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Europe’s Infl uence is Refreshing

It’s been a long time since my wife, Lynne, and I traveled in a 
European-built motorhome, so we were pretty excited to get 
an opportunity to sample life in a small Hymer Class C last 
fall. We were in Munich, Germany, where we spent a number 

of days on the Truma campus, learning about Europe’s leading 
supplier of appliances and systems to its RV industry.

Truma, a company that was 
launched in 1949, manufactures comfort 
heating, water heating and energy 
systems that can be found in most of 
Europe’s motorhomes and has entered 
the U.S. market after setting up offi ces 
in Elkhart, Indiana. It’s a very dynamic 
company with emphasis on high-quality 
systems that are very effi cient.

“Effi ciency” is the operative word in 
Europe. It’s the code word for “small.” 
Naturally, Europe’s infrastructure calls 
for motorhomes that are compact, 
but RV enthusiasts there are no less 
passionate about the lifestyle, and are 
serious about convenience and comfort. 

When I fi rst stepped into our 
borrowed motorhome that we took to a 
beautiful lake close to Austria, my eyes 
rolled. No doubt we’re spoiled here in 
the U.S. It was built on a Fiat cutaway 
chassis, so it was classifi ed as a Class 
C, but the cabover was more like those 
in what some U.S. manufacturers call 
a Class B-plus. The inside was really 

compact and many of the fi xtures were 
designed for multitasking. There were 
no slideouts to stretch the interior 
and overall length and width were 
restricted to handle narrow roads and 
smaller campsites.

The diesel-powered Fiat chassis 
was fun to drive. Not a rocket ship, and 
it had a manual transmission, but it 
was certainly comfortable and easy to 
handle. I found out the hard way just 
how critical size is in Europe when ma-
neuvering around a construction site 
near our lakeside campground. A truck 
blocked most of the already tiny road 
and had no intention of moving over. I 
squeaked by, but there was very little 
air space between our motorhome and 
the obstruction. After a while you get 
used to the narrow roadways and the 
fun factor overcomes the tension.

While I missed the spaciousness 

of motorhomes I’m used to traveling 
in, livability in the diminutive Hymer 
was surprisingly good. The beds were 
comfortable, the shower was roomier 
than expected and the kitchen totally 
workable. And the combination front 
dinette/seating area was cleverly 
designed to handle lounging and eating 
with little complaint. The real shocker 
was the size of the rear storage locker, 
which was large enough to handle just 
about anything most people take on a 
motorhome trip, including bicycles.

During the last few years, 
motorhomes infl uenced by European 
design and size have become increas-
ingly popular in the U.S. Mercedes-
Benz Sprinter and Ram ProMaster 
chassis have made it possible to build 
downsized motorhomes that are easier 
on fuel consumption, easy to handle 
and offer exceptional livability for their 
dimensions.

The American version of a compact 
motorhome offers slideout-enhanced 
spaciousness and additional features. 
No doubt, Europe’s infl uence on the 
U.S. RV market has been positive; I’ll 
have to think about that manual trans-
mission. 

ON RAMP

By Bob Livingston

Contributors | February

“ Motorhomes infl uenced by European design and 
size have become increasingly popular in the U.S. ”

Neela Bhagat is a freelance writer 
who travels extensively throughout 
North America with her photog-
rapher husband, Arjun, and their 
dog, Count Reggie, in their Class A 
Challenger motorhome. 

Dennis C. Brewer and his wife, 
Penny, have spent four years full-
timing and three years snowbirding 
across the 45th parallel in their 
motorhome. Dennis is a technology 
author and consultant.

Bobbie Hasselbring is an award-
winning travel and food writer and 
editor of www.realfoodtraveler
.com, which covers authentic food 
and travel. Bobbie owns a 2003 
Jayco Greyhawk SS Class C.

Mark Quasius has been writing 
RV tech articles and reviews for 
the past 12 years. He and his wife, 
Leann, enjoy traveling in their Class 
A whenever possible and look 
forward to full-timing in a few years.

E. Don Smith is a Tennessee-based 
freelance writer and photographer 
who has been a frequent contribu-
tor to MotorHome magazine since 
2006. He is the proud owner of a 
Tiffi n Phaeton coach.

Mary Zalmanek and her husband, 
Jim, enjoy traveling in their 2003 
Safari Trek when they are not at 
home in Monument, Colorado. 
Mary is the author of The Art of the 
Spark (www.artofthespark.com).
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*Patents Pending

• proportional
• ball-and-socket
      actuator mount
• wireless coachlink™
• set-it-once pedal clamp™

75% smaller
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That’s the question we asked in our November 2014 
issue, and here are some of the replies we received.

Never is the number of times I have mooched a spot at 
Wal-Mart or any other free place, and I’ve been at this 
motorhoming thing for 19 years. After spending seven or 
eight hours behind the wheel listening to the engine, wind 
and tire noise, I am ready for some quiet time … and I have 
yet to hear a quiet generator.

My motorhome is a 2012 Winnebago Sunstar with a 

P.O. BOX

That’s the question we asked in our November 2014 
issue, and here are some of the replies we received.

Featured Letter

FROM OUR READERS

Staying With Friends
During a recent trip to Oregon 
and Washington, we stayed in our 
motorhome 27 nights. We travel in a 
Winnebago View 24-foot motorhome 
and do not tow a car. Our motorhome’s 
size allows us to stay with friends and 
family and park in their driveways. 
We also stayed at casinos a few times 
and Wal-Mart once. Eleven nights we 
paid nothing and that allowed us to 
spend more at some nice places on the 
Oregon coast. Our average cost for 27 
nights was $18.30 per night and we all 
had a great time.  
Michael and Sheryle Wyatt
Henderson, Nevada

Welcome to Camp Wal-Mart
Recently, we used Wal-Mart about 
10 nights out of a 2½-week trip from 
Georgia to Illinois, then out West, back 
to Illinois and home to Georgia.

My husband and I decided to take 
my parents (who are in their 80s) on a 
once-in-a-lifetime trip out West to visit 
all of the traditional sites: Badlands 
National Park, Yosemite National Park, 
Mount Rushmore National Memorial, 
Grand Canyon National Park, Las 
Vegas and Hollywood.

We only had a limited time frame to 
make this happen. While we defi nitely 
wanted to spend nights in camp-
grounds along the way in order to relax 
and enjoy the more leisurely part of 
traveling, we often traveled late into 
the evening to reach our next destina-
tion. We were so thankful that there 
was always a Wal-Mart available to 
provide a safe and convenient place to 
pull in for a short overnight stay. We 
also were able to restock anything we 
needed by simply walking across the 
parking lot. 

We weren’t being cheap; rather 

we thought it was more considerate 
of already sleeping campers to opt 
for Wal-Mart over a campground. We 
all know there is a certain amount 
of noise that occurs while trying to 
settle in, especially at an unfamiliar 
campground in the dark of night.

In our case, that involves trying 
to park a 40-foot diesel motorhome 
towing a car. If a large enough pull-
through site was not available, it would 
require removing the car from the 
tow dolly, opening and closing storage 
doors to hook up, opening our slides to 
access sleeping areas, lowering jacks, 
etc. — or running a generator late at 
night when most of our fellow campers 
would have already retired for the 
evening. 

Truthfully, we all enjoyed joking 
about spending time at Camp Wal-Mart. 
We appreciated having that option.
Nancy Watkin | Peachtree City, Georgia

Ford V-10 and 362-hp engine with a fi ve-speed automatic 
transmission that gives me 8.1 mpg. I travel at 57 mph 
or 67 mph, depending on the speed limit, and use cruise 
control. I just completed a trip to Lancaster, California, 
and back, and stayed at fi ve campgrounds for nine days. 
The most I had to pay was $27.50 per night.
Luther Struve | Pocatello, Idaho

When you travel in your motorhome, 
how many nights, on average, do you 
stay in parking lots such as Wal-Mart 
or Cracker Barrel?

No Mooching a Free Space
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Something for Nothing
Nights at Wal-Mart — 0. Nights 
at Cracker Barrel — 0. And yes, 
absolutely, those who do are just plain 
cheap and want something for nothing.
Gordon Manion | Via email

Spending the Equivalent 
Amount on Food
My husband and I have been staying 
overnight at Cracker Barrels for 
more than 10 years. They are located 
just off the interstates we travel. 
We stop in the evening and have 
supper at Cracker Barrel, sleep in 
our motorhome overnight and then 
get up early to have breakfast at the 
restaurant before we leave for another 
day of travel. We are not cheap! We 
just spend the money at Cracker 
Barrel that we would have spent at a 
campground. We use campgrounds 
when we get to our destination. 
Eugene and Jean Chesna | Via email

Would you Sleep in Your Car?
We’ve been RVing for about 25 years 
and have spent only one night in the 
parking lot of a Wal-Mart, which 
happened to be under construction. If 
you were traveling by car and pulled 
into town at 9 p.m., would you sleep in 
your car rather than pay for a motel?
Alicia Rozell | Campo, California

Never Any Security Concerns 
We have been RVing for more than 
30 years and recently had to call it 
quits for medical reasons. We used 
Wal-Mart parking at least 85 percent of 
the time when we traveled. We always 
asked a store supervisor if it was OK 
to park in their lot overnight and what 
area they preferred. Many times we 
called ahead to be sure that it was OK. 
They always welcomed us. We also did 
all our travel shopping at Wal-Mart. 
We have many interesting stories 
about our stays in their lots but never a 
security concern.
Elvin Shaw | Mesa, Arizona 

It’s Against the Law in Some Areas
I agree that is a good option, but we 
rarely stay there. In some cities, 
states, and all of Canada and Yukon 

Territory, it is against the law to spend 
the night in parking lots. Two cities 
that I personally know of are Durango, 
Colorado, and Vancouver, Washington. 
Some Wal-Marts post signs, but at 
night they are hard to see, so be sure 
to check.
Les Spillman | Spokane, Washington

Tram Law Resort?
My wife and I agree with Nancy West-
moreland about spending a single 
evening at Wal-Mart while on the road. 
My wife’s sister coined the phrase, 
Tram Law Resorts (Wal-Mart spelled 
backward) and it works for us. We can 
stock up on needed items, and fill up at 
Murphy USA gas stations and save 3 to 
10 cents per gallon using a Wal-Mart 
gift card to pay for the purchase. 

RVers who overnight at Wal-Mart 
need to be courteous and mind their 
manners. Always ask permission at 
the customer service desk (some 
Wal-Marts are not allowed to let you 
stay due to local ordinances). Park in 
the designated area. Minimize your 
use of slideouts and generators. Pick 
up your garbage, and return your 
shopping carts to designated areas 
in the parking lot. This is a courtesy 
to customers who travel in RVs, not a 
right. You are a guest. Act like it.  
Tony Mitrione 
Carolina Beach, North Carolina

Lodges are Another Option
My wife and I took a trip a few years 
ago from Union City, California, north 
to Washington, then east to Maine, 
and south to Florida, then back home 
along the southern routes. We were 
gone for six months and only stayed at 
Wal-Mart once.

We did, however, stay at 36 Elks 
Lodges along the way. We have books 
that show all of the Elks Lodges in 
the country, so when we could not get 
to one for the night, we would stay at 
an RV park. There are a lot of Moose 
Lodges that let members stay for a 
while, too.
Walter D. Terry | Union City, California

Support Private RV Parks
My wife and I spend roughly six months 

of each year (for the past 20 years) in 
our motorhome. We have never stayed 
at a Cracker Barrel parking lot and 
have, in those years, spent about six 
nights (total) in Wal-Mart lots while in 
transit and when there were limited 
other options.

We are fully capable to dry camp 
when we’re on the road, but we know 
that there are many, many private 
campgrounds that would like to have 
us stay with them nearby. We are not 
affluent, but truly believe that private 
entrepreneurs who have invested their 
personal resources in our lifestyle 
of choice need our support far more 
than chains like Wal-Mart and Cracker 
Barrel!
Kurt Kindschi | Merrimac, Wisconsin

There’s a Difference Between 
Traveling and Camping
When we are traveling, we spend 
close to 100 percent of the nights in 
Wal-Mart, Cracker Barrel or similar 
others. We make it a point to have 
breakfast and our evening meal at 
that Cracker Barrel, or shop at the 
Wal-Mart, and thank them. We have 
called for information on a specific 
Cracker Barrel and had the manager 
meet us in the parking lot, welcome us 
and help us park!

At a destination, or if staying a few 
days, we will not be at either, but in a 
campground or even better a relative’s 
driveway. There is a difference 
between traveling and camping.
Robert Geers | Via email

Overnight Parking Restrictions 
on the Rise
When traveling en route to our desti-
nation, I frequently stay in Wal-Mart 
parking lots. I have found lately 
more “no overnight parking” signs 
in Wal-Mart parking lots, either by 
itself or accompanied with a city 
ordinance sign stating chapter and 
verse why. In fact, one Wal-Mart in 
west Louisiana off Interstate 10 had 
big poles at each entrance with an 
overhead pole attached not allowing 
anything higher than 12 feet in the 
parking lot. Apparently they did not 
want RVs in the lot. I have only stayed 

P.O. BOX
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once at a Cracker Barrel as I find the 
parking lots and parking spaces not 
as conducive to a 40-foot motorhome 
towing a car. I wish they were, as we 
love the food. 
Sean Sears | Dahlonega, Georgia

Wouldn’t Stay in a Parking Lot 
to Avoid Campground Fee
We have not done it yet. I would if the 
weather was dangerous, I was getting 
too tired to drive safely or traffic was 
at a standstill, but I would not do it 
to avoid paying for a campsite and I 
definitely would patronize the owner of 
the parking lot. Back in the 1960s there 
were many places to spend the night 
free of charge, but with absolutely no 
amenities.
Bob Cleary Jr.  | Jersey City, New Jersey

Canadian Snowbirds
Just want to point out that if you are 
snowbirds, you do not have any other 
choice than to “Wal-Mart RV” when 
you leave or return home. There are 
simply no campgrounds open due to 
the cold season. This is why we must 
stay at Wal-Mart two or three nights a 
year. Otherwise, we use campgrounds 
whenever we can. We are very grateful 
to Wal-Mart, Flying J, and the like, for 
accommodating us and we favor them 
with our business in return.
Michel Gadbois
Sainte-Adele, Quebec, Canada

Engine Idle Comments
This is a reply to the comment in 
November 2014 concerning not letting 
your engine idle. Yes, Fleetwood and 
others recommend or require running 
the engine when operating slides and/
or jacks. And, yes, it has to do with 
amperage drain on batteries.

Most coaches now use the chassis 
batteries to operate these features not 
the house batteries. That is twofold, 
primarily as the chassis batteries are 
a high-amp-use battery and house 
batteries are not. Also the alternator 
can provide a high-amp current output, 
whereas the inverter/charger cannot.

To hook up to pedestal power will 
do little if any to assist in powering 
these accessories for the reason first 

stated and also the nature of your 
battery control computer. The default 
on your pedestal power charger is 
first to direct charge to house and 
then lock in the chassis whereas when 
the engine is running the sequence 
is reversed, first to the chassis then 
to the house. Regardless, the house 
charger is not designed to be a high-
output amperage charger.
Steven Ballard | Gadsden, Alabama

The November 2014 letter “Don’t Let 
the Engine Idle” by Leo Aragon in P.O. 
Box is interesting. On most coaches, 
the inverter shorepower does not 
charge the chassis engine-starting 
batteries, only the house batteries. 
On the motorhomes I have owned, 
you cannot retract the slides with the 
ignition key on, but it must be on to 
raise the jacks. I don’t know about the 
Winnebagos though. If your engine-
starting batteries go weak or dead 
after being plugged into shorepower 
after about 30 days, you really need to 
install something like an Amp-L-Start 
from LSL Products. I have installed 
several of these and they work great — 
no more dead starting batteries!
Les Spillman | Spokane, Washington

I take exception to the letter by Leo 
Aragon about letting the engine idle 
while the jacks go down and sliding out 
the sides. According to Itasca technical 
support, without the engine running 
you put the batteries at risk and may 
damage the slideout motors. 

The leveling jacks manufacturer’s 
manual states, “Coach must be 
running for LCI Electronic Leveling 
System to operate.”

The following are instructions 
(from the Itasca 2013 Suncruiser 
owner’s manual) that I post in my 
motorhome when it goes in for service 
regarding the leveling jacks and sliding 
out the sides.

Before extending, level the coach 
and set the parking brake. This is 
to assure proper alignment of the 
“boxes” to the coach structure for 
strength and sealing.

Start the engine so the alternator 
can provide maximum power for  

proper operation of the slideout 
mechanisms.

Insert the safety lock key and 
turn to activate slideout room control 
switch.

Press the slideout room extend/out 
switch and hold it until the room is fully 
extended, then release the switch.

To stop extending the room during 
operation, release the button.

Deactivate the slideout switch with 
the safety lock key.

According to Itasca and Schwintek 
you should press the slideout button in 
three times and then extend the box; 
this allows the mechanism and coach 
to be lined up properly. Check with 
Itasca, but I think if you do, it will agree 
with me.
Stephen E. Calderwood | Boring, Oregon

Data Streaming in Campgrounds
I am writing in regard to the article 
“Give Your TV a Ph.D” published in 
the November 2014 issue. While the 
information provided by the author, E. 
Don Smith, was correct in what can be 
used and how easy it can be to stream 
shows, seeing that this is a magazine 
for motorhomes, he left out a large 
issue — the data needs and require-
ments to do such streaming.

Most RVers travel with a hotspot, 
MiFi, data card, or even use their 
cellphone to connect to the Internet. 
Because of this, data plans surely 
come into play and the data use to 
stream such shows or movies. For 
example, here are the typical data 
estimates for Netflix, one of the largest 
and most used stream providers:

Good Quality — 310 MB per hour
Better Quality — 720 MB per hour
Standard Def — 1,024 MB per hour
High Def — 2,400 MB per hour
As such, by not having a warning 

in the article, it could likely do harm 
to some of your readers in the form of 
data fees. 

The issue, when using an RV park’s 
Wi-Fi to stream, is that most camp-
grounds cannot handle the data needs 
as it is, or have placed limits on speed 
or use. Some even block streaming 
services all together.

So please be so kind as to alert 
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P.O. BOX

Send your comments to:
MotorHome, 2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email 
letters@motorhomemagazine.com 

How much of the time 
do you use the oven in 
your motorhome? Do 
you consider it a neces-
sary appliance for travel-
ing or a waste of space?

Question of the Month

your readers of this before someone 
finds out the hard way that streaming 
shows while in your motorhome could 
be a costly mistake.
David Bott | Via email

Shelling Clarification
We have a comment about the “Shelli-
cious Sanibel Island” article by Bobbie 
Hasselbring in November 2014.

First, note that we are lifetime 
Good Sam Club members, Camping 
World members and MotorHome sub-
scribers. We are fortunate enough to 
be snowbirds staying at Periwinkle 
Park on Sanibel for four months each 
winter. Having said that, after reading 
the wonderful and well-written article 
about Sanibel, we are concerned about 
the photo on page 28 showing a man 
on the shore retrieving shells.

While we are not accusing any 
wrongdoing, we feel that in most 
instances shells taken from deep 
water often have live creatures inside. 
Based on our many years at Sanibel, 

we would like other readers to know 
that the law for Sanibel is that no live 
shells are to be taken. In fact, beach 
patrol game wardens watch for this 
activity. You can verify this information 
at the Sanibel Chamber of Commerce, 
the shell museum or with any Sanibel 
resident.
Harvey Malone and Esther Kezur
Via email

Get Rid of Carpeting, Dark Cabinets 
and Ovens
I’ve been wondering for years now, when 
will RV manufacturers and designers 
get it? Two of the first things people 
do when they purchase a used RV are 
tear out the carpet and install vinyl, and 
paint the cupboards white. Light colors 
make a motorhome seem so much more 
spacious, and I don’t know any woman 
who wants to clean carpets while on 
vacation. Wall-to-wall carpeting in a 
bathroom is just plain vile. Also, who 
wants to cart around a vacuum cleaner 
when space is at a premium.

Speaking of space, they could also 
quit installing ovens — make it an 
option, not standard. Most of us use 
them for storage anyhow. I also think 
a two-burner stove would be adequate 
for most RVers.

Thanks for listening, now please 
pass it on!
Karen Amidon | Traverse City, Michigan 
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 JOIN FLEETWOOD RV IN CELEBRATING 65 YEARS OF RELIABILITY AND VALUE at the Fleetwood RV 
National Rally in Decatur, Indiana, June 4-7, 2015. Rally’ers will take part in a 4-night, 5-day camp stay at 
the Fleetwood RV headquarters with an invitation to attend child and family-friendly activities, seminars, 
a guided factory tour, a host of entertainment events, and sponsored meals. For more information about 
the 2015 National Rally or to reserve your space to attend, visit fleetwoodrv.com/mhevent. 

To purchase your new Fleetwood RV and take part in the action, contact a Fleetwood Sales 
Representative at 800.854.1344.

For family. For fun. Forever Fleetwood.

*Based on IHS Automotive, Polk Recreational Vehicles in Operation (RVIO) as of 7/1/13      Fleetwood RV is an ALLIED RECREATION GROUP COMPANY

Fleetwood Reliability + Value = Fleetwood RV

Celebrate Fleetwood’s 65th Anniversary & see first hand why 
Fleetwood is the number one brand on the road today!*

For family. For fun. Forever Fleetwood.

Providence • Discovery • Expedition • Excursion • Southwind • Bounder • Terra • Storm • Tioga • Jamboree

SHARE OF 
MOTORHOMES ON  
THE ROAD TODAY

23%
ANNIVERSARY
Celebration

Fleetwood RV, Circle 101 on Reader Service Card
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NeXusRV

We Build Your Dream!

Factory Direct Manufacturer

WWW.NEXUSRV.COM

$179,999

1-855-RV-NEXUS

Factory in Elkhart, Indiana - Dealership in Clearwater, Florida -  Showroom in Temecula, California

-Freightliner XCR Raised Rail Chassis    -3000 Series Allison Transmission 
-6.7liter 360 H.P.  Cummins Diesel Engine   -Air Brakes 
-800lbs of  Torque       -Front and Rear Air Suspension
-10000lbs towing hitch      -240 Amp Alternator
-22” Tires w/ Aluminum Rims     -LED lights throughout
-100 Gallon fuel Tank      -Azdel Substrate (no wood)
-Automatic leveling jacks     -Solid Surface Countertops
-One Piece Windshield      -Washer and Dryer
-Seamless Fiberglass Roof      -2 -13500 BTU ACs
-All Steal Cage Contruction     -Deluxe Chrome Package
-4 color full body paint      

Bentley Diesel Pusher
Introduces....

Bentley Diesel PusherBentley Diesel Pusher

-Freightliner XCR Raised Rail Chassis   -3000 Series Allison Transmission
-6.7liter 360 H.P.  Cummins Diesel Engine   -Air Brakes 
-800lbs of  Torque       -Front and Rear Air Suspension
-10000lbs towing hitch      -240 Amp Alternator
-22” Tires w/ Aluminum Rims -LED lights throughout

Bentley Diesel PusherBentley Diesel Pusher

We Build Your Dream!

WWW.NEXUSRV.COM

motorhome-mag-ad-oct.indd   1 10/24/2014   7:11:07 PM
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In Focus 
Vortex Optics Dia-
mondback binoculars 
bring far-off sights 
into view. pg. 16ESCAPES

14 ROAD FOODIE  |  16 WHEELS & GEAR  |  18 NOTEWORTHY & NEWS BRIEFS  |  20 CROSSROADS

Palisade State Park in Sterling, Utah, features a 
picturesque 18-hole golf course overlooking the 
park’s campground (with 55 RV sites — 30 have full 

hookups) near a small reservoir. For the signature hole 
number four, golfers should bring a camera and a ball they 
don’t mind losing to the canyon. It’s a par 3 with a narrow 
green and nothing but air on three sides. 

Palisade’s visitors can also enjoy fi shing, swimming 
and boating. Birdwatchers may spot Western tanagers, 
bald eagles, great blue herons, fl ickers, kingfi shers and 

hawks. Winter activities include ice fi shing, ice skating and 
cross-country skiing. 

Nearby Six-Mile Canyon provides access to Skyline 
Drive and its large network of trails for off-highway 
vehicles and snowmobiles. This 10,000-foot-high road 
along the crest of the spectacular Wasatch Plateau also 
attracts hikers, mountain bikers and hunters in season.  

The park is open year-round. Reservations are recom-
mended. For more information, call 800-322-3770, or go to 
www.stateparks.utah.gov.

An Off-the-Beaten-Path Gem in Central Utah
This state park is a hole-in-one for RVers who love to golf 

By Mary Zalmanek
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ROAD FOODIE
ESCAPES

Sampling Regina,
Saskatchewan

W inter is a great time to begin travel planning and a road 
trip through the wide-open prairies of Saskatchewan, the 
“land of the living skies.” This western Canadian province 

is an RVer’s delight. You’ll fi nd miles of rolling hills, scenic valleys 
and mountains, amazing cloud formations and millions of nighttime 
stars, and numerous parks, including Grasslands National Park. For 
foodies, the tidy city of Regina, the province’s capital, is a must stop.

Previously, Regina was best known for chain restaurants like Red 
Lobster, Olive Garden and Tim Hortons. Today, exciting new chefs are 
changing all that. Here are a few of my favorites: 

Breakfast: Radisson Plaza Hotel Saskatchewan, opened in 1927 by 
the Canadian Pacifi c Railway, is where Queen Elizabeth II stays when 
she comes to town. Chef Milton Rebello has made the hotel one of 
Canada’s fi nest dining establishments.  

Rebello, who has cooked in India, the Middle East, the U.S. and 
in Canadian heritage hotels, is a Gold Medal Plates winner (one 
of the country’s highest culinary honors). Breakfast in the hotel’s 
regal Cortlandt Dining Room includes eggs Benedict made with rich, 
organic duck eggs and locally smoked trout or soft, sweet pickerel 
cheeks. Everything from fl aky croissants to crunchy granola is house 
made. They also offer a weekday, all-you-can-eat breakfast buffet 
and a special Sunday buffet with even more goodies. 

Lunch: For big, fragrant Italian sub sandwiches, head downtown 
to Italian Star Deli. For 30 years, the Giambattista family has been 
making fl avorful sandwiches with Italian meats and cheeses on soft 

By Bobbie Hasselbring

Top Picks
From far left: Everything, 

including fl aky crois-
sants, is made in-house 
at Hotel Saskatchewan. 

The Willow fall menus 
feature hearty dishes like 

fork-tender short ribs.

rolls. Buy a premade sandwich, or order one with 
cheeses like Brie, cheddar, cambozola, provolone, 
Parmesan, and Greek and Italian feta, and meats, 
such as pepperoni, prosciutto, calabrese (dry hot 
sausage), prosciuttini (dry-cured ham), Genoa 
salami, capicola (ham) and mortadella (large pork 
sausage). Add some of their fragrant basil pesto 
to your sandwich.

Then load up your motorhome with Italian 
meats and cheeses, capers, pasta, Italian coffee 
and olive oil from the deli’s well-stocked shelves. 

Dinner: The Willow on Wascana overlooks Lake 
Wascana and Chef Tim Davies makes regional 
“comfort foods” like bison and bacon tourtière 
on a pillow of herb whipped potato with pickled 
red cabbage and sweet tomato jam. Davies says 
90 percent of the food on every plate is locally 
sourced, including pork, chicken and rabbit. It’s 
comfort food served in a fi ne-dining environment.

The menu changes seasonally. The summer 
menu features dishes like mushroom bok choy 
bowl, ginger-lime-marinated game hen and 
maple-glazed pork tenderloin. Fall menus offer 
heartier offerings like fork-tender beef short ribs 
with celery root, parsnips, and kale, and pecan-
crusted baked trout on roasted sugar beet and 
spinach. There are plenty of nonmeat options too.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police Heritage Centre is 
worth a visit during a trip to Regina. At Italian Star Deli, 
Carlo Giambattista and his family have been making big 
Italian sandwiches for more than 30 years.

Italian Star Deli, 306-757-6733, www.italianstardeli.com

Hotel Saskatchewan, 306-522-7691, www.hotelsask.com

Willow on Wascana, 306-585-3663, www.willowonwascana.ca

ROAD FOODIE
RECOMMENDS
The Best of Regina
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American recreation powered by German engineering

INSTANT CONSTANT ENDLESS

EXPECT MORE !

More information on www.truma.net/aquago
Learn more about Europe’s leading brand for RV equipment on www.truma.net

For true hot water comfort – 
Go for the new Truma AquaGo™
• Most powerful and e�cient instant water heater
• Endless hot water regardless of flow rate
• Constant water temperature – no scalding
• All-season use with optional Anti-freeze function

11/17/14   3:30 PM
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WHEELS & GEAR
ESCAPES

Keep the Cold Out
Winter travelers are well aware of the issues associated with trying to 
keep heat inside their coach. Unless a motorhome has been specifi cally 
designed to withstand frigid climates, cold-weather RVers have to look 
for ways to help keep comfortable. Camco RV Vent Covers provide four 
solutions for keeping heat from escaping through the roof vent. The 
SunShield RV Vent Cover consists of a simple precut piece of refl ective-
foil bubble insulation that’s held to the vent via hook-and-loop fasteners. 
The Dual Vent Cover adds a specially shaped piece of plastic that 
reduces draft. Both Camco RV Vent Insulators include a 3-inch-thick 
foam pad wrapped in a zippered synthetic fl eece cover, and one includes 
a sewn-in piece of refl ective-foil bubble insulation on one side. Camco 
vent covers range in price from about $6.49 to $14.15. 
Camco Manufacturing, 800-334-2004, www.camco.net

by Kevin Livingston

Nifty Nesters
When outfi tting a motorhome, the 
wonders of collapsing and nesting 
goodies always come to mind. 
Succeeding at both, the Origami RSB-01 
storage box set consists of three pleated 
plastic containers (two with handles) that 
collapse and conveniently store within 
the largest container, which comes 
with a lid. When needed, simply grab 
a compressed container and expand it 
by pulling the top from the bottom. The 
Origami storage box set is available for 
around $15 on www.amazon.com.
Origami, www.origamirack.com

Smoke-Free Fire Pit
Campfi res are always enjoyable, but not everyone likes the 
associated smoke — and some campgrounds prohibit wood-
fueled fi res. Campfi re In A Can keeps the convivial ambiance 
alive while providing an approved means to sit around and 
enjoy a soothing fl ame — and it’s pretty warm, too. The 
propane-powered portable campfi re is made of a cylindri-
cal aluminum stand that doubles as a carrying case, plus a 
small propane burner assembly, a log set, some black fi re 
glass and even a removable cooking grate. Campfi re In A 
Can has an MSRP of $249.99.
Campfi re In A Can, 888-768-7737, www.campfi reinacan.com

See the Sights
RVers spend a lot of time in the great outdoors, and getting 
a good look requires good binoculars. Vortex Optics Dia-
mondback 8x42 binoculars bring far-off sights clearly into 
focus without getting too close to timid or less-than-friendly 
wildlife. Vortex is well-known among outdoor enthusiasts 
for incredibly clear optics, even in low-light conditions. The 
company stands behind its products with a no-questions-
asked lifetime warranty. Retailing for about $220, Diamond-
back 8x42 binoculars can be found at major sporting goods 
stores such Cabela’s and Sportsman’s Warehouse.
Vortex Optics, 800-426-0048, www.vortexoptics.com
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PART SHERPA.
PART BASE CAMP.

ALL YOURS.

©2014 Winnebago Industries, Inc.

It drives like a car, camps like a dream 

and hauls like a mule. It’s like having 

your own bed and breakfast on wheels — 

with private bath to boot!

Combine all the comforts of home with 

terrifi c hauling, storage and towing 

capacity, add outstanding fuel effi ciency 

and — voila! — you’ve got the perfect 

getaway vehicle. See the new Travato™ 

from Winnebago Touring Coach at 

your nearest dealer, or learn more at 

WinnebagoTouring.com.

PL_travatoFINAL.indd   1 11/7/14   1:10 PM

Winnebago Industries, Circle 124 on Reader Service Card
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The following parks received perfect 
10/10*/10 ratings from the Good Sam RV 
Travel & Savings Guide in three categories: 
environment, cleanliness and facilities. 

ALABAMA: Heritage Motorcoach Resort & 
Marina, Lake Osprey RV Resort, Sugar Sands 
RV Resort, Windemere Cove RV Resort

ARIZONA: Black Canyon Ranch RV Resort, 
Del Pueblo RV Park and Tennis Resort, Desert 
Shadows RV Resort, Desert’s Edge RV-The 
Purple Park, Distant Drums RV Resort, Far 
Horizons Tucson Village RV Resort, Gold 
Canyon RV & Golf Resort, Mesa Spirit RV 
Resort, Moon River RV Resort, Palm Creek Golf & RV Resort, Pueblo El Mirage 
Golf & RV Resort, Rincon Country East RV Resort, Rincon Country West RV 
Resort, Shangri-La RV Resort, Sundance 1 RV Resort, Superstition Lookout 
RV Resort, Superstition Sunrise RV Resort, The Refuge Golf & Country Club, 
Westwind RV & Golf Resort

ARKANSAS: Catherine’s Landing, Ozarks RV Resort on Table Rock Lake

CALIFORNIA: Coyote Valley RV Resort, Indian Waters RV Resort & Cottages, 
Jackson Rancheria RV Park, Motorcoach Country Club, Outdoor Resort Indio, 
Outdoor Resort Palm Springs, Redding Premier RV Resort, Californian RV Resort, 
The Lakes RV & Golf Resort, The Springs At Borrego RV Resort

COLORADO: Mesa Verde RV Resort, Pueblo South/Colorado City KOA, Tiger Run 
RV Resort

CONNECTICUT: Aces High RV Park

FLORIDA: Cross Creek RV Resort, Crystal Lake RV Resort, Cypress Trail RV 
Resort, Disney’s Fort Wilderness Resort & Campground, Emerald Coast RV 
Beach Resort, Gulf Waters RV Resort, Naples Motorcoach Resort, Outdoor 
Resorts/Chokoloskee Island, Riverbend Motorcoach Resort, The Great Outdoors 
RV, Treasure Coast RV Resort, Vacation Inn Resort of the Palm Beaches, Williston 
Crossings RV Resort

KANSAS: Deer Creek Valley RV Park LLC

LOUISIANA: A+ Motel & RV Park, Cajun Palms RV Resort, Paragon Casino RV 
Resort, Red Shoes Park at Coushatta Casino 

MARYLAND: Castaways RV Resort & Campground

MASSACHUSETTS: Beach Rose RV Park, Cape Cod Campresort & Cabins, 
Normandy Farms Family Camping Resort, Pine Acres Family Camping Resort

MICHIGAN: Harbortown RV Resort, Hearthside Grove Motorcoach Resort, Little 
River Casino RV Park, Petoskey KOA RV & Cabin Resort, Petoskey RV Resort, 
Silver Creek RV Resort, Soaring Eagle Hideaway RV Park, South Haven Sunny 
Brook RV Resort, Traverse Bay RV Resort, Vacation Station RV Resort

MINNESOTA: Grand Casino Hinckley, Prairie View RV Park & Campground

MISSOURI: Mark Twain Landing, Polson Motorcoach & RV Resort

NEVADA: Lakeside Casino & RV Resort, Las Vegas RV Resort, LVM Resort, Nevada 
Treasure RV Resort, Sparks Marina RV Park, Wine Ridge RV Resort & Cottages

NEW YORK: Chautauqua Lake KOA, Lake George RV Park, Skyway 

NOTEWORTHY
ESCAPES

NEWS BRIEFS

RV Vacation Cost Study 
A new study by PKF Consulting 
USA shows that RV vacations cost 
less than other forms of vacation 
travel, even when factoring in 
fuel prices and the cost of RV 
ownership. The study used 
two sets of hypothetical travel 
parties: a four-person party of 
two adults and two children, and a 
two-person party of two adults.

PKF factored in major costs 
the travelers would incur on 
vacations to nine popular des-
tinations. For each destination, 
researchers analyzed 3-, 7- and 
14-day vacations. Class A’s were 
compared to fl ying fi rst class, 
renting a premium car, staying in 
resorts and eating in restaurants.

RVing showed an economic 
advantage. A four-person party 
in a Class B or C could expect to 
save 27 to 48 percent, while the 
same party traveling in a Class A 
could expect to save 38 percent. 
A two-person party in a Class 
B could expect to save 19 to 32 
percent, 15 to 28 percent in a Class 
C and 14 percent in a Class A. 

RV Employee Foundation
Elkhart, Indiana-based Forest 
River and Thor Industries have 
announced the establishment 
of a foundation set up to benefi t 
the 15,000-plus employees of the 
two companies and their families 
during times of need. The Forest 
River/Thor Community Foundation 
will provide grants of up to $20,000 
per qualifying employee or family 
to help cover emergency fi nancial 
needs incurred in a variety of 
unforeseen family crises such as 
acute illnesses, natural disasters, 
fi res or other hardships. (continued on pg. 72)

Good Sam Announces Top-
Rated RV Parks for 2015
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1 O�er subject to credit approval. Cardholders will earn five (5) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases spent on Good Sam Club related products and services 
made on their Account rounded to the nearest dollar. “Good Sam Club eligible purchases,” are defined as products and services purchased from Good Sam Enterprises, 
LLC and its a�liates and partners, including but not limited to the following: Coast to Coast, Camping World, Good Sam, TL Enterprises, and NGIC. Cardholders will earn 
three (3) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made at any retail establishments that classify their merchant location to Visa as Campgrounds and Trailer 
Parks within the U.S. and Canada. For all other purchases made anywhere else, Cardholders will earn one (1) point for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made on 
their Account rounded to the nearest dollar. This rewards program is provided by Comenity Capital Bank and its terms may discontinue or change at any time.
2 A one-time bonus award of (2,000) Rec Rewards Points will be awarded to new cardholders after the first purchase is posted to the Account. Bonus Rec Rewards Points 
will be posted approximately 30 days after the initial qualifying transaction. 
3 For information about the rates, fees, other costs, and the reward program rules (including point accrual rate, bonus point awards, etc.) and benefits associated with the 
use of this credit card program please visit www.comenity.net/goodsamcampingworld for complete terms and conditions.
The Good Sam | Camping World Visa® and Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc.                         GCR35389 1014

GET ON THE ROAD TO  
BIGGER REWARDS!

Your journey starts today!

WWW.GOODSAMCAMPINGWORLDVISA.COM

RECEIVE 5 REC REWARDS POINTS1  
at Camping World and on Good Sam purchases

RECEIVE 3 REC REWARDS POINTS  
at private campgrounds across the U.S. and Canada

RECEIVE 1 REC REWARDS POINT  
everywhere else Visa is accepted

Your points can add up really fast!

RECEIVE 1 REC REWARDS POINT 

2,000 Bonus  REC REWARDSpoints 2 with your first purchase!REDEMPTIONS START AT 1,500 POINTS!3

• CASH BACK AS STATEMENT CREDIT

• CAMPING WORLD GIFT CARDS

• GOOD SAM CLUB MEMBERSHIPS

• GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

• RETAIL GIFT CARDS

• GAS GIFT CARDS

• RESTAURANT GIFT CARDS

• PLUS MORE!

APPLY TODAY! Call: 1-844-271-2591
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Valle Crucis, North Carolina

CROSSROADS
ESCAPES

Fort Smith, Arkansas

A Cornucopia of Old-Time Candy 
The Mast General Store Annex in Valle Crucis, North Carolina, is true heaven 
for those with a yen for the candy of the “good old days.” Smiling adults and 
eager children peruse the narrow candy-laden aisles dropping their personal 
favorites into their plastic baskets. Black licorice pipes, wax bottles fi lled with 
sweet-colored liquids, wax fangs, and other candies and treats that haven’t 
been seen by some of us for decades. Old standbys like Charleston Chews and 
candy necklaces and more fi ll barrels and cases, as well as ones I’ve never 
heard of — Cow Tales, anyone? Buy a few pieces, or a couple of pounds. All 
candy is sold by weight at $6.99 a pound.

If that isn’t enough, there are old-time toys and lunch boxes spilling over 
the shelves.

Just when you thought your sweet tooth couldn’t be tempted any further, 
out back is Dutch Creek Ice Cream, a wooden shack on Dutch Creek that’s open 
seasonally and features Hershey’s Ice Cream. Oddly enough, this ice cream 
company, founded by Jacob Hershey and four of his brothers in 1894, has no re-
lationship to the Hershey who founded The Hershey Co. known for its chocolate. 

There are several Mast General Stores throughout North Carolina, 
including the Original Mast General Store just down the road, but if you can’t 
make it to North Carolina, orders can be made over the Internet.
For more information, call 828-963-6511, or visit www.mastgeneralstore
.com/candy — Neala McCarten 

Fort Smith, Arkansas — 
Loaded with History
Fort Smith, the second-largest city in Arkansas, lies on the Arkansas-Okla-
homa state border. The city’s most prominent landmark, Fort Smith National 
Historic Site, includes the remains of the original 1817 fort and the restored 
courtroom of the famed “Hangin’ Judge” Isaac C. Parker. The city’s visitor 
center is housed in Miss Laura’s Social Club, the only former brothel in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

Fort Smith is a true Old-West town made 
notable in the movie “True Grit,” which was based 
on a real place. In 2013, Fort Smith Regional Art 
Museum opened and the city is the future home 
of the U.S. Marshals Museum. The city has plenty 
to offer, so instead of just passing through on 
Interstate 40, stop for a visit. 
For more information, call 800-637-1477, or visit 
www.fortsmith.org — James Richardson

Leisure Travel Vans, Circle 129 on Reader Service Card
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• Reduces sway caused by wind, curves in the road, 
   and passing trucks
• Improves cornering traction and stability 
• Specifically designed to fit RV models
• 4140 chromium steel/polyurethane bushings
• Limited lifetime warranty

• Virtually eliminates tail wag caused by long  
   parabolic springs and extended rear overhang
• Fits most gas motorhomes
• Easy installation

• Applies the force needed to keep your  
   motorhome on course through bu�eting  
   crosswinds, uneven pavement, and passing trucks
• Stay in control in case of a blowout
• Exerts up to 270 lbs of pressure to keep your  
  coach in its lane

Blue Ox, Circle 102 on Reader Service Card
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WINNEBAGO JoUrney, ToUr, viA, viSTA, ForzA, SighTSeer, AdvenTUrer, AcceSS, oUTLooK, ASpecT, view, erA • COACHMEN PATHFINDER, CROSS COUNTRY, MIRADA, ENCOUNTER, PURSUIT, 

FreeLAnder, LeprechAUn, concord, priSm
, BrooKSTone, Freedom

 expreSS • FO
REST RIVER FORESTER, SUNSEEKER, LEXINGTON, SOLERA, SALEM

, CRUISE LITE, CEDAR CREEK, CARDINAL, COTTAGE, BLUE RIDGE, W
ILDCAT, VENGEANCE, HEM

ISPHERE, R-POD, SURVEYOR, EXTRALITE, 

V-CROSS, VIBE  COACH HOUSE pLATinUm, pLATinUm ii • RIVERSIDE whiTewATer, cLASSic & reTro • RENEGADE iKon, xpLorer, viLLAgio • GREAT WEST LEGEND SE, LEGEND EX  

2110 N. Tamiami Trail · Nokomis, FL 34275
(Between Sarasota and Venice on U.S. 41)
(941) 966-2182 · Toll Free 1-800-262-2182

940 Lakeland Park Center Drive (formerly Crevasse St.) 
Lakeland, FL 33809 (I-4 Exit 32) 
(863) 853-9177 · Toll-free 1-877-663-7506

E-mail: info@rvworldinc.com • Web site: www.rvworldinc.com
Turn your RV into $$$. Sell it. Consign it. Trade it. CALL MARK A. SANTANGELO AT 1-800-262-2182

ROADTREK

COACH HOUSE

COACH HOUSE

WINNEBAGO

WINNEBAGO COACHMENMIDWEST

RENEGADELEISURE TRAVEL

LEISURE TRAVEL

R.V. WORLD INC. OF NOKOMIS • R.V. WORLD OF LAKELAND

Two convenient Florida locations to serve you!
Please note: Not all brands are available at both locations. Please call!

Two convenient Florida locations to serve you!Two convenient Florida locations to serve you!Two convenient Florida locations to serve you!Two convenient Florida locations to serve you!Two convenient Florida locations to serve you!Two convenient Florida locations to serve you!Two convenient Florida locations to serve you!Two convenient Florida locations to serve you!

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1977
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GETAWAY

Seattle, Washington

By Mary Zalmanek

Biking, Sightseeing and Boat-Building 
in the Pacific Northwest

My husband, Jim, and I set off for Seattle, Washington, for 
two reasons: Jim wanted to learn how to build a kayak and I 
wanted to visit my niece, Dr. Caley Coulson. We arrived the 

day before Jim’s boat-building session began at the Skin Boat School 
in Anacortes, Washington. After setting up the motorhome with an 
electric hookup in a fi eld at the school, we drove our dinghy to Seattle 
to see Caley. We knew she would be a great tour guide. In the fi rst 
year of her residency, she won the University of Washington’s “Get 
a Life!” Challenge. Interns were encouraged to enjoy Seattle’s many 
attractions in their spare time. Of the 101 activities on the list, Caley 
completed 97 of them. She and her boyfriend, Bob Copeland, offered 
to show us their favorites. 

Since Caley and Bob are cycling enthusiasts, it wasn’t surprising 
that the fi rst stop on our agenda was Duthie Hill Mountain Bike Park 
in Issaquah. The 120-acre park in a lush evergreen forest contains 6 

miles of well-maintained cross-country mountain 
bike trails to satisfy people like me who like to ride 
with both wheels on the ground. For riders like 
Bob who want to go airborne, there are plenty of 
jumps, drops and skinnies (narrow above-ground 
boards) on the free-ride trails. Optional technical 
features on the cross-country trails allowed me 
to snap photos of Bob doing stunts I’d previously 
seen only on YouTube. 

On our way home, we stopped to watch the 
Snoqualmie River take an awe-inspiring 270-foot 
plunge off a ledge of volcanic rock. When Charles 
Hinckley Baker, a 23-year-old civil engineer, saw 
this same sight in the 1890s, he was inspired 
to build the world’s fi rst fully underground 
hydropower plant. The facility is still producing 
electricity more than a century later. The pic-
turesque Salish Lodge and Spa, a resort with 84 

Getting Around    Interstate 5 is the main highway running 
north to south through Seattle, and Interstate 90 runs east to west. When touring 
the downtown area, or taking the ferry to San Juan Island, it’s best to use your 
dinghy vehicle.

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
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rooms, sits above Snoqualmie Falls. 
That night, Jim returned to 

Anacortes to start building the kayak; I 
settled in with Caley. 

The next day we explored the city 
via bicycle. Since I’ve never been fond 
of biking that requires me to share the 
road with cars, I rode behind Bob on a 
tandem. From Caley’s apartment on 
Lake Washington, we rode downtown 
to the Seattle Aquarium, which sits 
on the waterfront. We arrived during 
one of three daily dive shows in the 
Windows on Washington Waters, a 
120,000-gallon exhibit. The reactions 
of the group of children watching the 
divers was almost as entertaining as 
watching the 800 fish and invertebrates 
on the wet side of the glass. Around 
the corner, we touched sea cucumbers 
and sea anemones in the Life on the 
Edge exhibit that mimics the coastal 
tide pools in the Puget Sound. In 
other parts of the aquarium, I was 
mesmerized by the graceful, almost 
hypnotic movements of the moon 
jellyfish. I learned more about the 
arduous journey salmon make from 
ocean to river, which made me vow not 
to complain about biking up Seattle’s 
hills. 

Before resuming our bike tour, we 
went to the nearby Pike Place Market, 
a 9-acre neighborhood market famous 
for fish, flowers and farm-fresh 
produce. Established in 1907 as one 

of the nation’s first farmers markets, 
it has expanded to offer locally made 
artisanal and specialty foods, and 
products imported from around the 
world. We paused to watch fishmon-
gers throw the catch of the day, then 
browsed the craft market with works 
of art from 225 craftspeople. While 
eating lunch at one of the restaurants 
overlooking Elliott Bay, we watched 
buskers entertain passersby on 
sidewalks, and boats coming and going 
on the water. 

Kerry Park provides a spectacular view of 
downtown Seattle and the Space Needle.

Above left: Caley Coulson rides through a lush evergreen forest in Duthie Hill Mountain Bike Park 
in Issaquah. Above right: The Snoqualmie River takes an awe-inspiring 270-foot plunge off a ledge 
of volcanic rock, site of the world’s first fully underground hydropower plant.

Boats that go from the Puget 
Sound to Lake Washington must pass 
through the Hiram M. Chittenden 
Locks, nicknamed the Ballard Locks. 
Built in 1911, they provide a passage 
from the salt water of Puget Sound to 
the fresh water of Lake Union and Lake 
Washington. I was impressed with the 
fish ladder that allows salmon to pass 
between fresh and salt water. Through 
glass panels below the water line, we 
watched the fish swim through the 
ladder. 

GETAWAY
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
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From top: Mary and Jim Zalmanek take 
the baidarka for its maiden voyage on Lake 
Washington. Jim builds the frame of his double 
baidarka (Aleutian kayak) at the Skin Boat 
School in Anacortes. Visitors watch salmon 
at the Ballard Locks fish ladder, which allows 
fish to pass between fresh and salt water.

Since we’d worked up an appetite 
biking around Seattle, we decided to 
reward ourselves with a nice dinner. 
We swapped the bikes for a car, and 
headed to FareStart Restaurant, a 
nonprofit that trains people who are 
down on their luck for jobs in the food 
service industry. It was Guest Chef 
Night at the restaurant and graduation 
for six of the people who had gone 
through the demanding 16-week 
training. While we were eating the 
delicious three-course meal designed 
by a local chef and prepared by the 
students, each graduate addressed the 
audience. One woman said, “Not only 
did FareStart teach me culinary arts 
skills, it taught me to be a better me.” 
Soon tears were dripping into my soup. 

The next morning, back at the Skin 
Boat School, Corey Freedman was 
teaching Jim and the other students 
how to build baidarkas (Aleutian 
kayaks) with techniques he’s mastered 
during the last 20-plus years. Arctic 
natives developed and refined skin-on-
frame boats over thousands of years. 
After Freedman studied authentic 
Aleutian methods and historically 
documented designs, he helped 
resurrect this lost art using modern 
materials. Since opening the Skin Boat 
School in 1990, he has helped students 
build more than 1,500 kayaks — fewer 

than 15 have been tandems. To my 
delight, Jim decided to build one with 
room for me. The frame is made of 
red-and-yellow cedar, bound together 
with ties of artificial sinew (waxed 
nylon), covered with ballistic nylon and 
coated with urethane. 

My knowledge of woodwork-
ing starts and ends with sandpaper, 
so I didn’t expect to be much use to 
Jim in boat building, but I offered my 
unskilled labor. Soon I found myself 
engrossed in the process. After the last 
urethane coat was applied, we needed 
to wait 48 hours to let it dry. 

We passed the afternoon in 
Deception Pass State Park. The pass 
is a narrow strait separating Whidbey 
Island from Fidalgo Island, where 
Anacortes is located. A picturesque 
bridge, 976 feet in length and 180 feet 
above the water, connects the two. The 
beach was crowded with fishermen, all 
of them happy with their catches, and 
for good reason. The 2013 estimate for 
pink humpy salmon returning to the 
Skagit River to spawn was 1.2 million.

We took an early ferry to Friday 
Harbor to visit Jim’s brother, Charlie, 
and his wife, Roxanna, on San Juan 
Island. As longtime residents of this 
island paradise, they helped us make 
the most of our visit. Our first stop 
was South Beach in San Juan Island 

National Historical Park. We walked 
along the pebble beach, admiring the 
piles of driftwood and listening to the 
sounds of sea gulls and waves lapping 
the shore. Next they took us to Lime 
Kiln Point State Park, a popular whale 
watching spot. The kayakers gliding 
by the lighthouse made us even more 
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* All program benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Terms & Conditions. ESP is available to U.S. residents only. Designed for the Good Sam Club by Affinity Brokerage, LLC. 
ADMH0498FEB15 GSP35870 - 1114

GoodSamESP.com 866-791-0498
PROTECT YOURSELF FROM HIGH REPAIR BILLS TODAY

CALL OR CLICK FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

REPAIR BILLS HAPPEN.
GOOD SAM MAKES THEM  
UNHAPPEN.

The Extended Service Plan pays to fix major repairs, guaranteed. 

Good at any repair facility • 2000+ Good Sam PREFERRED Providers 
Rates locked in from 3-7 years on new policies • Flexible payment options 

The backing of Good Sam – 100% satisfaction guarantee
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TEXAS-SIZED

VOGTRV.COM

SAVINGS AT VOGT RV

NEW JAYCO REDHAWK 29XKstk# 32026

THE BEST CLASS C BUY 

IN THE COUNTRY

TWO-YEAR FACTORY
WARRANTY

(800)678-4222

VOGT
RV CENTERS
U S A
VOGTRV.COM

35%

$56,988

OFF
MSRP

32” TV
Rear Vision System
High Gloss Fiberglass
Power Awning
Heated Holding Tanks

eager to get ours in the water. 
The next morning we had a 

leisurely breakfast at Roche Harbor, 
a resort community on the northwest 
side of the island, and Jim and Charlie 
played bocce ball while Roxanna and I 
browsed the local artisans’ booths. It 
was soon time for the early afternoon 
ferry to return us to the mainland. 

Back at the Skin Boat School, we 
picked up Jim’s beautiful, eye-catching 
kayak (I lost count of all the people who 
asked him about it in RV parks and 
parking lots). The next morning we were 
up at daybreak and eager to try out the 
kayak. We moved the motorhome to an 
RV park near Seattle, and launched the 
kayak from a beach on Lake Washington. 
Caley and Bob were there to cheer and 
snap photos. We soon found a comfort-
able rhythm and rowed along the shore, 
surprising nesting birds and waving to 
people on land. Our maiden voyage was 
a great success. 

We couldn’t leave Seattle without 
seeing three of the area’s most famous 
attractions. The Future of Flight 
Aviation Center and Boeing Tour offers 
the only public tour of a commercial 
jet assembly plant in North America. 
Even the building itself is impressive, 
the largest in the world by volume. We 
saw numerous airplanes (747s, 777s, 
and 787 Dreamliners) in various stages 
of assembly. 

The Space Needle is the symbol 
of Seattle. Built for the 1962 World’s 
Fair, the tower stands 605 feet high. 
Our elevator ride to the observation 
deck took 41 seconds. The must-see 
view from the top showcases many of 
the city’s best features: the downtown 
skyline, the Olympic and Cascade 
mountains, Elliott Bay and the sur-
rounding islands. 

Chihuly Garden and Glass sits next 
to the Space Needle. Dale Chihuly 
is a well-known glass sculptor. His 
large-scale blown-glass sculptures 
are exhibited in museums and hotels 
around the world. This facility includes 
the Exhibition Hall with eight unique 
galleries, the Glasshouse with a 100-
foot-long suspended sculpture, and the 
Garden with four huge sculptures and 
several installations nestled among 
the plants and flowers. 

Of the 101 items on the “Get a Life” 
List, we did 15. We included most of 
Caley’s favorites, with one notable 
exception — flying trapeze lessons at 
Emerald City Trapeze Arts. We’ll leave 
that to the younger generation. But we 
do look forward to knocking off another 
15 on our next visit to Seattle. 

 WHERE TO STAY
Lakeside RV Park 
800-468-7275, www.lakesidervpark.net

GETAWAY
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

The beach at Deception Pass State Park is crowed with fishermen hoping to catch some of the 1.2 
million pink humpy salmon returning to the Skagit River to spawn.
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FORT MYERS WILD
It’s no secret that Florida is a favorite motorhome destination, especially 

for snowbirds escaping wintery weather. But much of Florida has been over-
developed, leaving this tropical paradise smothered in high-rises and strip 
malls. One place where much of natural Florida is still intact is Fort Myers, 

an RV-friendly destination in southwest Florida that boasts unspoiled mangrove 
forests, saltwater wetlands, wildlife refuges, tropical gardens, nature trails, miles 
of winding canals and waterways and some fascinating history — and we’ve come 
to take a look. 

By Bobbie Hasselbring
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Bordered by the Gulf of Mexico to 
the west and the wide Caloosahatchee 
River to the north, the area encom-
passes a little less than 50 square 
miles (9 square miles under water). 
The land is fl at, with elevation gains of 
10 feet or less, and the roads are wide 
and well-paved, making it a breeze 
to drive a motorhome. All around are 
expansive stretches of pines, saw 
palmettos, woody shrubs, wild grasses 
and wildfl owers; freshwater marshes 
and mangroves; and coastal areas 
covered in hardy, salt- and wind-resis-
tant succulents and sea grasses.

While there are dozens of great 
places to camp in Fort Myers, we 
choose Red Coconut RV Park, the only 
beachside RV park in the area, as our 
home base. Like many RV parks in 
Florida, Red Coconut offers full-time 
and transient sites. The park is cut 
into beachside and non-beachside 
campsites by Estero Boulevard, the 
main road traversing narrow, 6-mile-
long Estero Island. It’s the 450 feet of 
pristine beachfront that draws RVers 
year after year to Red Coconut. The park 
offers 60 full-hookup sites with Wi-Fi, 
as well as shower and laundry facilities 
on the beachside and additional RV sites 
across the boulevard. 

While we didn’t secure a front-row 
beach site (folks can wait years for 

those), we’re just a few rows back in 
a space with a concrete-pad patio and 
picnic table. Best of all are the Gulf 
breezes and broad swath of white sand 
just a few steps away. 

Because Estero Island is a main 
beach access point for the peninsula 
and has only one road, traffi c can 
back up, especially on weekends. 
While most of Fort Myers is easy to 
navigate by motorhome, a dinghy is the 
best idea on the island. We use ours 
every morning to zip up to Heavenly 
Biscuit, a hole-in-the-wall café serving 
delightful biscuit sandwiches and 
addictive cinnamon rolls; stock up on 
groceries at the local supermarket; 
and shop super-cool, outdoorsy Times 
Square mall for colorful beach towels 
and hooded sweatshirts (some days it’s 
unseasonably cool).

Into the Wild
With its shops, white-sand beaches 
and easy-going lifestyle, it’s 
tempting to hang out on Estero 
Island. But we’ve come for the wilder 
side of Fort Myers. We head south 5 
miles on Estero Boulevard and over 
Bonita Beach Causeway to Lovers 
Key State Park. Before the causeway 
was built, Lovers Key gained a 
reputation as a romantic place for 
couples that boated to the island to 
picnic. Today, Lovers Key is  part of 
1,616 acres of undeveloped barrier 
islands with native landscape and 
plenty of fl at biking and hiking trails 
and sheltered waters for fi shing, 
canoeing and kayaking (rentals 
available). Park rangers give guided 
tours and teach everything from 
birding to cast-net throwing. 

While I wish we’d brought 
our bikes, (they’re back at the 

An RV-friendly destination in southwest Florida with untouched beaches, unparalleled wildlife  viewing and fascinating history 

Getting Here
Interstate 75 and U.S. Highway 41, 
which run north-south, are the major 
roads that traverse the Fort Myers area. 

FORT MYERS
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FORT MYERS WILD
An RV-friendly destination in southwest Florida with untouched beaches, unparalleled wildlife  viewing and fascinating history 

motorhome), we opt for hiking Black 
Island Trail, a twisty dirt path that 
wends through the scrub and occa-
sionally skirts the water, and enjoy the 
informative signs about local plants 
and wildlife. 

For an even wilder look at this area, 
we scoot over to Corkscrew Swamp 
Sanctuary, a 13,000-acre swamp 
operated by the Audubon Society that 
contains the largest remaining stand 
of old-growth bald cypress in North 
America. When we walk into the sanc-
tuary’s education center, there’s a 
buzz in the air because endangered 
wood storks, one of the largest of the 
magnifi cent stork family, are nesting 
here for the fi rst time since 2009. We 
head out, cameras at-the-ready, on the 
2.25-mile boardwalk that meanders 
through pine fl atwoods, wet prairie, 
around a marsh and fi nally into the 
old-growth bald cypress forest. These 

impressive trees, relatives of the 
redwood, tower 130 feet, have a girth of 
25 feet and their massive branches are 
heavy with ferns, mosses, lichens and 
colorful bromeliads. It’s a sight that 
makes us feel humbled by nature’s 
beauty and diversity. 

Halfway through the boardwalk, we 
climb onto a raised viewing platform 
and peer through the scope at the 
wood stork rookery. We’re disap-
pointed that the big birds and their 
nests are pretty far away, but this is, 
after all, a sanctuary. This perfect 
environment is why this place has 
supported 100,000 of the big birds 
since monitoring started in 1958. 

On our way back to the education 
center, there’s a sign that says “water 
moccasin.” And, sure enough, there’s 
a thick curled up snake snoozing in the 

crook of a tree next to the walkway. 
It sends a shiver up my spine and I’m 
grateful there’s a thick plexiglass 
barrier between this venomous water 
snake and me. 

The next morning, we’re up early 
to meet Captain Ryan Kane with 
Southern Instinct Fishing Charters for 
a half-day saltwater fi shing trip. Kane, 
a gregarious guy with a raccoon-eyed 
sunburn, has been fi shing the salt and 
fresh waters around Fort Myers his 
entire life. We scramble aboard his 
small, open-air Proline Flatback, a 
once-rotting derelict that he and his 
buddies restored and turned into a 
boat that can easily cruise the shallow 
Gulf waters. 

Kane fi res up the engine and 
motors through dozens of tiny 
islands into open water. Southwest 

A juvenile white ibis (its feathers haven’t molted to white) in Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary south of Fort 
Myers, stalks the water for prey. The sign at Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary identifi ed this snake as a 
water moccasin, a poisonous viper that lives in the swamp.

White pelicans stand guard on a small island in Pine Island Sound; civilization far in the distance.
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FORT MYERS WILD

Florida waters are renowned for fi sh, 
especially snook, redfi sh, speckled 
trout and the famous fi ghter, the 
tarpon. Our prize today is speckled 
trout and it doesn’t take long once 
Kane baits our lines to start reeling 
in these little beauties. Unfortunately, 
most are too little and we toss them 
back. We do bag a couple and, at 
dinner in our rig, enjoy some of the 
freshest fi sh we’ve ever eaten. 

The next morning, on our way to 
Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve, 
we stop at Sun Harvest, a popular 
citrus company that offers free (and 
unlimited) samples of uber-fresh 
orange, grapefruit, and other fruits and 
juices. We get hooked on the orange 
juice and buy a gallon as well as some 
oranges and grapefruit. 

With lakes and swamps fi lled with 
gators and cypress trees dripping with 
epiphytes like orchids and bromeliads 
and Spanish moss, Six Mile Slough is 
an otherworldly Jurassic Park. Despite 
a low din from nearby traffi c, the 
place is so peaceful we fi nd ourselves 
whispering. At one time, wetlands like 
Six Mile were considered a nuisance to 
progress. Fortunately, scientists now 

know that marshlands provide fl ood 
control, water storage and purifi cation, 
and naturally recharge aquifers.

We’d planned to spend only an hour 
or so walking the 1.2-mile boardwalk 
that traverses this 2,500-acre 
preserve, but the white ibis, snake-like 
anhingas, and great blue and little 
green herons have us snapping photos 
for hours. 

The next day it’s chilly and despite 
all the preserves and natural areas we 
have visited, we have yet to encounter 
manatees, the area’s legendary “sea 
cows.” I ask a fellow RVer at Red 
Coconut RV Park and he tells us that 
when the water temperatures drop 
below 68 degrees Fahrenheit, the big 
animals head for warm waters like 
those found in Lee County Manatee 
Park.

Located just off Palm Beach 
Boulevard (FL 80), Manatee Park is a 
small park next to the Orange River 
and the outfl ow canal from an electric 
power plant. It’s the warm outfl ow 
water that attracts the manatees and 
the dozens of residents and visitors 
who cram spots overlooking the canal. 
A dozen or so of the 1,000-pound, 

grayish mammals, including some 
babies, fl oat in the water, rising and 
sinking like gigantic dirigibles. The 
naturalist tells us that manatees, 
despite their size, have little body 
fat, which is why they can’t fend off 
the cold. Today’s temperature in the 
Orange River is 64 degrees Fahrenheit; 
in the canal it’s a toasty 72 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Inventions, Historic Homes 
and Juicy Burgers
For a change of pace, we head to historic 
downtown Fort Myers, a walkable 
town that’s home to the Edison & Ford 
Winter Estates. The city is known as the 
City of Palms for the many palm trees 
that Thomas Edison (and later others) 
planted along the streets. 

In 1885, inventor Thomas Edison 
purchased land along the Caloosa-
hatchee River and built a vacation home 
he called “Seminole Lodge.” The house 
served as his winter retreat until his 
death in 1931. His good friend Henry 
Ford purchased the adjoining property, 
“The Mangoes,” in 1916. Today, the 17 
acres that include the historic homes, 
gardens, museum and Edison’s labo-

The Intracoastal Waterway offers calm waters 
and great fi shing. It’s a keeper! This brown trout 
caught in Pine Island Sound just off Fort Myers, 
Florida, was big enough to enjoy for dinner.

Thomas Edison’s lab at Edison & Ford Winter 
Estates still contains many of his machines and 
lab equipment. An early fi lm projector at the 
Edison & Ford Winter Estates Museum is one of 
Edison’s thousands of inventions.
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ratories, give visitors a rare look at the 
slower pace of Old Florida and insights 
into the lives of two famous men who 
shaped modern America. 

We walk beneath a 400-foot-tall 
banyan tree (planted in 1927 as a 
4-foot sapling) into the Edison Museum 
where artifacts and photographs tell 
the story of the great inventor’s many 
projects. We learn that Edison invented 
the light bulb, phonograph, and the 
motion picture camera and hundreds 
of other innovations. In fact, he held 
1,093 patents and filed patents every 
year for 65 years. 

Edison’s laboratory, located just 
outside the museum, is where the 
self-taught scientist searched for a 
replacement for natural rubber to fill 
America’s growing demand for tires. 
The intact workshop is filled with 
pipettes, test tubes and all manner of 
heavy machines.

We meet Nadia, a historian and 
our guide for a 75-minute guided tour. 
We cross the palm-lined street to 
Seminole Lodge and peer through the 
windows of Edison’s clapboard house. 
When Mrs. Nina Edison, his second 
wife, donated the home and land, 
Nadia tells us, she also donated all 
the furnishings and artifacts, too. Next 
door, at Ford’s home, we check out 

the 1917 Ford Model-T truck and 1929 
Model-A sedan in the carriage house.

The grounds and gardens are fas-
cinating as well. Our guide points out 
unusual plants from all over the world, 
like allspice, banana trees and royal 
palms from Cuba that Edison planted 
along the city’s streets. 

By the time we end our tour, we’re 
famished and wander downtown to 
a local eatery appropriately called 
Ford’s Garage. Decorated with garage 
memorabilia, including tire sinks and 
gas-pump-nozzle faucets, this theme 
restaurant is buzzing with locals and 
visitors. As we sit outside at a small 
umbrella table and tuck into big, juicy 
burgers, we know Fort Myers is worth 
visiting more than once. 

Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary
239-348-9151, www.corkscrew.audubon.org

Edison & Ford Winter Estates
239-334-7419,  
www.edisonfordwinterestates.org

Lee County Visitor & Convention Bureau
800-237-6444, www.fortmyers-sanibel.com

Lovers Key State Park
239-463-4588,  
www.floridastateparks.org/loverskey

Red Coconut RV Park
239-463-7200, www.redcoconut.com

For More Information

Bald cypress, a deciduous conifer that loses 
its vibrant green color in the winter, stand in 
the swamps at Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary. 
Raised boardwalks provide a 2.25-mile-loop trail 
through the sanctuary.

Viewing platforms fill with young and old alike hoping to see manatees at Manatee Park.
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NORTH TO ALASKA:

A 5,000-MILE JOURNEY 
TO THE LAST FRONTIER 

Alaska, here we come! After 10 days on the road (from Mile 0 of the 
Alaska Highway in British Columbia to Dawson City, Yukon Territory), 
my husband, Arjun, and I can’t wait to cross the border and see some of 
Alaska’s most iconic locations: Fairbanks, Denali, Anchorage and Homer.

By Neela Bhagat

Day 11: Dawson City, Yukon Territory, 
to Chicken, Alaska (109 miles)
It’s a 30-minute ride on the George 
Black Ferry across the Yukon River, and 
once we’re across it, we’re on the road 
said to be the roughest and toughest of 
the trip. Going to Chicken is not for the 
chicken-hearted. Devoid of any services, 
we fi lled up before leaving Dawson City, 
and start climbing a long and winding, 
dusty gravel road known as the Sixty 
Mile region. Gold was discovered here 
in 1896. Starting as a pack trail in 1902, 
it then became a wagon trail and in 
1951 rebuilt as the Top of the World 
Highway (also known as Taylor Highway 
and Yukon Highway 9).

We have 109 miles to go and most 
of the road is rough dirt with mud, 
loose gravel, pot holes, washboard 
surfaces, frost heaves, hairpin bends 

The Second Leg — Dawson City, Yukon Territory, to Homer, Alaska

and steep grades — a real challenge for 
motorhome drivers. Our speed drops to 
a slow 5 mph to 25 mph.

The landscape is tundra-like, 
almost treeless, with mountains and 
rolling hills. A sense of isolation exists 
here and the possibility of a fl at tire or 
damaged suspension is worrisome. 
Barely two lanes wide, the road is under 
constant repair. Occasionally, huge 
multiwheeler trucks carrying heavy 
loads of rock pass us at high speed, 
uncomfortably close. Unfortunately, a 
large stone breaks loose from one, hits 
and badly cracks our windshield.

Passing several abandoned cabins 
along this lonely road, we arrive at the 
Little Gold Creek border station. The 
border crossing is open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
from May 15 until late September or 
October, depending on the weather. 

There’s no phone service here, so check 
before leaving Dawson City.

We’ve crossed into Alaska at last! 
Our total miles covered since Mile 0 is 
1,272 miles. We set our watches back 
one hour. A cold, gusty wind blows and 
we take a short lunch break inside our 
motorhome and admire the breathtak-
ing “top-of-the-world” views stretching 
out forever in every direction. 

The road continues to be challeng-
ing. Seventy miles after the border 
crossing, we pass an old log cabin, 
Boundary Lodge, one of the fi rst 
roadhouses in Alaska. Nearing Chicken, 
the road narrows, deteriorating rapidly 
as we negotiate several hairpin bends, 
pass tiny downtown Chicken, before 
entering Chicken Gold Camp (520-413-
1480, www.chickengold.com). Well laid 
out with full hookups, a restaurant and 
gift shop, Mike and Lou Busby have 
been the owners for 35 years. 

A huge, gray dredge is the central 
attraction. At an outdoor pavilion 
near the dredge, Mike tells us about 
Old Pedro Dredge, built in 1938. He 

32  MotorHome  February 2015   

MH1502-Alaska part 2.indd   12/2/14   10:09 AM   - 32 -    (Cyan)MH1502-Alaska part 2.indd   12/2/14   10:09 AM   - 32 -    (Magenta)MH1502-Alaska part 2.indd   12/2/14   10:09 AM   - 32 -    (Yellow)MH1502-Alaska part 2.indd   12/2/14   10:09 AM   - 32 -    (BlacK)



Ph
ot

os
: N

ee
la

 a
nd

 A
rju

n 
Bh

ag
at

Part II Overview
We logged 971.5 miles on our 
two-week journey from Dawson City, 
Yukon Territory, to Homer, Alaska, 
including multiday stays in Fairbanks, 
Denali and Anchorage. 

HOMER

The Second Leg — Dawson City, Yukon Territory, to Homer, Alaska

CHICKEN

bought it in 1998 for $1, and moved the 
giant here in one piece. It’s now in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
Although not used anymore, the Busbys 
insist there’s still plenty of gold in the 
area, and have gold-panning facilities 
for anyone wanting to try their luck. 

Gold was discovered here in 1886, 
and the town grew rapidly. With food 
being sometimes scarce, the residents 
hunted a bird called ptarmigan, which 
tasted like chicken. In 1902, the town 
was ready to be incorporated, but didn’t 
have a name. The town’s people wanted 
to call it Ptarmigan, but couldn’t agree 
on the spelling, so eventually, they 
settled on Chicken. Today, fewer than 
10 residents live here year-round and 
brave the winter. 

Day 12: Chicken to Tok (78.3 miles)
On the road again, and still on the 
Taylor/Top of the World Highway, we 
head west to Tok. Not unexpectedly, we 
encounter broken blacktop, pot holes 
and steep, winding grades, but we’re 
amply compensated with majestic views 
of the Alaska Range. 

We cross Mosquito Fork Bridge and 
Fortymile Wild and Scenic River. Signs 
alert us that we have entered one of 
the largest caribou crossing areas. The 
Taylor Highway ends at a T-junction and 
we turn west (right), to rejoin the Alaska 
Highway, (now Route 2). 

Entering Tok, called “the gateway 
to Alaska,” we fill up with fuel, happily 
noting the cheaper U.S. gas prices and 
check in at Tok RV Village, (800-478-
5878, www.tokrv.net). Our gas receipt 

allows for a free wash of our coach 
and dinghy, and it becomes a party as 
the entire Adventure Caravans group 
washes each other’s rigs.

Tok RV Village has a high Good Sam 
rating of 9/10/9.5, with 161 partially 
wooded, full-service sites. The park will 
hold mail if you’re reserved here, and a 
packet from home awaits us. It’s time to 
relax and the group gathers for dinner 
next door at Fast Eddy’s.

Day 13: Tok to Fairbanks (206 miles)
Leaving the RV park and turning onto 
Alaska Highway Route 2, feels like 
we’re back in the Lower 48 — this is a 
real road! Crossing the Johnson River 
Bridge, we’re treated to a marvelous 
view of Mount McKinley. 

Delta Junction, at historic Mile 
1422, is situated near the confluence 
of the Delta and Tanana rivers, and is 
the official end of the Alaska Highway. 
(The Richardson Highway to Fairbanks 
begins here.) The Tourist Informa-
tion Center is the perfect place to take 
photos that say, “We did it!” We buy 
souvenirs and postcards to send home, 
and a sticker that reads, “I Survived the 
End of the Alaska Highway!” to proudly 
paste on our motorhome. 

On the Richardson Highway heading 
southeast to Fairbanks, we pass a cow 

moose feeding in a roadside pond. 
It’s lunchtime, so we stop at the 

1910 Rika’s Landing Roadhouse on the 
banks of the Tanana River. We order a 
soup and sandwich at the Packhouse 
Restaurant, then tour the gardens and 
house (now a museum). There’s a great 
view of the Big Delta Bridge and the 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline from here.

Fourteen miles southeast of 
Fairbanks, we take a detour to the 
town of North Pole, with streets named 
Santa Claus Lane and St. Nicholas 
Drive. A colossal Santa stands visible 
from the road. Decked out year-round 
for Christmas, Santa Claus House 
(www.santaclaushouse.com) sells a 
marvelous assortment of Christmas 
ornaments, apparel and collectibles. 
Letters from children around the world 
are on display; their hopes, wishes and 
sometimes-long lists of presents asked 
from Santa, are touching. One said, 
“Dear Mrs. Claus, thank you for having 
such an awesome husband.” 

Reaching Fairbanks, we check in at 
River’s Edge RV Park (800-770-3343, 
www.riversedge.net/fairbanks-rv-park), 
a highly rated full-service campground. 

Fairbanks is a good place to have 
some problems fixed on our rig. We 
need to replace two front tires, which 
were damaged while traveling the 

Visitors learn about the Alaskan mushing lifestyle at Trail Breaker Kennels in Fairbanks. 
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Top of the World Highway, and a front 
suspension alignment. The cracked 
windshield will have to wait. 

Day 14: Fairbanks
Early the next day we’re bussed to 
Steamboat Landing, a replica gold-
rush-era port on the Chena River. We 
board the sternwheeler Discovery III 
(www.riverboatdiscovery.com), a pe-
riod-style vessel owned and operated by 
the Binkley family for fi ve generations. 

We watch a fl oatplane demonstra-
tion as the sternwheeler takes us on 
a leisurely three-hour cruise. Pausing 
at Trail Breaker Kennels, home of the 
late internationally acclaimed Susan 
Butcher, her husband Dave Monson 
tells the touching story of Granite, the 
runt of the litter. With Susan’s loving 
care, he became an Iditarod champion. 
Susan was a four-time winner of the 
1,100-mile Iditarod, and the fi rst person 
to reach Mount McKinley’s summit with 
a dog team. 

Stopping at the Chena Indian Village, 
we learn about the ancient Athabascan 
culture and lifestyle. We take a tour of 
a typical native village with spruce log 
cabins and an authentic birch canoe. 
Animal pelts are used to make warm 
clothing, and our guide, Janessa, models 
a beautiful, ultra-warm winter parka. 

Farther downstream, we see the 
“wedding of the rivers.” The clear 
Chena’s waters, and the silt-laden, 
grayish glacial-melt waters of the 
Tanana, called Glacial Flower, join and 
fl ow alongside for some distance before 
merging into one. 

Back at Steamboat Landing, the 
group returns to the RV park and then 
heads to the Pump House Restaurant, 

next door, for a sumptuous lunch. Back 
on the bus, we’re off for an up-close 
look at the Trans-Alaska Pipeline. 

Boarding a replica narrow-gauge 
Tanana Valley Railroad car, we ride 
to Gold Dredge 8 while the conductor 
entertains us with gold-rush stories. 
After a review of how the dredge works, 
we try our hand at panning and fi nd tiny 
slivers of gold. When weighed, we’re 
$24 richer — enough to buy a couple of 
bags of food for our dog Reggie! After 
complimentary coffee and fresh-baked 
cookies, we reboard the rail cars back 
to the bus and the campground.

Day 15: Fairbanks
Day two in Fairbanks, and the bus takes 
us to the University of Alaska Museum 
of the North. Its displays focus on the 
Arctic people’s history, animals and 
lifestyle, including the geological and 
archaeological past. 

At the Ice Museum, we watch an ice-
carving demonstration. In a large room 
(kept below freezing and lit with colored 
lights), there are ice-carving displays: 
Eskimos, a log cabin, dog sleds with 
dogs, bears and more. It’s cold and 
we’re glad to get outside into the sun.

In the evening, we’re booked at 
Pioneer Park for its famous Alaska 
Salmon Bake buffet dinner. Salmon, 
prime rib and beer-battered Bering Sea 
cod are all cooked to perfection. After 
strolling through gift shops, at 8:15 p.m. 
we attend a show at the Palace Theatre. 
The “Golden Heart Revue” entertains us 
with hilarious stories about the colorful 
characters of the early gold-rush era.

Day 16: Fairbanks to Coldfoot (day trip)
At 8 a.m., Arjun and I board a small 

Air Arctic plane and fl y about 250 
miles north along the Brooks Range to 
Coldfoot, 63.5 miles north of the Arctic 
Circle. Then a van takes us from the 
tiny airport to Wiseman, a community 
of about 14 people. Local resident 
Jack Reakoff welcomes us into his 
solar-powered log home and describes 
their self-reliant lifestyle. They hunt 
for meat and grow vegetables during 
the long days of short summers, then 
store them for winter in their basement 
freezer, dug deep into the permafrost. 
Outhouses and pit toilets are the norm. 
Imagine using them during the bitterly 
cold minus-70-degree winters!

After our tour of Wiseman, we 
return to Coldfoot Airport and board the 
plane back to Fairbanks. 

Day 17: Fairbanks
Today we head 62 miles northeast to 
the famous Chena Hot Springs Resort 
(www.chenahotsprings.com). Fed 
by its own geothermal system, the 
water circulates 3,000 feet or more, 
deep underground, and sucks up the 
earth’s heat and minerals. It resurfaces 
through cracks and fractures. This 
is a great place to relax in the warm, 
soothing waters. 

Day 18: Fairbanks to Denali (110 miles)
Leaving the RV park early, we drive 
through steeply graded terrain, then 

Motorhomes and cars are only allowed on the 
fi rst 15 miles into Denali National Park. Visitors 
who want to go deep into the park, for views 
like this, need to take a shuttle or tour bus.
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cross the Tanana River Bridge. At 3,300 
feet, it’s the longest bridge in Alaska. 
When the weather changes, the bridge 
squeaks as it expands and contracts. 

The road runs along the pictur-
esque Nenana River Valley, and we 
see rubber rafts negotiating the swift 
rapids through the deep gorge. We 
enter Denali RV Park (907-683-1500, 
www.denalirvpark.com), a full-service 
campground and our home for the next 
two nights. Unhooking our dinghy, we 
visit the National Park and then dine at 
the Lucky Miss Saloon, a cozy fi reside 
restaurant in Denali Village. 

Day 19: Denali National Park and 
Preserve (bus tour)
At 6:30 a.m. we board the bus for a 
13-hour, 92-mile tour deep into the 
heart of Denali National Park and 
Preserve. Embracing 6 million acres, 
it is huge. It’s also cloudy, rainy and 
foggy, and the chance of seeing Mount 
McKinley isn’t very good. McKinley’s two 
summits rise above the Denali Fault. 
This colossal granite mass, pushed up 
about 60 million years ago, has its own 
weather, so most of the time there’s 
only a 30 percent chance of seeing it. 

Regardless of the bad weather, 
visitors line up to enter the park. Only 
the fi rst 15 miles are drivable for private 
vehicles. Shuttle or tour buses can go 
deep into the park. Wet and foggy, with 
steep gorges on either side, the road is 
narrow and intimidating. Our windows 
get caked with mud, and our driver, 
David, stops frequently to wash them. 

The rain eases and we disembark 
for an incredible view of Polychrome 
Pass from the Mile 46 overlook. The 
mountain, sculpted with layers of mul-
ticolored rock and soil, resembles a 
painting. Reaching the Eielson Visitor 
Center at Mile 66, we stop for a tour 

and movie, “Climbing Mount McKinley.” 
The 2014 climbing season saw 1,204 
attempts with a summit rate of 36 
percent. 

Originally a tent facility, the center 
is named after pioneer Alaskan aviator 
Carl Ben Eielson, a bush pilot who fl ew 
the fi rst airmail service from Fairbanks 
to McGrath in four hours, a distance 
that took dog sleds 20 days to cover. 

Deep inside the park, at Mile 92, the 
road ends at Kantishna, a former gold-
mining town. After lunch at the Denali 
Backcountry Lodge, the bus takes 
us back on the same road. An expert 
spotter, David stops often, and points 
out grizzlies with cubs and caribou, 
including a bull with enormous antlers.

Day 20: Denali
Today we’re going white-water rafting 
on the Nenana River. At the Denali 
Outdoor Center we don cold-water 
survival suits, zip up from toe to neck, 
put on helmets and attend a safety ori-
entation. Then off we go! Down at the 
river we get into the raft and strap up 
for a tumbling 11-mile ride along the 
rapids. Dwarfed by lofty canyon walls, 
the turbulent water rushes us along. It’s 
an unforgettable experience! 

Day 21: Denali to Anchorage (242.1 
miles)
As we head to Anchorage, we turn right 
onto the Parks Highway 3 south and 
the weather clears, giving way to cobalt 
blue skies. We pass Hurricane Gulch 
Bridge and then stop at a double-ended 
pullout on the right for awesome views 
of Mount McKinley.

By afternoon, the scene has 

changed. We’re back in civilization 
and its traffi c lights, road repairs and 
people. At Mile 199, we drive through 
Wasilla, on to a divided four-lane 
highway and merge onto Alaska 
Highway 1 to Anchorage and check 
in at the spacious, full-service Golden 
Nugget RV Park (800-449-2012, www
.goldennuggetcamperpark.com)

Day 22: Anchorage
Anchorage is the state’s largest city. We 
visit the Alaska Native Heritage Center, 
a showcase of Alaska’s tribal history 
and artifacts from the Alutiiq, Tlingit, 
Haida, Tsimshian and Athabascan 
cultures. Artists skillfully create tradi-
tional crafts and jewelry. The fi ne-art 
gallery features displays of native 
artwork unique to their culture. 

The world-class Anchorage 
Museum at Rasmuson Center, located 
downtown, is one of Alaska’s Top 10 
visitor attractions. Exhibits include the 
Alaska Gallery, Alaska Native Culture, 
the Imaginarium Discovery Center and 
600 rare Alaskan artifacts on loan from 
the Smithsonian Institution. 

An evening dinner and show is 
arranged for us at the Alaska Wild Berry 
Park and Theater. Inside the Wild Berry 
Store, a chocolate fountain cascades 20 
feet into a chocolate pool. The company 
also makes jams, jellies, candy and 
other goodies, which customers can 
watch through large viewing windows.

Next door is the Sourdough Mining 

At Chena Indian Village, our guide, Janessa, 
shows us a typical cold-weather parka and 
headdress used by native Alaskans.

Some of the 
wildlife we 
encountered on 
this leg of our 
journey included 
a cow (female) 
moose, an eagle 
in its nest and a 
grizzly bear. 

and movie, “Climbing Mount McKinley.” 

Originally a tent facility, the center 
is named after pioneer Alaskan aviator 
Carl Ben Eielson, a bush pilot who fl ew 

changed. We’re back in civilization 
and its traffi c lights, road repairs and 
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Co. Restaurant. Resembling an old 
mill house, it’s decorated with historic 
mining photos and mounted wildlife. 
Seated at long wooden tables, we’re 
served Alaskan chowder, barbecued 
ribs, steak and chicken. Finally, there’s 
an unlimited ice-cream bar.

Dinner done, we walk to a rustic 
cabin next door where Dusty Sourdough 
entertains us with songs, recites poetry 
and tells stories about the pioneer days. 

Day 23: Anchorage to Homer (226.1 
miles)
On Seward Highway 1 South, (Alaska 
Routes 1 and 9), we’re heading to the 
Kenai Peninsula and Homer. The road 
along Turnagain Arm and Cook Inlet 
extends from Anchorage to Portage 
Glacier, and is considered one of the 
world’s most scenic drives. Flanked by 
the 3,000-foot-high Chugach Mountains 
on the left, and the 4-mile-wide Cook 
Inlet on the right, it is an unforgettable 
driving experience. 

We take time to enjoy the drive 
and views of the Kenai Mountains. The 
scenery is a feast for the eyes.  

At Girdwood Junction, a 60-
passenger tram transports visitors to 
the summit of Mount Alyeska and the 
Alyeska Resort, a premier ski resort. 
At 2,300 feet, views from the observa-
tion deck are incredible. The vastness 
seems to go on forever.

This is beauty at a price! It’s a 
high-risk earthquake region. During the 
severe 9.2 magnitude 1964 Good Friday 
earthquake, Girdwood dropped about 
8 feet and was later relocated to its 
present location.

About 47 miles south of Anchorage, 
the 140-acre Alaska Wildlife Conser-
vation Center provides treatment for 
injured and orphaned wildlife. The wood 
bison, once thought to be extinct, are a 
major attraction here.

From the Kenai Information Center, 
we turn toward Portage Glacier and 
Whittier Tunnel, then cross the isthmus 
separating Kenai Peninsula from the 
rest of south-central Alaska.

Surrounded by unspoiled forests 
and lakes, we continue along the 150-
mile-long, 70-mile-wide peninsula, 
bordered on the east by the Gulf of 

Alaska and on the west by the Cook 
Inlet. Our destination is Homer Spit, an 
ancient glacial moraine. Fierce winter 
storms and violent waves would have 
washed this fragile land strip away 
eons ago if humans hadn’t intervened 
by constructing protective, sturdy 
rock fortifi cations. The deep-water 
harbor provides safe anchorage during 
turbulent weather.

Turning right onto Sterling Highway 
Route 1, toward Homer, bright purple 
fi reweeds and white cow parsnips 
grow profusely along the roadside. 
Reaching Ninilchik Village, which 
means “peaceful settlement by a river,” 
we park our coach at the overlook and 
drive our dinghy to the Holy Assumption 
of the Virgin Mary Russian Orthodox 
Church. (The road is narrow, so do not 
take the RV.) Built in 1895, the church 
with traditional Russian onion-shaped 
domes is a national historic landmark. 

Anchor Point, Mile 206.7, is the most 
westerly point in the North American 
Highway system. We stop for a view of 
the Aleutian Range and Homer Spit. 
Homer’s scenery, relaxed atmosphere 
and many activities draw visitors form 
around the world here. Fishing and 
boating tops most people’s list.

Homer is known as the halibut 
fi shing capital of the world, and 
catching a big one is every fi sherman’s 
dream. This large, fl at, bottom-feeder, 
with both its eyes on the same side of 
its head, is prized for its size and tasty 
fl esh. Charter boats with experienced 
guides make this an unforgettable 
adventure, with thrilling fi shing tales to 
take home.

After an incredibly scenic drive, 
we arrive at Oceanview RV Park (907-
235-3951, www.oceanview-rv.com) and 
settle in to our site. 

Day 24: Homer
Today it’s lunch at the Saltry Restaurant 
in Halibut Cove. To get there, we’re 
booked on the Danny J ferry, and arrive 

White-water rafting on the Nenana River was 
an unforgettable and exhilarating experience. 
In Fairbanks, we watched a fl oatplane demon-
stration along the Chena River.
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at 11:30 a.m. First we must descend 
down a steep fl oating ramp. It’s low 
tide, but the ramp will rise 25 to 30 feet 
at high tide. The sea is slightly choppy 
and fortunately I remembered to take 
my motion-sickness pill. Our boat crew 
is Elsa and Sydney.

The Danny J, an exclusive ferry 
service for the Saltry Restaurant, starts 
up and we chug through Kachemak 
Bay into Halibut Cove, for a 6-mile 
trip. Halibut Cove evolved from a 
sleepy fi shing village into a delightful 
community with attractive homes 
clinging to the wooded hillside. Peaceful 
and inviting, it’s a magnet for artists 
who have built galleries along the 
water, connected by a boardwalk.

In the lagoon, we spot seals, sea 
otters and puffi ns. On several rocky 
outcrops, thousands of nesting gulls 
squabble and feed their young.

In the horizon, we see a line of 
glaciated active volcanoes, and our 
guides tell us that Mount Redoubt 
could blow any time. Docking at Saltry 
Restaurant, we climb another ramp 
to an outdoor seating area. Open only 
during summer, reservations are 
essential. For starters, we order a 
seafood sampler tray, then Arjun has a 
buffalo burger and I have the halibut. 

After lunch, we stroll along the 
boardwalk to the artist’s colony.  

Day 25: Homer
Taking a 14-mile drive along North 
Fork Road Loop, we climb high into the 
hills for a view of the spit, the volcanic 
mountain range and the glaciers. Then 
we explore the Pratt Museum and 
Homer’s historic town center. 

It’s time to head back to Oceanview 
RV Park for an expertly prepared 
Adventure Caravans cookout. At 10 
p.m., it’s still sunny, so we head back 
into town. High up in a tree, we spot an 
eagle’s nest and snap photos of this 
magnifi cent bird. 

It’s time to say goodbye Homer, but 
we’re still only about halfway through 
our great journey in days and miles 
(23 days and roughly 2,200 miles). 
Tomorrow we head for Seward, Alaska, 
and Part III of our adventure. 
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Dutch Star 4369

TEST  N E W M A R  D U T C H  S T A R  4 3 6 9

With a good fl oorplan, quality construction, attractive décor and the ability to custom select 
many of the options and accessories, this Newmar coach targets discerning buyers

The Dutch Star has always 
been one of Newmar’s best-sell-
ing coaches, offering a selection 

of features at an attractive price. This 
year, the coachbuilder has stepped it up 
with a restyled Dutch Star packed with 
features and amenities. There are 13 
fl oorplans in this lineup, ranging from 
37-foot single rear-axle designs up 
through 43-foot-plus tag-axle coaches. 
The model 4369 we tested is one of the 
longest, with high-line livability in a 
bath-and-a-half confi guration.

Exterior
The Seville MasterPiece full-body paint 
on this Dutch Star is fi tted with Diamond 
Shield front cap fi lm to protect the paint 
from stone chips and other damage. 

Polished aluminum wheels and chrome 
trim panels help accent the beautiful 
paint. Frameless tinted fl ush windows 
and a Girard G2000 power awning built 
into the roof fascia make for a stream-
lined appearance with minimal wind 
noise. Side-hinged basement compart-
ment doors give easy access to the 
cargo area and a keyless entry system 
handles the electric locks on the entry 
and basement compartment doors. An 
outside entertainment center places 
a 40-inch Sony LED TV and sound bar 
in the slideout, and a large Dometic 
portable refrigerator/freezer is mounted 
on a slide tray in the patio area to ensure 
that cold beverages are always handy.

The redesigned rear cap sports LED 
taillights and a fl ip-up engine access 

cover with an LED third brakelight. A 
chrome-accented stone guard is hung 
below the 10,000-pound-rated hitch 
receiver to help protect a dinghy vehicle 
from stone chips. A spoiler diverts 
airfl ow passing over the roof down to 
the rear cap, helping to reduce the dust 
buildup common to diesel pushers. A 
rearview camera is placed beneath the 
defl ector to provide a feed to the color 
monitor on the instrument panel, and 
a pair of front cowl-mounted sideview 
cameras are also connected to that 
monitor and are automatically actuated 
via the turn signals.

 
Cockpit Area
The cockpit is well-designed for ease 
of access to the controls when driving. 
The instrument panel is laid out in the 
traditional three-gauge cluster fashion 

ABOVE: Polished aluminum wheels and frameless windows complement the full-body paint. Clear fi lm protects the front cap from stone damage.

By Mark Quasius
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N E W M A R  D U T C H  S T A R  4 3 6 9
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WARDROBE

SHOWER

CHEST OF DRAWERS

PANTRY FRIDGE

HIDE-A-LEAF DINETTE

TV ON POWERLIFT

SOFA

TV

WARDROBE OR
WASH/DRY

and the left-side console contains 
the transmission interface panel and 
rocker switches essential for vehicle 
control while driving. The parking 
brake is placed on the dash to the left 
of the instrument cluster. This is an 
easy-to-access location for the driver, 
yet prevents pets from accidentally 
stepping on it and releasing the brake 
if it were mounted on the side console, 
like many are. All of the rocker 
switches that control the shades, lights 
and other accessories are placed in a 
row at the bottom of the dash to the 
right of the driver. This allows easy 
access by either the driver or copilot. 
Immediately above these switches are 
the rear and sideview camera monitor 
and the entertainment and GPS 
navigation system. The Smart Wheel 
contains push-button controls for the 
windshield wipers, cruise control and 
the ICC and headlight fl asher. The 
heated, six-way power cockpit seats 
swivel to face the interior for extra 
seating when in camp.

Living Area
The 4369 has a large full-wall slide 
that extends along the driver’s side. 
There are also two opposing slides 
on the passenger side. The interior is 
fi nished in the Cordova décor package 
with Carmel Glazed Cherry cabinets. 
The glazed-tile fl oor is a perfect 
complement to the woodwork and 
cabinetry and adds an attractive look. 
The soft-touch vinyl ceiling is fi tted 
with hardwood ceiling treatments that 
contain the air-conditioning discharge 
and return vents. These louvered 
panels are hinged to allow access to 
the intake fi lters for cleaning and allow 
for whisper-quiet airfl ow. Additional 
louvered panels are placed over the 
Fan-Tastic Vent ceiling fans to dress 
them up. Recessed LED fi xtures in 
the ceiling provide bountiful light with 
less power draw and heat compared to 
quartz incandescent lighting.

The slideout ends are fi tted with 
recessed mood lighting, which is placed 
behind translucent panels within the 
woodwork. MCD power daytime and 
privacy shades are used throughout 
the living areas and a wireless remote 

controller is attached to the wall via 
hook-and-loop fasteners so it can 
be removed and used as a handheld 
remote if desired. 

The main salon is equipped with 
a pair of comfortable recliners and a 
moveable end table. On the driver’s 
side, a large sofa bed is positioned in 
front of the 48-inch Sony LED TV, which 
is mounted on a powered lift. When 
raised, the TV is in perfect viewing 
position for the two opposing recliners. 
A Winegard TRAV’LER automatic dish 
mounted to the roof provides satellite 
TV reception with the appropriate 
receivers or DVRs. This is a nice ar-
rangement when the slides are out, but 
the extended curved couch cushion, 
combined with the TV behind the couch, 
makes for a very narrow aisle when the 
slides are retracted.

The galley area is well-appointed. 
A solid-surface Corian countertop 
features a fl ush induction cooktop, 
although a standard Kenyon glass 
cooktop is also available. Removable 
covers expose a dual-basin stainless-
steel sink with extra-tall gooseneck 
faucet and removable sprayer head. The 
convection microwave oven is located 
above the cooktop and a ceramic tile 
backsplash adorns the wall to protect it 
from splatters. A large pullout worksta-
tion provides additional workspace and 
is also fi tted with a solid-surface top. 
A drawer-type dishwasher is located 
beneath the cooktop.

On the opposite wall, a large pantry 
with pullout storage bins handles food 
storage needs and is located next to the 
22-cubic-foot Maytag residential refrig-
erator with dual doors, a bottom freezer 

BELOW: A pantry with pullout drawers is next to the 22-cubic-foot residential refrigerator/
freezer. The king-size bed, mounted in a curbside slide, graces the bedroom. The front salon 
offers seating on a pair of recliners opposite a couch in front of a structure housing the TV.
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drawer plus water and ice dispensers.
You can chose from either an 

optional booth dinette with large 
storage drawers built into the seating, 
or a hide-a-leaf dinette. An extension 
board for the solid-surface table serves 
up additional space, and two folding 
chairs provide additional seating. 
Overhead cabinets extend the length of 
the galley and living area on both sides.

Immediately aft of the galley is 
the guest bath. Newmar designed a 
unique center pivot door that splits the 
difference when open, placing half in 
the bathroom and half in the hall. This 
offers more room in the hall, which is 
a plus when the slides are retracted. 
However, it does cramp the space in 
this midbath, given its small size. The 

bathroom includes a solid-surface 
vanity with classy raised-vessel sink.

Next in line is the bedroom. A 72-
by-80-inch king bed is mounted in the 
curbside slide, tucked between a pair 
of nightstands. Overhead cabinetry 
holds multiplex control panels for 
the lighting as well as a generator 
start-stop switch. A Sleep Number 
Premier mattress is equipped with dual 
controls to adjust the infl ation levels 
for each side. Directly opposite the 

bed, at the rear of the large full-wall 
slide, is a large storage center fi lled 
with wardrobe cabinet and drawers. A 
Sony 40-inch LED TV is located in the 
overhead cabinetry, which also holds a 
second Blu-ray player and space for a 
second satellite receiver.

The rear bath is an attractive feature 
that is very functional. Solid-surface 
shower walls are fi tted with a rectangu-
lar glass shower surround. A fold-down 
teak wood seat provides room to sit or 
to place items on, although there are 
pockets in the shower walls for that as 
well. The macerator toilet is located 
next to the shower. On the opposite 
wall, a tall, vented enclosure contains 
a stackable washer and dryer, located 
next to the vanity. The vanity contains 

dual basin fl ush-mounted sinks facing 
a large mirror and medicine cabinets 
on each side. A stack of deep drawers 
is placed in the center of the vanity and 
is fl anked by two large cabinet doors. 
Overhead vanity lighting provides illu-
mination for primping and preening.

The rear wall of the bathroom 
contains a wardrobe. A pair of hinged 
center doors open to expose the clothes 
hanging area, which extends to the 
left, behind the medicine cabinet. To 

drawer plus water and ice dispensers.

TEST   N E W M A R  D U T C H  S T A R  4 3 6 9

WHAT’S HOT 

WHAT’S NOT 

Spacious rear bath, roomy full-wall slide, 
whisper-quiet ducted air conditioning, 
Comfort Drive

Narrow aisle when slides are in, small 
guest bath, voice commands from GPS

the right, a series of shelves can be 
accessed from within the wardrobe or 
from hinged doors from the bath area, 
and a wall safe is also located in this 
area and can be accessed in the same 
manner. Cubbyholes in the rear wall of 
the wardrobe can be used for storage of 
shoes or other similar-sized items.

Utilities
This Dutch Star is an all-electric coach. 
Heating and hot water needs are met 
by an Oasis hydronic heating system, 
which can be powered by electric-
ity or by a diesel burner. Warm air is 
distributed throughout the coach by a 
series of heat exchangers located in 
cabinets and other strategic locations. 
Hot water is delivered on demand so 
you’ll never run out of water when 
taking long showers. Optional electric 
tile-fl oor heating is available.

Electrical needs are met by a 
50-amp shorepower service and an 
Onan 10-kW generator. The generator 
is mounted on a slide tray that allows 
easy service access. The shorepower 
cord is equipped with a power retract 
reel, but the fi xed-feed roller design 

The attractive shower, enclosed in glass, has solid-surface walls and a fold-down teak wood seat. 
A wardrobe with cubbyhole shelving is along the rear wall of the master bathroom.

      ADA-Compliant Option
Newmar recently released a wheelchair-accessible fl oorplan in a diesel pusher. The 
Dutch Star 4311 is a 43-foot, tag-axle coach with a triple slide confi guration that allows 
full wheelchair access throughout the coach. The power dinette is designed to be raised or 
lowered via fi ngertip control switches and all light switches, drawers, countertops and the 
convection microwave oven are designed to be accessible from a wheelchair. The bath area 
features a wheelchair-height sink, grab rails and an extra-deep roll-in 62-by-36-inch shower. 
A BraunAbility wheelchair lift is installed midcoach on the patio side.
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Specifi cations
Chassis
Model Freightliner XCR tag axle 
Engine Cummins ISL 8.9-liter 
SAE Hp 450 @ 2,100 rpm
Torque 1,250 lb-ft @ 1,400 rpm
Transmission  Allison 3000 six speed 
Axle Ratio 4.63:1
Tires (Front/Rear)  315/80R22.5 LR L
Wheelbase  288"
Brakes  Air, front disc, rear drum
Suspension Air spring, front 
 ZF Independent, Neway Tag Axle
Fuel Capacity 150 gal
Warranty Three years, 50,000 miles; 
 fi ve years, 100,000 miles engine;
 fi ve years, 200,000 miles transmission

Coach
Exterior Length  43' 9"
Exterior Width  8' 5.5"
Exterior Height  12' 10"
Interior Width  7' 11.5"
Interior Height  7'
Construction  Aluminum-frame side walls and 
 roof, laminated side walls and roof, 
 fi berglass roof, 5/8-inch foam insulation 
Freshwater Capacity  105 gal
Black-Water Capacity  45 gal
Gray-Water Capacity  65 gal
Water-Heater Capacity  On Demand
LP-Gas Capacity  32 gal
Air Conditioner (3) 15,000 Btu
Furnace  50,000 Btu, Diesel/electric hydronic
Refrigerator  22 cu-ft
Inverter  2,800 watt
Battery (8) 6-volt chassis, two 12-volt coach
AC Generator 10 kW 
Base MSRP  $361,471
MSRP as Tested  $405,622 
Warranty  One year, unlimited miles; 
 fi ve years structural

Wet Weight
(Water & Heater, Fuel, No Supplies or Passengers)
Front Axle  15,360 lbs 
Rear Axle  16,320 lbs 
Tag Axle  7,140 lbs 
Total  38,820 lbs

Chassis Ratings
GAWR, F/R  17,000/21,000 lbs
GVWR/GCWR  44,600/54,600 lbs
ROCCC 5,780 lbs (deduct weight of
 passengers for net cargo capacity)
GAWR  Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR  Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR  Gross Combination Weight Rating
ROCCC  Realistic Occupant and Cargo Carrying 
 Capacity (full water, no passengers)

tends to bunch up the cord in the middle 
rather than allow it to spool evenly 
across the reel. A Precision Circuits 
energy management system monitors 
available power and demands and 
can shed loads as needed to prevent 
tripping pedestal breakers. It also 
interfaces with the Magnum 2,800-watt 
true sine wave inverter to allow power 
assist prior to shedding loads.

The utility bay houses the usual 
freshwater control valves, water pump 
and holding-tank dump valves. A whole-
house water fi lter, exterior shower, 
winterization kit and power hose reel 
fi nish out the bay. Unlike the power cord 
reel, this one allowed the hose to wind 
up evenly across the spool. The holding 
tanks are equipped with heat pads to 
prevent freezing in cold weather.

There is plenty of basement storage 
space in this coach. One of two large 
pass-through storage bays is equipped 
with a full-extension slide tray that can 
be accessed from either side of the 
coach. Bay doors allow access to the 
hydronic heating system, power cord 
reel, chassis batteries and DEF tank, as 
well as the house batteries, which were 
mounted on a slide-out battery tray.

Newmar incorporates Comfort 
Drive on all of its diesel pushers. This 
allows the user to dial in the level of 
power assist given to the steering. In a 
stiff crosswind the system compensates 

The induction cooktop is fl ush-mounted in the Corian countertop; the dishwasher is in a drawer 
below. The kitchen is well-appointed with plenty of cabinetry and a contrasting backsplash.

so that the driver doesn’t have to hold 
the wheel and fi ght the wind. Drivers 
may lose some feeling for the road with 
the system set to maximum assist, but 
fortunately it can be dialed down to suit 
individual taste. Once you drop down to 
a few miles per hour, the system goes 
into full assist to allow the driver to spin 
the wheel around with ease for tight 
maneuvers. The system also automati-
cally straightens the wheels once the 
ignition key is switched off. The ZF front 
axle has a 56-degree wheel cut.

Driving the Dutch Star is a good 
experience. The Freightliner tag-axle 
chassis does a commendable job of 
driving straight in brisk crosswinds 
and that was with the Comfort Drive 
set to full stiffness. It maneuvered well 
pulling into a tight campground and 
was easy to navigate through a crowded 
truck stop and scale platform. The GPS 
system tracked accurately, but the voice 
commands are annoying. Wind noise 
and ride comfort were what one would 
expect in a diesel pusher of this caliber. 

All in all, the Dutch Star is an 
attractive package. The combination of 
performance, good fl oorplans, quality 
construction, attractive décor and the 
ability to custom select options make 
this motorhome a good choice. 

Newmar Corp.  
574-773-7791, www.newmarcorp.com
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42 October 2013 l MOTORHOME

For just $79.95, or 22 cents a day, 
your family is protected for a full year.

• Coverage for your spouse & dependent children at no extra cost

• Unlimited distance towing to the nearest service center

• Coverage for your RV, cars, vans, trucks, SUVs, and motorcyles

• Flat tire service, fuel delivery, and battery jumpstarts

• Dispatch of a mobile mechanic for minor RV repairs

• And much more!

800-788-8567

CALL OR CLICK TO JOIN!

GoodSamRoadside.com

*Introductory rate for Good Sam members who are first time buyers. Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and 
by A�nity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochures, which can be found at 
goodsamroadside.com/mbbs. GRA35783 - 1114

per day. 
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By Chris Hemer

The humble slide-topper
awning is the unsung hero 
of our RVing experiences. 
Just think of all the work they 

do: They keep the sun off the slideout 
roofs, which helps prevent UV damage, 
and in the winter months, they deflect 
rain and snow and prevent leaves, pine 
needles and other debris from landing 

DIY: SLIDE-TOPPER FABRIC REPLACEMENT
Ph
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Installing new slide-topper fabric isn’t difficult, and 
costs just a fraction of a new hardware assembly

placement will be necessary; the good 
news is, you don’t have to install the 
entire assembly — just the material 
itself.

Dometic offers replacement fabric 
that can be ordered in a wide selection 
of fabrics, sizes and colors to suit 
most motorhomes. The process isn’t 
very difficult, but you must be able to 
accurately measure the size of the 
fabric to make sure the new material 
fits the slide-topper assembly 
properly. You’ll also need some hand 
tools, some DIY know-how and some 
basic knowledge of how the assembly 
works. The fabric is under spring 
pressure, so it is imperative that the 
assembly be handled with extreme 
care to prevent injury. Also, bear in 
mind that the material can be quite 

on the slideout roof, which reduces 
your cleaning efforts and extends the 
life of seals and the slide mechanism. 
But as faithful a friend as they may be, 
they don’t last forever — eventually 
the sun and environmental foes like 
acid rain and ozone take their toll on 
the awning material, causing it to fade, 
split and crack. At some point, a re-
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cumbersome to handle on your own, so it’s probably a good idea to ask an ad-
venturous friend for some help with this one.

We recently installed new slideout-topper fabric on a 2005 Itasca 
motorhome that has spent its life in Southern California and was stored 
outdoors. The fabric had deteriorated to the point that it was no longer 
functional, which naturally put a damper on any camping trips last summer. 
We ordered three rolls of material for the varying sizes on the coach, which 
were installed in about two hours per awning.

If an installation such as this one is beyond the scope of your abilities, have 
no fear — a qualified RV repair center or Camping World can do the work for 
you. And the good news is, you won’t have to wait for a special-order size to 
arrive; Dometic recently began offering bulk SlideTopper fabric to its dealers, 
which comes in a dispenser box and can be rolled out and cut to the desired 
width. The material comes with pre-installed poly cords and is available in 
black and white. So unless you need a special color, make sure to contact your 
dealer first before ordering custom fabric if you plan to have the replacement 
material installed for you. Figure around $400 for the fabric and labor for each 
slide-out topper. 

LEISUREVANS.COM

Miles From Ordinary
Sleeker than ever, the 2015.5 

Unity’s new European body 

design features integrated 

running boards, LED tail lights, 

and clean aerodynamic lines. 

With fiberglass curved 

baggage doors with struts 

and an increased 

baggage area opening, 

packing and unpacking has 

never been easier.

SLIDE-TOPPER FABRIC REPLACEMENT

[1] The old fabric had been subjected to the elements for years, and was practically disin-
tegrating. [2] Rather than slide the old fabric out of the rail, the easiest way is to just cut it 
with a knife. The slideout was deployed a few inches to create tension in the fabric, after 
which it was very easy to cut.

1

2

Leisure Travel Vans, Circle 121 on Reader Service Card
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Leisure Travel Vans Unity

Dynamax Grand Sport

Explorer by Renegade

Dynamax DynaQuest XL

1-800-221-7197 
Website:

www.holland-motorhomes.com

Holland MI 49423

Excel Fifth Wheel

Villagio by Renegade

Leisure Travel Vans Libero

 

5 6

[3, 4] Next, loosen the screws that secure the fabric to the roof rail, and slide the 
remaining piece of fragment out.

[5] The roller tube arms are secured to the mounting bracket by a 3/16-by-½-inch 
aluminum rivet, which must be drilled out. [6] With help from a friend, the tube assembly 
can now be removed. Even with the rivets drilled out, it might take some wiggling to get 
the tube free. Hold the tube arm tightly and carefully unwind it, counting the number of 
revolutions until there is no more tension in the spring. Make sure you mark the direction 
before unwinding. You’ll have to wind the new material on with roughly the same number 
of revolutions.
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Lifetime No Leak Guarantee
On RV FlexArmorTM Roofs.

Providing RV 
owners with 
peace of mind 
for almost a 
decade. 

Visit RVRoof.com 
to discover what 
makes us 
different.

904-814-2104

The Original Sprayed RV Roof

SLIDE-TOPPER FABRIC REPLACEMENT

Dometic USA, 800-544-4881, www.dometic.comSource

7 8

9

11

10

[11] The new slide toppers look great, and are ready to provide protection for many 
years to come.

[7] With the assembly safely on the ground, the old material can be removed from the 
slot in the tube. [8] Lay the tube on top of the old material to keep it clean, then feed the 
material into the slot in the tube. [9] Wind the arm the same number of revolutions as 
when it came off (in this case, about eight revolutions) then reinstall it on the octagonal 
bracket. It might be useful to add one or two more winds because the springs get 
weaker over a period of time. [10] Once properly centered on the rod, the pop rivets are 
reinstalled.D

av
e 

&
 L

J 
R

V 
In

te
ri

or
s,

 C
ir

cl
e 

1
0

4
 o

n 
R

ea
de

r 
S

er
vi

ce
 C

ar
d

R
VR

oo
f.

co
m

, 
C

ir
cl

e 
1

1
7

 o
n 

R
ea

de
r 

S
er

vi
ce

 C
ar

d

46  MotorHome  February 2015   

MH1502-replacing slideout topper.indd   12/1/14   12:18 PM   - 46 -    (Cyan)MH1502-replacing slideout topper.indd   12/1/14   12:18 PM   - 46 -    (Magenta)MH1502-replacing slideout topper.indd   12/1/14   12:18 PM   - 46 -    (Yellow)MH1502-replacing slideout topper.indd   12/1/14   12:18 PM   - 46 -    (BlacK)



866-9-RV-CENTER  |  CWRVS.com

* Government fees, state taxes and dealer fees as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in 
CA, OH, TX, TN, GA or UT). Inventory and floorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered 
from nearest authorized dealer. Contact your area dealer for availability. ̂ ^All payments to qualified buyers with approved credit. Subject to lender terms. Advertised 
inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other offer and not applicable to prior 
sales. Offers valid at any Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. Offers expire 2/11/15.  FR035838-1014

ASK HOW YOU CAN UPGRADE TO Good Sam ELITE GoodSamClub.com

NEW YEAR NEW MODEL

SHOP HUNDREDS OF 2015 MODELS! WE HAVE THE SELECTION & PRICES YOU WANT!
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Stk. #WDS537904   NEW 2015 Thor Motor Coach

FREEDOM ELITE 22E
Woodstock, GA - MSRP $71,768 

Stk. #MER547415   NEW 2015 Itasca

SUNSTAR 36Y
Boise, ID - MSRP $159,995 

$49,995*
OR 

$356/MO.̂ ^

$119,995*
OR 

$712/MO.̂ ^

Based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 180 mos.

Based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.

NEW 2015 Fleetwood

STORM 28MS
Stk. #CH542711  |  MSRP  $104,777  |  Chattanooga, TN

NEW 2015 Forest River

SUNSEEKER 2250LE
Stk. #CBI531642  |  MSRP  $82,138  |  Council Blu�s, IA

NEW 2015 Thor Motor Coach

CHATEAU CITATION 24ST
Stk. #RAL536978  |  MSRP  $128,576  |  Raleigh, NC

$84,995*
OR $504/MO.^^$64,297*

OR $382/MO.^^ $99,995*
OR $593/MO.^^

Based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.Based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos. Based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.

SAVE
$19,782

SAVE
$17,841

SAVE
$28,581

SAVE
$21,773 

SAVE
$40,000

CA035973 Feb15 MH Ad.indd   1 11/20/14   8:54 AM
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SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com   To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH Product Protection Plan available

NEW! Pivot Power Pop Jr. #77644 
Flexible power strip bends to fit any size 
plug or adapter without wasting outlets. 
Five outlets and 2' cord. | Ship Wt. 2 lbs. 

NEW! iOnBoost™ V8 Multi-Charger & Jump Starter #80644 
Up to 10 jump starts per charge, depending on the size of the battery. 
5-volt/2.1-amp USB power port charges most USB devices. Recharge from 
AC or DC power. Includes handy zipper carry case. | Ship Wt. 3 lbs.

CLUB SALE
$1297

 Reg. $19.99

CLUB SALE
$ 11977

 Reg. $139.99

NEW!

Tag Along Quik-Fold™ Tables 
Charcoal #69366  
Brown #74241 
Desert Clay #34301
Ship Wt. 2 lbs. ea. 

CLUB SALE
$ 1099 

Reg. $12.49

Charcoal

Brown Desert 
Clay

15 1⁄2"  
Tall

151⁄2"H x 14"W x 12"L

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE! 

Large Collapsible Container #69074  
Ship Wt. 2 lbs. 
Small Collapsible Container #69073  
Club SALE $9.99 Reg. $11.99  
Ship Wt. 3⁄4 lb.

CLUB SALE
$1199

  Reg. $13.99

24"H x 19"dia.
17"H x 12"dia.

Carry bag  
included

O-Grill #48961 
Stainless steel burner. Porcelain-enamel coated 
cast iron cooking grid. Uses disposable propane 
cylinders (sold separately). | ° $24 $10 | 

•  Propane powered 
• 9,500 BTUs 
•  165 sq. in.  

cooking surface

CLUB SALE
$ 4999 

Reg. $71.99

250 lb. capacity

23"W 

EXCLUSIVE! Zig Zag Rocker #69305 
Extra-wide padded seat with no bar to pinch 
or bind legs. Easy to clean, weather-resistant 
polyester fabric. | ° $26 $10 | 

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

30%

OFF

EXCLUSIVE!

A
B

LCD 
display

Full electrical 
protection

CLUB SALE
$26997   Reg. $449.99

A  50-Amp Surge Guard®  
with LCD Display #58465 
3850 joules surge protection,  
6500 amps spike protection. 240 volts.

B  30-Amp Surge Guard®  
with LCD Display #58464 
2450 joules surge protection,  
6500 amps spike protection. 120 volts.  
Club SALE $197.97 Reg. $329.99 
Ship Wt. 2 lbs. | 

WHILE 
SUPPLIES LAST!

Thetford Quick Dissolve 
Tissue #15600  
Ship Wt. 2 lbs. ea.

CLUB SALE

2 for $396
 

Reg. $3.05 ea.

CLUB SALE

$995 
 Reg. $29.95

CLUB SALE
$39997 

Reg. $529.99

Euro Recliner
Brookwood Chestnut #77951      
Latte #77950     
Comfortable, ergonomic fit. 
Retractable footrest.  
261⁄2"W x 32"D x 39"H.  
FREIGHT

Brookwood 
Chestnut

WHILE SUPPLIES 
LAST!

300 lb. capacity

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$130
OFF

CL
U
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EM

BERS SAVE

UP
TO  

$180
OFF
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NEW! 2015 Good Sam RV Travel  
& Savings Guide #80233 
• $1,000+ in Camping World coupons!  
• $500 in Savings on Dining, 
 Shopping and Travel—Powered  
 By Entertainment® 
° $5

NEW!
INTRODUCTORY

PRICE!

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

65%

OFF

Brushed  
Nickel 
#68323

Chrome 
#68322White 

#68324

EXCLUSIVE! Body Spa RV Shower Kit, White #68324 
Convenient SmartPause shutoff valve conserves water. Guaranteed to never clog. 
Chrome #68322 Club SALE $42.97 Reg. $56.99
Brushed Nickel #68323 Club SALE $49.97 Reg. $64.99 
Ship Wt. 2 lbs.

CLUB SALE

$3297 Reg. $46.99
Specially designed for  

high performance in RVs!

Latte

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

UP
TO  25%

OFF

STARTING AT 
CLUB SALE
$1122

Reg. $14.99

Thetford All-Season  
Aqua-Kem®
Six 8 oz. bottles #4160 
Gallon #19081  
Ship Wt. 4-10 lbs. 

LOWEST PRICE EVER!
CLUB SALE

$12997 
 Reg. $173.88

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$
 40

OFF

500 peak amps auto jump starting power

Built-in LED 
flashlight

300 cranking 
amps

Carry case

NEW!

Wheel Chock #26247/#56863 
Heavy-duty molded plastic with serrated 
surfaces for a sure grip. | Ship Wt. 1 lb. ea. 

CLUB SALE
$579

  Reg. $6.49 71⁄2"L x 5"W x 41⁄2"H

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE!
BUY 1 GET 1

FREE!

 Must be equal or lesser value of purchased item.

SuperCenters Nationwide    SuperCenters Nationwide    SuperCenters Nationwide |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com   

*Offer valid on select products. For more installation

fffff efef r valid on select p

information go to CampingWorld.com/install

CLUB MEMBERS ONLY
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LOWEST INSTALLED PRICE

F more installation

lid on select products. For more installa

W rld com/install
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GUARANTEED OR IT’S FREE! *

17"H x 12"dia.

BUY 1 GET 1

50% OFF 

Brown

EXCLUSIVE!

EXCLUSIVE! Deluxe Reversible Diamond Patio Mats, 9' x 12' 
Brown #69092 Blue #69094 Black #69093 
Reversible, weather-resistant polypropylene mats are UV-stabilized to 
prevent fading and resist mold and mildew. Built-in corner tabs hold 
stakes (sold separately). | ° $18 $10
EXCLUSIVE! Deluxe Reversible Diamond Patio Mats, 6' x 9'
Brown #69098 Blue #69097  Black #69096    
Ship Wt. 7 lbs.

Black

Blue 

CLUB SALE
$6999 Reg. $79.99

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

$4999

VALUE!
FREE 6' x 9' PATIO MAT 
WITH PURCHASE OF A 9' x 12' PATIO MAT

CLUB MEMBERS ONLY
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SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com   To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH Product Protection Plan available

NEW! Pivot Power Pop Jr. #77644 
Flexible power strip bends to fit any size 
plug or adapter without wasting outlets. 
Five outlets and 2' cord. | Ship Wt. 2 lbs. 

NEW! iOnBoost™ V8 Multi-Charger & Jump Starter #80644 
Up to 10 jump starts per charge, depending on the size of the battery. 
5-volt/2.1-amp USB power port charges most USB devices. Recharge from 
AC or DC power. Includes handy zipper carry case. | Ship Wt. 3 lbs.

CLUB SALE
$1297

 Reg. $19.99

CLUB SALE
$ 11977

 Reg. $139.99

NEW!

Tag Along Quik-Fold™ Tables 
Charcoal #69366  
Brown #74241 
Desert Clay #34301
Ship Wt. 2 lbs. ea. 

CLUB SALE
$ 1099 

Reg. $12.49

Charcoal

Brown Desert 
Clay

15 1⁄2"  
Tall

151⁄2"H x 14"W x 12"L

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE! 

Large Collapsible Container #69074  
Ship Wt. 2 lbs. 
Small Collapsible Container #69073  
Club SALE $9.99 Reg. $11.99  
Ship Wt. 3⁄4 lb.

CLUB SALE
$1199

  Reg. $13.99

24"H x 19"dia.
17"H x 12"dia.

Carry bag  
included

O-Grill #48961 
Stainless steel burner. Porcelain-enamel coated 
cast iron cooking grid. Uses disposable propane 
cylinders (sold separately). | ° $24 $10 | 

•  Propane powered 
• 9,500 BTUs 
•  165 sq. in.  

cooking surface

CLUB SALE
$ 4999 

Reg. $71.99

250 lb. capacity

23"W 

EXCLUSIVE! Zig Zag Rocker #69305 
Extra-wide padded seat with no bar to pinch 
or bind legs. Easy to clean, weather-resistant 
polyester fabric. | ° $26 $10 | 

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

30%

OFF

EXCLUSIVE!

A
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LCD 
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Full electrical 
protection

CLUB SALE
$26997   Reg. $449.99

A  50-Amp Surge Guard®  
with LCD Display #58465 
3850 joules surge protection,  
6500 amps spike protection. 240 volts.

B  30-Amp Surge Guard®  
with LCD Display #58464 
2450 joules surge protection,  
6500 amps spike protection. 120 volts.  
Club SALE $197.97 Reg. $329.99 
Ship Wt. 2 lbs. | 

WHILE 
SUPPLIES LAST!

Thetford Quick Dissolve 
Tissue #15600  
Ship Wt. 2 lbs. ea.

CLUB SALE

2 for $396
 

Reg. $3.05 ea.

CLUB SALE

$995 
 Reg. $29.95

CLUB SALE
$39997 

Reg. $529.99

Euro Recliner
Brookwood Chestnut #77951      
Latte #77950     
Comfortable, ergonomic fit. 
Retractable footrest.  
261⁄2"W x 32"D x 39"H.  
FREIGHT

Brookwood 
Chestnut
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NEW! 2015 Good Sam RV Travel  
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• $1,000+ in Camping World coupons!  
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65%
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Brushed  
Nickel 
#68323

Chrome 
#68322White 

#68324

EXCLUSIVE! Body Spa RV Shower Kit, White #68324 
Convenient SmartPause shutoff valve conserves water. Guaranteed to never clog. 
Chrome #68322 Club SALE $42.97 Reg. $56.99
Brushed Nickel #68323 Club SALE $49.97 Reg. $64.99 
Ship Wt. 2 lbs.

CLUB SALE

$3297 Reg. $46.99
Specially designed for  

high performance in RVs!

Latte
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STARTING AT 
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Ship Wt. 4-10 lbs. 

LOWEST PRICE EVER!
CLUB SALE

$12997 
 Reg. $173.88
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500 peak amps auto jump starting power

Built-in LED 
flashlight

300 cranking 
amps

Carry case

NEW!

Wheel Chock #26247/#56863 
Heavy-duty molded plastic with serrated 
surfaces for a sure grip. | Ship Wt. 1 lb. ea. 

CLUB SALE
$579

  Reg. $6.49 71⁄2"L x 5"W x 41⁄2"H

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE!
BUY 1 GET 1

FREE!

 Must be equal or lesser value of purchased item.
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EXCLUSIVE! Deluxe Reversible Diamond Patio Mats, 9' x 12' 
Brown #69092 Blue #69094 Black #69093 
Reversible, weather-resistant polypropylene mats are UV-stabilized to 
prevent fading and resist mold and mildew. Built-in corner tabs hold 
stakes (sold separately). | ° $18 $10
EXCLUSIVE! Deluxe Reversible Diamond Patio Mats, 6' x 9'
Brown #69098 Blue #69097  Black #69096    
Ship Wt. 7 lbs.

Black

Blue 
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WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

$4999

VALUE!
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WITH PURCHASE OF A 9' x 12' PATIO MAT
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By E. Don Smith

Most every coach owner knows that a 
motorhome has an air fi lter, oil fi lter and 
fuel fi lters, but they may not be familiar 
with the air-dryer canister and its required 

service. Because most diesel motorhome brakes and 
suspension operate off compressed air, that means 
there is a built-in air compressor. For those of you who 
have air compressors at home or work, you are no 
doubt familiar with what happens when you compress 
air. There is an accumulation of water inside the storage 
tank. Since the process of compressing air to 120 psi 
requires taking a large volume of air and pressing it into 
a small tank, it also means that with the extra air comes 
extra water. Luckily for us, the motorhome comes with 
an air dryer to take care of this problem. Otherwise, 
that water would fi nd its way into the brake lines and 
suspension system and result in early failure.

These air-dryer canisters are actually desiccant 
cartridges that help trap the water before it ever gets 
into the air lines or tanks. Not only is this process 
important, it is critical to ensure reliable braking and 
helps prevent problems from water and corrosion. The 
desiccant cartridge and the air dryer work together to 
capture the water and then eject it from the bottom of 
the dryer during operation.

While driving, you may hear the familiar burst 

DIY: AIR DRYER SERVICE
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MOISTURE-FREE
AIR
This often-overlooked project 
is relatively simple and helps 
to prevent water from getting 
into the brake lines and 
suspension system

sound from the air compressor. That sound occurs 
because the compressor runs constantly anytime the 
main coach engine is running. Once the set pressure 
is reached, it simply opens a valve to release some 
air, along with the water and other debris that has ac-
cumulated in the bowl. The dryer also has a heater 
that runs off a thermostat. The purpose of the heater 
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MOISTURE-FREE

[1] After setting the air brakes, you need to chock the 
wheels to prevent the coach from rolling or moving. [2] 
To make access easier under the motorhome, you can 
drive the rear wheels on to large wooden planks. Just 
make sure they are wide enough to cover the entire 
width of the dual tires. Then you can also place some 
homemade jack pads under each jack. This enables 
the motorhome to be lifted without extending the jacks 
all the way and placing unneeded strain on them. Do 
not lift the rear wheels off the ground. [3] The use of 
high-quality safety jacks with enough weight capacity is 
a requirement. These are rated at 24,000 pounds total 
and we placed them directly under the frame rails. If 
the coach jacks fail, we are now safe, knowing they 
support the entire rear axle weight of the motorhome. 
[4] Another tip we have discovered is that if you open 
the basement doors it gives you another 2 to 3 inches 
of clearance since the bottom of the door extends 
below the basement frame rails. This will give you a 
little more wiggle room.

1

2

3

4

is to warm the dryer assembly in freezing 
weather where the water accumulates before it is 
discharged.

Depending on your coach manufacturer, you 
can have one of several types of air dryers and 
the cartridge that gets changed will vary as well. 
This particular coach rides on a Freightliner 
chassis and it uses a Haldex PURest air dryer 
and a replaceable fi lter that resides inside a 
metal canister. Other units may have a spin-on 
fi lter that simply comes off — similar to an oil 
fi lter without a separate canister. This particular 
chassis requires the cartridge to be replaced 
every 36 months, but check your owner’s 
manual, because some have shorter intervals, 
such as 24 months.

You only need some basic tools and the re-
placement cartridge kit to perform this service. 
We bought the DQ6050 kit for this motorhome at 
the local Freightliner service center, but many 
online sources also carry these parts. The price 
for this kit is $152, which includes the desiccant 
cartridge, four replacement bolts as well as an 
O-ring and assembly grease. If your motorhome 
uses a one-piece canister cartridge, you will 
likely need a large strap wrench capable of 
wrapping around the entire unit. In our case, the 
only hand tool needed was a 3/8-inch ratchet 
and a 15mm socket. 

1. Activate air brakes
2. Drain air completely from tanks
3. Chock wheels
4. Raise coach for access, then use correctly rated 
     safety jack stands

SAFETY REVIEW ITEMS
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When working under a coach, safety is the most 
important aspect of the job, so before you even start, 
there are a few precautions that need to be followed. 
First, set the brake and chock the wheels so the coach 
can’t move. Then, dump the air from the entire system. 
You may have a manual dump valve or lanyards under 
the coach near the air tanks. Consult the owner’s 
manual if you don’t know where the dump valve is. One 
simple way to rapidly deplete the air system (or double 
check to ensure it is empty) is to activate the brakes 
repeatedly until the dash air gauge shows zero. This is 
done with the key on, but the engine off.

You may use the leveling jacks to raise the coach 
to allow easier access to the work area, but you 
should never use ONLY these jacks. You will also need 
stationary jack stands capable of supporting the coach. 
If there is anything you need to follow closely, it is 
these safety procedures, as the rear of a normal Class 
A diesel motorhome weighs between 20,000-30,000 
pounds, so this is not the place for shortcuts. 

[5] The location of the air dryer on this coach was just behind 
the driver’s side rear wheels. Although it is not a require-
ment, a rolling mechanics creeper will help you get in and 
out a bit easier, assuming its added height doesn’t make you 
too high when rolling past the transmission, which is usually 
the lowest obstacle. [6] The cartridge kit came with four 
bolts, assembly grease, a new desiccant cartridge and a new 
O-ring. A pair of gloves is a good idea, too.

AIR DRYER SERVICE

[7] This is what the dryer looks like mounted on the chassis. Here you can clearly see the discharge spout on the bottom and at the 
top is the metal cover that houses the air dryer cartridge. In some cases it may be necessary to remove a few of the mounting bolts 
to allow the dryer to pivot to a better location, but we were able to access this one as is. [8] Using a 15mm socket and ratchet we 
removed all four of the bolts holding the housing on, then removed the housing and cartridge from the dryer. If the area is dirty or 
greasy, as this one was, special care needs to be taken to ensure that no debris gets into the dryer. [9] After removing the entire 
canister you may have to search for the old O-ring. It will usually be stuck to the dryer housing or the old cartridge. Notice the 
exposed side of the cartridge is marked with OPEN and CLOSED. [10] To unlock and remove the cartridge, you will need to press 
down and turn at the same time in the direction marked OPEN. This will unlock it and allow you to turn the entire unit upside down to 
release the old cartridge. [11] Since the canister was so dirty we took this opportunity to clean it inside and out and completely dry it 
before reinstallation. [12] The tip of the cartridge has a built-in spring that holds it securely once locked inside the canister.

10
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9

5

6

52  MotorHome  February 2015   

MH1502-Air Dryer service.indd   12/1/14   11:54 AM   - 52 -    (Cyan)MH1502-Air Dryer service.indd   12/1/14   11:54 AM   - 52 -    (Magenta)MH1502-Air Dryer service.indd   12/1/14   11:54 AM   - 52 -    (Yellow)MH1502-Air Dryer service.indd   12/1/14   11:54 AM   - 52 -    (BlacK)



13

15

14

16

[13] To start the reassembly process, slide the new 
cartridge inside the canister. Then press down and 
turn in the direction marked CLOSED. [14] Use the 
supplied grease to completely coat the new O-ring. 
This preserves, protects and helps installation and 
seals between the dryer housing and the new dryer 
cartridge. Each cartridge type uses its own form of 
sealing, so yours could be different from this unit. 
For example, some O-rings are built into the fi lter. 
[15] If your dryer housing does not look clean, wipe it 
down to remove any debris before installing the new 
dryer cartridge. After it is clean, install the O-ring, 
then carefully lower the housing to ensure it stays in 
the right location. Follow the instructions supplied 
with your kit exactly to ensure the proper location of 
the O-ring during installation. [16] After lowering the 
canister in place, tighten the bolts to 35-40 ft-lbs in a 
diagonal cross pattern. After you are sure everything 
is tightened properly, start the coach engine and allow 
the air system to come up to 100 psi. Then shut down 
the engine and listen carefully for any air leaks around 
the dryer. If not, then restart the engine and allow it to 
reach full pressure. After you hear the dryer discharge 
air, shut down the engine again and check for leaks 
once more. If you make a mistake that causes leaking, 
it is most likely poor positioning of the O-ring or 
improper greasing of it at the time of installation. 
Another way to check for leaks is to allow the coach 
to sit for several hours then recheck the dash air-
pressure gauge without starting the engine. If it is still 
at full pressure, you have completed the job properly. 
Make sure you make a notation in your maintenance 
log of the date of the change and pat yourself on the 
back for doing it yourself and saving money, too.
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By Dennis Brewer

There is nothing more frustrating to a motorhome owner than 
having the 12-volt DC equipment such as headlights, turn signals and 
clearance lights fail when you want to be on the road again. It is equally 
problematic when hooked up at a campground and the furnace, coach 

lights or DSI water heater doesn’t function. Often, a common source for this 
device or light failure is a faulty ground connection. Low-voltage motorhome 
wiring usually relies on connections to the vehicle’s metal framework to provide 
the path from the battery to complete the circuit.
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LOST GROUND 
CONNECTIONS
SIMPLE PROCEDURES FOR IDENTIFYING ELECTRICAL WIRING PROBLEMS 
WILL HELP KEEP APPLIANCES AND ACCESSORIES RUNNING SMOOTHLY

A motorhome may often have 
two circuits to control power to one 
device: one light-duty wire through a 
switch powering a relay and the relay 
in turn controlling heavy-duty wires to 
power the load. Examples include the 
slideout motors in the coach and the 
starter motor on the chassis engine.

All direct-current circuits are 
fairly simple and conform to the 
simple diagram or pattern shown in 
photo 6. The same steps are followed 
to troubleshoot any light, device, 
motor or appliance. To visualize con-
nections to a variety of loads merely 
substitute the light bulb shown in 
the diagram with whatever light, 
appliance, relay, motor or device is 
failing. The colors used for ground 
wires in 12-volt DC electrical systems 
will typically be white, black or green.

Using electron fl ow notation the 
actual moving electrons in a DC circuit 
fl ow from the negative post (smaller 
post) of the battery where a surplus of 

One clue the problem may be 
related to a ground connection 
failure is when the light bulb doesn’t 
light but tests OK with an ohmmeter 
and 12-volt DC power is present 
in the socket. This is a sign that a 
to-ground connection may be faulty. 
These ground faults occur naturally 
at points of connection because 
any time two different metals come 
in contact with each other in the 
presence of moisture, corrosion 
occurs, increasing the resistance of 
the connection until there is virtually 
no connection at all.

Some environments we love to 
visit with our motorhomes become 
a contributing factor to corrosion in 
DC electrical connections. Parking 
by the ocean, lakes, ponds and 
streams provides a nonstop source 
of water vapor that condenses on 
metal framework in the motorhome. 
This condensation on chassis ground 
connections provides the moisture 
that acts as an electrolyte resulting 
in corrosion of the connection. A 
multimeter (volt-ohm-amp meter) is 
the best test tool to easily check for 
faulty ground connections.

1 2 3

[1] A 10-watt bulb should read about 0.8 ohms resistance. [2] With the negative probe grounded, a fuse should read 12 volts DC on both sides. In this 
case, the fuse is blown so the meter reads 0 volts on the downstream side. [3] Along with a multimeter, a long wire with alligator clips on both ends 
is needed for testing ground connections.
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electrons are found along the vehicle 
frame and then through a ground wire 
to the load (light bulb, fan, appliance 
or electric device). Then, they pass 
through an on/off switch or relay 
along the positive wire to a fuse on the 
fuse block, and then to the positive 
post on the battery where a shortage 
of electrons exist.

Fortunately both the chassis and 
the coach DC wiring share a common 
ground point, the motorhome chassis 
frame and anything metal physically 
connected or wired to it. The chassis 
battery and the coach batteries 
are both connected to the metal 
framework. 

Troubleshooting for 
Poor or Lost Grounds
Checking for the most obvious is often 
overlooked when something fails. Ask 
these questions as you begin your DC 
troubleshooting. 

❑ Has only one light or appliance 
failed? If not, then the battery cables or 
battery discharge is the cause.

❑ Is the device’s switch or main switch 
turned on? If no, make sure the device 
is turned on or battery disconnects are 
set to power on. 

❑ If it is a plug-in device, is it plugged 

BATTERY BASICS  A charged battery works to provide electrical power because the chemical actions inside the 
batteries cause the anode (negative plates) to collect an excess of electrons and cause the cathode (positive plates) 
to be short of electrons. When the circuit is connected (turned on), the current fl ows to restore balance on the plates. 
When this balance point is nearly reached (about 10.5 volts), a 12-volt battery is said to be discharged and will no longer 
provide suffi cient current to the circuit to power device loads. When a battery is recharged, the electrons are pushed 
back to create an imbalance and the voltage is again a nominal 12 volts.

in properly? If no, push in the power 
(cigarette lighter) plug or check for a 
built-in fuse that failed.

❑ Is the fuse OK or is the circuit 
breaker on? (Not tripped) If no, change 
the fuse or reset the breaker.

❑ Do other similar lights or devices 
that share the same fuse still work? If 
no, a branch wire, main fuse or fusible 
link failed.

❑ Do I know or can I fi nd out where the 
switches, fuses, relays and wires are 
located? If no, fi nd a diagram or check 
where the wires run.

7 8 9

[7] Use the voltmeter function of the multimeter to verify that the battery or bank of two 6-volt batteries (shown) is charged; a fully charged battery 
will test at 12.7 volts. [8] Check the battery negative (–) post-to-cable connection by using the ohmmeter function of the meter, with one lead on the 
battery post and the other on the cable connector. [9] At the beginning of every season, detach the connection cables and clean with a wire brush. 

[4] A 12-volt DC circuit breaker should read about 0 ohms. [5] The heavy negative battery cable 
should be properly grounded to the frame. Oxidized or frayed connections like this one should be 
repaired even if they test OK to prevent troubles down the road. [6] (illustration) An example of a 
simple direct-current circuit.

6

light bulb (load)

12 volt battery (source)

wirewire

switch

wire

wire cable

vehicle
frame

circuit
fuse
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LOST GROUND CONNECTIONS

A multimeter (volt/ohm/amp meter) 
is an essential tool for troubleshoot-
ing DC circuits. Along with the meter, 
a long wire with alligator clips on both 
ends to use for testing the ground 
connections is needed. One piece of 
14-gauge stranded wire like the one 
shown with the meter in photo 3 will 
handle a 2-amp load up to 42 feet, so it 
is of suffi cient size to use with the meter 
for checking lost ground connections.

Use the voltmeter feature to verify 
that the battery or bank of two 6-volt 
batteries is charged and tests at 
12-plus volts.

Check the battery negative (-) 
post-to-cable connection by using the 
ohmmeter function of the meter (on the 
X1 or times one scale) with one lead on 
the battery post and the other on the 
cable connector; the reading should be 
very close to zero ohms. If near zero 
ohms, the next test would be the cable-
to-chassis ground connection. 

Place the alligator clip on the test 
wire on the negative post and the other 
clip on the other meter probe, then 
follow the heavy negative battery cable-
to-ground connection on the chassis. 
(An example of a cable-to-frame 
connection is shown in photo 5. The 
second probe is touched on a bare part 
of the frame to test the resistance from 
the battery post to the frame. Here, 
readings should be 1 to 3 ohms because 
of the cable and test wire resistance. 
Readings higher than that require 
attention by cleaning the posts and re-
connecting the cable connections.

With the battery voltage and 

the basic battery-to-frame ground 
connection verifi ed as OK the trouble-
shooting steps move to whatever light 
or device failed. Connect the alligator-
clipped test wire to the negative probe 
on the meter and reset the meter for 
testing DC volts on a scale near 12 
volts. Connect the other clip end of 
the test wire to the battery negative 
post. Make sure the circuit is turned 
on; for example, let’s say it is the 
running light switch because one of the 
running lights has failed. With a fi rm 
ground connection from the meter to 
the negative post, you can now begin 
checking for 12-volt DC readings at all 
connection points along the circuit.

The running light bulb is removed 
from the socket. The red positive test 
probe is touched to the connection 
points and a 12-volt DC reading was 
achieved indicating a ground connection 
failure for our example. It is quickly 
verifi ed by connecting one alligator clip 
to the battery negative post or shiny 
metal on the frame and touching the 
base of the light socket with the other 
clip after reinstalling the light bulb. The 
bulb should light.

If a 12-volt DC reading was not 
found at the light socket, the next test 
would be at the switch. If a 12-volt DC 
reading is not achieved at the switch 
(when turned on), move to the next step.

Test the circuit fuse. If you have a 
12-volt DC reading on one side and not 
the other, the fuse has failed. If a 12-volt 
DC reading is not present on both sides, 
trace the fuse block supply wire back to 
its source connection to fi nd the fault, 

working your way along the supply 
wiring right back to the positive post on 
the battery, if necessary.

This same set of steps, in order, 
would be used to test any light or 
device failure. Once the failure point is 
discovered make the repair to fi x the 
problem and eliminate the probability of 
similar failures in the future. Clean and 
reattach the connections and replace 
any damaged section of wiring.

Preventive Measures
Now, let’s look at some things that 
can be done to reduce the risk of poor 
ground connections.

At least annually, clean all 
connection cables with a wire brush 
to ensure a fi rm metal-to-metal 
mechanical connection at all battery 
joints as shown in photo 9.

Clean the battery posts with a wire 
brush as well as shown in photo 10.

Use an anti-corrosion pad at all 
battery cable connection points as 
shown in photo 11.

Use an anti-corrosion coating such 
as the one shown in photo 12. Spray on 
all exposed battery and ground connec-
tions following the instructions on the 
can and renew the spray every 90 days.

Should you fi nd yourself cleaning 
and repairing to-chassis ground con-
nections, use anti-corrosion spray 
there also, covering an area about 1.5 
inches in diameter around the point of 
connection.

The above maintenance steps will 
help keep your rig well-grounded, 
allowing you to enjoy your travels. 

LOST GROUND CONNECTIONS

With the battery voltage and its source connection to fi nd the fault, allowing you to enjoy your travels. 

[10] While the cables are disconnected, clean the terminals with a wire brush as well. [11] In addition to preventing corrosion, felt terminal pads like 
this one are color coded, which makes it easier to discern the positive and negative terminals. [12] Once you’ve thoroughly cleaned the terminals and 
cables, apply a sparing amount of battery terminal protector spray or dielectric grease to prevent oxidation from forming on the bare metal.
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DO YOUR HOMEWORK 
And Know The Newmar Di�erence

VISIT THE NEWMAR WEBSITE 

Compare models side-by-side.

See a 360° view of every model’s interior.

Learn about Comfort Drive™ Steering.

Download full-size e-brochures.

Research �oor plans, designs, features.

Find a dealer and browse their inventory.

Newmarcorp.com/Homework
TAKE THE FACTORY TOUR

Experience the attention to detail that goes 
into every Newmar touring coach.

Watch the Newmar Paint Specialists apply 
the Masterpiece™ Finish.

Observe the Newmar Quality Control Team 
perform 1,000+ checks on every coach.

GO TO A NEWMAR DEALER
There’s one in your backyard

Experience the Newmar Di�erence �rsthand.

Talk with a Newmar Product Professional.

Test the Comfort Drive™ Steering system.

NewmarCorp.com |   1-(800)-852-1731

Given Monday through Friday

Newmar Corporation, Circle 111 on Reader Service Card
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QUICK TIPS INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FROM OUR READERS

Keep the Critters Out
A few years ago I had a startling surprise when I opened my electric 
cord access compartment and a chipmunk bailed out! If you have 
creepy crawlers, spiders, ants, rodents, etc., secure your electrical 
cord and water hose access compartments by cutting matching holes 
in the plastic threaded access covers. Also, purchase a separate 
cover (without drilling the holes) for use when on the road or in 
storage. 

First, remove the source of electrical power and be sure the 
generator is shut down. Next, disconnect the 30- or 50-amp cord 
from its attachment terminals in the transfer switch. Then measure 
the diameter of the cord.

Drill a hole in the center of a plastic access cover to match the cord 
diameter; make it tight, but still loose enough to adjust the cord length 
as needed. Then reconnect the electrical cord in the transfer switch.

Repeat similarly for your water hose access cover.
Doug Warnecke | Harwood, North Dakota

Have an Idea? Quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your DIY ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750 
Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Be sure to include any photos, illus-
trations or drawings. If your tip is selected for publication, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN. Ill
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Hold That Hose
You set up camp, make all your attachments and assume things will be fi ne. 
But hot weather and repeated dumping of the tanks causes the sewer hose to 
slump even though you use one of those slinky-like devices.

My solution: Purchase 8 feet of 4-inch PVC drainpipe. Cut into 2- to 4-foot 
sections and then rip each section lengthwise. You can now create a perfect 
channel for your sewer hose to lie in while using the slinky for a proper 
slope. Any length from 4 to 16 feet is possible.
Jim Stroh | Loveland, Colorado

A Better Grip
While RVing in the mountains last summer I had the doors open a lot and 
used the screen. There was no grab bar to pull the door shut behind me. 
Stores do sell them, but they are sort of bulky. I bought a handle off the shelf 
at Lowe’s that was large enough for my hand to fi t in. The screws that came 
with the new handle were too long, so before installing, I put nuts on and 
then drilled the two holes. After installing, I tightened the nuts down and cut 
the ends of the screws off, then fi led down the rough edges. I added a drop of 
super glue to keep the nuts tight.
Marilyn Hughes | Leeds, Alabama 

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FROM OUR READERS
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SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.800.626.5944    |    CampingWorld.com 

Wherever your RV takes you, the Tailgater® Portable  
Satellite Antenna and DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming  

allow you to tune in to your favorite TV programs.

Tailgater by DISH o�ers:
n Quick and easy setup
n Lightweight and compact to fit any space
n Automatic satellite detection 
n HD programming

Call Camping World at 1-888-875-1540 to activate your DISH programming!

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.875.1540    |    CampingWorld.com 

* Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers 
subject to change without notice. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will 
lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Offer subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. 
Additional restrictions may apply. © 2014 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved.CA
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Great TV on the Road… 
Just the Way You Want It!

With DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming*:
n  Pay only for the months you use
n Only DISH lets you watch your favorite shows in HD
n No charge to start or stop monthly service
n  Programming for as little as $44.99 per month!

#73912 Club SALE $99.95 
Reg. $109.99

#65148 Club SALE $349 
Reg. $379.99

CA029189_1105_DISH ad_FebMH.indd   1 11/17/14   8:05 AM

DISH Network, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card
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All motorhomes have a refrigerator 
and freezer; some have two doors, 
some have four doors. The size of 

the refrigerator is defi nitely a selling point 
when choosing a motorhome as buyers 
assess their needs to store food for their 

type of travel. It’s probably safe to assume that most RVers 
can manage their available refrigerator/freezer space and 
pack accordingly. But what happens when a local big-box 
store is having a great sale on items frequently used for 
meal preparation? Or what about that fi shing trip when 
limits were fi lled each day? Storage of cold and frozen foods 
can easily become an issue when on the road. Ice chests will 
work for a short period of time, but it’s a pain to keep adding 
ice and dealing with water that disintegrates packaging and 
dilutes the food stored in poorly sealed containers.

Portable refrigerators are a great option to supplement 
cold-food storage. Longtime RV appliance manufacturer 
Dometic has redesigned its line of portable refrigera-
tor/freezers, and the introduction of the CFX35 makes a 
perfect companion when RV refrigerator shelves start 
overfl owing. Beyond the nicer look of the redesigned box, 
the CFX series Fridge Freezers have a new compressor 
from a major European manufacturer that uses new 
technology to improve energy effi ciency and general 
cooling performance. It has a low-maintenance refrigerant 
circuit and the strong and reliable compressor runs off of 
120-volt AC or 12-volt DC power.

The CFX35 is nicely packaged in a rugged gray-and-
blue-striped plastic casing fi lled with generous portions 
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Cost: $685.00

Time: 15 minutes
Diffi culty: 1/10
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Cold-Food Storage
Dometic’s new CFX35 portable refrigerator/freezer 
keeps perishables safe in two temperature zones

 COACH & POWERTRAIN

By Kevin Livingston

Two compartment zones allow a temperature differential of 10-12 
degrees, so the CFX35 can serve as a refrigerator and freezer. 
Controls are clearly displayed on the side of the unit; there’s even a 
USB port for charging portable electronic devices.

of insulation in every place it could possibly go. Building 
the CFX35 in this manner allows the unit to reach desired 
temperatures in a very short amount of time, while not 
completely draining batteries when operating on 12-volt 
DC power. In fact, in about one hour, the temperature 
inside the CFX35 was down to the chosen temperature 
of 42 degrees Fahrenheit. The unit has a temperature 
range from 50 degrees Fahrenheit to minus 8 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Where the CFX35 really shines is in its two-zone 
capability, which provides independent temperatures in 
two zones, allowing one section to serve as a refrigerator 
and the other as a freezer. There is a 10-12-degree dif-
ferential between the sections. Aside from the basics you 
would expect from a refrigerator or freezer, the CFX35 has 
an LED display for temperature readings in both Celsius 
and Fahrenheit and an LED to illuminate the interior. The 
control panel monitors the vehicle’s battery levels and 
even supplies a USB charging port for phones and small 
electronics. The battery monitor is designed to shut off the 
CFX35 automatically once the supply voltage falls below a 
certain point, when the ignition is switched off.

Obviously, due to the nature of the beast, there really 
isn’t any type of installation involved other than fi nding a 
suitable location for the CFX35’s 24.8-by-15.7-by-16.2-inch 
dimensions and selecting the appropriate power supply 
cable, depending on location and type of voltage. The only 
remaining operation from here is to depress the “Set” 
button twice followed by opting to press “Up” or “Down” 
until reaching the desired temperature reading. 

The CFX35 is a perfect accessory for those who shop 
for a lot of food. Yes, the CFX35 is on the pricey side at 
$685 (Camping World price as of press time), but if the 
idea of keeping extra chilled or frozen foods for long 
periods of time in a portable refrigerator/freezer that runs 
nearly silently is appealing, the new Dometic unit will fi t 
the bill nicely. 

Dometic, 800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

Dometic’s Fridge Freezer has a 
smart-looking gray-and-blue casing.APPLIANCES
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Progressive is America’s #1 specialty RV insurance provider. 
From motor homes to camper vans and travel trailers, we’ve got you covered. 

1.800.PROGRESSIVE / PROGRESSIVE.COM

Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affi liates. Insurance prices and products are different when purchased directly from Progressive or through independent agents/brokers.  
No. 1 in specialty RV insurance from 2013 Millward Brown national survey data.

Progressive Insurance, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card
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Measure Twice, Order Once
Involved in an ordering dispute with an 
online company, a reader asked Hot Line 
to intercede on his behalf. He wrote:

In most cases, when ordering 
anything specifi cally made to order, it 
is the buyer’s responsibility to get the 
information right the fi rst time. That 
means following ordering instruc-
tions and ensuring the measure-
ments are correct, if not, then the 
buyer is responsible for absorbing the 
cost. Although Hot Line was unable to 
assist Hilkowski in this case, we have 
published his dilemma to caution 
others who might be contemplating 
such a purchase. A.I.A. Industries 
responded to our inquiry as follows:

A.I.A. Industries Inc. is a custom 
skylight manufacturer. We manufac-
ture whole curb-mount skylights for 
residential and commercial use, as 
well as replacement domes for those 
skylights. Since we make all of our 
skylights and replacement domes 
to order, we get called on to make 
replacement domes for older RVs 
where the original RV or dome man-
ufacturer is no longer in business. 

Our online worksheet, which was 
fi lled out by Hilkowski, specifi cally 
states, “Custom skylights are non-

HANDS-ON | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN
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returnable. Be sure to double check 
measurements for accuracy.” I relied 
on Hilkowski’s ability to accurately 
measure his existing unit and use the 
worksheet and detail drawing to make 
sure the replacement dome would fi t. 

If Hilkowski had ordered a replace-
ment dome that measured 26-3/4 by 
26-3/4 inches tip to tip with a standard 
6-inch dome height and standard 
1-1/2-inch-wide fl ange, which could 
be used in a standard curb-mount 
skylight, I would gladly give him back 
his purchase price minus shipping. 

Plain and simple, they are made to 
order and are not returnable if they do 
not fi t because of inaccurate measure-
ments. 
Larry Barr, Project Manager
A.I.A. Industries Inc. | Denver, Colorado

Premature Failure
Struggling to resolve a warranty dispute 
on his own, a reader asked Hot Line for 
help. He wrote:

We purchased a new 2013 Forest 
River Forester in April 2013, and have 
had issues with the Onan generator 
since September 2013. It would run for 
a few minutes and then shut off and 
not restart. We took it to an RV repair 
center and were told that it needed to 
go to an Onan dealer for repairs. We 
took the motorhome to Cummins 
Southern Plains in San Antonio, Texas. 
The service supervisor there, Josh 
Veith, told us that after only 76 hours 
on the generator, it had ran out of oil 
and froze up. He took photos and sent 
them to Onan for warranty replace-
ment of the generator, but the 
company refused to warrant the 
generator because it had run out of oil.

I am asking for Onan to reconsider 
its decision.
Mike Bethell | Waxahachie, Texas

Hot Line corresponded with Cummins 
Southern Plains in hopes that we could 
draw attention to Bethell’s plight. Some 
time later, we heard from Bethell with 
an update on his situation. He wrote:

I don’t know if Hot Line’s letter 
prompted a response, or if my 
diligence paid off, but my generator 
has been repaired at no cost to me. 
Many thanks to Hot Line, and a big 
thank you to Cummins Southern Plains 
for covering the cost of labor and parts 
that Onan did not want to cover.
M.B. 

We have a 1994 Fleetwood Southwind that has many items that are 
worn out and need to be replaced. One such item was the outside 

dome over the bathroom shower. I contacted RV supply stores, but they 
didn’t carry the replacement dome. Then, I searched the Internet, looking for 
someone who could make a replacement. I came across A.I.A. Industries and 
sent the company an email on what I needed. I also sent photos of the cracked 
dome. They gave me a price of $125 and I placed my order.

When the package arrived, the dome didn’t fi t. I called the company and 
told them so, but they said if the size is right, then I bought it. I’m willing to 
send it back if I can get a refund. Can Hot Line help me out? After all of this, 
I did contact Fleetwood and the company had a replacement dome in stock. 
Lesson learned: Call the coach manufacturer fi rst.
Ralph Hilkowski | Naples, Florida

Contact Hot Line for HelpTake Action
Hot Line assists in mediating confl icts between consumers and RV dealers and manufactur-
ers, accessories suppliers and service providers. After exhausting all other resources, send 
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036 
and enclose copies of appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. Selected letters will be edited and published unless otherwise requested.
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FREE FREE FREE

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 25 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• 550 Stores Nationwide
• HarborFreight.com    800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy
• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!
SUPER

 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!
SUPER

 

COUPON!

How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 
And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
550 Stores Nationwide.

FREE
SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or 
HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with 
other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, 
extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-On 
Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), Predator Gas Power 
Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not 
valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with 
original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 4/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

20%
OFF

ANY SINGLE ITEM

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges 
may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 
be presented. Valid through 4/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges 
may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 
be presented. Valid through 4/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges 
may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 
be presented. Valid through 4/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

WITH ANY 
PURCHASE

WITH ANY PURCHASE WITH ANY PURCHASEWITH ANY PURCHASE

SAVE 
$80

2500 LB. 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH WIRELESS 
REMOTE CONTROL

Item 61258 
shown

LOT NO.  68146
61258 /61297/61840REG. PRICE $129.99

 $4999 

Item 60625 
shown REG. PRICE $19.99

 $999 

LOT NO.  95578
69645 /60625

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

SAVE 
50%

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

 $14999 
REG. PRICE 

$219 .99 
Item 67847 

shown

"The Perfect Compressor with Powerful, 
Quiet and Consistent Airfl ow...
Plus we Love the Low Price"
– Street Trucks Magazine

SAVE 
$70

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 4/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

 $9299 REG. 
PRICE 

$169. 99 

 RAPID PUMP®

3 TON 
LOW PROFILE 
HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

LOT NO.  68049/62326
60688/61253/61282 

$7999

Item 
61253 
shown

29'' Long

2-3/4'' High
LOW PROFILE

20"

• Weighs 77 lbs.

SAVE
$90

LOT NO.  67847 
61454/61693

REG. 
PRICE 

$79 .99 

 $5999 
Item 

69401 
shown

4-IN-1 JUMP STARTER 
WITH AIR COMPRESSOR

SAVE 
25%

LOT NO. 60666
69401/62374  /62453

LOT NO. 
    68784
69387
62270

REG. PRICE $699 .99 
 $36999 

 44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 

ROLLER CABINET 

Item 68784 shown

"We Are Impressed With the Quality...
The Price is Incredible"

– Car Craft Magazine

• Super High 
Gloss Finish

• 2633 lb. Capacity
• Weighs 245 lbs.

SAVE 
$330

INDUSTRIAL QUALITY SAVE SAVE 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 4/24/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

REG. PRICE $179.99
 $12999 
$9999

900 PEAK/
700 RUNNING WATTS 

2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE
 GAS RECREATIONAL 

GENERATOR
LOT NO.  66619 

69381/60338/62472

Item 
69381 
shown

 GAS RECREATIONAL 
GENERATOR

SAVE
$80

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER SET 

3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT
NINE LED ALUMINUM

FLASHLIGHT
1" x 25 FT. 

TAPE MEASURE

ITEM 
47770/61313 VALUE

 $499 
VALUE

 $699 
VALUE

 $699 
Item 

47770 
shown

ITEM
69052/69111

Item 
69052 
shown

ITEM 69080
69030/69031

Item 
69080 
shown
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866-694-1582

CALL OR CLICK TO JOIN!

GoodSamTravelAssist.com

This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Plan Description carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions, and limitations.  GTA35785 - 1114

TRAVELASSIST IS NOT A 
MEDICAL INSURANCE PLAN.

IT’S A GET YOU, YOUR FAMILY, 
YOUR PETS AND YOUR RIG 
BACK HOME SAFE PLAN.

Good Sam Travel Assist Benefits Include:
• Emergency Medical Evacuation • Transportation Home After Stabilization
• RV/Vehicle Return Service • Travel Companion Benefits
• Prescription Replacement Assistance • Pet Return Assistance

Plans start
at just

$7999
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Motorhome Cab Heater Issue

One Drip at a Time
Here is a perplexing problem. 
I have a GM 454 TBI engine 

installed in a 1994 Class A Winnebago 
34-foot Vectra. It is an original instal-
lation with 27,300 miles on the clock. 
It runs like a fi ne watch, no malfunc-
tion indicator lights (MIL) or other 
known maladies. No overheating or 
abnormal temp or oil pressure; not 
even leaking exhaust headers.

Last spring, I found a small drip of 
antifreeze on the parking pad. Then I 
noticed that the drip seemed to occur 
every time the outside tempera-
ture fl uctuated a few degrees. The 
reservoir level fl uctuates normally 
between cold and hot levels.

The coach was parked for a week 
or two and I loosened the pressure 
cap. Having released all the 
pressure, and with the reservoir at 
the cold mark and the antifreeze at 
the throat of the radiator, I capped it 
again. It sat another week, again with 
fl uctuating outside temperatures 
and outside barometric pressure 
changes, and a drip appeared. I got 
my camera and noted the only drip 
I could fi nd was from the vent hole 
in the fl ex plate cover and, with the 

HANDS-ON | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN
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cover removed, between the oil pan 
and fl ywheel. There is no evidence of a 
leak from the intake or cylinder head 
gaskets from the top of the engine. 
The oil level is normal and there is no 
evidence of contamination.

Is there a frost plug or other exit 
point on the back of the engine above the 
pan and between the fl ex plate/trans-
mission? Is it possible to have a cracked 
block without it having been frozen or 
overheated? Is there some way to fi x 
whatever, wherever it is, without pulling 
the engine or transmission out?

Why is the cooling system under 
pressure after being relieved and not 
run again for an extended period? (I 
thought these engines were sealed at 
least from outside pressure changes.) 
Also, no additives or chemicals have 
been added to the antifreeze other than 
the 45 to 50 percent distilled water.
Doug Warnecke | Harwood, North Dakota 

It is, indeed, unusual for the 
pressure to be maintained for 

such a long time. Typically, after 
the engine cools off, the pressure 
goes away. You might try a different 
pressure cap. Keeping pressure in 
the system will help the coolant fi nd 

any tiny pinholes to leak through. It is 
unlikely, but possible, that the block 
has a tiny crack even if it wasn’t frozen. 
However, the more likely possibilities 
are that a core plug is rusting through 
or otherwise leaking. 

With a 20-year-old engine I’d 
suspect rust, particularly based on 
the photo you sent showing so much 
rust in the area. There are several 
holes in the back of the block that have 
press-fi t or threaded plugs. Often the 
press-fi t plugs start to rust through. 
I’ve also seen blocks with porosity in 
the metal that results in a leak from 
a water passage. I had one of these 
and we drilled the block and welded it 
up. Screw-in or press-in plugs can be 
replaced fairly easily (once the trans-
mission is removed). In any of these 
cases, the transmission has to come 
out to access the back of the block.

You could put a coolant pressure 
tester on it and subject the system 
to increased pressure to see if you 
can trigger a leak. Coolant dye and a 
black light can be used to help spot the 
source. Make certain it’s not running 
down from above. 

I’m not a fan of stop-leak products, 
because they tend to clog heater cores 

By Ken Freund

I have a 2011 Damon Astoria 40KT. 
The issue is the dash heater; it 
seems insuffi cient to provide 
adequate comfort heating when 

traveling down the highway. When I fi rst took 
possession of the coach, I noticed this and 
my local service technician said the baffl es 
were not completely open, so he corrected it. 
But, it still does not seem to heat suffi ciently. 
All this leads to my question: Can I safely run 
the motorhome furnace while traveling down 
the road for increased comfort?
W. Craig Adams | Fenton, Michigan

First, check the engine coolant tem-
perature to make sure the thermostat 

is keeping the temperature up to specifi ca-
tion. This should be around 190-195 degrees 
Fahrenheit. If that checks out OK, then 
yes, you can safely run the coach furnace. 
Obviously, you must remember to turn it off 
when refueling. Another option is an auxiliary 
cab heater. Just search “cab heater” on the 
Internet for a list of choices.

In really cold weather I have rigged up a 
clear plastic tarp that keeps heat in the cab 
area.
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and radiator tubes, etc. However, if you 
understand the risks, and are trying to 
postpone the need for a fairly expensive 
repair, you might try that fi rst.

Auxiliary Cooling Fan
We have a 1991 Fleetwood 
Searcher 23-foot Class C on a 

Chevrolet G30 van chassis. There’s 
an electric cooling fan in front of 
the radiator that does not power 
up when the A/C is on. My regular 
repair technician used my factory 
GM electrical manual only to realize 
that it’s useless in regard to the fan. 
He applied power to it externally and 
the fan does work. It has a factory 
connector, but there’s no power going 
to the fan from anyplace he can fi nd. 

My question is, is it supposed to 
come on when the A/C is engaged, or 
does it only come on when the engine/
coolant temperature goes way above 
normal, and where does it get power 
from? The dealer techs at GM are 
clueless. I took it to an auto electrical 
shop to no avail, and the Fleetwood 
techs weren’t helpful either. Any ideas?
Mike and Carol DeCastra 
Homewood, Alabama

As I recall, the auxiliary fan on 
these models is controlled by a 

relay that is triggered by high coolant 
temperatures and/or when the air 
conditioning is on (this helps cool 
the condenser that is in front of the 
radiator, to help improve air-condi-
tioning performance). If you can’t fi nd 
a wiring diagram, follow the wiring 
back and try to fi nd the relay and test 
it. Then test its inputs from the coolant 
sensor and A/C circuits. Alternatively, 
you could wire in your own continuous 
duty 30A relay to power the fan. The 
wire that powers the compressor 
clutch can be used to trigger the relay 
when the A/C is on. Power for the relay 
comes from the fuse box. You could 
also install a toggle switch under the 
dash and run wiring to operate the fan 
if the engine gets hot (the overheat 
circuit may still be working, but you 
don’t know). Put a diode in the wire 
so that power from the toggle switch 

doesn’t feed back and apply the 
compressor clutch.

Hard To Find 8.00 x 16.5 Tires
My 1989 Cobra Passport 
motorhome is 25 years old. It has 

a GMC chassis with a V-8 engine and 
is about 21 feet long. The tires are size 
8.00 x 16.5 and are no longer available 
— unless I buy used tires. I already 
have used tires on my motorhome 
that I had installed about eight years 
ago, brand new. I called several local 
motorhome dealers in western New 
York state and nobody could help.  I 
will need new wheels (rims) and new 
tires. Where do I fi nd wheels (new or 
used)? I called a few auto wreckers/
junk yards and they said they do not 
have any motorhome parts. Where can 
I get 16-inch inch wheels that will fi t?  
David F. Quagliana | Williamsville, New York 

You are right, they are getting 
hard to fi nd, but not impossible. 

A quick search on eBay brought up 
several new 8.00 x 16.5 tires for less 
than $130 with shipping. You might 
also fi nd some locally by calling around 
to tire dealers. You should be able to 
use 8.75 x 16.5 tires, which are more 
readily available, but you will have to 
change all tires at once. I found them 
online at www.thetirerack.com. If you 
decide to bite the bullet and change 
your wheels, 16 inchers should be 
easy to fi nd in salvage yards. Instead of 
asking for motorhome wheels, look for 
wheels from a GM (Chevy) dually G30 
or GMC G35 chassis.

Allison Angst
I have a 1997 Coachman Catalina 
with transmission problems. I just 

got the motorhome and I need advice 
on where to start. As I drove it home, 
I noticed that when the coach down-
shifted, the service light on the trans-
mission gear selector came on. It also 
downshifted really hard going from 
fi fth to fourth gear. I haven’t pulled 
the codes yet from the strip panel. It 
has an Allison 3060 transmission. I am 
going to service the motorhome, but 
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want to know if there’s something else 
I need to keep an eye on.   
Brandon Robicheaux | Via email

Initially my response was to read 
the trouble codes to get an idea 

where to start. Soon, Robicheaux 
sent another email saying, “I think I 
have figured it out. The linkage on the 
injector pump for the tranny throttle 
position sensor (TPS) was worn out, so 
I built another bracket and installed it 
on the injector fuel linkage and rein-
stalled the TPS. I took a test drive and 
everything seems to be working fine 
now. No codes or hard downshifting.”

It is likely that other readers may 
encounter a similar problem, so I am 
passing along the solution, which may 
save a lot of time and money.

Dual Tire Pressure Equalization
I recently purchased a 2014 
Fleetwood Southwind 32VS. It has 

dually tires and I have purchased a 
Crossfire Dual Tire Pressure Equaliza-
tion System rated 100 psi. Is that the 
correct device for my tires? I have not 
installed it yet and wonder if it should 
remain on the tire when traveling? 
Mike DeCastra | Homewood, Alabama

Your first step before ordering 
should have been to determine 

what the correct tire pressure in your 
rear tires should be. With the coach 
loaded for a trip and fueled, the axles 
should be weighed on a truck scale 
and the weights divided by the number 
of tires on each respective axle. 
Then look up the recommended tire 
pressure, using a load-inflation chart 
provided by the tire manufacturer. 
These are available on their websites. 
Crossfire TPMS valves are available 
for desired air pressure of 50 to 150 
psi, in 5-psi increments. 

This system was designed 
primarily for over-the-road trucks, to 
be used when traveling, and should 
be fairly reliable. The main concern 
I have is that whenever you install 
hoses connecting to the tire valves, you 
introduce a potential for an air leak 
and a flat tire. Installation is critical, 

and you will have to decide if you want 
to run them or not.

For more information see: www.
crossfirecomponents.co.nz/part-
numbers-replacement-parts/#sthash.
PCE33pzy.dpuf and www.crossfire-
components.co.nz/contact-us-2.

Dinghy Towing Question
We are towing a car four-wheels-
down with a Brake Buddy. What 

position should the ignition key in the 
car be in? 
Jodi Moretz | Via email

You did not say what model 
vehicle you have. Hopefully it 

is towable. Normally it is the first 
click that unlocks the steering. Just 
a reminder to you and others, this 
information should be in the owner’s 
manual of all vehicles that have been 
approved by the manufacturer for flat 
towing, along with any other towing 
procedures required by the manufac-
turer.

Removing Sap
What is the best way to remove 
pine pitch from an RV? We parked 

under a pine tree and didn’t realize 
what a mess we were in for.
Marvin Fessemott | Elkton, Florida

When removing sap from a rubber 
roof, avoid petroleum-based 

chemicals. If it is just a few spots, you 
can put ice on them and peel the sap 
right off. For larger areas, you can use 
rubbing alcohol and a cloth. Let it soak 
in and wipe it off. Hand-sanitizing gel 
(which contains alcohol) works well 
because it doesn’t evaporate as fast, 
but it’s more expensive. 

For removing sap from fiberglass 
or aluminum, use mineral spirits on a 
dampened soft cloth. For small areas, 
WD-40 can be sprayed on the sap, 
then let it sit for a while and wipe with 
a soft cloth. Use the least amount of 
pressure possible to reduce the risk 
of scratching the finish. After removal, 
wash the surfaces and apply polish 
or wax to the affected areas. Test the 

method in an inconspicuous place 
before applying to a visible area.

Slideout … Won’t
I am having trouble with my 
slideout: It won’t extend. It 

makes a clicking noise at the switch, 
and nothing happens. The same 
thing happened to the steps. I got 
underneath, pulled a connector apart 
and snapped it back together, and 
then the steps worked. Is this a coinci-
dence? There is not much on trouble-
shooting in the slideout manual.
Lori Bertolucci | Via email

Both of these items use electric 
motors, which draw a fair amount 

of current. This requires that the 
electrical connections be clean, tight 
and corrosion-free. Voltage going to 
the motor should not drop precipi-
tously under load. I would check the 
battery terminals first. If problems 
continue, measure the voltage at the 
battery when there is no load and when 
the slideout motor is activated. A fully 
charged battery should read about 12.6 
volts; it shouldn’t drop below about 10 
volts under heavy load. Then trace the 
source of the voltage drop. 

Interference Noise from AM 
Radio

I discovered that, while using 
the AM radio, I can hear a 

high-frequency buzz while plugged 
into shorepower. The tone of sound 
changes as I turn on lights, pumps or 
fans. This occurs even if everything 
except the radio is turned off. The 
noise disappears when the shorepower 
is disconnected. Is the inverter mal-
functioning? 
John Connell | Via email

AM radios are very susceptible 
to radio frequency interference 

(RFI). That is one of the main reasons 
for FM radio. Power converters and 
inverters give off various amounts of 
RFI and noise. You can reduce this 
effect by installing an outside antenna, 
by moving the radio away from RFI 
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Contact our experts: 
Email tech@motorhomemagazine.com 
or write to MotorHome, 2750 Park View 
Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036 
(please include your name, city and 
state). Selected letters will be answered 
in the magazine, but time does not permit 
individual replies.

Have a Tech Question?

sources, and by adding RFI filters 
and shielding. Try the easy stuff first. 
Check with an electronics store for RFI 
filters, etc. 

Hot-Oil Smell — Use 
Recirculating Mode
In the December 2014 issue, Howard 
Scott asked about a hot-oil smell 
on his dinghy vehicles where he 
couldn’t find any oil leaks. Could he be 
confusing hot-oil smell with exhaust 
smell? In the owner’s manual of some 
“toads” (dinghy vehicles) it says to 
put the fresh air on the “recirculat-
ing” setting, thus shutting the inside 
of the toad off from any outside odors. 
If he has fresh air coming into the 
toad from outside he could be getting 
exhaust smells on the inside of his 
toad.  
Shorty Young | Prairie Du Sac, Wisconsin

Although we received a lot of 
responses to this problem, yours was 
the only one suggesting this solution, 
which may help in some cases.

Hot-Oil Smell Cause
This is in response to “Hot-Oil Smell.” 
I have a 2012 33-foot Winnebago 
Adventurer and my towed vehicle is 
a 2013 Jeep Wrangler. I noticed a 
smell, off and on, every time I drove 
the Jeep after it had been towed. To 
me, the smell was like burning brake 
linings, but the Jeep rolled smoothly 
with no hint of a brake problem. I did 
some Internet research and found 
people complaining about the same 
problem. The common explanation 
was that the smell comes from road 
debris (oil, rubber particles, etc.) that 
is thrown up as the RV travels down 
the road. Some of the debris sticks to 
the underside of the towed vehicle’s 
exhaust system. When the towed 
vehicle is driven, the debris burns off, 
and thus the smell. I think this is a 
credible explanation because I only 
noticed the smell the first time I drove 
my Jeep any distance after towing it 
behind the RV and after that, no smell.
John Groom | Via email

Thanks for writing. Your explanation 
seems to be the most common one 
we’ve received from readers, and it 
makes sense if no leaks are present.

Removing the Hot-Oil Smell
This is regarding the hot-oil smell 
coming from the dinghy vehicle after 
being towed. I found the problem to be 
bits of rubber being thrown up into the 
hot transmission cooler and radiator. 
When I get to my destination, I simply 
use a water hose with the nozzle set 
to “jet” position to rinse out the coils, 
and that has always eliminated the 
smell.
Mack Henderson | Via email

Thanks for sharing your solution.

Towing an Edge — Comment
Regarding the August 2014 letter, 
“Towing an Edge,” I have a Lincoln 
MKT that is made at the same plant as 
the Ford Edge, and I make sure that 
all the automatic items are turned off 
before towing, and I’ve never had a 
battery issue. Be sure to turn off the 
lights, radio, air, windshield wipers 
and, if you have it, the refrigerator. I 
have towed for more than two years 
with no issues. 
Bob Pease | Indio, California

That is good advice when towing any 
dinghy vehicle. However, if you run 
an auxiliary braking system (and you 
should), most require a considerable 
amount of current to operate. That’s 
why I’m an advocate of installing 
a battery charge line for all dinghy 
vehicles. 
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HOSSPAD
RV Jack Pad

• Made in USA
of recycled
rubber tires 
• Won't crack,
rot, break, chip 
• Conforms to the ground • Withstands 
temperature extremes (-20 to 160F)
• Variety of sizes for various RV sizes/weights

Level on it.
Jack on it.
Park on it.

To order or for more info:
www.hosspad.com

1-888-509-0668

See the
jack pad test
in Feb. 2013
MotorHome

                  

 

         

          
        

A leveling pad.
A jack pad.

ENGINE OIL DRAIN VALVE
Makes your oil change easy and clean!

tel:425-270-3466 

www.OilDrainValve.net

For
-RVs
-Generators
-Water drain
-Trucks

ORDER ONLINE
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ACCESSORIES

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint -- 
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV & 
Ozone resistant -- good to 300˚ F. 5-year warranty.   
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com   

MOTORHOME MOTORCYCLE CARRIER 
all aluminum loader, 12 volt system removes 
in 90 secs. $2,595 plus cargo deck platform. 
mountainmaster.net 623-451-7121    

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991 
To buy 800-272-0401 
To sell 800-952-0401. 
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.    

Premier Camping Membership for Sale 
Gettysburg, PA as home park. Includes 
FREE camping nationwide at premier, 
deluxe and classic resorts. Call Don at 
717-632-7076 

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas 
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village 
RV Lots $20s, RV Casitas $120s.  
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com   

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas 
Retama Village -  Supersites $50s.  
RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.  
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com  

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT- FROSTPROOF, FL 
•Developer Close Out•  RV Porte Lots 1/2 Price 
From $29,950 While They Last. 
1-863-635-3685 • www.lilylake.com  

FLORIDA LAKE WALES - 2300sf, 3BR/3BA/2car, 
plus RV garage w/full hookup. Gated 55+. Best 
ever neighborhood  $345,000. OBO 
863-232-6227 Preview at www.lakeashton.us   

LEGAL SERVICES

MONTANA LLC LAWYER • SAVE SALES TAX $ 
on next RV purchase • Attorney operated. 
• Go with 36+ years experienced law fi rm. 
1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com     

LOTS FOR SALE

MINI RV ESTATE, Q, AZ. 
Ideal for family/group. 6 RV Hookups. 
12x40 Park model, covered patio, garage, 
landscape, fountain/pond. Adj. BLM/State land. 
$223K cash/terms available. 360-731-5031

LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT

MINNEAPOLIS AREA-RV LOTS by the 
Mississippi River in private RV park with 
full hookups, pool, views. (1 mo min) 
Visit us at:  www.mrarvpark.com  

MAIL FORWARDING

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD  
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$  
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700  
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us fi rst!       

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

2 LOCATIONS IN SAN DIEGO 
San Marcos -- 800-961-4464 
Santee -- 800-691-9117 
Over 300 Motorhomes & Towables! 
HOLLANDRVCENTERS.COM   

MOTORHOMES WANTED

    

$ RV BUYERS OF AMERICA $  
WE BUY YEAR 2003 & NEWER DIESEL 

& GAS • FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP  
TOLL FREE  1-888-782-8987  

www.rvbuyersusa.com 
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE 

  

Buying 2005 and Newer Motorhomes!
www.usedrvpros.com

Call 866-687-2274

CASH FOR YOUR RV!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Now, more money-saving  
reasons to join!

GoodSamClub.com
Join today at

• Good Sam RV Park Camping Discounts
• Camping World Club Pricing
• Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane & Dump  
 Station Discounts 
• Plus Many More!

1.800.234.3450or call

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Now, more money-saving  
reasons to join!

GoodSamClub.com
Join today at

• Good Sam RV Park Camping Discounts
• Camping World Club Pricing
• Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane & Dump  
 Station Discounts 
• Plus Many More!

1.800.234.3450or call
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I BUY MOTORHOMES 
CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff! 
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours. 
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!! 
NATIONWIDE 210-287-2628    

I BUY MOTORHOMES 
All Makes & Models, 25 yrs experience,  
NATIONWIDE, Top Dollar $$, will BEAT any 
bid, Call ME, you will be glad you did!!  
Tiffany 361-815-9536 

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER 
Cash for your late model gas or 
diesel motorhome.  Will buy nationwide. 
Toll free 866-803-6787  www.futuresrv.com   

NATIONWIDE RV BUYER 
Searching for Pre-Owned RVs 
Call 303.717.0880 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com 
www.rvbuyerswest.com   

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes. 
All makes and models.No hassles.  
For instant cash call Keith Roy  
(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.      

WE BUY  MOTORHOMES 
2000 & NEWER - Best Prices for Best Coaches 
CASH Payment & NATIONWIDE Pick Up 
Contact Bill Fishfader @ 1-509-993-0321.                  

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com 
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD. 
60,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings 
www.RVT.com or 1.877.705.0025   

RV REGISTRY 
www.rvregistry.com 
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels 
For Sale by Owners 
No Sales Commissions 
Buyers/Sellers   800-546-8457 

RV RESORT LOT RENTALS

OUTDOOR RESORT INDIO is a beautiful Class A 
Resort located near sunny Palm springs, CA. 
This active luxury adult resort features 
free golf, tennis, pickle ball, fi tness ctr & 
much more. The Ultimate Motor Coach 
Experience in the Palm Springs area. 
www.orindio.com 1-800-892-2992         

RV SHOWS

HOUSTON RV SHOW 
Feb. 4-8, 2015-- NRG Center 
361.790.5300 
houstonrvshow.com    

RV SPACES FOR RENT

LARGE RV SPACES-Bellfl ower, CA. 55+ only 
1 mo. min. Pool, billiards, clubhouse, WIFI. 
Website: rosewoodland.com/mhp 
Rosewoodrvpark@gmail.com  562-867-3227           

SERVICES

Call to speak to a licensed MT 
attorney about forming a LLC. 

 
 

 Heggen Law Office, P.C. 
www.HeggenLawOffice.com 

(888)777-5032 
Jared S. Heggen 

Register your vehicle in Montana.  
             Avoid sales tax and
   

 

Serving clients since  
~ 1997 ~ 

       high licensing fees.   

NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE 
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass   
All makes and models, National warranty  
$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527     

TAX FREE RV -- YOUR TAX SAVINGS EXPERTS 
The best RV tax package in Montana. Save  
Thousands! Call now to speak to a specialist. 
888-441-5741--www.taxfreerv.com      

PAY NO SALES TAX 
Get the Facts, not the Hype 
Speak to an Attorney, not a Salesman 
Three Montana Attorneys on Staff 
Bennett Law Offi ce, P.C., Missoula, MT 
www.bennettlawoffi cepc.com  866-543-5803        

    

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE! 
We guarantee BEST service and price 
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding 
Call    888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net          

ACTION SERVICES, LLC 
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney 
No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees 
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service 
Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS 
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save  
over the past 18 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for  
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com 
Mountain States Consulting   800-565-4504        

TOURS

RV CARAVANS AND RALLIES 
Experience the joy of organized RV Tours 
to destinations across the USA, Canada, 
Alaska & Overseas. Maximize your Travel. 
800-952-8496 www.fantasyrvtours.com 

RV Tours & Rallies across North America 
Alaska•Canada•USA•Mexico+Overseas 
Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or 
call for your FREE Catalog 844-872-7897      
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NOTEWORTHY
ESCAPES

Camping Resort, The Villages At Turning 
Stone, Watkins Glen/Corning KOA

NORTH CAROLINA: Fayetteville 
RV Resort, Mountain Falls Luxury 
Motorcoach Resort, Raleigh Oaks RV 
Resort & Cottages, The Great Outdoors 
RV Resort

OHIO: Cross Creek Camping Resort, 
Evergreen Park RV Resort, WinStar RV 
Park

OKLAHOMA: Choctaw Casino Resort KOA

OREGON: Bend/Sisters Garden RV 
Resort, Casey’s Riverside RV Park, 
Olde Stone Village RV Park, Pacifi c 
Shores Motorcoach Resort, Pheasant 
Ridge RV Resort, Seven Feathers RV 
Resort

PENNSYLVANIA: Lake-In-Wood 
Resort, Shenango Valley RV Park

SOUTH CAROLINA: Cypress Camping 
Resort, Hart Ranch Camping Resort 
Club, Hilton Head Harbor RV Resort & 
Marina, Hilton Head Island Motorcoach 
Resort/Outdoor Resorts Hilton 
Head Island, Ocean Lakes Family 
Campground, Willowtree RV Resort & 
Campground

TENNESSEE: Anchor Down RV Resort, 
Smoky Bear Campground, Twin Creek 
RV Resort

TEXAS: Advanced RV Resort, Alsatian 
Resort & Golf Club, Bentsen Palm 
Village RV Resort, Buckhorn Lake 
Resort, Fernbrook Park, Forest 
Retreat RV Park, Jamaica Beach RV 
Park, Johnson Creek RV Resort & 
Park, KE Bushman’s Camp, Llano 
Grande Lake Park Resort & Country 
Club MHP, Mill Creek Ranch Resort, 
Northshore RV Resort, Oak Creek RV 
Park, Rayford Crossing RV Resort, San 
Jacinto Riverfront RV Park, Shallow 
Creek RV Resort

UTAH: Mountain Valley RV Resort

VIRGINIA: American Heritage RV Park, 
Williamsburg KOA

WASHINGTON: Columbia Sun RV Resort

Canada

ONTARIO: Bissell’s Hideaway Resort, 
Fisherman’s Cove Tent & Trailer Park, 
Woodland Park

QUEBEC: Camping Alouette 
(Parkbridge), Camping La Cle Des 
Champs RV Resort

(continued from pg. 18)
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CLASSIFIED RATES

Display Classifi ed Advertising Rate

1” ad B/W....................................$395
2” ad B/W....................................$675
Add $75 for color. 
Frequency discounts apply.

Boldface Type 

Please note fi rst line is boldface at no 
charge. Add $5/line for additional bold 
type.

Private Party

For individuals selling personally-
owned items, such as an RV, truck, 
auto, campground membership 
resale. $32 per line, four-line 
minimum, 40 characters per line. No 
charge for phone number OR email 
address.

Photos

For ad with picture, add $65 (B/W or 
color print acceptable; high-resolu-
tion digital image preferred).
Limit one photo per ad.

Optional Red Type

For your ad to appear in red type, add 
$50 for Commercial ad, add $25 for 
Private Party ad. 

How To Place An Ad

Submit ad copy by mail, email or fax. 
Please include your name, address 
and phone number. Mail: Send with 
payment (check; money order; VISA, 
MC, Discover or American Express 
number, signature and expiration 
date) to: 

MotorHome Classifi eds
Attention: Katey Purgatorio
3431 S. 257th Street
Kent, WA 98032

Questions:  Phone 847-229-6756 
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

Steinbring Motorcoach, Circle 119 
on Reader Service Card

Shopping for

Insurance
is not like  
comparing  

apples  
to apples...

Home
Autos

Recreational RV’s
Travel Trailers

Renters Insurance
Condominiums
Manufactured

Homes
ATV’s

Park Models

Mobile Homes
Rental Homes

In-home Business
Boats

Snowmobiles
Motorcycles

Personal Umbrella
Medium Duty Truck

5th Wheels
Personal Watercraft

5805 SW Willow Lane | Lake Oswego, OR 97035
www.gomillerInsurance.com

1-800-622-6347

Choose the Agency that  
knows the RV lifestyle!

The right Insurance begins 
with your agent

All apples are different

Miller Insurance, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card
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Rally Golf Tournament
Register Today!

FEBRUARY 26 - MARCH 1, 2015
AT THE PHOENIX INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY

•  Hundreds of Motorized & Towable 
RVs in all shapes and sizes on display!

•  Shop for the Latest RV Accessories! 
Over 300 indoor booths!

•  More than 20 Informative Seminars 
Each Day!

•  Arts and Crafts Fair!
•  Bingo!
•  Unforgettable Entertainment!
•   Thousands of the Friendliest 

RVers in the World… 
Good Sam Club Members!

TIE THE KNOT 
ALL OVER AGAIN

and help us break the 
World Record of 1,087 couples!

Prizes for the best dressed couple!

Registration includes:
• 4 Days of Camping!  • 4 Days of Festivities! 
• Evening Entertainment!
*  Fee is for RV with 2 people. 
Early bird days & electric are available at an additional cost.

DON’T MISS OUT!

WORLD’S LARGEST WEDDING 
VOW RENEWAL CEREMONY

REGISTER TODAY!

Visit Us: TheRally.com    Call Us: 800.701.1399

JOIN US IN
PHOENIX!

REGISTRATION STARTS ATONLY $199* 

“Halo’s Best in Show” 
14th Rally Dog Show

Test Drive an RV on the Track!

AFN35927 MH Rally Ad Full Page.indd   1 11/13/14   8:34 AM
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Have Heart,
Will Travel

Y
es, I realize I’m going out on a limb here. But I’m willing to wager that, 
if we took a poll, Americans’ most-loathed holiday would be Valentine’s 
Day. To back up my assertion, I’d encourage you to remember the 
stress involved in selecting all those V-Day gifts you’ve given over the 

years and, more importantly, what ultimately happened to them. After that futile 
exercise, allow me to suggest you try something new this February 14th: If you 
truly care for someone, do not buy him or her any of the sparkly baubles or As-
Seen-On-TV inventions you’ve watched being hawked on cable shopping channels 
or late-night infomercials. 

Though this contrarian notion 
may seem targeted at those already 
engaged in some form of couple-hood, 
the same philosophy applies equally 
to all those folks out there whom the 
romantic in me prefers to think of not 
as single, but simply as between signif-
icant others. In other words, whether 
you’re married or just a couple of good 
friends in need of an old-school road 
trip, allow me to suggest you load up 
your motorhome and hit the highway 
for what I personally guarantee will be 
a Valentine’s Day that will be downright 
unforgettable. 

Now if you’ve read to this point and 
my plan still seems a little fuzzy, let 
me simplify it for you: Get in your rig 
and go somewhere. See a place you’ve 
always wanted to visit, or make a 
beeline to one of your all-time favorite 
RVing destinations. In fact, I’ll go as far 
as suggesting that where you actually 
end up matters less than the time you 
spend getting there with someone 

whose company is far more valuable 
than anything a shop clerk could ever 
tie a bow on. 

Because it’s these relationships 
— with our spouse, signifi cant other, 
good friends, whatever — that enrich 
an RV journey in innumerable ways. 
For couples, watching the sunrise out 
of the Atlantic from the top of a dune 
on North Carolina’s Outer Banks (877-
629-4386, www.outerbanks.org) while 
nibbling on bagels and grapes from a 
wicker basket fi lled with spur-of-the-
moment breakfast fi xings is bound to 
create a fond memory that will mean 
more and last longer than any of those 

tchotchkes we traditionally exchange. 
For friends traveling together or even 
solo RVers, I can guarantee you that a 
bottle of wine, a thin-sliced baguette 
and warm wedge of Camembert 
cheese consumed while watching 
the sunset over Napa Valley’s (855-
847-6272, www.visitnapavalley.com) 
endless rows of fragrant grapevines 
will feed your soul far longer than it 
takes your digestive tract to process 
said snack. 

One crucial bit of advice here, 
though: The key is to completely let 
go of any ideas about trying to create 
the perfect moment, as such attempts 
inevitably lead to disappointment. Give 
up your expectations, on the other 
hand, and a whole world of serendipi-
tous possibilities will open up to you.

In fact, this is a perfect time to 
let spontaneity be your guide. Throw 
out that detailed itinerary, and you’re 
guaranteed to discover quasi-magical 
spots you would have driven right by 
had you remained fi xated on reaching 
Amarillo, Texas, before the RV park’s 
offi ce closed.

As is always the case, a motorhome 
journey cannot solve all of life’s vexing 
annoyances. But I’ll tell you one thing 
for certain: I’m a fi rm believer in the 
fact that the true gifts of Valentine’s 
Day are a lot more likely to be found 
out there on The Road Ahead than they 
are in a velour-covered jewelry box. 

THE ROAD AHEAD

A new approach to Valentine’s Day 
brings gifts that last for years to come

Simple Pleasures 

For couples or solo RVers, kicking back and 
watching the sunset on North Carolina’s 
Outer Banks or over the vineyards in Napa 
Valley, California, is a relaxing pastime.

“ See a place you’ve always wanted to 
visit, or make a beeline to one of your all-
time favorite RVing destinations. ”

By Alan Rider
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55 + Community | State of the Art Fitness Center | Pickleball
Massage Therapy | Hiking Club | Lighted Tennis Courts

Golfing Club/Putting Green | Shuffleboard Courts | Swimming Pool

$89,900
POPULAR OPTIONS

Garage, Port or Pad with Full Hookups
Observation Deck | Garage or Car Port

888.603.3415
shellyb@cal-am.com

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM CASITAS, HUNDREDS OF AMENITIES!

6601 E. US Hwy 60 • Gold Canyon, AZ • 85118     www.SuperstitionViewsHomes.com

LESS THAN 80
BUILDABLE SITES REMAIN
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Being driven by excellence has its rewards. And the Newell is one of them. From

its cutting-edge design and engineering to its unmatched power, easy handling 

and top-of-the-line details—the Newell delivers on all counts. 

You know it when you drive it. You’ve arrived.

To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com, or call 1-888-3NEWELL.
Check our website for a nationwide list of Newell-preferred service centers.

High Achiever.

Take the good life with you.

Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 110 on Reader Service Card
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