PERFORMANCE SPECIAL: BOLT-ON AND PLUG-IN POWER

e L 4
,_ . J

Essential Guide
to RV Covers

Compact Coolness
» Retro-Chic Starcraft Trailer
» Triple-Slide Chalet Camper

Float Your Boat
- 16 RV—FrlendIy Watercraft

' Perfect Pair

Ram 1500 EcoD|eseI and Lance 1995

All Over the Map www_trailerlife.com
Colorado: North America’s Tallest Dunes

Michigan: Good Times on a Great Lake

Tennessee: Adventures in Elvis Country



GRANDF‘w DESIGN

RECREATIONAL —-——ti— VEHICLES
the fastest growing RV company in the industry!

' : “Groundbreaking Designs.”
0606066

Affordable Luxury Extended Stay Vehicle

30 RV, Circle pREX} Reader Service Card

GrandDe5|gnRV com

11333 County Road 2 « Middlebury, IN 46540 « B800-825-8000




FEATURES

20 Great Lake Escape

The vast Lake Michigan shoreline may
look like an ocean, but it’s an epic fresh-
water paradise. Tag along on a coast-
hugging 200-mile road trip

30 Adventures in Elvis Country
There’s more to west Tennessee than
grits and Graceland. In this rich delta
terrain lies a slice of American culture
found nowhere else

* Music is the heartbeat of

VOLUME 74 | NUMBER 83

38 Shifting Sands

Dig into North America’s tallest sand
dunes in the shadow of the Sangre de
Cristo Mountains in southern Colorado’s
San Luis Valley

46 A Perfect Pair

The Ram 1500 EcoDiesel and Lance
1995 trailer are a match made in RVing
heaven with an abundance of standards
and upgrades

Memphis, Tennessee, but the cityis also alive with vibrant visual arts
and history. Performgrs light up the night during the B__eale'Stréet‘Musi@: Festival. Page30 .

55 King-Size Camper

Three slideouts, a dry bath, an island
kitchen and a rotating entertainment
center are all comfortably packed into
the roomy Chalet

59 Under the Radar

Family-friendly and reasonably priced,
Starcraft’s retro-chic Autumn Ridge
286KBS trailer offers surprisingly upscale
standard features

cbntinue_d_ on page4

September 2014 TRAILERLIFE 3




FEATURES

63 Power Grabber

SCT/Bully Dog GT Tuners for diesel
engines unleash horsepower and torque,
and can even unlock the Ram power
control module

70 Performance Improvers

An aftermarket intake, exhaust or tuner
can add horsepower and torque to most
diesel and gas engines

82 It'saWrap!

Whether your RV is stored in a hot, cold
or rainy climate — or all three — if you
can't park in a garage, it's smart to invest
in a good quality cover

92 Smoothing Out the Bumps

The new Joy Rider Shock System bolts
onto trailer and fifth-wheel suspensions
without special tools or welding

Driver’s Seat
Hooked on Performance

Letters
Readers respond loud and clear

Around the Bend
News, events, places and trends

New Products
Goodies to improve the RV lifestyle

98 RV-Friendly Watercraft

Get the most from your outdoor
adventures with one of 16 easy-to-pack
seafaring vessels that fold, inflate or
snap together

For RVers who love the outdoors, being
out on the water is a top priority. See page
98 for a collection of take-along fun.

Performance Corner
Tech, accessories and news

Hands On
Rebuilding a travel trailer from the ground up

RV Clinic
Answers from the Trailer Life tech team

10-Minute Tech
Now why didn’t | think of that?

America’s Outback

Winnebago's bright-pink Minnie towable supports breast cancer awareness. Page 18 Nebraska City, Nebraska

On the cover: The Ram 1500 and Lance 1995 on the eastern slope of California’s Sierra Nevada. Photo by Chris Hemer. See page 46
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FOR NEARLY 50 YEARS, Jayco has helped create generations
of family fun, and over the course of that time, fun looks remarkably the same.
Generations later, we celebrate the memories made with a Jayco RV nearby.

Today, as the largest family-owned RV manufacturer in the world, we promise

to build family-friendly products that will outlast just about everything but your ayco’

memories. Join us in our generations of family fun.

For more information, visit www.generationsoffamilyfun.com. Generations of family fun.
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Hooked on
Performance

I'm not complaining. . .but bolt-on and
plug-in components for extra horsepower
and torque are making us gearheads soft

merica’s love affair with the pickup is stunning. Ford's F-150 has been the number

one selling vehicle for as long as | can remember, and RVers make up one of the
largest groups of truck owners in the nation. | guess demographers and psychographic
analysts can try to second-guess why people are obsessed with pickups, but | have a
simple answer: they make the best tow vehicles and they're fun to work on.

| bought my first pickup, a Chevy, 42 years ago — crude by today’s standards,
but | was pretty proud of it. It towed a 20-footer then, and the small-block V-8 did a
credible job. But it wasn’t enough. It didn’t take long before the intake manifold was
swapped for a nice aluminum Edelbrock, the carburetor replaced with a modified
Holley, headers installed, of course, and glass-pack mufflers added for macho
sound. It was a nice ride, and towing the trailer | could crest the Sherwin Grade on
Highway 395 in California’s Sierra Nevada with pride.

| was hooked on performance. Over the years | built engines and transmissions
looking for more power. There was never enough horsepower and throttle response. |
have to laugh when | think about the number of hours spent bent over fenders. Today
| can make all the power | need and more by plugging a module into an OBDII port
under the dash and pushing a few buttons. Of course, most of this is possible because
of the diesel engines in pickups. | can still spend time in engine compartments, but
most likely it’s only to change the air intake, which is pretty simple.

A good example of plug-in power technology is the SCT/Bully Dog tuner
featured on page 63. While the SCT/Bully Dog is one of many tuners on the market,
it's the first one that can unlock the 2013 and 2014 Dodge Ram PCM. Impressive
gains can be realized from tuners, but there are other products out there that can
unleash dormant power. A guide to the latest bolt-on components can be found on
page 70. And truck engines don't get all the love. New bolt-on shock absorbers for
trailers are described on page 92.

By the way, kudos to Ram for finally putting a diesel in a half-ton truck. The
1500 with the EcoDiesel (see page 46) adds another dimension to the half-ton
segment. Nissan has already announced a diesel for its Titan; my crystal ball tells
me GM and Ford might be looking at diesels for their half-tons.

Being last up the hills is no longer an option. &

— Bob Livingston, publisher

& Connect with us...

facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

DID YOU KNOW?

family, makers of Listerine mouthwash. When beer was outlawed during Prohibition,

The Lamsteed Kampkar was invented by the Lambert

Anheuser-Busch, brewers of Budweiser, kept busy building the Lamsteed.
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Sharing family traditions
Courtesy of Cummins Onan _ﬂ-wq

Dran
3G 300 LP

RVing is a great way to kindle a passion for family activities like fishing.
Relying on a Cummins Onan installed generator is another tradition worth
passing on to the next generation. It makes all your adventures even more
enjoyable, with comfort and convenience at the push of a button.

With over 50 years’ experience in making reliable RV generators, it's no surprise
that Cummins Onan models have some important advantages:

B | owest noise and vibration
B Highest reliability
B Most extensive and experienced service network

Learn more about the benefits of a Cummins Onan installed generator
at powertotrailers.com. And pass on what's important.

Cummins Onan

Performance you rely on.™ Onan Corporation, Circle 101 on Reader Service Card
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Just the Facts
To say that my wife and | were
intrigued by Bob Livingston’s July
review of Winnebago's new Destination
fifth-wheel would be an understate-
ment. The phrase that continues to re-
verberate with us is, “What were they
thinking?”

We are now on our fifth travel
trailer and continue to be amazed at
what manufacturers do (or don’t do,
as the case may be). We are convinced
that those who design and build RVs
never actually use their products
before they go to market. Things that
don’'t make sense dumbfound us, as
the Destination did you. Large-scale
manufacturers should know better!

We shopped around quite a bit
before our last purchase. We almost
bought a different unit, until we
discovered that the “trendy” kitchen
island we liked so much totally
prevents access to the entire rear half
of the trailer, including the bathroom,
unless one of the slides is open,
which means having to open a slide
at every dump station just to put tank
deodorant in the toilet or not being
able to easily use the bathroom while
en route.

We basically like our latest acquisi-
tion, a Keystone Bullet 286QBS, but
continue to be perplexed. The owner’s
manual is the worst we've encoun-
tered — the instructions are vague and
tend to invoke the caveat “if equipped.”
If that's the case, why doesn’t the
manufacturer provide the customer
with an actual list of whether or not
the unit “is equipped”?

In the bathroom, the (very
necessary) medicine cabinet prohibits
leaning fully over the small sink, and
the sole bathroom light puts the whole
right side of one’s face into shadow
(really handy for shaving). Again, this
leads one to wonder if anyone involved
in the trailer's manufacture has ever
actually used the finished product.

| have added backup lights to
every trailer we've had. (Have the
manufacturers never had to back into

Enjoyed the articles in the July issue regarding batteries
(“Power Bank” by Bob Carpenter and Ken Freund’s answer
to Tom Ballard in the RV Clinic column). | have experienced the same battery
rundown noted by Ballard. However, after much discussion with the service
guys in the dealer’s shop, | installed a blade switch in the battery compart-
ment that completely disconnects the circuit. From what | discovered, the
propane sensor at least continues to operate, since this is required to be
hardwired and not affected by the battery disconnect. That small load over
a period of three or four weeks will completely
drain the system.

| have four 6-volt batteries paired to make
12 volts and paralleled to add strength. With
that blade switch in place, all electrical is dis-
connected, and the batteries survive a much
longer downtime without requiring me to
recharge them, either through hooking up or
running my generator.

Thanks for good articles on batteries and tires.

Ed Hugill, Via email

a site in the dark?). And why can't
manufacturers include a sparker on
gas ranges? How much extra can that
possibly cost?

We were impressed by Livingston’s
critique of the Destination and hope
that you continue to be as candid in
future reviews!

Michael Gleason, Bangor, Maine

More to the Story

In the Newswire section of Around
the Bend in the July issue is an article
on the RV driver shortage. Seeing
the country while delivering RVs and
needing only a proper tow vehicle
sounds inviting. As both an RVer
with a fifth-wheel and a DOT safety
professional, | think it's unfortunate
readers are not aware of “the rest of
the story.”

There’s a whole gamut of federal
and state regulations applicable to
performing this type of job, from
getting a DOT number to having a
federal medical card, following hours-
of-service rules and getting drug and
alcohol tests. In many cases, you es-

sentially become your own trucking
company. | know this because | was a
regulator and now work in the private
DOT sector. It may not be as inviting as
it initially seems.

Jim Bramm, Campbellsport, Wisconsin

Boosting Cell Signals

Bob Livingston’s article in the July
issue about the SmoothTalker system
offers a lot of information. I'm an
Airstream owner, and the trailer’s
aluminum shell certainly impairs
cell-phone signal quality! A side-by-
side comparison of the SmoothTalker
and the Wilson Electronics products
would assist greatly in making a
purchase decision.

Franklin D. Sanders, Rochester, Vermont

The American West

| enjoyed the July article “Beyond
Mount Rushmore” by Scott Simianer.
In the third paragraph, he indicated
he had found a fossil on one of his
hiking adventures and another time
he found a U.S. Calvary button. These
finds may not have been in a national
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LETTERS

park, but | think it should have been
mentioned that it is against the law to
remove fossils or artifacts from any of
the national parks.

Garry Kinzie, Menifee, California

incorrect. Casper Mountain, overlook-
ing Casper, Wyoming, is about 8,800
feet. Casper Mountain has several
campgrounds, a ski slope and cross-
country skiing, hiking trails (including
one for the visually impaired), a
repeater station for Wyoming's only
NPR station, and numerous vacation
homes and cabins.

Samuel Murdock

Mechanicsville, Virginia

| read with interest “Beyond Mount
Rushmore.” The author’s statement
regarding Harney Peak as the tallest
point in North America east of the
Rocky Mountains at 7,242 feet is

What are we gonna
do today Dad?

Find A Dealer Near You!

HighlandRidgeRV.com

Fifth Wheel & Travel Trailer RVs For Your Outdoor Adventures (260) 768-7771
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Good Read

| always enjoy reading Bill Graves’
America’s Outback column and

look forward to it each month. I'm
landlocked in West Virginia now, but
life has been lived in Alaska, Delaware,
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maine and
Alberta, with camping and trailering
here and there. So | know a bit of the
American Outback and appreciate what
Graves shares.

Jane, Charleston, West Virginia

Trailer Life has improved my camping
experience with hints and tips no one
ever told me. America’s Outback travels
with Bill Graves are enticing and make
me want to take a road trip. Thank you
for a great read.

John Sidoran, Camden, New York

High-Flying Fun

| read with interest your “Winging Over
Wisconsin” story on AirVenture Oshkosh
in June’s Trailer Life. | am a pilot and
RVer and have attended AirVenture
every year except two since 1984, having
camped there each time. The author of
your story wrote, “Members can book
sites at discounted rates.” Although
campsites can be paid for in advance,
particular sites can't be booked — it's
first come, first served. Otherwise, your
story was right on! AirVenture is a great
event for the whole family, pilots or not.
Glenn Brasch, Tucson, Arizona

Hooray for Maps!

Thank you for including maps with

the travel articles! I've read letters
previously in this column from readers
requesting maps to locate the featured
travel destination or trek. I'm glad to
see them now included.

Nancy Dunn, El Cajon, California

Come East!

Trailer Life’s articles allow readers

the chance to see the sights and
campgrounds that we may not get an
opportunity to visit. There are many
great campgrounds and destinations

in our area that may interest campers
from the West Coast. Maybe you could
publish some articles on places like
New York’'s Watkins (continued on page 13)



Instant Power Wherever You Are.

People on the go like to go in style, with efficient, reliable, portable power from a Honda EU Series Generator. Whether you’re camping,
tailgating or RVing, you can rely on Honda power for your coffee maker, electric lights, TV, rooftop RV AC unitst and just about anything
else that'll make you feel right at home. EU Series Generators are easy to start, produce fewer emissions and are remarkably quiet.
And with 19 generators in our lineup to choose from, Honda has a model that'll be the right match for your needs. Plus, they're covered
by our Honda 3-Year Warranty. So next time you go on a trip, don’t forget to pack the power.

HONDA

GENERATORS

gen.honda.com

m n facebook.com/HondaGenerators  YOUQLLIH youtube.com/Honda

TRequires two parallel-linked EU2000i generators. “Warranty applies to all Honda GX Series Engines and GX Series-powered Honda Power Equipment, 100cc or larger, purchased or
put into rental service since January 1, 2009. Exceptions apply. See full warranty details at honda.com. Does not apply to EU1000 models. Please read the owner’s manual before

WARRANTY operating your Honda Power Equipment and never use in a closed or partly enclosed area where you could be exposed to poisonous carbon monoxide. Connection of a generator to
Sea il waminty dotal ot bonc oot house power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualified electrician. ©2014 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

Honda Generators, Circle 122 on Reader Service Card



Deep Treads Trap Dirt at the Door!

* Made of high-quality olefin
¢ UV-protected for all weather durability
* 23" wide for straight steps
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Sierra Brown Black Granite Midnight Blue

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club

PI'QSt'O'I:it Products Clhrs E&Z’;_ (Al ® members at Camping World.
¥

Also available at other RV retailers.

Better on Grass than Ordinary Patio Mats!

Seascape ™

i - ]
L ~40%
“(Santa Fe%

¢ Allows air and sunlight to flow thro
¢ UV-protected to prevent sun damag
¢ Comes in a reusable zipper-bag for c
¢ Includes brass grommets for easy s
¢ Available in 6’ x 15’ and 77/2’ x 20’

-o-Eit! ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club
Freslt o Ur It Products E%/w ?@Z?, On!® members at Camping World.

Also available at other RV retailers.
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(continued from page 10)

Glen State Park, the Finger Lakes
region and wineries, and the Thousand
Islands.

Joe Z., Buffalo, New York

Go West!

To anyone planning a trip that includes
Moab, Utah, two attractions that receive
less publicity than Arches and Canyon-
lands national parks are deserving

of attention. The first is Dead Horse
State Park located on the same road
as Canyonlands. It is a reduced-scale
version of the Grand Canyon but still
big enough to be awe-inspiring and

is much less crowded. The other rec-
ommendation is Highway 128 that
runs northeast from Moab along the
Colorado River with canyon walls
towering overhead. It is a pretty spec-
tacular route, but you will have to drive
carefully because of the twists and
turns in the road, especially if you are
driving or towing a large RV.

Ed Austin, Newport News, Virginia

Word to the Wise

| recently spent five days in Prescott,
Arizona. The people are very friendly,
but the city of Prescott is not. | had
gone downtown and parked on the
main street (Gurley Street), which uses
diagonal parking spaces. | pulled into a
parking space and turned the steering
wheel fully to the right. When | returned
to my vehicle, there was a parking
citation on the windshield. The citation
was for Not Parking Within Markings.

Upon examination | found that my
vehicle’s tires were well within the lines,
but the right front tire was resting on the
line at the curb. So, technically, they are
correct, as | was on the line with one tire.
| am a retired peace officer, and in my 33
years of service | have seen my share of
unnecessary citations issued. But | must
admit this is by far the most shortsighted
and insular incident | have seen. | will
send the city of Prescott their pound of
flesh and pay the $93 parking citation
and avoid ever returning there.

Finally, while fueling my vehicle
prior to leaving, | was talking to the
station attendant. He asked how my stay
was, and | told him it was great, other

than the parking ticket. He walked to
the back of my truck, apparently looking
at the license plate, then returned and
said, “You parked downtown, didn't
you?” | told him | had, and he told me
that receiving a parking ticket downtown
is very common for out-of-state visitors
as the city officials know that owners

of out-of-state plated vehicles will not
drive back to contest the citation.

| am in no way suggesting that
people should not visit Prescott; | only
suggest that they beware of the heavy-
handed enforcement techniques so that
they do not meet the same fate.
C. Worley, Rogue River, Oregon &8

(i)

Write to: Trailer Life, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036
or email info@trailerlife.com. Please include your full name and location.

Why buy a hitch that 6Iy controls sway?

SWAYPRO"

WEIGHT DISTRIBUTING HITCHES

SWAYPRO™ prevents sway before it starts.

¢ Pre-adjusted, no fine tuning
¢ Sway prevention works in any weather
¢ Back up without disconnecting

* No noise

BLUEOX.COM - 800-228-9289

Edfacebook.com/blueoxproducts

YouffB

STRONG AS AN OX™

Blue Ox, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card
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FLO DOESN'T PERSONALLY
CLOVER YOUR RV, BUT WE DO.

Progressive is America's #1 specialty RV insurance provider.
From motor homes to camper vans and travel trailers, we've got you covered.

PROGRESSIVE
1.800.PROGRESSIVE / PROGRESSIVE.COM

Progressive Insurance, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card

Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates. Insurance prices and products are different when purchased directly from Progressive or through independent agents/brokers.
No. 1 in specialty RV insurance from 2013 Millward Brown national survey data.
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by Donya Carlson

article by Pamela Selbert

Overhead, small military planes drone
menacingly. Columns of uniformed
soldiers move along a dirt road. On
the field, battle tanks are maneuvered
into position, as soldiers hurry to
stay behind the cover of the rumbling
vehicles. Clouds of smoke billow from
the muzzles of tank cannons with each
booming salvo, and the sharper crack
of rifle fire and rapid rat-tat-tat from
machine guns shatter the air.
Watching the spectacle, you
might think you've fallen into a time
warp and are witnessing World War
[l raging once again. Thousands of
modern-day spectators pack the
nearby stands to witness the event —
the largest WWII re-enactment in the
country. It's been held here at Midway
Village in Rockford, Illinois, every year
since 1996, says Scott Koelling, event
coordinator and one of its founders.
Midway Village, established on 148

Midway Village'_é World War Il Days is a living history display of
1940s-era niilitary machines, base camps and re-enactors.

Rockford’'s Time Warp

Come to Midway Village in Illinois this September
to experience the country’s largest Waorld War II
re-enactment with more than 1,000 participants

acres about 40 years ago, includes
more than two dozen Victorian
buildings — a print shop, a blacksmith
shop and a hotel, plus a museum
housing some 150,000 artifacts that
“tell the story of life in Rockford.” The
wide-open fields and adjacent woods
on the property provide a perfect
setting for the re-enactments.

The event gets a little bigger every
year, Koelling says, with more than
1,100 soldier re-enactors expected
to take part in World War Il Days in
2014. In addition, about 200 civilian
re-enactors will interpret 1940’s life
on the home front and in a small
French town.

Visitors will see 1940s-era base
camps that include working field
kitchens, narrated skirmishes,
dozens of military machines (jeeps,
tanks, artillery, motorcycles and
planes, which are privately owned

by museums and participants), horses
and dramatic pyrotechnic displays.
Soldier re-enactors, dressed in ap-
propriate uniforms, represent many
of the countries involved in the war,
both Allied and Axis forces. Battles
are from both the European and
Pacific theaters.

Koelling explains that World War
[l Days was begun “not to glorify war
but as a way to honor men and women
in uniform and what they did. It's
important that we don’t forget,” he
continues. “World War Il Days is a living
history display intended to entertain,
but more importantly, to educate.”

This year, World War Il Days
takes place September 20 and 21 at
Midway Village, 6799 Guilford Road in
Rockford, Illinois (815-397-9112,
www.midwayvillage.com).

Among the many RV parks in the
Rockford area is Blackhawk Valley
Campground, open mid-April through
mid-October, on the shores of the
lovely Kishwaukee River. It includes
more than 130 sites, many with
50-amp service, a playground,

a minigolf course and a laundry.
Rates are $30 to $35 per night (815-
874-9767, www.blackhawkvalley
campground.com).
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San Diego’s Fleet Week

Southern California’s Fleet Week San Diego honors the men and
women of the military through a series of public events. September
9 through October 5 this year, the monthlong celebration includes

the Miramar Air Show, an Enlisted Recognition Luncheon for 200
military personnel, a Navy open house where visitors can take
ship tours and the Fleet Week Coronado Speed Festival where
classic cars zip around a racetrack set up on the military base.
Other events include the Football Classic and MCRD Boot Camp
Challenge, which is a 3-mile race with obstacles used only by
Marine recruits. All are invited to join in thanking sailors, Marines
and Coast Guardsmen and -women for their service to the country.
For a list of campgrounds in the San Diego area, go to
www.goodsamcamping.com.

619-858-1545, www.fleetweeksandiego.org

Ram Pickups Meet

SAE Towing Standard

Ram is the first domestic truck maker
to announce that its full lineup of 1500,
2500 and 3500 pickups are J2807
compliant, which means they meet

or exceed the Society of Automotive
Engineers’ (SAE) standard and criteria
for measuring and rating tow standards.
“Ram has been preparing for integration
of the SAE towing standard over the past
few years, and adding heavier three-
quarter-ton and one-ton trucks to the
criteria gives it more teeth,” said Mike
Cairns, director of Ram truck engineer-
ing. “For too long, an uneven playing
field existed, and towing capacities went
unchecked. We're happy to be the only
pickup truck manufacturer to align

with the SAE J2807 towing standard
across our pickup truck lineup.” Ram
states that all of its current tow ratings
will stay the same and in some special
instances will actually be up-rated with
the new requirements.

Pennsylvania RV Show,
September 10 to 14

America’s largest RV show opens on

21 acres in Hershey, Pennsylvania,
September 10, displaying everything
from the smallest camper to the largest
motorhome. It's the first show of the
season to debut manufacturers’ new
2015 products. Sponsored by the Penn-
sylvania RV and Camping Association
(PRVCA), the event incorporates industry
and public days to create a hybrid

show with more than 1,300 new RVs on
display. Educational seminars include
Tips for Buying an RV, Work Camping
and Matching Trucks to Trailers, as well
as travel experts speaking on topics that
include Alaska RV Adventure by Highway
and Ferry, Great Rocky Mountain RV
Adventure and Route 66 RV Adventure.
Admission is $10 for adults and free

for children under 12. On opening day,
September 10, admission for attendees
55 and older is half price.
888-303-2887, www.prvca.org

ARTNERSHIP | |
TTE A

Lance Camper Partners

with Pro Angler Brett Hite

Lance Camper has entered into a
marketing partnership with profes-
sional tournament angler Brett Hite.
“Based on owner surveys, we know
fishing continues to be a favorite activity
of Lance customers, especially with our
truck camper customers, many of whom
pull boats behind their rigs,” said Bob
Rogers, marketing director for Lance.
“From weekend warriors to tournament
pros, from inland lakes and rivers to salt
water, fishermen love the outdoors, and
many of them enjoy RVing. Brett was a
Lance customer before we met and is

a passionate truck camper enthusiast,
spending more than 200 nights per year
in his Lance Camper,” Rogers added.
Hite has been a professional angler for
11 years, with career earnings exceeding
$1 million, and 2014 has proven to be a
truly exceptional year so far, with him
finishing fourth in the Fishing League
Worldwide Angler of the Year standings.
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Install a GT

Applications now
available for many
1 /1
98-'14
Gas & Diesel
Vehicles

Bicycle Adventures
Want to enjoy the outdoors and get some exercise? Bicycle Adventures, based in
Issaquah, Washington, has 14 fall tour dates with rides through Western states that
include daily miles of 25 to 50, 50 to 60 and 70-plus. Here's a sampling of upcoming
tours; check the company’s website for more details.

September 21: The Leavenworth
Mountain Biking tour offers four days
of backcountry fat-tire riding and
rafting in Washington state.

September 14, 21 and 28: San Juan
Island 6 Day Classic begins in Seattle
and travels through lavender fields and
explores a shark reef sanctuary.

September 15: Ride for four scenic
days through Oregon’s Wallowa
Mountains and Eagle Cap Wilderness
on the Wallowas & Hells Canyon tour.

September 20: Cyclists wanting to
explore Oregon’s John Day Fossil
Beds National Park can do so on this
four-day tour.

crafts, pueblos, Southwestern cuisine
and Spanish-style towns, consider the
six-day Santa Fe & Taos tour.

October 5: The six-day Moab & Arches
Classic tour focuses on Utah’s natural
playground and two national parks.

October 12: Spend six days in the land
of Geronimo, Cochise and 250-year-old
saguaro cactus on Arizona’s Cactus
Classic.

October 27, November 1, 6 and 11:
Pick from one of four departure

dates for this four-day Death Valley
National Park tour leaving from Las
Vegas, Nevada, and covering a variety
of terrain that includes 200 miles of
eerie salt flats, sand dunes, badlands,

BULLY DOG

www.bullydog.com
(877) 217-3430

Some Product not legal for sale or use in
California on pollution-controlled vehicles.
*30 Day Money Back Guarantee

September 28: If you're into arts and valleys and mountains.

Save $200: Mention Trailer Life magazine when booking and you will receive $200 off
any of the company’s fall tour departures. The discount applies until September 15, 2014.
Contact Bicycle Adventures for prices and details.

800-443-6060, www.bicycleadventures.com

Bully Dog Technologies, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card
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Winnebago’s Pink Minnie

In support of breast cancer awareness, Winnebago
Towables added a pink Minnie to its 2015 trailer lineup.
A $1,000 donation will be made to the American Cancer
Society for every pink Minnie sold. Available in six
floorplans, the special option Minnie with breast cancer
awareness ribbons is constructed with aluminum
framing and has easy-to-clean vinyl flooring. Exterior
lengths range from 19 feet 2 inches to 26 feet 9 inches
with 7%2- to 8-foot widths. Standard features include a
uniquely designed bathroom for maximum space and a
fiberglass exterior with a diamond-plate rock guard. In
addition to pink, the Minnie comes in other fun colors
that include cherry red, lemon, lime, orange and white.
The trailer is available with one or two slideouts or can
be ordered without a slideout. MSRP starts at $16,668.
According to the American Cancer Society, breast
cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death in
women, and more than 200,000 new cases of invasive
breast cancer will be diagnosed in women this year.

“We feel very strongly about supporting the fight against

breast cancer,” said Winnebago Towables President
Johnny Hernandez. “This disease primarily affects
women, and these women are our grandmothers,
mothers, wives, daughters, sisters, granddaughters
and aunts, which means this disease impacts virtually
all of our lives.”

Cinda White, senior representative of community
engagement for the American Cancer Society, said, “We're
thankful for the generosity of Winnebago and their support
in helping us finish the fight against breast cancer.”
Winnebago Towables
574-825-5250, www.winnebagotowables.com &

come Se€

Our
NEW 21’

DON'T BE FOOLED BY THEIR SIZE. Escape frailers come equipped with a complete
galley, comfortable seating / sleeping areas and bathroom with interior shower. We
offer a full line of RV trailers, a 15, 17, 19/19.5’ fifth wheel, AND NOW A NEW 21’ all
designed specifically for smaller tow vehicles. All of our units are high quality, 100%
molded fiberglass and come with a full, two year warranty.

Escape Trailer Industries 4sss industialway,sidg . Chilliwack, BC, V2R 4L2

Proudly built in British Columbia, Canada

Toll Free 1855 703 1650 | escapetrailer.com
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PENYS RV A SHOW

. NYS Fairgrounds Sept. 26, 27, 28
Friday 9-7 Saturday 9-7 Sunday 9-5

Brought to you by the RV Dealers Association of Syracuse

SRS
S Noo-

FREE Parking Parts & Accessories Campgrounds Special Bank Rates
9 Dealers Hundreds of RV's 1 Location
Latest & Greatest¢ CLOSEOUT SALE

Hottest 2015 RV’s 2014’s, Dealer Demo’s,
The Industry Has To Offer Pre-Owned
PRICED TO SELL! FALL CLEARANCE

2“D DAY FRIDAY & SATURDAY BONUS

FREE Attend Fri. or Sat. and come back a 2nd day for free

NYS RV4 SHOW ¢ S Fairatounde
ol FROM THE EAST

I ' NYS Fairgrounds A Sept. 26, 27, 28 Rte. 90 W. to Exit 34-A,

Proceed to Rte. 481 S. to

|

|

|

s |

I Friday 9-7 Saturday 9-7 Sunday9-5 ¢ o ' Rte. 690 W. to Exit 7 1
1 Regular adult admission $10, under 16 free with adult 1
I )  FROM THE WEST I
! $2.00 OFF Rte. 90 E. to Exit 39, I
: Coupon up to two adults* | Proceed to Rte. 690 E. to Exit 7 :
I FROM THE NORTH & SOUTH I
I Name Take Rte. 81 into Syracuse to Rte 690 W to Exit 7
| |
j Address Tell your friends extra coupons available |
| City ST Zip at our web site: nysRVshow.com |
| *Coupon valid up to two regular priced adult admissions, |
1 E-mail under 16 free, not valid with any other offer. TL|




The vast Lake Michigan shoreline may look like an ocean, but it's an epic freshwater paradise. . q

rom the bottom, it looked like an easy

climb up a sand dune. Yet 20 minutes

later, I'm still huffing and puffing, as with

each step my footing quickly loses its grip

on the steep, sandy hillside. | soon realize
I’'m ascending the mother of all sand dunes, the
strenuous Dune Climb at Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore, a national park that skirts
Lake Michigan’s oceanlike shoreline.

A stiff wind blows tumbleweeds across my
path and sand in my face. | still have another bluff
to conquer, but | can see the summit ahead where,
|'m told, the view makes the climb well worth
every grunt and every grain of sand in my now-
full sneakers.

“When people ask where to bring their kids,
we tell them to come out here,” says tour guide
Mike Norton between breaths. “We say, Tell your




kids it's the biggest sandbox in the world.™”

[ turn and behold a striking view of this stretch
of northern Michigan's Leelanau Peninsula. |
see Glen Lake, carved by glacial erosion, with its
striking luminescent pale-green hues.

“When you get to a high place, sometimes you
can look out at two or three lakes, and each one
will be a different color,” says Norton. “You might
have one that's a deep jade green, another that's

Tag along on a coast-hugging 200-mile road trip from Traverse City to Mackinac Island

turquoise and yet another that’s cobalt blue.”
When we reach the summit, we're greeted

by a commanding view of Lake Michigan with

whitecaps created by a blustery wind and stunning

colors that change as the sun ducks in and out

of the clouds. From up here, | witness the many

faces of northwestern Michigan’s rugged envi-

ronment, from desert to wilderness, forest to

beachfront and sand dunes to rain desert.

o,
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GREAT LAKE ESCAPE

FUN FACT.

N
ANY STATE OTHER

THAN ALASKA.

(Above) Lake Michigan Overlook at Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore rises to the

occasion with a magnificent view of South Manitou Island. (Right) The view from the top of
the Dune Climb is worth every step. (Previous spread) Charlevoix South Pier Lighthouse.

It's the first day of my peninsula-
and-island-hopping adventure, a
more than 200-mile trip along U.S.
Route 31 from the Traverse City area
to Mackinac Island, a region with a
prominent lumbering, fur-trading and
Native American history. In the state
with the longest freshwater coastline
in the country, I'll pass shimmering
lakes within valleys dotted with cherry
orchards and vineyards. I'll experience
the charm of the boating communities

22 TRAILERLIFE September 2014

of Charlevoix and Bay Harbor. I'll follow
in the footsteps of Ernest Hemingway
around historic Petoskey. And I'll leave
behind the RV life in exchange for
bicycle jaunts and horse-and-buggy
rides on forested Mackinac Island.

After the Dune Climb, Norton
leads me along 7-mile Pierce Stocking
Scenic Drive, created by and named
after a local lumberman turned nature
buff. We stop at an overlook of Glen
Lake with a view of Alligator Hill,

shaped like the reptile’s protruding
head and flat jaw.

Our next stop, Dune Overlook,
is a 4-square-mile coastal scene in
a rain desert that looks more like

New England. “It gets lots of rain,

and because it's sand, the water
disappears almost immediately,” says
Norton. “So the plants living there, like
cottonwoods and cacti, can handle long
periods of aridity.”

The most dramatic stop, however,
is Lake Michigan Overlook, perched
450 feet atop sandy cliffs from where |
can see out to North and South Manitou
islands in the distance.

Still in the national park, we drive
through the ghost town of Glen Haven,
passing Jack pine and fir trees on
the way to the Glen Haven Maritime

Pop the cork: Eight northwestern Michigan
vineyards cultivate varietal wine grapes on
the Old Mission Peninsula, ideally situated
on the 45th parallel.

ADDITIONAL PHOTOS COURTESY OF TRAVERSE CITY TOURISM AND MACKINAC ISLAND TOURISM



Museum. “Glen Haven was a fueling port,” says Norton.
“They cut wood from the forest for steamships that burned
wood in their boilers.” A former Coast Guard station, the
museum reflects how things looked during the early 1900s
with exhibits that include a boathouse, a bunk area and the
steering-wheel helm of a steamer.

Upon leaving the park, we pass through touristy Glen
Arbor and stop for lunch at Cherry Republic for cherry jam,
cherry salsa, dried cherries and even cherry barbecue sauce.
“Everything in this restaurant is cherries, even the coffee,”
confirms owner Bob Sutherland. This is the number one
cherry-growing region in the world, after all, with a unique
peninsula microclimate.

TRAVERSE CITY TO PETOSKEY

Back in Traverse City, we take Michigan Highway 37 up the
Old Mission Peninsula, a land sliver snuggled between the
East Arm and West Arm of Grand Traverse Bay. We pass
farmers markets, cherry orchards and vineyards, stopping
at the antique-filled Old Mission General Store, which dates
back to the 1830s, and Bowers Harbor Vineyards, where we
sample cherry wine. The whitewashed 1870 Mission Point
Lighthouse sits on the peninsula’s northernmost tip, where
howling winds add to vivid sunsets.

Heading north on Route 31, the gleaming 17-story tower
of Grand Traverse Resort and Spa in Acme is a prominent
landmark, one of northern Michigan’s tallest buildings. | find
another interesting sight as | approach Charlevoix, a roadside
exhibit of a giant pie slice representing what was once the
world’s largest cherry pie. According to the sign, the pastry
baked in 1976 used 12,750 pounds of cherries and pie filling
and 1,730 pounds of crust.

Gleaming white pleasure boats line Charlevoix Marina,
not far from a curving beach and rocky pier flanked by the
deep-red Charlevoix South Pier Lighthouse. But what grabs

Hop a ferry to Mackinac Istand harbor but leave your RV on the mainland:
motorized vehicles have been prohibited here since 1898. (Right) A statue
of Chief Petoskey rides the winds of change in his namesake city.

MACKINAC ISLAND

LAKE MICHIGAN

TRAVERSE CITY

Cherry Capital of the Worlgl

With more than 3.8 million cherry trees, Michigan
provides up to 75 percent of the U.S. crop of tart
cherries used in pies, jellies, juice and dried fruit,
with most of these grown around Traverse City
and the surrounding Grand Traverse Bay area.

™
-

my attention are the nearby “mushroom” stone houses that
date back to the 1920s and 1930s. The gnomelike homes
have rounded cedar-thatched roofs.

Route 31 continues to hug Lake Michigan as it passes
the golfing and beach community of Bay Harbor. A few
miles farther up is Petoskey, an upscale town named after
19th-century Odawa chief Ignatius Petoskey (originally Pet-
0-Sega), born to a French fur trader and an Ojibwa mother.
His statue stands in the center of a small square opposite
the 1899 Stafford’s Perry Hotel. The area is also home to the
official Michigan state stone, the Petoskey stone — shiny
350-million-year-old coral found along the shores of Little
Traverse Bay.

| start my Petoskey tour at the Little Traverse History
Museum, housed within an 1892 train depot. Exhibits show
how brawny loggers once harvested area forests to rebuild




Firestone Industrial Products Co., Circle 116 on Reader Service Card

GREAT LAKE ESCAPE

Chicago after the 1872 fire, and photo-
graphs and artifacts highlight favorite
son Ernest Hemingway, who spent
much of his youth in the area after
his father built a cottage on nearby
Walloon Lake.

“We had Hemingway in his
formative years. | think we had him
at his best,” says Peter Fitzsimons of
the Petoskey Area Visitors Bureau.
“We had him when he was developing

his love of the outdoors, his love of
hunting and fishing, and his respect for
the Native American Indians — all of
the things that wove their way through
his writing.”

We follow Hemingway's trail to
tree-lined State and Woodland streets
and a simple white home where he
briefly lived while renting a room from
Eva Potter. It was known as Potter’s
Rooming House. Hemingway also

Road-Wince. It's the look you get when there’'s no way to avoid a massive bump,
giant pot hole, or sharp turn while hauling a load. Suddenly, all you can think
about is the potential damage to your vehicle and your cargo. But Ride-Rite™
Air Springs provide the added support your suspension needs for you to haul
with comfort, confidence and control. And noticeably less road-wince.

+ BETTER LOAD PROTECTION
+ MORE COMFORTABLE RIDE

+ MORE LEVEL LOADS
+ LESS BOTTOMING OUT

——

.
Tirestone
or call 866-351-3890

Do not exceed the vehicle’s recommended Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR).
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frequented the 1875 billiard hall that's
now City Park Grill, housed in one of
Petoskey’s oldest buildings. In the
1910s and 1920s, a young Hemingway
would jot down ideas for his stories
while seated at the mahogany bar. “In
one of the short stories of Nick Adams,
Hemingway actually refers to this place
as the Annex, which it was once called,”
says restaurant manager Jason Septic.

Between the bright-green waters
of Walloon Lake and Lake Charlevoix,
not far from Boyne Mountain’s winter
ski trails and summer zip-lines, lies the
small community of Horton Bay. A sign
outside the Red Fox Inn and Hartwell &
Company Bookstore reads “Hemingway
Slept Here.” Inside, books of Heming-
way'’s stories and biographies clutter
the store, and quotes from the author
adorn the walls.

“My grandfather taught him how to
fish,” says owner James Vol Hartwell.
“This village influenced his interests
and attitudes.”

(Top) With thick stone walls, thatched roofs
and fairy tale architecture, Charlevoix’s
unique “mushroom” houses seem plucked
from the pages of The Hobbit. (Above) At

12 miles across and 32 miles long, Grand
Traverse Bay makes a big impression on
Michigan’s northwestern coast.



The Best Seat in the House,
Wherever You Go!

Whether you're in the parking lot or relaxing in camp, the
Tailgater® Portable Satellite and Pay-As-You-Go programming
allow you to watch the game just like you are in the stands!

#  Gailgager

#65148 Club SALE $349

Reg. $379.99 #73912 Club SALE $99.95
Reg. $109.99

DISH ViP® Satellite TV Receiver offers
Tailgater by DISH offers: DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming*:
m Quick and easy setup m Pay only for the months you use
m Lightweight and compact to fit any space m No term contracts
m Automatic satellite detection m No charge to start or stop monthly service
m HD programming m Programming for as little as $44.99 per month!

*Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Limit one receiver per antenna.

Call Camping World at 1-888-875-1540 to activate your DISH programming! d o Sh

CA029189_MH2

All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within
24 hours. Offer available for new and qualified former customers and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement
charges may apply. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer expires 1/6/15.

(=) CAMPING WORLD

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.875.1540 | CampingWorld.com

DISH Network, Circle 144 on Reader Service Card

AUTHORIZED RETAILER




MACKINAW CITY
TO MACKINAC ISLAND
An hour’s drive north leads me
to Mackinaw City, where | hop a
20-minute ferry to hilly Mackinac
Island, one of the Midwest’s most
popular resort destinations.

[ arrive in the busy port flanking
Huron Street, the island’s quaint but
bustling storefronted main drag. It's
cluttered with bicyclists and echoes
with the clip-clop of horse hooves —
motorized vehicles have been banned
here since 1898. Bicycle rentals and
chocolaty fudge shops dominate every
block, providing some of the island’s
favorite pastimes.

| begin my visit with a walk up the
steep stone palisade to Fort Mackinac,
built by the British in 1780 but falling
to the Americans after the Revolution- (Above) Two-wheeled travel is a great
ary War. Today, interactive displays way to get around_on M_ackinac Island,
and period furnishings fill 14 original a bicyclist's paradise with no cars

O . allowed. Bring your own bike or take

buildings, while re-enactments and a spin on a rental. (Right) Traditional
cannon firings reverberate within the handmade fudge is one of the island’s
stone ramparts. most popular souvenirs.

— —

“ WTRODUCING THE D3
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© 2014 DRV LUXURY SUITES, LLC

FULLHOUSE

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR THE ULTIMATE TOY HAULER? THE ALL-

NEW FULL HOUSE, BY DRV LUXURY SUITES, IS:A FULL-TIMER'S

DREAM COME TRUE. YOU GET FOUR-SEASON LIVING AND QUALITY
C 0 Ml N G S E P '1" E M B E R 2 0 14 \ WHILE YOU BRING YOUR VALUABLE ASSETS ALONG. BUILT

T0 HIGHER STANDARDS AND RIDING ON DRV'S UNMATCHED

REPUTATION, IT'S EASY TO SEE WHY WE CALL FULL HOUSE AN

ASSET HAULER. LEARN MORE AT: DRVFULLHOUSE.COM

DRV, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card
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Yamaha Outdoor Power Equipment, Circle 141 on Reader Service Card

Although horse-driven carriages
will take you to the same sights, | opt to
rent a bicycle and tour the island along

curvy roads and bike paths cutting
through forested bluffs. | stop in at a
few churches and museums on Market
and Main streets and find more inter-
esting sights inland.

Unusual stone formations pierce
the treeline: Arch Rock, a bridgelike
span of eroded breccia carved out of a
hillside 146 feet above Lake Michigan’s
shoreline, and Sugar Loaf Rock, another
breccia mass shooting up 75 feet. The
best views of the 2,318-acre island can
be seen from nearby Point Lookout and
the hilltop site of Fort Holmes.

| also stop in at the island’s iconic
Grand Hotel, built in 1887 during the
Gilded Age and particularly noted for
the hundred or more rocking chairs on
its 660-foot-long porch. The Classic Re-
vival-style hotel was popularized in the
1980 movie Somewhere in Time with
Christopher Reeve and Jane Seymour,
filmed at the hotel and on the island.

Camping on the Lake Michigan Coast

On my trip up the Lake Michigan shore, | met Florida RVer Jane Dikman, who
first visited the area with her husband in 2009.

“We had a reservation for a week and ended up staying four months,”
Dikman told me. “Lake Michigan is the Promised Land. We actually refer to
it as the Michigan Ocean because it's every bit as beautiful as the Caribbean.
But as they say up here, ‘No sharks, no salt.”

Michigan has more than a thousand RV parks, from upscale resorts
to mom-and-pop campgrounds to state parks and national forests. Take
advantage of the following websites to search by city for RV parks along the
Lake Michigan coast and throughout the state.

www.goodsamcamping.com
www.michigan.org/campgrounds-rv-parks

LIGHT WEIGHT, QUIET
AND POWERFUL

INVERTER

Powerful, portable and retro-cool, delivering maximum effort.
It weighs only 44 pounds and features an extra-large handle

for easy transport to almost anywhere. It's whisper quiet

and meets the strictest environmental standards — simply the
smartest way to power up.

YAMAHA To see our entire generator line or locate your nearest Yamaha dealer,
visit yamahamotorsports.com/powerproducts
WARRANTY
@ YAMAHA
all POWER PRODUCTS

Read Owner's Manual before operation.

Specifications subject to change without notice. lear?™ POWERFUL | DURABLE | RELIABLE
©2014 YamahapMotor Corporatilon, USA. /gll rights reserved. Re,‘(’f—w/



As advertised, Arch
. Rock Trail leads to its
I've been here 15 years and I've never had a day namesake span.

when someone didn’'t ask me about the movie,” says hotel
historian Bob Tagatz of the love story where the characters
connect through time travel. “It's certainly part of our fabric
and our history.”

As | return to the mainland, | again gaze upon the
aquamarine coast that made this stretch of Lake Michigan
shoreline so enticing to me. “It's crystal clear and just has
a beautiful look to it,” Fitzsimons told me back in Petoskey.
“The water defines who we are. For the early Native
Americans, it was their transportation. Today, it's our air con-
ditioner in the summer and our snow generator in the winter.
It's our recreation and means so many things to us. It's not a
good lake — it's a Great Lake.” &

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Mackinac State Historic Parks
231-436-4100, www.mackinacparks.com

Petoskey Area Visitors Bureau
800-845-2828, www.petoskeyarea.com

Traverse City Tourism
800-872-8377, www.visittraversecity.com

Welcome to the fam«i/y_,

Companion Slider.
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The hitch may be small, but don’t underestimate its
importance. This engineered metal can make the
difference between a comfortable ride and a nail
biter. That’'s why B&W developed a line of hitches
based on a single goal; creating a smooth, worry-

free ride. Choose the model for your truck today. I | TRAILER !
i —_—
turnoverball.com |« === HITCHES -

B&W Trailer Hitches, Circle 104 on Reader Service Card
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R Viirect.com A RJAXN'EE, ED

RV PURCHASE!

If you can find the same new RV model and features
for less anywhere on the Internet, we’ll not only match
% RV am " " ~ that price but discount another $500 when you buy
[ T U o W from us, PERIOD!

eystone Fuzion 457,

Toy Hauler 310 WF‘

6pt hydraulic leveling, 5500
Onan generator, welded fie-
P) downs, hard wood cabinetry,
% Tk Ib axles, power awnings,
dual A/Cs, and more!

MSRP $81,168
e $44,417
You Save $36,751

5299 Per Month

____________

Jayco Jay m(,
Flight 32BHDS mfl’"

_ Sleeps up to 10, outside shower,
< ! Amish construction, Denver
\_‘F)% mattress, real wood cabinetry,
== spare tire, front diamond plate,
and 2-year warranty!
MSRP $30,957
Your
Price $211938
You Save $9,019

s 159 Per Month

2014 Entegra Aspire 247,
42RBQ orry
: 450HP Cummins
diesel engine, Spartan
chassis, Aqua-Hot, 10k Lar QQQ
L . watt Onan generator,
Tt interior height, electric Sikkens paint, and 15k

*  awning, fiberglass roof, GPS - & I hitch
navigation, back-up camera, : KWOOD
= rear ladder, spare fire, and Two-Year Warranfy! @

33% Forest River
@fﬁ Sunseeker 3010DS

gel coat exterior. MSRP $371,702 _

MSRP $92,772 § 23;"’2 40 & @@
qu.lr A Fr R e
Price $611623 You Save $89,262

You Save 531,149

s34m Month

Live representatives are waiting to help
answer your questions'

~) 800'641 7723

RV Direct, Circle 143 on Reader Service Card

ices as of 12/01/2013. All offers, plus tax, lic., reg. fees. Payments
er approval. Prices are 2013 models unless otherwise noted.
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Musician Muck Sticky
and the Beale Street
Flippers heat up the
night in Memphis.
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ADVENTURES IN ELVIS COUNTRY

ither I'm naive or there’s
truth to the legend of
Southern hospitality. In
Memphis, even the panhan-
dlers are friendly. Strolling
by one during a recent visit, he told me |
had a nice smile and didn’t even ask for
money. Nor did the others | saw there. |
was prepared for great music, fascinat-
ing heritage and succulent food but was
pleasantly surprised by the warmth and
openness of the Tennesseans | met in
the western part of the state.

While Graceland, the estate where
Elvis once lived, is perhaps the most
visited spot in Memphis, the city is
bursting with historical venues well
worth your time. These include the Rock
'n" Soul Museum, Sun Studios, Gibson
Guitar’s factory and the National Civil
Rights Museum, built on the site of the
Lorraine Motel, where Martin Luther
King was shot. Blues and rock 'n" roll
lovers are in heaven here, reliving the
musical genres’ heydays.

Start your morning in Memphis
with a down-home breakfast of sweet
potato pancakes and a side of grits at
the Arcade Restaurant, just like Elvis
would have done. The waitress will
call you “honey,” and if you get there
early, you might be lucky enough to
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sit in Elvis’ booth in the back. If you're
there at lunchtime, indulge in the King's
favorite, a fried peanut butter and
banana sandwich. The Arcade has been
dishing it up to Memphians since 1919.
Now that you are in an Elvis mood,
head on over to Graceland, where
you'll likely spend at least two hours
exploring the lower level of his home,
the grounds, the Presley family graves
and various other exhibits, such as
his gold and platinum records and
trophies, his cars, his airplanes and
massive amounts of memorabilia from
all over the world (Elvis’ likeness on a
rhinestone vest? Pink Elvis scrapbooks?
“Oy Gevalt, Elvis” needlepoint pillows?).
If you want some of that stuff for
your own, there are a whopping 11
gift shops to attend to your needs.
Graceland tickets run from $34 and up
for adults (discounts for 62 and over),
and parking is $10. Graceland RV Park

Elvis Presley’s white-columned mansion,
Graceland, opens its doors to the public.

The King’s flashy man cave, the Jungle
room, features "70s green shag carpeting.
His casket rested in front of the living room’s
peacock stained-glass windows.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ELVIS PRESLEY ENTERPRISES. PREVIOUS SPREAD: PHILLIP PARKER/MEMPHIS CVB
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ADVENTURES IN ELVIS COUNTRY

and Campground is located on 19
acres and is within walking distance

of Graceland. Thanks to the displays
commemorating his generosity and
kindness to many in his family and
outside of it, you'll likely come out of
Graceland with an increased apprecia-
tion of this oh-so-talented, iconic man
who died too young. After all, he sang
“Walk a Mile in My Shoes” with emotion
that he obviously really felt.

There’s much more to music
in Memphis than Elvis, of course,
including the many artists who recorded
and found fame at Sam Phillips’ Sun
Studios, now welcoming the public for
enthusiastically guided tours during the
day and still hosting recording sessions
in the evenings. You'll likely feel a
thrill walking around the small studio,
thinking of the greats who were here
before you.

This is the spot where the so-called
Million Dollar Quartet of Presley,
Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis and
Carl Perkins recorded their one song

together, an impromptu jam session.
So many others were here: Howlin’
Wolf (aka Chester Burnett), Ike Turner,
Roy Orbison, Junior Parker, and the
list goes on and on. You can hold the
microphone from those days and do a
little lip-synch for a fun photo op.

You'll hear all about Carl Perkins’
million-selling song “Blue Suede
Shoes,” which Presley later recorded
on another million-seller. And you'll
see Presley’s high school diploma
and hear the poignant recording he
made in 1957 at age 18 for his mom’s
birthday. Actually, it wasn't her birthday
— that was his way of sweet talking the
secretary into letting him in the studio.

The Memphis Rock 'n” Soul
Museum is perhaps the only museum
you'll ever visit with a dance floor
(called Express Yourself) which allows
you to fully enjoy the hit songs that were
belted out here from the 1930s through
the "70s. The Stax Museum of American
Soul Music is yet another musical
heritage haven, celebrating the music

of soul greats such as Isaac Hayes (see
his gold-plated car with white furry
interior), Al Green, Aretha Franklin, Otis
Redding and many others.

Avery old Memphis highlight is a
visit to Beale Street, where you can
hear live blues (and some jazz) all day
and night. Beale Street is considered
one of the top entertainment districts
in the nation, and you'll know why after
a few moments in this incredible little
world of its own. Club after club lines
a three-block stretch, dotted with out-
standing restaurants such as Itta Bena,
situated over B.B. King's own blues club
(where you can sometimes see him pop
in for a set). Named for the tiny Missis-
sippi town where the blues legend was
born, Itta Bena dishes up contemporary
Southern food — | just about drooled
over the shrimp and grits platter.

Speaking of food, it’s fabulous in this
region. | felt like | had found my food
heaven at downtown spots like Charles
Vergo’s Rendezvous, which has been
serving succulent ribs and more since

EXPERIENCE THE ULTIMATE  #=:5"° T
IN BACKYARD GRILLING L in A

* 8500 BTU = —
NEW & IMPROVED!

©23'/4"H x 27"W x 20'4"D
Q® Portable Propane Grills by Weber®

Now with upgraded features for an even better v d
backyard, tailgate or camp cooking experience! b

Weber Q" ZOR
T—

(Mfr. #53060001) -
{ © Stainless
 steel burner - y

— g Cartis 25"H x

% . 29"Wx20"D

« Re-contoured lids accommodate whole chickens . When open

or roasts for more grilling versatility

= A‘\ , : J

« 280 sq. in.
Porcelain-enameled,
cast iron cooking grate

o Push-button ignition
«12,000 BTU
© Work tables
2 - ~ %} Weber Q® Accessories
s Gri_ddle for Q®1000 & 1200
Models (Mfr. #6557)‘

© 26"H x 51/4"W x 24°4"D
‘— |
Griddle for Q® 2000 & 2200 -
Models (Mfr. #6559)

« Split grates simplify cleaning and allow use of
optional griddle over one side of burner

« Improved porcelain enamel finish extends life
of cast iron grates

« Larger side tables are stronger and more stable

WebE-l"Q@’ Portable Cart
« Larger lid handle grip and control knobs Mfr. #6558. (not compatible with 100/200 series Weber® grills).
Cover for Q®1000 & 1200 f
Models (Mfr. #6550)
- Cover for Q® 2000 & 2200
Models (Mfr. #6551)

« Ergonomic side handles for easy transport

« Uses disposable LP cylinders or refillable 20 Ib. tank
with optional adapter (both sold separately)

Ry

e

* Mfr. 5 year warranty.



PHOTO BY TROY GLASGOW/MEMPHIS CVB

1948. It's famous for staff members who have been there for
decades, and upon meeting the affable owner, | knew why.
These were absolutely the best ribs | had ever tasted, and the
ambience was cozy and supremely friendly — | recommend
not missing it.

| also had the best fried chicken of my life at Gus's World
Famous Fried Chicken, and I'm not even into fried chicken!
This hot-and-spicy chicken spot brings long lines of diverse
crowds of businesspeople, laborers, tourists and just about
everyone. |t was so good that | even brought home a plastic
cup to remind me of the experience.

During my visit, | was served many fried green tomatoes,
creamy grits, sweet potato pancakes (in Elvis’ own breakfast
spot), chess pie, hushpuppies, catfish, fried pickles, corn-
bread, collard greens and other Southern favorites that
brought me happily into memories of Mark Twain, Gone With
the Wind and countless Southern movies.

Heading on from Memphis, consider spending a few days
in the Jackson area, where you can camp in woodsy RV parks
and visit such places as the West Tennessee Delta Heritage
Center in Brownsville. Here, we saw the original schoolhouse
attended by Tina Turner (a tiny shack) and memorabilia of

Another neon night on Beale Street in the heart of downtown Memphis
with three blocks of more than 30 nightclubs and restaurants.

NEVER RUN OUT OF

Ultrasound
Technology
“Made in
Germany”

@ LP Gas cylinder level indicator @ruma

Know the level of your LP gas tank within seconds
¢ Reliable measurement using ultrasound

e With integrated twin LED flash light Buy now or become a dealer:
e See it in action at www.LevelCheck.com www.LevelCheck.com

More comfort on the move

Truma Corp, Circle 140 on Reader Service Card

September 2014 TRAILERLIFE 35



ADVENTURES IN ELVIS COUNTRY

Carl Perkins, Sleepy John Estes and other musicians from
the region. | was delighted with the Cotton Museum, with
its Lincoln artifacts and fascinating presentation of cotton’s
importance to the South and its significance to slavery and
the Civil War.

If you're lucky enough to visit in the autumn, you may
see white fields all over that look like snow, but it's actually
cotton bolls, ready to be harvested. For those of us not from
the South, it’s a bit of a thrill to park the vehicle by the side
of the road and pick up a boll or two — they are all over
the place. Yes, they are like a bunch of cotton balls stuck
together, all fluffy and white, but with a seed in each ball.

Shiloh National Military Park is in the area as well,
regarded by many as one of the best Civil War sites in the
country. Shiloh was the scene of one of the most momentous
battles — a key turning point — and is now full of very moving
monuments. The visitor center shows an excellent film
that depicts the story of Shiloh. Enthusiastic, informed park

The author sips a cup of coffee in Elvis’ booth at his
favorite restaurant, the Arcade, established in 1919.

on the carnage that occurred here to thousands of young men.
West Tennessee is a place of foods many of us have only

heard about, music we've loved and grown up with, and both

positive and not-so-positive events in American history. It's

PHOTO BY IRENE MIDDLEMAN THOMAS

rangers will take you on a tour, or you can grab a brochure and
do it yourself. It's a strange experience to be in such a lovely,
peaceful spot, full of stately trees and rolling hills, and reflect

a place where you'll hear plenty of y'alls and bless-your-
hearts. This is not cookie-cutter America — it's a soulful
place all its own. &

WHERE TO CAMP IN ELVIS COUNTRY

Numerous RV parks populate west Tennessee. Here's a Memphis campground that’s right across the street from
Graceland and a couple more in rural towns near two Civil War battlefields.

Graceland RV Park and

Campground, Memphis

Fifteen minutes from downtown Memphis,
just off Elvis Presley Boulevard, Graceland
RV Park is conveniently situated across
the street from Elvis Presley’s home,
Graceland. The 19-acre RV park features
full-hookup RV campsites with 30- and
50-amp service and free Wi-Fi. There's

a bathhouse and laundry facilities, a
swimming pool, a camp store, biking and
walking trails, and 24-hour security.
866-571-9236

www.graceland.com

Parkers Crossroads RV Park

and Campground, Yuma

Located 45 minutes from Shiloh National
Military Park, Parkers Crossroads offers
30- and 50-amp hookups, free Wi-Fi and
cable, and all but four sites are pull-
throughs. Recreational amenities range
from a swimming pool to a driving range
and a fishing dock with a stocked pond. The
park has large areas for dogs and offers
information on self-guided tours of nearby
Parkers Crossroads Civil War Battlefield.
731-968-9939
www.parkerscrossroadsrvpark.com

Green Acres RV Resort, Savannah

One of the largest RV campgrounds in west
Tennessee, Green Acres has a healthy
repeat-customer base and prides itself on
service. RV campsites have 30- and 50-amp
service, and some are pull-throughs. The
resort offers Wi-Fi, a laundry, a conve-
nience store, restrooms, covered pavilions,
fishing ponds and a swimming pool. Family
owned, Green Acres is near Shiloh National
Military Park and is open year-round. Pets
on leashes are welcome.

731-926-1928

www.greenacresrvparktn.com

PHOTO COURTESY OF ELVIS PRESLEY ENTERPRISES

Graceland RV Park and Campground is within easy walking-distance of Elvis"Memphis home.
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and dunes in the shadow of the Sangre de

The Great Sand Dunes near
Alamosa, Colorado, call the
adventurous to explore.
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peculiar yet incredible sight awaits the adventurous near the city of
nosa, Colorado — Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve.
yrairie and tumbleweeds bordered what seemed to be a
here, signs assured us that we were headed in the right
direction as we turned off Route 160 onto State Route 150. In contrast
o the flat San Luis Valley and lofty Sangre de Cristo Mountains, the sand dunes
appeared small and insignificant at this distance. We could hardly wait to discover
what made them so “great.”
Exploratio d wait for the morning, as we settled in at Great Sand Dunes
Oasis RV parl ise in the foothills of the Sangre de Cristos. The panorama of
ountain dunes and the flat prairie was spectacular. As the sun began
 set, its rosy glow reflected off the dunes in breathtaking beauty, progressing
through changing shades of red with shifting shadows. Darkness arrived, howling
coyotes called, and bright stars appeared in the black sky. In the distance, the
lights of Alamosa looked like more stars settled on earth.
The Great Sand Dunes, about 38 miles from Alamosa, have been recognized
as a national monument since 1932. In 2000 Congress expanded the area to
protect the entire dune system. These 150,000 acres became Great Sand Dunes

s 9 ?.1 &b

s;‘f'ri"s' hern Colorado's San Luis Valley

National Park and Preserve, with the dunes-only section named Great Sand
Dunes National Park.

The main dune field is around 30 square miles (more than 19,000 acres) with
sand dunes that are the tallest in North America. Star Dune rises 750 feet and is
the seventh largest in the world. These dunes are unusual, but they aren’t unique.
Similar dunes exist in other areas of North America, including Coral Pink Sand
Dunes State Park in Utah, White Sands National Monument in New Mexico and
Imperial Sand Dunes in Southern California.

The location of the dunes is essential for their formation. The San Luis Valley,
approximately the size of Connecticut, is lodged between the Sangre de Cristo and
San Juan mountain ranges. Geologists believe this valley was once covered by a
huge lake that later receded due to climate changes, leaving a few small lakes. The
sand that was left — what geologists call a “sand sheet” — makes up around 53
percent of the sand deposits and is stabilized by the root systems of grasses and
shrubs. What remains of the smaller lakes today forms the sabkha wetlands, a salt-

!’J(f} m}f’: ' R | & . \(jvrg:r:iufsotfg:vlthictfuziaeig ;;)vered.by saltbush and salt grasses. Sabkha is an_Arabic
e 2 | . = pressions common along the coasts of North Africa and
Saudi Arabia. Even at these locations, sabkhas are typically bordered by sand dunes.

The dune area may look like a desert, but there is water just inches below the
surface. Sand and water set the stage for the creation of the dunes. Add wind,
and these three elements perform a well-choreographed dance. Wind blows the
sand, made up of rounded fine-grained quartz, pumice, ash and lava, toward the
mountains. Water carries it back down Medano and Sand creeks onto the sand
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SHIFTING SANDS

sheet. The wind then blows it back
from the sand sheet onto the dune
field. The underlying wet sand helps
the dunes keep their shape. During
storms, the wind switches directions
and blows the sand from the moun-
tains back toward the valley, adding
to the height of the dunes.

Although the sand is constantly
moving, when photos taken in 1874
and 1999 are compared, they show
that the shape of the dunes has
changed very little. The traditional

Along with their immense size
and remarkable creation, the dunes
have their own wildlife, most of
which can be stepped over without
being seen. Unique to the dunes are
seven species of insects including
the circus beetle. This six-legged
performer will actually stand on its
head when it becomes frightened.
The Ord’s kangaroo rat is the only
mammal that makes a home in the
dune field. Squirrels, coyotes, deer,
mountain lions and black bears live

@ GREAT SAND DUNES NATIONAL
PARK AND PRESERVE

melting snow on the Sangre de Cristo

-

-

“Families at play on Medano Creek, :
- aseasonal stream that slows
to a trickle by midsummer.

IF YOU GO

Ute word for the dunes, sowapophe-
uvehe, means “the land that moves
back and forth.” What an ideal name
for these shifting sands!

from Medano Creek.

in the nearby mountains and drink

During late spring and early
summer, the creeks flow as the

Mountains finds its way down the
slopes. At this time, visitors may feel
like they are at the beach and can wade
and play in the water and even try
tubing. In later summer, Medano Creek
is more like a bubbling brook than a
flowing river and can be crossed easily.
The adventurous must be prepared for
the heat, though. The National Park
Service (NPS] reports that the sand can
reach temperatures of 140 degrees
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Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve charges an
admission fee of $3 per adult 16 years and older (free for
children), valid for one week. The park’s $15 annual pass admits
the pass holder and all family members in their vehicle for a year
from the purchase date. The $80 America the Beautiful annual
pass permits entry into all U.S. federal recreation sites (National
Park Service, USDA Forest Service, Fish and Wildlife Service,
Bureau of Land Management and Bureau of Reclamation) and
allows access for the pass owner and up to three passengers
(888-275-8747, www.store.usgs.gov/pass).

To take a virtual tour of Great Sand Dunes National Park and
Preserve during daylight hours, visit www.nps.gov/grsa and click
the Weather/Webcam link on the right side of the homepage.

RV CAMPING

Great Sand Dunes Oasis in Mosca provides an awesome view of
the dunes and the San Luis Valley. Open from April through the
end of October, weather permitting, the privately owned RV park
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Fahrenheit midday in the summer. Hats
are recommended, and drinking water
is necessary. Thankfully, according

to the NPS, there are no scorpions,
poisonous snakes or quicksand.

At daybreak, the dunes called us to
explore. As we drove closer, they looked
like they were growing larger. The title
“great” no longer seemed unsuitable
for these massive hills of sand. Only
the dunes’ front facades were visible as

offers 20 campsites for $38 per night for two people. All sites are
pull-through and are spaced widely enough apart for slideouts
on two sides. Amenities include hot showers, a recreation room,
laundry facilities and a dump station. Pets camp for free.
719-378-2222, www.greatdunes.com

Pinon Flats Campground at Great Sand Dunes National Park
and Preserve is 1 mile north of the park’s visitor center. The
public campground opens April 1 and usually closes at the end
of October. Forty-four RV sites can be reserved up to six months
in advance on www.recreation.gov. Forty-four more sites are
available on a first-come, first-served basis, serviced by a kiosk
at the entrance. The nightly rate is $20. Some spots can accom-
modate RVs up to 35 feet, but longer rigs have difficulty turning
corners and avoiding branches. There are no hookups, but
restrooms provide sinks and flush toilets. A dump station and
water are available during warmer months.

719-378-6395, www.nps.gov/grsa
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SHIFTING SANDS

we began our trek across the flat sand
sheet, yet they extend for many miles
beyond. The sand was fine, and heat
waves rose in the bright sun. We felt
like we were at the beach with the sand
shifting under our feet, but there were
no waves or cooling breezes here, 730
miles from the ocean. Nor were we at
sea level. The base of the dunes is at an
elevation of approximately 8,175 feet.
We believed that after a short stroll
we would reach the base of the dunes
but discovered that it's difficult to
accurately judge distances across the
flat sand sheet or from dune to dune.
As we walked along, we occasion-
ally took a break and looked back to
where we started our trek. Ultimately,
we realized that we had covered some
distance when we noticed other visitors
on the sand sheet began to appear as
tiny ants scattered near an ant mound.
The dunes are immense, their
size breathtaking, and they seemed to
grow larger still when we accepted the
challenge and began to climb. After

THETE.:
“w>

Sandboarders shred the dunes on the steep slopes above Medano Creek.

emptying sand from our shoes several
times, we waited until the hike was over
to remove the sand again. This may be
one hike when cowboy boots would be
the better choice of footwear.

Climbing the dunes is a challenge.
For each step forward, the climber’s
foot may slip three-quarters of a step

backward. But the ascent is worth the
effort. High Dune, only about 1 mile
from the visitor center, is approxi-
mately 650 feet tall. Once the summit
is reached, the view is spectacular.
The dunes extend almost as far as
one can see.
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SHIFTING SANDS

fame saw these dunes in 1807, his description recalled
images of the ocean. “Their appearance was exactly that of
the sea in a storm.” Pike described the view from the top of
a tall dune perfectly — the countless dunes look like ocean
waves flash-frozen during a violent storm. Visions of rolling
and breaking waves, and swelling and surging seas come
to mind. The magnificence of these sand dunes — not to
mention the challenging climb — caused my breath to catch
and my heart to swell.

As Connecticut natives, we were intrigued by the span of
the valley between the Sangre de Cristo and the San Juan
mountains, roughly the size of our home state. Such a wide
expanse is not seen in New England.

Eventually, it was time to make our way back down the
dune. Some explorers carry things such as snowboards or
sandboards, sleds, skis and pieces of cardboard to slide
down the dunes. For us, it was tremendously fun to run
down. It felt like we were leaping in slow motion, weightless
like an astronaut in space.

The sky was clear with a few small clouds when we
visited. But climbing the dunes during a storm would be
unwise. Lightning is a definite danger.

Incredibly, if lightning strikes the dune field, it can cause
a fascinating phenomenon called a fulgurite. Fulgurites,
sometimes called petrified lightning, are natural root-shaped
formations with a glassy interior. To create these, lightning
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Lifestyle

Great Sand Dunes Oasis RV park offers full-hookup sites and spec-
tacular views of the dunes and San Luis Valley. And pets are allowed!

must reach temperatures of 3,270 degrees Fahrenheit. The
average length of fulgurites is 1 to 2 inches, but they can be
up to 30 inches long. If you are lucky enough to find one, the
NPS asks that you leave it for others to enjoy.

Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve is
definitely worth traveling to, even though it may seem like it's
on a road to nowhere. You may forget the geological aspects
and the feel of sand-filled shoes, but you'll always remember
the experience of the climb, the view from the peak and the
amazing creation of shifting sands. &
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* Famous for service response after the sale
* At center of U.S. on the way to everywhere

Call, email sales@nuwa.com, or come visit
We like to pleasantly surprise our customers

www.kansasrvcenter.com

www.nuwa.com
3701 Johnson Rd. - Chanute, KS

1-800-835-0676
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article and photos by Chris Hemer

A Perfect

The new Ram 1500 EcoDiesel and Lance 1995 travel trailer are a match made in RVing heaven

s we drive through the scenic
AOwens Valley along California’s

Highway 395, the word that
keeps coming to mind is “effortless.”
The trailer feels planted and stable,
and the tow vehicle purrs along con-
tentedly, nonplussed by neither steep
grades nor an incessant headwind.
This is trailering nirvana. This is the
way it's supposed to be.

Trailer towing is a numbers game:
Horsepower, torque, tow capacity, hitch
weight, gross axle weight (cawr) and
gross vehicle weight (6vwR) ratings. They
all factor into what truck and trailer
make a good pairing but don’t neces-
sarily tell the whole story. In fact, there
are dozens of factors that can affect the
way a trailer tows — from suspension
and brakes to wheelbase and weight
balance. Frequently, as we set out on
a test, we find something lacking in
the way the combination works, but we
learn to accept it, because we know the

two weren't built for each other and
therefore can never be perfect. But the
2014 Ram 1500 Outdoorsman EcoDiesel
and the lightweight Lance 1995 travel
trailer are about as close to a perfect
match as you can expect to get.

The Ram 2014 model year brings
with it an abundance of upgrades, the
most notable of which is the segment-
exclusive 3.0-liter EcoDiesel V-6
engine and TorqueFlite eight-speed
automatic transmission. Between
them, they bestow this light-duty Ram
with impressive EPA fuel economy rat-
ings of 20 MPG city/28 Mps highway, with
only a 1 MpG penalty paid (both ratings)
if you opt for 4WD. The Italian-sourced
V-6 produces 240 horsepower at 3,600
RPM, but more importantly, 420 lb-ft of
torque at only 2,000 rPM. That's more
twist than even the top-dog 5.7-liter
Hemi, and at roughly half the rRPM, too.
With a max tow rating of 9,200 pounds,
it falls well short of the top 1500-series

SHOWER

DINETTE

JHO

QUEEN BED

FRIDGE
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i Optional power .patio éwnlng~and éxteridr Spéakérs made for a comfortable place to sit
and relax at the end of the day’s activities. Front storage compartment has enough room
for anything you're likely to bring on the trip.
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gasoline offerings, but after sampling
its capabilities, we think it may be con-
servatively rated.

In an effort to give customers more
choices, the Ram 1500 models are
available in a dizzying array of nine
trim levels, five cab/bed configura-
tions and seemingly limitless op-
tions. The tester that Ram provided
us with underscores the latter; the
base price of the Ram 1500 Crew Cab
4x4 in Outdoorsman guise is $40,615,
but with options (including the $2,850
EcoDiesel, that price swelled to an
astounding $53,385. And that’s without

cowhide at your backside.

For this princely sum, you get
the Customer Preferred Package
28T ($1,545), which includes relevant
equipment such as a Class IV hitch re-
ceiver, fog lamps, a steeper 3.92:1 axle
ratio (3.55:1 is standard), tow hooks, a
32-gallon fuel tank, “extra heavy duty”
rear shock absorbers and an anti-spin
rear differential. It also brings niceties
such as power-heated mirrors, remote
start, and painted front and rear bum-
pers that look rather striking. We'd
also go with the Trailer Tow Mirror and
Brake Control Group ($330), which in-

cludes an integral brake controller; the
spray-in bedliner ($475); and the Rear
Camera and Park Assist Group ($595),
which includes a huge backup display
that makes solo hitching a cinch.
Depending on where you live, you
may also appreciate the heated seats
and steering wheel included in the
Comfort Group ($330), but we would
opt out of extras like the upgraded
UConnect, audio and speaker systems
($995), four-corner air suspension
($1,695) and black 20-inch wheels
($1,400). We'd also avoid the $1,295
RamBox Cargo Management System,




(Above from left) While relatively short, the
Lance 1995 isn’t lacking in space. The dinette
has room for four to six, the kitchen has
plenty of storage, and cabinets at the rear of
the trailer can accommodate clothes up top,
supplies below. An easy-to-use Jensen AM/
FM/DVD/iPod player is located just inside

the entry door. The bedroom area is well
equipped with wardrobes, overhead storage,
countertop space and 120-volt AC power
outlets. A firm queen mattress has additional
storage underneath the bed platform.

which sacrifices valuable bed space for
lockable storage inside the bed walls.
Thankfully, Ram offers the EcoDiesel
engine across its model line, so it’s still
possible to get a competent, comfort-
able and economical tow vehicle for
less than $40,000.

These days, there seems to be an
unwavering focus on making pickups
more civilized, and the Outdoors-
man’s interior reflects this. Call us
old-fashioned, but we still believe that
a truck, at its core, should make you
feel as though you're driving a truck,
not a family sedan. We certainly ap-
preciated the comfortable seats and
legible instruments (including a multi-
information display between the tach
and speedometer), but there’s nothing
satisfying about turning a knob to put a
truck into gear or pushing a little but-
ton to select a 4WD mode.

What's more, eliminating the col-
umn shift likewise dispatched the most
logical place to put the tow/haul mode
switch, not to mention manual shift
controls. After searching for a while,
we felt what we thought (wanted?) to

SPECIFICATIONS

2014 RAM 1500 OUTDOORSMAN
Fuel Economy, solo 22 mpg

Towing

12.6 mpg
3.0-L V-6 turbodiesel

Engine

Horsepower 240 @ 3,600 rpm
Torque 420 lb-ft @ 2,000 rpm
Transmission 8-speed automatic
3.92:1
32 gal.

Fuel Cap.
Tires P275/60R20

Axle ratio

Suspension, Front Upper and lower

A arms, air suspension, stabilizer bar

Solid rear axle with
5-link and track bar,
air suspension, stabilizer bar

4-wheel disc with ABS
Tow Rating 8,650 Lbs.
GVWR 6,950 lbs.
GCWR 14,500 lbs.
Curb Weight 5,633 lbs.
Length 19' 8"
Wheelbase 149.5"
MSRP, base $40,615
MSRP, as tested $53,385

Basic Warranty 3 years /36,000 miles

Suspension, Rear

Brakes

www.ramtrucks.com
Circle 160 on Reader Service Card

2015 LANCE 1995

Exterior Length
Exterior Width

be manual shift paddles behind the
steering wheel, which would have
been great, not to mention logical.
Alas, these were for the audio system
volume and tuning. The manual shift
controls are actually small buttons,
placed adjacent to one another on the
right side of the steering wheel, above
the cruise controls. Change is good if
it's done to make an improvement, but
why Ram thinks this arrangement is
better escapes us. Please, Ram, bring
back the column shift.

There were other oddities. The “key”
(a sort of amalgam of key and key fob)

9'9"
78"
6'5"
Construction Laminated floor, walls and

ceiling with aluminum framing, block-
foam insulation, one-piece TPO roof

45 gal.
45 gal.
45 gal.
10 gal.

Exterior Height
Interior Width

Interior Height

Freshwater Cap.
Gray-Water Cap.
Black-Water Cap.
LP-Gas Cap.
Water-Heater Cap. 6gal.
6 cu. ft.
25,000 Btu

13,500 Btu

Refrigerator

Furnace

Air Conditioner

Converter 55amp

Battery Dealer supplied
ST205/75R14

Rubber torsion bar

Tires
Suspension

Weight (freshwater, water heater,
LP-gas full; no cargo) 4,860 lbs.

Hitch Weight 520 lbs.
Axle Weight (2) 4,340 lbs.
GVWR 5,700 lbs.
GAWR 2,900 lbs.
840 Lbs.
$25,346
$27,107

2 years

Cargo Carrying Cap.
MSRP, base
MSRP, as tested

Basic Warranty

661-949-3322, www.lancecamper.com
Circle 159 on Reader Service Card

is located low on the dash, and the key
chain constantly bumped the right knee
of taller drivers. In fact, the blocky dash
actually juts out at its bottom, putting
one’s knees precariously close to hard
plastic once the seat is moved up to a
comfortable driving position. The center
console has the usual armrest storage,
but in front of it is what amounts to a
square hole and two cup holders. It's
not attractive, noris it an efficient use
of space. Moreover, we found the center
stack to be overly complex, with some of
the controls arranged as buttons, some
built into the color touch-screen display.
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Figuring out what you need and how to
access it takes one’s eyes off the road
for too long.

These gripes aside, the Ram is
really very pleasant to drive, whether
towing or solo. Its structure is rigid,
as a truck should be, yet the ride is
still compliant, even with the 20-inch
wheels. It handles well, and the brakes
feel strong but not grabby. The engine
... ah yes, the engine. It feels as though
it taps into a bottomless well of torque,
easily pulling the test trailer up any
grade at the posted speed limit, even
in a strong headwind. It is silky smooth
and refined, but as a result, it sounds
about as tough as a Volkswagen TDI.
It's barely audible at idle, and once
cruising down the highway, you can’t
hear it at all unless you mash the
throttle. The eight-speed automatic
transmission performed its duties in a
similarly seamless manner, although
it seems like the extra gears are aca-
demic with so much torque on hand.

As we exited Highway 395 near

Lone Pine and made our way to the
campsite, we were looking forward to
spending time near the foot of the Si-
erra Nevada in the Lance 1995. A lead-
ing camper manufacturer since 1965,
Lance is accustomed to packaging a
lot of features and livability into a small
space, and the 1995 is no exception. It
has a generously proportioned living
area and bedroom, and every single
cubic inch is used efficiently, whether
for living, storing or both.

Starting up front, the queen bed
has a large nightstand on either side,
with a drawer and plenty of counter
space for a book, a glass of water,
reading glasses and the like. There’s
also a 120-volt AC outlet on either side
for charging a phone or tablet while
sleeping, for example, and underneath
the overhead cabinets are appropri-
ately placed reading lights and a single
task light right in the middle.

Above each nightstand is a small
wardrobe, and larger items like com-
forters and extra pillows can be stored

under the bed platform, which is
equipped with gas struts for support
and a latch that keeps it from opening
and closing during travel. There’s even
a curbside magazine rack, and on the
street side, a tall, thin cabinet with a
power outlet and two cubbyholes cut
into it that would be a good place to
keep small items. We also appreciated
the fact that the bedroom can be sepa-
rated from the living area by a curtain
that felt substantial and well made.
The living area is dominated by a




curbside dinette slideout, which is both

wide and very deep. Once it is deployed,

it completely changes the character
of the living space; it's hard to believe
that this is only a 24-foot trailer with
roughly 19 feet of floor space.

The kitchen is well equipped with
a 6-cubic-foot Norcold refrigerator, a
small microwave (a $210 option) and
a three-burner Atwood stove with a
decorative metal-look backsplash.
The test trailer had no oven, which we
didn’t miss, as it provides more stor-

(Above from left) 3.0-liter V-6 EcoDiesel is smooth, quiet and surprisingly powerful. Rear
seats in the crew cab model have more than enough legroom for 6-plus-footers, even with
the front seats adjusted to a comfortable position. The center console offers armrest storage,
plus an open bin for odds and ends and two smallish cup holders. Instruments are legible, but
the steering wheel buttons are small and hard to read. Center stack is dominated by the large

touch-screen with backup camera display.

age for kitchen essentials. However, if
you really want an oven, there is still an
amazing amount of storage in this area.
Two large, deep drawers fit underneath
the dinette, and a great cabinet under-
neath the sink has a shelf and three

MBGDB ST Radlal

Tire Sizes - Ply Rating
205/75R15 - 6PR

205/75Fl’| 5 SPR

205/75R15 - 8PR

205/75R15 - 8PR -
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225/75R15 -8PR

225/75R15 - 10PR

 225/75R15-10PR

/
/
/
/
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- 235/80R16'-10PR
“8 ply 'siélewail constrdct,i‘o_n:

~ 235/80R167-10PR

pullout bins that make it easy to orga-
nize smaller stuff. There is no cutlery
drawer, per se, but it would be easy
enough to put one into the top bin.
The sink is large and round, and
is a pleasing gray color instead of the




HitchGrip, Circle 126 on Reader Service Card
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usual white. It has a black plastic cover
for more prep space, which we used at
times, as there isn’t much room other-
wise. To the right of the microwave is
an overhead cabinet that is segmented
to make organizing your things easier.
The left section is good for plates and
bowls, to the right and above are per-
fect for seasonings and a few pantry
items, and below this is a space that
seemed ideal for coffee mugs. The only
complaint, and it's a minor one, is that
this cabinet door doesn’t go all the way
up level with the ceiling, so if you're
tall, you have to duck under it.

After preparing a simple meal the
first evening, we settled into the U-
shaped dinette, which we considered
large for any RV, not just one this size.
Four people fit easily, and as many as
six could probably squeeze in. The seat
cushions are well padded and very
comfortable, and in the corners are
small shelves with elegant brushed
nickel rails to prevent knickknacks
from falling off. We loved the added de-

HITG

tail of a dimmer-equipped light switch
located in the top of the slideout room.
Once seated, it's easy to turn on the
light, then dim it for the desired amount
of dining ambience. And just above the
dinette is a skylight that has a sliding
corrugated cover built into it to keep out
the morning sun — another nice detail.
Small travel trailers are often
used in primitive campgrounds, and
it became increasingly evident that
Lance designed the 1995 appropriately.
Knowing we would be staying at a site
without hookups, we had anticipated
just listening to music during dinner,
but then noticed a small LED light on
the face of the 24-inch LED television,
which is mounted on a telescoping arm
for viewing from the bedroom or living
area. Curious, we poked the power but-
ton and the television came on ... so we
plugged a DVD into the Jensen AM/FM/
DVD/iPod stereo (which we normally
would have watched on an iPad) and
enjoyed a movie in surround sound!
The A-frame is equipped with

a dual battery tray, and the interior
lights are all LED, so power consump-
tion was of no concern on our trip. For
that matter, neither was water use.
The 1995 has a 45-gallon water tank
as well as 45-gallon waste- and gray-
water tanks. Clearly, Lance knows its
customers and understands how its
products will be used.

At the rear of the trailer is a cabi-
net that contains two huge wardrobes,
with large storage compartments un-
derneath. Here again, Lance thought
this through. Having this cabinet right
by the entry door makes it quick and
easy to pack for a trip. The bathroom
is located just inside the entry door as
well, and although it’s nothing special,
it does have essentials like a porcelain
toilet, a vanity and a medicine cabinet
with lights. We had to chuckle at the
fact that the TP holder was located in
the under-sink storage, but when we
looked around, we realized there re-
ally wasn’t anywhere else it could be
mounted. The shower is your typical

RIP

. Makes light work of it.

HitchGrip™ gives you just the right leverage to
lift your hitch with one hand. No stress, no strain.

It takes the load off your back, makes the to-and-from
maneuver from garage or campsite less awkward,
and yes, it keeps the grease off your hands.

Learn more at
hitchgrip.com
800.983.5004

o

.

BEIIN
E Available at your local RV Dealer & Camping World | Part# HG-712
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white enclosure with a curtain, but it
did the job just fine.

Lance claims the 1995 is four-
season certified, and we believe it. With
temperatures approaching 90 degrees
during the day, the interior never got
hot or stuffy, and with temps hovering
just higher than 50 degrees at night,
we never found it necessary to turn on
the furnace. Besides, the weather was
too nice to be inside anyway. We spent
our afternoons and early evenings
underneath the power patio awning
($754), listening to music through the
exterior speakers and watching the
floor of the Owens Valley take on a soft
orange glow as the sun set over the
majestic Sierra Nevada behind us.

As mentioned earlier, one can
never expect a truck and trailer com-
bination to be perfect, as perfection is
both elusive and subjective. However,
one can hope for contentedness at the ~ e, 4
end of a journey, and the Dodge 1500 The Ram Outdoorsman looks striking in red and black with black 20-inch wheels.
Outdoorsman and Lance 1995 deliver Lance 1995 features a polished diamond-plate rock guard that is stylish and functional.
on the most meaningful levels. &

America’s Fresh Water Supply Hose

A complete line of water supply hoses
to meet every travel need.

. P .,‘ch.v-'OR.LD .
7C IVE

EXCLUS

M s OR TANG g

- L1
ANTEED NOT TO

* Proudly made in America *

~ L AR

£ en. Drinking
Tested and
Certified by ) Water Safe
NSF gﬂaadq witfé FD.A.
e nctnpne
e International Materials
HSF/ANSI 61 )

RV/MARINE

DRINKING WATER
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ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World.
Also available at other RV retailers.
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Protective oy
ladder cap

Tyvek® RV roof panel now features -
~ . ‘up to 40% more Tyvek fabric! g !

» Zipper
access panels

m'"VEs TMENT jiiir

SINCE 1955

> Air Vents to

prevent billowing
in windy conditions

Reinforced
and elasticized
bottom corners

Quick-connect buckle
and strap attachment with
weighted tie down assist

Designer Tyre Gards
sold separately

» Strap and buckle
cinching system on
front and rear of
the cover

REASONS TO BUY
AN RV COVER

1. Maintains & Protects RV
2. Reduces Washing

3. Eliminates Black Streaks
4. Portable Storage

5. PRESERVES

Choose From A Variety Of Fabrics To
Protect Your RV From Water & UV Damage:

RESALE VALUE!

ALL CLIMATE

MODERATE CLIMATE

DESIGNER SERIES
SFS $ AQUASHED

« Best protection for moderate
climates and/or short-term storage
« Top panel beads water on contact; maximum resistance
to humidity and rain
« Polypropylene side panels breathe to resist mold and mildew
« Shields against UV rays
« Universal-Fit
* Mfr. 2-year warranty

« Best protection for intense sun/rain/snow
and/or long-term storage
« Blocks 99.8% of UV rays
« Resists solvents, alkalis and acids
« Breathes so moisture can escape; resists mold and mildew
« Universal-Fit with polypropylene side panels
« Custom-Fit made of 100% Tyvek
« Mfr. 2-year warranty on Universal Fit, 4-Year on Custom Fit

ADCO"’ Covers ALL Your RV Accessory Needs!

pLUS

PLUS

Class C
Windshield Covers

Air Conditioner
Covers

Spare Tire
Covers

sunbre .
GLEN RAVEN MILLS, INC.

« Best protection for any climate

« Custom made for your RV of 100% Sunbrella®

* Resists moisture, mold and mildew

« Won't harden or crack

« Breathes so moisture can escape

« Mfr. 5-year warranty—the best cover warranty available!

e

SAVE 15%“oN
ULTRA TYRE GARDS!

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.




WALK-THROUGH: CHALET D5116HB

nder the guidance of new own-

ers Don and Pat Rose, Albany,

Oregon’s Chalet RV is experi-
encing a renewal of energy and de-
velopment excitement. The evidence
of this is visible in the new DS116RB
triple-slide truck camper with inter-
esting features and an interior layout
that take it to the next level.

The DS116RB shown here is one
of three camper models in the com-
pany’s lineup. Two have dual slideouts
(a third is optional), and one is a triple-
slide model that's standard.

At an estimated 4,700 pounds dry
weight, this is a big camper — and the
11-foot 6-inch floor length means it
needs to be mounted on a heavy-duty
pickup with an 8-foot box. Its floorplan
uses a curbside rear-corner entry
door and includes a curbside galley
slideout, a streetside dinette slideout
and a rear-curbside corner bath that
likewise incorporates a slideout. For-
ward, there’s the usual over-cab bed
configuration, and an island unit in the

kitchen contains a dual-bowl sink
and assorted storage cabinets, plus
flip-up counter extensions.

A floorplan of this type in the
limited space available for a truck
camper is possible only through the
use of slideouts and having the floor
positioned above the pickup bed rails.
That calls for a few steps up, and the
DS116RB uses built-in entry steps
plus a retractable three-step exterior
stairway. Climb the steps and you face
the streetside bathroom area, with the
galley counter on your immediate right
and a wardrobe to the left. A cabinet
with a centralized array of monitors
and controls plus the standard fuse
and circuit breaker power center is
located just above the entry door.

The DS116RB comes standard with
a dry bath, but the optional rear slide-
out ($2,828) allows the inclusion of a

The surprisingly spacious DS116RB features a curb-
side entrance and three slides for amazing livability
— but at 4,700 pounds dry weight, only dually owners
need apply. (Top) The rotating entertainment center
showcases a 32-inch TV visible from the rear lounge

area or the forward bedroom.

article and photos by Jeff Johnston

wardrobe outside the bath, a larger
curved-door shower, and a larger
vanity and storage cabinet inside the
bath. The stub wall that mounts the
bathroom door and separates the two
storage cabinets also travels with the
slideout, and an interlock switch pre-
vents the slideout from being drawn in
with the door in the closed position.
Forward of the entry door is the
galley with the stove, pantry, 8-cubic-
foot refrigerator and storage cabinets,
plus an L-shaped counter extension.
Hardwood cabinets with face-frame
doors and full-extension ball-bearing
drawer glides are used throughout.
Adjacent to the galley is the aforemen-
tioned fixed-position island unit with
a double sink with a removable-head
faucet and optional filtered water
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WALK-THROUGH: CHALET DS116HB

(Top right) Placing the standard-size dinette in a slideout makes
it possible to fit four adults comfortably. Those are bigger dinette
windows than you find in much larger RVs. (Below right) What's this...
anisland kitchen? Yes, and it’s equipped with a pantry, an 8-cubic-foot
refrigerator and an L-shaped counter extension for extra prep space.

spigot ($160), optional swing-up counter extension ($196) and
storage cabinets.

Use of the entire slideout means the full-size streetside
dinette table can readily accommodate four adults in dining
comfort. The table breaks down so the dinette serves as a
secondary sleeping area, and two large storage drawers are
located beneath the seats. Extra-expansive windows
provide excellent scenery views from the dinette.

A 32-inch TV is built into the rotating entertainment
center that includes a wardrobe on the opposite side. The
entertainment center’s fixed base is fitted with an AM/FM/
CD stereo with Bluetooth connectivity along with the solar
panel charging system monitor center and another storage
drawer. The unit can be rotated facing the rear for TV viewing
in the living area or forward for watching from the cabover
bedroom. Dual entries with modest height step-ups flank the
standard queen-size bed with accompanying storage cabi-
nets near the head of the bed.

Most of the interior features a generous 6-foot 7-inch
ceiling, and even the claustrophobia-resistant cabover bed

s

With a Transfer Flow fuel tank,
you'll bypass those expenswe
fuel stations and fill up where *
fuel is cheaper - saving you tlme
and money!

Transfer Flow fuel tanks are made
from sturdy aluminized steel and
bright aluminum diamond plate,
and can be installed at over 300
locations nationwide.

Transfer Flow — your source
- for safe, durable and LEGAL
~ fuel tank systems.

tf‘ ¥ TRANSFER

ks, T | A

L i
REPLACEMENT FUEL TANKS  AUXILIARY FUELTA W [‘\E‘EUJEJHN@_ (NKS |

- 1 ’ " " The Leader in Aftermarket Fuel Tank SystemsTM =
800-442-0056 | 530-893-5209 :.;5
WWW.TRANSFERFLOW.COM L
You %
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Transfer Flow Inc., Circle 139 on Reader Service Card
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area ceiling height ranges from 54 inches at the aft end and
tapers to 36 inches up front.

Chalet is constantly trying new features on its truck
campers and towable RV products, and on this camper an
in-floor heating system keeps users’ feet toasty as long as
the unit is plugged into 120-volt AC shorepower. This feature
will likely be available as a production option by the time this
story is in print, and it augments, rather than replaces, the
standard 30,000-Btu furnace.

OHC

NIGHTSTAND
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|WARDROBE )
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- 75" X 38" DINETTE

SWING-UP
COUNTER
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All-season use is built into the DS116RB. The aluminum- sTEP o [
framed, laminated walls, floor and roof are 2, 3and 4inches ==} o @% 8 E anesr RICTSTAND
thick, respectively, and dual-glazed Thermopane windows =
are standard. All freshwater and holding tanks, plus all -

. . . . Exterior Length 20' 0"

related plumbing and camper electrical service are in the T P
enclosed heated basement that includes extra-thick insu- xterior Tl

. Floor Length 116"

lated access doors where appropriate. Interior Helaht o 7"

Boondockers will find the optional 300-watt solar panel Fn er;Ior teIgCa e
array ($2,893) useful, as well as the battery compartment, B:eskwllg - wp-t ca e gal.
which is designed to handle four to six batteries. As a further LPai; H cl;ay- ater Lap. gat 14 gal.
aid toward power conservation, 12-volt DC LED lights are = as_ P- . gat

L . . Dry Weight (estimated) 4,700 Lbs.
used throughout the camper’s interior and exterior. Ey——— 7

Smooth fiberglass exterior skin and a TPO plastic roof eRing=p:

MSRP, base $65,492

are standard, as is heavy-duty vinyl plank-type wood-grain
flooring. A variety of high-tech and other functional options is
available for this and other Chalet RV products so users can
travel off the beaten path in comfort. @&

Chalet RV, 541-791-4610, www.chaletrv.com
Circle 158 on Reader Service Card.

Clean Machine ,

1 Nothing cleans like a Clean Machine® with Genuine AstroTurf®

High Tra
in Desert
Taupe

Bootscraper
in Cinder

ew Orleans
in Spruce

GENUINE

tastroTurfk

DOORMATS

Keoping homes clogy 4100 1965

RV Step Mat
in Cinder

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World.
Also available at other RV retailers.
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Gailgaber \

Portable Satellite TV Antennas

TAILGATER® KING FLEX"

«Single cable (powered by receiver via coax) « Simple, lightweight & compact

* Fully automatic  Automatic acquisition & switching
*Compact, lightweight & easy to carry « Works with 2 receivers

*Works with DISH® ViP211 series receiver* * Supports DIRECTV®, DISH® & Bell”

™
} KI N M a d e I n th e U SA Tailgater® & DISH® are registered trademark of DISH Network, LLC.
DIRECTV® is a registered trademark of DIRECTV, LLC.
< ; S H H Bell" is a trademark of Bell Canada.
I m p I y b ette r’ by d e S I gn * *ViP211 Series receiver sold separately.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World.
Also available at other RV Retailers.
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WALK-THROUGH: STARCBAFT AUTUMN RIDGE 286KB5

Under the Radar

Family-friendly and reasonably priced, the retro-chic Autumn
Ridge trailer offers surprisingly upscale standard features

tarcraft RV is one of the more
s recognizable names in the RV

industry, and with good reason.
It's difficult to go unnoticed when
your company has been successfully
manufacturing travel trailers for half
a century. Yes, 2014 marks 50 years
since the already established boat-
ing manufacturer took a chance on
designing a pop-up camper that would
ultimately shake up the towable mar-
ket. Now, some five decades later,
Starcraft is still going strong, having
added a variety of lightweight and pre-
mium trailers to its lineup.

These days, Starcraft cuts its
teeth on family-friendly floorplans
that are generally towable by properly
equipped midsize pickups, vans and
SUVs. The 2015 Autumn Ridge 286KBS
that we recently spent some time in is
no exception. Unloaded, it weighs in
just north of 7,000 pounds. The trailer
sports an open floorplan ideal for
taming the hustle-and-bustle that the
whole RVing crew can bring, all at a
relatively affordable price.

When discussing the appearance
of the Autumn Ridge, one must begin
with the corrugated aluminum exte-
rior. A throwback to RVs of the past,
this lower-cost construction technique
works to set the Autumn Ridge apart
from the smooth-sided fiberglass
crowd. That such a skin is generally
associated with entry-level trailers is
of little consequence to me, as | prefer
the ease of repair and retro-chic look
of the Autumn Ridge’s aluminum ex-
terior. An optional fiberglass exterior
with frameless windows ($1,649) is
also available.

The black-diamond-plate front
skirt comes courtesy of the manda-
tory Customer Convenience Package
($1,949), which also includes an out-
side shower, dual LP-gas cylinders,
exterior speakers and a water-heater
bypass, to name a few. All 2015 Au-
tumn Ridge trailers also feature the
likewise mandatory Show Stopper
Package ($937), which includes some
much-appreciated add-ons such as
an electric A-frame jack, an electric

article by Kristopher Bunker

awning with LED lighting strip, LED
accent lighting under the kitchen

countertops, a pillow-top mattress
and a CD/DVD player. That's quite a lot
of usable features for the money, alle-
viating the tension created by deeming
two optional packages mandatory. In

effect, these components are standard
features, because, of course, “manda-
tory option” is a contradiction in terms.

As mentioned above, the floorplan
of the 286KBS is wide-open and great
for entertaining a tribe of young "uns.
The plush Ultraleather sofa at the
rear converts to a bed, offering the
little ones a place to bed down for the
night. The trailer features the optional
freestanding table with four chairs in
place of a standard dinette ($465), an
option we'd definitely uncheck to gain
a bit more sleeping space (and under-
bench storage) for the kiddos. Admit-
tedly, the table and chairs were nice
for a more open dining experience, but
we've found that the standard dinette’s
versatility is tough to beat when the
sun goes down.

Entertainment is provided by an
optional 32-inch LED TV ($600), while
the Show Stopper Package provides a
dual DC 12-volt USB charging outlet

The aluminum exterior is rugged and

easy to clean and maintain. Pictured

is a dual-entry model that’s practical

for families. (Top) The RV king bed fits
surprisingly well in the master bedroom,
which features subtle mood lighting and
plenty of storage.
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WALK-THROUGH: STARCHAFT AUTUMN RIDGE 286KB5

to go with the aforementioned CD/DVD
player. All seating in the living area af-
fords a good view of the television. A
small cabinet near the rear wall houses
the control panels and the living room
slide controls, all hidden behind a cork-
board door that's great for messages
and holding keys.

Cabinets feature raised panels
for more style, and the galley’s solid-
surface counters are a step up from the
usual laminate. We always hope for a
flip-up countertop extension and were
disappointed that we didn’t find one,
though two slotted sink inserts not only
look nice, they add a bit more real estate
to the prep area and are also useful as
drying stations for dishes and flatware.

The valance over the window in the
galley area features a nifty spice rack,
which is a clever use of otherwise dead
space. Simple meals were easy to whip
up using the microwave, three-burner
cooktop and range/oven, while the
8-cubic-foot refrigerator with black
metal inserts (great for magnets) did
the trick for keeping things cool.

Speaking of cool, the 13,500-Btu
air conditioner did a fine job of keeping
temps down in the central Texas heat,
though as the mercury rises, we're sure
we could justify spending another $150
on the 15,000-Btu unit in the upgrade
to Customer Convenience Package. A
solid door closes off the living area from
the lav, and an included towel bar/mesh
holder for odds and ends is a nice ad-

Exterior Length 33" 11" W/ WARD.
Exterior Width g e
Interior Height 69" WARD |S::;” WARD:
Exterior Height 112"
Freshwater Cap. 68.6 gal. LT SI.‘S“,’"E.?,“’EQB‘;“:ANTRY
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 32.5 gal. / 65 gal. E
LP-Gas Cap. 14 gal. (INCIEED

uvw 7,160 lbs.

Hitch Weight 865lbs. Ll

GVWR 9,500 Lbs. it

MSRP, base $26,229
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The optional freestanding table and chairs does wonders for entertainment purposes, but
larger families may appreciate the flexibility of a convertible dinette.

dition to bathroom storage but is in full
view of the rest of the trailer with the
door open.

It seems strange to dub the bath-
room the star of a trailer, but there’s no
denying that's the case in the 286KBS.
Simply put, the shower rivals many
residential homes in terms of style and
space, and surpasses some. In fact, it's
the largest shower |'ve yet encountered
in a trailer. A trifold glass door (part of
the $1,762 Premier Package) — which
| have no doubt would break with ex-
tended use by my kids, so plan accord-
ingly — encloses the shower stall, which
features an integrated seat and shelves.

One extremely cool feature is the
inclusion of dual showerheads — an
upscale overhead fixture and a standard
wand-type. This proved to be a major

PANTRY

selling point for most of our crew, as a
comfortable stream of water cascades
down to make showering a more pleas-
ant experience. The problem for me is
that it’s practical only for RVers 6 feet
tall and shorter. At 6 feet 2 inches, my
head bumped directly against the fau-
cet, making a mess of the surrounding
area, so | had to settle for the conven-
tional method. Oh, well.

A hollow sliding door closes off the
master bedroom, and a large streetside
built-in entertainment center/vanity/
wardrobe unit dominates the wall, but
in a good way. There is ample storage
here for all of your clothes, and prob-
ably those of your neighbors as well.
Kudos to Starcraft for including an ex-
tremely practical piece of furniture.

The master also [continued on page 121)

FREESTANDING TABLE
[ &CHAIRS OPTION
L
]
~

V40S ¥3d331S
JHO

FRIDGE | [ &y |

T
MICROWAVE

16° AWNING

Starcraft RV, 800-945-4787, www.starcraftrv.com Circle 154 on Reader Service Card.
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We have invested millions of dollars in our
own state-of-the-art quality test labs and
millions more in our factories. So our tools
will go toe-to-toe with the top professional
brands. And we can sell them for a fraction
of the price because we cut out the middle
man and pass the savings on to you.

It’s just that simple! Come visit one of our
500 Stores Nationwide and see why now
more than ever...

IF YOU BUY YOUR TOOLS ANYWHERE ELSE,
YOU'RE THROWING YOUR MONEY AWAY!

e We'll Beat Any Competitor’s Price
Within 1 Year Of Purchase I

e No Hassle Return Policy
¢ 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 1
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TravelAssist Features Include:

e Transportation Home After Stabilization e RV/Vehicle Return Service
» Emergency Medical Evacuation e Prescription Replacement Assistance
e Travel Companion Benefits e Pet Return Assistance

CALL OR CLICK TO JOIN —Plans starting at just 37999 Reg. $9999

GoodSamTravelAssist.com 877-475-8551

[ ]
EMERGENCY MEDICAL & TRAVEL ASSISTANCE — ANYWHERE IN THE US OR ABROAD TravelASSIS'I' IE'

This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Plan Description carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations. GTA29656 - 014
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unleash horsepower and torque, and can even
unlock the Ram PGM using a special cable

o matter how much power
N Detroit packs under the hood of

new diesel trucks, RV owners
want more. For some, that may seem
like an ego problem exclusive to
gearheads, but in reality, more power
makes towing big trailers and fifth-
wheels a better experience. Come on,
no one wants to crest grades last or be
stuck behind a slow semi and frustrated
that there’s not enough horses to pass
— especially at high altitude.

The horsepower and torque race
between the big three diesel truck
manufacturers is red hot, and at this
point the Ram has pretty strong diesel
numbers provided by the venerable
Cummins engine. Still, many owners
turn to power tuners to up the ante, and
until now, getting the 2013 to 2014 Ram

power control module (PCM) recali-
brated was a painful process. SCT/Bully
Dog has made it possible to unlock and
calibrate the PCM without removing
and shipping the module to its service
center for this critical part of the tuning
process and sidelining the truck for a
number of days.

Tuners, like the SCT/Bully Dog GT
we tested, are known for their robust
recalibration capabilities, which are
completely incongruent with the
simplicity of the installation procedure.
While the installation normally involves
only plugging an adapter into the
OBDII port under the dash, hooking
up a power wire and mounting the
monitor on the dash, windshield or
pillar, unlocking the Ram PCM so it can
respond to the GT Tuner control involves

(Below and right) SCT/Bully Dog GT Tuner was installed on a 2014 Ram 2500 towing a 30-foot
trailer that weighed 7,450 pounds. Dyno runs before and after installation of the tuner were

performed as part of the testing procedure.

gauge tuner

a few more steps and a lot more time.
Before starting the installation on
the 2014 Ram 2500 4WD shortbed, the
tuner was updated using a computer
that's connected to the Internet. That
involved plugging the Micro SD card
that comes with the kit into a card
reader and then into the USB port in
the computer. SCT/Bully Dog provides
site information, and it’s just a matter
of following the prompts on the Update
Agent from the Windows Start menu.
Once the card is updated, it's pushed
into the GT monitor. This must be
done with a PC, as the card cannot be




«GoBack DODGE

FO75-10 &.7L Cab & Chassis

Hi0-"12 871 TRUCK

¥11="12 &.7L Cab & Chassis

(1) Cable harness that comes with the tuner is first plugged into the OBDII port for the initial programming. 2) Monitor screen is used to select
year, vehicle and engine. Touch buttons on each side of screen are used while following specific prompts that make programming effortless. 3) A
special cable harness is used to unlock the Ram PCM and must only be used for this step. Red flag distinguishes the cable from the one in the kit.

updated using a Mac computer.

From here the SCT/Bully Dog cable
harness that came with the GT Tuner
was plugged into the vehicle’s OBDII
port, and the Install Wizard took us
through the first part of the program-
ming process, which includes selecting
the vehicle/engine.

It's very important that the proper
cable harness is used for the initial
step. In 2013 to 2014 Ram Cummins
applications, a special cable harness
for unlocking the PCM must be ordered
separately. If the incorrect unlock
harness is used, the PCM can be
damaged and the truck may not run. If
that happens, the installation becomes
a lot more complicated, not to mention
the downtime to get it fixed.

To prevent the accidental use of the
unlock harness, a red flag is affixed to
the cable. At this point it's best to dif-
ferentiate the cables and put the unlock
version out of reach until needed. The
instructions and clear prompts on
the monitor screen will allow you to
download the initial information easily,
even if you're not a computer nerd. This

4) Before the unlocking procedure can start,
a cable is plugged into the Ram’s 3 Plug OEM
connector, which is found below the brake
reservoir under the hood. 5) The special
cable is then routed temporarily and
plugged into the unlock cable harness.

6) Prompts on the screen will guide the user
during the unlock process, which can take a
while. This procedure cannot be interrupted.
7) Once unlocked, the kit's cable harness is
reconnected and the final data programming
is installed into the PCM. When done, the
monitor will provide plenty of information
for the driver.
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cable is then disconnected from the
OBDII port and put aside.

The next step takes the most time
and cannot be interrupted, so plan
accordingly and follow the monitor
prompts after plugging in the unlock
cable. Before starting the unlock
process, another special cable provided
with the unlock kit will be utilized; this
cable also has a red flag for identifica-
tion. You'll need to locate the 3 Plug
OEM connector under the hood; the
illustration in the instructions provides
a basic road map to the backside of
the intake manifold, which is below the
brake reservoir where this connector
can be found. After unplugging it, the
SCT/Bully Dog cable is inserted, and the
other end is temporarily routed to the
cab and plugged into the unlock cable

UNLOCK PROCESS

Part 2 Complels. Slock Harnass
will ba roquired for Parl 3. Uhﬂuz
Unlock Harness and phug in Slocl
Harness to begin Part 3

before it's inserted into the OBDII port.

Following the prompts on the
monitor screen, you'll be instructed to
turn the key to different positions before
continuing. The engine must not be
started during the unlock segment, so
the key has to be turned carefully.

The third and final part of the install
requires that the first cable harness
used in the process be plugged back
into the OBDII port after the 3 Plug OEM
terminals are reconnected. At this point,
the unlock cables can be removed and
stored. Again, it's important to follow
the prompts precisely without inter-
rupting the process. Once unlocked, the
data can be downloaded into the PCM
after the initial cable harness is rein-
stalled; this cable harness will remain
hooked up to the monitor and OBDII




port. A 12-volt DC power lead will need
to be routed from the fuse block and
connected to the harness. Be patient;
figure on around two hours to complete
the entire procedure.

Once the install is completed, the
promised results are eye-opening.
In stock form the Cummins 6.7-liter
diesel in the Ram 2500 is rated for 370
horsepower and 800 Lb-ft of torque,
which is pretty strong right out of
the box. Add the SCT/Bully Dog GT
Tuner, and gains of 20 percent can be
realized, depending on the setting (Tow/
Economy, Performance or Extreme).

Stock horsepower and torque were
confirmed on a dynamometer, and then
the Ram was hitched to a 30-foot trailer
for road testing. The Ram with the
six-speed automatic transmission and
3.42:1 rear axle ratio is rated at 17,120
pounds, so towing the 7,450-pound
trailer was not much work for the truck.
Nevertheless, it provided a baseline to
compare against.

Seat-of-the-pants throttle response

while towing was as good as expected
for the Ram in stock form. Accelera-
tion was decent, and the six-speed
transmission downshifted when
gaining elevation. Fuel economy was
lower than expected for the combo,
recording 10.25 for the on-highway
run. Dyno runs showed 348.2 peak
horsepower and 691.5 lb-ft of torque
at the rear wheels.

Back on the road after the GT
Tuner was installed and placed in the
Performance mode (as suggested by
SCT/Bully Dog], throttle response was
more spirited, and downshifting at
the same locations was less frequent;
overall drivability improved dramati-
cally. We carved two seconds off the
0-to-60 and 40-to-60 MPH times and
picked up almost a mile to the gallon
in fuel consumption. Most RV owners
use the Performance setting; it's not
recommended to use the Extreme
setting when towing. Horsepower in the
Performance mode was improved by 22
percent and torque went up 24 percent.

Luxury Fifth Wheels &

Travel Trailers

* Inferior Decor & Fabrics & =

Chosen By Customer

* Hardwood Cabinefry
& Granite Counterfops ook

* Residential Quality
Appliances & Fixtures

> Many Opfions Avarlable,
Including Wood Floors J

HORIZONS > B oo
1-800-235-3140 —
www.HorizonsRY.com

5757//75'9/'//,7_97

ACCELERATION

0-60MPH  40-60 MPH
Stock Towing  18.85sec.  9.32 sec.
Tuner Towing  16.47sec.  7.18 sec.
FUEL ECONOMY
Stock Towing 10.25 MPG
Tuner Towing 11.10 MPG
PEAK HORSEPOWER
Stock 348.2 HP @ 2,653 RPM
Tuner 426.2 HP @ 2,649 RPM
PEAK TORQUE
Stock 691.5 LB-FT @ 2,637 RPM
Tuner 857.7 LB-FT @ 2,592 RPM

SCT/Bully Dog’s GT Tuner is more
than just a tool for recalibrating the
PCM for horsepower and torque; it's a
full-fledged information center. Tapping
into the OBDII port allows the monitor
to capture valuable real-time data and
display crucial information that the
driver can use while on the road. For
example, the monitor will show exhaust

188,88

America’s highest-rated
fifth wheel manufacturer
for over a decade

* Superion Engineering for
Four-Season Comfort

* Custom Designed & Built
from The Ground Up

* Safe, Stable, Easy Towing

* Smart Features For
Hassle-Free Maintenance

* Factory Direct Sales
With The Best Warranty

In The Business

TRUCK & TRAILER
PACKAGES AVAILABLE

New Horizons RV Corp., Circle 128 on Reader Service Card
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8) Computer screen on the dynamometer is used to monitor engine function and performance. 9) Dyno operator uses a console inside the cab
of the truck while running the engine at various rrM levels. 10) Performance figures are based on rear wheels spinning on the dynamometer.
At the end of the day, impressive horsepower and torque gains were realized while running the engine with the tuner in the Performance mode.

gas temperature (EGT) and turbo being burned as well as view graphs graphics and icon/number locations.

boost pressure; if EGT is too high or that show wasted energy and driving SCT/Bully Dog’s GT Tuner for diesel

over-boost thresholds are detected, efficiency. engines retails for $699.99; the unlock

the tuner (after programming) will The tuner is a very powerful tool for | kit for the 2013 to 2014 Ram runs $50.

defuel to protect the engine. keeping tabs on the engine and trans- Getting up the hill last is no longer a
Also on the screen are rRPM, coolant mission while boosting performance problem, and improved fuel economy is

and transmission temperatures, and with the touch of a button. Some people | the bonus. ®

fuel economy, just to name a few. might find the screen on the small side,

The driver can monitor fuel flow and depending on the mounting location, but | SCT/Bully Dog

see how many gallons per hour are it doesn’t take long to acclimate to the 940-783-9914, www.bullydog.com

SMELLTHEAE

| e

DIFFERENCE

Absolutely No Holding Tank Odors with Odorlos:!

« Industrial strength nitrate formula prevents - Scent/fragrance free

and eliminates holding tank odors - Available in dry & liquid formulas

- Liquefies all waste &tissue - Effective even in extreme temperatures

* Lubricates valves - Used worldwide by waste water

- 100% biodegradable/eco-friendly treatment plants to control odor
+ Formaldehyde free, non-toxic ODOR LQS
Holding Tank Treatment

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Like us:
Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers. www.facebook.com/odorlos WWW.OdOI'lOS.Com
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Champion 3100W Inverter Generator

« 3100 starting watts, 2800 rated watts

* 5.5 HP 171cc OHV 4-stroke, single
cylinder, air-cooled engine

* Low oil shut-off

« Push-to-reset circuit breakers

» CARB Compliant

« 1.6 gallon fuel tank

« Easy pull recoil start

« Sound level 58 dBA at 23'
o Weight 84 |bs.

Champion 3100W Inverter Cover
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Champion 2000W Inverter Generator
» 2000 starting watts, 1700 rated watts
« Two 5-20R 120-volt/20-amp AC outlets

« 3.5 HP 80cc OHV 4-stroke, single cylinder, air-cooled engine
« Low oil shut-off

« Overload protection

« 1 gallon fuel tank

« Easy pull recoil start

« Sound level 53 dBA at 23'
o Weight 48 bs.

Champion 2000W Inverter Parallel Kit
Connect two 2000W inverter models.

« CARB compliant

Champion 2000W Inverter Cover

EXCLUSIVE! 50 amp
120/240 volt outlet

Champion 9500/7500 Watt Generator,

CARB Compliant Model

* 9500 starting watts, 7500 rated watts

« Electric and recoil start

» Fuel capacity 5.9 gallons

« 10" Never Flat Wheels

* QuickDrain™ oil draining system

« 8 running hours at 50% load

« 74 dBA at 23' » Weight 224 |bs.

Champion 9500/7500 Watt Cover

« Wireless remote start

« 3.8 gallon fuel capacity

« Sound level 68 dBA at 23'
* Weight 134 lbs.

« 8” Never-flat wheels

CA030804

Champion 4000W Portable Generator with
Remote Start/CARB Compliant Model
« 4000 starting watts, 3500 rated watts

« Intelliguage for volts, frequency, and hours
« Up to 12 hour run time on 50% load

Wireless

Champion 4000/3500 Watt Generator, 49 State
Remote

« 20-amp/120-volt duplex, 30-amp/120-volt twistlock,
30-amp/120-volt RV receptacles

* 4000 starting watts, 3500 rated watts

« Single cylinder four-stroke 196 cc air cooled engine

* Runs 12 hours at 50% load on 4-gallon tank of gas

* 68 dBat 23'

* Recoil start

* Weight 108 |bs.

Champion 4000/3500 Watt Generator, CARB
Compliant Model

Champion 4000/3500 Watt Generator Cover

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World.

Also available at other RV retailers.
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Today’s RVs are packed with modern conveniences, so having a reliable source of electricity

is a must, whether you're hooked up to shore power at a campground or boon docking in

the backwoods. Without 120-volt AC power, you won't be cranking up the air conditioner,

turning on the TV or even brewing a morning cup of coffee.

Savvy RVers turn to mobile genera-
tors to provide the comforts of home—or
at least the power to run them—when
theyre camped off the grid. These rov-
ing RV power plants range from portable
gasoline-fueled generators to permanent-
ly installed gasoline, LP and diesel units.
As an added benefit, a portable genera-
tor not only keeps things humming in
your RV, it comes in handy when the
lights go out at home or you need to run
power tools where no extension cord
can reach.

You'll see portable generators at
home improvement stores, big box dis-
counters and RV accessory stores. How
do you know which one is the best fit—
and which one best fits your budget? For
affordable, portable power, Champion’s
lineup of rugged, easy-operating portable
generators is hard to beat. Long a favor-
ite of contractors and widely seen at con-
struction sites, Champion generators also
transition smoothly into RV and camp-
ing applications with a diverse selection
of RV-friendly models.

Pull n’ Go

For a portable generator to be worth
the money, it should be easy to operate.
One of the most frustrating problems with
some generators is hard starting, particu-
larly in cold weather. Champion genera-
tors feature Cold Start Technology that
increases fuel flow to the carburetor dur-
ing cold starts, sparing you from repeated
attempts at cranking. Electric push-button
starting is another handy feature available
on the 9500-watt model that makes overall
operation easy and efficient.




| Storage covers are
available for all Champion

Once your generator is running, how
do you get the power to the RV or the ac-
cessories you want to run? Champion
generators come with multiple recep-
tacles for 120-volt output (depending on
the model) in 20-amp, 30-amp and 50-
amp variations. The TT-30 RV recepta-
cle found on select Champion 4000-watt
and 9500-watt models makes it easy to
plug in a 30-amp cord without an adapt-
er. The 9500-watt model offers a 14-50R
receptacle for 50-amp power cords. All
Champion portable generators come
equipped with standard 120-volt outlets
to plug in household appliances, lighting
and other accessories.

For added convenience, larger
Champion generators come equipped
with wheels and tow handles or a wheel
kit can be easily added. A wheel kit is
simple to add to the popular 4000-watt
model, which comes in 49-state and
CARB-compliant configurations.

Built-in voltage protection is also
key when plugging in your RV, with
its onboard appliances and electronics.
Champion’s Volt Guard, shuts off the

power when it senses a surge or spike, pro-
tecting both the generator and your appli-
ances and electronics.

Silent Sipper

Whether youe sitting in a rustic
campsite surrounded by Nature or elbow-
to-elbow at a race track, your generator
should be as quiet as possible. Champion
employs the latest technology to make
sure their generators don’t drown out your
conversation or keep you awake all night.
The 4000-watt models produce only 68
decibels at 23 feet. That’s quieter than
the average vacuum cleaner yet powerful
enough to run a 13,500 Btu RV air con-
ditioner. Inverter models like Champion’s
3100-watt and 2000-watt portables are
even quieter, producing 58 decibels and
53 decibels at 23 feet respectively.

Fuel economy matters too, of course,
since it’s sometimes inconvenient to stop
the generator to refill the fuel tank, leav-
ing the RV and its appliances temporar-
ily without power. Fuel-thrifty 4000-watt
Champion generators run for about 12
hours at 50% load using about four gal-
lons of gas. The 9500-watt model runs
about eight hours
at 50% load on
about six gal-
lons of gas. With
gas prices hover-
ing around $3.50
to $4 per gallon
depending  on
what area of the
country  youre
in, that’s a lot of
power for less
than $25.

The 3100 watt inverter-
equipped model
comes with wheels
and tow handle.

[ —

Two By Two

Versatility lets you get more use out of
your portable generatorin camp orathome.
Connecting two 2000-watt Champion in-
verter generators with a parallel operation
kit doubles your power output so you can
run a rooftop RV air conditioner in camp
or use just one unit when you need less
power, such as for lighting, charging laptop
and cell phone batteries or operating small
appliances. Use two generators when you
need it, one when less power will do, saving
fuel and money.

Another advantage of the Champion
2000-watt and the 3100-watt inverter-
equipped generators is the clean, smooth
power they produce. Comparable to
the electric power serving your home,
this steady, regulated power is pref-
erable for operation of entertain-
ment electronics, computers and other
power-sensitive accessories.

Easy Maintenance

Who wants to spend hours servicing
a generator that you could be spending
enjoying your RV vacation? Champion
generators are easy to maintain, with fea-
tures like the QuickDrain system that
gives you easy access to the oil drain plug.
They also feature gauges or indicators that
let you monitor basic functions such as
power output and operating hours so you
know when service is due.

More Power?

When choosing the generator that’s
best for your needs, tally up the wattage
requirements of the electrical accessories
you plan to use (usually listed on the ap-
pliance or in the owner’s manual). Allow
that you won’t be using everything at the
same time and remember that applianc-
es such as air conditioners require more
power for start-up. Your generator should
have sufficient output to not only start
your appliances but to keep them run-
ning, so make sure the generator’s peak
wattage and running wattage are both ad-
equate for the load.

Whether your portable power needs
are extensive or minimal, Champion has
a portable generator sized right for your
RV lifestyle. Champion portable genera-
tors are available at Camping World and
other retailers.




article by Bob Carpenter

PERFORMA
IMPROVERS

An aftermarket intake, exhaust or tuner adds horsepower and torque to most diesel

erformance equipment
isn't just for hot rods

anymore. Adding after-

market performance
parts to a tow rig might be just the
thing you need to get over that hill at a
comfortable 55 MPH, even when you've
loaded down the trailer for a long trip.
Or perhaps you'd appreciate an im-
provement in fuel economy. In any case,
passing other vehicles and entering
busy highways shouldn’t be a white-
knuckle experience. A little more power
can inspire confidence and make your
travels a lot more enjoyable.

You may have considered perfor-
mance parts before but were leery of
the claims of increased horsepower and
torque, better mileage and no warranty
concerns. We're here to clear this up
for you. First, we've gathered a bunch
of performance parts that you might
want to consider for your rig, plus we've
talked to multiple sources about what
you can expect to achieve. And we even
met with the industry association SEMA
(Specialty Equipment Market Associa-
tion) to learn more about government
regulations and how manufacturers are
complying with them.

For many years, performance en-
thusiasts have been increasing the
horsepower and torque of their engines
by adding an aftermarket intake,
exhaust and tuner. The trifecta package
was practically a given if someone was
interested in going beyond stock.
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LEGAL UPGRADES
The easiest, least expensive perform-
ance enhancer is a cold-air intake.
Cooler air is denser and packs more
punch in the combustion chamber

than warmer air and can even lower
exhaust gas temperature (EGT) a few
degrees, according to some manufac-
turers. Cold-air intakes often change
where the air is drawn from [in the
front rather than inside the fender, for
example) and include less-restrictive
air filters.

Next, factory settings can be reset

e o
Ty

so that the engine puts out more power
with a so-called tuner. Tuners run the
gamut from simple plug-and-play
units to elaborate color touch screens
that can display gauges that keep you
informed of parameters such as trans-
mission temperature and boost levels.
Most tuners have several settings, so
you can select the power level you'd like
to run. Some have a tow setting, while
others are safe for towing no matter
which level you choose.

Most of the tuners simply plug into
the under-dash connector (known as
the OBDII port), and after answering
some prompts (year, make, model,
engine, tire size, etc.), the tuner
reprograms the Power Control Module
(PCM) or Engine Control Module (ECM),
depending on the year of the vehicle.
Some allow you to adjust the automatic
transmission shift points and firmness,
some let you read, diagnose and clear

diagnostic trouble codes (that Check
Engine light on your dash), and some

) A) This AEM intake system is for 2011 to 2012 Chevrolet and GMC 2500 and 3500
trucks that run the 6.6-liter Duramax diesel engine. It features an enclosed
rotational molded plastic airbox, a two-piece air-intake tube and a high-
performance oil-free Dryflow air filter. B) A high-flow intake tube leads to a
custom intake box and Dryflow filter in this 2011 to 2012 Ram 6.7-liter Cummins
cold-air intake system from AEM. A polypropylene material with a high-heat
rating keeps the turbo’s extreme temperature out of the incoming air charge.

- AEM's testing showed an increase of 19 lb-ft of torque and 8.5 horsepower at

j 2,100 reM. C) Each hand-built Airaid product is designed to be a direct fit for the
application. Airaid says urethane casings make its filters impervious to heat,
fluids and contaminants. The company claims the 2013 GM HD family of trucks
can see a boost of 29 horsepower and 55 Lb-ft of torque using the MXP cold-air
intake system, which repositions the mass airflow sensors for less restriction.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURERS
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D) Swapping out the factory pressure-bent exhaust for a bigger, mandrel-bent system has long been a favorite way to pick up an easy 5
percent increase in power. When choosing an aftermarket system, such as this Banks Monster exhaust, you can often make changes to the
stock exhaust in regard to single pipes, dual pipes, dual tips and more. E) The enclosed housing of the Banks Ram Air intake system keeps
out hot engine air and provides a cooler intake charge. A more aerodynamic shape eliminates restrictions, and a larger, easily accessible
(and cleanable) air filter comes with a limited lifetime warranty.

even let you adjust the cooling fan on/off
temperatures. (See the evaluation of the
SCT/Bully Dog GT Tuner on page 63).

A performance exhaust system is
also a viable option for gasoline and
diesel-powered vehicles. These so-
called cat-back exhaust systems (which
bolt on after the catalytic converter)
often offer bigger, mandrel-bent
tubing and a less restrictive muffler (or
mufflers) that help reduce backpres-
sure and can improve both performance

F) Max Energy from Hypertech plugs
into the under-dash connector and
offers multiple tune programs and
other application-specific performance
features. Hypertech claims a 2 to 4 MpG
increase, and diesel users should see

a 176-horsepower bump and 289 lb-ft
torque increase. Hypertech’s Interceptor
takes the computer information, recon-
figures it and sends it back to the truck.
It tunes the engine as you drive. G) Juice
With Attitude, in both color screen and
color touch screen, is Edge’s premier
product line. The tuner controls timing
and duration of the injector firing to
deliver maximum horsepower. Users can
expect better fuel economy, on-the-fly
adjustability and monitoring capabilities.
H) The SCT/Bully Dog GT Tuner is an
engine tuner, monitor, gauge package
and diagnostic device all in one unit. It
features four on-the-fly power levels,
safety defueling and speedometer cali-
bration. It can also display more than 15
vehicle parameters and read and erase
diagnostic trouble codes.
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and mileage. This upgrade typically
comes with an improvement in sound,
and even appearance. Aside from a
polished chrome or stainless-steel tip,
different configurations are offered by
manufacturers, such as a split side or
split rear exit. And some even offer a
choice of material, such as galvanized,
aluminized steel or stainless steel.
Unfortunately, there isn’t a lot you
can do to the exhaust of 2008 to current
diesel trucks, which are equipped with

a diesel particulate filter, or DPF.
Polished tips or a “DPF-back” exhaust
kit is about it, but earlier trucks can still
take advantage of improvements with a
cat-back exhaust or even a turbo-back
exhaust system in states with 49-state
guidelines.

CHANGING DIESEL
REGULATIONS

In 2008, the EPA started requiring a
DPF on heavy-duty trucks (three-quar-




1) Injen has been very successful with filter and metal tube systems but recently decided to
join the full-airbox crowd for maximum protection and cool air. This new design from Injen
is for 2007 to 2010 GM Duramax 6.é-liter diesels. J) The Blackhawk from K&N Filters is

a new line that features a black powder-coated intake tube and reusable Dryflow filter.
That’s right, the pioneers of oiled air filters now offer a no-oil option.

ter-ton and up), and biannual smog
tests required the original exhaust
parts to be intact when the truck was
inspected. This threw the aftermarket
performance parts world for a loop, and
many are still trying to figure out where
they fit in. When some companies
offered “DPF Delete” options, the EPA
cracked down, and now nearly all
companies are towing the line. But you
can still find power and torque for your
rig. Many companies have taken the
time and expense to get their products
approved by the EPA, and they get
what's called an Exemption Order (EQ).
By using parts blessed with an EO, you

can enjoy improved performance and
still pass a smog test.

Which brings us to the emissions
equipment so many people want to
remove. It's important to realize that
not all of the smog-related equipment
that comes on a modern vehicle is bad.
Take the Selective Catalytic Reduction
technology that came into prominence

to help meet 2010 emissions standards.

The system uses Diesel Exhaust Fluid
(DEF), which is a combination of urea
and deionized water that is sprayed into
the exhaust stream of diesel vehicles
to break down NOx emissions into
harmless nitrogen and water. Because

K) The black section of this Chevrolet exhaust system shows what you get with the
Magnaflow 5-inch kit: better flow, smoother bends and the tough look that black portrays.
(L) Complete kits from MBRP include a high-flow down pipe and an exhaust that runs from
behind the DPF filter to the tip. MBRP also recently developed the Quiet Muffler specifically
for the needs of trailer enthusiasts.

FULL
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this system deals with the emissions at
the tailpipe (often called after-treatment
technology), manufacturers were able
to more aggressively tune the core
engine for more horsepower and better
fuel economy. The DEF is stored in a
separate tank and typically has a blue
filler cap; it never comes into contact
with diesel fuel in any way.
After-treatment technology also
means that aftermarket companies can
boost horsepower and torque without
affecting the level of NOx emissions, M) This 2012 to 2014 Ram Cummins air-intake system from S&B Filters was completely
and that's good news. computer-designed a_nd m_anufactu['ed in the USA. N) The inje_ction of water or a blend of
water and methanol into diesel engines has long been a favorite way to keep exhaust gas
temperatures down and increase power. Snow Performance offers complete kits that are
easy to install and include a digital controller that promises to improve mileage by 1 to 3 MPG.

WHAT ABOUT
WATER INJECTION?

Several companies are now offering

water injection as a way of increasing a colder, denser charge into the example, the company claims a 70-
power without affecting the DPF. Water combustion chamber. The benefits, horsepower improvement over stock
injection has been used for many besides more power, include better ona 2011 Ford F-350 6.7-liter Power
years, and even diesel engine inventor fuel economy and lower EGT. In fact, Stroke. Better yet, Snow claimsa 1to 3
Rudolph Diesel was purported to some say you can expect EGT thatis 250 | percentimprovement in fuel economy. A
have said, “Every diesel should have degrees cooler. small, steady spray of water is injected
water injection.” You can think of it Snow Performance specializes across the entire power curve (even

as a chemical intercooler, delivering in water/methanol injection, and, for at cruising speeds). The increase in

A L A4 4
o " Replace your
SAFECT ALERT  roiciim
> that are over DIILREE
rebate by replacing P

5years old! both alarms!

Have a safe tri;)!

20 MAIL-IN Dual carbon Monoxide/
REBATE® LP Gas Alarm
10 MA"_-lN Carbon Monoxide Alarm
s REBATE'
$10 MA"_-lN LP Gas Alarm
REBATE'

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World.
Also available at other RV retailers.

*$20 rebate available for Safe-T-Alert RV Dual Carbon Monoxide/LP Gas Alarm, $10 rebate available for Safe-T-Alert RV Carbon Monoxide Alarm and $10 rebate available for
Safe-T-Alert RV LP Gas Alarm. Alarm must be purchased between March 1, 2014 and September 30, 2014. Rebate must be postmarked by October 31, 2014. See rebate form for details.

Rebate form is available at SafeTAlertRebate.com
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combustion efficiency comes with no
need to increase the amount of diesel
going into the engine. Lower EGT

is one of the positive results. Water
injection does not leave a “signature”
on a truck’s computer, so there should
be no concern over warranty issues.
Snow Performance has units for diesel-
pusher RVs, too. Banks Engineering
also markets a water-injection system
for diesel engines.

WHY CAN’T GAS
ENGINES SEE THE
SAME GAINS AS
DIESELS?

Put simply, diesel and gas engines are
two different animals — they're built
differently, and they operate differ-
ently. Because of the high compression
used in the design of a diesel engine,
the bottom end and rotating assembly
(engine case, crank, rods, pistons) are
all far more stout in a diesel thanina
gasoline engine. And the direct injection

used in diesels is also far easier to tune.

The difference in fuels and the way
the two engines burn it is also a big
reason they can’t see the same gains.
For example, diesels burn hotter and
make more power when you add more
fuel to them (within reason). One manu-
facturer we talked to likened tuning
a diesel engine to stoking a coal fire
in a locomotive. By contrast, gasoline
engines are far more sensitive to a
correct air/fuel ratio; simply adding more
fuel can actually hurt performance.

Gasoline engines used in trucks and
SUVs don’t have nearly the compression
of a diesel engine and aren’t assisted
by a turbocharger. So the only way to
create the kind of horsepower gains in
a gas engine that you can see in a diesel
is to modify it dramatically with more
compression, a turbo/supercharger,
etc., which costs a lot and requires a
higher grade of fuel [premium or better)
to keep detonation at bay.

But that doesn’t mean you can't
see improvements in a gasoline
engine — it's just that the gains will

0) The Flashpaq from Superchips has a
host of user-controlled features and a
two-year limited powertrain warranty.
The company says you can expect better
shifting and throttle response, especially
when towing.

The “No Compromises” Toy Hauler.

This is the model you have been waiting for!
This awesome new floor plan is loaded with everything you
have been looking for in a full featured toy hauler. Whether you
are transporting your custom cruiser or podium winning race
bikes, surfboards or hunting gear, you can rest assured they
will be just as pampered as you will be after you arrive!

LANCECAMPER.COM

The All New 2015 2612 by Lance.

TAKE A TOUR
OF OUR PLANT

Discover The Lance Difference.

Lance Campers, Circle 124 on Reader Service Card
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WILL IT VOID THE WARRANTY?
Adding any aftermarket part can't lead to the voiding of the warranty. With that
said, however, it can have an affect on the warranty. In 1975, Congress enacted
the Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act to protect consumers from manufacturers who
were not honest in their warranty rejections. It's simply not enough to claim that
KN 0 c K 0 UT any aftermarket add-on is the cause of a defect in the vehicle; it must be proven.
And if proven, everything else that is protected under the warranty is still covered.

naSty maIOdorS Obviously, it is prudent to buy good quality parts designed specifically for your vehicle

with the from reputable aftermarket companies. Don't go for that $69 tuner on eBay.

POWER OF CITRUS

:CHEMISTRY

How SEMA Has Helped
SEMA was founded in 1963 as the Speed Equipment Manufacturers Association,
but a lot has changed since then, and the modern SEMA is a trade organization
for the automotive specialty market. The nonprofit organization is headquartered
in Diamond Bar, California, where the newest member benefit has unfolded: the
SEMA Garage. This garage allows member companies to use nearly $2 million
3 worth of parts, including a full aftermarket-part Executive Order (EQ) certification
ﬁEf ll m 'I lab, operated in partnership with the Automobile Club of Southern California.
We talked to SEMA's vice president of OEM and product development
' programs, Mike Spagnola, for more insight. “People tend to think it's only
California that has laws restricting what you can do to your tow rig’s driveline,”
Spagnola told us, “but it's more accurate to say that only California enforces it. But
other states are starting to enforce it.”
So aftermarket manufacturers have to pay attention and make sure their parts
are in compliance. To get an EO could take around $30,000, if they were paying a
regular lab to do the testing.
Put 40-inch tires on your rig, and then expect the dealer to replace the
NOdor worn-out ball joints, and you might not be getting your way. That is called “cause
Non-Aerosol Natural and affect.” The burden of proof for the damage, however, lies with the manu-
Odor Eliminator facturer. So if you put an aftermarket air intake on the truck, and the transmis-
sion later burns up a clutch pack, the dealer can’t get away with saying that the
Uses the fresh, natural power warranty doesn’t apply. One aspect of the Fed’s act is that it helps consumers
of citrus oils to clear foul odors resolve disputes in a timely and inexpensive way. Many times the Better Business
with just one spray Bureau is used to solve stalemates. Note that leased vehicles might not be covered
by the Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act.
Eliminates odors caused by: We also consulted the SEMA Action Network (SAN] for help with this question,
animals & pets, cooking, and it’s clear that adding performance parts can't “void” the warranty, but there’s
mold & mildew, tobacco smoke, plenty you should know. From the SAN website (www.semaactionnetwork.com):
trash containers, urine, vomit, “Federal law sets forth requirements for warranties and contains a number of
even skunk odor! provisions to prevent vehicle manufacturers, dealers and others from unjustly
denying warranty coverage. With regard to aftermarket parts, the spirit of the law
is that warranty coverage cannot be denied simply because such parts are present
on the vehicle or have been used. The warranty coverage can be denied only if the
= llr R aftermarket part caused the malfunction or damage for which warranty coverage
is sought. Disputes in this area usually boil down to arguments over facts and
technical opinions, rather than arguments over interpretations of the law.”
SEMA is actively helping aftermarket companies get certified by the California
Air Resources Board (CARB) so that their products can be sold in all 50 states.
The SEMA Garage is a premier automotive research and testing facility that can
measure vehicle fuel efficiency, exhaust emissions, drive-wheel horsepower and
other auto-related tests at a reduced cost. One of the core capabilities of the SEMA
RVAILAD Jut Garage is emissions testing related to obtaining CARB EO certification. Automobile
DEALERS NATIONWIDE Club technicians are responsible for all automotive and emissions testing and

o — act as unbiased third-party entities, an essential component of independent
LEARN MORE AT == MADEIN .
3XCHEMISTRY.COM —R4I automotive tests.

3X Chemistry, Circle 102 on Reader Service Card
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P) The Stryker from TS Performance is

an injector duration module that gives a
cleaner, more efficient burn in the cylinders
without shortening the life of the DPF.

The company claims the unit will add up

to 200 Lb-ft of torque and 135 horsepower
on the 2013 to 2014 Ram 6.7-liter Cummins-
powered truck. Plus, it offers plug-and-play
installation.

not be as dramatic. Cold-air intakes
and exhaust systems apply to gasoline
engines, too, and a tuner can do more
than just increase power. For example,
5-Star Tuning specializes in Ford's
gasoline V-10 Triton engine that shows
up in a huge number of pickups and
motorhomes. Mike Butler of 5-Star
says he uses the SCT tuner to improve
fuel economy but also to afford a better
driving experience. The shift points
can be modified, and driving on cruise
control can be greatly improved, as

the transmission will no longer hunt
endlessly for the right gear at exactly
65 MPH. In other words, adding a tuner
to a gasoline engine is not just about
power increases.

WILL IT FIT?

Back in the day, aftermarket parts
were notorious for questionable fitting
issues. In fact, a common expression
among performance enthusiasts was,
“Bolt-on parts don’t.” But today, with
the increased use of sophisticated 3D
measuring devices and computer-
assisted design, nearly every part on the
market bolts right on with no need to
get a hammer out of the toolbox. Since
SEMA has a bevy of technological tools
and shares measurement information
with members, there’s really no excuse
anymore for bolt holes not to line up.

w

 UNINTERRUP
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MA}(IMEANGE WITHATITAN™ FUEL SYSTEM.

Trailer courtesy of Hathaway RV.

2 WEEK FREE

HEARING AID TRIAL®
+Price Match Guarantee*

HITTING
THE ROAD?

We have you covered no matter where it takes you.

Connect Hearing is not only the place to go for the best state-of-the-art digital hearing aids
in the country we are also one of the largest hearing healthcare centers in the US.

This means should you need assistance with your hearing aids _,- "')
when you are on the road, simply visit our nearest location /
and you can rest assured you will be well taken care of.

Call or visit us before you hit the road or go online
to find Connect Hearing centers along your route.

Stay Connected. Call or visit us today!
1.888.710.1677 » connecthearing.com

Phonak Naida S

Hearing

YOUR HEARING PROFESSIONALS

*Certain tfrpes of hearing loss may require a hearing aid model that is not appropriate for the Two Week Free Trial. See clinic
for detais. Lyric excluded. + As a member of the Connect Hearing network, if we don't already have the lowest price, we will
match any valid competitor quote or advertised price on hearing aids within 60 days of purchase.

Show Your Card & Savej

Titan Fuel Tanks, Circle 137 on Reader Service Card

Connect Hearing, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card
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Cypress Trail, Circle 111 on Reader Service Card

Y. FHTGT T

SERREHERET
-1

The Only T1|ng Mlssmg is YouI

Picture yourself with all the fun, friends and a new home wuiting for you at Cypress
Trail RV Resort, the newest luxury RV Resort in beautiful Southwest Florida.
Newly opened phase being offered, starting at just $49,900*. Call or visit today!
Come join the fun!
* Large 35" x 90 lots in a gated community with sidewalks. Lakefront or back-in sites available.
* Only South Florida RV Resort with certified nature trails in our own nature preserve. Two large lakes available.
* (lubhouse, heated pool, spa, tennis, tournament-quality bocce and pickle ball courts, shuffleboard and more.
* Hard-wired fiber cable TV/Internet at each site and WIFI af clubhouse.
* Conveniently located east of I-75, a short drive from Exit 139.
Best of all, we welcome most types of RVs!

(*available for a limited time) g

TRAIL

The Irml fhat leads home!
(239) 333-3246 - www.CypressTrailRV.com

Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correcly stating representations of the developer. All amenities are subject to change without notice.
For correct representations, make reference to the documents required by section 718.503 Florida Statutes, to be furnished by a developer to a buyer.

OWNER
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Hook it up Yourself with a
WIRELESS CAMERA /

Wireless Trailer Hitch Camera
* 100% Wireless & Portable = Trailers (Boat, Camper,
= Easy—Installs in Seconds! ~ Horse, ATV, Livestock
* Magnetic & Submersible and More)

Camera $ 1 49 wiFree US Shipping

Info/Buy Now: 1-877-298-2055 or
visit our website at: SAVE $15 Today! Use Promo Code TL914

PERFORMANCE
IMPROVERS

CONCLUSION

We hope we've cleared up some mis-
conceptions about aftermarket per-
formance tuning parts and spurred
you into continuing to research what
is available for your specific rig. We've
included quite a few examples to get
you started in your search for just the
right parts to make your traveling
better, but near-endless combinations
are available for your tow vehicle. &

SOURCES

AEM Induction Systems
800-992-3000, www.aempower.com

aFe Power
(Advanced Flow Engineering)
951-493-7155, www.afepower.com

Airaid
800-498-6951, www.airaid.com

Banks Power
800-601-8072, www.bankspower.com

Diamond Eye
800-635-9950
www.diamondeyeperformance.com

Edge Products
888-360-3343, www.edgeproducts.com

Hypertech
901-382-8888, www.hypertech-inc.com

Injen
909-839-0706, www.injen.com

K&N Filters
800-858-3333, www.knfilters.com

MBRP
888-636-7223, www.mbrp.com

S&B Filters
909-947-0015, www.sbfilters.com

SCT/Bully Dog
940-783-9914, www.bullydog.com

Superchips
888-227-2447, www.superchips.com

Snow Performance
866-365-2762
www.snowperformance.net

TS Performance
270-746-9999, www.tsperformance.com

iBall Hitch Cam, Circle 131 on Reader Service Card

www.iballhitchcam.com
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TAILGATE

KICKOFF SALES EVENT!

NOW THRU SEPTEMBER 10TH!

NEW 2014 COLEMAN

COLEMAN cTs15BH
MSRP $15995 SAVE $3,000
STK. #CHN537190

Based on 10% down @ 5.50% APR for 144 mos.

NEW 2014 FOREST RIVER

WILDCAT 317rRL

MSRP $52,694 SAVE $12,699
STK. #CRV485716

Based on 10% down @ 499% APR for 180 mos.

-

ot S,
ELITE MEMBER (ZP

GoodSamClub.com

WITH
ON ALL NEW & PRE-OWNED RVS!

n o=
3

NEW 2014 CROSSROADS

ZINGER 288H
MSRP $32,972 SAVE $12,975
STK. #CH477387

Based on 10% down @ 5.50% APR for 144 mos.

NEW 2014 KEYSTONE

COUGAR 327RES
MSRP $52,590 SAVE $7,595
STK. #CNW1024695

Based on 10% down @ 499% APR for 180 mos.

NEW 2014 KEYSTONE

PREMIER 30Rre

MSRP $44,585 SAVE $15,586
STK. #LAK479424

Based on 10% down @ 499% APR for 180 mos.

NEW 2014 JAYCO

EAGLE PREMIER 351RrLTS

MSRP $72,574 SAVE $17,579
STK. #GB494103

Based on 10% down @ 499% APR for 180 mos.

FINANCING AVAILABL
866-9-RV-CENTER | CWRVS.com

*Government fees state taxes and dealer fees as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state {(Not applicable in CA, OH, TX, TN, GA or UT). Inventory and floorplans vary by location,
not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. Contact your area dealer for availability. * *All payments to qualified buyers with approved credit. Subject to lender terms. “On select models. Available to qualified
buyers based on lender credit qualifications. Down payment may be required. **Based on Statistical Surveys 2013. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be

"/ combined with any other offer and not applicable to prior sales. Offers valid at any Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. Offers expire 9/10/14. FR032804-0614




SEE STORE OR
CALL FOR SPECIAL
PRICING!

EU2000i Companion™
CARB Compliant #43844
" 540 59 | @

More models available.

Call, visit CampingWorld.com,

or visit a SuperCenter near
you for more models.

Only 13.5"H x 14.3" dia.!

CLUB SALE W;
5499 Reg. $549 ~TOOON

NEW!Pathway™ X1 Portable Satellite Antenna
Black #75143 White (not shown) #74562
Automatically finds satellite. SD/HD DISH®
compatible. | #% 520 $9 | @

Only Pay fo,

th
Months yo,, Us:|
Designed for
the RVer

_t

525 INSTANT REBATE!

Offer valid through 9/7/14
Csl.UB SALE s7 l 95
Reg. $109.99

DISH® ViP® 211z Satellite Television Receiver #73912 e
Offers high-definition and DISH® Pay-As-You-Go Programming. Compatible with all
DISH-specific antennas and most mobile satellite antennas. | Ship Wt. 4 |bs. | @

¢ Propane powered

" 12,000 BTUs
' 280 sq. in. porcelain
v enamel coated cast
iron cooking surface

Use it as a grill
stand or as a trolley!

CLUB SALE

522999 Reg. $259.99

Q° Portable Propane Grills & Accessories by Weber®

@ Q° 2000 #72901 (Mfr. #53060001)

280 sq. in. cooking surface. 12,000 BTU. Push button ignition.
" 536 $9 | @

© Qe Portable Cart #72899 (Mfr. #6557)

Use it as a grill stand or as a trolley with any Q® model grill
(not compatible with 100/200 series Weber® grills).

Club SALE $69.99 Reg. $79.99 | % $9

CLUB SALE
199"
Reg. $299.99 L] ' 0%
Dometic® Portable Stainless
Steel Ice Maker, Large #55033 ‘ 1111://:':‘:}
2 1a.

Makes 12 cubes in 14 minutes!
LED touchpad controls. | #% $30 $9 | @

@& Good Sam Club

NEW! EXCLUSIVE 2014 GOOD SAM CLUB BENEFIT!

INSTALLATION!

rws WE'LL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S

INSTALLED PRICE ORIT’S FREE! -

- * - o

/5%install

CA033004



= Prices good through SePtembel"-7;- 2014

?:.-Q'I'AI'I.GA'I'ING GEAR!
YV(?RLD

HOT DEAL!
Mesh fabric “breathes” - . 24Y"W ® 3

to keep you cool T > :' ;
iy ¢ /Il FREE THETFORD
| TOILET TISSUE :: -

WITH PURCHASE OF THETFORD @&
AQUA-KEMP® SIX 8 OZ. BOTTLES (#4160)

=i CLUB SALE

CLUB SALE sl 247

CLUB SALE mEscty S 97
eg. $53. Reg. $14.
56797 Sy P 44’ . g $53.49 eg. $14.99

© Fernwood Folding Chair Thetford All-Season
@ Fernwood Mesh Recliner #52738/69706 & Table Set #52737/69703 Aqua-Kem® Six 8 oz.
Removable pillow, thumb lock armrests and Folding chair and table match the bottles #4160 | Ship Wt. 4 lbs.
non-slip leg protectors. Velcro® strap keeps Fernwood Recliner (#52738/69706).
recliner folded. | #% 532 $9 | @ - 520%9 | @

T
Rt

ll

AT
CLUB SALE Take-Out Seat #74249 gI.UB SAI'9E7
4991 Foldable footrest plus foldable side 69 Reg. $84.99
tray with cup holder. Seat contains a L :

Reg. $64.99 removable cushion for extra comfort at Folding Table with Bins #60256 |
the stadium. | Ship Wt. 14 lbs. | @ Aluminum frame. Bins store
inside folded table for easy
transport. 60 |b. load capacity.
Bonus removable - 518 $9 Legs adjust to
cushion! 4 heights

Folded

I-'DO'I'BALL' -’

FRIDAY, AUG. 22 m' .. 4
? (to the first 50 customers)

'SATURDAY, AUG. 23

““s‘. ENTER TO WIN THE ULTIMATE
| 4 TAILGATING PACKAGE! NOW THRU SEPT, 7™

Visit any Camping World SuperCenter nationwide or go to
CampingWorld.com/Tailgate to enter and for complete details and rules.

No purchase necessary. Must be US or Canadian resident 18 or older. Void where prohibited.

o
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Whether your RV is stored in a hot, cold or rainy climate — or all three — it's

ver find yourself surrounded by yellowing fiberglass?

How about a cracked awning? Or how about caked-on

insects and bird droppings? These are all symptoms

of one of the most inexcusable — and easily prevent-
able — oversights in the RV lifestyle. Simply put, protecting
your RV with a suitable cover is absolutely necessary for
prolonging the integrity of the rig’s structure, not to mention
keeping it looking good.

But not everyone is convinced. The number of uncovered
rigs at RV-storage facilities near my central Texas home
bewilders me, especially considering that the temperature
can vary by 50 to 60 degrees in a matter of hours. That's a

RV from the harsh e ]
protect the interior from UV exposure as well.

82 TRAILERLIFE September 2014

dangerous game when it comes to protecting the exterior
of your investment.

“UV and sun damage can be quite severe over time,
especially in the southern United States,” says Lyndon Pohl,
director of marketing for vehicle-cover manufacturer Eevelle.
“UV rays can break down exterior finishes such as paint, and
also plastics and joint caulking. The results can be anything
from faded and peeling paint to a leaky roof.”

But the damage doesn’t stop on the outside. “Another
factor to consider is that the interior of the vehicle can be
damaged from prolonged UV exposure as well,” says Pohl.
“All of the interior plastics are subject to fading and cracking




article by Kristopher Bunker

AP!

smart to keep it covered

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURERS

and becoming brittle. The same is true
of the interior fabrics. Exposure to direct
sunlight will fade materials and cause
premature wear.”

Ideally, the way to avoid all that
nasty sun damage is to unhitch your
RV in a climate-controlled garage and
keep it free from the harsh extremes
of seasonal weather. But we here in
the real world understand that “ideal”
is often far-fetched, so “near-ideal”
becomes more of a reality. Sheltering
your RV with a good-quality, nicely fitting
cover is the closest you can come to the
protection afforded by a covered garage,
and it's exponentially more practical —
and more affordable than you may think.

With wide-ranging prices beginning
around $200 and rising well higher than
$1,000 for certain (valuable) additions,
there’s virtually no reason you shouldn’t
invest in an investment to protect your
investment (whew!). And because of
that wide range in prices, you should
contact each manufacturer individu-
ally with precise measurements (see
“Measuring Up” on page 84) and a list of
your weather-related requirements.

Be sure to do your homework,
and beware of cheap knockoff brands
often available at big-box stores and
X-marts, as they may degrade with time
and exposure to the elements and can
damage to your RV's finish.

Now that that's clear, here’s a look
at some of the top RV cover manufac-
turers in the business, along with their
best product offerings.

Designer Series
SFS AquaShed

Designer Series
DuPont Tyvek

ADCO

ADCO RV covers are available in universal and custom configurations. “If the
consumer is on more of a budget or doesn’t know how long they will own their RV,”
says Morgan Ein, managing partner at ADCO Products, “there are two universal-
fit options”: ADCO’s Designer Series SFS AquaShed for short-term storage or
moderate climates with more rain than sun, and the Designer Series DuPont Tyvek
for long-term storage in high-UV or snow locations. Both RV cover lines feature
three-ply polypropylene side walls and roofs of either SFS AquaShed fabric or
high-density Tyvek synthetic material.

Three layers of fabric comprise the SFS AquaShed roof, with two outer layers of
polypropylene and a microporous high-tech-film middle layer that allows moisture
to pass through while enabling proper breathing.

The Tyvek roof material is engineered to block up to 98 percent of dirt and
dust particles larger than 3 microns and up to 99.8 percent of damaging UV rays,
according to DuPont. Tyvek is also resistant to solvents, acids and alkalis, offering
the RV improved protection from bird droppings and acid-type rain. The off-white
fabric is available in both contour-fit and custom-fit configurations.

ADCO’s custom-fit covers feature woven-acrylic Sunbrella fabric by Glen Raven
Mills, making them resistant to cold cracking. The tan or gray color of the fabric is
woven into the fibers, which enhances fade-resistance. Ein recommends Sunbrella
fabric “for anyone who plans to own their RV for many years and wants a perfectly
tailored fit.” ADCO products are available at Camping World.

ADCO Products, 800-541-2326, www.adcoprod.com

CALMARK

Calmark custom-tailored
covers are made to order for
the dimensions of individual
RVs. All Calmark covers are
manufactured using acrylic-
woven Sunbrella fabric,
meaning they are highly
UV-rated, breathable and
water-, mold- and mildew-
resistant. Calmark covers offer
a zippered door, polyester
tie-down straps, and buckles

Custom

s
i&\ Calmark cover
—
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Custom Calmark cover

and grommets for improved wind protection, plus a six-year warranty.

Perhaps most importantly, all Calmark covers feature the company’s exclusive
Fabric Stress Reinforcement (FSR), which utilizes 2-inch-wide, 1,000-pound-rated
webbing sewn approximately every 4 feet across the inside top and connected to the
side panels. FSR provides the necessary support to offset added weight and stress
on the covers caused by wind, rain, snow and ice, according to the company.
Calmark Cover Company, 800-838-7236, www.calmarkcovers.com

UltraShield J

CAMCO

Intended for use in warm, sunny regions, Camco’s UltraShield cover features a
three-year warranty and provides protection for stored RVs with what the company
calls the lightest-weight cover in the industry. The tear-resistant woven material
allows the cover to slide on easily. The breathable design is intended to improve
air circulation, resist mold and mildew growth, and reduce wind lofting and inside
moisture. Other features include a self-adjusting hold-down system to prevent
flapping plus a storage bag.

Recommended for cold, snowy regions, Camco’s UltraGuard cover features
a triple-layer SFS top panel designed to bead water on contact for maximum
resistance to rainfall and snow. Tough interlocking seams and heavy-duty poly-
propylene fabric around the sides increase durability, while the vented design
resists mold and mildew, reduces buffeting and minimizes moisture. Like the
UltraShield cover, UltraGuard comes with an integrated self-adjusting hold-down
system and a storage bag.
Camco Manufacturing, 800-334-2004, www.camco.net

hen it comes to measuring

an RV before purchasing a
cover, it's best to listen to what
the pros say. We spoke with Mor-
gan Ein, managing partner at
ADCO Products, and he offered
some in-depth tips based on his
years of experience:

“Many consumers hesitate
in making that cover purchase
because they are not confident
that they will purchase the
correct product. There are two
main areas of concern for these
folks: buying the right size and
buying the right fabric for their
climate (see “Know Your Fabrics”
on page 87). For sizing, it's
important to hand measure the
overall length of the unit. It's a
mistake to assume that the RV
is a certain length based on the
model number of the vehicle.
They rarely match.

“Measuring can be simple.
Think about what a bird’s-eye
view of the RV would be. When
you look down on your RV from
the sky, you would want to
know the overall length from
the longest two points, be it a
bumper, spare tire or ladder.
Hitches [A-frames] can be
excluded for measuring trailers.

If the consumer finds the overall

length to be right on the border
of two sizes of covers, use the
bigger model. There are built-in
features to take up any extra
slack in the material.

“Once a true length is
determined, [one should]
consider what fabric or model
RV cover would best be suited
to the storage location of the RV.
Consumers who plan on owning
their RV for many years will save
time and money in the long run
by investing in a custom-fit RV
cover. These are made to order
[based on] the exact specs of
the RV. They fit better and last
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE COMPETITIVE RATES!
PURCHASE OR REFINANCE your RV with APRs" as low as 4.25%"

4.25: g 4.79x%

on loan amounts of on loan amounts of

550K+ >25k-249.999

APR is fixed for the entire loan term. Lower rates with shorter loan terms are available.
Rates are accurate as of June 17, 2014. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. See website for current rates and terms.

Now is the time...

Purchase a new or pre-owned RV or refinance your
existing RV loan with competitive rates. Good Sam
Finance Center has experienced RV associates ready to

provide fast, convenient, and flexible service to make the
process hassle-free so you can focus on enjoying your RV.

Thinking of Purchasing...

Did you know that Good Sam Finance Center offers
financing for private party and dealer purchases?
Whether you are purchasing an RV from your neighbor
or dealer down the street or across country, we have the
RV financing you may need.

Thinking of Refinancing...

If youd like to take advantage of the current interest
rates and the potential to reduce your monthly
payments, refinancing your existing RV loan may make
financial sense - get the ball rolling today!

Are you a Full-Timer?

Good Sam Finance Center offers financing for the
perfect RV to call home. Contact us for rates and
terms for full-timer financing.

1-800-444-1476

mention priority code 533

GoodSamRVLoans.com/533 ]

RV Loans

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. Loans not available in all states.
Minimum loan amount may vary by state.

** APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be
2004 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 2006 model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being
established per NADA Used Wholesale Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. This offer is not available to applicants who use
their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer); visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms. Financing provided through Good Sam Finance Center.
© 2014 Good Sam Finance Center. GRL32879 - 0614

@EQUAL HOUSING LENDER
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CLASSIC ACCESSORIES

Classic Accessories offers three lines
of RV covers for varying degrees of
protection. The entry-level PolyPro 1
line features one-ply non-woven
polypropylene that is lightweight, fast-
drying, highly breathable and scratch-
resistant. Construction includes
elasticized bottom corners and
integrated D-rings at ropes to

help secure the cover to the vehicle.

A storage sack and two-year warranty
round out the PolyPro’s features.

The PolyPro 3 offers the same
benefits but adds three-ply non-woven
polypropylene to the roof panel for
enhanced protection and breathability.
A polyethylene film layer between two
polypropylene fabric sheets comprises
the water-repellent roof material.
Additional features include a three-year
warranty, multiple tension panels for a
snug fit, three to five full-length panels
to allow access to vehicle doors and
bump-outs, and from one to three vents

PermaPro

on each side to promote air circulation,
reduce moisture buildup and mildew,
and decrease lofting.

The top-shelf PermaPro line is
made of what Classic calls “super-
strong single-ply polyester with a
ripstop grid pattern.” The polyester is
quick-drying, lightweight, extremely
durable and slips easily over the RV
and accessories. The fabric has been

UV-treated to increase fade-resistance
and weather-treated to repel rain and
snow. PermaPro offers an integrated
undercarriage system with click-close
straps for wind security, multiple
tension panels, five to seven full-length
zippered panels, three vents to reduce
wind buffeting and a four-year warranty.
Classic Accessories, 800-854-2315,
www.classicaccessories.com

POWERFUL
PERFORMANCE

BIO-PAK " DEODORIZER & WASTE DIGESTERSSSs '
Rapidly breaks down waste and all brands of toilet paper.

Environmentally friendly and septic tank safe.

PORTA-PAK" [ AVENDER BREEZE

Now you can choose the world’s #1 portion control holding

tank deodorizer with a fresh lavender fragrance.

PORTA-PAK" HOLDING TANK DEODORIZER

The original portion control product that revolutionized the industry.

Naothing to measure or pour.. Just Drop It In!

ON SALE NOW for G

86 TRAILERLIFE September 2014




WeatherShield HD

COVERCRAFT

Covercraft manufactures made-to-order covers in three
fabrics. Customers submit their RV's measurements and
protection needs for a custom-made cover.

Covercraft's Ultra'tect covers are designed to retain
their color and strength in extended outdoor exposure,
while providing a high degree of water-resistance and UV
protection. Ultra’tect covers were developed in partnership
with Safety Components Fabric Technologies Inc. (SCFTI), a
U.S. textile firm and leader in woven fabric technology with
roots going back more than 100 years.

Developed primarily for intense sun environments and
long-term storage, Covercraft's WeatherShield HD covers use
UV-resistant polyester woven by Glen Raven Mills, makers of
Sunbrella fabric.

V covers come in a variety of fabrics, and each type
has its own benefits. At first glance, buyers may
become confused because of the different nomenclature

used by each brand, but they all follow virtually the same
principles, with added benefits and increasingly more
complex names as the price goes up.

Generally, most covers begin with polypropylene, a
thermoplastic polymer (think blanket of pliable material)
that is lightweight, fast-drying and resistant to many
types of acids such as those found in bird droppings.

Some covers also include the familiar polyester, known
for wrinkle resistance, durability and high color retention.

The bond between the two fabrics is the prefix “poly,”
which means many. A polymer is a large molecule
comprised of many subunits, and RV covers are
comprised of complex synthetic materials, the further
description of which would likely lull you into a deep,
dark sleep. Suffice to say, the poly prefix generally means
rugged and durable.

Other materials include the coveted Sunbrella fabric,
interwoven with durable acrylic for added longevity, as
well as manufacturers’ own “secret” blends
of synthetics for improved weather-
resistance.

——
TRRC
presents

OF THE

RV's Are
At The Mercy

Available In
Hardwires, Portables
RV Coam":alible
hutomaic Tramsfe Surge Guard Protects
- Your RV Against:
Power Surges
Over/Under Voltage
Mis-Wired Pedestal
Open Neutral

SurGe GuARD”>

RV Power Protection
Don't Plug-In Without It!

Perfect for Pop-ups and Travel Trailers!
Surge Guard 30A and 50A Surge Protectors
Identifies Faulty Park Power
Analyzes Circuits to verify pedestal power

2100 Joules - 30A Model 44260
4200 Joules - 50A Model 44270

=Pull’

ON SALE NOW! PLUS, $59 INSTALLATION at Camping World for Good Sam Club Members. Also available at other RV retailers.
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— IT'SAWRAP!

Covercraft's Sunbrella covers provide protection and
years of service in intense sun climates, where UV rays can
rapidly degrade the RV's paint and interior. Because of its
unique construction process and use of naturally UV-resistant
acrylic fibers, Sunbrella is the recognized leader in long-
wearing marine fabrics for bimini boat tops, sail covers and
deck enclosures.

Covercraft Industries
800-426-8377, www.rvcoversu.com

Performance COVE RQU EST

Poly-Guard

W < CoverQuest is an online retailer that offers both ADCO
2 products (see page 83) and Carver Covers.

Carver Covers are made from marine-grade loom-
woven 8-ounce polyester known as Performance Poly-Guard.
The haze-gray fabric offers what CoverQuest calls “the
highest tear-strength available” and is highly UV- and fade-
resistant. Poly-Guard is also water-repellent and mildew-
resistant while remaining breathable to allow moisture to
escape. The cover features a five-year warranty.

This fall CoverQuest will offer new products from Carver
Covers at www.carvercovers.com.

CoverQuest, 888-726-9300, www.coverquest.com

. w
Pure Shower Genius™

Save \Water.
Stay Longer.

Great trips make great memories.

The one thing you don't want to
remember is cold, weak RV showers. \
With the Oxygenics BodySpa shower \
head, you get a POWERFUL SPRAY

REGARDLESS OF PRESSURE aond a % ﬁa"
¥

highly efficient use of water that keeps
your tanks lasting longer. So you can

Also available in White

focus on the really important things. and Brushed Nickel

FOR ALL OF LIFE'S INCLUDES
ADVENTUROUS MOMENTS. SMARTPAUSE" VALVE

HOLDER & HOSE

GOOD SAM cLuB MEMBERS SAVE UP TO 25%

avaiLABLE oNy aT 42 CAMPING WORLD
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Expedition

EEVELLE

Eevelle offers universal covers at varying price points
designed for the RV market. All covers feature straps every
3to 4 feet for securing to the RV, and vents in the fabric help
combat wind buffeting, in addition to allowing moisture to
pass through to help fight mold and mildew. The covers are
treated with a No. 8 UV finish to minimize sun damage.
Expedition covers, Eevelle’s most popular brand, are
made of lightweight polypropylene and feature straps, roof
vents and a zippered side entry. The roof is made of a three-

Goldline

layer waterproof fabric. Eevelle also uses a proprietary
Durapel weather-finish additive for improved protection.
Expedition covers carry a three-year warranty. Look for the
new, improved Expedition S2 lineup this fall.

Eevelle's flagship Goldline covers are made of a durable
marine fabric and offer all the features of the Expedition.

Available from Amazon.com and various retailers, Eevelle
covers are made in 2-foot increments, offering a snug fit not
found in other universal covers, according to the company.
Eevelle, 760-434-2231, www.eevelle.com &

' JUST wnar THE
DOCTOR ORDERED!

Battery Doctor® Battery Accessories

~ Battery Doc” 6/12 Volt Smart Charger
« Fully automatic 3-stage 300mA charger
» Charges both 6-volt and 12-volt batteries
» LED display indicates charging status

» Features reverse hook-up protection

» Includes ring terminal and alligator clips

Battery Disconnect Switches

» Disconnect batteries quickly and easily o

» Stop unwanted battery drain o

» Help prevent theft, tampering and unauthorlzed use

L]
Battery Doc™ 12-Volt Automatic Smart Charger
» Fully automatic 3-stage 1.25 amp 12-volt charger
o Charges and maintains wet-cell and fully sealed lead acid
batteries, gel-cell batteries, AGM and deep cycle batteries
o LED display indicates charging status
. Features reverse hook -up protection

CA032071

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.




Best Outdoor Gear for

Coleman® NXT .
Voyager™ Grill Coleman®NXT

200 Grill

« Propane powered—connects

to onboard RV propane system
* 8,500 BTU
*168 sq. in cooking surface
e Includes 10' low pressure quick
connect hose

*33%"H open

o Taller lid design—44" from
top of grill to lid

* Metal side tables

* 20,000 BTU cooking power

* 321 5q. in. cooking surface

« Dual Eventemp burner with
heat core

» Removable grease cup

« 2-piece rubber/nylon wheels

>

Stands 37/2"H x
36"W x 27/2"D

Coleman® NXT 50 Propane
Grill with Stand

Folds to 40"L x
27/2"W x 13%"H

e Lid and collapsible legs N .
latch securely for easy Coleman’NXT Accessories

Stands 33/2"H x

: “h transport
RORX15:°D 8,500 BTU Coleman®NXT Griddle
ey (;f‘?nﬂ%"éizng Heavy-duty porcelain-coated steel. 134" x 13"
I;Ucflza;ees —— Coleman’® Pot Support
pressure Euick Heavy-duty steel. 122" x 13V/4". Griddle Pot Support
connect hose
Folds to 35/4"L x Coleman” Half Gallon Jug Col B
174"W x 18'/4"H o oleman
1%;} s 45-Quart
CiE Wheeled
Cooler
Coleman’®4-in-1 Use tables together,
separately or use as 17V2"H x
Coleman® Outdoor Tﬂa-l');l-e_s___ _ alongbuffet 17/"W x 18"D
e T == - 3
= = Coleman TR VARY
16-Quart x10%2"D Four cup holders
molded into lid

Excursion

Coleman’ Instant Screen e
f’#‘f—m-ﬂihh

T 1 ’ Ty T

Setsup in i ’
less than / { 3 W 15'x 13
60 seconds y F

Cool mesh
back panel

Built-in cup holder Adjusts to
3 different heights

CA032072TL

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.




Camp, Backyard or Tai

Coleman®
Roadtrip
Classic Grill

WAL
i 8

Use without legs
on a tabletop

Coleman’ Fold N Go Grill

6,000 BTU cooking power
120 sq. in. cooking surface
e Folds to 14"L x 12"W x 6/4"H
e Uses disposable cylinders

20,000 BTU cooking power

« 285 s5q. in. cooking surface

« Stable, wide-base legs fold
for storage

e Uses disposable cylinders

Grated ™
Griddle

Coleman’
Roadtrip
LXE Grill

g

I

=m

* 20,000 BTU cooking power

* 285 sq. in. cooking surface

« Stable, wide-base legs fold
for storage

« Easy-glide wheels for
portability

« Uses disposable cylinders

Coleman® Roadtrip Accessories

Duffel Bag

Grated Griddle, 13" x 13"
Big Griddle, 26'2" x 13"
Griddle, 13" x 13"

=

Coleman’ Gladiator Series
2-Burner Propane Stove

24,000 BTU cooking power
« Folds to 24"L x 13"W x 5"H
e Includes 2 griddles

77"L x 30"W x 6"H
inflated P
.
# Coleman’
. Cot Size Airbed

Outdoor Living is What We Do Best!




article by Bill and Jenn Gehr photos by Bob Livingston

THE BUMPS

Joy Rider Shock System bolts onto trailer and fifth-
wheel suspensions without special tools or welding

hen it comes to trailer suspen-
sions, not much has changed since
our grandfathers first hitched up.

A'typical trailer suspension is comprised of
leaf springs and common hardware. When
attached to a frame, the ride is not much
better than an old buckboard, leaving stored
items in disarray and a lot to be desired.

An alternative to harsh ride quality is one
of the independent or air suspensions that
are on the market, but these systems are
cumbersome to add after the fact and usually
require specialized equipment and highly
trained technicians for installation. In addition,
for proper long-term performance, routine
maintenance is critical and often overlooked
by the owner.

A new company on the scene, RV Im-

i

iy

The complete Joy Rider
Shock System includes
everything needed for

a successful at-home
installation with the use
of tools that many people
already have.

provement Systems, has just introduced the
Joy Rider Shock System that is destined to
change the way trailers and fifth-wheels
ride — without follow-up maintenance. The
system uses heavy-duty, gas-charged shock
absorbers that are suspended on unique
bolt-on brackets that not only look nice but
also keep the shocks in the proper position
for optimum performance.

Shock angle is the critical factor. Heavy-
duty gas shocks damp the suspension during
compression and rebound, rather than just
compression. There are a few trailer manu-
facturers that add shock absorbers to their
towable RV suspensions but, unfortunately,
many of these kits are installed at angles that
make the shocks virtually ineffective. Think
of it as a placebo for the chassis.




The optimum angle for a heavy-
duty gas shock absorber is 40 degrees
or less. Beyond 45 degrees, other
problems start to arise, and shock
absorbers could begin to lose oil from
the reservoir until they no longer
function. At this point, they lose rebound
and damping control, neutralizing their
intended effect.

Not only do the Joy Rider brackets
present the shocks in a straighter
angle, but the design also incorporates
a 15-degree outward angle to help
mitigate irritating side-to-side motion.
This added stability will be especially
noticeable when navigating off-camber
driveways or uneven roadways, potholes
and bridge decks. The Joy Rider
Shock System also angles the shock
absorbers toward each other, instead
of in the same direction as is commonly
seen. This specific angle helps control
axle rollup during hard braking. Axle
rollup occurs when increased pressure
on the front axle decreases pressure on
the rear axle, causing it to hop.

The adjustable bracket system is
designed to fit most single, double and
triple-axle suspensions, above or below
the leaf springs. No need to worry about
replacing existing U-bolts, as the Joy
Rider’s clever bracket system utilizes
the original U-bolts.

Installation of the Joy Rider Shock
System takes three to five hours,
depending on obstructions and the

mainframe configuration directly above
the axles. Tools and other items needed
include %42-, Y8- and Ya-inch drill bits
approximately 8 to 12 inches long, a
cordless Y2-inch impact wrench, an 8- to
10-inch-long ¥-inch drive extension,

as well as %s-, ¥2- and 7s-inch impact
sockets, depending on the size of the
nuts holding the U-bolts, a %4-inch box

(1) Trailers often come from the factory
with shock angles that are too severe

to be effective. (2) Using %5-inch carriage
bolts and Nylock nuts, install the shock
mount extensions for the Joy Rider to both
the right and left shock mount assemblies
and tighten firmly.

end wrench and a %2-inch-drive torque
wrench capable of at least 90 ft-lbs of
torque. You will also need a floor or
bottle jack and two to four jack stands
of different sizes (short and tall frames).
The installer will have to drill eight
holes for each axle.

The first step can be done on the
bench. Begin by attaching the shock-

(3) Remove the two factory U-bolts and set aside for later use, but discard the factory
tie plate. (4) Install the Joy Rider shock mount assembly utilizing the factory U-bolts
and the supplied stiffener plates — two per shock plate assembly. (5) Use an alter-
nating cross pattern with an accurate torque wrench to tighten the U-bolts to 90 ft-Lbs.
(6) Loosely bolt the Joy Rider shock absorber to the shock mount extension to aid in
installing the upper bracket to the optimal position.




SMOOTHING OUT THE BUPS

(7) Upon determining the location of the upper bracket, mark the underbelly material with a felt tip pen. (8) Cut away the underbelly
material from between the upper bracket and trailer frame. (9) Hold the upper bracket to the frame to ensure that the necessary
underbelly material has been removed.

mount extenders to the right and left shock-mount assemblies The shock is then loosely installed to the lower shock
using ¥2-13 x 1%-inch carriage bolts and %2-inch Nylock nuts. mount extension using %2- x 1%-inch-long bolts, making sure
From here, the rest of the install is under the trailer. that a M12 flat washer is put between the bolt head and the
Remove the tie plates and U-bolts from the leaf spring shock absorber, and a %-inch-thick spacer is placed between
assemblies; hold on to the U-bolts. The right and left shock the shock absorber and the shock mount extender before
plates are then mounted in place of the factory tie plates using securing with the 2-inch Nylock nut.
two ¥2-inch-thick stiffener plates per shock mount across the Once the shock is in place, the other end is connected to
U-bolts. The bolts are tightened to 90 ft-lbs of torque. the upper shock bracket and swung up to the trailer frame for

Best Performing. Most Reliable. Best Supported

-

Discover new he|ghts in RV laundry

Looking for a stackable RV laundry set? You've found it.
Splendide’s matching laundry pair offer added drying capacity with the amazing customer
support and RV-specific accessories you've come to expect from Splendide. Easy to use
and totally unique, Splendide’s stackables are the perfect pair and just two more reasons
Splendide is America’s best selling RV laundry brand 29 years and running. Ahhh-mazing.




(10) A cordless impact wrench will be invaluable when installing the Joy Rider shock absorber to the upper and lower brackets. (11) Using
a 12-inch-long drill bit will allow for adequate reach when installing the upper bracket because the leaf springs will be in the way of a drill
with a shorter bit. (12) When installing the ¥s-inch self-drilling bolts to the upper bracket, the cordless impact wrench came in handy when
equipped with an 8-inch %-inch drive extension and %is-inch-deep socket.

proper positioning. When in place against the bottom of the
frame, the hole locations are marked for drilling. Make sure all
underbelly material that sneaks in between the bracket and

frame is removed; the bracket must be flush against the frame.

If additional clearance is necessary, raise one side of the
trailer at a time and place at least two jack stands under the
trailer frame for safety. You may need to remove the tire and

wheel assembly at this time.

The shock absorber is then removed from the upper
mounting bracket before it's clamped to the frame using
Vice-Grip pliers. Drilling the holes in the frame is the hardest
part, depending on the clearance around the springs,
hangers and equalizer. Longer drill bits make the process
easier. These may be hard to find locally, though large home-

= PORTABLE RV WASTE PUMP

“We interviewed people from all parts of the
RV industry including end-users, installers,
dealers, distributors and manufacturers. The
result guided us in the development of the
finest RV products available.

Connects directly to the RV waste outlet
Discharges waste through a garden hose
Ability to dump longer distances

Easy clean up and storage

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World.
Also available at other RV retailers.

Visit CampingWorld.com/flojet

xylem

Let's Solve Water




SMOOTHING OUT THE BUPS

(13) Install the Joy Rider shock absorber with a 134-inch, Y2-inch bolt,
Ya-inch-thick spacer and Nylock nut to the upper bracket and tighten
securely. (14) Joy Rider’s unique shock absorber installation angles both
shocks toward the center of the trailer’s suspension. This outstanding
design sets it apart from any other system on the market today.

improvement stores carry a selection, and a number of suppliers on
the Internet sell them for around $15.

Before drilling, be sure to check for hoses or wiring above the
frame. It's important to use a stepped process for drilling holes.
Start by drilling a pilot hole using the long ¥s-inch bit. Open the
holes with the Y4-inch drill bit and again with the %52-inch bit,
which is the final hole size. For thinner frames (ultralight trailers),
drill a 2%64-inch hole through the frame. If access for drilling the
holes for the upper brackets is extremely difficult, you may need
to drop one end of the leaf spring. This can be accomplished by
removing one bolt from either end of the leaf spring; be sure to use
jack stands to support the axle. The ¥s-inch self-threading bolts
that hold the upper brackets to the frame can be driven using
a Y-inch impact wrench.

The final step is to bolt the shock to the brackets and remove
the retaining wire that prevents the shock from extending during
the installation process. At this point, all the bolts should be double-
checked for tightness and proper torque. Lower the trailer back to
the ground and check for adequate clearances for all components.

[ ] [ ]
Carefree Premium Fabrics

Carefree now offers three premium fabrics:

r & » Heavier vinyl » Double hemmed ) 10 year.warranty
Oare @ » Features an antimicrobial agent to fight mold & mildew

» Double stitched with &Gore® Tenera® thread
Quality « Value M
. Performance__Styl 2y

|

|__PatioAwnil |"Patio Awning
Patic AT WindowAwniig Chocolate Window Awning Indigo
Window Awning Charcoal Carefree Premium Vinyl and all new vinyls also

have perfectly matched fabrics for window awnings. \

Voted #1 Awning Company 2012 and 2013! .
ON SALE NOW! PLUS, $59 INSTALLATION at Camping World E
for Good Sam Club Members. Also available at other RV retailers. 3 b




(15) The outward angle of the Joy Rider shock absorbers helps mitigate
uncomfortable, side-to-side rocking motion.

Don’t be concerned if the shock mounting assembly rides up against
the leaf spring; this is a normal position.

With the install completed, we checked the positioning of the Joy
Rider shock absorbers using a protractor; they were at a 35-degree
angle. The lighter suspension of the fifth-wheel, weighing in at
10,000 pounds, did not allow for a great amount of distance between
the frame and springs, so the shock angle was affected. Heavier
trailers will have more clearance, so shock angles will be closer to
20 degrees. Even so, the improvement in ride quality was good, and
the stuff inside the cabinets was not as disheveled after traveling.

The Joy Rider Shock System will give owners the opportunity
to upgrade suspensions that, by today’s technology standards, are
still pretty crude. The high-quality gas shocks and brackets make it
possible for any trailer to behave better while on the road. And over
time, the smoother ride will have a beneficial effect toward the pres-
ervation of the structure, appliances and stored items. Tandem axle
kits sell for $495, and that investment will help make trailer suspen-
sions from your grandpa’s day a lot more civilized. All parts carry a
three-year warranty. &

RV Improvement Systems
574-370-4515, www.rvimprovementsystems.com

it CARPENTER

We Bring Comfort to Your Life’

,e"

Slumberfresh Mattress Pad

4 / « Sleep comfortably on a mattress
;ff f pad overfilled with 11 oz. of RELY"
——— -

antimicrobial fiber that effectively
inhibits odor-causing bacteria for
longer lasting freshness.

« NanoCool™ moisture-wicking

system for cooler sleep.
Avena Foam Mattress » Soft 300 thread count 100% cotton

cover.

10" Mattress

« Two layers of premium hypoallergenic foam add more

comfort and deeper support. « The 14" stretch-to-fit skirt fits

mattresses up to 17" thick.

3" Avena
Foam +100,000 cycle testing ensures lasting comfort and durability.

« Absorbs motion so you don't disturb or wake your partner. * Hypoallergenic.

+ Available in Short Queen, Queen, RV King and King sizes. + Available in Bunk, Short Queen,
Queen and RV King sizes.

7" Foam
Foundation

« Provides total body relaxation to soothe aches and pains for a deeper, restorative sleep.

CA029622

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.
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article by Bob Carpenter

RV-FRIENDLY
WATERGRAFT

Get the most from your outdoor adventures
with one of 16 easy-to-pack vessels that
fold, inflate or snap together

sure: Being out on the water is a high priority for RVers who like to
experience the outdoors. Nature just gets right up in your face when
you are exploring on the water. You witness things that can’t be seen from a
campsite or trail.
The trick for the RV crowd is finding a way to transport that kayak, pontoon
boat, stand-up paddleboard or what-have-you when you're already storing
all of your camping supplies. Don’t worry — there are plenty of great options
for boating with inflatable, foldable and modular watercraft that make a
remarkably small footprint when it's time to pack.
With so many ways to go these days, we can give you only a sampling from
some of the best manufacturers in the business. Peruse these companies’
websites and you’ll discover additional options that may be just right for you.

c amping means different things to different people, but one thing’s for

L g
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Inflatable Watercraft

Aire Tributary Tomcat Tandem

Aire offers a host of inflatables that

can be stowed in an RV or tow vehicle,
from river rafts to catarafts to stand-up
paddleboards (SUPs) and everything in
between. Aire’s Tributary Tomcat Tandem
is ideal for those looking for a two-person
inflatable kayak that's very stable and
has extra room for gear. The Tomcat is
surprisingly high-performance with its
heavy-duty PVC outer shell, double-top-
stitched seams, 20-gauge vinyl bladders
and superfast drain system. Easy for two
to navigate, the kayak also works for a
single paddler and a stash of gear. The
kayak sells for about $750, weighs 54
pounds and can safely carry 450 pounds.
Aire

800-247-3432, www.aire.com

I
£
!

=




The hard bottom of the inflatable
Aquaglide Columbia Two HB gives it
excellent performance, and it’s just as
comfortable as a recreational touring
kayak. The 6- to 12-psi high-pressure
floor is rigid and stable and combines
with a removable fin and long waterline
for outstanding tracking. Constructed
of commercial grade hull material
blended with rugged 600-denier
polyester, the 400-pound-capacity
kayak accommodates up to two
paddlers. Front and rear spray guards
keep occupants dry, and bungee deck
lacing means gear is close at hand.
Priced around $1,000, the Columbia
Two HB collapses to 28 x 12.5 x 29.5
inches and comes with a storage bag.
Aquaglide, 509-493-4958,
www.aquaglide.net

Looking for high weight capacity in

an inflatable fishing pontoon? Classic
Accessories’ 10-foot-long Oswego can
hold up to 450 pounds yet weighs only
76 pounds. Footrests and the padded

seat adjust to a wide variety of leg
lengths, and three oar positions ac-
commodate all reaches. A two-position
motor mount is supplied for trolling.
The pontoon has an abrasion-resistant
PVC bottom and a heavy-duty fabric
top, and the frame uses powder-coated
steel tubes. Available for less

than $600, the Oswego comes with a
three-position rod holder, six oversize
zippered pockets and two-piece
aluminum oars.

Camping World, 888-626-7576,
www.campingworld.com

Hobie Mirage i14T

The pedal-powered Mirage i14T
inflatable kayak is just one example of
the high-quality vessels Hobie makes
for water sports. The double-scissor
action of two MirageDrives uses the big
leg muscles for pedal propulsion rather
than just the smaller arm muscles —
although you can use a paddle, too. The
high-back seats have inflatable lumbar
support and thick padding. There's a
pump, an optional sail kit and even

Coleman Sevylor Fiji

With the Coleman Sevylor Fiji, RVers
can have the feel of a full-size kayak
with the convenience of an inflatable.
This lightweight two-person kayak

has a fixed rear seat and removable
middle seat. The floor is a semirigid
I-beam with three chambers designed
to keep the boat’s solid shape on the
water while holding up to 400 pounds.
The Double Lock Fast Valve speeds
inflation and deflation. Constructed of
PVC and guaranteed not to leak, the
Fiji Travel Pack Kayak sells for $149.99
and comes with one aluminum touring
paddle that breaks down into five pieces
and a travel bag for compact storage.
Sevylor

800-835-3278, www.sevylor.com

a drink holder. Retailing for $2,699,
the Mirage i14T has handles for easy
launching, and it all deflates into a
wheeled storage bag.

Hobie Cat Company

800-462-4349, www.hobiecat.com

—— e

Sea Eagle FastTrack

Fast and light, Sea Eagle FastTrack
kayaks have a sleek, curved shape

and a state-of-the-art NeedleKnife
keel. The high-pressure drop-stitch

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURERS
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Sea Eagle NeedleNose Stand-Up Paddleboard

by Bob Dawson

The NeedleNose 126 inflatable SUP gets “likes” across the board from my family,
including both sons. Collin, the 21-year-old (pictured below), took to the SUP
like, well, a fish to water. He was up and paddling without hesitation and gave the
board positive marks for its quickness and the physical workout it gave him. The
real surfer in our family, 14-year-old Logan, likes that it's an easy-to-use water
toy that's the polar opposite of “shreddin’ the gnar” on a short board.

One of the first things | noticed about the NN126 is that it does indeed come
in a pretty small package. It arrives in a duffel bag that's easily stowed in a
decent-size RV storage compartment or the bed of a pickup, and weighs about 39
pounds, including the three-section paddle that snaps together and the optional
DC-powered pump.

Unpacking the NN126 is simple and straightforward with only a few pieces,
the main one being the board itself that unfolds and inflates quickly to about 3
or so Psl. After that, the backpressure is a bit much for the power pump, so we
switched to the hand pump to get it to the recommended 12 to 15 psi that makes it
a truly rigid board. | broke a little sweat getting it there, but it was worth the effort.

Schlepping the inflated NN126 from California’s Pacific Coast Highway to the
beach at Leo Carillo, just west of Los Angeles, was less work than | imagined.
The handle is placed balance-center of the board, and it and the paddle together
weigh only 27 pounds.

Being long and broad, the NN126 is maybe more boat than board. When | first
took it out, | tried surfing it and failed dismally. But then | took it to the harbor and
found it to be an excellent flat-water craft. It's stable, fast and maneuvers well,
which the Sea Eagle folks chalk up to their patent-pending NeedleNose design.

| was happiest on the NN126 in the kneeling and sitting positions when |
borrowed my friend’s kayak paddle. In fact, | was so happy that | will definitely
order the optional seat. It was exhilarating to maneuver as fast and well on the
NN126 as my friends on their kayaks.

When the day is done, getting the board back into that convenient duffel is
nearly as easy as getting it out. The first time you put the NN126 away, though,
you may want to consult the very comprehensive online manual for the best
folding strategy. Pricing starts at $999.

Sea Eagle, 800-748-8066, www.seaeagle.com
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floor provides rigidity to the whole
structure (you can even use the kayak
as a stand-up paddleboard), making it
very responsive to paddle strokes. The
1,000-denier hull material is extremely
tough (visit Sea Eagle’s website to see
them pound on it with a claw hammer).
The rear skeg keeps the kayak headed
on course but can be removed for
whitewater. FastTrack kayak prices
start at $1,099, and Sea Eagle offers

a 180-day full-refund policy and a
three-year warranty.

Sea Eagle

800-748-8066, www.seaeagle.com

Folding
Watercraft
Bergans of Norway Ally
Bergans’ versatile folding
canoe comfortably fits a
family with two children or
two paddlers and plenty

of gear. The Ally (pictured
in action on page 98) is
wilderness-ready because
of its strong and resilient
skin and reinforced bottom.
The closed-cell foam pad
acts as a shock absorber
with a slightly flexing

hull and offers a high

level of buoyancy along
with effective thermal
insulation. Different hull
shapes are available for

a variety of conditions

— for example, a straight keel for high
speeds on flat water and a slight rocker
for stability and large payloads on river
expeditions. Ally canoes sell for between
$1,867 and $2,173.

Bergans of Norway

303-834-9709, www.bergans.com

Folbot Greenland Il

Folbot’s top-of-the-line two-person
expedition model has a huge payload
capacity (600 pounds) and is perfect for
serious exploration or just for fun. Folbot
says it is the world’s longest continuously
producing folding kayak manufacturer,
and the Greenland Il is a result of that
heritage. At 17 feet long, 62 pounds and



UIET Eas

Thanks to the use of inherently quiet four-stroke
engines and superior technology, Honda generators

boast incredibly low decibel levels. P o R T A B I E
Honda EU Series generators are made for true portability, from the
lightweight, easy-to-carry suitcase design to the compact design of
the EU6500is with wheeled transport kit.

Honda has an unmatched reputation for reliable generators that
offer dependable starts and keep running year after year.

FUEL-EFFICIENT

Honda’s superior technology, with features such as Eco-Throttle, means
increased fuel efficiency and longer run times.

Quiet GOOD SAM CLUB MEMBERS

SAVE 350

Private Office. | ON HONDA GENERATORS

Normal Speech

Vacuum Cleaner m
Inside a Car at 50 mph
Rotary Mower iﬁ

Honda
Portable
Generators

WARRANTY
Heavy City Traffic e —
Chain Saw E [ E
Auto Horn at 3 ft. iy
Jet Plane at 50 ft. E : 2000i
- Companion™

Scan this QR code Shown
to learn more about

Loud Honda generators!

EU1000i EU2000i EU2000i COMPANION’ EU3000i HANDI EU3000is EU7000iSAT

What Can a PORTABLE HONDA GENERATOR Power?

Coffee Small Electric Small Large Fridge/ Air
Model v Computer Maker Microwave Fry Pan Heater Microwave Freezer Conditioner
EU1000i ] u ] ]
EU2000i/Companion™ L H u u u u u u
EU3000i/Handi™ ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] I (13,500 BTU)
EU7000iSAT | | | | | | | | M (15,000 BTU)

Available Only at

CA030802

&2 CAMPING WORLD




priced at $2,500, this skin-on-frame
kayak is the biggest and most expensive
model Folbot offers among a selection
of nine. Built in America, the Greenland
[l assembles in less than 20 minutes and
takes up 75 percent less storage space
than a traditional kayak when folded.
Folbot, 800-533-5099, www.folbot.com

Folding Boat

The Folding Boat Company’s patented
K-Pak design provides a compromise
between a rigid hull and an inflatable.
By combining the best attributes of
both, the K-Pak offers a utilitarian boat
that is very comfortable, stable, easy to
assemble and weighs only 18 pounds.
The boat’s aluminum frame folds inside
the outer skin to just 37 inches. It fits

into its own backpack, and setup takes
about five minutes. The $895 K-Pak is
great for fishing, wildlife photography,
sightseeing or just a leisurely paddle.
Folding Boat Company, 919-622-4542,
www.foldingboatco.com

Porta-Bote

The new high-performance line of Porta-
Bote's unique folding watercraft incor-
porates engineering advances that allow
these vessels to travel 20 percent faster
than previous models using the same

SAFE WATER
MATTERS -

Bottled Water Taste '
From Your RV’s Tap!

TastePURE’s RV Water Filter and EVO™

filters save you space and money

by eliminating the need for carrying

bottled drinking water on trips.
Regular

Carbon
Filters

KDF*/Carbon
Filter

i Aluminum ;; ;;
:: Bacteria ;

:: Bad Taste ; 7
:: Cadmium ;

:: Chlorine ; ;
:: Fungus ;

:: Heavy Metals ; ;
:: Hydrogen Sulfide ; ;
:lron ; ;
:: Lead ; ;
:: Mercury 3 ;
:: Mold ;

:: Odor

= Turbidity (cloudiness) v/ v

:: Sediment
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* KDF®/Carbon helps protect against
bacteria growth while filter is stored
« Large Capacity—lasts entire season

TastePURE™ Filter
EVO Water Filter
EVO Replacement Cartrige

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at
Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.

low-powered outboards. Available from

8 to 14 feet, Porta-Bote models are built
with a patented folding transom and can
be opened or closed in just a few minutes.
Weighing half as much as a comparable
aluminum craft, the compressed boat
requires only 5 inches of depth and can be
stored on the roof or side of an RV. Porta-
Bote’s copolymer resin hull material is
warranted for 10 years. The smallest
model sells for just less than $2,000.
Porta-Bote

650-961-5334, www.porta-boat.com



Sea Eagle FoldCat Modular Watercraft

The patented folding frame of the Sea Eagle FoldCat Expandacraft

assembles in a quick five minutes. It provides a full floor for How would you like a rowboat one day and a sailboat the
more usable space than in ordinary pontoon fishing boats next? Expandacraft is a modular boat system that allows
and a “safety net” to catch dropped gear. For stability, two you to quickly reconfigure from one type of watercraft to
super-buoyant 16-inch pontoons are spaced widely apart. another and then break it down for easy storage. Purchase
The motor mount can take up to a 3-horsepower engine. the $100 hull sections separately to build your own craft or
Two 360-degree swivel seats offer plenty of back support, buy a ready-made sit-on-top vessel for $750 and up. Kits are
and generous cushions make waiting for the fish more com- | available for sailing, rowing, pedal power and more. Each
fortable. Up to four rod holders can be mounted in predrilled = section is 4 feet long and 10 inches at its widest point. The
holes on two benches. Available for $1,449, the FoldCat Solo 12 can handle a 240-pound load, while the Tandem 16
packs tightly and is stowed in two durable nylon bags. can float up to 450 pounds.

Sea Eagle, 800-748-8066, www.seaeagle.com Expandacraft, 813-810-2554, www.expandacraft.com

ENJOY THE

COMFORT OF YOUR HOME.... ON THE ROAD.
it s RELAX. RENEW. RESTORE.

’ to meet your needs push back chairs

LT T

, A == =N=lap Great selection of
Avaﬂatbli_tm dlffeF;\e;nt COMPONENTS 4 colors both in euro
Sizes 10 Tit your INTERIOR SOLUTIONS vinyls and fabrics

JACKNIFE SOFA HIDE-A-BED RECLINERS DESTINATION TRI-FOLD SOFA

ON SALE NOW! PLUS, *59 INSTALLATION

at Camping World for Good Sam Club members. Also available at other RV retailers.
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Classic Accessories, Circle 108 on Reader Service Card

B

CLASSIC

ACCESSORIES

40%

LIGHTER + MORE DURABLE
than most RV covers available

@ Manufactured with Rip-Stop
Technology - Rip-Stop fabric is strong,
lightweight, dramatically improves
tension strength and minimizes the
chance of tearing.

® Front and Rear Tension Panels and
Elasticized Hem Corners - Provide
a more custom fit.

© Expanding Bag - Rip-Stop zippered
storage bag expands easily and fits
RV compartments as small as:
13" x 23" x 18",

© New and Improved Strapping System
© Sophisticated Zipper System

© Air Vent System

Longest Warranty in the Business
4 Year, Hassle-Free Warranty

SIZES TO FIT MOST:
Class ARVs 5th Wheels
Class CRVs Travel Trailers

BUY PermaPRO™at:
ad Amazon.com

Walmart.com
@) NorthernTool.com
&3 CampingWorld.com
=> Your local RV Dealer

@ CLASSIC Visitus online @

accessories  classicaccessories.com
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WATERCRAFT TEST

Advanced Elements AdvancedFrame Sport
by Allen M. Zatkin

My wife and | both love the intimacy with our aquatic environment that kayaking
provides, not to mention the low-impact workout. But because our hard kayaks
were so cumbersome, we rarely took them along on RV journeys and conse-
quently missed many great places to dip our paddles. Then | stumbled upon
some kayaks that solved the portability problem and worked nicely with our
first love, RVing.

The Advanced Elements line of AdvancedFrame inflatable kayaks incorpo-
rates an internal aluminum frame for the bow and stern, which allows these
boats to cut through the water like a rigid kayak. The Sport model folds down to
aslim 30 x 17 x 8 inches and fits easily in an RV storage bay, car trunk or pickup
bed. The sturdy bag (included) has room for the very comfortable standard seat
or the optional and even more comfortable high-back seat, which has inflatable
lumbar support.

Setup and takedown are quick and easy. Using a small rechargeable air-bed
pump, we can quickly blow up our two kayaks 90 percent of the way. We then top
them off with a hand pump equipped with a pressure gauge. We can have our
kayaks out of their carrying bags and on the water in less than 10 minutes. They
weigh only 23 pounds each, so getting to the water’s edge is a breeze.

Most of the inflatable kayaks I've seen or paddled fit into two categories:
heavy and bulky whitewater touring kayaks or flimsy plastic jobs that are more
toys than serious watercraft. The molded-in fin and sharp bow and stern configu-
ration of the AdvancedFrame Sport make it track like longer hard kayaks and give
it the ability to handle crosswinds well.

While not intended for rapids and bouncing off rocks, the kayak's multilayered
fabric construction is rugged and well adapted for mild to moderate touring and
exploring. Advanced Elements encases the air bladders in tough fabric chambers
that make the hull rigid yet still very lightweight. The proprietary valves are easy
to use, and they make inflating and deflating surprisingly fast and easy. All in all,
these kayaks are a nice package at a reasonable price of less than $440.
Advanced Elements, 866-262-9076, www.advancedelements.com




IS THE TIME TO

CLEAN & PROTECT
YOUR RV!

NEW

‘ 64-0z. Bottles

| N

Bold NEW look,
Same GREAT performance!

THETE::
Y \\¢
www.thetford.com

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.




QUALITY RV AWNING
FABRICS & ACCESSORIES
AT UNBEATABLE PRICES!

AWNING FABRICS

AWNING ACCESSORIES

SLIDE-OUT FABRICS

SUN-SHADES

AWNING MISTING

RVawningsmart, Circle 106 on Reader Service Card

AWNING LED LIGHTS

(574) 584-345]

www.RVAwningsMart.com

A Smooth Air-Ride ath Wheel Hitch

o= [ an e35Y to remove package

HENSLEY

ptroducing! e

HENSLEY

Hensley Manufacturing Inc., Circle 120 on Reader Service Card
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B3 ath Wheel Hitch

* Eliminates 97% of road shock
* Solid Holland-Binkley style head

*1 1/8” thick jaws that completely
encircle the kingpin

* Assembles in two pieces
_ for easy installation
> and removal

s

7 * Fits standard rails

(all 1-800-410-6580 for more information

800.410.6580 » www. Trailer-Saver.com

Point 65°N Rum Runner

The success of Swedish company Point
65°N’s popular modular kayaks led to
development of its stand-up paddle-
boards. The 11.5-foot Rum Runneris a
take-apart SUP with three sections that
snap together in seconds and transport
easily in an RV or tow vehicle. The
displacement hull makes it a fast and
straight-tracking board for paddling

on flat or choppy water. Rotomolded
polyethylene construction provides
both strength and impact resistance.
The Rum Runner has two built-in cup
holders and a carrying capacity of 265
pounds. Each section weighs less than
15 pounds, and the combined weight is
less than 36 pounds. MSRP: $999.
Camping World, 888-626-7576,
www.campingworld.com

Snap Tandem

The take-apart Snap Tandem is a high-
performance sit-on-top kayak that's
exceptionally easy to store, carry and
put together. Made of blow-molded
durable polyethylene, the Snap is easy
to handle, both in and out of the water.
The kayak's modularity allows it to turn
into a solo boat simply by removing the
midsection. Add a second midsection,
and it's a triple. The patent-pending
Snap-Tap system is strong and com-
fortable, with grooves and hooks that
hold it all together. The kayak has drink
holders, contoured foot braces and
great back support. MSRP: $799.99
Camping World, 888-626-7576,
www.campingworld.com &
1
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A Cargo Carrier

<« Ultra Bike Rack e N N
Works with Cargo Carrier b : 1
- -
- X
—
- -
- Supports .
Handle measures 10,000 lbs
approximately 24"H each
38" tall x 25" deep
Polar
White
A Jack-in-a-Box o
ﬁ 4 Slideout Stabilizers, -
N\ Set of 2 :
A Lend-A-Hand
RV Hand Rail Ly 16"
Also available in 2 I' 16
Sparkling Silver £530%
1000 Ib. weight d
capacity
19"L x 4"W
J Extends up to 37" <« Telescoping Rail 3 h
with pre-drilled holes Mate For Manual 500 Ib. weight capacity
Th
4 R 8%"Hor 4/"H different
heights
A 2-Height Platform Step
A Adjustable Leg Platform Step
)
100"H
——
Il ; N
3 T Black
Great for
60"H towables
or 66"H <
N %
Flips in for storage
A Black Bunk \ A Extend-A-Shower Rod
La?;lcderun .4 Outdoor Bronze Finish
Also available | |  Universal Satin Finish
A Bumper Mount RV Clothesline in Chrome \| Ladder White Finish

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World.

CA032248 TL

Also available at other RV retailers.




PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

A Titan of a Tank

. It's been said that we should enjoy the :
. journey as well as the destination, but :
. favor with an Awning Pro-Tech

. awning cover. Said to greatly extend

© the life of awning fabric, especially
on RVs that are stored outdoors

for extended periods, the 20-foot

© kit contains five 4-foot sections

© to protect awnings from 16 to 20

. feet long. Each section is flexible
enough for easy installation, and

. the complete cover goes on in just

. minutes. Made with a UV-resistant

. polymer, the Awning Pro-Tech won't
. discolor or get brittle, according to

. the company. It's stain-resistant and
easy to clean, and is covered by a

© lifetime warranty as well as a 60-day
money-back guarantee.

. frequent fuel stops can suck the joy

. out of any road trip. Titan Fuel Tanks
© offers extra-capacity direct-replace-
ment fuel tanks for a variety of diesel
© pickups to help extend driving range
© and decrease fuel stops. Shown here
© is one of Titan's new tanks for Ram

. Cummins trucks, available for 2003

© 102012 crew cab longbed pickups,

. aswellas 2010 to 2012 crew cab

. shortbeds. Made from lightweight
polyethylene, these tough, corrosion-
. free tanks hold 56 gallons of fuelin

. shortbed applications and 60 gallons
© on longbeds. Titan tanks come with
everything needed for installation in

© place of the original tank.

: MSRP: starting at $1,424
800-728-4982, www.titanfueltanks.com

. Circle 150 on Reader Service Card

AMPed Up

AMP Research recently announced that it has taken its
popular PowerStep automated running boards to the
next level by simplifying the electrical installation. AMP’s
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. Cover Your Cover

Patio awnings protect us from the
sun — and now you can return the

MSRP: 20-foot kit, $119.99
855-782-6837, www.awningpro-tech.com
. Circle 151 on Reader Service Card

innovative Plug-and-Play system eliminates ASSEEEEE
the need to access the door panels to s:”ﬂnym,
reach the wires as part of the installation
process, saving approximately 90 minutes,
according to the company. The PowerStep
with Plug-and-Play uses the On Board
Diagnostics (0BDII) port to connect the controls of the
PowerStep to the vehicle’s computer system. Currently,
2014 Chevy Silverado and GMC Sierra 1500 applications are
available. Ford and Ram truck applications coming soon.

by Chris Hemer

. Here, Piggy

. For those of you who carry detached
: 50-amp power cords and don't

: want to drag out a heavy cable just

. to charge batteries or hook up to
30-amp power, Conntek offers its
Pigtail Adapter Cord, which features
© two-pole, three-wire grounding.

© Measuring 18 inches long, the

© Conntek cord is bright yellow so it's
© easy to find in a crowded storage

. compartment. The cord is UL

: approved (and CUL approved for
Canadian compliance), and comes

. with a five-year warranty. A leader

. in power-connection technology,

. Conntek has a complete line of

* electrical products for the RV market
© available at outdoor recreation
retailers and Amazon.com.

. MSRP: $80
. 414-482-0800, www.conntek.com
. Circle 152 on Reader Service Card

MSRP: PowerStep with Plug-and-Play, $1,299
949-221-0023, www.amp-research.com
Circle 153 on Reader Service Card &8
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ONLY $79:95 for1YEAR Reg, $T4.95

'@ Good Sar 1-866-725-9406

< Roadside Assistance P GoodSamRoadside.com

_— wsazon @

*Introductory rate for Good Sam members who are first time buyers. Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing
in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to
limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochures, which can be found at goodsamroadside.com/mbbs. GRA29229 - 0Tl4
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PERFORMANCE COBNER

Exhaust and Engine Brakes

If you have ever towed a heavy trailer with a diesel-powered truck down a steep
grade, you probably know how little engine-braking force a diesel provides. This
can truly be a white-knuckle ride, especially for drivers accustomed to the amount
of engine braking that gasoline engines provide.

Steep mountain downgrades can
overtax the brakes, and without some
sort of supplemental braking device,
the brakes can wear quickly, overheat
and even fade completely. As a result,
exhaust brakes have become very
popular for diesel tow vehicles and
motorhomes.

Understanding Engine Operation
To understand how exhaust brakes
work, it's helpful to know a little about
the differences between gasoline and
diesel engines. In gas engines, when
the vehicle is coasting with a closed
throttle, there’s almost no pressure on
the tops of the pistons (partial vacuum).
At this point the atmospheric pressure
in the crankcase exerts significantly
more pressure on the bottoms of the
pistons, relative to what’s on top. This
resistance causes engine braking,
which slows the vehicle.

Diesels, unlike gas engines, control
engine RPM and power simply by varying
the volume of injected fuel. There is no
throttle valve limiting the entry of air
into a diesel engine, so air continues
to enter the cylinders freely on decel-

eration. As a result, there’s very little
engine braking when a driver lifts off
the accelerator pedal, because there is
little resistance (pumping loss) to slow
engine speed as the pistons descend
during their intake strokes.

In normal diesel operation, air
enters during the intake stroke, and
then gets compressed during the
compression stroke. At a precisely
timed moment, fuel is injected into the
cylinder, and then air heated by com-
pression ignites that fuel. A pressure
rise from expanding combustion gases
drives the piston downward during the
power stroke, which supplies torque to
the crankshaft via the connecting rod.
Essentially, the more fuel burned, the
more heat generated, resulting in more
pressure pushing down on the pistons,
and hence more torque.

Pistons pump exhaust gases out
through open exhaust valves, then
through the exhaust system to the
atmosphere. At idle and when coasting,
little fuel is being burned, and without
that, there’s little expansion or exhaust
flow to build backpressure. Low
pressure on top of the pistons when

TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS

by Ken Freund

the exhaust valves open results in little
resistance as the pistons rise in their
bores. This is why diesels don't slow
down much when you let off the accel-
erator pedal.

Exhaust Brakes

To compensate for the lack of back-
pressure, diesel exhaust brakes use a
valve to create a temporary restriction
in the exhaust system downstream
from the turbocharger, which builds up
backpressure to reduce engine speed
and produce supplemental braking
force. This valve closes when the accel-
erator pedal is released and opens as
the vehicle comes to a stop, depending
on the system’s settings. The amount
of engine-braking force (or reverse
torque) is generally proportional to the
backpressure applied to the engine.

In many situations, exhaust
brakes are effective enough to maintain
a safe downhill speed without having
to use the vehicle’s service brakes.
Engine-braking force can also be
increased by downshifting the trans-
mission, as long as safe maximum
engine speeds are maintained.
Typically, exhaust brakes provide
between about 60 and 80 percent of
engine-power reverse torque.

When the exhaust valves open, the
backpressure from the exhaust brake
exerts downward force on the piston
tops to resist upward movement. It
would be tempting to close off the
exhaust completely to build up high
pressure and generate a lot of engine-
braking force. However, there are
practical limits.

Exhaust backpressure also presses
against the underside of closed exhaust
valves, and at higher engine rrM, the
pressure can potentially become too

Exhaust brakes are mounted just downstream of the
engine and require a servo to open and close their valve
during operation. A well-designed unit can deliver reverse
torque approaching 60 to 80 percent of engine power.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BANKS POWER



high, overcome the valve springs’
closing force and pop the exhaust valves
open. If backpressure is not regulated,
this can cause the valves to hit the
pistons, resulting in severe engine
damage. Therefore, exhaust brakes
must always allow some flow through
the exhaust system to prevent excessive
pressure from causing damage.

The critical pressure where exhaust
valves can be popped open varies with
engine design, with factors such as
valve-spring seat pressure and the area
of the valve heads. Engine manufactur-
ers have set recommended limits on
maximum backpressure from exhaust
brakes: 40 ps| for Ford Power Stroke
diesels, 55 psi for GM’s Duramax and 60
psi for Cummins engines.

Engine Brakes
There is another type of diesel engine
compression brake, commonly called
a "Jake brake,” that is widely used
in large diesel trucks. Jake brakes
(named after Jacobs Vehicle Systems, a
major manufacturer of engine brakes)
work internally in a diesel engine and
require more complex installation and
cost more than exhaust brakes.

Jake brakes (or more generi-
cally, engine brakes) use hydraulic
pressure to open exhaust valves near
the end of the compression strokes to
release the compressed air into the
exhaust stream. The resulting engine
braking comes from the engine having
to compress air without making any
power during the power stroke. There
is additional resistance or pumping
loss when the pistons descend during
power strokes with both valves closed
without combustion. This process is very
noisy, and there are laws against using
unmuffled engine brakes in many areas.

Due to the cost, complexity and
noise issues, internal engine brakes
are usually only available on higher end
diesel-powered motorhomes.

Recommendations

Exhaust brakes are recommended and
almost essential for diesels towing
heavy loads, especially in mountain-
ous terrain. They're sold by a number
of aftermarket companies, and some

new trucks are now available with them
from the factory. When shopping for an
aftermarket exhaust brake, consider
initial price, features, difficulty of instal-
lation and the reputation of the manu-
facturer. Premium exhaust brakes
include exhaust pressure modulation
(EPM), which allows the unit to vary
backpressure to match the need under
various engine speeds and loads.

Remaves moisture
By Deans dirsct and inirect fuel Inecte™s ’
Cleans gum and varmish
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Grypen sensor safe.
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Gumout Multi-System Tune-Up
Many RVers have been experiencing
problems with ultra-low-sulfur diesel
(ULSD) fuel and reformulated gasoline
containing ethanol. For use in gas,
ethanol, diesel and oil, Gumout Multi-
System Tune-Up is designed to improve
engine performance and restore fuel
economy. It's made to handle modern
engine technologies such as gasoline
direct injection and turbocharging,
and it's said to be equally effective on
engines without those systems.
Gumout’s diesel deposit-control
additive addresses the needs of
modern diesel engines and the issues
they have with ULSD fuel, such as
reduced lubricity and corrosion of
fuel tanks, pumps, injectors and other
metal parts. It is designed to keep
modern diesel fuel injectors clean, at

GOT,
ODOR/SENSOR)
PROBLEMS?)

LOOK/NO
FURTHER!

SAVE/MONEY,|SAVE
SPACE, CUT.WASTE!

1.0Z,TREATS|UP.
TO/50/GALLONS}
OFI|WASTE

ONLY41/4.=11/2(024%

TREATS |GREY{WATER

S 'T-5'SUPER]

CONCENTRATEDILIQUID
TOILET CHEMICAL
FORMALDHYDE FREE
& NON DYE

Monochem, Circle 134 on Reader Service Card
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Northwood Mfg., Circle 129 on Reader Service Card

Sea Eagle, Circle 135 on Reader Service Card

ON THE ROOF

www.Northwoodmfg.com

- Energy Efficient

- Diamond Plate B |

- Thick Block Foam Roof Insulation
- R-T Residential Fi
- Heated & Enclosed Tanks & Valves

- SoﬁdWoodMHrFronls&GﬁutDom
- Reico Titan 2500# Camp

wyuslnsuhﬂm
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Buiilt Strong

America’s
Most

*| Popular

Inflatable
Kayak

>
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w00

Packs in
abag

Easy to Carry, Easy to Set Up, Easy to Paddle, Easy to Store,
Could You Ask for More?

Our Sea Eagle 370 inflatable kayak provides instant adventure
to go! This large 12’ 6” inflatable kayak packs to the size of a
small duffel bag, inflates in less than 8 minutes and can be used
almost anywhere there is water. Paddle wild rivers, remote .
ponds, scenic lakes... even ocean surf! The SE 370 weighs just 32
Ibs., holds up to 650 Ibs. of people & gear. This great inflatable
kayak features 2 deluxe kayak seats with deluxe valves, 2 skegs
for better tracking, 5 deluxe air valves, drain valve, rigid I-beam
floor, spray skirts & carry handles.

SALE - Our Sea Eagle 370 Pro Kayak Package includes: 2 8’
4-Part Aluminum Paddles, 2 Super Comfortable Deluxe Kayak
Seats, Foot Pump, Repair Kit and Convenient Nylon Shoulder
Strap Carry Bag that holds it all.

NOW ONLY FOR $379. WITH FREE SHIPPING!

6 month Trial Guarantee / 3 Year Warranty Against Defects.
Visit SeaEagle.com for more details

Call 1-800-748-8066 Mon-Fri, 9-5 EST

Join us on l]/SeaEagIeBoats

SERERGLE fom

Dept TL094B,
19 N. Columbia St., Suite 1
Port Jefferson, NY 11777
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PERFORMANCE CORNER

the nozzle tip and inside the injector.

Diesel engine performance can
suffer when fuel injectors are dirty
or sticky, resulting in loss of fuel
economy and power. Gumout’s hyper-
dispersant cleans injectors to restore
power and fuel economy, reduce
emissions, remove internal direct-
injector deposits that cause sticking,
and provide lubricity and wear
protection for fuel pumps, according to
the manufacturer.

Ethanol allows water to have a
faster and worse corrosive effect on
critical engine parts and can also eat
away at seals. Fuel containing ethanol
will experience phase separation
where ethanol and water separate
from fuel and settle at the bottom of
the tank. This introduces more po-
tentially corrosive water into the fuel
system when allowed to sit. An ethanol
corrosion inhibitor will help to offset
the corrosive impact of ethanol and
sustain engine performance over time.
The Gumout product also protects from
corrosion in ULSD fuel and biodiesel.

Gumout Multi-System Tune-Up uses
polyetheramine (PEA) as an agent that's
designed to clean inside the combustion
chambers where many other cleaners
burn up. When mixed with a tank of
gas on a regular basis, it is said to
clean the entire fuel system, removing
carbon deposits from direct and
indirect fuel injectors, intake valves and
ports, piston tops, cylinder heads and
combustion chambers. PEA can start
restoring fuel economy and improve
engine performance after a single fill
up, and continued use can yield even
better results. PEA also leaves lasting
protection from carbon deposits in
addition to cleaning up existing deposits.

When fuel and oil sit for long
periods, they deteriorate, and carbon
residue settles, attaching itself to key
engine parts and causing varnish and
gummy buildup. An antioxidant will
stabilize fuel and oil for longer life and
better performance from engines that
are not used frequently. The use of a
stabilizer is important for engines of all
sizes that are used seasonally.

Gumout Performance Additives,
855-888-1990, www.gumout.com. &



JOIN US IN

# PHOENIX!

MARCH 19 - 22, 2015

VETERAN'S SAUTE L AT THE PHOENIX INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY

" DON'T MISS OUT!

* Hundreds of Motorized & Towable e« Unforgettable Entertainment!

RVs in all shapes and sizes on display!  « Test Drive an RV on the Track!
« Shop for the Latest RV Accessories!  « Thousands of the Friendliest

Over 300 indoor booths! RVers in the World...
o More than 20 Informative Seminars Good Sam Club Members!
Each Day!

HALO’S “BEST IN SHOW”
RALLY DOG SHOW! BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND:

J Sponsored by GS Pet Insurance S UPE R D l A MO ND

A NEIL DIAMOND TRIBUTE BAND!

& TICKET TO RIDE

A BEATLES TRIBUTE BAND!

THE RALLY GOLF TOURNAMENT IS BACK!

TRES RIOS GOLF COURSE _ Sponsored by:
Thursday, March 19 at 830 am. et 1))

Contests Include: TravelAssistr
Stralghtest Drive ¢ Closest to Pin e Longest Putt

REGISTER TODAY!

Registration includes: REGISTRATI

« 4 Days of Camping! - 4 Days of Festivities! STARTS 4 ON
« Evening Entertainment! ONLY *
*Fee is for RV with 2 people. SI 9 9

Early bird days & electric are available at an additional cost.




HANDS ON

DIY THAVEL TRAILER

article and photos by Ed Kemp

salvage
Operation

Rebuilding an BV from
the ground up from two
junkyard trailers

n preparing for my retirement more
than 20 years ago, my wife, Helen,

and | started looking at new RVs and
found that the travel trailer with all the
extras we wanted would cost in excess
of $35,000. | priced out the materials
that would be required to build a trailer
myself and figured | could make one for
less than half the price of a new one.

We wanted a 34-foot trailer with a
three-way refrigerator, an icemaker,
a large awning and electric levelers
with controls inside, to name a few of
the hoped for conveniences. I'd seen
folks spending hours setting up their
trailers with jacks, boards and all sorts
of things. We wanted one that could be
set up in a few minutes.

| was in a salvage yard one day in
the course of my business as an auto
insurance claims supervisor, and sitting
there were two wrecked camping
trailers, both less than six months old.
One was a 28-foot Fleetwood Prowler
and the other a 34-foot Fleetwood
Terry. The Terry was exactly what we
wanted. Shortly after that, | was able to
obtain both trailers at auction.

Before | began the project, | built
a large lean-to shed on the side of my
barn to have a place out of the weather.
Then | spent two days jacking up the
Terry’s collapsed roof and supporting it
with 2x4s, so the trailer could be towed
home. It was quite a sight traveling

(Above from left) More than two decades ago, family and friends helped raise new walls on
the floor of a wrecked trailer. Today, the trailer’s interior looks as good as new.

down Interstate 75 and generated many
comments from bystanders.

From the two trailers, | salvaged all
of the doors, windows, air conditioners,
ovens, stoves and heaters. | stored du-
plicated items for future use, if needed.
| then dismantled the Terry down to
the frame and floor, to be used as the
platform, and put the broken walls
together enough so they could be used
as patterns.

This being a family project, | enlisted
my wife, son, daughter-in-law and a
friend to help, starting with installing
the new walls. | was able to save all of
the 12-volt DC wiring by laying it off to
the side. For safety reasons, | rewired
all 120-volt AC systems with new wire.

The siding presented a problem be-
cause there were no companies in my
home state of Florida doing that kind of
work. | cut a 1-foot section of the origi-
nal siding from top to bottom and sent
it to a company in Georgia to fabricate
new siding, then rented a flatbed semi-
truck to transport it home.

After the siding was installed, the

doors and windows were positioned
and new flooring put in place. The
original cabinets were destroyed be-
yond repair, but the cabinet doors were
salvaged, so we built new cabinets and
installed Formica counters and table-
tops. The original dinette seats and
valances were reupholstered, wall-
paper was placed on the interior walls,
and new drapes were made.

One problem with home-built
trailers is weight. If not controlled, it is
easy to overbuild a trailer. | carefully
weighed every item that was put on this
trailer. The listed dry weight on the orig-
inal Terry was 8,800 pounds. The loaded
weight of my trailer is 9,052 pounds.

We've since put more than 80,000
miles on the rebuilt trailer, and it’s still
in excellent condition, even though it is
more than two decades old. Our lon-
gest trip was to California, Oregon and
across the upper states to Minnesota,
then back home to Florida’s west coast.

Total cost was $12,102.33, a consid-
erable savings from the price of a new
trailer at the time. @&

DIY DUOD )) The author not only rebuilt the
trailer, he outfitted a Ford E-350 cargo van with
a TV, sink, cabinets and an electric sofa bed.
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America’s #1 Choice for RV Refrigerators

Keep Foods Cold & Fresh
Dometice Has a Refrigerator to Fit Any Opening

Dometic Elite 2+2 Refrigerators

12.3 cu. ft. of storage volume

Premium double door convenience and space
Extruded cooling fin for 15% improved performance
Divider-less freezer for wall-to-wall cooling
Automatic door lock activated by RV ignition system
Three crispers, dual-action shelf guards

Stainless steel, black stainless steel, acrylic, and wood
grain panels

Through-the-door ice water and optional ice maker

EISE  Watch the
o< Refrigerators Video

Automatic ignition- Through-the-door water Three crispers and dual- Bigger, more powerful
activated door lock and optional ice maker way shelf guards cooling unit

*ON SALE NOW! PLUS, $59 INSTALLATION at Camping World for Good Sam Club Members.
Also available at other RV retailers.

Expand Your Refrigerator or Freezer Space

CFX Portable Refrigerators/Freezers TropiCool Thermoelectric Coolers

M Refrigerate or deep ~ L “Pa B Cool and heat é“‘
freeze to -7.6°F e B AC/DC operation

B AC/DC operation = L B Lightweight

B Selectable temperature ' B [ntelligent power-saving

B Easy to carry 2 circuit
= TC-14U5
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PROPANE ON OR OFF?

ADVICE FROM 0OUR TECH TEAM

We enjoy the convenience of traveling with a fully

packed refrigerator and freezer in our 36-foot travel
trailer. My husband and | have heard from some RV enthu-
siasts that the propane should be turned off while fueling
up at gas stations, while others say it's OK to leave on.

What is recommended?

Marc and Katherine Pickard, Roscoe, Illinois

There is no question or discussion about this one,

Marc: Every propane-fueled device in your RV repre-
sents a possible ignition source for the gasoline vapors
that drift around a gas station during fueling. You need
to be sure the water heater, furnace and refrigerator are
off during a fuel stop, because if they're still on, those
devices can still be running a spark-ignition cycle while
trying to fire up a burner. To be safe, shut them all down.

— Jeff Johnston

DUMP-VALVE CONTROL
My fifth-wheel has cable-operated
waste-dump gate valves. They
have been really hard to open since |
purchased the unit a year ago. In one
outing last year, | could not drain my
blackwater tank and had to bring it 600
miles back to the dealer to be repaired.
The dealer says to lube the cables, but
how, since the trailer's underbelly is en-
closed? The last fifth-wheel | had for 15
years had rods that were accessible and
never gave me a problem.
Frank Walker, Westchester, Illinois

You're right, Frank. Lubricating the

cables generally requires access to
the cable at the valve (to release the set
screw), and that would mean dropping
the belly pan. Lubrication would help, if
you remove the cables from the housing
and spray with pure silicone. Doing this

THE TECH TEAM

may be time consuming.

A manufacturer uses a cable system
when the dump valves are located in an
odd or inaccessible place that the usual
solid rod controls won't fit. A popular
aftermarket solution to this problem is
to install some of the electrically oper-
ated dump valves available today. These
are fairly reliable and make dumping an
easy, push-button affair. — J.J.

LONG-TERM TRAILER STORAGE
In June 2013, we took delivery of
our new Jayco White Hawk 30DSRE

travel trailer. We were going to take our

“maiden voyage” the following month,

but due to an unexpected family situa-

tion, we had to cancel our trip and place
the trailer in storage. It has been in
storage ever since.

The storage lot is in a very clean

KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certified Master Technician, service man-
ager and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair.

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 18 years and
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.
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and well-maintained campground. The
surface of the lot consists of grass and
stone. To avoid problems with the tires,

| placed plastic leveling blocks under
each tire to elevate it off the grass-stone
surface and protect against moisture
and sinking. With the assistance of a
friend, the trailer was winterized in No-
vember and covered with an ADCO Tyvek
Designer cover. | stop by the storage lot
and check on things at least once every
couple of weeks. | accessed the inside
of the trailer a couple of weeks ago, and
after this past winter, | can happily say
that all looks great inside.

Depending on how things go with
my situation at home, I'm not sure if |
will be taking my trailer out this year. If
| need to keep this trailer in storage for
another year, what extra precautions do
| need to take? | try to keep my tires up
to pressure, and | have not dewinterized
the trailer. The tire covers and trailer
cover are still in place, as is the RV an-
tifreeze. | was advised not to take any
action until | am ready to use it, and the
RV antifreeze can remain in its lines for
up to two years. Is this true?

Will keeping it in storage another
year hurt? | just don’t want to take it out



of storage after an extended period of
time and have something go wrong. |
know when | do take it off the storage
lot, my first trip is to get it checked out
at an authorized Jayco dealer to have

it inspected before any long road trips.
Any advice on keeping my trailer in
long-term storage for possibly another
year will be appreciated.

Glenn Metzger, West Deptford, New Jersey

You're on the right track with

checking into longer term stor-
age of your trailer, Glenn. First, RV
water-line antifreeze doesn't go bad in
the sense of getting moldy or anything.
However, over that kind of long-term
use, it can be diluted by condensation
that forms in the water lines, and for
that reason, RV antifreeze manufactur-
ers recommend that it be refreshed
each year. Pumping fresh antifreeze
through the plumbing system is also
cheap insurance.

You didn’t mention the battery, but
I’'m guessing you're storing it, or them,
in a climate-controlled location and
hooked up to a trickle-charge battery
maintainer.

For this type of longer storage, you
might want to support the axles on
blocks to get the trailer weight off the
tires. One season on the tires isn’t bad,
but a couple years may affect them
adversely. Otherwise, you've taken the
right steps. — J.J.

LIPPERT SLIDEOUT SYSTEM
We have a 33-foot 2008 Challenger
fifth-wheel trailer with three slides

that are moved by a Lippert hydraulic

system. The slides are not controlled
individually but are all on the same
line. They move out in sequence —

1) bedroom, 2) opposing living room,

3] large living room slide — and retract

in the same sequence, 1, 2, 3. Getting

ready for a weekend trip after the fifth-
wheel sat in storage for a few months,
| attempted to open the slides, which

worked in sequence until number 3.

It moved only about a foot of its 3-foot

travel when it stopped. | retracted all

of them and let them sit for a couple of
minutes and then opened them again.

They all extended as they should.

The next day we arrived at our
weekend destination, and | attempted
to open the slides. Slides 1 and 2 de-
ployed, except slowly, and 3 started out,
slowly, but stopped about 8 inches from
full out. We retracted them and tried
again. Same result. We retracted them
for another try. Again it stopped about
8 inches from full out. | then manually
pushed it out to full extension, while my
wife pressed the slideout button.

The day of departure, they retracted
normally. We returned home and
opened the slides to clean the unit. All
of them worked normally without the
slow or sluggish movement of a few
days before and fully extended as they
should. I'm scratching my head as to
what may be the problem, if indeed
there is one.

The fluid reservoir is full, and |
haven't noticed any fluid leaks. We live

into shorepower. Given the unit’s age,
an older battery may not be in good
enough condition to fully hold a charge,
either, or there may be some corroded
connections to the pump. Check the
battery condition and state of charge
and check all of your RV's hydraulic
pump connections, and you may find
the culprit. — J.J.

VINYL FLOOR SPLITS
The reason the floor cracked or split
on Ronald Sensor’s camper (“Trailer
Floor Flummox,” July issue) is called
cold-cracking. It's due to the way the
trailer is built. The floor is built, then
the flooring is put down, and the walls
then put on top of the flooring, clamping
it so it can’t contract. At extreme tem-
peratures of minus-20 degrees or less,
the flooring will crack. | just replaced
the bathroom floor. | had stored my

A trailer’s axle carrying capacity is calculated
by starting with the trailer’s wet axle weight,
meaning empty of cargo but with propane
and freshwater aboard

in Tucson, Arizona, and traveled to Flag-
staff, where the air temperature was
about 30 degrees cooler than Tucson
that day. | can’t imagine the tempera-
ture would affect the operation unless it
was below freezing, which it wasn't. The
only thing | can zero in on is the pump.
We are leaving for another trip soon, so
| would like to resolve this issue.

Don Scheibe, Tucson, Arizona

The system seems to work OK part

of the time, so it seems the pump
is probably OK, Don. You didn’t say
anything about the electrical system,
batteries or how the trailer is stored, as
far as the batteries being plugged in.
We suspect the first problem, when you
took out the trailer from storage, may
be due to a partially discharged battery.
The proper slideout performance when
you left the campground could be be-
cause the battery(s) were charged dur-
ing the campout while being plugged

trailer at the dealer, and he had 50 or so
cold-cracked floors this year, some on
brand-new rigs.

Robert Crone, Carthage, New York

Thank you for the information on

the split vinyl flooring, Bob. We've
received several emails with essentially
the same information, so it appears our
past winter was frigid enough to affect a
lot of stored RVs. It's good to know there
probably isn't a more sinister problem
going on, such as a wet and buckling
subfloor. — J.J.

AXLE OVERLOAD?
In the June issue, the TrailManor
2417KS is listed with a GvwR of
4,041 pounds. Subtracting the stated
hitch weight of 450 pounds gives 3,591
pounds on the axle, which exceeds the
3,500-pound gross axle weight rating

(6AwR). Surely, “close enough” is not
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good enough in today’s litigious society.
Are the GvWR and cargo capacity slightly
overstated? Also, it would be nice to
see the origin and load rating of the
tires to further identify the trailer's
capacity limit.

Mike Kempin, Cedar Rapids, lowa

Living in a litigious society also
means paying close attention to
the small details and how all the per-

DuPont Surfaces, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card
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YOUR HOUSE ON WH
OUTDO YOUR HOUSE WITH THE ZIP CODE.

With DuPont™ solid surface, your countertops are just as beautiful as the places

EELS MAY

you drive them to. Beautiful, nonporous and durable, DuPont™ Corian® solid
surface is the #1 U.S. brand in kitchen and bathroom countertops, and a sure
sign of a quality RV manufacturer. Also, due to its incomparable quality,
Corian® has had zero RV product warranty claims since 2006.

Visit www.rvsurfaces.dupont.com to learn more ablout DuPont™ Corian®
solid surface and the quality RV manufacturers that use it.

Photo provided by @ "gystans RV

© 2014 E.|. du Pont de Nemours and Company. Al rights reserved. The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™ and Corian®
solid surfaces are trademarks or registered trademarks of E.I. du Pont'de Nemours and Company or its affiliates.

tinent facts fit together. Take another
look at the TrailManor spec box in that
issue, Mike, and look up one line from
the 4,041 6wwr figure. The axle weight
on that trailer is 2,518 pounds, which
leaves a chunk of cargo capacity before
reaching the trailer’s 3,500-pound gross
axle weight rating (6awr). So to answer
the question, no, the Gvwr and cargo ca-
pacity are not overstated. The figures all
line up well on this trailer.

-

Atrailer’s axle carrying capacity is
calculated by starting with the trailer’s
wet axle weight, meaning empty of cargo
but with propane and freshwater aboard,
which is the 2,518 pounds shown in the
article. The axle is rated at 3,500 pounds
GAWR, and the difference between the
wet weight and Gawr is 982 pounds of
weight-carrying capacity on the axle.
The hitch also carries some of the trail-
er's weight, of course, and that explains
the 1,073-pound cargo carrying capacity
stated in the article.

The axle’s 3,500-pound GAWR is
established by the axle manufacturer,
based on the capacity of all the com-
ponents in the axle, including the steel
components, wheel bearings, axle brak-
ing capacity, wheel load rating and tire
rating. All of the components in the axle
need to meet or exceed the axle’s 3,500-
pound GAWR; in effect, the GAWR is based
on the weakest link in the chain, so to
speak. The tires and wheels, for ex-
ample, are always selected to be equal
to or more than, in this case, the stated
3,500-pound GAWR. As long as you know
the axle GAWR, you can be assured the
tires and wheels are up to carrying the
GAWR capacity. — J.J.

MORE ON TIRE BALANCING

| read Bob Hines’ letter in May’s RV

Clinic about his Chinese-made tires.
Please ask him to have his next trailer’s
tires balanced. The wheels also may
have come from China and will not allow
the balancing to occur. That is what
happened with my Coleman CTS233QB
trailer. We put only 400 miles on the unit,
and | wanted the tires balanced before
starting our summer travels.

We had Discount Tire try to balance
all five tires/wheels, and none would.
We then replaced all five wheels with
Discount Tire’s Trailer White W21-4612
wheels and had all five tires balanced
without any issues. | hope these tires
now last the summer through the
mountains and hills of Arizona by at
least being balanced. | also hope that
others will not have the same issue
and assume that the problem is their
driving, the road or the tires, when all
along it could have been the wheels that



caused the problems.

Our RV’s old wheels were made in
China by Jingu. The trailer was built
by Dutchmen, and the warranty guide
points to Lionshead Specialty at 574-

533-6169 for wheel and tire information.

Howard Billings, Sun City, Arizona

It's not a popular thing to do yet

among trailer towing enthusiasts,
but we encourage people to have their
trailer wheels balanced to help prolong
tire and related hardware life. It would
take a seriously defective wheel to be
bad enough that it can’t allow the tire
and wheel combination to be balanced,
but your experience seems to point that
way. — J.J.

LEVELING THE TRAILER

I'm a first-time RV owner. | park

my RV on my driveway. The front
of the driveway has about a 20 percent
slope. | use leveling blocks and the jack
to level the trailer. | also live in an area
where the winds can get up to 25 to 30
MPH. What will be the safest way to add
blocks to level the RV besides pouring
more concrete on the driveway?
Thomas Choy, Lancaster, California

I’'m guessing that, as it sits, you

need to crank the trailer A-frame
jack way down to bring it to level, and
you're concerned about how wobbly the
jack post is with it extended that far.

First, be sure the tires are chocked

front and back with substantial blocks
of wood or concrete. If you build up a
base for the A-frame jack, it should
look like a pyramid. The wider the
base, the better, so start with a stack
of 2x6-inch lumber about 18 inches
long. Alternate two on the ground,
two across those, two more across
those and so forth. Then use 2x6-inch
lumber, perhaps 12 inches long, and
stack those farther, again alternating
them so they lay across each succes-
sive layer. Top those with two or three
layers of boards and use those as the
base on which the A-frame jack rests,
with the flat plate, not a wheel, at-
tached to the bottom of the post. The
assembly should be more than steady

enough to keep your trailer secure in
the gusty winds of the desert. — J.J.

HIGH-TEMPERATURE PAINT
FOR RV GAS RANGE TOP
My husband and | have a 1977 High-
liner RV with a Wedgewood three-
burner LP-gas stove with oven. The
range top, which pops out, is white and
is starting to chip and peel. | have called
the company that makes this stove
and was told they no longer make this
model. | have called Dampney Company
of Massachusetts, which carries Thur-
malox paint, and was advised | cannot
use this paint on the range top as it will
blister and peel due to the open gas
flame. Please advise if there is a high-
temperature paint | can use, as the
stove is otherwise in good condition
and works fine, and I'm hoping | don’t
have to replace it.
Peg Cardinal, Guilderland, New York

You might try some exhaust header

paints such as VHT, which is avail-
able in white (although it is more of
a flat white] at auto-parts stores and
speed shops. If you want a more durable
coating, contact a shop that provides
ceramic header coating such as Jet-Hot
(www.jet-hot.com). — Ken Freund

RAIN LEAKS

Two of my camper’s six cargo com-

partments leak rainwater. My RV
repair guy installed new tight-fitting
gaskets along the rim of the doors, mak-
ing it rather hard to close the doors, and
they still leak. | know to check around
manual latches and keyed locks for
leaks. | have hose-tested, spraying hard,
and they seem watertight, but somehow
rain is still getting in. | fixed a few minor
leaks by removing a latch or lock and
drying things thoroughly, then applyed a
little silicone glue and reassembled, fol-
lowed by wiping away the excess, drying,
and retesting with hose spray.

My repair guy told me to drill drain
holes in the floor of the compartments,
which helps, but | still find some rain-
water in there. Is there anything else |
can do to make those compartments

866-794-8357

S00-1200 LB, CAPACITY ,TORSION SUSPENSION
CANNOT JACKKNIFE OR FISHTAIL

Fast Master Products, Circle 115 on Reader Service Card

281-391-6750

Towing
Products

Takes out up
to 60% of that
rough ride.

Locate a dealer near you

Young's Products, Circle 142 on Reader Service Card

today, call 800-837-8578
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TRA Certification, Inc., Circle 138 on Reader Service Card

since 1949!

The Alde Compact 3010 delivers the highest levels of
comfort and efficiency for heat and hot water in your RV.
With heat provided by Alde’s heating technology

your nights will be warm, quiet and cozy.

Enjoy your camping experience all year long

with true four season comfort with Alde.

For more information please visit www.alde.us

el T /Alde

wllly Gl (D D Clean, Quiet & Comfortable Heating

Alde, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card
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Conserve water.

Shower with
a friend.
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watertight, or do all campers with fiber-
glass cargo compartments leak?
Bob Haynes, Tampa, Florida

| suggest you obtain plastic con-

tainers with lids for everything in
the compartments. | have found leaks
by crawling inside compartments
(where possible] with a flashlight while
a helper sprays water from a hose noz-
zle at possible leak spots. Make sure the
assistant is not angry with you before
you get locked in! It may be that flexing
on the road opens up gaps that don't
appear when your RV is parked. — K.F.

MOUNTING A GENERATOR
We just purchased a 2015 Rockwood
32-foot Signature Ultra Lite fifth-
wheel. | was thinking about purchasing
a bolt-on receiver and purchasing the
Torklift lock and load carrier for my
Honda EU3000is generator. The rear
bumper is welded to the frame rails.
Will the weight be too much? The spare
tire is already attached to the bumper.
Brian and Andrea Perry,
Berkley, Massachusetts

Honda’s specifications show the

generator as weighing 134 pounds
dry, and 3.4 gallons of fuel plus oil
bring it up to about 155 pounds in round
numbers. That’s a fair amount to have
hanging off the back (I'd recommend
mounting it in the tow vehicle behind the
cab, if possible). Besides the physical
strength of the rear bumper and frame
rails, consider that this will make your
rig even longer, and having that much
weight in back reduces hitch weight,
which could lead to sway. A bolt-on re-
ceiver won't work; you'll need a welder
to fabricate a custom receiver. Fifth-
wheel trailers are more forgiving than
travel trailers, but | suggest you pay
careful attention to weights. — K.F. &

HAVE A QUESTION? )») Email our
experts at: RVClinic@trailerlife.com

or write to: RV Clinic, 2750 Park View
Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California
93036. No phone calls, please.




WALK-THROUGH:
STARCHAFT AUTUMN RIDGE 286KB5

The Autumn Ridge offers a huge shower en-
closure, dual showerheads and a glass door
for luxurious cleanup accommodations.

(continued from page 60) features a king-
size bed that somehow doesn’t dwarf
the floor space, and small shelves
flanking the comfy bed are useful for
eyeglasses, books and remotes. The

bedroom area is a bit dark when the sun

goes down, as the included lights are
more of the mood variety. We'd like to
see a light placed above the vanity desk
in the wardrobe unit.

Overall, Starcraft has done a fine
job making the Autumn Ridge much
more upscale than its price would in-
dicate. Smart appointments like raised
panels, textured surfaces and window
treatments make it easy to forget that
this is a family trailer at its core. There
are also dual-entry models (pictured
on page 59) for more family conscious
versatility. Add LED lighting outside and
in, a porthole-type living-room skylight
lined with the same (Premier Package)
and a truly impressive bathroom ar-
rangement, and it's easy for buyers
to appreciate how some subtle, well-
placed extras can bring a trailer up a
few notches in terms of overall value
and livability. &

€ Little Guy }

less is the new more.

stop planning, start living

Teardrop Camper/Trailer y

Special thanks to Crestview RV
(512-282-3516, www.crestviewrv.com)
in Buda, Texas, for assistance with this
Walk-Through.

or tab-rv.com to find a local dealer

Little Guy Trailers, Circle 125 on Reader Service Card

The Ultimate RV - Digital Wireless
\\} BACKUP CAMERA SYSTEM

MODEL # RVS-7706123WQ-C

”INN UATIVE:

EASYWSTMMTIUH :

LIMITED QUANTITIES

Rear View Safety, Circle 133 on Reader Service Card
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Developing quality built kayaks
that can travel with you anywhere!

Don't let the sun bake
your awning!

R

Protect it for life witha
snap-on cover.

—

awninzprn-lech.cnm

Enter Code TLM2014
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Phone 206-310-6234

For advertising information contact Terry Thompson:
Email Terry.Thompson@goodsam.com
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Marketplace, 3431 S. 257th Street, Kent, WA 98032

The IDAHO TOTE is attached and not
drawn as a regular trailer.

Simply put:
“YOU DO NOTHING BUT DRIVE!”

* 3000 Ib GVW
= Pressure sensing steering axle

 Steers traveling forward or backing up

TR 2 Wﬂ

IDAHO TOTE DOLLY, INC.

www.idahotote.com
Call 208-276-3203 or 509-751-6297

HONDA

GENERATORS

o

All units are shipped pre-serviced and
tested for output with extra spark plug.

Free shipping costinestal LLS. Mo sales tax. Mo insarance charge.

Get your back-up power now!

Ball POWER EQUIPMENT

Full Line Honda Dealer
Lightweight « Super quiet  Eco throttie » D.C. charging

Couple 2 units together to Double output

Kansas City, MO
77) 225-5200 Toll Free

E —— SUSPENSION SPECIALISTS + —&|

Your Source for Firestone
Rir Spring Kits and Accessories

Eliminate Suspension Sag
No Drilling Kits
Competitive Prices
Quick Shipments

Free Shipping
Cau 1-800-358-4751

OR ORDER ONLINE AT
WWW.TRUCKSPRING.COM

DUAL WHEEL CONVERSIONS

Convert your Pick-up or Suburban
to dual wheels the Arrowcraft way.

- No Axle Changes

- Easy Installation

- Steel or Aluminum Wheels
- Custom Styled Fenders

For More information:
Arrowceraft Products, Inc
5022 Leafdale Blvd.
Royal Oak, Ml 48073
(248) 280-0210 Fax: (248) 280-1679

Web Site: www.arrowcraft.com
E-Mail: dualies@arrowcraft.com




BUGS OUT

SHIELD IN IMATE

CLIMATE BUG SHIELD
is currently available for 30 amp square box
hook-ups and for 30 amp round box applications

CLIMATE BUG SHIELD

No More Bugs In Your Camper!

www.climatebugshield com * samcast2249@ yahoo.com
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u&:lkaryF nks in-30/56, 70, B{ld
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GOT A WEDGIE?

ULTRA-HIGH
EFFICIENCY

g SAVES FUEL!
e RUNS COOL!

LED Up;grade for Wedge Base Bulbs
912, 921 and Similar

JIRAH COMPANY 909-297-1926
WWW. ahled.com
sales@jirahled.com

Park it with
Power Caster!

Maneuver your trailer easily in limited
space, around corners, forward or reverse
2 with the flip of a switch!

SAFE to use:
| Chain guard

¥/ Ground wire |

The Original
Trailer Mover!
Manutactured since 1967,

(800) 773-3833
(626) 287-6117

www.powercaster.com
5001 Encinita Ave., Temple City, CA 91780

CalMark Cover Co. since 1982
has your RV Sthbrella® covered!

% 100% USA Made

FSR® Construction

Zipper Doors

Full 6 Year Warranty

100% Guarantee
» » Highest UV Rated

et

ﬁ""'-.uaﬁﬁ = Water Resistant
5 « Breathable

o * Mold/Mildew Resistant
Sthbrella’ Reven s * 100% Non Abrasive
Best fabric for ALL weather conditions in USA & Canada
1-800-838-7236 &
calmarkcovers.com B%-B
info@calmarkcovers.com "™
Specializing in all types of RVs, Horse trailers & more!

HONDA

GEMNERATORS

When Quiet Counts, a-q ‘1-“ e

Count on Honda

SHIPPED SAME DAY wam

LOWEST PRICES
ANYWHERE!!

800-832-7365 @D

MOYQSPORTS

O LRZAS
1850 N. State St. Ukiah, Ca. 95482
ol s w725, o e ey
| the Ouner's Markal beore your Horda Poows wmf’ peneneion
|n m.mm-u 'ﬁwﬂ“bﬁmm

M4 Retrofit LED Lights
Easy Retrofit LED Bulbs for
all Motorhomes & Trailers

Save 80% of your Battery Power

and Reduce Heat!

Round & wedge base, tube lights,
halogen replacements, festoons,
plate lights, reading Iamps, and more.

Priority Mail Shipping!
"‘-l u‘%

Made Specifically for RVs
Quality gggt{its Realistic Prices

T ingu I’eswecorne

detailed informative website

http://m4led.com

WA 5% off code:TL5 878.961.6497
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Terry Thompson
206-310-6234
terry.thompson@goodsam.com

RVing Women

Fun
Support
Adventure
Friendship
Education

480-671-6226

WWWw.rvingwomen.org

NEVER ‘WAX AGAIN

Easy 2-step process. Wipe
on, let dry. Looks like new,

Restore and
Erolect. No rub-
ing or buffing.

SE E our video demo on our website!

www.poligl ucts.co
800-922-5013

Parkufcih

[EED

1.888.926.5517
www.parkit360.com

& Good Sam Club

Now, more money-saving
reasons to join!
+Good Sam RV Park Camping Discounts
- Camping World Club Pricing
- Pilot Flying ) Fuel, Propane & Dump
Station Discounts
+ Plus Many More!

Join today at
GoodSamClub.com
or call 1.800.234.3450

Visit Trailerlife.com
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REESE FIFTH WHEEL HITCHES

ELITE" 18K & 25K * TITAN° 16K & 20K

PIONEERING PERFORMANCE

Includes 90° ,-5/(~

Wire Harness

The Reese® Elite™ 18K & 25K Fifth Wheel

Hitches provide the highest quality standard

in performance, reliability, and ease of use.

* 25K model - 25,000 Ibs. gross / 6,250 Ibs. pin
weight capacities / 4° side-to-side / 14" to
16-1/2" vertical adjustment

* 18K model - 18,000 Ibs. gross / 4,500 Ibs. pin
weight capacities / 4° side-to-side / 14" to 18"
vertical adjustment

e Utilizes custom under-bed rail kits (sold
separately)

o Wider 9" (vs. 6') king pin funnel

» Strong, high capacity forged single jaw design
o Self-latching jaw & king pin indicator

 Wider footprint for increased stability

* Lockable extended length handle (lock sold
separately)

* Pre-assembled - Installs easily

S

. Reese® Elite™ 18K with a
\—t = slider allows additional turn-
7\ * ing clearance and reduces
/ opportunities for truck/
S

trailer damage especially in
a short bed or extended cab
short bed pickup truck .

LIMITED
LIFETIME

% —
TN

Titan® 20K \ “\
(\\!

Reese® once again revolutionizes the fifth
wheel the newTitan® 16K and 20K. Reese®
remains unmatched in safety, reliability and
performance. Optional slider available for
additional turning clearance.

* 16K model - 16,000 Ibs. gross / 4,000 Ibs. pin
weight capacities

* 20K model - 20,000 Ibs. gross / 5,000 Ibs. pin
weight capacities

* Vertical height adjustment from 14" to 18"

* Double jaw mechanism designed for longer
wear, with improved tolerances, eliminating
chucking in jaw system

* Improved head funneling for king pin to latch

* Improved life and wear with added grease
points

* Requires rails & installation kit (sold separately)

SAE J2638 compliant

e Sidewinder compatible

Y &7 e S / N 5 e TN
. : { 4 ot e
' @:K J = o
B - .
= VL e mEmm

NEW CONTOURED NEW CAST HEAD & NEW CAST PIVOT
HANDLE CAST JAW SYSTEM BEAM

+

ON SALE NOW! PLUS, $149 INSTALLATION at Camping World for Good Sam Club Members.
Also available at other RV retailers.



]. U_MINUTE TE [:H TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

Glasses and
Cups Stay Put

With the often-close quarters
in a travel trailer, knocking

a glass off a shelf or table is
always a concern. | used the
dimensions of all of the types
of cups and glasses that we
have in our RV for wine, water,
coffee, etc. and created a
holder that attached to the shelf
under the window between

our two lounge chairs. This
design safely holds all styles
of drinkware, and we no longer
have broken glasses. The top
shelf bows out in the center
far enough to support a bowl
of snacks.

Darryl Steeves, Calgary, Alberta

..............................................................................................................

| noticed that my neighbor’s A-frame jack had
sunk into the asphalt driveway because the
wood had failed. | made a support block from
layers of 2x4-inch lumber, screwed and glued
together. | finished with a 4-inch-round steel
electrical plate cover. The A-frame jack now
sits on the plate and is very secure. It has
worked well, both at home and away. | hope
this idea will help other RVers so they won't
have to deal with broken boards or sunken
A-frame jack supports.

J. Kaner, Anchorage, Alaska

X Marks Your Stuff

We marked anything that can be stolen from outside our RV with a dab of paint, using the same
color. For instance, we marked under the arms of our folding chairs, on the bottom of the cooler,
under lanterns and on tools. That way, we are able to identify our items if they should end up in
another campsite. — George Barthelmes, Wellborn, Florida &

To send your submission, write to: 10-Minute Tech, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 or email: 10minutetech @trailerlife.com.
Please include an illustration or photo, if applicable. Trailer Life will pay you $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.
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MOST VERSATILE COMPACT AUTOMATIC
PORTABLE SATELLITE TV ANTENNA

Works with DIRECTV (SD) or DISH (SD/HD)
Supports 2 receivers for 2 TV viewing
Permanent roof mount option (sold separately)
i mﬁéfﬁj Available in black or white

! & 1 ?{ﬁ‘-’ J‘ Only 14.3" in diameter

B4 d:ish

DIRECTV

g Also available at other RV retailers

Take Your Satellite TV On The Go

RVING | TAILGATING | CAMPING | VACATION HOMES | TRUCKING | HUNTING
BACKYARD BBQS | AND MORE!

g ; WINNER
AW 5 R THE2ND

WINEGARD ~© 7 oomw

DISH is a registered trademark of DISH Network L.L.C. DIRECTV is a registered trademark of DIRECTV, LLC. © 2014 Winegard Company




LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &

Ozone resistant -- good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

www.rv-barbuddy.net

You can now store your spring bars
cleanly and securely. Bar Buddy brackets
are made to fit all trailer frames.

$49.96 plus shipping. Call: 408-887-5516

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401.

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

CAMPING MEMBERSHIP, MULTI-CAMPGROUNDS
Home base at Gettysburg, PA w/ability to
camp across U.S. and Canada for $10-$15

per night. Asking $3,000. Must Sell.

Call Julius 410-636-5649

HELP WANTED

RV TRAVEL GUIDE

&CAMPGROUND DIRECTORY

FOR COUPLES - AN EXCITING OPPORTUNITY IN
ADVERTISING SALES. Looking for highly
qualified, internet savvy, self-motivated
couples w/good computer skills & sales
background-experience selling intangible
products a plus (for possible future

openings). Couples would represent

Good Sam RV Travel Guide & Campground
Directory as self-employed, independent
contractors selling print & digital advertising to
RV Parks/Campgrounds, Dealers and the Travel
and Tourism market. Responsibilities also
Include gathering accurate, in-depth
Information & applying criteria in evaluating RV
Parks/Campgrounds. Your commitment would be
during the early Spring & Fall months traveling in
your own RV throughout an assigned territory.
For info email: christine.distlldgoodsam.com.
Give us your names, address, and phone.

DELIVER RVs W/YOUR TRUCK. DRIVERS NEEDED
NOW to pick up & deliver RVs to dealer!

Top pay. Choose your own trips -- drive as
much or as little as you like all across US &
Canada. Free orientation & training. See
video: www.classic-transportinc.com. Email
Rhonda at rblanchard(@classic-transportinc.com
or call 866-724-1606.
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TRAILERS, ACCESSO0RIES, REAL ESTATE AND MORE!

Earn While You Travel. Up to 65% Commission.
Complimentary RV Site While Working. Need
self-motivated people with computer

& sales experience. Adventure Awaits!!!
800.832.3292 ¢ SoutheastPublications.com

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village
RV Lots $20s, RV Casitas $120s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

BRICK 3BR/2BA HOME IN SCIENCE HILL, KY.
10 mi to lake, good schools, lrg walk in
closets, all appls. 29 x 29" enclosed garage
plus 18 x 40" RV or boat gar w/12 x 12.7°
door. 30 amp & water. $165K. 606-379-6752

INVESTMENTS

EARN 6% INTEREST

PER ANNUM

1(855) 306-3223 Toll Free
Not available in some states.

LEGAL SERVICES

MONTANA LLC LAWYER e SAVE SALES TAX $
on next RV purchase e Attorney operated.
* Go with 36+ years experienced law firm.
1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com

MAIL FORWARDING

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD

LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us first!

OUR MAIL TRAVEL SERVICE « 800-723-0110

e Merritt Island, FL. No State Income Tax

¢ No Vehicle Inspection ® Low RV Reg

24Yrs Exp ® FREE BROCHURE e mailtravelservice.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Visited Someplace Awesome?
Taken An Awesome Picture?

Turn It Into Art or a Puzzle
Any photo made into a 320-pc. puzzle, 16"x20"
Professional canvas print, gallery wrap frame, 11°x17"
Wall mural, removable satin fabric, 24"x24"
$29 peritem c/caccepted +34 shipping/item fast service
434-987-0002 - higeyeview@gmail.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE

RIVERFRONT PROPERTY ON CLEARWATER RIVER
in Kooskia, ID. 2 RV lots w/beautiful

park model home. $120K. For more

info and photos call 208-559-3368

2 LOTS IN SOUTH CENTRAL COLORADO
Private RV Development. Utilities on site.
Walk to river, lots of area attractions.
Deeded lots, $85,000 both. 806-239-5974.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV 7.

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.
60,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings
www.RVT.com or 1.877.705.0025

RV REGISTRY

www.rvregistry.com

Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners

No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers 800-546-8457

RV LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT

DEER CREEK RV GOLF RESORT DAVENPORT, FL.
40x80 PAVED LOT WITH SHED. HAS CABLE TV
CLOSE TO DISNEY AND OTHER ATTRACTIONS
$600 PER MONTH 863-420-3032 OR EMAIL
JCDEN51@GMAIL.COM



For advertising information contact Katey Purgatorio:

Phone 847-229-6756 Fax 270-495-6278 Email Katey.Purgatorio@goodsam.com
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Classified Department, 3431 S. 257th Street, Kent, WA 98032

RV PARTS

AFFORDABLE RVing

Parts, Sales & Rentals

We are the Home Depot of RV Parts and
Supplies! You won't find a better deal!
Located in Portland, OR. Call US direct
(@ 503-659-3610. Visit our Ebay store:
Ebay.com/usr/affordablerving_parts

SERVICES

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC

Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save
over the past 18 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

WORLDWIDE RV TOURS AND RALLIES
Mexico, Canada, Alaska, Overseas & USA
Rallies: Rose Parade, Kentucky Derby, NYC
Albuguerque Balloon, Calgary Stampede
800-952-8496 www.fantasyrvtours.com

RV Tours & Rallies across North America
AlaskaeCanadaeUSAeMexico+Overseas
Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or
call for your FREE Catalog 844-872-7897

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

NEW M2 FOUR DOOR RV TRUCK

CUMMINS, AUTO - air ride suspension, seats,
hitch. 4 leather reclining seats, huge storage,
$99,000 623-451-7121 mountainmaster.net

2006 MED DUTY TRUCK, RV, MCLOADER/CARRIER
& MC. 275 HP, Allison 6 spd 42 K mi, huge storage
33" 5th wheel, slide, gen. HD SPORTSTER

4K mi, $49,900. 623-451-7121

TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

Trus 4 Season Camper (Sub-Zaro Raled) = oy

NEW 2015 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3: Loaded
Only $102,232 New units-Cust order avail at no chg.
Guar Best Price! More info at 877-643-7532. View
Full Line of New/Used Units. www.rvs4less.net

MSRP: $107 498w,

NEW 2015 Heartland Landmark Key Largo

Full Body Paint. Loaded Only $73,900! Guar Best
Price! 888-255-6907. New units-Loaded. Cust order
avail no chg. View New/Used Units.www.rvs4less.net

Free 3 Day
-2 Night
RV GETAWAY!

COAS@COAST
P, 10
\-/ EST. 1972

This is your chance to experience
the exclusive country club lifestyle
of a membership camping resort
during a free 3 day-2 night stay.
Enjoy full resort privileges, and
while you're there, you'll receive
a complimentary orientation tour
of the property and learn how
you can enjoy the membership
resort lifestyle any time.

by calling 1-866-360-1909
or visit
GoastResorts.com/Getaway

Offer subject to certain qualification requirements and other
terms and conditions including the requirement to attend an
approximately 90 minute property tour. Offer not valid for current
Coast to Coast members. GTC31389 0514




NEBHASKHA CITY, NEBRASEA

Cornhusker State
Time Capsule

The Kregel Windmill Factory Museumn
showcases Middle America’s development
of modern technology

ebraska City is on the Nebraska-
lowa border, which is the Missouri
River. These two states and their
immediate neighbors produce most
of the livestock that is raised in the
United States. This is all farm and ranch
country, and Nebraska City is about
in the middle of it. It is also windmill
country — or it was in 1903 when George
Kregel built his windmill factory here.

This small factory — more like a heavy-duty machine
shop — made windmills for two generations of Kregels.
Today, it could still produce windmills, but instead it is a
well-preserved showcase of the early 1900s. It's a factory
museum, the only one like it in the country, and has a metal
lathe, the oldest piece in the shop, that was developed
during the Civil War.

The American whirligig windmill has been around
for as long as farmers and ranchers have needed water
pumped from deep wells. A windmill cannot pump enough
water to irrigate field crops, but it can keep water troughs
full for livestock.

Windmills have been in use around the world for
centuries, mainly to grind grain. The Dutch made them a
national symbol, using them with dikes to keep the sea
from flooding the land. What schoolroom, where we were
taught geography, didn’t have a picture on the wall of a
windmill in Holland with all the tulips in bloom?

We in America have our own style of windmill. It does
not have the frills and charm of the Old World embodied
in the Dutch windmill with its paddlewheel blades, called
“sails.” But few symbols are more glamorous, yet poetic,
than that given to the ranchers and farmers of America in
their windmills.

George Kregel and his son, Arthur, began making
windmills before World War |, here on Central Avenue
in this single-story wood-frame factory. “Their ELli brand
windmill was simple in design,” Jim Stark told me. “It
turns out that they lasted the longest of any made in that
day.” Jim is vice president of the board that runs the Kregel

by Bill Graves

(Top) Belts and spinning wheels are what drove the Kregel
Windmill Factory in the early 1900s. The factory now is just as it
was when it closed in 1939. (Above) Jim Stark explained that some
of the old Eli windmills, made here, are still operational today.

Windmill Factory Museum, recently opened to the public.

The Kregels are gone now, but their factory remains just
as they left it when they quit making Eli windmills in 1939.
To me, it appeared as a workshop where the employees
were on a lunch break.

The energy that drove this factory is suspended from the
ceiling — wheels of all sizes joined together by belts. Some
wheels are small and wide; others are narrow and 3 feet in
diameter. It is fascinating to see how the Kregels applied
what | would call “bicycle-engineering” to create grinding
and drilling tools that operate with great speed and power.
Two electric motors run the whole place.

“Do you ever run it?” | asked.

Jim said, “We have, and it has a rhythm of its own that's
like nothing | have heard or felt. With all the belts running,
the sound is of an occasional squeak and a constant whir
that moves the air. Of course, it's illegal to run it today, as
the belts are unguarded. Otherwise, we could throw the
knife switch right now and start doing work.”

Jim told me that before the windmill came on the scene,
Nebraska was almost a desert. Pioneers lived along the
rivers. Carrying water at 8 pounds a gallon got old very
quickly. It is not hard to see how this Nebraska City factory
helped Middle America develop and prosper in the last
century. As Jim put it, “The windmill was the workhorse
that helped settle the Plains States.”

Welcome to America’s Outback. &

m Bill will be in South Dakota. To connect with Bill, email him at roadscribe@aol.com

130 TRAILERLIFE September 2014



WHO WILL WIN?
YOU DECIDE.

Vote for your favorite RV products in Trailer Life’s Readers’ Choice Awards.
Go to TrailerLife.com/Readers-Choice today to voice your opinion.

VOTE TODAY! F%

Go online or scan this code with your smartphone. E 1




JOIN US IN @@

PHOENIX!

MARCH 19 - 22, 2015

AT THE PHOENIX INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY

' 3.

HALO'S “BEST IN SHOW”

RALLY DOG SHOW! Sponsored by GS Pet Insurance SPONSORED BY COAST TO COAST ENJOY Y OF GOLF!
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND: | THE RALLY GOLF TOURNAMENT IS BACK!
SUPER DIAMOND TRES RIOS GOLF COURSE
A NEIL DIAMOND TRIBUTE BAND! o sponsored by

Thursday, March19 at 830 am. E i)
& TICKET TO RIDE Contests Include: TravelAssistDd
A BEATLES TRIBUTE BAND! Straightest Drive ¢ Closest to Pin e Longest Putt

DON’T MISS OUT! REGISTER TODAY!

¢ Hundreds of Motorized & Towable RVs

in all shapes and sizes on display! Registration includes:

* Shop for the Latest RV Accessories! « 4 Days of Camping! - 4 Days of Festivities!
Over 300 indoor booths! E y Ent rtp° 8 tl y

* More than 20 Informative Seminars Each Day! * bvening tntertainment:

° Unforgettable Entertainment! *Fee is for RV yvith 2 pepple. Early bird

* Test Drive an RV on the Track! S%Ttiﬁﬁcctgsctare nekleatan REGIST RA TIoN

« Thousands of the Friendliest RVers in the World... SMRB' AT
Good Sam Club Members! ONLY 519 9*

visitus: TheRally.com  caiu=800.701.1399




You really can have it all -~ luxury, affordability, the absolute

freedom to make each day your own adventure on the road or

in the campsite. With 9 floorplans, and many custom options,

we are #1 Choice in downsizing. Stop waiting for “someday”
and live your life to the fullest today.

Factn nirect phoenixcruiser.com Visit our website for more
53247 Mari!avDrive Elkhart, IN 877'754'8535 photos and information.



offer up to an available 19,600 Ibs of class-leading conventional towing:* And
fifth-wheel or gooseneck hitch, the available Duramax 6.6L V-8 Turbo Diesel
he power to tow up to 23,200 Ibs! Discover how capability like this makes the

HD more than just a truck. It’s incredible thinking in the form of a truck.

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

#INCREDIBLETHINKING Preproduction model shown. *Maximum trailer weight ratings are calculated
assuming a properly equipped base vehicle, plus driver. See dealer for details. **Requires 3500HD Crew Cab Dual
Rear Wheel 4WD with available Duramax 6.6L V-8 Turbo Diesel engine.  “Requires 35600HD Regular Cab Dual Rear
Wheel 4WD with available Duramax 6.6L V-8 Turbo Diesel engine. Vehicle as shown, up to 22,600 Ibs. ©2014 General
Motors. All rights reserved. Denali® Duramax® GMC® Sierra® WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE®

GMC Sierra, Circle 117 on Reader Service Card






