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WOLF CREEK 850

COZY NEST
AIRSTREAM'S NEW TRAILER FOR TWO
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DAVE & KRISTY CHOSE
LANCE QUALITY. MEANING,
THEY ALWAYS TAKE

ANTHONY WITH THEM.

Anthony Parker is a welder at Lance Camper.

His obsession for precision and strength has helped
make Lance Camper number one in travel trailer
sales* and the recipient of the Trailer Life Reader’s
Choice Gold Award. Anthony's never met Dave

and Kristy, but over the next couple decades of
vacations, weekend getaways, and exploring

too many hiking trails to count, he'll be with

them. Visit your nearest Lance Camper dealer

and experience Anthony's passion for yourself.

A nanR

lancecamper.com
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~-YEAR-ROUND ADVENTURE:

Full-time RVer Emily Fagan and her husband,
Mark, make camp in Idaho’s Wood River Valley.

“Whether you're just dipping your toes.in the

nemadic lifestyle or are ready to dive in, she
offers some sound advice. Page 28.
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DRIVER'S SEAT

ike all travelers, RVers should be
prepared for medical needs and emer-
gencies when they're on the road. While
the health-care climate is complex
and can be a political hot potato, RVers need to
understand what their insurance plan covers —
and where.
Medical insurance is available in several
types of plans. Two of the most popular are
the health maintenance organization (HMOQ)
and the preferred provider organization (PPO).
What's important for traveling RVers to note is
that HMOs offer state or regional in-network
coverage and often don't pay for medical
expenses outside the network, other than for
emergencies. PPOs, which tend to have more

expensive plans, provide greater flexibility and
coverage for out-of-network claims. Plans vary,
so check your coverage carefully before hitting
the road to avoid costly mistakes later.

Medical emergencies are generally covered
by insurers at most locations. However, the
definition of “emergency” varies from one
company to another. Whether you're at home

FRESH COAT OF PAINT

To Your Health

It's no fun getting sick or injured when you're RVing, but getting
stuck with a big medical bill makes things even worse

or on the road, you need to know what
procedure to follow when seeking
medical attention. For instance, does
your insurer provide better coverage if you go to an urgent-care
center rather than a hospital emergency room?

When traveling, be sure to have sufficient funds to handle copay
charges and fees for medications, medical supplies and emergency
transportation. You should also carry an up-to-date medical history,
a list of physicians and medications, insurance information and
emergency contacts, particularly if you have ongoing medical
concerns. These records can be kept on paper or electronically on
a smartphone. Apple’s Health app, for example, can store this infor-
mation and is accessible by emergency responders. A smartphone
can also be used for video consultations with doctors or nurses,
which are covered by some insurance plans.

Travel insurance is an option when venturing out of state or
internationally. Ask your medical-insurance provider
or agent for details, or research the plans offered by

Medical insurance plans vary, so check companies that specialize in travel insurance. Some
your coverage carefully before hitting plans cover emergency air evacuation and provide
the road to avoid C’OSt]y mistakes later. transportation to the most suitable hospital or a facility

closer to home. Good Sam TravelAssist takes that a step
further, providing transportation for family members
and pets, and making sure your RV gets home.
Full-time RVers should be particularly knowledgeable about
their medical insurance. For those thinking about jumping into the
year-round lifestyle, full-timers Emily Fagan and Norm Roy have put
together a primer to help pave the way (page 28).
Whether you dream of becoming a full-time RVer or are happy just
getting out on the occasional weekend, we’ll see you down the road. @
— Chris Dougherty

Connect with us at
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Notice anything different? This month we've freshened up the look
of Trailer Life while providing the same great content you've come
to expect. In keeping with the magazine's makeover, this issue
launches our new RV Makeover section featuring readers’ trailer
modifications (page 86). We're also introducing the Tech Ed Tip
(page 84) and a Staff Pick on the new-products page, now called RV
Gear (page 88). Let us know what you think at info@trailerlife.com.

# TrailerLife.com
© info@trailerlife.com
youtube.com/TrailerLIfeDIYTV

@ facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine

: © twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

'f ® instagram.com/Trailer_Life_Magazine
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LIKE TO DO
TRUCK THINGS?
NEED MORE PULLING POWER?

We can provide it!

NEED BETTER SHIFTING"

AALA SStarTunlng com
843.536.1244

e

FAST MASTER PROD. INC. 1200 LB. CAPACITY , CANNOT JACKKNIFE

OR FISHTAIL , TORSION SUSPENSION

TOLL FREE 866-794-8357
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Fast Master Products, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card



LETTERS READERS RESPOND LOUD AND CLEAR

o READER SURVEY: WHO DO YOU TRUST?

DON'T MISS THE CHANCE TO TELL US YOUR FAVORITE
RV BRANDS AND BUSINESSES IN TRAILER LIFE'S 2018
READERS CHOICE AWARDS. CAST YOUR VOTES BEFORE
THE POLLS CLOSE ON SEPTEMBER 4.

www.trailerlife.com/2018-readers-choice-awards

I read July's “Escape Hatch” about the Taxa
Outdoors Mantis Trek while camping in the
redwoods in our 2014 R-pod 179 that we tow

with a 2016 Chevy Colorado LT Extended Cab
4x4. It has the factory towing package, but
unlike the GMC Canyon Denali diesel Bruce W.
Smith tested, it has the six-cylinder gas engine.
We purchased the truck with towing a small
trailer in mind and couldn’t be happier with it.

We live in the foothills of the Oregon
Cascades and have towed the R-pod more than
4,000 miles in the past 16 months. The trailer
weighs around 3,600 pounds loaded, and we
easily maintain highway speeds on mountain
passes. We get 25 to 26 MpG solo, and average
15 mpc towing. We considered the diesel but
found that it is not really needed with our
combined weight, though it would be a good
option if towing closer to maximum capacity.
Jeff Keto, Mehama, Oregon

HAVE A
CONMMENT?
Write to us at
info@trailerlife.com
or Trailer Life, 2750
Park View Court, Suite
240, Oxnard, California
93036. Please include
your full name, city
and state or province.

L]

© Dollar Stretchers

With great interest | read
Stephanie and Jeremy Puglisi’s
July cover article, “12 Under
$21,000,” but wondered why the
roundup of “Dollar-Stretching
Trailers and Toy Haulers”
neglected to mention hybrid
campers. We have owned our
Jayco hybrid for nearly five
seasons and find it to be the
perfect transition from a pop-
up camper, offering more than
adequate living space for less
than $21,000.

Kathy Swedberg

St. Charles, Illinois

All Quiet on the RV Front

| read July’s “Pump Down the
Volume” letters and sympathize
with Tom Kutzlo whose water
pump could wake up people
three sites away. | own a
Keystone Outback 3TKFW fifth-
wheel and was getting noise
from the water lines vibrating
against the interior walls.

| replaced the original pump
using extra rubber mounting
and insulated every line | could
get to with Y2-inch foam pipe
insulation. What a difference!
Wayne Bowden

East Wenatchee, Washington

We had the same issue in our
28-foot Trail-Lite travel trailer.
[ installed a small expansion
tank downstream from the
pump. It allows for a couple

of toilet flushes or quick hand
washes before the pump kicks
on, and makes for quieter
nights in the RV.

Lee Kelly, Suffolk, Virginia

SUPER SERVICE

Real-World Solutions

After not subscribing to Trailer
Life for a few years, | recently
received my first 2018 issue
and didn’t realize how much

| missed it. | swear by 10-
Minute Tech. The tips come
from people like me conquering
problems with simple fixes.
Joanne Verbridge

Tupelo, Oklahoma

| really appreciate 10-Minute
Tech. Have you ever considered
publishing all of the ideas?
John Schreiter

Mauston, Wisconsin

Three volumes of 10-Minute
Tech tips are available on
Amazon, although we stopped
publishing these compilations
in 2012. More recent tips can
be found on our website,
www.trailerlife.com, by clicking
on the Tech tab, then clicking
on 10-Minute Tech in the
drop-down menu. — Editors

1 was delighted to see the Outdoors RV Titanium Series 260RLS travel trailer
highlighted in July’s “Titanium Tough.” My husband and I traveled nearly
6,000 miles round-trip last year to purchase an ORV travel trailer, and the
journey was well worth it. We truly appreciate the effort and attention to
detail directed toward the design of these RVs.

What Chris Hemer's article doesn’t mention is the exceptionally high level
of customer service the Outdoors RV team extends to its customers. | wouldn't

be surprised at all to find
out that ORV's respon-
siveness is the best in
the industry.

Mary Hornung

Shokan, New York

6 TRAILER LIFE / SEPTEMBER 2018
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PHOTOS: TEXAS RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL

The Texas Renéissanc;é‘!;'ﬁstiyagr‘gllg;q_iﬁ‘-th guelcome mats for RVs and tents

TODD MISSION, TEXAS

Get Thee to the Faire

Now in its 44th year, the Texas Renaissance Festival
takes RVers and fellow revelers on a trip through time

Lace your corset and shine up your
chain mail for what's billed as the
nation’s largest Renaissance-themed
event. On nine weekends this year,
September 29 through November 25,
merrymakers will stream into tiny Todd
Mission (population: 111) for the annual
Texas Renaissance Festival. Last year's
event drew 644,917 festival-goers to the
small town, situated 55 miles northwest
of Houston.

Founded in 1974, the festival
conjures up a 16th-century European
hamlet with shops selling everything
from bodices to broadswords, and
costumed performers on dozens of
stages. Acrobats juggle, jousters jab

and falconers
/ release birds of
~ prey, while crafts-
people practice
glassblowing,

& Norsemen, knights and noble folk make merry on nine week-
" ends this fall at America’s largest Renaissance-themed event.

and blacksmithing. Following the nightly
fireworks display, after-dark activities
kick off for the 21-and-over crowd.

The festival is a colossal, if not
always authentic, celebration of
medieval and Renaissance life where
cosplaying knights and nobility mingle
with wizards, fairies and pirates. To keep
the revelry and role-playing going all
weekend, the 230-acre Fields of New
Market campground hosts RVers and
tent campers. For those without accom-
modations, 50 upscale “glamping” tents
come furnished with a queen-size bed,
two twins or four cots. Five rental cabins
with two cots each are also available.

Food trucks and campground stores
let overnighters stock up on snacks and
supplies, and the restroom and shower
facilities are a far cry from feudal privies.
Quiet hours start at 10 p.m. on the family-
friendly side, while carousing continues

- by Valerie Law

into the wee hours on the other. Round-
the-clock security guards keep everyone
in check.

The Fields of New Market camp-
ground is open on festival weekends
from noon on Thursday to noon on
Monday. Campground admission runs
$30 per vehicle per weekend at the gate
and $25 if purchased online in advance.
All campers must have a valid festival
entry pass.
www.texrenfest.com

2018 TEXAS

RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL
September 29-30  Oktoberfest
October 6-7 1001 Dreams
October 13-14 Barbarian Invasion
October 20-21 Pirate Adventure
October 27-28 All Hallows' Eve

Roman Bacchanal
Heroes and Villains
Highland Fling
Celtic Christmas

November 3-4

November 10-11
November 17-18
November 23-25

SEPTEMBER 2018 / TRAILER LIFE 9
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Catfish and Camping

On the outskirts of San Diego, Santee Lakes Recreational Preserve invites RVers
to 194 scenic acres and a chain of seven small lakes for fishing and boating. The
Good Sam Park fills its lakes with clean recycled water and strives to preserve
native habitat, helping to attract some 175 bird species. Last year, the 300-site
campground installed 55,000 square feet of sod and planted 100 trees, including
sycamores, cottonwoods and carrotwoods.

While swimming is not permitted in the waterways, fishing is, and Santee
Lakes makes the most of that at its annual Stockzilla weekend, October 6 and 7
this year. The lakes are heavily stocked for the event with 3,500 pounds of catfish,
including tagged fish that pay off with prizes. — Jeff Crider
www.santeelakes.com

Built for Speed

Most RVers want a toy hauler for transporting
a golf cart, motorcycle or ATV, but what about a
race car? That was the challenge when | got into
autocross racing.

My husband and | decided to rent out our
house in Utah and purchase a toy hauler so |
could attend races, but it's hard to find an RV that
can accommodate a 15-foot car. Fortunately, our
salesperson at Camping World found a 45-foot
Jayco Seismic Wave 416W fifth-wheel that has a
16-foot-long garage, and the car fits like a glove.

The Seismic Wave allows me to go to race-
tracks with my car and my family, and have the
convenience of a hot shower, warm meal and
comfortable bed. | love the full-time trailer life
and sharing this experience with my husband
and our little min-pin mix, Boom. — Jamie Moreno

Half Colombian and half Ecuadoran, Jamie Moreno calls
herself the Racing Chica. She competes in the Global
Time Attack AWD enthusiast class driving her modified
2009 Subaru Impreza WRX. Keep up with her — if you
can! — on her website. www.theracingchica.com

FAST
TRACK

10 TRAILER LIFE / SEPTEMBER 2018

SMALL PACKAGES

From nostalgic teardrops

and rugged off-roaders to

more mainstream ultralights,
easy-towing mini trailers can
be surprisingly big on amenities

Jayco Hummingbird

Jayco launched its lightweight Humming-
bird brand a couple of years ago. The
latest model, the 13-foot 10RK (starting
at $13,478), is also the smallest. The
nimble little trailer fits under standard
garage doors and has a gross vehicle
weight rating (GvwR) of 2,000 pounds. It
offers a 54-by-74-inch bed up front and
an exterior kitchen out back, and comes
with self-adjusting electric brakes and
Goodyear Endurance radial tires.
WWW.jayco.com

Little Guy
Mini Max
Manufactured
in Pennsylvania by Liberty Outdoors,

the 17-foot, 2-inch Mini Max (starting

at $23,000) has many of the same
features as Little Guy's larger Max, but its
2,900-pound GVWR is 900 pounds lighter.
Beyond a sizable refrigerator, the Mini
has a microwave, a two-burner stove,
and a queen bed or two singles. Options
include off-road wheels and tires, an
axle riser and a 100-watt solar panel.
www.golittleguy.com

......... - —

Escapod Topo Series

Based on the outskirts of Salt Lake

City, Escapod builds hearty teardrops
for taking into the backcountry. With

a GVWR of 3,500 pounds, the 13-foot
Topo Series (starting at $13,800) has
off-road suspension, 18 inches of ground
clearance and Goodyear all-terrain tires.
Other features include a 7-foot awning,
Rhino-Rack roof rack, stainless-steel
counters in the rear galley and a custom
memory-foam mattress.
www.escapod.us

PHOTOS: JEFF CRIDER, GLEN RUSHTON AND MANUFACTURERS
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Introducing Furrion LIT™, a new portable Blug_;pqth® speaker “int%built-in flashlight.
.‘éil»l’ “‘ ‘- .

Designed for mobile and adventurous living, the Furrion LIT portable Bluetooth speaker is compact in size but big on
sound. It's unique rugged design is waterproof, shockproof, sandproof, comes with a built-in flashlight and has up to
15 hours of play time. LIT can be mounted in an RV so you can take the party anywhere. The mount is simple to install,
acts as a charging station and secures the speaker when you're on the road.

O000T B -vrronun

Wireless Charging Dock Bike Mount Strap Mount Handstrap g N N
O OEM pre e ’ Discover more at www.furrion.com

Furrion, Circle 115 on Reader Service Card

©2007-2018 Furrion Ltd. Furrion®, the Furrion logo and Furrion LIT are trademarks licensed for use by Furrion Ltd. and registered in the U.S. and other countries.
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Making History
in the Heartland

The RV company launched
in the barn of a northern
Indiana farm family now
celebrates its golden year

Fifty years after opening its doors,
Jayco is still innovating and still going
strong. Established in 1968 by Lloyd
and Bertha Bontrager on their family
farm in northern Indiana, the company
got its start with a line of pop-up tent
trailers utilizing a wind-up mechanism
invented by Lloyd.

A fortuitous decision to bring

: . ’ Al Yoder on board as sales manager
® THEN AND NOW and minority partner led to the
The 1972 Jayco JayWren,  production of 132 folding trailers in
above, was designed tofitin 1949 | 1971 the company entered

a garage. Like the company’s ) .
initial folding trailer, the 2018 the travel trailer market, selling 1,100

Jay 5port' left' features a of them the first year.
clever lifting system. Jayco went on to launch products

Riverstone by Forest River
Vilano by Vanleigh

Beacon by Tiffin
Voltage Toy Hauler

FULL TIMER 5TH WHEEL BUYERS WANT:
JAW DROPPING NO NONSENSE PRICES
EXPERT PRODUCT KNOWLEDGE
NO SURPRISE DELIVERY EXPERIENCE
ADD OPTIONS NOW; DO IT RIGHT
RESPOND TO ME AFTER THE SALE

THAT'S WHY

TRAILER LIFE / SEPTEMBER 2018

Mobile

Landmark

Buyers from all over U.S. come to us for:

* Expert knowledge of all things 5th wheel

* Negotiate purchase/trade by phone/email
* 60 new and used 5th wheels available

* Indoor Leisurely comparison of brands

* Indoor, no rush customer orientation

* In 2-3 days be on the road in new trailer

* Free RV Park for transfer of belongings
*"In the Park" service during & after sale

* 15 Bay service dept. is affordable/reliable
* Famous for service response after the sale
* At center of U.S. on the way to everywhere

Suites

Call, email sales@nuwa.com, or come visit
We like to pleasantly surprise our customers

www.kansasrvcenter.com
www.nuwa.com
3701 Johnson Rd. - Chanute, KS

By Heartland 1-800-835-0676

PHOTOS: JAYCO



PHOTO: SUN RV RESORTS

like the kitschy Jay Tiki
tent camper and the daring
Jay-Trek, which featured
a steerable front axle. And
through challenges like the
closure of its Kansas and
Canada plants in 1974 and
the tragic loss of Lloyd, his
son Wendell and two others
in a plane crash in 1985,
the company has prevailed.
Jayco not only survived
the dot-com crash and
subsequent recession,
it thrived, becoming the

largest privately held RV
manufacturer in 2011, even
as other manufacturers
closed their doors. It built
its millionth RV in 2016, and
today operates 14 plants
in two states and employs
more than 4,000 workers.
Now part of Thor
Industries, the company
is marking its golden year
by including anniversary
badges on all 2018 and 2019
models. Happy 50th, Jayco.
— Chris Hemer

©IF YOU GO Jayco welcomes guests at its Middlebury, Indiana,
visitor center, located near the intersection of U.S. Route 20 and
State Road 13. Open weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., the restored
1880s farmhouse displays 50 years of company memorabilia and
sells Jayco-branded merchandise. For an inside look at how its
luxury fifth-wheel trailers are made, Jayco offers behind-the-scenes
tours. The free tours take place Monday through Thursday at noon
and can be booked in advance on the company’s website.

www.jayco.com/50th

COMING
SOON! .«

o

Something Finer in Carolina

Next summer, a new 840-site RV resort will open its gates
in the Myrtle Beach area. And even though it’s still under
construction, Carolina Pines will be taking reservations for
next summer’s stays this fall. If all goes as planned, 470
campsites will accommodate RVers by Memorial Day 2019,
with the remaining sites opening in the following years.

A Sun RV Resorts property, Carolina Pines is located
in Conway near the junction of State Routes 22 and 90. In
addition to full hookups and some pull-throughs, the resort
will feature a waterpark and indoor and outdoor pools,
along with playgrounds, an arcade, volleyball and basketball
courts, a dog park, walking trails and rental cabins.
www.suncommunities.com

iMPLE

SIGHTm

@ Guaranteed wireless
transmission up to 100FT

No interference even at
highway speeds

SimpleSight™ Series Model Numbers:

Single Channel - RVS-155W, Dual Channel - RVS-255W, Three Channel - RVS-355W

THE SIMPLESICHT™ SERIES
THE BEST WIRELESS BACKUP
CAMERAS. PERIOD.

Available online at:

@ || amazon
CAMPING WORLD ——""
BH |[Clsasry
an el
Vo
Includes etrailer... "f.,r:;:
Furrion
Adapter
- 1797 Atlantic Avenue

Brooklyn NY 11233
888.529.2106
sales@rearviewsafety.com
www.rearviewsafety.com

™ 7] REAR VIEW
LISAFETY

A Safe Fleet Brand

Rear View Safety, Circle 143 on Reader Service Card

=
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RV Showroom
of Yesteryear

Wood-paneled walls and two comfortable
armchairs lend a homey touch to the living
room. The kitchen features a four-burner
stove, a wide sink and enough cabinet
space for a week’s worth of meals. A
modern RV? Not quite. It's a fully restored
1941 Westcraft trailer at the Jack Sisemore
Traveland RV Museum in Amarillo, Texas.

“Basically, RVs are the same as they
were back then,” says Sisemore, a longtime
RV businessman who founded the museum
in 2013 with his collection of vintage
travel trailers and motorhomes. “They've
just figured out ways to put in toilets,
microwaves, awnings, furnaces, air condi-
tioning and lighting.”

Housed in the dealership once owned
by Sisemore, the museum highlights a half
century of RVs, starting with a 1921 Ford
Model T Lamsteed Kampkar and a 1935
Airstream Torpedo. The most popular is the
red 1948 Flxible Clipper used by the singing

Gornicke family in the 2006 Robin Williams
movie RV. “It's a leaker and a squeaker,”
says Sisemore. “Drips oil and antifreeze
like all the old cars did. But it runs, and it’s
ready to go right now.”

The museum is open weekdays from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Admission is free. — Richard Varr
www.rvmuseum.net

MORE
ONLINE

For more RV news you
can use, visit our website.
www.trailerlife.com

20 QUESTIONS

If you missed the August
issue’s compilation of the
most frequently asked tech
questions from our RV Clinic
column, you can find them
on our website along with
the answers.

30 ESSENTIALS

Even seasoned RV owners
can learn from Lorisa and
Ron Pierson’s online-only
checklist, “30 Must-Have
Accessories for New RVers.”

AIR OPUS IN ACTION

Go to our YouTube channel,
TrailerLifeDlY, to see more
of the unique self-inflating
travel trailer featured on
our August cover. @

YOUR

FUTURE
ESCAPE

Save Money Buying Molded
Fiberglass Trailers Factory Direct
in Chilliwack, B.C. Canada

Escape Trailer Industries

Proudly built in British Columbia, Canada

TRAILER LIFE / SEPTEMBER 2018

escapetrailer.com | 855-703-1650

PHOTOS: RICHARD VARR



THE ADVENTURE AHEAD
STARTS WITH

WHAT'’S BEHIND YOU.

www.TowingAdventure.com
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TEST / TRUCK CAMPER / NORTHWOOD WOLF CREEK 850
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Up fo I olf Creek Pass is high in the Rocky Mountains,

which touts itself as having “the most snow in

- Colorado.” Wolf Creek truck campers, an apropos
name for an RV built for all-weather adventures,
are designed to handle snow and cold, but that doesn’t mean they

. aren’tequally suited for camping at the beach.
Northwood’s four-season Wolf Creek 850 The opportunity to test a new Northwood Wolf Creek 850 on
. h . K . Cape Cod was too good to pass up, and thanks to Truck Camper
is a go-anywhere, anytmge truc CAMPEL - Warehouse in West Chesterfield, New Hampshire, we were able
at home on the beach and in the mountains : to grab one in late April and put the truck camper through its

paces in seaside temperatures that ranged from near 80 degrees
Fahrenheit in the daytime to the low 40s at night. We boondocked
on the beach at Sandy Neck in Barnstable and enjoyed full
hookups one night at Sun RV Resorts’ Peters Pond campground

— by Chris Dougherty
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in Sandwich, Massachusetts.

The 850 is one of two Wolf Creek floorplans
Northwood offers in its lightweight truck-camper
brand, but less weight doesn’t make it inferior
to its big brother, the Arctic Fox. The Wolf Creek
lineup shares the fully welded aluminum frame,
laminated walls and floor with the Arctic Fox, and
is similarly designed for four-season livability,
according to Northwood. But Wolf Creek truck
campers have less bling and are a little smaller
overall, resulting in lighter weights.

A unique feature of the Wolf Creek 850 is the optional
table and roll-over sofa that replaces the standard
dinette. The sofa slides several ways, transforming into
a comfortable twin bed and maximizing floor space.

OUTSIDE

The exterior lines and graphics of
the Wolf Creek 850 are attractive,
with a slight aerodynamic rake

in the front and a modern-look-
ing Wolf Creek logo across the
cabover nose. The company uses
a single piece of fiberglass in
front from the roof to the floor to
eliminate the problematic bottom
cabover seam. The remainder of
the seams are covered with tradi-
tional aluminum trim, sealed with
butyl and caulk.

Although Wolf Creek is North-
wood’s lighter truck camper,
there’s no skimping on features.
All lighting is LED, inside and out,
except on the kitchen range hood.
Exterior lighting is smartly placed
on the rear below the Carefree
of Colorado electric awning.

The rear entry door features

a friction hinge that holds the
door in place in any position,
eliminating the need for those
inconvenient and difficult-to-use
door holdbacks. A large steel
storage bumper, which is part of
the mandatory $4,425 Wolf Pack
package (meaning it's standard
equipment) has locking doors on

9
o |
]
]

A) pantry E) refrigerator

B) wet bath F) step
(C) roll-over sofa G) wardrobe
D) overhead bunk H) 58"x80" bed

each end with a slide-out tray for
storing essentials.

A separate sewer-hose tube
on the passenger’s side keeps
most of the messiness well
contained, and all the fittings
and other items can go inside
the bumper — providing they can
get wet. The doors have no seals,
and as we discovered driving
through heavy rain, water flows
easily into the bumper, filling
the tray with water and soaking
the contents. Adding stick-on
weather-stripping might make
this bumper more functional.

The test camper included the
company'’s optional Fox Landing
step system ($1,043), which is
a combination folding deck and

The 850 floorplan is one of the most comfortable
and usetul layouts for truck campers without a
slideout, but Northwood ups the ante with a few
options that you won't see everywhere.

PHOTOS: MICHAEL GORDON AND CHRIS DOUGHERTY
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TEST / NORTHWOOD WOLF CREEK 850

alley is nicely equipped and roomy, especially with the
al counter extension in place. THe round plastic kitchen
ite deep and surprisingly functional.

steps. This is an interesting design, but being cantilevered
off the bumper puts a tremendous amount of stress on the
bumper and its mounts, and ours flexed more than we’d like.

As part of the Wolf Pack package, the 850 also comes
with remote-controlled electric landing jacks, dual 5-gallon
LP-gas cylinders, heated holding tanks, and a roof rack and
ladder. The test unit included the roof ladder, but the roof rack
was deleted by the dealer. The reason was the rear awning
renders the ladder unusable because the retracted awning
sticks out too far. We'd like to see a much deeper ladder that
allows climbing above the awning and attaches to the roof for
added stability. A toy-hauler-style side-mount ladder might
be another option.

The rear utility door leads to the low-point drains, jack
controller, and black- and gray-tank drain valves. The driver’s
side of the camper houses the outside shower and the LP-gas
cylinder and battery compartments. The LP-gas and battery
access doors are vented but insulated for cold-weather use.

The battery box will hold two 6-volt batteries, which are
charged by the 55-amp converter, the 20-watt solar panel (with
a 10-amp wall-mount Zamp Solar controller) or the charge line

— from the truck. The

——f?—% solar panel is barely
7
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+ WHAT WE LIKED
All-weather capability, lightweight
construction, remote-controlled electric
landing jacks, versatile dinette, plentiful
power outlets and charging ports

UTILITY-MINDED

Left: The exterior
shower with a coil
hose is convenient,
practical and well
designed, with hot and
cold water. Below left:
The Zamp portable so-
lar plug adds to solar
capacity. The camper
is satellite- and cable-
TV-ready. A removable
30-amp shorepower

" cord is standard.

SATELLITE w
READY

large enough to keep the batteries trickle-charged, let alone
bring them up to full charge, which would require a solar
array rated at 200 to 300 watts. Roof-mounted solar-panel
options from the factory go as high as 100 watts ($1,125).
The charge line from the truck saved our bacon, as it was
cold on the beach, and running the furnace, lights, refriger-
ator and a CPAP device, the single 12-volt battery supplied

- WHAT WE'D LIKE TO SEE
Stronger rear-entry step, more accessible
roof ladder, sealed dual-pane shower dome,
cleaner sealant application, sealed rear-
bumper compartment



A new generation of technology

With iN-Command® Control Systems, we're giving you

more options to control more of your RV.
The iN-Command app for smart devices lets you access your motorized,
monitoring, and generator functions rig@gour phone or tablet.

Now, with Global Connect’ you can stay in control of select functions

whether you're inside the RV or across the country.

iN-Command Cantrol Systems are available on these maodels:

Reystone: Alpine, Cougar, Fuzion, Montana Legacy, Raptor
Winnebago Minnie Plus travel trailers and fifth wheels
RV Factary: Luxe Gald, Luxe Elite, Luxe Toy Hauler
Outchmen: Voltage
Redwood

S pa

Q}"OOO Relax, you're }&O
IN-Command

@ Our latest advancement to iN-Command;, Global Connect” technology, allows you to control
. select functions of your RV using your smart device from anywhere in the world.

rvinfo@asaelectronics.com ASA Electronics, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card asaelectronics.com/incommand-welcome



TEST / NORTHWOOD WOLF CREEK 850

for our test unit couldn’t keep up. We lost power at 3 in the
morning and had to start the truck and let it run for the rest
of the night, which took care of charging the battery. Needless
to say, this is not a recommended practice, unless the truck is
equipped with an engine high-idle control such as those from
BD Diesel. We would probably opt for LiFePO4 batteries and
an inverter-charger system, as well as adding a larger solar
panel or utilizing the port for a portable Zamp solar-panel kit.
In addition to the standard rear awning, optional box
awnings are available for both sides ($848 each) and can
be added after purchase. Thermopane windows are also an
option ($1,050).

cabinet turns into'a

INSIDE optional bunk for kids.
The 850 floorplan is one of the most comfortable and useful
layouts for truck campers without a slideout, but Northwood or toward the bathroom wall to allow more room for diners.
ups the ante with a few options that you won't see everywhere. The downside is the loss of storage space under the

A booth dinette is standard, but the company offers a dinette seats, but there is quite a bit of storage elsewhere.
nice alternative, called a roll-over sofa ($315). Instead of Across from the dinette is a tall closet, and there’s a wardrobe
having a U-shaped dinette with standard cushions, there’s next to the refrigerator and two more on the driver’s side of
a quasi jackknife sofa where the back rolls over and rests on  the bed. The remaining cabinetry is roomy and leaves plenty of
the dinette table. The table has two sets of pedestal legs; the possibilities for customizing with shelves. The step leading up
short ones are for use when the table is a bed support. The to the queen bed lifts to reveal another small storage cubby,
result is a comfortable twin bed and a more open floorplan and floor-level doors lead to the bed of the truck for additional
when the bed is not set up. The table is also on slides that allow  storage of items that can be exposed to the elements.
it to be pushed back toward the window for a roomier walkway A full complement of appliances and systems can be

" Take the hassle
out of towing

Tow with Demco’s Automatic Sliding 5th Wheel Hitches
13K, 18K, & 21K Autoslide for 5'/2 & 6'/2 foot truck beds _ .-

OE IN g,
N

o+ 2016 & .
b Awan wt

Dethmers Manufacturing, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card www.demCO'prOducts.com/rV'tOWing » 800.543.3626
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found in the Northwood camper. A
Dometic range sits atop a functional pan
drawer with a built-in knife block behind
it. Above the range are a microwave
oven and a snap-close exterior vent. The
plastic single-bowl sink works surpris-
ingly well and is deeper and wider than
many we've seen. The optional counter
extension ($53) connects with wood and
clamshell brackets above the step to
the bed and stores neatly in the passen-
ger’s side shirt wardrobe. The 5-cubic-
foot Norcold refrigerator has ample
space and a separate freezer com-
partment. A 9,000-Btu low-profile air
conditioner with a wall thermostat was
included on the test unit ($1,073); an
11,000-Btu high-profile air conditioner
is also an option ($953). The 20,000-Btu
furnace and 6-gallon gas/electric water
heater work well.

The one-piece fiberglass wet bath
has a molded counter and sink, and
is equipped with a Thetford porcelain
toilet. Above are a tall skylight and a
powered roof vent, so there’s enough

room for a 6-footer to stand. However,
the skylight is a single-layer unit with no
vapor barrier. Considering that this is a
wet location and the RV is designed for
four-season use, we feel this is a bit of

a miss, although there may not be any
choice to allow for adequate headroom.
Showering resulted in quite a bit of
water and condensation on the dome,
which ran down behind the trim ring
into the ceiling space. Adding a rubber
gasket to the plastic trim ring or silicone
sealant should fix the problem.

LED lighting is well placed,
including two brushed-aluminum
articulating reading lamps on either
side of the queen bed. A Fan-Tastic
Vent fan above the bed draws fresh air
from the opposing cabover windows.
Three sets of USB charging ports, in
addition to the 120-volt AC receptacles,
are placed around the cabover, making
charging electronic devices a breeze. A
receptacle is also available for a 12-volt
DC TV or CPAP machine.

Keeping entertained inside on rainy

. The wet bath is customarily compact but

¢ well made and appointed with a porcelain
© toilet. A step folds down to make access

. easier. Condensation on the skylight is

¢ aconcern in cold weather.

ARETAILER at www.damprid.com

#“) ALL NATURAL

Moisture Absorption

Eliminate Musty Odors P
— Prevent Moisture Dama
Inside Your RV

DampRid®continuously attracts & traps excess molstuwal je:

Put the hanging bag
in your RV's closet
or bathroom.

The hi-capacity tub
*  features a sealed safety
cover to prevent spills.
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TEST / NORTHWOOD WOLF CREEK 850

or snowy days is important, and there
are plenty of options. A 19-inch LED TV
on a swing-away bracket is optional
($563) and can be fed by the standard
amplified roof-mount TV antenna, park
cable or satellite-TV connection. The
850 comes standard with a double-DIN
Kenwood CD stereo with digital device
connectivity. A DVD stereo is an option
($450). Speakers above the bed and
dinette are OK; however, outside
speakers are not available.

Sleeping in the queen-size cabover
bed was restful, and the innerspring
mattress was more comfortable than
most standard RV mattresses. It's a
cozy space, and it's not possible to sit
up at the head of the bed to read

THE 850

because of the low ceiling clearance.
There is, though, plenty of headroom
to climb up into the cabover to make
the bed or stow items.

According to Northwood, the 2019
model will remain largely the same as
2018 but with a few new features. Tables
will include marine-grade pedestal
hardware, and a stainless-steel kitchen
sink will be standard. A NW TruRest
mattress will also be standard, along
with a TV antenna that's Wi-Fi-extender-
ready. An optional Wi-Fi extender and
160-watt solar panel will be offered.

For folks wanting a smaller RV
with all the amenities, it's hard to beat
the go-anywhere flexibility of a truck
camper, and the Northwood Wolf Creek

The 58-by-80-inch
queen bed is quite
comfortable. USB
charging ports are

on each side of the
bed, along with power
outlets and LED reading
lights. There’s plenty of
space to store necessi-
ties, and good airflow
from the opposing
windows and overhead
Fan-Tastic Vent fan.

850 fits the bill nicely. It is well built,
four-season capable and light enough
to go on many trucks, all at an attractive
price point.

Special thanks to Truck Camper Warehouse in
West Chesterfield, New Hampshire.
www.truckcamperwarehouse.com

SPECIFICATIONS
NORTHWOOD WOLF CREEK 850

Exterior Length 16" 2"
Box Length 8'8"
Exterior Width 8 1"
Exterior Height 77
Interior Width 711"
Interior Height 6" 5"

Construction Fully welded aluminum frame.
Laminated fiberglass walls. High-density block-
foam insulation. Laminated floor. TPO roof.

Freshwater Cap. 27 gal.
Black-Water Cap. 20 gal.
Gray-Water Cap. 19 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 10 gal.
\Water-Heater Cap. 6 gal.
Refrigerator 5 cu. ft.
Furnace 20,000 Btu
Air Conditioner 9,000 Btu
Converter 55 amp
Batteries (2) Dealer installed

Weight (freshwater, water heater,

LP-gas full; no cargo) 2,960 Ibs.
MSRP, Base $21,696
MSRP, As Tested $30,218
Basic Warranty 1 year

Northwood Manufacturing
www.northwoodmfg.com

Circle 156 on Reader Service Card
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4«7 ROADMASTER COMFORT RIDE

floats your trailer over the roughest roads!

Have you ever opened the door to your trailer and looked into your
own personal earthquake zone? Cabinet drawers wide open,
knick-knacks all over the floor? The solution is Roadmaster’s

Comfort Ride Shock Absorbers and Slipper Springs Systems.

COMFORT RIDE SHOCK ABSORBERS ‘ COMFORT RIDE SLIPPER SPRINGS

« ELIMINATES TRAILER BOUNCING « INDEPENDENT AXLE OPERATION -
AND PORPOISING - Slipper Spring design isolates each axle to
As a rule, trailers don’t come with shocks. improve handling, braking performance
Our high preformance, nitrogen-charged and safety by keeping all tires solidly on
shock absorbers stop the bounce, jounce the pavement even during panic stops.

and rock ‘n roll. Imagine the difference.
« LESS ENERGY TRANSFER -

« REDUCES BODY ROLL AND SWAY - The isolated springs prevent energy
Patented mounting brackets position the transmission between the axles, resulting in
shocks to resist body roll and sway. Design less stress to your RV, better towability and
limits lateral suspension travel and longer trailer life.

“side-to-side” rocking.
Suggested Retail: $550 Suggested Retail: $975

TESTED AND
PROVEN!

REDUCES CHUCKING,
AXLE ROLL UP AND
SUSPENSION REBOUND
FOR SUPERIOR
TOWABILITY!

Comfort Ride Shock Absorber and Slipper
Spring Kits (shown above) are available
separately, but when installed 1ogether offer a
more sngmfncam |mprovement in rlde qucilty

[ Roapmaster JRtl iewe sabam - aoiien o
roadmasterinc.com | (800) 669-9690

Roadmaster, Circle 144 on Reader Service Card
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VE LOVES TO SAVE MOI

GEICO 7 your rv

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2018 GEICO

Geico, Circle 117 on Reader Service Card



- by Chris Hemer

RIRSTREAM
NEST 16U DINETTE

NESTED INTEREST

With its new premium fiberglass brand, Airstream'’s latest
venture into the small-trailer market is its biggest yet

PHOTOS: AIRSTREAM. ILLUSTRATION: ROB ROY

brand is a precious thing.
New companies spend
Exterior Length................ 16'7" years cultivating one. Older
Exterior Width... AR companies must constantly
Interior Height ... ...6'6" nurture theirs to maintain relevance in a
Exterior Height .. ..9'6" rapidly changing world. Where reputation
Freshwater Cap............. 24 gal. was once a large enough throne to rest
Black-/Gray-Water one’s corporate laurels on, a constant
Cap. (combined) ........... 30 gal. influx of new ideas, often spurred by
LP-Gas Cap........ccccooee...... 5 gal. younger minds who neither know nor
UVW 3,400 Ibs. care about the glory days, can rise to steal
Hitch Weight.............. 375 lbs. your thunder. Conversely, radical change
GVWR......cc.coveee. 4,000 Ibs. can dilute the message, confusing the
MSRP Base.................. $45,900

audience and weakening any

surviving the new millennium.

Few could argue that the Airstream
brand is as recognizable as the product’s
gleaming aluminum skin, but the de-
mographic that drove it to legendary
status, the Baby Boomer, is giving way to
the Millennial. This younger generation
has reverence for what is old, cool and
classic, but won't abide by stagnant
ideals, and will certainly ignore anything
that doesn’t resonate with their lifestyle.
Over the past decade or so, we've seen
Airstream gradually migrate to younger,
affluent audiences with products like the
smaller Sport and Basecamp products.
But its new Nest travel trailer may be the
company'’s biggest gamble yet.

First and foremost, the Nest's exterior
is completely devoid of aluminum and
rivets, which makes it unrecognizable as
an Airstream. As of its launch, the Nest
offers only two floorplans, sleeps only two,
and carries a price tag north of $45,000.
But for the right consumer, namely a well-
heeled couple who appreciates a clean
design aesthetic and clever use of space,

hold on the market. Indeed,
maintaining brand identity has
D) become, perhaps, the single
most important aspect of
A) closet B) refrigerator and microwave C) removable table D) convertible dinette E) wet bath

The Nest feels unexpectedly large
inside due to clever use of space,
light colors and an abundance of
windows. Far left: The U-shaped
dinette gives room to stretch out
or invite friends over. Left: The
kitchen offers storage above and
below, plus high-end details like a
stainless-steel sink with a residen-
tial-style faucet. A spacious counter
across the aisle enhances livability.

SEPTEMBER 2018 / TRAILER LIFE
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RVRoof.com, Circle 147 on Reader Service Card

N
-2}

The Original
NO LEAK Guaranteed

RV Roof

FlexArmor
_ fﬁ

— =y
FlexArmor™ The Only Sprayed RV Roof
Lightweight « Hail Proof - Leak Proof

COMPARE THE THICKNESS!

FlexArmor™
187 Mils

Competitors
60 Mils

FlexArmor™ Roofs are 3 times
thicker and 10 times stronger
than any other RV roof.

No More Caulking Joints = No More Leaks

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
OR CALL US AT

904-814-2104
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WRLK-THROUGH | RIRSTREAM NEST 16U DINETTE

there are few products like it.

You enter the Nest through the rear,
like most truck campers, which makes
perfect sense, considering the compact
interior dimensions. A side-entry door,
while certainly more traditional, eats
into valuable floor space. A strikingly
modern design greets you like a breath
of fresh air, with contemporary styling
and tasteful flourishes of stainless steel
that pay homage to the brand’s heritage.

The floorplan we sampled was
the 16U Dinette, which centers around
a surprisingly large front dinette and
gathering area adorned with playful
teal upholstery that stood in welcome
contrast to the gray, white and metallic
tones elsewhere. The convertible dinette
has plenty of room for four adults,
and the removable table offers leaf
extensions for more space at mealtime.
It's also a great spot to chill, with a large
window up front, one on each side, plus
a skylight with a retractable shade. There
are storage cubbies above with elastic
bands to keep items like extra blankets
and pillows in place, plus all-important
USB ports at either end. Underneath
the seat cushions are removable panels
that allow access to more storage.

The galley is a model of efficiency,
featuring a large stainless-steel sink
with a white cutting-board cover and
a two-burner Dometic stove with an
electronic ignition and a smoked-glass
cover. We liked clever touches like the
gray simulated-woodgrain counter-
tops, pop-up 120-volt AC receptacle
with two outlets and recessed spice
rack in the adjacent wall. There is an
abundance of storage space here as
well, with overhead cabinets featuring
frosted-plastic panels, a large cabinet

beneath the sink, plus two drawers and ;

Left: A screened rear-entry door,
standard air conditioning and

a roof vent keep the interior
comfortable on hot days. Below:
The powered patio awning comes
with LED strip lighting.

a small lower cabinet. Directly
across is another countertop
with more food prep and
serving space, and identical
cabinets and drawers. Television prep,
with two coaxial outlets, two 120-volt AC
outlets and four USB ports, is standard,
but you'll have to supply the flat-screen.

You probably wouldn’t expect much
more than a cassette toilet in a trailer
this size, but the Nest actually has a
generously proportioned wet bath with
stainless-steel fixtures, plus a gasketed
cabinet with a waterproof TP dispenser
and even some shelf space. There is
more than enough room for 6-footers
to take care of business.

Opposite the bathroom is a 3.5-
cubic-foot refrigerator and a microwave.
All the way to the rear on the street side
is a large cedar-lined closet with room
for hanging clothes and shelves for
shoes or other items.

The exterior offers a full-size
awning with LED strip lighting, an
aluminum step, illuminated handle and
a sliding screen door. Exterior storage
is limited but is sufficient for necessi-
ties like tools and other supplies. In all,
we found the Nest to be a nicely built,
very well-equipped trailer that will hit
the mark with its intended audience. In
other words, it's an Airstream.
© Airstream

Www.airstream.com/nest
Circle 155 on Reader Service Card

Special thanks to Portland Airstream Adventures
Northwest, an Airstream dealer in Gladstone, Oregon.
www.portlandairstream.com




POWER EQUIPMENT

Multiple Options. ONE BRAND.

Open Frame 7500 Watt #81945

DUAL FU EL « 9375 starting/7500 running watts on gasoline

« 8400 starting/6750 running watts on propane
Portable Generators RV Ready - TT-30R and 14-50R outlets

! ‘ 531 DR |

Inverter 3500 Watt #93723 3800 Watt #81925
« 3500 starting/3200 running watts on gasoline « 4750 starting/3800 running watts on gasoline
« 3150 starting/2880 running watts on propane « 4775 starting/3420 running watts on propane

RV Ready - TT-30R outlet « RV Ready - TT-30R outlet

GASOLINE

Portable Generators

RV-ready 30-amp outlet

4500/3650 Watt, 49-State #95895
* 4500 starting watts, 3650 running watts
« 20-amp/120-volt, 30-amp/120-volt twistlock,

Inverter 3500 Watt with Remote #88537 Inverter 3400 Watt #96639 30-amp/120-volt RV receptacles

« 3500 starting watts, 3200 running watts * 3400 starting watts/3100 running watts 450073650 Watt, CARB Compliant #95896
* Runs 7.5 hours at 25% load « Up to 7.5 hours run time at 25% load Meets California Air Resources Board

* RV Ready - TT-30R outlet * RV Ready - TT-30R outlet emissions requirements.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide



GUIDE TO FULL-TIME RVING

DREAMING OF
BECOMING A FULL-
TIME RVER? AN
11-YEAR VETERAN
SLLEE NOMADIC
LIFESTYLE SHARES
THE LESSONS
SHE'S LEARNED

- by Emily Fagan

HOME ON THE ROAM

For full-time RVers, seeing the sun
rise and set over new horizons is
just part of everyday life.

28 TRAILER LIFE
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riving over the
horizon to live in an
RV full time was the
best decision my
husband, Mark, and
| ever made, and our lives have
been a thrill ever since. Choosing
to become full-time RVers was
a big decision, but the transition
from living in a stationary home
to one on wheels was surpris-
ingly easy. Here are some of the
things we've learned in 11 years
of life on the road.

PLAN YOUR BUDGET
2 The biggest question most
would-be full-timers have
is whether they can afford the
lifestyle. The answer is yes.
Full-time RVing is possible on

any budget. It just depends on
how fancy you wish to be.

We have crossed paths with a
very happy full-timing couple who
made their home in a popup-tent
trailer, as well as a single man
who lived in his teardrop towed
by a motorcycle. At the other
end of the spectrum, we've met
well-heeled travelers who reside
in plush fifth-wheels and never
think about their budget.

You can estimate day-to-day
costs by looking at what you
spend in your current lifestyle.
Food, clothing and cell-phone
expenses will be about the
same, and satellite or cable-TV
costs may be replaced with a
mobile satellite-TV subscription.
Homeowner-association dues,




property taxes and a home mortgage or rent will be replaced
with campground fees. Homeowner's insurance will be
exchanged for RV insurance, although the umbrella coverage
for personal belongings that is standard with homeowner’s
insurance is not available with RV insurance, even if it is

a “full-timer’s” policy.

Health insurance and the cost of medications may
be similar. Check with your health-insurance provider to
determine how best to receive medical care or medications
on the road. Be clear on how filling an out-of-state prescrip-
tion at a local pharmacy works. During your southerly winter
travels, you can walk across the border to Mexico to buy med-
ications, glasses or dental care at significant discounts.

For full-timers who tow their RV, repair costs and auto
insurance for his-and-her cars will be replaced by repair
costs and insurance for a single tow vehicle (or a motorhome
and dinghy vehicle), and fuel costs will depend on how much
you drive. We rack up from 10,000 to 20,000 miles each year
in our truck, about half of that towing and half without the

Author Emily Fagan and her husband, Mark,
make the most of the full-time lifestyle to
pursue their passion for bicycling. One of
the first things they do in a new place is
unrack their two-wheelers from the back

of their fifth-wheel and saddle up for a ride.

trailer. This is far less than we drove
our two cars when we lived a conven-
tional lifestyle.

When contemplating your full-
time RVing budget, it is worthwhile
to consider the costs of any hobbies
you plan to pursue. A few years into
your travels, you might want to
upgrade to a new mountain bike or invest in expensive
camera gear. The laptop computer, phone and tablet you
start with will need replacing a few years down the road,
or you might have a hankering to buy that amazing hand-
crafted guitar from the luthier’s workshop you just toured.

If you start with a brand-new trailer that has a warranty,
and everything goes well, you'll have few problems at first,
and they’ll be covered by the manufacturer. However, a few
years down the road, systems in the RV will begin to break.
The financial blow of an unexpected repair can be mitigated
by buying an extended warranty or setting aside some
money for when the fridge dies, the air conditioner quits
working or the slideouts decide not to budge.

Emergency repairs on the road may require you to find
lodging while your RV is being worked on, so it is important
to understand your RV’s insurance policy in relation to
covering lodging. Also, sometimes it is difficult to get an
appointment at a shop right away, and you may need to call
around to find a shop that is available to work on your rig.
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Good Sam
" Insurance Agency g i e L g ot

RV + AUTO * HOME * BOAT * MOTORCYCLE

FREE'
CAMPING WO
MERCHANDIS|

CERTIFICATE

WHEN YOU GET
YOUR FREE QUOTE

If your RV is currently insured with ordinary auto insurance, your policy may not cover all of the
components of your RV. These gaps in coverage could cost you thousands in the event of a claim.

The Good Sam Insurance Agency represents many of the nation’s top RV specialty insurance
companies, so we can find you the best coverage at the best price. Customers who switch save an
average of $389 each year!

FOR YOUR FREE, NO-OBLIGATION QUOTE

Call: 1-866-281-1136 and mention savings code TD-6R
Click: GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/6R

Certificate will be mailed 4-6 weeks after quote is requested. Certificate not available in GA and NM. Availability, eligibility, coverages, features and benefits may vary by state and carrier. The content herein is for
descriptive purposes only. The exact protection provided is subject to the terms, conditions, and expectations of the policy contract issued. The Good Sam Vehicle Insurance Plan (VIP) is provided by a member
company of the National General Insurance Group. Average savings based on new policyholder reported data from April 1, 2015 to April 1,2016. © 2018 Good Sam Insurance Agency. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM
ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GSI55218 - 0618



GUIDETO FULL-TIME RVING

FIND YOUR NEW HOME

There is no such thing as a

right or wrong type of RV for
full-time adventures, but, as you may
expect, a higher-cost, better-built RV
will likely hold up better under full-time
use than a lower-cost base model. What
matters most is that, when you're in
your RV, it feels like home.

However, there are things to look
for when choosing a full-time RV. Make
sure the cargo-carrying capacity can
support everything you plan to take
with you, including the weight in the
freshwater tank if you plan to travel
with it full. Everything you put in or on
the RV adds weight, from hiking boots
and winter coats to kitchen appliances,
linens and bedding, tools and spare
parts, bikes, barbecue, generator,
solar panels, extra batteries and food.

Also, make sure the tow vehicle
can pull the trailer with ease. In our
experience, if the truck is towing at or
near its maximum capacity, you will not
be happy on the road. While flat roads
in west Texas make for easy towing,

Heavy-duty hauler: Whether transporting logs
or towing their fifth-wheel, the Fagans' one-
ton diesel gets a full-time workout.

the Rocky Mountains can be a scenic
experience or a white-knuckle drive,
depending on your ride. It's a common
mistake to start full-timing with a tow
vehicle that is a poor match for the
trailer, just as it's common to find
such setups among weekend RVers.

DOWNSIZE YOUR POSSESSIONS

s.”:/'The most daunting part of going
o~ full time is downsizing. Getting

PLACES TO STAY

&

@ Commercial RV parks
can be found all across
the continent. Most offer
full hookups and include a

laundry room, general store,

recreational facilities and
other amenities. Nightly
fees can be high, but

monthly and seasonal stays

will lower the cost. Getting
peak-season reservations
in popular destinations
can be challenging (see
“Full-Timing Can Be a Full-
Time Job” on page 35).
Campground member-
ship programs can also re-

duce costs. Good Sam Club
members save 10 percent
on nightly stays at more than
2,400 Good Sam Parks. Pass-
port America and the Happy
Camper Club offer 50 percent
discounts on camping fees
at member parks. Thousand
Trails and Coast to Coast Re-
sorts offer programs where a
sizable membership fee at a
home resort yields nominal
camping costs at other
resorts in those networks.
Members of Escapees RV
Club can purchase or lease a
site in a member park, enjoy

discounts up to 50 percent
at affiliate parks or stay on
members’ properties for free.
Federal, state and mu-
nicipal campgrounds often
have beautiful campsites in
natural settings, but most
offer few amenities, and
many have stay limits and
restrictions on RV length.
For those who enjoy an
even more rustic setting,
boondocking on public land
is also an option, particularly
if you have a solar system
that allows you to stay off
the grid.

RV Armor Lifetime
Roof

leak and
worry-free

FOR LIFE.

©® Lightweight: Seamless, and
maintenance-free

® Convenient: Don't Move! We'll
come to you and install your
new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.

© Affordable: Less expensive than
a traditional roof replacement

©® Permanent: Lifetime material
and labor
warranty.
Tracked by
the VIN #

www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-182-1661)

RV ARMOR is a Federally
Registered Trademark

of RV Armor, Inc.

All Rights Reserved.
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GUIDETO FULL-TIME RVING

rid of a lifetime’s accumulation
of stuff is hard work and can be
emotional, too. You can hold an
estate auction and have someone
else sell off everything for you in
one day, or you can host a series
of yard sales and post items on
Craigslist. Things that don’t sell
can be donated to a thrift store.

We gave our most cherished
belongings to friends and family,
and now when we visit them, we
enjoy seeing our goodies in their
homes. Some people rent a storage
unit, but if you figure the cost over several years’ time, it may
not make financial sense compared to the value of the items
being stored.

SELL YOUR HOUSE
ﬁ Many full-timers put their house up for sale so they
can purchase an RV with the equity. However, if the

house is fairly rugged and in a good location, you may be
better off leasing it, particularly if your timing doesn’t coincide
with a sellers” market.

We thought we sold our house, but the deal fell through
just days before our full-timing launch. Rather than putting

Above left: Household chores and improvement projects don't go away when trading a stationary
home for an RV, though there’s no lawn to mow and less floor to vacuum. Above right: Hobbies like
playing the guitar and riding rails-to-trails bike paths give shape and purpose to year-round travel.

-

it back on the market and starting our travels with the house
in limbo, we quickly found a tenant, and we've leased the
house ever since. During 11 years of full-timing, we have had
five different tenants, and because we've had time between
tenants to work on the house while it was empty, it's now in
better condition than when we lived in it.

Being a landlord is not the first choice for many — it
certainly wasn't for us — but it is a viable alternative to
selling. During the years that we've leased our home, rents
have steadily increased, while home values in our neigh-
borhood plunged a heart-stopping 50 percent after the 2008
financial crisis but are regaining lost ground.




ESTABLISH A DOMICILE
=1 Once you hit the road, you will no longer have
Wl 2 permanent physical building to call home, but
you will still need a home address, or domicile, for legal
purposes. Many full-time RVers choose South Dakota,
Texas or Florida as their home state because of low tax,
license and insurance rates. Each of these states has
companies that offer mail-forwarding services and
other assistance for full-time travelers. Among them,
Americas-Mailbox (South Dakota), Escapees (Texas)
and St. Brendan’s Isle (Florida) are popular.
Establishing a legal domicile can involve many
subtleties. Some mail-forwarding companies will help
with obtaining a driver’s license, registering and insuring
vehicles, and registering to vote, all important steps in
establishing state residency.

MAP YOUR PATH
Some full-timers travel between two favorite places,
usually one in the south for winter and one in the
north for summer. They may own a campsite at one or
two private RV parks, or they may rent sites seasonally.
By doing so, they get to know each area in depth and have
a stable social circle. Others prefer being on the go all the

time, traveling from place to place and staying from a night

to a month or more in each spot.

WORK
CAMPING

® There are many ways to work
on the road and lots of support
for RVers who are looking for
part-time or seasonal work.
Campground hosting and
grounds-keeping are popular
options. RV-park workers are
usually paid a wage and given

a full-hookup campsite, while
compensation at government-
run campgrounds may be limited
to a campsite and a nominal
stipend or none at all.

Nurses can work short-term
contracts, while consultants,
software engineers, writers
and photographers can take
their professions on the road.
Electricians and construction
workers can find temporary
jobs around the country, while
internet-based businesses lend
themselves to a mobile lifestyle.

Seasonal destinations need
workers at gift shops, restau-
rants and attractions. Amazon
CamperForce hires energetic RV-
ers at the company's warehous-

In exchange for various duties,
seasonal campground hosts
get a campsite free of charge.

es for the four months leading
up to the holidays, while oil
fields and other properties need
people to oversee the grounds.
Workamper and Working-
Couples host popular job-listing
websites for RVers. Responding
to help-wanted posts in tourist
areas can also yield results. Just
keep in mind that, while it may
be refreshing to return to this
kind of “summer job” after years
of responsibility in the corporate
world, it is also a big transition
for professionals accustomed to
higher-end working conditions
to become hourly wage laborers.

TAKE A TRIP

TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.

ST RADIAL M8008 TRAILER TIRE™

Tire Sizes - Ply.Rating

ST205/75R15 - 6PR
ST205/75R15 - 8PR
ST225/75R15 - 8PR
ST225/75R15 - 10PR
ST235/80R16-10PR*

"3 ply sidewall construction

1-800-4-MAXXIS

ST175/80R13 - 6PR
ST185/80R13 - 6PR
ST205/75R14 - 4PR
ST205/75R14 - 6PR
ST215/75R14 - 6PR

MAXXIS.COM
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o h innovations
1 housing

7 -8

a Quarter of a™

Million\#

Dollars,
m Cash »

Tickets Only $100.00 Each

No More Than 7,500 Tickets Will Be Sold
Drawing Will Be August 31st, 2018

All proceeds benefit Innovations Housing, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that works on
much-needed community projects around the
world. Raffle monitored by Jessica Tegerstrand,
CPA of Redding, CA. State of California,
Department of Justice Raffle Registration .~
Number R-173. Must be over 18 to enter. Void
where prohibited. Winner need not be present
to win. Winner will take home a new 38-foot
Winnebago Forza motorhome or $250,000.00.
Winner responsible for taxes, title and license.

To purchase tickets with a Visa, /
MasterCard, Discover or (
American Express call
+1 (800) 764-8096 toll free or
+1(530) 243-5693. Or mail a check
to Post Office Box 991846
Redding, CA 96099-1846, USA.
For more information visit _
_www mnovatlonshousmg org -
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Full-time RVers often start off
with constant travels and later settle
into extended seasonal stays at their
favorite destinations. Many hit the
big national parks in the first year,
and that is an ideal way to begin.
However, constant sightseeing gets
exhausting after a while. Developing
travel themes and hobbies helps
give your travels shape and purpose.
Some RVers focus on doing iconic
hikes all across the country or riding
rails-to-trails bike paths.

We met one full-timer who
converted a bunkhouse room in her
fifth-wheel into an arts-and-crafts
studio for scrapbooking and other
projects. Others take their oil paints
into the national forests to capture
the beauty on canvas. Some instru-
mentalists go from one musical
gathering to another, while NASCAR
fans head to the tracks, baseball fans
take in spring training, and history
buffs visit Civil War battlefields.

We let our motivation take shape
as we travel. A beautiful waterfall
at the south end of the Blue Ridge
Parkway inspired us to make

FULL-TIME RVERS OFTEN
START OFF WITH CONSTANT
TRAVELS IN THE FIRST FEW
YEARS AND LATER SETTLE
INTO EXTENDED SEASONAL
STAYS AT THEIR FAVORITE
DESTINATIONS.

Boondocking on public
land lets full-timers
experience true wildness
from the comfort of an RV.

waterfalls a theme as we followed
the route north. Camping by a lake
in Utah gave us the idea to seek
out desert lakes and rivers in the
Southwest for the next few months.

KEEP IN TOUCH

@@ The internet has revolution-
h ized full-time RVing. Our
Verizon Jetpack MiFi uses cell-phone
towers to access the internet, and
the Jetpack, in turn, acts as a Wi-Fi
hotspot for devices in our rig. A
smartphone can be used as a hotspot
in the same way. Banking, tax filing
and other legal transactions can all
be done on the internet, and Facetime
and Skype add the intimacy of video
chatting when calling loved ones.

STAY OR GO?

RVing full time is a dream for

many, and it is something we
are extremely grateful to be doing.
However, it's not for everyone, and
extended vacations and seasonal
travel can be just as rewarding.
But if wanderlust tugs at your soul
and you long to break free from
convention and try something exotic
and new, then traveling down the
winding road full time while towing
your home behind you will change
your life forever.

MORE ONLINE CATCH A GLIMPSE OF EMILY AND MARK FAGAN'S FULL-TIMING LIFESTYLE IN AN
EPISODE OF THE “RVING IS FOR EVERYONE" SERIES ON CAMPING WORLD'S YOUTUBE CHANNEL.




PHOTO: SHAWN SPENCE

FULL-TIME

RVING CAN | =————0

BE A FULL-
TIME JOB

GONE ARE THE DAYS OF
TRAVELING WITHOUT
MAKING CAMPSITE
RESERVATIONS

WELL IN ADVANCE

— by Norm Roy
|

quit my job to become a full-
time RVer. | thought I'd retired

but have since realized I've merely
changed careers. | like to think of it as
“vagabondage.” | now spend more of
my time making reservations and less
time doing what | thought full-time
RVers did: goin” where the weather
suits our clothes.

For the past 13 years, | have worked
under the close supervision of my wife
and navigator, Holly, who has tolerated,
indeed embraced, my penchant for a
peripatetic life. “So,” she enthused,
“what do you think about spending
February in Florida?”

Employing one of my few faculties
that has improved with age, what | heard
her say was: “l want to spend February
in Florida. Make it happen.” That created
for me a problem of biblical proportions:
| could find no room at the inn, or, in this
instance, the campgrounds.

It's Getting Crowded Out Here
We began RVing 23 years ago in a small
fifth-wheel. We ambled with ease to
RV parks and public campgrounds with
little regard to whether there was room
for us. We rarely made reservations.
This is no longer true.
Fueled by the annual migration
of snowbirds and the buying power of
young families, RV manufacturers have
had one banner year after another,
which means more RVers competing for
a limited number of sites at resorts and
campgrounds across the continent.
When snow flies in the Rust
Belt, snowbirds flock to the Sunbelt,

===
g f

which means campgrounds along the
southern tier of the United States are
frequently booked a year or more in
advance. Securing a campsite at a state
park in Florida, for instance, means
making a reservation — and paying
in full — up to 11 months ahead. In
Georgia, it's 13 months.

Similarly, when students are paroled
each summer, young families eager
to get the most out of their new RVs
will seek places to spend vacations. RV
parks in the Rust Belt then fairly bulge
with happy campers. If you failed to
anticipate that and did not make reser-
vations early, you may find it impossible
to stay at a campground of your choice.

Online, On Time
To secure sites at preferred public
campgrounds, | am now among the
RVers who lurk online on the date and
hour that reservations open. If the
lurker is not ready to click on “Book
This Site” at just the right instant,
someone else gets the spot. My failure
rate has become an item of entertain-
ment for my navigator.

| am told that some lurkers stoop
so low as to book sites earlier than
necessary, later paying a fee to shorten
that reservation to the dates they
actually want. And some campers use
the names of different family members
to make back-to-back reservations,
which allows them to secure a site for
more nights than policy allows.

Gaming the System
To make matters worse, organized

Amazing amenities and family
activities all year round

@" Pools and Splashgrounds
@* Mini Golf and Playgrounds
@> Wagon Rides

@* Theme Weekends

@- Visits with Yogi Bear™

80+ Locations in the U.S. and Canada

Camplellystone.com
E1G W /campjellystone

YOGI BEAR: TM & © Hanna-Barbera. (s18)
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Tow with confidence. Tow with peace of mind.
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SWAY C{'IMMND

High Winds Emergency Maneuvers

Factors that can contribute to severe trailer sway include emergency
maneuvers, high winds, large passing vehicles, and hilly, uneven highways

The Sway Command controller detects side-to-side trailer movement not
controlled by your weight distribution hitch

Sway Command uses unique motion-sensing hardware and software to apply
the left and right trailer brakes to limit trailer sway.

Advanced patent-pending microprocessor technology electronically detects
trailer sway and applies the trailer brakes to suppress unwanted sway

Light pod mounts to the front of the trailer and signals to the driver when the
system is functioning properly

Icil.com/sway
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scalpers, armed with sophisticated
computer programs, have found

ways to circumvent reservation rules.
These “robo-reservation” methods are
capable of securing campsites at prime
locations; reservations are then resold
through online auction sites to campers
willing to pay what scalpers call a
finder’s fee.

National and state park officials
have long been aware of such practices
and have altered reservation policies
accordingly. Notably, National Park
Service policies were changed in 2011
when officials became aware that
many campsites at Yosemite National
Park, for instance, were being resold
through “clubs” and online auction sites
that charged a premium of as much
as 600 percent.

The inspector general for Flor-
ida’s Department of Environmental
Protection issued a report in 2014
detailing how campers and scalpers
had learned to circumvent reservation
policies. The report was in response
to complaints from citizens who had
found it difficult or impossible to make
peak-season reservations at state park
campgrounds. While policy changes
have limited the success of scalpers,
reserving a campsite at a state park
in the Florida Keys in winter remains
nigh unto impossible.

The growing demand for campsite
reservations is great for campground
owners and managers, but not so good
for folks who have no idea where they
will be that many months away. That
glorious sense of freedom one may
get from RVing fades when your RV is

parked in your own driveway because
you failed to plan. Oh, wait!I'm a
full-time RVer; | have no driveway.

SIX TIPS FOR

BOOKING CAMPSITES
1. Plan Ahead

My navigator and | have learned

to discuss our desires and make a
commitment to be where she wants

to be at least a year in advance. Once
she determines location and a range of
dates, | get busy online or on the phone

contacting campgrounds.



Find the perfect Minnie®
for your next getaway.

Minnie Plus Fifth Wheel

Massive living space, yet towable
by most half-ton trucks.

Minnie Plus

Storage-plus, space-plus, features-plus:
that's the Minnie Plus!

Minnie
Maximum features in a full-sized,
easy-to-pull, lightweight camper.

Micro Minnie

All the comforts of home in a
convenient, compact camper.

Minnie Drop

Aerodynamic, easy towing, feature-
packed and 6'5" of headroom!

See them all at Winnehagolnd.com

WINNEBAGO

The Way To Go™

©2018 Winneba

- . ; = Winnebago Towables, Circle 151 on Reader Service Card
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COME CADP ADIDST
enaissance §aJRJES, €LVES AND
oyestival ~ WIZARDS gORA Sp€££ _

230 Acres ® Adult and Family Camping Areas ¢ Nightly Bonfires ¢ Cabins ¢ RVs Welcome-
Camp Thursday afternoons through‘Monday mornings, Sept. 2Z= Nov. 26.

Festival runs Saturdays and Sundays and'Thanksgiving Friday from Sept. 29 —Nov. 25.

SAVE 25% WITH OURALL-SEASON CAMPING PASS.
VISIT TEXRENFEST.COM/CAMPING OR CALL 800.458.3435.

__ NEW! [ R e

Air-ride for GM and Ford
5th-wheel Systems!

BD5 5th Wheel Hitch

Eliminates 97% of road shock

11/8” thick jaws that completely
encirde pin

Direct fits into OEM 5th wheel
prep systems for Ford and GM

Rated for trailers up to 28K

No adaptors required

TrailerSaver models available for all sizes and applications

800.410.6580 www.TrailerSaver.com
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2. Be Flexible

Managers of most campgrounds and RV
parks will work very hard to help you find
a suitable site. You, after all, represent
income. But if sites are full when you
want to be there, be prepared to alter your
schedule. I'm more flexible than Gumby.

3. Avoid Weekends

This is especially true of holiday
weekends. We have found sites by
checking in on a Sunday, after most
weekenders head home. We'll check
out on a Friday, when the next wave of
weekenders is to arrive. If we want to
stay at a particular campground over a
holiday weekend, we arrange to arrive
by the middle of the prior week and
check out the middle of the following
week. Hitting the road a day or two after
everybody else had to go back to work
means we avoid long lines at dump
stations and heavy traffic on highways.

4. Be Persistent

Life happens, and plans change. Keep
checking online reservation systems or
call campground offices to determine
whether a site may have become
available due to cancellations. Many
states and municipalities withhold a few
campsites from reservation systems.
Perfect timing on your part could yield a
place to park for short periods. In Florida
state parks, for instance, non-reservable
sites may be occupied up to two weeks.

5. Choose Less Popular Locations
This need not mean lowering your
standards. We have been pleasantly
surprised by staying at campgrounds
that didn't seem as appealing as the
nearby RV resorts that could not ac-
commodate us. We are more interested
in people than we are in amenities and
have always found someone who, or
something that, contributed to our
enlightenment or entertainment.

6. Consider Shoulder Seasons
November through March is peak
season for snowbirds. But April, May,
September and October offer suitable
weather conditions across the Sunbelt.
Campgrounds, attractions and restau-
rants are also less crowded.
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Accessorizing a truck is a
common ritual for owners who
look to the aftermarket to person-
alize their rides. Today's robust
tow ratings for half-tonners have
opened a new market to those who
prefer the agility and comfort of
these spirited trucks but still want
to install just the right amount of
goodies to make a statement and
add convenience.

The Ram 1500 is a good
example of a so-called half-ton

BICYCLE RACK AND DASH PROTECTOR IS PRACTICAL

pickup, and its tow ratings of
up to 12,750 pounds make it a
strong candidate for towing many
of today’s longer, fully livable
trailers. Toss in a veritable candy
store’s worth of accessories
available through the automotive
and truck aftermarket, and it’s not
hard to come up with a suitable
wish list aimed at trailer-towing
enthusiasts.

Although the test Ram 1500
made short work of towing a 2016

)

PERSONALIZING A TOW VEHICLE WITH A BED COVER, RUNNING BOARDS,

AND FUN

23-foot Starcraft Travel Star trailer,
there were a few items that we
deemed necessary to improve and
secure storage capability, handle
outdoor recreation equipment,
make it easier to get in and out of
the cab, and protect the dash from
the harmful rays of the sun.

To get there, we enlisted
products pinpointed to satisfy
specific needs. The biggest
segment of this project was the
installation of a Pace Edwards

The canister assembly that houses the UltraGroove cover and motor is lifted into position by two people and placed on

[TRUCK-BED COVER 1-16 |
atool bucket to maintain proper height for installing the rails. 2) After removing the tape, which is for shipping purposes only, the rail flange (3) slides
into the rail grip in the canister. The ribbed cover must be pulled out far enough to clear the canister flange and stop. %) Once the rails are seated cor-
rectly, the canister can be pushed against the front wall of the truck bed. It's easy to get this misaligned, which will impact steps later in the installation.

PHOTOS: BOB LIVINGSTON AND BOB DAWSON
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- by Bob Livingston

UltraGroove Electric Retractable Truck
Bed Cover. For obvious reasons, keeping
stored items out of the view of persons
with less than perfect scruples makes
a lot of sense, not to mention the pro-
tection-from-the-elements factor. This
cover is made to blend in harmoniously
with the truck’s lines, and it opens and
closes with a remote key fob.

While the Ram 1500 won't give
passengers nosebleeds, there's still a
hefty step up to the cabin, especially on
four-wheel-drive models, which was the
configuration of the test truck. BesTop’s
PowerBoard NX Automatic Retracting
Running Boards fit the bill here nicely,
following the mantra “out of sight, out
of mind.” These running boards tuck
in below the doors and are virtually
invisible when retracted. Rather than
contend with fixed running boards,
which arguably detract from the truck’s
exterior aesthetics, the PowerBoard NX
running boards operate automatically

’B

when the doors are opened and closed,
using Bluetooth technology.

Since the bed cover neatly keeps
all supplies out of the way, the top of
the bed is a perfect location for spe-
cialized racks — in this case, one that
handles bicycles with little compromise.
Compatible crossbars from Thule are
slid into the top rails that guide the
retractable bed cover. When adding the
Thule Big Mouth Upright Bike Carrier
to the Tracker Il crossbars, two bicycles
can be mounted safely and securely
behind the cab of the truck. Of course,
this is practical only when towing con-
ventional trailers, and there are optional
carriers available for bringing other
outdoor toys along.

Last on the list was a Covercraft
DashMat UltiMat Custom Cover to
protect the top portion of the dashboard
that’s exposed to the sun. This is a very
simple installation, since the UltiMat is
cut to fit the contours of the dashboard.

TRUCK-BED COVER-UP

=¢ DIY TIP: Casual
2% Saturday mechanics will
have no problem installing
the Thule bike carriers and
UltiMat dashboard cover, but
the UltraGroove retractable
truck-bed cover and BesTop
running boards will take a
higher level of experience.
Figure on spending the better
part of a weekend to complete
the entire project.

TRUCK-BED COVER

Product Pace Edwards

UltraGroove Electric
2
$2,900

Difficulty
Cost

BICYCLE RACK

Products Thule Crossbar
Mounting Kit, Tracker II
Foot Pack and Big Mouth

Upright Carrier
¥y
$539

Difficulty
Cost

RUNNING BOARDS

Product BesTop PowerBoard NX

Automatic
2
$1,240.99

Difficulty
Cost

DASHBOARD COVER
Product Covercraft DashMat UltiMat
Difficulty &~

Cost $62

Before securing the rails to the canister,
the wiring harness is routed down a stake
pocket to a holding place under the truck. It
will be connected to 12-volt DC power later.

Attaching the rails to the canister takes some
agility due to close clearances. 7) Once the
rails are secured to the canister, the provided
installation tool is used to confirm the proper
gap between the cover rail ends and the tail-
gate. A proper gap will ensure protection from
the elements. &) Foam tape is applied across
the front portion of the truck-bed rail. It takes
some measuring to get it right and provide a

Pace Edwards has a strong reputation in the automotive aftermarket, and the name is
synonymous with truck-bed covers. To its credit, the company emphasizes that instructions
should be read carefully before starting the installation, and do-it-yourselfers must take this
advice to heart. Even so, be prepared to fly by the seat of your pants, because a few of the
steps are not perfectly clear. Not only does this project require strong mechanical aptitude,
it can’t be done without an assistant to help with the heavy lifting and positioning. Interest-
ingly, only a few common hand tools are needed to mount the hardware.

To get the ball rolling, the drain holes in the front wall of the truck bed must be located.
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If there are plastic or rubber
access ports in place, drilling
holes will not be necessary.

This determination is necessary
because it will be very difficult to
access this area for drilling once
the canister is in place. The wiring
harness is also routed before posi-
tioning the canister.

The canister houses the cover
when rolled up and the motor, and
it will need to be positioned on
some sort of a support so that it
will be temporarily slightly higher
than the truck-bed rails. We used
a bucket with a wrapper for storing
tools, which worked nicely. Once
the canister is lifted into position,
which will take two people, the ’
cover rails are attached to the
canister. The factory protective covers for the truck-bed
rails are not removed; we made the opposite assumption,
requiring a little backtracking.

Sliding the cover rails into the canister seemed easy,
but the first tries were challenging. Once in place, the
canister will hang freely and can be pushed against the
front of the bed. It's important to make sure the lead
cover rib is pulled out enough to clear the canister flange
and stop. During the placement of the rails, it was easy
for the cover to slip past the stop and sneak back into the
canister, again slowing down the install. This issue made
it more difficult to seat the cover flanges into the canister
rail grips.

Although it seemed like the flanges were seated, the
cover was binding, which turned out to be problematic
later in the operation and required multiple attempts and
reassembly. Getting there required repetitive study of the
illustrations and photo in the instructions. If the rails are
not mounted to spec, the cover will not roll properly and
hang up when extending and retracting. Obviously, shops
that specialize in this type of installation will make short
work of this step.

The work at the canister is finished off after mounting

Kickstands are mounted to the rear clamps on the side where the pivot foot lands on the flattest section of the truck-bed wall.

If the rails are seated properly, the top cover can be screwed

down without deforming. 10) Clamp extensions slide into the cab
and tailgate ends of each rail, and Allen screws are tightened when
in place. The hold-down clamps attach to the extensions and
are tightened by turning the big black knob.

the end caps to the rails and attaching them to the canister
with the provided screws, a step that required some
agility since access was tight. At this time the cover rails
are positioned against the closed tailgate to ensure good
engagement by setting the gap with the supplied tool. This
is essential to provide the best weather protection.

Installing the top cover is the last step, which requires
a measuring exercise before laying down the self-sticking
foam tape on the front sill of the bed. Once in place, the top
cover can be secured with screws. If the rail flanges placed
earlier in the install are not seated in the canister flange
grip just right, the cover will not fit properly. We learned
that the hard way, extending the installation time and
adding a little frustration to the process.

The rest of the operation was a breeze. Clamp
extensions are slid on the cover rails, to which specially
designed clamps are attached to secure the rails to the

A M .
Although different

from the parts shown in the instructions, the fitting for the rail drain tube snapped in place without tools. 15) The drain tube for the canister was equally
easy to install. 16) A key fob is used to operate the cover wirelessly. If power is lost, the cover can be manually released and moved (not shown).
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b » Heated Enclosed Underbelly

30lb LP Bottles with Cover

STARCRAFT5 g 536 Michigan Street | Topeka, IN 46571 USA | (800) 945-4787

StarcraftRV.com | MossyOak.com

CAMPING | pure and simple. @@
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truck bed. No drilling is required, and
securing the clamps is uneventful.
Kickstands are mounted on the rear
clamps to make sure the rails are
level; adjustments are made by turning
the knob and applying pressure to
the side walls of the bed. Shims may
be necessary to assure proper rail
alignment so that the cover moves
freely, but they were not necessary
for the test truck.

BIKES ON BOARD

i The Thule rack system and
bicycle carrier are designed
to mount directly to the
UltraGroove side rails. Thule’s
Big Mouth Upright Carriers,
attached to crossbars, secure
two bicycles with wheel
straps and a downtube grip.

Reviews

David A.

| have a 8,000 Ib. truck with a 12,000 Ib. trailer and | have never had this
much peace of mind when descending a steep grade.

* REVIEWS

since it operates so well.

If you tow a heavy trailer this is a must for controlling your downbhill
speeds and creating more safety. | love my Banks SpeedBrake.

TRAILER LIFE / SEPTEMBER 2018

Once | turn on the system the truck and its systems do all of the work.
Not only does it control the descent it improves my braking distance

Note: Product availability, features & performance results vary by application.

DA% = shop onine: bankspower.com

Banks SpeedBrake’
Slow down in a hurry without
touching the brakes! Patented
device saves maintenance and
repair costs on your brakes.

[BICYCLE RACK 17-23|

The base for the
Thule crossbar slides into the T-tracks cut into
the aluminum cover rails. 18) Once the crosshar
is placed into the Thule Tracker foot, it snaps to
the metal bar in the base. 19) After aligning the
crosshars, the bases can be secured to the rails

using the provided hex key. An access flap
leads to a setscrew that is tightened with a hex
key to lock in the crossbar.

Call or text: (800) 601-8072




sleepenumben

Sleep Better While
Living the Dream

Whether it's enjoying the open road or a day of sightseeing, feeling well-rested is
important to your life on the road. Experience a bed that adjusts to both of you,
wherever your RV travels take you.

r FITS YOUR LIFESTYLE

Comfortaire® r5 bed by Sleep Number. The perfect v CONTOURS TO YOU for more proper spinal alignment
balance of softness and pressure relief. Zoned

' ) v/ ADJUSTS ON BOTH SIDES so it's perfect for couples
comfort layer provides contouring support for restful,

restorative sleep. Designed for your RV. v~ CLINICALLY PROVEN to improve sleep quality*

v/ LASTS TWICE AS LONG as an innerspring mattress

AVAILABLE IN 7 SIZES v/ ENERGY-EFFICIENT 10-volt operation
v/ Short Queen/Radius Short Queen 60" x 75"
v/ Queen/Radius Queen 60" x 80" v/ LIGHTER ON THE ROAD to keep within weight limits
v King/Radius King 72" x 80"

; " " and maneuver in smaller spaces
\/ Eastern King 76" x 80 \/ EASY TO ASSEMBLE and i Il P

Bed dimensions are approximate. *For asummary of clinical studies, visit sleepnumber.com. Find the technology tested in the clinical DESIGNED
studies in Sleep Number c2, p5, and i8 mattresses. SLEEP NUMBER, SELECT COMFORT, SLEEPIQ, COMFORTAIRE and the Double &CRAFTED
Arrow Design are registered trademarks of Sleep Number Corporation. © 2018 Sleep Number Corporation IN THE USA

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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The project was wrapped up
by connecting the prerouted wiring
harness to a source of 12-volt DC
power and attaching a drain tube to
the canister and rear of the cover
rails. All the drain tubes snapped in
place with little fanfare, without the
use of tools.

A key fob is used to open and close
the cover, which operated smoothly
right from the get-go. A release

lock.

iy

The button to release the foot from the base can be replaced with an optional keyed
The Thule Big Mouth Upright Carrier mounts to the crossbars with specially
designed clamps, and the wheel straps
a good job stabilizing bikes for transport.

slide into the wheel tray. The system does

handle, mounted at the canister,

unlocks the cover for moving manually, should the power
be lost. Of course, you'll have to open the tailgate and crawl
under the cover to access the release handle, which could
be a good trick if the bed is filled with cargo.

Although there were some frustrating moments to get the
UltraGroove installed, the end result was satisfying, knowing
that items stored in the bed were protected from the elements
and prying eyes. The smooth action of the cover brought
smiles to our faces. The UltraGroove retails for $2,900.

HAULING TWO BICYCLES

Adding the Thule bike-rack hardware to the UltraGroove
rails was almost comic relief after struggling with the
bed-cover installation. The bed-cover rails are made to

AUTOMATIC ENTRY STEPS

Using wireless technology, BesTop PowerBoard NX running boards
extend when any door is opened.

W i
Vil s & -

[RUNNING BOARDS 24-41 | Before the PowerBoard NX
components can be installed, the system must be initialized to
verify the linkages are in sync with the sensors. This requires
connecting the harness to the truck’s starting battery and
connecting the leads to the controller, receiver, motors and
lights. 26) Linkage mounting points are already cut into the truck
body from the factory. Protective tape is removed, exposing the
necessary holes for installing the linkage. 27) A reinforcement
bracket is temporarily held in place with the rivet nuts so the
location for the %-inch hole can be marked and drilled

String or wire is used to fish the reinforcement bracket into
an oblong hole in the truck body.

accept the Thule crossbar mounting components, which
simply slide into the T-tracks cut into the aluminum. The
Crossbar Mounting Kit includes the bolts, washers, track
nuts and Allen (hex) key needed to secure the bases. This
step takes only minutes.

Thule’s 430 Tracker Il kit comprises specially designed
feet that snap into the round bars built into the bases.
After the crossbars are inserted in the feet and aligned,
the bases in the bed-cover rails are tightened before
going back and securing the crossbars in the feet with the
provided hex key. The feet and crossbars can be removed
by pushing a button at each position and lifting off the rails.
To increase security, an optional lock kit can be added,
which we elected to install.

From here the 5990E Big Mouth Upright Carrier is
assembled and bolted to the crossbars, and the rack is
ready for bikes. To mount a bicycle, the tires ride in the
wheel tray and are secured with straps; the upright carrier
is rotated up so the jaws clamp around the bike's downtube.

The bikes ride upright and are very secure. Mounting
and dismounting takes only a few minutes. While the kits
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are marketed individually, vertically challenged have to

the total cost to handle two stretch to get on and off the

bikes is around $539. seats, and often have to pull
themselves up by the assist

ONE STEP AHEAD handles. That's why running

Climbing into and stepping boards were invented.

out of a pickup, especially Typical running boards

a four-wheel-drive model, are mounted below the door

is less than graceful for thresholds and, depending

many people. Those who are  on the model, can impact

Once in place, the rivet nuts can be set (30) using the provided tool,
wrench and socket. 31) After the tab on the reinforcement bracket is
pushed back in the hole, the hex bolts are set into the rivet nuts,
leaving 2 inch of thread showing. 32) The roll pin is driven into the
linkage ® and the mounting insert is bolted in place and oriented prop-
erly. Follow the instructions closely to prevent issues with mounting
the linkage into the slot in the truck body. It takes a little maneuvering
to get the linkage in place. 33) The hex bolt is torqued to 12 Fr-LB. The
bolt must not rotate the mounting insert on the linkage when torqueing
to specification. 34) The rear support bracket is installed after the

bolt and large washer (not shown) are located into the body support
member. 35) Running boards are bolted to the linkages before the
motors are installed and manually moved in and out to make sure the
mechanisms are not binding. 36) Driveshaft and mounting bosses are
used to attach the motors to the front linkages. Harness leads are
connected to the motor (37). BesTop did a great job sizing the harness
and providing all the connectors necessary for the components.

THE-STABLE STEP

STEP//ABOVE
SO [U T80 N

, pATENTED*

« Lightweight
- Stable entry to and
p exit from your RV
N\ AR SR on - « Stores securely right

2017 PRODUCT . inside the door
+the YEAR | y « 500 Ib weight capacity

o

« Adjustable feet
to accommodate
for uneven terrain

« Retrofit to your
5th wheel or
travel trailer

ACCESSORIES
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aesthetics and ground clearance.
BesTop, a name common among Jeep
aficionados, markets an Automatic
Running Board under the PowerBoard
NX banner that adds a whole new
level of convenience while preserving
the exterior lines of the truck. When
retracted, the BesTop running boards

are stowed below the thresholds and are

barely visible. When a door is opened,

the running board extends via the use of

linkages and a motor, providing a solid
surface to step up into the cab.

Although self-installation doesn’t
require the use of complicated tools,
the project is not for the faint of heart.
Instructions are clearly segmented but
can be confusing. Do-it-yourselfers will
do themselves a big favor by spending
a lot of time deciphering the installa-
tion procedure. Before any of the parts
can be installed, the system has to be
initialized to verify that the sensors are
responding to the motors in the right
sequence. Wireless sensors attached
in the doorjambs and a very well-

38) The receiver is mounted

to the side of the frame with the
supplied 17-inch cable ties. 39)
Using adhesive tape, wireless
sensors are mounted in the
doorjambs corresponding to
magnet placement (%40). Magnets
are secured with holders and
adhesive tape. Wireless sensors
make it unnecessary to route
electrical cables to each door,
which cuts installation time.

£1) LED lights are attached to
the outboard surface of the
linkage arms using adhesive
tape. Lights come on when the
running boards are extended.

designed harness simplify the power
hookup dramatically.

Existing mounting points that
are built into the truck’s body facilitate
the installation. BesTop cleverly
designed linkages to mount into these
locations and provides reinforcement/
support brackets to stabilize the
linkages. Mounting the linkages is by
far the most complicated part of the

installation process.

Beyond orienting the linkages,
a certain amount of finesse is needed
to place the reinforcement brackets and
install the rivet nuts for the mounting
bolts. It's like a jigsaw puzzle, and the
steps must be followed precisely to
keep from getting into trouble, which
is easy to do. Working with the
mounting insert on each linkage can

iy
Setup is a snag

Tire Patrl

Tire Pressure Monitoring System

B
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be confusing, so reviewing the
instructions repeatedly will be
time well spent.

After mounting the linkages
and torqueing the bolts to spec-
ifications, support brackets are
added to make sure the running
boards do not flex under load.
These brackets rely on inserts
that are relatively easy to place
and line up perfectly. Once
the brackets are secure, the
wiring harness and receiver are
installed, and the running boards
are attached to the linkages. The
running boards must be cycled
by hand a few times before the
motors are installed to make
sure they are not binding.

Installing the motors to
the linkage assemblies and
connecting the harness is
fairly straightforward. Finally,

the magnets and sensors are
placed in the doorjambs, which
takes trial and error to find the
right gap needed to activate
the linkages. The sensors and
magnets/holders are attached
with high-strength adhesive
tape, after cleaning the surface
with a 50-50 mixture of water
and alcohol. Light fixtures are
mounted to the linkages and
plugged into the harness, and
you're done.

Although there were tenuous
moments during the install
that brought out some colorful
language, having the automatic
running boards adds a huge
element of convenience and is a
viable hedge against slipping and
muscle pulls due to uncomfortable
stretching getting in and out of the
cab. The kit retails for $1,240.99.

MORE ONLINE FOR AN OVERVIEW OF THIS FOUR-PART PROJECT, SEE THE
ACCOMPANYING VIDEO ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL, TRAILERLIFEDIY.

PROTECTING THE DASH The DashMat UltiMat
By the end of the second is cut to fit the exact
shape of the Ram

day, we still had one more
detail to handle: rolling
out the DashMat-brand
UltiMat dashboard cover.
The UltiMat, part of the
Covercraft family of vehi-
cle-protection products, is
soft-molded to fit the shape
of the dashboard and made of a single piece of
needle-punch carpet. There are no seams, and the
vents and sensor openings are precut to provide a
factory look. Ten colors are available for matching
the look of the interior and dashboard.
Self-adhesive hook-and-loop fasteners keep
the material from moving around, although the fit
is so precise, the dash cover barely moves when
not secured. For $62, the UltiMat is money well
spent to achieve the aforementioned benefits. m

1500 dashboard. The
simple-to-install dash
cover offers protec-
tion from the sun and
eliminates annoying
glare reflecting on
the windshield.

THIN SHADE
FORDOOR

Upgrade
\Your;Door]
\Window;

Thin Shade
Frame with
built in Shade!

Part# 015-201512

KIT INCLUDES
BLACK FRAME
TINTED WINDOW

M Products

RECESSED PLEATED SHADE

VENIT SHADE
FORCEILING

Part# 015-201612
» Fits most standard 14" x 14" roof vents
* Mylar Backed Shade Blocks Most Light From Crank Vents
+ Simply Installs Over Current Trim With Existing Screws
+ Conforms To Curved Ceilings Without Modification
* Reduces Heat
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RVs

ON THE HUNT

A recreational vehicle can serve as an ideal home base for a time-honored outdoor pursuit

- by Jack Ballard

n 2016 researchers at Cornell

University’s College of Agricul-
ture and Life Sciences released
the results of a study assessing
people’s motivation to hunt. The
group they surveyed had taken a
“nontraditional” path into hunting,
meaning those individuals did not
grow up in a hunting family but
were introduced to the sport from
elsewhere. Almost half of the re-
spondents were under the age of 31.
As it turns out, most of their moti-
vations to go hunting were strikingly
similar to the reasons people are
inspired to camp in a tent or RV.

,, EAMILY TIES ' (!

' The,opportunity to spend i

" familyand friends outddors is’
#mofivation for many hunters. /
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PHOTOS: JACK AND LISA BALLARD

REASONS TO HUNT

High on the list was the opportunity to spend time with
family. Nineteen out of 20 of those surveyed listed this as

a moderately to very important aspect of their hunting.

The opportunity to “get close to nature” was also recorded
as moderately to very important by 97 percent of those
surveyed, and the opportunity to find a temporary escape
from everyday problems found similar favor with 83 percent
of those surveyed.

Enjoying time with parents, children and siblings. Getting
immersed in the wonders of the natural world. Unplugging,
and dodging the stress and drudgery of daily life in the Great
Outdoors. If those don’t describe the primary motivations of
the average RVer, | don't know what does.

Of course, one can engage with the natural world in
all those ways without hunting. So why stalk a deer or a
duck? While visions of old-time “sport” hunters displaying
their trophies to the world are still common portrayals of
hunting, the attitude of most modern hunters, especially
those who have taken up the pursuit as adults, is quite
different. The Cornell survey discovered that 95 percent of
respondents were favorable toward'hunting as a means of

1

1

Clockwise from above: An RV makes a fine base camp for hunting big game such as these
mule deer. The climate-controlled interior of an RV provides protection from heat during
| warm conditions and warmth during chilly times, for hunters and bird dogs alike. Bird

~ hunting is a favorite pastime of dogs and their owners, and an excellent way to exercise.

obtaining local free-range meat.

Around 87 percent nodded in approval at a motivation
that included participation in efforts to contain wildlife pop-
ulations that are environmentally harmful. For example,
when white-tailed deer (the most commonly hunted large
mammal in North America) become overabundant, they can
consume certain plants and shrubs to the extent that they
become locally extinct. Such an intense exploitation of food
resources also affects other animals that rely on the same
plants for survival. In such places, hunting deer in limited
seasons is considered a critical aspect of maintaining an
environment capable of nurturing sustainable numbers of
deer and other creatures.

THE CAMPING CONNECTION

RVs serve as ideal home bases for a host of outdoor
activities that go beyond camping. I've rubbed shoulders
with folks who camp in an RV when rock climbing, wind-
surfing, horseback riding, dogsledding, beachcombing and
stargazing. In addition to casual camping, my family has
turned to RVs for comfortable accommodations while hiking,
fishing and photographing wildlife. If all these pastimes can
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RVs ONTHE HUNT

be enhanced via the convenience of
an RV, why not hunting?

But as the fine print often reads,
“Certain restrictions apply.” Or
perhaps more appropriately, “Certain
practicalities apply.”

The timing of hunting seasons
varies from state to state and different
regions of the country. In our home

With a sefisible selection of locations, any
standard RV, like this Class C Winnebago
Trend, can be used for hunting.

state of Montana, for example, bird
hunting opens in early September and
extends until the end of December.
Antelope hunting occurs from early
October until mid-November, while
deer and elk seasons open and close
two weeks later. RV camping while
hunting for elk is certainly feasible
during the early part of the season
along primary roads in the mountains,
but taking such a vehicle up a steep
secondary road is flirting with disaster,
as snow and extreme cold can
descend quickly.

| vividly remember an elk hunting
trip when I was in college. My dad,
two brothers and a dozen members
of our extended family (uncles,
cousins and husbands of cousins])

GOING NATIVE &

RVs and hunting go hand in hand, and some manufac-
turers make the most of that connection — among
them, Winnnebago. The easy-towing Minnie Drop
1790 is offered in Hunter Green with special-edition

Camo graphics and all the comforts of home.

were hunting from a traditional tent
camp deep in the Snowcrest Range of
southwestern Montana. After making
camp in delightful, sunny weather,
we awoke the next morning to a foot
of snow. The blizzard howled all that
day and the following night. When it
abated, the snow was nearly thigh
deep all around the camp. Equipped
with 4x4 vehicles and tire changes, we
escaped the high country unscathed.
On the opposite side of the drainage
were several RVs that weren't able to
be retrieved until the following spring.
Hunting often occurs in places
where “roads” may be RV-friendly
in seasonal, dry conditions but can
become impassable due to mud and
snow in inclement weather. The first

{
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Convenience. Comfort. Low Maintenance.

ELUEoﬂ Super Ride’s modular 3-part design makes it easy for one-person to install or remove.
The rotating handle effortlessly engages or disengages the hitch. A built in suspension,
L cushioned on rubber springs, eliminates bucking, chucking and air cushioned pin boxes.
Strong As An OX™ Our greaseless, maintenance-free hitch head keeps your hands clean.

Super G ide

BXR6200: fits any 2-5/16"gooseneck hitch ball. BXR7200: fits industry standard rails.

You will love the effortless ride.

“My wife was completely in awe, as she loves to read as we travel. Our last hitch made it hard for her to read
as the truck would bounce around, but with the Super Ride she was able to focus on the book the entire way home.

There was no jarring, and very minimal pulling and fighting - You could tell, it was way, smoother!”

—Scott and Lori Darrow
Blue 0x, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card

Towing doesn’t have to be adrag. blueox.com « 800-228-9289




Park It 360, Circle 138 on Reader Service Card

ol
'

RVs ON THE HUNT

HUNTER'S BEST FRIEND

Five short years ago our home
welcomed a new arrival. Although

| grew up on a ranch hunting
large-game animals such as elk
and mule deer, I'd only dabbled in
bird hunting. My wife Lisa’s hunting
experience prior to our relation-
ship consisted only of bird hunting,
mostly for pheasants, waterfowl and
woodcock in New England. She greatly

practicality of hunting from an RV
thus concerns its portability in nasty
weather.

Fortunately, there is lots of hunting
to be enjoyed all across the continent
in favorable weather. In more than
a few places, an air-conditioned RV
represents a pleasant haven from the
heat at midday. Such might be the
case for bird hunters and their canine
companions.

Parkit360°

Move any trailer with our compact,
powerful, battery-powered trailer dolly.

N\
g —

‘ L
,//

Simple forward & reverse

thumb control rocker
Won't tip, tilt or pivot with
Stablelock technology

Smart trailer
brakes option

Ability to freewheel

\ll

b g -y

Model shown (Force) supports: Tag-Along and Pintle
Transformer supports: Gooseneck, 5th Wheel, Tag-Along and Pintle

www.parkit360.com

1-888-926-5517
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@ FROST-FREE CAMPING
Camping in an RV for hunting — or any
other activity — with an operational
fresh- and waste-water system during
periods of known cold weather requires
special preparation beyond the scope
of this article. A simple solution is to
use an RV for shelter with some or all of
the water system disabled. This might
include using a portable container for
drinking water, and draining water from
the kitchen sink directly into a bucket.
Campgrounds offering indoor toilet and
shower facilities make it possible to use
the RV for sleeping and protection, while
relying on outside sources for water
consumption and waste disposal.

.\. g

desired owning a dog with traits
making it a capable bird hunter and an
amiable family pet. And so it was that
when she was out of town | made an
impulse purchase on a six-week-old
English setter.

Percy immediately endeared
himself to his mistress. He's now a
fine hunter of upland birds including
pheasants, quail, grouse and par-
tridges. As an added bonus, he's a very
competent waterfowl retriever and a
supremely pleasant pet. Bird hunting
with a dog, I've discovered, especially
an animal trained by its owner, is
infinitely more about observing the
incredible instincts and keen senses
of the canine than harvesting birds.

The first real outing of Percy’s
hunting career came on an early
September morning in the farming
country of northeastern Montana. We
camped out beside a small, undevel-
oped lake on state land in a Winnebago
Trend motorhome, just the right size
for a couple and a dog. As it turned out,
the outfit proved even more beneficial



to Percy than his owners.

Cool, comfortable temperatures
for hunting and hiking just after dawn
gave way to low 80s under a relentless
sun by noon. Though | kept water for
the enthusiastic setter in two bottles
in my fanny pack, by the time we broke
for lunch he was panting profusely,

feeling the effects of exertion and heat.

Back at the RV, we switched on the air
conditioning, giving Percy — and his
human companions — some much-
appreciated relief.

Later in the afternoon, the black-
and-white dynamo’s dash across
the prairie came to an abrupt halt.
A front foot lifted slightly as the
young hunter’s entire body froze,
engulfed in concentration on a telltale
odor. “Whoa,” | commanded softly,
wondering if he'd scented one of the
birds his lineage had been bred to
hunt or was simply enthralled with yet
another of the field mice he’d loved to
pester since puppyhood. Fifteen feet
in front of his twitching black nose,
a covey of gray partridges exploded
from the flaxen grass at my approach.
Percy’s obvious elation when he
retrieved a downed bird from the
flock seemed to eclipse my own.

RV HOME BASE
We've shared innumerable hunts since
then, with many family members and
friends enjoying our pet’'s prowess
as a hunter. Accommodations have
ranged from elegant lodges to Percy
and me sleeping in an SUV. But from
the standpoint of comfort for dog
and hunter, and the opportunity to
reside in the same natural world as
one’s quarry, nothing tops a smartly
outfitted RV.
Which raises the question, what
makes an RV suitable for hunting?
So long as the rig can handle the
weather and travel conditions on the
hunt, there’s nothing special required.
However, attention to details encoun-
tered while hunting that might not
be common to everyday camping will
make the outing more enjoyable.
Most importantly, be mindful of
temperatures during fall hunting that
are much colder than on summer

camping trips. Water systems are

of primary concern. A dip of a few
degrees below freezing overnight isn’t
a reason to panic. Colder snaps or
sustained below-freezing tempera-
tures are another matter.

Waste and water in holding tanks is
quite susceptible to freezing, as these
are typically located on the exterior
of the RV. However, water lines that
run along the outside of an RV's shell

can also freeze, even with a running,
functional heating system. Opening
doors to closets and cabinets to allow
warm air to reach water lines can be
helpful to prevent freezing.

As is the case with RV camping,
families who hunt take to the outdoors
for a variety of reasons and in a range
of seasons. No matter their motivation,
an RV makes a superb home base for
hunting.
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4. Amazing cleaning power

Woatch our brief video at
lavariowasher.com
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- by Chris Dougherty
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SYSTEMS

ASA ELECTRONICS' STATE-OF-THE-ART IN-COMMAND WITH
GLOBAL CONNECT ALLOWS RVERS TO MONITOR AND MANAGE

v FuncTioNs Enow anvwwene NN

Remember when trailers were a relatively simple yet
still comfortable way to travel? Sure, there were many

amenities of a home like a roof air conditioner, hot models to add technology that consumers demand and

running water and, if you were really digging it, cable keep the price stable.

TV and a phone connection. The technology fueling the RV space race is a mix
Fast-forward to 2018, and the paradigm of new and old. What was the highest-level technology

has changed. To some, RVs are now passé if not in the RV industry, reserved for the most exclusive

connected. Many of the newest models come with motorhomes, has now filtered down to fifth-wheels

cellular boosters, Wi-Fi hotspots, USB charging ports,  and some travel trailers. Multiplex technology is

integrated entertainment systems with smart con- probably the most notable.

nectivity, all-in-one remotes, digital HVAC controls, In simple terms, multiplexing is where multiple

programmable inverter-chargers, automatic leveling digital signals are transmitted over a wire to a

systems and, well, you get the point. For many computer that reads and then responds to the data.

consumers, RV technology is just as important, if not Most current model-year cars and trucks utilize

more so, than its construction features. To that point, multiplex wiring systems where the processor controls

RV manufacturers have even “decontented” some each electrical circuit. In big conversion coaches and

motorhomes, switch panels located throughout the
RV can be programmed to control a variety of circuits
like lights and window shades. In today’s Wi-Fi and

GLOBAL
CONNECT

Q/Q/"
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— — = A, D  seesseen
I]ISPLAl\J [
| COMMANDE ) COMMANDER [
[—osos GARNET
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& = m i | | CHARGER SWITCH
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ALL SYSTEMS GO!

IN-Commeand

Bluetooth world, multiplexing allows control of systems
through connected smart devices and even via the internet
from half a world away.

There are varying communication protocols in multi-
plexing. Some carry messages; others, just signals. The
Controller Area Network bus [CAN bus] is the automotive
protocol that allows a mechanic to connect to a vehicle to
see fault codes, test circuits and other diagnostics. For
years the RV industry and SilverLeaf Electronics have
worked on integrating a protocol based on CAN bus, called
RV-C, into RV components and systems to aid technicians
and owners in diagnosing problems. It's been slow going,
but the advancement of technology is helping to push this
into the RV mainstream.

Enter ASA Electronics, a name well known in the RV
industry for supplying mobile electronics. Trailer Life
has had the opportunity to test several RVs with ASA's
iN-Command multiplexing system installed, and the
company recently invited us to its Elkhart, Indiana, facility
to see the third-generation componentry. While the first
product was introduced a couple of years ago, the latest
systems have significantly raised the bar on advanced
technology for RVs and supercharged the wow factor.

Previous iterations of the system allowed users to
control circuits and monitor battery-charge and tank
levels. Owners were able to operate slideouts, awnings,

WHOLE-RV CONTROL

The iN-Command mobile app transforms
an Apple or Android smart device into a
remote RV-system controller. 2) The main
touch-screen, called the Display Commander,
is mounted in a convenient spot, usually
on a wall near an entrance. 3) User-inter-
face graphics are displayed on a tablet
computer. Each icon leads to another level
of interaction with items like (4) lights,

tanks or (6) the generator. 7) Soon to be
offered are digital touch-panel switches.

levelers and lighting via a touch-
screen tablet built into the RV or
a smart-device app.

The latest version is a true,
whole-RV control system. The system connects to Android
and Apple devices via Bluetooth for app control, and for
the first time it incorporates the RV-C protocol, allowing
iN-Command to communicate with and operate HVAC
systems and roof-vent fans, and send alerts to users
for empty or full holding tanks. Applications are almost
unlimited, according to ASA.

COMMUNICATION AND CONNECTIVITY
To make the system even more powerful, ASA’'s Global
Connect feature automatically switches to Wi-Fi mode
and the company’s dedicated cloud network if Bluetooth
connectivity to the paired smart device is out of range.
The connection is made via a separate Wi-Fi access point,
like your home or campground Wi-Fi system, or a Wi-Fi
hotspot installed in the RV. Once connected, full func-
tionality with your internet-connected smart device is
available anywhere there is an internet connection.
While some folks may think this has little practical
application, it can be beneficial, and even life-saving.
As more components are built to communicate with the
network, additional functions will be introduced. For

instance, if you forget to turn off the
lights or want to turn one on remotely,
you can do it with the mobile app.

Or, say, it's cold outside, and the
furnace is running. The app lets you
check power and propane levels. Or

CONNECTED

The Iatest ASA multiplex system incorporates the RV-C protocol, allowing
IN-Command to communicate with and operate HVAC systems and roof
vent fans, and send alerts to users for empty or full holding tanks.
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ALL SYSTEMS GO!

it's warm, the pets are in the RV with
the air-conditioner on, and the power
goes out. You can react by starting the
generator, and opening and turning on
a roof-vent fan to circulate air remotely.
Or perhaps you want to turn on the air
conditioner to cool the interior for your
return. The list of possibilities goes on.
According to ASA’s design-
engineering team, the goal is to have
universal interfacing for all the different
systems and functions in an RV. A
growing number of component man-
ufacturers are offering app control for
their products, which can lead to user
confusion and poor function when too
many individual apps are loaded into
the smart device, not to mention the
constant stream of updates required
for smart devices. According to ASA, BEHIND THE SCENES
iN-Command users will eventually be
able to use a single app to manage just
about everything in their RV, except

The body control module is the heart of the system and
includes manual controls for essential components like
slideouts and awnings. Relays are common automotive

maybe the rec.Liner. plug-in components, and replacements are easily found at
The latest iIN-Command has a auto-parts stores. A complete wiring code is on the inside of

similar feel to previous-generation the removed cover. 9) iN-Command with Global Connect can

systems, using a wall-mounted interact with many more RV systems than earlier versions,

including Xantrex inverter-chargers, Zamp Solar chargers

central controller and a body control and Garnet SeeLevel Il holding-tank monitors.

module (BCM], typically located in a
compartment or cabinet. The system
requires special wiring throughout the RV for loads and RV-C be able to trace the component wiring from source to load

networking, so it is not available in the aftermarket. quickly. The company will soon be offering smart touch-
The convenience of being able to operate so much screen switch panels that can be programmed for various
from the app or main controller raises the question, what loads and button styles.
happens if something goes Many corporate partners have teamed up with ASA
wrong? The engineers Electronics to test the IN-Command interface. Garnet In-
ON THE GO at ASA came up with an struments, maker of SeelLevel Il holding-tank monitors, has
ingenious way of making interfaced its components to provide level information for up
The following new RVs sure the system remains to seven tanks. Xantrex power inverters can be controlled
;:)i{?ﬁ,{ﬁé?r;yr;;?:gmf: reliable by using common through the system. Dometic and Airxcel HVAC systems are
Global Connect. ASA reports automotive relays for the compatible, as are Maxxair and Fan-Tastic Vent roof fans.
that more models will be switching circuits. If one Other partners include BAL RV Products, Winegard, Equalizer
available with the control should fail while you're out ~ Systems, Surge Guard, Carefree of Colorado, Wesco and
system in the coming year. camping, a quick triptoan  Lithionics Battery.
B E e auto-pgrts store will yield . RVers who purchasg anew model equipped with the latest
Keystone: Alpine, Cougar, a plug-in replacement. Ad-  iN-Command system will receive a Global Connect account
Fuzion, Montana Legacy, ditionally, essential items and can log in if the BCM is within range of a local Wi-Fi
Raptor like slideouts and awnings ~ source or one is installed in the RV.
Redwood: All models can be controlled from the What's next? At this point, according to ASA, the sky's the
RV Factory: Luxe Gold, BCM in an emergency. limit. As companies continue to develop new app-accessible
b\;’iﬁigﬂta‘z;u&?nﬁiﬁﬂsler Wiring for the RV technologies, iN-Command with Global Connect will
ﬁﬁh—wheel; syl iN-Command follows a provide additional interfacing. @
trailers color-code profile set by oo
ASA so technicians will © ASA Electronics, www.asaelectronics.com/incommand-welcome
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Thanks to inherently quiet four-stroke engines
and superior technology, Honda generators
boast incredibly low decibel levels.

PORTABLE

Honda EU Series generators are made for true portability, from the
lightweight, easy-to-carry suitcase design to the compact design of
the EU7000 with wheeled transport kit.

RELIABLE

Honda has an unmatched reputation for reliable generators that
offer dependable starts and keep running year after year.

FUEL-EFFICIENT

Honda’s superior technology, with features such as Eco-Throttle,
means increased fuel efficiency and longer run times.
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What Can a PORTABLEHONDA GENERATOR Power?
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For optimum performance and safety, we recommend you read the owner’s manual before operating your Honda Power Equipment. ©2016 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. Connection of a generator
to house power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualified electrician. Spark arrestor approved by U.S. Forest Service for use in National Parks.

HONDA ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
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PHOTOS: FORD, GM AND RAM

- by Chris Hemer

Diesel Versus Gas

We ask experts and crunch numbers to see if a diesel is right for you

automotive history, few engines
een as polarizing as the diesel. Those who
iem, love them; those who don't, love to
hate them. Techies and engine nerds will cite the
diesel’s greater efficiency and longevity, while
the average driver who hasn’t driven a modern
diesel in the past 10 years or so might complain
that they're noisy, smelly and in some cases,
sooty. They're certainly not for everyone, but for
commercial truckers and RVers, they're still the
last word when it comes to pulling heavy loads.
Then again, gasoline engines have become
more powerful and efficient than at any time

GAS PAINS S
The extra $9,000 (a;.)p;oxima_te V) o]
= 2o rred t. ‘
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in history, with trucks like the EcoBoost-
equipped Ford F-150 posting tow ratings that
were possible only with a three-quarter-ton
truck a decade earlier. And where it was once
common to expect around 100,000 miles out
of a gasoline engine, it's not uncommon to get
200,000 or more out of one today, which may
make a diesel's greater longevity a moot point
for many people.

So the question is, do you really need a
diesel, or do you just want one? Will the extra
cost be a worthwhile investment or a waste of
money? That's what we aim to find out.

o




Cost Analysis
When considering a diesel, cost is

the primary consideration. Diesels
have always brought with them a
higher price tag, owing not only to

the heavier-duty components of the
engine itself but all the ancillary items
that go along with it. A high-pressure
injection pump, turbocharger/inter-
cooler, larger radiator and beefier
transmission have always been part
of the package, but the evolution of
the modern-day diesel has brought
with it substantial extra costs.

In the year 2000, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) adopted
new guidelines designed to reduce
emissions from on-road heavy-duty
trucks and buses by up to 95 percent
and cut the allowable levels of
sulfurin diesel fuel by 97 percent.
Beginning with the 2007 model year,
100 percent of on-road diesel trucks
required the use of a diesel partic-
ulate filter, and by the 2010 model
year, 100 percent would also require
NOx exhaust-control technology. As
a result, today’s trucks are not only
equipped with a camplex Selective
Catalytic Reduction
(SCR) exhaust after-
treatment system
but also must ingest
a nonstop supply of

7 |

Left and abo

L

M—liter Hemi engine makes a pretty Qﬁ"ong case for gasoline

diesel exhaust fluid (DEF), a solution
of 32.5 percent urea and 67.5 percent
deionized water, to break down NOx
emissions into harmless nitrogen
and water.

While many lamented the higher
costs (not to mention hassle) of the
DEF equation, the addition of the
fluid typically results in higher fuel
economy, so depending on the ap-
plication and driving habits, DEF can
actually save money, or at least not
add to operational expenses.

In an article published in August
2011 on Truckinglnfo.com, fleet
managers were quizzed about DEF
consumption and related costs.
They found that 2 to 3 gallons were
consumed for every 100 gallons of
diesel fuel, but there was also a
10 to 11 percent fuel-economy im-
provement running identical routes,
comparing their then-new SCR
units to "09 or older models. This
is, of course, information derived
from trucking fleets, but it is a good
indication of DEF use and related
expenses in RV applications.

'

power in a medium-to-light-heavyweight application. With 410 horsepower and 429
LB-FT of torque, it can tow up to 16,320 pounds. Above right: It could be argued that the
addition of a Cummins engine to a Dodge truck in 1988 started the diesel horsepower
. race.Today, the High Output version of the engine is capable of 385 horsepower and
9%0 LB-FT of torque when paired with the Aisin six-speed automatic transmission.
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DIESEL VERSUS GAS

“Emission and CO; legislation do drive costs
higher,” concedes Michael Pruitt, chief program
engineer for Ford Super Duty. “But they also
contribute to improvements that customers
appreciate, such as better fuel economy, no
smoke, minimal odor from exhaust, improved
quietness and better performance.”

“After-treatment systems, higher-pressure
pumps and material cost increases all play a
role [in overall cost],” agrees Rod Romain, head
of 2500/3500 Engineering for Ram trucks. “Also,
with greater capabilities come larger transmis-
sions, frames, brakes and drivelines with higher
capacities,” he adds. “When we launched the
1988 Ram truck with a Cummins engine, it had
400 LB-FT of torque. We are now at 930 Ls-FT and
offer 7,390 pounds of payload.”

With all of this in mind, it’s not hard to see
why a 6.7-liter Cummins engine option runs
$9,200, while the Power Stroke will set owners
back $9,120, and a GM Duramax adds $10,585
at the time of this writing.

Then there are other considerations that
diesel ownership brings. Scheduled maintenance
will be costlier, as the 6.7-liter Cummins holds
12 quarts of oil, while the 5.7-liter and 6.4-liter
Hemi gas engines take 7 quarts. The 6.7-liter
Power Stroke requires 13 quarts, while the
6.2-liter gas V-8 uses 7 quarts as well. There
may be added costs associated with fuel filters
and water separators, and over the past several
years diesel fuel has been marginally more
expensive than regular. As of this writing, the
national average cost of regular gas was $2.833

Above and right: Ford's

new 3.0-liter Power Stroke
diesel engine produces 250
horsepower and 440 LB-FT of
torque. It should be available
by the time you read this.
The 3.0-liter Power Stroke
diesel-powered F-150 could
be an ideal solution for those
who want sedan-like fuel
economy and the ability

to tow on weekends.
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@ Ram is the only remaining
manufacturer to offer both a
manual and automatic trans-
mission in the heavy-duty

per gallon, while diesel was $3.216. diesel pickup segment.

Considering that heavy-duty trucks are
not required to post fuel-economy ratings,
comparing mileage figures against an available gas engine isn't so cut
and dried. “It depends on the usage profile,” Pruitt says. “Light-duty
usage may see a 15 to 25 percent improvement, while heavy towing ap-
plications can see one-and-a-half to two times the mileage with a diesel.
Cost of ownership is very dependent on the vehicle usage. Fleet buyers in
particular are very specific with cost-of-ownership calculations for their
usage and will purchase the lowest overall costing vehicle, considering
the initial cost, fuel, maintenance and expected life of the vehicle. The
more a customer tows and the higher rate of mileage accumulation,
the stronger the business case for diesel,” Pruitt says.

“Always consider your use and length of ownership,” Romain adds.
“In some cases, the weight you haul will require a Ram 2500 or 3500 HD
with a Cummins 6.7-liter. If not, the 6.4-liter Hemi is a great option and
reduces upfront costs. Each owner has a different need, and it’s up to
them to crunch numbers.”

To wit: The Ram 2500 with the larger 6.4-liter Hemi gas engine can
tow up to 16,320 pounds, while the same truck with the 6.7-liter Cummins
tows 17,980 pounds, a difference of just 1,660 pounds. So in the case of a
trailer that weighs between 10,000 and 15,000 pounds, it may not make
sense from a budget standpoint to spend the extra money on a diesel.

“It's harder to quantify in monetary terms the towing confidence of
a diesel,” Pruitt reasons. “Especially for many RVers, vacation is not the
time to wish you had purchased a diesel.”

Indeed, while a gas engine may have similar tow ratings to a diesel
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JEL.
MORE FREEDOM.

Long distances, harsh elements, and fluctuating fuel prices g
are just some of the challenges you and your truck face. Be |
ready with a range-maximizing fuel tank system from Transfer K- 2
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Flow. Tap every last ounce of your truck’s towing and hauling IN-BED AUXILIARY FUEL TANKS
capabilities with an in-bed auxiliary fuel tank, toolbox and fuel

tank combo, or larger replacement fuel tank.

When your truck can tow a 22,000 Ib. trailer across the country
without breaking a sweat, don't compromise the performance or
quality of your fuel system with a lightweight plastic container.

Transfer Flow fuel tanks are manufactured from American-made
aluminized steel and aluminum diamond plate.

TOOLBOX AND

Spend less time at the pump, and more time on the road! FUEL TANK COMBOS

To find the fuel tank that best fits your needs, or to locate an
authorized installer of Transfer Flow fuel tanks near you,
call or visit our website at transferflow.com.

f¥ TRANSFER FLOW, INC. g
~ The Leader in Aftermarket Fuel Tank Systems ™ == = —

We Fuel Your Adventures.” i1 —

LARGER REPLACEMENT FUEL TANKS USA
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DIESEL VERSUS GAS

in a given truck, there’s little doubt
that the diesel will be able to pull a
load with far less effort. So if you're
considering a trailer that's approach-
ing 16,000 pounds, it may make more
sense to go overkill with a diesel than
to overtax a gas engine. “We find that,
due to demands, you're either a diesel
customer or a gas customer,” Pruitt
says. “We see very little movement
from one to the other.”

Half-Ton Haulers
The addition of a diesel-engine option
in the half-ton segment adds a new

wrinkle to the diesel-versus-gas debate.

As of the 2017 model year, Ram'’s
3.0-liter V-6 EcoDiesel option cost more
than a standard Hemi yet towed less

in an apples-to-apples comparison.
Ford’s 3.0-liter Power Stroke V-6 (which
should be available by the time you
read this) and GM'’s upcoming 3.0-liter

PEACE & QUIET
HAS NEVER
BEEN THIS
EASY.

Energizer

eZVG UORY 31:0%9

3,200W STARTING
B

)

2,800 RUNNING

Bigger means better - our 208cc engine
powers your air conditioner.

Snuggle up - start your generator from the
comfort of your RV with the wireless remote.

No adapters needed - connect to your RV
directly with the integrated TT-30 RV outlet.

Available now with Free Shipping

www.energizergenerators.com | 1.877.528.3772
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inline won't be able to eclipse their top
gasoline tow ratings, either.

So what is the thinking here? In a
word, versatility. It is widely known that
the F-150 is the best-selling vehicle in
America, and that a half-ton crew-cab
pickup makes the most sense when you
want a vehicle that can do it all. The one
thing it lacks, however, is fuel economy.
Indeed, new technologies, taller
gear ratios and reduced weight have
given half-ton trucks respectable fuel
economy, but it pales in comparison to
even the largest sedan. The six-cylinder
diesel aims to correct that disparity, or
at least make a sizable dent in it.

The 2017 Ram EcoDiesel, the only
half-ton diesel engine we can reference
at press time, gets an EPA-estimated
20 mpo/city and 27 mpe/highway in a 2WD
1500 Ram, compared to 17 mpo/city,

22 mpe/highway for the popular 5.7-liter
Hemi. Ford claims its 3.0-liter Power
Stroke will return 30 Mpe/highway, and
there’s little doubt that GM'’s entrant will
produce a similar figure. For those who
use their truck primarily as a commuter
or family vehicle and tow a travel trailer
during the warmer months, this new
breed of half-tons starts to make sense.

For the emotional buyers among
us, nothing will ever beat the security
that comes with owning a diesel. Their
heavy-duty nature and ability to haul
heavy loads with minimal effort will
always make them attractive to some
buyers, regardless of the extra cost or
intended use. But for the more pragmatic
among us, a gasoline engine may make
more sense, particularly if frequent,
heavy hauling isn't in your future. In any
case, it always makes sense to crunch
numbers on the truck models you're
considering to see what's right for you.

A LONG, HAPPY LIFE

Why do diesels have such a legendary rep-
utation for longevity? With their anticipated
heavy use and compression ratios that can

be twice that of a gasoline engine, they must
use stronger components, including the block,
crank, rods, pistons and cylinder heads. These
components typically double the weight of the
best available gasoline engine. The other rea-
son is engine speed. Turning roughly half the
RrPM of a gasoline engine for a given scenario,
internal wear is greatly reduced.
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866-9-RV-CENTER | RV.com/TrailerLife

WE ARE AMERICA’S #1 RV DEALER!"

*Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not
applicable in AR, CA, FL, GA, LA, MS, OH, OK, OR, TX, TN, WA, or UT). Inventory and floorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New
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SOUTHERN
VERMONT

Overflowing with history, Bennington and the surrounding
area converge In a kaleidoscope of charming villages, covered
bridges, mountain forests, hiking trails and a battle monument

- by Kenneth W. Dahse
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ermont, known as the

Green Mountain State, has
a population of 627,000 and is
one of the most rural states in
the country. It is painted with pic-
turesque 19th-century villages,
mountain forests, lush farmland
and historic sites. One of the
most popular places to visit is
the Bennington area.

Considered the gateway to
southern Vermont and all it has to
offer, Bennington has a population
of just 15,450 people yet is one
of the state’s 10 largest cities.
Nearby is the Green Mountain
National Forest, home to black
bears, deer, coyotes and eagles,
along with hiking trails and
scenic overlooks. The region has
commercial campgrounds with
full amenities as well as more
rustic public campgrounds, which
serves to make southern Vermont
a prime camping destination.



PHOTOS: KENNETH W. DAHSE AND ADOBE STOCK

WOODFORD STATE PARK
Just east of Bennington is one
of our favorite campgrounds,
Woodford State Park, which sits
atop a forested mountain plateau
off State Route 9. At 2,400 feet,
the campground has the highest
elevation of any park in Vermont.
It surrounds 23-acre Adams
Reservoir, which has a beach,
plus rowboat, canoe and kayak
rentals, as well as hiking trails.
Woodford State Park borders
the Green Mountain National
Forest and the George D. Aiken
Wilderness area.

Although lacking full
hookups, the campground has
the basic RV necessities, is
quiet and off the beaten path,
and yet is still in close proximity
to Bennington and other at-
tractions. After enjoying the
campground for a day or so,
exploration always calls to us.

PICTURE PERFECT

Lake Paran in North Bennington
offers stunning beauty, swimming,
fishing and boating. The Robert
Frost Trail along the north shore
climbs to allow sweeping views.

BENNINGTON

HISTORIC DISTRICT

When entering the village of Old
Bennington, besides the lovely
historic homes, an impressive
sight is the First Congregational
Church. The original meeting
house was built in 1763, and
much of Vermont’s early history
took place here. The present
structure was completed in 1806
and dedicated by the state legisla-
ture in 1935 as Vermont's Colonial
Shrine. This New England-style
church is imbued with country
grandeur and still in use today.

The adjacent Bennington
Centre Cemetery contains the
graves of 75 Revolutionary War
patriots along with British and
Hessian soldiers killed in the
Battle of Bennington. It, too,
received a dedication by the
legislature as Vermont's Sacred
Acre. Walking through these
hallowed grounds pulled on our
emotions with the realization that
our independence and freedom
were paid for with the blood and
lives of these people. Also resting
here is the famous American poet
Robert Frost.

The nearby Bennington Battle
Monument commemorates the
1777 Battle of Bennington where
Revolutionary War General John
Stark and the Green Mountain
Boys defeated the British red-
coats. Rising 306 feet into the
heavens, this stone obelisk
provides an impressive multistate
panorama after an elevator ride
to the top.

At the monument’s gift shop
and visitor center, maps of the city
can be obtained for walkabouts and
directions to Bennington’s three
covered bridges — Silk, Paper Mill
and Henry — all located just off
State Route 67A. My wife, Linda,
and | are aficionados of covered
bridges, and in southern Vermont
they dot the countryside like
monuments to a simpler era.

For the ultimate in
excitement, try tandem
skydiving with Green Mountain
Skydiving at Bennington's
William Morse State Airport.

SKYLINE DRIVE

Traveling north of Bennington
on historic State Route 7A or

7 takes you to Mount Equinox
Skyline Drive. This 5.2-mile

Top: The Townshend
Church, built in 1790
and listed on the
National Register

of Historic Places,
stands stoically

on the commons.
Above: A Victorian-
style farmhouse
epitomizes the
charm and simplicity
of rural Vermont.

road is the longest privately owned paved toll road

in the United States. Vistas and picnic areas along
the way offer impressive views of southern Vermont
and the Battenkill River that meanders through
towns, farms and woodlands below. At the 3,848-foot
summit, temperatures are usually 10 degrees cooler

than in the valley.

The road leads to the highest peak in the Taconic
Range, and from the decks of the St. Bruno Scenic
Viewing Center, a 360-degree panorama unfolds
like a colorful quilt created by Mother Nature. On a
clear day, you can see five mountain ranges in four
states: the Taconic and Green mountains of Vermont,
the Whites of New Hampshire, the Adirondacks of

MORE ONLINE: TO READ THE AUTHOR'S TAKE ON VERMONT'S

B CAPITAL, SEARCH FOR “MONTPELIER” ON WWW.TRAILERLIFE.COM.
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New York and the Berkshires of Mas-
sachusetts. The center’s videos depict
the history of Equinox Mountain and
the still-active Carthusian Monastery,
which owns the mountain and toll road.

GREAT AMERICAN STORY
A short drive from Equinox Mountain is
Manchester and Hildene, the historic
summer home of Robert Todd Lincoln,
son of Abraham and Mary Todd Lin-
coln. Bornin a log cabin, Abraham
Lincoln rose from his humble
beginnings to become president and
lead the nation through the Civil War.
Robert Todd Lincoln chose
business over politics, becoming
president and chairman of the
Pullman Car Company, maker of
iconic railroad cars and one of the
largest manufacturing companies in
the early 20th century. He built his
8,000-square-foot Georgian Revival
mansion in 1905 and used it as a
summer home. Now open to the
public, it's an impressive structure
with 24 rooms and eight bathrooms.
Robert Todd Lincoln died in
this home in 1926. Descendants of

— PLANNING YOUR TRIP

Located on a mountain plateau about 8 miles east of Bennington,
Woodford State Park makes an ideal base camp for day trips
throughout southern Vermont. Townshend, about 52 miles north-
east of Bennington, is worth the drive to visit the beautiful old
church and covered bridge. Thirty-three miles north of Bennington

President Lincoln lived in the house
until 1975. Many family mementos are
on display throughout the mansion.
The immense estate has colorful
gardens, a farm and a Pullman
railroad car built in 1888 that was used
by Theodore Roosevelt in his 1912 Bull
Moose presidential campaign.

Entrance fees are steep at $23 for
adults and $6 for youth (children under
six are free), but discounts are offered
to adults who return for a second day.
Self-guided tours are included, though
guided ones of the mansion have an
additional fee. Twelve miles of walking
trails grace the estate.

OUTLET SHOPS AND FAMILY FUN
Beyond Hildene, gentrified and
beautiful Manchester includes fine
stores, cafés, restaurants, inns and

40 brand-name outlet stores such as
Giorgio Armani, Ralph Lauren, J.Crew
Factory and Orvis, to name a few.
Covered bridge, fall foliage and Revolu-
tionary War tours can be booked here
through Backroad Discovery Tours.

If you are traveling with children or
are a kid at heart, the nearby Bromley
Mountain Adven-
ture Park in Peru
is worth a visit.

A compact park
with an alpine
slide, four zip

is Peru, a town with activities everyone in the family can enjoy,
from an adventure park to a ski area. About 40 miles east in the
Connecticut River Valley, Brattleboro is a small town with lots to
do. Breweries, bakeries, musetims, galleries and antiques shops
abound, and beautifal hiking trails rin along the West River.
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NEW YORK

NEW HAMPSHIRE

SOUTHERN VERMONT
BASE CAMPS

BENNINGTON

Greenwood Lodge and Campsites

has RV sites with water and electric
hookups (20-, 30- and 50-amp), free hot
showers and heated bathrooms. Open
mid-May through late October.
www.campvermont.com/greenwood

POWNAL

A Good Sam Park, Pine Hollow Camp-
ground can accommodate large rigs and
has pull-through and full-hookup sites.
Open mid-May through mid-October.
www.pinehollowcamping.com

WOODFORD

Woodford State Park offers 76 campsites
(no hookups) and has coin-operated hot
showers and flush toilets. Open Memorial
Day through Columbus Day weekends.
www.vtstateparks.com

To find more RV parks and public camp-
grounds in southern Vermont and across
North America, use the Find a Campground
search tool on the Good Sam Club website.
www.goodsam.com




lines, aerial bridges, the Big Splash
water ride and other attractions make
for hours of fun. Chairlift rides to the
summit and mountain bike opportuni-
ties add to its allure.

TASTE OF VERMONT

Southeast of Peru on Route 30 is
Townshend, a quintessential New
England town. Chartered in 1753, it is
named after British politician Charles
Townshend, whose tax initiatives inten-
sified hostilities that eventually led to the
American Revolution. Many of the original
farms in the area still dot the lush coun-
tryside like sentinels of simplicity.

The town green, lake, antiques
stores, and Lawrence’s Smoke Shop and
Country Store are attractions all on their
own. The Smoke Shop offers a true taste
of Vermont with a variety of smoked
meats, cheeses and maple syrup, plus
clothing and sundries. It's a great place
to stock up for a campground feast.

Townshend is also known as the
setting for Chevy Chase’s comedic film
Funny Farm about a writer who moves
to the country for solitude but instead
finds constant distractions.

Townshend State Park has a small
rustic campground, lake, beach and
hiking trails. The campground is not
recommended for large RVs as there
are steep and tight roads that are hard
to navigate.

Two of our favorite sites are the
beautiful Townshend United Church
of Christ in the town commons and the
Scott Covered Bridge just north of the
commons on Route 30. Built in 1870,
it extends 277 feet across the West
River. Listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, it recently went through
a $2.35 million renovation that restored
it for pedestrian and bicycle use but not
motorized vehicles.

HUNDRED-MILE VIEW

Farther south, on Route 9, the Molly
Stark Byway, which runs west to east
from Bennington to Brattleboro, is
Hogback Mountain Scenic Overlook,
known for its 100-mile view. A ski area
that closed in 1986, the site was saved

POWE
YOUR
AWNII

A

18V POWER

S lera,

by @ Lippert Components’

* Save 1-2 hours of additional installation expense as there is no need to wire
this directly in to your RV’s power supply

¢ Waterproof switch offers easy, push-button operation

* Auto rain dump feature activates when rain water pools in the canopy,
automatically lifting the awning arms to release the pooled water

* Operates 22-25 times before needing a simple plug-in recharge

* Exclusive, quick and simple independent pitch adjustment for relief from the
sun at any point in the day

* Faster extend and retract time
¢ Easy DIY installation; no internal wiring needed to the RV’s main power source

» Easy access manual override, an industry first! In case of power failure, simply
use a power drill to extend or retract your awning in case of power failure

o NEW! Universal Solera 18V Power Hardware option allows for an easy
UPGRADE on Dometic® (A&E) and Carefree™* manual or power awnings

AC ADAPTE
TO ANY 110V O

Our Universal Hardware option fits standard Solera, Dometic® and Carefree™”
patio awning roller assemblies making Solera the universal easy choice! See the
For more information on Solera Universal products, visit Ici1.com/solera-universal

*Dometic® is a registered mark and logo owned by Dometic Sweden and A&E is a mark used by Dometic Group.
**Carefree™ and the Carefree logo are a mark and logo used by Carefree of Colorado, member of The Scott Fetzer Co.

0DO0OE

lippertcomponents.com

/\ WARNING: This product can expose you to chemicals including DEHP and other Phthalates, which are
known to the State of California to cause cancer and birth defects or other reproductive harm. For more
information, go to www.P65Warnings.ca.gov. Wash hands following installation or before eating.
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YOU REFINANCE BY S

2018

S
K o

Now is a great time to refinance your current RV loan to lower your monthly payments!
You can also finance a 2007 model year or newer RV when you purchase from a dealer

or a private party seller.

APPLY TODAY TOLOCK | '™,
IN YOUR RATE! oozt

[ RECREATIONAL USE APRs* AS LOW AS | \ /_

4.84% | 5.94% | 6.14%

on loan amounts on loan amounts of on loan amounts of
of $50k+ $25k to $49999 s15k to $24,999

APRis fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate as of June 21, 2018.
See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and loan amounts below $15,000. )

mention priority code 580

1-800-444-1476 ‘GoodSamRVLoans.com/SSO

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate) based on 7 year loan term; individual rate may vary by loan amount,
loan term, vehicle use, model year and type of RV. Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit
approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions
and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APRin effect on the date the application
is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan s approved. Full-Timers do not qualify for this offer; see website
for Full-Timer rates and terms. RV must be 2007 model year or newer; for RV model year 2007 to 2008, add .25%
to above rates. Maximum loan term is based on loan amount. Maximum loan amount is calculated using an
advance percentage determined by FICO score. For RV, collateral value established using NADA wholesale value
g/vithout adds) including mileage adjustment (+/-); multiplied by 110%. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A

55,000 loan for 7 years with an APR of 4.84% has 84 monthly payments of $773.24 each.

**Minimum FICO Score of 740 required. FICO scores below 740 or for loan amounts more than $50,000, a down
payment will be required. See website for details..

tProcessing fee of $399 waived for refinance applications submitted by September 30, 2018. Official fees such as
state title, state registration, FL doc stamp fee and/or UCC filing fees will apply.

Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. Member FDIC.
Doing business in South Dakota as Bank of the West California. NMLS ID #19T16.

GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized
use of any of GSE, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GRL55157 - 0618

@ EQUAL HOUSING LENDER ©2018 Good Sam Finance Center.
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The 306-foot Bennington Battle Monument
towers above a statue honoring Revolutionary
War colonel and Vermonter Seth Warner.

by the efforts of local residents and is
now preserved as part of the Vermont
Land Trust.

Hogback Mountain is open year-
round for hiking, snowshoeing and
cross-country skiing. The expansive
view takes in the forested mountains
of Vermont, Massachusetts and New
Hampshire. The gift shop at the scenic
overview, in operation since 1936, sells
Vermont cheese and maple syrup.

Afar cry from the stereotypical
quaintness of rural Vermont is nearby
Mount Snow, an extensive four-season
ski resort with numerous dining choices,
a scenic chairlift to the summit, downhill
mountain-bike trails, seasonal festivals
and an 18-hole championship golf
course with beautiful mountain views.

After long days of exploring, we
enjoy returning to the simplicity of
camp for peaceful evenings in front
of a crackling fire. There we can relive
what we saw and discuss our next day’s
adventure. We always look forward to
our trips to Bennington, the gateway
to the beauty of southern Vermont. m

Old-Fashioned Fun: The town of Peru
hosts its annual country fair on September 22
this year with pony rides, clowns, cloggers,
music, crafts, Vermont fare and baked goods.



- by Chris Dougherty and Bob Livingston

PLUG-IN

5-STAR TUNING'S POWER ENHANCEMENT FOR GAS ENGINES
LIGHTS UP THE TOWING EXPERIENCE

Traveling to places like the
Sierra, Olympic, Cascade,
Rocky, Appalachian, Adirondack,
Berkshire, and Green and White
mountains can test the mettle of
any gas-powered truck towing

a sizable trailer or fifth-wheel.
RVers are always on a quest for
more power, but the high cost

of trucks these days makes it
paramount to consider modifi-

issues. While RVers want to get
up the grades first, doing so may
require engine tweaking, which
can get expensive. Adding a
power tuner from the gasoline-
engine experts at 5-Star Tuning,

a company in Florence, South
Carolina, requires almost no
physical work, doesn’t cost an
arm and a leg, and can get the
ponies galloping.

To delve deeper into how

Ready, set, RV! 1) Here's something you don't see every day: RVs on a drag strip.
Among the gas engines tested, the Ford F-150 with the 3.5-liter EcoBoost engine

showed the most improvements with the 5-Star Tuning programming. Towing a toy

hauler on the strip, the F-150's time was cut from 13.64 to 11.85 seconds, and speed

went from 51.49 to 59.11 MPH. 3) The loaded test trailer and truck, a 2012 F-350 with

the 6.7-liter diesel, had a combined weight of 19,200 pounds. When tuned for daily
towing, the combo crossed the %-mile sensor in 13.02 seconds at 53.07 MPH. Long-

term testing showed improved performance accelerating to highway speed and no
trouble maintaining speed on steep grades.

cations that will not damage the
powertrain or create warranty

PHOTOS: CHRIS DOUGHERTY
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The F-350 diesel test truck was
strapped down and hooked up to 5-Star
Tuning'’s Dynocom chassis dynamometer.
Electric fans were placed in front to facil-
itate engine cooling. The building is large
enough for a truck and trailer to drive
through. 5) The operator sits in the truck
with a remote control for the Dynocom in-
terface. The vehicle is tested three times
for each session to ensure the readings
are stable and accurate. One test with
readings way off the mark would indicate
an error or problem with the system.

The nGauge programmer is an ad-
vanced tuner and powertrain monitoring
system that can be mounted to the
windshield or built into the dashboard.

The SCT X4 PowerFlash unit was our
choice for the diesel. Similar to the
nGauge in performance, the X& uses Wi-Fi
for reporting and updating. Connecting
directly to a computer allows the user to
add programming from 5-Star.

it works its magic on modern engines, the company performed after installing a designated tuner (see
leased out a drag strip for a day to show how four “Power Stroke Performance” on page 77).

different gas-powered trucks performed towing trailers Improving horsepower and torque can be compli-
with and without programming. As a bonus, we added cated, considering modern vehicles are equipped with
our test truck, a diesel-powered Ford F-350, and our sophisticated electronics and emissions equipment,
loaded travel trailer to the mix to see how the diesel and fiddling with precise specifications can wreak

The Ford F-150 3.5-liter EcoBoost saw a 3218 percent increase in torque from stock and a horsepower improvement of 49.27 percent
after tuning. The F-350 6.7-liter diesel also saw significant improvement over stock. Torque moved up to a significant 785.1 LB-FT

from 702.7 LB-FT, and horsepower increased from 315.5 to 351.0.

A[RPHMx1000)
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havoc on the road. Flashing, or reprogramming,
diesel-engine computers is a proven method of
adding desirable power, but not all providers have
moved into the gasoline-engine space.

Truck manufacturers are in a never-ending
contest to build the most powerful engines that
will give their vehicles the towing-capacity crown.
One way to get there is to reprogram the engine’s
computer software. The folks at 5-Star Tuning know
the engineering limits of the engine, transmission
and other truck components, and develop exacting
changes to the programming to maximize the
efficiency of the powertrain.

The company, which develops the software pro-
gramming for many of the most popular tuners on
the market, also markets directly to the public. The
programming is the culmination of many years of
testing, and much of that information is packed into
5-Star Tuning'’s proprietary products for gasoline
and diesel engines.

5-Star’s headquarters is a two-building complex
in the heart of auto-racing country. One building
houses offices and a shop, and the other is a cus-
tom-built dynamometer facility where the real magic
happens. It's here where the company’s engineers
take the relevant information and design tuning
specifications that increase the engine’s horsepower
and torque. Part of the strategy is to calibrate torque
converter lockup, transmission shift points and air/
fuel mixture. The improvements are very credible.

Our “track day” pitted four half-ton gas-powered
pickups (three Ford F-150s and a Chevy 1500) and
the aforementioned 2012 Ford F-350 stock diesel
against each other, towing trailers, at Pageland
Dragway in Jefferson, South Carolina. For this
article, we concentrated on the performance of a
2018 F-150 with an EcoBoost 2.7-liter engine and a
2017 F-150 3.5-liter version of the same powerplant.

© POWER STROKE PERFORMANCE

lthough we concentrated

on the EcoBoost-powered
F-150 and recorded substan-
tial horsepower and torque
improvements with the 5-Star
tuners, the company also
gets accolades for boosting
the performance of the Ford
Power Stroke diesel in Super
Duty trucks. The test truck
performed fairly well out
of the box, but mileage had
suffered over the years. The
idea was to inject new spirit
into the Ford diesel and hope
for better fuel economy, since
the power-to-weight ratio was
improved dramatically after
the engine was recalibrated.

We submitted the 2012
F-350 4x4 with the 6.7-liter
Power Stroke to 5-Star’s
tuning and dyno testing.

The F-350's powertrain was
completely stock. We weighed
the truck and trailer before
heading over to 5-Star, and
the combination tipped

the scales at around 19,200
pounds, as it was loaded for
extended travel.

At full weight with stock
programming, the F-350 did
the % mile in 14.26 seconds
at 50.51 MPH. After tuning
for daily towing, the combo
crossed the Ys-mile sensor in
13.02 seconds at 53.07 MPH.
That relates to roughly a 5

percent increase. In long-
distance testing, fuel econo-
my improved 1to 2 mPG while
towing on the highway when
repeating most of the earlier
travel route.

The programming was
accomplished using the SCT
X& Power Flash unit with three
custom tuning choices: Daily
Towing, Performance (no tow-
ing) and Transmission Only.
The loaded programmer has
an MSRP of $449.95. Like the
nGauge used on the F-150, this
tuner has multiple options
and readouts, and is Wi-Fi
connectible and updatable.

After the track test, the
F-350 was run on the dyno
with the trailer still at-
tached, which was merely
for convenience but work-
able with 5-Star’s sizable
drive-through bay. Marked
post-tuning improvements in
both horsepower and torque
were recorded with this truck.
Horsepower went from 315.5
to 351.0, and torque increased
to a significant 785.1 LB-FT
from 702.7 LB.-FT. While the
EcoBoost had more actual
horsepower than the Super
Duty at 441 horsepower,
torque was only 471.5 LB-FT,

a clear indication of the
difference between a gas
and diesel engine.

The 5-Star programming device plugs in to the vehicle’s OBD-II port and can be left connected so it acts as a customizable digital-gauge

readout.
will immediately create charts showing vehicle performance.
he uses while running the tests from inside the truck.

The dynamometer control station shows all the vehicle data in real time and records the numbers for later analysis. The computer
A 5-Star Tuning technician shows the hand control for the dynamometer that
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PLUG-IN (HORSE) POWER

These engines are serious power-
generating machines based on a
six-cylinder aluminum block. Note
that these gas trucks had some
hardware modifications, like Banks
air-intake systems, which increased
the baseline numbers from stock a bit,
but the tuning comparisons tell the
real story.

The F-150s were chosen because
they were equipped with 10-speed

transmissions and performed better
than the Ford 5.0-liter and the Chevy
5.3-liter V-8s right out of the box

— although they did see marked im-
provement tuned over stock.

The 2018 2.7-liter EcoBoost is
factory rated for 325 horsepower at
5,750 rpM and 375 LB-FT of torque at
3,000 rPM. The 2017 3.5-liter EcoBoost
delivers 375 horsepower at 5,000 rpM
and 470 LB-F1 of torque at 2,500 rrMm.

rRrel_ureve

WDH with Adjustable Sway Control

* No need to grease bars
« Easier hook-up
* Quiet operation

Top-loading spring
bars. Simply drop in.

Weight Distribution

Just Got Better

B

Recurve today!

WDH

NEW!

Universal Brackets
4-Way Mounting Option

ELLAs

Adjustable frame placement and
compatible with both top and
bottom mount couplers.

Ask your RV dealer about

At the drag strip, conditions
were identical for every run. Time
and speed — stock and tuned —
were recorded on the "s-mile track
in the same manner as for vehicles
competing at an NHRA drag-race
event. In the end, the strongest gas
truck, the F-150 with the 3.5-liter
engine and the diesel truck were
taken back to the shop and put on the
dyno for two sets of tests, one in stock
form and one with the 5-Star Tuning
calibrations.

The F-150, a four-wheel-drive
model, was paired with a Forest River
Vengeance toy hauler that weighed
8,620 pounds. The truck had a Banks
cold-air intake and cat-back exhaust
upgrade. On the track, in stock tune,
the truck and trailer did the & mile
in 13.64 seconds at 51.49 mpH. The
same truck and trailer, after tuning,
ran the distance in 11.85 seconds at
59.11 MpH, a notable improvement in
time and speed.

When we returned to the shop,
we put this truck on the dyno to
record power curves, and measure
horsepower and torque gains. The
goal was to establish percentages
of gain when the tuner was in place.
The dyno shop at 5-Star Tuning is
a top-shelf facility, with dynamom-
eter rollers built into the floor of a
truck-size drive-through bay. It's even
possible to dyno a truck with a trailer
attached, as we demonstrated with
the F-350 diesel.

Each dyno test consisted of three
runs where the truck was acceler-
ated to highway speeds to get peak
horsepower and torque measure-
ments. The computer reads the data
from the engine and the dyno, and
reports the results in both digital
charts and graphs. Three runs for
each test were necessary to make
sure there aren’t any wild swings
or anomalies.

The 3.5-liter EcoBoost tested stock
(with the intake and cat-back exhaust)

Camco, Inc., Circle 107 on Reader Service Card

N
-]

at 299.8 horsepower at 6,100 rPM and
356.7 LB-FT of torque at 4,050 rpM. This
is @ marked drop from Ford’s published
numbers, even with the hardware
improvements. After reprogramming

121 Landmark Drive
Greensboro, NC 27409
800-334-2004 / www.camco.net

/camco/
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The folks at 5-Star Tuning

know the limits of truck components and develop exacting changes
to the programming to maximize the efficiency of the powertrain.

the onboard computer with the per-
formance tuning, the truck produced

a whopping 447.5 horsepower at 6,100
RPM, @ 49.27 percent increase from
stock, and 471.5 LB-F1 of torque at 4,050
RPM, an improvement of 32.18 percent.
The tuner programming remains
within the engineering limits of the
engine and meets federal emissions
standards, according to 5-Star Tuning,
noting that tuners are not legal in
California for on-highway vehicles.

To program the F-150, he company
used an nGauge programmer from
HP Tuners ($679.95), which has a
digital touchscreen device that can
be mounted to the windshield using
a suction-cup bracket or installed
directly in the dash, if there’s room.
The tuner plugs into the OBD-II
port under the dash and can stay
connected or be removed after
tuning. If left connected, it becomes
a user-configurable digital infor-
mation center and can display up to
eight gauges at a time, picking from
literally hundreds of OBD-II signals.
The device has built-in diagnostics
and can display engine codes to
warn the driver of an issue. It is also
capable of data logging, using a
micro-SD-card slot, which is useful
for intermittent trouble codes.

5-Star Tuning frequently offers
multiple tunes for each vehicle,
customized for improved towing,
performance and, sometimes,
fuel economy. In this case, the
programmer is loaded with 87-Octane
Performance/Tow, 93-Octane Per—
formance/Tow and 93-Octane Per—
formance selections. The company
also offers a flurry of fuel-economy
tunes and transmission-only tunes
for the 2017 F-150 with the EcoBoost
engine.

Choosing a brand and model of
tuner from 5-Star revolves around
features and vehicle compatibility.
The range of tuners is fairly large,
starting with a basic programmer with
no adjustments and going up to those

with full-vehicle computer interfaces.

The programming files in each unit
are provided and designed by 5-Star
Tuning, and the company’s expertise
supports a strong customer-service
experience.

Getting the most horsepower and

torque from an engine is almost a rite
of passage for truck owners. Those
who prefer a lighter truck powered

by a gasoline engine no longer have
to envy the performance gains that
were once reserved for diesels.
5-Star Tuning enhances the driving
experience, especially during hill
climbs.

© 5-Star Tuning, www.5startuning.com

Is Your Fender
Skirt Flapping In
The Wind?

Replace I !

™

Expert help to get the correct part the first time
1-888-362-4266

www.lcondirect.com
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LW e M Zuh’ / The Good Sam Rewards Visa® was designed to reward outdoor enthusiasts on their
adventures - from loading up on camping, outdoor and boating gear, gas to get to your destination, campground
stays and everything along the way.

FOR EVERY $1SPENT'
REWARDS POINTS REWARDS POINTS REWARDS POINT
For every $lspent on purchases i For every $l spent at any gas station For every Sl spent everywhere
at our family of brands i and private campgrounds across the else Visa® is accepted
= CAMPING U.S. and Canada’ ’
QURS canper

verton‘s (ﬂéﬁsE ﬁ A Ir? D

REDEMPTIONS START AS LOW AS 1,500 POINTS

Redeem points for cash back as a statement credit, Good Sam memberships, restaurant, retail and gas gift cards and more.

Visit a Camping World or Gander Outdoors to Apply! Not Near a Store?

Call: 1-844-271-2591 Click: GoodSam.com/CreditCard
TDD/TTY 1-888-819-1918

ALREADY HAVE THIS CARD? No need to re-apply. Your new benefits automatically rollover!

' Offer subject to credit approval. This rewards program is provided by Comenity Capital Bank and its terms may be changed or discontinued at any time. For Full Rewards Terms and
Conditions, please see www.comenity.net/goodsamrewards. © 2018 CWI, Inc. & Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. CAMPING WORLD and the CAMPING WORLD Mountain Logo are registered trademarks of
CWI, Inc. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.

?Each merchant is assigned a code by a third party that indicates the merchant’s area of business. Gas stations and private campground points will only be awarded if the merchant code for the
purchase matches a category eligible for the offer. Comenity Capital Bank does not have the ability to control assignment of merchant codes.

The Good Sam | Camping World Visa® and Good Sam | Camping World Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. Visais a registered trademark
of Visa International Service Association and used under license. GCR54707 - 0418
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SMART TPMS

TECH HANDS ON

INFLATION
WATCHDOG

TIREMINDER’'S SMARTPHONE-BASED
TPMS MITIGATES BLOWOUT DAMAGE

- by Chris Dougherty

Tire blowouts are a constant concern
for RVers, especially those with trailers
that come with tires sourced from China or
elsewhere overseas. While not all Chinese
tires are bad, many of the unheard-of or
no-name brands are poorly engineered, and in some
cases, they don't even have speed ratings.

These tires are susceptible to underinflation and
overloading damage, and occasionally fail with no
apparent cause. When a trailer tire blows out at highway
speed, the carcass will separate quickly, often causing
substantial damage to the wheel well and even the floor
of the trailer. Other consequences can include damage
to wiring and LP-gas lines.

While replacing poor tires with a trusted brand and
maybe a higher rating will hedge your bets, the best way
to prevent blowouts is to maintain proper inflation and
loading. The only way to control overloading is to weigh
the trailer axles at a public scale or, preferably, by wheel
position. And the only way to determine if the tires are

properly inflated is to check the pressure based on the
weight of the RV and the manufacturer’s load and inflation
chart or the maximum pressure embossed on the tire

sidewall. But even if you do everything by the book, it’s still

possible to experience a tire failure from a road hazard or
the poor quality of the road surface, and a tire-pressure
monitoring system (TPMS] is your first line of defense.

A TPMS is a system with wireless sensors on each
wheel position that electronically relay tire pressure, and
in some cases, temperature, to a central monitor that
can alert the driver to changes based on programming
of the system. Aftermarket systems allow the user to
set thresholds, and most have sensors that screw onto
a tire’s Schrader valve, though a few offer sensors that
mount on the wheel, inside the tire. For monitoring trailer
tires, a TPMS should ideally have a repeater installed on
the trailer that can more readily pick up the signals from
the trailer tires’ sensors and transmit them to the main
receiver in the tow vehicle.

TireMinder makes some of the more popular systems
on the market. Its Smart TPMS is an elite system that
consists of six wheel sensors, a hard-wired Rhino signal

GETTING STARTED

1) The process begins by inserting
the batteries in the tire sensors,
downloading the TireMinder

app and charging the Bluetooth
adapter. 2) The Rhino booster

has a power cord with alligator
clips © for a temporary connec-
tion. For a permanent connection,
cut off the clips and use connec-
tors to attach the booster to a
fused 12-volt DC circuit. 3) Mount
the Rhino booster in a location
toward the front of the trailer to
transmit the signal to the Blue-

vehicle. It can be mounted tempo-

or attached permanently using
screws. %) Install the sensors one
at a time while using the app to
program each wheel position.

SEPTEMBER 2018 / TRAILER LIFE

tooth adapter in the cab of the tow

rarily using the included cable ties
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HANDS ON

booster for the trailer and
a Bluetooth adapter that
can be installed in the tow
vehicle. A mobile app allows
the user to program each
tire sensor and receive

the data on a paired smart
device. When a tire’s
pressure and/or tempera-
ture goes out of the preset
range, the system will send
a notification to the device.

Additionally, the Bluetooth
unit will flash a red light
and sound an alarm.

The system comes
with everything needed
for installation, unless
additional sensors are
required for rigs with more
than six tires. For the test
installation, two more
sensors were needed
to cover the truck and
tandem-axle trailer.

TireMinder provides
sensors for brass, nickel
or steel Schrader valves;
aluminum sensors for tow
vehicles are available but
not commonly used. No
RVs or trailers should have
aluminum valves.

Motor vehicles manu-

EECTTTENNET TR
- 73 %
5) The app pro- = | 74 =
grams the data L l ] O ® I’ I 0
into the Blue- cC x o0 cC :.’—.: 00
tooth adapter. ccec 00 I I
6) Once the foTe) 00 [m|
systemissetup, | og 00 o !'™ ! o
itmonitorseach | 5o 00 o | | o
sensor every six AR
seconds for tire -
pressure and
temperature. F
i

factured after November 1,
2006, with a gross vehicle
weight rating of 10,000
pounds or less (except
duallies) are required to
be equipped with a TPMS
that is installed at the
factory. Many of these
systems alert the driver

SMARTPHONE TIP: AniPhone that is paired with the TireMinder app
needs to be unlocked or the Do Not Disturb While Driving feature needs to be
disabled for push notifications to work.

only if a tire is deflated
below the factory specs.
While the Smart TPMS is
not compatible with these
built-in systems, installing
TireMinder sensors on the
tow vehicle’s wheels will
allow the driver to monitor
tire pressure on all tires
using the TireMinder app.
Installing the TireMinder
Smart TPMS takes about
an hour, and instructions

Home Security.
Done Right.

Meet the all new SimpliSafe.
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7) When a tire is out of the set range,
the system will send an alert to the
smartphone or other paired device,
including an Apple Watch. ) In addition
to notifying the user via a smart device,
the Bluetooth adapter will signal
problems with a flashing red light

and audible alarm.

for setting up the system

are spelled out in easy-to-
understand language. The Rhino
booster is best installed near the
trailer A-frame and can connect
to the batteries or the master
battery-cutoff switch so the unit
is powered down when the RV goes into storage.

The booster comes with cable ties for mounting, or it can
be attached to a surface with screws. It has alligator clips to
connect the positive and negative wires to a power source,
or they can be removed and replaced with terminals (crimp
or solder type) that can be attached permanently to a power
source. While the booster is a low-draw unit, for safety’s
sake, we recommend attaching any device to a fused circuit
and not directly to batteries in case the wiring is compro-
mised and has a dead short.

In addition to the Bluetooth adapter, Rhino booster, tire
sensors, cable ties and detailed instructions, the TireMinder
Smart TPMS kit comes with a 12-volt DC USB power cord,
hexagonal locking security nuts, spare O-rings and a
carrying case. Two batteries for each sensor are included,
and they are easily installed or replaced. Each battery
should last about a year, and the company offers a free
annual battery replacement.

(8)Good Sam

TravelAssist [#
PLANS STARTING AT

79

WHY TrAVELASSIST?

Family coverage available—to protect you Worldwide Coverage for any
& your family in the event of an accident or type of travel. Includes cruises,
illness while traveling. air travel, and road trips!

VWHAT bOES TRAVELASSIST COVER?

Covers costs NOT covered by most Annual Membership costs
insurance or Medicare. hundreds less than competitors
like MedJet or SkyMed

6 Emergency Medical Transportation
@ RV/Vehicle Returned to Your Home
e Transportation Home

@ Prescription & Glasses Replacement Assistance
o Return of Deceased Remains
6 Pet Care & Return Assistance

NO HEALTH SCREENS REQUIRED! NO AGE LIMITS!

LIMITED-TIME OFFER — Ends August 31, 2018. Sign up Now!

cal 1-866-694-1582 o visit GoodSamTravelAssist.com

'Good Sam Club members’ service calls are prioritized. *Introductory offer for Good Sam Members who are first-time buyers only.
Offer expires August 31, 2018. ©2018 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC.
Unauthorized use of any of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GTA54595 - 0418
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TECH 10-MINUTE TECH

L]

OUT-OF-THE-WAY
SPRING BARS

Here's an idea that emerged after repeated efforts to find a
suitable way to manage greased round-bar spring bars when
not in use. By welding a couple of 6-inch tubes (about $10) to
the A-frame of the travel trailer, the bars can be easily removed
from the ball mount and stored out of the way in a manner that
protects the greased ends from coming in contact with people,
vehicles or dirt. | spray-painted the tubes flat black to tie in with
the black A-frame.

Randy Beaty, Simi Valley, California

Fill 'Er Up

O After having back surgery, | can no longer carry
the 6-gallon water jug | previously used to add water
to our RV's freshwater tank when dry camping at
national parks. Now | use a couple of 1-gallon milk
jugs to add water to the tank. Since it's difficult to pour
the gallon jugs directly into the water fill, | discovered
that a 16-ounce plastic soda bottle fits perfectly into
the neck of the water fill. | cut a rectangular hole in
the side of a soda bottle to make a no-cost right-angle funnel, which makes it much
easier to pour water from the jugs into the freshwater fill. It also works well for adding
bleach to the tank for springtime water-system sanitizing.

John Van Atta, Texas City, Texas

Use Your Noodles

O Our quick, cheap solution to keep water from
puddling on the awnings over our fifth-wheel's
slideouts is to use swim noodles. Three round swim
noodles duct-taped together in a triangle works, but
we found lock-together swim noodles at our local
Dollar Store. After moving them around a bit to see
what setup works best, we learned that using a couple
of three-noodle bunches keeps the slideout topper
from sagging so water can run off. The number of bunches needed will vary, depending
on the length of the slideout. Swim noodles are easy to pull out and store for travel, and
a bonus is that our kids can use them for swimming when it's not raining.

Karen and Gilles Philippe, Winnipeg, Manitoba

&
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= One of the most
important things you
can do to prolong the
life of your RV is to
maintain the sealants.

Leaks, bugs and rodents
kill RVs. Start on the roof
and work your way down.
Make sure the roof is

in good condition, and
check it anytime you
suspect something

may have hit it. Carry a
roof-repair kit with you,
and make sure the seal-
ant is designed and ap-
proved for the type and
brand of roof on your

RV. Never use silicone on
a membrane roof. Seal
around windows and
doors with a high-quality
sealant like GE Silicone

Il Window and Door
Caulk, Lexel or Geocel
ProFlex RV. Any openings
under the RV should be
sealed with spray-foam
insulation and/or a
physical barrier such as a
sheet-metal or undercar-
riage material matching
what is on the RV.
—Chris Dougherty

To submita DIY tip, email 10minutetech@trailerlife.com or write to Trailer Life, 10-Minute Tech, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036.
Provide a selection of good-quality high-resolution photos. Trailer Life will pay $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas. All payments require an SSN or FEIN.

ILLUSTRATION: ROB ROY



... feels lil

‘NAUTILUS

ON DEMAND RV WATER HEATER

CHOOSE OPERATION METHOD

» Standard on/off switch and light
_Or_
* On Demand Control Center
(precise temperature control, with reliable and consistent comfort)

= Subarban = Suburban

) Standard ON/OFF Switch Available in:

ON DEMAND Control Center AVAILABLE IN Black
WHITE (162252) or BLACK (162253) (234589) (234229) (234795)

CHOOSE REPLACEMENT PANEL

Replace existing exterior door when replacing any pre-
installed RV water heater.

Suburban Atwood Style
. . , 6 or 10 Gal. 6 or 10 Gal.
Enjoy endless hot water with Suburban’s NAUTILUS Replacement Panel Replacement Panel
On Demand RV Water Heater. ShOWerS, baths, diShes Please Note: Replacement Panels are shown with the Vent Cap installed

for illustration purposes only.

and even the laundry can be done with an infinite supply
of hot water—whenever and wherever, simultaneously

from every fixture. CHOOSE VENT CAP

. 60,000 BTU/h MAX \R/’?/né Eﬁgiingth is determined by wall thickness of

» 2-Stage Modulating Combustion System
»  Built-in freeze protection mechanism

+ State-of-the-art 3-Try Direct Spark Ignition
* 36 Ibs. with the vent assembly

0”-1” Thicknesses 1”-2” Thicknesses 2”-3” Thicknesses
EASILY REPLACES ANY 6, 10,12
OR 16 GALLON PORCELAIN TANK
OR ALUMINUM MODELS!
UNIT DIMENSIONS:
12.5" Hx 12.5" W x 20.0" D GAS APPLIANCES SHOULD BE INSTALLED
TWO YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY BY A QUALIFIED SERVICE TECHNICIAN

A Suburban replacement panel and vent cap is required when replacing Suburban 6, 10, 12, and 16 gallon tank units. When replacing an Atwood
6 or 10 gallon unit, an Atwood replacement panel replacement kit and a vent cap are required. Please have your service center representative
measure the wall thickness of your RV or travel trailer. This measurement will deteremine the length of your vent cap.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide



Wireless Tire
Pressure

TECH RV MAKEOVER -

m{ﬂy Monitoring

Systems

A Pressure Systems
International Company

Improves Safety, Tire Life, and Fuel Economy
Installs in minutes

External theft resistant sensors that relay real
time tire pressure and temperature to our L
FULL COLOR WIDE-SCREEN DISPLAY

UseTL10 at ;
checkout in the §Edur Y —
discount code : P By : BN -
for an additional R -' - \ .
10% off : s

.. o FIBERGLASS
r siee o | FIXER-UPPER

REVAMPING A VINTAGE 1876 TRILLIUM
TRAILER NAMED JELLY BEAN

o

Flow through or low profile sensors
User-replacebable battery

Visual and audible alerts

Ability fo monitor up to 110 fires (0-218psi)
Repeater included in every system

Easily switch between towing or fowed
vehicle

INVESTMENT @ Cost: $2,940 | Time: 1% years

Truck System Technologies, Circle 150 on Reader Service Card

Monitor up to 4 different trailers

www.tsttruck.com
4250 Keith Bridge Rd., Suite 200, Cumming, GA 30041
Ph: (770) 889-9102 Fax: (770) 889-9054

e A
TIRED OF TRAILER TIRE
PROBLEMS?

BOAR’S WHEEL/TIRE
UPGRADE SOLUTIONS FOR
TRAILERS ENABLE YOU TO:

e Carry more weight (up to 6,008/lbs.)
« At highway speeds (up to 87/mph)

« Increase tire life (x3-x7 longer)

¢ Improve handling

« Lower rolling resistance (+mpg!)

| fell in love the
moment | saw her,
our 13-foot 1976
Trillium 1300 trailer,
in original condition
and a diamond in the
rough. Not only is she
lightweight at only
1,500 pounds, she has
all the amenities our
family of four needs:
a fridge, stove, furnace,
bunk beds and a
chemical toilet.

Once we took her
home, | replaced the
carpet with vinyl flooring

| purchased wood and
made new cabinet doors.
We also rewired and
redid the waterlines.
We emptied the trailer
and sent it away for two
months to be profession-
ally painted in aqua-blue
tones, inside and out.
Then the real fun
began — decorating!
New curtains were
added, and | reuphol-
stered the cushions,
sewed a quilt and
pillows, and fashioned
an awning. The kitchen

Boar Wheel Company, Circle 106 on Reader Service Card

TRILLIUM

* Improve safety and did a quick redec-

oration. | had so much
fun that, after a season
of camping, | decided to
do a complete makeover.
And so it began.

We spent a couple of
Saturdays removing the
windows, polishing the
chrome, and replacing
the wood frames and
some screens. Then

backsplash is a peel-
and-stick tile that took
an afternoon to put up.
We purchased outdoor
furniture and painted it
to match, and installed
shiny chrome hubcaps.
Now our Jelly Bean
is ready to be enjoyed
by our family.
Tracy Robb
Branchton, Ontario

IN BLOOM

Above, top to bottom:
Afiberglass classic,
the 1976 travel trailer
is now an eye-catching
aqua. The “diamond
in the rough” needed
more than a little
polishing. New
upholstery and decor
brighten the dinette,
and a chrome-look
backsplash gives the
kitchen more pizzazz.

!

HEAVY-DUTY TRAILER SOLUTIONS

RV RENOVATIONS
888-619-5622 Have you modified your RV or remodeled it completely? Tell us about it in 250 words or less,
including the total cost and time spent, and email your description to info@trailerlife.com.
BOARWH EELCOM Include an ample selection of photos illustrating the project, along with your full name and
f- e T B P A e mailing address. We'll pay $50 for every RV Makeover we publish.
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Roadside Assistance

v,

GET MORE FOR YOUR MONEY WITH
GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

.

RANKED

GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE received a top ranking for
roadside assistance programs from TopConsumerReviews.com'

FEATURES & BENEFITS AAA"

Roadside Assistance
Unlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service Center YES NO
Member, Spouse, and Dependent Children Covered — FREE YES “
Owned Towable RV', Autos, Boat Trailers, and Motorcycles Covered YES NO
Coverage in US, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and US Virgin Islands YES NO

Flat Tire Change and Roadside RV Tire Delivery YES NO

Certified RV technicians on staff and the nation’s largest
RV-specific dispatch network

S NO

YE
SO~  *185 + 481

per additional driver

Sign up NOW and save! LIMITED-TIME OFFER expires September 30, 2018!

Call: 888-557-3704 Click: GoodSamRoadside.com

*Good Sam Club members’ service calls are prioritized.

**Information obtained from AAA of Colorado Plus RV plan at Colorado.aaa.com on 3/12/2018.

***|ntroductory rate available for new members only. The rate provided includes a $10 Auto-Renewal discount.

'According to TopConsumerReviews.com, available on TopConsumerReviews.com published on 3/12/2018.

IStandard membership does not provide benefits for Motorized RVs. If you wish to receive benefits for your Motorized RV, please purchase Platinum, Platinum, or Platinum Complete. Motorized RVs are classified as the following RV types: Class A,
Class B, Class C, Van/Truck/SUV Conversion, Bus Conversion.

Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah, and Virginia; and by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to
limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure which can be found at www.GoodSamRoadside.com/MBBs. © 2018 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises,
LLC. Unauthorized use of any of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GRA55013 - 0518



RV GEAR

— by Bruce W. Smith and Valerie Law

BLACKSTONE TABLETOP GRIDDLE $99.99

When Trailer Life’s marketing manager and new RV owner Lorisa

Pierson suggested

list of “30 Must-Have Accessories for New RVers” on our website,
we were skeptical. Sure, a propane-powered griddle is nice to
have on an RV trip, but is it really a must-have? Turns out, Lorisa
isn’'t the only one who's over the moon about the smallest of
Blackstone’s outdoor griddles. Online reviews from RVers almost
unanimously rave about the lightweight, easy-to-carry cooker.

It sets up quickly, and the built-in igniter fires things up fast. An
H-shaped burner pumps out 12,000 Btu to heat the 268-square-
inch steel cooktop for grilling everything from bacon, eggs and
pancakes to burgers, steak and fish. The go-anywhere griddle
runs on 1-pound propane canisters or connects to a 5-gallon
cylinder with Blackstone’s 3-foot Bulk Tank Adapter Hose
($19.99). With its pull-out grease drawer and a single surface

to wipe down, cleanup is a cinch.

www.blackstoneproducts.com

STAFF PICK i It's the best thing ever for outdoor
cooking — seriously! There's even a Facebook group that
my husband, Ron, is a part of, and they share recipes and
photos. — Lorisa Pierson

TRIBODYN ENGINE OIL $74/GALLON

TriboDyn Performance Lubricants’ 15W-40
Heavy-Duty Engine Oil is designed for high-
performance diesel engines equipped with
exhaust gas recirculation and diesel particulate
filters using low- and ultra-low-sulfur diesel fuel.
The multipurpose lubricant is said to keep engines
clean and suspend soot in oil despite longer
drain intervals. Two recent independent research
studies concluded that the patented synthetic oil
significantly outperformed other brands available
in the North American and European markets.
www.tribodyn.com
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BD DIESEL FLEXPLATE 5515

Flexplates are the power con-
nection from the engine to the
transmission, and over time they
can fail. BD Diesel Performance’s
Power Stroke Flexplate is designed
to replace the stock flexplate on
2003 to 2010 Ford Super Duty
trucks. The black-oxide-coated
billet flexplate is one-and-a-
half times thicker than stock and said to be far
stronger. It comes with a heat-treated, hardened
ring gear and is compatible with all Super Duty
and aftermarket torque converters.
www.dieselperformance.com

ENERGIZER EZV3200RV 51,099

The portable Energizer eZV3200RV inverter genera-
tor is right at home powering any RV with its built-in
30-amp RV receptacle (no adapter needed), and
12-volt DC and two 120-volt AC receptacles. Features
include a remote start with a 100-foot range, auto-
matic choke and throttle, and dual USB ports. Out-
put is 3,200 watts/peak and 2,800 watts/continuous,
run time is 15" hours at 25 percent load, and sound
level is 59 decibels at 100 percent load, according to
the manufacturer. For easy transport, the eZV3200RV
has wheels and a folding handle.
www.energizergenerators.com

ANDERSEN CAMPER LEVELER $39.99

Throw away the boards. The Camper Leveler

from Andersen Hitches is an innovative leveler-
and-chock set that provides precise leveling of any
RV trailer or truck-camper combo in increments
from 2 to 4 inches. Slide the curved, tapered
plastic leveler under a wheel on the low side, drive
onto it until level, then put the matching chock in
place to secure the position. The Camper Leveler
handles tires up to 32 inches in diameter, including
dual wheels, and loads up to 30,000 pounds.
www.andersenhitches.com

PHOTOS: MANUFACTURERS
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TECH RV RESOLUTIONS

AWNING OUTCOME

An Iowa reader asked RV Resolutions for help with
reimbursement for what he considered a defective
awning motor:

| have been trying to resolve an issue on my

Shasta Phoenix fifth-wheel after the motor on
the electric awning failed and had to be replaced at
a cost of $858.19. | contacted the dealer and was told
the trailer's components had a one-year warranty,
which had passed, and that | should contact the awning
manufacturer, Dometic, about reimbursement.

| called Dometic and was told to write a letter to

the customer-service department, which | did. | then
received a letter from Dometic asking for additional
support documents. After | supplied the requested
information, | received a letter stating that the reim-
bursement request was denied, and that it did not
make any difference how many times the motor had
been used. Please let me know if you can help.
Dale Miller, University Park, lowa

THE COMPANY RESPONDS

RV Resolutions forwarded Dale Miller’s circumstances
to Dometic’s corporate office in Elkhart, Indiana, and
received the following unattributed reply:

Dometic deeply regrets the confusion that was caused

to Mr. Miller and has taken action to resolve the situation.
After discussing options with him as to how he would like
the issue corrected, Dometic will be compensating Mr.
Miller. We are pleased to have come to a resolution.

Miller confirmed that he and Dometic had reached
an amicable outcome:

Level Up

After canceling an

order that didn't ship as
promised, an Ohio reader
asked for assistance with
getting a refund:

| ordered a system from
Bullseye Leveling after
being assured it would ship
two days after payment
was received. Bullseye
even offered a significant
discount if | paid with a
check rather than a credit
card. The company was
quick to answer every
phone call and email prior
to the purchase, but once
my $1,750 check was
cashed, communication
stopped.

After weeks of no word

on the status of my order,
| canceled it. The company
replied that it was going to
“refrain” from processing
my refund.
Matt Keechle, Maineville, Ohio

out to Bullseye Leveling,
we received the following
note from Matt Keechle:

| have received a full
refund from Bullseye.
Thank you for helping
me get my money back.
M.K.

Putty Dispute
Frustrated when the man-
ufacturer’s warranty didn't
cover a roof problem on
their new fifth-wheel, a

Nevada couple came to
i RV Resolutions for help:

We purchased a new

Keystone Cougar fifth-

i wheel from Sierra RV
Super Centerin Reno,

- Nevada, in February 2017.

- While staying in the trailer
last September, we noticed
i yellow patches on the roof
where the frame brackets

. go across it. Keystone told
us the problem was ours to
! fix by taking the yellowed
fill putty off the roof and
replacing it. Representa-

. tives of the company called
- it “regular maintenance.”

Since then, we've

researched the issue of
yellowing Keystone putty,
- and there are others with
a similar problem. If you

! can give us any assistance
with this matter, it would
be greatly appreciated.
Karen and Kenneth Grimes
Fallon, Nevada

A few weeks after reaching
We contacted Keystone
. RV and Sierra RV Super
. Center, and heard back
. from the latter:

- Sierra RV good-willed the
customers’ complaint and
corrected the problem.

i The Grimeses were
grateful for our gesture

- and remain satisfied

- customers.

! Catherine MacDonald, CEO
Sierra RV Super Center
Reno, Nevada @

NEED HELP RESOLVING AN RV ISSUE &

RV Resolutions is Trailer Life's forum for the settlement of conflicts
between consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessory
suppliers and service providers. After exhausting all other resources
without success, mail a typed letter to Trailer Life RV Resolutions,
cost of the repairs. | am very satisfied with Dometic’s 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036. Include

. . . copies of appropriate bills and correspondence along with a self-
resolution. Thank you for resolvmg my dlspUte- addressed, stamped envelope. Selected letters will be edited and
D.M. published unless otherwise requested.

| heard from Dometic’s customer-service depart-
ment and have since received a check for the full
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RV CLINIC - by Jeff Johnston

a great deal of slant on the trailer, so
| was wondering if | could adjust the
pin box to sit lower on the trailer to
have a more level ride and less wind
resistance.

| have read the owner’'s manual for
the trailer and cannot find any informa-
tion on the clearance between the bed
of the truck and the trailer. | also tried
to find the information through Lippert

TOW-HAUL MODE :

I have a 2003 Chevy Silverado and am trying to find out
if the tow-haul mode works well on steep grades of 10
percent or better. We have covered some mountain ranges

when we were in Montana, but after having traveled the country in an 18-wheeler, | know
there are steeper downhill grades. Before | get to one, | would like to see if you have some
experiences to share. If needed, what engine brake would you recommend?

Mark Bevill, Blanchard, Louisiana

Online owner forums are your

best source of this type of user-
experience information, Mark.
Tow-haul mode doesn’t much care
what grade is being tackled; it works
when it's engaged, regardless of the
degree of slope. A steeper grade will,
of course, cause the rig to accelerate,
necessitating more use of the service
brakes. As for an aftermarket engine
brake, stick with a known brand such
as BD, Banks or Pacbrake. Owner
forums are also a good source of
exhaust-brake user information.

Tight Squeeze
We have a 2013 Winnebago

and you might be in luck and find one
of the chairs in stock. If not, you may
be able to order it from the dealer on
the contingency that it's able to fit into
the RV. If the chair reclines, you may be
able to work it though the doorway with
some extra maneuvering.

If the swivel chair shown on the
floorplan is there in your trailer, the
area is going to get a bit crowded with
the addition of a sleeper chair, but I'm
sure you've figured that out already.
Be aware that the chair you have in
mind weighs 95 pounds, and that's all
weight behind the axles, so you need
to keep an eye on the trailer’s hitch
weight to be sure too much weight is

and MORryde, but had no success
there, either.

Is there a standard rule for the
clearance, and are there things | should
watch for if | were to lift the pin box?
Tom Luksha, Sheridan, Montana

This is a question we answer

every couple of months, Tom,
as it's a popular concern among our
readers. We usually recommend that
people maintain at least 6 to 8 inches
of clearance between the truck-bed
rails and the underside of the front
section of the fifth-wheel. This allows
the truck and trailer to move inde-
pendently on rough terrain or when
traversing a steep gas-station
driveway, for example. The only
drawback to raising the trailer’s hitch

SunnyBrook Sunset Creek 296RE
32-foot travel trailer and want to put a
55-inch sleeper loveseat in the living
area. | cannot find any 55-inch-wide
sleeper loveseats or oversize chairs
on the RV-furniture websites, but | did
find one on Amazon. It is the Stone
& Beam Kristin round-arm sleeper
chair. The depth and height of the
chair are both 37 inches, and width
is 55%: inches.

How can you fit this chair through
the narrow RV door of about 28
inches? Is it possible if you take the
four wooden legs off?

Sharon Cleveland, Fort Worth, Texas

not shifted rearward.
And, for that matter,
be sure you don't
overload the trailer if
it's close to its gross
vehicle weight rating
(GVWR).

In a pinch, the
chair may fit through
a large window, but
that involves removing
the window and the
extra expense and
labor involved.

Q READER'S TIP: ENLIGHTENING RODENT CURE

> The Chihuahuan Desert is infested with rats and
mice. They love trailers and fifth-wheels. We tried ev-
erything we ever heard of or read about to keep them
out, to no avail. After years of trying to end the problem
of chewed wires and water tubes, nests in the water
heater and drawers, and droppings everywhere,

I realized there was one thing rats hate. Light!

I strung seasonal lights under our fifth-wheel and
left two lights on inside. It's been four months now,
and there’s no sign of rats inside, and none in the
underbelly covering, a favorite place for them. | leave
the trailer plugged in, as it is next to the house. Perhaps
solar-powered lights could be rigged up for those who
cannot leave their trailers plugged in.

Paul Weinbaum, Las Cruces, New Mexico

Fifth-Wheel
Height

We have a 2014

Keystone Cougar
25RKS that we really
enjoy using. Our tow
vehicle is a 1999 Ford
Power Stroke. When |
hook up the fifth-wheel
to the truck, there is

Removing the legs will clearly

gain a few extra inches of
clearance, as will removing the door
unit, Sharon, but the only way to truly
answer this question is for you to see
the product in person and take some
measurements. Contact Stone & Beam
for the location of the nearest dealer,

There are lots of cures for keeping rodents out of
RVs, and this one is used by many people who stay
put for a while or camp in areas where the critter
population is high. LED rope lights plugged into a
timer work well. The availability of lower-cost LED
lights in many shapes and sizes means RV owners
don't need to spend a lot on electricity.
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box or lowering the truck’s hitch is not
allowing enough clearance.

The best way to ensure an even ride
is to raise the trailer suspension. Your
trailer may have height adjustments
built into the spring hangers, or you can
flip the axles, and even install a lift kit
if necessary. Many RV service centers
or trailer shops should be able to help
you out. Just be careful of the trailer’s
overall height when you're done.

Cherokee Tow Rating
Two weeks ago | purchased a 2018
Jeep Cherokee and had a trailer
hitch and seven-way wiring harness
installed by the local Jeep dealership.
As per Jeep’s website, at that time you
could order a Cherokee with a towing
package, so | asked the dealership to
install one. But now they cannot tell me
where to install the brake controller
with the brake-light wire. They just
installed the wiring harness with the
power wire going to the battery but left
everything else disconnected.

| purchased this vehicle to tow
a 3,200-pound trailer because,
according to Trailer Life’'s 2018 Guide to
Towing, the 2018 Jeep Cherokee, with a
towing package, can tow 4,000 pounds.
| confirmed this on Jeep’s website.
Now Jeep has removed all references
to the 2018 Jeep Cherokee towing any
more than 2,000 pounds, and | am stuck
with a vehicle that is not able to tow my
trailer, while | could have with the truck
that | traded in.

| thought you would like to know
that now the towing guide is incorrect
because of what Jeep has done.  am
left without any way to connect a brake
controller on my Jeep Cherokee.

| enjoy your magazine and the
information you provide. But you
need to know that Jeep has changed
the towing capacity, because it does
not know how to connect a brake
controller and is too lazy to find out and
give its customers the help they need.
I think the RV community needs to be
aware that Jeep does not understand
that there are many of us who have
smaller travel trailers and need a
small SUV that works around town

when not used for towing.
David W. Meadows, Pearl, Mississippi

| checked the Jeep website, David,
when | saw your letter, and you're
right. It shows that the Cherokee can
tow up to 2,000 pounds. The 2018 Guide
to Towing lists the same Cherokee at a
maximum of 4,500 pounds tow rating
with the 3.2-liter V-6. To run this to
ground, we reached out to our contacts
at Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA).
Jordan Wasylyk, product PR manager
for FCA's U.S. subsidiary, responded:
“We have not changed the tow
rating. A 3.2-liter with the tow package
is rated at 4,500 pounds for 2019, as it
was in 2018. The 2.0-liter has a 4,000-
pound rating with the tow package. If
the customer just added a hitch to a
non-trailer tow-equipped vehicle, the
rating is still 2,000 pounds. The tow
package ($795 MSRP) includes other
upgrades: a 3.517 final drive ratio,
seven- and four-pin wiring harness,
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auxiliary transmission oil cooler,
Class Ill receiver hitch, full spare tire,
heavy-duty engine cooling and a trailer-
tow wiring harness.”

Clearly, the ratings listed on the
website are incomplete. If your vehicle
was equipped from the factory with
the tow package, then the ratings as
listed in the Guide to Towing would be
accurate. Without the proper equipment
as noted above, however, the rating
drops, and the Jeep dealer should have
been apprised of this information and
passed it on to you.

Vehicle manufacturers can make
tow-rating changes well into the model
year, and in some cases, as illustrated
above, there can be discrepancies
published online. That's why it's always
important to check more than one
source, communicate with the manu-
facturer via its Facebook page or ask
at the dealership for up-to-date infor-
mation. In this case, our 2018 Guide to
Towing is correct.

Failed Flooded Battery
Before leaving on a one-night camping
trip, the electric jack on our 2014 Jayco
White Hawk failed to raise, so | used the
standby manual crank-up method. After
returning home, | decided to see what
was up.

| checked the battery, even though
the lights worked. When | removed the
battery cover, | found the box was full
of water. The connections from the
electric jack were unrecognizable, and
one of the battery terminals was also
ready to fall apart. The inline fuse was
a little blob of rust.

| removed the battery, took it to a
parts store for testing, and, naturally,
it was dead as a doornail. | purchased
a new deep-cycle battery, inline fuse
holder, pack of 20-amp fuses, battery
connector and electrical tape. Before
replacing the battery, | drilled several
holes in the bottom of the battery box.
| replaced the wiring, fuse and battery
terminal, and it worked.
Harry Holden, Covington, Georgia

Thank you for relating your situation
and the fix, Harry. It's a simple solution
that's a good idea. It's puzzling how that
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much water entered the battery box,
though. A typical battery-box lid doesn’t
have any holes in it, so it sheds water,
and there’s enough side and end overlap
that the rainwater should not be getting
in as long as the lid and battery are
adequately strapped down. It's possible
that the air swirling around between the
tow rig and trailer combined with water
kicked up by the tires caused the water
to be blown up and under the box-lid
overhang. In any case, drilling a few
holes in the bottom solves the problem.

COMMENT: TRAILER JACKING
= | have a fifth-wheel trailer made by Kustom
Koach RV Centre in Canada in 2000. I ran
across an article in Trailer Life about not
lifting a fifth-wheel by the axle but to use

the frame. | know that it's not a good idea

to lift in the axle center, but I have done it
several times in the past with no problems.
What little paperwork | have about the trailer
does not mention any problem, and I am
wondering if this is a recent issue caused by
companies that have reduced the quality and
strength of components. Most require lots of
blocking to replace a flat on the road.

James Cooper, Calgary, Alberta

Trailer manufacturers include safe and
recommended tire-changing instructions
with their units, James, and they should
be specified in the owner’s manual. It

is generally not recommended to lift a
trailer by the axle for several reasons,
such as the axle is round and the jack
head is flat, so it's easy for the jack to slip.
Some owners, or those with advanced
mechanical skills, have modified jacks
with special cradles or other metal heads
to securely grip the axle.

Lifting by the axle, if the jack is placed
inboard from the springs, can bend the
axle because it's not designed to support
that load. In short, it's best to follow the
manufacturer’s recommendation, and
that usually means lifting the trailer by
the frame. Yes, some extra blocking may
be required, but that’s better than having
a serious accident or bending the axle,
resulting in an expensive replacement.

Tire Pressure Increase
After a number of costly blowouts,
| decided to get a tire-pressure
monitoring system (TPMS) for my travel
trailer. After using it for a few trips, | do
not know why | did not get one sooner.
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In commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Minneapolis/St. Paul RV, Vacation
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Categories (Entrants may submit an Entry in one of the following three Categories)
e Humorous

e Nostalgic

e Children’s (Entrants must be ages 8-12)

Prizes

e One (1) Grand Prize for each Category, for a total of three (3) Grand Prizes: $500
Gander Outdoors gift card.

e Two (2) tickets to the Minneapolis/St. Paul RV, Vacation & Camping Show,
February 7-10, 2019, at the Minneapolis Convention Center, 1301 Second Avenue
South, Minneapolis, MN 55403. Approximate retail value of the two (2) tickets is $24.

GS MEDIA&
EVENTS
To enter please visit:

www.msprvshow.com/contest

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED AND IN PUERTO RICO AND CANADA. For full Official Rules, by which
this promotion is governed, go to: www.MSPRVShow.com/rules. Must be a legal resident of the U.S. Promotion begins 5/15/18

at12:01a.m. CDT and ends 10/15/18 at 11:59:59 p.m. CDT. Enter by 11:59:59 p.m. CDT on 10/15/18. This contest is in no way affiliated
with, sponsored, endorsed, or administered by Facebook and therefore Facebook assumes no responsibility or liability for its

conduct or administration. Sponsored by CWI, Inc. and Good Sam Enterprises, LLC, Lincolnshire, IL. GS008079-0518
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One thing that has me puzzled is the
amount of air pressure that builds up
in the tire after having rolled down the
road a few miles.

My trailer’s tires call for 60 psi
for maximum load. | also assume
this means 60 psl is the safe running
pressure for the tires. | always fill the
tires to the max load recommendation
before starting on a trip. After starting
out each day at 60 psl, the tires rise to
about 68 to 70 s, then hold steady. The
tire temperature usually rises to about
10 degrees above ambient.

Is it safe to run at 70 psi, or should
| reduce starting pressure by 10 pounds
so that on the highway the tires are at
60 ps1?
George Hagedorn, Los Alamos, New Mexico

Stick with the 60-psi cold-inflation

pressure, George, as cold inflation
is the value used as the reference point
by tire manufacturers. It's normal
for tires to warm up and have their
pressure increase somewhat during
travel, and this kind of increase is
always accounted for by the tire manu-
facturers, so it's nothing to worry about.
Your diligence regarding cold-inflation
pressure will help keep the tires intact
and deliver a long service life, so keep
up the good work.

Tire Pressure, Take Two

In an effort to make our towing

experience safe and comfortable,
I've evaluated my hitch configuration
and trailer weight distribution, and
upgraded the tires on my truck to a
higher load rating. All of this has paid
off, none more than the new tires,
in my case.

Additionally, | consulted the tire

and weight data sticker on the side
of my travel trailer to determine the
proper pressure for the RV's tires. The
sticker specifies ST205/75R14C tires
inflated to 50 psi cold. However, to my
delight, | discovered four ST225/75R15
tires installed on my brand-new travel
trailer.  assume bigger is better, right?
The sidewalls of the actual tires show a
maximum psi rating of 80 pounds. Not
knowing exactly what figure to follow,
I've kept the tires at 60 psi cold.



Unscientific speculation with a
friend resulted in two theories, one
being that raising the air pressure
would create a stiffer tire, reducing the
chance of sway, much like a tire with
a higher load rating delivers improved
stability. The second theory suggests
that lowering the air pressure would
put more tire in contact with the road,
creating a more stable condition for the
trailer. I plan to test both theories in
increments of 5 psi. I'd like your advice.
Michael Gregory, Carterville, Illinois

It's not unheard of but relatively

rare that the tire-inflation and
load-capacity sticker on a new RV does
not match the tires. When this happens,
the NHTSA generally issues a recall
notice to have the RV manufacturer
provide the correct sticker and data.
Contact your selling dealer, and the next
time you are in for service, explain your
situation or ask the technician to help
set the correct data label.

Weigh your trailer’s axles and divide
the weight figure by the number of tires.
This tells you approximately how much
each tire is carrying. Check the tire
manufacturer’s load and inflation tables
for the tires. It's possible you may not
need the full 80 psi on the tire sidewall.
Lowering the pressure somewhat, still
allowing a reasonable weight safety
margin, means the tires will be a bit
more flexible and save some wear and
tear on the trailer and its contents. A
“safety margin” means if you need 65
psi per the tables to carry the weight
at each tire, go up by 5 psi to add some
margin of safety. This is not a hard and
fast figure, just an example, and the tire
weight and load chart findings will guide
your judgment on this.

Be sure the wheels are rated to
handle any tire pressures in excess of
the 50 psi listed on the original data label.
Somewhere on the wheel, probably
stamped in the metal on the back side,
you'll find something like “maximum
pressure: xxx psi” and “maximum load:
xxx pounds.” Since someone made the
swap from the original 14-inch wheels
and tires specified on the data label to
the new 15-inch rubber you found on the
trailer, it's reasonable to deduce that the

HOOK UP YOUR TRAILER
IN SEGONI

WIRELESS TRAILER HITCH CAMERA

Starting at
$169.95
Pro Digital Model
$229.99

® 100% Wireless & Portable
e Fasy—Installs in Seconds!
e Magnetic & Submersible Camera

Plus Get Up to $50 Off,
Use Promo Code TL918

e Trailers (Boat, Camper, Horse, ATV, livestock and More!)

e Pro Model Now Available

Info/Buy Now_: 1—877-298:2055 or visit our website at:
www.iballhitchcam.com

Made in the Ut

THE ORIGINAL

Equal-i-zen

SWAY CONTROL HITCH

The best performing
sway control hitch
on the market.

CHOICE
GOLD
AWARD
WINNER

2012 - 2017

The best protection for your journey.”

EqualizerHitch.com

800-478-5578
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 Wright Concepts

dc-

8" assel attaches to
your current water hose

$23.99

plus $4.00 shipping
% Machined nickel-plated fittings
% Crimped with hydraulic hose crimper
% Ergonomic Grip makes tightening easy
o Water Right™

-safe” hose

Do you struggle
to connect your
coax cable?

p et

Grips Installed

\ $28.99

3\, plus 37.00 postage

Kit with install tool
.99
plus $3.00 postage

All Items Available at

e-Gnip

Attaching your water hose
to the RV Park faucet

RV Cable Gnip

www.rvcablegrip.com
J Wright Concepts PO Box 202511 Sacramento CA 95829
(916) 955-0048 cablegripguy@gmail.com www.rvcablegrip.com

Check out our new line of
low frequency, pure sine
wave inverter chargers!

2200-6600 Watts

20 Seconds of 3X Surge
2 Year Warranty

179.800.1725

POWER INVERTERS

(;)SPARTAN

To advertise, call 206-310-6234 or email terry.thompson@goodsam.com

Major RV Innovation

CloZures® Shade

Operate without opening the
screen or entry door.

Enjoy the outside view or control privacy,
temp, and light with just a finger slide.

Zarcor.com
(972) 380-8724 | (800) 877-4797

Steele

RUBBER PRODUCTS

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE RV CATALOG

*SLIDE-OUTS
*DOOR SEALS

*VENT HATCH
*COMPARTMENTS

*RAMP GATE
*DRIP RAILS
*VINTAGE

-

800-230-6109

rv.steelerubber.com

|7I-Tatchlift Products

N

‘ RV Door Repair Kits
Hatchlift Door Kits
US Patent 8,839,559
Bedlift
Kits

Mounting Kits & Hardware

@— )
Replacement Springs

= whatchitcom

DUAL WHEEL CONVERSIONS

The
DYNAMIC DUAL

Convert your Pick-up or Suburban
to dual wheels the Arrowcraft way.

- No Axle Changes

- Easy Installation

- Steel or Aluminum Wheels
- Custom Styled Fenders

For More information:
Arrowecraft Products, Inc
5022 Leafdale Bivd.
Rogal Oak, MI 48073
(248) 280-0210 Fax: (248) 280-1679

Web Site: www.arrowcraft.com
E-Mail: duallies@arrowcraft.com
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CalMark Cover Co. 55
Specializing in Custom covers
for RVs, horse trailers & more!

FSR® Construction ¢ Zipper Doors
Full 6-year Warranty « 100% Guarantee

Airstream® cover

Sm brel |a Made by Glen

Raven Mills

Best fabric for ALL weather conditions
Highest UV Rated ¢ Water Resistant « Breathable
Mold/Mildew Resistant « 100% Non Abrasive

}
=

1-800-838-7236

calmarkcovers.com
info@calmarkcovers.com

Is your ICE CREAM soft?

Itdoesnt have to e
Replace your old Refrigerator Cooling Unit
with an ALL-NEW Replacement Cooling Unit

EASY-TO-INSTALL
See our 15 min. video

Did you know your
existing fridge can he
converted to alow
energy 110V or 12V
compressor HUAC
system?

Or check out our new
Gas/electric units

FREE UPS shinping to your door o

phone: (2601 768-4067
www jc-refrigeration.com
“jeref@centurylink.net

HONDA

GENERATORS

When Quiet Counts,
Count on Honda

SHIPPED SAME DAY Fuz2e0i

LOWEST PRICES
ANYWHERE!!

800-832-7365 &3
MOTOSPORTS

OF LREA L,
1850 N. State St. Ukiah, Ca. 95482

WWW. mcmapnnso\‘uklah :nm
o ekeh

Call, 7.25%. For oplim
the Owner's Manual before Power Equipment. Connection of genecalers
'lnrunepuwm mnmﬂmﬁawhmmm

Park it with
Power Caster!

Maneuver your trailer easily in limited
space, around corners, forward or reverse
3 with the flip of a switch! =

SAFE to use:
! Chain guard
1 Ground wire [/ {
The Original tr:afll.asl.:
Trailer Mover!

Manufactured since 1967.
O“ EQ :
Q $ (800) 773-3833
o (626) 287-6117
04 S‘Q wWww.powercaster.com
5001 Encinita Ave., Temple City, CA 91780

555 SULASTIC

RUBBER SPRINGS

fMOO/'ﬁ’[/F’ RIDF

/}/ff replace [//F stockeshackle

Get the Sheen Back

As seen in
| Trailer Life Oct. 2016

Poli Glow Restores i
Faded Surfaces

Lasts over 12 Months
poliglowproducts.com

Watch instructional video ¢ 800-922-5013
FREE SHIPPING COUPON CODE: TL18

HITGHPI]HT®

HITCH BAR STORAGE

Store your-hltch & sprmg

bars on the trailer tonque

www. hitchport.com
772-214-0951

RV CLINIC

new wheels are rated to handle the new
tire ratings, but always check to be sure.
The larger wheels and tires could be

a factory-offered option.

It's the RV manufacturer’s re-
sponsibility to make sure all the
hardware is properly matched and
nothing is overloaded or used together
in an unsafe way. If the wheels are
underrated, they should be replaced
with models that are higher rated at
no cost to you. This is a potential safety
problem that should not be ignored.

Infrared Thermometer

| have one of those infrared handheld
thermometers. After a short trip with
my Jay Flight Swift, | measured the
temperature of the center of the rims on
the trailer and compared the readings.
One wheel was 50 degrees higher than
the other three. | greased the wheel that
was hot and tested it, and it was in line
with the other three. | gave the other
three wheels a small shot of grease to
be safe. Looks like one wheel did not
get greased properly. The simple test
saved me from a breakdown on the way
from northern Illinois to Florida.

Tom Bucolic, Lake Zurich, Illinois

Those infrared thermometers are terrific
diagnostic and monitoring tools, Tom, as
you've discovered. We always have one
handy for exactly the type of inspections
you do. It's great that you made effective
use of one on your trip. A wheel can get
warmer than its counterparts for more
reasons than just a grease problem,

of course, including dragging brakes

or bearings that need to be properly
adjusted, apart from adding grease. It
would be a good idea to have that one
wheel checked to be sure there’s not
something more sinister going on with
it. In addition, be sure to perform your
usual annual wheel-bearing repack
service; those greasable hubs don’t
substitute for repacking bearings.

HAVE A TECH QUESTION 8
Email rvclinic@trailerlife.com or write to
RV Clinic, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240,
Oxnard, California 93036. Include your full name
and hometown. Selected letters will be answered
in the magazine, but time does not permit
individual replies. No phone calls, please.
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TRAILERS/ACCESSORIES/REAL ESTATE AND MORE

TurboK0OL

12-Volt Cooling for RVs

TurboKOOL Evaporative “Swamp” Coolers
Powered by Battery and/or Solar.

Cools your RV (up to 30° reduction)
Please visit www.TurboKool.com

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant--good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED

Earn While You Travel. Up to 65% Commission.
Complimentary RV Site While Working. Need
self-motivated people with computer

& sales experience. Adventure Awaits!!!
800-832-3292 e SoutheastPublications.com

HOMES FOR SALE

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s.
RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village
Rentals available for Pull-throughs,

Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas
956-585-5568 www.bentsenpalm.com

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES

Mail Service

High Quality Mail Forwarding State-of-the-art
Acct Mgmt tools! Req scans for urgent letters

& contents. Mail shipped on your sched. Auto
obvious junk mail shredding. Unique phys address
in FL. No State income tax. Plans as low as $3/mo.
877-388-2753 @ www.goodsammailservice.com
New Android App Available

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!/
866-747-3700

RECREATION VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV 7o)

125,000+ New & Used RVs for Sale on RVT.COM®
Search By Owner and Dealer Listings.

Sell an RV with a Free or Until Sold ad!
www.RVT.com or 1-877-705-0025

RV ONLINE - visit us at RVONLINE.COM
Buying or selling an RV?

$39.95, 4 month Nationwide Ad!

1000's have listed and SOLD -- 831-475-5533

THE ORIGINAL RV FINANCING ONLINE

LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM e Facebook.com/loans
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

ALL DAY

$49

MONTANA
REGISTERED
AGENT LLC

$700 for a 1 day MT LLC and permanent
trailer registration. Includes DMV fees.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com
Call for mare info 406-552-0004.

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save
over the past 23 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed
Montana Attorney for an understanding of

LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals

to get a comprehensive explanation.
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
Setup a Montana LLC today with the most
experienced company in the industry!

Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES
Pre-Planned Routes, Expert Guides and
Safe Travel-North America & Overseas.
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496

Guided RV Tours & Rallies

Lower 48 AlaskaeCanadaeOverseas

Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-872-7897 or
www.adventurecaravans.com

TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

NEW 2019 DRV Mobile Suite 36RSSB3 (Loaded)
True 4 Season. Ave 30% off MSRP of $138,091
877-228-6975. CustomQrderAvailable@NoCharge
View All New/Used@ www.rvsforless.net
Worldwide Shipping. #1 USA Dealer 2011-2017
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HARBOR FREIGHT g < SUPER COUPON

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES

900 Stores Nationwide ¢ HarbhorFreight.com

‘DENTRALPNEUMATIC B

coupou i

VERTIC

/. Air delivery:
i 5.8CFM@40PSI

$169% |
o ET0 5229 s7g TEM 69091/61454 |
WTEN]  62803/63635/67847 shown 4

A OO AT 0 AR !

LmITS - CDupDn val\dIhmugh 12/1418*

 Haul \/ 34 < cotron

72" x 80"

|
1
/s 1
¥ Customer Rating |

. |
COMPARETO SAIIE

BLUE IIAWK

MIIDEL 77280 ITEM 595[]5/6241 8/6

||II||I||I||II|I||II||II|||II||II||I|I||III||||II| :

PORTLAND B %}
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* Adjustable
spray nozzle
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PITTSBURGH 2=
:t1 SELLING JACKS ‘?" SUPER G(II.IPIJN

21 GALLON, 2.5 HP, 125 PSI; RAPII] PUMP® 3 TON STEEL
- AL DIL-LUBE ! HEAVY DUTY LOW PROFILE
AIR GOMPRESSOR 1 FLOOR JACK

| Customer Rating

i 4.7CFM@90 PS'I )
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SUPER
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A Harbor Freight Tools, the “Gompgre lo” price means that the specified comparison, which Is an ltem with the same or simllar function, was

advertised for sale at or above the “Compare 10" price by
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Come September,
nature’s colorful
brushstrokes put a
shine on Utah's
oldest national park

— by Emily Fagan

towering rock walls that_

awe- |nsptr|ng land of/

rise up.on either side
of\Utah’s Virgin River.
Autumn is-a wonderful
time to. go because the
desert landscape has
cooled enough to make
the many hikes com-
fortable, even in midday.
However, the popularity
of this season also makes

106 TRAILER LIFE ' SEPTEMBER 2018

We Were thrilled when,
weifound:a qulet trail'that
“took us deep into a kalei-.

/i “doscope of fall colors.

Although it was a gray
September day when we
drove the short 5-mile
Kolob Canyons Road, the
vibrant shades of red and
orange on the lofty rock
faces were magnificent.
The road offered scenic
lookouts at every bend,
but it was when we got

@TAKE THE FALL
Taylor Creek Trail dazzles with
an autumn canopy of orange
and yellow leaves set against
an imposing red-rock backdrop.

out'and hiked the-easy
Taylor Creek Trail that we
became immersed in the
unigue experience of Zion
in autumn. Every step was
cloaked in the flaming
colors that mark the end
of summer.

2 If You Go

Make sure to check accessi-
bility at www.nps.gov/zion.
The Kolob Canyons visitor
center, parking lot and scenic
drive are in the middle of a
seven-month renovation.

PHOTO: EMILY FAGAN



VENTURE RV

Sonic Lite | Sonic | SportTrek | SportTrek Touring

Venture RV’s lightweight
travel trailers were created
from the ground up using a

rather unique philosophy
in this industry; design units

the way you’d want to camp in
them! They were designed by

Sonic
SN231VRL

Only Weighs 4,200 Pounds!

One-Piece Seamless
Fiberglass Roof!

82-Inch Interior Height!

Sofa & U-Dinette!

Walk-Through Bathroom!

Island Queen Bed!

EXCLUSIVE TO

VENTURE RV
LEVELING SIMPLIFIED!

Level Your RV on the First Try!
LevelValePRO
i ]

EwTavaa

PASS THRU
STORAGE

MED CAB

S

PASS THRU
17 AWNING STORAGE

campers for campers. SportTrek '70";(;FA GARD IS THEY
DINETTE| STORAGE
Our product managers, ST251 VRK =
N Only Weighs 5,940 Pounds! @
engineers and sales staff and Rear Kitchen Floorplan W o s S
Al . A Outside Kitchen £ FIREPLACE . ‘3 R d
families all actively enjoy the Entertainment Center across : B = =
| " - L3 s R
great outdoors and constantly e f\svfﬁi-ng it covers | L o [ L
PASS THRU
use our products, thus making both Entry Doors! Kicuey 27 AN o
= mgm TOP BUNK 3 0 B
<. ' Touring Edition sl ||| 7S ‘ FASSay
ing, bar none! STT343VBH .
S TBLE [N = e e e YA I X 80
All'in all, we believe you’ll Queen Bed Slideout! ¥ 7 . ey O
! y | e B / . .
find the perfect Venture L e <K
y . q : b % | FIREPLACE
floorplan to suit your e i ~ Hosn) g P
40-Inch TV! 20° AWNING PoToRRGE

family’s needs. See you
at the campsite!

20-Foot Awning that covers
both entry doors!
Cargo/Bike Rack!

Ventu.rel‘RV, Circle 126 on Reader Service Card
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