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North Carolina’s Outer Banks — home to Cape Ha teras and Cape Lookout
national seashores — is dotted with delightful coastal towns (see page 32).
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By Bob Livingston

Bug Busters

have a love-hate relationship with bugs. As an avid fly fisherman,
entomology is intriguing; as an RV enthusiast, bugs can be infuriat-
ing. Although there’s no way to avoid bugs being splattered all over
the windshield and front end of a motorhome without keeping it
parked all the time, I've learned to cope with my obsession for clean-
liness. Don Smith really got my attention when he offered to test a
number of products formulated to remove bugs. | have a garage full of
cleaners designed to remove bugs and clearly, most do not work well.
Smith’s labor-intensive project to find out what works and what doesn’t
takes the legwork out of finding the right product to remove bugs. His

solutions to this nagging problem start on page 46.

I've often thought that California’s
San Joaquin Valley was the buggiest
place in America. I've traveled through
this area countless times and find
myself cringing every time another
bug sacrifices itself on my windshield.
As | complain, my wife, Lynne, only
shakes her head and tells me to “get
over it.” Summer is the worst season
to travel through California’s central
valleys, so | make it a point not to
drive at dusk when the bugs are most
plentiful.

My consolation is learning that the
San Joaquin Valley is not the buggiest
place in America. Not sure which state
gets the prize, but the bugs in the
South and Midwest can be ferocious
— and really big — in summer. Since
there is no way to win this battle, |

employ my own system for removing
bugs when | get to an RV park. By the
time we reach our destination, it’s
usually too warm and sunny to clean
the bugs off the windshield and the
front cap, air-conditioner shroud(s)
and satellite dish without making a
mess. | usually get up early the next
morning and go through my bug-re-
moval routine before the sun reaches
the motorhome. It may seem silly to
clean off the bugs if we're going right
back on the road, but they really come
off easier if they are not allowed to dry
rock hard.

My secret weapon is the Love Bug

Eraser, a plain Jane-looking scrubbing
pad that does an amazing job of
removing bugs. If the bugs are fresh,
all it takes is some water, but it works
fantastic with a cleaner formulated to
dissolve the mess, like those tested
by Smith. The pad sticks handily to an
extension-pole adapter that's lined
with hook-and-loop material. Once
the bugs are free, a microfiber towel
takes care of the final cleanup. | really
don’t know how we survived before
microfiber towels were invented. |

can usually clean a well-splattered
motorhome front end in around 30
minutes.

| also discovered that treating the
front of a motorhome with Rejex takes
a lot of the effort out of removing bugs.
This stuff forms a protective barrier on
the fiberglass and prevents bugs from
sticking.

Although I freely admit my
obsession with cleaning bugs, | know
I'm not alone; | see many owners
standing on ladders cleaning the front
of their motorhomes in the morning or
evening in RV parks.

It's part of the ritual, like fly-fishing. @

“... [I] find myself cringing every time another
bug sacrifices itself on my windshield.” *

Contributors | April

Kristopher Bunker, the former
editor of Trailer Life magazine, is
an avid camper and has been RVing
for more than a decade. He is
currently a freelance writer living
in the central Texas area.

Alan Rider has been wandering
America’s backroads for more than
Y % =  four decades, and is passionate
¢ ‘ about collecting memories of the
- Q remarkable people and unforget-
table places he encounters.
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Bill and Jenn Gehr, along with
their two Boston bulldogs, are
full-time RV adventurers who enjoy

| sharing their technical knowledge

with fellow RV enthusiasts
wherever they travel.

E. Don Smith is a Tennessee-based
freelance writer and photographer
who has been a frequent contribu-
tor to MotorHome magazine since
2006. He is the proud owner of a
Tiffin Phaeton coach.

James Richardson is a photojournal-
ist who has lived in west Tennessee
most of his life. His interest in
historical and scenic destinations

' has taken him to some of the most
beautiful places in America.

Mary Zalmanek and her husband,
Jim, enjoy traveling in their 2003
Safari Trek when they are not at
home in Monument, Colorado.
Mary is the author of The Art of the
Spark (www.artofthespark.com).
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The Perfect Travel Kayak

Fits in Any RV, Car Trunk or Closet

Ids down to
22"x22"x12"

is super, ght super fast! super rigid and'super. easy:
to.paddle!lt comes’in’its own backpack and'is the
perfect:travelkayak. Carry itin an RV, car, stow.it a closet
orcheckiitin;asiluggage on a plane...Take it Anywhere!

INOWIONISALE!]

IKayakyPackages]Startinglat]$899!)

VISIT:'SeaEagle.com

ORCALL: 1-800-748-8066 WF 9-5EsT Specs

Ask for Color Catalog + 12°10” long, 28” wide

SERERGLE com 5 « Weighs 28bs.

; Join us on + Paddles 4-6 mph
Dept. MH046B, 19 N. Columbia St., Ste 1
Port Jefferson, NY 11777 f/SeakagleBoats -+ Holds 1 Person/500 Ibs.

Sea Eagle, Circle 125 on Reader Service Card

GOT A V10?

Does your RV look at a hill & shift?

Want better efficiency?

TUNING
www.5StarTuning.com

843.536.1244

5 Star Tuning, Circle 101 on Reader Service Card
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FROM OUR READERS

How often have you been stuck behind another RVer

who didn't use turnouts on a winding road? Do you
think that type of driving is perfectly acceptable,
hazardous or simply annoying?

That's the question we asked in our January issue,
and here are some of the replies we received.

What's the Hurry?

After reading Ed Pavone’s letter, | had
to comment. | agree that awareness
and courtesy are, indeed, important.
However, | must pass on some appro-
priate advice: “If you're in that big of

a hurry, you should have left earlier!”
When it comes to traveling two-lane
roads, you pays your money and you
takes your chances. ‘Nuff said.

David Goldenberg | Via email

The Golden Rule

It's definitely hazardous! | have heard
fellow RVers say, “l am going the speed
limit. No way am | going to pull over.”
We all have, for some reason, been

in a big hurry to get someplace. Many
times | have seen vehicles passing RVs
when it is dangerous to do so. While

Don’t Dawdle

Regarding Ed Pavone’s problem with cars stacking up behind slow motorhomes on

they are technically in the wrong, |

feel that when | see impatient drivers
to my rear, it is my “responsibility” to
do what | can to lessen the danger to
innocent drivers. The least | can do is
use the pullouts even if it adds another
few minutes to my trip. Do unto others
as you would have done to you.

Terry Fulton | Entiat, Washington

School Bus Syndrome

| call it the school bus syndrome.
They just got to pass ya. | don’t have a
problem pulling over to let traffic by
if itis safe and the pullouts can ac-
commodate a motorhome. However,
a lot of times, the drop-off from the
pavement onto the rutted gravel
pullout isn’t safe for my vehicle to
pull off. If | can’t find a pullout and am

not able to do the posted limit, | will
pull over just as far as | can to let the
impatient be on their way.

Ken Zimmerman | Via email

Take it Easy
| have traveled the Western U.S. and
Canada in Class A’s for many years.
| always watch for vehicles behind
me, as | prefer the backroads when
possible. In Oregon, the law states that
when you have five vehicles behind
you, you are required to pull over at
the first opportunity to let them pass.
It might be a good item for MotorHome
to research the state laws and putin a
future issue.

| watch for vehicles following me
and start looking for a place to pull
over when | see two vehicles behind

*

Oregon highways (“Mind Your Road Manners,” January), under ORS 811.425, it is a class B
moving violation for any slow-moving vehicle to refuse to pull off a two-lane highway to let
legally overtaking vehicles pass. Washington's RCW 46.61.425 is similar. Oregon highway
signs post the law, but the dangerous, selfish, arrogant, often illegal problem persists for
at least three reasons:

1. Enforcement is lax.

2. Longtime Pacific Northwest drivers are notoriously and literally afraid of the left
lane on two-lane highways. | have often passed 10, 20, even 50 drivers stacked up behind
slow vehicles in one legal, polite and safe pass ... in my Winnebago.

3. Most drivers are ignorant of the safety-driven suspension of the posted speed limit
when passing on Washington state two-lane highways. Don’t dawdle; get out there, git "er
done quickly and safely, and get back in.

Mike Fick | Kennewick, Washington

N

SLOW
VEHICLE
TURNOUT
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me — sometimes by the time | find

a safe location there might be many
more vehicles. If it is a road that | know
has few opportunities for pullouts, but
does have some nice straight sections,
[ will move to the right and slow down
to allow those behind to safely pass.

[ would rather take an additional 10
minutes to get to my destination safely
rather than possibly be involved in an
accident that will spoil the day for many.
Jim Nice | Sandy, Oregon

State Law

In accordance with California law, if you
drive slower than the speed limit and
have five or more vehicles behind you,
you must pull over and let them pass.
Rainer Soehnen | Merced, California

Using Turnouts When Towing

| drive a Class A and tow a Jeep behind
me. You want to know why | don't pull
over to a turnout to let people pass?
First, not all turnouts are long enough
to accommodate a motorhome with

an attached Jeep. Second, exiting a
turnout is almost always unsafe and
sometimes seemingly impossible.
Why? Because the same impatient
people who give me hand gestures
when they finally pass me are the same
people who will never slow down to
allow me to safely exit a turnout. A
Class A motorhome with an attached
Jeep going uphill goes 0 to 60 in about
a day. Also, | do not need to apologize
for legally driving on any public road.
Frank McEwan | Midland, Michigan

Share the Road
| have been driving a motorhome for
several years and have encountered
all sorts of people driving or towing
various combinations of vehicles who
could use a lesson or two in courteous
driving. Not using turnouts on a
winding road is just one of many inap-
propriate driving techniques people
exhibit these days. Not only is it not
acceptable and annoying, it can lead to
hazardous situations.

Common road courtesy means
if you are impeding traffic, use the
turnouts — that is what they are for. If
you are unable to maintain the speed

limit, use the turnout. If you are main-
taining the speed limit and there is a
line of three to five vehicles behind you,
use the turnout. Are you in that big of a
hurry that you cannot give up a couple
minutes of your time to be courteous?
Jerry Vasser | Menifee, California

Pullouts and Passing Lanes
Since | live in @ mountain community, |
frequently encounter RVers who won't

use pullouts. Us locals call it the RV
season. A trip to the nearest large city
goes from being less than an hour
to well over an hour, sometimes two
during RV season. The closest wrecks |
have witnessed happen when someone
passes an RV on a double yellow, out of
pure frustration.

But what is really maddening, is the
RVer who maintains a pace between 5 to
20 MPH below the speed limit, never uses

'ULTIMATE FREEDOM MACHIN
All Mercedes | Elegance| Sophistication| Saf

FACTORY DIRECT
Starting at
(A

| ./

sa, IN | @avionvans.com
m | 844-284-6678

Prices and specifications subje
actory

Built on ¥

Avion, Circle 128 on Reader Service Card
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a pullout and then speeds up to 5 miles
past [the speed limit] as soon as there is
a passing lane. Itis as though the RVer
enjoys having five, 10, 15 people stuck
behind him. | often wonder if they know
how their rearview mirrors work.

When | drive my RV, | use a pullout
even if | have only one car behind me.
Also, during passing lanes, | slow
down until everyone has passed me.
I've seen some RVers nearly sideswipe

someone rather than slow down when
the lanes are narrowing to two.
Rick Coleman | Weaverville, California

A Motorhome is Not a Race Car

| have been driving a 36-foot Class A
for nine years and have visited every
state. | drive the speed limit whenever
safely possible. There is no such

thing as a courteous driver toward a
motorhome in my opinion. They will

READERS CHOICE

Proportional

Brake Lights PLUS
Inertia To Activate

Non-Binding,
Self-Aligning,
FlexBall™ Technology

Patent Pending
Aviation-Grade Tether
Eliminates Brackets

Compact Design, Easy
Setup & Storage

READERS CHOICE

With the Delta Force
portable braking system
you get the industry’s most
compact operating unit,
the industry’s only 5 year
warranty, and the most
awarded system, all in one.
Delta Force will fit into any
and every vehicle, with no
brackets or floorplates.

SMI offers the safest,
most reliable supplemental
brakes on the market - bar

none,

WWW.SMIBRAKE.COM 800.893.3763 CALL NOW !
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pass you even though you are going
the speed limit and then turn left or
right immediately after they pass.
Professional truckers call us geriatric
gypsies. They do not acknowledge your
courteous flashing of your headlights
after they pass so they can safely
return to your lane. | always use
turnouts when | see them and have
enough warning of their existence

to make a safe stop. Remember, a
36-foot Class A is NOT a race car!
Michael Cooper | Via email

Use Common Courtesy

Regarding an RVer who does not use
turnouts; it is hazardous, but let’s
broaden the topic. Many RVers drive
55/60 MPH on any road (to save fuel)
immaterial of the speed limit. If a line
of traffic builds up behind one, then
common courtesy and safety says pull
over and let the traffic file by. Enjoy the
scenery, not the hand signals given by
those passing.

Carl Wilkins | Via email

Watch for Dirt Shoulders

If | see someone behind me, | use
only paved turnouts because | have
hit some pretty ugly potholes in dirt
shoulders. We often get a five-finger
wave (opposite of otherwise) and the
occasional beep-beep, which feels
good. Not traveling all that fast kinda
cancels that opportunity to catch up to
another RV, but | would sure use my
air horn if they passed up a turnout
without good cause.

Judy and Dan Fregin | Chico, California

Go With the Flow

| live in the Rocky Mountain region
and encounter few RV drivers who are
not very courteous. The real problem
appears to be drivers who are in a
hurry and want to exceed the posted
speed limits.

The states bear some of the re-
sponsibility for the problem by posting
speed limits on designated scenic
highways that are impossible for most
RV vehicles to safely do, yet this is
where many of us travel. Add those
yellow signs suggesting a curve speed
of 10-20 MPH below the max posted



speed limit, which sometimes occur
at least every half-mile, and you have
aggravated drivers behind you. Why not
just reduce the max posted speed?
There is no requirement for an
RV driver doing the posted and then
recommended safe speed limit to pull
over so others can exceed the speed
limit, so long as once through the
curve the RV attempts to accelerate if
there is enough distance to do so.
Robert Schmidt | Fort Collins, Colorado

Follow the Signs

A narrow, two-lane road is a challenge
for passing poky drivers. | drove such a
road a year or so ago, and the highway
department had installed “pullout
ahead” signs a little before, to signify
to drivers there is a place to pull over
and let others go by. This worked very
well. Sometimes | was on the slow side
and at other times | wanted around a
slow vehicle. But, this worked very well
for everyone.

Bev Cameron | Erie, Colorado

Impeding Traffic

We are winter Texans from Minnesota.
We travel in November and March in
our 2008 Fleetwood Bounder and tow
a 2007 Pontiac G6 convertible hardtop.
In Texas, we drive on U.S. Highway 77
from Waco south to Riviera and take
state Route 285 to U.S. Highway 281 at
Falfurrias. One time, | was going about
60 MPH traveling west on SR 285 and
got stopped by the local police. | pulled

over to the edge of the road. The officer
got right in my face and said, “You

see the speed sign up there? It says

70 MPH. You drive 70!" | said my safety
was more important than the speed
sign. There were six vehicles behind
me (one was a semi). | have traveled in
all of the states west of the Mississippi
and | respect other drivers. If thereis a
pullover and | need to use it, | do so.
Duane Hunstad | Via email

GOT

Find out why people come to us from all over
the US and Canada. Stem cells from your own
fat and bone marrow for arthritis of joints and

low back/neck pain. Affordable alternative to

surgery without the down time.

Locations in Park City, Utah and Phoenix, Arizona

DOCERE

(435) 604-0438

It's rare and well done
at the same time.

When it comes to keeping campers happy, there aren’t many places as
perfectly prepared as Florida's Lower Keys. In fact, with everything from
primitive waterfront campsites to fully equipped RV lots, it's pretty 2
much made to order. fla-keys.com/lowerkeys 1.800.872.3722

BigPineKey
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INVERTER/CHARGER RV INTERIOR DESIGN

THE NATIONS PREMIER
RV INTERIOR
REMODELING CENTER

New generation all-in-one
inverter/charger that
provides mobile AC power for
appliances and tools.

True sine wave output

Available in two models:
1000 watts with a 55-amp charger

2000 watts with a 55-amp charger
Quick-connect AC terminals
Ignition control capability

Programmable smart battery
management logic

Quick and easy installation:
www.xantrex.com

xXantre>

Smart choice for power™

RV FURNITURE

EL FURNITURE - FLAT SCREEN T
OTION SHADES - RV FLOORIM:

Xantrex, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card

Suy goodbye fo ordmury RV living! En|oy 1he scenic North Georgia Mountains surrounded by the
picturesque Coosa and Anderson creeks. Relax with resort-style five-star ameniies.

* Luxurious clubhouse, full catering kitchen and activities center for outstanding social events.

« Tennis/Pickle ball courts, heated pool/spa, dry sauna/steam and massage rooms, gym.

* Huge 35'x90" lots (20'x70" concrete pads) with 20/30/50 amps and cable/Internet at all sites.

* Premium creeksside lots with enlarged patio area, perfect for your Class A, B or C motorhome, or 5th Wheel.
Crossing Creeks RV Resort & Spa is the perfect luxury getaway!

Extraordinary starts at only $31,900%. Call or visit today!
Come spend a night and stay a lifefime in your new mountain home.

*available for limited fime W
CROSSING CREEKS

RV RESORT & SPA
706-835-1111 136 Mountain Creek Road Blairsville, GA 30512

www.CrossingCreeksRVResort.com  info@crossingcreeksrvresort.com
Obtain the Property Report required by federal law and read it before signing anything.
No federal agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property. ﬁ kEJ

SEE US AT THE FLORIDA RV SUPERSHOW IN TAMPA, BOOTH #B516
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Correction

In the January Wheels & Gear section,

it was incorrectly stated that the King
Portable Antenna Mount could be used
on a ladder. The mounting system is only
designed for use on windows or the side
of an RV. MotorHome regrets the error.

Best to Buy Local?

My wife and | love your magazine and
have used it to plan the purchase of
our first motorhome in a couple of
years. We have a preferred brand
already picked out, but we are not
happy with the local dealer in terms
of its customer service and ability to
repair RVs properly. Our experience
with them these past five years has
been less than satisfactory.

My question is, are we better off
buying the motorhome we want at a
different dealer with a better service
reputation, even if that dealer is three
hours away? | know the local dealer
won’t want to service our coach if we
don’t purchase it there, but there may be
times when we have to have it serviced
locally. What have other owners done?
Another option is to buy our second-
choice brand at a dealer with a better
reputation that's located one hour away.

Second, what do RVers do when
they are traveling far from their home/
dealer and have immediate service
needs? Do dealers understand and
help out in these cases, or do owners
get stuck waiting for days?

Steve Hansen
Manchester, New Hampshire @

Question of the Month

Is it more important to buy from a
local RV dealer for the sake of con-
venience, or from one with a better
reputation that you feel more com-
fortable with that is located farther
away? And, what has your experi-
ence been when working with your
RV dealer when a problem arises
far from the dealer’s location?

Send your comments to:
MotorHome, 2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email
letters @motorhomemagazine.com




It's easy to be impressed by the spacious luxury of
the stunning new Grand Tour®/Ellipse Ultra® 45RL.
After all, it's the largest, most impressive coach
we've ever built.

But the details will make you fall in love over and
over again. From the world-class cab, command the
superb handling, ultra-smooth ride and abundant
power of the Maxum Chassis® Entertain in style with
the chef-worthy galley (with double-tier island),
Glide & Dine™ dining table, retractable HDTV and
cozy fireplace. And relax in the master suite with
king bed and luxurious private bath. After all, there's
no place like home — and no home like your 45RL.

Learn more, and find your nearest dealer, at
Winnebagolnd.com.

Miles ahead.”

©2015 Winnebago Industries, Inc.
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The Toughest, Longest-Lasting Hose!
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Rugged TPE Hose Revolve™ Universal ExtendGrip™ Eliminate Dripping

Prevents Leaks Sewer Adapter Fitting During Storage
with Handle

TITAN" 15-FT
SEWER HOSE KIT

Includes 15’ Sewer Hose with pre-attached
fittings, Revolve™ Universal Sewer Adapter
and two Endcaps.

TITAN" 10-FT
SEWER HOSE

Can be used alone or as an extension to the
15-ft hose, creating a 25-ft sewer connection.

15' Titan™ Sewer Kit

MADE IN
USA THETF::
From the RV Sanitation Expert! www.thetford.com/itan

Thetford Corporation, Circle 129 on Reader Service Card A3230
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Four Eyes ®
New Voyager wireless

— — observation system from ASA
Electronics auto-pairs to four
wireless cameras. pg. 16
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Winding River Resort

This Good Sam RV Park, located right next to Rocky Mountain National Park, caters to horse lovers

By Mary Zalmanek

olorado’s Winding River Resort is a popular des- On Sunday mornings, the resort offers a delicious

tination for RVers, with its close proximity to the chuck wagon breakfast (with a gluten-free option) and then

charming town of Grand Lake, Rocky Mountain guests can hitch their horses to the posts by the Colorado
National Park and Arapahoe National Forest. The Colorado River for Cowboy Church. Kids and adults alike will delight
River runs through this Good Sam Park resort. For horse in the animal farm with baby goats, sheep, piglets and
owners, it gets even better. Horse runs are available at RV bunnies. In addition, moose, elk, foxes, coyotes, bears and
sites (or at the barn for people renting cabins). The resort birds can be spotted at the resort and on nearby hiking
offers direct access to miles of designated trails in adjacent  trails. The resort also has a Carriage and Sleigh Museum
Rocky Mountain National Park. One- and two-hour trail with restored horse-drawn vehicles dating back to the late
rides on the resort’s horses are scheduled eight times aday ~ 1800s. For more information, call 970-627-3215 or go to
from Memorial Day through September 30. www.windingriverresort.com.

From far left: Horse
lovers will appreciate the
direct access to miles of
trails at Winding River.
The resort’s Carriage
and Sleigh Museum has
restored horse-drawn
vehicles dating back to
the late 1800s. Horse
runs are available at the
park’s RV sites.

April 2016 MotorHome 13
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Easy-Does-It Sugar Pie

ho doesn’t love pie? | discovered sugar pie, a dessert
Wthat originally came from Belgium and northern France,

on one of my RV journeys and it's become a favorite.
Today, RVers in North America can find sugar pie in the Canadian
province of Quebec (where it's sometimes called maple pie), and
in the Midwest where it's known as sugar cream pie, finger pie,
Hoosier sugar cream pie, Indiana cream pie or Indiana farm pie.

This single-crust pie contains a creamy filling made from

flour, butter, salt, vanilla and cream. Honey, brown sugar or
maple syrup (sometimes all of them) is added for sweetness.
When baked, the custardlike filling creates a smooth caramel

that’s heavenly. From top: Wick’s is the undisputed Midwest king of sugar pies.
In Indiana, America’s sugar pie central, the pie originated The sugar pie recipe served at Fairmont Le Chateau Montebello
in the early 19th century with Quakers from North Carolina in Montebello, Quebec, calls for honey and real maple syrup.
who settled in cities like New Castle, Portland, Richmond and
Winchester. its distinctive sugar pie, recognizable for the nutmeg
This easy-to-make pie is also a favorite among the Amish, dusting, in 25 states or online at www.wickspies.com.
especially the Pennsylvania Dutch, who make a version called Or you can make your own. Here’s my favorite
shoofly pie that is sweetened with molasses. (The name comes sugar pie recipe from Fairmont Le Chateau
from flies being attracted to the molasses and having to be Montebello in Quebec. This recipe makes two pies —
“shooed” away.) Shakers bake a version of the pie too. one for home, one for on the road.
If you're on the road, you can visit Wick’s Pies, the largest
maker of sugar pies in the U.S. (750,000 sugar cream pies a year, Got a favorite pie recipe or pie spot you'd like to share?
whose plant is located in Winchester, Indiana. It has a restaurant Email bobbie @realfoodtraveler.com with “pie” in the
and factory outlet store at 100 Cherry St. You can also purchase subject line.

Ty ——
1

t MONTEBELLO'S SUGAR PIE (TARTE AU SUCRE)

: This pie travels beautifully. Make one up before your trip » In a bowl, mix the first

1 and pop it in your motorhome’s refrigerator or freezer. quantity of brown sugar,

I Serve cool, at room temperature, or slightly warm. cake flour and the eggs. I
: Recipe courtesy of Fairmont Le Chateau Montebello  Whisk until smooth and 4:
1 (www.fairmont.com). set aside. T
1 Yield: 2 pies In a saucepan, mix the second brown sugar, maple 1
1 syrup, honey, cream and the milk. Place on the stovetop; 1
I O 1% pounds brown sugar using a wooden spatula, stir and bring to a simmer. Pour 1
: O 2 ounces cake flour (Monarch or other brand) the first mixture into the saucepan, mix, and simmer for :
1 Od 6 large eggs about 10 to 15 minutes. Then add the melted butter, mix,
1 O 8 ounces brown sugar and remove from heat. Pour into a bowl and let it cool. 1
I O 3 ounces honey Refrigerate overnight. I
: O 3 ounces maple syrup Preheat oven at 325 F. :
p O 2% cups cream (35 percent fat) Pour mixture into two unbaked 9-inch pie shells. I
1 O 3 ounces milk Bake for about 1 hour, 15 minutes. Cool to room tem- 1
1 O 3% ounces butter, unsalted, melted perature and refrigerate before serving. 1
1 1
oo o oo oo e e e o e e Ee Em E O O EE EE O S RN M M M M M M M M M M O e Em m e e mw mm osw ol
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Glass by Guardian

Enjoy the picturesque countryside behind a sweeping windshield, designed to keep you safe
and provide those special panoramic views that can only be seen in an RV. As the number
one supplier of original equipment RV windshields, Guardian’s Custom Glass Solutions
manufactures RV glass products in the United States. When you need a replacement
windshield, don't settle for overseas imitations. Demand American-made Guardian glass
to ensure proper fit and function. Glass by Guardian.

rvglassparts.com ® customglasssolutions.com © (855) RVCLAIM (782-5246) Made In USA
CusToM Lifestyle Vehicles « Commercial Transportation @,
GLAass EULU{T:F'N.E » Construction & Agriculture  Public Transportation
T Ao » Non-Mobility  Safety & Protection GUARDIAN

Custom Glass Solutions, Circle 108 on Reader Service Card
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Sterling Capacity

Roadmaster has upped the capacity of its top-selling
Sterling All-Terrain tow bar to 8,000 pounds. The rating
increase from the previous 6,000 pounds means the bar
can now accommodate many of the light trucks and SUVs
on the road (given manufacturer approvall. The Sterling is
constructed of 6061 military-grade aluminum with solid
stainless-steel inner arms, and comes complete with
safety cables and a six-wire power cord. Both the cables
and the cord are routed through a center channel for
added safety and convenience, and a clean, uncluttered
appearance. Sterling tow bars feature patented Freedom
Latch nonbinding technology, a convenient storage latch
and built-in channel guides. And the fact that the bars
weigh 35 pounds makes them easy to lift, maintain and
store. MSRP: $1,068

Roadmaster Inc., 360-896-0407, www.roadmasterinc.com

Quantum
Physics

With hundreds of Class C’s
available, it can be difficult to stand
out from the crowd. Thor Motor Coach hopes its newest Class

C, the Quantum, is able to do so by packing a multitude of luxury
features in a relatively compact package. Powered by the 6.8-liter
Triton V-10 engine, the Quantum is available in four floorplans
from 26 to 31 feet in length. A front cabover window allows natural
light into the interior, while the high-gloss, glazed cabinetry
matches up well with the standard residential-type vinyl flooring
throughout. A Leatherette Dream Dinette Booth expands to ac-
commodate overnight guests, while the 40-inch LED TV on a
swivel in the cabover is sure to entertain. Available solid-surface
countertops and sink covers in the galley pair nicely with the
optional stainless-steel 30-inch microwave. The master is high-
lighted by a Denver Mattress queen-size bed and an optional
32-inch LED TV. Owners can also select luxuries such as a whole-
coach filtration system, a leatherette jackknife sofa and upgraded
captain’s chairs in the cockpit. Base MSRP: $94,350-$113,400.
Thor Motor Coach, 800-860-5658, www.thormotorcoach.com

Dry Run

In the confines of your motorhome, space is truly at a
premium. So, when it comes time to dry your towels,
swimsuits and other damp garments, a product like the RV
Drying Rack comes in handy. The RV Drying Rack is made
by Amish craftsmen using real maple wood and tempo-
rarily mounts on the motorhome’s ladder for easy setup
and use, which represents a true step up from the usual
method that generally results in a soggy mess in the mo-
torhome’s shower. A total of eight arms (each 25"z inches
in length) are available to hang wet items, allowing them to
drip dry outside. And, at a folded size of 6 by 6 by 32 inches,
the compact unit is easy to store and manage. Available
online only, with free shipping. MSRP: $68.95

Wooden Clothes Rack, https://rvdryingrack.com

Fantastic
Voyage

When towing

a dinghy (or a

trailer, for that

matter), few things offer such

peace of mind as being able to keep an

eye on the vehicle or cargo out back. With its
new Voyager WVOS541, ASA Electronics has
developed features that allow pairing of up

to four wireless cameras. The kit includes a
5.6-inch color LCD monitor with a 12-volt DC
plug and a single, auto-pairing, CMOS digital,
wireless observation camera. The monitor
features integrated audio from the camera and
a suction-cup monitor mount. Each Voyager
camera features wide viewing angles, infrared
LED illumination for low-light performance
and a built-in microphone. Separate cameras
can be purchased as stand-alone units to help
eliminate blind spots and allow owners to
monitor the status of the dinghy with the touch
of a button. The cameras can connect to any
12-volt DC circuit in the vehicle. MSRP for the
kit: $629.99; stand-alone camera: $336.73.
ASA Electronics, 877-305-0445,
www.asaelectronics.com
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THE AGENTS OF

(R) P\

IDE & HANDLING

If you’re a driver, performance is what it’s all
about. From industry-leading wheelcut, to V-Ride
and UltraSteer, Freightliner Custom Chassis has
revolutionized the premium RV driving experience.

ULTRASTEER

\ NFINITE SUPPORT

0 @' ' Service and support are at the heart of the RV owner’s
k3 # peace of mind. When you get 24/7 factory-direct

support for the life of the coach (not just the warranty

period), you know you’re always in good hands.

DIRECT,

AIMLER HERITAGE

When you have a heritage of continuous improvement,
you’re always finding a better way. Legendary resources
that drive innovation for Mercedes-Benz also provide
for the future of the premium RV.

/DAIMLEI\{
Costom Clasnin-

\%Jﬁ/

XPERIENCE OF OWNERSHIP

Let’s face it, I'm here to have the adventures
of a lifetime and fun every mile of the way.
It’s all about Camp Freightliner owner training
and the very best club in the industry.

== é | GHEIIED

Freightliner Custom Chassis continues to innovate exclusively for —
the premium RV market, leveraging the tremendous resources of the ’CFREIGHTIINER Y
Daimler Family and building on our commitment to take care of owners
and provide a better experience. Find out what our commitment to
R.I.D.E. can mean for you. Visit FCCCRV.com today.

Specifications are subject to change without notice. Freightliner Custom Chassis Corporation is registered to ISO 9001:2008 and ISO 14001:2004. Copyright © 2015 Daimler Trucks North America LLC.
All rights reserved. Freightliner Custom Chassis Corporation is a subsidiary of Daimler Trucks North America LLC, a Daimler company.

DAIMLER | Freightliner Custom Chassis - A Daimler Group Brand



CROSSROADS

‘Mayberry Museum

The Mount Airy Museum of Regional
History, located in Andy Griffith's
hometown of Mount Airy, North
Carolina, is housed in a restored mercantile store on Main Street. The
museum collection has artifacts and photos depicting the area’s history from
the Saura Indians of the 1600s to the present day.

Among the museum’s permanent exhibits are ones showing life in
a typical pioneer village and a turn-of-the-century general store. Other
exhibits include the area’s music heritage and honors famous residents, like
Donna Fargo, a country singer-songwriter of the 1970s and, of course, Andy
Griffith. The basement of the museum tells the history of the Mount Airy Fire
Department and has examples of firefighting equipment.
For more information, call 336-786-4478 or go to www.northcarolina
museum.org — James Richardson

A Real Live Ghost Town

Just past Barstow, California, on the

DEAR SIDE WINDS,

Photo: James Richardson

admission fee is charged. The site

Safe-T-Plus, Circle 124 on Reader Service Card

Steering Control

—— REDUCES ———

Road Wandering
Side Winds

Passing
Semi-Trucks

Over-steering

Front-tire blowout
protection

Fits all motorhomes
and tow vehicles.

Lifetime Vehicle Warranty

www.safe-t-plus.com
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way to Las Vegas is the ghost town
of Calico. Established in 1881, Calico
quickly became a boomtown with

a population of 1,200, supporting

22 saloons. More than 500 mines

in the area produced $86 million in
silver, and $45 million in borax. By
the mid-1890s the value of silver had
dropped by half, the miners packed
up and left and by 1907, Calico had
become a ghost town.

Walter Knott, founder of Knott’'s
Berry Farm, acquired and restored
the town in 1951, and then donated
it to San Bernardino County in 1966.
Today, Calico is an attraction and an

has more than 30 buildings — shops,
a hotel, jail, some restaurants, and a
saloon — that can be explored. Other
activities include tours of the Maggie
Mine, Calico Odessa Railroad and the
Mystery Shack, as well as panning
for gold and visiting the Lucy Lane
Museum.

San Bernardino County
Parks also operates an adjacent
campground offering full or partial
hookups and big-rig-friendly sites set
among the foothills.
For more information, call 800-862-
2542 or visit www.calicotown.com —
Morey Edelman @

Photo: Morey Edelman




EXCEED YOUR
EXPECTATIONS

AS LOW AS $79,995"

THE JAYCO ALANTE

When it comes to blending upscale comfort with smart value, the all-new Alante is in a class of its
own. For as low as $79,995* you'll enjoy the journey even more—and make family memories
that will last for generations.

Large panoramic windshield with industry’s narrowest A-pillars
Jayco’s unique JRide handling package

Standard side-view and back up color cameras

Standard exterior entertainment center with LED HDTV
One-piece fiberglass roof

Learn more and find a dealer at Jayco.com
Special pricing starts as low as $79,995 on the 31L and 31V.

Jayco/Alante Coach, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card
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Jayco

Generations of family fun.



GETAWAY

| Spring Into Door
County, Wisconsin

With its picturesque coastal towns, fish boils,
cherry orchards and scenic beauty, this county
is often called the ‘Cape Cod of the Midwest

By James Richardson

here are few places that awaken as beautifully during
springtime as Door County, Wisconsin. The cherry blossoms

in the orchards, the wildflowers of the woodlands and the
greening trees are nature’s welcoming ode to spring. They all seem
to beckon visitors ... and many travelers heed the call.

Door County is a superlative-enriched destination. It boasts more
miles of shoreline and more state parks than any other county in
America. The county, which is a 70-mile-long peninsula, extends into
Lake Michigan from the Green Bay area. It has five state parks and
19 county parks, as well as a large number of local parks, nature
preserves and state natural areas, giving visitors a variety of options

© Getting There

—Door County.cherry.trees bloom in:May and are ready-to pick
in July. The annual 'harvest brings'in 8-12 million pounds.

to explore its natural beauty. That totals to more
than 23,000 acres of public and preserved land in
Door County to explore and enjoy.

The county is among the top cherry-producing
regions in the U.S., with more than 2,500 acres
of cherry orchards. The cherry trees normally
bloom in mid- to late May with cherries ready for
picking in mid-July to early August. Hence, one of
the reasons for the influx of visitors in the spring.
It is a most beautiful time. But visitation continues
through fall, when the landscape transforms into
another colorful wonderland.

While traveling through the county soaking
up local color, visitors have a host of options for
outdoor recreation, absorbing history and culture,
and for sampling the county’s cuisine at the many
restaurants. The hiking, biking, golfing, fishing
and boating keep visitors busy outside, while
shopping allows time to peruse specialty shops.
The numerous art galleries, museums, and light-
houses provide another side of the county. Door
County has 11 historic lighthouses that dot the
peninsula’s shores — one of the largest concen-
trations of lighthouses in any county in the U.S.

Door County is composed of a number of
small towns with winter populations of only 200

To reach Door County from the south, take Interstate 41 or 43; from the west, use state Route 29;
and from the north, take U.S. Highway 41. The county starts just north of the town of Algoma and

the first major city is Sturgeon Bay.

Photo: Courtesy Door County CVB



Photos: James Richardson

to 300 that increases in the spring and
summer to thousands. The towns are
uniquely named; for instance, there’s
Fish Creek, Egg Harbor, Ephraim,

Gills Rock, Baileys Harbor, Ellison and
Sister bays. Each has its particular
flavor and history. For example, the
name of the town of Egg Harbor, es-
tablished in 1855, is generally thought
to have originated from an egg-throw-
ing battle between two ship crews after
a race to the harbor. Another version
says the name came from an early
pioneer who found a nest of bird’s eggs
along the shore. Take your pick.

Of the five state parks, Peninsula
is Wisconsin’'s most popular camping
destination. Peninsula’s five camp-
grounds have more than 450 sites
(157 sites with electric hookups) and
accommodates large motorhomes.
The park is also the county’s largest
state park, with 3,776 acres along
the body of water called Green Bay,
which is between the mainland of
Wisconsin and Door Peninsula. There
is an 18-hole golf course, hiking and
bicycle trails, swimming and fishing
at Peninsula State Park. Eagle Bluff
Lighthouse is also located here and is
open for tours.

Besides Peninsula, only
Potawatomi State Park has camping
spaces for motorhomes (123 sites, 40
with electric hookups). This 1,178-acre
park has more than 2 miles of
shoreline on Green Bay and is located
in the southern part of the town of
Sturgeon Bay. There are biking and
hiking trails as well as boating and

Climb 97 steps up the spiral staircase of the
Cana Island Lighthouse for sweeping views of

fishing opportunities. All the county
parks have an abundance of springtime
wildflowers, including trilliums.

A hike in Ellison Bluff County
Park in northern Door will reward the
careful visitor with a peek at the rare
pink lady’s slipper wild orchid. This
174-acre park also offers one of the
most breathtaking views of the 100-
foot-tall limestone bluffs as well as the
waters of Green Bay.

The remaining state parks —
Whitefish Dunes, Newport and Rock
Island — are either day-use or only
allow primitive camping. Getting
to Rock Island requires two ferry
rides. First, you'll have to take the
Washington Island ferry (motorhomes
welcome), and from there, park
the coach and take the passenger-
only Karfi Ferry to Rock Island. The
primitive 912-acre island is home
to the oldest lighthouse in the state,
Pottawatomie Lighthouse, which is
open for tours Memorial Day through
Columbus Day. Back on Washington
Island, the Washington Island
Campground offers 45 RV sites, most
with water and electricity.

Beyond the island, there are
several private campgrounds and
RV parks located in Door County.
Baileys Grove Campground, Fish
Creek Campground, Quietwoods South
Camping Resort, and Rustic Timbers
are favorites and have facilities for
motorhomes.

Canoeing and kayaking are the best
ways to explore the bays and rivers of

Lake Michigan and the Door County peninsula. gl

Sven’s Bluff is one of the favorite overlooks in
Peninsula State Park.
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DOOR COUNTY, WISCONSIN

Door County. The islands on the bay
side, including Horseshoe Island in
Nicolet Bay, are popular destinations for
kayakers. Various outfitters can provide
equipment or even guided tours to
some of the area’s waterways. Besides
kayaking tours, outfitters offer fishing,
sailing and even Segway tours. Take a
trolley tour for an insider’s look at some
of the small towns and state parks.

The most visited lighthouses
in Door County are the Eagle Bluff
Lighthouse at Peninsula State Park,
the Cana Island Lighthouse (one of the
most photographed), the Pottawatomie
Lighthouse on Rock Island, and Baileys
Harbor Range Lights. The range lights
are located in the 1,600-acre Ridges
Sanctuary, which is a designated state
natural area. Range lights differ from
lighthouses in that range lights come in
pairs and are used to precisely align a
vessel within a narrow channel, such as
in a river or the entrance to a bay. The
one closer to the vessel is called the
beacon, or front range, and the more
distant and taller one is the rear range.

To get a feel of the county’s
nautical heritage, visitors should make
stops at the three sites of the Door
County Maritime Museum. The main
site is located in Sturgeon Bay next to
a historic steel bridge. Exhibits include
model ships and boats, and displays
on shipwrecks. Another site of the
museum is located at the Cana Island
Lighthouse. Operational since 1869,
the lighthouse is located on an island,

22 MotorHome April 2016

From above: Visitors can view the Baileys Harbor Range Lights from the hiking trails at The Ridges

Sanctuary. Ephraim’s Old Post Office Restaurant puts on a traditional fish boil — a Scandinavian
tradition that dates back to the county’s fishing heyday. The flames signal that dinner’s ready.

just north of Baileys Harbor. But
visitors reach and tour the lighthouse
by walking across a causeway. The
grounds contain several original
buildings. A climb of the 97 steps of
the light tower rewards with a view of
the island, Door County peninsula and
Lake Michigan. The third site of the
museum is in the fishing village of Gills
Rock, which is located at the north-
ernmost point of the peninsula. The
site consists of a wooden fish shack, a
fishing tug, and exhibits on ice fishing
and shipwrecks.

For shoppers, there are plenty
of opportunities in the small towns.
There are no malls, just independently
owned specialty shops. Art galleries

are also abundant. In Sturgeon Bay visit

the Popelka Trenchard Glass fine art

gallery and studio. A new gallery in Egg
Harbor, the Cappaert Contemporary
Gallery, is located in an 1873 log house.
It features sculptures, paintings, glass,
clay and jewelry. In Fish Creek, the
Hands On Art Gallery allows visitors to
create their own piece of artin glass,
mosaics, jewelry or in paint.

There are several restaurants and
eateries that most visitors will want
to try. A good way to start the day is to
make a stop at the Door County Coffee
and Tea Co. for some gourmet coffee
and a homemade breakfast. Another
breakfast option, or any meal for
that matter, is Al Johnson’s Swedish
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From above: South Shore Pier in Ephraim rents
all types of boats. Door County’s Peninsula
State Park has one of the state’s busiest public
campgrounds, so make reservations early.

Restaurant & Butik. This is probably
the most famous restaurant in Door
County, due to the fact that, on most
days, there are goats grazing on the
restaurant’s sod roof. The Swedish
pancakes are the restaurant’s most
popular breakfast dish.

A good lunch stop in Ephraim is
Wilson’s Restaurant and Ice Cream
Parlor. It features hamburgers and
sandwiches, an old-fashioned soda
fountain with home-brewed root beer
and ice-cream flavors that will satisfy
any taste. Another lunch option is the
Wild Tomato Wood-Fired Pizza and
Grille located in Fish Creek opposite
the entrance to Peninsula State Park.

No visit to Door County would be
complete without attending a fish boil.

Fish boils are offered at many
Door County restaurants and are
popular meals for visitors. Potatoes,
onions and locally caught whitefish
are cooked together in a large kettle
over a wood fire. At the end of the
cooking, the cook, called the boil
master, throws kerosene onto the fire,
which causes the water to boil over,
burning away the fish oil. The fish and
vegetables are then served inside the
restaurant. The meal is traditionally
followed by cherry pie. Fish boils were
originally used to feed large crowds of
lumberjacks and fishermen. It was a
quick and economical way to feed large

groups of people. As the area grew

as a tourist destination, it became a
popular attraction at local restaurants.
Two restaurants that have fish boils
are Pelletier’s Restaurant & Fish Boil
in Fish Creek and at the Old Post Office
Restaurant in Ephraim.

With so many opportunities for
outdoor recreation in Wisconsin’s Door
County, and so many great places to
eat and camp, the peninsula called
Door is an excellent motorhome des-
tination for spring. Or any season for
that matter. @

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Baileys Grove Campground
866-839-2559, http://baileysgrovecampground.com

Door County Maritime Museum
920-743-5958, www.dcmm.org

Door County Visitor Bureau
800-527-3529, www.doorcounty.com

Fish Creek Campground
920-495-2267, http://fishcreekcampground.com

Quietwoods South Camping Resort
920-825-7065, www.quietwoodscamping.com

Rustic Timbers Door County Camping
920-868-3151
http://rustictimbersdoorcountycamping.com

Washington Island Campground
920-847-2622
www.washingtonislandcampground.com
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Club Events

2016 Good Sam get-togethers

A . ~_Golden'Giveaway:
— " & = night’s stay at any Good Sam Park,
- ' including Oregon’s Emerald Valley.

SRATCH ‘N CAMP

Good Sam and Camping World celebrate 50 years
with a $5 million camping giveaway

Good Sam and Camping World are giving away $5 million worth of free camping
nights as part of the brands’ twin 50th birthday celebration this year. Shoppers who
make a purchase at any of the 115-plus Camping World locations through September
11 receive a Golden Giveaway scratch-off card. Thousands of lucky scratchers will
win a Free Night of Camping Certificate worth up to $25 at any of the more than 2,100
Good Sam Parks across North America.

Free camping isn’t the Golden Giveaway's only prize. Five scratch tickets will

award Coleman travel trailers, and the grand-prize winner receives the keys to a 2016

Thor Windsport Class A motorhome.
For members of the Good Sam Club, the camping giveaway is a bonus. Members
already get a 10 percent discount on nightly stays at Good Sam Parks, which uphold
uniformly high standards for amenities, appearance and cleanliness.
www.campingworld.com/goldengiveaway

Spring Cleaning with Good Sam

Members will exchange their barbecue tongs for trash
bags during Good Sam Club Cleanup Days, May 14 and
15. Each year Good Sam members and chapters head
outdoors in force to pick up litter, prune branches, paint
fences, restore hiking trails and whatever else needs doing.

Idaho’s North Kootenai Sams:
Sprucing up the Panhandle.

Volunteering for the 21st annual Cleanup Days is as
easy as contacting the campground or public area you or your group would like to tidy
up and coordinating an activity. After filling your trash bags, you can drop them in the
dumpsters at Camping World, cosponsor of the spring-cleaning event.

As a thank you, participating chapters are eligible for a random drawing. To enter,
email a photo displaying your group’s hard work to gsclubsupport@goodsam.com by
May 31 and include the chapter’s name and the Cleanup Days activity, location and
number of participants. Each member pictured in the winning photo will receive a
$25 Camping World merchandise certificate. www.goodsamclub.com/community

Taste of Southern California
April 22 through 24

Golden Village Palms RV Resort
Hemet, California

North Carolina Campout

April 28 through May 1

Yogi Bear's Jellystone Park at Daddy Joe's
Tabor City, North Carolina

Southwest Washington FunFest

May 9 through 13

Washington Land Yacht Harbor RV Park
Olympia, Washington

Rayne Frog Festival
May 11 through 14
Frog Festival Pavilion
Rayne, Louisiana

0ld Fashion Dirt Track Weekend
May 27 through 28

Perris Auto Speedway

Perris, California

Campout for Charity 2016
June 3 through 5

Iroquois County Fairgrounds
Crescent City, Illinois

Western Weekend - Above and Below
June 3 through 5

Grand Canyon Caverns

Peach Springs, Arizona

Good Sam Fun Weekend
June 10 through 13

The Villages at Turning Stone
Verona, New York

Jenny Brook Bluegrass Festival
June 23 through 26

Tunbridge World's Fairgrounds
Tunbridge, Vermont

Oregon Jamboree Music Festival
July 29 through 31
Sweet Home, Oregon

Great Prosser Balloon Rally
September 23 through 25
Wine Country RV Park
Prosser, Washington

» Find the full schedule of upcoming Good
Sam regional events and State/Provincial
Rallies at www.goodsamclub.com/events.

PHOTO: JON CURRIER

<« THE START OF SOMETHING BIG In 1968, two years after the launch of the Good Sam

Club, the club began negotiating with RV parks across North America to offer discounted camping to

members. This year, as Good Sam celebrates its 50th anniversary, members enjoy 10 percent savings on
overnight RV stays at more than 2,100 Good Sam Parks — from Fairbanks, Alaska, to the Florida Keys.

GOOD SAM CLUB | 800-234-3450 | WWW.GOODSAMCLUB.COM | INFO@GOODSAMCLUB.COM



By Mary Zalmanek

26 MotorHo

4

GENEROSITY

WHEELS

VOLUNTEERISM

IN THE RV COMMUNITY
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ers are a fascinating bunch. Most

of the people | meet during my travels are

either retired or have the flexibility to work
while on the road. Not only do they pass their time in
creative and adventurous ways, they are generous.
Volunteerism is strong in this mobile community. Some
people work with Good Sam chapters; others find inde-
pendent causes.

The Good Sam Club is the world’s largest orga-
nization of RV owners with more than 1.65 million
members. Many of those members are also active in
the nearly 1,500 grassroots Good Sam chapters in the
U.S. They get together for RV campouts, good times

A
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and community service. Members volunteer thousands
of hours annually to help their communities.

While each chapter adopts its own favorite causes,
there are some that are supported on a national
basis. Dogs for the Deaf is a nonprofit with a mission
of rescuing dogs and helping people. Chapters have
raised hundreds of thousands of dollars that help this
charity spare the lives of shelter dogs, train them and
give them to people who need hearing dogs. During
annual Cleanup Days in May, chapters help prepare a
campground, park or other public land for the camping
season by picking up branches and trash. Good Sam
members take being a “good Samaritan” seriously.




GOOD SAM
MEMBERS

‘ :Dgua AO'WS’
Storm Spotter

» Doug Moloney is a member of the
Hammin” Sams, a Colorado Good
Sam Chapter located in Colorado
Springs. Most of the Hammin” Sams
are volunteers with one or more of
the following groups: SKYWARN, EL
Paso County or Colorado Springs
Emergency Management, Red Cross
and Salvation Army. SKYWARN is
a volunteer program established
by the National Weather Service.
Nearly 290,000 trained storm
spotters identify and describe severe
local weather. These real-time
reports, along with Doppler radar
technology, improved satellite
and other data, provide timely and
accurate reports to help keep local
communities safe. When storms
arise while the Hammin" Sams are
camping, they are the National
Weather Service's trained eyes in
the field.

Doug, a Colorado native, started
supporting emergency communi-
cations in 1977 during the worst
blizzard he had ever experienced.
Ham radio operators supported the
U.S. Army and the El Paso County
Sheriff for four days by providing
communications during the rescue
missions the Army was running on
behalf of EL Paso County. After that
experience, he began volunteering
with SKYWARN. When county- and
statewide police, fire and emergency
communications infrastructures

o8

Jerry Kirby (at far right in the red shirt) and
the Flat Rock Campers, a Good Sam Chapter
in North Platte, Nebraska, collaborated to
build flower boxes for a community garden.

were badly damaged by a tornado
that struck Limon, Colorado, in
1990, the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration (NOAA)
weather radar at Limon was able to
communicate with Colorado Springs
via ham radio, thanks to Doug and
his fellow ham radio operators.

Jerry Kirby:
Community Garden Builder
» Adopt-a-Park is another one of
Good Sam’s national initiatives.
Members volunteer to do whatever
is needed, such as planting new
gardens, maintaining existing
landscapes or building shelters.
Jerry and Janice Kirby are
members of the Flat Rock Campers,
a 3-year-old chapter in North Platte,
Nebraska. When Jerry heard about
a new community garden, he joined
other Flat Rock Campers to help
build flower boxes for it. This Good
Sam Chapter also has fundraisers
for Dogs for the Deaf and Special
Olympics. They've organized garage
sales and a “no-bake bake sale,”
donating the money they would have
spent on baked goods.

HOJ’U’d :r Ockl R
Knitter

» As Good Sam regional directors
for the Central Plains Region, which
includes Colorado, lowa, Nebraska,
Utah and Wyoming, Harold Jacklin
and his wife, Rosalie, are active
members of the Utah Deer Sams
in Provo. In an average year, this
group of 20 couples will volunteer
13,000 hours and make 100 quilts
for newborns and cancer patients.
The chapter also raises $12,000 to
$15,000 dollars that will be donated
to their two favorite charities, Dogs
for the Deaf and Shop with a Cop, the
latter of which allows children from
low-income families to shop for a
Christmas gift of their choice accom-
panied by a policeman. This generous
group was named Chapter of the Year
for 2008.

All of this is very impressive, but
nothing impressed me more than the
fact that Harold alone knitted more
than 500 hats for cancer wards, a
Native American reservation, and

Photos: Mary and Jim Zalmanek
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True Lifetime
Material and
Labor Warranty

NEVER GET ON
YOUR ROOF AGAIN.

Finally, there is a Convenient,
Affordable, Permanent,
Guaranteed RV Roof.

The “Direct Bond” new
RV roof system with a
manufactured, custom fit.

Lightweight: Seamless, and
maintenance free.

Convenient: Don’t Move!

We'll come to you and install your
new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.

Affordable: Less expensive than
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Bonds directly over rubber, metal,
fiberglass or wood decking.

www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-782-7667)
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ULTIMATE RV ROOFING SOLUTION
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GENEROSITY ON WHEELS

homeless and battered women'’s
shelters. Occasionally Harold gets
together with other men in the
chapter to knit.

Corlo Gr; ]
Commw\;ty %lum‘e@:'es" -
A Singgr

» After retiring as a high-school
vice principal in 2005, Carla Gries
and her husband, Doug, joined Good
Sam in 2006. A year later, Carla was
elected president of the Pathfinder
Good Sams in Freemont, Nebraska.
She’s also active in her church
and the Omaha Optimists, does
publicity for the Summer Bash for
Childhood Cancer, and participates
in the Assistance League of Omaha’s
Operation School Bell and Operation
Teen Parent. Through Operation
School Bell, each year 4,000 kids
are given $90 clothing vouchers
at JCPenney, plus a shoe voucher.
Operation Teen Parent encourages

students to complete their high-
school education. Carla feels blessed
to have a fine voice, and has sung

the national anthem at Samborees in
seven states. “I like being involved,”
Carla explained. “Some of us have
‘yes' written on our foreheads.”

Carla has served as the Nebraska
state director since 2009. After losing
her husband of 47 years in 2013, she
ran for another 2-year term. “Good
Sam is the family we choose,” Carla
said. "l probably would have died
right along with him if not for Good
Sam.”

INDEPENDENT
CAUSES

Here are some creative ways RVers
give back to their communities
through independent causes.

Mary Lou Wilton:

Toy Drive Organizer

» Mary Lou Wilton and her team

of volunteers are the driving force
behind the Salvation Army Toy Drive
in Tucson, Arizona. Mary Lou has
worked on the drive since 2010, and
took over as chair in 2012. Each
year, when she arrives at Voyager RV
Resort on November 1, she starts by
checking out the vacant building that
the Salvation Army has rented for the
event. More than 200 volunteers —

Volunteer Mary Lou Wilton buys toys for the Salvation Army Toy Drive in Tucson, Arizona.
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Larry “The Shoe Man” Kowalik organizes shoes that will be given to nearly 1,000 needy
children and adults at the Gospel Rescue Mission in Tucson, Arizona.

mostly winter residents of Voyager

— work on committees that do

things like build the display area and
decorate the warehouse; shop for
toys, bicycles and books; and package
them into bundles by age group and
gender. Parents register with the
Salvation Army, then come at the
appointed time to select gifts for their
children up to age 12. In 2014, toys
were distributed to 4,175 children in
1,700 families in Tucson. The Voyager
community is a generous one. They
volunteered 5,546 hours and donated
$14,760 to the toy drive.

Larry Kowalik:
Shoe Drive Organizer

» Larry “The Shoe Man” Kowalik

has a yearly goal of giving shoes to
1,000 needy children and adults at the
Gospel Rescue Mission in Tucson. In
2014, he came close when he gave

out 962 pairs of shoes and 1,000 pairs
of socks at the Mission’s Christmas
Street banquet and toy giveaway. He
said, "My favorite day is when | get to
hand out shoes.” The generous folks,
again at Voyager, donated $8,000 in
cash, and other businesses and indi-
viduals brought the total up to $15,000.
Throughout the year, Larry watches for
shoe sales. Athletic shoes account for
90 percent of his purchases. He looks
for closeouts and big discounts. Fifty
"shoe angels” remove price tags and
place the shoes on tables according to

size for the Christmas giveaway.

=7/l

Milt Moorest
Cai Air Potrol Piot

» A pilot in the United States Air
Force and for United Airlines, Milt
Moores retired in 2003. A friend
mentioned that he was volunteer-
ing to fly for the local sheriff’s
department, and Milt thought that
sounded like a good way to remain
useful and productive. Since he
taught in the Air Force and at United,
he volunteered to train and teach

for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP), an
all-volunteer, civilian auxiliary of

the Air Force. In addition to training
flights, Milt also may be called upon
to perform search and rescue for
lost people or downed airplanes,
perform photo assessments in areas
damaged by flood or fire, and to

take photos for the Department of
Homeland Security, the USDA Forest
Service, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, and the Drug Enforce-

JDIESELTOWN

TENAS!

Airstream Touring Coaches
e T ———— P
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Midwest Automotive Designs
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* Full-Lline Dealer!
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ment Administration. Each flight has
a pilot, an observer in the right seat
and a scanner behind the pilot. Milt
is qualified for all three positions.

. \ Nelson TiGemoro:
Poulo o e mol Welore

» In 2004, Paula DiGennaro founded
a fundraiser to benefit the Society
for the Improvement of Conditions
for Stray Animals (SICSAJ, an animal
welfare organization in Dayton,
Ohio. The SICSA Red Dog RACERS
Charity Auction and Cruise-in Event
united her two favorite passions:
animals and auto racing. With her
husband, Nelson’s, help, they grew
the event to include a huge silent
auction, a live-bid auction run by an
auctioneer, an autograph session
with racecar drivers and a display
of racecars. Three years later they
retired from their careers and
became full-time RVers. Since they
sold their home, they no longer
had a place to store donations and
logistical items throughout the year.
After one of their volunteers offered
aroom in her home for storage,
they realized they could take the
event on the road with them. Paula
and Nelson had the connections
with drivers, teams and racing
venues that helped make the event a
success. Being mobile has allowed
them to pick up donations all across
the country. Nelson likes to tell
fellow RVers that they transported
the entire nosepiece of NASCAR’s
Kasey Kahne's Daytona car in their
dinghy vehicle. The DiGennaros
spend six weeks in the fall preparing
for the event in Dayton, then they hit
the road again.

At Albugquerque’s International Balloon
Fiesta, volunteers Dan and Ruthie Valeri
share an ideal location to watch hundreds of
balloons drift by overhead.

Dan and Ruthie Valeri: Balloon
Fiesta Volunteers

» For four weeks prior to Albuquer-
que’s International Balloon Fiesta,
Dan and Ruthie Valeri cleaned the
grounds, pulled weeds and marked
off 1,800 RV sites. During Balloon
Fiesta, they checked in RVers as
they arrived, arranged for vendors
to fill freshwater tanks and dump
holding tanks, and had an ideal
location to watch hundreds of
balloons drift by overhead. After
the close of the nine-day event,
they stayed to help clean up. In
exchange, they got RV parking

and the opportunity to hang out
with some fun-loving people. “The
volunteers are so happy,” Dan said.
“It's a great environment to be in.”
They plan to make the trek out from
Massachusetts to do it again.

SECOND ACT

When we think about our “second
act” — what we want to devote our
lives to after retirement or a career
change — we look to activities that
give our lives purpose and meaning.
Volunteering is a great way to
combine our talents and passions
and give back to our community. It's
never too late. As novelist Richard
Bach once said, “Here is the test to
find whether your mission on Earth
is finished: If you're alive, it isn’t.” @
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By Alan Rider

LIFE’'S A BEACH

Cape Hatteras and Cape Lookout national seashores
make fine places to be marooned for days on end

{ ADVENTURE!
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When we think of the National Park Service (NPS), we generally think of Atlantic coastline that's been designated the Cape
of just that: national parks. The fact of the matter, however, is that for :

the past century, the NPS has been faithfully standing guard over a Hatteras and Cape Lookout national seashores.
wide array of America’s most valuable treasures, everything from vast
nature preserves to historic battlefields. Now, as we celebrate the or- A Different Kind of Park

ganization’s 100th anniversary, MotorHome is bringing you a yearlong Located on the string of low barrier islands known as North
series full of unforgettable experiences — from mild to wild — that are

unique to national parks. Places where we sincerely hope you'll Find Carolina’s Outer Banks about three hours east of Raleigh,
Your Adventure in the months ahead. these two protected seashores are watched over by the
National Park Service.
t'sa fantasy most of us have indulged at one time That makes them a welcome respite from the overde-

or another, usually while fighting rush-hour traffic or velop ch of America’s prime
beating back the onslaught of text messages, emails and
phone calls that never seem to stop coming. Namely,
g getting away to a deserted island where the biggest decision
~ you have to make is whether to lay back and crack open
~ that new novel you've been looking forward to or do a lit

e
I

Cape Hatteras National Seashore stretches 70 miles north to south
across three barrier islands — Bodie, Hatteras and Ocracoke. The
islands are linked by N.C. Highway 12 and the Hatteras Inlet Ferry. Cape
Lookout National Seashore consists of 56 miles of undeveloped beach
stretched over three to four barrier islands from Ocracoke Inlet on the
northeast to Beaufort Inlet on the southeast.
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Perhaps the best news, though,
is that this part of North Carolina is
ideally suited to motorhome travel.
Whether you decide to leave the
coach at your campsite or employ
as a vessel of exploration that will
allow you to set up your castaway-
for-a-day basecamp amid the sea
oat-studded dunes, you'll find this ~ '."
stretch of coastline to be remarkably &

W
RV-friendly. ﬂ
v

A Pirate’s Life For Me
Of course motorhome travelers
aren’t the first to discover the appeal
of these narrow spits of sand. In fact,
one of the island’s earliest visitors
was so famous he was known by a
ackbeard.

.......

the North Carolina Maritime Museum in Beaufort. There
you'll find out more about Teach’s larcenous enterprise
and be able to view artifacts from his ship, the Queen
Anne’s Revenge, which was scuttled just a mile offshore
in 1718 and has only recently been raised from the
depths.

To claim your share of modern-day pirate booty, visit
Teach's Hole on Ocracoke Island. There you'll find all
manner of buccaneer-themed tchotchkes as well as a
small Blackbeard Museum, all within walking distance of
the bay where Edward Teach was ambushed by members
of the Royal Navy and quite literally lost his head.

From below: Climb 207 steps to the top of Cape Lookout Lighthouse
for sweeping views. Fishing is an important component of life on
Harkers Island, part of Cape Lookout National Seashore.

Cape Hatteras Lighthouse is one of 10 lighthouses on North Carolina’s coast and, at 210 feet, is the tallest brick lighthouse in America.

April 2016 MotorHome 33

Photo: Alan Rider



LIFE'S A BEACH

From above: This painting of Blackbeard was created by Don Maitz, whose most recognized work
is the Captain Morgan Spiced Rum character. Borrowing Blackbeard’s given name, Teach’s Hole
in Ocracoke features a pirate exhibit and paraphernalia. The wild horses on Shackleford Banks
are descendants of Spanish mustangs that were brought to North Carolina five centuries ago.

The Lost Colony

When it comes to the area’s earliest
recorded history, however, there's
just one place to go: the northern

tip of Roanoke Island, the site of the
first English colony founded on these
shores in 1585.

There, at the waterfront amphi-
theater at the Fort Raleigh National
Historic Site, you'll find the outdoor
drama The Lost Colony. Staged here
on the site of that original outpost
for more than 75 years, the play tells
the story of the trials and tribulations
faced by the 117 early settlers, with
elaborate costumes and impressive
special effects.

More importantly, it leaves you to
ponder the mystery of what happened
to those brave souls who vanished
without a trace a full 30 years

The Roanoke Marshes Lighthouse in Manteo
is an exterior re-creation of the original
screw-pile lighthouse built in 1877.
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before the Pilgrims ever set foot on
Plymouth Rock.

Light-Up Landmarks
When it comes to getting the lay of the
land (and water) on the Outer Banks,
nothing beats the two most prominent
lighthouses that serve as important
landmarks along the Cape Hatteras
and Cape Lookout national seashores.
Topping that list is the Cape
Hatteras Light, the tallest in the U.S.,
located near the town of Buxton.
Built in 1870 to warn mariners of
the treacherous waters of Diamond
Shoals just offshore, the circular
walkway atop the 210-foot black-
and-white striped lighthouse offers
an unparalleled panorama of the
Atlantic Ocean, Pamlico Sound and
the milewide island itself. While

you're admiring this massive brick
structure, take a moment to contem-
plate the 1999 undertaking that saw
the entire lighthouse moved more
than a half-mile inland after decades
of coastal erosion threatened to
undermine its foundation.

Getting to the Cape Lookout
Lighthouse requires a little more effort,
as there are no roads leading to it. In-
terisland shuttles will whisk you across
the 3-mile bay known as the Back
Sound to the light with its distinctive
black diamonds on a white background.
Once there you can climb the 207
steps to the viewing platform or simply
admire it from the ground as you walk
through the warm waters lapping on
miles of largely unpeopled beach.

Horsin’ Around

No one knows for sure where the
100-plus wild horses that call the small
island of Shackleford Banks came from,
but it's assumed they're descendants of
Spanish mustangs that waded ashore

__“ll.ll
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centuries ago after shipwrecks.

To view these herds up close, take
one of the small skiffs that shuttle
people to and from the end-of-the-
road spot they call Harkers Island.

The boat will drop you and your party
off on Shackleford Banks, where you
can enjoy watching the wild horses
quietly graze on the lush grasses of the
island’s interior.

The fact that this small 9-mile-long
island is rarely visited gives it another
appealing quality: a superabundance
of seashells. You'll find them lining
the beach in numbers that would
put a seaside curio shop to shame,
especially after storms.

Adventure, Anyone?
For visitors looking for something a
tad more exciting, continue north to a
little spot with the somewhat ominous
moniker Kill Devil Hills.

|f that name sounds familiar,
it's because these giant sand dunes
were the site of the Wright Brothers’

Exploring the Cape Hatteras and Cape
Lookout national seashores is a relatively
straightforward affair. Traveling from
the south, pick up U.S. Highway 70 near
the port of Beaufort and follow it north to
the Cedar Island ferry landing. At the end
of the two-hour ferry ride to Ocracoke
Island, you’ll find yourself on state

Route 12, which, after another one-hour
ferry ride from Ocracoke to Hatteras,
takes you all the way up to the byway’s
northern terminus at the intersection of
U.S. Highway 64 to Manteo. Most turns,
including the detour to Harkers Island,
are well-marked. Ferry schedules and
fare information can be had at www
.ncdot.gov/ferry or by calling 800-293-
3779.

Because grocery stores and fuel
stations can be scarce along much of the
route, it's a good idea to stock up and
top off in Beaufort or in one of the small
towns on Hatteras Island.

first successful glider flight in 1900.
Consistent winds off the ocean still
make it a prime place to do a little
flying of your own.

To get off the ground, you'll want
to visit the folks at Kitty Hawk Kites at
one of their multiple locations along
the Outer Banks. From there you can
go on to learn to paraglide or hang
glide, or even kite surf on the shallow,
waist-deep waters of Pamlico Sound.

For the ultimate in authentic
experiences, however, ask them
about taking a ride on their detailed
replica of one of Orville and Wilbur’s
first unpowered gliders. Though it's
unlikely you'll travel much farther
than the brothers did, it's a brush with
history that will give you stories to tell
for the rest of your days.

FOLLOW OUR BLOG

To learn more ways to Find Your Adventure
in America’s national parks, check out our
weekly blog posts at www.motorhome.com.

Call for FREE Information Kit
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LIFE'S A BEACH
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The Wright Brothers Memorial commemorates
the site of the world’s first successful powered
flight on December 17, 1903, by Orville and
Wilbur at Kill Devil Hills in Kitty Hawk.

Castaway For Days

No matter how you end up spending
your time along the Cape Hatteras

and Cape Lookout national seashores,
you'll finally know what it’s like to live
out that recurring island castaway
fantasy that gets you through your
daily grind. You'll also have an entirely
new perspective on the popular phrase
“life’s a beach.” @

For More Information

Camp Hatteras
252-987-2777, www.camphatteras.com

Cape Hatteras National Seashore
252-473-2111, www.nps.gov/caha

Cape Lookout National Seashore
252-728-2250, www.nps.gov/calo

Cape Woods Campground
252-995-5850, http://capewoods.com

Hatteras Sands Campground
252-986-2422,
www.hatterassandsrvpark.com

Kitty Hawk Kites
252-441-2426, www.kittyhawk.com

The Lost Colony
252-473-2127, http://thelostcolony.org

North Carolina Maritime Museums
252-728-7317,
http://ncmaritimemuseums.com

Teach’s Hole
252-928-1718, http://teachshole.com

NPS CAMPGROUNDS

There are four campgrounds on Cape
Hatteras National Seashore. Cape Point
(located in Buxton) has 202 sites; Frisco
has 127 sites; Ocracoke has 136 sites and
Oregon Inlet (located in Nags Head) has
120 sites. None of the sites have hookups,
but the campgrounds do have modern
restrooms, potable water, unheated
showers, barbecue grills and tables.
Dump stations are located near all camp-
grounds except Frisco.
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Wide, flat “barefoot” Simple Green® Cleaners

CLUB SALE PeCAE A Frpna At [ _ Includes All Purpose cleaners, Wash & Wax, Wheel Cleaner, Extreme
$ 97 S Motorsports Cleaner, Heavy-Duty Cleaner and scrubbing pads.
]39 Club SALE $4.99-517.99 Reg. $5.99-521.99
Retro Cruiser #86223 Karcher® Follow Me 1800 PSI Electric Pressure Washer #87737
Seat easily adjusts to fit riders from 4" to 64". Luggage carrier on Delivers up to 35 times the pressure of a garden hose while using up to 80%

back. 24" dia. powder coated stainless steel wheels . | Reg. $169.99 | % less water. Vario™ power spray wand allows easy pressure adjustment. 27 oz.
detergent tank dispenses cleaner automatically. 15° high-pressure hose.
120-volt. 2P/4°L x 12°W x 127:"H. | Reg. $122.99 | wm: | @

Quieter, Smarter ~ B CLUB SALE
Power Wherever e A ANANDO 5999
You Go , ! =

Commando Black Tank Cleaner, 4-pack #87724
Advanced super-concentrated enzyme formula breaks
down waste and cleans sensors. | Reg. S11.79

CLUB SALE
CLUB SALE - 51999ea.
5799 9 9 - en“r!n Elements Spare Tire Covers
= Heavy-duty vinyl with elastic hem.

Ord tire size—| ti
Generac Inverter Portable Generator, iQ2000 #88538 e, di;n:;tlg tzils;::m?r::i?::e&::ﬂ

» 2000 starting watts, 1600 running watts ) Is Where sizes available in stores.

» PowerDial” integrates start/run/stop functions into one simple to use dial

» PowerBar™ monitors and instantly displays wattage used = Happy Camper

«Low oil shutdown safeguards engine from damage Home Is Where You Park It
= Compact, lightweight design . You Park It. Reg. $22.99 ea.
« Parallel-ready outlets (parallel kit sold separately)
Reg. $899.99 | mx |w

& SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.857.6625 | CampingWorld.com W8 it shippng e applies
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Coordinating design ,,
on each piece s

300 |b. capacity 3001b: capacity

“Keep Calm & Camp” '/ oty
Collection /o)

CLUB SALE Wood-look Cooking STARTING AT “Keep Calm & Camp” Collection  “Keep Calm & Camp” Chair #85600
S 97 Table #85613 CLUB SALE « All-weather, fade-resistant Club SALE $47.49 Reg. $57.99 | s | @
74 Aluminum with a wood- S 9 Oxford fabric “Keep Calm & Camp” Recliners
look pattern, the tabletop 4 » Durable steel frame «64"L fullyreclined  « Removable pillow
is lightweight and chip- » Ergonomic poly armrests
resistant. | Reg. $89.99 | ms = Heavy-duty elastic lacing ik RO i SAER 379038 e 08 29
« Includes cup holder Terracotta #85606 Club SALE $69.99 Reg. $88.88
-|e

- LN :
CLUB SALE : 240 sg. in. CLUBSALE
S 99 | porce_lajn coated s 99
1 29 m:_ \ cooking surface Bén:;.-"
Large side shelf holds ;
Gas & Charcoal Cross sgllins accessories L = Reversible Swirl Design Patio Mats, 6'x 9'
Fire Grill #81293 111 Reversible, weather-resistant polypropylene mats are
119 sq. in. warming rack. - N UV-stabilized to prevent fading and resist mold and mildew.
Legs and side table fold up il - =X Navy/Cream #86875 Brown/Cream #86879
for easy portability. Built-in AT gmmwor L Terracotta/Cream #86877  Black/Gray #86873
temperature gauge. 42°L x i . Reg. 4999
18"W x 18%4"H. 9000 BTU stainless 9 '
Reg, $149.99 | W% | @ steel burner i -
g SM999 | w | Navy/Cream 486876 Brown/Cream #86880
Terracotta/Cream #86878  Black/Gray #86874
Club SALE 569.99 Reg. §7999 - _ k

STARTING AT
CLUB SALE National Parks Games

$ 97 A portion of the purchase will be donated to the Mational
1 3 Park Foundation, to support priority national park projects.
Club SALE 513.97-529.77 Reg. $18.95-539.95

Terracotta/
Cream

W Product Protection Plan avadable

“To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ



Gentle Breeze

Tiffin thinks outside the box with its highly maneuverable diesel pusher
powered by a new high-tech Cummins V-8 engine sygobLuingston

iesel pushers are the crown
Djewels of motorhomes and

represent the most luxurious
and largest models offered to the
RV community. So when someone
mentions a 33"z-footer, the natural
reaction is to assume that a gasser is
the subject of the conversation. Tiffin
Motorhomes, a longtime builder of
motorhomes from entry-level Class A's
to ultraluxury pushers, is mixing up the
playing field somewhat by introducing
its totally redesigned Breeze — a more
svelte, fully fledged diesel pusher with a
lot to talk about.

The Breeze is not new but has gone
through a transformation over the past
few years to make it truly a motorhome
in a class by itself. Its handsomely
detailed compact stature features

“pusheresque” design elements —
supported by gorgeous full-body paint
— that are clearly intended to appeal to
enthusiasts who want to step up from

a gas-powered Class A. What's under
the rear hood, though, is what confirms
the company’s outside-the-box thinking
when it comes to propelling this stately
motorhome. After three years of col-
laboration with Cummins, the result is
a diesel engine, the ISV5.0, which defies
the odds for motorhome propulsion.
For one, the motorhome has a 24,500-
pound gross vehicle weight rating but
the diesel engine has considerably

less horsepower and torque than the
Cummins engine powering a Ram
pickup. And the motorhome pushes a lot
more air than a pickup, so the forces of
nature are not in favor of aerodynamics.

Does it work? The short answer is
“yes,” but there are a few caveats. It's
not a rocket ship by any stretch of the
imagination, but it gets the job done —
and with pretty decent fuel economy.
We drove the Breeze over a 1,200-mile
course from the company’s Red Bay,
Alabama, headquarters to our desti-
nation at Low Key Hideaway in Cedar
Key, Florida, and fuel economy hovered
around 10 MPG during the entire trip.

The Cummins V-8 diesel is a state-
of-the-art machine that uses the latest
technology for durability and emission
cleanliness. It employs a VGT turbo-
charger to spike the ponies and overall,
it's quiet and responsive. We didn’t get
a chance to tow a vehicle during the
trip, but Tiffin boasts a hitch receiver
rated at 4,500 pounds, which may be

ABOVE: Exterior profile might be more compact but classic diesel-pusher lines and full-body paint exude luxury.
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PHOTOS: BOB LIVINGSTON

somewhat optimistic if the motorhome
is going to see much hill climbing.

Out of the chute, the Breeze ac-
celerates with respectable power, but
the hills slow it down. We were not
uncomfortable with the performance
as a whole, and accepted the fact that
slowing down on the hills was a small
compromise in return for consistent
double-digit fuel economy, but those
with a penchant to crest a grade first
might be a little disappointed. Part of
that hill-climbing slowdown can be
attributed to a lag in downshifting,
which is something that should be
able to be reprogrammed through the
computer.

Once you wrap your mind around
the benefits of a more nimble
motorhome with all the amenities and
many of the luxury features reserved for
the big boys — and tie it into the com-
fortable cockpit — you’ll settle down
into a predictable driving experience
as you become acclimated to minor
idiosyncrasies exhibited by the chassis
and drivetrain. Except for some wind
noise emanating from the windshield
and less-than-stellar steering accuracy,
the ride quality was relatively smooth.
A ZF independent front suspension
and air system kept the bumps at
bay and the proprietary PowerGlide
chassis does a good job keeping the
motorhome close to the road. We did
find too much steering wander in windy
conditions and when being passed by
big trucks, which caused driver fatigue

after a few hours on the road. We called
that issue to the attention of Tiffin's

top brass and learned that the test
motorhome was an early production
model and the engineering staff was
still tweaking the chassis. We were also
informed that front tire pressure affects
steering precision. Based on Tiffin's
legendary track record for service,

we feel confident our concerns will be
addressed and corrected in a timely
fashion.

Once you get the motorhome settled
into position on a site, a push of a button
sets the HWH air leveling system in
motion. The system does a good job of
stabilizing the body so there’s virtually
no movement while wandering around
inside. Depending on the geography of
the site, the front might end up too low
to activate the electric step, but it can
be turned off when the entry well is at
a good height in relation to the ground.

TIFFIN

— BELOW: Galley is well-equipped and solid-surface counter provides enough space to prepare meals freely. Queen bed fits snugly without a
slideout, but the room has enough space to move about without feeling claustrophobic.

The front entry door is on the short side,
so it will take a few knocks on the head
to remember to duck, and a lip on the
threshold is a trip hazard, which Tiffin
recognizes and claims it will modify in
subsequent production units.

Having the front entry door,
like most diesel pushers, provides
necessary floorplan versatility to
promote the feeling of openness within
a smaller footprint. It's a tried-and-true
floorplan, using a common component
placement, like the split bath, but Tiffin
added enough interesting touches to
keep the inside from feeling ordinary.
For example, the optional wraparound
dinette in the front living room not
only looks good, but also can seat at
least four adults. The table is easily
adjustable, which comes in handy
when working on a computer or craft
projects, or converting the surface
into a bed. The low-profile, visually

OVERHEAD TV

EEEN BED

SHOWER

U-SHAPED DINETTE CONVERTS TO BED
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TIFFIN BREEZE

appealing seat backs could use some
reconfiguration so those sitting on the
cushion can have more back support

while dining.

With the cockpit seats swiveled
toward the rear, the space up front can
be transformed into a roomy area for
quite a few people to congregate. The
opposing slides in the living room do a
tremendous job of opening up the front
section, but viewing the television sets
from the couch and/or dinette — one
high up in the cockpit and the other
facing the front adjacent to the galley —
takes some neck stretching.

Sharing the space in the streetside
slideout with the couch, which can be
converted into a bed for two, is the
compact galley. At first look, we felt the
galley would be too small to prepare

faucet. The galley counter is extended
when the cover for the two-burner
cooktop is down and there are plenty of
cabinets to store foodstuffs, which can
also be packed into the large cabinets
above the adjacent couch; a pullout
pantry aids in this department. All the
cabinetry throughout the motorhome
is crafted of hardwoods with ball-
bearing drawer slides, and is mounted
to the ceiling for strength. Most of

the cooking duties are handled by the
microwave convection oven.

Across from the galley is the
optional residential refrigerator that
was right sized for the motorhome
and next door is another pantry that
swallowed up a lot of supplies.

The entire front section of the
motorhome can be closed off by a

Expansive glass area in cockpit brings in the sunset at the Low Key Hideaway in Cedar Key,
Florida. Captain's chairs are comfortable and controls ergonomic.

anything but simple meals, maybe
because the lower ceiling height (than
typical diesel pushers) created less
visual spaciousness, but the opposite
was true. First of all, the lower ceiling
height turned out to be an asset and one
that created a much more intimate living
experience. And it's easier to control
comfort heating and air conditioning in
this type of an interior environment.

Componentry in the kitchen is
well-proportioned and centers around
a large stainless sink and high-rise

42 MotorHome April 2016

sliding door with a decorative opaque
window insert. This door is as classy
looking as it is functional. When closed,
the split bath and rear bedroom are
isolated and private — and turn the rear
section into a large master suite. A split
bath — shower on one side of the aisle
and the toilet room on the other — has
been used for years in motorhomes
where space is limited. Beyond the
space consideration, a split bath makes
sense. It allows for placement of a large
shower, which in this case was excep-

WHAT'S HOT &)

Cummins ISV5.0 V-8 diesel engine, fuel
economy, compact size, comfortable bedroom,
full-body paint, good use of floor space

WHAT'S NOT &/

Sensitive steering, late transmission shifting,
TV locations (except bedroom), cramped toilet,
bathroom cabinet, entry-door trip hazard

tionally roomy. On the other hand, the
toilet room was on the cramped side
and could use a little more room around
the china commode. We reasoned

that unless you like to linger in the
bathroom, the smallish dimensions
should not be a deal breaker. We were
happy with the sink size and counter
space, but would like to see the extra-
large cabinet reconfigured so as not to
impede the use of the sink.

As you move into the slide-free
rear bedroom, you'll find that the
additional room normally afforded by
an expanding wall is not really missed.
The queen-size bed fits symmetrically
against the rear wall and is surrounded
by a generous number of cabinets,
including one fairly good-size wardrobe
and a linen closet on opposing sides of
the aisle as you enter the bedroom.

The memory-foam mattress is a
pleasure to sleep on and large windows
on both sides provide excellent venti-
lation and ambient lighting. As in the
rest of the motorhome, privacy window
shades are controlled by cords, and the
LED lighting operates via a multiplex
switch system. Since wall space is
limited, the TV in the bedroom is built
into a flip-down cabinet right above the
mattress and is easily viewed while
lying down.

Décor wise, the Tiffin folks use a
combination of dark-color cabinetry
(Cordovan) that contrasts vividly against
the Zest fabric package that includes
white/beige leatherette upholstery on
the couch and dinette. The tile flooring
looks like wood and works well with the
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Specifications

Chassis
Model PowerGlide
Engine Cummins ISV5.0
SAE Hp 275 @ 3,200 rpm
Torque 560 Ib-ft @ 1,600 rpm
Transmission Allison 6-speed auto
Axle Ratio 5.86:1
Front Tires 265/70R19.5
Rear Tires 265/70R19.5
Wheelbase 202"
Brakes air drum
Suspension Front ZF independent; air ride
Fuel Cap 70 gal
Fuel Economy 10.1 mpg
Warranty 3 years, 50,000 miles;
engine 5 years, 100,000 miles
Coach
Exterior Length 33'6"
Exterior Width 8'
Exterior Height 11" 2" with A/C
Interior Width 77"
Interior Height 6'6"
Construction Laminated walls,

tubular aluminum frame, block-foam

insulation, fiberglass roof

Freshwater Cap 70 gal
Black-Water Cap 30 gal
Gray-Water Cap 50 gal
\Water-Heater Cap 6 gal
LP-Gas Cap 20 gal
Air Conditioner (2) 13,500 Btu
Furnace (2) 20,000 Btu; 30,000 Btu
Refrigerator 10.7 cu-ft residential
Inverter/Charger 1,250 watts/55 amps
Battery (2)  12-volt chassis, (4) 12-volt coach
AC Generator 6 kW
MSRP $236,785
MSRP as Tested $240,809
Warranty 10 years construction, 5 years

delamination; 1 year comprehensive

Wet Weight

(Water & Heater, Fuel, LP-Gas Tanks Full;
No Supplies or Passengers)

Front Axle 8,500 Ibs
Rear Axle 12,680 Ibs
Total 21,180 Ibs

Chassis Ratings

GAWR, F/R 9,500/15,000 Ibs
GVWR/GCWR 24,500/29,000 Ibs
ROCCC 3,320 Ibs (Deduct Weight of

Passengers for Net Cargo Carrying Capacity)

GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR Gross Combination Weight Rating

ROCCC Realistic Occupant And Cargo Carrying
Capacity (Full Water, No Passengers)
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TIFFIN BREEZE

Above: U-shape dinette with adjustable table provides generous seating for at least four people.
Sliding door with opaque window closes off the front and rear sections of the motorhome.

overall look inside this motorhome. The
décor might be a little dark for some
people, but it’s certainly rich looking
and modern. Solid-surface counter-
tops, large windows and a light-colored
padded ceiling all contribute nicely to
the interior aesthetics.

As a family business, the Tiffins
have long prided themselves in build
quality and customer service and the
Breeze is another example of such
tight workmanship. A sound network
of tubular aluminum is used to build
the walls, floor and roof, and the
motorhome feels solid. The roof is
capped with one-piece fiberglass and
the laminated side walls are fitted
with gelcoat fiberglass on the exterior,
which is beautifully painted. Flush-
mounted slideouts really dress up
the exterior appearance, as do the
polished-aluminum wheels. Concealed
behind a flip-up door in the patio
slideout is the fourth LED TV.

Most of the exterior accessories
are placed judiciously so that the
exterior lines are not interrupted, but
we did find the sideview mirror on the
passenger side a little low. Visually,
it provided a safe view for negotiating
traffic, but we crashed our heads into
the arm while walking around the front
of the motorhome more times than we
care to admit.

Clearly, the Breeze has been

crafted to offer a high level of luxury
and exceptional maneuverability for
those who also like to venture outside
commercial RV parks. It lives, looks
and feels like one of the “big boys”
but offers all the attributes of a more
compact motorhome. All the systems
are in place to make the motorhome
highly livable and there are plenty of
high-tech features to keep any owner
happy. Storage is not plentiful, but the
swing-out compartment doors lead to a
surprising amount of space for packing
essentials, although the pass-through
component is more limited. The utility
center is well-marked and easy to use.

Not everyone wants to tool around
in a big motorhome, but diesel-pusher
enthusiasts are not likely to sideline
luxury just to gain maneuverability,
which is where the Breeze excels.
The Breeze offers an option that is not
commonly found in the marketplace
and it comes from a company that
values its customers.

| can still remember Tiffin's sales
representatives demonstrating the
integrity of the build by doing chin-ups
on the overhead cabinets. The Breeze,
while not for everyone, is just another
example of Tiffin’s commitment to
innovation. @
|
Tiffin Motorhomes
256-356-8661, www.tiffinmotorhomes.com
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. WINNEBAGO JOURNEY, TOUR, VISTA, FORZA, SIGHTSEER, ADVENTURER, ACCESS, OUTLOOK, ASPECT, VIA, VIEW, ERA, TREND, TRAVATO « COACHMEN CROSS COUNTRY, MIRADA, MIRADA SELECT .

Our low-price guarantee: We will not be undersold!

Here's how it works: Shop around. Get your best deal.
We will match or beat any written offer on an identical unit from our stock.
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By E. Don Smith

Bu
O

We put 14 specialty insect-remover products to the test

nless you travel with your own personal detailing crew, cleaning

the bugs off the front of your coach is likely a task that falls on you.

Different times of the year and different parts of the country produce

different types of bugs, but cleaning them off is always a challenge.
A modern motorhome is a big target and the bugs seem to always find a way to
donate their organs to the science of bug removal. The longer they stay on the
front of your motorhome, the harder they are to remove, so if you want to get a
jump start on bugging out, it's best to start as soon as possible.

There are many ways to remove
bugs and many products that claim
to be the best at this arduous task.
Our goal in this article is to find some
good cleaning products and, just as
importantly, find some good tools and

Photos: E. Don Smith
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methods to help you restore your paint
to its original condition.

The bug removers we tested
fall into three basic categories. The
first, and most common, type is the
traditional thin liquid cleaner that is

sprayed on the surface then rinsed off
after washing. The second type is a thin
liquid that is sprayed on then wiped
clean and dry on the surface without
the use of rinse water. Finally, there is
a third type of cleaner that sprays on
as a thick spray with the viscosity of a
typical hand lotion. It is also wiped off
the surface with a microfiber towel and
polished dry with another clean cloth.
Each of these methods have their
strengths and weaknesses. Let's take
a look at each one.

Spray On, Rinse Off

The first type of cleaner requires a
water rinse after cleaning, which is the
more traditional method of washing off
bugs. The water rinse is necessary to
help neutralize and dilute the cleaners
and prevent them from damaging or
staining the paint. The problem is that
most RV resorts prohibit you from using
a water hose to rinse the coach. This
means you either have to wait until

you move the motorhome to another
location or find another method for
bug removal. While this method may
be great at home, or ata

dedicated RV wash station,

it may not be ideal for the
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During our tests we divided up the front of
the coach with painter’s tape and then used
each product in a specific section so we could
evaluate each one properly. Products like the
Meguiar’s and Turtle Wax spray on a thick
material that can be used without water. As
you can see, the cleaner is very thick and it
quickly loads up on a microfiber towel when
wiping it off. Griot’s has one of the best mitts
that we could find. One side is made for
normal washing and the side shown here is
designed specifically for bug removal. That
honeycomb structure aids in mechanical
removal of the bugs. Aero Cosmetics has its
own Aero Scrubber that really speeds up the
process when used with its Wash Wax ALL
product, which requires no water. This is

an ideal cleaner and bug remover for most
owners because of its ease of use.

typical motorhome owner who wants
to clean up the front cap upon arrival at
their next destination.

Spray On, Wipe Off
Fortunately, there are several
products made specifically for bug
removal that do not require a water
rinse. Therefore, when you find
yourself in a situation where water
is not available, you will no longer be
forced to suffer with a dirty coach.
These products can be sprayed
on and then allowed to
dwell on the bugs for
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a specified time before being wiped off
with a clean microfiber towel. These

are very convenient and one of them
(Wash Wax ALL) even leaves behind a
slick, static-free surface that feels as
if it was just waxed. This category of
cleaners is our favorite because it can
be used on the road, at home orin a
water-restricted RV park. In the chart
on pages 48-49, we list products that
require water and those that don't so

you can easily find the one you need.

Thicker Spray-On Application,
Wipe Off

The third type of bug cleaner uses

a thick, lotionlike viscosity material
that is sprayed on the surface and
allowed to soak in before polishing
off with a clean, dry microfiber towel.
Though these products do not require
water, they are very different from

ROAD KILL

 BUG REMOVER
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BUGGING OUT: TEST RESULTS
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1Z Einszett Aero Cosmetics CarPro Chemical Guys Detailer’s Pro Duragloss Griot's Garage
PRODUCT Blitz Wash Wax ALL Tar X Bug + Tar Wash Road Kill Bug Remover Bug & Smudge
NAME Remover
WEBSITE 1z-usa.com washwax.com cquartz.com chemicalguys.com |  autogeek.net duragloss.com griotsgarage.com
SIZE 33.8 ounces 16 ounces 16.9 ounces 16 ounces 32 ounces 22 ounces 22 ounces
PRICE $18 $9.95 $15.99 $11.99 $19.99 $7.59 $14.99
PRODUCT Concentrated Blue liquid Slightly oily clear | Concentrated Clear liquid Light-green Clear liquid
FORM blue liquid liquid bright-orange liquid
liquid
Requires separate | Adjustable spray | Adjustable spray | Concentrated | Adjustable spray | Adjustable spray | Adjustable spray
DISPENSER spray bottle, not wash used as a bottle bottle bottle
TYPE . ! traditional soap
included
AR Not specified No Yes No Not if diluted 1:1 No Yes
RINSING
REQUIRED? Yes No Yes Yes No Yes No
After diluting 5:1, Apply to cool Apply to cool, dry Mix with waterina | Apply to cool, dry Spray on cool, Spray on cool, dry

apply on cool, dry
surface then rinse
with water after

DIRECTIONS ~ [SSyNINeY

FOR USE

surface, agitate
with a cloth, then
wipe dry with a
clean microfiber
towel.

surface and allow
1-2 minutes to work,
then agitate with a
sponge or pad and
rinse with water.

bucket and wash as
normal, then rinse.

surface and allow
product to sit 30
seconds, then wipe
dry or rinse off.

dry surface and
allow 1-2 minutes
to sit, then scrub
as needed before
rinsing with water.

surface then allow
product to sit for
30 seconds before
scrubbing or wiping
dry.

EASE OF USE 5
(5 1S HIG

m 4

1-liter bottle goes a
long way, making

it a very low-cost-
per-use product. It's
biodegradable.

behind. If you
want one detailing
productinthe
coach, thisisit. It's
biodegradable.

more effective bug
remover.

wax. Smells great
too.

5 4 4 5 5 5

5 3 4 5 5 5
Since thisis a con- | Greatfor use when | Thiswas by farthe | Designedtobea Very effective One of our favorites | Very effective on all
centrated all-pur- a water hose is best product for use | heavy-duty paint product and does for products that types of bugs and
pose cleaner, it can | not available. Also | ontaror adhesive, | shampoo, but can not require a water | require a water can be used with
be used on wheels, | leaves super- but not our favorite | be mixed at higher | rinse. When used rinse. Safe on all or without water to
tires, the engine bay | smooth, static-free, | on bugs. Itis concentrations and | 1:1 ratio with water | painted surfaces rinse off.
and even glass. The | waxed surface flammable. sprayed on for a it will not remove and glass.
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Meguiar's Optimum Poorboy’s World Sea Foam SONAX Thetford Turtle Wax
Gold Class Bug Power Clean Bug Squash Bugs-B-Gone Insect Remover Bug Bust Bug & Tar
and Tar Remover Remover

meguiars.com

optimumcarcare.com

poorboysworld.com

seafoamsales.com

sonaxusa.com

campingworld.com

turtlewax.com

16 ounces 17 ounces 16 ounces 16 ounces 16.9 ounces 32 ounces 16 ounces
$8.99 $11.99 $10.95 $7.49 $12.99 $9.89 $5.99
Thick, lotionlike Concentrated Concentrated Clear liquid Clear liquid Clear liquid Thick, lotionlike
cream pale-orange blue liquid cream
liquid
Adjustable spray | Adjustable spray Requires Adjustable spray | Adjustable spray | Adjustable spray | Adjustable spray
bottle bottle separate spray bottle bottle bottle bottle
bottle, not
included
Yes Not specified No Not specified Yes Not specified Not specified
No Yes No Yes Yes Yes No
Spray on cool, Dilute 3:1 then spray | Apply on cool, dry Apply on cool, dry Apply to cool, dry Apply on cool, dry Spray directly on
dry surface and on cool surface surface then allow surface, wait 1 surface and allow surface, then rinse surface and allow

allow to sit for 30 and wipe dry after to stand 30 seconds. | minute then scrub 3-5minutes to with water after 1 minute to soak
seconds. Then scrubbing. Scrub if needed with a wet bug sit, then scrub, if scrubbing. in, then polish off
remove residue and before rinsing with scrubber and rinse needed, before with a clean, dry
polish dry with a water. If used 3:1 with water. rinsing. microfiber towel.
microfiber towel. with water, no
rinsing required, just
wipe dry.
3 5 5 4 5 5 3
3 5 5 3 5 5 3
Apply dry and wipe Can be used as Very effective on all Can be used Very effective Very effective bug Apply dry and wipe
off with a microfiber | an all-purpose types of bugs at 100 on many other product and remover. Nontoxic, off with a microfiber,
towel. Great for cleaner on many percent strength, surfaces, including it contains no nonflammable and towel. Great for
small spots, but other surfaces such | but not as effective showers, carpet, solvents or other biodegradable. small spots, but if
if you clean the as tires, wheels, when diluted. etc. It's biodegrad- harsh chemicals, you clean the entire

entire front of the
coach, the cleaning
towel loads up with
product.

showers and even
interior surfaces.

able.

butitis one of the
more expensive
products we tested.

front of the coach,
the towel loads up
with product.
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Pleasure Way , Circle 118 on Reader Service Card

BUGGING OUT

the thin liquid cleaners mentioned
above. The only two cleaners of this
type in our test were the Turtle Wax
and Meguiar’s products. Although they
were both able to remove most bugs,
the cleaner is so thick that it easily
loads up in the cleaning towels when
you try to clean a large area. You are
then forced to use several microfiber
towels due to the buildup of the thick
cleaner on the towels. Neither of these
scored very high in our tests due to
this reason.

Cleaning Tips
One tip that applies to all methods of
bug removal is that you should always
try to perform the work when the
surface temperature of the coach is
cool (or at least not hot) and while the
coach is in the shade. If you attempt to
spray these cleaners on a hot surface,
or in direct sunlight, they will dry too
quickly and could damage the paint.
The way these products work is
they are applied to the surface, then

allowed to dwell for the time specified
on the label. This dwell time allows
the product to penetrate into the dried
bugs and dissolve their remains. Once
the bug has soaked the cleaner up,
the enzymes are diluted and then the
bond between the bug and your coach
is greatly reduced, which allows you to
scrub or wipe it away.

Another important tip is the use of
a bug scrubber made just for this task.
These scrubbers will help mechani-
cally remove the bug along with the
cleaner, which is a chemical process.
Several of the companies that make
bug cleaners also sell their own bug-
scrubber pad or mitt. These scrubbers
along with a good microfiber towel
are about the only tools we used for
most of our tests. Some owners have
reported that they prefer wetting
the surface with water first, then
allowing the bugs to become saturated
before they spray on the bug cleaner.
However, most products that we
tested suggested to spray the product

on a dry surface.

As you review the chart of the
various cleaners we tested, make sure
you note which ones are concentrates,
as they are intended to be diluted with
water. This greatly changes the value
proposition of these products. Some of
them, however, do not include a spray
bottle so you may want to factor that
into your decision as well.

Some of these cleaners will
remove the wax from your paint, so if
you don’t want to wax every time you
remove bugs, then choose a cleaner
that is labeled as wax-safe. Since
everyone has a different situation, it
is difficult to pick a single best bug
remover, but if you look at our chart
you should be able to pick one that fits
your cleaning routine. If you prefer a
wet-wash process, choose one of our
top-scoring products (a score of 5 is
the highest) that are labeled for use
with water. If you prefer a spray-on
and wipe-off product, we have several
of those that scored very well also. @

--Experlence l!lfe
...The Pleasure-Way

your chance to
life...the Pleasure-Way!

302 Portfage Avenue « Saskatoon * SK « 1-800-364-0189 * pleasureway.com
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The Pleasure-Way Promaster Lexor
TS and the Plateau XL. Two of
Pleasure-Way's finest from their
2015 Class B Motorhome line-up.
Drop by a dedler near you for
experience




Make your travel dreams

A REALITY!

0 I.oans For New Or Pre-Owned RVs . I.oans For Full-'l"me RVers

APRs* AS LOW AS

3.89% | 4,69%

on loan amounts of $50k+ on loan amounts of 525k to 49,999

APR s fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate as of January 21, 2016.
See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and loan amounts below 525,000

=

L’eﬁn%?;iﬁfgjﬂg GoodSamRVLoans.com/451 @ sam
“S

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.

**Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received
and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be 2006 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV
must be 2008 model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA Used
Wholesale Base Trade-in value. Maxirmum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A7 year
fixed-rate $55.000 loan. Based on an APR of 3.89%, this loan has 84 monthly payments of $749.00 each.

FULL TIMERS: This offer is not available to applicants who use their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer); visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms.

Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. @ 2016 Bark of the West. NMLS ID #19716. @
Member FDIC. GRL46646 - 0116 EQUAL HOUSING LENDER




Photos courtesy of the manufacturers

By Kristopher Bunker

. or many of us, the main draw of RVing is
L. convenience. Naturally, it all begins with a love

of the outdoors sprinkled with a healthy dose

of wanderlust, but it's the lure of a residential
experience at the campground or RV park that sends us
to the RV dealership rather than loading up the truck with
tenting equipment.

And motorhomes, for the most part, deliver that con-
venience in spades, offering owners a warm bed, their own
personal bathroom facilities, multiple means by which to
store and prepare food, and even entertainment options.
But what if you want more?

Chances are your motorhome is already equipped with
a bevy of appliances that make life on the road easy to live.
And, chances are, those same appliances were installed by
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the manufacturer, who may or may not have selected them
due to their cost and availability. You probably don't settle
for entry-level appliances in your stick home, so why should
you do so in your motorhome?

You don’t have to. Much like with a residential home,
upgrading your outdated appliances can be quite easy,
considering you have the resources. But, unlike your resi-
dential home, you have to be very careful to not exceed your
vehicle’s gross vehicle weight rating (6vwr) when adding
larger, heavier appliances.

All things considered, there are few more effective
methods of instant gratification than adding a new refrigera-
tor, microwave, range, washer/dryer and even dishwasher to
your motorhome’s list of features, all in the name of adding
to the convenience — and comfort — of your RVing lifestyle.



Refrigerators

One of the first places to look is
the old refrigerator in your galley.
More than likely, your current unit
is a smaller RV-style model that
utilizes absorption technology and
can be powered either by LP-gas or
shorepower (known as a two-way
refrigerator). These units have
served RVers well for many years.
Combine that with the fact that this
type of fridge is designed to handle
the rigors of the road, and it's easy
to see why they continue to be the
most popular refrigerator type,
and technology — and capacity

— continues

to evolve for

even more

effective cooling

measures. well and deliver in terms of quality
This segment and features.

is dominated If your motorhome has the

by Dometic space, you may wish to consider
and Norcold swapping out your current refrigera-
(Thetford) tor for a residential model. There
because the two are a number of lightweight models
manufacturers

truly understand
their products

Norcold

Microwaves
Microwaves are

a much more
straightforward
swap. Your
motorhome is
most likely already
equipped with

a microwave of some type. If you're looking for more
versatility, there is a variety of options available that
require just a small amount of research. Again, taking
size and power consumption under consideration here

is @ must. A popular option is to replace a standard unit
with a convection-type microwave, which offers aspiring
RV chefs more cooking options. A convection microwave
combines the convenience of cooking in a microwave
with the benefits of a convection-type oven, allowing for a

Whirlpool

convection microwave oven.

available that are great candidates
for an RV galley. This is where a tape
measure and a realistic eye come

in; pay special attention to counter
depth as well as overall width. A

Furrion’s new RV Chef Collection of stainless-steel appliances includes a

residential-type model often offers a
larger capacity when compared to a
comparably priced RV-type, and the
fact that they rely on a compressor
rather than absorption means they
can stay cooler, even when the tem-
peratures inside and outside of the
motorhome heat up, and they can
reach that optimum temperature
faster. This also means they use
more power, which will likely neces-
sitate the addition of an inverter,
additional batteries and some
electrical know-how as well as the
new fridge; plan accordingly. Also,
these units may not be as tolerable to
the bumps and rolls on the road, nor
to the uneven surfaces we sometimes
encounter.

It's really up to you to decide
which type of refrigerator to
consider, but the trend of outfitting
an RV galley with a residential-type
fridge continues to gain traction;
the fact that you can easily add
more features (such as an in-door
icemaker/water dispenser) for less
overall money only works to bolster
that fact. Popular manufacturers
include Amana, Frigidaire, Kenmore,
KitchenAid, LG, Samsung and
Whirlpool.

Dometic

quicker, more evenly cooked final product that can even
be browned or crisped rather than zap-fried. Keep in mind
that convection microwaves often take up a bit more room
than conventional microwaves due to the larger cooking
area inside. You should also pay close attention to the
power consumption on these models, as they tend to

be a bit more power-hungry and may trip a breaker or
two before you get the hang of things. Many electronics
manufacturers make microwaves, and Dometic, Furrion
and Whirlpool are good chaices for the RV sect.
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Ranges

The RV range (combination cooktop/
oven) has been largely unchanged for
more than a decade. You have your
standard two to four burners (in varying
degrees of intensity) that can be topped
with an accordion-style cover for travel,
all above an oven that can sometimes
be difficult to regulate due to its
proximity to the burners above. And,
let’s not forget the “joys” of bending
down to light a stubborn pilot in order
to get breakfast going. There have been
some improvements, however, from
more even cooking temperatures to
safety features and especially to the pi-

o

~

Atwood

lot-lighting process. Whether it's for an
upgrade or to simply replace a unit that
has seen better days, you have plenty
of options for making the swap. Keep
in mind that many stock RV ranges

are between 17 and 22 inches wide, so
use that as a starting point and break
out the tape measure. These types of
ranges are usually LP-gas powered;
the popular “piezo-lighting” features
don’t require any power, as they work

much like the igniter on a gas barbecue.

Whether standalone or as part of a range unit, RV cooktops often feature an integrated cover
and at least one high-intensity burner for improved cooking/boiling times.

Suburban

Companies like Atwood (Wedgewood),
Dometic, Suburban and Thetford offer
solid models that vary in features (such
as sealed burners, stainless exterior,
enhanced temperature control, etc.).

If you're looking to up the ante, or to
perhaps even bake a cake in the galley,
higher-end models come with appropri-
ate performance levels and price tags;
Dometic’s imported SMEV range is one
of the best we've tested (Trailer Life,
March 2015 issue).

An induction cooktop heats the vessel on the surface, which
cooks the food faster than more traditional methods.

Induction Cooktops

An alternative to replacing the entire range unit is to purchase
a separate induction cooktop. Induction cooking is achieved
via a copper coil being “charged” with AC current beneath the
surface of the cooktop, which is generally glass or ceramic.
The result is a magnetic reaction that ultimately heats the
vessel on the cooktop as opposed to the cooktop itself,

which works faster than more traditional methods (as long

as the cooking vessel is ferromagnetic or has a ferromag-

netic coating). Plus, since it uses the vessel to complete the

magnetic “circuit” necessary for the heating process, once the
pot or pan is removed, the surface cools almost immediately.
This type of cooktop is quite trendy and expensive, and is not
compatible with your existing range. It would therefore neces-
sitate a complete overhaul of your galley’s countertops; as a
result, many opt for a portable-type induction cooktop, such
as from True Induction, Nesco or Fagor’s uCook. Integrated
induction cooktops are available from some manufacturers at
the OEM level; perhaps most notably, True Induction cooktops
are available options in select Winnebago models.
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Dishwashers there was none before Riihme ) .. ,Q/'
What, a dishwasher in a motorhome? Why not? Again, will again take some = ERRS
we're talking about maximizing convenience here, not creative thinking. Remember that B |
living off the grid on a 5-gallon jug of water. That said, a dishwasher runs off 120-volt
something like a dishwasher (or washer and dryer) is best ~ AC power and also needs to be
used only when hooked up to campground water, power plumbed into the sink drain —in
and sewer, lest you'd like your freshwater supply depleted  addition to cutting some of the
and your holding tanks filled in a hurry. cabinetry in the galley. Thisis a

If you're replacing an existing dishwasher (lucky job best left to the pros, unless
you!], the new unit needs to maximize the use of a small you are extra-comfortable with
amount of water (generally in the 2- to 5-gallon range) plumbing, carpentry and electri-
in addition to being compact enough to fit in the existing cian work.
space left after removing the old model. Both Fisher & Another, less invasive dish-
Paykel and Vesta offer built-in models; Fisher & Paykel's washing option is a countertop
DishDrawer uses as little as 2 gallons of water per cycle, model. Vesta makes a unit that
while the Vesta checks in at between 2.4 and 4.2 gallons of  nearly mirrors the capabilities of the built-in, and doesn't
water per use. Furrion also has a new RV Chef Collection require any cabinet modifications; you simply hook up to
of appliances, which includes two stainless-steel dish- the kitchen faucet, hit the button and away it goes. The
washers, one of which is a compact model. Keep in downside is, you now have a countertop appliance to store,
mind that a smaller dishwasher will only handle smaller and the noise can certainly be a factor. But, my, how those
loads; the Vesta can handle up to six, four-piece place plates shine!

settings. That's a large capacity for
RV purposes, but a far cry from the
seemingly bottomless load capa-
bilities of a standard residential unit.
Adding a built-in dishwasher where

Vesta's RV dishwasher is a countertop
model that uses less than 5 gallons of
water per load, and can accommodate
up to six four-piece place settings.

b’ — Washers and Dryers difficult without the preplumbing
|'/ RV washers and dryers have been option. Splendide is a wildly popular
| around for quite some time. The manufacturer of laundry units, as
convenience afforded by not having is Dometic, and Camping World
to lug your dirty underwear down to includes offerings from companies
! the laundromat — not to mention the
' constant scavenging for quarters — Equator
makes this investment well worth it .

for many RVers. | should point out

that we're discussing swapping out
= = old units for new ones (or finally
adding those to a motorhome that
has already been plumbed). While
g it is possible to retrofit your coach
— : = for a washer and dryer (where
there's a will, there’s a way), it's
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like Equator and Ariston.

Washers and dryers come in three
configurations: stackable, all-in-one
and portable, though we’ll only con-
centrate on the stackable and all-in-
ones for brevity’s sake. And, if given
the choice, you should opt for a vented
model, even though that will neces-
sitate using a vent to the outside (cut
into the side wall; again, if your rig
is plumbed for it, you're ahead of the
game). Nonvented models certainly do
the trick, but they can sometimes take
longer to dry clothes, and can really
add to the condensation inside your
motorhome.

A popular configuration for
motorhomes is the washer/dryer
combo. A single unit washes, rinses
and then dries your laundry, eliminat-
ing the need to switch loads between
cycles. This convenience comes at a
price; the capacity is small, they draw
a ton of power, and a single load can
take up to three hours to complete.
That still beats a night on the town

with the local laundry’s finest!
Perhaps the most desired for RV
applications (that have the space] is
the stackable variety; a separate dryer
is stacked (securely, with brackets) on
top of a washer. The units can generally
handle about 12 pounds of laundry,
though loading them up to capacity will
increase energy usage, water usage
and, most importantly, wash time.
Upgrading your motorhome’s

appliances is easy. Do your
homework, be aware of dimensions,
weights and power consumption, and
let your imagination run wild. The
right unit for your motorhome’s new
look is out there, often in your choice
of colors and finishes. There's no
better way to improve the convenience
and “wow factor” of a motorhome’s
interior than by upgrading its
unsightly or out-of-date appliances. @

Atwood
800-546-8759, www.atwoodmobile.com

Camping World (Ariston washer/dryer,
Equator washer/dryer, Nesco and Fagor
cooktops, Whirlpool microwave)
888-626-7576, www.campingworld.com

Dometic
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

Fisher & Paykel
888-936-7872, www.fisherpaykel.com

Furrion
888-354-5792, www.furrion.com

Splendide
800-356-0766, www.splendide.com

Suburban
423-775-2131,
www.suburbanmanufacturing.com

Thetford
800-543-1219, www.thetford.com

True Induction Cooktops
877-862-7049, www.trueinduction.com

Vesta
800-356-0766,
www.westlandsales.com/vesta.htm

Order Now & Save!

The largest collection of new RV mode:\\\ls in the marketplace — all in one handy volume

2016 RV BUYERS GUIDE

Completely Revised & Updated for 2016 « More Than 500 Listings

-l
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Send me a total of

Account #

1-800-309-0311 * www.rvbg.com

copies of the 2016 RV Buyers Guide for only $7.99
plus $2 shipping and handling per copy. Total Payment due: $
U Check or money order made out to RV Buyers Guide enclosed

U Charge my: L Visa W Mastercard U Discover W American Express

Exp. Date

Signature

Name

Address

City

State Zip

<$F Clip out and mail to: 2016 RV Buyers Guide, P.O. Box 9291, Oxnard, CA 93031

Available to US and Canadian residents only (U.S. funds only). Publication date is February 2016.
Please allow 4-6 weeks after publication date for delivery.
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GREAT TV ON THE ROAD..%

.

WHENEVER & WHEREVER ) Q‘ WANT!

J.

- *
FOR3 MONTHS!
with activation of DISH
Pay-As-You:Go
programmmg.

Wherever your RV takes you, DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming allows you to
enjoy hundreds of channels and your favorite TV programs.

With DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming**:
« Pay only for the months you use
« Only DISH lets you watch your favorite shows in HD

DISH ViP 211z Satellite Television « No charge to start or stop monthly service
Receiver #73912 . .
Club SALE $99.95 Reg. $109.99 « Programming for as little as $49.99 per month!

Hurry, offer expires May 8, 2016. Call Camping World at 1.888.875.1540 to activate your DISH programming!

*After 3 months you will be billed $15/mo unless you call to cancel. HBO® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. Offer ends June 6, 2016.

**Important Terms and Conditions: All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly
fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead
to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers. Offers subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements.
Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

€3 CAMPINGWORLD  :sh

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.875.1540 | CampingWorld.com AUTHORIZED RETAILER

CA044843_AprMH

DISH Network, Circle 134 on Reader Service Card



QU |CK TlpS INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FROM OUR READERS

W

A Brighter Idea

I've replaced all the incandescent bulbs in our motorhome
with LED bulbs or new LED fixtures. In general, | found that
the LED bulbs and fixtures did not emit as much light as
the incandescent bulbs. In some applications, the lesser
LED lumens didn’t make a significant difference, but in single LED fixture would provide. In one of the fixtures, |
some applications — like the under-cabinet light fixture popped out the on/off switch and rotated it 180 degrees,
over the dinette or over the kitchen sink — the double LED  so the on/off direction of both switches is the same. The
fixture did not emit enough light. Arguably, even the old in-  cost of both single LED fixtures was less than many of the
candescent fixture and bulbs didn’t emit enough light. higher-lumen double fixtures. As an added bonus, either

| found single LED light fixtures online that emit almost  one or both of the lights can be on depending on how much
as much light as the double fixtures. | mounted two single light is required and which dinette occupant needs light.
LED fixtures back to back to provide more light than a Dennis Jauch | Tampa, Florida

Handy Temperature Control

Our Class A gasser has the heat/air-conditioning control located above the entry
door. The thermostat controller is LCD and mounted too high for me to see
clearly. | have to perch over the steps leading down and light the display with a
flashlight with one hand in order to try to set temperatures and modes with the
other hand. Changing zones this way requires two hands. | fixed the problem by
removing the thermostat from the wall and installing a 3-foot coiled phone cord.
Now | can just grab the thermostat and pull it down to eye level and into the light.
It was only a $6 fix and it works great.

Ted Schaefer | Globe, Arizona

The Key to Easier Unlocking

It’s often difficult to determine the correct way to insert the key into the locks on

my motorhome’s storage compartments, especially in low-light conditions or when
a slide is deployed. My locks are oriented in four different directions, some at 12
o'clock, some at 6 o’clock, some at 9 o’clock and yup, some at 3 o’clock. | made
things easier by applying a drop of paint at the “top” of each key slot. This has proven
very useful in preventing me from forcing the key in incorrectly. | don’t use a corre-
sponding dot on the key itself. To me, the dot indicates the “top” of the key slot, which
corresponds to the “top” or the side opposite the “cuts” on the shaft of the key.

David Bouchey | Encinitas, California

Whisk Away the Broom

Ever notice how the front steps just inside the door of your motorhome get

dirty with little pebbles and whatnot? Mine aren’t anymore. | attached a small
whiskbroom to a retracting dog leash that’s attached under a chair located inside
the entrance door. This setup works great because the broom is always right
there whenever | need to sweep dirt out the door. Once I'm done, the whiskbroom
gets pulled right up underneath the chair. It's out of sight and secure, never to be
misplaced. Now my entry stairs are always clean.

Mitch Hagee | Kildeer, Illinois @

Have an Idea? quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your DIY ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750
A Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Be sure to include any photos,
- illustrations or drawings. If your tip is selected for publication, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN.

Illustrations: Bill Tipton
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Wake il];'.ﬂ' ake a hot shower. Grab a coffee. Relaxby the

waterfall. Just a typical morning at Northwest Territories’
parks. With stunning settings near waterfalls, rapids,_ﬁ :

lakes and beaches, each parkisan advgture. And
with unmatched amenities - pull-through sites,
power, washrooms, boat launches, kitchen shelters
and more - our parks are here for your enjoymen

Adventure made easy at [
of your vacation itinerary.




HANDS-ON | HOT LINE T COACH & POWER TRAIN

Remove the thermistor from its position on the fin and
drop it into a glass of ice water along with a thermometer
and leave it for five minutes. The ice water needs to be
approximately 32 degrees Fahrenheit before a resistance
measurement can be taken. Next, remove the cover from
the control board and unplug the thermistor. Using a
quality multimeter (ohm scale), check resistance across
the two wires. An Ideal reading for a Dometic refrigera-
tor is between 7K and 10K (thousand) ohms; the reading
should be 30K to 32K for a Norcold model.

If the thermistor fails the test, it can be easily replaced.
On a Dometic refrigerator, a thermistor tip replacement
assembly is available. First unplug the thermistor from the

Fixing
Fin Frosting

Excessive ice buildup on the refrigerator’s cooling
fins can be traced to a defective thermistor

By Bill and Jenn Gehr

ave you ever noticed that a section, control board. Cut the tip of the thermistor just below the
@ APPLIANCES H or even the entire surface, of the sensor end and strip back the outer covering from the two
Cost: $30-640 cooling fins inside your refrigerator ~ wires approximately 1.5 inches. Next, strip each sensor
Time: 30-60 minutes] has frosted over? Excessively cold tem- wire approximately .5 inches. Follow the directions that
Difficulty: 2/10 peratures are often linked to a buildup of came with the kit for attaching the new sensor tip.
ice, which leads to food freezing. Chances Norcold thermistors vary from model to model. Most

are the thermistor (temperature sensor] is either in the
wrong position or is defective. Fortunately, diagnosing and
replacing a faulty thermistor is an easy project.

The thermistor is a narrow, clip-on device that sends
real-time temperatures inside the box to the control board,
and is always attached to one of the cooling fins. The
position of the thermistor can be critical when sensing the
interior temperature of the refrigerator, so it's good to fa-
miliarize yourself with the necessary location, according to
the owner’s manual.

Excess frost or ice on the cooling fins will affect the
temperature readings; 36 degrees Fahrenheit is the ideal
temperature inside the box (not the freezer). The correct
way to measure the interior refrigerator temperature is to
put a thermometer into a glass of water and place on the
top shelf for 24 hours before reading the number.

If the temperature is too low and you've positioned the
thermistor properly (on models with this feature), it's time
to test the thermistor. Always unplug the refrigerator from
120-volt AC and turn off the refrigerator to defrost the fins
before starting the test procedure.

models have a thermistor that’s integrated with the re-
frigerator’s interior-light wiring harness. Remove the light
lens and separate the four-way plug that connects the
thermistor and the light. The new thermistor will come
with the four-way plug for a plug-and-play installation.
Make sure that you remember the exact location of the
thermistor sensor on the cooling fins.

The Dometic thermistor kit, part number 3307872.006,
is available for most models. Norcold thermistors are
model number-specific and will have to be ordered accord-
ingly.

For Dometic models with fixed-temperature or
automatic controls, there is an aftermarket adjustable
thermostat (Variable Thermistor Adjuster] that plugs in
between the thermistor and control board. This aftermar-
ket component makes it easier to regulate box tempera-
ture; it's available from Dinosaur Electronics and costs
around $40. This part does not replace the thermistor.

If you find that the thermistor is good, look for a
defective door gasket and/or a large air leak as the cause
of excessive fin icing. @

[A] In the Dometic refrigerator, the thermistor clips on a cooling fin and can be adjusted to regulate temperature in relation to adjacent label. [B]
Thermistor is placed in a jar of almost freezing water before measuring resistance at the control board. [C] The plug with the two wires from the
thermistor is removed from the control board after the 120-volt AC power is disconnected and refrigerator turned off. [D] Resistance is measured
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HANDS-ON | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN

Extended-

Warranty Woe

Frustrated by having to pay for repairs to his air conditioner
even though he had an extended warranty, a reader asked

Hot Line to intervene. He wrote:

When | bought a new Dometic air conditioner, | also purchased
‘ Dometic’s 3-year extended warranty. The air-conditioning unit worked
fine until | went on a camping trip and it quit. When | returned home, | took
the unit back to the dealer, Tour America RV's, where it was purchased. Tour
America worked on it and got the air conditioner running again. When | went to
pick up the rig, | was told that | would be responsible for the amount not covered
by the extended warranty. | purchased the extended warranty so | wouldn't have
to pay for repairs. | would like to be reimbursed for my out-of-pocket charges.

Darl Henderson | Miami, Florida

We contacted Dometic on Hender-
son’s behalf. Soon after, we heard
from Henderson, who filled us in on
the outcome. He wrote:

66 Thanks for Hot Line's help with
resolving my problem with Dometic.
The company contacted me and we
have resolved the problem. Dometic
was very nice to work with and
settled the matter in my favor.

DH

Camera-Cable Confusion
Having run out of patience trying to get
a refund on an aftermarket product
for his motorhome, a reader contacted
Hot Line for assistance. He wrote:

66 Last January, at the Florida RV
SuperShow, | bought a replacement
backup monitor for my motorhome
from Eddie Tadi of TadiBrothers. | told
Eddie | wanted to use the existing
cabling and he asked me to provide
him with photos of the cabling. |
provided him with pictures on my
cellphone of my Weldex six-pin cable.

He didnt have the correct adapters with
him, and only the display model of the
camera and monitor, but said everything
would be shipped the following Monday.
| called TadiBrothers in early
February, as | hadn't yet received the
system. | was told the product hadn't
shipped yet, but would soon. It didn't
ship until a month and a half later. The
cabling | received was a six-pin adapter
but it had a seventh pin in the center,
and it wasn't the same diameter. |
called TadiBrothers and spoke to Scott.
He asked for photos and said if he
didn’t have the correct adapters he'd
have them made. | took more photos
and sent them to him. | didnt hear back
so | called again and this time spoke
with Eddie. He said | had to return the
incorrect cables before he could send
replacement cables. The cables were

returned on March 20, 2015.

| then requested a four-pin adapter
to see if that would work. The adapters
arrived but the barrels were of the same
diameter — they couldn’t slide together
— and the pins were smaller than the
original. | called and spoke to Chris,
who referred me to Weldex, indicating
that Weldex had the adapters. Weldex
couldn’t help me and suggested | try
RV Cams. That company had Weldex
adapters, but not ones that would match
the TadiBrothers’ cable ends.

In April | contacted TadiBrothers
again and was told the correct adapters
would be sent right away. Two weeks
later | was told the adapters were on
back order. It had been more than six
months and | was tired of waiting so
| asked that a return authorization be
emailed to me so | could send the unit
back for a full refund of $219.97. | waited
a week and didn’t hear back. Because
we were leaving for a three-month trip
in our motorhome, | went ahead and
returned the unit to TadiBrothers with a
letter requesting a refund.

Now it is 32 months later and |
have no refund, nor have | heard from
TadiBrothers. | would appreciate Hot
Line’s help in resolving this matter.
Gary Rankin | Miami, Florida

Rankin’s case was sent to Tadi-
Brothers for its consideration. Soon
afterward, we received the following
update from Rankin:

€6 Thank you for your help in resolving
the above matter. Eddie promptly
responded with a refund of my
purchase price. | am satisfied.

GRI

Hot Line assists in mediating conflicts between consumers and RV dealers and manufactur-
ers, accessories suppliers and service providers. After exhausting all other resources, send
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036
and enclose copies of appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a self-addressed, stamped
envelope. Selected letters will be edited and published unless otherwise requested.
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NeXUS RV We Build Your Dream

Factory Direct Manufacturer

Prices and specifications subject to change without notice.




@GoodSum

Roadside Assistance

Protect your whole family with 24/7 roadside assistance
and unlimited distance towing to the nearest service station!

CHOOSE THE PLAN THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU:

“ONLY

$7975 (Al

ONLY

s13495 QLY

W () e— ) — I'Q-ei w5 O Uo-ov

AUTO + RV PLATINUM

¢ All the coverage of the
Standard plan

AUTO +RV STANDARD

» Covers your owned RY, autos,
motorcycles and boat trailers

AUTO PLATINUM

» Covers all your owned autos
and motorcycles

Spouse and dependent
children included—no
extra fees

e Additional coverage for sports
trailers and utility trailers

Spouse and dependent
children included—no

* Access to certified RV extra fees

technicians through the RV

Coverage in the U.S,,
Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico

& the U.S. Virgin Islands

Better coverage, towing &
service than competitive plans!

Tech Assistance Helpline

* Hotel and car rental discounts

Sign up NOW and save! LIMITED-TIME OFFER expires March 15, 2016!

1-800-320-8597
goodsamroadside.com/spectacular

* Introductory offer for Good Sam Members who are firsHime buyers only.

Mator club benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and by Affinity Rood & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in
all ather States. MNote: All program benelits and services are subied to limitations set forth in the current Member Banafit Brochures and will be sent i YOou upon npprm-n| of your membership, GRA46489.0116
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By Ken Freund

Water Running Out

| have a 2015 Coachmen Mirada. My problem
is when | fill the freshwater tank and drive
down the road, the water level will drop to a
half tank. It runs out the overflow line. What
can be done to stop it? | have filled it to the point of it not

Y
Q.

=

overflowing, but it still loses water in travel. There aren’t

any cracks or holes in the tank.

George Phillips | Wilmington, North Carolina

A What is likely happening if it loses half a tank is
the system is creating a siphon. Lesser amounts
may slosh out, but if you lose a half tank, it has to be

Ongoing Electrical Drain

This may be an impossible
[g question to answer, but | hope
you can give me some direction. Our
2007 diesel pusher has always had
a small electrical drain. The unit
has electrical disconnect switches,
but they don’t work completely.
We installed a master off switch at
the coach batteries, but still have
a drain. Recently, we installed four
new coach batteries and two new
engine-starting batteries. What can
| do to find the problem and prevent
battery drain and damage?
Steve Lance | Lodi, Ohio

Some coaches have shut-off

switches that still leave a few
items connected, including power
for the relays in the shut-off units.
That's why | prefer fully mechanical
disconnect switches. | suggest you
try the old-fashioned way of finding
the problem: Shut everything off.
Disconnect a terminal from the
battery pack that carries all that
pack’s power to the coach. Connect
a digital ammeter across the gap.
If everything is off, a 10-amp meter
should be sufficient. If you see
current flowing, and you probably

4

\ 72

water |-

siphoning out (or you drive a very twisty road!). The

most important thing is to have the vent as high as

possible, with no low-hanging parts of the hose. See if

it's higher.

will, remove one fuse at a time, noting
the result. A helper and notepad are
useful for this. Once you find what
circuits have current draws when off,
you'll have to determine what part of
that circuit is drawing power. Usually
you can do this by unplugging individual
items from the wiring harness.

Do this individually for both battery
banks, engine-starting and coach.
Typically, keep-alive memories in
certain electronic devices draw a signif-
icant amount of power when combined
over time. Generally, a draw in the
ballpark of 0.050 amps (50 milliamps)
or so is considered acceptable and
won't discharge the batteries too
quickly. However, if in storage, the
batteries should be fully disconnected.

Another possibility is that you
have one or more defective batteries.
| assume that if you have four coach
batteries, they are 6-volt units wired
in pairs in series and then those pairs
are in parallel. It's likely your engine
batteries are two 12-volt units wired
in parallel. When batteries are wired
in parallel, one bad cell in one battery
can draw the whole bank down. Each
bank should have its own battery main-
tenance charger. If the motorhome
is stored away from power, either

the overflow/vent tube has come loose and sagged or
dropped down too low. If possible, reposition the vent so

solar charging should be used, or
the batteries should be removed and
stored in a garage with power.

Effect of Indoor Storage on
Tire Aging
Like many readers, | pay close
attention to your reviews of main-
tenance. However, | do question one
rule concerning tire replacement due
to age. The blanket rule that all tires
should be replaced at a given age, | feel
ignores a major factor: how the vehicle
is stored. Surely a vehicle stored
indoors out of the sun in a climate-con-
trolled building would have some effect
on tire deterioration. | would appreciate
your thoughts on this.
Bill Lawellin | Boise, Idaho

Although only a very small

percentage of motorhomes are
stored indoors in a climate-controlled
building, I'm sure that would have
an effect on how long the tires last
and likely extend tire life somewhat.
However, high ozone concentrations
in storage areas will increase the
rate of deterioration. So, the problem
always is, how do you decide whether
the tires are safe or not? There are
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no laws that | know of that limit how
old a tire can be used on public roads.
So ultimately it's up to the owner and
driver to decide. In my article, “Time to
Re-Tire?” (December 2015), | tried to
provide information on what tire manu-
facturers and other experts use to
assess tire life. Generally tires time out
in seven years, which can be extended
to 10 years, if stored inside a building,
depending on the brand of tire.

Solar Battery Maintenance

| have a motorhome with three

batteries, one for the engine
starting and two for the coach. After a
week or two, | must charge the battery
to start the gas engine. | had the
batteries checked and they are OK. Is
there a solar power system that would
keep the batteries charged? | called my
dealer service department and they said
there’s nothing they can recommend.
Paul Pfundtner | Waupaca, Wisconsin

First, to answer your question,

yes, there are numerous solar
charging systems that will work for
your needs. An Internet search will
likely turn up a local company that
specializes in such installations, or
you can try AM Solar in Springfield,
Oregon, for information or advice.

Modern motorhomes have small

parasitic draws, which discharge the
batteries even when everything seems

New Prolong 15W-40 Diesel

to be shut off. Solar-powered battery
maintainers are a good idea, especially
if you park the coach away from your
home, where no 120-volt AC power is
available to run a maintenance charger.
Since the two banks of batteries are
separated electrically, you need a way
to charge both. You can buy two solar
chargers, or connect the batteries
together with a temporary jumper wire
from positive to positive (remove when
taking out of storage] or install a device
such as Trikl-Start (www.lslproducts
.net/TLSPage.html), which transfers
power from one battery bank to the
other during charging.

City Water/Freshwater Tank
Problem — Tip

This is in response to the “City Water/
Freshwater Tank Problem” letter from
Doug Sordi in February, regarding

a problem of overfilling the water

tank due to a faulty check valve. This
may help Sordi avoid a trip to the
dealer. Do the following: Shut off city
water. Without turning on the water
pump, open a faucet to reduce water
pressure. Turn on the water pump

and run water for 30 seconds. Shut off
the faucet and when the pump stops
running, turn it off. Turn on the city
water. Hopefully this will re-seat/clean
the check valve. | like to use a water
filter attached to the city-water hose
to reduce sediment and debris from

Engine Motor Oil With Advanced

Antifriction Technology

Prolong Super Lubricants offers a new premium
diesel engine oil featuring the company’s pro-
prietary Antifriction Metal Treatment (AFMT].
This advanced technology is designed to bond to
metal surfaces and create a protective layer to

reduce friction, provide excellent wear protection

and increase fuel efficiency, according to the

company. Formulated with a blend of high-quality synthetic base oils and
additives, Prolong’s 15W-40 Diesel Motor Qil is designed to exceed API

Service Classifications CJ-4/SN/SM. Prolong’s 15W-40 oil for diesel engines
is available in 1-quart and 1-gallon bottles, and 5-gallon pails. Prolong
products can be found at many retail locations, and can also be purchased
online at



PRICES 40-60% BETTER AWNING,

LESS THAN W ™ LOWER PRICE...
getting into the plumbing system. THE COMPETITION S’(I“‘" M WE MAKE IT HAPPEN!
Ed Cronin | Henderson, Colorado

Thanks for the tip, Ed. Some places
have hard water with a lot of mineral

deposits that buld up, and this may AWNINGS ~ SLIDE-OUTS  SUN-SHADES

help jar the deposits loose. 150z Vinyl 160z Vinyl Blocks 85% of UV

] 8-22' up to 198" up to 20’

LED Light Kits, Awning Hardware, Misting Systems, Patio Mats and more!

Voyager Monitor Problem
| have a 1999 National Tradewinds CAL’. (574) 326'3051 VISIT WWW.SUNWAVEPRODUCT-COM
motorhome. It has a Voyager Ob-

servation System A0S-33 with camera

and AOM-70 monitor. The monitor 7 YO}JK

does not turn on at first, but will after @ﬂ ﬁ m m IH
about five to 10 minutes and stays on Nt /

for the entire trip, sometimes as long :

as six hours. Do you know where | can
buy a new AOM-70 monitor or a new
replacement that will connect to the

AOC-75 camera that has no problem?
Bill Lee | Via email

Sun Wave, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card

With electronics, 17 years is a

long time, and it may be difficult to
get exactly what you want. However, |
did find several units on eBay.com and
also ASA Electronics (877-305-0445,
www.jensenrvdirect.com). A Google
search may bring you more leads.

I Legendary Renegade Luxury and Quality

Brake Controller Issue Verona LE is raising the bar on styling and luxury features, while
maintaining the simplicity of design and functionality that today’s
motorhome buyers demand. With its striking exterior appearance and
warm and inviting interiors, Verona LE blends luxurious Renegade

| just purchased a 2016 Fleetwood
Excursion motorhome. Even

though it came with a seven-pin design and features with an affordable price, and is available on the
connector and hitch receiver, | am being amazingly fun-to-drive Freightliner M2 chassis. As comfortable as it is
told that to install a brake controller, beautiful, you'll want to go further and stay longer every time you hit

the motorhome will have to be rewired [iE i

) T .. 1
to the seven-pin connector, at a cost of / o VERONA
- RN LE

: i
$690 plus parts. Is this true? R |
Phillreland | Via email - g .

"T — > |

That sounds like a lot of money, R = ~, : o=

especially if the coach came i N\ \ : BN : : : ~
from the factory already wired. A == L — i\t
significant part of the cost should be r\ > \\ ' %N -
the controller, but without seeing the = : A T | s S
estimate it's difficult to second-guess e
this. Sometimes the connectors at the =

—Fre@ﬂ:” Y szchassm « Porcelain Tile Floor « Solid Hardwood Cabinetry

rear are fully wired, other times not.
Look behind it and see how many wires
are connected and follow them forward.
Sometimes the receptacle is only wired
with the four wires used for running,
brake and turn signal (continued on page 69)

E,?QMLQ 350HP engine « Multiplex Lighting System « Ultraleather Seating
—~ ‘ Hydronic Heating System « Remote locking/unlocking exterior storage

Renegade RV, Circle 117 on Reader Service Card

April 2016 MotorHome 67



RV MARKETPLACE

For information on Marketplace Advertising rates contact Terry Thompson at 206-310-6234
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TT-500

The Most Innovative
TPMS On The Market
Today With A

“Lifetime Warranty”

- Pressure & Temperature Monitoring
» USB Rechargeable Monitor
+ Monitors Up To 22 Tires (0-232psi)
+ 0.5 oz. Sensors - Lightest on Market
= User Replaceable Sensor Batteries
« Viisual & Audible Alarms
« Automatic Update Feature

4 Sensor Systems

With Lifetime Warranty

$289.00

Additional Sensors ~ $35.00 eqa.

Low Cost Life
Insurance for
Good Sam
Members

SAVE 70% ON PERMANENT
LIFE INSURANCE

Compare this rate:
Male age 65 can buy a
$100,000 policy with
guaranteed level premium
lifetime coverage
for only $135.50 a month!
Minimum issue $50,000

Find YOUR rate at
www.ipm1.com/gs
or call now for your quote!

871-912-4889

nvertersRis)

Looking to 1‘*\ ‘j.l.\ =
upgrade your
inverter/charger?

Need
Pure Sine Wave?

Ships same day!
Free Shipping

"Giving Power to the People”
Power Inverters, Batteries & Chargers

www.invertersrus.com

Iif you want a basic, reliable
towed vehicle brake system,
here it is. The

Ready Brake

* Supplemental
Surge Brake 4
» Lifetime Guarantee

* Works with any brand of tow bar
= Call us or buy from any dealer

www.readybrake.com

800-933-3372

RV PROOUCTS INC Since 1996

NO EXTENSIONS
NO LEAKS

EASY TO AIR UP

FOR DUALLY

PICK-UP & MOTORHOMES
REPLACEMENT VALVE STEMS

Our Srems Garry 2 WanRaNTEE, Emnsmns Do Nor

BRASS

5110‘!&?"’

Woave Stou | Smee

duallyvalve.com
800-300-2674

NEVER WAXAGAIN

Easy 2-step process. Wipe
on, let dry. Looks like new,
lasts over 12 months.

S N et S o WFEED
ro - INO rul
Eing or buffing. GUARN
S E E our video demo on our website!
www.poliﬂ roducts.com
800-922-5013

Harp 10 FinD RV WiPERS
2 Screw BayDNET MoOunNT

Orper ONLINE AT
www.LuselUoo.com
855-LueeUoo
AvalasLE INZ

26" &8 28"

Don't OverPay —
Do-m~YDURSELF “'S’f \_M’ﬁ‘
AND SAVE! L

ENGINE OIL DRAIN VALVE

Makes your 0|I change easy and clean!

For

-RVs
-Generators
~ -Water drain
-Trucks

\ ORDER ONLINE

844-533-1159
www.OilDrainValve.net

Limited Starting at Saix.a0

888-898 3091

nwardsteel.c
Fﬂf im‘nrmaﬁon email: Inloé:unwardﬁttel COm
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ARKANSAS

ississippi River State Pa;

-

QUALITY,

VALUE,
VARIETY. -

WE'RE LIKE THE

SUPERSTORE OF

Arkansas
VACATIONING.

ArkansasStateParks.com

IDAHO

RVERSs
LOVE

IDAHO!

e Great camping

* Less crowded, less expensive
e Amazing outdoor recreation
¢ Breathtaking scenery

¢ Friendly, helpful people

N
IDAHO

visitidaho.org

FREE!
IDAHO RV
Campground :
Directory

RVidaho.org
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COACH & POWERTRAIN

(continued from page 67)

lights, which means there are open
slots in the receptacle. | suggest you get
another estimate from a different RV
shop or trailer-hitch specialist.

Safe-T-Plus Question
| am going to install a Safe-T-Plus
steering stabilizer on my Workhorse
chassis coach. | know the Safe-T-Plus
works by mechanical [spring) and hy-
draulic pressure to help keep the steer-
ing centered. Is the added pressure hard
on the power-steering pump?
Dale Trinklein | Birch Run, Michigan

The force required to turn the

front wheels when you are station-
ary is much more than what's needed
from the Safe-T-Plus while on the road.
These units have been on the market for
years and I've never heard of a problem
in this regard.

Alternative Transportation
In reference to Michael Theis’ re-
quest for a scooter lift on the back
of a motorhome (January), | suggest he
try what | do. | carry a motorized bicycle
on an ordinary bike rack on the back
of my motorhome. My current bike is
a mountain-style bike with front and
rear suspension with a Golden Eagle
bike engine (50 pounds total). It is easy
to ride and can go 25 MPH, but | usually
ride at 15-18 MPH, and it is great fun.
Also, you don't have to license it or need
a motorcycle operator’s license. | use
a Wal-Mart Mongoose mountain bike
with an engine from Golden Eagle Bike
Engines (www.bikeengines.com).
Blaine Hunsaker | Brigham City, Utah

That's a good idea and a lot less

expensive than some alternatives
and motorcycle lifts. Just be sure to
wear a helmet and bright clothing and
watch out for traffic!

Engine Shutdown on E-450
Chassis — Tip

This is regarding John Lowe’s letter
“Engine Shutdown

(continued on page 72)
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LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant -- good to 300°F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

MOTORHOME MOTORCYCLE CARRIER
all aluminum loader, 12 volt system removes
in 90 secs. $2,695 plus cargo deck platform
or carrier. mountainmaster.net 623-451-7121

AUTOS TO TOW

r

2009 Smart Passion - 8,000 miles!
Convert, loaded, was hauled in trailer.
Sold our motorhome - $13,000-poss
delivery. craigmic@rushmore.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village
RV Lots $20s, RV Casitas $120s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s.

RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT - FROSTPROOF, FLA
e Manufactured Home Lots, RV Port Lots

*New Home/Lot Packages from the $120s

¢ 1-863-635-3685. www.lilylake.com

RV Resort Home (Remodeled) with RV Lot
Full Hookups, Carports, 3 Sheds, Orlando, FL
Too many extras to list. $155,000 Invested
Sell $133,900. Call Rich for Info & Pics
407-257-8558

MAIL FORWARDING

Good Sam Mail Service - Complete Mailbox
Mgmt Online! Access your postal mail 24/7

Req a scan for that urgent letter and its

contents. Unique physical address in FL.

No state income tax. Plans as low as $9/mo.
877-388-2753 @ www.goodsammailservice.com

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com/TL Call Us First!!

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

V

\®
W

RV CENTERS
-Uduenture Stants Z/ew./-

3 Locations in So. California! 800-961-4464
San Marcos-0ff Hwy 78-Camping World
Accessory Store on Site.

Santee - Off Hwy 67 @ Riverford

Palm Desert - Off I-10 @ Washington St.

Over 300 Motorhomes & Towables!
HOLLANDRVCENTERS.COM

MotorHome ...

The online
resource
for the RV
enthusiast

Moroation:. 3 e

To advertise in the Classifieds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

MOTORHOMES WANTED

ANTGED?:

2003 & Newer Gas or Diesel
“A “B” or “C” Motorhomes

INSTANT CASH
NATIONWIDE PICK-UP

gyl Contact Bruno at

{474  (344) 990-2400

Fast Cash For
2002-2015 Gas Or

Diesel Motor Homes
Free pickup with no hassles
1-800-607-9754
SELLRVNOW.com

RVBUYERS

L Qspy |

|-CoM =

$ RVBUYERS OF AMERICA $
WE BUY YEAR 2003 & NEWER DIESEL
& GAS o FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP
TOLL FREE 1-888-782-8987
www.rvbuyersusa.com
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE

WE BUY LATE MODEL MOTORHOMES
- INSTANT CASH

- NATIONWIDE PICKUP

CALL JOE:
831-458-6166
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FAST CASH FOR 2002-2015 GAS OR DIESEL MOTOR HOMES
Free Pickup With No Hassles

888-783-4009 MotorHomeFinders.com

VOGT

RV CENTERS

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model motorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign

vogtrv.com - (817) 831-4222

WANTED USED DIESELS
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS
NATIONWIDE PICKUP

(602) 421-3870

I BUY MOTORHOMES

CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.

I'll come to you... ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 321-332-8410

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes.

All makes and models.No hassles.
For instant cash call Keith Roy
(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

WE BUY MOTORHOMES

2000 & NEWER - Best Prices for Best Coaches
CASH Payment & NATIONWIDE Pick Up
Contact Bill Fishfader @ 1-509-993-0321.

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or

diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.

Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

NATIONWIDE RV BUYER

Searching for Pre-Owned RVs

Call 303.717.0880 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com
WWW.rvbuyerswest.com

1 BUY MOTORHOMES

CALL MICHELLE...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.

I'll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 210-844-1144

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV7.)

BUY OR SELL RVS ONLINE! RVT.com ®
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.
70,000+ RVs for Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings.
www.RVT.com or 1-877-705-0025

RV REGISTRY

WWW.rvregistry.com

Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners

No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers 800-546-8457

RV FINANCING

THE ORIGINAL RV FINANCING ONLINE 1998
LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM

CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

LIST YOUR RV FOR SALE, BUYERS WAITING
e e o\yww.RVclearinghouse.come o ®

WE WILL FINANCE YOUR RV BUYER

RVs of all types. Diesel, Gas, Trailers, 5ers, Toads
www.RVFINANCING.COM

RV RESORT LOT RENTALS

o
MNDIO

THE ULTIMATE MOTOR COACH RESORT"

OUTDOOR RESORT INDIO is a beautiful Class A
Resort located near sunny Palm Springs, CA.
This active luxury adult resort features

free golf, tennis, pickle ball, fitness ctr &

much more. The Ultimate Motor Coach
Experience in the Palm Springs area.
www.orindio.com 1-800-892-2992

RV SPACES FOR RENT

LARGE RV SPACES 55+, Bellflower, CA
POOL, CLUBHOUSE, ACTIVITIES, WIFI
Website: rosewoodland.com/mhp
Rosewoodrvpark@gmail.com 562-867-3227

RV WARRANTIES

www.RVWARRANTY.COM
RV EXTENDED SERVICE CONTRACTS
Get your FREE quote here
www.RVWARRANTY.COM

SERVICES

Register your vehicle in Montana.
Avoid sales tax and
high licensing fees.

Call to speak to a licensed MT
attorney about forming a LLC.

Heggen Law Office, P.C.

s:'_:l::gi:“ce www.HeggenlawOffice.com
- 1667~ (888)777-5032

PAY NO SALES TAX

IIC ON ANY VEHICLE!

Lowest rates in the 50 states
Secure online login - mobile access

877.913.5100 lictic.com

@o Bl é‘

GLASS

NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass

All makes and models, National warranty

$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC

Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

TAX FREE RV -- YOUR TAX SAVINGS EXPERTS
The best RV tax package in Montana. Save
Thousands! Call now to speak to a specialist.
888-441-5741--www.taxfreerv.com
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PAY NO SALES TAX

Get the Facts, not the Hype

Speak to an Attorney, not a Salesman

Three Montana Attorneys on Staff

Bennett Law Office, P.C., Missoula, MT
www.bennettlawofficepc.com 866-543-5803

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save
over the past 20 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

Guided RV Tours & Rallies

Lower 48 Alaska® Canada®Mexicoe Qverseas
Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-712-1077 or
www.adventurecaravans.com

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES
Pre-Planned, Safe and Organized RV Tours
and Rallies for those who enjoy the journey.
FREE RV Travel Guide - Call 800-952-8496

CLASSIFIED RATES
Display Classified Advertising Rate

1780 B/W oo $395

Add $75 for color.
Frequency discounts apply.
Boldface Type
Please note first line is boldface at no charge. Add
$5/line for additional bold type.
Optional Red Type
For your ad to appear in red type, add $50 for
Commercial ad, add $25 for Private Party
Photos
For ad with picture, add $65 (B/W or color
print acceptable; high-resolution digital image
preferred).
Limit one photo per ad.
How To Place An Ad
Submit ad copy by mail, email or fax. Please
include your name, address and phone number.
Mail: Send with payment (check; money order;
VISA, MC, Discover or American Express num-
ber, signature and expiration date] to:
MotorHome Classifieds
Attention: Katey Purgatorio
3431S. 257th Street
Kent, WA 98032
Questions: Phone 847-229-6756
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com
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(continued from page 69)

on E-450 Chassis” in February. Years
ago | encountered a similar problem
that lasted more than a year until the
motorhome finally quit along the road.
| found that the ignition solenoid relay
made intermittent contact. | made
temporary use of the chassis battery
solenoid relay and stopped at a parts
store to get a replacement.

Earl McClelland | Crossville, Tennessee

Thanks for sharing your experience,
Earl. | haven’t heard back from Lowe,
so | don’t know if he found a solution
yet. It's helpful when readers send in
their solutions on items discussed in
this column.

Cold-Water Showers

In regard to the October 2015 letter
“Cold Showers Build Character,” there
is a solution. The problem is caused
because the cold-water pressure is
slightly higher than the hot-water
pressure at the showerhead. When the
water is stopped at the showerhead,
because the cold-water pressure is
higher, it backflows cold water into the
hot-water side. A simple solution is to
install a check valve in the hot-water
line ahead of the shower-mixing

valve. Check valves are available at
homebuilder and plumbing-supply
stores. You would have to gain access
to the water lines at the shower-
mixing valve to install the valve. The
pressure differential is caused by the
additional plumbing required for the
water heating system; although the
pressure is slight, it is enough to cause
the backflow at the showerhead. The
addition of this valve corrected the
problem for me.

Pete Garrett | Huntsville, Alabama

I'm sure many readers will enjoy
warmer showers thanks to you.

Parts Source

I’'m looking for information about
m buying a few replacement dash
air vents for my motorhome. It's a 2000
Rexhall Vision on a Ford F53 chassis
with a V-10 engine. | tried a Ford dealer

and got the wrong part. So far | haven't
had any success, even using the Inter-
net. | would appreciate any leads.

Rick Bauer | Eagan, Minnesota

The dash parts should be avail-

able through Ford, so | would try
another Ford dealer parts department.
|f that doesn’t work, or the items are
discontinued and unavailable, here’s
a URL for a list of used parts sources:
www.rverscorner.com/RV_Salvage_& _
RV_Surplus_Outlets_-_used_RV_parts_
listed_by_state.html.

Low Voltage to LP-Gas Detector
| bought a used Class C and found
the LP-gas detector didn’t work. |

replaced it with a new detector, but that

didn’t work either. | checked the voltage

going to it and found it only read 2 to 3

volts DC. The manufacturer states that

it must get at least 8 volts to operate.

What should | look for, and can | just get

power from another nearby circuit?

Casey 0’Connor | Boston, Massachusetts

There’s a good chance the wire

insulation has been rubbed partly
through somewhere along its run, or a
connection is corroded or otherwise not
allowing sufficient power to get through.
This applies to the positive side as well
as the negative (ground) side. Try trac-
ing the positive side back toward the
fuse panel and the negative side to the
ground to find the problem. If you can’t
do that and choose to use an alternate
power source, make sure it is always on
when the coach is in use, and doesn’t
have a switch in its circuit, which could
result in it being unintentionally shut off.
Since it is a safety device, | recommend
having an RV electrician fix it. @

Contact our experts:

Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750

Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard,

CA 93036 [please include your name,
city and state). Selected letters will be
answered in the magazine, but time does
not permit individual replies.
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IRDS POINTS®

GET ON THE ROAD T0 BIGGER REWARDS!
2ounsonusronts sesineerns | FOR EVERY $1SPENT

card for a purchase (up to $25 value) B POINTS

YOUR NAME

———

i V's | :

REDEEM for cash back as a statement credit, Good at Camping World and on Good Sam purchases
Sam memberships, restaurant, retail and gas gift cards,
PLUS MUCH MORE! 3 POINTS

at private campgrounds across the U.S. and Canada
30 EXTRA DAYS FOR RETURNS
on Camping World purchases made with the card 1POINT

everywhere else VISA® is accepted

APPLY TODAY! CALL: 1-844-271-2591 CLICK: GoodSamCampingWorldVisa.com

or Visit a Camping World SuperCenter near you! TDD/TYY 1-888-819-1918

*Offer subject to credit approval. Account must be in good standing at time of transaction. Cardholders will earn five (5) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases spent on Good Sam Club
related products and services made on their Account rounded to the nearest dollar. “Good Sam Club eligible purchases,” are defined as products and services purchased from Good Sam Enterprises,
LLC and its affiliates and partners, including but not limited to the following: Coast to Coast, Camping World, Good Sam, TL Enterprises, and NGIC. Cardholders will earn three (3) points for every one
dollar (51.00) of Net Purchases made at any retail establishments that classify their merchant location to Visa as Campgrounds and Trailer Parks within the U.S. and Canada. For all other purchases made
anywhere else, Cardholders will earn one (1) point for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made on their Account rounded to the nearest dollar. A one-time bonus award of (2,000) Rec Rewards
Points will be awarded to new cardholders after the first purchase is posted to the Account. Bonus Rec Rewards Points will be posted approximately 30 days after the initial qualifying transaction. This
rewards program is provided by Comenity Capital Bank and its terms may discontinue or change at any time. For information about the rates, fees, other costs, and the reward program rules (including
point accrual rate, bonus point awards, etc.) and benefits associated with the use of this credit card program please visit www.comenity. net/goodsamcampingworld for complete terms and conditions.

The Good Sam | Camping World Visa® and Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. VISA is a registered trademark of Visa International Service
Association and used under license. GCR46888 - 0116
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12 O’clock High

A visit with the folks of the Commemorative
. Air Force offers a new perspective on just
how easy it is for dreams to take flight

,,;"t‘:

By Alan Rider

annoying aches and ailments that come with growing older, | freely admit

S itting here in the turbulent wake of another passing birthday, buffeted by the

that I'm having some difficulty coming to terms with the aging process.
And judging by the number of anti-wrinkle creams and other youth-restor-
ing potions | see advertised, | think it's safe to say that I'm not alone. In fact,
| just read that us Baby Boomers — a group marketers have euphemistically
dubbed the “Forever Young” generation — will spend more than $100 billion on

anti-aging products this year alone. Wow.

Of course, no one likes a
complainer, so | smile and tell myself
that there may actually be something
to that counterintuitive notion about
how things get better with age.

For proof of that adage, | look to
the 10,000 or so folks who make up the
Commemorative Air Force (CAF). Their
self-appointed mission is to restore
and preserve historic World War Il
aircraft, from fighter planes like the
P-51 Mustang to massive bombers like
the B-29 Superfortress.

Being a fan of these planes for as
long as | can remember, | was thrilled
the first time | got to tour the inside of
a Commemorative Air Force (480-924-
1940, www.azcaf.org) B-25 bomber
named Maid In The Shade parked at
a local airshow. When one of the CAF
crewmembers told me they also offered
flights in many of their planes, | was
positively agog with the possibilities.

Though it took a little doing, |
managed to coordinate schedules
with my friend and fellow airplane

Taking Flight ®
From right: The Commemorative Air Force’s
B-17 Sentimental Journey glints in the
Arizona sun. The author enjoying the once-in-
a-lifetime view from the bombardier’s seat.

fanatic, Todd, to make a quick run
from Southern California to the CAF's
Airbase Arizona in Mesa. It was there
that | first laid eyes on the B-17G
Flying Fortress nicknamed Sentimen-
tal Journey, with its sleek silver skin
glinting in the morning sun.

It was only later that | would realize
how appropriate that name would turn
out to be.

You see, when | was a kid, Saturday
afternoons meant just one thing:
watching the old black-and-white
television series 12 O'clock High. That
TV show about World War Il B-17 pilots
and crews set the hook. It wasn’t until

€ | smile and tell myself that
there may actually be some-
thing to that counterintuitive
notion that things actually
get better with age.”’

years later, however, when | learned
more about the Flying Fortress’
remarkable reputation for bringing

its crews back alive — even with

large chunks shot out of wing and tail
sections — that | really came to feel
affection for these ungainly machines.

But, | digress. After signing the
requisite sheaf of “| promise not to sue
you” paperwork, Todd and | walked out
to the flight line where Sentimental
Journey was waiting. Though | know it
sounds odd coming from a grown man,
| was excited just to be this close to her.

After climbing up the ladder into
the forward hatch, the two of us made
our way to our seats in the glass nose
of the plane. As the CAF pilots started
the four 1,000-horsepower super-
charged Wright Cyclone engines one
by one, the reverberating roar built to
a point where the sound was felt as
much as heard.

To describe the feeling of sitting in
the bombardier’s seat, staring down at
the passing Arizona countryside during
the 25-minute flight is hard to express.
Then again, childhood daydreams
come true so rarely in this life that it's
no wonder words fail me.

There is one thing | can say for
certain, however: that it's my fondest
hope that all your dreams will take
flight somewhere out there along The
Road Ahead. @

Photos: Alan Rider



SUPERSTITION

AT camron VISTAS VIEWS

CALYAM
HOMES

Casita + Carport + RV Pad & Hookups

$ 99,900

POPULAR OPTIONS

RV Garage or Port | Observation Deck | Garage

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM CASITAS, HUNDREDS OF AMENITIES!

55 + Community | State of the Art Fitness Center | Pickleball
Massage Therapy | Hiking Club | Lighted Tennis Courts
Golfing Club/Putting Green | Shuffleboard Courts | Swimming Pool

888.603.3415

shellyp@cal-am.com

LESS THAN 50
BUILDABLE SITES REMAIN

6601 E. US Hwy 60 = Gold Canyon, AZ « 85118 www.SuperstitionViewsHomes.com

Cal-Am Properties, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card



Think a 15\ 211 is out of your reach?
A RS QAR AN RN PO

A pre-owned Newell is the single best value
you can get in a luxury motorcoach.

A Newell is built so

well that the only
A factory-certified, pre-owned Newell offers: coach that comes

Here’s why...

* Industry-leading 2-year/24,000 mile limited warranty close 1S—guess “;hat?
* 130+ point inspection Another Newell!
* 24/7/365 Service Hotline access
* Quality and pricing better than many brand new coaches
* Newell’s incomparable quality, performance and support —Newell pre-owned
coach customer

Step up to a Newell. To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com
or call 1-888-3NEWELL.

Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card






