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Legendary Renegade Luxury and Quality

Check out the complete lineup of Renegade RV motorhomes at the Florida RV
Supershow in Tampa. From the sleek and fuel efficient Villagio and beautiful
new Vienna to the feature packed Verona and Verona LE and the powerful and
luxurious XL and IKON, you will see the family resemblance in the quality ma-
terials, intelligent design, and superior fit and finish that are standard in every
Renegade RV. Visit us and see why we are the fastest growing manufacturer in
the fastest growing motorhome segment.

\JlENA \|ILLAGIO

by Renegade by Renegade

Visit us and see the new Vienna and Verona LE in Display #640 & the Villa-
gio in Display #570 at the Florida RV Supershow January 13th — 17th,
2016 at the Florida State Fairgrounds in Tampa, FL.

RenegadeRV.com | 888.522.1126

Renegade RV, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card
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Full-timing — whether in a large Class A or an
expedition-type motorhome like the EarthRoamer
shown below — can open up a world of freedom
and adventure. Full-timers Emily and Mark Fagan
lead us through what it takes to live life on the
road on your own terms (see page 58).

The ballots are in for our 2015
MotorHome Readers’ Choice
Awards. See if your favorites
made the grade. Pg. 33
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sary with the oldest unit in the national
park system — Hot Springs National Park
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Jayco’s Super C motorhome, built on

a Freightliner M2 cab and chassis, is
earmarked for diesel-power fans who
want something different without
sacrificing luxury
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Learning how to properly weigh your
motorhome — and knowing the actual
wheel weights — is a simple, but
important, task

At Home on the Road........... 58

Ever dream about packing it all in and
heading out on the road full time? Learn
what to expect and how to make the
dream come true from two full-timers

The Jayco Seneca 37HJ at Indiana Dunes State Park in Chesterton, Indiana (see test on page 42). The park is located along
Lake Michigan’s southern shore and has a campground with 140 50-amp sites. Photo by Shawn Spence Photography. >
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By Bob Livingston

Unraveling the Mystery
of Full-timing

eeply engaged in a philosophical conversation at a gathering

of friends — some of them RVers — the topic revolved around

the next chapter of our lives. Most of the people talked about

retirement down the road and offered suggestions on the
perfect plan. | talked about full-time RVing.

Full-timers represent only a small
percentage of the RV community, but
a very passionate one. The decision
to hit the road full time is not easy,
and can be filled with anxiety as
questions about this mysterious
lifestyle (to outsiders) are answered.
Full-timer Emily Fagan unravels some
of the concerns while describing the
attributes of such a lifestyle change
in her article that starts on page 58.
For me, going full time is the ultimate
motorhome experience.

My wife, Lynne, and | got a taste of
full-timing as we lived in an RV for a
year during a housing transition. Our
plan was to only spend a few months
in an RV and then move back into a
house. We enjoyed the experience so
much, we lagged intentionally when it

came to finding a new stationary home.

When asked what motivated us
to spend the year in a mobile envi-
ronment, our mutually agreed upon
answer was, “not having to deal
with stuff.” Most people have spent
a lifetime collecting things, and we

are no different. But there was a real
feeling of freedom as we focused our
attention away from taking care of and
protecting “stuff.” Dear friends of ours,
Bill and Jan Moeller, who were quint-
essential full-timers and long-time
authors, taught us well, “If you're going
to live in an RV, you need to learn how
to get rid of stuff and resist buying
things,” said Jan. The Moellers were
expert full-timers; Jan even tore the
covers off of books to save weight and
forced Bill to toss an item of equal
weight and size if he wanted to buy
something. That brings up another
issue: compatibility in close quarters.
Most people at our gathering
couldn’t believe that couples could
survive being that close all the time.
The overwhelming majority of full-
timers will tell you it’s not a problem.
While I've bumped into a few full-tim-
ers who gave up the lifestyle because

of incompatibility, the hundreds of
others I've talked to feel it was the best
decision they ever made.

For some people, making the
decision to give up roots is difficult
because of the unknown. Coming to grips
with selling your home can be unsettling.
Lynne and | often talk about doing just
that in the future, but we constantly
wrestle with the need for a home base.
The solution to this dilemma can be as
simple as renting your home while on the
road. And finding the right motorhome
takes a lot of careful research. Bigger
may not be necessarily better.

Everyone’s motivation for hitting the
road full time is personal. Financial con-
siderations, as well as visiting doctors,
dentists, and family, are big concerns.
Many full-timers plan their medical
appointments around their itinerary,
working their way “home” on an annual
basis. Without question, traveling in a
motorhome is the best way to visit family
members who don't live locally.

| firmly believe that exploring new
places, pursuing activities that keep
our minds active and making new
friends are what really drive full-tim-
ers to the road. @

“¢ .. hundreds of others I've talked to feel it
was the best decision they ever made. 7’
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Kristopher Bunker, the former
editor of Trailer Life magazine, is
an avid camper and has been RVing

currently a freelance writer living

" ‘ about collecting memories of the
] remarkable people and unforget-

| time since 2007. They chronicle
. their journey with lively stories and
" beautiful photography at http://
! roadslesstraveled.us.

- freelance writer and photographer
who has been a frequent contribu-
tor to MotorHome magazine since
2006. He is the proud owner of a
Tiffin Phaeton coach.

E. Don Smith is a Tennessee-based

Kevin Livingston grew up in RVs.
He worked alongside his dad,
Bob Livingston, since he was old
enough to hold tools. He lives

in Reno, Nevada, and enjoys the
technical side of the RV lifestyle.

Pam Windsor is a freelance writer
and photographer in Louisville,
Kentucky, who enjoys traveling and
sharing the stories of the many
fascinating people and places she
— " finds along the way.
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Have you tried any products or treatments to
help prevent damage to your motorhome'’s
windshield? If so, what were the results?

That's the question we asked in our October 2015
issue, and here are some of the replies we received.

Not-so-Crystal Clear

We had Crystal Fusion applied to the
windshield of our motorhome when we
bought the coach. In our experience, it
might help on small chip projectiles,
but it does not prevent chips and it

is extremely difficult to make chip
repairs.

Ken Zimmerman | Gillette Wyoming

Crystal Blue Persuasion

| had Crystal Fusion applied to our
coach three years ago. According to
the company, Crystal Fusion Technolo-
gies, it enables the glass to resist chips
and cracks, and makes night driving
easier, plus cleaning is fast and water
runs off instantly. | agree with those
claims and suggest that this product
be applied to all coach windshields.
The windshield has held up well for the
first three years and lots of miles.
Stephen Calderwood | Damascus, Oregon

Rain, Rain Goes Away

| don’t have windshield protection on
my rig, but | did read somewhere that
windshield wipers are virtually useless.
| make sure to travel with a fresh ap-
plication of Rain-X on my windshield
and usually the driver and passenger
windows. If you apply Rain-X you
won't need to use your wipers due to
the product’s sheeting properties, no
matter how heavy the downpour.
Kerry S. Harris | Battle Creek, Nebraska

Rope Opera

Regarding the October 2015 article,
“Cover Story,” we have a heavy-duty
Sunbrella RV cover from Calmark
Cover Co. and have found that the

6 MotorHome January 2016

easiest way to pull it up to the top of
our Class C is to tie a rope to the front
end of the cover and then pull it up
the ladder to the top. The ladder rails
serve as a funnel to help guide the
cover. We store our cover in an extra-
large garbage can and pull it up right
out of the can in the fall. In spring, we
lower it by rope directly into the can. |
also use short sections of household
pipe-insulation tubes to attach to the
sharp edges of the RV and to prevent
the cover fabric from wearing. We've
had our cover for four years and it
stands up well to Colorado winters.
Louis Rubel | Fort Collins, Colorado

Stay on the Marked Trails

| just received the October 2015 issue
with an article on my favorite national
park, Big Bend. The article was inter-
esting and reminded me of my many
visits to the park.

In writing an entertaining article,
Mr. Barber, at one point, went too far.
Big Bend is not the place to get lost, or
to explore unmarked trails. This is a
harsh desert environment.

My wife gave me a book titled
“Death in Big Bend” by Laurence
Parent, about 18 people who made
missteps at Big Bend. Some of these
people were successfully rescued,
others weren't.

Yes, visit Big Bend and enjoy it.
Carry plenty of water with you. Let
someone know where you are going
in the park and when you expect to
return. Get a backcountry permit when
it is required. Otherwise, stay on the
marked trails.

Bill Wright | Houston, Texas

Mind Your Road Manners

| am writing about a difficult subject:
courtesy when driving a motorhome. |
have a Class C and have modified the
engine and suspension. | also have a
race car and enjoy a vehicle that handles
well. | do drive curvy, twisty roads and
can keep up with almost any traffic.

So, here’s the story. | was driving
on U.S. Highway 20 from Newport,
Oregon, east to Interstate 5. It's a curvy
road. There is a 25-mile section where
there are no passing lanes, but there
are turnouts. | caught up with, and
was four cars behind, a Class A towing
a Jeep. It was going 25 to 35 MPH in a
55 MPH zone. | could see 20-plus cars
behind me. This driver passed by every
turnout he came to. | could see some
aggressive frustration by the drivers in
front of me.

If motorhome drivers are going to
travel on those kinds of roads, they
better learn how to drive the speed
limit and watch for turnouts. When the
road opened up, there were a lot of
hand gestures as cars passed by. So be
aware and be courteous.

Ed Pavone | Vancouver, Washington [0

Question of the Month

How often have you been stuck
behind another RVer who didn'’t
use turnouts on a winding road?
Do you think that type of driving is
perfectly acceptable, hazardous
or simply annoying?

Send your comments to:

MotorHome, 2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email
letters@motorhomemagazine.com
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GET YOUR OFFICIAL STATE GUIDE TODAY!

YOU

DON’T

WANT

TO MISS

THIS

DFFLCIAL P g e

YOU DONT WANT TO MISS THIS!

Alaska. It's a place with awe-inspiring scenic
beauty, wide-open spaces and abundant wildlife
Find out how easy it is to plan a visit with a free
copy of the official Alaska State Vacation Guide.
Because a trip to Alaska is an adventure you
absolutely don't want to miss!

Simply mail in the attached reply card or visit
TravelAlaska.com/mo

ALASKA.

Beyond Your Dreams. Within Your Reach.

Alaska and Canada's Yukon, Circle 128 on Reader Service Card
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AIR FORCE ONE

100% Proportional, 100% Hassle-Free
Designed for Diesel Coaches with Air Brakes

#4 FOR A
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Vacuum Assisted

Zero Setup Time
To Tow

Integrated Break-
away System

2.5 LB Operating
Unit
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Installed Under
Towed's Hood

EASIEST

INSTALL

100% Transferable

The ONLY Direct
Pull Actuator

No Pulleys
One Screw
One Anchor

Sleek & Simple

Quiick Install Time
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Let There be Light ®
Nokero International’s N233 -

is a clean, safe light source to
be used in place of gas outdoor
lanterns or candles. pg. 12

Approximately 1.6 million saguaro cacti can be found within Arizona’s Saguaro National Park

By Mary Zalmanek

quit making westerns, there’s no better place to see
this icon of the Old West than Saguaro National Park
in Tucson, Arizona. In 1933, President Herbert Hoover
proclaimed this tract of land with a remarkable stand
of cacti, the Rincon Mountain District, as a national
monument. Record low temperatures in 1937 and 1962
killed many of the giant cacti, and decades of trampling by
cattle doomed many of the young ones. The National Park
Service acquired all grazing rights in the Cactus Forest
in 1979, and today the saguaros are making a comeback.
Thirty miles away, another remarkable stand of cacti west

I f you haven't seen a saguaro cactus since John Wayne

of Tucson, known as the Tucson Mountain District, was
added in 1961. The park’s two distinct districts cover 140
square miles.

Saguaros are native to the Sonoran Desert in Arizona,
California and Mexico. They grow slowly, only 12 inches in
the first 10 years. A 40-foot saguaro with multiple arms is
likely to be more than 150 years old.

Both districts have visitor centers. The park has
more than 150 miles of designated hiking trails. RVs are
prohibited on some of the park’s narrow and winding roads.

For more information, call 520-733-5153 or visit www
.Nps.gov/sagu.

January 2016 MotorHome 9
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Queen of Tarts

an elegant New Year’'s dessert or a sweet end to last-minute dinner
parties. They're easy to make and a great way to use leftover cran-
berries and walnuts from holiday baking. They also travel well.

This recipe comes from master pastry chef Elizabeth Charlton, owner
of Slow Dough Pastries & Café (902-698-1856, www.slowdough.ca), a
bread bakery and pastry shop in the little college town of Wolfville, Nova
Scotia, Canada. Elizabeth’s journey from opera to oven is nearly as inter-
esting as her tarts are delicious.

For nearly 20 years, Elizabeth sang with the Vancouver and Canadian
opera companies. She made her home in big cities like Toronto and
Vancouver, traveled extensively, and lived the fast-paced, highly competi-
tive life of professional opera. After her children were born, she yearned
for a change and attended pastry school at night. It took 10 years to earn
her pastry chef certificate, but the effort, she says, was worth it. Today,
she makes elegant pastries and slow-rise breads for customers who she
also counts as friends.

These buttery, not-too-sweet cranberry walnut tarts are perfect for

Top: Pastry chef Elizabeth Charlton spent 10 years
perfecting her pastry techniques. Above: At Slow
Dough Pastries & Café, sandwiches are made with
the pastry shop’s slow-rise breads.

CRANBERRY WALNUT TARTS Makes four 4'%2-inch tarts . !

Tart dough

[ "2 cup unsalted butter, softened
[ " cup white sugar

[0 1 large egg yolk

[ 2 tablespoons whipping cream
[J 1% cups all-purpose flour, sifted

Filling

[d ' cup brown sugar, packed
[ "2 cup corn syrup

1 1 egg yolk

I Y cup butter, melted

[ "4 teaspoon vanilla extract

[ pinch of salt

» Using a stand or hand mixer, cream softened butter and
sugar together until light and fluffy. In a small bowl, mix
together egg yolk and whipping cream. Add to the butter mix-
ture in three installments, scraping down the bowl between
each addition. Add flour and salt, mixing until just incorpo-
rated. Wrap in plastic and chill for 1 hour.

Preheat the oven to 400 F.

Roll the dough into a circle 1/8-inch thick. Using the tart pan
as a template, cut the dough 1 inch larger.

Line four tart shells with the dough and then refrigerate for

20 minutes. Bake for 12 to 15 minutes to a light golden brown.

Remove from the oven and allow to cool for a few minutes.

10 MotorHome January 2016

[ pinch of salt

[0 % cup walnuts, chopped (1 tablespoon per tart shell)
[0 Y& cup dried cranberries (1 teaspoon per tart shell)
[ ' cup fresh cranberries (1 tablespoon per tart shell)

» Mix together brown sugar, salt and corn syrup, scraping down
the sides and bottom of bowl, until smooth. In a small bowl,
gently combine egg yolk and vanilla extract and then add to the
sugar mixture. Allow the melted butter to cool slightly and then
dribble it into the other ingredients while they are being stirred.

Assembly
Place cranberries and walnuts into each tart shell and fill
with brown sugar filling.

Bake 17 to 20 minutes, until the mixture is set and the top is golden.

Cool for 10 minutes and remove tarts from tart shells. Serve
at room temperature or slightly warm.

Photos: Bobbie Hasselbring



FLO DOESN'T PERSONALLY
COVER YOUR RV, BUT WeE DO.

Progressive is America’s #1 specialty RV insurance provider.
From motor homes to camper vans and travel trailers, we've got you covered.

PROGRESSIVE

1.800.PROGRESSIVE / PROGRESSIVE.COM
Progressive Insurance, Circle 120 on Reader Service Card

Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates. Insurance prices and products are different when purchased directly from Progressive or through independent agents/brokers.
No. 1 in specialty RV insurance from 2013 Millward Brown national survey data.



WHEELS & GEAR woresens

L — =

\\

-

-

b\

In a Class (B] of its Own

Coachmen RV, a division of Forest River Inc., has entered
the high-end Class B motorhome market with its new
Galleria. Built on an extended Mercedes-Benz Sprinter
platform, the interior of the Galleria provides the
impression of a private jet with plush interiors featuring
custom-made maple cabinetry with radius doors and
soft-close hinges. The cabinets are complemented with
Corian countertops, Euro-style sink and induction cooktop.
Luxuriously upholstered cab seats swivel to face the
companion seats for conversation or dining when using
the removable pedestal table. Exterior amenities include
an armless power awning, 100-watt solar panel, Truma
furnace/hot-water system, Onan 2.5-kW generator,
macerator waste system and a 13,500-Btu air conditioner.
Three floorplans will be offered, with a starting MSRP less
than $128,000.

Coachmen RV, a division of Forest River Inc. 574-389-4600,
www.coachmenrv.com

I'm a Fan

A good roof vent/
fan inside your
motorhome is
important for a
variety of reasons.
It can keep the
interior free from
smoke and odor while cooking, and by keeping it open during

storage, can help prevent mold and mildew from forming. But for

those of us who store our rigs outdoors, leaving roof vents open

isn’t always an option, as rain and its attendant dirt and debris may
find their way in. A good solution is the new MAXXFAN Deluxe vent
fan that has an industry-exclusive, patented, built-in rain shield.
The fans also feature a high-power, four-speed motor for efficient

exhausting of air, as well as a white or smoke-tinted manual

opening lid and keypad controls at the ceiling. Like all MAXXFAN

models, the MAXXFAN Deluxe comes with a standard 2-year

limited warranty and a lifetime warranty on the lid. MSRP: Manual

$335 to $353. Remote $456 to $471.
Airxcel Inc., 316-832-3468, www.maxxair.com

The King of Antenna Mounts

Portable satellite antennas have become a big part of the
RV lifestyle — but the challenge is often where to mount
them while in camp. King has introduced a new bracket
that is designed for ultimate compatibility with all vehicles,
according to the company, and is customized to fit KING
Tailgater and KING Quest portable satellite TV antennas.
Installation is easy — simply attach the Portable Antenna
Mount to the antenna and hang the mount on the window,
ladder or other suitable place on the RV. No drilling is
required, and heavy-duty mounting tape provides for instal-
lation on the side of an RV, as needed. Constructed from
high-performance, automotive-grade polymer designed for
outdoor use, the Portable Antenna Mount has an MSRP of
$34.99.

King, 952-922-6889, www.kingconnect.com

A Light
Alternative

The innovative

N233 by Nokero

International is an

affordable, clean

and safe light source

that can replace

propane gas outdoor

lanterns or candles,

according to the company. It is also perfect
for emergency preparedness or anywhere
you might use a lantern, flashlight or torch.
Small enough to fit in your pocket, but bright
enough to light a room, Nokero lights provide
an incredible 15 hours of light after a day’s
charge in the sun. The N233 is highly versatile
and can be held as a torch or flashlight, hung
by its clip or used with its included tabletop
stand. Its rechargeable battery is said to

last up to five years. The N233 comes fully
charged and ready to use. MSRP: $17.99.
www.nokero.com

12 MotorHome January 2016
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2016 Villagio by Renegade
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RV CENTERS

Rirstream - Allegro - Jayco
Tiffin - Leisure Travel Vans
Midwest Automotive & More!

VOGTRYU.COM
817-831-4222

Vogt RV Center, Circle 133 on Reader Service Card
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CROSSROADS

Mexican Hat, Utah

Awesome Views
in Utah

restroom, so come prepared.

parks/goosenecks — Morey Edelman

i i O Loy
Maumelle Park, Arkansas |

el
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Camping in Nature Next Door to B

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
campground in Maumelle Park wraps
around the edge of the Arkansas
River, and is only 20 minutes from
downtown Little Rock, Arkansas.
RVers with rigs of all sizes are ac-
commodated in 128 campsites with
electric hookups. Some sites line the
riverbank; others are shaded by a
canopy of pine and hardwood trees.
Guests embrace the tranquility of
nature, yet city shopping, theaters and
restaurants are quickly accessible.
The campground offers boating
and fishing on the Arkansas River,
one of the mighty Mississippi’s
largest tributaries. Anglers often

Pull into Goosenecks State Park, located in the Four-Corners region, and
you can park within feet of the canyon rim. Look out over the San Juan River
as it meanders through this desert country and take in the incredible views.
Glowing sunsets and a stellar night sky are also yours to revel in.

Over millions of years, the river cut into the uplifting land, creating this
incredible canyon. Today, Utah State Parks has set aside this overlook for
viewing and primitive camping. Only basic services are available with a single

To get to Goosenecks, take U.S. Highway 163 to state Route 261, travel
1 mile, then take a left on state Route 316 and drive 3.5 miles. All roads are
paved. Ignore the warning sign when you turn onto Route 261 about no RV
travel, as you will actually turn off of Route 261 before the cause for the
warning (the infamous Moki Dugway).
For more information, call 435-678-2238 or visit http://stateparks.utah.gov/

Ig-city Life
hook crappie, bream and white bass.
Migrating eagles are frequently
spotted in large numbers.

Nuttail Trail winds through
wooded areas of the park. Play-
grounds, group shelters, picnic tables,
hot showers, a boat ramp and a dump
station make up the park’s amenities.

To reach Maumelle Campground,
take exit 9 off Interstate 430 at Little
Rock and travel 7 miles west on
Arkansas Route 10.

For more information, call 501-868-
9477 or go to www.recreation.gov/
camping/maumelle/r/campground-

Details.do?contractCode=NRSO&par
kld=71932 — Arline Chandler @

Photo: Morey Edelman

Photo: Arline Chandler




PURSUE THE PATH TO

PALM TREES AND PARADISE
Glass by Guardlan

Enjoy the picturesque countryside behind a sweeping windshield, designed to keep you safe
and provide those special panoramic views that can only be seen in an RV. As the number
one supplier of original equipment RV windshields, Guardian’s Custom Glass Solutions
manufactures RV glass products in the United States. When you need a replacement
windshield, don't settle for overseas imitations. Demand American-made Guardian glass
to ensure proper fit and function. Glass by Guardian.

rvglassparts.com ® customglasssolutions.com © (855) RVCLAIM (782-5246) Made In USA
CusToOM Lifestyle Vehicles « Commercial Transportation @
GLASS SOLUTIONS » Construction & Agriculture ¢ Public Transportation
By Guardian * Non-Mobility  Safety & Protection GUARDIAN
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or Visit a Camping World SuperCenter near you!
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with the use of this credit card program please visit www.comenity.net/goodsamcampingworld for complete terms and conditions.

**Standard variable APR of 24.99%,19.99% and 13.99% based on Prime Rate and your credit worthiness. Balance transfer and Cash Advance APR of 25.99% based on Prime Rate. Minimum interest charged
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The Good Sam | Camping World Visa® and Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license for Visa® U.S.A. Inc. VISA is a registered trademark of Visa International Service
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America’s Oldest City

In addition to its long history, St. Augustine,
Florida, is home to the nation’s first wax
museum, a large collection of Tiffany glass
and the famed Fountain of Youth

By Pam Windsor

roudly the oldest permanently occupied European settlement
in America, St. Augustine, Florida, offers history, charm and

the feel of Old Europe thanks to its Spanish heritage. While

Florida was first claimed for Spain by Juan Ponce de Leon in 1513,
the city of St. Augustine was established by Spanish explorer Pedro
Menendez de Aviles in 1565. Last year the city celebrated its 450th
anniversary.

Luanne Hickey, who grew up here, says many people aren’t aware
of St. Augustine’s place in American history.

“When we were growing up and going to school and learning
about U.S. history, most of the focus was on British history —
Jamestown and Plymouth Rock. | know by meeting people from all

© Getting Here

Aview of Castilto-de San-Marcos National Monument from
across the Matanzas River.

over the world that many people don’t know about
St. Augustine or about the rich Spanish history in
our country.”

Over the years, St. Augustine has endured
attacks on many fronts, but stood fast. You'll see
the Castillo de San Marcos, the only remaining
17th-century fort in the country, which sits in the
middle of downtown. Now a national monument,
this fort served many masters. Historians note
that St. Augustine has flown under a number of
different flags, including the Spanish, British and
Confederate.

Hickey works at Ponce de Leon’s Fountain
of Youth Archaeological Park, one of the area’s
most popular attractions. She says there are many
theories about the mythical fountain and Ponce
de Leon’s connection. As she explains it, Ponce de
Leon traveled with Christopher Columbus on his
second voyage to America in 1493 and eventually
became governor of Puerto Rico. While there,
it's believed that natives told him about an island
where he would find gold and a magical rejuvenat-
ing spring. In 1513 he set off to find it, eventually
arriving here. It was Ponce de Leon who gave the
state its name, “La Florida” for land of flowers.
At the time, this land sat on a natural artesian

Located between Daytona Beach and Jacksonville, St. Augustine can be accessed from the
north or south via Interstate 95, U.S. Highway 1 or A1A Scenic and Historic Coastal Byway. If
visiting the St. Augustine Historic District, free parking for RVs is available on Riberia Street,
between West Castillo Drive and Orange Street.
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ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA

spring that provided water to the
Timucuan Indians. Today, you can still
drink from the “Fountain of Youth.”
The taste might surprise you. It's a
little bitter due to a long list of trace
minerals like sulfur, carbonate, boron,
chromium, phosphate, gold, sea salts
and others.

It's said to be very good for you,
but does it actually have rejuvenating
properties?

“If you believe,” says Hickey. She
says she drinks it.

The park houses more than just
the fountain and offers an interest-
ing overview of the region’s history.
You'll see a replica of a Timucuan
village. Excavations on site that began
in the 1970s first uncovered artifacts
from the Timucuan Indians, then the
Spanish settlers who followed.

“When they (the excavators)
started digging, they found Spanish
artifacts and remains of buildings,”
explains Hickey.” So we know this was
where the (Menendez) settlement was
actually located.”

Evidence of St. Augustine’s unique
history is everywhere throughout the
city, with different sections depicting
different time periods. As you stroll
along St. George Street and throughout
other parts of the historic district,

From above left: Presidents and their first ladies are on display at Potter's Wax Museum. The
Lightner Museum (in the former Alcazar Hotel) houses an impressive collection of crystal glass.

you'll find many structures — each
with a story all its own.

In 1887, oil and railroad magnate
Henry Flagler built the luxurious Hotel
Ponce de Leon as a resort for the
rich. This amazing model of Spanish
Renaissance architecture now houses
Flagler College, but is open for tours.

Flagler also built the lavish Alcazar
Hotel, which now serves as the
Lightner Museum, named for another
wealthy American who also left his
mark on St. Augustine. Otto C. Lightner
bought the hotel to house his unique
collection of items from the Gilded
Age, which has several floors of items
including artwork, furniture and Tiffany
glass.

The St. Augustine Lighthouse is a
towering black-and-white structure

built as a watchtower in the city’s early
days, with additions added later. If
you're up for a climb, you can travel
the 219 steps to the top for a stunning
panoramic view of the city. A sign
inside compares the climb to that of
a 14-story building. Patrick Haney of
Plant City, Florida, took the challenge.

“It was tiring, but | went to the top.
From there, you can see all around
the coast,” he says. “It was very windy
today, so it was a little scary up there. |
had to take my hat off or risk losing it.”

On this particular day, the winds
topped 25 mph. You feel the true force
of the wind when you're up that high.
It's exhilarating, though, to make the
climb, then look out over that magpnifi-
cent view.

And while St. Augustine is rich with

Ponce de Leon’s Fountain of Youth
Archaeological Park commemorates
the founding of La Florida by Spanish
explorer Ponce de Leon and his
legendary search for the Fountain

of Youth. It is the actual site of the
original Spanish settlement in St.
Augustine of 1565.



Carefree new products:

Beauty & Quality Reimagined

FLXguard®
NEW FLXguard protects any type of awning!

FLXguard is a new, proprietary polymer
developed by Carefree that rolls up
with your awning to protect it from the
elements. FLXguard is flexible, light-
weight, robust and gives your fabric the
same protection as more expensive,
heavier metal wraps — at a fraction of the cost.

Top Awning of 2015

Carefree wins top award!

Premium Vinyl Fabrics
Beauty, durability, and value! 10 year warranty!

Charcoal

Chocolate

Indigo

These heavier vinyl fabrics are dura-
ble, abrasion resistant, and are double
stitched and double hemmed with long
lasting Gore® Tenara® thread. Embedded
antimicrobial protection eliminates con-
tamination. Also available in proportion-
alwindow awning sizes to perfectly match your patio awning.

LED lights
Light bright.enough to read by!

Carefree of Colorado would like to
extend our gratitude for being voted P
as the Top Awning in 2015. We strive
to ensure Quality, Value, Performance
and Style show through in everything

that we do.

We are proud to

provide shade
and comfort
to so many
satisfied customers enjoying life on the road and we
are extremely happy to be a part of your adventures;
now and for years to come.
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READERS CHOICE

AWARDS

Fun, 3M adhesive backed energy sav-
ing LEDs are great for parties or just
enjoying the evening outside. LED
strips come in white or dynamic colors
and attach just about anywhere.

Quality  Value Oar 'ﬁ@& Performance ¢ Style

Carefree of Colorado, Circle 106 on Reader Service Card



Take a Step Up!

Single

Heavy-duty mator
provides fast
operation

Double

Weatherproof
companents ensurg
longevity

Sleak, stylish and
significantly lighter than
its steel counterpart

Obstruction-sensing
technology prevents
step damage

0006

lippertcomponents.com

Lippert Components, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card
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LED lighting makes
it easy to see step
location at night

GETAWAY

ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA
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The former Hotel Alcazar now houses the City of St. Augustine offices and the Lightner Museum,
which features the art collection of Chicago publisher Otto C. Lightner and 19th-century artifacts.

history, there are many other attractions.

“This city reminds me a little of
Key West. | love the history, but | also
like some of the other things that are
offered,” notes Judy LaPrade. “I'm a
golfer and | really enjoyed the World
Golf Hall of Fame.”

The World Golf Hall of Fame is
located several miles north of the
historic district, but if you have any
interest in golf, it's worth a visit. You'll
see the history of golf from its earliest
days to the present. As you walk past
numerous displays, you'll get a close
look at the different types of balls and
clubs used over the years, the many
different trophies golfers strive to win
and learn the stories of the legendary
players of the game.

Chris Sheehan grew up in Augusta,
Georgia, home of the Masters
Tournament, and has a deep apprecia-
tion of golf.

“Walking around the Hall of Fame
was incredible. From the history of the
game, to the greats who played it, and
all the memorabilia, it was fascinating
to see.”

Other interesting stops include the
Alligator Farm Zoological Park with
rare and exotic birds, animals and

See rare albino alligators at the St. Augustine
Alligator Farm Zoological Park.

reptiles. Special attractions include

two albino alligators. The city is also
home to America’s first wax museum.

It was created by George Potter in

1948, who brought his collection of

wax figures from London, England.
Potter’'s Wax Museum is home to more
than 150 wax figures, and while there
are some newer famous faces, many
you'll remember for the important roles
they've played throughout history. You'll
see Ponce de Leon, Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, six Confederate generals,
Albert Einstein, Adolf Hitler, Winston
Churchill and many others. There’s also




Return of an Icon

The iconic Pace Arrow LXE is built on a Power Bridge® chassis that provides immense storage
capacity and is designed with impressive standard features that make choosing the right
motorhome easy. The hard part will be deciding where to travel to first.

MSRP $242,791

(38K with options)
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ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA

a collection of American presidents
and their first ladies. And throughout
the museum, you'll note how realistic
they all seem, due to their human hair,
handmade uniforms and costumes,
and most importantly, their eyes.

“The eyes are all prosthetic,
meaning they're the same eyes used

in a human being if you lose your eye,”

explains assistant manager Linda
Manz. “What the artist does is color,
shape and size them according to
every character. So, if you go around
the museum, those eyes have a
tendency to follow you, especially if
you use your imagination.”

Celebrity figures include Michael

Jordan, the characters of “Star Wars,”

Britney Spears, Johnny Depp from
the “Pirates of the Caribbean,” and
others. Have any of the celebrities
ever seen their own figures?

“Yes,” says Manz. “Johnny Depp
visits St. Augustine quite a bit. And he
pops in and sees himself and others.”

And what does he think of his
Captain Jack Sparrow figure?

“Oh, he loves it,” she says.

22 MotorHome January 2016

There are dozens of campgrounds
and RV resorts in and around St.
Augustine. Just north of town is the
North Beach Camp Resort, located on
the A1A Scenic and Historic Coastal
Byway in Vilano Beach. The resort is
situated among 30 heavily wooded
acres on a barrier island between the
saltwater North River and the Atlantic
Ocean, and has 150 full-hookup sites,
Wi-Fi, laundry facilities and a conve-
nience store.

Full-time RVers Bill and Nancy
Mills like to camp at Anastasia State
Park.

“It's a very nice park, though a
little far from the beach. We like to
do a lot of fishing so it’s a pretty good
walk for us to go to the beach.”

Mills also noted that there are
limited spots for large RVs, so you'll
need to plan ahead.

“The campground is beautiful
and well-maintained. There’s plenty
of room between sites and lots of
vegetation. We have water and electric,
which is nice. There’s no sewer, but we
don’t really need it for a 10-day stay.

Castillo de San Marcos is a
massive fortress that took
more than 20 years to build. It
helped protect Spain’s fleets
from the English and pirates.

Photo: Dave Houser

Full-service Ocean Grove RV Resort is just
steps from the Atlantic Ocean in St. Augustine.

We have large tanks, so for an RV park,
it has all the things we want.”

Some of St. Augustine’s most
alluring attractions are its beaches.
Most are easily accessible to the public
and offer plenty of parking. You'll have
no trouble finding a spot to enjoy the
sun, the sand and the water.

If you visit St. Augustine, note the
warm, easygoing, people-are-happy-
here feel to it. Relax and enjoy all it has
to offer. @

CAMPGROUNDS
AND RV RESORTS

Anastasia State Park
904-461-2033, www.floridastateparks.org

The Fountains Premier Motorcoach Resort
904-365-5600,
www.thefountainsofstaugustine.com

Indian Forest Campground
800-233-4324, www.indianforestcampground.com

North Beach Camp Resort
800-542-8316, www.northbeachcamp.com

Ocean Grove RV Resort
800-342-4007, www.oceangroveresort.com

Stagecoach RV Park
877-824-2319, www.stagecoachrv.net

AREA ATTRACTIONS

Lightner Museum (Alcazar Hotel)
904-824-2874, www.lightnermuseum.org

Ponce de Leon’s Fountain of Youth
Archaeological Park

904-829-3168, http://fountainofyouthflorida.com

Potter’'s Wax Museum
904-671-6866, www.potterswaxmuseum.com

St. Augustine Alligator Farm Zoological Park
904-824-3337, www.alligatorfarm.com

St. Augustine Lighthouse & Museum
904-829-0745, www.staugustinelighthouse.org

World Golf Hall of Fame
904-940-4123, www.worldgolfhalloffame.org



NeXus RV

Freightliner XCR Raised Rail Chassis 3000 Series Allison Transmission | Air Brakes

6.7liter 360 H.P. Cummins Diesel Engine | Front and Rear Air Suspension 240 Amp Alternator

8001bs of Torque LED lights throughout Azdel Substrate (no wood)
10000lbs towing hitch Solid Surface Countertops Washer and Dryer Prep

22" Tires w/ Aluminum Rims 2-13500 BTU ACs Deluxe Chrome Package
100 Gallon fuel Tank 4 color full body paint All Steel Cage Construction
Automatic leveling jacks Seamless Fiberglass Roof Seamless Fiberglass Roof
One Piece Windshield

We Build Your Dream

$189,999

Toll Free
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FIND YOUR

ADVENTURE!
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A visit to Hot Springs National Park in Arkansas proves to be a cleansing experience

You may have heard by now that 2016 marks the 100th anniversary of
the founding of the National Park Service. To celebrate, MotorHome
will be bringing you a yearlong series of unforgettable experiences —
from mild to wild — that are unique to America’s national parks. Places
where we hope you’ll Find Your Adventure in the months ahead.

n a modern era where we jump out of the shower
and are out the door in minutes every morning, it may
seem odd to think there’s a place where the act of taking

a simple bath — literally being in hot water — becomes
a leisurely event, a special occasion to be savored.

That's exactly the case in Hot Springs National Park,
however. Here at the foot of Arkansas” Ouachita Mountains,
nearly 1 million gallons of mineral-rich hot water spills forth
from 47 protected springs every single day. A seren-
dipitous superabundance that gave the town of
Hot Springs its name and turned it into America’s
original spa resort.

The water flowing from these springs was
considered so special, in fact, that President

-

=

arkis all about the water.
Beisat-aoul e\

Andrew Jackson made the area the first-ever federal
reserve in 1832. While Yellowstone may have become the
original national park 40 years later, the Hot Springs Res-
ervation was the mold it and the rest of America’s national
park system were cast from.

Today, Hot Springs bears the distinction of being the
only national park to be located entirely within city limits. In
fact, the town and the park flow together so seamlessly th%




it's often hard to tell where one stops
and the other begins.

This unique amalgamation has
created one of the most unusual
national park experiences in America.
So sit back and relax as we relate
the adventures to be had only in Hot
Springs National Park.

No Ordinary Water

Like the roots of the town, Hot Springs’
waters run deep — about 8,000 feet
below the surface, to be exact.

HOT SPRINGS NATIOVNAL
9 o

Taking the Waters

Located in what Native Americans once
called the “Valley of the Vapors,” the
hot springs here have been welcoming
visitors since 1541, when Spanish
explorer Hernando de Soto’s expedition
is said to have visited.

Hot Springs National Park’s waters bubble up from 47 protected springs at a constant 143
degrees Fahrenheit. Radio-carbon dating has estimated the water is more than 4,000 years old.

The naturally pure spring water
here is old as well, having been radio-
carbon dated to 4,400 years of age. To
put that in perspective, that means the
water bubbling up from the ground
today fell as rain about the same time
the Egyptian pharaohs were building
their pyramids.

Those waters surface at a
remarkably consistent 143 degrees
Fahrenheit. What's not used in the
town’s spas is cooled down and piped
to several public drinking fountains,
where people line up to fill jugs of the
surprisingly palatable water.

Ultimately, it's this resource the
park was designed to protect, as its
holdings cover not only the developed
stretch known as Bathhouse Row but
also the hills around town where every
new rainstorm helps recharge the
aquifer for future generations. In other
words, Hot Springs National Park is
really all about the water.

Soaking It Up

It's said that Native Americans from
many different tribes peaceably shared
these hot springs in what they called
the Valley of the Vapors. Hernando de
Soto was the first European visitor in
1541, and both locals and out-of-town-
ers have been bathing in the waters
here ever since.

Gradually the health-oriented
pilgrims the hot springs attracted
came from greater distances — as
far away as New York and Chicago
— drawn by claims of the water’s
healing properties. Locals responded
by building hotels and the first crude
bathhouses for the comfort and privacy
of their guests.

By 1888, an earlier Victorian
version of what's become known as
Bathhouse Row had sprung up along
the town’s Central Avenue. Those
structures were in turn replaced by
the eight far grander and more ornate

Photos: Alan Rider
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IN'HOT WATER

buildings — several of which date back
to the early 1900s — that occupy the
Row today.

To get a look at how upscale this
second generation of bathhouses
became, take a walk through the
1915 Fordyce Bathhouse, which is
now the Hot Springs National Park
visitor center. What you’ll find on its
four floors are generous amounts of
marble, stained glass and statuary
that created an atmosphere of relaxed
opulence. Of particular interest are
the re-created treatment rooms,
some furnished with period electrical
contraptions full of dials and switches
that frankly look a little scary. Not to
mention a fully equipped gymnasium
that is clearly the forerunner to the
modern health clubs.

Taking the Waters

After seeing all this preserved in its
museumlike state, take a walk several
doors down the sidewalk and check in
at the front desk of the 1911 Buckstaff
Bathhouse. One of only two existing
bathhouses that still allow visitors

to bathe in the hot spring water, the
Buckstaff — the longest continually
operating spa in town — is old-school
all the way.

Above from left: The 216-foot-high Hot Springs Mountain Tower offers sweeping 100-mile views
of the Ouachita Mountains and beyond. The grand 1922 Quapaw Bathhouse offers a modern spa
experience that includes treatments such as superoxygenated baths and hot-stone massages.

From the vintage-looking tubs to
the European-style bathing regimen
itself (which includes a good loofah
back-scrubbing from your uniformed
attendant, a sitz-bath, a session in
the cramped metal box known as the
steam cabinet and a hot pack-wrap
followed by a light massage), very
little seems to have changed in the

“IT IS BY FAR THE MOST GRUELING PART OF
THIS NATIONAL PARK ADVENTURE, BUT DO
YOUR BEST TO SUFFER THROUGH ALL THIS
RELAXATION WITH A BRAVE FACE."

last century. Simply put, this is the
place to go if you want to have an
experience similar to what visitors
like Babe Ruth and Franklin Delano
Roosevelt took to relieve everything
from hangovers to the symptoms of
polio.

The other original bathhouse
still operating is the nearby Quapaw
Bathhouse. Built in 1922 beneath
a soaring rooftop dome, it was
thoroughly remodeled in 2007. Not
surprisingly its treatments are a
good bit more modern and include
soaking in a series of communal
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MEMBER NEWS | BENEFITS | EVENTS | PARKS | SAVINGS
The Good Sam Club and
Camping World debuted CI u b Eve nts

back when VW Beetles
towed Winnebagos, ~ 300d Sam get-togethers at

RV-friendly regional gatherings

Havasu Balloon Festival and Fair
January 15 through 17
Lake Havasu City, Arizona

Taste of Southern California
April 22 through 24

Golden Village Palms RV Resort
Hemet, California

North Carolina Campout
April 28 through May 1

5 YEAR F F U N Yogi Bear's Jellystone Park at Daddy Joe's
Tabor City, North Carolina

Since 1966, the Good Sam Club and Camping World 0ld Fashion Dirt Track Weekend

. . . T May 27 through 28

have taken RVing families on the ride of their lives Perris Auto Speedway
Perris, California

Eor the Good Sam Clgb apd Camping World, 1%.6 was the start of something Campout for Charity 2016

big. Both of the now-iconic brands launched during that memorable year when June 3 through 5

hemlines made headlines and “Good Vibrations” topped the charts. Fast-forward Iroquois County Fairgrounds

. . , Crescent City, Illinois
half a century, and the two companies are now recognized as the world's largest
organization of RV members and America’s largest retailer of RVs and RV acces- Western Weekend — Above and Below
ies. Stay tuned throughout 2016 for gold i i t Campi June 3 through 5

sories. Stay tuned throughou or golden-anniversary giveaways at Camping Grand Canyon Caverns

World and nostalgic looks at both companies’ early days in the pages of Trailer Peach Springs, Arizona

Life, MotorHome and the Good Sam RV Travel & Savings Guide. Good Sam Fun Weekend
June 10 through 13

P o o o o i The Villages at Turning Stone

Verona, New York

Hot Off the Press

North America’s only comprehensive printed directory ‘
of RV parks and campgrounds, the annual Good Sam RV '

Travel & Savings Guide is now available at all 115 Camping i

World locations and on www.campingworld.com. The i

2016 edition features detailed listings for 12,500 privately H

owned RV parks and public campgrounds, including i

2,100-plus Good Sam Parks that offer members a 10 percent nightly discount. !

Good Sam’s annually updated RV park ratings help travelers decide whereto |

stay, and state and provincial maps lead them to their destinations. Members E » Find the full schedule of upcoming
can purchase the 2016 edition for $6.95 (plus shipping and handling charges ! g‘f%mxfgggfa;rﬁus;it:ﬁ?‘gmfl Rallies

Jenny Brook Bluegrass Festival
June 23 through 26

Tunbridge World's Fairgrounds
Tunbridge, Vermont

State/Provincial Rallies (Samborees)
Good Sam State/Provincial Rallies (also
known as Samborees) give members a
chance to camp together for a few days
while sharing RV tips, enjoying activities and
spreading the Good Samaritan spirit.

for online orders), a considerable discount off the $19.95 retail price. As an
added perk, the guide’s Camping World coupons ante up $1,500 in savings.

Half-Price Tickets to RV Shows

Did you know that Good Sam’s parent company operates 15 RV shows across
North America and members can save 50 percent on two adult tickets at
each event? For a list of 2016 shows, visit www.gsevents.com. To receive
the discount, show your membership card at the ticket office. To receive the
discount online, enter your Good Sam membership number.

©RVERS OF THE YEAR

In online voting last fall, Good Sam members named Habitat for Humanity volunteers Bill and France Moriarty the

club’s 2015 RVers of the Year. Get to know these civic-minded members at www.goodsamclub.com/rveroftheyear.



IN'HOT WATER
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Above from left: Hot Springs National Park’s Bathhouse Row harkens back to a time when the town was
America’s first spa resort. A tribute to hometown-boy-made-good Bill Clinton. Generous use of marble,

stained glass and statuary lent the bathhouses an air of relaxed opulence.

pools of varying temperatures, private
MicroSilk tubs that supersaturate the
water with oxygen, a manmade steam
“cave” and the latest spa treatments
like hot-stone massages and salt body
polishes.

Both the old and new approaches
have their fans. Which means the only
way to decide which you prefer is to
try them both. It is by far the most

grueling part of this national park
adventure to be sure, but do your best
to suffer through all this relaxation
with a brave face.

A Simple Prescription
After you've “taken the waters” it's
time to get out and explore some of the

rest of the park and surrounding areas.

But don't just take our word for it.

One of the common elements in
the health regimens prescribed to
spa visitors in those early days was to
enjoy a vigorous walk in the fresh air
surrounded by the beauty of nature.
Hot Springs National Park makes that
easy with 26 miles of hiking trails,
many of which can be accessed from
the path that runs behind Bathhouse
Row.

For true hot water comfort -
Go for the new Truma AquaGo™

EXPECT MORE!

* Most powerful and efficient instant water heater

¢ Hybrid technology with constant temperature —
no scalding

e Endless hot water regardless of flow rate

e All-season use with optional Anti-freeze function

For product information and events where
you can experience the Truma AquaGo™
Hybrid Instant Water Heater visit www.truma.net

(truma

More comfort on the move

American recreation powered
by German engineering

Truma AquaGo, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card



TIFFIN

MOTORHOMES

MADE TO MOVE YOU.

0 - 60 in 29.8 seconds.
The perfect getaway vehicle.

TIFFINMOTORHOMES.coM 9  §

Tiffin Motor Homes, Circle 130 on Reader Service Card




PROTECTION

FROM THE COST OF MAJOR BREAKDOWNS
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A Good Sam Extended Service Plan is better than a warranty, it’s mechanical
breakdown insurance and we not only cover RVs, we cover your auto too.

A Good Sam Extended Service Plan can help take the worry out of paying large repair bills
with coverage on your engine assembly, transmission, drive axles, plus RV components like

your fridge, awnings, seals, gaskets and so much more.

Go online now to see all that we cover and get your FREE QUOTE.
Come see how affordable it can be to repair your RV or vehicle.

=
oot wone Lssesorn () Good Sam]

TAKE THE WORRY OUT OF PAYING LARGE REPAIR BILLS Extended Service Plan
MBI

All program benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Terms & Conditions. ESP s available ta S, residents anly. Designed for the Good Sam Club by Affiity Brokerage, LLC. ADMHTBALANIG GSP44670 - 1015



IN'HOT WATER

One worthwhile destination Capone visited Hot Springs with knew what it was like to be in trouble
accessible by foot (or by vehicle if their entourages for weeks at a time. with the law. And Hot Springs,
your bathhouse experience left you You can learn more on a tour of the Arkansas, was where they came to get
feeling a little too relaxed) is Hot Gangster Museum of America located away from it.
Springs Mountain Tower. At 216 feet directly across the street from the How ironic then that, when it
tall, this land-bound crow’s nest offers ~ park’s Bathhouse Row. comes to choosing a secluded hideout,
sweeping 360-degree vistas spanning they picked Hot Springs National Park.
more than 100 miles in every direction.  In Hot Water A place where getting yourself into hot
The view itself is fantastic and Of course, those underworld figures water is the whole idea. @

becomes more meaningful when you
realize that it's the landscape below
you from which Hot Springs National

. CAMPGROUNDS
Park’s waters flow. For More Information Catherine’ ) _
atherine’s Landing at Hot Springs

Speaking of the t(?W“ of HO_t Springs ATTRACTIONS 501-262-2550, www.wcoutdoors.com/

and water, no attraction combines catherines-landing
S . Buckstaff Bathhouse Cloud Nine RV Park
the two quite like National Park Duck 501-623-2308, http://buckstaffbaths.com 50t1’u262|q?9% ar oo
Tours. These 75-minute tours aboard Gangster Museum of America ~£62-1776, www.cloudninerv.com
amphibious World War ll-era landing 501-318-1717, http://tgmoa.com g:;\i';'::g::atm"al Park Gulpha Gorge
craft known as "Ducks” take in the Hot Springs Mountain Tower 501-620-6715, www.nps.gov/hosp/
town itself with a humorous and infor- 501-623-6035, hotspringsar.com/info/tower/  planyourvisit/campground.htm
mative commentary from the driver tower'hfm ) J & JRV Park
before splashing into Lake Hamilton g';;i%'"é%ﬁ gama:]g:;tv/hosp 501-321-9852, http://jjrvpark.com
for a little scenic cruise. . o Lake Ouachita State Park
. _ National Park Duck Tours 501-767-9366, www.arkansasstateparks.

Finally, take a step back in time 501-321-2911, www.rideaduck.com com/lakeouachita
tp the era when nota bl.e underworld Quapaw Bathhouse Young’s Lakeshore RV Resort
figures like Lucky Luciano and Al 501-609-9822, http://quapawbaths.com 800-470-7875, www.rvhotsprings.com

ESERT GARDENS

RV PAR
FIRST TIMER SPECIAL

$3 95* ONE FULL MONTH

OCT. OR NOV. OR DEC., 2015
Reservations

520-868-3800

desertgardens@cgmailbox.com

Simply said, “We sell better RV sites for less.” We have no small sites. 40’ x 50’ size
start at $16,600. Next largest, 55’ x 60’ start at $22,000. Our largest are 60’ x 70’ and start at
only $25,000. All have water, sewer, and electric. No other park can compare.

The dues are $87.50 per month and include everything except electric and individual lot main-
tenance and insurance. We are a not-for-profit, member owned co-operative, and therefore offer
no formal financing, but do have some deferred payment options. Closing costs are only $175.
Call 520-450-2966 or email desertgardens@cgmailbox.com for sales information.

We’'re located near Florence, AZ, and have 266 sites on 73 acres with all the amenities you'd
expect at a price you can afford. There is still a great selection, but lots are selling fast. Visit www.
desertgardensrvpark.com to see what we're all about and what’s here for you.

*Tax and electric are extra. Email for restrictions and information. Advance reservations required.

Desert Gardens RV Park, Circle 110 on Reader Service Card
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Have an adventure.

Receiver Mount Tow Bar

The Avail’s legs are 2” longer. More room for tight turns. More space for hooking up.

R L
Latches will not bind, No centering pin. Simply fold up Raised gold badge and
no matter what. and the Avail stays put. premium metallic paint.

10,000 Ib capacity ¢ Steel Construction

BLUEOX.COM « 800-228-9289
Kifacebook.com/blueoxproducts » You{[B

Blue Ox, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card



By Kristopher Bunker

MoTORHOME

READERS CHOICE

B R FR ™

201 0, READERS’
CHOICE AWARDS

AND THE WINNERS ARE ...

MOTORHOME READERS SELECT THEIR FAVORITE RV PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

n our never-ending search for the best RV college student with pink hair and a pet iguana?
I products and services, the most obvious place to start is, In our opinion, the best way to harvest other people’s

of course, the Internet (Isn’t it always?). Select a subject, suggestions for RV-related paraphernalia is to begin with
click through to a review site and, voila!, the answers to all a population of similarly minded peers who at least have a
your queries are at your fingertips. Or are they? common background in the subject matter. That's why we

True, sites like Yelp and Angie’s List are an effective hold our annual Readers’ Choice Awards poll, and invite

measure of worldwide popularity, but do they really reflect you — our readers, avid enthusiasts of all things motorhome
how your specific experience is going to be? So much of — to vote on your favorite RV products, services and des-
what we love as RVers and about RVing is subjective; nobody  tinations. As always, we list the top three positions in each
knows RVs like an RVer. And when it comes down to it, category, with the winners of each awarded the coveted
how much in common do we really have with a 19-year-old MotorHome Readers’ Choice Awards Gold medal.

CLASS A MOTORHOME CLASS B MOTORHOME CLASS C MOTORHOME

Gold: Tiffin Motorhomes Gold: Winnebago Industries Gold: Winnebago Industries
Tiffin is a family-run business in Red Winnebago's Class B Touring Coach Winnebago offers eight families of
Bay, Alabama. The manufacturer is models include the Era and Travato, Class C’s, from the Mercedes-Benz-
responsible for some of the top Class A | which combine many of the amenities based View to the larger family-friendly
motorhomes in the industry, including found in larger coaches with the easy- Spirit models. The iconic Minnie
the Phaeton, the Zephyr and the Allegro | driving, higher-mpG attributes of a family | Winnie, shown above, is available in five
series. The Allegro pictured here is van. The Travato shown here is built floorplans and features flexible sleeping
one of Tiffin's more popular models, on the Ram ProMaster chassis and is accommodations and larger rear-trunk
featuring handcrafted cabinetry, en- available in two floorplans, the 59K and | storage, making it a great choice for
ergy-efficient lighting and a seamless 59G, with optional bike and kayak racks. | families as well. Plus, the Minnie Winnie
windshield. 256-356-8661, www.tiffin 641-585-3535, www.winnebagoind.com comes in at a friendly price. 641-585-
motorhomes.com 3535, www.winnebagoind.com

Silver: Pleasure-Way Industries,

Silver: Winnebago Industries, 641- 800-364-0189, www.pleasureway.com Silver: Jayco Inc., 574-825-5861,
585-3535, www.winnebagoind.com © Bronze: Leisure Travel Vans, Triple E | www.jayco.com
© Bronze: Newmar Corp., 800-731- Recreational Vehicles, 877-992-9906, © Bronze: Forest River, www.forest
8300, www.newmarcorp.com www.leisurevans.com riverinc.com

Photos: courtesy the manufacturers
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DINGHY AUXILIARY BRAKING

Gold: SMI Manufacturing
Auxiliary braking systems are a must
when towing a dinghy, and SMI offers
three popular products — the Air Force
One, Stay-IN-Play DUO and the Delta
Force. All SMI systems come with a
5-year warranty and are made in the
USA. 800-893-3763, www.smibrake.com

Silver: Roadmaster, 800-669-9690,
www.roadmasterinc.com
© Bronze: RVibrake, 800-815-2159,
www.rvibrake.com

DINGHY VEHICLE

Gold: Honda CR-V
The CR-V has been a favorite among
RVers, and is the gold-medal winner
for 2015 even though it is no longer din-
ghy-towable. Beginning with the 2015
model, Honda switched to the continu-
ously variable automatic transmission
and no longer offers a manual, flat-
towable version. RVers looking to take
advantage of the CR-V’s dinghy-towable
prowess need to find an appropriately
outfitted 2014 or earlier model. 800-
999-1009, www.automobiles.honda.com

Silver: Jeep Wrangler, www.jeep.com
© Bronze: Jeep Cherokee, www.jeep.com

FUEL ADDITIVE

Gold: Lucas Oil Products

34 MotorHome January 2016

Lucas Oil offers a variety of lubricants
and fuel additives for motorhomes and
dinghy vehicles. From fuel treatments
to motor oil and everything in between,
the company has been a favorite
among RVers for many years. Popular
products include engine-oil stop leak,
oil stabilizer and injector cleaners. 800-
342-2512, www.lucasoil.com

Silver (tie): AMSOIL, 800-956-5695,
www.amsoil.com
Silver (tie): Gold Eagle Sta-Bil,
800-367-3245, www.goldeagle.com
© Bronze: Stanadyne Performance
Formula, 800-842-2496,
www.stanadyneadditives.com

FUEL STATION

Gold: Pilot Flying J
Pilot Flying J is the largest operator of
travel centers and travel plazas in North
America, with more than 650 retail
locations, 52 Goodyear Commercial
Tire and Service Centers, and 44 Boss
Shops. It also has more than 4,400
diesel lanes with diesel exhaust fluid
(DEF) available at the pump. 800-562-
6210, www.pilotflyingj.com

Silver: Shell, www.shell.us
© Bronze (tie): Buc-ee’s,
www.buc-ees.com
© Bronze (tie): Costco Wholesale,
800-955-2292, www.costco.com
© Bronze (tie) Love’s Travel Stops, 800-
655-6837, www.loves.com

HOLDING-TANK CHEMICALS
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Gold: Thetford
Thetford's line of holding-tank products

2015 READERS” CHOICE AWARDS

controls odors and keeps valves clean.
Aqua-Kem offers the most powerful
odor control available (100 percent bio-
degradable), and is designed to liquefy
waste and break down tissue fast to
prevent clogging. Eco-Smart products
provide extended odor control and
quickly break down and liquefy waste
and tissue to prevent clogs. 800-543-
1219, www.thetford.com

Silver: Happy Camper, 503-781-2486,
www.5starhappycamper.com
© Bronze: Camco Manufacturing, 800-
334-2004, www.camco.net

MOTORHOME AWNING
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Gold: Carefree of Colorado
Carefree of Colorado has been
designing and manufacturing awnings
for more than 40 years. The company
focuses on the design and develop-
ment of RV awnings and related
comfort and convenience products,
and claims that its commitment to
quality, value, performance and style
is what sets it apart from the competi-
tion. www.carefreeofcolorado.com

Silver: Dometic, 800-544-4881,
www.dometic.com/usa
© Bronze: Girard RV, 800-382-8442,
www.girardrv.com

MOTORHOME CHASSIS

Gold: Freightliner Custom Chassis
Freightliner Custom Chassis Corp.
combines advanced technology and
engineering with premium components
and exceptional workmanship to deliver
some of the more popular motorhome
chassis on the road today. Offerings




AVETH DATE

MARCH 12-15, 2016 + CONYERS, GA
Afveter! by:

NATIONAL INDOOR RV CENTERS

Join your fellow Motorcoach owners in Conyers, Georgia at the
Georgia International Horse Park for Marchfest ‘16.

There will be plenty of first-class entertainment as you renew

acquaintances and share in enough fun to fill a lifetime of memories.

Then, get ready to travel south to Perry, Georgia for FMCA as you
become a part of history by participating in the World’s Longest
Motorcoach Convoy. This will be an officially judged, world
record event, so pack your smiles and wave your flags as we

bring the record back home

to the USA! E_NTERTAINMENT &

CF 18

.---.M arch

ALEN AMERICAN MOTORCOACH OWNERS

AN ESINEETIME
OPPORTUNITY

PARTICIPATE IN THE WORLD'S
LONGEST MOTORCOACH CONVOY!

DON'T DELAY, SPACE IS FILLING UP FAST. BE A PART
OF AMERICA'S PROUDEST RV OWNERS AS WE TAKE
THE RECORD BACK FROM THE ITALIANS.

REGISTER ONLINE:
http://nir.vc/Marchfest

Or contact Stephana Cunningham,
Director of Special Events, Jayco Motorhome Group
574.971.1334
or email at: stephana_cunningham@jayco.com.

NATIONAL I'H'DOOH RV CEHTEHS

GEORGIA INTERNATIONAL HORSE PARK « CONYERS, GEORGIA
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include pairings with Allison transmis-
sions; air suspensions, shocks and
equalizer beams; a 60-degree wheel
cut; and 9-inch frame construction. 864-
487-1700, www.freightlinerchassis.com

Silver: Ford, www.ford.com
© Bronze: Spartan Chassis, 800-543-
4277, www.spartanchassis.com

PERFORMANCE-ENHANCING
PRODUCT

Gold: 5 Star Tuning
Specializing in custom tuning for
motorhomes and other RV appli-
cations, 5 Star Tuning unlocks an
engine’s hidden potential with more
horsepower, additional torque and
increased efficiency, resulting in an
improved driving experience. The
family-owned business provides
custom tuning products and services
so RVers can tackle the latest road
trip in confidence. 843-536-1244.
www.5startuning.com

Silver: Banks Power, 800-601-8072,
www.bankspower.com
@ Bronze (tie): Snow Performance, 864-
365-2762, www.snowperformance.net
© Bronze (tie): Henderson'’s Line-up
Brake & RV, 541-955-0769,
www.hendersonslineup.com

RV BATTERY

Gold: Interstate Batteries
All those bells and whistles in your
motorhome obviously need power to
operate, from starting the engine to
running the appliances with or without
hookups. Interstate Batteries offers

6-volt deep-cycle, starting, dual-pur-
pose and sealed AGM batteries. Inter-
state’s website features an interactive
battery selector to help you find the
right product for your coach. 866-842-
5368, www.interstatebatteries.com

Silver: Trojan Battery Company,
800-423-6569, www.trojanbattery.com
© Bronze (tie): Exide Technologies,
678-566-92000, www.exide.com
© Bronze [tie): Lifeline Batteries, 909-
599-7816, www.lifelinebatteries.com
© Bronze (tie): Optima Batteries, 888-
867-8462, www.optimabatteries.com

RV CAMPGROUND/RESORT

Gold: Disney’s Fort Wilderness
That famous Disney magic isn’t confined
to theme parks, and Disney’s Fort
Wilderness Resort is proof that RVs and
Mickey Mouse are a great match. The
resort includes a pool with waterslide,
archery, horseback riding and canoeing,
among other opportunities. Of course,
you can always venture into one or more
of the nearby world-famous parks for
even more fun. 407-824-2900, https://
disneyworld.disney.go.com

Silver: Pechanga RV Resort, 877-997-
8386, www.pechanga.com
© Bronze: Cajun Palms, 337-667-7772,
www.cajunpalms.com

RV CASINO RESORT

2015 READERS” CHOICE AWARDS

RVers staying at the resort can enjoy
the amenities the entire casino/resort
has to offer, including 11 restaurants,
a spa and a championship golf course.
877-997-8386, www.pechanga.com

Silver: Seven Feathers RV Resort,
541-839-3599, www.sevenfeathers
rvresort.com
© Bronze (tie): Hollywood Casino
Tunica, 800-871-0711, www.hollywood
casinotunica.com
© Bronze (tie): Turning Stone Resort
Casino/The Villages RV Park, 800-771-
7711, www.turningstone.com

RV CLEANING PRODUCT

Gold: Meguiar’s
A motorhome is a major investment,
so it's important to keep it clean and
looking good. Meguiar’s offers cleaners
for components ranging from tires and
wheels to upholstery to the exterior.
The Boat/RV Rinse Free Wash & Wax is
a great way to restore a coach’s shine in
campgrounds that don’t allow conven-
tional washing; just spray it on and wipe
clean for a high-gloss finish. 800-347-
5700, www.meguiars.com

Silver: Protect All, 800-521-3032,
www.protectall.com
© Bronze: Wash Wax ALL, 800-927-
4929, www.washwax.com

RV COVER

Gold: Pechanga RV Resort
Rated 10/10*/10 by the Good Sam Club,
Pechanga RV Resort is just steps away
from Pechanga Resort & Casino, the
largest resort/casino in California.

Gold: ADCO
ADCO RV covers are produced in
universal and custom configurations
in a variety of outdoor fabrics. ADCO’s
core products are what the company
refers to as Designer Series RV Covers,




800.860.5658

ThorMotorCoach.com @
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RV TIRES

available in SFS AquaShed and the new,
wind-resistant DuPont Tyvek RV model.
ADCO began making the universal-
fit RV cover nearly 30 years ago and
remains dedicated to providing a quality
product with cutting-edge features.
800-541-2326, www.adcoprod.com

Silver: Camco Mfg., 800-334-2004,
www.camco.net
@ Bronze (tie): Calmark Cover Co.,
800-838-7236, www.calmarkcovers.com
® Bronze (tie): Empire Covers, 888-
872-6855, www.empirecovers.com

RV ENGINE OIL

I
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Mobil

)

Gold: Mobil 1
Mobil 1 advanced full synthetic motor
oils are designed to deliver perfor-
mance and protection for all driving
conditions. Mobil 1 oils help keep
engines running like new by combating
sludge and deposit buildup, reducing
wear and controlling oil breakdown.
www.mobiloil.com

Silver: Shell Rotella, www.shell.com
© Bronze: AMSOIL, 800-956-5695,
www.amsoil.com

RV GENERATOR

Gold: Cummins Onan
Cummins Onan RV generators have
been powering the RV industry for
more than 50 years. The Cummins
Onan RV QG 5500 generator shown
above features smooth operation and
is the quietest in its class. The QG 5500
generates enough juice to power two
air conditioners, with power to spare,
according to the company. 800-888-
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6626, http://power.cummins.com/rv

Silver: Honda, powerequipment
.honda.com
© Bronze (tie): Generac, 888-436-3722,
www.generac.com
© Bronze (tie): Kohler, 800-544-2444,
www.kohlerpower.com

RV REFRIGERATOR

Gold: Norcold

Norcold refrigerators are designed to
handle the demands and rigors of the
road. Manufactured in a variety of sizes,
these models are made specifically for
the RV lifestyle, and feature covered
crispers with pop-up lids, full-width
food and freezer compartments and
full-width shelves. 800-543-1219, www
thetford.com/products/refrigerators

Silver: Dometic, 800-544-4881,
www.dometic.com
© Bronze: Whirlpool, 866-698-2538,
www.whirpool.com

RV RETAILER

Gold: Camping World
From interior cleaners to exterior
waxes, and from RV add-ons to
campsite decor, Camping World is
the No. 1 destination for RVers. With
locations across the country, chances
are there’s a store near you. The fact
that many also include an RV dealership
makes Camping World a one-stop RV
shopping destination. 888-626-7576,
www.campingworld.com

Silver: Wal-Mart, www.walmart.com
© Bronze: Local dealer

Gold: Michelin

The Michelin XRV is an all-position
radial tire designed specifically for
RVs. This tire has a shallow, stable
tread engineered with a cool running
compound that generates lower heat
for greater durability and improved
handling. The wide grooves promote
drainage efficiency to combat hydro-
planing and help improve traction on
wet surfaces. www.michelin.com

Silver: Goodyear, www.goodyear.com
© Bronze: Firestone, www.firestone.com

RV TOILET

Gold: Thetford
Each Thetford model, from the finest
porcelain to the most economical, has
thoughtful ergonomic features designed
to assure RVers a comfortable, elegant
and trouble-free toilet. They're built to
last while on the road, along with water-
saving features and ease of use. 800-
543-1219, www.thetford.com

Silver: Dometic, 800-544-4881,
www.dometic.com

SATELLITE PROVIDER

pror ¥

Gold: DirecTV
DirecTV offers services for RVs that
allow subscribers to enjoy satellite pro-




gramming on the road. With specialty
mobile equipment you can receive

most of the same programming you
would at home. That includes all your
favorite channels, premiums and basic,
and high-definition and DVR services.
You even have the option of in-motion
service with the proper equipment. 888-
777-2454, www.directv.com

Silver: DISH Network, 888-434-0112,
www.dishnetwork.com

SATELLITE HARDWARE

Gold: Winegard
Bring your favorite shows on the road
with you using satellite hardware from
Winegard. With antennas of every style
— stationary, roof-mounted and portable
— and compatibility with all the major
players — DirecTV, DISH Network, Shaw
Direct and Bell TV — Winegard takes
home the gold in this category. 800-288-
8094, www.winegard.com

Silver: King Controls, 952-922-6889,
www.kingconnect.com
© Bronze: KVH Industries, 401-847-
3327, www.kvh.com

SIT-DOWN RESTAURANT

Gold: Cracker Barrel
If you're looking for a hot, home-cooked
meal without the messy post-meal
cleanup, Cracker Barrel has just the
thing. Serving breakfast (try the apple
and cinnamon oatmeal), lunch (half-
pound hamburger, anyone?) and dinner
(savory meatloaf or a 10-ounce rib-eye),
Cracker Barrel is a favorite stopover
for RVers. Be sure to check out the

adjoining Old Country store for an
eclectic mix of souvenirs. 800-333-9566,
www.crackerbarrel.com

Silver: Applebee’s, 888-592-7753,
www.applebees.com
© Bronze: Chili's, www.chilis.com

STATE IN WHICH TO RV

Gold: Florida
RVing affords the freedom to travel
anywhere, but more MotorHome
readers prefer to RV in the Sunshine
State than any other. And why not? In
addition to the well-known theme parks
and white, sandy beaches, Florida offers
adventure in a variety of ecosystems,
from swamplands to forests, in addition
to boating, swimming and world-class
golfing destinations. 888-735-2872,
www.visitflorida.com

Silver: Oregon, 800-547-7842,
www.traveloregon.com
© Bronze: Colorado, 800-265-6723,
www.colorado.com

TIRE-PRESSURE-MONITORING
SYSTEM (TPMS)

Gold: TireMinder
Minder Research has introduced two
new models of its popular TireMinder
TPMS, the TMé6 and the ATA. Each
is designed with a 3.25-inch screen,
making it easy to determine where
a pressure or temperature issue is
occurring at a glance. TireMinder also
offers single-tire control, meaning
users can control and manipulate
the system on a tire-to-tire basis.
The TireMinder can monitor up to 22

sensors. 772-463-6522, www.minder
research.com

Silver: HawksHead Systems,
888-321-8767, www.tpms.ca
© Bronze: Truck System Technologies,
770-889-9102, www.tsttruck.com

TOW BAR

Gold: Blue Ox
Blue Ox offers a number of tow bars
to make the dinghy-towing process
easier. The Avail provides an improved
turning radius for better cornering. Its
nonbinding latch design releases easily
under any conditions. The Avail features
a no-interference, low-profile handle
design, allowing RVers to maneuver
around gas station pumps with greater
ease, while keeping the dinghy safely
away from the motorhome in tight
turns. 800-228-9289, www.blueox.com

Silver: Roadmaster Inc., 800-669-
9690, www.roadmasterinc.com
© Bronze: Demco, 800-543-3626,
www.demco-products.com

TOW DOLLY

>
Gold: Demco Kar Kaddy
Demco pioneered car dollies in the RV
market in the early 1980s, and today
continues to add to its well-respected
legacy of popular car dollies. Dollies
such as the Kar Kaddy offer features
such as steerable axles, sealed hubs

and galvanized or painted frames. 800-
543-3626, www.demco-products.com

Silver: Acme Tow Dolly Co.,
336-996-4396, www.cartowdolly.com
© Bronze: Roadmaster Inc., 800-669-
9690, www.roadmasterinc.com @
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LESS IMITATION
MORE INNOVATION

The 2016 Newmar Lineup -
Our Most Advanced Yet

Nl RV

CENTER

Breakthroughs happen when you break
from the status quo. Choose to evolve.
Leave cookie-cutter for cutting edge.

And commit to being the best instead

of the biggest. That's been our philosophy
for the last 47 years. A philosophy that is
on full display throughout the entire
2016 Newmar lineup of gas, diesel

and luxury motor coaches.

BAY STAR SPORT! BAY STAR?

1. JBL® custom-tuned cockpit audio system:
3. Utility Shed:

5. Comfort Drive™ and Passive Steer* technology:
7. STAR Foundation:

9. Fresca® shower panel:

CANYON STAR?

VENT

VENTANA LE*

2. Comfort Dinette:
4., Redesigned front & rear caps:
6. Cathedral Ceiling:
8. More Floor:

10. Shire exterior:



ANA> DUTCH STAR® MOUNTAIN AIRE’ LONDON AIRE?® ESSEX®

WHEN YOU KNOW THE DIFFERENCE"

Newmar Corporation, Circle 117 on Reader Service Card



@ JAYCO SENECA 37H]J

Seneca 37HJ

Jayco's Super C, built on a Freightliner M2 cab and
chassis, is earmarked for diesel-power fans who
want something different without sacrificing luxury

By Kevin Livingston

hile motorhome
ownership has its perks
and pleasures, finding

the right fit for your lifestyle among
the long list of Class A, B and C body
styles can be an overwhelming task.
Throw in a hybrid of sorts, the Super
C, and the choices become even more
complex. A Super C has the profile of
a traditional cab-and-chassis-based
motorhome, but is much bigger and
it's connected to underpinnings that
rival diesel pushers in performance,
drivability and brute strength. Jayco
has long been involved in this segment
of the market with its Seneca brand
and the 2016 version has been refined
to give hardcore diesel fans a lot of

food for thought when shopping for a
new motorhome. The Seneca 37HJ is
rock solid and at a price tag around
$235,000, this motorhome is easily in
the luxury zone.

Some people might have a difficult
time wrapping their head around the
fact that the Seneca commands such a
hefty price tag because of its similarity
in appearance to a Class C, which
represents a more economical category
of motorhomes, but to steal a few
words from a popular phrase, “This is
not your father’s mini motorhome.”

What you get here is an elegantly
designed interior loaded with higher-
end, brand-name equipment and a
cabin resting atop the reliable Freight-

liner M2 chassis that's propelled by a
capable Cummins ISB 6.7-liter 340-
horsepower diesel/Allison 2500MH
automatic transmission package. No
neck-snapping power here, just an
ultradurable combo that works quite
well, maintaining seamless shifts as
well as a distinctly sweet exhaust note
that reminds you it's a real truck.

The sure-footed Freightliner
chassis will cut a 55-degree turning
radius and it’s fitted with the JRide
Premium suspension system that
helps neutralize roadway bumps and
irregularities. The JRide system is
comprised of top-tier components like
60 mm Bilstein shocks, full air brakes,
front sway bar and a heavy-duty rear
air suspension. Bumps and vibrations
not handled by the suspension are
controlled by the air-ride cockpit
seats. Although the macho-truck look
provoked initial thoughts that the
ride was going to be less than stellar,
even with the advanced suspension,

a few minutes down the highway and

ABOVE: The Seneca has a truck pedigree but enough smooth lines for a modern look.

Photos: Shawn Spence Photography
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then on to uneven curved backcountry
roads confirmed that it was ultimately
a winning combination, supplying a
smooth ride during road transitions
and exhibiting very limited body roll.

Once we got the air-suspended
driver’s seat adjusted properly, which
at first tended to feel a little squishy
and bouncy, we enjoyed the ride.
However, a long-legged co-pilot may
find it difficult to truly stretch out for
the long haul due to a large dashboard
and other cabin area restrictions.
When it came to pulling back on the
ponies, the air brakes seem to be
matched perfectly for the chassis and
weight of the motorhome. Braking
duties are supported by the standard
engine exhaust brake.

To some, the exterior profile may
seem a little rough around the edges,
portraying a more bold, semi-industri-
ous look, but the surprisingly smooth
lines of the cab made for handsome
contours, bolstered by the premium-
grade full-body paint and shiny Alcoa
aluminum wheels. Once inside, the
experience gets even better.

The floorplan is not unusual and
the elements work nicely in a Class C
configuration with a front cabover bed/
storage area. The front living room is the
focal point featuring a dinette ensemble
that continues forward to make the
couch, allin the driver’s side slideout.
Across from this area is an entertain-
ment center with a fireplace and 39-inch
LED TV. A straight-line kitchen counter
is augmented by a pullout sectional and
the four-door refrigerator is tucked in

between the galley and center bath suite.

From here, the rear is consumed by the
bedroom that’s enlarged by opposing
slides. Carried throughout the interior
is an abundant use of storage areas, not
just wildly spread out, but placed in all
the right spots to convey simplicity and
make workable use of otherwise dead
space.

Adding to the liberal use of Honey
Cherry solid-hardwood cabinetry is
a trick pullout pantry hiding between
the toilet room and living room on the
driver’s side that's easily capable of
holding foodstuffs of all sizes and even

large enough for tall cereal boxes. The
solid-surface countertop and matching
decorative backsplash in the galley are
illuminated by LED lighting and have a
high-end luxury kitchen look and feel.
Had it not been for the extendable,
pullout cabinet/counter and the sink
covers, the workspace would be
limited for those heavy cooking days.
On the plus side, the kitchen offers
more than enough space for all the
necessary cooking stowaways. In fact,
there's so much storage space in and
around the food prep zone that the two
large drawers living under the quick-
heating, two-burner Fusion induction
cooktop could be easily exchanged

for a standard-style oven in addition

to the only baking source, a mediocre
proportioned Frigidaire convection/
microwave oven. While the entire living

— BELOW: Galley is not overly roomy, but sink covers and the pullout countertop extension help
the cook spread out. Entertainment system behind a lift-up door on the patio side is fitted with
a 39-inch LED TV.

and galley area is opened up nicely
by the slideout, it's also good to know
that access to the back and use of the
galley can still be accomplished while
the motorhome is in travel mode.

It seems like the Jayco designers
concentrated on good lounging capability
when they placed the dinette and couch
in the slideout. Not only is the seating
area stately-looking with the contrast-
ing light-colored tile floor, but the ability
to kick back in comfort and view the
fireplace or TV was clearly a priority.
The very front is all Class C, with a
classic cutaway portion above the cab
ready to be converted into a queen-size
bed. Assembling the cabover bed uses
a unique approach and when done, it’s
rated to handle 750 pounds. There are
storage compartments on both sides,
and if the bed is not needed, the area
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Above: TV and fireplace are built into a stylish cabinet next to the entry door. Both are easily visible

from most of the wraparound dinette and couch ensemble on the opposing wall, inside the living

room slideout.

is a great catchall for bulky stuff that
otherwise could clutter up the free-flow-
ing space in the living room.

We were impressed with the posi-
tioning of the TV and fireplace, situated
in the corner adjacent to the entry
door because it helped make a comfy
home-Llike setting in the living room.
And most of the seated crowd can have
a clear, non-neck-kinking TV watching
experience. All the usual sound and
video goodies are included, such as
Blu-ray player with HDMI connections
to all TVs. However, in general, we
were less impressed with the specific
components in the system and how
they were arranged. For the cost of
the rig, it could have had better quality
TVs that can actually respond to their
own remotes. It also wouldn't hurt if
the audio/video switches and panels
could be made more user-friendly with
easy-to-follow instructions. The nest
of wires, switches and boxes can leave
you almost clueless and they were
visible from the rear portion of the
dinette and couch.

The motorhome can essentially
be divided into two or three areas.

The center bath can be isolated

with the use of pocket doors, which
makes the bathroom continuous, but
blocked off from the living room and

44 MotorHome January 2016

bedroom. Close just the front pocket
door and the bedroom and bathroom
are transformed into a large suite,
which is practical when occupants are
getting ready for the day or a big event.
Another sliding door closes off the
smaller room with the porcelain toilet,
and the shower stall is placed in a gar-
den-style setting on the opposite wall.
The entire arrangement works well
and the versatility of using the lavatory
sink, toilet and shower independently
makes for happy occupants.

In the master bedroom is the
mother lode of storage cabinets and
closets, displaying naturally toned
raised-panel doors among the neutral,

WHAT'S HOT &)
Fun-to-drive Freightliner M2 chassis, roomy
living room, plenty of storage, bedroom/
bathroom suite, fit and finish

WHAT'S NOT ¢

TV quality and disorganized audio/video
components and wiring, dump valve ar-
rangement in utility bay, small microwave/
convection in lieu of propane oven

but flattering Sterling-branded inner
accents, trim, and decor. A shallow
slideout on the passenger side is
appropriately fitted with a dresser
with four healthy-size drawers; an
LED TV positioned in the cabinet
structure is within perfect eyeshot of
those lounging on the king-size bed
that moves in and out with the third
slideout. To any pack rat’s delight,
the entire rear wall is configured
with a monster-size wardrobe closet,
containing five large drawers, a
heaping top closet, an optional washer-
dryer location/connection and an
almost walk-in size closet for hanging
clothes. If that weren't enough, the
additional overhead cabinets and
nightstands on either side of the bed
can take on more stuff. LED reading
lights and 120-volt AC power at the
nightstands add to the convenience.

DRYER OPTION

SR
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Mgy PANTRY/LINEN |
CABOVER
QUEEN BED
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WASHER/
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FIREPLACE
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MANUFACTURER
OF LUXURY
CLASS B
MOTORHOMES

Standard High-end
Components

@ Ultra Quiet Ultra Insulated Shell
Construction

® 3500 Mercedes Sprinter chassis longest
wheelbase and extended version with walk
in ceiling height

® White euro laminated cabinetry throughout
with European hidden hinges

® Unique expanded pods allow 2 adults to
sleep side to side adding 16 more inches

and the following improvements to the
24KBX floorplan:

* Comfortable 80 by 76 level king bed
arrangement in rear convertible to a
dinette

* Exclusive 32 cu ft capacity storage
compartment underneath the king bed

* Floor to ceiling wardrobe with full size
hanging capacity

¢ Customizable passenger layout
accommodates up to six people for travel

Your “Ultimate Freedom Machine”

N

I

N

I

Avion Vans, Circle 138 on Reader Service Card

Prices and specifications subject to change without notice.



Specifications

Chassis
Model Freightliner M2
Engine 6.7-L Cummins ISB
Sae Hp 340 @ 2,600 rpm
Torque 700 Ib-ft @ 1,600 rpm
Transmission Allison 2500MH
Axle Ratio 5.13:1
Front Tires 275/80R22.5
Rear Tires 275/80R22.5
Wheelbase 276"
Brakes Air drum
Suspension Rear Air, Front Sway Bar,
Bilstein Shocks
Fuel Cap 74 gal
Fuel Economy 9.95 mpg
Warranty: 2 years/unlimited miles
Coach
Ext Length: 38'11"
Ext Width: 8'6"
Ext Height: 13' 1" with A/C
Int Height: 6'11"
Construction Aluminum frame, bead-foam

insulation, laminated
fiberglass side walls, crowned
fiberglass roof, one-piece fiberglass cap

Freshwater Cap 71.5gal
Black-Water Cap 30 gal
Gray-Water Cap 40 gal
Water-Heater Cap On Demand
LP-gas Cap 13 gal
Air Conditioner (2) 15,000 Btu w/Heat Pump
Furnace 35,000 Btu
Refrigerator 12 cu-ft
Inverter/Charger 1,800 watts/100 amps
Battery  (2) 12-volt chassis, (4) 12-volt coach
AC Generator 8 kW
Base MSRP $230,169
MSRP As Tested $236,051
Warranty 2Yrs
Wet Weight

(Water and Heater, Fuel, LP-gas Tanks Full;
No Supplies or Passengers)

Front Axle 7,920 Ibs
Rear Axle 13,760 Ibs
Total 21,680 Ibs

Chassis Ratings

GAWR, F/R 10,000/18,000 Ibs
GVWR/GCWR 28,000/33,000 Ibs
ROCCC 6,320 Ibs (deduct weight of passengers
for net cargo capacity)

GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR Gross Combination Weight Rating

ROCCC Realistic Occupant And Cargo Carrying
Capacity (Full Water, No Passengers)
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Above: Generous use of cabinets, drawers and a large wardrobe make it easy to store clothing and
essentials. Cabover bed is big enough to sleep two people.

Supporting the creature comforts
in the Seneca is a long list of standard
equipment features and a targeted
list of options, including the one that's
mandatory, which includes many of the
things most owners will want anyway.
A few of the items, like the backup
and sideview camera/monitor, dual
15,000-Btu air conditioners with heat
pumps, 1,800-watt power inverter,
electric awning, on-demand water
heater and bigger refrigerator are
must-have items in a motorhome of this
caliber. Other popular standard acces-
sories include the automatic hydraulic
leveling jacks, 8-kW Onan Quiet Diesel
generator with auto start and a keyless
lockset in the entry door. While it was
too warm to test the heating system, we
can confirm that the dual air condition-
ing did a good job in hot, sticky weather.

It's obvious that Jayco’s attention
to detail when building the Seneca
contributes highly to the ability of the
interior to remain comfortable in just
about any weather condition — and
relatively rattle-free when on the road.
Jayco uses a winning combination of
an aluminum-frame structure and
vacuum-bonded side walls, roof and
floor, with bead-foam insulation rated
at R-24 up top, R-9 under your feet and
R-8 in the sides. The gelcoat fiberglass
exterior walls and roof are smooth, as
is the one-piece fiberglass cap. Overall,
the fit and finish are clean and precise,
and items like dual-pane windows,
slideout toppers and the frameless
windows (part of the mandatory
package) contribute to the build quality.

Outside is a good array of storage
compartments that open laterally
and an entertainment center with a
39-inch TV and AM/FM/CD/DVD player.

The utility center is complete but the
dump-valve arrangement seemed to
be a little overcomplicated and could
use a better road map. However, we
did like the Thetford Sani-Con Turbo
macerator system for dumping the
holding tanks. The heavy-duty 50-amp
power cord is controlled, thankfully,
by an electric take-up reel mounted

in another compartment. Four house
batteries are on a slide-out tray for
easy service. Those who want to access
the engine compartment can do so by
lifting the nose of the cab. Once open,
the engine service points are easy to
reach. Even if you're not a gearhead,
you'll like boasting to your RV park
neighbors about how the engine looks
with the hood open.

The Jayco Seneca 37HJ has
everything any serious diesel
motorhome enthusiast could want. A
Super C is not for everyone because
it's in a category that appeals to people
who value the robust drivetrain but
would rather not pilot a big Class
A — and are OK with semicommer-
cial aesthetics. The cabover makes
sleeping more versatile, so having
the grandkids over for a while, for
example, will have little effect on
overall livability.

While some people might think
dropping 235 grand on a big Class C
is far-fetched, in reality the Seneca
is built for the long run and those
looking for the proven durability of the
Freightliner chassis and drivetrain, not
to mention the luxury afforded by the
high-quality materials and accessories,
will appreciate this motorhome. @
|
Jayco Inc
574-825-5861, www.jayco.com



&3 CAMPING WORLD

Say Hello to a Whole New World

Good Sam oy 0 74
ELTE MEMBER &%

GoodsamClub.com

MOTORHOMES
STARTING AT

*398

CLASS B

MOTORHOMES
STARTING AT

$47 5 MONTH’

CLASS A DIESEL

MOTORHOMES
STARTING AT

6652

(22)CAMPING WORLD RV SALES
866-9-RV-CENTER | CampingWorld.com/RV

*Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in

CLASS C MOTORHOMES
STARTING AT

3562,

N PRICES Al

4774
oFtE  Al4 ?‘;G

CA, OH, TX, TN, GA or UT). Inventory and floorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the nearest authorized
dealer. Contact your area dealer for availability. VIN numbers posted at dealership. Example Class C motorhome Stk# ASH564724. Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 180 mos. Example
Class A motorhome Stki# TPA518441. Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos. Example Class B motorhome Stk# POR556934. Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.
Example Class AD motorhome Stk# KAT538997. Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos. Payments to qualified buyers with approved credit. Subject to lender terms. Advertised
inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other offer and not applicable to prior sales. Offers valid at any
Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. Offers expire 1/3/16. FR044259-0915




CAMPING
WORLD.

Great Gifts

UNDER

Both include
handy storage bags

CLUB SALE

5997 Reg. $19.99

Bag Chairs
Durable, weather-resistant polyester fabric on heavy-duty steel
frame with non-skid feet. Handy drink holder in right armrest. | @

A. Brown Circle Chair #81951 B. Brown Block Chair #81952

C. Outdoor Ottoman, Gray #69319
20"L x 20"W x 17'2"H. Club SALE $9.97 Reg. $17.77 | @

EXCLUSIVE! Summit Rocker #69704
CLUB SALE Extra-wide padded seat for extra comfort.

s 97 Tubular steel frame sits higher than most folding
49 chairs. 250 b. capacity | % | @
EXCLUSIVE! Summit Chair (not shown) #69705
Reg. $71.99  Club SALE $39.97 Reg. $5349 | % | @

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.857.6625 | CampingWorld.com

510 | Sret Gifts... 520

"N
. N

L e g
o 85 SAVE =

A
y 2 o% Granite White
|

° OFF _

5.59
Clay
al Table A

ite White #48945 Height
LUSIVE! Clay #74982 ks adjusfaue

Height adjusts to 24", 26" or 28" | ®& a\

30 lbj‘t":a'pacit; 28 -

Carry bag
(4 vincluded

UNDER

$44.99

Awning Rope Light Kit, 18'L #69032
Clear rope light and track in one. | ®

CLUB SALE

: WHILE SUPPLIES
LAST! 53991 Reg. $69.99

4' x 24' Patio Mat Runner,

Brown #80345

Heavyweight polypropylene mat dries
quickly and resists mold and mildew.

W Flat shipping fee applies



CAMPING
WORLD

Prices Expire January 3, 2016

Great Gifts

UNDER

16%"W x 20"D
¢ Propane powered

150 Ib. 10,000 BTUs
capacity 200 sq. in. cast iron
Foldable side cooking surface
tables

S Digital touchscreen
Folds to ; e =g temperature control
294" x B
20/ CLUB SALE
CLUB SALE

s 6997 R CLUB SALE $7497 Reg. $149.99

Reg. $99.99 57997 Wine Enthusiast 8-Bottle Countertop
Red Utility Wagon #74219 Reg. $127.99 Wine Cellar #85177

Sturdy powder-coated steel frame, durable 600-denier BBQTek™ Deluxe Gas Grill #69360 Energy-efficient, thermoelectric, wine cooler
cloth and smooth-glide swivel wheels. Includes Single burner. Uses disposable propane uses silent cooling technology to protect wine
internal storage pocket and storage bag. | #% cylinders. Thermometer in lid. | #% | @ flavor. 120-volt. | W& | @

Watch HD or SD DISH® TV
Anywhere You Camp

CLUB SALE

Reg. $199.99 /AN IR
EXCLUSIVE! 6-Speed Folding \ : 349 Reg. $379

ike, Titanium #70089 > : KING® Tailgater™ Satellite Antenna #384187
imano gears with front/ » . : ‘ « Use as either portable or roof mount—feet included
and brakes. 20" wheels W Folds to 33" § I « Exclusive for DISH service—SD and HD programming
padded seat. | W x14%:" x 26" e e « Fully automatic satellite acquisition
* Made in the USA | #% | @

W Product Protection Plan avalable To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH
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YEAR-END
SALES EVENT
37 95 2%

PLUS — Get 15 Bonus Cash
at Camping World!

GET MORE FOR YOUR MONEY WITH GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

FEATURES & BENEFITS

Roadside Assistance

Unlimited Distance Towing to YES
the Nearest Service Center

Member, Spouse and Dependent
Children Covered YES

RV, Autos, Boat Trailers, Motorcycles YES
US, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico,
US Virgin Islands YES
Flat Tire Change and Roadside
Tire Delivery YES

Certified RV technicians on staff and the YES
nation’s largest RV-specific dispatch network
syg 5195

PLUS — Get %15 Bonus 3179 + 375 EER?VER
Cash at Camping World! |

Offer Expires 12/31/15, Join Today!

ca 1-800-605-6025 cuck GoodSamRoadside.com

*Information obtained from AAA of Colorado Plus RV plan at Colorado.aaa.com on 9/18/2015. Offer is available to Good Sam Club members new Roadside Assistance enrollments only and offer expires 12/31/15. Benefits and services
provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah, and Virginia; and by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing inall other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to limitations
set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure which can be found at www.GoodSamRoadside.com/MBBs. GRA44664 - 1015
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HOW TO: WEIGH A MOTORHOME

By E. Don Smith

WEIGH TO GO

Learning the actual wheel weights of your coach will allow more accurate
inflation, which leads to improved handling, safety and overall tire life

very year, we hear about motorhome tire blowouts and the

resulting accidents that could be avoided with one simple fix: proper

tire inflation. In fact, low tire pressure is the most common cause

of tire failures on motorhomes, so it’s critical to place “check tire
pressure” at the top of your pretrip checklist.

As a tire rolls on the surface of
the road, it flexes, which is why you
can sometimes see a slight bulge on
the bottom sidewall of a stationary
tire. When a tire is operated at
low pressure, it flexes too much.
This constant flexing builds a lot
of internal heat in the tire and will
ultimately lead to its failure. A
properly inflated tire flexes less
and therefore generates less heat.
In addition to reducing the chance
of tire failure, there are many other
benefits of proper tire inflation, such
as better handling, improved traction,
increased fuel economy, longer tire
life and improved braking.

When deciding what pressure
to run, many owners simply refer to
the info plate provided by the manu-
facturer of their coach, while others
may even ask their neighbor or tire
dealer what pressure to run. Even
if you have the exact model coach
as someone else, there are just
too many differences in the weight
due to your cargo, holding-tank

levels, LP-gas tank and of course
the number of passengers and the
cargo you are carrying to safely use
someone else’s tire pressure. In the

CAT Scales are very convenient because
they allow the motorhome’s front and
rear axles to be weighed simultaneously.
Many truck stops have CAT Scales as
part of their complex Always be mlndful
of truckers waiting in line. :

absence of good weight data, some
owners opt to use the pressure
stamped on the tires. While this
approach will ensure they are not
underinflated, it may result in an
overly stiff ride, so the best approach
is to take a little time and get your
coach correctly weighed.
Determining the correct pressure
is not difficult, but it does require
a few steps. First, you must get an
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WEIGH TO GO

accurate “four-corner” weight of your coach. If you have

a tag axle, you need to weigh all six tire positions. Some
owners opt for using axle weights only as opposed to
getting all four corners weighed, but if possible, it is far
better to obtain the weight of each tire position. Many
motorhomes have heavy areas due to large battery bays,
water-tank positioning or even poor planning by the
manufacturer, and this is why four-corner weighing is so
important. We are looking for the heaviest corner, and
that will be used for tire pressure determination across
that axle (you should never use different tire pressures
across the same axle, even if the coach is heavier on one
side). Of course, you have some responsibility when it
comes to your rolling weight, so don’t carry things you
don’t need. After obtaining your four-corner weight you
can also rearrange items in your storage banks in order to
minimize heavy corners as much as possible.

If you're going to the trouble to have your coach
weighed, it's best to plan ahead and weigh it when it is
loaded as you normally drive. So if you travel with your
tanks full, then you should weigh the coach with them full
and pack all of the gear you normally take with you on a
trip — and have all passengers hop on board.

When selecting a scale, it is critical to use a certified
scale; otherwise, the data you obtain may be wrong. We
found a large truck stop that had a certified CAT Scale.

CAT Scale Co. has a large network of scales throughout
North America, but there are other companies offering this
service as well. In order to obtain a true four-corner weight,
you will have to find a scale that has a large apron on each
side of the scale. Many truck-stop scales may not offer this
extra space, so look around before you commit to a location.
This space will allow you to drive the coach off each side so
that you can obtain weights for the left front and rear tires,
then reposition the coach to obtain the right front and rear
weights. The apron must be level to the scale.

A typical truck-stop scale (such as the one we used)
consists of at least three different segments or platforms
so you can position each of your axles on the scale
segment and obtain accurate data for that axle. If you are
attending a large motorhome rally, another option is to
have your coach weighed there or at other events where a
vendor will likely be offering detailed motorhome weighing
services using individual wheel scales.

After you obtain your motorhome’s weights, you will
then need to refer to the tire manufacturer’s load/inflation
table for the exact tire on your coach. These charts often
include many similar tires, sizes and load ranges, so make
sure you select the correct chart. These charts can be
found online or the coach manufacturer may have included
one with the owner’s manual when you bought the coach.
If your coach is not running on the original tires, that

The Pleasure-Way Promaster Lexor
TS and the Plateau XL. Two of
Pleasure-Way's finest from their
2015 Class B Motorhome line-up.
Drop by a dedler near you for
your chance to experience
life...the Pleasure-Way!

302 Portage Avenue ¢ Saskatoon ¢ SK ¢ 1-800-364-0189 » pleasureway.com
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old manual may not be relevant any
longer.

Now that you have a basic under-
standing of the process, let’s take a
step-by-step look at how we weighed
our coach and determined the ideal
pressure for our setup. This coach is
a 2008 Tiffin Phaeton that has a front
axle rated at 12,000 pounds and a rear
axle rated at 20,000 pounds. The tires
on this coach were recently replaced.
It currently has Firestone FS591
Plus tires. The size of the tires is
295/75R22.5 in load range G (14 ply).
The minimum pressure required for
the tires to carry their maximum load
is 110 psi. The CAT Scale we used was
found on Interstate 75 in Ringgold,
Georgia, at exit 345. The truck stop is
called Kangaroo Express, and it has a
very large scale area, which was ideal
for us to obtain the data we needed.

The total cost to weigh the coach
three times (all position weight, right [1] Approaching the scale, you should be able to see the lines or segments on the scale pavement

. . as well as the yellow boundary that indicates the area that is outside the weighing area. This allows
side only, then left side only] was a you to position the coach with the steer tires and rear tires on different sections of the scale. Notice
meager $14.50. how this scale has a wide area outside the yellow line (apron) that is level with the scale.

Length, strength & stability.

Since day one, the longest arms in the industry

for superior stahility.
f oo\

READERS CHOICE

AWARDS

G

The finest tow bars on the planet.

-

For decades Roadmaster has made tow bars that are the easiest to use and release in the industry.
Since the beginning we've been making tow bars with the longest arms on the market giving you
the most stability available and the most space between your car and RV for tighter turns. For the
tow bars with the longest list of features and the highest level of craftsmanship and quality, look no
further than Roadmaster, the industry leader in tow bar technology.

., Circle 121 on Reader Service Card

Roadmaster, Inc.

800-669-9690 or roadmasterinc.com Time Tested * Time Proven
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WEIGH TO GO

e

[2] Notice how the front axle is positioned on one segment of the scale, while the rear wheels are
on a different segment. After getting the coach in position, press the button on the scale (a long-

handle broom helps you push the button) to notify the weigh master you are ready for the weight
to be taken.

[3] Next, we backed the coach off the scale and repositioned it with only the right (passenger-side)
wheels on the scale. Always make sure the front and rear wheels are positioned on different
segments of the scale, then press the button again to notify the operator you are ready for the
weight to be taken. If you have to get out of the coach, remember your own weight is part of the
equation.

[4] Notice that the rear wheels are outside the yellow line, which means they are completely off
the scale.

[5] We then backed the coach off the scale again and this time positioned it so that only the left
wheels were on the scale.




[6] Each time you drive
the motorhome on to the
scale, try to position the
wheels so that they are
approximately in the same
position on the scale each

TECHNOL
® time. This will help ensure
that the data you obtain is IQ

READERS CHOICE

AWARDS

as accurate as possible.

[7] Here is a typical CAT

Scale control board that -

includes some basic in- . .
structions for 18-wheelers Monltor Your Tlre

and a call button to notify

the weigh master that you Pressure and Temperature
are ready for a weight to with TST’s |n|'ernu| or

be taken.

External Tire Pressure
and Temperature
Monitoring Solutions

e,

NP

Truck System Technologies, Circle 139 on Reader Service Card

RVing is all about fun and leisure. Go with the

easiest to use RUibrake2 braking system for
flat towing.

RV brake Shop

where PASSION meets INNOVATION 800.815.2159 | rvi2.com <X

Danko Manufacturing, Inc., Circle 108 on Reader Service Card
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[8] After all the weights are taken, you can obtain a certified printout
from the weigh master. That is the data we will use to determine the
proper pressure for the tires.

[91 Since the right rear of this coach is heavier due to the location of
the battery bank, we will use this side to determine the ideal pressure
for the rear axle. At the time of our weighing, we had a full load of
cargo but the holding tanks were empty and yours truly was outside
the coach taking photographs, so we will allow for this in our deter-
mination of the ideal pressure. Remember it is acceptable to set your
pressure above the chart suggestion, as long as you don’t exceed the
pressure stamped on the tire.

[10] To determine the front tire pressure, we can see that for the
weight of 5,155 pounds (closest to our actual right front weight, but
not below) on a single tire, the suggested pressure is 85 psi. As we
mentioned earlier, the passengers were not in the coach so we will
use 95 psl as our minimum front pressure. This will allow us some
weight capacity to spare if we happen to have the water tanks full,
extra cargo or passengers aboard. At 95 ps|, each front single tire

is rated to carry 5,510 pounds or 11,020 pounds total, which is well
below the axle rating of 12,000 pounds. That means we still have some
room for pressure increases if loading conditions change.

[9] Looking at the right side weight again, we see the right rear weighs
9,340 pounds. Divide that by two because there are two tires and the
weight per tire is 4,670 pounds. We use the same chart as above, except
this time we refer to the line that says DUAL because these are dual
rear tires. For the weight of 4,690 pounds (closest to our actual, but not
below) we see the suggested pressure is 85 psi. As mentioned above,
we want to allow some extra cargo carrying capacity for times when our
holding tanks are full so we moved up the chart to 95 psi, which gives

us 5,070 pounds of capacity per tire. This brings the total tire carrying
capacity to just over 20,000 pounds, and since the axle is rated at 20,000
pounds this means 95 psi brings us to our axle weight limit.

[11] Once you determine the ideal pressure for your tires, use a
high-quality gauge such as this digital one from Snap-0n to set the
pressure. Remember, this pressure needs to be set and checked
only when the tires are cold. We suggest you check the pressure in
each tire every day you plan to drive the coach. This is the only way
to be sure the pressure is correct and it could save you a blowout or
accident due to low tire pressure. [

® TIRE PRESSURE DO’S AND DON'T’'S

9
.
L
: _| wm
"o
40 | =
(e mo | sw | = | s | @ | e | @ [ m
| R [ 8 5 | = w | we | ws
[ 1000 5 s | 2m ] m0
oL = O ann o | un | NS 1
RS t 1 —
g 1900 L] 080 nmm | e )
e S0 % | oom | e | ws | s | 9w
= | = | o |
CEE ] 10 060 | nm on | DwiR BN 00
IS e DAL wms | om0 | e | en | wes | weR” | oW | se
by FiT 240 2330 M| Z00IF) 1 e
| swete B0 | GE | G | e | an | wen”| o | s
W | wm o | e nw | mm | mem,| ze | i
| mmAns | DAL T e 100 54 1530 | 18 |smn', 260 SeMl
3581 |
wo | e | 2u0 oo | % |
OHLY SHGLE '=L 4500 s o | s | s | S50/ I i ]

International Load Index numbers are shown after Load Range.
IMPORTANT y d tire and rim for

10

"

56 MotorHome January 2016

1. DON'T load an axle over the published maximum weight
allowed even if you have installed higher load-range tires.

2. DO check the tire pressure when it is cold. Even if the
motorhome has not been driven, the tires can be warmed
substantially by sunlight, so be careful as you inflate your
tires to the proper pressure.

3. DON'T inflate a tire to a pressure higher than the pressure
stamped on the wheel on your coach.

4. DO set the tire pressure based on the highest weight
position of that axle.

5. DON'T set different pressures on each side of the same
axle. If you have 5,000 pounds on the right front and 5,500
pounds on the left front position, for example, consult the
manufacturer’s load/inflation table to determine the correct
tire pressure for 5,500 pounds (or slightly higher) and run
that on both sides of that axle.

6. DO contact your coach manufacturer if you have a position
that is overweight for your tires. It may be possible to install
higher load-range tires to rectify the problem. If your rig’s
axle is overloaded, however, higher load-range tires will not
be a safe solution.
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s Mercedes Sprinter chassis

Coach House’ makes a quieter, more durable RV

ost motorhome bodies are Our one-piece shell is more costly e Professionally decorated interiors
I\/l made of multiple pieces of fiber- and difficult to make, but we wouldn't with solid-surface countertops,
glass that are joined together have it any other way. Nor would our porcelain toilets, name-brand
— and every seam is a potential leak or  loyal customers, some of whom are now appliances, 32-inch HDTV, and
squeak. driving their fourth or even fifth Coach more.

Coach House is different. The Coach  House motorhome! e Choice of chassis: Ford E-450 (gas)
House Platinum® and Platinum II1® are Beyond the unique one-piece shell, or Mercedes Sprinter (diesel).
constructed with a patented one-piece  here are some of the other factors that ¢ Nationwide warranty service.
hand-laid fiberglass shell, reinforced make the downsized Platinum and e High ratings for ride and safety.
with carbon fiber. The result is an RV that  Platinum Il your best motorhome value:
is quieter and more durable than one ® More standard features than any | (92 Yy

other motorhome in their class.

BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE! VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT

Coach House motorhomes are sold direct from the
factory — there is no middleman. The “Coach House
Buying Experience” includes: personal attention from
courteous employees; a generous trade-in allowance
for your current RV; on-the-spot financing (for qualified
buyers); and instruction in how to operate your new RV.

See for yourself what makes a Coach House motor-

= home so special. Visit our factory at |-75 exit 195 near
Venice, Fla., where a knowledgeable salesperson
can take you on a personal plant tour and show you
the latest models on display in our showroom. Open
9 a.m.to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday or by appointment.

COACH HOUSE, INC. 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE - NOKOMIS, FL 34275 (941)485-0984 TOLL-FREE 1-800-235-0984
VISIT US ONLINEAT www.coachhouserv.com- PLANT TOURS AVAILABLE. PLEASE CALL AHEAD.
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By Emily Fagan

AT HOME
ON THE ROAL

Going full time to a life of RV adventures

to live in an RV full time. This has turned out to be the most exciting and

N early nine years ago, my husband, Mark, and | ran away from home

fulfilling chapter in our lives, and we plan to continue living this way as
long as we can. Why did we do such a crazy thing? We were tired of the confines
of our conventional lifestyle, and yearned to expand our horizons, see new places
and meet new people. In the end, the adventures and happiness we have found on
the road have far exceeded our wildest dreams.

If you have kicked around the idea
of going full time and are wondering
how to learn more, there are loads of
resources on the Internet. However,
you'll learn far more by talking in
person with people who are already
doing it. Most campground hosts, RV
park workers and many state and
national park volunteers are full-time
or seasonal RVers. An hour’s conversa-
tion — with its natural, instantaneous
back-and-forth — will give you richer
lessons than reading possibly can.

One of the most frequent questions

we hear from future full-timers is,
“Can we afford to do it?” The answer
lies entirely in how you choose to live.
There are full-timers happily living on
peanuts in a small motorhome and full-
timers in million-dollar motor coaches
sampling five-star restaurants across
the country. In general, most people
spend what they have. For the budget-
conscious, the desire to go is far more
important than any lifestyle sacrifices
that might be necessary to pull it off.
When we started, we were younger
than average, at 47 (me) and 53 (Mark).

Top: RVers find peace and tranquility at Narrows Too RV Resort after sightseeing in Maine’s
Acadia National Park. Below: A rugged EarthRoamer motorhome braves the wilds of Big Bend

National Park in Texas.
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We left our workaday lives at the peak
of our wage-earning years, choosing to
live on our savings and investments far
earlier than any financial advisor would
ever recommend. Since we began our
travels, our friends back home have
built up much more sizable nest eggs
and retirement packages. However,
we wouldn't trade the life experiences
we’ve had on the road for all the money
in the world.

Budgeting to live in an RV full time
is the same as budgeting to live in
a stick-built home. A glance at your
current expenditures will give you
insight into what you’ll spend living in
your motorhome. Food, clothing and
cellphone expenses will be similar,
while homeowner’s insurance will
be replaced with RV insurance and
extended warranty costs. Property
taxes, HOA fees and utilities will go
away, but overnight camping fees will
come into play. One beauty of RVing
full time is that your fuel bill becomes




Wherever your RV takes you, the Pathway X1 Portable Satellite Antenna and DISH Pay-As-You-Go
programming allow you to enjoy hundreds of channels and your favorite TV programs.

MEMBERS

Save 3 -
535 R A With DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming*:
: « Pay only for the months you use
« Only DISH lets you watch your favorite shows in HD
DISH ViP 21lz Satellite Television * No charge to start or stop monthly service

Receiver #73912 . .
Club SALE $74.97 Reg. $109.99 « Programming for as little as $49.99 per month!

*Important Terms and Conditions: Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. Al prices, packages, programming, features, functionality
and offers subject to change without notice. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service
disconnection within 24 hours. Offer subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional
restrictions may apply.

Hurry, offer expires January 3, 2016. Call Camping World at 1.888.875.1540 to activate your DISH programming!

€3 CAMPINGWORLD  :sh

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.875.1540 | CampingWorld.com AUTHORIZED RETAILER
DISH Network, Circle 137 on Reader Service Card

CA029189_1015



AT HOME ON THE ROAD

From right: What's
cooking? Campground
barbecues are a favorite
for us. Traveling musicians
strum away the hours by
the side of their Winnebago
motorhome in Arizona.
Below: Stunning vistas like
Sierra del Carmen in Texas
are part of everyday life for
full-time RVers.

a variable cost. When the price of fuel
skyrockets, you can opt to stay put and
not travel too far, as many full-timers
did in 2008 when fuel nearly doubled
in ayear. When fuel is cheap, as it is of
this writing, many full-timers choose
to explore Alaska and other far-flung
regions of North America.

There are many ways to save
money on overnight camping costs.
Staying at one RV park for a month
or a season will cut the nightly rate
dramatically. Many full-timers prefer
to visit a handful of choice spots
each year, lingering for many weeks
in each one to get to know the area
in depth and to save some money.
Membership programs can also cut
costs. Good Sam Club members save
10 percent at Good Sam Parks and
Campgrounds. Passport America
and Happy Camper are inexpensive
to join and offer 50 percent discounts
on camping fees at member parks.
Thousand Trails and Coast to Coast
Resorts offer “investment” programs
where significant membership costs
yield overnight camping fees of $0 to
$10 or so. And Escapees members can
purchase or lease a "home base” site
in a member park or enjoy discounts
up to 50 percent in affiliate parks or
stay on members’ property for free.
Lastly, equipping your motorhome

with solar power makes it possible to
camp without hookups on America’s
beautiful public lands, where you can
enjoy multimillion-dollar views out
your window without paying a dime.
One of the best things about the
full-time RV lifestyle is that, for those
who need to earn a living, it is very
easy to find work on the road. The
well-established RV work camping
community is built around RV travelers
who wish to work part- or full time.
There are thousands of jobs available
at campgrounds and RV parks across
the country, and several websites,
such as www.workamper.com, list
job openings. Workamper.com is
also home to “Workamper News,”
a bimonthly publication filled with
articles and job listings. The work
itself is varied, ranging from hosting in
campgrounds, to providing buildings
and grounds services, to working at
campground stores, gift shops or state
and national park entrance gates.
Many private, seasonal attrac-
tions and commercial enterprises
hire RVers for both part- and full-time
labor. Amazon has set a very high
standard and a marvelous precedent
with its Camperforce program, where
RVers work at Amazon’s warehouses
for the four months leading up to the
end-of-year holidays.

@© Loving Life on the Road

The most wonderful things about the full-time RV
lifestyle are that you can take your time to enjoy the
sights at your leisure and there is always a new view
out the window!



ve3re 2016 RV SHOW LINE-UP

Join us at a show near you to find the PERFECT RV at the PERFECT PRICE!
You will go home with EVERYTHING YOU NEED to HIT THE ROAD!

Event Name Dates Venue

Colorado RV Adventure Travel Show January 6-9 Colorado Convention Genter

South Carolina RV & Camping Show - Greenville January 8-10 TD Convention Center

Mid-America RV Show January 14-17 Bartle Hall at Kansas City Convention Center
Washington Camping RV Expo January 15-17 Dulles Expo Center

New Jersey RV & Gamping Show - Edison January 15-17 New Jersey Convention & Expo Center
Minneapolis/St. Paul RV, Vacation & Camping Show  February 11-14 Minneapolis Convention Center
Richmond Camping RV Expo February 12-14 Richmond Raceway Complex

Atlantic City RV & Camping Show February 12-14 Atlantic City Convention Center
Harrisburg RV & Gamping Show February 25-28 PA Farm Show Complex & Expo Center
Colorado RV, Sports, Boat & Travel Show February 25-28 National Western Complex

Greater Atlanta RV Show March 4-6 Georgia World Congress Center

Rhode Island RV & Camping Show & Sale March 4-6 Rhode Island Convention Center
Virginia RV Show March 11-13 Hampton Roads Convention Center

E B Q'ﬁ. — PR y .
800.848.6247 | GSEvents.com
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RV Armor, Inc., Circle 122 on Reader Service Card

NEVER GET
ON YOUR
ROOF AGAIN!

@ RV ARMOR is lightweight: Seamless,
and maintenance free

@ RV ARMOR is convenient: Don't
Move! We'll come to you and install
your new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.

@ RV ARMOR is permanent: Lifetime

material and labor warranty. Tracked
by the VIN #

@ RV ARMOR is affordable: Less
expensive than a traditional roof
replacement

ARMOR

www.RV-ARMOR.com

RV ARMOR is the “Direct
Bond” new RV roof system with
a manufactured, custom fit

Bonds directly over:
* rubber ¢ metal
¢ fiberglass * wood decking

RV ARMOR is a Federally Registered Trademark
of RV Armor, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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AT HOME ON THE ROAD

Sometimes the compensation in
these workamping positions includes
an RV site with full hookups. At many
government-owned campgrounds the
RV site is the only compensation. For
full-timers who need a certain level of
cash flow, it is worthwhile to do some
math to make sure that the hours
worked and the pay package make for
an acceptable hourly wage. For those
who don’t really need the money
but who want to give back to the
community, volunteering in exchange
for an RV site at a beautiful state or
national park can be fulfilling and can
also provide a structured itinerary and
create a social network of colleagues.

Of course, living on the road has
its own crazy logistics. You must
have a physical address somewhere,
known legally as a “domicile,” for
filing taxes and voting. Any state is
fine, but there are three — South
Dakota, Texas and Florida — that

Above: RVing full time is an ideal lifestyle for
developing personal passions like painting,
photography and music. Below: Life on the
road is an exciting journey down winding
lanes leading to new adventures on the
horizon!

most full-time RVers prefer for
financial reasons. Besides having

no income tax, the sales tax rates

on vehicle purchases are also low

in these states, as are the vehicle
registration and insurance rates. It is
fairly easy to establish residency too;
consequently lots of mail-forwarding
companies have set up shop to help
people become residents, register
their vehicles, get insurance, obtain a
driver’s license, register to vote and
receive their mail.

Once you are on the road, your
mail is collected at the mail-forward-
ing service company and is sent to you
periodically. It can be sent to any U.S.
post office addressed to your name at




Miles From Ordinary.

With four innovative floorplans to choose from, there is a Unity to suit
your traveling lifestyle. Whether you prefer a walk-around island bed, twin
beds, a corner bed, or the innovative murphy bed, you will be immediately
impressed by the outstanding use of space and excited by the amount of

storage. The 2016 Unity sets a new standard in innovation and style.

LEISUREVANS.COM

/) LEISURE
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Leisure Travel Vans, Circle 131 on Reader Service Card




The Last
LEAK You'll
Ever Have...

The Last

ROOF You'll

Ever Need!
100%

ST
I

Before

YEARS to get this

« No Caulking Roof Vents,
Seams or Skylights

+ No Streaking  No Leaks...EVER!

Beautifully
finished seamless roof
WS

v/ 10 Year Material & Labor
No Leak Guarantee.

888-841-1010

www.ruroofingsolutions.com

Booking appointments for
September & October

Northern States, East Coast
& Southern States

RV Roofing Solutions, Circle 123 on Reader Service Card
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Call for FREE Information Kit

AT HOME ON THE ROAD

“General Delivery,” and it will hold your
mail for up to 30 days, free of charge. Or
it can be sent directly to an RV park.

Internet access is equally easy on
the road. Verizon and other cellphone
providers offer data plans with Wi-Fi
hotspot devices and smartphones.
These hotspots access the Internet
through cellphone towers and make
it available, with password protection,
to nearby devices via Wi-Fi. In a pinch,
fast food restaurants, coffee bistros,
bars, restaurants and even home im-
provement stores offer free Wi-Fi to
guests. Be sure to purchase something
if you plan to use the Wi-Fi services.

Perhaps the biggest thrill in hitting
the road is choosing a rolling home.

It is really tempting, when giving up

the security and comfort of hearth and
home, to go out and buy the biggest and
fanciest motorhome you can afford.
After all, it is going to be your house!
However, almost all full-time RVers
upgrade their rig at some point in their
lives on the road, so whatever you buy
will likely not be your last motorhome.
Rather than making a huge outlay on
an RV at the beginning of your full-time
adventures, it may be far more sensible
— albeit less glamorous — to start

in whatever rig you currently own, no
matter how small, or to buy something
modest as a “starter home.”

The motto we kept in mind while
searching for our full-time RV was,
“Go cheap, go small, go NOW.” Even
if you are a seasoned RVer, you may
have different needs in a full-time
motorhome, and you may not know
what those needs are until you have
lived on the road for a while. The really
fun thing about holding off on The Big
Motorhome Investment until after you
are actually full-timing is that you can
visit RV dealerships and do factory
tours all over the country. We continue
to visit RV dealerships on a regular
basis, and we have done quite a few
factory tours over the years. We learn a
little more each time.

From below: Workamper Linda Broeske
has fun on the job at Arizona’s Lost
Dutchman State Park. The authors take
time out from sightseeing with friends
at Death Valley National Park to make a
little music together in the desert.

Of course, downsizing all the way to
a 25-foot Class C is much harder than
downsizing to a 45-foot diesel pusher.
Yet many full-timers find the whole
downsizing process to be surprisingly
uplifting. There is something truly
liberating about parting with all that
stuff. Sometimes, however, sorting
through your accumulated belongings
can be an emotional roller coaster
ride. Deciding on the fate of your most
precious belongings can bring surges
of memories and be a bit stressful. For
us, it helped to bear in mind that we
could always return to a conventional
lifestyle. Even if the return was very
costly, we would go back to our old
housebound lives much richer for our
experiences.

But what to do with all that stuff?
Some people hire an auctioneer
to come in and getrid of it allin a
single day. Others hold yard sales,

“THERE ARE MIANY WAYS TO SAVE
MONEY ON OVERNIGHT CAMPING COSTS”
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Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools

SUPER COUPON
at the LOWEST Prices?
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dollars in our own state-of-the-art m @
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in our factories, so our tools will go
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Sprinter Store, Circle 127 on Reader Service Card

Brazel's RV Performance, Circle 104 on Reader Service Card

Take Your
Sprinter to the
Next Level in
Brake and
Suspension
Performance!

Installations,
Maodifications, Repair
and Maintenance

Since 2003

SPRINTER
=) STORE W m=-

503-692-0846
Tualatin, OR

5% Discount at

WWW.SpI'il'ItEI'StDI'E.EDm
Use discount code: SPRINTER2015

Workhorse Parts
SPECIALISTS

(X5t (st (Blsir ety
F60-736-2158

banks, s<onw
(Fnapmaeren »
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[sarE]

3912 Harrison Ave Centralia, WA
Free Shigping on Orders of §100 or Move!
www.ultraRVproducts.com
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AT HOME ON THE ROAD

make multiple trips to Goodwill, use
Craigslist and give their most prized
items away to family and friends. One
of the unexpected joys for us when we
visit old friends and family is seeing
our most precious goodies being
enjoyed in their homes. Of course,
each friend has happily promised that
we can have the items back if we ever
move into a house again.

Another tricky issue is what to do
with the house. The housing market
ebbs and flows, and your urge to go
full time may or may not coincide with
a seller’'s market. We were able to
sell our house in a weekend, but by
the time we were ready to drive off to
our new life in an RV, our buyer had
backed out of the deal. We knew it
would be easier to find a tenant than a
buyer in the remaining days before we
moved into our RV, and within a week
we were landlords. We have had five
sets of tenants since we left, and with
each return trip to our house, it has
taken us just a week to bring back its
shine and make it better than when
we lived there ourselves. Leasing has
also been favorable financially, as the
housing market has nerve-wrackingly
soared and plummeted during our
years on the road, while rents have
steadily risen.

Losing touch with family is another
concern for many would-be full-tim-
ers. We have found that our visits with
our grandkids are more meaningful
now than when we lived in a house
just 50 miles away. We park our RV
nearby and can easily be with them at
any time of day for several weeks at a
time. Many full-timers with far-flung
children love having the ability to roam
from one child’s household to another,
and we count ourselves among them.

Developing a travel pattern and
structure takes time, and it took us
several years to figure out how we
like to travel and to trust our inner
instincts and each other’s choices.
Some full-timers like to have a home
base for a few months a year, others
prefer to travel primarily between
two regions (North and South) or two
specific RV parks, and still others, like
ourselves, are in perpetual motion.

Finding hobbies and interests beyond
sightseeing is very important too, as

it can be exhausting to be a full-time
tourist, and eventually all the sights
blur together. We have found that
photography and travel writing are the
ideal complement to our lifestyle, and
it has been rewarding to see our skills
improve over time.

The bottom line is that life is ex-
traordinarily short and the years will
pass whether you pursue your full-
timing dreams or not. When we look
at photos of ourselves during our first
year on the road, the kids we see in
those images are not the same people
that we are today. The graying hair
and wrinkles would have appeared
whether we stayed home and padded
our retirement or took the plunge and
began a life of adventure on the road.
However, it's the wide-eyed inexpe-
rience of those earlier versions of
ourselves that is the most surprising.

We have grown as people im-
measurably since we began our
travels, and we continue to do so with
every day that passes. Not only do
we know our country’s history and
geography far better than we did,
and made countless new friends in
every direction, we have fulfilled our
innermost dreams and learned how to
be adventurers.

If going full time is a fantasy on
your horizon, have faith, jJump in with
both feet, and go forit! @

For More Information

Coast to Coast RV Resort Membership
www.coastresorts.com/index.cfm

Good Sam Club Membership
www.goodsamclub.com

Passport America Campground
Membership Program
www.passportamerica.com

Social networks for RVers
www.escapees.com and www.rvillage.com

Thousand Trails Campground
Membership
www.thousandtrails.com

Volunteer Opportunities on America’s
Public Lands
www.volunteer.gov

Workamper News
www.workamper.com



' WINNEBAGO JOURNEY, TOUR, VISTA, FORZA, SIGHTSEER, ADVENTURER, ACCESS, OUTLOOK, ASPECT, VIA, VIEW, ERA, TREND, TRAVATO  COACHMEN CROSS COUNTRY, MIRADA, ENCOUNTER '

Our low-price guarantee: We will not be undersold!

Here's how it works: Shop around. Get your best deal.
We will match or beat any written offer on an identical unit from our stock

HOME OF THE HAPPY CAMPER

Two convenient Florida locations to serve you!
Please note: Not all brands are available at both locations. Please call!

V'WORLD

~ oF LAKELAND

p SARASOTA
TAMPA

RM.WORLy

OF LAKELAND

Z/ 2
ORLANDOR

FT. MYERS

1935

’/
2110 N. TAMIAMI TRAIL - NOKOMIS, FL 34275 940 LAKELAND PARK CENTER DRIVE (FORMERLY CREVASSE ST.)
(BETWEEN SARASQTA AND VENICE ON U.S. 41) LAKELAND, FL 33809 (I-4 EXIT 32)
(941) 966-2182 - TOLL FREE 1-800-262-2182 (863) 853-9177 - TOLL-FREE 1-877-663-7506

E-mail: info@rvworldinc.com « Web site: www.rvworldinc.com

Turn your RV into $3$. Sellit. Consign it. Trade it. CALL MARK A. SANTANGELO AT 1-800-267-2182
COACH HOUSE PLATINUM, PLATINUM II, ARRIVA e RIVERSIDE WHITEWATER, CLASSIC & RETRO ® GREAT WEST LEGEND SE, LEGEND EX  LEISURE TRAVEL SERENITY, LIBERO, UNITY

RV World of Nokomis, Circle 136 on Reader Service Card
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QU |CK TlpS INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FROM OUR READERS

[ L]
Pressure Situations
Do you suspect your source water pressure is too low or too high? The most commonly accepted
range is from 40 to 50 psI. | made a tester to check water pressure at the supply faucet before
connecting my hose. | began with a 1-foot stubby water hose that came with a filter purchased at
Camping World. | went to Home Depot and bought a 0-200 psi water-pressure gauge (commonly
used with well-water systems) and an adapter fitting for connecting the pressure gauge to the
hose. Assembly is easy; however, | recommend using PTFE tape on the gauge threads so the
adapter fitting won't leak. The hose ends are connected without tools, using standard hose
washers to prevent leaks. During storage, the female end is protected with a hose plug to keep
out debris. To use, connect the hose to the water supply faucet and turn on the water. The gauge
reading indicates the source pressure. If it is below 40 psl, notify the park manager. You may have
to fill your water tank and use your onboard water pump. If the pressure is well above 60 psl, you
should install a 45-50 psi inline water-pressure regulator at the faucet. Pressure regulators and

hose plugs are also available at Camping World.
Edward Phillips | Greers Ferry, Arkansas

Class Saver

My husband, Chuck, and | have read MotorHome for two years in
preparation for buying our first RV, a new 25-foot Class B-plus
motorhome. A recurring concern we read about was rattling and
sometimes broken drinking glasses during transit. Knowing my
husband would have no patience for the rattles and | would have no
patience for broken glasses, | devised this easy solution.

Utilizing a 750-ml cardboard wine bottle case | picked up free at
the liquor store, | cut the cardboard box down to 3 inches in height.
| then cut the dividers down to 4%z inches, which is just above the
top of most of the tallest glasses.

To make the tray sturdier, more durable, and attractive, | covered
the box with decorative contact paper. This quick-and-easy project
eliminated rattling glasses, resulting in safe and happy travels!
Debbie Robinson | Manasquan, New Jersey

No More Headaches

We bought our first motorhome in December 2014. We love
everything about it, except one small problem. Above the couch are
two cabinets that open upward, but there aren’t any hinges to hold
the cabinet doors up. After being hit in the head a few times, | found
hinges at Home Depot. They are inexpensive folding-leg hinges and
are easy to install. Now, no more doors hit my head!

Gerald Brown | Summerton, South Carolina @

Y Have an Idea? quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your DIY ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750
A~ ParkView Ct, Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Be sure to include any photos,
- illustrations or drawings. If your tip is selected for publication, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN.
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TravelAssist 1

Travel with

rCONFIDENCE
.on your next trip.

Good Sam TravelAssist goes above
’ and beyond medical and travel
insurance with:

» Emergency medical evacuation, vehicle
return and more

e 24/7 protection anywhere in the world

» Coverage on land, air or sea—whether
you travel by RV, car, train, plane or ship

HOLIDAY TRAVEL
SEASON SPECIAL!

99057

Join Now! Hurry, offer expires 12/31/15

CALL 1-866-514-9046 CLICK GoodSamTravelAssist.com

*For first time buyers. This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Plan Description carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations. Names changed for privacy. GTA44665 - 1015



TECH SAVVY

high-quality sound just about anywhere

By Kevin Livingston

%) AUDIO

Cost: $400-$570
Time: 1-2 hours
Difficulty: 2/10

capable of multitasking and ready to go at

a moment’s notice, it's no surprise that the
way we listen to music has also evolved. Of
course, Bluetooth technology is the key and
there are a lot of speakers marketed that
are compatible with just about any device that can store music
files. But they are definitely not all created equal, especially to
people who are serious about music reproduction.

Longtime automotive aftermarket audio manufacturer
Southern Audio Services, known for its popular Bazooka line,
seized the opportunity to jump on the portable Bluetooth
bandwagon to produce what is quite possibly one of the most
versatile high-end, amplified Bluetooth speakers destined
to appeal to audiophiles. The new Bazooka MT6100BTA
6'2-inch Tubbie marine speaker system is housed in a pair
of very rugged plastic, waterproof, semicylindrical-shaped
housings, which are powered by a healthy built-in 100-watt
amplifier and packed with features. Besides the obvious
Bluetooth capabilities, like ease of pairing or unpairing a
device for function and control, the Tubbie also has a Hands
Free mode for taking cellphone calls and can be mounted
on an optional Power Rail. Also included, to increase conve-
nience and portability, is a unique quick-connect mounting
system and two pedestals, which can be screwed into the
underside of a cabinet — or any other logical location —
and provide 360 degrees of rotation. The mounting system
allows the speakers to be moved to different locations with
virtually no hassle. Bazooka Tubbies come complete with
the cabling to connect the two speakers and hook up to

In this day and age of everything convenient,

HANDS-ON | O LINE | COAC= §
The Bluetooth Advantage

Bazooka Tubbie wireless weatherproof speakers provide

12-volt DC power, via a standard cigarette lighter plug.

These speakers were actually designed to be used on
an ATV, but we found them to be very adaptable for RV use.
Part of the versatility comes from the optional Power Rail
kit, which can be mounted permanently or temporarily. The
rail is plugged into 12-volt DC power and the speakers are
attached to the mounting system using the quick-connect
clamps; power for the amplifier is provided by the rail. The
rail can be placed on a table under the awning or mounted in
a storage compartment and after disconnecting the speakers
from their pedestals, the speakers can be connected to the
rail. Since the speakers are completely sealed from the
elements, we found them perfect for outdoor use. Although
our intention was to use them outside, we found a convenient
location above an inside cabinet, which allowed the speakers
to be pointed in an optimum direction.

Sound quality is very good and the 100-watt amplifier
boosts the volume to levels higher than necessary for easy
listening. If your neighbors don’t mind, it’s easy to crank up
the volume to liven up any party. Inside, they bathe the area
with clear sound that is much better than many factory-
installed stereo systems. And these speakers are really
durable, so you don’t have to be worry about them getting
damaged by rough handling.

Bazooka's Tubbies are not inexpensive, but are very
well-built and they enjoy a tremendous reputation for
quality. A pair of MT6100BTA 6'2-inch speakers retails for
around $400; the Power Rail is $170.@

Southern Audio Services, www.bazooka.com

[A] Tubbie speaker was easily mounted on the top of cabinet using the unique pedestal. Quick-release system adds versatility to mounting
locations. [B] Power from a 12-volt DC source is routed to the speakers through the mounting pedestal. Standard-type plug can be used if
convenient, or the system can be hard-wired into a 12-volt DC source. [C] Power Rail system can be mounted in an exterior compartment.
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Friday, Saturday & Sunday

12pm to 8pm 10am to 8pm 10am to 5pm

1O N/Atlantic
[DaytonalBeachykl

- Huge Selection of New RVs!
- Get Up To 120% Trade Value!
- Rates as Low as 3.99%

- Buy Now & Save Big! > Fiberglass sidewalls,

P ")
: $0 Down payment "iﬁ pEEEg &; rgﬁﬁﬂjéﬂigieeﬁgﬁfﬁ
£ oW Admission!

Depas;t up Ta $22,634 816995 $5,639

h EAGLE HT 29.5FBDS L~ REDHAWK 29XK
2 YEAR WARRANTY Jayco 2 YEAR WARRANTY

/ Frameless windows, 7" interior 40" Living Room TV, Au!omafrc
Sfeep g %%fg,ge ‘Efg,ifg’iaw”’”g height, rear back-up camera. Leveling Jacks, J-Ride Package

List Price  Safe Price  Savings List Price  §ale Price  Savings List Price  Sale Price  Savings

842,694 $32995 $9,699 388 504 562995 $25,509 $123,080 539995 $33,085

o

_ Com:and See our
Come And Get The BE,'S a Huge Selection of
JowesHrrices OF THE YEAR ¥ Hngh

at e Daytona Beach RV Show and Sale LG g

in the Daytona Beach Ocean Center,

From January 15t to January 37 s
RV One Superstores Inc. gfrcle 135 on Reader élirwce Card v’s’t www'nvo"e' comfnaytonan vsnow



HANDS-ON | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN

Remco Reimbursement (((t i)\\

When the lube-pump alarm kept sounding off, even after he made the
recommended repairs, a reader turned to Hot Line for help. He wrote:

In March 2012, | purchased a Remco lube pump and Blue Ox baseplate

“ to flat tow my 2010 Chrysler Town & Country. Everything worked fine
on my initial trip, but on the return trip and every trip since, the alarm has
gone off, even though there’s no problem with the lubrication system.

| did everything to fix the problem that Remco’s technicians told me to do,
including changing all the parts and having the wiring checked by an electri-
cian and an RV tech. | asked Remco if the company would compensate me
for the money | spent trying to fix the problem. | haven’t heard back and have
since bought a dolly for towing the minivan.

Can Hot Line help me get some type of reimbursement from Remco?

Ronald Kimball | Nalcrest, Florida

After Hot Line contacted Remco
Industries on Kimball's behalf, we
received a favorable response from
the company’s sales and technical
support division. It read:

Remco Industries received the in-
formation your publication provided
in regard to the claim by Ronald
Kimball. After reviewing the claim,
our management staff decided

to issue a check to Kimball in the
amount of $1,500. We contacted
Kimball about this sum, and he
agreed that it is fair. We appreciate
Hot Line bringing this issue to our
attention.

Drew Cohoon, Remco Industries
Alexandria, Minnesota

Counter Culture

Experiencing a post-purchase
problem with his new motorhome, a
reader asked Hot Line to help him get
more attention from the manufac-
turer. He wrote:

66 When we bought our new Holiday
Rambler 32 SE Vacationer in August

2014 from RV World of Nokomis, we

didn’t notice a defect in the sink

countertop during the walkaround
inspection. | can only say it was missed
due to the dim light condition within
the coach at the time. When we
brought the unit home, my wife noticed
the defect. It looks like a split or cutin
the surface of the countertop material.
In addition, there’s a delamination of
the material around the sink. On the
following day, | sent photos to the
dealer. RV World filed a warranty
claim, to no avail.

| received a quote from the factory,
and the cost to have the countertop
replaced is $1,400. What | am asking
is for someone at the factory to take
the time to review the problems with
an open mind. We are willing to travel
from Port Charlotte, Florida, at our
expense to the factory with the intent
to have the problem reviewed, which
would hopefully result in the replace-
ment of the top at the cost of the
factory. If not, at the least negotiate a

fair cost to replace it.

RV World has agreed to pay half the
cost of the new countertop and labor.
This, | find honorable, but | would like
to see Holiday Rambler step up and
split the cost three ways.

Ray Kelly | Port Charlotte, Florida

Hot Line contacted Allied Recreation
Group, the parent company of Holiday
Rambler, on Kelly’s behalf. A company
representative as well as the complain-
ant responded as follows:

Thank you for your letter regarding Mr.
Ray Kelly. It is always our goal to have
satisfied customers, and it is disheart-
ening to hear of the concerns Kelly has
reported. We appreciate the opportu-
nity to assist our customer. | have been
in contact with Kelly and have reached
an amicable resolution.

John Hurd, Owner Relations Manager,
Allied Recreation Group, Coburg, Oregon

66 | am pleased to report that RV
World, at the direction of John Hurd of
Holiday Rambler, installed a new
countertop last week and it looks
great. The manufacturer paid for the
work.

| am not sure what orchestrated
between Hot Line and Holiday Rambler
to bring this experience to a happy
ending, but | am very grateful. | want to
credit Ed Davidson, owner of RV World,
for his offer to meet me halfway with
the replacement cost. And | want to
credit John Hurd of Holiday Rambler
as well. He was very apologetic and
supportive, and made sure that | was
fully satisfied with the final result.
R.K.0

Hot Line assists in mediating conflicts between consumers and RV dealers and manufactur-
ers, accessories suppliers and service providers. After exhausting all other resources, send
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036
and enclose copies of appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a self-addressed, stamped
envelope. Selected letters will be edited and published unless otherwise requested.
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Private Party RV Loans
1t’s EasienthaniYou| Thin

Recreational Use

APRs* As Low As

3.85%

on loan amounts of

S75k+

3.97%

on loan amounts of

50k to *74,999

4.79%

on loan amounts of

525k to 49,999

s (2) Good Sam ~

i bl SN 3L O

Today, approximately 40% of all RVs are
sold through private parties. With easy
access to neighborhood, local and online
listings, shopping around for used RVs is
easier than ever — but obtaining financing
for a private party loan can often seem
anything but simple.

Luckily, the Good Sam Finance Center
specializes in private party loans, so you
can hit the road stress-free.

Whether you're looking for a fifth wheel,
motorhome or travel trailer, obtaining
private party financing for a 2008 model
year or newer rig with the Good Sam
Finance Center is a breeze. Our friendly
loan specialists are ready to guide you
through the loan process every step of
the way.

RV Loans

Plus, the Good Sam Finance Center’s rates
and terms for private party loans are the
same as if you purchase a new or used rig
from a dealer, and today’s low rates are
fixed throughout the entire loan term.

Let us take care of the heavy lifting
— we'll pay off the seller, put the new
registration in your name and handle all
other necessary paperwork so you can
focus on what matters most — enjoying
your time on the road!

Good Sam Finance Center Also Offers:
o Loans for new RVs

* Refinancing of existing RV Loans
 Competitive fixed rates

e Full-Timer loans for new or
used purchase or refinance

Call us at 1-800-444-1476 and mention priority code 448
Or visit us online at GoodSamRVLoans.com/448

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.

**Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and
is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be 2006 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be
2008 model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA Used Wholesale
Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A 10 year fixed-rate $55,000
loan. Based on an APR of 3.97%, this loan has 120 monthly payments of $556.06 each. Information is accurate as of October 8, 2015.

FULL TIMERS: This offer is not available to applicants who use their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer); visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms.

Good Sam Finance Center” provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. ® 2016 Bank of the West. NMLS ID #19116.

Member FDIC. GRL44489 - 1015

@EQUAL HOUSING LENDER



TECH SAVVY

By Ken Freund

COACH & POWERTRAIN

Seeking Advice on Rodent Damage

| am seeking advice regarding controlling

rodent damage on wiring on the engine in

our 2014 Allegro Open Road 32A. We winter

in Nokomis, Florida, and our home is in
Meadville, Pennsylvania. The unit has been stored the
last two winters at Royal Coachman Resort where we live
in Nokomis, Florida. In the summers | store the unitin a
locked storage yard.

Last summer | stored the unit in April. When | got it
out of storage in July, the CHECK-ENGINE light was on. After
being unable to find a local Ford dealer that would work
on a Class A motorhome | finally drove it back to Florida in
October (I was told by a Ford Service Manager | could do
this) and had it diagnosed and repaired. This repair cost
us $411.05. They had to replace the wiring harness on top
of the engine. We submitted this to Progressive Insurance
and were turned down because we did not inspect for
damage every two weeks.

When we returned to Meadville | stored it in the yard
until the last week of August when | took it out to prepare
for a trip. | had put numerous bags of mothballs in the
engine compartment and covered the air intake so nothing
could get in the air cleaner. Driving it back to the condos, |
noticed that the CHECK-ENGINE light was on again. This time
| hooked up a ScanGauge | had for my previous RV and
found two codes, P0355 Ford and P1289 Ford. | spoke to
my local mechanic and he offered to look at it. When we
finally figured out how to remove the doghouse he found
a wire to Ignition Coil 5 had been gnawed through so he
was able to repair that with a splice. We couldn't clear
the P1289 code so we looked further and found a sensor
wire assembly was totally destroyed. He was able to order
that in and after replacement the code was cleared. His
bill was $477.39 of which $337.50 was labor and $112.87
was parts and supplies. | am now preparing to store the

Engine Shutdown on E-450
Chassis
We have a 2006 Coachmen
Class C on a 2005 Ford
E-450 chassis and recently had
a harrowing experience. On two
occasions, one driving at 60 mph,
another at 40 mph, the battery light
came on followed by total engine
shutdown. | was able to put the
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transmission in NEUTRAL and coast to a
stop and restart the engine. The engine
battery is a year old and is in good
working condition. The serpentine belt
is in great condition, the alternator
appears to be operating normally and
it is charging the chassis and coach
batteries. During troubleshooting, |
discovered an anomaly that seems to
cause the engine failure. This coach

unit for the
winter and am
really worried
about how | can
protect against
this damage
being repeated.
Two remedies | have been told about are: 1) Park
the unit on a layer of shingles with the rough side up.
Supposedly mice and other rodents won't walk on this
surface to crawl up the tires. 2) Create a mixture of
ammonia and cayenne pepper and spray the top of the
engine. The ammonia evaporates and the cayenne pepper
acts as a repellent. Both of these seem to be a possibil-
ity but | am open to other suggestions. The unit is stored
outside (covered) because | am unable to find a storage
facility with the 14-foot doors | need to get into. And, even
if I could find one it would have to be rodent-proof. Please
help me with a surefire way to prevent this damage. |
really do not want to pay $400 every summer to fix this.
Kerry Gonnam | Meadville, Pennsylvania

A I’'m sorry to hear how you have had such problems
with rodents; your engine wiring must be tasty to
them. Rodents are sneaky and unpredictable and there
are no “surefire” ways to keep them away, but there are
many ways that work sometimes. I've never heard of the
shingle trick, but it's cheap and easy so why not try it?
Same with the peppers. Also try putting mouse bait and
traps up on the engine, but make sure you remove them
before removing the coach from storage. Though we
haven't tried it, there is also a product called Fresh Cab
(www.earthkind.com] that is nontoxic and is guaranteed to
keep mice and rats away from the RV. I'd like to hear from
readers about their favorite tips.

has two 12-volt DC outlets in the dash
that provide power from the chassis. |
have a rearview camera, GPS and often
charge our cellphone between the two
outlets. | believe they are on different
fuses. The situation occurs when both
outlets are being used, especially the
bottom one. Any idea what could cause
the engine to shut down?

John Lowe | San Marcos, California




A loose or intermittent connection

almost anywhere in the wiring or
electrical components (such as fuel
pump or ignition) which control engine
operation could cause this. When the
engine stalls, the battery light comes
on, but that does not necessarily mean
that the battery (or charging system)
is at fault. The fact that when you went
to restart the engine, it cranked over
normally indicates that it was not
caused by a battery/charging issue. It
is also unlikely (although possible) that
those charging outlets are somehow
shutting down the engine. The camera,
GPS and phone charger only draw
a few watts, and even if there was a
dead short in one of them, it shouldn’t
stop the engine. However, since it is
so easy to check and verify, it's not a
bad idea to do this before going on to
other areas. While driving on an empty,
flat, straight road, have a passenger
fiddle around with the outlets, twisting
and wiggling them and pulling out the
plugs and reinstalling them. If you can
get the engine to stall by doing this,
take it to an auto electric specialist and
show them what you did.

If this doesn’t find the source of the
problem, you may be in for a difficult
time, tracking down an intermittent
failure.  would remove the engine
cover ([doghouse) and test-drive the
coach while a technician wiggles and
moves every electrical connection
having to do with engine controls,
ignition and fuel. Connect a fuel
pressure test gauge and drive around
with it; have the assistant monitor it.
Also test-drive the coach with an OBDII
scan tool and tester connected and
check for codes and other problems.

Lithium-lon Batteries

Our current coach is a 2012

Itasca 37F with a Ford V-10
engine. | read your reply to the July
2015 “Battery Replacement” letter
and remembered reading elsewhere
that some new coaches now have
lithium-ion batteries. This made me
wonder if | could switch out my three
12-volt lead-acid batteries. Would the

alternator, genset, converter, inverter
and wiring work with the newer
lithium-ion batteries? If | could move
the chassis battery up front under the
hood, it would be a shorter distance
for current to travel to the starter

and leave me more room under the
midentry step for four 6-volt house
batteries. What are the possibilities?
Bud Peavey | Livingston, Texas

Lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries have

a number of advantages, but they
also need special care and feeding,
don't like cold temperatures, have
some safety concerns, and cost a lot
more initially. The original lithium-ion
chemistry was lithium-cobalt-oxide
(LiCo02), which is susceptible to
thermal runaway if overcharged. This
can result in the battery catching fire,
which is why some lithium systems
have an energy management system
that can shut off current to the battery
if needed. Some Li-ion battery makers
include this feature in the battery,
while others offer it as an option. For-
tunately there is a newer chemistry,
Lithium Iron Phosphate (LiFeP04 or
LFP) that is considered nonsexplosive.
LFP batteries can be rapid charged to
100 percent capacity; lead-acid cells
require an absorption mode to add the
final 20 percent charge. This factor
can reduce genet run time for battery
charging considerably.

Li-ion batteries including LFPs
can be regularly discharged to 20
percent of their rated capacity, unlike
lead-acid batteries, which should
not be discharged below about 50
percent of capacity. Lab tests indicate
that a Li-ion (LiFePQ4) battery can
be discharged and charged through
2,000 to 5,000 cycles, while deep cycle
lead-acid batteries typically last for
only 500 to 1,000 cycles.

As Li-ion batteries discharge,
their voltage remains essentially
unchanged, unlike lead-acid batteries
that have a steady voltage drop off as
they discharge. When Li-ion batteries
near full discharge, their voltage drops
suddenly, and fully discharging an
Li-ion battery can ruin it. Therefore, an
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Dave & LJ RV Interiors, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card

COACH & POWERTRAIN

energy management system designed
for these batteries is needed to prevent
full discharge.

This also means that battery monitor
panels and auto-start gensets, which
rely on battery bank voltage, won't
work properly when monitoring an
Li-ion battery system. Most inverter
and charger manufacturers also don't
design their products to work with
Li-ion batteries. They are not a mature
technology like lead-acid batteries are,
and it really helps if you are an electron-
ics hobbyist or professional to design,
install and maintain an Li-ion system.

For full-timers who dry camp and
live off the grid with a wind turbine
and/or solar panel installation, lithium
batteries make sense. However, for
part-time RVers who usually plug in,
with just an occasional dry camp, the
cost probably doesn’t pencil out. There is
a good blog about these batteries online
at www.technomadia.com/category/
technology/lithium-ion. Also check out
www.amsolar.com/home/amr/page_21.

DAVE & LJ's

RV INTERIOR DESIGN

THE NATIONS PREMIER
RV INTERIOR

REMODELING CENTER

RV FURNITURE

FLEXSTEEL FURNITURE - FLAT SCREEN TV INSTALLATIO
AUTO MOTION SHADES - RV FLOORING - CUSTOM CABINETRY

Exit 21 Off I-5 Woodland, WA (360)225-770(

www.daveandljs.com
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Fuel Line Losing Pressure

We have a 1997 Class C

Winnebago Minnie model 329RQ
on a Ford chassis with a V-10 engine.
The engine starts as soon as | turn the
ignition key, but if it sets for three days
or more, it takes some extra cranking
before the engine starts. On our last
road trip, the dash air would shut down
when going up a hill. | took it to a Ford
dealer and they replaced the vacuum
reservoir and check valve to repair
the air conditioning. They performed
an IDS diagnostic, EEC, CMDTC and
PID monitor and relative compression
tests and results were that the engine
is performing normally. Searching
the Internet, one blog said to turn
the ignition key to oN for about 5 to 8
seconds and then start the engine. |
tried that and it started like it should.
Apparently the fuel line loses pressure
when setting. Any idea what would
cause the fuel line to lose pressure?
George Gabriel | Pearland, Texas

The fuel system has an electric
m fuel pump inside the gas tank. It
contains a check valve that prevents
pressure from bleeding back into the
tank. At the other end of the system,
the engine has a fuel rail that supplies
gasoline under pressure to the fuel
injectors. If the check valve or any of
the injectors leak down, or if a hose or
fitting leaks, pressure will be lost while
sitting. It's likely that a faulty injector
would have shown up on the tests.
The fuel system should be carefully
checked for external fuel leaks for
obvious safety reasons. If there are no
leaks, and the injectors are good, it's
the check valve. Turning on the ignition
briefly energizes the fuel pump, and is
a harmless “workaround” that you can
use until you get around to dropping
the tank and changing the pump,
if necessary. These pumps have a
reputation of being problematic.

Pressure Relief Valve
We have a 31-foot 2014 Jayco
Greyhawk motorhome that we
use to pull our 4,900-pound Jeep. We

Powerful Polisher

Covers a Lot of Ground
Quickly

With more power, bigger pads and
a larger orbit, Shurhold Industries
introduces the Dual Action
Polisher Pro. It works using a
similar motion as its predeces-
sor, but can cut through oxidation
faster with its greater pad and
orbit size. The Pro features an
extra-large 21 mm random orbit,
so users get a swirl-free shine.
The machine is well-balanced and
powerful enough for an expert
detailer, but easy enough for a
novice to use. It has a 900-watt
motor and weighs only 6 pounds.
Now, users can work faster

and more efficiently than ever
before. The Pro features a 6-inch
quick-change backing plate, two
ergonomic gripping styles and

EZ change carbon brush ports.
The variable-speed dial is easily
controlled using your thumb. A
locking button helps users to keep
a steady pace without accidentally
turning it off. MSRP is $315.

800-962-6241, www
.shurhold.com

have had many functional problems
that have been addressed and fixed.
We still have a couple problems that
Jayco is addressing but not completely
to my satisfaction. The pressure

relief (PR] valve on the LP-gas tank
activates any time the temperature
reaches 90 degrees when we are on
the road. It happened about five times
last summer on a monthlong trip

to Bend, Oregon, and then down to
Silverton, Colorado. Jayco sent a re-
placement PR valve to Bend thinking
it was a bad valve. On our way from
Bend to Silverton it activated a couple
times more. An infrared thermometer
showed the tank to be 130 degrees.
Also the carpet on the passenger’s
side floor was 130 to 150 degrees.



Last fall Jayco had Camping World
install a heat shield between the
front of the tank and the engine and
between the tank and the frame. On
our first trip out this June it activated
again. Now they tell me this is how
the PR is supposed to work and they
have two or three others that also
have the same problem. | know that's
how a PR works, but that is to keep it
from blowing up. This should not be
happening every time the air temp
reaches 90. Once we had just pulled
into a gas station and it released. It
wouldn’t have taken much of a spark
to set off a good blowtorch of a fire
while sitting still. They have not closed
the case and | should let them know
if | have more problems. | told them |
was not happy with this wait-and-see
theory.

Their plan to reduce the heat on
the passenger floor is to put down a
reflective piece on the floor and cover
that with some insulation then put the
carpet over that. Can you tell me if you
have heard of other coaches with this
problem? I'm not asking if | should be
concerned, | already am. What would
be the NTSB's take on this problem,
if any?

Keith Gundy | Highlands Ranch, Colorado

This certainly is a matter
of serious concern and the

motorhome should not be used until
the problem is resolved. Propane
expands with increasing heat, which
causes the pressure to rise con-
siderably. Heat from the radiator,
engine block components or exhaust
system will find its way to the propane
tank. Propane pressure tempera-
tures charts show that 150 degrees
Fahrenheit on the tank will cause the
internal pressure to exceed 312.5 ps,
which will cause the pressure relief
valve to open.

From a troubleshooting standpoint,
since you have already replaced
the pressure relief valve and it is
UL-listed, you have ruled out the
likelihood of a low pressure setting on
the pressure relief valve. Ask yourself
these questions: Is the motorhome
exhaust system stock? Are the heat

shields in place? If so, then you need
to contact Jayco. If modifications have
been made to the exhaust system,
you should contact the aftermarket
suppliers for a solution.

|
Scooter Lift
| am still 6 to 18 months away

from buying my first motorhome,
but am doing my due diligence. A

good friend of mine has a Winnebago
Navion and tows a dinghy, noting that
even with a small motorhome, parking
can be an issue. | prefer not to tow a
dinghy, but understand the mobility
issue.

| would like your advice. If | had
a motor scooter (50 cc] that | could
hang on the back of the motorhome,
it would allow me to go to parks,

grocery stores, etc., [(continued on page 81)

by Bilstein.

YOUR FIRST SOURCE FOR RV
CHASSIS PERFORMANCE!

We Specialize in Diesel Pushers

Introducing the latest REK-206

ride enhancement kit for the

Freightliner XC platform

e Drastically reduce body
roll at both low and high speeds.

e Greatly reduce driver fatigue and increase comfort.

e Eliminate nose dive under braking.

e Excellent maneuverability at road speed, no more “tail wag”.

e Custom tuned SEI Platinum Series shocks 60mm front and
46mm rear manufactured exclusively for Source Engineering Inc.

¢ No more being pushed around by trucks or windy conditions.

541-343-0293 ¢ www.RV-CHASSIS.com

5 Minutes From Carry Bag To
MEAN GREEN FISHING MACHINE!

Go where the lunkers lurk
Anytime...Anywhere!

The Sea Eagle 285fpb Pro Angler inflatable
frameless fishing boat goes from its own carry bag
to mean green fishing machine in just 5 minutes!
Carry it in your car trunk and be ready to fish
whenever you pass any inviting body of water...
lake, river or bay!

To Order Visit: SeaEagle.com
Or Call: 1-800-748-8066 m-F 9-5 st

Ask for Free Catalog / More Info

SERERGIE D wines

19 N. Columbia Street, Port Jefferson, NY 11777

285fpb Pro Angler
<9'x4’ «42Ib. hull
+Holds 1 Adult & Gear (450 Ibs. Capacity)

« Takes up to 3 HP Motor
Just $899 complete as shown!

Motor;is
Optional

Source Engineering, Circle 126 on Reader Service Card

Sea Eagle, Circle 124 on Reader Service Card
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RV MARKETPLACE

For information on Marketplace Advertising rates contact Terry Thompson at 206-310-6234

= -
ireTraker
ire Pressure Monitoring Systems

TT-500
The Most Innovative
TPMS On The Market
Today With A
“Lifetime Warranty"

+ Pressure & Temperature Monitoring
+ USB Rechargeable Monitor
* Moniters Up To 22 Tires (0-232psi)
+ 0.5 oz. Sensors - Lightest on Market
+ User Replaceable Sensor Batteries
+ Viisual & Audible Alarms
+ Autoematic Update Feature

4 Sensor Systems

With Lifetime Warranty

$289.00

Additional Sensors ~ 535.00 eq.

8 LRRRANTY ©

e

VICTORY SERIES
TOW BARS

Independent Arms for Easy Hook-Up
el)' Cable Mounting {.‘Iips

I--Supporting Arms /

Rise or Drop Male Receiver

g : -
-~ Easy Trigger Release m

Bemfiveime Gonaiader

'd:

Since 1982

CalMark Cover Co.
has your RV Stnbrella” covered!

% 100% USA Made

FSR® Construction
Zipper Doors

Full 6 Year Warranty
100% Guarantee

‘ i MC’”‘,E « Highest UV Rated
WL LS « water Resistant
Tl * Breathable

* Mold/Mildew Resistant
Sbrella e *100% Non Abrasive
Best fabric for ALL weather conditions in USA & Canada

1-800-838-7236
calmarkcovers.com

info@calmarkcovers.com

NO EXTENSIONS
NO LEAKS

EASY TO AIR UP

FOR DUALLY

PICK-UP & MOTORHOMES
REPLACEMENT VALVE STEMS

Oun Stems Carry A WiRRaNTEE, Em;usmns Do Nor

BRASS

5110!&9"’

Woave Sou ! Snsea ven

duallyvalve.com
800-300-2674

Looking to
upgrade your
inverter/charger?

Need
Pure Sine Wave?

Ships same day!
Free Shipping

"Giving Power to the People”
Power Inverters, Batteries & Chargers

www.invertersrus.com

If you want a basic, reliable
towed vehicle brake system,
here it is. The

Ready Brake

= Supplemental
Surge Brake
# Lifetime Guarantee

* Works with any brand of tow bar

* Call us or buy from any dealer

www.readybrake.com

800-933-3372

RV PROOUCTS INC Since 1996

NEVER WAX AGAIN

Easy 2-step process. Wipe
on, let dry. Looks like new,
lasts over 12 months.

D R e
. No
Eirt?g or bui‘ﬂr:::g. G\)P\RF"

S EE our video demo on our website!

000225013 "
ENGINE OIL DRAIN VALVE

Makes your 0|I change easy and clean!

For

-RVs

. -Generators
-Water drain
-Trucks

.\ ORDER ONLINE

844-533-1159
www.OilDrainValve.net

The Finest/Toughest Bikecover
Built To Beat The Weather

* Made of 600D Canvas

e Call for Colors Available
¢ 3 Sizes Available
¢ Made in the USA

USARoadbag.com
(208) 660-6351

“
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CLASSIFIEDS

To advertise in the Classifieds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant -- good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

MOTORHOME MOTORCYCLE CARRIER
all aluminum loader, 12 volt system removes
in 90 secs. $2,695 plus cargo deck platform
or carrier. mountainmaster.net 623-451-7121

AUTOS TO TOW

Honda Fit Sport 2010 Dinghy
Roadmaster Tow Bar, SMI Brake System
Excellent Condition - $11,000
jim52d@roadrunner.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village
RV Lots $20s, RV Casitas $120s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s.

RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT - FROSTPROOF, FLA
e Manufactured Home Lots, RV Port Lots

*New Home/Lot Packages from the $120s
©1-863-635-3685. www.lilylake.com

Near San Antonio, TX 8064 Garden North
Large 45'x22" RV Garage w/dump station,

50 amp charging port on a 2 AC estate
w/3/2.5/2 executive home. Solar energy.
Deep water well, pool, & much more. See
info on www.BrannonProperties.com

Call George, Realtor 210-872-9932

Beautiful three bedroom three bath
Florida home with one acre lot on the
West coast, one hour north of Tampa

Air Conditioned 20x50 detached RV garage
352-527-4808 for more details. $425,000

MAIL FORWARDING

Good Sam Mail Service - Complete Mailbox
Mgmt Online! Access your postal mail 24/7

Req a scan for that urgent letter and its

contents. Unique physical address in FL.

No state income tax. Plans as low as $9/mo.
877-388-2753 @ www.goodsammailservice.com

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com/MH Call Us First!!

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

¢

D
g

RV CENTERS
-Udienture Starts Here/-

3 Locations in So. California! 800-961-4464
San Marcos-Off Hwy 78-Camping World
Accessory Store on Site.

Santee - Off Hwy 67 @ Riverford

Palm Desert - Off I-10 @ Washington St.

Over 300 Motorhomes & Towables!
HOLLANDRVCENTERS.COM

1997 MCI 102D ORIGINAL 1 OWNER
40 ft. Chassis, 3 Air Units

Washer & Dryer. Too many things to list.
Only 58,000 miles. Mint Condition
T6SI@aol.com Steve 909-896-8091 CA

2012 WINNEBAGO TOUR 420D DIESEL

LIke new condition. Most options. 20,000 miles.
$259K. Located at RiverBend Motorcoach Resort
in Florida. May also sell beautiful lakefront lot.
Contact John 416-429-0947 or
johnmcmillan@rogers.com

MotorHome ...

The online
resource
for the RV
enthusiast

Martione ) e
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To advertise in the Classifieds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

1998 Newmar Mountainaire-37ft-Gas-V10
Ford F53 Chassis, 1 slide, new roof/AC’s

56k mi. VG Cond-$30K 0BO. MUST sell

for health reasons. 816-580-3833

2003 Dolphin Class A Like New 14,000 mi
2 Slides, New Refrigerator, Washer/Dryer

All' hoses & connections include satellite
$49,500 915-241-4053 r_harris@sbcglobal.net

MOTORHOMES WANTED

Fast Cash For
2002-2015 Gas Or
Diesel Motor Homes

Free pickup with no hassles

1-800-607-9754
SELLRVNOW.com

|RVBUYERS

|
L Ry s P
cunr”"

$RV BUYERS OF AMERICA$
WE BUY YEAR 2003 & NEWER DIESEL
& GAS o FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP
TOLL FREE 1-888-782-8987
www.rvbuyersusa.com
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE

WE BUY LATE MODEL MOTORHOMES
- INSTANT CASH
- NATIONWIDE PICKUP

CALL JOE:

831-458-6166

FAST CASH FOR 20022015 GAS OR DIESEL MOTOR HOMES
Free Pickup With No Hassles

888-783-4009 MotorHomeFinders.com

RV CENTERS

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model motorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign

vogtrv.com - (817) 831-4222

WANTED USED DIESELS
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS
NATIONWIDE PICKUP

(602) 421-3870

1 BUY MOTORHOMES

CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.

I'll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 321-332-8410

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or

diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.

Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

NATIONWIDE RV BUYER

Searching for Pre-Owned RVs

Call 303.717.0880 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com
www.rvbuyerswest.com

1 BUY MOTORHOMES

CALL MICHELLE...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.

I'll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 210-844-1144

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes.
All makes and models.No hassles.

For instant cash call Keith Roy

(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

WE BUY MOTORHOMES

2000 & NEWER - Best Prices for Best Coaches
CASH Payment & NATIONWIDE Pick Up
Contact Bill Fishfader @ 1-509-993-0321.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV 7.

BUY OR SELL RVS ONLINE! RVT.com ®
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.
70,000+ RVs for Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings.
www.RVT.com or 1-877-705-0025

RV REGISTRY

WWW.rvregistry.com

Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners

No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers 800-546-8457

RV FINANCING

THE ORIGINAL RV FINANCING ONLINE 1998
LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM

CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

LIST YOUR RV FOR SALE, BUYERS WAITING
e e o\yww.RVclearinghouse.come @ ®

WE WILL FINANCE YOUR RV BUYER

RVs of all types. Diesel, Gas, Trailers, 5ers, Toads
www.RVFINANCING.COM

MONTANA FINANCING/INSURANCE
www.RVLLC.COM
www.RVFINANCING.COM
www.TOYHAULERFINANCING.COM

& Good Sam Club

+Good Sam RV Park Camping Discounts

+ Camping World Club Pricing

- Pilot Flying ) Fuel, Propane & Dump
Station Discounts

+ Plus Many More!

Join today at
GoodSamClub.com
or call 1.800.234.3450
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RV RESORT LOT RENTALS

~LOUTDOOR

! RESORT
AMINDIO

THE ULTIMATE MOTOR COACHRESORT"

OUTDOOR RESORT INDIO is a beautiful Class A
Resort located near sunny Palm Springs, CA.
This active luxury adult resort features

free golf, tennis, pickle ball, fitness ctr &

much more. The Ultimate Motor Coach
Experience in the Palm Springs area.
www.orindio.com 1-800-892-2992

RV SHOWS

HOUSTON RV SHOW

Feb. 10-14, 2016-- NRG Center
361.790.5300
houstonrvshow.com

RV SPACES FOR RENT

LARGE RV SPACES 55+, Bellflower, CA
PATIO, POOL, CLUBHOUSE, BILLIARDS, WIFI
Website: rosewoodland.com/mhp
Rosewoodrvpark@gmail.com 562-867-3227

RV WARRANTIES

www.RVWARRANTY.COM

RV EXTENDED SERVICE CONTRACTS
Get your FREE quote here
www.RVWARRANTY.COM

SERVICES

Register your vehicle in Montana.
Avoid sales tax and
high licensing fees.

Call to speak to a licensed MT
attorney about forming a LLC.

Heggen Law Office, P.C.
msonam WWW.HeggenLawOffice.com
e (888)777-5032

@o Bz 0

GLASS

NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass

All makes and models, National warranty

$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC

Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

TAX FREE RV -- YOUR TAX SAVINGS EXPERTS
The best RV tax package in Montana. Save
Thousands! Call now to speak to a specialist.
888-441-5741--www.taxfreerv.com

PAY NO SALES TAX

Get the Facts, not the Hype

Speak to an Attorney, not a Salesman

Three Montana Attorneys on Staff

Bennett Law Office, P.C., Missoula, MT
www.bennettlawofficepc.com 866-543-5803

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000s save
over the past 20 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

GeqtiveWorld T" avel

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES
Pre-Planned, Safe and Organized RV Tours
and Rallies for those who enjoy the journey.
FREE RV Travel Guide - Call 800-952-8496

Guided RV Tours & Rallies

Lower 48 AlaskaeCanada®Mexicoe Overseas
Free RV Vacation Catalog & 1st Timer 5% Discount
844-712-1077 or www.adventurecaravans.com

MotorHome ...

COACH & POWERTRAIN

(continued from page 77) without driving the
motorhome. | have been scouring ads
for a lift that could raise the scooter
off the ground to the back of the mo-
torhome, as | am pretty sure | could
not lift a 200-pound scooter. Since |
have not seen an ad for something like
this (or even a scooter rack that would
attach to the back of the motorhome),
[ think | am missing a very important
point in my thinking.

Michael Theis | Via email

There are many companies mak-

ing lifts and carriers designed to
go on the back of motorhomes. For
example, Hydralift (www.hydralift-usa.
com) and Overbilt Lifts (www.overbilt-
lifts.com) offer power lifts designed to
carry motorcycles or scooters. How-
ever, you might become a little less
enthusiastic when you find that the
power lifts cost more than the scooter.
You may find that the type of motor-
cycle carriers that have a rail for the
tires and a ramp to push the bike or
scooter up onto the rack will be suit-
able. These ramp-style carriers can
also be considerably lighter in weight
than the automatic lifts because they
don’t include the powered lift mecha-
nism. This is especially important
to keep in mind when looking at a
smaller motorhome with lower rear-
axle and overall payload capacities.
Most of these mount into the trailer
hitch receiver, and are readily found
at motorcycle shops, on eBay, and
used on Craigslist. If you do go with a
lift, just make sure that the combined
weight of the scooter and lift added to
the rear of the motorhome doesn’t ex-
ceed the motorhome’s rear gross axle
weight rating (cawr). @

Contact our experts:

Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750

Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard,

CA 93036 [please include your name,
city and state). Selected letters will be
answered in the magazine, but time does
not permit individual replies.
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THE ROAD AHEAD

«  The Art of Alchemy

‘;ﬁ :

By Alan Rider

Meet a Northern California man
who transforms nature’s refuse into
remarkable works of art

Simply put, everyone on this planet — whether they recognize it or not —

H ere is one of my most fundamental beliefs: Each of us is born creative.

was born with the capacity for imagination and original ideas.

Those two components of creativity
reached their zenith in the quasi-
mystical discipline of alchemy, the
pursuit of methods to transform
ordinary objects into treasure. Or as
the dictionary defines it, “A seemingly
magical process of transformation,
creation or combination.”

Which, it just occurred to me, is
also as good an explanation of the
work of my friend Gary Pollard (530-
468-5707, garypollardwoodturner.com)
as I've ever heard.

You see, this unassuming alche-
mist’s art consists of turning the most
unremarkable of natural materials
— wooden burls, walnut shells, pine
needles and more — into objects of
exceptional beauty. While there are
surely other people who can weave a
basket or carve a block of wood into a
bowl, this former pharmacist brings
to his work a measure of inspired
creativity that sets his one-of-a-kind
works apart.

Part of the attraction of Gary’s
pieces is the unexpected way
he combines his materials. Like
burl-wood plates decorated with thin
slices of black walnut shells that
form the most delicate filigree one
can imagine. Or pine-needle vessels

Turning Wood Into Gold ®

built around a stout tree branch in
flowing asymmetrical forms that look
very much like a cornucopia that’s
escaped from a surrealist Salvador
Dali painting.

And yet this exceedingly humble
and soft-spoken man refers to himself
as merely a woodturner. Which as far
as I'm concerned is like Michelangelo
calling himself a guy who likes to chip
away at blocks of marble. It doesn’t
even begin to tell the whole story.

In fact, Gary brings a lifetime of
artistic sensibility that makes each
new project about more than just
workmanlike competence. He says
he can look at a wooden burl, for
example, and see the finished piece in
his mind’s eye.

It's a creative ability that | admire
greatly. One that brings to mind Michel-
angelo’s famous quote, “Every block of
stone has a statue inside it and it is the

task of the sculptor to discover it.”

Ask Gary about his own creative
process and, like Michelangelo, this
one-time art major is quick to give
credit to a higher power that guides
his hands. It’s a feeling | think a lot of
folks from all walks of life who are in
touch with their creativity can relate to,
whether we’re throwing a pot, painting
a landscape or writing a magazine
column.

What is perhaps most surprising are
the simple tools he uses to unlock the
beauty in nature’s castoffs. A band saw,
lathe and assorted power tools crowd
the inside of his workshop, located in
the pastoral Scotts Valley, California,
just west of the town of Fort Jones.
Just outside is what he calls a “lifetime
supply” of raw materials including a
knee-deep pile of burls that would
make most any woodworker drool.

Ultimately, everyone knows that
tools and raw materials are only as
good as the person working them.
Which means the transformative
force here is Gary himself. Without his
skill and creativity, all the sculptures
waiting within those lifeless wooden
blanks might never be revealed.

As | drove away from Gary’'s home
and workshop, it struck me that we
motorhome travelers have our own
form of alchemy. In our case, however,
it's our own lives that are transformed
by the people we meet along The Road
Ahead. @

“¢ Alchemy: A seemingly magical process of
transformation, creation or combination. ??

Northern California artist Gary Pollard takes simple, natural
materials, like wood burls, pine needles and walnut shells,
and turns them into decorative and functional treasures.
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Everything you need is within reach.

RIVERSIDE RESORT RV PARK
LAUGHLIN, NEVADA

We'e pleased to offer you the following special

Motor Home Magazine Weekly Rate.*

A GREAT

Cocin YS129 WEEKLY RATE

To Make Your Riverside RV Park Reservations

CALL 1.800.227.3849

*Excludes holidays and special event periods. Subject to availability. Two complimentar
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Riverside Resort & Casino, Circle 140 on Reader Service Card



$ 159,900

POPULAR OPTIONS
RV Garage | Observation Deck | Garage
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BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM CASITAS, HUNDREDS OF AMENITIES!

55 + Community | State of the Art Fithess Center | Pickleball
Massage Therapy | Hiking Club | Lighted Tennis Courts
Golfing Club/Putting Green | Shuffleboard Courts | Swimming Pool

LESS THAN 60
388.603.3415
shelyp@cal-am.com  BUILDABLE SITES REMAIN

6601 E. US Hwy 60 ¢ Gold Canyon, AZ = 85118 www.SuperstitionViewsHomes.com

Casita + Carport + RV Port & Hookups
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Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 116 on Reader Service Card

Think a is out of your reach?

A pre-owned Newell is the single best value
you can get in a luxury motorcoach.

Here’s why...

A factory-certified, pre-owned Newell offers:

* Industry-leading 2-year/24,000 mile limited warranty

* 130+ point inspection

* 24/7/365 Service Hotline access

* Quality and pricing better than many brand new coaches
* Newell’s incomparable quality, performance and support

Step up to a Newell. To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com

or call 1-888-3NEWELL.

A Newell is built so
well that the only
coach that comes
close is—guess what?

Another Newell!”

—Newell pre-owned
coach customer






