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Do You Have an
RV Bucket List?

Drafting a lineup of dream destinations
can help with trip planning

hat constitutes an RV bucket list? Years ago, | pondered that very question.

Back then, my list included recreational vehicles | wanted to own and RV
accessories | wanted to install, as well as RV trips | wanted to take and destina-
tions | wanted to visit. The older and wiser me has reduced that down to the trips
and destinations part. Don’t get me wrong; | still have my RV wish list, but it doesn't
have the exalted status of a bucket list.

[ live in the Northeast and have always wanted to take a cross-country trip in
an RV. Unlike many of you, | haven't managed to do that yet. In fact, in more than 40
years of RVing, including a 10-year stint as a full-timer, | have never driven an RV
farther west than Chicago. | take coast-to-coast trips frequently, but | fly when | do.

At the top of my RV bucket list is to drive Route 66 from one end to the other,
camping along the way. | have traveled several sections of the Mother Road that
extends from Chicago to Santa Monica, but never with an RV. | own the Ross and
McClanahan Route 66 maps, and the trip is all planned out, as it has been for about
15 years. Other items on my list include touring the national parks, seeing the
Pacific Northwest and camping on the ocean at California state parks. The list goes
on, and the places | want to visit are too numerous to mention.

Speaking of favorite places, there’s still time to vote for yours in Trailer Life's
sixth-annual Reader’s Choice Awards election. The awards recognize destinations,
products and businesses across the RV, camping and travel industries. Be sure to
cast your vote for what's best in each of the 30 categories. Voting ends September
20 at www.trailerlife.com/readers-choice.

This issue is packed with the latest RVs, including back-to-back tests of two very
different trailers. The cover story (page 18] features the Keystone Outback Super-Lite
332FK, with its trendsetting front windshield and outstanding livability for two. The 38-
foot-plus triple-slide trailer has all the amenities expected in an RV this size.

In the issue’s second test (page 27), Bruce Smith takes an off-road adventure
with the 112-foot Turtleback Expedition, kicking off our Tiny Trailers series at
www.trailerlife.com/tinytrailers. The online section includes exclusive roundups of
off-road towables, contemporary teardrops and easy-towing conventional trailers
with a gross vehicle weight rating of 3,500 pounds or less.

Another trailer roundup, Stephanie and Jeremy Puglisi's “Half-Ton Towables”
(page 42), discusses why that label can be misleading and offers advice for matching
full-size trucks with suitable travel trailers. The roundup profiles a dozen 2018
models with a wide range of floorplans and weight ratings.

Have fun checking off the items on your RV bucket list, and we’'ll see you down
the highway! &

— Chris Dougherty, Technical Editor

Connect with Us at

© youtube.com/TrailerLifeDIYTV
W\ twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

f facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine

instagram.com/Trailer_Life_Magazine
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Options Tip the Scales
| just read “Half-Ton Heaven” in the
July issue. | was intrigued enough
by Kevin Livingston’s account of the
Lance 2375 to look up a number of
online video presentations of that
trailer from various dealerships
around the country. In so doing,
| became aware of what appear
to be factual errors in your article.
The article says, “Given the
trailer’s generous storage spaces
and its modest, at best, 310-pound
payload capacity....” The claim is
repeated in the specifications table,
where the cargo-carrying capacity
(cce) is listed as 310 pounds again.
Where did this figure come from?
The ccc is given on the manufac-
turer’s sticker as 1,126 pounds, and
the sticker clearly states that this is
calculated with the freshwater tanks
full and the waste-water tanks empty.
| am having difficulty understanding
this discrepancy.
Rex D. Matthews, Atlanta, Georgia

Technical Editor Chris Dougherty
replies: When we do a full test,

we verify as many of the specs as
possible, including measuring and
weighing the trailer. We took the 2017
Lance 2375 test unit to a certified scale
and obtained the wet weight with a full
freshwater tank, full LP-gas cylinders
and empty holding tanks. It's all part of
the intensive work we do when testing
an RV and reporting back to readers.
The 2375 provided to us by Lance was
a fully loaded unit with a gross vehicle
weight rating (6wr) of 6,500 pounds.
Often the specifications listed on a
website or brochure are for a base
model and do not include options,
which can add quite a bit of weight.
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| constantly see trailers in tan and brown. They remind me
of the bookmobile that came to my grade school! When will

manufacturers again paint their trailers a pretty color?

Doug Allen, St. Charles, Missouri

RVs have become too predictable and blasé. I'd like to see RV companies
change it up. Maybe they need to pick up some current decorator books and
magazines for inspiration or try looking at decorating ideas from the paint
manufacturers. Production-side decisions lead to lackluster products.

Yvonne E. Schwartz, Wolcottville, Indiana

Although this may not be the palette either of you had in mind, manufacturers
are coming out with more colorful trailers than we've seen in years. Here are a
few from (left to right) Winnebago, Livin’ Lite and Weekend Warrior. — Editors

For the record, Lance’s marketing
director has notified us that the 2375’s
GYWR has been increased to 7,000
pounds on 2018 models.

Trailers Built for Two
Stephanie and Jeremy Puglisi’s

“The Buzz on Bunkhouses” in the
July issue was an interesting and
informative article on a market niche
for families. The article made me
think that the industry is missing
another niche: RVs designed for
couples wanting storage space rather
than sleeping and seating for four,
six or more.

A lot of RVs have two people
traveling and living in units that are
woefully lacking in storage and closet
space because the designs put more
emphasis on comfort than personal
needs for just a couple. With a bit of
creative thinking, many floorplans
appear adaptable to that type of
design. A toy hauler repurposed for
closets and storage rather than toys
could be a good plan.

Thomas Bronk, Tucson, Arizona

Read It and Reap

Several years ago we almost “lost” our
travel trailer due to a tire leaking air.
After reading about the TireMinder
tire-pressure monitoring system in
Trailer Life, we installed one and have
never had a fear of something like
that happening again. After reading
about the Hayes Sway Master in the
December 2016 issue, we purchased
one and noticed a big difference in the
behavior of our truck and trailer. After
reading “Smooth Sailing” in the March
issue, we had the MORyde SRE4000
suspension system installed and felt
a positive improvement right away.
We save the magazines for future
reference and often mention to RVing
friends how valuable Trailer Life has
been for us.
Edmund Rannells
Bluefield, West Virginia &8

m Write to: Trailer Life,
2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 or
email info@trailerlife.com. Please include

your full name and location.
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Everything needed to keep your RV looking sharp!

MADE IN

e y Check out the complete
L2 Premium RV Care product line at:

www.thetford.com
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by Donya Carlson

Michigan's
Step Back

[ ] [ ]

in Time
Leave the present behind
at Copper Harbor's Fort

Wilkins Historic State Park
to experience life in 1870

article by Bob Marr

How would you like to travel back in
time to 1870 and talk to a soldier or
a laundress about life in a military
outpost? Or maybe stop in at a sutler’s
store or blacksmith shop? You can
do just that at Fort Wilkins in Copper
Harbor, Michigan, which began as a
U.S. Army outpost on the northern
frontier in 1844 and was permanently
abandoned in 1870. Fort Wilkins
became a state park in 1923 and now
features exhibits, audiovisual presen-
tations and evening programs that
show what life was like in this then-
remote location.

The best time to experience
this history is from mid-June to
mid-August, when costumed inter-
preters bring the fort to life, going
about the daily chores of the time
and answering visitors’ questions
about life in 1870. The biggest treat
is at the end of July when a living-
history group depicting Battery D,
1st Michigan Light Artillery, holds
its annual weekend encampment.
Members spend the weekend demon-
strating all aspects of Army life around
the time of the Civil War, including
small arms and artillery drills.

On September 9, the park hosts
a geocaching treasure hunt to track
down hidden treasures in and around
the fort and nearby area. The public

(Top) The buildings at Fort Wilkins Historic State Park are maintained with an eye to
historical accuracy. (Above left) Costumed interpreters bring the 1870s fort to life.
(Above right) A couple of young recruits are drafted for Battery D when a living-history
group holds its annual weekend demonstrating Civil War military life.

can join in to discover historical
locations, listen to stories around
the campfire and enjoy a picnic lunch
(bring your own GPS device).

History and treasure hunting are
not the only draws. The area boasts
nature preserves to explore, lots
of hiking opportunities, nationally
recognized mountain-bike trails,
boating, fishing and birding, just to
mention a few. In winter visitors can go
ice fishing and cross-country skiing.

The village of Copper Harbor has
many fine gift shops, restaurants
and attractions for the whole family,
including kayak and mountain-bike
rentals. Perhaps you would prefer
a boat trip to the historic lighthouse
or an evening cruise aboard the
Isle Royale Queen IV in search of
sunsets and huge freighters to round
out the day. The Queen also makes
trips to Isle Royale National Park for
those who want to visit this isolated
wilderness park.

The fort is open daily from 8:30
a.m. to dusk, with the complex open

from mid-May through mid-October.
The park offers two campgrounds
with 30/50-amp electrical service

and several large pull-through sites,
but no individual water or sewer
hookups. There are water taps located
throughout the campgrounds, a dump
station, modern shower buildings with
laundry facilities and free Wi-Fi.

A small park store offers souvenirs,
ice and snacks.

Adjacent to Fort Wilkins, Lake
Fanny Hooe Resort and Campground
offers RV sites with full hookups.

The resort is open from Memorial
Day weekend through early October,
weather permitting.

Fort Wilkins Historic State Park
906-289-4215, www.michigan.gov/dnr

Fort Wilkins Natural History Association
906-289-4705, www.fortwilkinsnha.org

Lake Fanny Hooe Resort and Campground
906-289-4451, www.fannyhooe.com

Michigan State Parks
Campground reservations: 800-447-2757

PHOTOS BY EMILY NEWHOUSE AND LESLIE SOTALA
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nd Vibrations

With unloaded weights starting at 4,666 pounds, Forest
River's Vibe and Vibe Extreme Lite travel trailers come with
wide-stance axles that contribute to easy towing, according
to the manufacturer. Aluma Frame side walls and what the
company calls Hyper Lyte construction are said to take off
the pounds.

Currently, there are seven floorplans in each of the
Vibe and Extreme Lite travel trailer lines. In the Extreme
Lite series, lengths range from 24 to 34 feet, while the Vibe
series measures 33 to 38 feet. Features include reeded
glass in the kitchen cabinets, a 22-inch oven, three-burner

The 34"2-foot-long
268RKS, available
with an optional
exterior kitchen,
has residential
carpeting in the
slide that houses
the Deluxe Wood
Booth Table Top
and jackknife sofa.

range, 10.7-cubic-foot refrigerator and residential-style
carpeting. LED lighting is provided throughout, and many
models have outdoor kitchens.

The rear-kitchen 2018 Vibe 268RKS, pictured here,
is 34" feet long and offers sleeping space for up to six,
a cathedral ceiling, radius shower, and two pushback
recliners across from a slideout that houses the dinette
and jackknife sofa. The entertainment system includes
Bluetooth stereo with surround sound and outdoor
speakers. For those who like to take the party outside,
an optional gas grill and exterior kitchen are housed under
a 20-foot awning with LED lighting.

Base MSRP for the Vibe is $29,000 to $34,000, and
$24,000 to $28,000 for Extreme Lite.
Forest River RV, 574-296-2084, www.forestriverinc.com/vibe
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Largest U.S. Ram Truck Center

The largest Ram Truck Center in the United States is scheduled to open near the end of 2017.
H.W. Hunter’s new 40,000-square-foot facility in Lancaster, California, is being built from the
ground up and will include heavy-duty lifts, large service bays, oversize parking spaces and three
dedicated Quick Lube stalls for oil changes and maintenance. Certified truck experts, service
advisers and technicians will be on-site to assist with truck customers’ needs, and loaner trucks
will be available for customers while their vehicles are being serviced.

“H.W. Hunter has been a driving force here in the Antelope Valley since 1944, and they just
keep growing. The addition of Ram of the West to the Lancaster Auto Mall is one of true industry
prowess,” said Lancaster Mayor R. Rex Parris.
www.hunterdodgechryslerjeep.net

Increase in RV Shipments

According to Frank Hugelmeyer, president of the Recreation Vehicle Industry Association
(RVIA), RV shipments will reach 472,200 units in 2017, an increase of 9.6 percent from 2016.
Said Hugelmeyer, “Our industry is in an era of unprecedented growth. We are poised to record
an eighth consecutive year of shipment gains, mainly due to product innovations that appeal
to retiring Baby Boomers as well as younger buyers. The recession is in the rearview mirror.
This is a new era for the RV industry.” He also said that the expected peak in 2018 (projected at
487,200 units) will mark a ninth consecutive year of expansion. Quarterly gains for 2017 have
been widespread with Class B and C motorhomes up more than 30 percent from 2016, and travel
trailers and fifth-wheels up 10 percent.

www.rvia.org

INDUSTRY

TAKE A TRIP

TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.

"ST RADIAL M80O8 TRAILER TIRE™

Tire Sizes - Ply.Rating

ST175/80R13 - 6PR ST205/75R15 - 6PR
ST185/80R13 - 6PR ST205/75R15 - 8PR
ST205/75R14 - 4PR ST225/75R15 - 8PR
ST205/75R14 - 6PR ST225/75R15 - 10PR
ST215/75R14 - 6PR ST235/80R16-10PR*

"3 ply sidewall construction

MAXXIS.COM 1-800-4-MAXXIS




One-Stop RV Shopping | GS VDA

|EVENTS
With hundreds of models under one roof,

RV shows make it easier to find the perfect one

Seasoned RVers know there’s no better place than an RV
show to shop for a wide variety of new travel trailers, fifth-
wheels, toy haulers and motorhomes. Staged at regional
convention and event centers, consumer RV shows corral
an array of RVs from multiple dealerships. They're ideal
settings for comparison shopping, with the latest RVs and
RV gear, hands-on assistance and discounted pricing.
Because everything is show priced, it's easier to get a good deal without haggling.

GS Events, a division of Good Sam Enterprises, runs 30 RV shows across the
country, from Rhode Island to Georgia and Arizona, and many in between. These
shows are affiliated with the Good Sam Club and its partners, and are known for
exhibiting a wide range of goods, hosting educational seminars and supplying
information about the RV lifestyle. After kicking some tires and listening to the
RV experts, showgoers can browse aisles of RV equipment and learn about
RV destinations.

Among its annual lineup, GS Events stages three shows in Colorado each
year, including the upcoming Great American RV Show in Colorado Springs,
September 28 through 30. Visit the website for more information and to see
the full schedule of RV shows.

GS Events, 800-848-6247, www.gsevents.com

Colorado’s Colorful Ride

Sightseers can take in golden
aspen leaves, blue skies, rugged
rocks and green pine trees from
their seats in a dome railcar on

the Rio Grande Scenic Railroad,
departing from Alamosa, Colorado.
Lunch is served as the train travels
over historic tracks, and docents
present talks and discussions.

The Fall Colors Explorer runs
September 9 through October 17,
and an Oktoberfest Train departs

on October 7.

Rio Grande Scenic Railroad

877-726-7245

www.coloradotrain.com &

o | Bringing the Bike Rack to the
-’ACK" T FRONT of Your Travel Trailer!

The Jack-It’s innovative frame design installs over the tongue

N EW jack on the trailers A-Frame, the softest riding area on the

frame. The BikeWing® carrier holds two bikes safely, securely

PRODUCT and simply by the wheels. The adjustable wheel cradles and
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SwayStop straps secure the bike wheels to the bike carrier for
a secure ride. The Jack-It allows travel trailer owners to utilize
the valuable rear hitch/cargo space for additional gear and
gives owners a new cargo utilization space.

FEATURES

Fits all bike frames
25-pound total weight

Will not void chassis warranty
Fits most A-Frame travel and cargo trailers

Frees up travel trailer’s rear hitch/cargo area
PowerTower frame protects tongue jack from impact
Carries your bikes by the wheels for balance, stability
and ease of use.
Includes (2) SwayControl cradles, (2) Lockable
NoMotion™ pins and (3) 3/8"-16 1-1/2" bolts

00066

lippertcomponents.com

PHOTO COURTESY RIO GRANDE SCENIC RAILROAD
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GENEROUSLY EQUIPPED WITH THE FOLLOWING STANDARDO FEATURES

-6 Cubic Ft, Double-Door Refrigerator -18" Aluminum Wheels with Michelin
- Premier LTX Tires

-32" HO TV _with HO Antenna '

8 Indoor/0utdoor Mounting Brackets -Push Button Start Gas & Electric

: ) ] Water Heater

«Marine-Grade Exterior Stereo with i ) )

Incredible Speakers -LED Illuminated Electric Loading Jack
-Oual Deep Cycle Batteries -Powerful Roof Rir Conditioner
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514-831-3 80 0A
www.TravelLiteCampers.com



Fridge on the Fritz

A Florida reader asked RV Resolutions to intervene
when he wasn't fully reimbursed after paying to fix his
fifth-wheel's refrigerator:

» When the cooling unit on the Norcold 1200 refrigerator
in my Keystone Montana failed on February 3, 2016, | took
it to Nature Coast RV in Crystal River, Florida. Because
the cooling unit was still under warranty, Nature Coast
contacted Norcold to begin the warranty process, but then
the unit started working again.

On December 11, 2016, the cooling unit failed a second
time. Although the unit was out of warranty by then,
Norcold replaced it at no charge, but my request to have
the cost of labor covered was denied. | feel Norcold did not
consider the initial February time frame when the unit first
quit working but was still covered by the warranty.

Thank you for any assistance you can provide.

Christian S. Westhall, Lecanto, Florida

THE COMPANY RESPONDS
RV Resolutions contacted Norcold's parent company,
Thetford Corporation, on Christian Westhall's behalf and
received the following reply from the customer-service
department:

Regarding Mr. Westhall's cooling-unit replacement, a “no
cooling” report was made to Norcold on February 10, 2016.
However, no further action was taken because the unit
started working again. The initial report was taken into
consideration when Norcold provided a cooling unit out of

goodwill in December of 2016, although the refrigerator
was eight months out of warranty.

We believe that our team has already made a fair
concession by honoring the one-year parts-only warranty
when the product was in fact out of warranty. However, |
am prepared to reimburse $577.50 for the labor incurred
for the cooling-unit installation.

Kimberley Gordon, Senior Manager
Customer Service, Thetford Corporation
Ann Arbor, Michigan

A week later, RV Resolutions received a thank-you note
from Westhall:

» | am happy to let you know that, thanks to your efforts,
| have received a refund in the amount of $577.50, which
covers the labor charge to install the cooling unit in our
refrigerator. Just saying thanks doesn’t seem like it is
enough gratitude, but it's the best | have. Thank you!
C.S.W.

Trouble with Tires

When the extended warranty did
not cover replacement of all of a
California reader’s failed RV tires and
the resulting damage to his fifth-
wheel, he turned to RV Resolutions:

» On July 6, 2015, we purchased four
G-rated radials from Big O Tires in
Hollister, Missouri. We also paid for
a three-year protection plan.

In June of 2016, | noticed a bubble
on the sidewall of one of the tires
and replaced the tire with one of two
spares. In August of 2016, two of the
tires had blowouts, causing damage
to the right wheel and fender skirt.
| called my road-service provider
to have a replacement brought out,
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since | had only one spare left. My
jack was destroyed when | lent it to
the mobile tire service because their
jack was leaking.

When | called Big O Tires, the rep
said they would replace two of the
three tires, but between the third tire,
the fender, the wheel and the jack,
| spent $448.25 out of pocket. Big O
does not want to deal with me.
Lennie Burke, Hemet, California

NEED HELP?

between consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessory suppliers
and service providers. After exhausting all other resources without success,

please send a typed letter to Trailer Life RV Resolutions, 2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036. Include copies of appropriate bills and
correspondence as well as a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

RV Resolutions is a forum for the settlement of conflicts

Although Big O Tires did not respond
directly to two requests from RV Res-
olutions, we did receive a follow-up
note from Lennie Burke:

[ would like to thank Trailer Life
and RV Resolutions for your help
in resolving this matter. | received
a check today from Big O Tires,
bringing this issue to a close.
LB.®




Savings can tgke you to
amazinaz sights.

GEICD for your RV

geico.com | 1-877-434-2678 | Local Office

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of
Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2017 GEICO
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THE BEST RV PARKS

Good Sam Club members save on nightly stays

Fifty-one years have passed since the launch of the Good Sam Club,
and the halo-topped mascot still has a lot to smile about, including
10 percent off the nightly rate at 2,189 Good Sam Parks. The 10
percent discount saves members on RV vacations across North
America — from Alaska, with 30 Good Sam Parks, to Florida, with a whopping 205
Good Sam Parks.

Getting the Good Sam Park discount is practically effortless. Members show
their Good Sam Club membership card at the park’s registration desk, and 10
percent is deducted from the regular nightly RV rate right on the spot.

Of course, the Good Sam Park logo signifies more than the 10 percent discount.
The familiar symbol is members’ assurance that these destinations have met or
exceeded the stringent quality standards established by the Good Sam Club.

» To locate Good Sam Parks, go to www.goodsam.com/travel, use the Find a
Campground search tool and click on the Good Sam Parks Only box.

More Ways to Save

September Savings: Camping World hosts its annual U-Bag-It
Sale on September 8 and 9 this year. Members can find deals
and details in the Camping World flyer delivered in the mail.

Save the Dates: Mark your calendars for Good Sam Days at
Camping World, November 2 through 5, when members enjoy
exclusive deals on RV supplies and outdoor gear.

More Club Perks: Members can save even more with coupon offers on dining, hotels,
shopping and attractions wherever they go. Visit www.goodsamclub.com/perks to
find available offers, plus Camping World Hot Deals and additional coupon savings.

HAVE A
SAFE TRIP

How to protect your home
when you're on the roam

Homeowners tend

to put off installing

a home-security
system for two
reasons: it's too
expensive and

too much trouble.
The hardware can be costly,
installation typically requires
drilling holes and snaking wires
throughout the house, and most
monitoring plans come with a
long-term contract. Consequently,
many people postpone installing a
system or decide not to do it at all.

In response, SimpliSafe
introduced an affordable system
that can be set up in less than an
hour without hardwiring. The cost
for 24/7 alarm monitoring with
police dispatch is a reasonable
$15 a month, and the plan can
be canceled at any time. The
system is ideal for RVers and
other frequent travelers who
want to make sure their home is
safe while they're away without
spending a fortune to do so.

To encourage Good Sam
members to give it a try, SimpliSafe
is offering two months of free
monitoring with the purchase of
the system, and shipping is free.
Members who aren’t satisfied can
return the hardware within 60
days for a full refund.

» To learn more about the
SimpliSafe home-security system
and the Good Sam Club offer for
60 days of free monitoring, go to
www.simplisafe.com/trailer.

CANINE COPILOT wWhen Good Sam Club members Larry and Clarice Marty hit the road in their

Winnebago Aspect, they buckle up their pooch, Pippi, in grand style. The black Chihuahua wears sporty
Doggles sunglasses to protect her eyes and snuggles up in a faux-sheepskin-lined booster seat that the
Grovetown, Georgia, couple calls Pippi’s Palace.

GOOD SAM CLUB | 800-234-3450 | WWW.GOODSAMCLUB.COM | CLUB@GOODSAM.COM
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The votes are in, and the Pala Casino RV Resort has been named one
of the best places to spend your vacation. Come discover fun and

excitement in the foothills of the Palomar Mountains. You'll enjoy
RESU RT comfort, fantastic amenities and unbelievable views. This luxurious
RV Resort has a heated pool and 2 spas, and it is just a short shuttle

YOUR NEXT GREAT VACATION  ride to the four-diamond Pala Casino Spa and Resort.

100 FULL-SERVICE SITES INDOOR AMENITIES

* Grass Lawns and Picnic Tables » Games, Billiard Table, Card Tables e 3 Flat-Screen TVs
e 77 -30"x 55' Back-In-Sites

« 6-30'x 60’ Luxury Sites with BBQ Grills OUTDOOR AMENITIES

e 17-30"x 70" Pull-Through Sites
20-30-50 Amp Power * Heated Pool  5BBQ Grill Areas e Table Tennis
Electric, Water & Sewer Hook-ups * Horseshoe Pit * Fenced Dog Park

Free Wi-Fi & Cable TV

Restrooms & Showers FOR ADDITIONAL CHARGE

Key Card Access to Amenities i }
24-hour Security Patrol * Clubhouse with 2 Kitchens « Laundry (24 Hours)

Propane Fuel Available * 3 Pets Per RV ($5/Pet - 7-Day Restrictions)
Free Shuttle to Casino * Early Check-In/Late Check-Out (Based on Availability)

pALA CASINg

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 1.844.4PALARV (1.844.472.5278)

KV/%SORT Pala RV Resort: 11042 Hwy 76, Pala, CA 92059 + PALACASINO.COM

Please Gamble Responsibly. Gambling Helpline 1-800-522-4700

Pala Casino Spa & Resort, Circle 128 on Reader Service Card




Adventure Ah

With two entrances, three slideouts and a trendsetting wind
Outback Super-Lite 332FK is a couple’s ticket to the great

hen you hear the word
“Outback,” what comes
to mind? A beautiful yet

untamed wilderness in the middle

of Australia that requires ruggedness
and self-sufficiency for survival? It's
unlikely that's what designers at Key-
stone RV had in mind 15 years ago when
they released the first Outback travel
trailer, but they certainly were thinking
of out-of-the-way adventures that didn’t
sacrifice comfort and convenience.

That theme continues with the 15th-
anniversary Outback Super-Lite 332FK,
a great couples’ floorplan, which, with
its standard Arctic Barrier Package, is
designed to take occupants comfortably
to their favorite destinations, whatever
the weather. In this case, we conducted
our test at the Indian Ranch concert
venue and campground on Lake Char-
goggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubuna-
gungamaug in Webster, Massachusetts
— Webster Lake, for short.

The 2018 Outback 332FK is a travel-
trailer version of the Keystone Montana
3820FK fifth-wheel we reviewed in the
August 2016 issue. The most striking
feature is the automotive-style wind-
shield behind the front dinette. The
dark-tinted windshield affords a com-
manding view that opens up the whole
kitchen and dining area.

The dinette, one of the most
comfortable in the RV industry, isn’t
convertible for sleeping, although the
windshield is easily darkened by a black
pull-down shade. The dinette benches
are well utilized, however, providing
access to the passenger-side storage
compartment, the 35,000-Btu furnace,
the 6-gallon gas/electric water heater
and electrical-system components that
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include the 75-amp converter.

Above the dinette is a wood ceiling
fixture with LED accent lighting and a
three-globe chandelier. As is common
with RVs these days, lighting through-
out the Outback is LED, and most of
the fixtures are standard single or dual
housings with a sliding switch. Flooring
is vinyl with an attractive gray-plank pat-
tern, except for the carpeted bedroom.

Housed in a long streetside slideout,
the adjacent kitchen is nicely equipped
with a Dometic 8-cubic-foot refrigerator
and an Atwood range with a 17-inch oven.
The 900-watt High Pointe turntable-
free microwave features Diamond
Wave technology that, according to the
company, cooks food evenly without
spinning. This also means the glass
turntable won't rattle and dislodge
every time the trailer takes a trip.

Well-made cabinets have solid-
maple doors and ample solid-surface
countertops that include an L-shaped
extension. The under-mount double-
bowl sink features a high-rise pull-out
faucet. The layout is compact, but the
sink and appliances form the ideal
kitchen triangle, making cooking
chores easier.

Across from the kitchen in the
passenger-side slideout is a large
pantry with tons of room to store ev-
erything from pots and pans to culinary
treats. When extended, the opposing
slideouts expand the space for not only
a convenient kitchen but also a nicely
equipped living area.

The test trailer had reclining theater
seating in the passenger-side slide and
a pull-out sofa sleeper in the driver-side
slide. The rearward wall contains an
entertainment center with a 50-inch LED

TV, a DVD-stereo system and an elec-
tric fireplace, all set in an attractive
cabinet with plenty of space for com-
ponents, DVDs or whatever you wish
to store. Two cubbies, one with a USB
charging station, are tucked above two
cabinets with solid maple doors. Below
are two more doors with frosted-glass
inserts that match the cabinets above
the sofa sleeper.

While the Outback Super-Lite
332FK is ideal for couples, there is
minimal additional sleeping space.
The pull-out sofa sleeper is full, not

The Outback 332FK’s automotive-style
windshield is among its more striking ;
- exterior features. Inside, the laminated
glass creates a picture-window effect
across the frontof the trailer.




ead

shield, Keystone's
outdoors

queen size, so two adults may not fit on
it comfortably. However, there is more
than ample space for entertaining and
enjoying meals with friends, courtesy
of the U-shaped dinette, without the
constricting feeling some standard RV
dinettes impose.

Movies should sound pretty good
with the iRV Technologies DVD stereo
with 2.1 surround in zone 1, although
the test unit’s zone 1 was wired to the
bedroom. Zone 2 receives standard ste-
reo audio. The third zone is interesting,
in that it has an independent-control
function, which means it can play differ-
ent media than the other zones. While
controlling this takes some acclimation,
it's a great feature that allows the outside
speakers to play music, even streamed

article by Chris Dougherty photos by Michael Gordon

wirelessly through a Bluetooth device,
while those inside enjoy different tunes
or stereo-TV audio.

The system features two HDMI out-
puts and one input, and features an audio
return channel (ARC), so the audio of
whatever source is being watched on a
compatible television, whether over-the-
air, satellite or cable TV, will play through
the stereo via the HDMI ARC. The stereo
is also controlled by a proprietary smart-
phone app, allowing the user to stream
music as well as control many functions.

Speaking of smart devices, the
Outback Super-Lite comes standard
with the ASA Electronics iN-Command
system. This trailer-automation system
controls the slideouts, awning, water
heater, tank-level sensors and most of
the lighting through a wall-mounted
touch-screen display or a mobile app.
The ability to control the slideouts and
awning from outside while being able
to check clearances is a convenient
feature. So is being able to turn on all
the lights from the tow vehicle during
a nighttime arrival. In the 332FK, the
display is mounted to the hallway wall
outside the bathroom door.

The side-aisle bathroom in the
332FK is good sized. The shower has a
rounded front with a frosted-glass sur-

round and two sliding doors that meet
in the middle, held tight by a magnetic
strip. The shower has the usual shelves
and ample room for even a 6-footer to
feel comfortable, especially with the
skylight overhead. The vanity and sink
are compact but work fine. A ceramic
Thetford toilet sits kitty-corner between
the doors. The bathroom features a
large linen closet with plenty of room,
and hooks on the doors provide a place
to hang damp towels.

The carpeted master suite is as nice
as any we've seen in a travel trailer. An
entry door on the passenger’s side pro-
vides outside access, and a convenient
countertop and wall full of cabinets,
drawers and a closet are on the same
side. The cabinetry continues its elegant
look and feel from the living area.
Drawers are large enough to hold a
good amount of clothes, and the closet
is adequately sized for two.

With its nicely sewn padded-vinyl
headboard, the standard king bed will
appeal to many, but its area-filling size
in the slideout eliminates space for any
type of bedside table. The aforemen-
tioned counter across from the bed has
a USB charging station and 120-volt AC
receptacles, but to have a smartphone,
CPAP or other electronic device close at




ILLUSTRATION BY BILL TIPTON

hand while in bed requires leaving them
on the floor, placing them on the window
valance or setting them inside the over-
bed cabinet, which will require the use of
an extension cord from the outlet on the
back wall of the trailer or the bathroom
wall on the other side.

The bedroom has excellent ventila-
tion, with a roof vent, jalousie windows
by the cabinets and across the back
wall, and a single window on each side
of the bed in the slide, in addition to the
exterior door.

As mentioned, this trailer comes
with the Arctic Barrier Package, which,
according to the company, features
R-14 roof insulation, R-7 block foam
in the laminated side walls and R-10
block foam in the laminated floor. The
heated and enclosed underbelly pro-
tects the tanks, piping and waste valves,
allowing an extended travel season in
frosty conditions.

The upgraded frameless windows
are dark-tinted and single-pane, which

(Above left) Gourmet meal prep is a snap in the kitchen with an L-shaped extension, ample
solid-surface counter space and plenty of drawers and cabinets for storage. The living room

is ideal for entertaining with an electric fireplace, LED TV, DVD-stereo system and room for
components in the attractive cabinet. (Above right) The front dinette is roomy and comfortable.
A black pull-down shade covers the front windshield.

means they have an insulation R-value
of about 1, which offsets some of the
commendable insulation elsewhere

in the trailer. Dual-pane windows
would be a logical option, in light of
the Arctic Barrier package promoted
in the selling literature.

The trailer is equipped with a 15,000-
Btu Coleman-Mach ducted air condi-
tioner and 50-amp electrical service, and
wired for a second air conditioner in the
bedroom to replace the roof vent.

Experience has shown that any RV
out in the bright sun on hot days will
heat up, making cooling systems less
effective, and with a trailer this size, the
second air conditioner would be a good
option in these conditions. During our
test, the trailer was in bright sun, includ-
ing two days of temperatures from 90 to
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95 degrees Fahrenheit, and the single air
conditioner wasn’t quite enough.

The exterior of the trailer is clad
in pearl-white gel-coated high-gloss
fiberglass and attractive appliqués. A
textured, diamond-pattern lower panel
(called a J-wrap) adds a nice touch and
reduces unsightly dents and scratches
that are commonly found in this area
after time on the road.

For this floorplan, the most striking
exterior feature is the front cap, which
utilizes a unique spray-on bed-liner rock
guard on the lower half and the Guardian
PrivaGuard windshield above, with the
Outback logo emblazoned across the
top. Small dot-style LED marker lights
enhance the design. The windshield is
durable and not only looks appealing but
opens the front of the trailer to a pan-
oramic view while making it difficult for
people to see inside during the day.

The Outback has an optional BAL
7.0 auto-leveling system ($2,603) that
is controlled by a touch-screen panel
on the driver’s-side front corner of the
trailer. Mated to the BAL NXG Frame,
the system uses a special A-frame jack,
two straight-acting jacks behind the
wheels and four lateral-arm stabilizer
jacks to level the trailer by supporting its
full weight and prevent movement. It's a
good idea to practice with the A-frame
jack because it has a long extension foot,
and the travel can be exceeded if the
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(Right) The side-aisle bathroom features

a frosted-glass-surround corner shower,

a ceramic toilet, a good size linen closet
and enough room to move around. (Far
right) A huge pantry stands across from the
kitchen in the passenger-side slide, adding
to the trailer’s abundant interior storage.

ground is off level enough. A few blocks
of wood as leveling jack pads can help
address this potential problem.

On this floorplan, the plastic touch-
screen door opens right in front of the

water-heater exhaust, which could melt
the door and cause damage if the water
heater happens to be firing while using
the leveling controls. For this reason, it's
important to keep the touch-screen door
locked when not in use. A small bead-
chain holdback would help eliminate this
issue. That said, we operated the system
numerous times, and it is a great conve-
nience that works well.

The 332FK is equipped with a 19-
foot Dometic electric awning with an
LED light strip at the top. This awning
deploys above the passenger-side

living-room slideout and can't be tilted
or otherwise adjusted without the top of
the slide protruding into the fabric. This
is common on RVs with a passenger-
side slide, and we prefer a larger aw-
ning that extends to the rear door of the
trailer to provide more under-awning
space. The outside power outlet and TV
connection are located toward the back
of the trailer, so use of a TV under the

awning will require an extension cord
and a long coax cable.

The rear of the trailer has a fold-
down platform that also acts as a bike
rack, but the design and execution are a
bit of a miss. The platform has a so-so
200-pound rating, and the platform itself
is heavy and interferes with the roof lad-
der. The bike-rack bar is little more than
a metal post with a pin that has a huge
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NEW TireMinder® TM-77

» Huge, Crystal Clear LCD Display

* Multi-Vehicle Disconnect (MVD)

* Signal Booster, Auto-Scroll,
Auto-Search and Mode Indicators

* Low, High, Leaking, Temperature
and Blowout Alerts

« Up to 22 Tires (0-232PSI), Simultaneous
PS| and Temperature

(READERS CHOICE

NEW TireMinder” Smart TPMS™

¢ iPhone, iPad and Android Compatible

¢ Bluetooth LE Adapter with Backup
Alert System

¢+ Rhino Signal Booster included
for Superior Range

e Auto-Scroll, Auto-Search and
Mode Indicators

* Low, High, Leaking, Temperature and
Blowout Alerts

* Up to 22 Tires (0-232PSI), Simultaneous
PSl and Temperature



amount of movement once installed, and
the passenger-side locking pin wouldn’t
align with the gate in the down position.
While we can certainly see the benefit

of having a gate like this on a trailer, a
little more design time and factory atten-
tion to detail are needed to hit the mark.
That said, drilling out the holes, repaint-
ing and fabricating a new bike rack will
make this a usable feature; just don’t
put too much weight on it.

The water and sewage utilities are
common and protected from the outside
elements to some extent. The water
inlet, tank-fill valve, black-tank flush
and cable- and satellite-TV inlets are
conveniently housed in a side-wall utility
compartment. The trailer has one black
and two gray tanks and uses remote
cable-style dump valves with handles
up on the frame.

While the rear discharge is pretty
easily accessed, the front gray tank for
the kitchen sink is way up under the
front slideout and requires crawling
under the trailer to access when the
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Enjoy the View

Travel trailers have had front windows

for years. The problem is that the window
needed to be covered by a rock guard dur-
ing travel to keep from being damaged by
road debris. When open, the guard acts as
a window awning, but it can obscure some
of the view, requires maintenance and of-
fers a place for wasps and hornets to nest.
Consequently, the use of front windows
with rock guards slowly became extinct.

In a game changer, Keystone rolled
out two 2016 fifth-wheels with the patent-
pending Guardian PrivaGuard windshield.
For 2017 Keystone added PrivaGuard
windshields on the 15th-anniversary
Outback line of travel trailers with the
332FK and 333FE floorplans.

The fully laminated automotive-style
windshield, which is made in the USA, is
designed to be installed in a reinforced
fiberglass cap in the same way a wind-
shield is installed in a motorhome. In
this case, the windshield is deeply tinted,
providing privacy and excellent solar per-

formance. It serves as a picture window,
allowing people inside to see out, yet no
one can see in during the day, according
to Matthew Eder, general manager of
Guardian’s Custom Glass Solutions.

“The forward-facing glass on the
Outback is laminated glass, which is the
same construction as a windshield on
any RV or car,” Eder said. “That means if
arock or some other object impacts the
glass, it may break, but it will stay in place
and provide protection from the elements
until it can be replaced. If the glass was
tempered — like most other windows on
a travel trailer — and it broke, it would
shatter into small pieces, and there would
be no protection from the elements.”

855-782-5246
www.customglasssolutions.com
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« Stores securely right inside the door
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+ Adjustable feet for uneven terrain
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+ Designed to work with 5th wheels
and travel trailers
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(Above left) Outside features include a 120-volt AC receptacle and a cable-TV connection aft
of the rear door. (Above right) The iRV Technologies DVD-stereo system has three speaker
zones and allows control through the receiver panel or an app on Bluetooth-enabled devices.
The receiver contains a CD/DVD drive, an SD-card slot, and USB and HDMI ports.

slide is extended. This is common for
this kind of design. Connecting a hose
to it before deploying the slide is recom-
mended, using a wye fitting and a couple
of shorter hoses like Camco’s Rhino
Extreme setup, as we did. Replacing the
dump valves with electric models will
make dumping a whole lot easier.
Exterior storage is adequate, with a
smaller compartment on the front pas-
senger’s side, which is lit and contains
the battery-disconnect switch. The
compartment is located under one of the
dinette benches and is large enough for
hitch items and some patio essentials;
we fit four large bag chairs in it. This
model has no cross-trailer storage, so
longer items like fishing rods and flag
poles will have to reside inside the trailer
or the tow vehicle.
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OUTBACK

There is a much larger carpeted
compartment in the rear slideout under
the master bed that can hold the 50-amp
power cord and other bigger items. High
on the to-do list would be replacing this
carpet with water-resistant flooring, as
outdoor compartments with carpeting
tend to hold water and odors, and will
eventually rot.

Overall, we really liked the 2018
Outback Super-Lite 332FK for its solid
build quality, excellent equipment list,
overall storage and upscale appeal. This
floorplan is ideal for couples who like to
travel in comfort and style, and entertain
friends without necessarily inviting them
to spend the night. &

Special thanks to Flagg RV in Uxbridge, Massachusetts.
888-352-4478, www.flaggrv.com
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IS YOUR CANOPY OLD, FADED,
DAMAGED, STAINED?

Life happens and your awning canopy can suffer with fading, FABRICS :  Vinyl

. . . . ¢ Premium Vinyl
staining, tearing, and wear. Go to the awning experts for help! | Aaylic
Awnings get plenty of abuse from weather, critters, overzealous operators and i solids
more. So if your canopy'’s past its prime, it's probably time to spruce up your RV's o
style with Carefree replacement canopy fabric. Fullview Open Weave

Regardless of the awning brand you own, Carefree has the most choices to

help you put the wow back on your RV! Our replacement options include fabric

. L . . . FABRIC : Vinyl
choices, hundreds of color and pattern combinations, exclusive fabric protection PROTECTION © FlXguard™

technologies and different methods to get it done (see the chart at right). { Uniguard™

¢ Alumaguard™

Because awnings are our only e
WAYS TO GET ade to order

business we spend every day - __ T — : ITDONE : Universal One-Piece
coming up with better ways - P . glrzemnnne

to give you shade. So when it . .

comes to replacement products,

there’s only one place to go!

Visit our website for information

Carefree of Colorado, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card

Quality « Value
Performance « Style

Get some great replacement ideas at www.carefreeofcolorado.com/ReplaceMyCanopy




» Protect your 6.7L FORD diesel fuel system
Pys : from costly repairs NOT covered by OE warranty.
] Our system includes 2 micron filtration and doesn’t
require any cutting of the factory fuel lines!

.fa" an hma |- E G ENDARY OPTION S

2003-2010 Ford 5R110

SEE OUR EXCLUSIVE IN THE

. TRAILER LIFE MAY 2015 ISSUE
CA L L U s ¥ 8 8 8 41 4 3 4 5 7 DieselSite, Circle 110 on Reader Service Card



(Top to bottom) The compactness and off-

road capabilities of the Expedition promote
dry camping in remote locations where
conventional travel trailers can’t be towed.
The trailer easily goes off the grid with a built-
in 6-amp charger for the Group 24 AGM deep-
cycle battery and a 30-amp controller for the
optional solar panel. Turtleback works with

23 Zero to provide a variety of rooftop-tent
options. The tent on the test unit had an alumi-
num access ladder and a 3-inch foam mattress
that was equivalent to a king-size bed.

ad Expedition

article and photos by Bruce W. Smith

Equipped with a rooftop tent and all the essentials, Turtleback’s
adventuresome 112-foot trailer takes the roads less traveled

n a typical road map of Oregon,
the area between highways 20,
126 and 242 is a green-shaded

blank spot shaped like the Bermuda
Triangle. No towns. No roads. But the
fine detail of a U.S. Forest Service map
shows dozens of dirt roads spider-
webbing through the vastness where
the Deschutes National Forest butts
up against the Willamette National
Forest about 20 miles west of the little
town of Sisters.

These are the types of roads that
attract owners of four-wheel-drive
vehicles seeking out-of-the-way places
to explore and camp. They are also
the perfect setting to test the 2018
Expedition from Turtleback Trailers,

a high-clearance tent trailer designed
for off-the-grid camping. We loaded
up the trailer, hitched it to a 2017 Jeep
Grand Cherokee Trailhawk and set up
the nav system to get us on Oregon
Forest Service Road 2076.

The Expedition is the flagship and
most popular model of Phoenix-based
Turtleback’s four off-road trailer of-

ferings, and it's designed and outfitted
to make backcountry and desert dry
camping quite pleasurable.

“A Turtleback trailer makes it
simple,” says the company’s owner,
Dave Munsterman. “Keep it stocked
with nonperishable foods and water,
then just add clothes and some fresh
food, and you're ready for the next
adventure.”

Turtlebacks are built tough. The
frame is 2x3-inch box-steel welded to
a 4x7-foot box formed from 18-gauge
steel. The box is divided by a sturdy
Baltic birch panel, the rear half of which
carries the built-in galley, 12-volt DC
water pump, 42-gallon freshwater tank
and 6-gallon DSI water heater.

The front half has a spacious stor-
age compartment complete with a
weather-sealed and locking access door
on each side, which made it easy to stow
bulky items such as campfire wood. A
little 50-quart ARB fridge-freezer plugs
into one of the dual 120-volt AC recep-
tacles on the divider wall that are pow-
ered by a 1,000-watt Xantrex inverter.
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On top of the roof is a steel-rack system
tied directly into the frame for the op-
tional rooftop tent (RTT).

There’s also a pair of additional
storage boxes, one on each side, for
gear and provisions. The one on the
driver’s side is 45 inches long with a
strut-assisted flip-up lid, and it's where
we stored the tent and awning poles,
wheel chocks and camp shovel. In the
25-inch-long streetside box, with a nice
flip-down door, we kept bottles of water
and a few canned goods.

Up front, atop the trailer’'s A-frame,
is a triangular 48x32-inch nose box
made from the same material as the
main body, with gas struts, a stainless-
steel locking-latch system and automo-
tive-style weather stripping to seal out
dust and water. Inside is the power-
distribution system, with a Group 24
AGM deep-cycle battery, a battery-dis-
connect and fuse block, a 6-amp marine
battery charger, the inverter and a 30-
amp digital solar controller for an op-
tional flexible solar panel. There’s also
plenty of space left over for tools, tow
straps, a small chainsaw and a 5-gallon
jerrycan, which is what we stored.

The Expedition has a built-in Lift
point at each corner to accommodate a
jack. The chassis is hot-dip galvanized,
and it, along with the fenders, rear
bumper, storage-compartment floors
and steps, is coated with spray-on-type
truck-bed-liner material to make it as
durable as possible for off-road use.
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(Top) Turtleback equips the Expedition with a 10-inch single-row LED light on each side to
provide 360-degree-perimeter illumination. All of the lights are LEDs, including those in the
front storage box and nose box. (Above left) Turtleback mounts an LP-gas cylinder on the
driver’s corner of the trailer so it’s next to the galley. An optional second cylinder goes on the
opposite corner. (Above right) The pass-through storage compartment at the front can hold
an enormous amount of gear. We used it as a mini woodshed and a place to keep coolers.

The trailer is carried by a 3,500-
pound Flexiride torsion-style axle run-
ning Pro Comp 16-inch wheels wrapped
with 32-inch 265/75R BFGoodrich Mud-
Terrain KM2s. This combination places
more than 18 inches of space between
the reinforced-steel bottom of the
trailer and terra firma. The Expedition
also comes with a matching wheel and
spare on the heavy-duty swing-away tire
carrier, which has a stainless-steel fold-
down table on the backside.

When the tire carrier is swung into

the locked-open position, the rear door
can be opened in the opposite direction
to access the smartly designed galley
area. Turtleback used Baltic birch to
construct the pantry shelf on the back of
the door, the drawers that serve as the
base for the gas stove and the stainless-
steel sink, and the pull-out shelf above
them. The Cook Partner two-burner
LP-gas stove (a $600 upgrade] is easy to
use, and the 18-inch width fits a couple
of typical household pots and pans.

We liked the automatic LP-gas



Swinging the rear door open
reveals the built-in galley. The
stainless-steel tablefolds up flat
to store against the spare tire.

shutoff to prevent accidentally setting
the top shelf on fire when the stove is in
its open position. There’s a handy reset
switch on the wall behind the stove to
resume the gas feed, which was used

a lot until we learned to keep items that
would be needed during cooking in a
lower drawer or on the pantry shelf.

The trailer comes plumbed with
hot and cold water, and cleanups are
a cinch with the deep, stainless-steel
sink. The faucet lies flat when the glass
top is placed on the sink for a work
space. It takes just a couple minutes
for the hot-water tank to supply steam-
ing water to the faucet or the external
shower at the back of the trailer.

An RTT is an option on most off-
road-trailer packages, and the Expedi-
tion is no exception. The test trailer
was equipped with a 23 Zero RTT on
the rack, providing spacious sleeping
accommodations for two. The self-sup-
porting RTT flips open in seconds, with
no tent poles required. It's a comfortable
space with a king-size closed-cell foam
mattress, screened windows around
the sides and two large, screened “sky-
lights” in the roof.

We didn’t get a chance to view the
stars, as it rained one night and temps
were in the low 40s the next with a stiff
breeze. But those conditions did show
us how well the 23 Zero is constructed
and made us happy the trailer was also
equipped with Turtleback’s Essentials
Bundle ($2,029), which includes the Oz-
Tent Foxwing swing-out awning.

The four-panel Foxwing spreads out
270 degrees around the side and rear of
the trailer like a fan. It takes seconds to
deploy and just a couple minutes to put
down the ground anchors and alumi-
num poles that support the aluminum
awning arms.

Pulling the Expedition behind the
Jeep Grand Cherokee Trailhawk was
dramaless. The Expedition weighs 1,550
pounds dry, and with the freshwater
tank, water-heater and LP-gas cylinder
filled, and the tent and awning on board,
it tipped the scales at a mere 2,470
pounds, well below the 271-horse-
power, 3.2-liter V-6 Trailhawk’s towing
capacity of up to 4,500 pounds.

Two reasons the trailer tows well
on-road and off are the Max Coupler
swivel hitch (included in the options

@ More Big Things in Small Packages

Check out dozens of other mini camping trailers that can be towed by a range of commonly
owned vehicles in our Tiny Trailers series on the Trailer Life website. The series includes

exclusive online roundups of off-road trailers, contemporary teardrops and easy-towing
conventional trailers with gross vehicle weight ratings of 3,500 pounds or less. We've also
posted a time-lapse video showing how to set up the Turtleback Expedition.

SWIVEL WHEEL.CON

I P T

866-794-8357

500-1200 LB. CAPACITY ,TORSION SUSPENS/ON
CANNOT JACKKNIFE OR FISHTAIL

281-391-6750

2

towing

with Demco AUTOMATIC SLIDING

5% wheel hitches for 5 /2 &
6 Y ft truck beds.

Available in 13, 18 and 21 K

towing capacities.

§00.545.2626

www. demco-products.com

Bemco

Fast Master Products, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card

Dethmers Manufacturing, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card
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SPECIFICATIONS

2018 TURTLEBACK EXPEDITION

a New Winnebago
Forza Motorhome Exterior Length

Exterior Width

Exterior Height

Interior Length (Tent)

Interior Width (Tent) 52"
Interior Height (Tent) 41"
Construction Steel, aluminum, Baltic birch
Freshwater Cap. 42 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 5gal.
Water-Heater Cap. 6 gal.
Refrigerator 1.67 cu. ft.
Inverter 1,000 watt
Battery Group 24 AGM deep cycle
Tires 265/75R16 MT
Suspension Flexiride rubber torsion

Weight (freshwater, water heater, LP-gas
full; no cargo) 2,470 lbs.

Hitch Weight 125 lbs.
Axle Weight 2,345 lbs.
GVWR 3,500 Lbs.
GAWR 3,500 lbs.
Cargo Carrying Cap. 1,030 lbs.
MSRP, Base $18,995
MSRP, As Tested $26,380

Basic Warranty 2 years/trailer
10 years/chassis

or

a Quarter of a Million Dollars in Ca

A All proceeds benefit Innovations Housing, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization -.
that builds affordable homes for low-income families around the world.

Tickets Only
$100.00 Each
No More Than 7,500
Tickets Will Be Sold

Drawing Will Be
August 31st, 2017

Raffle monitored by Redwine &Tegerstrand, CPAs of Redding, CA.
State of California, Department of Justice Raffle Registration
Number R-173. Must be over 18 to enter. Void where prohibited.
Winner need not be present to win.

Winner will take home a new 38-foot Winnebago Forza motorhome
or $250,000.00. Winner responsible for taxes, title and license.

/% Topurchase tickets with a Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express call
37 +1 (800) 764-8096 toll free or +1 (530) 243-5693. _
\ or mail a check to Post Office Box 991846, Redding, CA 96099-1846, USA. Y
For more information visit www.innovationshousing.org.

Innovations Housing, Circle 148 on Reader Service Card

855-732-2383, www.turtlebacktrailers.com
Circle 151 on Reader Service Card

A Smooth Air:Ride sth Wheel Hilch

I an easy to remove package

- " TRAILERSAVER
ment and independent wheel travel.
5”3 Em W”ggI”i’M The Expedition does a nice job on rough
terrain, and with the trailer’s 18-inch

ground clearance, the tow vehicle will
hit bottom long before the trailer.
* Solid Holland-Binkley style head Along with the light trailer weight,
hitch weight is only about 150 pounds
loaded. That means it's easy for two
people to spin the trailer around if nec-
* Assembles in two pieces essary. The short wheelbase allowed
o for easy installation it to follow closely in the Jeep's tire

» and removal tracks, so it's right at home on narrow
« Fits standard rails dirt rqads and easy to maneuver in tight
camping spots.

With an as-tested price of $26,380, the
Turtleback Expedition is positioned in the
upper-middle price point among nicely
equipped off-road trailers. For those who
love the solitude and adventure that re-
mote camping brings, it's a trailer worthy
of serious consideration. &

H ’ ,'_\ bundle) and the torsion axle that allow
’"trﬂduﬂlng a moderate amount of trailer move-

* Eliminates 97% of road shock

* | 1/8” thick jaws that completely
encircle the kingpin

g Call 1-800-410-6580 for more information
HENSLEY 800.410.6580 - www. IrailerSaver.com

Hensley Manufacturing Inc., Circle 145 on Reader Service Card

30 TRAILERLIFE September 2017



MORE FREEDOM

Long distances, harsh elements, and fluctuating fuel prices
are just some of the challenges you and your truck face. Be _
ready with a range-maximizing fuel tank system from Transfer  ° &
Flow. Tap every last ounce of your truck’s towing and hauling ﬁ; IN-BED AUXILIARY FUEL TANKS
capabilities with an in-bed auxiliary fuel tank, toolbox and fuel
tank combo, or larger replacement fuel tank.

When your truck can tow a 22,000 Ib. trailer across the country
without breaking a sweat, don't compromise the performance or
quality of your fuel system with a lightweight plastic container.

Transfer Flow fuel tanks are manufactured from American-made
aluminized steel and aluminum diamond plate.

TOOLBOX AND
FUEL TANK COMBOS

Transfer Flow Inc., Circle 140 on Reader Service Card

Spend less time at the pump, and more time on the road!

To find the fuel tank that best fits your needs, or to locate an
authorized installer of Transfer Flow fuel tanks near you,
call or visit our website at transferflow.com.

¥ TRANSFER FLOW, INC.

The Leader in Aftermarket Fuel Tank Systems ™

We Fuel Your Adventures.”
S
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ACADIA, THE FIRST NATIONAL PARK IN THE EASTERN UNITED STATES,
OFFERS ABUNDANT ACTIVITIES FROM HIKING GRANITE PEAKS AND
BIKING HISTORIC CARRIAGE ROADS TO BASKING IN BREATHTAKING

SCENERY AND WANDERING THROUGH SHOPS AND GALLERIES

ong before French explorer Samuel de Champlain
named the largest island off Maine’s rocky coast ile des
Monts Deserts (Mount Desert Island in English), the
Wabanaki Indians, who'd been hunting and fishing here

for some 5,000 years, were calling it Pemetic (“sloping land”).

“Sloping” — and so much more. This is magnificent,
dramatic terrain, where wide, glacier-gouged mountaintops
are treeless and granite is lichen-stained. An extraordinary
fiard (a smaller version of a fjord), also created by the glacier,
nearly cuts the island in half. Craggy bluffs plunge stair-
stepped to the Atlantic, and hammering breakers launch like
geysers against the rocks. It's a world of sea versus shoreline.

The island claims more than a dozen mountains, some
of them dotted high up with car-size boulders, delicately
balanced “err ‘bubbles” ci .

spruce forest was destroyed in a massive fire more than half
a century ago. And there are alpinelike ponds, cobblestone
beaches and endless sublime vistas of island-speckled sea.
Champlain was on a mapping mission for the French
government when in 1604 his ship struck a shoal off the
island. While repairs to the ship were being made, the cartog-
rapher had a look around. He spoke with some of the natives
about their 108-square-mile island, but had his own opinion
— and christened it Ile des Monts Deserts (pronounced like
“dessert” with the accent on the second syllable), meaning
“island of barren mountains.”
A French Jesuit settlement was here a few months
in 1613, but it was destroyed by the British, who also had
designs on the island. Later that century, the French governor
: ) French soldier Antoine de la
mountain
ast north of Brazil —




sunrise earlier than most everywhere
else in the country.

In 1759, the British captured
Quebec, ending French dominion over
the area, and it was opened to British
settlement. ile des Monts Deserts
became Mount Desert Island. After the
American Revolution, it became part of
the new United States.

Word of the remote lobster-claw-
shaped island and its fine summer
weather began filtering down the
northeastern coast, and by the late 19th
century, Mount Desert and its quaint
fishing villages, linked to the mainland
at Trenton since the first bridge was
built in 1837, had become popular as a
retreat for prominent wealthy families.
Folks with names such as Rockefeller,
Morgan, Ford, Vanderbilt, Carnegie and
Astor came to “summer” here, building
palatial “cottages” for themselves.
Elegant hotels sprang up. A steamship
line from Boston was established.

But soon after the turn of the
20th century, some of these wealthy
summer residents became concerned
that overdevelopment of the island
would spoil it, and a small group,
propelled by textile heir and conser-
vationist George Dorr, who would be
called the Father of Acadia National
Park, opted to set aside some of their
holdings for everyone in the country
to enjoy.

In 1916, the year the National Park
Service was founded, 5,000 acres on
Mount Desert were dedicated as Sieur

(Above, from left) Visitors scan a key to
the islands in Frenchman Bay at a stop
along the Park Loop Road, which connects
Acadia’s lakes, forests, mountains and
shores. A hiker peers out from the top

of South Bubble Mountain.

de Monts National Monument. Three
years later it became Lafayette National
Park, and in 1929 the name changed

to Acadia, derived from the Greek for
“idyllic place.” It was the first national
park established east of the Mississippi.

Today Acadia spans more than
47,000 acres — 35,332 acres that belong
to the National Park Service and 12,416
additional acres that are privately owned
but managed under a conservation
easement. Most of the park is on Mount
Desert (where it occupies nearly half
the island) but also includes holdings
on tiny Baker Island and Isle au Haut
(reached by boat) and the Schoodic
Peninsula off the mainland.

Once considered remote, Acadia
now hosts more than 2 million visitors
annually. Guy and | were among them
last year — our second visit. We'd come
more than 17 years ago to be among the
first in the country to welcome the new
millennium. This time we were holding
our own celebration of the National
Park Service centennial, and where
better to celebrate than in this beautiful
park, also established (albeit as a
national monument] a century ago?

We suggest stopping first at Hulls
Cove Visitor Center, just off State Route
3, where a 15-minute film shown every

(Left) Looking east over island-strewn Frenchman Bay from the road up Cadillac Mountain,
the highest point on the North Atlantic Seaboard. The Schoodic Peninsula is visible in the
distance. (Right) Rough granite stones outline Thunder Hole along the Park Loop Road.
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THIS IS MAGNIFICENT,
DRAMATIC TERRAIN. .

A WORLD OF SEA
VERSUS SHORELINE.
THERE ARE ALPINELIKE
PONDS, COBBLESTONE
BEACHES AND ENDLESS
SUBLIME VISTAS OF
ISLAND-SPECKLED SEA.
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half hour offers an introduction to the island’s natural and
cultural history, and dozens of books, maps and posters are
available. Visitor passes, required to enter the park, are for
sale here, as well as at park campgrounds, park headquar-
ters and the Thompson Island Information Center near the
entrance to the island.

Open mid-April through the end of October, Hulls Cove
Visitor Center is also at the start of the 27-mile Park Loop
Road, a lovely drive that showcases many of the park’s
natural wonders. Designed in the 1920s by landscape
architect Frederick Law Olmsted Jr., it winds roughly along
the perimeter of the island’s eastern “lobe” and includes a
3Y2-mile spur that climbs to the summit of Cadillac Mountain.
As you'll want to make numerous stops along the loop, plan
on a minimum three- to four-hour trip. Also bear in mind
that much of the drive is one way.

Our first stop was at a pullout overlooking Frenchman
Bay, which lies between Mount Desert and the 7-mile-
long Schoodic Peninsula, and on a fine day is as richly blue
as cobalt. Small islands, among them the humpbacked
Porcupines — Bar, Sheep, Burnt, Long and Bald — dot the
water, and placards explain that “during the long struggle to
possess North America, French frigates would hide here to
prey on English warships, hence the name of the bay.”

Continue south and follow signs to Sieur de Monts Spring,
a favorite park attraction. It had been purchased in 1909 by
Dorr, who was also Acadia’s first superintendent. He named
the spring for the “proprietor” of the first French colony in
North America, Pierre Dugua, Sieur de Mons, and built the
octagonal springhouse over it.

The neighboring Nature Center displays plants and
animals that live on Acadia. Also nearby are the %-acre

Pines stud the hills
down to Somes Sound,
which splits the island
and is the only fijardin
the Lower 48 states.

Thompson Island
Information Center *

Hulls Cove
isitor Center
MOUNT DESERT

ISLAND Bar

¢ Harbor

ountain Road

Southwest Harbor * Park Loop Road

[FYOU GO

ACADIA NATIONAL PARK

Maine’s Acadia National Park, a 47,000-acre recreation area,
encompasses most of Mount Desert Island and associated
smaller islands. The 27-mile Park Loop Road is the main
avenue through the park. Cadillac Mountain, at an elevation
of 1,530 feet, is the first place to view sunrise in the United
States from October to March.

207-288-3338, www.nps.gov/acad

COASTAL CAMPING

Acadia National Park offers three campgrounds with RV sites:
Blackwoods with 61 nonelectric sites, Seawall with 40 nonelec-
tric sites and Schoodic Woods with 43 electric sites. Potable
running water, flush toilets and dump stations are available.
The campgrounds are open from Memorial Day to Columbus
Day, and the fee is $30 to $40 per night.

Reservations: 877-444-6777, www.recreation.gov

Mount Desert Island has numerous private campgrounds. We
enjoyed our stay at Smuggler’s Den Campground in Southwest
Harbor. Open from Memorial Day weekend to the last Saturday in
October, the campground has 47 RV sites, all with full hookups.
Amenities include a camp store, free Wi-Fi, a swimming pool and
walking trails. Cost is $40 to $64 per night, and pets are welcome.
877-244-9033, www.smugglersdencampground.com

Across the bridge in Trenton is Timberland Acres RV Park,
a Good Sam Park that is open from mid-May to mid-October.
207-667-3600, www.timberlandacresrvpark.com
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If your RV is currently insured with ordinary -

auto insurance, your policy may not cover all of

the components of your RV. These gaps in coverage could
cost you thousands in the event of a claim.

The Good Sam Insurance Agency represents many of the 3 G I &
nation’s top RV specialty insurance companies, so we can find @ m
you the best coverage at the best price. Customers who switch Insurance Agency
save an average of $389 each year! RV + AUTO - HOME * BOAT - MOTORCYCLE

gr— FOR YOUR FREE’ NO_OBLIGATION QUOTE SR

Call: 1-800-496-9129 and mention savings code TD-GU
Click: GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/GU

Availability, eligibility, benefits, discounts and coverage may vary by state and carrier. The content herein is for descriptive purposes only. The exact protection provided is subject to the terms, conditions and
expectations of the policy contract issued. Average savings based on new policyholder reported data from November 1, 2015 to November 1, 2016. ©2017 Good Sam Insurance Agency. GOOD SAM and the GOOD
SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. Al rights reserved. GSI53132 - 0617
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IT'S ANYTHING
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DOING THE TOWING.

Firestone Ride-Rite Air Springs give you the added
support your vehicle needs for hauling.

See what’s new at AskForRideRite.com/TLsept17
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Wild Gardens of Acadia, where more
than 400 native species grow along
pine-needle walkways, and the 1927
Abbe Museum, which interprets the
history of the Wabanaki (“people of
the dawn”).

Beaver Dam Pond lies south
along the loop and is worth a stop.

In search of beavers, we briefly
followed an oddly zigzag trail that the
animals had trenched through thick
reeds along the water. No beavers
were in sight, but the pond bristles
with their spiky lodges.

Ahead, cresting the hill, far below
and on the left, you'll see Highseas, a
grand “cottage” and one of only a few
estates in the area to have survived
a 1947 fire that also destroyed much
of the evergreen forest. Highseas had
been built 35 years earlier by Princeton
Professor Rudolph Brunnow.

Nearby is the parking area for
Precipice Trail, which Brunnow also
had built. Of Acadia’s 130 miles of
trails, ranging from easy to strenuous,
Precipice, at just under a mile, is one
of the shortest. But it's also by far the
most challenging, requiring hands and
feet as you negotiate iron rungs and
ladders up the vertical stone face of
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(Above, from left) Magnificent stone bridges and a beautiful entrance gate were built

for the Carriage Trail between 1913 and 1940 by order of John D. Rockefeller and then

gifted to the National Park Service.

Champlain Mountain. If you're afraid
of heights, don’t even think about it.

Then again, you may find the trail
closed, as we did on our June visit.

In the mid-1980s peregrine falcons
were reintroduced on the island and
began nesting here regularly a few
years later. Precipice is closed as long
as chicks are in the nest. Two visitors
at the parking lot, scanning the high
cliff face with a powerful telescope,
reported they'd seen four chicks —
three females, one male.

Other attractions along the loop
include Sand Beach, Thunder Hole,
Monument Cove, Otter Cliffs, Otter
Point (an odd world of gray spars and
fallen trees), Little Hunters Beach,
Jordan Pond Gate Lodge and Jordan
Pond, among others.

Ideally, you should get to Thunder

Hole midway between low and high
tides to descend a series of concrete
staircases and look down into the hole.
When tide and surf are right, incoming
water, dead-ended at a small cave with
nowhere else to go, thunders high into
the air. Unfortunately, we weren't there
at the right time, but we still found the
unusual geology intriguing.

You'll pass the turnoff for Wildwood
Stables at Seal Harbor, where for a fee
you can take a horse-drawn carriage
ride (you may also walk or ride a horse
or, except where it's posted otherwise,
a bicycle) along a stretch of the 57-mile
carriage-road system built by John D.
Rockefeller Jr. Between 1913 and 1940,
he bought the land, paid for the roads
and stone bridges, and then donated
them to Acadia.

Ahead, parking is available for

This dock in Southwest Harbor, where you can watch
boats coming and going, houses Beal’s Lobster Pier,

a popular seafood restaurant.

_ 1-800-523-7108
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TRAVEL TRAILERS

EXPLORE THE
OPEN ROAD

Our custom crafted luxury
fiberglass travel trailers
are made to order. Both
single axle Legacy Elite
and tandem axle Legacy

Elite Il models come
equipped with standard
features that are
upgrades on most other
travel trailers. With
options like our Solar
Packages, Wifi Booster,
Bike Rack Mounts and
more, you can personalize
your Oliver to your needs.

Fba ures Include...

Aircraft Grade Aluminum Frame
Dual-Core Fiberglass Shell
Easy to Tow
Easy to Setup
Four Seasons Ready
Built to Last a Lifetime

‘www.oliver.camp . *

Oliver Travel Trailers, Circl . 126
on Reader Service Card 1
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Bubble Rock Trail, and, if you're able, we recommend making
the climb. The trailisn't long — 1%2 miles round trip — but it's
rough, very steep and involves a little rock climbing. However,
spectacular views await at the top, and you get a close-up
look at enormous granite “bubbles” deposited by the glacier
some 12,000 years ago.

Our two geriatric dogs were game, so we subjected them
to the trail, and then ended up having to carry them much of
the way. When we arrived back at the parking lot, we noticed
a small sign: “You are entering backcountry. No dogs.”

Acadia and Mount Desert offer more. Much more.

A free shuttle-bus system with seven routes serves the
entire island. There's spectacular mountain-bordered Somes
Sound, the only fjard in the Lower 48 states, which nearly
bisects the island. Picturesque Bass Harbor Head Light, built
high on the granite shore in 1858, marks the entrance to
Bass Harbor on the park’s southern tip. Now automated and
managed by the U.S. Coast Guard, it’s the only lighthouse on
the island, though five others are nearby (tours are available).
You can take a 45-minute boat ride out to Isle au Haut, where
more trail-webbed acres of the park are located.

The Schoodic Peninsula, 2,000 acres stretching off
the mainland, includes a 6-mile park road, hiking trails,
cobblestone beaches, Schoodic Education and Research
Center, and Schoodic Woods Campground with 45 sites.
Two other park campgrounds, Blackwoods and Seawall,

@Parkit360°

tPowerfuI Agile. Responswé...

Move almost any trailer with our powerful, compact dolly.

38 TRAILERLIFE September 2017

(Top) RVers relax and do a minor fix on their truck at Smuggler’s
Den Campground, with 47 full-hookup sites, just outside the town of
Southwest Harbor. (Above) Revelers and strollers enjoy the nightlife
of Bar Harbor (pronounced “Baa Ha-baa” by locals), the island’s
largest town where tourists can buy T-shirts and other souvenirs.

SPECIAL OFFER

Use coupon code
PARKIT360 to receive
$50 off any order of
$800 or more.

With Stablelock technology,
our dolly won't tip, tilt or pivot
and is easily controlled with a
simple thumb control switch.
Our units have the ability to
freewheel and smart trailer
brakes are an available option
for added control.
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5 1-888-926-5517 | www.park|t360.com ‘T\\V

% /\7 \/ \/ \/ \/ / / P ¥ o ¥ / /\/ \/ 4 /\V\V\‘V\/\V 4
¢ A RARRRARAARAAANRAALARRANNNNN,
8 ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ/%ﬂ/ﬂ/ﬂy//////Vﬂﬂﬂﬂ/ﬂﬂﬂﬁé
z }}}}/\/\, VNN NN NNNN \/\/\/\y\/ /\ﬂ\ﬂ\/\/x/x/x 2
§ ANV \\/\\/ \\/\\/\\/\\ /\\/ / \\/ AQN / “ / AN\ \\/\\/\\ AN \\/\\/\\/\\/\\/4



| )\L. = [ Super 5§ Ride

Strong As An Ox™

Super Ride”

¢ Self-locking hitch head. Quick and easy hook up. Latch engages the kingpin a full 360°

Patent Pending

¢ The hitch head is cushioned by 4 rubber springs to smooth the ride, eliminate bucking and stress
¢ 11” of articulating travel for maneuvering clearance to prevent the trailer from striking the cab

Super Ride pivots through a fixed cam built into
the base of the hitch instead of sliding on rails

-

=

Towing position. Middle position. Maneuvering position.

Lightweight, modular desigh enables one person installation and removal.

BXR6200: attach the base to a Slide the shock towers Attach the
2-5/16" gooseneck hitch or into the base. hitch head.
to rails for model BXR7200.

5,000 Ib Vertical Tongue Weight * 20,000 Ib Gross Trailer Weight < 3 vertical adjustments: 177, 18”, and 19”
Visit the new blueox.com or call 800-228-9289

Blue Ox, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card
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are on Mount Desert, and a fourth,
Duck Harbor, with primitive tent
camping only, is on Isle au Haut.
Numerous private RV parks are also
located on Mount Desert and the
surrounding mainland.

Four principal towns feature superb
views of the water among their attrac-
tions: Tremont, Southwest Harbor,
Northeast Harbor and — the largest
— bustling Bar Harbor, with dozens
of trendy shops, galleries and restau-
rants. A fifth town, Trenton, is at the
north end of the bridge to the island.

As RVers, we don’t often dine
out, but in Bar Harbor we made an
exception and chose at random;
dozens of restaurants looked tempting.
But we can say with some authority
that the seafood at Stewman’s Lobster
Pound (35 West Street] is first-rate,
and the view from the upper deck of
Frenchman Bay, which we watched
turn to liquid gold in the evening light,
is just as fine. We didn’t learn till later
that our dogs would also have been

#°J ALL NATURAL

Moisture Absorption

welcome; Stewman’s and nearly two
dozen other restaurants in Bar Harbor
allow dogs at outside dining areas.

We saved the trip up Cadillac
Mountain to watch the sunset for our
last night on the island (sunrise and
sunset are the most popular times to
visit). The road is steep with precipi-
tous drops, as it coils through a near-
desert landscape. Generous parking
is available, a good thing, as we
imagine this evening was typical, with
at least a hundred spectators. From
the top, the mountain provides breath-
taking views in all directions.

Placards explain what you see
from this high-up “great whaleback of
granite”: the entire park plus faraway
Mount Katahdin at the north end of
the Appalachian Trail, Frenchman Bay
with its many shadowy islands and the
silver-blue water of open sea.

While we watched, the sun,
veiled behind a swath of gray, rain-
bruised cloud, suddenly emerged at
the horizon, setting the western sky

ablaze. Even the scattering of clouds
in the east turned pink as a conch.
Then the sun was gone, but for
long minutes it fired volleys back
at the horizon, and the sky flared
brighter, striped with fuchsia, rose,
apricot. Finally, the sun’s arsenal
spent, color drained from the sky,
leaving a dome of pale blue dotted with
charcoal-gray clouds. Far below in Bar
Harbor, pinpoints of gold and silver
were winking on, as the long string
of vehicles wound back down the
mountain, where there are no lights.
But overhead, among dark clouds that
looked like islands lifted from their
proper place in the water, a handful
of stars were shining. &

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Acadia Welcome Center
207-288-3338, www.acadiainfo.com

Bar Harbor Chamber of Commerce
and Acadia National Park
800-288-5103, 800-345-4617
www.barharborinfo.com

Eliminate Musty Odors Alus

Prevent Moisture Damage Inside Your RV

DampRid® continuously attracts & traps excess moisture to prevent musty odors

RV’s
closet or bathroom.

Place DampRid’ in RV between uses & during storage to prevent

Available at all Retailers
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Look for a money saving coupon .
under FIND A RETAILER st WWW.damprid.com



OUTDOORS...NOT ON'YOUR ROOF

SuperFlex Roof Coating gives your RV’s EPDM rubber roof iron-clad protection against
UV, weather, temperature extremes and potential leaks. Fast and easy to apply, two-step
SuperFlex Rubber Roof Primer + Coating by Alpha Systems saves you time and effort.

« Extends life of rubber roof e« Improved low temperature flexibility
* Superior durability ¢ Enhanced UV resistance

* Low odor & toxicity » OEM-grade formula is the best choice
« Fights chalking & streaking for roofs found on most of today’s RVs

Weekends are for camping—not wrestling with your rubber roof.

CAMPING WORLD

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide

CA047550
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TOWABLES

PAIRING A FULL-SIZE PICKUP WITH A SUITABLE TRAVEL TRAILER STARTS WITH
KNOWING THE TRUCK’S LIMITS AND STAYING WITHIN THE TOW RATINGS

fyou've been shopping for travel trailers in the past few

years, you've probably heard the phrase “half-ton towable.”

But what does that actually mean, and why has it become

such an important classification in the RV industry?

With RV sales continuing to rise and so-called half-ton
trucks remaining the largest sales category in the U.S. auto
market, many shoppers are looking for the biggest and most
well-appointed trailer they can safely tow with their beloved
Ford F-150, Chevrolet Silverado, GMC Sierra, Ram 1500,
Nissan Titan or Toyota Tundra.

It's certainly no mystery why these trucks are so popular.
Most manufacturers have completely redesigned their full-size
pickups, offering higher towing capacity, trending technology
and refined cabin comforts. Combine all that with the ability to
reach 20 miles per gallon or more on a daily commute, and you
have a tow vehicle that fits nicely with the lifestyle demands of
many RVers.

Unfortunately for the RV consumer, the label “half-ton
towable” can be misleading, mostly because these trucks have
a wide range of towing and payload capacities. The towing
limits of 150/1500-series trucks can range from around 5,000
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pounds to 12,000 pounds, depending on the engine, rear-axle
ratio and addition of available options. Likewise, payload can
vary by hundreds of pounds, depending on cab size, bed length
and whether the truck has two-wheel- or four-wheel-drive.

The bottom line is that there is no set towing capacity for
half-ton trucks, and that also applies to the larger 250/2500-
series pickups. RV shoppers need to know the towing and
payload limits of their specific vehicle, as these limits are
equally important in safely matching a truck and trailer. For
example, a truck with a towing capacity of 12,000 pounds might
look like the perfect fit for a particular 9,000-pound travel
trailer. However, the 900-pound hitch weight of that trailer may
max out the vehicle’s payload after factoring in passengers,
optional equipment and cargo.

RV shoppers should also keep in mind that some
lightweight-classified trailers that can be towed by suitably
equipped half-ton trucks are rather large relative to their
weight. For instance, even if you choose a fairly long ultralight
trailer that's matched properly to your tow rig, it still can be
affected by crosswinds and weather conditions. If you tow in
areas frequently affected by strong winds, it doesn’t hurt to be




conservative when making a trailer selection.

When choosing a full-size truck, or any tow vehicle for that
matter, the following five steps can ensure you won't wind up
with a vehicle that isn’'t a good match for your trailer.

Find the maximum towing capacity for the vehicle.
Dealerships have that information on hand for current-model
trucks, and it’s also available on manufacturers” websites.
Trailer Life’s annual tow guides (www.trailerlife.com/trailer-
towing-guides) are another great resource, offering download-
able PDFs with tow ratings on vehicles as far back as 1999.

Subtract the weight of the passengers, pets and cargo
that travel in the vehicle to find the true towing capacity.
Don't forget to include bikes, kayaks or any other recre-
ational gear in your calculations. All of these weights must
be deducted from the truck’s gross combination weight
rating (6cwr), which is the maximum operating weight of the
vehicle and trailer when loaded. You can find the Gcwr listed
with the towing data in a printed brochure or on the manu-
facturer’s website.

Know the gross vehicle weight rating (6vwR) of the truck,
as equipped, which is the maximum operating weight of that
specific vehicle when loaded with passengers and cargo. You
can find the GWR on a data plate on the driver's-side doorjamb.

When selecting a trailer, focus on the 6vwR of the trailers
you are researching instead of dry weight or unloaded vehicle
weight (uvw), since those figures do not include cargo, trailer

Airstream Flying Cloud
Airstream is one of the few manufactur-
ers to offer twin-bed floorplans, other
than bunks, and the 28 Twin comes with
two single beds (the 28RB has a queen).
Panoramic windows wrap around the
front and side of the nearly 28-foot
trailer, making it easy to take in the
views while lounging on the L-shaped
Ultraleather couch, which converts into
another bed. The stylish kitchen has

a 7-cubic-foot fridge, a three-burner
cooktop, a convection microwave, and a
stainless-steel sink with a cutting-board
cover. The split bathroom places the
toilet and sink on the curb side and the

shower across the hall. There are no
slideouts on this model, but Airstream
tucked plenty of functional storage into
all the nooks and crannies including
cabinets under the dining booth, a
magazine rack, and coat and key hooks.

e e

options or tank fluids. If, for example, your truck can tow 9,000
pounds and you choose a trailer with an 8,500-pound uw, it's
almost guaranteed that it's going to exceed the truck’s tow
rating. Choose a trailer with an 8,500-pound 6vwR instead, and
don’t overload it.

Avoid “magical thinking.” Sometimes folks know the
numbers are tight but go forward with a purchase anyway
simply because they are desperately in love with either their
half-ton truck or a particular trailer. This scenario often leads
to unsafe towing conditions or a financial loss when either the
tow vehicle or trailer is quickly traded in for a more suitable
model. You should also be skeptical of “magical thinking” on
the part of RV salespeople, because they can get caught up in
the excitement of selling a trailer and sometimes encourage
buyers to broadly interpret the numbers to accommodate
making a truck and trailer match up.

Fortunately, recent innovations in the design of trucks
and travel trailers make it a great time to be shopping in this
market segment. The new full-size trucks are more powerful,
remarkably comfortable and chock-full of the latest technology,
and travel trailers in this weight range are spacious, well
appointed and available in a wide selection of floorplans,
including the dozen 2018 tandem-axle trailers profiled on
the following pages.

Know your numbers, shop within the tow ratings and be
prepared for a fantastic RV experience.

Exterior Length........ccooovvoviiecccce 27' 11"
Exterior Width ......c.oooeioiiicc 8'5.5"
Exterior Height ........cocooovvoiiiicceee 9'9"
Interior HEIght .......covveveeeecee 6'7.5"
Freshwater Cap. ......ocovvvvvveeveeeeeeeee 39 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap................

LP-Gas Cap. ....c.cevoeveeae.

UVW, BaSE ... 5,979 Ibs.
Hitch Weight ........coovvieeeeee 899 Ibs.
GYWR ..o 7,600 Ibs.
MSRP, Base ..........ovverereererene $88,400

Coachmen Freedom Express
The layout of the nearly 32-foot
279RLDS offers a ton of seating room
and open floor space. Housed in the
single slideout, the U-shaped dinette is
popular with some buyers because of
the ample seating area; others prefer
not having to scoot around or climb
over people to get out. The dinette

has abundant under-seat storage and
converts into a good-size sleeping area,
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TOWABLES

as does the sofa that stretches along
the rear of the rig. The entertainment
center offers a television angled for
comfortable viewing. The L-shaped
kitchen has a good amount of counter
space for food prep and appliances. Up
front, the bedroom comes with a resi-
dential-size queen bed and is prepped
for an optional second air conditioner,
which may be necessary to adequately
cool the space.

Exterior Length ........cccooovvvoieiicee
Exterior Width..

Exterior Height .

Interior Height......

Freshwater Cap. .....ccocveveveeceeeeeee 49 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap................. 33 gal./33 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ...oooveeveeeeeeeeceeee e 10 gal.
UVW, BaSE ..o 5,949 Ibs.
Hitch Weight ......o.oooeveeececeee 741 Ibs.
GYWR ..o 7,600 Ibs.
MSRP, BaSe ... $31,900

800-353-7383, www.coachmenrv.com

Cruiser RV MPG

A key feature of the 30-foot 2450RK
is the walk-around king-size bed with
wardrobes on each side and overhead
cabinets for extra storage. Another
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unusual feature in a trailer of this size
is the dual-entry bathroom with doors
leading to the bedroom and the main
living area. The L-shaped kitchen in the
rear offers great counter space along
with views out the two windows. The
couch is in a slide and has a perfect
line of sight for watching the TV, which
is mounted above the opposite booth
dinette. This feature is important to
folks who don't like twisting their necks
to watch TV from the sitting area. An
entry door up front leads directly into
the master bedroom, and the main
entry affords easy access to the kitchen.
A hutch to the right of the rear-entry
door offers additional storage and a
decorative touch.

Exterior Length ........cccooevvvoieeeecee 30'
Exterior Width ..o 8
Exterior Height .... 111"
Interior Height..... ..6"11"
Freshwater Cap. ......occovveveveeveeeeeeeee 44 gal

Black-/Gray-Water Cap... ..30 gal./30 gal
LP-Gas Cap. ......coveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 10 gal.
UVW, BaSE ..o 5,580 Ibs.
Hitch Weight ..o 600 Ibs.
GYWR ..o 7,600 Ibs.
MSRP, Base ..........oovereereee $22,874

260-562-3500
www.cruiserrv.com/mpg-2450rk

Grand Design Imagine
The double-slide 2670MK packs a
remarkable number of thoughtful

design features into a 32-foot-plus
package. Panoramic windows and
overhead skylights create an airy
interior, while an extra wardrobe in the
bedroom and dedicated work space in
the main living area make the trailer
feel like a small apartment. Residen-
tial touches are everywhere from the
electric fireplace to the stainless-steel
appliances to the 40-inch TV with

a telescoping wall mount. Storage

and counter space are ample, as are
options for customizing the living
space. Buyers can swap the dinette
for a freestanding table and chairs
and choose theater seating over the
standard trifold sofa. The outside
kitchen contains an LP-gas cooktop
and a 1.6-cubic-foot refrigerator that
is perfect for drinks and condiments.

Exterior Length.......cooovevoveieceee, 32'3"
Exterior Width ..o, 8'2.5"
Exterior Height ........ccoooovovieee 10" 11"
Interior HEIght.......ovoveeceecee e 6'9"
Freshwater Cap. ......ocovveveveeveecceeeen 52 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap................ 39 gal./71 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ...o.oveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 10 gal.
UVW, Base ..... 6,567 Ibs
Hitch Weight ..o 642 Ibs.
GVWR............ ..8,495 Ibs
MSRP, Base ..o $29,813

574-825-9679, www.granddesignrv.com
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Is refinancing at a good rate still possible?

Yes! Now may be a good time to refinance your current RV loan and lower your monthly
payments. And remember; our loans have no pre-payment penalties if you decide to pay
the loan off early.

Do you finance private party RV loans?

Yes! You can purchase a 2006 model year or newer rig from a private party seller in your
town or from across the country. We'll pay off the seller, put the new registration in your
name and handle all necessary paperwork.

I’'m a Full-Timer. Can | get financing for my RV?

Yes! Good Sam Finance Center offers financing to purchase or refinance
the perfect RV to call home.

How do | know I'm getting a good rate?

We offer a range of loan terms from five to 20 years, depending on the loan ~

amount and age of the RV. Our short term loans with lower rates have become b\ €

popular, helping customers pay off their loans more quickly. E .,
A %

Are your rates the same for new and used RV purchases?
Yes! Our rates are the same whether you purchase a new or 2006 model year
or newer used rig from a dealer or a private party seller across town or across
the country.

RECREATIONAL USE

(= i = O/

on loan amounts of $15k to $24

’ amounts of *50k+

1-800-444-1476 | GoodSamRVLoans.com/567

mention priority code 567

RV Loans

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.
** Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until
30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. RV must be 2006 model year or newer; for RV model year 2006 to 2007, add .25% to above rate. Maximum loan amount is
calculated using an advance percentage determined by FICO score and multiplied by 110% of NADA base wholesale value. Maximum loan term is based loan amount. Example of a recreational
use RV loan: A 7 year fixed-rate $55,000 loan. Based on an APR of 3.99%, this loan has 84 monthly payments of $751.53 each.
Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. In South Dakota, Bank of the West operates as Bank of the West California. NMLS ID #19T16. Member FDIC.
©2017 Good Sam Finance Center. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. @
Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. Al rights reserved GRL53138 - 0617 EQUAL HOUSING LENDER
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Heartland Wilderness

Offering a traditional design palette

with darker wood and decor finishes,
the 31"2-foot 2775RB aims to provide

a residential cooking experience with

a double-door refrigerator and three-
burner range in a slideout, and a kitchen
island with a deep double sink and
high-rise pullout faucet. The opposing
slide houses a couch and a booth dinette
with a freestanding table. Large windows
and the 7-foot curvilinear ceiling create
a spacious feel. The television rotates
for viewing from the living area or the
master bedroom. The roomy rear bath
contains plenty of cabinet space, perfect
for toiletries, towels, linens or extra
clothing. For the outdoor kitchen, buyers
have the option of purchasing a grill

that connects to the LP-gas line. Other
options include power stabilizer jacks,

a power A-frame jack and the much-
coveted central vacuum.

Exterior Length ........cccooovviveveeeeec 316"
Exterior Width ... 8
Exterior Height ........coooovviveieecee 11" 4"
Interior HEIght ..o 6'5"
Freshwater Cap. .....cc.ooveveveeceeeeeee, 52 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap.................

LP-Gas Cap....cccocoovveveenn

UVW, BaSE ..o 6,280 Ibs.
Hitch Weight ..o 574 |bs.
GYWR ..o 7,400 Ibs.
MSRP, BaSe ..o $31,514

877-262-8032, www.heartlandrvs.com
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Highland Ridge Light

The living area in the 35-foot LT272RLS
has an open-concept layout, and the
opposing slides make it feel incredibly
spacious for a rig this size. On the rear
wall, the trifold sofa with a pullout
queen bed is perfect for older kids or

a visiting in-law. The entertainment
center features Bluetooth technology
with an accompanying sound bar and
contains an electric fireplace. The
bedroom offers some nice twists on the
standard wardrobe and cabinet designs,
introducing drawers and shelf space

on both sides of the queen bed, some
decorative nooks and crannies above,
and a very large wardrobe. Designed to
provide comfort during all four seasons,
the trailer has foil insulation in the floor
and ceiling, and a heated and enclosed
underbelly. The power A-frame jack is
standard, but power stabilizer jacks are
an upgrade.

Exterior Length........cccoovvvoveeeceeee 35'
Exterior Width
Exterior Height
Interior Height

Freshwater Cap. .....coccovvevvveevecceeeeeae 44 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap................. 31 gal./57 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ...o.oveeveeeeeereeeeeeeeeee 14 gal.
UVW, BESE ... 7,755 Ibs.
Hitch Weight ..o 801 Ibs.

..... 9,990 Ibs.
MSRP, Base ..........ovveererreceer $41,521

866-583-7771, www.highlandridgerv.com

Jayco White Hawk

If you're looking to enjoy the scenery

at your destination from the comfort

of your RV, the 28RL will hit the mark.
The rear-living layout in this 33-foot-
plus trailer allows for a pair of recliners
and an end table to be situated under a
large window that spans the back wall.
Other seating includes a trifold sofa and
booth dinette, or buyers can upgrade

to theater seating and a freestanding
table and chairs. Either way, the seating
is nicely positioned to enjoy the view of
the outdoors or the television, which

is mounted on a wall that extends on

an angle at the rear of the kitchen.
Below the TV is space for an optional
electric fireplace, but buyers will have to




Good Sam Extended Service Plan
Pays for Your Repairs

5850 51,100
Water Heater £8 'Aof Air Conditioner

950

I Holding Tank

COVERED

Ref,rigerator i%ifoo $W

Slide Out Stabilizer Jack

GOOD SAM EXTENDED SERVICE PLAN FEATURES:
v" Pay as You Go, Not All at Once

v" 100% Satisfaction Guarantee — Backed by Good Sam

v Travel Benefits Such as Hotel & Rental Car Reimbursement
V" The Backing of an A+ Rated Insurer

v The Policy is Yours (not the Dealer’s or Manufacturer’s)

CALL OR CLICK FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE —
GoodSamESP.com/TL0917 | 877-592-4174 Good Sam

AUTO & RV
PROTECT YOURSELF FROM HIGH REPAIR BILLS TODAY Extended Service Plan

MBI

*All program benefits are subject fo limitations set forth in the current Terms & Conditions. ESP is available to U.S. residents only. Designed for the Good Sam Club by Affinity
Brokerage, LLC. ©2017 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any
of GSE, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. ADTL41740917 GSP53172 - 0617




RVibrake by Danko Mfg., Circle 108 on Reader Service Card

HALF-TON
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upgrade to 50-amp service to enjoy that
feature. Bookended by wardrobes, the
walk-around queen bed has overhead
cabinets for additional storage.

Exterior Length ..o 33'4"
Exterior Width ... 8'
Exterior Height ..o 10'8"
Interior Height ..o 6'9"
Freshwater Cap. .......ccccoovoeiiiiriie. 42 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap........... 30.5gal./30.5 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ..o 10 gal.
UVW, BaSE ....oovoici 6,425 Ibs.
Hitch Weight ..o 650 Ibs.
GYWR ..o 8,150 Ibs.
MSRP. BaS€ ..o $32,571

800-283-8267, www.jayco.com

Keystone Cougar X-lite

The design of the 36-foot, triple-slide
30RLI places a premium on comfort and
livability. The rear sofa and additional
theater seating are oriented around an
entertainment center with a TV, stereo,
optional electric fireplace and space for
additional gadgets. The booth dinette
can be upgraded to a freestanding

table with chairs. The roomy kitchen

is well equipped for cooking with an
8-cubic-foot refrigerator, three-burner
range and a microwave. A large drawer
under the oven stores bulky pots and
pans, and a side hutch is perfect for a
coffeemaker or blender. The bathroom
maximizes space by angling the shower,
linen closet and toilet. The king-size
master bed in a slideout will delight

many shoppers, as will the expansive
closet with mirrored sliding doors.
Exterior Length....

Exterior Width

Exterior Height ........ccovveveeececeeeee 114"
Interior Height ... 6' 10"

o .‘I"'.
Setup is a snap wit

Tire Patrel

Tire Pressure Monitoring System

800.815.2159 |
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Freshwater Cap. .......ccoocoovvrivriniin, 43 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap................. 30 gal./60 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ..o 10 gal.
UVW, BaSe .....oovvicec 7,704 Ibs.
Hitch Weight ... ...1,055 Ibs.
GVWR....... ...9,500 Ibs.
MSRP, Base ..........oovvervrrieeeee $39,600

866-425-4369
www.keystonerv.com/cougar-xlite

Realtime LowTire  Flat Tire
Psl Alert Alarm

High Temp
Alarm

tirepatrol.com <<«



Northwood Arctic Fox

Designed for four-season RVing with
high-density block-foam insulation and
fully insulated holding-tank areas, the
25W is built for adventurous travelers
who may need an off-pavement chassis,
fully welded aluminum frame and
shocks on all four wheels. The substan-

€ omm ~ "
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tial construction puts this 292-footer
on the heavy side, with a cvwr of 10,000
pounds, but the moderate length allows
RVers to stay at many national and state
park campgrounds. A pair of exterior
doors provides convenient access to

the kitchen and the bedroom. The rear
kitchen offers plenty of space for food
prep and storage. The couchisina
slideout that includes a pantry, an extra
wardrobe and linen space. The TV is
mounted on the wall above the booth
dinette, making it difficult to see from
the couch, which may be inconvenient
for some people.

Exterior Length
Exterior Width

Exterior Height ...
Interior Height
Freshwater Cap. ..
Black-/Gray-Water Cap
LP-Gas Cap.....

UVW, Base

Hitch Weight ..

MSRP, Base $45,378
800-766-6274, www.northwoodmfg.com

Palomino SolAire

The layout of the 352-foot 304RKDS is
ideal for RVers who prefer more distinct
living and sleeping areas. The master
queen is in a slide, creating a walk-
around bed and leaving room for the
closet, wardrobe and dresser. Cabinets
above the bed provide more storage
space. The living area offers a sofa

and booth dinette in a slide opposite a
pair of captain’s chairs. On the forward
wall, the entertainment center includes
a television and electric fireplace.

YAMAHA T S

POWER PRODUCTS o

YAMAHA RELIABILITY,
YAMAHA POWER

ﬁl

WARRANTY
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Separating the bedroom from the living
area, the bathroom is on the small
side but offers a shower with a built-in
seat. The L-shaped kitchen provides
plenty of room for the chef to work,

and the 8-cubic-foot refrigerator has
ample food storage. A small fridge in
the outside kitchen chills more snacks
and beverages. To add solid-surface
countertops, stainless-steel appliances,
a premium mattress, heated holding
tanks and other options, buyers can
upgrade to the GT3 package.

Exterior Length ........cccoovvieieiee 35'6"
Exterior Width '
Exterior Height ........cocoovviieieeceec 111"
Interior HEIght ....o.vececeee 6'8"
Freshwater Cap. .......ccccoovoeiiriiriine. 50 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap................. 76 gal./38 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ...ccoveveeeereeeeceeeeeeen 10 gal.
UVW, BaSE ..o 7,253 Ibs.
Hitch Weight ... 920 Ibs.
GYWR ..o 8,920 Ibs.
MSRP. BaS€ ..o $34,453

269-432-3246, www.palominorv.com

Since 1952

EAZ-LIFT —

YOUR SOURCE

for 5th Wheel and Weight Distributing Hitches

» Weight Distribution Hitches
- ReCurve™ R6
- ReCurve™R3
- Trekker™
- Elite”

« Ready to Tow Hitch Kits

« 5th Wheel Hitches

« Gooseneck Hitch Adapters
» Sway Controls

CAMCO

Venture RV SportTrek
Touring Edition

At nearly 37 feet long and with a
9,995-pound GVWR, the 333VFL is on
the larger side for a half-ton towable,
but the dual-entry floorplan takes
advantage of the space by including
some design features normally
found in high-end fifth-wheels. A
half wall splits the main living area,
creating more storage and a cozy
living room complete with a 70-inch
sofa, theater seating and a slideout-

121 Landmark Dr. / Greensboro, NC 27409 / 800-334-2004 / www.camco.net

~r

WDH with Adaptive
Sway Control

5th Wheel Hitches

#1 Safety Feature —
Automatic Locking Jaws

housed entertainment center with

an electric fireplace. A freestanding
table and chairs are standard. The
kitchen boasts solid-surface coun-
tertops, a stainless-steel sink and a
skylight with a retractable shade. The
bathroom has a tub and shower, as
well as a sink with significant counter
space and cabinet storage. The
king-size memory-foam mattress will
be a big hit with many shoppers, as
will be the second fireplace built into
the dresser. Outside, the camp kitchen

r

WDH with Adjustable
Sway Control




ENYS RV4A SHOW
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3 DAYS! September 29 - October 1st
Friday & Saturday 9-7 Sunday 9-5
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NOW Covering the Entire Midway

Hottest 2018 RV’s Y FREE Parking
The Industry Has To Offer 2nd Day FREE
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2017’s, Dealer Demo’s, Special Financing

RV Accessories
On-Site Camping Availab
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contains a refrigerator, cooktop, sink,
cabinets and drawers.

Exterior Length ........cccoooeveeececeeee 36" 11"
Exterior Width .......coooooooiiii 72"
Exterior Height ........ccovviveeececece 114"
Interior Height .........ocveeeeeeceeeee 6' 10"
Freshwater Cap. .....ccocveveveeeeeeeee, 40 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap.... ....32 gal./32 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ...ccoveveeeereeeeceeeeeeen 10 gal.
UVW, BaSE ..o 8,260 Ibs.
Hitch Weight .....co.ovoeeeeeee 1,290 Ibs.
GYWR...ooo 9,995 Ibs.
MSRP, BaSe ..o $41,295

866-472-5460, www.venture-rv.com

Winnebago Minnie Plus

The light interior decor of the Minnie
Plus line sets it apart from other
industry options, and the choice of
eight exterior colors — including
orange, yellow and cherry — appeal
to shoppers looking to make a bold
statement. White, champagne and
platinum are more subdued options.

S—

You Need'

7 Ilyouhave lower
overloais, you need:

Torklift International, Circle 139 on Reader Service Card
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The 30-foot, 7-inch 27RBDS features
opposing slides, creating plenty of
open floor space. One slide holds the
kitchen appliances and cabinets, and
the other contains a trifold sofa and
booth dinette that can be changed out
for a freestanding table and chairs.

A kitchen island with a double sink
adds counter space for food prep

and serving. Extra storage appears
everywhere in this trailer, including the
kitchen pantry, bathroom wardrobe,
four entertainment-center cabinets
and double wardrobes in the master
bedroom. Dual adjustable lights over

the queen bed and nightstands create a
cozy space for reading.

Exterior Length.......cooovevoveieceee, 307"
Exterior Width '
Exterior Height ........ocooovvoveiecee 10" 10"
Interior HEIght .......ovoveeeeeee 6'8.5"
Freshwater Cap. .....coccovvevvveevecceeeeeae 50 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap................ 28 gal./69 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ...o.oveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 14 gal.
UVW, BESE ..o 6,700 Ibs.
Hitch Weight .. 820 Ibs.

GYWR .. 8,800 Ibs.
MSRP, BaS€ ... $38,708
574-825-5250, www.winnebagoind.com &

WHITEKNUGKLE REMOVER

Body Roll, Sway & Porpoising
have you fighting your steering whee

¥ Il you have upper
o/ overloads, you need:

as the only.
suspension product
L you'll need

”I iave the Quick Disconnsct Stab!aluadé. What a
-~ differencs. The rock and roll and side-1o-side sway
" was almost completely eliminated.

_'_ TORKLIFT

INTERNATIONAL

OVER S0 YEARS OF INNOVATION, QUALITY, SAFETY.

”

-Doug Carr

Arctic Fox Campers
_Northwood Manufacturing

torklift.com/TrailerLife

888.908.0322



ULTRI.II\IS[I;]HI(.}I-EV[IEII:IDING STRU N G E R

— EXTREME DURABILITY — —— THAN STITCHING ————

TYVEK® Roof Offers:

" UV Protection
- Water Resistance  «
7 .: Breathability . 3

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR CLASS A AND C MOTORHOME UNITS EXCLUSIVELY AT CAMPING WORLD.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members« « © 0 " - .
CamplngWorld com | 1. 888 857.6625 | SuperCenters NatlonW|de ' 3

CW033007




Special Advertising Section

/CAMCO/

ULTRA
PROTECTION

WITH

ULTRA-SHIELD

et RV C O VE R Stisstete=

Camco's new Ultra Shield Premium RV Covers with high-tech ultrasonic welding
that's stronger than stitching are the latest innovation in RV protective covers,

offering extreme durability in any climate, whether it's rainy, sunny, hot or cold.

ronmental debris. It’s particularly important to protect the critical roof surface to prevent leak formation and
water incursion that can result in expensive damage to RV structure and finishes.

pplying a high-frequ

edle pcrl‘m‘amms or suffer thread deterior

triple stitched Tyvek® on the to VS :
strong, Camco confidently backs them with a lh]u. year manufacturer warranty.




Special Advertising Section

Day in and day out, intense UV rays can
silently cause irreparable damage to your RV.
The rubber roof can crack, sidewalls can yel-
low, and inside surfaces near windows can
fade. Relentless bombardment by UV rays
breaks down all of your RV’s exterior surfac-
es, causing paint, plastic, vinyl and graphics to
fade, crack and peel; caulking and seals begin
to fail, allowing water to find a way in around
windows, vents, rooftop air conditioners—even
around the lights mounted on the RV exterior.

Covering your RV can minimize or elimi-
nate these potential problems, plus it will also
help reduce the need for washing, reduce black
streaks from roof run-off, and help protect and
maintain your RV while not in use. Your RV
looks new longer, and its resale value is pre-
served, protecting your investment,

Camco has put its 50+ years of experience
in the RV industry to good use with the de-
sign and construction of its durable, all-season
Ultra Shield RV Covers. They offer the top fea-
tures for best fit and most effective protection
of your RV. Elasticized corners help hold the
cover in place. Front and rear cinching straps
as well as an under-coach buckle strapping
system give the cover a semi-custom, secure fit
that results in less movement over the surface
of the RV. Other features that make this cover
stand out are extra reinforcement in corners
and other high-wear areas for ultra-durability,
zipper entry doors for easy access during cov-
ered storage, and 100% breathable polypropyl-
ene plus covered air vents to help keep the RV
cooler in the summer, deter mold and mildew
formation, and protect against billowing in
high winds. Each of these premium covers also
includes a ladder cover and gutter protectors to
help prevent accelerated wear at these key fric-
tion points, a patch kit and a storage bag. As an
added bonus, the contemporary two-tone de-
sign mirrors the paint and graphics of today’s
RVs for a custom look.

Camco Ultra Shield RV Covers are avail-

able for Class A and Class C motorhomes,
travel trailers, oy haulers and fifth wheels. !-leadquarrered in Greensb?ro,‘ NtAm‘.h ?arohn_a with three manufactu;‘mg facilities
: : < : in the U.5., Camco takes pride in listening to its customers and meeting the ever-
You'll find them excluswely at (.ampmg changing needs of RVing families while maintaining its strong reputation of quality
3 ~ : : . products and customer satisfaction. For more information about Camco Manufacturing
V}'r()l‘ld. buper(,enters nationwide and online at Inc., visit camco.net or call 336-668-7661. Look for a wide assortment of quality
(,ampmgWOrld.com. Camco RV accessories at Camping World and other leading RV accessory retailers.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




article by Emily Fagan photos by Emily and Mark Fagan

The majestic Morgan County Courthouse
building presides over the'charming town
of Madison, home to Georgia’s largest
collection of antebellum homes.




GRORG

ON THEIR MINDS

[N SEARCH OF SOUTHERN HERITAGE, STATELY
ANTEBELLUM HOMES AND SMALL-TOWN HOSPITALITY
ON A SLOW-PACED TOUR OF THE PEACH STATE

n a recent trek north from Florida, my
husband, Mark, and | took our 36-foot
HitchHiker fifth-wheel on a leisurely route
through Georgia along scenic back roads.
We were on the hunt for historic mansions and grand
estates but were thrilled to discover many other
jewels in the small towns along our path, well off
the beaten track.

We started just north of the Florida border in
Thomasville, where graceful houses built by winter
visitors in the late 1800s line the Tockwotton-Love
Place Historic District. Enormous trees form natural
arches high above the neighborhood’s streets,
their boughs reaching out from yard to yard, as if
clasping hands.

Landscapers were busy tending the lawns of
several homes, and | was taken aback when a grounds
worker | asked for directions addressed me as
“Ma’am.” Throughout our stay in Georgia, we were
delighted to find ourselves elevated to the respected
status of “Ma’am” and “Sir.”

I—
<
B
! i
i
"

The landscaper suggested that we check out
the Big Oak, an ancient live oak that was a sapling
back in 1680. The massive tree at the corner of
Crawford and Monroe streets has immense branches
that span 165 feet, and its trunk is 272 feet around.
Despite being well over 300 years old, the Big Oak
surprised everyone in the community back in 2005
when it produced acorns for the first time in many
years. A hundred seedlings were nurtured, and
one, nicknamed the Baby Oak, is planted at Pebble
Hill Plantation.

The town is home to another botanical treat, the
Thomasville Rose Garden. With 5 acres of gorgeous
flowerbeds bursting with 1,500 rose bushes, this
garden blossoms throughout spring, summer and fall.
We were in town just a few weeks after the Thomas-
ville Rose Show and Festival, held annually in April,
but lots of roses were in full bloom, and the aroma
was heavenly. A few steps away, we found Cherokee
Lake Park, a peaceful city park with a mile-long paved
trail that weaves between grassy lawns surrounding

(Far left) The annual
Thomasville Rose Show
and Festival takes place
in April. From early
spring through late fall,
the Thomasville Rose
Garden blooms with more
than 1,500 fragrant rose
bushes. (Left) During
First Friday celebrations,
the streets of downtown
Milledgeville come alive
with music and merriment.
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Massive trees form arches over the peaceful streets of Thomasville, ideal for cool,
well-shaded walks among the town’s historic homes that date back to the 1800s.

a pretty lake where geese grazed
with their goslings.

After this gentle introduction
to Georgia, we set upon a quest to
see even grander homes from an
earlier time in history. The years
before the Civil War are referred
to as the antebellum period, and
many of the most impressive
homes of that era were built
by affluent plantation owners.
Mapping out our way north, we
discovered Georgia’s Antebellum
Trail, a roughly 100-mile tourism
drive that connects historic towns
along routes 129, 22 and 441
between Macon and Athens.

In addition to seeing elegant
homes built by Georgia’s high
society, we learned that many of
these tranquil towns share a tragic
past, as they were on the path of
the Union Army’s brutal March
to the Sea in the fall of 1864 at
the height of the Civil War. After
capturing Atlanta that summer,
General William Tecumseh
Sherman led his troops on a
scorched-earth campaign across
the state to Savannah.

Rather than relying on a
supply line to sustain the troops
in transit, Sherman penetrated
enemy lines, destroying industrial

The stately grandeur of graceful antebellum mansions throughout Georgia evokes
thoughts of a bygone era when life was lived at a slower pace.
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Atlanta

Georgia’s
Antebellum

Ochlocknee.

[FYOU GO

Situated in the center of the state, Macon is the
southern gateway to Georgia’s Antebellum Trail.
The 100-mile trail leads north past the stately
Southern mansions of Milledgeville and Madison
and the literary museums of Eatonton, and ends in
the college town of Athens near the foothills of the
Blue Ridge Mountains.

www.antebellumtrail.org

The Thomasville Visitors Center, located inside

the Thomasville Municipal Building at the corner of
Jackson and Crawford streets, offers tourism maps
and information about the city’s historic sites and
other local attractions.

866-577-3600, www.thomasvillega.com

EATONTON
Little River RV Park and Campground
256-619-2267, www.littleriverrvpark.com

MACON
© Safe Haven RV Park
478-420-0775, www.safehavenrvpark.com

MADISON
Country Boy’s RV Park
706-342-1799, www.countryboysrv.com

MILLEDGEVILLE
© Scenic Mountain RV Park and Campground
479-454-1013, www.scenicmountainrv.com

OCHLOCKNEE
© Sugar Mill RV Park
229-227-1451, www.sugarmillrvpark.com



Ornate cornices, multistory columns and covered porches are hallmarks of antebellum

architecture. Mansions like this beauty are easy to find in Thomasville’s historic district.

and infrastructure targets, and feeding
his army by seizing food from farms
and taking livestock as well as horses
and wagons. This crippled the region’s
economy and demoralized the spirit of
many Southerners. Somber memorials
in the center of each town make a
thought-provoking contrast to the
stylish antebellum homes that line

the outer streets.

Our first stop was in Milledgeville,
nicknamed the First Lady of Georgia.
We arrived on First Friday, a citywide
festival that takes place downtown
on the first Friday of every month.
Musicians were set up on street
corners, and the doors of all the shops

were open, luring customers in with
special enticements.

After walking the streets past
throngs of revelers and families
enjoying outdoor restaurant seating on
the sidewalks, we discovered another
celebration was going on just a few
blocks away. College students were
putting on a jazz concert on the front
lawn of Georgia College. The school's
classic white-trimmed brick buildings
made a distinguished backdrop behind
the informal stage, and we found a spot
between the picnic blankets and lawn
chairs to listen to a few tunes from the
big-band era.

Strolling through the Milledgeville

Plan a fall getaway to

Jellystone Park™ Camp-Resorts.
Cozy up in a cabin, bring your RV
or pitch a tent.

Enjoy hayrides,
fall activities,

Halloween events,
visits with
Yogi Bear™
and so much more!

79 Locations in the U.S. and Canada

www.Camplellystone.com

[E facebook.com/campjellystone
y twitter.com/campjellystone

YOGI BEAR: TM & © Hanna-Barbera. (s17)

Leisure Systems Inc., Circle 159 on Reader Service Card
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Giraffe G4 Systems, Circle 118 on Reader Service Card

OxyKem, Circle 101 on Reader Service Card

GEORGIA ON THEIR MINDS

neighborhoods, we learned that the
wealth of antebellum homeowners was
measured by the number of columns
their house had out front. These
impressive mansions are referred to

as four-, six- or eight-column houses.
Besides making an imposing statement,
the lofty columns serve to extend the
roofline from the upper story and create
a shaded porch on the ground level

that runs the width of the house. A few

mansions had columns that circled the
entire house with a wraparound porch.
Gazing at these magnificent homes
of yesteryear, more than once my
imagination wandered as | pictured
myself wearing a tight corset and a
long, flouncy dress, and sipping mint
juleps while coquettishly entertaining
gentleman callers. There is a wistful
aura to these lavish houses that evokes
a time when life was lived at a slower

3 months into ownership of our rig we had a height
related accident. At a fuel stop, we cleared the
stations overhead going into the fuel island, but
there was a road grade change that altered the
clearance height. We hit the overhead as we pulled
out . .. we brought the damaged rig to our dealership.

“This 5Smph Accident

Cost $7,000 to Repair”

GiraffeG4.com

Deb & John Bylinski

= Heartland Owners

W Club, Northeast

The GiraffeG4 System

1-877-543-1087 would have prevented it!

RV - MARINE
PORTABLE TOILETS

www.productsarc.com
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pace and social status was carefully
displayed and dutifully acknowledged,
from plantation owner to slave.

Milledgeville has another side that
dates from more recent times. The
Georgia Lunatic Asylum, which later
became Central State Hospital, is a
mammoth campus filled with tall brick
buildings and sweeping lawns on the
edge of town. Opened in 1842 to house
the homeless and mentally ill, the
facility initially offered a cordial environ-
ment for the disabled and downtrodden
where the well-meaning director ate
with the staff and residents.

Exponential growth expanded the
institution into 200 buildings on more
than 3 square miles of grounds. Yet
despite this progress, overcrowding,
underfunding and insufficient staffing
made for serious problems. By the
1940s doctors resorted to lobotomies
and shock-treatment therapy to subdue
and control their charges.

It was well known that once
you checked into Milledgeville (the
nickname for the state hospitall,
you would never leave. Twenty-five-
thousand people died at the institution,
and 2,000 cast-iron markers adorned
with numbers instead of names com-
memorate them. At one point, when the
inmates were involved in the mainte-
nance and operation of the facility, many
of the markers were randomly tossed
into the nearby woods to make the
grounds easier to mow.

The vast facility is open to the
public to drive or walk through now.
Our hair stood on end as we took in the
crumbling brick facades and peered
through broken windows at dilapidated
examination rooms, with scenes from
the movie One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest playing vividly in our minds.

Leaving this spooky world behind,
our spirits lifted as we ventured just a
few miles north on the Antebellum Trail
to the tiny town of Eatonton where a
colorful statue of Br'er Rabbit greeted
us in the middle of town. Across the
street, at the small Georgia Writers
Museum, we learned about Joel
Chandler Harris, the man who wrote
the hugely popular stories featuring this
red-cloaked rabbit from the Briar Patch.



Roadside Assistance

GET MORE FOR YOUR MONEY WITH
GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE received a top ranking for
roadside assistance programs from TopConsumerReviews.com'

- AAA

‘ Roadside Assistance
Unlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service Center YES NO
Member, Spouse, and Dependent Children Covered — FREE YES NO

RV, Autos, Boat Trailers, and Motorcycles Covered YES NO

Coverage in US, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and US Virgin Islands YES NO

Flat Tire Change and Roadside RV Tire Delivery YES NO

Certified RV technicians on staff and the nation’s largest

RV-specific dispatch network NO

YES
S6995 ‘180 +°76

per additional driver

Sign up NOW and save! | -TIME OFFER expires September 30, 2017!

888-557-3704 C GoodSamRoadside.com

*Price reflective of $5 Auto Renewal Discount. Introductory rate available for new members only.

**Information obtained from AAA of Colorado Plus RV plan at Colorado.aaa.com on 4/5/2017.

'According to TopConsumerReviews.com, available on TopConsumerReviews.com published on 9/22/2016.

Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah, and Virginia; and by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to limitations
set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure which can be found at www.GoodSamRoadside.com/MBBs. © 2017 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any
of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GRA53044-0617
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RV Armor Lifetime
Roof .

leak and
worry-free

FOR LIFE.

© Lightweight: Seamless, and
maintenance-free

©® Convenient: Don’t Move! We'll
come to you and install your
new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.

© Affordable: Less expensive than
a traditional roof replacement

©® Permanent: Lifetime material
and labor
warranty.
Tracked by
the VIN #

www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-182-1667)

RV ARMOR is a Federally
Registered Trademark

of RV Armor, Inc.

All Rights Reserved.
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Cherokee Lake Park in Thomasville inspires exploration with fishing piers and a mile-long
paved walking path that meanders through lush lawns and takes in the pretty lake views.

Born in Eatonton in 1845, Harris
grew up listening to slaves’ stories
about wily Br'er (Brother) Rabbit who
relied on his wits and cunning to get
out of bad scrapes. Harris recorded
the folktales and presented them as
if told by a fictional character named
Uncle Remus. Harris and his stories
and characters are also memorialized
at Eatonton’s Uncle Remus Museum,
housed in three former slave cabins.

Author Alice Walker was also born
in Eatonton, almost a century later
in 1944, and she is celebrated at the
Georgia Writers Museum as well.

A novelist, essayist and short-story
writer, Walker is most well known

for her Pulitzer Prize-winning novel,
The Color Purple, which went on to
become a popular movie and musical.

But it was Flannery O'Connor
who intrigued us the most. Born in
Savannah in 1925, she lived most of
her life just 7 miles from Central State
Hospital, and it is said that many of
her stories and characters reflect
the mystery and darkness of that
place. At the urging of the museum'’s
curator, we visited O'Connor’s home,
Andalusia Farm. Standing inside the
farmhouse by huge windows that look
out on a grassy lawn rolling down to a
small pond, we could easily imagine
how she was inspired by this setting.

After making her mark on the
New York intellectual community very
young, O'Connor was diagnosed with
lupus in her mid-20s and returned to

her family’s homestead. She loved the
outdoors and raised birds on her farm,
from peacocks to Muscovy ducks, but
as her health and mobility declined,
she rarely went outside. Instead, she
did her writing seated by the windows
that frame the peaceful grounds and
died in 1964 at age 39.

Our last stop on the Antebellum
Trail was the picturesque town of
Madison. Once described as “the most
cultured and aristocratic town on the
stagecoach route from Charleston
to New Orleans,” Madison is said
to possess the largest collection
of antebellum homes in the state.
Strolling down the tree-lined streets,
we admired the splendid houses that
preside over large, manicured yards
set far back from the road.

In the bustling heart of the lively
downtown area in Madison, the tall
clock tower and ornate columned
facade of the regal Morgan County
Courthouse rise above the lovely
brick-walled shops. A few blocks
away, we found a perfect spot for
a picnic lunch at the new Madison
Town Park.

Our tour of Georgia and the
Antebellum Trail was a glorious way
to see some of the highlights of the
Peach State while making our way
north. For RVers headed to or from
Florida on the snowbird route, a
detour off the interstates and onto
the back roads of Georgia is a
memorable diversion. &



CAMPING WORLD

$500 OFF (2885 ecnser

l

NEW 2018 THOR MOTOR COACH NEW 2018 THOR MOTOR COACH

FREEDOM ELITE »r VEGAS 2.

HOUGHTON LAKE, MI | LIST $81150 | NOW $55,995" SAVANNAH, GA | LIST $11O 475 | NOW $79,995

$330= 475w

Stk. #1375102 - Based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.

Stk. #1369710 - Based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.

CAMPING WORLD RV SALES

*Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in CA, OH, TX, TN, GA, MS, LA, WA, OR or UT). Inventory and floorplans
vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the nearest authorized dealer. Contact your area dealer for availability. VIN numbers posted at dealership. All payments to qualified buyers with
approved credit. Subject to lender terms. Down payment may be required (Not applicablein PA). RV must be purchased at a participating Camping World RV Sales Dealership to qualify. Offer is not retroactive on previous RV purchases. Benefits are subject to certain
limitations and restrictions, and are subject to change. Discounts and benefits offered through your Good Sam Elite membership for 3 years from date of RV purchase. See dealer for full program details. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New
unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other offer and not applicable to prior sales. Offers valid at any Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. * “Must present this advertisement at
time of purchase. Not applicable to prior sales and may not be combined with any other offer. Not applicable on wholesale units. Offer valid at any Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. © 2017 FreedomRoads, LLC. CAMPING
WORLD and the CAMPING WORLD Mountain Logo are registered trademarks of CWI, Inc. and used with permission. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. Offers expire 9/6/T7. FRO36213-0617

877-CW-RV-SALE | CampingWorld.com/RV



CW090084_0917 MHTL

Great TV on the Road—
henever & Wherever
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CLUB
MEMBERS

Enjoy DISH® Pay-As-You-Go Programming
with the Wally Receiver!

DISH Wally® HD Satellite Receiver #87758 Club SALE $79.97 Reg. $109 With DISH® Pay-As-You-Go programming**:

USER-FRIENDLY FEATURES! e Pay only for the months you use

» Works with any DISH® satellite * Easy access to your favorite apps * Compatible with all DISH-specific antennas
antenna to bring you Pay-As-You-Go and streaming content like Netflix and most mobile satellite antennas
Programming (requires streaming membership e Only DISH lets you watch your favorite

* Radio frequency remote can be used and Wi-Fi Adapter) shows in HD
inside or outside the RV, through the e Additional Wally™ accessories * No charge to start or stop monthly service
wall up to 200 ft. away available including: Bluetooth e Programming for as little as $34.99

e Locate your missing remote with the adapter and headphones, Wi-Fi per month!
remote finder adapter and additional remotes * HBO included for 3 months' with activation

Hurry, offer expires September 4, 2017. Gall Camping World at 1.877.793.4801 to activate your DISH programming!

*Distant Locals: Requires RV/Commercial vehicle ownership verification.
**Important Terms and Conditions: All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice.
tAfter 3 months you will be billed $15/mo unless you call to cancel. HBO® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.

Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment
upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers. Offers
subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

CAMPING WORLD d:ish

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.877.793.4801 | CampingWorld.com AUTHORIZED RETAILER

Dish Network, Circle 111 on Reader Service Card



article by Jerry Smith

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURERS

Enhance the look of your truck with a bed liner or tonneau cover,
worthwhile investments that pay off and shield valuable cargo

hether you bought a truck for towing, work-related

activities or both, you want to keep it looking good

as long as possible. You also want to make sure that
whatever you put in the bed doesn’t get wet or sun-fried and is
still there when you get home. It’s for these reasons that bed
liners and tonneau covers are some of the most popular pickup
accessories in the truck aftermarket. They protect the truck
and its cargo from weather, prying eyes and sticky fingers, and
add to the truck’s resale value when it comes time to trade up
by keeping the interior of the bed looking good.

The best way to protect the paint inside the truck bed and
prevent dents and cracks that result from carrying heavy
or shifting cargo is with a bed liner. Think of a liner as a layer
of armor between your precious truck and the cruel world,
a layer whose job it is to absorb the scratches and dings that
might otherwise be inflicted on the bed itself, eventually
causing rust that you'll have to deal with sooner or later.
There are two main types of bed liners: drop-in and
spray-on. Drop-in liners are basically large, molded inserts
that exactly match the shape of the bed and simply drop into
it. They're bolted down after drilling holes through the bed

and liner. Most incorporate holes for stakes and racks, so you
don’t need to cut your own. Because they're custom-molded
for each make and model of truck, they look great. They're
not only easy to install, they're easy to remove.

But the holes needed for the mounting bolts present
their own problems and offer an opportunity for moisture
and eventually rust to creep up from underneath. Also, if the
installation isn’'t done just right, the liner could be misaligned,
allowing water and dirt to infiltrate the gaps along the sides
of the bed and collect underneath the liner, where they can
move around and scratch the paint as well as cause rust.

It's always a good idea to give the bed a thorough cleaning
before installing a drop-in liner to prevent wear that can go
unnoticed for years.

The problems common to drop-in liners aren’t present
with spray-on liners. As the name implies, these liners are
sprayed onto the bed like paint, but unlike paint, the material
dries into a tough, wear-resistant surface. Because there
are no mounting holes to drill, there is no danger of rust
or corrosion creeping up from under the bed. Many truck
owners choose to have the job done by professional installers
at authorized dealerships, but for the DIY crowd, there are
brush-on liners that can be applied.
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Even more than with a drop-in liner, bed prep is vitally
important to a successful spray- or brush-on application, so
be sure to add prep time to your estimate of how long the job
will take. The main downside is that, once applied, they're not
removable. This doesn’t seem like such a big deal until the
material gets scratched, or stained by some nasty chemical.
A professional spray-in liner company can always add a
topcoat for cosmetic reasons if the liner becomes damaged.

Tonneau Covers

The function of a tonneau cover is less to protect the truck
bed and more to secure the cargo in it. They also look cool,
whether the bed is full or empty, and some claim they
improve fuel mileage slightly by smoothing turbulent airflow
over the open bed. The mileage claim is open to debate,
especially in terms of cost-effectiveness, but there’s no
denying that if you want to protect whatever you're carrying,
a tonneau cover is the hot ticket.

There is a wide variety of styles of tonneau covers in terms
of material and operation. The simplest and most economical
ones are just big rectangles of heavy-duty vinyl that stretch
over the bed and attach to the truck body with snaps. They're
fine if money is an issue, or if you're not going to take them off
and on very often because the snaps can wear out.

L-_ —=

The BAKFLlip ~ hard cover (starting at
$800) comes in aluminum, fiberglass
and vinyl versions. The aluminum G2

L

Security is mostly an illusion. The vinyl can be opened to
get at the cargo, and if the thief is feeling especially rushed
that day, the material is easy to slice with a knife. Finally,
in rainy weather the cover can sag and collect water — and
make its way into the bed. Even a moderate snowfall can
weigh down the cover enough to stretch it out of shape.

Many hard tonneaus provide cargo security, thanks to
locks that work in conjunction with a locking tailgate. Made
of fiberglass, ABS or aluminum to withstand snow buildup if
the truck is parked outside during the winter, they're sturdy,
too. Some roll up like a big rug, others consist of hinged slats
that fold or slide to give access to the bed, and still others
are basically big lids hinged at the cab end that Llift up like the
top of an ice chest. A lot of fiberglass and ABS covers can be
ordered to color-match the truck.

Hard tonneaus represent the high end in terms of quality
and price, but they're worth it because they secure your cargo
and protect the bed’s interior from weather and, to some
extent, UV deterioration. A real belt-and-suspenders pickup
owner has both a bed liner and a tonneau cover.

Here’s a roundup of some representative bed liners and
tonneau covers. It's by no means a complete list, but it should
give you an idea of what's available so you can research which
type and style of liner or cover suits your situation.

BedRug
The BedRug bed liner is made of tough
polypropylene that resists stains from
bleach, oil and even battery acid — they
just wash off. It has a knee-friendly
Y-inch cushioned floor and an anti-skid
surface to keep cargo from shifting.

The XLT BedMat ~ is designed for
outside use and will not absorb water. It

offers full-bed access as well as theft
protection — just lock the tailgate to
secure the contents of the bed — and
you can drive with the cover closed,
half open or fully open. The Fibermax
(starting at $840) is made of a fiber-
glass-reinforced polymer with an
aluminum substructure and has all the
features of the aluminum BAKFLip.
The Revolver X2 ~ (starting at
$1,200) is a rolling hard cover with
locking rails that secure the full length
of the bed. It can be opened easily with

one hand and has an automatic slam
latch that operates from either side.
The RollBAK » (starting at $1,200)
is made of a series of interlinked
Y2-inch-thick extruded aluminum slats
that glide on Teflon rails. It locks with
the tailgate and can be set in multiple
positions.
818-365-9000, www.bakindustries.com

installs in minutes with hook-and-loop
fasteners, with no sanding, bed prep or
drilling required. The cushioned Impact
BedMat v has a TPO-composite
surface that's slip- and skid-resistant.
It installs with hook-and-loop fasteners
in just minutes. Contact your local
dealer for prices.

800-462-8435, www.bedrug.com




DualLiner

DualLiner’s « five-piece drop-in

bed liner ($399 for 5%- and 6Y2-foot
beds, $449 for 8-foot beds) consists
of custom-fit hard panels for the front,
sides and tailgate that integrate with
a heavy-duty %-inch-thick ZeroSkid
rubber floor. A tight fit allows the

use of factory tie-downs and provides
a clean, finished look. The bed liner
installs without drilling, sanding or
prep work and doesn’t trap water. The
floor snaps into a molded channel

at the bottom of the side walls. The
DualLiner comes with four pieces for
some truck models.

800-992-1949, www.dualliner.com

Leer

The custom 750 Sport ~ tonneau is

packed with features like a FlexSeal water

barrier, Leer’s SuperLift system and an

interior headliner. There’s also a 12-volt

DC interior LED light with a gas prop

switch and a keyless remote. The finish

uses automotive paint for a long life.
The Trilogy X2T v ($904) is

an easy-on, easy-off trifold cover

" e

with interlocking hinges and an
exclusive latching system. It features
an accessory track, superior water
management and vertical stacking.

Other Leer tonneaus include
the Ricochet XRT ($1,694), made of
heavy-duty extruded aluminum panels
with a tough powder-coated matte-black
surface. It requires only a Phillips screw-
driver and a %s-inch wrench to remove
and retracts into a canister box at the
front of the bed at the turn of a knob.
The Velocity ($527) is an economical
roll-up soft cover that installs with two
Y2-inch wrenches and uses a no-drill
clamp attachment.

Contact your local dealer for prices,
as most covers are custom-made.
www.leer.com

Pace Edwards
The UltraGroove and UltraGroove
Metal ~ retractable tonneaus
($1,319 and $1,796) feature T-slot
and rear-end caps for quick and easy
installation, and can be opened or
closed without removing the racks.
The UltraGroove consists of ArmorTek
vinyl over aluminum panels, while
the UltraGroove Metal has a powder-
coated matte-black surface. Both have
raised profiles, seals and drain tubes
to improve water management. They
include built-in expansion systems that
fit most Thule and Yakima racks for
bikes, kayaks and canoes.

The retractable Switchblade ($919)

and Switchblade Metal « ($1,415) can
be removed easily with a Phillips screw-
driver and %s-inch wrench for full-bed
access. The Switchblade is ArmorTek
vinyl over aluminum panels, and the
Switchblade Metal has heavy-duty
powder-coated aluminum panels.
Other Pace Edwards products
include the Bedlocker Electric remote-
control retractable cover ($2,215) and
the Full-Metal Jackrabbit spring-action
retractable tonneau ($1,700).
800-338-3697, www.pace-edwards.com

Rhino Linings
Rhino Linings’ « protective coating is
a spray-in liner available at authorized
franchise dealers (prices vary, typically
running from $400 to $650). HardLine is
the company’s hardest truck-bed lining
and is applied up to %-inch thick in
areas exposed to heavy use.

Extreme was originally designed
as a commercial and industrial coating
but is now one of the company’s most
popular products, with excellent impact,
chemical and abrasion resistance and a
full range of colors with a UV top coating.

TuffGrip, the company’s flagship
product, celebrating 30 years in 2018,
is up to Ys-inch thick and has excellent
slip resistance. Hybrid’s strengths are
chemical and corrosion resistance, and
the SolarMax coating combines long-
lasting color and UV protection with
good impact and abrasion resistance.
800-422-2603, www.liners.rhinolinings.com
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TruXedo
The TruXedo Deuce ~ ($599) rolls up
like a conventional tonneau cover from
the rear, and with the pull of a latch,
the front flips to allow access to the bed
from the driver’s or passenger’s side.
A rear-mounted control self-adjusts to
keep the cover tight in varying tempera-
tures. The preassembled, quick-attach
cover system and no-drill clamps make
installation time less than 20 minutes.
The Edge « ($469) has a stylish
arched tailgate design and can be

Solid
Step

Freedom on the road.
Freedom in design.

The most stable RV step
on the market today!

Features

TRUCK-BED PROTECTION

the Titanium (starting at $849), made
of hard aluminum slats and soft vinyl,
and the TruXport (starting at $336),
an economical roll-up cover with an
industrial hook-and-loop system that
provides continuous contact between
the cover and the rails.

877-878-9336, www.truxedo.com

UnderCover

The UnderCover Classic v tonneau
(starting at $926.95) is made of ABS
and designed to provide a strong,
watertight seal. It has a dual-locking

installed in less than 20 minutes using
the easy-to-attach clamps. A simple
trigger latch opens the cover, and

the no-tool adjustable-tension control
keeps the cover snug in any temper-
ature. Stake holes are available for

maximum versatility.

The Lo Pro (starting at $534) has
a heavy-duty aluminum frame and
tension control to keep the fit tight in
all temperatures. It accommodates
most bed caps and bed rails, and can
be installed in 20 minutes or less.

Other TruXedo bed covers include

Threshold panel
behind the top
step to protect the
trailer sidewall
from damage

\ "-.'I
113" XL top
tread depth

NEW

PRODUCT

* The SolidStep’s innovative design permits the step
to operate through a wide range of ride heights with
adjustable leg extensions. The design also ensures
that the steps stay parallel to the ground, reducing the
potential for slipping or falling during use.

* The SolidStep design permits the step to stow inside of
the entry door, keeping road debris and corrosion away
while simultaneously permitting continuous skirt metal
on the RV, enhancing the aesthetics of the coach.

* Recessed feet prevent trip hazard and maximize
clearance for camping spot.

* Mounting screws provided for either wood or laminate
floor applications

= No bounce, manual steel step with aluminum treads
« Kickplate prevents damage to sidewall and skirt

* Extra-wide top step for easy entry and exit

* Optional illuminated LED tread lighting

* 400-pound capacity

Aluminum treads
that hold up against
the elements

»
o 8.5" lower
m tread depth

-

" Extendable legs and feet
‘contact the ground for

~“‘maximum stability

00066

lippertcomponents.com



system and a UV-protected polymer
finish, and includes a wall mount for
easy off-truck storage. The textured
black finish is scratch-resistant, and
an LED bed-Llighting system is
included. Installation and removal
require no drilling.

Other models include the Lux SE
(starting at $1,459), made of an ABS
composite material with UnderCover’s
patented X-Effect design for strength.
Itincludes a double-seal system to
keep water out, a built-in LED light and
a center-mount lock for security. The
Flex (starting at $856.27), is made of
fiberglass-reinforced panels with an
aluminum frame and comes with prop
rods to hold the cover in the upright,
folded position to allow access to the
full bed.

866-900-8800, www.undercoverinfo.com

WeatherTech

WeatherTech’s RollUp » retractable
cover ($479.95 to $519.95) keeps cargo
away from the elements when deployed

YEARS

and stays out of the way for oversize
cargo. The AutoLatch Il automatic
dual-locking system releases with a
downward pull, and when used with

a locked tailgate provides excellent
security. Made from commercial-grade
reinforced vinyl, the cover stays flexible
in extreme temperatures. It is water-
resistant with front and rear seals that
form a tight barrier between the truck
and cover.

The TechLiner (starting at $254.90)
and TailGate TechLiner (starting at
$59.90) a are custom-fit solutions to
protect and preserve truck beds and
tailgates. Made from recyclable and
odorless thermoplastic elastomer, they're
durable, flexible and UV-resistant, and
are designed not to crack, break or warp
even in extreme temperatures. Both are
secured using hook-and-loop discs.
800-441-6287, www.weathertech.com &

www.northwoodmfg.com

< Huality By Design _

ARCTIC FOX - NASH DESERT Fox

Fu%m-- ==*SNOW RIVER = WOLF' EREEK

Northwood Mfg., Circle 124 on Reader Service Card
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CAMPING

WORLD

CLUB MEMBERS

FREE18' :
Rope Light
with purchase of

Awning Light Track

Offer only at retail SuperCenters.

#69142

CLUB SALE

53799

Awning Light

Track, 18'L #54900

Holds /2" rope light

set, plus a sun shade or
screenroom. | Reg. $47.99

Converts single
track to a two-
track system

CLUB MEMBERS

FREE DISH ViP*

211z Receiver

with purchase of KING®
Tailgater™ 3 OR KING® Tailgater™
Automatic Satellite

#73912

CLUB SALE

*299

KING® Tailgater™ 3 #94910
« 1 coaxial port

« Includes 35' coax cable
Reg. 9329 | ®% |@

1BY2"H x 1874"W x 17"L

CLUB SALE

*349

KING® Tailgater™ Automatic
Satellite for DISH #34187

» 2 coaxial ports

« Includes 50' coax cable
Reg. $379 | ™% |@

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.857.6625 | CampingWorld.com

Save 35%

$'| 297

NEW!Door Mat, 18" x 27"

100% Olefin® and printed with
colorfast ink. Great indoors or
out. Made in USA. More designs
available. | Reg. $19.99

e L]

7\——,,
#103634

1103637 m
MEMBERS P
CLUB SALE Save‘y \
52497 O Loy

NEW!Hi Back Tension Chair #107059
Sturdy steel frame features crossbar
supports. Durable 600D polyester
fabric. Drink holder in right armrest.
Includes carry bag. | Reg. $34.99

]

225 b. capacity

w gLUB SALE
— 97
S A Water Hose Caddy #96153

Efficiently stores water hose or
electrical cord (up to 75'L) and
accessories. Hose unwinds easily
from each end. | Reg. $22.99

234 sq. in. porcelain wire
cooking surface

CLUB
MEMBERS

Save

45"

Thermometer

CLUB SALE

53997

BBQTek™ Gas Grill #72908

Lid latches securely to base and
legs fold under for storage.
Reg. $75.99 | m% | @

12,000 BTU

W Flat shipping fee applies

CW041719



RAVAGANZA!

LOWEST PRICES

OF THE SEASON!

Chrome Nickel ".\'; % ;i" s
—..‘ B -
STARTING AT
CLUB SALE
2 9 White

3 Reg $54.99 | @

Fury Handheld Shower

Features five flow settings, |

SmartPause shutoff valve and % |

an extra long 72" hose.

BEST SELLER! White #83902
Club SALE $32.97 Reg. $54.99

Chrome #94095
Club SALE $38.97 Reg. $65.99

Nickel #83903
Club SALE $41.97 Reg. $69.99

STARTING AT
CLUB SALE

#73993
Reg $119.99 | @

Portable Surge Guard™
Surge Protectors

30-Amp #73993
120-volt, 2100 joules
surge supression.
Club SALE $69.97
Reg. $119.99

50-Amp #73995
240-volt, 4200 joules
surge suppression.
Club SALE $99.97
Reg. $169.99

#73995

CLUB MEMBERS

BUY 1GET1

50% OFF!

8 oz. per
40 gal. tank

$929

Aqua-Kem Deodorant, 32 oz. #4159
Liquefies waste and breaks down tissue
fast to prevent clogging. Works in all
weather conditions. 100% biodegradable.
Reg $10.99 | @

*Offer valid only at retail SuperCenters.

M;;‘;ERS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!
Save

570 -

B"x 9" x 14"

CLUB SALE

“09”

Portable Ice Maker, Black #108118

Make up to 25 Ibs. of ice per day, anywhere you need
it—patio, campsite, tailgating or kitchen. 110-volt.
Reg. $179.99

Red #91518 Club SALE $109.97 Reg. $179.99
-l

Red

©2017 CWI Inc. CAMPING WORLD and the CAMPING WORLD Mountain Logo are registered trademarks of CWI, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc/s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.

W Product Protection Plan available

Prices expire

September 4, 2017 Wo RLD

CAMPING

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

AUGUST 11-12

— AND—
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

AUGUST 18-19

,FIR\

SUPERCENTERS
NATIONWIDE

*x Kk Kk Kk ok ok &

CLUB MEMBERS

Save §()*%

EVENT-ONLY
SPECIALS!

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
* Kk ok ok k k &k

*x * PL/C/ x X
FREE
POPCORN! & (84

SPIN T WIN <2 Y

To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL




article by Gary Wescott photos by Gary and Monika Wescott

ON TOP OF AN AMERI

GOING THE DISTANCE ON THE 165-MILE TAHOE RIM TRAIL, ONE OF THE WO

t was 9:30 a.m. by the time we polished off a second

helping of bacon and eggs and hot buttermilk pancakes

at the fabulous breakfast buffet at Granlibakken Lodge

in Tahoe City, California. We shouldered our packs and
headed up the Tahoe Rim Trail (TRT), which conveniently
starts just behind the lodge. For most of the people we
passed that morning, it was just a day hike to the next pickup
point. For us, it was the beginning of a 25-day march.

Our goal was to through-hike the entire TRT, all 165
miles of it. A major complication was the California drought,
which had left many of the small streams dry. Water would
be critical. We had to carry enough for two or even three
days in places, raising the weight of our packs to more
than 55 pounds.
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Obviously, we were not in a hurry. Perhaps more obvious,
we were not part of the new ultralight backpacking crowd.
Based on the notion that it's not the destination but the
journey that counts, we have always been slow hikers,
stopping early to find that perfect campsite. We get up
with the sun to enjoy a fresh cup of coffee or two, savor the
mountain air, and pack up and hit the trail at about 9 a.m.
We stop frequently to take pictures, talk with people and
enjoy the country around us.

Few will argue that Lake Tahoe, framed by a ring of
snowcapped peaks and lush forests, is one of the most
beautiful places on this planet. Never mind the golf, water
sports, fishing, world-class skiing and snowboarding, and
24-hour excitement at the Las Vegas-style clubs. If you're




CAN TREASURE

RLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL LONG-DISTANCE FOOTPATHS

looking for fresh air and adventure,
hundreds of miles of hiking and biking
trails have always laced the surround-
ing national forests and wilderness
areas. It was not until the 1970s that
Glen Hampton, a recreation officer for
the U.S. Forest Service, had a dream of
creating an environmentally sensitive
trail circling the entire lake on the
ridgetops, offering a challenging hike
with breathtaking views of the endless

(Right) Fishing in the lakes was unproduc-
tive for the author; fortunately, food drops
were preplanned. (Far right) MSR trekking
poles helped tremendously with crossing

on slippery rocks, especially when getting

caught up taking in the surrounding scenery.

mountains, lakes and forests.

In cooperation with the Forest
Service, Nevada State Parks and the
then-newly created nonprofit volunteer
organization called the Tahoe Rim
Trail Fund, thousands of volunteers
were organized. After more than
200,000 hours of work by more than
10,000 volunteers, Hampton's dream
manifested into the TRT, taking its
place alongside the Appalachian,

Pacific Crest and John Muir trails as
an American treasure.

It was afternoon on the third day
when we crossed California Route
267 and thankfully found the pair
of 2'2-gallon jugs of water we had
stashed several days before. There
was no place to camp, so we trudged
on another couple of miles to an open
spot for the night.

Certainly, one of the joys of
backpacking is that wherever you
stop, you're home. After setting up
our two-man tent and arranging a
backcountry kitchen, it was time for
a bowl of hot soup and the main
one-pot course. Given the length and
difficulty of a long hike like this, it was
important to eat well. Most of our

'
abs around them.’
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freeze-dried or dehydrated meals were
prepared from products you can buy

in any grocery store. This lengthy hike
requires some preplanning.

Finding a running creek at Gray
Lake was a nice surprise, and it was
a beautiful overnight spot, but we had
to keep moving. Our next food drop
wasn't until we would cross Nevada
Route 431 near the Mount Rose
summit. During an earlier scouting trip,
we discovered that the friendly people
at Flume Trail Bikes and Tunnel Creek
Café in Incline Village would be happy
to bring our prepackaged box of food for
a small fee during one of their normal
mountain-bike shuttle runs.

Most of the TRT is open to mountain
bikes and equestrians. Although we
saw very few horses during our hike,
there were plenty of mountain bikes,
and much of the trail is ideal for that
use. While there are difficult sections
that some may walk their bikes through,
there’s no question that you can cover
20 or 30 miles on an easy day’s ride. The
TRT does pass through three wilderness

areas where bikes are not permitted.
Only Desolation Wilderness requires
a special permit for hikers.

Despite the drought, the alpine
display of wildflowers was spectacular
with more than two dozen easily iden-
tifiable varieties, including favorites
like Indian paintbrush and lupine.
Surprisingly, we saw very few animals
other than deer and the ever-present
chipmunks. Although all our food was
safely packed in lightweight carbon-fiber
Bearikade, animal-proof containers that
are required in Desolation Wilderness,
we saw no signs of bears. They probably
found better pickings from garbage cans
down by the lake.

By Day 4 we had gotten our hiking
legs back, but the weight of our packs
was something we would never adjust
to, and we started to wonder what we
could eliminate for our next trip. Our
lightweight two-man tent, three-quarter-
length Therm-a-Rest sleeping pads,
20-degree-Fahrenheit down mummy
bags, rain gear, super-light pots and
stove never made the list to leave

Mobile

behind. Being on the trail for a week

or more, if you can’'t get a good night’s
sleep and eat healthy meals, you've lost
the game. The best meal on our trip
was rehydrated spaghetti with freeze-
dried garden vegetables, dried cheddar
cheese, powdered milk and bacon bits.

As we hiked above 9,000 feet, we
had great views of Lake Tahoe, Castle
Peak, Donner Lake and the town of
Truckee. Still heading up, we reached
Relay Peak at 10,338 feet, the highest
point on the trail. At some point |
wondered, since we started at lake level
(6,229 feet) and would finish at lake
level, with a total elevation gain and loss
of 27,484 feet, how could more than
two-thirds of it be uphill?

At length we reached the Mount
Rose Summit Trailhead where it
crosses Route 431. We had only a short
wait until the van from Flume Trail and
Tunnel Creek delivered our first food
drop at Tahoe Meadows. With a quick
stop at Ophir Creek to fill our 3-liter Big
Zip Platypus water bags, we headed
south. It would be 23 hard miles to our

FULL TIMER 5TH WHEEL BUYERS WANT:
JAW DROPPING NO NONSENSE PRICES
EXPERT PRODUCT KNOWLEDGE
NO SURPRISE DELIVERY EXPERIENCE
ADD OPTIONS NOW; DO IT RIGHT
RESPOND TO ME AFTER THE SALE

THAT'S WHY
Buyers from all over U.S. come to us for:

* Expert knowledge of all things 5th wheel
* Negotiate purchase/trade by phone/email
* 60 new and used 5th wheels available

* Indoor Leisurely comparison of brands

* Indoor, no rush customer orientation

* In 2-3 days be on the road in new trailer
* Free RV Park for transfer of belongings
*"In the Park" service during & after sale

Suites | * 15 Bay service dept. is affordable/reliable
* Famous for service response after the sale

* At center of U.S. on the way to everywhere

Call, email sales@nuwa.com, or come visit
We like to pleasantly surprise our customers

www.kansasrvcenter.com

www.nuwa.com
3701 Johnson Rd. - Chanute, KS
1-800-835-0676
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(Right and far right) The
Wescotts’ lightweight
MSR Hubba Hubba
two-person tent was

a change from their
usual expedition truck
camper. More than 130
lakes nestle between the
glaciated granite canyons
of Desolation Wilderness.

next resupply at Spooner Summit, but
there was a hand-pump well at Marlette
Campground about 14 miles away.
While a good rider on a mountain bike
could make that distance in an hour or
so, it would take us a long day.

One nice thing about the TRT is
that, while only a few hikers tackle
the complete trail, many sections
are ideal for shorter hikes. We saw
several couples with young children,
some carrying their own little packs
and others being carried. Either way,
they were in the outdoors, maybe even
sleeping under the stars for a night
instead of being glued to a video game.

The TRT is the perfect introduction

to the beauty and adventure of hiking
for kids of all ages, even if it's only a
short-day walkabout. We also met a lot
of retirees enjoying day hikes.

The views of Lake Tahoe, Emerald
Bay and the massive Crystal Range
behind the much-anticipated Desolation
Wilderness were inspiring. It was
getting dark by the time we picked up
our third food drop and filled our water
at the little Tramway Market conve-
nience store at the top of Kingsbury
Grade where the trail crosses California
Route 207. We treated ourselves to
a steak dinner at the Fox and Hound

Smokehouse, pitched our tent in the
parking lot next to the trailhead and
headed for Star Lake in the cool of
the morning.

On a two-day overnighter,
everything can wait till you get home.
On an extended hike like the John Muir
Trail or the TRT, life goes on. Day stops
to wash a few clothes, take a bucket-
bath and just relax become part of the
enjoyment of the adventure. After a
day-and-a-half layover at beautiful Star
Lake, we left refreshed and feeling that
we were getting close to home — only
90 miles to go! Much of the trail would
be above 9,000 feet, but by now we were

@B CEXCEPTIONAL RIDE QUALITY f
B FOR TOWING VERICLES .

* Reliable comfort when

truck is unloaded

¢ Twin tubes easier to install

than gas shocks

reasonable price

KONI STR.T

¢ KONI performance at a

Limited Lifetime Warranty

Koni North America, Circle 157 on Reader Service Card

PERFORMANCE SHOCK ABSORBERS | koni.com
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CALIFORNIA NEVADA

It works!

We looked at a lot of options to fix
the leak in our RV roof and couldn’t
be happier with choosing RVroof.com!
They were friendly, knowledgeable,
and the product works as guaranteed.

- Happy RV Roof Customers

Need a New RV Roof?

RV FlexArmor® is the solution!

¢ No Caulking!
L 3/16” Thick!
¢ Puncture Proof!

RV Roof.com, INC.

3236 Hwy 17 | Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
904.814.2104

—
oof.com

HOME OF THE AL SPRAYED RV ROOF (@fk rmior,
| —

FlexArmor
el TT_L\

RVRoof.com, Circle 135 on Reader Service Card
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well acclimated.

In another day and a half, we
crossed California Route 89 and made
it all the way to Dardanelles Lake, one
of my favorites when [ lived in South
Lake Tahoe. Our packs were lighter
now with the abundance of water from
spring-fed creeks. Dardanelles, a short
detour off the main trail, was too nice
not to stay an extra day, and we had
plenty of food to reach our final supply
box that we had mailed to the store at
Echo Chalet in Echo Lake.

After passing Round Lake, the TRT
joins the Pacific Crest Trail that spans
more than 2,650 miles from Mexico to
Canada. On this section that it shares
with the TRT, it wanders through lush
meadows of wildflowers on the way to
Showers Lake.

Wanting to reach Echo Chalet early
to pack our food and fishing gear, we
camped in a meadow just a couple of
miles short of U.S. Route 50. By 10 the
next morning, we had stuffed nine days
of food into our Bearikade barrels and
hopped onto the Echo Lake water taxi
that would drop us at the far end of
Upper Echo Lake, saving us a 3-mile
slog over a very rocky trail. Call it
cheating if you want, but we knew what
that section was like. By evening we
had found a pleasant camp with other
hikers at Lake of the Woods. We were
now in Desolation Wilderness.

The next 33 miles were the frosting
on the cake. The amazing glacial-
polished rock landscape of Desolation
Wilderness encompasses three
mountain ranges and about 130 lakes

Views at every turn are spectacular as the Tahoe Rim
Lake Tahoe, which straddles the border of California and Ngvada_.

r, B v o

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Tahoe Rim Trail Association
775-298-4485, www.tahoerimtrail.org

dozen or more sapphire-blue lakes,
some surrounded by forests of western
white pine, hemlock and weathered
junipers, while others seemed to be
placed only to catch a reflected image
of the mountains that nurture them.

Lake Aloha is a spectacular sight,
dotted with little islands and backed
by the sheer glaciated granite cliffs of
9,983 -foot Pyramid Peak. The glaciers
that carved out Desolation Valley, a
5-square-mile granite bowl, disap-
peared 10,000 years ago, but there is
still a feeling that the Ice Age ended
last wee




taxi to Upper Echo. We hurried to
escape the day-trippers and camped at
Susie Lake, knowing we had 9,380-foot
Dicks Pass just ahead. Susie, Dicks and
Middle Velma lakes are part of what
Desolation is all about, with Gilmore,
Fontanillis and Lower Velma lakes
tempting us along the way. We took
time to soak in the incredible scenery
and do a little fishing.

Unfortunately for angling hikers
like us, many of the lakes have been
“restored” as a result of the Sierra
Nevada Yellow-Legged Frog Habitat
Restoration Project that began in 2008.
The once-abundant population of
rainbow, brown, brook and golden trout,
and even mackinaw have been gill-
netted and removed. Combine that with
Desolation Wilderness being the most
heavily used wilderness area per acre
in the United States, and the fishing
was not what we could recall from
30 years ago, but the serenity will
always be there.

As we reluctantly hiked out of
Desolation, we made a comfortable
camp at Richardson Lake, a popular
spot for off-highway vehicles. We were
pleased that the four-wheel-drive crowd
had left neat, clean campsites. Now with
only Barker Pass (7,650 feet) in our way,
we soon turned off the Pacific Crest
Trail and headed east over the Sierra
Crest with amazing views of Lake
Tahoe and Desolation.

Our final campsite at the edge
of a meadow just 5 miles from Tahoe
City was the perfect end to an amazing
journey. We left the rain-fly off our
tent to enjoy the star-filled night and
slept in until the sun on our faces
woke us. A hot shower and a sauna at
Granlibakken Lodge where our car had
been safely parked in a guarded lot
awaited us just a few hours away.

Glad to have made it back safely
and sad that it was over so soon, we
celebrated with a welcome-home steak
dinner and wine at Jake's on the Lake,
with a view of the lake we had just
walked around, the tangerine blush of
a Sierra Nevada afterglow highlighting
the mountains across the cobalt water.

The Tahoe Rim Trail is an American
treasure that we’ll treasure for the rest
of our lives. &

Wireless Tire Pressure and
Temperature Monitoring System

=1Cr4 Y

PRODUCTS
T
» 3 %" monitor—one of the largest on the market
¢ Sensors with replaceable batteries
* Available with anti-theft & flow-through sensors
= Monitors up to 26 tires ® Handles up to 210 psi
* Both visual and audible alarms
* Fast and easy programming
* 3-year warranty ¢ 24/7 technical support

928-317-8888
510-910-5397

WWW.eezrvp roducts.com

CUT DOWNHILL 780
SPEED UP TO

.and never touch the brakes!

Revolutionary, patented
all-electronic braking
system with downbhill
speed regulating capability

.. PATENTS
652414 Bl &
& 66 152,853

You've crested that big hill and need to start thinking about slowing
down. What do you do? Ride your service brakes and hope they don't
overheat? Downshift the transmission and possibly over-rev your engine?
Look for a runaway truck ramp? With Banks SpeedBrake, you simply set
your desired downhill speed, lift your foot off the throttle and SpeedBrake
quickly slows you down and holds it steady. Automatic, adaptive, and in
control... SpeedBrake gives you peace-of-mind on the grades!

“The SpeedBrake may have saved my family’s
lives... The longest descent was a 3 mile 6%
grade and I never touched the brake pedal once.
| just set the SpeedBrake to 50 mph and it held
that speed all the way down... Later, when |
hooked up and tested the trailer brakes | noticed
| didn’t have any! The SpeedBrake did exactly
what it was designed to do, and without it, | am
not so sure this trip would have ended with our
safe return home. | can honestly say | am very
satisfied with my purchase.” —Mike C. Chicago

Note: Product availability, features & performance results vary by application.

2= shop online: DPANKSpower.com
(800) 601-8072

or Call Now

EEZ RV Products, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card

Banks Power, Circle 116 on Reader Service Card
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We've got you
covered where

Insurance

\ leaves off.

(—4
Good Sam
TravelAssist[#
PLANS STARTING AT ™

N < 7055']

$12999 |

1-.'_5“5

WHY TrAVELASSIST?

©Q O

Protects youand your family ~ Worldwide Coverage for any Covers costs NOT Annual Membership costs
24/7 inthe event of anaccident  type of travel. Includes cruises, covered by most hundreds less than competitors
or illness while traveling air travel, and road trips! insurance or Medicare. like MedJet or SkyMed

WHAT DOES TRAVELASSIST COVER?

@ Emergency Medical Transportation @ Prescription & Glasses Replacement Assistance

RV/Vehicle Returned to Your Home ° Return of Deceased Remains

9 Transportation Home e Pet Care & Return Assistance

NO HEALTH SCREENS REQUIRED! NO AGE LIMITS!
LIMITED-TIME OFFER — Ends August 31, 2017. Sign up Now!

caL 1-866-694-1582 or visit GoodSamTravel Assist.com

*Introductory offer for Good Sam Members who are first-time buyers only. Offer expires August 31, 2017. @2017 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are
registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. Al rights reserved. GTA53025 -0517




HANDS ON

MOBRYDE S5TEPABOVE ENTRY STAIRS

article and photos by Kevin Livingston

At Your Doorstep

MORryde's retractable stairs make getting into and
out of an RV a breeze, and they flip up for travel

N ot much has changed in the way
people get into and out of travel
trailers and fifth-wheels. The RV indus-
try has been using the same style steps
for years, and most owners are forced
to tolerate the way they can sometimes
lean and sway in unfavorable positions,
not to mention the narrow rungs that
can reduce stability and impact footing.

While a few improved-design after-
market steps are now used on produc-
tion units, MORryde is banking on its
recently introduced StepAbove folding
staircase to be a game changer. Much
more than pull-out and folding steps,
the new retractable staircase has been
showing up on certain models right
from the factory and is now being
offered to the aftermarket.

The StepAbove consists of a
specially designed and shaped all-
aluminum stair structure that is meant
to replace the standard entry stairs on
trailers and fifth-wheels relatively
easily. The one-piece structure takes
a completely different approach to
how steps are affixed and offers unique
adjustability via feet that can be individ-
ually positioned for the correct height
in response to terrain.

The American-made step system
is rigid and well built and comes with
all the hardware necessary for instal-
lation right out of the box. The job can
be accomplished in about an hour with
common hand tools, but before order-
ing, check online for the correct fitment
specs. Models are available to fit door-
ways from 26 to 30 inches and are rated

1) The StepAbove stores in the entry-door opening,
securely latched in place to prevent movement. 2) The
steps are deployed by releasing the handle and guiding
the structure to the ground, which is a smooth process.

DIFFICULTY

1@ 3 4 5

1 HOUR

TIME TO COMPLETE

TOOLS NEEDED PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER,
Y2-INCH SOCKET WITH RATCHET AND
MATCHING WRENCH, TAPE MEASURE

to hold up to 500 pounds.

The process begins by removing the
step transition strip, located between
the existing door threshold and the
floor. Soliciting a helping hand to lift and
steady the StepAbove will ease the next
task of positioning the assembly into its
closed configuration. Placing the hinge
plate into its mounting position on the
floor while temporarily locking the steps
into the upright storage state makes the
job much easier.

At this point it may be necessary to
do some minor wood trimming to allow
for a proper fit in the doorjamb. Before
lifting the steps for fitment, make sure

Once deployed, MORryde’s retractable entry steps provide a

sturdy perch with well-placed rungs, plenty of width for secure footing and adjustable
legs. When not in use, the StepAbove lifts for storage in the entry doorway.
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HANDS ON

the adjustable legs are all the way in to
prevent clearance problems.

With the StepAbove properly posi-
tioned to the door’s thin flange, the final
measurements can be made to space
and center the hinge plate just before
driving the mounting screws. You'll be
looking for a '®/16-inch gap from the
inside edge of the threshold to the front
of the StepAbove’s hinge plate. Doing
this will ensure a proper fit over the
factory threshold.

Model # VQ4400

DISH Tailgater

Stationary Automatic Portable

Satellite TV Antenna

Powered by DISH receiver’
(no additional cables required)

Simple setup for DISH programming™

Single coax output

80 TRAILERLIFE September 2017

With the front gap marked, the
center of the door opening is located by
making sure there’s a minimum of '/s
inch between the inside lip on the door-
jamb and the outside edge of the step
on each side. Before running all the
screws in, set the outermost two screws
and give the StepAbove a quick test run.
Make sure the step moves freely into
the travel and deployed positions, and
the latching mechanism functions cor-
rectly. Once confirmed, the remainder

Model # OA1501

of the screws can be installed.

The StepAbove is a sturdy, stable and
safe piece of equipment. After running
up and down the steps multiple times
a day over the course of a week, there
were no issues with flex or adverse
movement. Step spacing is much better
than factory counterparts, and users al-
ways felt secure entering and exiting the
trailer. The adjustable legs do a good job
of conforming to uneven terrain.

Even though the StepAbove is made




of lightweight aluminum, it does take
some effort to lower and raise the
stairs, but once acclimated, the process
to deploy, fold up and secure the latch-
ing system becomes second nature. The
StepAbove requires additional space
outside the RV to open the steps, which
could be an issue in tight storage facili-
ties. Also, users need to remember to
clean or sweep off the rungs before
storing the steps to prevent the entry
area from becoming soiled. If the steps

N EWLY

3) Mounting the StepAbove
requires driving screws
through the hinge plate
into the entryway landing
area after confirming suf-
ficient clearance. 4) The
handle is turned to release
the latches that hold the
step assembly in place for
travel. 5) The feet can be
adjusted to accommodate
terrain, allowing the steps
to remain solid and wiggle-
free while entering and
exiting the trailer.

are put away in the rain, drying the

rungs will help keep some water off the

floor, or simply lie a towel on the floor.
The MORryde StepAbove system

is available at Camping World and

other RV suppliers. It typically sells

for around $365 to $399 and comes

in three- and four-rung configurations.

Optional handrails are available. &

MORryde
574-293-1581, www.morryde.com

IGNED FOR 2017

Escape Trailer Industries

Proudly built in British Columbia, Canada

HONDA

GENERATORS

EU3000is
Electric Start
Extended Run Time

EU2000i &
[EU2000i Companion

All units are shirpqd pre-serviced and
tested for output with extra spark plug.

Free shipping continental U.S. No sales tax. No insurance charge.

Get your back-up power now!

OWER
EQUIPMENT
Full Line Honda Dealer
Lightweight * Super quiet ¢ Eco throttle » D.C. charging
Couple 2 units together to Double output
Kansas City, MO
(877) 225-5200 Toll Free

ace and safely mend you read &

For optimum
o

Check out our website for
current pricing, options and
standard features for the
NEWLY REDESIGNED 2017
ESCAPE Travel Trailer in 17;,
19’ & 21’ lengths. Also a 21’
tandem axle fifth wheel
(Escape 5.0TA).

escapetrailer.com | 855-703-1650 | Buy factory direct in Chilliwack, B.C.

Ball Power, Circle 144 on Reader Service Card

Escape Trailer, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card
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*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 12/15/17. location. No other meaning nl “Compare” or “comp at" Should be 1 implied. For ‘more informati ion, go o Ha bo ght.com or see store associ Yate.




10-MINUTE TECH

Hitch Cover-Up

| have a travel trailer and sometimes use my Barker Tote-
Along portable sewage tank to empty the gray water. | use
an Equal-i-zer hitch, and the portable tank’s tow arm would
scratch off the paint on the ball mount. To protect the paint on
the ball mount, | cut a 4x4-inch piece of Ye-inch-thick leather
and snipped a 2%¢-inch hole in the center of it. | place the hole
in the leather square over the ball before putting on the tow
arm. | also put a rubber bungee around the tow arm to keep
it from popping up and off. Now there are no more scratches
around the ball, and it’s also less noisy when towing.

Peter Riehl, Portland, Oregon

Secure Stemware

After purchasing an under-shelf stemware rack for storing
wine glasses in my fifth-wheel, | was disappointed because
the glasses would slide off the rack while traveling. To keep
them in place, | took twist ties from produce bags found at

grocery stores and attached them across the open ends of the

rack. It was a quick fix for free, and now the glasses stay put.
Linda Eikmeier, Murrieta, California

TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

Light Check

To make sure the running lights and turn signals on my travel
trailer are working properly before hitting the road, | refer
to a wiring diagram | found online for the trailer’s seven-pin
connector. | took a 10-inch piece of 12-gauge solid wire,
stripped back about ¥ inch of the insulation, and then bent
the wire into a U shape. By inserting one end of the wire into
the 12-volt DC socket (charge line) and the other end into the
various sockets that control light and brake functions, | can
check everything without hooking up my tow vehicle.

| placed a copy of the diagram on the trailer A-frame
near the jack, so it's always handy, instead of having to
drag out the binder where | store the original. | used clear
shipping tape to affix the diagram and protect it from water,
mud and dirt.
Jeff Adams, Santee, California

Technical editor’s note: While many RVers do this, including
myself, the safest way is with an ATC fuse pigtail rated for 30
amps (Eaton Bussmann model HHC) with a 20-amp fuse in
the holder. This way, if there's a dead short somewhere, the
chances of having a problem are reduced, since the 12-volt
DC pin may be unfused from the trailer battery. &

To send your submission, write to 10-Minute Tech, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 or email 10minutetech @trailerlife.com.

Please include an illustration or photo, if applicable. Trailer Life will pay $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas. All payments require an SSN or FEIN.

84 TRAILERLIFE September 2017

ILLUSTRATIONS BY BILL TIPTON



90z
ADMISSION

for Good Sam
Members at
Most Shows

4

.j-{t LINEUP-

'\ FALL 2017 &

7 2010

RV SHOW %

J NMEDIA&~

SVENES

COME AND SEE US AT ASHOW LOCATION NEAR YOU!

Map# Event Name

01 Great American RV Show - CO Springs

02 Colorado RV Adventure Travel Show

03 Wisconsin RV Show

04 Knoxville RV Show

05 Savannah RV Show

06 Greater Atlanta RV Show

07  South Carolina RV & Camping Show - Greenville
08 Mid America RV Show

09 Washington Camping RV Expo

10 Greater Chicago RV Show

11 New Jersey RV & Camping Show - Edison

12 Lexington RV Show

13 Cincinnati - Dayton RV Show

14 Greater Phoenix RV Show

15 Magic City RV Show - Orlando

16 Minneapolis/St. Paul RV, Vacation & Camping Show
17 Richmond Camping RV Expo

18 Chattanooga RV Show

19 Atlantic City RV & Camping Show

20 Gulf Coast RV Show - Mobile

21 Harrisburg RV & Camping Show - Pennsylvania
22 Columbus RV Show

23 Colorado RV, Sports & Travel Show

24 Central lllinois RV Show

25 Rhode Island RV & Camping Show

26 Virginia RV Show - Hampton

27 Springfield RV & Camping Show

28 Good Sam RV Super Show - Indianapolis

Dates™

9/28/17 - 9/30/17
1/4/18 - 1/6/18
1/5/18 - 1/7/18
1/5/18 - 1/7/18
1/5/18 - 1/7/18
1/5/18 - 1/7/18
1/5/18 - 1/7/18
1/11/18 - 1/14/18
1/12/18 - 1/14/18
1/12/18 - 1/14/18
1/19/18 - 1/21/18
1/19/18 - 1/21/18
1/25/18 - 1/28/18
1/26/18 - 1/28/18
2/2/18 - 2/4/18
2/9/18 - 2/11/18
2/9/18 - 2/11/18
2/16/18 - 2/18/18
2/16/18 - 2/18/18
2/16/18 - 2/18/18
2/22/18 - 2/25/18
2/23/18 - 2/25/18
3/1/18 - 3/4/18
3/2/18 - 3/4/18
3/2/18 - 3/4/18
3/9/18 - 3/11/18
3/16/18 - 3/18/18
4/12/18 - 4/15/18

Venue

Norris Penrose Events Center

Colorado Gonvention Center

Wisconsin Center District

Sevierville Convention Center

Savannah Int’l Trade & Convention Center
Georgia Int’l Convention Center

TD Convention Center

Kansas City Convention Center - Bartle Hall
Dulles Expo Center

Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center
New Jersey Convention & Exposition Center
Kentucky Horse Park

Dayton Convention Center

Phoenix Convention Center

Orange County Convention Center
Minneapolis Convention Center

Richmond International Raceway Complex
Chattanooga Convention Center

Atlantic City Convention Center

Mobile Convention Center

PA Farm Show Complex & Event Center
Greater Columbus Convention Center
National Western Complex

Peoria Civic Center

Rhode Island Convention Center

Hampton Roads Convention Center

BOS Convention Center

Indianapolis Motor Speedway

COMPLIMENTARY RV BUYERS GUIDE AT MOST SHOWS" e ENTER TO WIN PRIZES ¢ RV EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS
*Good Sam Club members save 50% on up to two (2) adult admission tickets. **Dates subject to change. /Retail value $7.99. GS038666-0617

800.848.6247 | GSEvents.com

MEDIA &
EVENTS

GS




PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE by Bruce W. Smith

. Air Apparent Odor Eliminator You're the Doctor

Checking tire-inflation pressure on a - Few smells are worse than mildew  : First-aid kits are the one item you
tow vehicle and trailer is a necessary or musty air in an RV that has been hope never needs to be opened, but

. safety check made less tedious with © stored for a while. losso Products’ © when an emergency arises, you want
© the new 7260 Digital Inflator from Dill : Odor Buster is said to neutralize and : everything to be there. Outer Limit

: Air Control Products. Offered with . eliminate common odors at their © Supply’s compact Day Tripper kit

: 2- or 6-foot hose lengths with locking : source, rather than masking them.  : is suited for RV travel and outdoor

. or clip-on chucks, the high-flow tire . Odor Buster is sprayed directly on : adventures. The watertight 10x8"2x5-
. inflator hasarange from Oto 170 psiand : fabrics, carpets and other surfaces, : inch thermoplastic case is packed

. digitally displays in .5-Psi increments. : then wiped off after a few minutes.  : with the medical supplies needed to
. The press of a button on the large LCD  : It can also be used to keep the . handle everything from minor aches,
. backlit screen switches between psi, . interior smelling fresh with just . pains, cuts and sprains to allergic

© kPaand bar pressure measurements. ‘a slight upward misting in the air.  reactions, diabetic emergencies,
There’s also a convenient built-in According to the manufacturer, the broken bones and more traumatic
bleed feature for precise air-pressure fast-acting, odorless formula can events. The kit includes a “Quick

- adjustment. Dill also offers aftermarket : remove even the most challenging © Guide to First Aid/CPR" booklet, so
truck and trailer tire-pressure-monitor- odors, including those from pets, when the critical moment arises,

© ing systems, replacement sensorsand  : cooking and smoke, without harsh  : information on how best to deal with
: valve stems. . chemicals. . itis at users’ fingertips.

MSRP: $74 MSRP: $19.95/32-ounce bottle MSRP: $172

. 800-815-3455, www.dillaircontrols.com : 888-747-4332, www.iosso.com . www.outerlimitsupply.com

Circle 152 on Reader Service Card Circle 153 on Reader Service Card Circle 154 on Reader Service Card

Big Gulp ......
Transfer Flow's 60-gallon aluminized-steel fuel tank is said

to be the largest aftermarket replacement tank available for
2017 Ford Super Duty shortbed Crew Cab diesels. Stretching
mileage between stops at the pumps, the heavy-duty fuel
tank nearly doubles the original driving range while main-
taining the durability and integrity of the F-250, F-350 and
F-450, according to Transfer Flow. Made in the USA, the ] ] ]
rust-resistant tank is baffled to reduce sloshing and features ~ 0ther popular heavy-duty tow vehicles including most Ram,
exterior fuel lines and a relocated water separator tomake ~ GM and Nissan Titan diesels, and non-California Toyota

the most of the available chassis space. The system comes ~ 1undra Double Cab and CrewMax pickups.

with a six-year warranty and a full installation kit that
includes mounting hardware to get the tank ready for the
road. Transfer Flow also offers replacement fuel tanks for

MSRP: $1,579.45, 800-442-0056, www.transferflow.com &R
Circle 155 on Reader Service Card

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURERS
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OPEN A GOOD SAM |
CAMPING WORLD VISA

CREDIT CARD ACCOUNT 3
TODAY TO EARNUP TO

INREC REWARDS POINTS
MN INTHE FIRST

RECREWARDS

GET ON THE ROAD TO BIGGER REWARDS! | 225 ¥
iﬂﬁ%ﬁ 1234 __§ET?N.%

T 12/20
2,000 BONUS POINTS YOUR NAME

VIS.
the first time you use your card for a purchase - 'S
(up to $25 value)
FOR EVERY $1 SPENT
on purchases outside Camping World & Good Sam for 0 POINTS at Camping World and on
the first 90 days (up to 2,000 points/$25 value) Good Sam purchases
POINTS on gas & at private campgrounds
REDEEM in the U.S. & Canada’
points for cash back as a statement credit, Good Sam
memberships, restaurant, retail and gas gift cards,
plus, MUCH more! 0 POINT everywhere else VISA® is accepted

VISIT A CAMPING WORLD SUPERCENTER NEAR YOU!

NOT NEAR A STORE? CALL: 1-844-271-2591 CLICK: CampingWorld.com/GoodSamVisa
TDD/TTY 1-888-819-1918

'0ffer subject to credit approval. Cardholders will earn five (5) points for every one dollar (51.00) of Net Purchases spent on Good Sam Club related products and services made on their Account rounded to the nearest dollar.

“Good Sam Club eligible purchases,” are defined as products and services purchased from Good Sam Enterprises, LLC and its affiliates and partners, including but not limited to the following: Coast to Coast, Camping World,
Good Sam, TL Enterprises, and NGIC. Cardholders will earn three (3) points for every one dollar (1.00) of Net Purchases made at any gas station and any retail establishments that classify their merchant location to Visa as

Campgrounds and Trailer Parks within the U.S. and Canada. For all other purchases made anywhere else, Cardholders will earn one (1) point for every one dollar (51.00) of Net Purchases made on their Account rounded to the

nearest dollar. A one-time bonus award of (2,000) Rec Rewards Points will be awarded to new cardholders after the first purchase is posted to the Account. Bonus Rec Rewards Points will be posted approximately 30 days

after the initial qualifying transaction. Cardholders will earn double points (up to 2,000 bonus points total) on all purchases made outside Good Sam or Camping World within the first 90 days of account opening. This rewards

program is provided by Comenity Capital Bank and its terms may discontinue or change at any time. For information about the rates, fees, other costs, and the reward program rules (including point accrual rate, bonus point

awards, etc) and benefits associated with the use of this credit card program please visit http;//www. comenity.net/goodsamcampingworld for complete terms and conditions. © 2016 CWI, Inc. & Good Sam Enterprises, LLC.

CAMPING WORLD and the CAMPING WORLD Mountain Logo are registered trademarks of CWI, Inc. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any
trademarks is expressly prohibited. Al rights reserved.

2Each merchant is assigned a code by a third party that indicates the merchant’s area of business. Bonus points will only be awarded if the merchant code for the purchase matches a category eligible for the offer. Comenity
Capital Bank does not have the ability to control assignment of merchant codes.

The Good Sam | Camping World Visa® and Good Sam | Camping World Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license from Visa® US.A. Inc. GCRSI99N- 1216



RV CLINIC

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

CRUISE CONTROL IN THE RAIN

| have a 2001 Ford F-350 SRW 6.8-liter V-10 and a 2004
Northwood Arctic Fox 27-foot trailer. | normally use cruise
control whenever | can. I've been to Florida and back a few

times from California.

One time while | was driving in Marin County, California,
there was a sudden downpour. | saw a puddle and thought,

“No big deal.” | was in cruise control going 57 MPH. The front

20

tires hit the puddle and slowed the truck and trailer just a
little, and the cruise control gave it the gas. The rear wheels
broke loose, and we started going sideways on Route 101.

| caught it and turned the cruise off.

No more cruise control in the rain for us.

Mike Braley, Lucerne, California

That sounds like a pretty hairy situation, Mike, and we're
glad it turned out OK. Per your suggestion, while cruise

FORMALDEHYDE SMELL
We have a 2014 Starcraft Launch
18-foot travel trailer. We bought it
in 2015, and it has always had a form-
aldehyde smell. We met another RVer
with the same trailer who had the same
problem. We have aired it out for four
or five days many times, used Febreze,
granular zeolite, Rid-X and many odor-
away sprays, and nothing works. We
tried an ionizer once, and the smell
went away for a day or two, but then
it came back. We will have to sell the
trailer if we can’t remove the smell,
as | have asthma. Any help you can
give would be greatly appreciated.
J. Douglas, Tamarac, Florida

This is a puzzling situation, consid-

ering high concentrations of form-
aldehyde were largely phased out of RV
building materials many years ago. It's
a surprise to hear you have that kind of
significant odor in your trailer and that
you've encountered someone else with
the same trailer and problem.

The manufacturer spokesperson

TECH EXPERT
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control is a fine accessory, it doesn’t work 100 percent
of the time, nor is it intended to be an anytime, any-road

| talked with was not able to provide any
suggestions, and the best we can rec-
ommend is something you've already
done, which is ventilating the trailer.
Formaldehyde in construction materi-
als, adhesives and fabrics goes through
an “outgassing” process and eventu-
ally fades away, but your trailer should
have gone through that process by now.
There is no known treatment, including
the use of cleaners.

The best you can do is to keep the
trailer stored in a covered location and
open the windows and roof vents to pro-
vide complete air circulation between
camping trips, and see if that helps.

DUALLY SWAP?
I have a 1999 Ford F-350 six-speed-
manual two-wheel-drive, single-
rear-wheel (SRW) long-wheelbase
truck that | use to tow a 40-foot fifth-
wheel. It has the 7.3-liter diesel with
a chip and tows great. | weighed the
entire rig, and it’s right at its maximum
gross combined weight rating (6cwr) of

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 20 years and
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

accessory. Shutting it off under adverse driving conditions
is a good idea. Thanks for passing that along.

20,000 pounds, which | am reluctantly
OK with, but the pin weight is 2,500
pounds. According to the tire loading, it
is well within the limits, but that sounds
like a lot of pin weight for an SRW truck.
Should | consider swapping out the
rear and suspension for a dually setup,
since | intend to keep this truck and
trailer long term? The truck has low
miles and is paid for!
Tom McFadden, Kelso, Washington

I'd say that “tows great,” “low
miles” and “paid for” are terrific

reasons to hang on to that one! Swap-
ping in a dual-rear-wheel (DRW) axle
assembly and its associated spring pack
would likely boost your truck’s rear-axle
weight-carrying capacity, but it's going
to be an expensive process. In addition
to the axle and springs, you'll need to
add the extended fenders to the truck
bed, plus you'll also need to carry two
spare tires because the DRW and SRW
are different types with different offsets.

To determine if you need to make
this drastic conversion, take your truck
to a certified scale and weigh just the
rear axle. Deduct the rear-axle weight
from the truck’s rear gross axle weight
rating (6awR) to determine how much
payload capacity there is out back. As



long as there are at least 2,500 pounds
for the hitch weight available, you're in
good shape. If you need more axle ca-
pacity, then consider the DRW option.

TRAILER TOWING
INFORMATION

| am a new travel trailer owner

but have more than 20 years of
RV experience with Class Aand C
motorhomes. It has been a new experi-
ence learning how the trailer reacts to
windy conditions, being passed by big
rigs, adjustments of the electric brake
controller, and the weight-distributing
(WD) hitch, including the friction sway-
control device.

My trailer is 27 feet long and has
an unloaded vehicle weight of 6,000
pounds, and | have a Pro Series WD
hitch. On our initial trip, | found that
increasing the amount of weight trans-
fer made a big improvement in overall
handling. I just received my first copy
of Trailer Life and am looking for pub-
lished information about these things
to obtain the optimum performance
for the trailer and tow vehicle.
Bill Wilkinson, Auburn, California

Welcome to RV trailering, Bill. Yes,
there certainly is a wide range of
published material, both online and in
print, covering all aspects of trailer tow-
ing. A look at the Trailer Life website
and its many resource links, as well
as other web links located by an online
search, will provide you with a ream
of material to peruse.

In addition to the available published
material, you've also encountered an
important part of this process: trial and
error. You can read all about something
technical, but until you're on the road
and experience some towing time, you
won't necessarily get the entire picture.

This is especially true for WD-hitch
spring-bar adjustment. You set the
hitch up “by the book,” so to speak, tow
awhile, then drop a link or add a link to
the bar adjustment, maybe adjust the
tilt of the ball mount, until it feels best.
It works! Do your research to start, then
get that road time in to arrive at a safe,
comfortable towing setup. Good luck!

&
UL TERM Life Insurance

AFETERMARKET;SPECIALTY{PRODUCTS

Available Nationwide
www.icondirect.com
1-888-362-4266

<>

-_ﬂur-S.!@!:!ﬁ;eng

Holding Tanks

A/CShrouds

Icon Technologies, Circle 147 on Reader Service Card
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FW{W

Trailer Produets -,

No other ball mount on the
market is stronger, built better,

or looks af gorgeous as thg For 2%” Receivers
NEW Flash' [E seRIES HD 1,800 Ib. tongue/18,000 Ib. trailer

Fastway Flash - Faster, Easier.’ .
FastwayTrailer.com e Toll Free 877-523-9103 MADEIR T"E”}p 1
g

Progress Manufacturing, Inc., Circle 130 on Reader Service Card

WINNER

2012 - 2015

Progress Manufacturing, Inc., Circle 131 on Reader Service Card
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0DD BRAKE WIRING
| have a 30-foot travel trailer with
tandem axles. While doing an
inspection underneath, | noticed the
trailer brakes were wired with the front
axle on the left and the rear axle on the
right, leaving the other brakes unwired.
Is there a reason for this? | bought the
trailer new from the dealer, so | know
it hasn’'t been modified.
Robert Welch, Eden, Wyoming

It would be extremely unusual, to

say the least, as well as unlawful
for a trailer to be built with just two of its
four electric brakes connected. It's possi-
ble you're misinterpreting what you see.

Many trailer axles have a power wire
routed through the inside of the axle
tube. There’s a hole in the tube close to
the brake assembly with the power wire
routed into that hole. The brakes are
connected to the main wiring harness
at one end of the axle, then a second
line goes from that connection through
the axle tube to the brake assembly
on the other end of the axle. One end
of each axle is wired to the brake feed,
and the other just has the axle-tube-to-
brake wire. You may be looking at the
end without the feed and thinking
it doesn’t have brakes.

If in doubt, have someone manually
apply the trailer brakes at the in-cab
controller and check each brake mag-
net with a voltmeter. If it shows voltage,
the brakes are connected. If not, you
need to do some further inspection and
possible rewiring to get all four brakes
working. Brakes are nothing to fool
around with, so if you don’t feel com-
fortable with this type of work, take the
trailer to the dealer for the repairs.

HUBCAP REPLACEMENT
Where is the best place to buy a re-
placement hubcap, preferably used?
One went missing on our Hurricane RV.
Margy Goldsborough, Garson, Ontario

In general, there is no one main

source of used, vintage RV parts
and accessories. An Internet search
for “used” or “surplus RV parts” will
direct you to a variety of interesting



retail stores that specialize in older RV
parts. It's unlikely you'll find exactly
what you're looking for, but you may
be surprised.

You can also try posting a photo of
one of the hubcaps on places like vin-
tage-RV discussion forums, and some-
one may come up with a lead that can
help. If any of our readers have used,
vintage or surplus RV-parts shops they
can recommend, we'd love to hear from
you. We'll pass the information along.

GENERATOR PREP
| have a 35-foot Keystone Montana
High Country fifth-wheel. The front
cargo area has a slotted-metal floor.
| have a 6-kilowatt Onan generator
that | would like to install. How can |
determine if the trailer is prewired for
a generator? | know it needs to have
some kind of internal box or something
to accommodate a generator.
Howard Bontrager, Fayetteville, Georgia

Generally, if there is a slotted-

metal floor, the compartment is
designed for mounting a generator and
may be equipped with a generator-prep
package. If you still have the original
window sticker and owner’s manual for
the trailer, it will note somewhere in
the standards or options sections that
generator prep is included. A visit to a
Keystone RV dealer and a chat with a
mechanic will also answer the question
in short order.

Look in the generator-installation
area in the trailer. There needs to be
a junction box with coiled-up cables
for the generator’'s AC power output.
There should also be a circuit breaker
ready to be wired to the generator, or
a transfer switch that selects either
shorepower or the generator as a power
source, based on whether the generator
is running or not.

By now you may get the impres-
sion that installing a generator, even in
an RV with generator prep, is a pretty
big job requiring electrical, plumbing
and mechanical skills. If in any doubt,
take the project to a qualified Keystone
dealer to have the job done right.

(continued on page 94)

FIND YOUR WAY CONFIDENTLY USING

Our simple, but smart, code guides the adventurous. Discover,
investigate, and share treasures far afield with the confidence
GLEAW will deliver you to your destination with accuracy.

Use It On Your Smart Device For

@ Travel: Local ~ National ~ Global
@ Remote Group Events Hunting/
@ Hiking

@ RV, ATV, Car Emergencies

@ And More

Search for ‘GLEAW’ Everywhere

GLEAW Technolo £ Download on the GETITON Visit Us on
E® www.gleaw.com &y |l App Store p Google Play - The Web

Gleaw Technology, LLCI, Circle 119 on Reader Service Card

Hook it up Yourself with a
WIRELESS CAMERA 4

Wireless Trailer Hitch Camera

» 100% Wireless & Portable = Trailers (Boat, Camper,
- Easy—Installs in Seconds! ~ Horse, ATV, Livestock
* Magnetic & Submersible and More!)
Camera $ 16995 N
Info/Buy Now: 1-877-298-2055 or wiFree US/CON Shipping

visit our website at: SAVE $30 Today! Use Promo Code TL917

iBall Hitch Cam, Circle 127 on Reader Service Card
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ZARCOR"® Solutions

| Open and Close
witha
finger slide.

Operate without opening screen or door.

ZARCORICOM

Clozures® kit, installed on included clear window
provides privacy, temperature, and light control.

(972) 380-8724 | (800) 877-4797

. - ETak,
ireTraker @
ire Pressure Monitoring Systems

TT-500
The Most Innovative
TPMS On The Market
Today With A

“Lifetime Warranty'

« Pressure & Temperature Monitoring
» USB Rechargeable Monitor
+ Monitors Up To 22 Tires (0-232psi)
+ 0.5 oz. Sensors - Lightest on Market
+ User Replaceable Sensor Batteries
+ Visual & Audible Alarms
+ Automatic Update Feature

4 Sensor Systems

With Lifetime Warranty

$289.00

$£35.00 ea.

Additional Sensors ~
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Steele

RUBBER PRODUCTS

OVER 100 RV
EXTRUSIONS
AVAILABLE

Call for your
FREE RV Catalog

800-230-6109

www.steelerubber.com

As Seen on Trailer Life’s Products Page,
September 2016 issue

Triple-Play System

Simplifying and improving
Internet, cellular and TV
connectivity in an RV
makes life on the road just
that much nicer, and the
new OneSource marine
and RY antenna from PDQ
does that while also
boosting the signals.

* Pedestal mounted

* Long-range cell, Wi-Fi &
HDTY reception via a single
cable for easy installation
* Gives mobile users
long-range 3G and

4G voice and data
service up to 20 miles
from a cell tower

* Free over-the-air HDTV
* Provides a hotspot

to connect
Wi-Fi-enabled

devices inside or

outside the RV
*\Wide-band antenna
works with all cellular
providers

858-598-5001
www.pdgconnect.com

For advertising information contact Terry Thompson:
Phone 206-310-6234 Fax 270-495-6278 Email terry.thompson@goodsam.com
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Marketplace, 3431 S.257th Street, Kent, WA 98032

DUAL WHEEL CONVERSIONS

The

DYNAMIC DUAL

Convert your Pick-up or Suburban
to dual wheels the Arrowcraft way.

- No Axle Changes

- Easy Installation

- Steel or Aluminum Wheels
- Custom Styled Fenders

For More information:
Arrowecraft Products, Inc
5022 Leafdale Bivd.
{ MI 48073
(248) 280-0210 Fax. (248) 230 1679

Web Site: www.arrowcraft.com
E-Mail: duallies@arrowcraft.com

shmarine. COI'I‘I\
We Don't Dabble We Specialize!

q\on Cap’acr@é’

/Auxllrary Taqgs in. 30’5& 70
100 Gafion pacm N

: -\Bt@tonﬂzuel ﬁa}(

. mstehauon Kits for CheVy,Dn(
Ford N\

KSH Fuel Products
1675-103 Kiowa Ave.
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403

tel 928-580-55 l o

fax 928-680-7 3 79 email: kshmarine @ rraz.net




Since 1982

CalMark Cover Co.

has your RV Stnbrella® covered!

/gm.mm

FSR® Construction
Zipper Doors

Full 6 Year Warranty
100% Guarantee

* Highest UV Rated

» Water Resistant

« Breathable

gy e Wold/Mildew Resistant
stnbrella” Raven s « 100% Non Abrasive

Best fabric for ALL weather conditions in USA & Canada

1-800-838-7236 "
calmarkcovers.com >

info@calmarkcovers.com =8
Specializing in all types of RVs, Horse trailers & more!

LE D LIGH T
Save Power Reduce Heat!

+300 (n
Styles LS

e Warm Natural
Coo Whlte

derah'ed informative website

http://m4led.com

Replace your RV Refrigerator Cooling Unit
with an ALL-NEW Replacement Gooling Unit

EASY-TO-NSTALL
forthe casual
orexperienced
RVer

Get it factory installed or we
can ship fo your door!

AG.

Phone: (260) 768-4067
Fax: (260) 768-4424
www.jc-refrigeration.com
*jcref@centurylink.net

HONDA

GENERATORS

SHIPPED SAME DAY Eu260i

LOWEST PRICES
ANYWHERE!!

800-832-7365 &
HO‘I’O}I’ORTS

O LREA A
1850 N. State 5t. Ukiah, Ca. 95482

WWW. mctnspnnscwu K|8h com

Cal, residents add 7.25%. For oplims salely, wo you read
wmwm%mm
ulewlu nmmﬂmhmmm

The Tire
Plugger
seals
punctures

'+  onthe

Vi inside
with no
dismount.

i

www.stopngo.com
800.747.0238

Park it with

Don’t be
Stranded!

'q-.lf-‘"l

Power Caster!

Maneuver your trailer easily in limited
space, around corners, forward or reverse
3 with the flip of a switch! =4

SAFE to use:
 Chain guard

1 Ground wire |/ i

The Original
Trailer Mover!
Manufactured since 1967.

E (800) 773-3833

(626) 287-6117

www.powercaster.com
5001 Encinita Ave., Temple City, CA 91780

4

#35mi gy SULASTIC

RUBBER SPRINGS

f//OOfﬂiA’ RIDE

JUSt 1eplace the stockeshackle

"Not=affeceeds £ Sulastic:

wWww, sulasuc-'com

NEVER WAX AGAIN

Easy 2-step process. Wipe
L&l on, let dry. Looks like new,
] lasts over 12 months.

wildwood

o

Restore and .
Erotect. No rub- : Rp.NEE-ED
ing or buffing. GUN
SEE our video demo on our website!
WWW. pohgl roducts.com
-5013
ur water hose
V Park faucet
Just got easier!

£ | % Machined nickel-plated fittings
o % Crimped with hydraulic hose crimper
Attaches to your % Ergonomic Grip makes tightening easy
current water hose *mmnw
Polyurathane “drinking-water-safe” hose

Order Now at:
www.rvcablegrip.com

J Wright Concepts .
Patent Pending ;
anwcannwumamzusus-cmncam

(818) 855-0048 S0 W,

Terry Thompson
206-310-6234

terry.thompson@goodsam.com
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Irailer 5"/3] Lontro/
= CONVERTER FAILURE
”ﬂly ”AMF[”S Ifallgr sway Regarding David Lusk’s “Slideout Power
Redux” letter in the May RV Clinic con-
cerning inconsistencies with batteries
- -
problems may be related to a faulty
[ converter. Here's why.
t 7 Ig[ I , i In 2009, | pulled into a parking lot to
ra’ ”" sway”gmp E.r- A *—!; have lunch in my trailer. Upon entering,
= @ — | discovered that the refrigerator was
Guaranteed to L the 12-volt DC-powered items worked,
Eliminate Trailer Sway. including the water pump and lights. |
Call one of our Towing Specialists today checked the connections at the batter-
. — ies, and all were good. The trailer was
and ask which Hensley® is right for you. . :
connected to my tow vehicle, so it was
-
’ r I m, I | then noticed that one 12-volt
1 DC device was working: the cigarette
lighter/power connector. | checked the
fuses in the converter, and all were
good. | inspected them, going from left
fuse was connected to the 12-volt DC
outlet. Not having a circuit/voltage
tester along, | simply moved all of the
12-volt DC wires inside the converter
to the right side. After that, everything
Somehow, the converter had failed
for half of the 12-volt DC connections. |
replaced the converter when | got home.
The new converter simply replaced the
innards of my existing converter case.
adjusts to the charge condition of the
batteries and does not overcharge
them. Consequently, the batteries last
much longer. Plus, | hardly ever have to
add water to the batteries.

and converters, | was thinking that the
Hensley® Towing Systems are _ " 4 notworking. I soon found that none of

not dead batteries.

to right and found that the right-most

worked as normal.

The best part is that the new converter

Art Rudolph, San Diego, California

Thank you for detailing the power-
problem analysis and solution, Art.
Electrical problems can be a bugger to
track down. We don't quite understand
how your RV's converter was powering
only half of the fuse block, unless there
was a simple terminal-connector
failure, but it's good that the replace-
ment took care of it.

It's also good that you upgraded to
a multistage (“smart”) battery charger
Order Direct at covercraft.com or call 800-274-7006 COVERCRAFET. that's going to do a better job condition-
Use code “TRAILER” at checkout for Free Shipping SINCE 1965 ing the batteries. That switch is always

a good investment.

CoverCraft, Circle 106 on Reader Service Card
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TWIN BEDS
AND RUNNING LIGHTS

Can you direct me to a company

that makes a travel trailer with twin
beds? | have been unable to find one
on the internet.

Also, | have noticed this camping
season a new fad of having taillights and
clearance lights left on while the RVs’
owners are camping. | asked one per-
son if he knew his lights were on, and
he said yes. This person said that he
likes always having the lights on. He did
this by using a jumper wire on the plug.
Is this safe for the operator and trailer?
James Maass, Herscher, Illinois

Twin beds are an RV option

that seems to come and go in
popularity, and, as you found, they're
kind of rare now. Airstream, Oliver
Travel Trailers and Casita all have twin-
bed options available, and you may find
others with a thorough online search.
Beyond those, you might need to buy
a bunkhouse-type trailer to get a twin-
bed-style floorplan.

There’s no harm in powering the
trailer’s running lights, other than for
the extra battery drain, which isn’t
much of a concern if you're plugged into
shorepower. Looking at the end of your
trailer connecting plug with the align-
ment key straight up, the number 4 pin
atthe 11 o’clock position is the 12-volt
DC line, and at the 1 o’clock position, pin
number 3 is for the taillights and run-
ning lights. Use a jumper between these
two spots, and you'll be powering the
lights by your trailer battery.

We'd suggest using an inline auto-
motive fuse holder, like the Eaton Buss-
mann HHD (item number 1CV56) from
www.grainger.com, with a 20-amp fuse.

SHOCK-ABSORBER ADVICE
Regarding Robert Barnes” “Truck and
Trailer Bounce” question in July's RV
Clinic, you responded by saying, “Your
truck and trailer are new enough that
worn-out shock absorbers, for instance,
aren’t a problem.”

What? The truck is five years old.
You didn’t ask how many miles were on
it. Shock absorbers wear out because of
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LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
0Ozone resistant--good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

AIR BEDS

Dual adjustable air bed sleep systems.
Comfortable, luxurious, lightweight and
durable. Comfort and quality guarantee!

RV and custom sizing. WNVW.BEARBEDS.COM

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401
To sell 800-952-0401
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED

Earn While You Travel. Up to 65% Commission.
Complimentary RV Site While Working. Need
self-motivated people with computer

& sales experience. Adventure Awaits!!!
800-832-3292  SoutheastPublications.com

HAVE THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS - Combine
your RV Travel & Sales Experience. Good Sam
needs highly qualified, self-motivated couples
with proven sales experience in closing deals
& selling intangible products. Couples will
represent Good Sam RV Travel & Savings
Guide & our digital assets as self-employed,
independent contractors working on a
commission based income. Meet face-to-face
with customers selling print & digital advertising
while gathering accurate data & applying
Good Sam'’s criteria in evaluating RV parks

& campgrounds & be in an assigned territory
from Mid-Mar to Mid-Nov. Must be: Digital &
tech savvy, proficient in Excel & Word, detail
oriented, organized & have impeccable customer
service skills. Email: MaryEllen.Fosterdgoodsam.com
with your name, address, phone & include in
the subject line: AC Desk MAG

HOMES FOR SALE

]
_

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas

Retama Village - Supersites $50s.

RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com
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THAILERS, ACCESS0RIES, REAL ESTATE AND MORE!

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village
Rentals available for Pull-throughs,
Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas
956-585-5568 www.bentsenpalm.com

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES

Mail Service

High Quality Mail Forwarding State-of-the-art
Acct Mgmt tools! Req scans for urgent letters
& contents. Mail shipped on your sched. Auto
obvious junk mail shredding. Unique phys address
in FL. No State income tax. Plans as low as $9/mo.
877-388-2753 » www.goodsammailservice.com

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!!

RECREATION VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV ONLINE - visit us at RVONLINE.COM
Buying or selling an RV?

$39.95, 4 month Nationwide Ad!

1000’s have listed and SOLD -- 831-475-5533

SERVICES

ALL DAY

$49

MONTANA
REGISTERED
AGENTLLC

$700 for a 1 day MT LLC and permanent
trailer registration. Includes DMV fees.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com
Call for more info 406-552-0004.

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save
over the past 20 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed
Montana Attorney for an understanding of
LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals
to get a comprehensive explanation.
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

Guided RV Tours & Rallies

Lower 48eAlaskaeCanadaeMexicoeOverseas
Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-872-7897 or
www.adventurecaravans.com

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES

Pre-Planned Routes, Expert Guides and
Safe Travel-North America & Overseas.
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496

NEW 2018 DRV Mobile Suite 36RSSB3 (Loaded)
True 4 Season. Ave 30% off MSRP of $131,580
877-643-7532 CustomOrderAvailable@NoCharge
View All New/Used@ www.rvsforless.net
Worldwide Shipping. #1 USA Dealer 2011-2016
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NOW AVAILABLE: AlL NEW 2018 Mobile Suite AIRE
True4Season. Avg 30% off MSRP. Start @ $119,000
877-643-7532 CustomOrderAvailable@NoCharge
View All New/Used Units @ www.rvsforless.net
Worldwide Shipping. #1 USA Dealer 2011-2016

2014 Mobile Suite 38’ 4 slides full-
timers must move into assisted living.
Excellent condition, smoke-free & loaded
$93,000 Call/text Leah 618-889-2251

NEW 2018 Heartland Landmark 365 (Loaded)
True 4 Season. Avg 30% off MSRP of $128,489
877-643-7532 CustomOrderAvailable@NoCharge
View All New/Used Units @ www.rvsforless.net
Worldwide Shipping. One of the Top 5 Dealers 2005-2016

FOR CLASSIFIED RATES

Contact:

Trailer Life Classifieds
Attention: Katey Purgatorio
3431 S. 257th Street

Kent, WA 98032

Questions: Phone 847-229-6756
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

RV CLINIC

wear and mileage. His shocks could be
total junk. Fail on your part.
Mike Thomas, via email

Not really, Mike, as his GMC has the Z60
suspension package that uses upgraded
shock absorbers, like those from Koni
or Bilstein. Those shocks have a signifi-
cantly longer service life than the stan-
dard original-equipment counterparts,
and based on the problem description,
the shocks would not be our first item to
inspect. You're right that one or more of
the shocks could be bad, but there are
other factors such as those we detailed
in our answer that can aggravate the
bouncing condition. Thanks for catching
the shock comment.

SOLUTION TO
FRESHWATER 0DOR
In the July issue, Monte Bender's letter,
“Foul Water Smell,” asked about persis-
tent odor in just the bathroom sink after
doing the bleach treatment. | had this
same issue in a 2006 Keystone Mon-
tana, and it drove me crazy, as | would
really bleach the system and let it sit,
and the smell would always come back
to only the one bathroom sink, while the
other faucets were fine.

| finally realized that we had another
hot-water faucet in the trailer that we
had never used and never thought
about: the hookup in the closet for
the washing machine. The bedroom-
bathroom sink had a line that supplies
hot water in the washer hookup. Once
| bleached that line, the problem went
away and hasn’t returned.
Patric Pike, Hopkins, Michigan

Thank you, Patric. That's a great solu-
tion to the stinky-water problem. We've
heard of RV owners forgetting to bleach-
treat the outside shower but have never
addressed the washer-dryer hookup.
We appreciate your letter and believe it
will likely do other readers a lot of good.

TRAILER LEVELERS AGAIN

| am responding to July’s “Trailer Level-
ers” question from Michael Morin about
the Andersen Camper Leveler. We have

been avid campers for many years and
always used wood blocks to level our
trailers. Two years ago we bought the
Andersen levelers after seeing a video
demonstration at an RV show. | wish

| would have come across them sooner.
They are everything they are advertised
to be. My wife even loves them.

Each box has one leveler and a
chock combination in it. You need to
purchase two boxes for a tandem axle
and three for a triple axle. If the axles
are close together, you may need to
trim a bit off the end of the leveler to
get it to slip between the tires. That
is explained in the instructions, al-
though we did not have to do that.

These levelers can even be used
as ajack in case of flat tires, and that
process is also explained in the instruc-
tions and demonstrated in a video on
the Andersen website. | have actually
had to use that feature, and it is so
much quicker and easier than digging
out traditional jacks.

Mr. Morin was worried about the
tires “sitting on those smallish blocks.”
We have 17-inch tires on our 37-foot
fifth-wheel, and there is no issue with
the tires fitting on the levelers.

These levelers are more than worth
the money. They make leveling the
trailer so much faster, and the wheel-
chock side is great as well. | will never
go back to wood blocks.

Joe Poll, Belgrade, Minnesota

Thank you for your excellent user report
on the Andersen levelers, Joe. That
product, with its curved-wedge design,
is just different enough that many RVers
have probably looked at it and been
unsure of its effectiveness. As you sug-
gested, it appears to work well and have
uses beyond just leveling an RV.

Wood blocks also work well, but this
is a solution that could make blocks ob-
solete for many RVers. &

HAVE A QUESTION? )) Email rvclinic
@trailerlife.com or write to RV Clinic, 2750
Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California
93036. Include your full name and hometown.

Selected letters will be answered in the maga-
zine, but time does not permit individual replies.
No phone calls, please.
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ROADS TO
ADVENTURE

article and photo by Emily Fagan

Forest on Fire

Come fall, Colorado’s San Juan Skyway blazes with Mother Nature’s vibrant brushstrokes

rowing up in New England, | always assumed the
colorful maple trees of the Northeast had to be
the best show anywhere. But my first trip along
Colorado’s San Juan Skyway during the third and fourth
weeks of September was a jaw-dropping thrill that draws
my husband, Mark, and me back time and again.
The Rocky Mountains are spectacular any time of
year, but in the fall they are on fire. Groves of yellow aspen
blanket the immense valleys in vivid shades of gold, and
towering, jagged gray peaks pierce the sky. As the leaf-
peeping season progresses, the mountaintops often
shimmer with the season’s first snow.
The San Juan Skyway offers many overlooks where leaf
peepers can pull over to savor the view, and the roadside
is strewn with hastily parked cars and people craning their
necks in awe of nature’s brilliant display. This All-American
Road is a 236-mile route through the mountains with turns
at Durango, Cortez, Placerville and Ridgway. The upscale
town of Telluride offers ski lifts to even more expansive

Million-Dollar Views
One of America’s most spectacul
Colorado’s San Juan Skyway win

ar fall-color drives, southwest

and historic towns in a 236-mile loop.
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ds through high mountain passes

vistas, while the charming villages of Ouray and Silverton
sparkle between the peaks.

The most stunning segment, U.S. Route 550 between
Durango and Ridgway, is dubbed the Million Dollar
Highway. This scenic drive requires a strong tow vehicle
and nerves of steel to navigate a trailer around the steep
switchbacks, although semitrucks do it all the time. It
also makes a great day trip for those leaving the trailer
behind at Ridgway State Park or one of the region’s other
campgrounds. Another way to enjoy the views, and spare
the driver, is to take a ride on the Durango and Silverton
Narrow Gauge Railroad.

We took our truck deep into the San Juan National
Forest on dirt roads and were astonished when another
tourist showed us the very rock on Owl Creek Pass where
John Wayne kicked back with a drink in the 1969 movie
True Grit. How fun it was to watch that movie later and
recognize the scenery. &




» HALL OF FAME SPORTS STA
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Losing weight was never this easy!

e Actually, it's as simple as 1, 2, 3!

Choose any of K-Z’s weight-loss solutions to start your family on
our guaranteed path to a healthy, happy road to family blahs recovery!

Pick the ultra-lightweight plan that’s right for you:

1 Sportsmen® Classic — Ultra-lightweight expandable,
conventional & toy hauler travel trailers

[ ® 78-Inch Interior
Height!

® Solar & Backup
Camera Prep!

B * Power Awning w/LED
Light Strip!

Escape — Ultra-lightweight expandable,
hard-side & toy hauler travel trailers

® 78-Inch Interior
Height!

|

® Upgraded Seamless
Countertops!

s © Lightweight Laminated
s Sidewalls!

Connect Lite — Ultra-lightweight expandable
& laminated travel trailers

® Easy-Tow 90-Inch-
Wide Exterior!

® 5/8-Inch Tongue &
Groove Floor!

e Seamless Countertops
w/Under-Mount
Kitchen Sink!

| ¥ ’ ‘*-::._;'-2.:_; ~_ -_ ! . ‘* . ‘ i
! ' f:_:'-_ = ! -' - e .p. . ) . ;--\
R = = .I_.- 2 ____' ..' =
: _-|:'- A :.‘ Bl e EW
kz-rv.com
KZ Inc., Circle 149 on Reader Service Card



Lance Campers, Circle 158 on Reader Service Card

Starting at 2,560 lbs the best selling composite
built ultra-light travel trailer line up in the industry”
is not light on features! For 2018 we have taken
our record setting and sales leading trailers and
added even more standard and optional features!
From proven Goodyear tires, Keyed Alike entry
and storage compartment doors and “Solar On
the Side” system now standard on all models- to
the available Roof Rack System and 48" Exterior
Stored Table (std. on select models). The 2018

Optional Roof

Lance Travel Trailer line up pulls further ahead Rack System

of the pack!

Goodyear Tires — Standard

MODEL 2375 SHOWN IN MIDNIGHT

Solar On the
Side System - standard

Keyed Alike Key System — Standard

48" Exterior Table

*1475 standard dry weight & #1 in lightweight composite built travel trailer in the 14'-21’ segment.

VISIT LANCECAMPER.COM FOR ALL THE DETAILS, A VIRTUAL PLANT TOUR AND TO LOCATE THE LANCE DEALER NEAREST YOU.
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