs
Brakes: Four-wheel disc with ABS
Wheelbases: 148" (van) 138"/156"/178" (cutaway 
chassis)
Fuel capacity: 25 gal
GVWR: 9,400 lbs (SRW)/10,360 lbs (DRW) (van); 
9,500 lbs (SRW) 10,360 lbs (DRW) (cutaway chassis)
GCWR: Max 11,200 lbs (van); Max 13,500 lbs 
(cutaway chassis)
Tow rating: 4,700 lbs (van) 7,500 lbs (cutaway 
chassis)
Warranty: 3 years/36,000 miles basic

 Our take: We can’t say enough good 
things about the Transit chassis, van or 

cutaway. It’s available in a multitude of con-
fi gurations, can be had with excellent gas/
diesel engine options, and chassis dynamics 
are superlative. If you’re on the fence 
whether to choose a comparable Transit or 
Sprinter-based motorhome, drive both and 
we think the choice will be easy.

What we’d like to see: Nothing, really. 
Ford did its homework on this one.
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Engine(s) (XC): Cummins ISB 6.7-liter 
turbodiesel 300 hp/660 lb-ft; 340 
hp/700 lb-ft; 360 hp/800 lb-ft; Cummins 
ISL 8.3-liter turbodiesel, 380 hp/1,050 
lb-ft; Cummins ISL 8.9-liter turbo-
diesel, 380 hp/1,150 lb-ft; 400 hp/
1,250 lb-ft 
Engine(s) (SL): Cummins ISX12 turbo-
diesel, 500 hp/1,645 lb-ft; Cummins 
ISX15 turbodiesel, 600 hp/1,950 lb-ft; 
Detroit DD13 turbodiesel, 500 hp/
1,650 lb-ft
Transmissions (XC): Allison 2500MH, 
3000MH six-speed
Transmission (SL): Allison 4000MH
Drive system: Rear wheel drive
Suspension options front/rear (XC):
Detroit Wide-Track I-Beam front axle; 
Neway AS120 two-spring; ZF inde-
pendent front suspension/Single-axle 
Neway ADL transverse beam with 
air bags; V-Ride Rear Suspension 
System
Brakes: Air
Wheelbases: 208"-294" (XC)
Fuel capacity: Custom
GVWR: Up to 47,000 lbs
GCWR: Based on fi nished vehicle
Tow rating: Based on fi nished vehicle
Warranty: 3 years/50,000 miles

 Our take: You can’t argue 
with success. Freightliner, part 
of the Daimler family, uses its 
commercial roots and engi-
neering expertise to continually 
improve its Class A diesel chassis 
offerings. Combined with a 
variety of Cummins diesel engine 
power levels, frame confi gura-
tions and weight ratings, not to 
mention a nationwide dealer/

support network, and it’s no small 
wonder that more than 80 percent 
of all Class A diesel motorhomes 
ride on the XC chassis, according 
to Freightliner. The fact that 
Freightliner builds the XC in four 
different frame rail confi gura-
tions (XCS, XCL, XCR and XCM) to 
provide motorhome manufactur-
ers with a multitude of design 
options can’t hurt, either. While 
there are no obvious shortcom-
ings, keep in mind that larger 
coaches on this platform may feel 
underpowered, as the maximum 
horsepower rating is 400.

The SL chassis is designed for 
coaches at the higher end of the 
luxury spectrum, and therefore, 
its custom frame allows manufac-
turers to choose from nearly any 
fl oorplan or length, while a choice 
of raised or modular frame rails 
provides additional design options 
like a fl at fl oor throughout, pass-
through basement storage and 
other benefi ts. Not surprisingly, 
the SL also brings with it higher 
horsepower ratings — a 500-hp 
Detroit Diesel, or a Cummins in 
500-hp or 600-hp designations.

What we’d like to see: From our 
experience, these chassis are 
well-sorted and trouble-free. 

FREIGHTLINER CUSTOM 
CHASSIS S2RV
Engine(s): Cummins B6.7-liter turbodiesel, 300 
hp/660 lb-ft; 340 hp/700 lb-ft; 360 hp/800 lb-ft 
Transmission(s): Allison 2500MH or 3000MH 
six-speed automatic
Drive system: Rear wheel drive
Suspension front/rear: Detroit axles with cus-
tom-taper leaf spring suspension/Detroit rear 
axle with Airliner air ride suspension
Brakes: Air
Wheelbase(s): 179"-279"
Fuel capacity: 60 gal or 100 gal
GVWR: 26,000-33,000 lbs
GCWR: Based on fi nished vehicle (30,000-lbs-
plus)
Tow Rating: Based on fi nished vehicle
Warranty: 3 years/50,000 miles

 Our take: If we’re being honest, the 
main reason some of us love diesels can 
be traced back to childhood, gawking at 
hulking 18-wheelers at rest areas and 
truck stops, wondering what it must be 
like to drive one. If you never had your 
chance, the Freightliner S2RV chassis 
serves two purposes: It’s a strong 
foundation for a home on wheels, and it’s 
about as close to a commercial truck as 
you’re going to get, without actually driving 
one. We love climbing into the cab, turning 
the key and experiencing the visceral 
sensation of that diesel coming to life 
under the sloping hood. Commercial roots 
mean this chassis is designed for the long 
haul.

What we’d like to see: More power. The 
6.7-liter HO Cummins available in Ram 
HD trucks makes more power and torque 
than the top offering in the S2RV. Offering 
a 400-hp with 1,000 lb-ft of torque would 
have a nice ring to it. 

FREIGHTLINER CUSTOM CHASSIS-XC/SL SERIES

Freightliner motorhome chassis 
have an available steerable tag 
axle, which aids in turning and 
prevents tag tire scrubbing.

FREIGHTLINER XCR

C H A S S I S  C O N N E C T I O N
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GM/CHEVROLET
Engine: 6.0-liter Vortec V-8, 341 hp/373 lb-ft
Transmission: Six-speed automatic 
Drive system: Rear wheel drive
Suspension front/rear: Independent/leaf 
spring
Brakes: 4-wheel disc with ABS
Wheelbase(s): 159", 177"
Fuel capacity: 33 gal
GVWR: 14,200 lbs
GCWR: 20,000 lbs
Tow Rating: Based on fi nished vehicle
Warranty: 3 years/36,000 miles

 Our take: Built by Navistar for 
GM and branded as a Chevrolet 
product, the Express 4500 
cutaway chassis packs GM’s 
smooth, strong-running 
6.0-liter V-8 engine and 

available options like OnStar 4G LTE 
with built-in hot spot and available 
Chevrolet MyLink with Navigation. A 
recent test of a motorhome on this 
chassis revealed some fi tment issues 
that we felt could be improved upon. 
If you’re a Chevy fan, this is your 
likely choice, but keep an open mind 
and drive the Ford E-Series as well.

What we’d like to see: Better build 
quality. Some of the tech from 
their other lines migrating into the 
motorhome chassis.

MERCEDES-BENZ 
(SPRINTER)
Engine: 3.0-liter V-6 turbodiesel, 188 hp/ 
325 lb-ft
Transmission: Five-speed automatic
Drive system: Rear wheel drive 
(cutaway chassis); Rear wheel drive/
four wheel drive (van)
Suspension front/rear: Independent, 
strut/beam axle with leaf springs
Brakes: 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
Wheelbase(s): 144", 170" 
Fuel capacity: 26.4 gal (cutaway 
chassis) 24.5 gal (van)
GVWR: Max 11,030 lbs (cutaway 
chassis) 9,330 lbs (van)
GCWR: Max 15,250 lbs (cutaway 
chassis) 13,550 lbs (van)
Tow Rating: 7,500 lbs (cutaway chassis) 
5,000 lbs (van)
Warranty: 3 years/36,000 miles

C H A S S I S  C O N N E C T I O N
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 Our take: It’s got the cache of the three-
pointed star, which many manufacturers and 
consumers alike tend to covet — and it is the 
only product of its type to be offered with 4WD. 
But from this author’s experiences, this chassis 
could use some improvement. The diesel engine 
options offer adequate power, but the steering 
feels numb on center, the brakes are a bit 
spongy and, depending on the unit and how it was 
loaded, the handling doesn’t inspire confi dence. 
Not everyone on staff feels the same way, which 
underscores the fact that chassis dynamics can 
be subjective. For years, the Sprinter had a fi rm 
grip on the Class B chassis crown, but now that 
the Ford Transit is here, we’d recommend you try 
both and decide what works best for you.

What we’d like to see: A better Sprinter. 
The American-built 2019 model is on its way 
(at press time), with an available gasoline 
engine, two diesel engine choices, a seven-
speed automatic transmission and a revised 
interior with a new infotainment system. Time 
(and testing) will tell how well Mercedes is 
responding to the competition.

RAM PROMASTER
Engine: 3.6-liter V-6, 280 hp/260 lb-ft
Transmission: Six-speed automatic
Drive system: Front wheel drive
Suspension front/rear: Independent, 
strut/beam axle leaf springs
Brakes: 4-wheel disc brakes with 
ABS
Wheelbases: 136", 159" (cutaway 
chassis); 118", 136", 159" (van)
Fuel capacity: 24 gal
GVWR: Max 9,350 lbs (van and 
cutaway chassis)

GCWR: 11,500 lbs (gas)/ N/A (diesel)
Max towing: 5,100 lbs
Warranty: 3 years/36,000 miles

 Our take: There’s no gentle 
way to say this … in my opinion 
the RAM ProMaster is the ugly 
duckling of the van chassis 
ranks, but what it lacks in good 
looks it could well make up 
for in practicality for the right 
buyer. First and foremost, the 
ProMaster is the only van chassis 
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in its class with front wheel 
drive, which could be beneficial 
to four-season enthusiasts 
who may encounter icy/snowy 
roads. Torque steer — or the 
influence of engine torque on 
the steering wheel — can be 
an issue under hard throttle, 
but otherwise the chassis 
is well-sorted. In addition, 
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles 
(FCA) claims that having the 
drivetrain beneath the cab 
keeps the cargo load floor 
and step-in height very low. 
Available in 18 configurations, 
the 2019 ProMaster also offers 
several claimed best-in-class 
features, including the most 
available horsepower and the 
highest payload ratings.

What we’d like to see: We’re not 
the superficial type, but this baby 
could use a nose job. Just saying. 

SPARTAN
Engine(s): Cummins X15 turbodiesel, 605 hp/ 
1,950 lb-ft (K3 and K4 605 chassis); Cummins 
ISX12 turbodiesel, 500 hp/1,645 lb-ft (K3 500 
chassis); Cummins L9 turbodiesel, 450 hp/ 
1,250 lb-ft (K2 450 chassis); Cummins B6.7 tur-
bodiesel, 360 hp/800 lb-ft (K1 360 chassis).
Transmission(s): Allison 4000MH six-speed 
(K3 and K4 605 chassis, K3 500 chassis); 
Allison 3000MH (K2 450 chassis, K1 360 
chassis)
Drive system: Rear wheel drive
Suspension front/rear*: Independent front 

air suspension/non-torque reactive parallelo-
gram air suspension and integrated passive 
steering tag axle (K3 and K4 605 chassis, 
K3 500 chassis, K2 450 tag axle chassis); 
Independent front air suspension/non-torque 
reactive parallelogram air suspension (K2 
450 chassis); Hendrickson independent front 
suspension/Hendrickson HTB210 parallelo-
gram (K1 360 chassis)
Brakes: Air disc with ABS, all axles (K3 and 
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Anyone who has driven hundreds of miles and long hours recognizes the dangers of fatigue 
and distraction. In fact, it’s been shown that nearly 80% of crashes involve some form of 
driver inattention three seconds prior to the crash.1 The Mobileye Collision Avoidance 
System keeps you, your family, and your RV safer on the road by alerting you to potential 
dangers before they happen.

The System provides an ever-vigilant digital eye that scans the road ahead for common 
driving risks and warns you with visual and audible alerts a few seconds before. These vital 
seconds can mean the difference between a devastating collision and an incident entirely 
avoided or far less severe.

The world’s leading auto manufacturers including BMW, Ford, Honda, Volvo, and more, use 
Mobileye technology to make their vehicles safer. It may be the technology you’re already 
relying on in your own car. Shouldn’t your RV have similar safety features?

The System can be installed on almost any RV, even the one you already own. Find out 
how Mobileye can make your next road trip safer.

Call our RV Specialists at (877) 867-4900.

1. National Highway Transportation Safety Administration, 2015. 2. Daylight only. 3. Optional, not available for all vehicles.
© 2018 Mobileye Vision Technologies Limited. All Rights Reserved.

MAKE DRIVING 
YOUR RV SAFER
Mobileye® Collision Avoidance System 
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800-815-2159 | rvistore.com

Your perfect combo for 
flat towing.

K4 605 chassis, K3 500 chassis); air disc front, air drum drive and 
tag axles with ABS (K2 450 tag axle chassis), front/rear air disc 
with ABS (K2 450 chassis); air disc front/air drum rear with ABS 
(K1 360 chassis)
Wheelbases*: 316" (K3 and K4 605 chassis); 270"/318" (K3 
500 chassis); 276"/312" (K2 450 tag axle chassis) 261" (K2 450 
chassis); 236" (K1 360 chassis)
Fuel capacity: 200 gal (K4 605 chassis); 150 gal-200 gal (K3 
605 chassis); 150 gal (K3 500 chassis) 100 gal-150 gal (K2 450 
chassis); 100 gal (K1 360 chassis)
GVWR: 32,000-54,000 lbs
GCWR: 42,000-74,000 lbs
Tow rating: 10,000-20,000 lbs
Warranty: 3 years/50,000 miles
*Specifications may vary depending on coach manufacturer

 Our take: With a manufacturing portfolio that 
includes a wide range of emergency response, defense, 

Ford 
www.ford.com/commercial-trucks/ 
stripped-chassis

Freightliner Custom Chassis 
www.freightlinerchassis.com

GM/Chevrolet 
www.gmfleet.com/chevrolet/silverado- 
chassis-cab-lineup.html

Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 
www.mbvans.com/sprinter/commercial-
vans/cab-chassis

RAM ProMaster 
www.ramtrucks.com/2019/ram- 
promaster.html

Spartan Chassis 
https://spartanchassis.com

fleet and specialty chassis manufacturing, Spartan 
Chassis’ reputation is pretty much beyond reproach. 
Spartan offers a variety of chassis to the RV industry 
as well, catering to some high-end manufacturers 
like Foretravel, Entegra, Newmar, Tiffin and others. In 
all, Spartan offers six chassis for RV manufacturers, 
ranging from the K1 360 with a single rear axle to the 
K4 605 with a Passive Steer Tag Axle. Spartan chassis 
provide confident handling, a velvety ride and powerful 
brakes. Suffice it to say, we don’t have room to list the 
features and benefits of every chassis in Spartan’s line, 
but the company website offers detailed information on 
each of its chassis and which manufacturers use them 
as the basis for their products.

What we’d like to see: With impressive build quality, a 
great ride and an array of smart features, we honestly 
can’t think of anything. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE!
Coach House motorhomes are sold direct from the 

factory — there is no middleman. The “Coach House 
Buying Experience” includes: personal attention from 
courteous employees; a generous trade-in allowance 

for your current RV; on-the-spot financing (for qualified 
buyers); and instruction in how to operate your new RV.

VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT 
See for yourself what makes a Coach House motor-
home so special. Visit our factory at I-75 exit 195 near 
Venice, Fla., where a knowledgeable salesperson can 
show you the latest Coach House models on display in 
our showroom. The showroom is open from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday–Friday or by appointment.

COACH HOUSE, INC. · 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE · NOKOMIS, FL 34275 (941) 485-0984 
TOLL-FREE AT 1-800-235-0984 · ONLINE AT CoachHouseRV.com

Since 1985, the Gerzeny family 
has been setting the pace in the 
downsized motorhome market, 

manufacturing luxury Coach House 
recreational vehicles at their family-run 
factory in Venice, Fla.

Fuel-efficient Coach House RVs, 
ranging from 23 feet to 27 feet, are 
available on either the Ford E-450 or 
Mercedes Sprinter chassis in a wide 
array of floor plans to fit your lifestyle.

At Coach House, our mission is 
simple: to build the best RVs in the 
industry. At the root of our quality is a 
patented one-piece shell, unique in the 
RV industry, that is less likely to leak, 
squeak or rattle over time.

Beyond the unique one-piece shell, 
here are some of the other factors that 

make the downsized Platinum and 
Platinum II your best motorhome value:
•  More standard features than any other 

motorhome in their class.
•  Decorator interiors with solid-surface 

countertops, hand-crafted cabinets, 
brand-name appliances, LED lighting 
throughout, HDTV, and more.

•  Choice of chassis: Ford E-450 (gas) or 
Mercedes Sprinter (diesel). 

•  Warranty service available nationwide 
for your peace of mind.

•  High ratings for ride and safety.
•  Coming soon — the new Platinum III, 

built on a diesel Ford Transit chassis.

What makes the Coach House Platinum 
unique? It starts with our patented 
one-piece hand-laid molded fiberglass 
body, specifically designed for either 
the Mercedes or Ford chassis. The shell 
is reinforced with carbon fiber and the 
interior is lined with insulation (R-18). 
The result? “The quietest motorhome 
I’ve ever driven,” according to FMCA’s 
The RV Doctor.

Meet the Family
Luxury downsized motorhomes,  
direct from our family to yours.

Mercedes
Class B

Mercedes
Class B+

Ford
Class B+
Ford Mercedes Mercedes
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Symphony on Wheels

TEST TIFFIN ALLEGRO BUS 45 OPP

Tiffi n’s design of its luxurious 2019 Allegro Bus 45 OPP makes beautiful music 

RVenthusiasts in the market for a high-dollar motorhome have 
certain expectations that must be met. A high-end coach should have 
exceptional design and quality, graceful lines, be a pleasure to drive 

and have the latest in amenities — not to mention high-tech features. The 2019 
Tiffi n Allegro Bus 45 OPP is a quad-slide coach that fi ts the bill exceptionally well; 
it’s a veritable “Architectural Digest” on wheels.

navigate. Included is a complete digital 
dashboard with integrated JBL stereo 
($1,540), Garmin RV navigation and 
camera system. The six-way power 
driver’s seat is clad in ultraleather 
and with the multi-position smart 
wheel steering wheel, promotes driver 
comfort. The digital dashboard display 
image appears on an LED screen, and 
the virtual gauges move vertically and 
side-to-side electronically to ensure a 
clear view to the driver. The panoramic 
windshield provides a glorious view 
of the road and passing scenery. The 
mirrors are easily seen, and cameras 
increase blind-spot visibility. 

One note about the Spyder Controls 
system: it’s great but lacks an available 

ABOVE: All LED exterior lighting, full-body paint and graceful lines make the Allegro Bus 45 OPP a real eye-catcher.

By Chris Dougherty
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The Inside Scoop
Stepping into the Allegro Bus is tanta-
lizing. All the surfaces are befi tting of 
the nearly $500,000 as-tested MSRP. 
The front entry is adorned with ceramic 
wood-plank tile with marble tread 
nosing and chrome accents; a venerable 
grand staircase into a mobile manse. 
Entry to the locked coach is aided by an 
illuminated keyless touchpad that also 
operates other items such as basement 
door locks and awnings.

The driver’s compartment is 
luxurious and well laid out. The entire 
coach is operated via a Spyder Controls 
multiplexing computer ($2,240), which 
is easy to operate. The screens and 
touchpads are clear and simple to 

app for smart devices. Coach Proxy is 
an aftermarket add-on that will allow 
connectivity from any computer, phone 
or tablet, according to the company. 

A touch panel just inside the entry 
door incorporates many of the coach’s 
available functions, including interior and 
exterior lighting, awning control, door 
locks, panel lights and battery control. 
This is super convenient for checking 
the status of the vehicle while in storage, 
adjusting the interior temperature and 
gaining access to all the basement com-
partments. The passenger has his or her 
own panel on the armrest with indepen-
dent lighting, power shade, step cover 
and fan controls.

One feature that took us some 
time to discover was the front slideout 
controls. While the rear slides are 
controlled via the Spyder system, the 
front two are controlled by switches 
in the back edge of the driver and 
passenger seats. While this might seem 
a bit unusual, it’s actually brilliant. 

44  MotorHome  January 2019

MH1901-Test Tiffin Allegro Bus.indd   10/24/18   4:48 PM   - 44 -    (Cyan)MH1901-Test Tiffin Allegro Bus.indd   10/24/18   4:48 PM   - 44 -    (Magenta)MH1901-Test Tiffin Allegro Bus.indd   10/24/18   4:48 PM   - 44 -    (Yellow)MH1901-Test Tiffin Allegro Bus.indd   10/24/18   4:48 PM   - 44 -    (BlacK)



Ph
ot

os
: S

ha
w

n 
Sp

en
ce

Many a front captain’s chair and slideout have been damaged 
because the owner forgot to move the seats forward before 
operating the slideouts. This placement ensures that, as 
Spock would say, the operator is one with the seat and slide.

The captain’s chairs, of course, can be rotated toward the 
living room, which can be customized at the factory, in many 
ways, to suit the client’s taste. The test unit was equipped 
with opposing sofa beds, and an elevating TV behind the one 
on the passenger side. It also has a dinette with computer 
station, all of which are standard. However, recliners, theater 
seating, fireplaces and U-shaped dinettes are all options that 
can be selected to rearrange the living space. The floor is a 
seasoned wood plank tile with radiant heating ($4,900) for a 
nice feel on chilly days and nights. The bright floor contrasts 
nicely with the solid cherry cabinetry ($2,240) throughout the 
coach. All the furniture options in the living space are clad in 
ultraleather, including two heavy dining chairs that look and 
feel like those in high-end homes. Six species of wood and 
four interior appointments are available.

The dinette with its computer station is a fine example of 
space designed for multitasking. The allocated space makes 
it convenient to spread out and work, and the storage space 
below and above ensures everything has a place to live when 
not in use. Mate this to the Winegard ConnecT 2.0 mobile 
Wi-Fi extender with 4G LTE service, and your office, and the 
whole coach for that matter, are connected to the world.

The galley configuration has slightly less “fixed” counter-
space than other motorhome galleys, but the large stainless-
steel farmer’s sink, optional Wolf induction cooktop ($2,100) 
and a pull-out island make the trade-off viable. The cooktop 
and sink have solid-surface covers, so additional counter-
space can be attained when they are not needed. The pull-out 
island adds considerably to the counterspace. A full tile 
mosaic backsplash is an attractive and utilitarian addition and 
creates a large rectangular tile surround for the recessed 
window opening. This window, as with all the others, is served 
by a power shade, controlled by the Spyder system. 

Above the counter is a Sharp Carousel convection 
microwave with range vent, and an interesting overhead 

cabinet with mini slide-out pantry, which reduces those 
hidden-in-the-way-back items we tend to forget about. 
Also, it serves as a kitchen shelf that’s visible to the cook, 
but otherwise looks like fine cabinetry to the living area 
occupants when deployed. Again, nicely done.

Across from the galley is the stainless Maytag French door 
refrigerator/freezer with ice and water in the door, flanked by 
two automatic locking slide-out pantries. Floor-level accent 
lighting here and in the main galley is a nice touch.

Speaking of lighting, the entire motorhome is equipped 
with dimmable LED lighting, controlled via the Spyder 
system. The circuits are separated into logical zones, so the 
lighting can be custom set for any mood or need.

The 45 OPP is a bath-and-a-half floorplan; the forward 
half-bath shares the same deluxe décor as the galley, and is 
equipped with a Dometic Masterflush 8700 macerating toilet. 

The master bedroom suite is configured masterfully, ben-
efitting from additional capital expenditure on Tiffin’s part.

Of course, bedrooms are primarily for sleeping, and 
the test coach featured an optional Power Smart king bed 
($1,680), which allows the mattress to be extended out from 
the slideout wall, making it easy to change sheets or raise 
the head for reading or watching TV — all controlled from a 
nearby touchpad. A major new feature is the optional rear 
emergency exit ($1,680), which is a good investment for 
safety. Emergency exits have traditionally been problem-
atic in RVs because in many cases, egress is difficult and 

Right: A teak wall 
seat in the glass, tile 
and solid-surface 
shower with dual-
residential shower 
heads adds the 
ultimate note of 
luxury. Middle: The 
forward half-bath 
is convenient for 
guests and helps 
maintain privacy. 
Far right: His and 
hers sinks with 
waterfall faucets 
make daily primping 
a breeze.

T I F F I N  A L L E G R O  B U S  4 5  O P P 

DINETTE/WORKSTATION

EGRESS EXIT

CLOSET

TV/FIREPLACE

SOFA BED

FRIDGE
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TEST   TIFFIN ALLEGRO BUS 45 OPP

another well-thought-out space, with 
a plethora of cabinets and cubbies. A 
portable seat, also in ultraleather, aids 
in dressing, and can also be used in the 
living room as a matching footstool.

Behind the Wheel
Another hallmark of an upscale 
motorcoach is how it handles on the 
road. The 45 OPP’s road manners 
are impressive, courtesy of Tiffi n’s 
Powerglide chassis. 

The 450-hp Cummins ISL 
powerplant puts out 1,250 lb-ft of 
torque, and mated with the Allison 
3000MH six-speed automatic transmis-
sion with electronic touchpad controls, 
provides more than adequate power 
and acceleration for this size coach. 
With a gross vehicle weight rating of 
51,000 pounds, this is a lot of bus to 
move around, so while it isn’t a Ferrari, 
it will get the job done nicely. For those 
with a little heavier foot, the 45 OPP is 
available with an optional Cummins 
X15 that supplies 605 hp and 1,950 lb-ft 
of torque, mated to an Allison 4000MH 
six-speed gearbox. On the road, stability 
is good and the coach handles abrupt 
lane changes with aplomb. The turning 
radius of the 45 OPP is nothing short of 
amazing, and some tests in a parking 
lot proved that this 45-foot behemoth 
could make a turn onto a narrow 
two-lane without an issue. The tag 
axle on the Powerglide chassis raises 
automatically but can be overridden 
manually if needed.

requires that the occupants dive out an 
opening to the ground. While this type of 
emergency exit meets code, it ultimately 
can lead to injuries. Tiffi n has designed 
an airplane-style emergency exit located 
behind two of the headboard panels. 
In an emergency, while in bed or in the 
rear of the coach, these two panels 
are simply pulled off and set aside, the 
exit handle latch is then pulled and the 
door folds down to create a rudimen-
tary staircase or ladder from which to 
exit. This is a true game changer, in our 
opinion, and we’d love to see this feature 
in every RV bedroom.

There is ample storage in the 
bedroom, both above and across from 
the bed. Here again, owners have a 
choice of layout. The test coach was 
fi tted with a lift-up LED TV and fi replace 
for ambiance, along with drawers and 
shelves for storing essentials. A solid 
cherry multi-panel sliding door separates 
the bedroom suite from the rest of the 
coach, creating another living zone, and 
privacy when guests come calling.

The rear portion of the suite is the 
master bathroom and closet/dressing 
room. Some folks might fi nd this area 
to be wasted space, but we would 
disagree. At 45 feet in length with four 
slides, interior space in the 45 OPP is 
not an issue, and this bathroom makes 

WHAT’S HOT 

WHAT’S NOT 

Driver’s compartment layout, farmer’s 
sink in galley, walk-in shower, emergency 
exit stair in bedroom 

Shower skylight cover, lack of standard 
app support for Spyder Controls multiplex 
system

Clockwise, from top left: With the captain’s chairs rotated, the living room is a comfortable 
place for entertaining guests. When expanded, the galley has plenty of prep space. Innovative 
emergency exit is a great safety feature and should be on every RV. The master bedroom 
features a fi replace and elevated HDTV. 

daily routines, clothing care and storage 
much more enjoyable. 

The lavatory shares a common 
theme with the rest of the motorhome 
in that the facilities are cast from the 
same solid-surface material, with the 
colonial carved edge. Deluxe wall-
mounted waterfall faucets serve his and 
hers sinks, and are matched by inde-
pendent vanity mirrors with medicine 
cabinets sitting atop a matching tile 
wall. Again, LED lighting in the soffi t 
provides ample illumination, and there 
is adequate storage in the sink base.

The pièce de résistance in the rear 
bath is the huge walk-in shower, with 
solid glass surround and door, and 
mosaic tile design applied to the solid-
surface surround. This is an amazing 
addition for the shower afi cionado 
and is akin to the fi nest showers 
found in exclusive hotels and homes. 
Residential shower controls direct the 
water to a rainfall immersion head or 
a handheld shower massage head. 
The shower encourages taking very 
long hot showers, supported by the 
100-gallon freshwater tank, 100-gallon 
gray-water tank and the Aqua-Hot 
instant hot water and heating system. 
With full hookups, you could theoreti-
cally soak in the rain shower all day.

The closet and dressing room is 
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Radiant Electric Heat – A Revolution in RV Comfort 

• Gently warms the surrounding surfaces and occupants

Gold Heat ™:
Black Gold™:

ELECTRIC RADIANT COMFORT
Even, powerful heat for true comfort

HYDRONIC DISAPPOINTMENT

by hydronic claims!

 Choose Radiant Comfort

As featured in models by: 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT | INSTALLATION TRAINING | WARRANTY SUPPORT | STATE-OF-THE-ART DIAGNOSTICS

877-789-HEAT(4328)
WWW.GOLDHEAT.COM

SERVING THE RV INDUSTRY 
SINCE 2001

HYDRONIC DISAPPOINTMENT ELECTRIC RADIANT COMFORT

Come see us at Florida RV 
SuperShow in 

Tampa - Booths A11 & A12

Aries Engineering, Circle 102 on Reader Service Card
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Specifi cations
Chassis
Model Tiffi n Powerglide
Engine Cummins ISL 8.9L I-6
SAE Hp 450 @ 2,100 rpm
Torque 1,250 lb-ft @ 1,400-1,500 rpm
Transmission Allison 3000MH 6-speed automatic
Axle Ratio 4.63:1
Tires 315/80R 22.5
Wheelbase 323"
Brakes Front/Rear Air ABS Disc
Suspension Front/Rear Air
Fuel Capacity 150 gal
DEF Capacity 15 gal
Fuel Economy 7.1 mpg
Warranty 3 years/50,000 miles

Coach
Exterior Length 45'
Exterior Width 8' 5"
Exterior Height 13' 3"
Interior Width 8'
Interior Height 6' 11"
Construction  All laminated fi berglass, roof,

walls, fl oors; Seamless System slideout boxes; 
steel and aluminum structure

Freshwater Capacity 100 gal
Black-water Capacity 55 gal
Gray-water Capacity 100 gal
Water-heater Capacity Instantaneous
LP-gas Capacity N/A
Air Conditioner (3) 15,000 Btu with heat pumps
Furnace Aqua-Hot Hydronic, 65,600-Btu
Refrigerator 21.7 cu-ft 
Inverter/Charger Magnum 2,800 watts/
 125 amps
Batteries (6) 6-volt 
AC Generator Onan QD 10kW
MSRP $451,500
MSRP As Tested $493,017
Warranty 1 year/12,000 miles;
 10-year structural, 5-year delamination 

Wet Weight
(Water and water heater, fuel tank full; no supplies 
or passengers)
Front Axle 15,580 lbs
Rear and Tag Axle 26,620 lbs
Total 42,200 lbs

Chassis Ratings
GAWR, F/R/Tag 17,000 lbs/23,000lbs/11,000 lbs
GVWR/GCWR 51,000 lbs/66,000 lbs
ROCCC 8,800 lbs
GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR Gross Combination Weight Rating
ROCCC Realistic Occupant and Cargo Carrying 

Capacity (full water, no passengers)

888-847-7010

The Last LEAK 
You’ll Ever Have. . .
The Last ROOF 
You’ll Ever Need!

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 
Seams or Skylights 

• No Streaking • No Leaks...EVER!

100%
MAINTENANCE FREE

Call for FREE Information Kit 
www.rvroofingsolutions.com

Beautifully finished seamless roof

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 

MAINTENANCE FREE

Before

10 YEARS to get this

Beautifully finished seamless roof

3  DAYS to get this!

After

Booking appointments
December & January

Florida & Southern States
Tampa RV Show Booth A105

Franchises Available 
www.RVRoof ingFranchise.com

10 Year Material & Labor 
No Leak Guarantee
Work performed at 
   our location or yours

                                     Financing Available

  

Tiffi n Motorhomes Inc.
256-356-8661, www.tiffi nmotorhomes.com

TEST   TIFFIN ALLEGRO BUS 45 OPP

More important than accelerating 
a coach this heavy is stopping it. While 
the chassis features the customary 
engine brake and air service brakes, 
the test unit also employed the optional 
Mobileye collision avoidance system 
($1,540), which helps reduce the need 
for emergency stops. 

The Outside Story
The exterior of the Allegro Bus is 
available in eight exterior color schemes, 
and while the schemes consist of the 
customary swirls and swooshes, the 
color combinations are attractive, and 
the paint is deep and mostly fl awless. 
Dual electric lateral arm patio awnings 
— in addition to a matching entry-door 
awning — provide a generous amount of 
covered patio space. 

A problem with many RV slideouts is 
that, in time, the seals on the slide box 
fail and leak, which leads to delamina-
tion and structural decay. Tiffi n uses 
Seamless Slides, which is a completely 
watertight slideout system, according 
to the company. The slide boxes are 
made of one-piece formed fi berglass 
with special seals, and toppers are 
added to make the complete system. 
The Seamless System promises to be 
another Tiffi n game-changer in slideout 
design and longevity.

Basement storage is plentiful and 
easy to access with the two optional 
power slide-out trays ($3,150) and also 
features a Dometic chest refrigerator/
freezer on its own tray, beneath the 
exterior entertainment center.  

The Final Word
Over the years, Tiffi n has become a 
company with a legendary reputation 
that stands tall against the competi-
tion. The 2019 Tiffi n Allegro Bus 45 
OPP is a coach designed for those who 
spend a lot of time on the road or live 
in it full time and expect exceptional 
style and quality. While no rig is perfect 
for everybody, this one should be on 
the list for a luxury motorcoach. If you 
think we’re singing a high note for this 
Allegro, you’d be right. 
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• See all the latest Airstream models on display.
• Get the lowest prices and all factory incentives available.
• Guaranteed highest trade-in values.
• Staffed EXCLUSIVELY with Airstream certified representatives.
• Experience the History of Airstream. 
• Buy over the phone or online.
• Same day delivery.  Buy today, take it home today!

Grand Opening
Next to RV One Tampa

800-206-3916
4654 McIntosh Rd. Dover, FL 33527

Airstream.RVOne.com

Tampa
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Sale On Now!Sale On Now!Sale On Now!
Grand Opening

Sale On Now!Sale On Now!Sale On Now!
Grand Opening

Sale On Now!Sale On Now!Sale On Now!
Grand Opening

Sale On Now!Sale On Now!Sale On Now!

Now Open!
RV One Superstore!
is• Over 1,000 RVs in Stock

• Guaranteed Lowest Prices In US & Canada
• Call For An Instant Quote
• Highest Trade Values In America
• All Financing Approvals In House
• Super Low Interest Rates
• Zero Down Payment Available

Bigger Selection - Lower PricesRVOne.com

TAMPA, FLORIDA

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

EXIT 14 OFF I-4

4656 McIntosh Rd. 
Dover, FL 33527

813.659.0008

Refreshments
Every Weekend

Free

America’s Favorite BrandsAmerica’s Favorite BrandsAmerica’s Favorite BrandsAmerica’s Favorite BrandsAmerica’s Favorite BrandsAmerica’s Favorite BrandsAmerica’s Favorite BrandsAmerica’s Favorite BrandsAmerica’s Favorite BrandsAmerica’s Favorite BrandsAmerica’s Favorite BrandsAmerica’s Favorite Brands
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Roadmaster — Making towing safe, reliable and effortless.

(800) 669-9690roadmasterinc.comTime Tested  •  Time Proven

The world’s only illuminating tow bar — 
increasing safety and making it easier 
to disconnect in the dark.

Best non-binding tow bar in the industry.

While others use hollow steel tubing for 
their inner arms, Roadmaster uses 
SOLID stainless steel.  It looks better and 
lasts longer!

Longest tow bars arms ever produced, 
for maximum stability in towing.

The easiest braking system to use.  
Nothing to put in or take out.  Nothing 
to set up.

Trickle charges your battery while 
towing.  Invisibrake wlll NOT cause a 
dead battery.

Energizes your vehicle’s power brakes 
so you receive the same braking while 
towing as driving.

Audible alarm warns of extended 
braking or emergency breakaway.

Roadmaster puts safety first, with built-in 
electric brakes for safer and faster stops.

Slideable ramps quickly adjust your dolly 
to tow most any car weighing up to 
4,250 pounds.

Powder coated for maximum durability.

Assembles in one to two hours!

Accu-Lube hubs easily repack the wheel 
bearing with a grease gun.
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Clearsource premium two-
canister RV-specifi c system, 
tucked into a stout housing, 
removes much of the bad stuff 
while streamlining the process

Water is the lifeblood of any 
motorhome. Without this 
precious resource, it would 

be impossible to offer self-containment, 
and even though most owners take 
water for granted, and love the con-
venience, it can lead to acrimonious 
feelings. While water seems to be fairly 
unobtrusive, underlying factors can 
lead to bad taste, odor and even system 
failures, not to mention serious human 
illnesses.

Outside of water softeners to 
control total dissolved solids, many 
owners resort to fi ltering water that is 
fed via an RV park site hookup or when 
fi lling the onboard tank. Most common 
are 10-inch canisters that use replace-
able fi lters. Shade-tree mechanics 
typically resort to Rube Goldberg-
style “engineering” when it comes to 
building suitable supports for these 
canisters. It’s not unusual to fi nd milk 
crates and buckets modifi ed to hold the 
canisters upright; they work, but Clear-
source, a Southern California company 
that specializes in water fi ltration, has 
turned this process into an art form.

The company builds and markets 
premium water systems designed spe-
cifi cally for RVs. Single fi lter systems 
for RVs are helpful, but the use of two 

cartridges offers much more protection. 
Handling two connected fi lters can be 
cumbersome, which encouraged Clear-
source to house them in a stout chassis 
that’s fi guratively bulletproof, and to 
complement the system with high-end 
fi ttings and solid canisters.

Two oversize 10-inch canisters are 
mounted in a powder-coated, 15-inch 
tall by 14¼-inch wide by 7½-inch high 
metal chassis that exudes strength, 
which makes it somewhat bulky and 
seemingly heavy to manage. There’s 

no fl ex to the chassis and it can be 
positioned on the ground with total 
stability. After only a few uses, and 
transferring from the storage com-
partment to the ground, it became 
apparent that this heavy-duty system 
will undoubtedly last as along as the 
motorhome, and was actually easier to 
handle than expected.

The anatomy of the Clearsource 
system is impressive. Stainless-steel 
fi ttings mate the two canisters and 
offer corrosive-resistance connections 

By Bob Livingston

Ph
ot

os
: B

ob
 L

iv
in

gs
to

n

Water
Filtration

Clearsource external RV water fi lter system employs 
two oversize 10-inch canisters that are tucked into a 
stout, powder-coated metal chassis.

Kit includes sediment and coconut shell activated carbon block fi lters. Plastic wrench, supplied 
with the system, is used to remove canisters and access fi lters.

PRODUCT REVIEW CLEARSOURCE
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to the water hoses. Buttress threads 
and large O-rings offer a leak-free 
environment for the canisters, which 
can be tightened and removed with 
the provided plastic wrench. It’s not 
necessary to over tighten the canisters, 
and the filters must be seated properly 
to prevent leaks.

Two high-quality filter cartridges 
are preinstalled in the system, which 
can be ordered directly from the 
company and shipped in rugged 
boxes. The leading filter is formed by 
a thermal bond process without using 
adhesives or binders. It’s designed to 
remove sediment down to 5.0 microns. 
A four-layer structure does a good job 
of retaining particles, and after a short 
while it was evident (upon a visual 
inspection) that this media removes a 
large amount of unwanted contami-
nants, like silt and sediment. The filters 
are made of 100 percent polypropylene 
that meets FDA CFR Title 21 require-
ments for use with food and phar-
maceuticals. The second stage filter 
employs acid-washed coconut-based 
activated carbon. High purity coconut 
shells and the 0.5 micron rating assure 
that pesticides, cryptosporidium and 
giardia cysts will be removed from the 

water, according to the company.
The filter combination makes it 

possible to drink water from the tap, 
with reasonably good taste and sans 
odor; ultimate purification will require a 
separate system designed for control-
ling contaminated water that can lead 
to serious illnesses. Products to achieve 

this level of purification are available in 
the marketplace, and the water typically 
flows through an independent spigot, 
rather than supplying the entire house, 
which would not be practical.

Clearsource rates its filters to 
produce 2,000 gallons of water before 
needing replacement, so the filters can 
be used effectively for the entire water 
system. Under normal conditions, with 
typical use of a motorhome, that should 
provide coverage of up to a year before 
replacing the filters. Full-timers, like 

ourselves, will likely replace filters 
every two or three months, although 
we found them to last quite a bit longer. 
Replacement filter packs sell for 
$29.95.

Longer use of the filters may lead to 
a reduction in pressure, which is tested 
at the factory at 40 psi; flow rate is 6 
gallons per minute. To test pressure 
consistency, we ran the filters for six 
months, which far exceeds recommen-
dations, and experienced no significant 
drop in water pressure.

Storing the filters between trips 
is very simple. Non-use for up to two 
weeks requires no maintenance. We 
drained the water before storing the 
system in an outside compartment to 
prevent sloshing during travel. This was 
accomplished by turning the chassis 
on its side and allowing the water to 
flow out of the fittings. If the filters 
will be unused for a month or longer, 

PRODUCT REVIEW CLEARSOURCE

" The external system is on the pricey side, 
but the versatility is unsurpassed when it 
comes to water filtering and conditioning. "

[1] Filter must be seated properly in the bottom of the canister for proper operation and to 
prevent leaks. [2] Standard-size 10-inch filters will fit in the canister. Here, a new sediment filter 
is placed in the canister. Filter packs that include a sediment and carbon block cartridge are 
available from the company for $29.95. Filters are rated at 2,000 gallons, which should serve 
casual motorhome travelers for a year. [3] Heavy O-rings provide a tight seal, but they can drop 
out easily when the canister is turned upside-down or on its side. The canisters will not seat 
properly, and leak profusely, if the O-rings are not in place. Replacement O-rings are available 
from the company.

[4] Buttress-thread canister housings are 
mounted to the chassis and connected 
with high-quality stainless-steel fittings. 
Canisters can be attached easily, without 
binding. [5] The company recently improved 
the system by adding stainless-steel rotating 
fittings for connecting the hoses.

1 3

4 5

2
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the canisters should be drained and 
the filters placed in dry storage. Once 
water is reintroduced, the filters will 
reactivate. Those who prefer to sanitize 
the canisters after long storage can 
use cleaning tablets sold for hydration 
bladders popular with hikers and 
bicyclists.

Owners concerned with possible 
theft can run a cable through the 
chassis and lock it to a logical place on 
the motorhome frame.

Although the hose fittings on the 
original test system were fixed and 
worked well, the company now provides 
improved rotating counterparts that 
make hookup even easier. It also 
improved the washers to prevent them 
from falling out when the hoses were 
removed. Quick-connect couplings 
speed up the hookup process and 
owners should use quality fittings to 
prevent unintentional disconnections.

The external system is on the pricey 
side ($275), but the versatility is unsur-
passed when it comes to water filtering 
and conditioning. For example, we 
spend time in RV parks located in the 
Midwest, where the water has a high 
concentration of iron. Consequently, 
“rust” staining makes a mess of the 
sinks, shower stall and toilet. Clear-

[6] Before using the new system the first time, or after replacing the filters, water must be 
flushed through a faucet until it runs clear. [7] Hookup at an RV park with high concentrations 
of iron in the water leave telltale “rust” stains.

[8] After one week in service, the rust-
inhibiting filter was stained badly, while 
the carbon block cartridge remained clean. 
There were no signs of rust staining on 
the sinks or toilet during the test period. 
[9] Rust-colored staining on the hose inlet 
fitting was evident after only a few days. 
The fitting on the outlet side was clean, 
which is attributable to the rust-inhibiting 
filter used in lieu of the sediment filter 
while visiting the RV park. 
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RV ARMOR is a Federally 
Registered Trademark  
of RV Armor, Inc.  
All Rights Reserved.

SEAMLESS

BEFORE

AFTER

www.RV-ARMOR.com 
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-782-7667)

leak and  
worry-free  
FOR LIFE.

Lightweight: Seamless, and  
maintenance-free
Convenient: Don’t Move! We’ll 
come to you and install your 
new roof. Two-day process with 
nationwide service.
Affordable: Less expensive than 
a traditional roof replacement
Permanent: Lifetime material 
and labor  
warranty.  
Tracked by  
the VIN #

RVArmor Lifetime 
Roof

Clearsource 
949-860-1561, www.clearsourcerv.com

For More Information

PRODUCT REVIEW CLEARSOURCE

source offers a rust-inhibiting filter that 
does a commendable job of reducing 
staining. We tested this filter over a 
period of one month and experienced 
virtually no staining. Previous visits to 
the area resulted in a toilet replace-
ment and sustained scrubbing (think 
hard work) with products designed to 
remove “rust” staining. The rust-inhib-
iting media temporarily replaced the 
sediment filter while we were hooked 
up to the iron-heavy water. This filter 
sells for $19.95.

As an external system, the Clear-
source filters and chassis can be 
placed virtually anywhere outside the 
motorhome. It’s always best to locate 
the filters out of the sun, which can be 
accomplished easily by scooting the 
system under the motorhome. It should 
not be used inside a compartment since 
a burst hose or bad gasket can lead to 
water damage.

Owners who have room in their 
utility compartment can consider the 
company’s onboard system that’s 
designed to be mounted on a wall. 
Using an equally stout chassis, albeit 
much smaller and lighter, kits are 

available in two- or three-filter ar-
rangements. The two-canister onboard 
system uses the same filters that are 
packaged with the external chassis; 
the three-canister product comes 
with an additional 0.2-micron filter 
that provides another layer of water 
cleaning. Those who have the room for 
three canisters can integrate a rust-
inhibiting or other type of filter into the 
system, depending on conditions. A 
sulfur-reducing filter is available for 
$19.95 and a deionizing product that 
reduces dissolved solids to almost zero 
sells for $39.95. Deionizing filters have 
limited capacity, and are really designed 
to prevent water spotting when washing 
a vehicle. Two-stage onboard systems 
sell for $275 and the three-filter con-
figuration has a $350 price tag.

Owners who appreciate high-quality 
products will enjoy using the Clear-
source filter system. In most cases, 
bottled drinking water can be removed 
from the grocery list, and those who 
gloated over their homemade filter 
supports will have no problem making 
the switch. Sorry, Rube. 

[10] Onboard filter system (left) is quite a 
bit smaller and lighter than the external 
model. It’s designed to be mounted in 
a utility compartment; it should not 
be installed in a storage compartment 
because of possible water leakage from 
burst hoses or worn gaskets. [11] Replace-
ment filters are readily available from 
Clearsource. Shown from left to right are 
the rust-inhibiting cartridge, the standard 
two-filter pack originally provided with the 
system and the deionizing cartridge set.
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* Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in AR, CA, FL, GA, LA, MS, OH, OK, OR, TX, TN, WA, 
or UT). Inventory and floorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the nearest authorized dealer. Contact your area dealer for availability. Vehicle identification 
numbers posted at dealership. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other offer and not applicable to prior sales. Offer(s) valid at any Camping 
World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. (c) 2018 FreedomRoads, LLC. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. and used with permission. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks 
is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. Offers expire 12/31/2018. FR0000469-0918
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L I T T L E  S O M E T H I N G  T O O .

New 2019 Thor Motor Coach Freedom Elite 22FE
STK.# 1510181 • Cedar Falls, IA • MSRP $87,400 • Now $59,888*

New 2019 Thor Motor Coach Freedom Traveler A27
STK.# 1530964 • Springfield, MO • MSRP $122,100 • Now $79,995*
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NOW THROUGH DEC. 30TH

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com/Shop   ° Flat shipping fee applies To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH Product Protection Plan available

©2018 CWI Inc. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks are expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.
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Garmin RV770LMT-S 7" GPS #107041
Includes road warnings and custom RV routing for the size and weight of your RV or 
trailer, a directory of RV Parks and Services and free live services such as traffic, basic 
weather and more (WiFi required). Preloaded with TripAdvisor points of interest,  
including popular restaurants and attractions. | Reg. $369.99 | 

6.95" display

CLUB SALE
$34999

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 $20

NOW THROUGH DEC. 30

FOR THE OUTDOOR 
ENTHUSIAST

on 
Gifts

Large Portable Ice Maker #108162
Automatic shut-off safety feature turns unit off when the ice bin is full 
or when the water level is low. Electronic controls with indicator lights. 
Removable ice bin. Ice scoop included. | Reg. $249.99 | 

131⁄2"H x 133⁄4"W x 153⁄4"D

CLUB SALE
$18797

Produces up to 45 lbs. of 
ice every 24 hours with 
lift top for easy access

Folds to 32" x 14" x 30"

8"W padded 
seat

250 lb. 
capacity

22" tire 
dia.

Twelve-Speed Bike, Midnight Blue #87467
Shimano gears and front/rear hand brakes.
Reg. $219.99 | ° | 

CLUB SALE

2 for $29998

Little Red Portable Campfire #34763
Realistic logs, 8' hose and adjustable regulator 
store inside. Connects to 5 lb. or larger propane 
tank (sold separately). | Reg. $194.99 | ° | 

9"H x 121⁄2" dia.

CLUB SALE
$12997

Swirl Design, 
Brown/Cream

Wave Design,
Brown

Windmill Design,
Black/Taupe

Navy/
Cream

Green/
Cream

Black/
Gray

BordeauxNavy Black

Patio Mats, 8' x 16'
Weather-resistant polypropylene mats with decorative 
designs are UV-stabilized to prevent fading and resist 
mold and mildew. | Reg. $99.99 | °

CLUB SALE
$6997

 CLUB MEMBERSSave up 
to30%

WHILE 
SUPPLIES 

LAST! Blue/
Brown

Brown/
Taupe

Die Cast Aluminum 
Platform Step #112637
Die cast construction is stronger 
than welding. Solid foot bottom 
won’t cut rubber non-skid pad for 
longer life. | Reg. $95.59

CLUB SALE
$7997

Supports up 
to 1000 lbs.

19"L x 14"W platform

NEW!

Carry bag includedCLUB SALE
$4997

BEST SELLERS! Club Chair
Brown #42645     Gray #90248     
Navy #96614
• Cushy padded chair      
• 600 denier polyester  
Reg. $58.99 | ° | 

All full-size Club Chairs—
21"W seat

All full-size 
Club Chairs— 

250 lb. capacity

Tan Club Chair #110078   
• More compact than standard Club Chairs 
• Ideal for smaller campers
Club SALE $39.97 Reg. $49.99 | ° | 

225 lb. 
capacity

SMALLER 
SIZE!

16"W seat

Tan
Gray

Navy

Brown

Personal Table
Compact table made of 
high-impact polyethylene. 
ONLY AT CAMPING WORLD! 
Clay #74982     
Black #90102
Granite White (not shown) #48945
Reg. $26.99 | °

CLUB SALE
$1797

Height 
adjustable to 
24", 26" or 28"

Clay

26" x 18" tabletop

Black

RV Leveling Blocks, 4-Pack #56857
Sized for larger truck, trailer and RV tires. 
81⁄2"L x 81⁄2"W x 5"H stacked. | Reg. $20.49

Each block is 81⁄2" x 81⁄2" x 1"

CLUB SALE
$1177

Vector Gas Tabletop Grill with Smoke Tray #86915
Features two independently controlled 6500 BTU burners plus a 3500 BTU 
smoke tray burner. 20 lb. propane tank sold separately. | Reg. $214.99 | ° | 

CLUB SALE
$15997

Gifts

$15997
CLUB SALE
$15997

Operates 
from 175°F 
to 650°F

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 $55

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 $140

SAVE

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save  

 
 40%

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save  

 
 $60 CLUB 

MEMBERS

Save  

 
 30%

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save  

 
 30%

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save  

 
 20%

16,500 
BTUs

367 sq. in. 
cooking surface

Utility Blower #74807
Compact size. 120 volts, 600 watts. | Reg. $28.99

CLUB SALE
$22

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save up 

 
to 20%

56-57 CAMPING WORLD.indd   10/23/18   8:56 AM   - 56 -    (Cyan)56-57 CAMPING WORLD.indd   10/23/18   8:56 AM   - 56 -    (Magenta)56-57 CAMPING WORLD.indd   10/23/18   8:56 AM   - 56 -    (Yellow)56-57 CAMPING WORLD.indd   10/23/18   8:56 AM   - 56 -    (BlacK)



NOW THROUGH DEC. 30TH

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com/Shop   ° Flat shipping fee applies To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH Product Protection Plan available

©2018 CWI Inc. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks are expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.

C
W
00
18
93
_M
H

Garmin RV770LMT-S 7" GPS #107041
Includes road warnings and custom RV routing for the size and weight of your RV or 
trailer, a directory of RV Parks and Services and free live services such as traffic, basic 
weather and more (WiFi required). Preloaded with TripAdvisor points of interest,  
including popular restaurants and attractions. | Reg. $369.99 | 

6.95" display

CLUB SALE
$34999

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 $20

NOW THROUGH DEC. 30

FOR THE OUTDOOR 
ENTHUSIAST

on 
Gifts

Large Portable Ice Maker #108162
Automatic shut-off safety feature turns unit off when the ice bin is full 
or when the water level is low. Electronic controls with indicator lights. 
Removable ice bin. Ice scoop included. | Reg. $249.99 | 

131⁄2"H x 133⁄4"W x 153⁄4"D

CLUB SALE
$18797

Produces up to 45 lbs. of 
ice every 24 hours with 
lift top for easy access

Folds to 32" x 14" x 30"

8"W padded 
seat

250 lb. 
capacity

22" tire 
dia.

Twelve-Speed Bike, Midnight Blue #87467
Shimano gears and front/rear hand brakes.
Reg. $219.99 | ° | 

CLUB SALE

2 for $29998

Little Red Portable Campfire #34763
Realistic logs, 8' hose and adjustable regulator 
store inside. Connects to 5 lb. or larger propane 
tank (sold separately). | Reg. $194.99 | ° | 

9"H x 121⁄2" dia.

CLUB SALE
$12997

Swirl Design, 
Brown/Cream

Wave Design,
Brown

Windmill Design,
Black/Taupe

Navy/
Cream

Green/
Cream

Black/
Gray

BordeauxNavy Black

Patio Mats, 8' x 16'
Weather-resistant polypropylene mats with decorative 
designs are UV-stabilized to prevent fading and resist 
mold and mildew. | Reg. $99.99 | °

CLUB SALE
$6997

 CLUB MEMBERSSave up 
to30%

WHILE 
SUPPLIES 

LAST! Blue/
Brown

Brown/
Taupe

Die Cast Aluminum 
Platform Step #112637
Die cast construction is stronger 
than welding. Solid foot bottom 
won’t cut rubber non-skid pad for 
longer life. | Reg. $95.59

CLUB SALE
$7997

Supports up 
to 1000 lbs.

19"L x 14"W platform

NEW!

Carry bag includedCLUB SALE
$4997

BEST SELLERS! Club Chair
Brown #42645     Gray #90248     
Navy #96614
• Cushy padded chair      
• 600 denier polyester  
Reg. $58.99 | ° | 

All full-size Club Chairs—
21"W seat

All full-size 
Club Chairs— 

250 lb. capacity

Tan Club Chair #110078   
• More compact than standard Club Chairs 
• Ideal for smaller campers
Club SALE $39.97 Reg. $49.99 | ° | 

225 lb. 
capacity

SMALLER 
SIZE!

16"W seat

Tan
Gray

Navy

Brown

Personal Table
Compact table made of 
high-impact polyethylene. 
ONLY AT CAMPING WORLD! 
Clay #74982     
Black #90102
Granite White (not shown) #48945
Reg. $26.99 | °

CLUB SALE
$1797

Height 
adjustable to 
24", 26" or 28"

Clay

26" x 18" tabletop

Black

RV Leveling Blocks, 4-Pack #56857
Sized for larger truck, trailer and RV tires. 
81⁄2"L x 81⁄2"W x 5"H stacked. | Reg. $20.49

Each block is 81⁄2" x 81⁄2" x 1"

CLUB SALE
$1177

Vector Gas Tabletop Grill with Smoke Tray #86915
Features two independently controlled 6500 BTU burners plus a 3500 BTU 
smoke tray burner. 20 lb. propane tank sold separately. | Reg. $214.99 | ° | 

CLUB SALE
$15997

Gifts

$15997
CLUB SALE
$15997

Operates 
from 175°F 
to 650°F

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 $55

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 $140

SAVE

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save  

 
 40%

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save  

 
 $60 CLUB 

MEMBERS

Save  

 
 30%

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save  

 
 30%

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save  

 
 20%

16,500 
BTUs

367 sq. in. 
cooking surface

Utility Blower #74807
Compact size. 120 volts, 600 watts. | Reg. $28.99

CLUB SALE
$22

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save up 

 
to 20%
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QUITE THE TREK
Mark and Karen Souther 

are true “Trekkies” — 
not because they’re fans 

of Gene Roddenberry’s fi ctional 
starship, but because of their love for 
a 1993 Safari Trek Pathmaker. It is 
a relationship that has weathered a 
massive renovation project requiring 
patience, perseverance and even a 
few tears. If you’ve ever dreamed 
of breathing new life into a classic 
motorhome, theirs is an inspiring and 
cautionary tale. 

The Southers have camped for 
as long as they can remember. As 
a couple, they’ve also owned their 
share of big RVs, most recently a 
40-foot Monaco La Palma Class A 
motorhome. After an Alaska trip 
that saw them stuck in Anchorage 
for more than a month with a third 

slideout repair, the couple decided it 
was time to downsize. 

But after several trips to dealers 
and RV shows, they were disappointed. 

“Everything was so large,” Mark 
said. “We could afford to buy any 
coach we wanted, but none of them 
were what we wanted.”

Not long after, they happened 
upon a 24-foot Trek at a local RV 
park. Built in the 1990s on an Isuzu 
truck chassis and powered by a 
turbo charged 4-cylinder diesel 
engine, the Safari had an unusually 
spacious living area thanks to its 
patented Electromajic bed, a queen-
sized space saver that stored against 
the ceiling and lowered and raised 
with the push of a button. 

“It had all the bells and whistles 
of a big coach, just in a smaller 

By Ann Eichenmuller
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version,” Mark notes. 
Having discovered the 

motorhome of their dreams, the 
challenge now was fi nding one for 
sale. Four-cylinder diesel Treks are 
a sought-after commodity, and they 
felt fortunate to pay just $12,000 for 
their 1993 Pathmaker, despite its 
poor condition. The Southers knew it 

While renovations can be a trial, Mark and 
Karen Souther wouldn’t trade their Safari Trek.

The new dark-gray paint gives the 1993 Pathmaker a sleek, modern look.

AFTER AN EXTENSIVE RENOVATION PROCESS, A COUPLE IS ABLE TO 
ENJOY THE 1993 SAFARI TREK PATHMAKER OF THEIR DREAMS  

January 2019  MotorHome  59
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The Trek’s galley is unusually spacious for a small motorhome, complete with a 6-foot-long 
countertop. The rear bath has a new skylight and toilet, along with a refi nished shower and sink.

of the interior, stripping wallpaper 
with a blow dryer, repairing water-
damaged walls and ceilings, and 
sending the furniture out for re-
upholstering. They installed a new 
headliner and used iron-on veneer to 
cover wall panel joints. A new Dometic 
toilet fi t easily in the bathroom, but no 
replacements could be found for the 
odd-sized shower stall and sink, so 
they were refi nished. New glued-down 
industrial-grade wood laminate 
fl ooring was installed, as well as 
quarter-round molding along the fl oor 
and ceiling.

In the kitchen, the Formica 
countertop, four-burner LP-gas stove, 
convection microwave and refrigerator 
were all in good condition. The couple 
added a tin-look backsplash, sanded 
the cabinets and applied fresh varnish, 
and replaced drawer pulls and hinges. 
Karen also made a Roman-style shade 
to fi t the kitchen window.

The Southers removed the worn 
blinds and valances throughout the 
interior, replacing them with either tab 
or sliding curtains fashioned from Ikea 
panels. They even fashioned their own 
rods from dowels and doorknob pulls. 

Clearing space around the windows 
“opened up the living space so much 
more,” Karen notes. 

Other changes included removing 
the old tube-type TV up front, reconfi g-
uring the cabinets and installing a fl at-
screen TV on a folding ceiling-mount. 
They also replaced all the lights on 
board with LEDs — and they’re fairly 
certain that’s not everything. 

Karen laughs, “There are so many 
things we’ve done to her, we can’t keep 
track of them all!”

Having completed most of this 
major renovation themselves, they 
decided their “little girl” needed one 
refi t they couldn’t do — exterior paint. 
They chose a shop that “seemed” to be They chose a shop that “seemed” to be 

SOUTHER COMFORT 
A 24-foot Safari Trek Pathmaker diesel on the used market can run anywhere from 
$11,000 -$30,000, depending on condition. Expect to pay a little more for the 28-foot 
model. The Southers estimate they spent $30,000 on renovations and new paint, far 
less than they would pay for a comparable new motorhome, and in return they have a 
pristine coach customized to fi t their needs.

The Southers’ Trek with its original weathered and dated exterior.

was a good investment when they were 
offered $19,000 for the same Trek just 
two weeks later. 

“We told the man it wasn’t for 
sale,” Mark says with a smile.  

Restoration began with fi nding 
a truck repair facility willing to do 
the mechanical work. No Isuzu shop 
would touch the motorhome because 
of potential liability for damage to the 
interior, despite assurances it was 
going to be gutted anyway. They fi nally 
found a repair facility willing to take 
the job, then faced exorbitant costs, 
extended delays and work that was 
either poorly done or never completed.

The Southers ended up going back 
for parts to Draco Isuzu, the fi rst shop 
to turn their Safari away. After hearing 
their story, the owner agreed to help. 
His mechanics had to redo much of the 
costly work supposedly already done 
by the other shop, and Mark and Karen 
credit Draco with saving their Trek. 

“Everything mechanically that 
needed attention was repaired or 
rebuilt. She’s like new,” Mark says.

With everything running smoothly, 
the Southers tackled their fi rst major 
job, replacing the spongy roof — a task 
that included removing wet insulation, 
installing new wood bracing, adding 
metal sheathing, and caulking and 
sealing the seams with EternaBond 
tape. The obsolete shower skylight was 
replaced with a custom-made dome 
from a company in Maine. The couple 
also installed two new roof vents and 
repaired the air conditioner cover, 
fi nishing off the job with an application 
of Liquid Roof.

“Have you ever painted marshmal-
low fl uff with a paint brush?” Karen 
jokes. “That’s what it was like.”

Confi dent the roof was now 
watertight, the Southers gutted much 
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We pick up where your warranty ends.

a warranty, it’s peace of mind.
Good Sam ESP is more than 

After all, the open road is all about freedom.

No one has time to deal with unexpected repair costs.
Good Sam wants to be there when you need us most.

At Good Sam ESP, we care about your freedom to choose.  
Choose your plan
Choose how you pay, monthly, quarterly or annually
Choose your repair center
Choose when to renew or cancel

To learn more watch a video!GoodSamInfo.com/MH2019
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Tired of the driver 
fatigue and rock & roll 

on your Freightliner 
XC-based motorhome?

Try our REK-206 sway 
bar upgrade kit to 

smooth out the ride!

•Drastically reduce body roll at both low  
and high speeds.

• Greatly reduce driver fatigue and  
increase comfort.

• Eliminate nose dive under braking.
• Excellent maneuverability at road 

speed, no more “tail wag”.
• SEI Comfort Control valves (CCV).
Manage the rebound of the air bags  
for greater chassis and body control.
Like no other product on the market. 
• Custom tuned SEI Platinum Series 
shocks 60mm front and 46mm rear 
manufactured exclusively for Source 

Engineering Inc by Bilstein.
• No more being pushed around by 

trucks or windy conditions.
• All Components in this kit engineered 

by SEI, no off the shelf parts.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
SEE ARTICLE IN OCTOBER 
2017 MOTORHOME, OR 

CONTACT US AT

YOUR  
FIRST SOURCE 

FOR RV CHASSIS 
PERFORMANCE!

541-343-0293 
www.RV-CHASSIS.com

• All Components in this kit engineered 
by SEI, no off the shelf parts.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

Sway Bar Upgrade

the perfect fit, experienced with trucks 
and trailers and equipped with a huge 
bay, only later realizing the staff had 
never actually painted a motorhome. 
The Southers dropped their Trek off 
on August 28, 2017, with the promise 
she’d be done in a month. 

Time dragged on until finally, in 
November, the shop called to say 
the Trek was prepped to paint. The 
Southers went to check it out and 
found that none of the caulking had 
been removed — a necessary part of 
the prep. Remedying that took another 
month, and it was nearly Christmas 
when the Southers’ Pathmaker was 
painted. Their first view of the finished 
product was disheartening: paint 
missing where tape had been pulled 
from around the windows and locks 
over sprayed, making keys useless. In 
addition, the front windshield couldn’t 
be reinstalled because the shop lost 
the gaskets. 

Karen and Mark were able to 
track down new gaskets, but then the 
shop broke the driver’s-side window 
during installation, causing further 
delays. After the Southers brought 
their motorhome home, they found 
additional problems. A rear bumper 
had been painted but never repaired. 
Hardware had been lost and replaced 
with rusty, poorly fitting substitutes. 
On one compartment latch, long bolts 
were substituted for rivets; when 
these kept the compartment door 
from shutting, the workers drilled 
four holes to make room rather than 
find fasteners that would fit!

In April 2018, after numerous 
return trips to the paint shop, the 
Southers thought all issues had been 
resolved. However, on their first road 
trip they found that their two new 
Velvac side mirrors, the last available 
anywhere, had been broken and 
stuffed with paper to “fix” them. In 
addition, the shop had attempted to 
remove overspray from the backup 
camera’s plexiglass lens with a 
solvent, ruining visibility. 

It was, all in all, a heartbreaking 
experience, one they hope no other 
motorhome owner has to repeat. 
They stress that you should research 
a paint shop thoroughly, and ask for 
references, before you sign a contract.

“When you take your beauty to the 
beauty parlor, make sure you have 
done your homework,” Karen said. 

The painting experience aside, 
these Trekkies have no regrets about 
the time and effort spent on their 
Pathmaker. They recently drove her 
from the West Coast to their new 
home in Maine, accompanied by their 
five rescue cats. Mark was confident 
about traveling across the country in 
a decades-old RV; after all the work 
they have done, he says he and Karen 
“know that coach inside and out.” 

Their hard work has drawn 
accolades from RV enthusiasts.

“Every place we stop, people want 
to know about our Safari. They come 
inside and say ‘Wow’,” Karen says 
proudly. “I guess we did it right.”

Doing it right — the definition of a 
true classic ride. 

The open floorplan makes the Trek feel much bigger than its size. The Electromajic bed is stored 
in the ceiling of the living area above the sofa and chairs.
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Small footprint is perfect 
for RV living!

USER-FRIENDLY FEATURES!

•  Works with any DISH® satellite 
antenna to bring you Pay As You Go 
Programming

• Radio frequency remote can be used  
   inside or outside the RV, through the
   wall up to 200 ft. away
• Locate your missing remote with the  
   remote finder

• Easy access to your favorite apps
   and streaming content like Netflix
   (requires streaming membership 
   and Wi-Fi Adapter)
•  Additional Wally™ accessories 

available including: Bluetooth adapter 
and headphones, Wi-Fi adapter and 
additional remotes

With DISH® Pay As You Go 
programming*:

•  Pay only for the months you use
•  Compatible with all DISH-specifi c 

antennas and most mobile satellite 
antennas

•  Only DISH lets you watch your favorite 
shows in HD

•  No charge to start or stop monthly 
service

•  Programming for as little as $34.99 
per month!

Enjoy DISH® Pay As You Go Programming 
with the Wally Receiver!

Take HD TV on an
  Adventure

Enjoy DISH® Pay As You Go Programming 

Small footprint is perfect 
for RV living!

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.877.793.4801    |    CampingWorld.com /shop

Hurry, offer expires December 30, 2018. Call Camping World at 1.877.793.4801 to activate your DISH programming!

 *Important Terms and Conditions: All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. 

 Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment 
upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualifi ed former customers. Offers 
subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

DISH Wally® HD Satellite Receiver #87758 
Club SALE $79.99 $69.99 with $10 Instant Rebate Reg. $89.99

Dish Network, Circle 110 on Reader Service Card
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Tissue Issue
To contain the plethora of plastic bags for recycling uses 
that we usually have, we stuff them into empty tissue 
boxes. We usually have two boxes at any given time, 
and since our microwave is situated inside an overhead 
cabinet, we have one wedged in next to the microwave 
for travel stability. The second one is wedged inside 
the microwave on a couple of towels to keep the glass 
turntable from bouncing around. They are both removed 
before using the microwave. They are easily at hand and it 
solves three problems. 
Larry Barrett | Deerfield, Illinois

Quilt Storage
Like most RVers, we are short on space for storing 
bulky items, especially extra blankets for when the 
weather turns cold. We solved the dilemma of how 
to store an extra quilt by putting it into a king-size 
pillowcase. It keeps the quilt clean, neatly folded and 
out of the way, but still easily accessible. It also serves 
as an extra pillow.
Coleen Sykora | Soldotna, Alaska

Safety in Numbers
As a pilot and former flight instructor, I constantly 
emphasize the habitual use of a checklist. It goes far to 
eliminate missing an important step. I suggest using a 
checklist, written or otherwise, to cover the important steps 
for connecting a dinghy. It is quite possible to miss one or 
more of these steps if one feels hurried or if there is a dis-
traction. Of course individual systems will vary, but using my 
setup as an example, there are eight steps to the process:

1, 2) Left and right connecting pins.
3, 4) Left and right safety cables.
5) Connection for brakelights on dinghy vehicle.
6) Air cable connection for brake pressure in dinghy 
vehicle (if so equipped).
7) Breakaway wire cable (applies brakes in dinghy 
vehicle in emergency).
8) Placing of brake activation device in dinghy vehicle.

A good habit is to do each of these steps in the same 
sequence each time. While connecting the dinghy, I count 
the steps, so I know that if my count is fewer than eight, I 
must have missed a step.
Robert Fornefeld | Scottsdale, Arizona

QUICK TIPS | COACH & POWERTRAIN
TECH SAVVY

Have an Idea?  Quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750 
Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Photos must be high-resolution, 
at a minimum of 1,400 by 1,400 pixels. If your tip is published, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN.

Mind the P-Traps
All plumbing fixtures require a P-trap 
to prevent odors, gases and vermin 
(mice, insects, etc.) from escaping 
the holding tank into the living space 
of the RV. To properly seal, the trap 
requires a liquid (normally water) 

to function. This can be an issue 
when the RV is stored or not used for 
extended periods, especially in warm 
climates; as the liquid evaporates, the 
seal becomes ineffective and undesir-
able odors/gases migrate into the RV. 

My solution is to pour at least a 

cup of water or deodorizing solution 
(compatible with RV holding tanks) 
into each sink and shower on a regular 
basis when the unit is not in service. 
When winterizing, be sure to use an 
approved RV antifreeze solution.
Pete Miller | via email 
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Map# Event Name Dates Venue City, State
01 Wisconsin RV Show TBD Wisconsin Center District Milwaukee, WI
02 Knoxville RV Show 1/4/19-1/6/19 Sevierville Convention Center Sevierville, TN
03 Columbus RV Show TBD Greater Columbus Convention Center Columbus, OH
04 South Carolina RV & Camping Show - Greenville 1/4/19-1/6/19 Greenville Convention Center Greenville, SC
05 Des Moines Boat & Sport Show 1/4/19-1/6/19 Iowa State Fairgrounds Des Moines, IA 
06 Colorado RV Adventure & Travel Show 1/9/19-1/12/19 Colorado Convention Center Denver, CO
07 Washington Camping RV Expo 1/11/19-1/13/19 Dulles Expo Center Chantilly, VA
08 Gulf Coast RV Show - Mobile 1/11/19-1/13/19 Mobile Convention Center Mobile, AL
09 Mid America RV Show 1/17/19-1/20/19 Kansas City Convention Center - Bartle Hall Kansas City, MO
10 Greater Chicago RV Show 1/18/19-1/20/19 Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center Schaumburg, IL
11 New Jersey RV & Camping Show - Edison 1/18/19-1/20/19 New Jersey Convention & Exposition Center Edison, NJ
12 Des Moines RV & Outdoor Show 1/18/19-1/20/19 Iowa Events Center Des Moines, IA 
13 Cincinnati-Dayton RV Show 1/24/19-1/27/19 Dayton Convention Center Dayton, OH
14 Topeka Boat & Outdoor Show 2/1/19-2/3/19 Kansas Expocentre Topeka, KS
15 Colorado Springs RV & Outdoor Show 2/7/19-2/9/19 Colorado Springs Event Center Colorado Springs, CO
16 Minneapolis/St Paul RV, Vacation & Camping Show 2/7/19-2/10/19 Minneapolis Convention Center Minneapolis, MN
17 Richmond Camping RV Expo 2/8/19-2/10/19 Richmond Raceway Richmond, VA
18 Topeka RV & Sport Show 2/15/19-2/17/19 Kansas Expocentre Topeka, KS
19 Chattanooga RV Show 2/15/19-2/17/19 Chattanooga Convention Center Chattanooga, TN
20 Atlantic City RV & Camping Show 2/15/19-2/17/19 Atlantic City Convention Center Atlantic City, NJ
21 Richmond Boat Show 2/15/19-2/17/19 Richmond Raceway  Richmond, VA
22 Harrisburg RV & Camping Show-Pennsylvania 2/21/19-2/24/19 PA Farm Show Complex & Event Center Harrisburg, PA
23 Overland Park RV & Outdoor Show 2/22/19-2/24/19 Overland Park Convention Center Overland Park, KS
24 Central Illinois RV Show - Peoria 3/1/19-3/3/19 Peoria Civic Center Peoria, IL
25 Rhode Island RV & Camping Show 3/1/19-3/3/19 Rhode Island Convention Center Providence, RI
26 Colorado RV, Sports & Travel Show 3/7/19-3/10/19 National Western Complex Denver, CO
27 National Capital Boat Show 3/8/19 -3/10/19 Dulles Expo Center Chantilly, VA
28 Virginia RV Show - Hampton  3/8/19-3/10/19 Hampton Roads Convention Center Hampton, VA
29 El Paso RV Show 3/15/19-3/17/19 El Paso Convention Center El Paso, TX
30 Springfield RV & Camping Show 3/22/19-3/24/19 BOS Center Springfield, IL
31 Colorado Springs RV & Travel Expo 4/4/19-4/6/19 Colorado Springs Event Center Colorado Springs, CO
32 Greater Phoenix RV Show TBD TBD Phoenix, AZ

COME AND SEE US AT A SHOW LOCATION NEAR YOU!

*Retail value $7.99.  GS002278-1018

COME AND SEE US AT A SHOW LOCATION
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GSEvents.com  |  800.848.6247

2019
LINEUP
SHOW

COMPLIMENTARY RV BUYERS GUIDE AT MOST SHOWS* • ENTER TO WIN PRIZES • EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS

 DISCOUNT
ADMISSION

for Good Sam
Members at
All Shows

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Visit GSEvents.com for current schedule and information.
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Auto Brake Problems
We have a 2006 Itasca 
motorhome with a Workhorse 

chassis and an Allison transmis-
sion. This transmission does not 
have a park position with an internal 
parking-brake mechanism. It uses 
a brake on the driveshaft called an 
Auto Brake. When the transmission 
is put in park it actually engages the 
Auto Brake and that is what keeps 
the motorhome from moving. Lately, 
the Auto Brake has been engaging 
on its own for no apparent reason 
while driving down the road. The 
default position is brake-engaged. 
Hydraulic pressure is applied to 
release the brake. I have had two 
shops try to fi x it. The switch on 
the steering column that engages 
the Auto Brake has been replaced. 
A switch on the dash that can be 
pulled to engage the brake has been 
replaced. Two relays in the control 
circuit have been replaced. Ground 
and power connections in numerous 
places have been inspected and all 
passed. The hydraulic pump, circuit 
board and the brake itself have not 
been replaced, as the mechanics 
don’t think they are the culprits 
since the problem is intermittent. I 

TECH SAVVY

recently went on a 700-mile trip and 
the brake engaged three times while 
driving. Each time it happens, I need 
to pull the switch on the dash out and 
push it in to release the brake. Can 
you help?
Dennis Rother | Hastings, Minnesota

These J-72 brakes have been 
a big source of problems over 

the years. I’m glad you didn’t replace 
the pump assembly because it’s 
usually not faulty, and it’s expensive. 
Repeated brake applications will ruin 
the parking-brake assembly, so it’s 
good that you’ve been trying to get it 
fi xed as soon as possible. There’s a 
solenoid that releases pressure and 
thereby applies the brake. It’s likely 
that either the electric module below 
the pump is going bad, or the power to 
it, or the solenoid, is being interrupted. 
Brazel’s RV (877-786-1576, www.
brazelsrv.com) offers technical advice 
to customers and sells a kit designed 
to solve the problem (part No. US2018, 
$649). It contains a line-lock valve 
that connects to a switch on the dash 
and retains pressure so you won’t 
continue to damage the brake if there 
are additional failures. It also includes 
a module that isn’t otherwise available 

separately. In addition, Brazel’s 
recommends installing a small light 
on the dash that will monitor power to 
the solenoid. Otherwise, with the line 
lock, you won’t know if there’s been a 
failure.

Baffl ed by Batteries
On a recent trip, we were dry 
camping and noticed that our 

motor home’s house battery was 
running down, and we couldn’t use the 
generator in the state forest due to noise 
restrictions. I wondered if I could add 
another 12-volt battery in parallel, or, 
if using two 6-volt batteries, could I add 
other 6-volt batteries, also in parallel? 
At a local dealer’s seminar, a tech said 
that he would like to replace the 12-volt 
house battery with two 6-volt golf cart 
batteries in series. Is this a good choice? 
Is there a limit to how many batteries I 
could hook up in parallel?
Bob Dye | St. Louis, Missouri

Six-volt golf cart batteries give a 
lot of bang for the buck and last 

a long time. They are very popular 
among RVers and are effective. You 
could add another 12-volt battery in 
parallel; however, it should be done 

By Ken Freund

QUICK TIPS | COACH & POWERTRAIN

We have a 2003 Gulf Stream Conquest Ultra and the CD player has 
never worked right. It starts out just fi ne, but after about 45 minutes 
it just quits. I assume it has something to do with the heat from the 
engine. Do you have any ideas on how we can fi x this problem? We live 

in Alaska and radio reception is spotty.
Mary Smith | via email

Since it takes that long to quit, there’s a good possibility that heat buildup 
is the culprit. If the radio doesn’t quit, but the CD does, it’s likely that the 

electric motor stops. I suggest removing the unit from the dash, but leaving 
it connected and hanging out of the opening in the dash. If the CD player still 
quits, you can consider installing a small 12-volt DC “muffi n” fan behind the 
radio chassis to cool it off. Otherwise, replacement is the next step.

CD Player Quits
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in pairs. An older, weak battery will 
drain power from the stronger one, 
impacting efficiency and longevity. 
You should design a system so the 
batteries are not regularly discharged 
beyond 50 percent of capacity, as 
deep discharges shorten their life. 
So, if a battery has a rating of 100 
amp hours (AH), the target depth of 
discharge (DOD) should be 50 AH. For 
the typical 12-volt battery, that would 
correspond to a voltage of 12.2 volts 
DC. Some batteries, like AGM and 
LiFePO4, have different guidelines, 
so be sure to check with the battery 
manufacturer for more specific infor-
mation. There is no absolute limit to 
how many batteries you can install in 
parallel, although there are practical 
limits, such as cost, weight and space. 
Also, if you have a massive bank of 
batteries, the engine alternator may 
not be able to fully recharge them all 
during normal driving. Typically, one 
pair of golf-cart batteries wired in 
series is popular; two pairs, wired in 
series/parallel is a solution for those 
who need additional capacity when in 
primitive environments. It’s possible to 
use three pairs, but weight and space 
may become limiting factors. 

Charging Challenge
I purchased my first motorhome, 
a 2011 Roadtrek 210 Simplicity, 

three years ago with 18,000 miles 
on the odometer. It now has more 
than 30,000 miles. It was parked for 
about three weeks between trips 
as we scheduled service to fix a few 
things. The technician went over the 
RV thoroughly and mentioned that the 
battery separator was not working; he 
demonstrated this by the green light 
on the monitor not lighting up while the 
engine was running. He also checked 
with a voltage tester at the battery 
separator and was able to show that 
the voltage on the house battery side 
was lower than the engine battery 
side while the engine was running. In 
addition, with the generator running, 
the charging light on the monitor 
panel lit up green. He did not have the 

part on hand, so we deferred service. 
Realizing we had a trip coming up 
before we could replace the battery 
separator, I ordered the part and had 
planned to install it myself. 

I decided to do one last check prior 
to installing the part and so turned on 
the engine and everything was normal, 
including the green light. We took our 
trip without any problems until the last 
day. This is when I noticed that, when 
the engine was at idle, the alternator 
was putting out about 10 volts with 
headlights and marker lights on along 
with the A/C running full force and 
back-up camera on. The charging 
indicator (the magical green light) was 
not on. Once we got on the road, the 
alternator was putting out its usual 13 
to 14 volts and that green light was lit 
up again. So here is my question: Is it 
the battery separator or the alternator 
that is not putting out enough, or is it 
just normal because of the load on the 
alternator at idle?
Lisa Shick | Half Moon Bay, California

Your 210 Simplicity came from 
the factory with an electronic 

separator and 6-volt AGM batteries. 
The fact that the light goes on when the 
engine output is higher tells me that 
the separator is working properly, as it 
will shed power from the higher source 
to the lower source above a set voltage. 
So, when the motorhome is plugged 
in, the Tripp Lite inverter/charger 
is providing multistage charging, in 
which the voltage is high enough for 
the separator to close and provide 
charge voltage to the chassis battery 
when needed. The same happens 
when the alternator is charging the 
starting batteries, and the house 
batteries reach a certain threshold. 
With the age of the motorhome, 
I would recommend having the 
batteries tested on, preferably, a 
computerized battery tester. I also 
suggest measuring voltage output at 
the alternator, and then measuring 
voltage at each battery. Do this at 
rest, then start the engine and repeat 
the measurements. Then do it again 
with all the loads 

A Pressure Systems 
International Company THE INFLATION SYSTEM

PS TM

• Improves Safety, Tire Life, and Fuel Economy
• Installs in minutes
• External theft resistant sensors that relay real 

time tire pressure and temperature to our  
FULL COLOR WIDE-SCREEN DISPLAY

www.tsttruck.com 
4250 Keith Bridge Rd., Suite 200, Cumming, GA 30041

Ph: (770) 889-9102  Fax: (770) 889-9054      

• Flow through or low profile sensors
• User-replacebable battery
• Visual and audible alerts
• Ability to monitor up to 110 tires (0-218psi) 
• Repeater included in every system
• Easily switch between towing or towed 

vehicle
• Monitor up to 4 different trailers

Wireless Tire 
Pressure 

Monitoring 
Systems

Use TL10 at 
checkout in the 
discount code 

for an additional 
10% o�

Flow Thru 
Sensor

Cap 
Sensor

SYSTEM FEATURES

(continued on page 71)
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For information on Marketplace Advertising rates contact Terry Thompson at 206-310-623459�0A5.E73LACE

DES7I1A7I21S

GEORGIA

Call or click today to get MotorHome
delivered right to your mailbox!

MotorHome.com/Subscribe
or call 866-799-4084

Order Today!

SAVE70%

Subscribe Today
One-Year Subscription Only $19.97

Save 67% O� Newsstand
Two-Year Subscription Only $34.97

Save 70% O� Newsstand

Order Today!
12 feature-packed 
issues loaded with 
information for 
RV enthusiasts

  
   To Advertise in this section
    Please Contact -
    Terry Thompson
    206-310-6234

Senior, Veteran, Combo Discounts!

Luxurious, Self-Ventilating Mattress
Natural, Cool,  Washable Covers

Only Adjustable for PlatformsOnly Adjustable for Platforms

Frame Length

www.luxuryrv.axelbloom.com

Normal Access To
Storage  with  Short

Frame Option

Lift Storage Lid

Raise back 
of Adjustable

Storage 
Hinge

(Up to 30 Inches)(42 - 50 Inches)

german schlafsystemmegerman schlafsystemmegerman schlafsystemme

MADE IN AUSTRIAMADE IN AUSTRIAMADE IN AUSTRIA

Starting at 
$898!

German Beds

800-650-5137

R

rv.steelerubber.com

Order your new
seals today!

Quality Seals for A/C, Heat Pump Units,
Doors, Slide-Outs, Compartments & Morerv.steelerubber.com

800-650-4457

KEEP THE GREAT
OUTDOORS . . .
OUTDOORS.

NEWORDER TODAY!

-No Leak 1 Pc. Design
-Weather Resistant
  EPDM Rubber
-Adhesive Backed
  For Easy Installation

ROOF TOP A/C,
HEAT PUMP GASKET!

800-650-5137

SLIDE-OUTS
DOOR SEALS
VENT HATCH
COMPARTMENTS
RAMP GATE
DRIP RAILS
AC GASKET
VINTAGE

rv.steelerubber.com

Order your new
seals today!

SLIDE-OUTS
DOOR SEALS
VENT HATCH
RAMP GATE
DRIP RAILS
AC GASKET
BUMPERS
GROMMETS
PLUGS
VINTAGE
COMPARTMENTS
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To advertise in the Classieds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.comCLASSIFIEDS
MOTORHOMES WANTED

WANTED:
2003 & Newer Gas or Diesel 
“A “B” or “C” Motorhomes

Instant Cash
Nationwide Pick-up

Please Call
Mike or Bruno
(509)598-9747

$ RV BUYERS OF AMERICA $  
WE BUY YEAR 2008 & NEWER DIESEL 

& GAS • FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP  
TOLL FREE  1-888-782-8987  

www.rvbuyersusa.com 
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE 

Fast cash for 2002-2017 
gas or diesel motor homes.

  Free pick up.  No hassles.

 SellRVNow.com  
1.800.607.9754

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT - FROSTPROOF, FLA
•Manufactured Home Lots, RV Port Lots
•New Home/Lot Packages & Resales available.
•1-863-635-3685. www.lilylake.com

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village
Rentals available for Pull-throughs,
Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas
956-585-5568 www.bentsenpalm.com

Home + 2FHU NE AL. 4.7 rural wooded ac
3/2 split plan, all appl, lg deck, metal
roof, A G pool, shed, gas fireplace
$145K  see  http://bit.do/ashville-AL 

LOTS FOR SALE

FLORIDA RV SITE W/ CASITA FOR SALE
Myakka River Motorcoach Resort. 3800+ 
sq ft w/1600+ sq ft of pavers.  $225,000.  
More pix, info avail. sbmoss555@gmail.com 

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!!
866-747-3700

ACCESSORIES

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant--good to 300˚ F. 5-year warranty. 
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401
To sell 800-952-0401
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED

BUILDING PRO the OUT HOUSE MASTERS Sales Reps
Vinyl Wrap Your RV & go on the road.
Selling Modular RV Park Bath House Buildings, Meeting
Rooms, School and Church Classrooms & Office Modulars
to RV Parks, Churches, Private Schools and Daycares.
Email your resume to bill@buildingpro.com

HOMES FOR SALE

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s. 
RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s. 
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

Reunion Pointe A Port Home Comm Located 
in Foley, AL Homes & Club House avail. for 
tours Mon-Sat. 7 Floor Plans Avail visit 
www.ReunionPointe.com  Test Drive 3 
nights & 4 days for $299.00. Call 
1-800-506-9824  Info@ReunionPointe.com
Wayne@ReunionPointe.com 
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To advertise in the Classifi eds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass 
All makes and models, National warranty 
$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527

Let us help you buy your RV...TAX FREE! Save
thousands. Purchase in any state! Setup a 
Montana LLC today with the most experienced
company in the industry! Call 888-430-3388 
www.MontanaRV.net 

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed
Montana Attorney for an understanding of
LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals
to get a comprehensive explanation.
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save 
over the past 23 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for 
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

To avoid paying taxes,
There are laws you must know.
Thus, speak to an attorney,
Not a salesman who just wants your dough!
www.bennettlawoffi cepc.com 866-543-5803
Three Montana attorneys on staff.

TOURS

Guided RV Tours & Rallies
Lower 48•Alaska•Canada•Overseas
Free RV Vacation Catalog 936-327-3428 or 
www.adventurecaravans.com

I BUY MOTORHOMES
CALL GAVIN...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 321-332-8410

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or
diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.
Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

We can sell your RV Fast & for the Highest Price
Florida’s #1 Consignment RV Sales Center
Conveniently located on the Space Coast in 
Titusville, FL. Pickup available. Visit us at
Eaglespriderv.com or call Al @ 321-383-4495

I BUY MOTORHOMES
CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 210-287-2628

RV FINANCING

RV FINANCING, 20 YEARS ONLINE!
LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM • Facebook.com/rvloans
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

RV SHOWS

HOUSTON RV SHOW
Feb. 6-10, 2019 -- NRG Center
361.790.5300
houstonrvshow.com

SERVICES

TAX FREE Montana Vehicle Registration

Avoid high licensing fees and sales tax

Assisting clients worldwide with Montana 
vehicle registration for over 19 years.

Jared S. Heggen, Licensed Attorney 
888-777-5032 | heggenlawof�ce.com

Register your Vehicle & SAVE THOUSANDS

$800 for a 1 day MT LLC and RV Registration
Plates in your hands in 3 days.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com
Call for more info 406-552-0004.

CASH FOR 2003-2017 GAS/DIESEL
NATIONWIDE PICKUP

Motor Homes Wanted
MotorHomeFinders.com
888-783-4009

Let Chris Peeler & Lonestar Luxury Coaches
Buy or Consign your motorhome. Either way, 
I will net you more $$$ with no hassle. 
Call Chris at 940-205-9333 

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model motorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign
vogtrv.com - (817) 831-4222

WANTED USED DIESELS
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS
NATIONWIDE PICKUP
(602) 421-3870

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes.
All makes and models.No hassles. 
For instant cash call Keith Roy 
(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

WE BUY RV’S NATIONWIDE
STAR SPANGLED RV
call or text 1-855-BUY-MYRV
www.starspangledrv.com

Call or click today to get MotorHome
delivered right to your mailbox!

MotorHome.com/Subscribe
or call 866-799-4084

Order Today!

SAVE70%

Subscribe Today
One-Year Subscription Only $19.97

Save 67% O� Newsstand
Two-Year Subscription Only $34.97

Save 70% O� Newsstand

12 feature-packed 
issues loaded with 
information for 
RV enthusiasts
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ALASKA GUIDED RV CARAVANS 
Take a trip of a lifetime!  Pre-planned
routes, expert guides and safe travel.
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496.

CLASSIFIED RATES

Display Classified Advertising Rates

1” ad B/W ..............................$395
2” ad B/W ..............................$675
Add $75 for color. 
Frequency discounts apply.

Private Party:  

$32.00 per line, 4-line minimum, 
40 characters per line

Commercial: 

$57.00 per line, 4-line minimum, 
40 characters per line

Optional Red Type:

For your ad to appear in red type, 
add $50  for Commercial ad, add 
$25 for Private Party

For more information and 
options contact:

Katey Purgatorio
Phone:  847-229-6756

Fax: 270-495-6278 

Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com
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and completeness, last-minute changes may  
occasionally result in omissions or errors.

COACH & POWERTRAIN

on. If any of the batteries are deeply 
discharged or sulfated (yes, AGM 
batteries can sulfate, but must never 
be given an equalization charge), it’s 
quite possible that voltage will be 
lower during initial charging. But if 
the voltage measured at each battery 
goes up when the engine is started, it 
indicates the separator is doing its job. 
Alternators provide a variable charge 
rate based on engine rpm. Dashboard 
gauges are notoriously inaccurate, but 
voltage should be well above 10 volts 
DC at idle and increase to around 13.5 
to 14.5 volts at higher engine speeds. 
Defective batteries may require higher 
current. If the alternator voltage is low, 
it should be tested professionally at a 
repair facility.

ATF Has Burned Smell
We have a 2016 Winnebago 
Vista LX motorhome on a Ford 

F-53 chassis with a V-10 engine and 
TorqShift five-speed auto transmis-
sion. Checking transmission fluid, I 
noticed it has a burned smell. It shifts 
with no problem. We have been out 
West with 10,000-foot elevations. I 
have 24,000 miles on the coach. What 
should I do about the smell, and 
what can I do in the future to prevent 
damage to the transmission?
Danny Martin | Lumberton, North Carolina 

It’s good to be concerned 
now, instead of waiting for a 

breakdown before reacting. Typically, 
a burned smell in the fluid occurs 
after hard usage and/or if the clutch 
packs are slipping a lot. This causes 
excessive heat and starts to overheat 
the fluid, and may lead to the fluid 
becoming dark brown. I suggest that 
you have a good automatic trans-
mission specialist flush the fluid, 
including the torque converter, and 
the filter replaced. Also, have the 
mechanic test drive the motorhome to 
determine if it is shifting properly and 
diagnose any problems with the trans-
mission. Soft, slow upshifts can cause 
excessive slippage. Cut the filter open 
and inspect the insides to determine if 
there is a significant accumulation 

(continued from page 67)
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of clutch material or other particles. 
For better protection, use high-quality 
synthetic transmission fluid; it’s more 
resistant to high temperatures and 
will last longer. Towing a dinghy and 
full-throttle upshifts put more stress 
on the transmission. You could also 
install a transmission-fluid tempera-
ture gauge and ease off the throttle if 
the fluid temperature gets higher than 
250 degrees. If the temperature climbs 
to near 275 degrees, pull over and 
allow the engine to idle (out of gear) to 
circulate and cool the fluid. 

Thermostat Troubles — Tip
We have a Gulf Stream B Touring 
Cruiser 5316. The gentleman who has 
the thermostat problem (“Thermostat 
Troubles,” October 2018) needs to have 
his motorhome’s power converter 
inspected. I had a KZ 190BH travel 
trailer that had a factory installed 
Pioneer radio/CD. The CD worked fine, 
the speakers worked fine, I just couldn’t 
get any radio stations. After multiple 
inspections and a replacement antenna, 
I got out my old portable AM radio and 
went looking for the strongest “hash” 
noise. It pointed me to the WFCO power 
converter. The power converter was 
inspected and replaced (under extended 
warranty), and the radio started working 
properly. We also noticed that the lights 
were brighter.
Gary Gardner | Crystal River, Florida

Thanks for sharing your tip, Gary. 
Using a portable AM radio to hunt 
for electrical “noise” is an excellent 
old-school idea that I had frankly 
forgotten about. Readers can use this 
method to find the sources of radio 
frequency interference (RFI). 

COACH & POWERTRAIN

$399
PROCESSING FEE WAIVED WHEN YOU APPLY  

TO REFINANCE BY JANUARY 31, 2019!1

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER ©2019 Good Sam Finance Center.

Now is a great time to refinance your current RV loan to lower your monthly payments! 
You can also finance a 2008 model year or newer RV when you purchase from a dealer  

or a private party seller. 

1Processing fee of $399 waived for refinance applications submitted by January 31, 2019. Official fees 
such as state title, state registration, FL doc stamp fee and/or UCC filing fees will apply.
2Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate) based on 7 year loan term; individual rate may vary by 
loan amount, loan term, vehicle use, model year and type of RV. Subject to consumer loan program 
requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. Rates and 
terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied 
to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days 
after the loan is approved. Full-Timers do not qualify for this offer; see website for Full-Timer rates 
and terms. RV must be 2008 model year or newer; for RV model year 2008 to 2009, add .25% to 
above rates. Maximum loan term is based on loan amount. Maximum loan amount is calculated 
using an advance percentage determined by FICO score. RV collateral value established using NADA 
wholesale value (without adds) including mileage adjustment (+/-); multiplied by 110%. Refinance 
example of a recreational use RV loan: A $55,000 loan for 7 years with an APR of 5.09% has 84 
monthly payments of $779.69 each.
3Minimum FICO Score of 740 required. FICO scores below 740 or for loan amounts more than 
$50,000, a down payment will be required. See website for details.
Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. Member 
FDIC. Doing business in South Dakota as Bank of the West California. NMLS ID # 19116. 
GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, 
LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.  
GRL55750 - 1018

CALL VISIT

1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 484 GoodSamRVLoans.com/484

RECREATIONAL USE APRs2 AS LOW AS

6.29%
on loan amounts of  

$15k to $24,999

5.99%
on loan amounts of  

$25k to $49,999

5.09%
on loan amounts  

of $50k+
APR is fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate as of October 18, 2018. 

See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and loan amounts below $15,000.

We o�er a zero down loan option for loans up to $50,000!3

APR APR APR
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Contact our experts: 
Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750 
Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 
93036 (please include your name, city 
and state). Selected letters will be an-
swered in the magazine, but time does 
not permit individual replies.

Have a Tech Question?
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*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 4/11/19.

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 4/11/19*

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with 
the same or similar function, was  advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national 
retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others may vary by location. No other meaning 
of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

900 Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE 20%

OFF

SUPER COUPON

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be used with 
other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, 
Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, 
fl oor jacks, safes, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, trencher/backhoe, 
welders, Admiral, Ames, Bauer, Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Diamondback, Earthquake, Fischer, 
Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on 
prior purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/11/19.

Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 4/11/19 while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM*

ITEM 69080/69030/69031 shown

• Thumb Lock
• Rubber Wrapped Case

1" x 25 FT. 
TAPE 
MEASURE

Thumb Lock

 25 FT. 

MEASURE
COMPARE TO
KOMELON
$698
MODEL: L4825HV

POWDER-FREE
NITRILE GLOVES 
PACK OF 100

Customer Rating

SAVE 40%

• 5 mil thickness

COMPARE TO
VENOM
$999
MODEL: VEN4145

 $799 $799 

 $899 $8$ 99 

NOWNOWNOW

$599

NOWNOWNOW

$599

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

12¢
PER PAIR

SAVE 
$70

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON STEEL 
HEAVY DUTY LOW PROFILE 
FLOOR JACK 

ITEM  64264/64266/64881
64879/62326/61282/61253 shown 

• Weighs 73 lbs.

COMPARE TO
TEQ
$14999
MODEL: T830018Z

NOWNOWNOW

$79
99

 $9799 $9799 99 99 99 

 $2999 $2929$ 99 

 $3999 $3939$ 99 

 $6499 $6464$ 99 

Customer Rating 20"

NOWNOWNOW

$149
99

 21 GALLON, 2.5 HP, 125 PSI 
VERTICAL OIL-LUBE 

AIR COMPRESSOR 

SAVE 
$79

Customer Rating

• Air delivery:
5.8 CFM @ 40 PSI
4.7 CFM @ 90 PSI

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO
HUSKY

$229
MODEL: C201H

ITEM  69091
 61454/62803
63635/67847 shown

 $49999 $$49999 

 $24999 $249$ 99 

 $15999 $15915999 

 $17999 $179$ 99 

 $11999 $119$ 99 

 $17499 $174$ 99 

2000 WATT SUPER QUIET 
INVERTER GENERATOR

SAVE 
$549 ITEM 62523

COMPARE TO
HONDA

$999
MODEL: EU2000i 

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$449
99

• 4.7 hour run time

 1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

ITEM  69904
68892  shown

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$500

COMPARE TO
DIRECT-LIFT

$79999
MODEL: 873100

• Diamond plate steel 
platform and ramp

• Lift range: 7" to 29-1/2"

NOWNOWNOW

$299
99

 $39999 $$39939939999 99 99 99 

72" x 80" 
MOVING BLANKET

SAVE 
70%

ITEM  69505
62418
66537 shown 

COMPARE TO
BLUE HAWK

$1999
MODEL: 77280

Customer Rating $24999 99 

NOWNOWNOW

$229
99

SUPER 
COUPON

4 CHANNEL WIRELESS 
SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM 

WITH 2 CAMERAS

ITEM 63842
COMPARE TO
ALC

$34999
MODEL: ALC-AWS3266

SAVE 
$120

• Night 
vision

Customer Rating

HIGH DEF. 720P 
RESOLUTION

18" WORKING PLATFORM
STEP STOOL

SAVE 
61%

Customer Rating

• 350 lb. 
capacity

COMPARE TO
GPL

$5145
MODEL: H-21

ITEM 62515/66911 shown
$2999 99 

NOWNOWNOW

$19
99

 $1299 $1299 

• Great outdoor 
accent lighting

• Super bright light

SUPER COUPON
 SOLAR ROPE LIGHT 

ITEM 62533/63941/64625/68353 shown

SAVE 
70%

$12

NOWNOW

$89
9

COMPARE TO
HAMPTON BAY

$2997
MODEL:  82056-055SR

Customer Rating

$17999 99 

NOWNOWNOW

$99
99

 1 TON CAPACITY 
FOLDABLE SHOP CRANE 

ITEM 69512/61858/69445 shown

SAVE 
$100

• Boom extends from
36-1/4" to 50-1/4"

• Crane height adjusts
from 82" to 94"

COMPARE TO
IRONTON

$19999
MODEL: 46218

Customer Rating

ITEM  64118 

SAVE 
 56% 

Customer Rating

39

SAVE 

99 
NOWNOWNOW

$ 29 99  

 18 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS 
3/8" DRILL/DRIVER 

COMPARE TO

$ 69 
 RYOBI 

MODEL:  P1810 

 30", 4 DRAWER TECH CART 

SAVE 
$691

• 12,600 cu. in. of storage
• 580 lb. capacity
• Heavy duty 

gas struts hold lid 
open at 90 degrees

COMPARE TO
SNAP-ON

$79995
MODEL: KRBC10TBPC

99 
NOWNOWNOW

$107
99

ITEM 64818/64096 shown

Side tray sold 
separately.

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$106

ITEM 63054/62858 shown

10 FT. x 20 FT. 
PORTABLE CAR CANOPY

COMPARE TO
SHELTER LOGIC

$20599
MODEL: 23522

$11999 99 

NOWNOWNOW

$99
99

Customer Rating  AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 

CHARGER 

ITEM 64284/69955
69594/42292 shown  

SAVE 
50%

SUPER 
COUPON

NOWNOW

$499

Customer Rating
 $999 $999 

99 
NOWNOWNOW

$54
99

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$55

8",  5 SPEED 
BENCHTOP
DRILL PRESS 

ITEM     62520/60238 shown

COMPARE TO
BUFFALO BLACK

$11095
MODEL: DP5UL

SAVE 
73%

 $999 $$999 

 80 PIECE ROTARY TOOL KIT 

ITEM 63292/63235/68986/97626 shown

COMPARE TO
PROFESSIONAL WOODWORKER

$2635
MODEL: 51832

NOWNOW

$699

Customer Rating

ITEM  64045
64046/63770  shown
ITEM  64045

NOWNOWNOW

$299
99

 BEATS  WARN*

WARN 96820

*WARN 96820 stated specs

BADLAND 
ZXR 12000

Customer Rating

12,000 LB. CAPACITY 12,000 LB.

YES EFFICIENT SERIES 
WOUND MOTOR YES

YES DUST AND WATER 
RESISTANT WINCH YES

4.4 LOADED LINE 
SPEED (FPM) 3.6

YES AUTO LOAD BRAKE YES

YES CABLE TENSIONER NO

3/8" CABLE DIAMETER 3/8"

359 AMP DRAW 
@ 12,000 LBS 457

PRICE $69999$39999399$$$399$399$399$399$3993993993993999999999999999999999999
SAVE 
$400

SUPER COUPON

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH WITH REMOTE CONTROL

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

ITEM 37051, 37052, 
61363, 68497, 61360, 61359, 
64417, 64418, 68498, 68496 shown
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THE ROAD AHEAD

T hey say one’s home is their castle. Well, by extension, wouldn’t that same 
logic apply to our motorhomes? Of course, everyone’s response to that 
question is going to be subjective. If you’re fortunate enough to drive one 

of those 45-foot Class A beauties with the polished marble fl oors and ornate 
ceilings, the answer is probably easy. That said, even my more modest set of 
wheels gives me the feeling of being the master of all I survey while I’m rolling 
down the road.

“ Truth is, though, we have dozens of castles — and the 
less-fortifi ed versions I’d call palaces — right here in the 
United States.”

A Grand Tour
On visiting two imposing estates and the 
wisdom of having your castle to-go

By Alan Rider
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United States.

Still, it’s probably a stretch to 
compare any of our mobile abodes 
with actual castles. Which got me to 
thinking about the real thing. 

Now, you may be of the opinion that 
castles are a quaintly anachronistic 
European thing. Truth is, though, we 
have dozens of castles — and the less-
fortifi ed versions I’d call palaces — 
right here in the United States.

Based on my personal experience, 
I can tell you that Central California’s 
appropriately named Hearst Castle 
(800-444-4445, http://hearstcastle.
org) would likely be at the top of that 
list. While it’s really more of a grand 
mansion than an actual fortress, this 
80,000-plus-square-foot hilltop abode 
is a tribute to one man’s extravagant 
approach to homebuilding — and 
his binge-buying of architectural 
elements, like coffered antique ceilings 
and facade elements of an ancient 
Roman temple.  

The result is a 115-room Mediter-
ranean Revival-style hilltop/seaside 
palace that can take an entire day, or 

even multiple days, to fully appreciate. 
Over the years I’ve taken several of 
the dozen tours offered by the folks at 
what was once known as La Cuesta 
Encantada (aka The Enchanted Hill) and 
found them all thoroughly captivating.  

One of the highlights of those 
visits includes the Grand Rooms Tour, 
which is recommended as a starting 
point for everyone. While that tour 
gives you a feel for the main building’s 
public spaces, like the cavernous 
Assembly Room and over-the-top 
outdoor Neptune Pool, I can also highly 
recommend the Upstairs Suites Tour 
that offers a glimpse into the private 
world of William Randolph Hearst and 
his many famous guests. 

If you think Hearst Castle is 
impressive, you’ll want to be sure to 

make a swing through the Blue Ridge 
Mountains of western North Carolina 
for a stop at the Biltmore Estate 
(800-411-3812, http://biltmore.com). 
Located in the town of Asheville, this 
175,000-square-foot palace makes 
William Randolph Hearst’s place in San 
Simeon look like a modest bungalow.

With more than 4 acres of fl oor 
space, George Washington Vanderbilt 
III’s 250-room Gilded Age mansion 
features grand public spaces, and 
amenities that include an indoor 
swimming pool and one of the fi rst 
bowling alleys in a private home. To 
say nothing of the 75 acres of formal 
gardens that make up just part of the 
8,000-acre estate.

When I was there last, I remember 
having the distinct feeling that the 
basic 90-minute audio guide tour 
probably didn’t do much more than 
scratch the surface of what is the 
largest privately owned residence in 
America. In other words, like Hearst 
Castle, plan on spending the day 
partaking of additional tours like the 
Rooftop Tour, where you can imagine 
you’re the lord of the manor surveying 
your kingdom. To say nothing of the 
events at the estate’s on-site winery, 
like the Celebration of Sparkling Wine 
(as a champagne lover, sign me up).

Ultimately your rolling castle may 
not be nearly as big as these popular 
palaces. It does offer something they 
don’t, however — the ability to get it 
to-go along The Road Ahead. 

Humble Abodes 

For an inside look at over-the-top opulence, 
visitors can tour the sprawling grounds of 
Hearst Castle in California and the Biltmore 
Estate in North Carolina. 
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SUPERSTITION
VIEWS

call  (888) 603-3415
or email shellyb@cal-am.com

Now o�ering homes at Montesa, our beautiful sister community

HOMES AVAILABLE FROM

Contact our sales team
to schedule your private tour

(888) 325-0936 
or visit MontesaHomes.com

to learn more

with RV Pad
(price available for a limited time only)

$169,900
FEATURING RESORT-STYLE
AMENITIES & ACTIVITIES

Stunning Views of the Superstition Mountains

Private Walking Paths with Hilltop Vista

Resort Style Pool & Spa

Pickleball Courts

Bocce ball Courts

Tennis Courts

Ballroom & Clubhouse

Themed Parties & Events

2,700 sq. ft. Fitness Center

Pet Agility Park

A CAL      AM  PROPERTY

6420 E. Tropicana  | Las Vegas, NV 89122  |  (888) 378-2430 

A CAL      AM  PROPERTY

6420 E. Tropicana  | Las Vegas, NV 89122  |  (888) 378-2430 

7373 E. US Hwy 60 | Gold Canyon, AZ 85118 | (888) 266-0781 A CAL      AM  PROPERTY

Ask about our 
GREAT DEALS on 

MODEL HOMES

ALMOST SOLD OUT!
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your newell:

                Limitless Luxury
                                                                        

  

 

  

Nobody does luxury like Newell. Why? It’s simple. Each Newell is built on 
an original body and chassis—it isn’t a bus conversion like other coaches. 
�at means your Newell can have more cutting-edge designs, materials 
and engineering than any coach in its class. 

With a Newell Coach, you can truly take the good life with you.

 To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com or call 1-888-3NEWELL
Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 117 on Reader Service Card
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