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RVer’s
THE

C H O I C E

From a remote mountain lakeside to a parking lot full of  
sports fans, it’s not uncommon to �nd RVers with TVs, radios,  
computers, small power tools, blenders, co�ee makers,  
air conditioners and other electrical accessories—all powered  
by portable generators. For more than 35 years, outdoor  
enthusiasts have turned to Honda portable generators for 

reliable, e�cient, quiet operation to provide AC power when a 
power post isn’t nearby.

Setting the Standard
A Honda portable generator is the best choice for a vari-

ety of outdoor power needs, and an especially good choice for 
RV use. Honda EU Series inverter portable generators provide  
clean, regulated AC output that lets today’s electronics operate 
the way they were intended. All EU Series models are part of 
Honda’s Super Quiet Series of portable generators, with totally 
enclosed bodies and oversized mu�ers that o�er ultra quiet 
operation so they won’t disturb the peace and quiet of a rustic 
campsite or add to the din of a crowded tailgating area.

Quiet, compact, fuel-efficient Honda portable 

generators stand head and shoulders above 

other pint-sized power plants.

Special Advertising Section

Honda EU Series generators are 
equipped with Honda commercial grade 
four-stroke engines and feature overhead 
valves, a ball bearing-supported crank-
sha� for longer life and less vibration, a 
low oil alert that shuts down the engine 
to prevent damage, easy starts thanks to 
Honda’s auto decompression technol-
ogy, plus an electronic ignition for hot-
ter spark and more reliable ignition every 
time you start it up.

Compact in size and fuel e�cient, 
Honda portable generators are easy to 
bring along and give you maximum run 
time per gallon of regular unleaded gas. 
�e EU2000, EU2000 Companion and 
EU3000 Handi are easily paralleled with 
a second unit for twice the power when 
you need it, such as running your RV roof 
air conditioner. �ey also allow you the 
freedom to use only one generator when 
power needs are less, such as for light-
ing, a co�ee maker, small microwave or 
other appliances.

Generator Care
Honda generators are easy to main-

tain because they are designed to make it 
easy to check key functions, like oil level 
and air �lter. A good rule of thumb with 
any generator is to check the oil daily, each 
time you �ll the fuel tank. If your genera-
tor is operating in dusty environments, 
keep an eye on the air �lter. A clogged 
air �lter is a shortcut to overheating and 
a breakdown.

Choose the Right Model
Selecting the right size or power level 

in a portable generator is key to enjoying 
hassle-free operation. Honda’s selection 
of compact, portable generators gives 
RVers and outdoor enthusiasts many op-
tions when selecting the model or mod-
els they will need to supply their needs. 
�e portable generator you use with 
your RV can also come in handy at the 
job site or for home projects, supplying 
reliable AC power to run tools, lighting 

and equipment such as paint sprayers, 
air compressors, table saws, heaters, fans 
and more.

Honda’s EU2000 and EU3000 mod-
els provide plenty of power for applianc-
es such as an electric fry pan, a fridge/
freezer, a microwave, a toaster—even a 
small electric heater. �e EU3000 and 
EU6500 models are also capable of pow-
ering an RV air conditioner in addition 
to other common household appliances. 
�e EU3000 will power a 13,500 BTU 
RV air conditioner, the EU6500 a 15,000 
BTU RV air conditioner, and are also 
good choices for emergency home pow-
er needs. Along with quiet operation 
and fuel e�ciency, the EU3000 Handi 
and EU6500 are equipped with wheels 
and handles for easy mobility at home 
or away.

Before choosing a portable generator, 
total all the power needs of all the acces-
sories you expect to use at the same time, 
including surge power needed to start up 
electric motors. Make sure the generator 
you choose is rated to produce enough 
power to cover your total AC need. Plus, 
managing power needs by turning o� ac-
cessories not in active use frees up power 
output for higher-draw appliances. 

Designed for quiet operation, fuel 
e�ciency, portability, quality and value, 
Honda portable generators stand ready 
to meet a wide range of needs, from 
camping and tailgating to weather emer-
gencies and job site duty. Wherever you 
power up your Honda portable genera-
tor, expect Honda’s unparalleled  perfor-
mance and reliability.
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Honda 
Super Quiet 
Generators

Quiet operation is essential in portable generators to prevent annoying your camping 
neighbors and to enhance your own outdoor experience. Honda’s Super Quiet line of portable 
inverter generators feature enclosed bodies that significantly reduce noise while in operation.

Honda Power Equipment, a di-
vision of American Honda Motor 
Co., Inc., markets a complete 
range of outdoor power equip-
ment, including outboard marine 
engines, general purpose en-
gines, generators, lawnmowers, 
pumps, snowblowers, tillers and 
trimmers for commercial, rental 
and residential use. For consumer 
information about all Honda prod-
ucts, visit Honda.com. A full selec-
tion of Honda portable generators 
is available at Camping World 
SuperCenters. Select Honda EU 
Series generators are also avail-
able at CampingWorld.com.

Special Advertising Section
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DRIVER’S 
SEAT MAY

From Restless 
to Ready
After storing your rig for winter, 
it’s time to get it back on the road

If our rigs were animated, they would be pretty fi dgety by the time May rolls around. 
In some cases, it’s been way too long since they moved from their lowly storage 

spaces. Much like a bear emerging from hibernation, RVs need to be replenished and 
energized to be ready to put on the miles. If you’re looking for uneventful travel —
meaning no breakdowns or failures — a little care and feeding is in order.

So where do you start?
I start with the brakes and bearings. Obviously, brakes need to be in perfect 

working order to keep us safe on the road, and the necessary service procedures 
to get there are not that diffi cult. But wheel bearings are probably the weakest 
point on any trailer chassis. If a bearing fails, catastrophic damage can occur. If 
you follow the advice in the article on page 112, your chances of being sidelined 
by a failed bearing or brakes are diminished dramatically. While you’re at it, take a 
close look at the spring hangers and equalizers. These components are prone to 
elongated bolt holes, which, if ignored, can lead to suspension collapse.

RVs have a number of self-containment systems that work in harmony to 
allow us to enjoy the comforts of home while on the road. Probably the least 
liked is the sanitation system. Many a campfi re yarn is spun about black-water 
mishaps, and I have my share of stories to tell as well — it’s part of the deal. For-
tunately, taking care of the sanitation system and practicing proper etiquette (see 
page 80) will temper most of the embarrassing situations, which means you will 
likely have to fi nd new material if you’re the campground comedian.

It goes without saying that washing and waxing the exterior and an annual 
roof inspection will keep our rigs looking nice, but too many people neglect 
a simple procedure that can lead to unsightly and structural damage: air-
conditioner gasket replacement. When washing the rig or during a rainstorm, 
take the time to remove the ceiling assembly and look for signs of moisture. If 
there’s a leak, follow the instructions on page 108 and replace the gasket. It’s not 
that hard to do and will save you a lot of hassle later on.

I love to tinker with my RV and enjoy following a strict maintenance schedule. 
The effort devoted to ensuring the systems are working right pays off favorably 
when it comes to the satisfaction of travel independence. It’s a touchy-feely thing; 
I wouldn’t want my RV to be restless. q

— Bob Livingston, publisher

Connect with us...
facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine  twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

Just in time for Memorial Day weekend, the traditional 
start of the RV travel season, astronomers predict that shooting stars will light up 
the night sky on May 24 in the most dramatic meteor shower of the decade.

MAY METEORS
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$50 OFF!
GOOD SAM MEMBERS SAVE

any Honda Generator
NOW THROUGH MAY 4, 2014!
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Honda has an unmatched reputation for reliable generators that 
offer dependable starts and keep running year after year.

Honda’s superior technology, with features such as Eco-Throttle, means 
increased fuel efficiency and longer run times.

Honda EU Series generators are made for true portability, from the lightweight, easy-to-
carry suitcase design to the compact design of the EU6500is with wheeled transport kit.

Thanks to the use of inherently quiet four-stroke engines and superior 
technology, Honda generators boast incredibly low decibel levels.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World.  
Also available at other RV retailers.

Scan this QR code 
to learn more about 
Honda generators!

CA029079 Honda Advertorial_May_TL.indd   3 2/25/14   3:55 PM

011 HONDA.indd   3/11/14   3:59 PM   - 11 -    (Cyan)011 HONDA.indd   3/11/14   3:59 PM   - 11 -    (Magenta)011 HONDA.indd   3/11/14   3:59 PM   - 11 -    (Yellow)011 HONDA.indd   3/11/14   3:59 PM   - 11 -    (BlacK)



12  TRAILER LIFE  May 2014

LETTERS 
MAY

LETTEROF THE MONTH★★★

MAY

Up, Up and Away in 
Albuquerque

Unconditional Surrender
America’s Outback on Sarasota, 
Florida, in the March issue caught my 
attention because of the photo of the 
V-J Day Kiss statue. Before reading 
the story, I asked my wife if she 
remembered seeing it before. In fact, 
we have — however, we didn’t see it 
in Sarasota. We saw another statue in 
San Diego, California, near the USS 
Midway Museum. Yep, a search of 
Google maps confi rmed that it is still 
there. The world is a small place. 

I enjoy reading the monthly 
travelog by Bill Graves in Trailer 
Life. Have a safe journey to your next 
destination, Bill! It’s always fun to 
“travel” with you.
Greg Hauser, Eubank, Kentucky

I was especially interested in the 
Sarasota, Florida, article by Bill 
Graves about the V-J Day Kiss. I went 
to Sarasota last year on vacation for 
the fi rst time and saw the Uncondi-
tional Surrender statue. I feel that it 
is the greatest statue. I’ve thought 
how amazing it would have been to 
be in Times Square at that time when 
the war was ending. The city needs to 
keep the statue.
Dorothy Ramsey 
Greenville, South Carolina

Another Black-Water Solution
I enjoyed Kevin Livingston’s article 
Holding Tank Management in the 
February issue. Instead of using a 
Sani-Con macerator, I have used a 
Sewer Solution for the last 12 years. It 
uses a stream of water (doesn’t have 
to be much) to move waste through a 
¾-inch hose. I have used it to dump 
black water as far as 70 feet away 
and higher than the RV dump-station 
opening. It also works well at my 
daughter’s house when using the 
clean-out in the exterior kitchen wall.
Denny Medeiros, Sierra Vista, Arizona

Vans for Towing
My husband and I have been camping 
for many years — from tenting to 

three pop-ups and two travel trailers. 
We currently have a 2013 travel 
trailer and a 2003 GMC Savana van. 
We always have our two Great Danes 
along with us, so a van works best. 
Our Savana has only 74,000 miles on 
it, but we are considering getting a 
new van due to the age of this one. 
We’d like to see some mention of vans 
for towing in your magazine. 

We have been getting Trailer Life
for about 10 years.
Shirl Settles, Springfi eld, Ohio

Toy Hauler Ramp Angles
We usually travel on our Honda Gold 
Wing motorcycle, but sometimes we 
like to load it in our Jayco Octane toy 
hauler, park somewhere and use 

the Gold Wing to tour from there and 
use the toy hauler as a base. The 
problem is that, even with the beaver 
tail, the ramp is too steep for this 
vertically challenged rider to unload 
without a couple of strong hands to 
help hold up the bike from the back. 
It’s too steep to hold the Wing with 
the front brake … the tire just skids 
down the ramp. When the wheels are 
equidistant from the ramp/ground 
contact point, the increase to ground 
contact is 5½ inches. At home, my 
6-foot 2-inch friend comes to my 
rescue, and he’s on his tiptoes. 

I wish you’d do articles on alter-
native toy haulers such as Forest 
River’s Work and Play series. Also, 
for all toy haulers, you should 

YOUR OPINIONS, STORIES AND FEEDBACK

I thoroughly enjoyed Mary Zalmanek’s New Mexico’s Enchanted Sunrise
in the March issue. We fi rst visited the Balloon Fiesta as work-campers in 
October 2007. My wife, Gretchen, worked in the museum gift shop, and I 
drove a six-passenger golf cart from the museum parking area to the fi eld. 
It was, as the Zalmaneks stated, an unforgettable experience.

In 2013, we went on a 90-day road trip that started with taking care 
of the lighthouse in Westport, Washington, for the month of August, and 
ended with us, again, working the duration of the fi esta in October. Who 
knows? I may even have driven the Zalmaneks to the launch fi eld! As a 
shuttle driver working from 5 a.m. to noon for nine days, I got some of the 
best imaginable photos.

There were many RV clubs and affi liates that met at the fi esta, not just 
the Airstream folks. An important heads-up — if you’re planning on going, 
the sooner you call an RV park in the area for a reservation, the better. The 
fi esta is always looking for volunteers too, if you can spend the nine 
days there.

And Albuquerque was a kick! We 
were dealing only with excited 
people. As I would round the 
museum in the cart on the 
way to the fi eld, the “oohs” and 
“aahs” were to-die-for, especially 
from the kids when they saw the 
character balloons.
Bill and Gretchen Schmidt 
Roseburg, Oregon
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publish the ramp angle.
Dennis English, Coal Valley, Illinois

Going the Extra Mile
My wife and I were on our way home 
from Yosemite National Park in our 
brand-new truck and Wilderness 
trailer when the truck stopped 
running near Bakersfi eld, California. 
We called Good Sam Roadside 
Assistance, and it was arranged for 
our truck to be towed to a dealership 
and our trailer towed to Bakersfi eld 
River Run RV Park. We arrived there 
at 10 p.m., and there was a note on 
the offi ce door letting us know which 
site was ours, just as promised.

On the second day, the truck 
was still not fi xed, and I talked with 
the park manager, Ryan Uhles, to 
arrange to leave my trailer there 
and rent a car to drive home. Ryan 
contacted his father, Denny, who 
had business the next day in our 
hometown, and arranged to have him 
take us and our trailer home! The 
next day, our trailer was hooked up to 
Denny’s truck, and three hours later 
we were back home. We picked up 
our truck a week later in Bakersfi eld.

I know where we will be camping 
the next time we’re in Bakersfi eld! 
The family certainly went out of their 
way to accommodate us.
Walter Schob 
Morro Bay, California

While on vacation traveling to Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho, we had a tire blowout 
and a tire tread separation on our 
Lance trailer, which required us 
to purchase two new tires. After 
arriving at the RV park, we noticed 
that one of the spring bars was 
missing. We had to order the part 
from the hitch company and have it 
shipped to us by air freight. During 
our stay at the park, we found two 
water leaks, one from a water heater 
fi tting, which fl ooded the bathroom 
fl oor, and the other due to a crack in 
the shower P-trap.

We contacted a mobile RV-repair 
service that made the necessary 
repairs. When we got home, we 
contacted Mesquite Ford and trailer 

sales, where we’d purchased our 
Lance, to let them know about the 
diffi culties we had encountered, 
with the hope that some of the costs 
might be covered by the warranty. 
Unfortunately, we were notifi ed that 
the warranty had expired. About a 
week later, we received a call from 
Mesquite Ford in Nevada, and to our 
pleasant surprise, we were told that, 
since we had experienced so much 

diffi culty while on vacation, they were 
going to pay all the costs, regardless 
of the expired warranty. Within a 
week, we received a check for more 
than $1,100. 

We have been extremely pleased 
with our Lance trailer, and we cannot 
say enough about the courteous 
and professional treatment we have 
received from Mesquite Ford.
Jim and Terie Huston, St. George, Utah
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LETTERS 

Write to: Trailer Life, 2750 
Park View Court, Suite 240, 
Oxnard, California 93036 or 

email info@trailerlife.com. Please include your 
full name and location.

TALK TO US!

Trailer Life Mag 
Mobile App
We heard from a number of readers 
this spring after rolling out the latest 
version of our mobile app, Trailer Life 
Mag. The previous app didn’t offer 
Android or Web-browser access, so 
we switched to a digital platform that 
accommodates more readers and 
gives us the ability to insert videos.

Trailer Life readers fi lled our 
inbox with questions about the new 
platform, including some digital sub-
scribers who had problems accessing 
magazine issues on the app. The 
solution is to go to the Settings menu 
(the gear icon) and click on Restore. 
If that doesn’t do the trick, delete the 
app and reinstall it. 

Some print subscribers asked if 
they can read issues in the app without 
purchasing a digital subscription. 
We’re working on a package that gives 
subscribers access to both print and 

digital issues, but it’s unlikely we’ll 
offer free digital editions to print sub-
scribers because both versions have 
production costs associated with them.

One subscriber asked if he can 
get print issues at home for part of 
the year and digital editions when 
he’s traveling. We’re working on that 
option too and hope to offer it by the 
time you read this.

A few digital subscribers asked 
why they can’t download Trailer Life
issues as PDFs. Their concern is that, 
like many traveling RVers who aren’t 
always connected to the Internet, they 
want to read Trailer Life when they’re 
off the grid. The new platform doesn’t 
offer PDF downloads, but we’re looking 
into the possibility of restoring that 
feature. In the meantime, the app does 
allow issues to be downloaded when 
you’re online for offl ine reading later. 

We also heard from Good Sam 
members who wanted to read digital 
editions of the four issues they get as 

part of their membership. They can 
view the Good Sam issues of Trailer 
Life by clicking the Member Access 
button in the app, entering their Good 
Sam membership number and last 
name, clicking the X on the top right 
and opening the desired issue. 

The free Trailer Life Mag app 
is available for Android, Apple 
and Kindle devices. Current and 
back issues cost $1.99 each, and 
a one-year digital subscription is 
available. — Editors  q
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by Donya Carlson

Every year during the second weekend 
in August, Hope, Arkansas, is trans-
formed into a watermelon world. On 
August 7 to 9, 2014, for the 38th con-
secutive time, fl at-bed trailers will be 
parked under practically every shade 
tree along the town’s streets and will 
be loaded with mountains of weighty 
melons for sale.  

The hub of activity is Fair Park, 
where the three-day event draws 
some 40,000 visitors to this town of 
10,000 (which, incidentally, is the 
birthplace of President Bill Clinton 
and former Arkansas governor and 
talk-show host Mike Huckabee).  

The festival includes every water-
melon-related activity you can think 
of: Politically Correct and General 
watermelon-eating contests, a seed-
spitting contest, the Watermelon 5K 
Run/Walk, Watermelon Festival Car 
Show, Melon Mile Kids’ Fun Run, and 
Melon Judging and Auction.

There’s also a dog show (with 
about 100 dogs participating, judged 
for their tricks, obedience and 
appearance), a motorcycle show, an 
antique engines show, a money-in-
the-haystack game, a fi shing derby, a 
beautiful baby contest, and a fi sh fry 
and barbecue.

More than 200 vendors sell an 
array of arts and crafts (pencil art, 
caricatures, tie-dye dresses, rocking 

chairs blazoned with razorback hogs 
and jewelry), and a wide variety of 
food. And, of course, watermelons are 
for sale everywhere — whole and by 
the slice. A large tent with tables and 
benches is devoted entirely to selling 
ice-cold quarter-melon slices.  

The winner of the biggest 
watermelon contest — a shiny-
green behemoth — occupies a perch 
of honor at the park’s coliseum. 
Winning melons over the years have 
weighed as much as 268 pounds, says 
Chamber of Commerce Director Mark 
Keith. Local farmer Lloyd Bright has 
entered many of the winners, several 
of which, according to Guinness World 
Records, are world champions.

Musicians perform on fi ve stages 
throughout the festival, which wraps 
up with an outdoor concert by a 

NEWS | EVENTS | PEOPLE | PLACES | PARKS | RV TRENDS

AROUND
THE BEND

Hope
Watermelon
Festival
This city in southern Arkansas 
hosts an annual extravaganza 
of food and fun, arts and crafts, 
and family oriented activities
article by Pamela Selbert

big-name country entertainer. Last 
year was Tracy Lawrence; this year it 
will be David Nail. 

Keith says the Hope area has long 
been renowned for its sweet, juicy 
watermelons, and the fi rst festival 
was held in the 1920s. It ceased with 
the Great Depression, was revived in 
the 1930s, again ended, but was begun 
once more in 1977.

Some 200 RV sites with 30-amp 
electricity and water hookups are 
available at Fair Park and run $15 per 
night. Two dumpsites are also on site. 
For information, call 870-777-7500.

Hope-Hempstead County Chamber
of Commerce
870-777-3640, www.hopemelonfest.com

big-name country entertainer. Last 

Hope, Arkansas, celebrates its 38th annual 
Watermelon Festival for three days in August this 
year with nonstop watermelon-related activities.
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The Heart of Family Recreation

Seek enLIGHTENment
Featuring a full line-up of laminated travel trailers

Heartland Recreational Vehicles, LLC, Circle 120 on Reader Service Card
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We All Scream for Ice Cream

AROUND
THE BEND

Laughlin 222-Space
RV Park Coming
Nevada’s Clark County Board of Com-
missioners unanimously approved a 
request from Mohave State Bank for 
a rezone of 22.1 acres to permit the 
development of a recreational vehicle 
park at the intersection of Needles 
Highway and Casino Drive, adjacent 
Laughlin Bay Marina. Each RV space 
will have full hookups and measure 
30 by 65 feet. A clubhouse will have 
a laundry, bathroom and shower 
facilities. Included in the plans are 
a 6-foot-high decorative wall along 
Casino Drive and a 20-foot-wide 
street landscape area. The setting will 
include Raywood ash, blue palo verde 
and sweet bay trees. Each RV space 
will have a Mediterranean fan palm.

Progressive Dynamics
Celebrates 50 Years
Progressive Dynamics is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary in 2014. Progres-
sive was the fi rst to develop a modern 
converter for the RV industry and 
created what it claims is the industry’s 
smallest all-in-one 45- and 60-amp 
distribution panel/converter system. 
The company manufactures power 
centers, power conversion, interior 
lighting products and battery-man-
agement solutions for RV, specialty 
and marine industries. Progressive’s 
Charge Wizard four-stage battery-
management system constantly 
monitors voltage status and auto-
matically manages the battery to solve 
battery recharging and maintenance 
issues.

Outdoors RV Manufacturing
Outdoors RV Manufacturing (ORV), a 
growing towable manufacturer based 
in La Grande, Oregon, has launched 
a redesigned website, www.outdoors 
rvmfg.com. The site’s modern look, 
with enhanced visuals and navigational 
tools, displays larger-scale photos and 
fl oorplans, detailed feature lists and 
updated video content. The company 
says that its website emphasizes 
Outdoors RV’s “built-tough” construc-
tion and features content collected 
from outdoor enthusiasts’ input. 
Outdoors RV manufactures Wind River 
and Black Stone luxury travel trailers, 
Glacier Peak fi fth-wheels, half-ton 
series trailers and bunk models. ORV 
is represented in the Pacifi c Northwest 
and western Canada.

CAMPGROUND ANNIVERSARY WEBSITE

NEWSWIRE

Utica, Ohio-based Velvet Ice Cream celebrates its 
100th birthday on May 1, 2014, and will mark its 
milestone with specials, events and activities. Velvet’s 
Ye Olde Mill, where more than 5 million gallons of ice 
cream is produced yearly, opens from May 1 through 
October 31, 2014 for the everything ice cream birthday 
bash. Ye Olde Mill houses an ice cream and milling 
museum, a restaurant, a playground, a picnic area 
and a catch-and-release fi sh pond on 20 acres of 
rolling hills and forested land. Visitors are welcome 
during the season for tours, tastings and events at the 
facility, which has been family owned and operated 
since being started by Joseph Dager.

The summer-long celebration will include the launch 
of several new fl avors and a Velvet Ice Cream cookbook 
that features recipes and history. Every Sunday, visitors 
to Velvet’s Ye Olde Mill will enjoy free entertainment: 

Mother’s Day kicks off with live 
entertainment and free carriage 
rides, and on National Ice Cream 
Day on July 20, visitors get buy-
one-get-one-free ice cream 
cones. Utica’s 40th annual Ice 
Cream Festival is May 24-26, 2014 with festivities for 
everyone in the family and includes a car and motorcycle 
show, antique gas engines, pony rides, kiddie tractor 
pulls, a magic show, and lots of contests including ice 
cream eating, an egg toss and balloon toss. 

Check www.velveticecream.com for specials and 
coupons

Visit www.ohiocampers.com for privately owned 
and operated campgrounds

Nearby Good Sam Parks include Lazy River at 
Granville in Newark, 740-366-4385, www.lazyriverat 
granville; and Autumn Lakes in Sunbury, 740-625-
6600, www.autumnlakescampground.com
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Powering life
in the great outdoors.™

WHEREVER ADVENTURE
TAKES YOU.

powerhouse-products.com

Whether it’s a day in the dunes or a week at the beach, Powerhouse generators deliver 
performance you can depend on. Pure, clean inverter power that is safe for sensitive electronics, 

quiet enough to enjoy in camp and stingy with fuel. So next trip, take Powerhouse along, 
and add a little comfort to your adventure.

POWERHOUSE IS THERE.

Powerhouse generators are available in 
seven models from 500 watts to 6500 watts.

Powerhouse_TrailerLife_020714.indd   1 2/7/14   3:37 PM
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AROUND
THE BEND

Star Light, Star Bright
Big Bear, California, hosts the fi rst 
StarLight Festival, May 24 and 25, 
2014. The free event is organized by the 
AstronomyOutreach network, an orga-
nization formed to educate the public 
about astronomy and space science. 
The celebration of these will be set in 
an atmosphere with music and art for 
an educational and fun experience. 
There will be hands-on activities, pre-
sentations by renowned astronauts, 
astronomers and scientists — 
including some from NASA and the Jet 

Propulsion Laboratory — and lectures 
about current space programs.

You can view the sun through a 
safe-fi ltered telescope, build and 
control a robot, meet an astronaut 
and ask experts about the universe. 
Manufacturers will display the latest 
scientifi c equipment, and intergalactic-
style art will be on exhibit. Attendees 
can enter a raffl e drawing for a chance 
to tour the Big Bear Solar Observatory. 
The observatory has been closed to 
public tours since 2005.

Big Bear was chosen for this 

inaugural event because of its high 
altitude and dark night skies that are 
unspoiled by city lights. Come join the 
celebration of science and astronomy.
www.starlightfestival.com

CAMPGROUNDS
Holloway’s Marina & RV Park, 909-866-
5706, www.bigbearboating.com
RV camping for up to 40 feet, full 
hookups, laundry room, showers, 
barbecues, marina, boat rentals, 
horseshoe pits and basketball court.

Lighthouse Trailer Resort & Marina, 
909-866-9464
www.bigbearlighthouseresort.com
Opens May 1 for 2014 season, next to 
Big Bear Solar Observatory, boat docks, 
playground, volleyball and horseshoe 
pits.

Serrano Campground in the San 
Bernardino Mountains, 877-444-6777, 
www.recreation.gov

Information on camping and Big Bear 
can be found at www.bigbear.com
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Plans to Launch Jayco Jay Smart
In the March issue of Trailer Life, Bob Ashley reported 
on the ultralight Jay Smart, a concept towable with 
European infl uences that was on display at the 2013 
RVIA Show in Louisville, Kentucky. Jayco has since 
approved the launch, and the new line of towables is 
slated to be built in Middlebury, Indiana. 

Four rear-bath fl oorplans are in the works, ranging 
from 19 to 26 feet. The streamlined, low-slung Jay Smart 
will reportedly weigh in at between 2,400 and 4,100 pounds. 
The travel trailers will have acrylic windows, LED indirect 
lighting along the ceiling and the optional Truma Mover 
electrically remote-controlled maneuvering system. 
With an elongated A-frame, a hitch weight of 150 pounds 
and grab handles, Jayco claims the Jay Smart’s front end 
can be moved around by hand.

In other Jayco news, the company says it has 
entered into a Letter of Intent to acquire Open Range RV, 
manufacturer of fi fth-wheels and travel trailers. Open 
Range, started in 2007, has reportedly been growing 
in excess of 20 percent annually, and management 
recognized that it needed to partner with a larger orga-
nization to increase growth. The company will operate 
as a wholly owned and separate subsidiary of Jayco.
Jayco, 574-825-5861, www.jayco.com q
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AMERICA’S MOST BEAUTIFUL DRIVE:

THE BEARTOOTH  HIGHWAY
ZIGZAGGING ALONG THE 

MONTANA-WYOMING 
BORDER THROUGH THE 

NATURAL BEAUTY OF 
THREE NATIONAL FORESTS 

AND MULTIPLE
ECOSYSTEMS WHILE 

WINDING YOUR WAY UP 
TO 10,947 FEET

article and photos by Lisa Densmore  

In 1967, Charles Kuralt zigzagged 
across the country in an RV for a 
television segment called “On the 

Road” on the CBS Evening News. “On the 
Road” featured extraordinary people and 
places in the United States. What started 
as a three-month experiment turned into 
a 25-year gig and an extremely popular 
part of the show.

During production, only a small 
crew accompanied Kuralt, who avoided 
traveling on interstate highways as much 
as possible in favor of scenic byways 
and local roads. “Interstates allow you 
to drive coast to coast without seeing 
anything,” quipped Kuralt, in one of his 
oft-quoted statements about the show.

On one trip through the northern 
Rocky Mountains, Kuralt happened to 
travel over the Beartooth Highway (U.S. 
Route 212), the 68-mile-long mountain 
road from Red Lodge to Cooke City, 
Montana, that leads to the northeast 
entrance of Yellowstone National Park. 
He declared it “The most beautiful 
drive in America.” After wearing out six 
motorhomes during his quarter century 
of exploring America’s byways, Kuralt 
didn’t change his mind and confi rmed 
his opinion in his book Dateline America.

The Beartooth Highway typically is 

open Memorial Day weekend through 
mid-October, but closures can happen 
anytime, particularly in June and 
after Labor Day due to snowstorms. 
Mornings are generally better for the 
drive, as thunderstorms are common 
on summer afternoons.

Be sure to take it slow. We plan a 
minimum of two and a half hours for the 
drive. The switchbacks are tight, and it 
might be snowing at higher elevations. 
The Beartooth Highway travels through 
or adjacent to Shoshone, Gallatin 
and Custer national forests and the 
Beartooth-Absaroka Wilderness. As 
a result, there are no traveler services 
between Red Lodge and Cooke City 
except for the Top of the World store 
near the Island Lake Campground.

During the summer, tempera-
tures can range from the 70s to below 
freezing, and it can be wet and windy, 
so we make sure to have warm jackets, 
rain gear, hats and gloves handy. We 
also bring bug spray, as the mosquitoes 
can be thick if there’s no breeze.

The Beartooth Highway, now 
formally called the Beartooth All-Amer-
ican Road (BAAR) based on its status as 
a National Scenic Byways All-American 
Road, is nothing short of spectacular. 
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AMERICA’S MOST BEAUTIFUL DRIVE:

THE BEARTOOTH  HIGHWAY
Rarely is a road a destination, but the 
Beartooth Highway offers more than 
many vacation spots in terms of things 
to see and do. There are jaw-dropping 
views, wildlife, wildfl owers and multiple 
mountain lakes and streams to ogle 
around every turn. You can hike, 
mountain bike, fi sh and bird-watch 
from a myriad of roadside pullouts and 
trailheads. It’s a motorcyclist’s nirvana 
for its banking S-turns. 

There are numerous places to camp 
without the crowds in Yellowstone, but 
you can still gaze at geysers, given your 
close proximity to the park. You can 
meander down Broadway in Red Lodge 
and poke into its many charming res-
taurants and boutiques. Or get a taste 
of the cowboy lifestyle in nearby Cody, 
Wyoming, which also boasts the Buffalo 
Bill Historical Center and Museum, one 
of the foremost repositories of Western 
art and artifacts.

CLIMATE
The Beartooth Highway ascends almost 
5,500 vertical feet between Red Lodge 
(elevation 5,500 feet) and the top of 
Beartooth Pass (elevation 10,947 feet), 
then drops down about 3,300 feet to 
Cooke City (elevation 7,600 feet). As 

you leave the towering timber at the 
base of the roadway, gain and then 
lose altitude, you pass through three 
different ecosystems characterized by 
distinct fl ora and fauna.

Shrubs, particularly sagebrush, and 
a wide variety of subalpine grasses and 
sedges fi ll the meadows up to 8,000 feet 
above sea level. Though you’re above 
dense forests, groves of white pine and 
Douglas fi r speckle the hillsides, along 
with juniper and cinquefoil. Common 
wildfl owers include arnica, columbine 
and Indian paintbrush.

Between 8,000 and 9,500 feet, 
the BAAR passes through mountain 
meadows fi lled with grasses and forbs. 
Small stands of Engelmann spruce, 
subalpine fi r and lodgepole pine 
stabilize hillsides and give shelter to 
deer, elk and moose. During fall, the 
aspens glow golden yellow. Wild fl owers 
include oarleaf buckwheat, Lewis mon-
keyfl ower and mountain harebell.

The meadows above 9,500 feet 
contain low-growing vegetation of the 

alpine tundra. These rare plants are 
fragile underfoot, yet they withstand 
extremely cold temperatures, strong 
winds and a short growing season. The 
BAAR is one of the few paved roads in 
North America that traverse an alpine 
zone, and such an expansive one! The 
few trees that grow here are knee-high 
krummholz with branches growing only 
on their leeward side. In July, the alpine 
meadows become a wildfl ower garden 
colored by such low-growing beauties 
as alpine gentian and forget-me-not, 
rose crown, shooting star and elephant-
head lousewort.

WILDLIFE
A number of animals might cross your 
path while traveling the Beartooth 
Highway, depending on the elevation. 
The route is one of the few roads in 
North America where you can spot 
sure-footed mountain goats defying 
gravity on their cliffside meanderings. 
Many species in Yellowstone National 
Park, such as elk, wolves and coyote, 
also reside here. Among the roadside 
rocks at higher elevations, a yellow-
bellied marmot or a pika may spy on 
you before scurrying down a hole.

More than 115 species of birds contain low-growing vegetation of the More than 115 species of birds 

Beartooth Lake, a scenic pitstop on the Beartooth Highway. (Above left) A mountain bluebird 
adorns a seasonal stream. (Above right) The calls of a bugling bull elk contain a wide range 
of information, including letting females know they’re straying too far or communicating to 
other bulls that they’re too close to his harem. 
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spend their summers in the Beartooths. 
At any moment a golden eagle or 
peregrine falcon might swoop down 
from the sky, so keep your binoculars 
handy. American dippers and mountain 
bluebirds are common around 
mountain streams. Ruffed grouse live 
along the road at lower elevations. 
White-crowned sparrows nest at 
timberline, and horned larks raise their 
chicks on the tundra. American pipits, 
red crossbills, pine grosbeaks, ravens, 
fi nches and chickadees are also among 
the birds commonly spotted. The best 
wildlife viewing is typically just before 
sunrise, before traffi c picks up. If you’re 
one of the fi rst to travel the BAAR, you’ll 
have a better chance of seeing wildlife.

THE BEARTOOTH HIGHWAY

LANDMARKS
From Red Lodge, the BAAR heads 
southwest, climbing more than 
5,000 vertical feet via a series of 
dramatic switchbacks. It passes over 
the Wyoming state line, cresting at 
Beartooth Pass, the highpoint on the 
journey. Each curve of the road reveals 
a new view of the Absaroka-Beartooth 
Wilderness, which contains some of 
the most rugged topography in the 
Lower 48. Twenty craggy peaks more 
than 12,000 feet high scratch the sky, 
including Granite Peak (12,799 feet), 
the highest in Montana.

One of the few man-made points 
of interest along the BAAR is Clay 
Butte Lookout. Built in 1942 by the 

Red Lodge and Cooke City have 
several private campgrounds, but 
the public ones strung along the 
highway in Gallatin, Shoshone and 
Custer national forests are the most 
convenient to the byway. Unlike the 
mega-campgrounds in Yellowstone 
National Park, the public sites along 
the BAAR are fairly small and quiet. 
Lower-elevation campgrounds open 
in late May,  higher elevation ones 
in July. A few in Custer National 
Forest near Red Lodge take reserva-
tions, but most sites are fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served. There are no hookups 
at national forest campgrounds and 
there may be RV length restrictions.

CUSTER NATIONAL FOREST 
(Montana): 406-446-2103 for 
campground information, 
www.recreation.gov for reservations

M-K Campground (12 miles south of 
Red Lodge): Maximum trailer length 
22 feet; 10 sites

GALLATIN NATIONAL FOREST 
(Montana): 406-848-7375 for 
campground information, 
www.fs.usda.gov/gallatin

Chief Joseph Campground (4 miles 
east of Cooke City): Access road not 
suitable for vehicles longer than 42 
feet; 6 sites
Colter Campground (Silver Gate, 
Montana, 2 miles east of Cooke City): 
Vehicle length restricted due to 
narrow access road; 18 sites
Soda Butte Campground (1 mile 
east of Cooke City): 27 sites

SHOSHONE NATIONAL FOREST 
(Wyoming): 307-527-6921 for 
campground information,
www.fs.usda.gov/shoshone

Beartooth Lake Campground (31 
miles south of Red Lodge): 20 sites
Crazy Creek Campground (11 miles 
east of Cooke City): 16 sites

Call 406-587-9054 for information on 
the following campgrounds:

Greenough Lake Campground (12 
miles south of Red Lodge ): 18 sites
Limber Pine Campground (12 miles 
south of Red Lodge): 13 sites
Parkside Campground (12 miles 
south of Red Lodge): 28 sites
Sheridan Campground (6 miles 
south of Red Lodge): 8 sites

CAMPING CUES

All-American Road: Traveling up the Beartooth Highway from Cooke City toward Red Lodge.

Named for the alignment of the two mountains, Pilot and Index peaks  
resemble the sight on a mariner’s sextant when viewed from the north.
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Whether you trailer boats, campers, dirt bikes or other precious 
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a durable casing design, a robust reinforcement belt package and 

a tread compound optimized for longevity and rolling resistance. 
Don’t just take our word for it: Research us online and learn why 

millions of satisfied customers choose Maxxis.

*3 ply sidewall constructionmaxxis.com  1-800-4-MAXXIS
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Civilian Conservation Corps, Clay Butte 
Lookout was removed from wildfire 
watching in the 1960s when light 
aircraft replaced manned lookouts. 
Since 1975, volunteers have staffed 
this popular stop along the BAAR, from 
which not only can you take in a view 
but also observe wildlife, the effects 
of wildfire and the geology of the 
Beartooth Plateau, which used to be 
under an ancient sea.

Need to stretch your legs? The 
moderate hikes to Native Lake (about 
3.1 miles one way) or to the top of 
Beartooth Butte (3.5 miles one way) 
leave from the lookout. To get there 
from Red Lodge, drive 42.2 miles along 
the BAAR. Turn onto Forest Road 142 
(gravel) and continue uphill for another 
3 miles to the lookout.

One of the more recognizable 
land marks is the Bear’s Tooth, an 
11,000-foot granite spire for which the 
road and mountain range are named. 
It is a direct translation from the Crow 
Indian phrase Na Piet Say. The Crow 

and Bannock Indians were likely the 
first humans to explore the Beartooth 
Plateau, an alpine wonderland 
speckled with tarn after tarn and 
colored with acres of wildflowers. 
Trappers, prospectors and pioneer 
settlers followed throughout the 
1800s, though the actual route of the 

Beartooth Highway was not formally 
blazed until 1872.

HISTORY
In August 1872, on a tip from a local 
hunter, General Phillip Sheridan led 
120 men through the mountains over 
what is now the Beartooth Highway, 

ON SALE NOW PLUS $39 INSTALLATION for Good Sam Club 
members at Camping World. Also available at other retailers.
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 ■ Easy installation – save time and money
 ■ Internal motor for a clean look and moisture protection
 ■ Adjustable arms for rain runo� or more pitch for shading
 ■ Customizable – choices of hardware color and fabric designs
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 ■ 2-year warranty
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THE BEARTOOTH HIGHWAY

(Above from left) Fishing for trout in one of the alpine tarns accessible from the Beartooth 
Highway. In September aspen groves turn golden along the route.
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According to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, about 600 grizzly 
bears inhabit Yellowstone National 
Park and the surrounding areas, 
including the Beartooth Highway 
corridor. The following precautions 
will help you avoid an encounter 
with an aggressive bruin:

4 Lock food, garbage and toiletries 
outside your trailer when not in use.

4 When cooking outside, keep your 
grilling and eating areas clean.

4 Carry pepper spray at all times.

4 Hike in groups of three or more 
and make noise on the trail by 
talking or singing.

BE BEAR SAVVY!

rather than taking the better known 
but much longer route along the 
Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone River. 
Today the Chief Joseph Scenic Byway 
from Cody, Wyoming (Wyoming 
Highway 296), another superbly scenic 
route, follows the latter way. Many 
people make a big loop from Red 
Lodge over the Beartooth Highway and 
then back via the Chief Joseph Scenic 
Byway, which departs the BAAR 14 
miles east of Cooke City.

As the Beartooth Highway 
descends toward the junction with 
the Chief Joseph Scenic Byway, it’s 
impossible to take your eyes off Pilot 
and Index peaks in the northern 
Absaroka Range, 20 miles away across 
a broad valley. Pilot Peak, on the left, 
is the taller of the two. The names Pilot 
and Index refer to the alignment of 
the two mountains, which resembles 
the sight on a mariner’s sextant when 
viewed from the north. Important navi-
gational landmarks during the pioneer 
era, they mark the boundary of a 

geothermally active plateau known as 
Colter’s Hell.

John Colter was the famous guide 
who split from the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition and then became the first 
white man to travel up the Clarks Fork, 
among other places. Whether he used 
Pilot and Index peaks to navigate is 
unknown. Ditto whether he suffered 
tribulations on his namesake plateau. 
However, it is well-documented that 
the two peaks were a key landmark 
for the 1870 Washburn-Langford-
Doane Expedition. Henry Washburn 
used the two peaks to find the rim of 
the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone 
and the geyser basins. As a result of 
that expedition, Congress passed the 
Organic Act of 1872 creating Yellow-
stone National Park, America’s first 
national park.

It was the founding of Yellowstone 
National Park that ultimately led to the 
construction of the Beartooth Highway. 
With the opening of the park, the 
mining towns of Cooke City and Red 
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REPLACEMENT FUEL TANKS AUXILIARY  FUEL TANKS REFUELING TANKS

800-442-0056  I  530-893-5209
WWW.TRANSFERFLOW.COM

With a Transfer Flow fuel tank, 
you’ll bypass those expensive 
fuel stations and �ll up where 
fuel is cheaper - saving you time 
and money!

Transfer Flow fuel tanks are made 
from sturdy aluminized steel and 
bright aluminum diamond plate, 
and can be installed at over 300 
locations nationwide. 
 
Transfer Flow — your source 
for safe, durable and LEGAL 
fuel tank systems.

The Leader in Aftermarket Fuel Tank Systems™

HIT THE ROAD, NOT THE PUMP.

Cody, Wyoming, Chamber of Commerce: 307-587-2777, www.codychamber.org

Cooke City, Montana, Chamber of Commerce (road conditions on the Cooke City 
side of the Beartooth Highway): 406-838-2495, www.cookecitychamber.org

Friends of the Beartooth All-American Road: www.beartoothhighway.com

Red Lodge, Montana, Chamber of Commerce (road conditions on the Red Lodge 
side of the Beartooth Highway): 406-446-1718, www.redlodgechamber.org

Shoshone National Forest — Clarks Fork Ranger District (information on Clay 
Butte Lookout): 307-527-6921, www.fs.usda.gov/shoshone

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Lodge began to benefit from an influx of 
tourists, which in turn generated a need 
for better infrastructure to and from the 
park. At the same time, the invention of 
the Model T automobile in 1908 made 
cars affordable for the middle class and 
quickly became the preferred mode of 
transportation for visitors to the region. 
Car travel gave the impetus for the  
development of a roadway through  
the mountains. 

To fund the road, Scott Leavitt, 
a former Montana congressman, 
sponsored the Park Approach Act, 
which President Herbert Hoover signed 
into law in January 1931. The intent was 
to create access roads into all of the 
national parks, though only one road 
was actually built under the act.

The Beartooth Highway was 
officially dedicated on June 14, 1936. 
Eight decades later, this dramatic drive 
continues to take visitors on an alpine 
journey unmatched in the Lower 48. 
This is one route you literally have to 
see for yourself! q

THE BEARTOOTH HIGHWAY
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Be the Envy of the Neighborhood...

Wherever You Are!

Whoa!

OMG!
Dude.(gasp)(gasp)

www.thetford.com 

To protect your investment, be sure to clean 
your RV now when you first take it out – then 
as needed during and at the end of the season.

Others stand up and take notice when you use 
Thetford Premium RV Care Products!

To protect your investment, be sure to clean 
your RV now 
as needed during and at the end of the season.

Others stand up and take notice when you use 
Thetford Premium RV Care Products!

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. Also available at RV retailers.

Coming Soon –

Bold new look,

same great  

performance!
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HIGH AND MIGHTY
Camping and climbing steep slopes and hiking through 
old-growth forest in a land of snow-clad mountain peaks 
and glaciers in Alberta and British Columbia, Canada

STOKED WITH REVELSTOKE
The last time we were in Revelstoke, 
people were shoveling snow tunnels 
to get into their homes. It was January 
2011, a winter of record powder for 
Revelstoke Mountain Resort and a ski 
trip we’ll never forget. In contrast, today 
sunshine spills over the four-square-
block city center of shops and restau-
rants — and onto embracing peaks, 
one of which is our hiking destination, 

Mount Revelstoke National Park. 
Hugging up to its base is the Trans-
Canada Highway, the fast-track that has 
linked us here from Vancouver, British 
Columbia, in just six hours. 

On www.campingrvbc.com, the 
Camping and RVing British Columbia 
Coalition’s Website, we were able to 
scout out campgrounds ahead of time 
and, with our home-in-tow, book into 
the KOA, a 200-siter that’s enveloped 

by shady trees. With hookups, cable 
and a pool, it’s hardly roughing it! 

Minutes away is Meadows in the Sky 
Parkway, a 16-mile road that climbs a 
mile skyward. We leave our fi fth-wheel 
behind, since trailers and motorcoaches 
are not allowed on this narrow mountain 
road. While zigzagging around swerves, 
curves and 16 hairpins, the road leaves 
the shrinking city below and gives way 
to a milieu of summits. To the west are 
the Monashees, northwest the Cariboos, 
east the Purcells and where we stand, 
the Selkirks. Collectively, they make up 
the Columbia Range — warmer, wetter, 
steeper and 60 to 90 million years older 
than the Rockies.  

It’s early September and time to restock our RV once again, dust off the hiking 
boots and head out of town for Alberta and British Columbia. We hitched up our 
fi fth-wheel and set out along one highway that links two provinces, four Canadian 

national parks and tons of trails. Surrounded by mammoth mountains, unspoiled 
beauty and epic terrain, this trip is steeped in splendor, adventure and awe.

Soaking up some sun on the shores of Miller Lake in British 
Columbia’s Mount Revelstoke National Park.
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HIGH AND MIGHTY
article by Jane Cassie  photos by Jane and Brent Cassie

GLACIER GAZING 
After reading that Evelyn Berens was 
the fi rst lady to reach the summit of 
Mount Sir Donald in 1901, I feel pretty 
confi dent that I can reach at least one 
of this park’s 400 glaciers. We’d just 
driven the Trans-Canada Highway’s 
10 scenic miles (16 kilometers) from 
Revelstoke and are heading out on 
our fi rst hike at Glacier National 
Park, an outdoor oasis that’s aptly 
named. Flanking the trail are placards 
revealing its legendary roots. 

From 1887 to 1925, Glacier House, 
a posh 90-room retreat, was operated 
here by the Canadian Pacifi c Railway. 
Wealthy mountaineers would come from 
worldwide to revel in the amenities and 
glacial remains, with stunning hiking 
just steps away. Berens is portrayed in 
this historical photo shoot. And though 
her Victorian lace-up boots were no 
contender to my Hi-Tec footgear, she 
had cushier accommodations. Not that 
I’m complaining! Once again, thanks to 
www.campingrvbc.com, we preplanned 
our campsite, and our roving home is 
nestled beneath the trees at nearby 
Illecillewaet Campground. 

Ten of the park’s 20 trails begin at 
this base camp and lead to spectacular 
ridges, vistas and glaciers. “Let’s start 
with Great Glacier Trail,” I suggest, 
when eyeing the options. “With a rise 
of only 1,050 feet (321 meters), even I 
should be able to get to this ice fi eld.” 

Initially, the century-old route 
is a cinch. After bridging a roaring 

creek, we’re canopied by spruce and 
hemlock. Omnipresent peaks are 
soon visible — some with jagged tops, 
others with snowy remains. Beyond a 
minefi eld of mammoth boulders, the 
inevitable uphill begins, and within 
half-a-dozen switchbacks my heart 
rate is turbocharged. But the ascent is 
short and comes with visual rewards. 
Waterfalls cascade from rugged 
crests, shadows color crevassed 
mountainsides, and Illecillewaet 
Glacier shimmers as the backdrop.

Our trail is abruptly interrupted 
by a stream, however, and trekking 
beyond to the glacier can be achieved 
only with some fancy footwork. 
“There’s just a bit of scrambling,” 
Brent says with encouragement. “And 
it’s only slippery when wet.”

I’m somewhat skeptical about the 
glistening boulders that now replace 
my solid footpath. I watch two German 
hikers proceed and am pretty sure they 
have suction cups embedded in their 
hiking boots. And though they’ll likely 
reach the glacier in short order, I’m 
quite content to see it from afar.  

Hikers precede us on the Great Glacier Trail on the way to spectacular views. 
(Below right) Brent poses next to an old-timer.

Distant snowy summits frame the horizon 
on the trail to Miller and Eva lakes.

While treated to vistas, we cleave 
through varied geographical zones, 
transitioning from an old-growth 
rainforest to fl owery alpine meadows. 
Trailheads are accessible en route, but 
we hold out for the ones on top and, 
after parking in the upper lot, ride the 
complementary shuttle to the summit. 
Even Kalli, our mountain hound, gets to 
hop on board. 

Trodden paths fan out from this 
pinnacle like an intricate web and cater 
to all abilities — from easier rambles, 
like Fire Tower and Sky Trail, to the 
more tedious trek to Jade Lake. We 
decide on a middle-of-the-roader that 
leads to both Miller and Eva lakes. 

Most of this route is a breeze — 
a descent through wooded groves 
and blooming meadows, leveling out 
to a traversing hillside that’s dotted 
with mammoth-size boulders. Distant 
snowy summits frame the horizon, 
and wild critters provide front-row 
entertainment. Hoary marmots whistle 
louder than our camp kettle, protesting 
pikas squeal out with fury, and cam-
oufl aged grouse hoot from hidden 
homesteads.

The last couple of kilometers shift 
us into ascending gear, but we’re 
rewarded in the end — fi rst by Eva 
Lake’s embracing valley, then by 
Miller’s sun-splashed island jetty. The 
junction to Jade Lake is a short jaunt 
away, but the elevation is too steep for 
my knees. “I guess we should head 
back,” I say to my husband, recalling 
that the park gates close at 5 p.m. 
“There’s a lot of uphill hoofi ng to do.”

Knowing the itinerary for this 
holiday by heart, Brent grins and 
responds, “Fear not, my dear, this is 
just a warm-up of what’s to come.”

May 2014  TRAILER LIFE  31

TL1405 Canada.indd   3/11/14   4:52 PM   - 31 -    (Cyan)TL1405 Canada.indd   3/11/14   4:52 PM   - 31 -    (Magenta)TL1405 Canada.indd   3/11/14   4:52 PM   - 31 -    (Yellow)TL1405 Canada.indd   3/11/14   4:52 PM   - 31 -    (BlacK)



AWE-INSPIRING YOHO
It’s 10 a.m., and I’m chilling out in a camp chair. With my 
eyes at half-mast, I hear the roar of nearby rapids and smell 
bacon sizzling on someone else’s grill. 

We’ve just driven Rogers Pass, the jaw-dropping 
two-hour route that links Glacier National to the city of 
Golden, British Columbia. We’re at Kicking Horse campsite 
in Yoho National Park, and I haven’t a care in the world. 
Although there are no hookups for our fi fth-wheel, we 
have all the other camping comforts: hot showers, piles 
of fi rewood, rainy-day shelters — and a setting that’ll lure 
any mountaineer. Hovering above our home on wheels are 
those granite beauties we came here to climb: the Canadian 
Rockies. Just hearing the name gets my hiking boots excited. 

Early the next morning, we head up Yoho Valley, a winding 
route that’s sandwiched between striking slopes. We pass 
the Upper Spiral Tunnels, a century-old engineering feat that 
successfully reduced the grade for train travel. Based on the 
train whistles we hear, they have no problem chugging over 
this pass now. But on this stretch of valley road, trailers do. 
Bridging the lower to higher sections are Z-like switchbacks 
that bigger rigs are unable to master. Fortunately, our truck 
zips up the traverses without a glitch. 

Iceline Trail is on the opposite side of the valley to 
Takakkaw, the second highest waterfall in western Canada, 
that spills 825 feet from Daly Glacier. On every one of the 

HIGH AND MIGHTY

DON’T BE FOOLED BY THEIR SIZE. Escape trailers come equipped with a complete 
galley, comfortable seating / sleeping areas and bathroom with interior shower. We 
offer a full line of RV trailers, a 15’, 17’, 19’,19.5’ fifth wheel, AND NOW A NEW 21’ all 
designed specifically for smaller tow vehicles. All of our units are high quality, 100% 
molded fiberglass and come with a full, two year warranty. 

Escape with Us

43851 Industrial Way, Bldg B.  Chilliwack, BC, V2R 4L2
Toll Free 1 855 703 1650 | escapetrailer.com

 Escape trailers come equipped with a complete 

Come See 

Our 

NEW 21’

In the distance, Yoho National Park’s Takakkaw Falls, Western 
Canada’s second highest waterfall, cascades from Daly Glacier.
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steep S-curves, this popular tourist attraction pops into view, 
and its rocketlike roar can be heard when we’re out of the 
old-growth thicket and into the subalpine zone. 

Trails weave over this upper terrain like gray, fl owing 
ribbons. While we head for Iceline Summit, others backpack 
to Celeste Lake, some farther, to Little Yoho. Under blue 
skies, the more we rise, the better it gets — over slabs of 
rubble that had crumbled from mountain faces, up granite 
steps and across streams that fl ow freely from melting 
snowy mantles. Eventually, we reach the Iceline, a subalpine 
plateau where the rugged turf meets the glorious glaciers. 

Our fi nal ascent is a pyramid-shaped mound of shale. 
And from this scenic platform, we have a panorama of sur-
rounding glaciers. Yoho, Daly, Emerald — big, brilliant and 
breathtakingly beautiful. “Want to do a longer loop back 
along the Yoho Valley Trail?” Brent suggests. 

I think about my camp chair, soothing fi re and waiting 
book. “Afraid not,” I respond. “Let’s take the quickest route 
down, then kick back at Kicking Horse.”  

STEEPS OF LAKE LOUISE
The majestic Rockies lovingly embrace Lake Louise, 
Alberta. Steeped in height and beauty, the peaks tower 
above the quaint village, cocoon our cozy campground and 
set the scenic stage for hikes in Banff National Park. After 
a 16-mile drive from Yoho National Park, we unhitch our 

home, lace up our hiking boots and hit the trail. 
We come to an abrupt halt at the Eiffel Lake trailhead. 

Plastered next to bold text is a mug shot of a mean-looking 
grizzly. I glance at the holster can of bear spray that’s 
attached to Brent’s belt loop and hope he can use it like a six-
shooter, if the need arises. 

“It says, by law, we have to hike in groups of four or 
more,” I read aloud. “Do you think the four extra paws we’ve 
brought along will suffi ce?” Although our schnauzer is a 
great hiking hound, she clearly doesn’t meet these require-
ments. Fortunately, a couple from nearby Invermere does. 
And after leaving the aqua-green Moraine Lake behind, we 

Glacially fed Moraine Lake, a brilliant turquoise pool in Banff 
National Park, provides a scenic backdrop.
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chat while ascending 1,000 feet. 
There’s a fork at the summit of 

these switchbacks, and while our 
newfound hiking buddies head to 
Sentinel Pass, we tag along with others 
going to Eiffel Lake. Within minutes we 
are out of the trees, traversing a sunny 
slope that overlooks the Valley of Ten 
Peaks. Tiny Moraine Lake is now far 
below, and rising from its silty shores 
are 10,000-foot-high mounds that loom 
over the predominant Wenkchemna 
Glacier. Some have steep crevices 
doused with avalanched snowfields. 
Many are striated and etched after eons 
of weathering. 

The trail continues for heartier 
hikers, but after lunching on a rocky 
face that offers a panorama of Eiffel 
Lake, we decide to retrace our steps. 
While sauntering back over the view-
boasting slope, our group diminishes. 
Some have fallen back, and others 
move ahead. By the time we reach the 
switchback junction, there are just the 
three of us again, counting our canine. 

“Do you want to join our group?” 
a fit-looking German asks. “We’re 
headed to Sentinel Pass.” Although my 
legs have endured more natural step 
classes this trip than I thought possible, 
it’s our last day at Lake Louise. And this 
popular perch is less than 2 miles away. 
How hard can it be? 

Sunlight glints off the golden 
stands that border Larch Valley Trail 
and the 10 mammoth peaks that we’d 
recently zoomed in on now beautify 
the backdrop. We gradually ascend 
to a lake-dotted meadow. Soaring to 
the heavens, just beyond, is an uphill 
climb that will truly test my previous 
words. Razor-sharp switchbacks etch 
the steep pitch, and from this lower 
viewpoint we can make out an ant-size 
human chain. 

I clutch my trusty poles and proceed 

with the pack. Chanting the mind-
calming mantra “Don’t look down,” I 
eventually summit this highest hiking 
pass in the Rockies. 

From the wind-blown 12,000-foot 
apex, I’m breathless. And whether it’s 
from the thin air or wowing vista, there 
are two things I am sure of. Thanks to 
the steady stream of hikers on this trail, 
my husband’s six-shooter skills won’t 
be necessary. And after climbing these 
four Canadian Rockies giants — a sum 
of 93 miles and 40,000 feet of up-and-
down elevation — I can’t wait to do it all 
over again. 

turnoverball.com

The hitch may be small, but don’t underestimate its 
importance. This engineered metal can make the 
difference between a comfortable ride and a nail 
biter. That’s why B&W developed a line of hitches 
based on a single goal; creating a smooth, worry-
free ride. Choose the model for your truck today.

 PUCKS. SLIDE. NO RAILS. RAILS.

Welcome to the Family, 

    Companion Slider.

HIGH AND MIGHTY

Surrounded by natural beauty at Alberta’s 
Lake Louise Campground in the Rocky 
Mountains of Banff National Park. 
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Banff and Lake Louise Tourism
For more than 125 years, Banff National Park has provided visitors 
with a combination of unspoiled wilderness, modern amenities 
and opportunities for active exploration. With such a breathtaking 
landscape, it’s no surprise that this UNESCO World Heritage Site 
has been nominated time and again as a must-see destination for 
travelers from around the world. www.banffl akelouise.com

Fraserway RV
Canada’s largest RV dealer and RV renter has locations in 
Vancouver, Abbotsford, Whitehorse, Edmonton, Calgary, Toronto 
and Halifax and carries everything from tent trailers to toy haulers. 
www.fraserway.com

Kootenay Rockies Tourism
The Kootenay Rockies are a pristine region of rivers, lakes, 
waterfalls, beaches, mineral hot springs, alpine meadows and 
snowcapped mountains. Four of British Columbia’s seven national 
parks are located here. www.kootenayrockies.com

Parks Canada
With a mission to protect and present the country’s natural and 
cultural heritage, Parks Canada ensures that ecological integrity is 
maintained for current and future generations. www.pc.gc.ca    

Parks Canada Discovery Pass
Entry passes are required by all day visitors and overnighters in 
Canada’s national parks. For those visiting the parks for a week or 
longer, the annual Discovery Pass offers an excellent value. It can 
be purchased at www.pc.gc.ca/eng/ar-sr/lpac-ppri/ced-ndp.aspx 
or at any of the campground kiosks in the parks.

Camping and RVing British Columbia Coalition (CRVBCC)
The provincial agency and its helpful Website make it easier for 
visitors to search, plan, book and enjoy their British Columbia 
camping experience. Members include the BC Lodging and 
Campground Association, BC Parks, the BC Society of Park Facility 
Operators, the Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC, the Northern 
BC Tourism Association, Parks Canada, Recreation Sites and Trails 
BC, the RV Dealers Association of BC, the RV Rental Association of 
Canada and Tourism British Columbia. www.campingrvbc.com

Travel Alberta
Travel Alberta’s user-friendly Website and other visitor resources 
help travelers discover things to do and places to see year-round 
in the resplendent Alberta Rockies, from summer hiking to winter 
skiing and snowboarding. The Website includes guides to Alberta 
campgrounds and parks, both provincial and national, plus links 
for national park campsite reservations. www.travelalberta.com q
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SANIBEL
ISLAND
ESCAPE

This Florida treasure is known for its wildlife 
refuges and abundant seashells scattered 
over miles of white-sand beaches

article by Jack Ballard  photos by Jack Ballard and Lisa Densmore

What is the most unique feature 
of Florida’s Sanibel Island? 
Geography buffs might note 

its east-west orientation in a region 
where most islands are situated on a 
north-south axis. Beachcombers are 
sure to point out Sanibel’s reputation as 
one of the fi nest shell-hunting destina-
tions in North America. Nature lovers 
are proud to announce that more than 
half of the island’s acreage is devoted 
to wildlife refuges. Students of modern 
American history are happy to describe 
Sanibel’s forward-thinking Land Use 
Plan of 1974 that put the brakes on 

overdevelopment and retained the 
island’s unique small-town feel in a 
region where high-rise buildings and 
rampant real estate development have 
run amok over many coastal communi-
ties. Excellent fi shing and kayaking, 
intriguing museums and historical 
destinations round out Sanibel Island’s 
unique appeal to travelers of all 
interests. Need further evidence? In 
2010 Sanibel Island (and its neighbor 
Captiva Island) cracked Barron’s list of 
the top 10 places in the United States to 
own a second home.

My introduction to Sanibel Island 

came in early May, about the time 
the major tourist season was winding 
down on this idyllic Florida island. 
Like other Northerners who live in 
climates where spring doesn’t really 
seem to happen in any meaningful way 
until after Memorial Day, it’s great to 
motor onto Sanibel when it’s yucky at 
home yet on the shoulder season of 
visitation in south Florida. The peak 
tourist season runs from January until 
April, a great time to visit, but normally 
requires more planning and advance 
reservations.

For a Montana farm boy and his 
sweetheart who was raised in upstate 

(Above) Cold season in the North is a perfect time to escape to Florida’s sunny Sanibel Island. 
(Right) Shelling on Lighthouse Beach is a world-renowned activity for visitors of all ages.
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New York, there’s nothing we fi nd so 
relaxing and fascinating when visiting 
the southern shores of our nation than 
wandering the beach. We set off on 
Lighthouse Beach on the southeast-
ern side of the island, not far from 
the causeway that links Sanibel and 
Captiva islands with the mainland of 
Florida at Fort Myers. The beach is 
named for a landmark lighthouse fi rst 
constructed in 1884. 

Although it was midday and 
numerous beachcombers had hiked the 
sand before us, by the time we padded 
a half mile down the beach, both of 

SANIBEL ISLAND ESCAPE

my hands were loaded with seashells 
— mostly the fl at, fan-shaped shells 
from scallops. The colors are fasci-
nating. The shells are adorned in hues 
from nearly white to mottled orange to 
some streaked with maroon and plum 
tones. Lisa refused to pack the shells 
I discovered after my hands were full. 
Her fi ngers clasped her camera, and 
her bikini had no pockets. 

A host of shorebirds darted about 
in the surf, while an osprey wheeled 
overhead. Before arriving, we had read 
of Sanibel’s reputation as a reliable 
birdwatching hotspot. Within an hour we 

(Above from left) The Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum has the best collection of seashells of any 
museum in the nation. Thomas Edison’s early motion picture apparatus is on display at the Edison 
& Ford Winter Estates. The site boasts an outstanding array of palm and other tropical trees.

The month of May is prime fi shing time for tarpon and other game fi sh.

recorded more than a dozen different 
species on Lighthouse Beach, including 
a silly reddish egret gamboling about 
in a tidal pool and a stately great egret 
with fl owing snow-white plumage that 
strutted along the surf like a celebrity.

After dinner we decided to take 
another stroll to enjoy the tangy breeze 
that ruffl ed the surf. An ebbing tide 
had seemingly doubled the amount of 
sand on the beach, also revealing a host 

A WATERBORNE TOUR OF THE AREA 
MADE THE “CATCHING” PART OF THE 
FISHING TRIP A SECONDARY CONCERN
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of the seagoing creatures that leave 
behind their shells after departing to 
the great ocean paradise in the sky. 
We discovered a number of living sand 
dollars, along with a colorful starfish. 
Scores of fighting conchs and lettered 
olives inched along in the moist sand, 
propelled by the muscular “foot” that 
extends from their shells. A friendly 
local informed us that the crown conch 
we happened upon was a rare find, 
more common to silty areas than this 
sandy beach. It’s illegal to collect shells 
with living creatures inside, so we left 
our treasures on the beach. Photo-
graphing living crustaceans is just as 
fun as collecting their shells.

A day of shell searching on one 
of Sanibel’s several beaches segues 
naturally to one of the island’s other 
attractions, which we visited the next 
morning. The Bailey-Matthews Shell 
Museum has the most comprehensive 
collection of seashells of any museum 
in the Western Hemisphere. After 
finding shells of our own on Lighthouse 
Beach, we were initially attracted to the 
museum’s exhibit of shells common to 
southwest Florida. But our attention was 
quickly lured to other intriguing exhibits. 

I was drawn to a collection of 
mammoth shell specimens from around 
the world, some of them notably larger 
than a basketball. There was an artful 
array of scallop shells on one wall, 
arranged by the kaleidoscope of colors 
found on the 430 species of scallops 
around the world. Another display 
chronicles the history and lifestyle of 
the ancient Calusa people who once 
inhabited the island and southwest 
Florida coast. The Calusa utilized shells 
for a variety of purposes including tools, 
fishing tackle and cookware.

It’s a world-class museum, but 
the educational mission of the Bailey-
Matthews Shell Museum is equally 
impressive. It publishes a shell science 
journal, hosts researchers from around 
the world and is a popular destination 
for field trips for local schoolchildren. 

The displays at the shell museum 
memorialize creatures whose 
“skeletons” have been left behind after 
they die. Just down the road is one of 
Sanibel Island’s other attractions, this M
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one devoted to living things. The J.N. 
“Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge 
was created in 1976. Sprawling over 
6,000 acres, the refuge encompasses 
an extended mass of mangrove forest. 
During the spring and fall migrations, 
thousands of birds stop over at the 
refuge on their winged treks to nesting 
or wintering grounds in the United 
States and the Caribbean. 

We were too late to catch the spring 
migration, but dozens of resident 

species of birds make the refuge 
a birder’s paradise year-round. An 
auto tour loop that winds a bit more 
than 4 miles through the refuge is the 
handiest way to experience this unique 
ecosystem and its wildlife. We puttered 
down the paved roadway and were soon 
joined by a cattle egret, a white bird 
with long legs and buff highlights on 
its plumage. The egret chased our car, 
much like a mutt who runs after passing 
vehicles on a country driveway. It was a 

comical scene, but puzzling as well.
“What’s that crazy bird up to?” Lisa 

asked with a giggle.
I explained to her that cattle egrets 

often follow large domestic animals, 
such as cattle and horses, in a pasture. 
As these big mammals walk around, 
they stir up insects from the grass, 
which are caught by the egrets. This 
fellow had apparently mistaken our 
vehicle for an overgrown white milk cow 
in hopes that it would fl ush out a late-
afternoon snack.

Farther down the road, we spied a 
little blue heron standing motionless 
at the edge of the water near the road. 
This one was a juvenile. Adult little blue 
herons have bluish-gray plumage, but 
the youngsters begin life with white 
feathers that become mottled with 
blue as they age. As we watched, the 
speckled “teenager” poked its bill 
quickly into the water and emerged with 
a small fi sh that was eaten as heartily 
as a human adolescent chomping on 
a cheeseburger. 

Along one of the refuge’s board-
walks that snakes out into the trees, 
we discovered a host of tiny crabs 
clinging to the bark of the mangroves.
A reddish egret and several white 
ibises were poking about near the 
platform at the end of the boardwalk. 
By the time we completed the looping 
auto tour, we recorded nearly 20 
different bird species, including a pair 
of nesting ospreys and a clownish 
brown pelican. Manatees swim the 

The eclectic community of Matlacha features 
intriguing shops, both inside and out.
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Made in the USA

• Affordably replaces mechanical landing gear 
for easy set-up 

• Engineered like aircraft landing gear for 
exceptional stability

• Electric/manual pump provides power
extend/power-retract dependability

• Use as landing gear or in combination with other
jacks to make a complete leveling system

Exceptional stability. Outstanding value. 
The runway is clear!

For more information go to
www.HWH.com or call 1-800-321-3494

HWH.21841 HalfPg Aircraft JacksFN_1/2 Pg Vert  5/14/12  12:30 PM  Page 1

waters of the refuge, but we failed to 
lay eyes on one of these huge aquatic 
mammals. Perhaps we’ll sight a “sea 
cow” on a return trip to the refuge.

Day three of our Southern escape 
involved an ambitious itinerary — spend 
the early morning fishing, cruise back 
across the causeway from Sanibel 
Island to Fort Myers to visit a museum, 
then motor on to nearby Pine Island.

Dawn found us on a motorized 
fishing skiff with Captain Steve Bailey, 
a local fishing guide with three decades 
of experience. Back home in Montana, 
fly-fishing under an overcast sky often 
brings exceptional results. Steve didn’t 
like the scattered cloud cover that lent 
texture and color to the sunrise. He 
wasn’t crazy about the breeze, either.

“Hot, sunny days that are dead-calm 
usually give us the best fishing,” he 
informed us with a wry smile. “But we’ll 
give it a shot.”

As it turned out, a waterborne tour 
of the area aboard Steve’s boat made 
the “catching” part of the fishing trip 
a secondary concern. We moved from 
spot to spot, as he relayed the local 
history and biological information about 
the redfish and snook we could spot 
lounging off the small mangrove islands 
but whose mouths were disinclined to 
take my fly. 

An hour into the excursion, we 
spotted an osprey winging toward its 
nest with a sizable fish in its talons. 
Suddenly a huge, dark form plummeted 
after the fish hawk. A bald eagle had 
targeted the osprey’s meal. The smaller 
bird banked to evade its larger pursuer, 
but the eagle perfectly anticipated its 
maneuver and grabbed the fish from 
the osprey’s talons. Lisa and I were 
dumbstruck, but Steve relayed that 
fish-pilfering eagles often steal an 
osprey’s hard-earned catch. I finally 
caught a small snook of my own, but the 
eagle-osprey encounter remained the 
highlight of the morning.

After a memorable lunch at a 
local crab shack, we parked outside 
the Edison & Ford Winter Estates. A 
20-plus-acre complex of laboratory, 
experimental gardens and riverfront 
estate, this museum preserves the 
winter homes of inventors Thomas 

Edison and Henry Ford, who were close 
friends. A tour of the grounds revealed 
a plethora of rare and unusual trees 
and shrubs cultivated by the inventor. 
Inside the laboratory portion of the 
museum, we viewed early generators, 
storage batteries and vintage motion 
picture cameras, all invented by Edison. 
Often in the company of Ford, Harry 
Firestone, U.S. presidents and other 
leading citizens of the day, Edison 
enjoyed his Florida estate and extended 

camping trips in the eastern forests. 
Lisa was drawn to the early motion 
picture displays, but I was intrigued by 
an ancient Model T pickup that Ford 
designed specifically for his camping 
excursions. We viewed just a fraction 
of the museum in our allotted hours, 
vowing a return trip to take in the entire 
collection at a later date.

The day ended on Pine Island, 
accessible by bridge from Fort Myers. 
We motored through Matlacha, a 
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historic fi shing town rapidly transi-
tioning to an eclectic artist colony. 
Brightly painted shops displayed local 
artwork and crafts, but we resisted the 
temptation to stop and stay on Pine 
Island Drive. At the end of the island, 
we exited our vehicle at the Calusa 
Heritage Trail. The trail winds through 
the Randell Research Center, an ar-
chaeological site among huge mounds 
of shells, relics of the bygone Calusa 
Indian civilization.

As the sun dipped on the western 

Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum
239-395-2233, www.shellmuseum.org

Calusa Heritage Trail
239-283-2062
www.fl mnh.ufl .edu/rrc/calusatrail.htm

Camping
Sanibel Island offers very limited 
camping and isn’t the easiest place 
to navigate with a sizable trailer. I 
recommend perching in the Fort Myers 
area and making the short drive to 
Sanibel or Pine Island. We liked San 
Carlos RV Resort and Marina in Fort 
Myers Beach. 
800-525-7275, www.sancarlosrv.com

Edison and Ford Winter Estates
239-334-7419
www.edisonfordwinterestates.org

Fishing
Angling for resident species of fi sh is 
possible year-round. Tarpon, a large, 

popular game fi sh, migrate through 
the area from mid-April to mid-June. 
Captain Steve Bailey offers fl y-fi shing 
and light-tackle angling. 
239-489-1379, www.captstevebailey.com

Fishing from a kayak is another fun 
option. Josh Harvel, another local guide, 
specializes in kayak fi shing. 
239-233-0655 
www.swfl kayakcharters.com

General Information
The Lee County Visitor and Convention 
Bureau provides an excellent portal to 
beach information, attractions, events 
and other information.
800-237-6444, www.leevcb.com

J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife 
Refuge
239-472-1100, www.fws.gov/dingdarling

Tarpon Lodge 
239-283-3999, www.tarponlodge.com

ISLAND INTEL

horizon, we were seated in the airy 
dining room at the Tarpon Lodge, 
just across the road from the Calusa 
trail. It’s been recommended as one 
of the fi nest eating establishments in 
the area and does not disappoint. We 
feasted on fresh grouper, a tasty local 
fi sh, and delicious scallops. The sun 
was setting as dessert arrived, and 
we talked about what we’d seen and 
all that remains to be explored. Our 
Sanibel escape, it seems, was about to 
become an annual tradition. q

SANIBEL ISLAND ESCAPE

Campgrounds in the Fort Myers area
(San Carlos RV Resort pictured here) make 
an ideal home base for a Sanibel escape.
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866-9-RV-CENTER | CWRVS.com

* Government fees, state taxes and dealer fees as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable 
in CA, OH, TX, TN, GA or UT). Inventory and floorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. Contact your area 
dealer for availability. ^^All payments to qualified buyers with approved credit and subject to lender terms. Advertised inventory available at time of production. 
New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other o�er and not applicable to prior sales. O�ers valid at any Camping 
World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. O�ers expire 5/7/14.                          FR030161-0214

ASK HOW YOU CAN UPGRADE TO Good Sam ELITE
GoodSamClub.com

NEW 2014 SHASTA 
FLYTE 265DB

MSRP $26,385  SAVE $7,390
Stk. #FAY1023218

NEW 2014 KEYSTONE 
COUGAR 280RLS
MSRP $49,155  SAVE $11,160

Stk. #TPA484542

$18,995*
OR 

$176/MO.̂ ^

$10,999*
OR 

$102/MO.̂ ^

$37,995*
OR 

$288/MO.̂ ^

Based on 10% down @ 6.99% APR for 144 mos. Based on 10% down @ 5.99% APR for 180 mos.

NEW 2014 COLEMAN 
COLEMAN CTS15BH
MSRP $13,938  SAVE $2,939
Stk. #MB480957

Based on 10% down @ 6.99% APR for 144 mos.
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SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com    Product Protection Plan available To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL

*For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/39install

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

NEW! EXCLUSIVE 2014 GOOD SAM CLUB BENEFIT!

For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/39install

INSTALLED PRICE OR IT’S FREE!INSTATAT

 $39 INSTALLATION!
ALLED PRICE OR IT’S FREE!ALLED PRICE OR IT’S FREE!
INSTALLATIO
WE’LL BEAT  ANY COMPETITOR’S

STATAT
99

ALLE
WWPLUS,

*For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/39install

$$
LARGEST 
INVENTORY 

SELECTION!

For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/39install

!! SAVE HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS!
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BY DISH®

Sale Prices Expire May 4, 2014

 LARGEST SELECTION       OF SATELLITE ANTENNAS!
  BEST INSTALLED      PRICE GUARANTEED!

A  Good Sam GPS 7" RVND 7725-LM GPS Powered  
 by Rand McNally® #68986 
Includes FREE lifetime map updates plus Good Sam  
RV Travel Guide and Campground Directory data. Enter 
your RV type and length for specialized RV-friendly 
routing. The 7" HD touchscreen is easy to see and use. 
Built-in speaker delivers turn-by-turn directions. Packed 
with RV-friendly features such as checklists, fuel logs, RV 
services at exits and video input for rearview camera  
(sold separately). See more RV-friendly features at  
CampingWorld.com/GoodSamGPS.  
Ship Wt. 3 lbs. | 

B  7" GPS Sun Shade #62561 
Shields your GPS to eliminate glare.  
Club SALE $19.99 Reg. $21.99 | Ship Wt. 1 lb. 
C  Hard Case for 7" GPS #61908 

Protects touchscreen.  
Club SALE $19.99 Reg. $21.99 | Ship Wt. 1 lb.

CLUB SALE

$32999 $27999 
Reg. $349.99

A

B C

EXCLUSIVE!

DISH® ViP® 211z Satellite Television Receiver #73912 
Offers high-definition and DISH® Pay-As-You-Go programming.  
Compatible with all DISH-specific antennas and most mobile satellite 
antennas. | Ship Wt. 5 lbs. | 
Digital Over-The-Air Tuner for DISH® ViP® 211z Receiver (not shown) #73913 
Tuner allows you to watch local TV channels through your receiver’s  
TV guide using your pre-existing over-the-air antenna. 
Club SALE $49.99 Reg. $56.99 | Ship Wt. 1 lb. 

CLUB SALE

$ 7499
 Reg. $109.99

View Separate Programming 
on Two Televisions!

CA
03
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33

. $349.99

Good Sam 2014 North American RV  
Travel Guide & Ground Directory #72834 
• 13,500 Campgrounds and RV Parks 
• 2,100+ Good Sam Parks 
• Over $700 in Camping World Coupons 
• This is THE essential RV travel resource  
   for 2014! | Ship Wt. 5 lbs.
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60%

OFF

Smallest portable satellite 
antenna at only 13.5"H x 14.3"D 

CLUB SALE

$649 Reg. $699
Carryout® G2 Automatic Portable Satellite  
RV Antenna #76528 
Compatible with DISH® (SD & HD), DIRECTV® (SD)  
and Bell TV™ (SD & HD). Works with a wide variety  
of receivers. | ° $24 $9 | 

NEW!

Satellite Finder #14067 
Displays signal strength. Installs between 
satellite dish and receiver. | Ship Wt. 1⁄2 lb. | 

CLUB SALE
$2699 Reg. $37.68

CLUB SALE
$8297 Reg. $92.97

Winegard® Carryout® Tripod #47715 
Works with #74562, #75143, #72776 & #76528.  
Ship Wt. 5 lbs. 

Winegard® Rayzar™ Amplified Indoor HD Antenna #68966 
Embedded low-noise amplifier pulls in more channels. Delivers local broadcast 
programming in crisp, clear high definition! 12" x 13". | Ship Wt. 2 lbs. | 

CLUB SALE
$ 6797
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SAVE UP
TO 25%

CLUB MEMBERS
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Which Satellite is Right for You?  
Pay-As-You-Go Programming  10 am

Find the best choice in satellite antennas for your RV lifestyle and  
learn about the most flexible programming packages available.

FREE SEMINAR! 10 am

FREE LUNCH!  11 am - 1 pm

VISIT A SUPERCENTER NEAR YOU!

SAVE UP 
TO 50% ON  

4-DAY-ONLY SPECIALS! 

SPIN THE PRIZE WHEEL
for a chance to SAVE EVEN MORE! 

SAVE UP
TO

$365
CLUB MEMBERS

ON INSTALLED TRAV'LER ANTENNAS
Trav'ler DISH® Automatic Satellite RV Antenna #37341 
Stationary antenna is compatible with DISH® (SD & HD).

Trav'ler DIRECTV® Automatic  
Satellite RV Antenna #68944 
Stationary antenna is compatible  
with DIRECTV® (SD & HD).

AFTER MAIL-IN REBATE
$50 MAIL-IN REBATE!
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SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY
IN NATCHITOCHES

THE OLDEST CITY IN LOUISIANA SHOWCASES HISTORIC LANDMARKS,  
SOUTHERN PLANTATIONS, QUAINT SHOPS AND LONG-RUNNING FESTIVALS

article by Patricia Strutz

When many of us think of 
Louisiana, Cajun and Creole 
cooking come to mind — 

mouthwatering cuisine such as 
crawfish, filé gumbo and smoked 
andouille sausage. Southern delicacies 
like these are in great supply in the 
west-central Louisiana city of Natchi-
toches (pronounced Nack-a-tish). 

Beyond gastronomic pleasures, 
the region offers plenty to do. Don’t 
be surprised to experience a sense 
of déjà vu as you drive through — this 

scenic area has been showcased in 
several movies and novels. The oldest 
permanent settlement in the Louisiana 
Purchase, Natchitoches has a rich 
history that’s celebrated with a living 
history museum, cotton-era plantation 
tours and the oldest general store in the 
state. You can traverse winding roads 
and trails in Kisatchie National Forest, 
breathing in the smell of longleaf pines, 
or plan your visit around the holiday 
season to enjoy the Festival of Lights,  
a tradition for more than 80 years. 

A LITTLE HISTORY
AND GEOGRAPHY 
In 1714, a trading post was set up 
by French-Canadian explorer Louis 
Juchereau de St. Denis. He traded goods 
with the original inhabitants, the Natchi-
toches Indians. Settlers soon followed to 
plant crops in this ideal farming climate, 
bringing African slaves with them.

The Cane River flowed east to the 
Red River and provided an easy shipping 
route to New Orleans. Expelled from 
Nova Scotia, French Acadians — later 

Immerse yourself in the history of Natchitoches at Oakland Plantation, one of the most complete Creole plantations remaining in the South.   PH
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FREE

Experts Agree Harbor Freight WINS in QUALITY and PRICE

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES
HARBOR FREIGHT500 Stores Nationwide LIFETIME WARRANTY

ON ALL HAND TOOLS!
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Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/10/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.
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Why a FREE GIFT with NO PURCHASE REQUIRED and NO STRINGS ATTACHED?
Because once you see our GREAT QUALITY and RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES, 

YOU'LL NEVER BUY TOOLS ANYWHERE ELSE!

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
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 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  67847 
61454/61693

 $14999 
REG. PRICE 

$219 .99 

Item 67847 
shown

"The Perfect Compressor with Powerful, 
Quiet and Consistent Airfl ow...
Plus we Love the Low Price"
– Street Trucks Magazine

SAVE 
$70

 RAPID PUMP®

3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

LOT NO.  68048 
69227/62116

 $6999 
REG. PRICE 

$159 .99 
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74 lbs.

Item 
68048 
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SAVE 
$90

SAVE 
$82
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60%
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LOT NO. 
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Item 
69684
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12" SLIDING 
COMPOUND 

DOUBLE-BEVEL 
MITER SAW WITH 

LASER GUIDE

12" SLIDING NEW!

Blade 
included.

SAVE 
$60  $6999 

REG. PRICE 
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 2.4" COLOR LCD 
DIGITAL INSPECTION 

CAMERA  

Requires four 
AA batteries 
(included).

Item 67979 
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 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
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69249/69129/69121

REG. 
PRICE 
$8 .99  $299 

Item 877 shown

SAVE 
66%

SAVE 
53%
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PRICE 
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1" x 25 FT. 
TAPE MEASURE
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7 FUNCTION 
DIGITAL 
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Item 90899 
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• Unlimited critical system checkups – avoid that breakdown
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called Cajuns — also headed here. They 
were fi shermen and rice farmers.

In 1803, Napoleon sold his territory 
to the United States. As the Red River 
began to shift, the area became isolated 
from the shipping route. By 1870, the 
Red River completely bypassed Natchi-
toches. The Cane River was dammed in 
the 1920s, creating the oxbow-shaped 
lake that exists today. 

Cane River Lake meanders 
directly through downtown and ends 
up 32 miles southeast in the city of 
Alexandria. The banks are lined with 
cotton-era plantations and pecan 
orchards. If you watched John Wayne 
in the movie The Horse Soldiers, you’ve 
seen this riverine environment. 

Downtown Natchitoches is bordered 
by Sibley Lake to the northwest, 
industry to the southwest and residen-
tial neighborhoods to the east. Kisatchie 
National Forest lies to the south and 
east of town. 

WHAT TO DO
Once you get your bearings, cross Front 
Street to enter the 33-block historic 
downtown district. Magnolia trees 
and live oaks draped in Spanish moss 
line the redbrick streets. Shops and 
art galleries with wrought-iron spiral 
staircases beckon. 

If you saw the movie Steel 
Magnolias, this area will look familiar. 
A must-stop is Kaffi e-Frederick General 
Mercantile at 758 Front Street. Estab-
lished in 1863, it’s a hardware store 
extraordinaire. Cast-iron skillets, 
vintage toys and marbles, corn pones, 
bacon presses, lye soap — the items will 

(Above top) The year-end Festival of Lights, an annual extravaganza of Christmas lights, 
waterfront parades and festivities, marks its 87th year in 2014. (Above) Costumed 
docents reenact battles at Fort St. Jean Baptiste State Historic Site. (Below) Boaters 
back into 36-mile-long Cane River Lake, anticipating a good day of bass fi shing.  
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catapult the shopper back a century or 
two. In fact, the original cash registers 
are still used. From October through 
January, the upper level houses a 
Christmas department. Don’t miss 
the cypress-knee Santa Clauses. The 
above-ground root system of the area’s 
plentiful cypress trees are handcrafted 
into lamps and holiday decorations. 

History buffs will want to visit Fort 
St. Jean Baptiste State Historic Site 
at 155 Rue Jefferson. In 1716, Sieur 
Charles Claude Dutisné and company 
were sent to build an outpost to prevent 
Spanish forces from advancing into 
French Louisiana. Fort St. Jean Baptiste 
served as a military outpost until 
England defeated France in 1762. The 
original site is believed to have stood 
where the Old American Cemetery is 
today. Costumed docents in this recon-
structed fort allow visitors to experience 
the area’s colonial history.      

In the mood for a scenic drive? 
The trailer-accessible Longleaf 
Trail Scenic Byway guides motorists 

through the pristine pinery of Kisatchie 
National Forest. The paved two-lane 
route travels 17 miles along a high 
ridge through the Kisatchie Hills. 
Longleaf pines, chinquapin and holly 
trees are thickly bunched on the sides 
of mesas and buttes. You’ll cross 
Kisatchie Bayou, a picturesque stream 

surrounded by large sandbars. This 
is a popular spot to go swimming and 
canoeing. Several hiking trails lead to 
spectacular panoramic views; you’ll 
also walk past stands of tall bamboo. 

Longleaf Vista Recreation Area 
offers a 1½-mile interpretive trail, a 
visitor center and a picnic area. Keep 

Cast for bass and crappie on the shores of Sibley Lake at Nakatosh Campground 2, 
one of a pair of RV parks within minutes of downtown Natchitoches. 

www.thetford.com 
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an eye out for old turpentine extraction 
tools (a large camp was set up here), as 
well as arrowheads. This area is within 
the range of the Late Prehistoric Caddo 
Indians. Directions can be found at 
www.fs.usda.gov. 

No trip to this part of the South 
would be complete without a visit to 
historic plantation homes. If you’ve read 
Lalita Tademy’s book Cane River, you 
can see some of the plantations she 
mentions 8 to 23 miles from Natchi-
toches along highways 119 and 484, 
both of which roughly parallel the Cane 
River. Oakland, Magnolia and Melrose 

plantations open their doors for public 
tours. The fi rst two are maintained by 
the National Park Service. 

Oakland is considered the most 
complete Creole plantation in the 
South. It showcases a raised house and 
nearly 20 outbuildings. Perhaps most 
unusual are the pigeonniers; special 
buildings used to breed pigeons. Both 
the eggs and birds were harvested. 

Magnolia Plantation has remained 

in the LeComte-Hertzog family for more 
than 250 years. The family still owns the 
main house and cultivates the fi elds. 
The park system provides tours of the 
outbuildings and a rare glimpse into the 
slave culture on a large plantation.

Privately owned Melrose Plantation 
was built in 1742. Owner Thomas Pierre 

Back in the 1930s, African-American men with peddling carts offered a creation 
called meat pies. Crescent-shaped pastries fi lled with seasoned beef and pork 
were hand-crimped and fried to a golden brown. Lasyone’s Meat Pie Restaurant 
(622 Second Street) has garnered worldwide fame for offering Natchitoches’ 
signature dish. The restaurant also serves other traditional soul food like coun-
try-style milk gravy and biscuits, grits, fried okra and turnip greens.

 Don’t leave town without trying a meat pie at Lasyone’s.

WHERE TO EAT

Magnolia Plantation, owned by the same 
family for more than 250 years, is now open 
for public tours.
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Métoyer entered into a relationship with 
slave Marie Thérèse Coincoin. Métoyer 
later freed Marie and all 10 of their 
children. These descendents created a 
lasting legacy at Melrose by adding dis-
tinctive buildings to the complex. 

The African House, circa 1800, 
resembles a straw-thatched hut found 
in the Congo. One of America’s most 
celebrated primitive artists, Clementine 
Hunter spent time here as a cook and, 
later, solely working on her craft. Many 
of her paintings remain, including a 
colorful mural painted on the upstairs 
walls of the African House. Details on 
the plantations and sites found along 
Cane River National Heritage Area can 
be found at www.canerivernha.org.

If you visit at the end of the year, 
be sure to see the annual Festival 
of Lights, a popular event that has 
ushered in the holidays in Natchitoches 
since 1927. For six weeks, more than 
300,000 lights adorn 100 religious and 
secular set pieces along the downtown 
riverbank. The excitement of street 
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Miles of scenic roads wind through 604,000-
acre Kisatchie National Forest. Cool off at 
one of the many shallow rapids or look for 
native carnivorous plants (right) that trap 
prey in their deep cavities. 
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Kisatchie National Forest
Several federal campgrounds are located 16 miles south of 
Natchitoches in the National Forest. Most sites accommo-
date trailers but are rather primitive with limited facilities. 
They’re near the Longleaf Trail Scenic Byway and hiking, 
biking, horseback-riding and off-highway-vehicle trails.
877-444-6777, www.fs.usda.gov/kisatchie

Nakatosh Campgrounds
Not far from downtown, the two Nakatosh Campgrounds 
have all the conveniences. With 41 full-hookup RV sites, 
including 22 pull-throughs, Campground 1 offers pine 
forest views and a pair of small ponds where you can fi sh 
for bass from shore (don’t forget bug spray). The adjacent 
restaurant serves up tasty fried chicken, catfi sh and boudin 
round-the-clock. Campground 2 has19 RV sites, 14 with full 
hookups and fi ve pull-throughs, all with Sibley Lake views. 
After launching your boat at the landing 1½ miles away,  you 
can fi sh for bass, crappie and catfi sh, then tie up on the camp-
ground’s banks. Walk to Mariner’s Restaurant, which serves 
crawfi sh, gulf oysters, gumbo, meat pies and pecan pie.
318-352-0911, www.nakatoshcampgrounds.com 

For More Information:
Natchitoches Area Convention and Visitors Bureau
318-352-8072, www.natchitoches.net
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and barge parades, live entertainment, weekly fi reworks 
and authentic Creole cuisine permeates the air. Clad in red 
and green velvet costumes, Miss Merry Christmas and the 
Christmas Belles make community appearances. Streetcar 
tours and horse-drawn carriage rides take place throughout 
the day and evening. You’ll hear the singing tree, view the 
decorations and smell funnel cakes, meat pies, pralines and 
boudin balls that local vendors hawk on the street. 

As part of the festival, the Natchitoches Historic 
Foundation spearheads a Christmas by Candlelight tour of 
homes. Held the second and third weeks of December, the 
tour features both historic and contemporary homes. One 
example is the Prudhomme-Rouquier House, circa 1790. 
Lavishly decorated for the holidays, it offers a glimpse of 
unique bousillage construction—walls made of mud from 
the riverbottoms, mixed with deer hair and Spanish moss. 
Hand-hewn and -pegged cypress beams and a three-story 
staircase are also features of this Creole structure. 

To view a complete listing of Festival of Lights events 
and fi nd RV parking areas, visit www.christmasfestival.com. 

Natchitoches is my mother’s hometown, and even 
though I grew up in Wisconsin, this Yankee has visited 
relatives here many times. I invite you to sample the 
unrivaled cuisine, the local conviviality and the natural 
beauty of this area. Step back to a slower time, sip a sweet 
iced tea and enjoy some genuine Southern hospitality. qPH
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    THE

OTHER ALABAMA
In the shadow of Mount Whitney, a range of Southern-sounding 
hills rises up on the eastern slope of California’s Sierra Nevada

article and photos by Jim Brightly

Just west of Lone Pine, California, 
and U.S. Route 395, a string of 
rocky outcroppings known as the 

Alabama Hills offers the adventur-
ous RVer a landscape that’s almost 
otherworldly. Here you’ll witness big 
boulders piled upon bigger boulders, 
balancing acts rarely seen, and 
thousands of caves and cubbyholes. 

You’ll fi nd recognizable terrain from 
hundreds of movies, thousands of com-
mercials and innumerable television 
shows. Movie productions from Gunga 
Din to Gladiator have called the Alabama 
Hills and the surrounding Owens Valley 
home. Even Tarzan left Culver City to 
fi lm a couple of movies here.

Driving along Movie Road — an 
accessible two-lane dirt strip that 
parallels U.S. 395 — inspires déjà vu as 
you get a look at the shooting locations 
of so many motion pictures. Even fi rst-
timers to the area swear they’ve been 
here before, as every bend in the road 
brings another familiar scene.

To fi nd Movie Road, go west of 
Lone Pine on Whitney Portal Road. 
Turn north at the movie monument 
plaque. This is public Bureau of Land 
Management property, so choose a fl at 

spot, roll out the awning and lean back 
to enjoy the snowcapped Sierra Nevada 
to the west, the White Mountains across 
the Owens Valley and the rocks of the 
Alabama Hills. Unleash your inner child 
and imagine the rocks and boulders as 
goblins, horses, fortresses or anything 
else under the sun.

For those who prefer bona fi de 
campsites, you’ll fi nd several public and 
private campgrounds near the Alabama 
Hills (see “Lone Pine Camping”).

Continue west up Whitney Portal 
Road to the trailhead for hikes on Mount 
Whitney, the highest peak in the Lower 
48. The full hike is an endeavor for 
those who are extremely fi t, and you’ll 
need a permit to make the trek from 
May 1 to November 1. During permit 
season, the trail is limited to less than 
200 hikers on any given day. 

Back on U.S. 395, be sure to visit 
the Lone Pine Film History Museum 
to explore the costumes, cars, props, 
posters and other movie memorabilia 
on display. This collection tells the story 
of fi lming in the region from the early 
days of silent movie comedian Fatty 
Arbuckle to modern blockbuster movies 
such as Iron Man.

One of the best things about 
boondocking in the Alabama 
Hills is it’s free on nearly 
30,000 acres of public BLM 
land west of Lone Pine. 

The Alabama Hills and Sierra Nevada behind them provide a panoramic 
camp setting and dual fi lming locations for blockbuster movies.
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U.S. 395, the highway that doubles 
as Lone Pine’s Main Street, is interest-
ing in itself and a worthy drive. The 
route connects to the U.S. borders with 
Mexico and British Columbia and fl ows 
through three states along the eastern 
slopes of various mountain ranges.

Following 395 north a few miles 
out of Lone Pine, you’ll fi nd Manzanar 
National Historic Site. Take a moment 
to walk around the internment camp 
and refl ect upon the many Japanese-
Americans housed here during World 
War II. It’s a beautiful location, despite 
the troubling history.

The Owens River that runs 
through the valley was ravaged in the 
1930s when the Los Angeles water 
department built the fi rst aqueduct to 
haul water from the Sierra to thirsty Los 
Angeles, events that inspired the movie 

Chinatown. Department employees 
dynamited beaver dams, decimated 
lakes and almost turned the Owens 
Valley into a dust bowl. 

Fortunately, the federal government 
stepped in several decades ago, but the 
Owens Valley has never quite regained 
its former glory. Yet even with the 
current drought, it’s still wet enough to 
support a healthy mosquito population, 
so bring plenty of insect repellant.

If you visit during spring, make 
the drive north to Bishop to see the 
wildfl owers. Every year Bishop hosts 
its popular Mule Days Celebration on 
Memorial Day weekend, with events 
running from May 20 through 25 this 
year. The 45th annual festival takes 
place at the Tri-County Fairgrounds 
and features more than 700 mules 
competing in 181 events. q

Boulder Creek RV Resort
760-876-4243 
bouldercreekrvresort.com

Bureau of Land Management
• Alabama Hills Recreation Area
916-978-4400, www.blm.gov/ca

Inyo County Parks and Recreation
• Diaz Lake Campground
• Portagee Joe Campground
760-873-5577 
www.inyocountycamping.com

Inyo National Forest
• Lone Pine Campground
• Whitney Portal Family Campground
877-444-6777 
www.reserveamerica.com

For More Information
Lone Pine Chamber of Commerce
760-876-4444, lonepinechamber.org

LONE PINE CAMPING
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Stereotypes, as inaccurate or unfair 
as they may often be, are some-
times founded in truth. Sports cars 

are driven by young men, cowboy hats 
are worn by cowboys and fi fth-wheels 
are for older, retired couples. But every 
so often, we’re reminded of fallacies in-
herent in stereotyping and fi nd ourselves 
surprised by reality. Old ladies some-
times do drive Porsches. The guy in the 
Village People also wore a cowboy hat. 
And sometimes, as is the case with the 
Jayco Eagle Premier, fi fth-wheels are 
designed for family use.

When you think about it, family 
oriented fi vers just makes sense. They 
have the walk-around space and resi-
dential features familiar to the younger 
members of your household, and the 
giant basement storage typical of these 
rigs can easily accommodate the trap-
pings of four or more. Replace the 
leather and tile with cloth and vinyl, and 
you’ve got an attractive, durable and af-
fordable package that can hold up to the 
rigors of family use.

The Jayco Eagle Premier is avail-
able in a total of nine fl oorplans, all of 

which can sleep at least three and as 
many as 10. The test unit you see here 
is the Jayco 361REQS, which combines 
high-end styling and thoughtful features 
with sleeping for up to four adult-sized 
people. As such, it’s no snack-size rig; 
measuring 40 feet 9 inches, it’s best 
suited for RV parks rather than public 
campgrounds, which tend to be a little 
more cramped. With this in mind, we 
made reservations at the Pechanga RV 
Resort, located in the Southern Califor-
nia wine country of Temecula, approxi-
mately 67 miles north of San Diego. 

Pechanga is a well-manicured, clean 
park that offers 168 sites (including 25 
deluxe pull-throughs) with full hookups, 
cable and Wi-Fi, plus two spas and a 
heated pool. It’s also walking distance to 
Pechanga Casino and golf course. The 
park assigned us a pull-through site, 
after which we deployed the automatic 
four-point leveling system (a $2,329 
option) four slideouts and not one but 
two power patio awnings (the second 
one, which deploys from the curbside 
slideout, is a $679 option). Once set up, 
we received numerous comments from 

Jayco Eagle Premier 361REQS
Thoughtful features and a fl oorplan perfect for entertaining 
make this full-size fi fth-wheel a safe bet for family fun

article by Chris Hemer  photos by Scott Hirko

J A Y C O   E A G L E  P R E M I E R  3 6 1 R E Q S

END TABLE

passersby on how nice the rig looked, 
with its high-gloss exterior walls, 
tinted, frameless Thermopane win-
dows and aluminum wheels.

The 361REQS fl oorplan is great at 
mealtime or for entertaining as many 
as 10 guests. The island kitchen has 
some of the most useful space we’ve 
seen in a while, particularly on a 
fi fth-wheel at this price point. That’s 
because, in addition to the island it-
self, with its Stonecast sink and resi-
dential brushed-nickel fi xtures, there 
is a banquette at either end. The one 
on the forward wall is great for food 
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Jayco Eagle Premier 361REQS

you’ve already prepped, while the one 
nearest to the living area is a perfect 
place to put food that’s ready to serve. 
It’s directly inline with the four-place 
freestanding dinette and has pendant 
lights located directly above so you can 
highlight your culinary masterpieces. 
However, we found it counterintuitive 
that the power outlet and pendant light 
switch were located on the living area 
side of the banquette; we think having it 
on the kitchen side would be a lot more 
convenient. 

The LG-brand solid-surface coun-
tertops, while thin (presumably to save 

weight and cost) look good, and there’s 
plenty of storage space down low for 
large pots and pans as well as cabinet 
space above for dishes, bowls and the 
like. The only thing we wished for was 
a dedicated space for a trash can under 
the sink, but this is a small complaint. 
The test trailer also had an optional 
12-cubic-foot refrigerator ($1,993) and 
a large, residential-style overhead mi-
crowave, which we appreciated given 
the recent popularity of Barbie-sized 
units. There’s also a three-burner 
cooktop and a standard oven.

Generally speaking, we prefer living 

areas where the couch or recliners are 
directly across from the television, but 
Jayco did a great job compensating for 
the fact that its entertainment center 
is on the back wall. First, the couch is 
L-shaped, which makes it easy to turn 
toward the 40-inch LCD fl atscreen 
television without overtaxing your neck, 
and it includes an ottoman with internal 
storage. The opposing fabric reclin-
ers are not only very comfortable, but 
swivel for easy viewing. And, depending 
on which side of the room you’re on, the 
TV mount detaches from the wall and 
swivels as well, so you’ve always got 

The Jayco Eagle Premier served as the fi rst test of our new long-term tow vehicle, a 2014 Ford 
F-350 dually with the 6.7-liter Power Stroke diesel engine and Ford accessory fi fth-wheel 
hitch. The truck towed the Jayco fi fth-wheel effortlessly while managing 10.1 mpg. We’ll re-
port on its performance with other tests throughout the year.
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a good viewing angle. Add to this the 
optional Ledge Stone electric fi replace 
($714), and you’ve got a living area 
that’s about as cozy as anyone could 
want. There are also cabinets on either 
side of the fi replace, the streetside of 
which contains the components for the 
Multi-Media Premium Sound System 
with AM/FM/CD/DVD/MP3 player. Flip 
a switch, and you can activate the dual 
exterior marine-grade speakers in the 
patio area. In addition, the cabinet is 
prewired for another component (such 
as a Blu-ray player) and offers handy 
storage directly underneath for DVDs or 
Blu-ray discs.

About the only fl aw in the living 
area of the test unit was the fold-out 
couch, which hadn’t been assembled 
properly at the factory and dropped 
some hardware when it was deployed. 
It also wasn’t very comfortable to sleep 
on because it wasn’t fl at, and the foot 
of the bed was actually higher than the 
head, requiring our guest to sleep on it 
backward.

There were other bugaboos. While 
we appreciated the effort Jayco extended 
in placing many of the house light 
switches, tank monitor, water heater/
pump controls, etc. in a centralized 
location by the steps, the print for the 
switches was so small that it was im-
possible for us to read at night without 
glasses, and there’s no light nearby to 
make reading easier. And while it’s com-

mon in the RV industry to place an inte-
rior light switch near the bottom of the 
entry door, we thought it odd that it was 
placed on the right side of the doorway, 
so you have to open the door completely 
to get your hand on the switch. Once ac-
tivated, it illuminates the lights above the 
kitchen, which brings up another oddity: 
There’s no switch in that location for the 
overhead lights in the kitchen. If you’re 
preparing dinner and you need more 

light, you either have to walk around 
the island to the central control panel to 
switch them on or bend over and turn on 
the one at the bottom of the entry door. 
We suggest that the switch be moved to 
the left side of the doorway and that the 
switch activates a light less-oft used, like 
the one just to the right of the entry door 
in the hallway, for example. Then, place 
a light switch for the kitchen overhead 
lights in the kitchen.

JAYCO EAGLE PREMIER 361REQS

Exterior Length 40' 9"

Exterior Width 8’

Exterior Height 13’

Interior Width 7’ 8"

Interior Height 9’ (living area)
 6’ 7" (bedroom)

Construction 2- by 3-inch wood fl oor 
joists, ⁵⁄8-inch tongue-and-

groove plywood deck; vacuum bonded, 
laminated walls; 5-inch arched, stamped 

steel roof trusses with ¼-inch plywood 
decking, seamless rubber roof.

Freshwater Cap. 75 gal.

Gray-Water Cap. 85 gal.

Black-Water Cap. 50 gal.

LP-Gas Cap. 14 gal.

Water-Heater Cap. 10 gal.

Refrigerator 12 cu. ft.

Furnace 35,000 Btu

Air Conditioner (2) 13,500 Btu

Converter 90 amp

Battery (2)  Group 24 12-volt

Tires ST235/80R16

Suspension MOR/ryde CRE

Weight (water and propane 
full, no supplies) 12,480 lbs.

Hitch Weight 2,180 lbs.

Axle Weight 10,300 lbs.

GVWR 14,995 lbs

GAWR (2) 7,000 lbs.

Cargo Carrying Cap. 2,515 lbs.

Base MSRP $59,971

As-Tested MSRP $76,819

Basic Warranty 2 years

Jayco Inc.
574-825-5861, www.jayco.com
Circle 155 on Reader Service Card

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

(Below from left) The 361REQS’s fl oorplan is ideal for entertaining or cozy family fun, with fabric recliners that swivel to face the optional 
Ledge Stone electric fi replace and 40-inch LCD television. The kitchen features a four-door refrigerator, a full-size microwave and plenty
of countertop space. The bedroom of the test unit was dominated by the available king-size bed.
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Working your way up to the bed-
room and bath area, you’ll find that 
Jayco did things differently from the 
typical fifth-wheel and was successful 
for the most part. The bathroom has a 
residential-size shower that should feel 
very familiar if you have a tub/shower 
arrangement at your home. It’s rectan-
gular, offers a molded seat at one end 
and has a sliding glass door. The lava-
tory and mirrored medicine cabinet are 
roomy enough, and there are two linen 

closets, although one is located behind 
the toilet and can’t be accessed with the 
lid or seat up. It’s also quite shallow, 
so you’ll need to fold your towels into 
thirds.

The bedroom is about what you 
would expect to find in a fifth-wheel of 
this size, with a standard queen-size 
bed, a chest of drawers and a forward 
closet. The test unit, however, was out-
fitted with the optional king bed ($71), 
which we wouldn’t recommend unless 

you really need the space. It essentially 
eliminates nightstands on either side 
of the mattress, leaving spaces so nar-
row they can barely accommodate a 
small glass of water. There is, however, 
adequate walk-around room, and the 
mattress was firm but comfortable. 

The forward closet is not cedar-
lined (another cost-saving measure), 
but it has enough room for all the 
clothes you’re likely to take along. 

To the right of the closet is a large, 
deep cabinet that either contains 
shelves or is washer/dryer prepped. 
The test unit was equipped with the 
former, yet still had overlapping doors 
for a washer/dryer setup, which meant 
shutting the doors one at a time in the 
correct order every time we opened the 
cabinet. The chest of drawers at the 
foot of the bed was a good place to put 
items like socks and underwear, but not 
much else, as the drawers were only 9 
inches deep. Ditto the linen closet to the 
left of the bedroom door. Overall, how-
ever, the space works well enough once 
you get used to it, and the 32-inch LCD 
flatscreen is placed at a perfect viewing 
angle for watching TV in bed.

Pechanga RV Resort offers 113 back-in and 25 pull-through sites on well-manicured grounds. It’s just a short walk from the resort to the casino. 

PH
OT

O 
BY

 C
HR

IS
 H

EM
ER

May 2014  TRAILER LIFE  61

TL1405 test - Jayco Eagle.indd   3/13/14   3:59 PM   - 61 -    (Cyan)TL1405 test - Jayco Eagle.indd   3/13/14   3:59 PM   - 61 -    (Magenta)TL1405 test - Jayco Eagle.indd   3/13/14   3:59 PM   - 61 -    (Yellow)TL1405 test - Jayco Eagle.indd   3/13/14   3:59 PM   - 61 -    (BlacK)



Outside, access to storage and utilities is excellent. The 
front pass-through storage is roomy, well lit and nicely fi n-
ished, and features TV/cable prep for an outdoor entertain-
ment system, if desired. The compartment can also be heated 
via a vent in the bedroom duct that passes over the area, 
which is a nice touch. Jayco created a second compartment 
accessed from the front of the rig that is perfect for storing 
items like tools, chemicals and other small cargo. The doors 
also work on gas struts, which is something we’d like to see 
more of in the RV industry.

On the street side of the compartment  are the optional 
four-point-leveling-system controls and Jayco’s well-con-
ceived Uni-Dock utility center. This area contains the winter-
izing valves, city-water hookup, exterior shower and dump 
valves, and also thoughtful features like a light, soap dis-
penser and a paper towel holder to make dumping the tanks 
a more sanitary process. There are other less noticeable 
exterior features as well, such as dual propane cylinders on 
a pull-out tray, a dual battery compartment with disconnect, 
a heated and enclosed underbelly, and enclosed slideout 
mechanisms.

Another common stereotype is that fi fth-wheels are heavy 
and expensive. The Jayco Eagle Premier is neither. Weighing 
in at less than 13,000 pounds ready to tow, it’s amazingly light 
for a 40-footer, and with a base MSRP of less than $60,000, it 
is a great value. q

The bath features a roomy residential-style shower with a glass door, 
double medicine cabinets and adequate cabinet space. 
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RVing is a great way to kindle a passion for family activities like fi shing. 

Relying on a Cummins Onan installed generator is another tradition worth 

passing on to the next generation. It makes all your adventures even more 

enjoyable, with comfort and convenience at the push of a button. 
 

With over 50 years’ experience in making reliable RV generators, it’s no surprise 

that Cummins Onan models have some important advantages:

�  Lowest noise and vibration 

�  Highest reliability

�  Most extensive and experienced service network

Learn more about the benefi ts of a Cummins Onan installed generator 

at powertotrailers.com. And pass on what’s important. 

Sharing family traditions
Courtesy of Cummins Onan 

RV QG 3600 LP

Relying on a Cummins Onan installed generator is another tradition worth 
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ON SALE NOW PLUS $39 INSTALLATION for Good Sam Club 
members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.

 ■ Fully-featured with style and storage
 ■ Customize your �nish with a variety of 

door panels to complement any décor
 ■ True eye-level controls
 ■ 2-year warranty

Watch the Dometic Refrigerators  Video

America’s #1 Choice for Innovative RV Refrigerators

Modern Styling & Great Value
Dometic Refrigerators Fit Any RV Brand On the Road

2-YEAR WARRANTY

Elite 2+2 Series Refrigerators

New Generation Series Refrigerators

3287-Dometic-RV-Refrigerators-HalfPg-Ad-MH&TL-May-2014.indd   1 2/5/14   9:09 AM

V is for Vacation!

E ver watch a motorized boat 
speed across a lake? The seem-
ingly commonplace action can 

be quite graceful, with the elegant front 
V-shape effortlessly slicing through 
its aquatic environs, defying wind and 
friction while gliding hither and yon. 
Okay, that imagery may be a bit much 
for what’s essentially a large chunk of 
fl oating fi berglass and metal, but the 
engineers at Forest River’s Rockwood 
division must have had a somewhat 
similar shore-bound epiphany while 
the aptly named Windjammer was in 
its planning stages. Namely, “If the 
standard marine-based V-shape works 
with boats on the water, why not with 
travel trailers on land?” It’s not a new 
concept, but it is one that does garner 
some consideration. Plus, the simple 
act of jutting out the front of the trailer 
can lead to a couple more feet of us-
able fl oor space inside.

Various Windjammer fl oorplans 
utilize that extra square footage for a 
variety of amenities including a sofa 

bed, shelf units and even some bunks. 
One of the things that drew us to the 
3008W featured here is the decision to 
transform that front area into a galley, 
a choice that seems to be one of the 
more innovative uses of space in these 
fl oorplans.

But perhaps we’re getting ahead 
of ourselves. The Windjammer is, after 
all, much more than a V-nose box on 
wheels. It’s a pretty fun — and func-
tional — family trailer as well.

The 3008W is a dual-entry trailer 
that can sleep four rather comfortably, 
and a few more with the right options 
in place or some space concessions 
made. The fi rst sleeping area can be 
accessed via the rear entry, which 
opens directly into the master bed-
room. The suitelike retreat features 
a mirrored wardrobe above a bank of 
drawers, plus a handy end table at the 
rear, while a streetside slide opens 
up the bed area and allows for the all-
too-rare walk-around bed. The com-
fortable residential Serta mattress 

article by Kristopher Bunker
WALK-THROUGH: FOREST RIVER WINDJAMMER 3008W

Forest River utilizes a familiar aerodynamic shape for the 
Rockwood Windjammer 3008W, resulting in increased 
living area and improved towing performance

upgrade is part of Convenience Pack-
age D ($2,685), which also includes 
upgrades to the oven, microwave, 
water heater and air conditioner. 
There are tiny nightstands on each 
side of the bed, and although they are 
small, they are much appreciated by 
bespectacled RVers such as myself. A 
TV is also available.

Heading toward the front of the 
trailer, next up is the bathroom. The 
area takes up the entire width of the 
trailer, so space isn’t really an issue 
… except in the garden shower. The 
stall is surprisingly cramped, given 
the workable space available, though 
the rounded shape does offer some 
needed breathing room. The lava-
tory, sink, medicine cabinet and linen 
“closet” are all on the opposite wall 
and feel more like they belong in the 
space than the shower.

Opening a solid door leads to the 
large living area. The entertainment 
center, immediately on the left street-
side, comprises the wall between the 
room and the lavatory, and the 32-inch 
TV is easily viewed from the 67-inch 
sofa bed and freestanding table and 
chair upgrade ($365) located in the 
streetside slide. I should point out that 
opting for the freestanding table will 
cost a couple of sleeping positions, so 
if you’re traveling with more than four 
(as we do), you should plan accord-
ingly. Otherwise, bring sleeping bags.

The curbside recliners can be 

The Windjammer’s marine-type V-nose shape reduces drag and wind resistance, 
but perhaps the most realized benefi t is the extra square footage.
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ON SALE NOW PLUS $39 INSTALLATION for Good Sam Club 
members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.

 ■ Fully-featured with style and storage
 ■ Customize your �nish with a variety of 

door panels to complement any décor
 ■ True eye-level controls
 ■ 2-year warranty

Watch the Dometic Refrigerators  Video

America’s #1 Choice for Innovative RV Refrigerators

Modern Styling & Great Value
Dometic Refrigerators Fit Any RV Brand On the Road

2-YEAR WARRANTY

Elite 2+2 Series Refrigerators

New Generation Series Refrigerators

3287-Dometic-RV-Refrigerators-HalfPg-Ad-MH&TL-May-2014.indd   1 2/5/14   9:09 AM

(Above right) Floor space for relaxing or entertaining truly benefi ts 
from the location of the galley in the V-nose; opting for the freestanding 
table adds to the fl oorplan’s versatility. (Right) The master bedroom 
offers a large mirrored wardrobe, a comfortable upgraded mattress 
and small nightstands sized just right for eyeglasses or the TV remote.

upgraded to Ultraleather ($1,175), a pricey option that could 
be skipped to save a few bucks, especially with little ones 
that are hard on nice furniture. They did, however, offer a 
great place to relax and read, but viewing the TV, especially 
from the left seat, required a moderate amount of stretching 
and repositioning.

The second door is likely where the majority of traffi c will 
enter. The door opens to the cool sushi-bar-type countertop off 
the galley, which the kids always fi nd interesting but adults may 
want to avoid while visitors pop in and out of the door.

As stated before, the draw for us is the use of the V-nose 
area as the galley. The fully appointed area is indeed a nice 
feature, though we found it diffi cult to inhabit the area with 
more than one cook at a time, which was a hassle until we got 
the hang of things. We’re more of a grilling-entrée group any-
how, so the optional exterior grill ($145) would be a no-brainer 
to avoid congested meal-prep time.

The galley layout doesn’t feature a pantry, but that defi -
ciency was more than made up for by the extensive number 
of cabinets. The dual-basin sink is situated so as to offer a 
great view out the front window while still retaining conve-
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QUICK INFO

Forest River, www.forestriverinc.com  Circle 154 on Reader Service Card.

Exterior Length 34’ 5”

Exterior Width 8’

Interior Height 6’ 8”  

Exterior Height 9’ 10”  

Freshwater Cap. 43 gal.

Black-water Cap. 38 gal. 

Gray-water Cap.  76 gal.

LP-gas Cap. 14 gal.

UVW 7,038 lbs.

Hitch Weight 882 lbs.

GVWR 8,550 lbs.

MSRP, base $35,993

60 X 80 
SERTA BED

Item 
#26125

Item 
#28997

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World.  
Also available at other RV retailers.

Discover a 
Better Way

Portable RV Waste Pump

•     Connects directly to RV waste outlet 
•     Discharges waste through a garden hose 
•     Ability to dump longer distances 
•     Easy clean-up and storage

Portable RV Waste Pump

CA
02

90
80

CA029080 Xylem Waste Pump half page ad_May MH_TL.indd   1 2/3/14   3:17 PM

WALK-THROUGH: FOREST RIVER WINDJAMMER 3008W

nient access to the refrigerator and 
storage shelf above.

And it’s out that front window — and 
the side windows and rear windows — 
that you’re likely to encounter inquisi-
tive campers who’d like to know more 
about the unique looking trailer. The 
fi berglass exterior with the high-gloss 
fi nish only adds to the overall look, as 
do the aluminum wheels, windows with 
tinted safety glass and power awning 
with rain dump — all part of the above-
mentioned Convenience Package D. The 
Windjammer was also outfi tted with a 
power A-frame jack ($140), four power 
stabilizer jacks ($510) and a rear ladder 
($80), all add-ons worth the extra cash.

Whether you realize any savings in 
fuel costs when towing the Windjam-
mer becomes almost irrelevant after 
spending time in camp with the trailer. 
The layout is fun, the use of space inno-
vative and the living is high-class. Plus, 
you’re sure to make some new friends 
in camp, as the 3008W defi nitely causes 
second looks from your neighbors. q
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SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.800.626.5944    |    CampingWorld.com 

Getting away from it all doesn’t mean 
tuning out your favorite TV programs.  
The Pathway® X1 Portable Satellite 
Antenna and Pay-As-You-Go 
programming bring your favorite 
programs anywhere you set up camp.

Pathway® X1 o�ers:
n Compactness and high portability at only 14.3”D x 13.5”H and 10 lbs. 
n Easy conversion to roof mount (kit sold separately)
n Automatic satellite detection 
n SD and HD programming for two TVs

With DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming*:
n  Pay only for the months you use
n No contracts
n No charge to start or stop monthly service
n  Programming for as little as $39.99 per month!

Call Camping World at 1-888-875-1540 to activate your DISH programming!

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.875.1540    |    CampingWorld.com 

* Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Limit one receiver per antenna. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in 
advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable 
Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer expires 5/4/14.CA
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 #73912  
Club SALE $74.99 

Reg. $109.99

DISH® ViP® 211z Satellite 
Television Receiver 

#74562  
Club SALE $499  

Reg. $549

Tune In Great TV Anywhere – with Today’s 
Smallest Portable Satellite Antenna!

DISH Network, Circle 152 on Reader Service Card
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s full-time RVers, my wife, Cheryl, 
and I enjoy meeting interest-
ing people and seeing unique 

rigs as we travel around the country 
in our classic 1983 Apollo Sceptre 
motorhome. Because I am a retired 
Marine, we have access to military 
bases, which we frequent to make use 
of their campgrounds. We stayed at 
the Charleston Naval Weapons Station 
so we could tour the fascinating sites 
of this historic area. As we pulled into 
our campsite, we saw the most unique 
travel trailer that we had ever seen.

Within a few hours, the proud 
owner returned home from a long day 
of military training, still dressed in his 
naval uniform. When we approached 
him about his unusual RV, he was more 
than happy to show us around and 

reveal the story behind his handmade 
Little Gypsy Trailer. This custom RV was 
designed and crafted by a father and his 
son in preparation of the son’s reporting 
for active duty in the U.S. Navy.

There is no greater gift than that of 
parents giving their sons or daughters 
to their nation to serve in the armed 
forces. That is what Paul and Paula 
Graham did on December 9, 2010, when 
their son, Rob, was sworn into a Naval 
Offi cer Commissioning program. Rob 
would be following in the footsteps of 
his grandfather and namesake, World 
War II veteran Lieutenant Robert H. 
Varland, USNR.

Paul wanted to send his son off to 
the Navy in style and even made sure 
that he always had a little piece of home 
with him. Paul is a contractor who spe-

article and photos by Dennis and Cheryl DeNoi

cializes in everything from remodeling 
room additions to transforming an old 
barn into a bed-and-breakfast. When 
he learned that his son’s journey to 
become a nuclear submarine offi cer 
would require Rob to be transferred 
from base to base for several years of 
extensive training and that he’d be living 
in various barracks and other tempo-
rary quarters, he decided to build him a 
house on wheels to provide stability and 
accommodate his housing needs.

Rob, now 25 years old, is a Lieuten-
ant Junior Grade in the Navy. He grew 
up on a farm in Glen Mills, Pennsylva-
nia, where he honed many of the skills 
and personal traits he would need to 
succeed. By designing and constructing 
Rob’s new home, the father-and-son 
team spent quality time together before 
their lives were forever changed. They 
used an old family farm trailer for the 

LITTLE
GYPSY
TRAILER
A father-and-son team built this home 
away from home as a reminder of family, 
dedication and service to their country

U.S. Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Rob Graham 
with his handmade trailer and fellow RVers 
and retired Navy men Max McDuffi e (left) and 
Charles “Doc” L. Corrigan (right).
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Instant Power Wherever You Are.
People on the go like to go in style, with efficient, reliable, portable power from a Honda EU Series Generator. Whether you’re camping, 

tailgating or RVing, you can rely on Honda power for your coffee maker, electric lights, TV, rooftop RV AC units† and just about anything 

else that’ll make you feel right at home. EU Series Generators are easy to start, produce fewer emissions and are remarkably quiet.  

And with 19 generators in our lineup to choose from, Honda has a model that’ll be the right match for your needs. Plus, they’re covered 

by our Honda 3-Year Warranty*. So next time you go on a trip, don’t forget to pack the power.

†Requires two parallel-linked EU2000i generators. *Warranty applies to all Honda GX Series Engines and GX Series-powered Honda Power Equipment, 100cc or larger, purchased or 
put into rental service since January 1, 2009. Exceptions apply. See full warranty details at honda.com. Does not apply to EU1000 models. Please read the owner’s manual before 

operating your Honda Power Equipment and never use in a closed or partly enclosed area where you could be exposed to poisonous carbon monoxide. Connection of a generator to 
house power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualified electrician. ©2014 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

gen.honda.com

facebook.com/HondaGenerators youtube.com/Honda

Honda_Instant_Watts_7.875x10.5.indd   1 1/14/14   7:19 AM

Honda Generators, Circle 123 on Reader Service Card
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project’s foundation. The dual-axle, 
16-foot fl at-bed utility trailer was the 
perfect platform and also has countless 
fond memories, many of which included 
hard work and long hours.

Their one-of-a-kind trailer would 
have to be fully self-contained and  
able to function like any profession-
ally manufactured RV in a traditional 
campground setting. It would need a 
suitable study area to accommodate the 
hours of homework and study required 
of a Navy offi cer in training, a comfort-
able bed for a good night’s sleep, an 
adequate kitchen for hearty meals and 
a full bath. Since Paul’s skills come 
from the housing industry versus the RV 
world, their Little Gypsy wagon would 
ultimately resemble a cabin more than 
a trailer.

They started out by servicing, prep-
ping and painting the old farm trailer 
and then constructed the little home’s 
foundation, which would also serve as 
a storage area and house the various 
holding tanks, plumbing and wiring. 
They framed the walls and constructed 
the curved metal roof. With six months 
into this project, the once-utility trailer 
was taking shape as a future home.  

The real work occurred on the 
inside, which is full of fi ne details. As 
impressive as the exterior was to us, 
it is the attention to detail and their 
choice to incorporate as many personal 
features and touches as possible inside 
that sets this trailer apart from manu-
factured RVs. As Rob proudly points out 

during the many tours he gives to eager 
visitors, much of the wood used on the 
walls, cabinets, trim and exposed sup-
port beams was accumulated materi-
als from his father’s past projects and 
construction jobs. The rock maple, for 
instance, came from old-growth lumber 
they had personally cut and milled from 
a former client’s land.

The interior design took into account 
that they were dealing with a confi ned 
space, so every effort was made to cre-
ate openness when building walls for 
the bathroom and closets. To increase 
the living areas, the bed was placed in 
an amidships loft area created by the 
two-tiered roofl ine. The focal point of 
the interior is the large curved bay win-
dow in the kitchen, which grabs your at-
tention the moment you step inside. The 
trailer is open and airy and has the feel 
of a warm, elegant cabin with all of the 
comfort features of a traditional home. 
Quality and attention to detail are found 
throughout. The various woods — wal-
nut, cedar, rock maple, lauan and birch 
— were all coordinated to accentuate 
every precious foot of the interior and 
elegantly refl ect the lighting.

The kitchen has a four-burner gas 
stove with an ultramodern hood, a mi-
crowave/convection oven, a stainless-
steel refrigerator and galley sink, 

(Left to right) The Little Gypsy Trailer’s galley features a refrigerator, a modern stove and a 
microwave/convection oven. Looking through this unique RV, you can see the personalized 
details in the woodwork, sleeping loft and open shower. The all-important Command Center 
study area is  complete with dual fl atscreens — one is a computer monitor and the other is a TV. 

copper-and-tile backsplash and trim, 
wood countertops, and handmade cabi-
net doors and drawers. The bathroom 
houses a full-size shower, a porcelain 
sink and toilet, and rich wood trim. To 
increase the feeling of openess, Rob 
opted not to put doors on the bathroom 
or shower.         

Rob estimates that his personal of-
fi cer quarters on wheels weighs about 
5,500 pounds and cost $8,000 in ad-
ditional materials. Taking advantage of 
Home Depot’s and Lowe’s 10 percent 
military discounts helped to reduce the 
costs. However, Rob said that it was the 
adventure of building a dream alongside 
his father that was priceless. All Rob 
has to do is step inside, and he is sur-
rounded by reminders of home and fond 
memories of the trailer’s construction.

Cheryl and I had the opportunity to 
cook dinner for Rob and get to know 
him personally. He told us of the many 
military veterans who have helped and 
supported him on his journey to com-
mand his own nuclear submarine some-
day and how grateful he is to have this 
opportunity that his Little Gypsy Trailer 
created. We hope this story of family and 
service to our country inspires you to 
take the time to get to know your many 
wonderful temporary neighbors as you 
travel about our great nation. q

LITTLE GYPSY TRAILER
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Progressive Insurance, Circle 140 on Reader Service Card
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Replacing a Ram Cummins exhaust 

manifold to repair eroded freeze plugs 

can lead to other problems; BD Diesel 

Performance has a solution

Most of the trucks commonly used for 
towing fifth-wheels and travel trailers 
come from Chrysler, GM and Ford, and 

one of the most sought-after platforms is still 
the 2003 to 2007 5.9-liter Cummins common 
rail fuel-injected turbo diesel-equipped Ram. 
Of course, like all trucks used for towing ap-
plications, there are some inherent problems 
that pop up over time, leaving potential weak 
spots calling for future repairs.

One particular weak area for the 2005 
Ram 2500 is the erosion of cylinder head 
freeze plugs, most likely due to deposits left 

article and photos by Kevin Livingston

behind from water containing high levels of 
minerals. To easily access all of the freeze 
plugs, the exhaust manifold must be removed. 
Doing this on a 5.9-liter Cummins typically 
results in the factory exhaust manifold 
springing and cracking, a consequence of 
numerous heat cycles leading to severe 
warping. Luckily for owners of this series of 
Ram trucks — as well as all popular diesels 
— aftermarket supplier BD Diesel Perfor-
mance has a selection of upgrade parts 
ranging from engine supplements for towing 
to full-blown race applications.  

BD exhaust manifolds 
(bottom image) are made 
of high-grade metal and 
utilize expansion joints 
and heavy webbing to 
prevent the cracking 
that’s prevalent with stock 
manifolds (top image).
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(1) Over time, cylinder head freeze plugs erode because of deposits from minerals in 
the water and antifreeze mix. Replacing them requires removal of the exhaust manifold. 
(2) The air box is removed to gain access to the exhaust manifold. From this point, the 
manifold bolts are fairly easy to reach.

For this project, BD’s replacement 
exhaust manifold is just what the 
mechanic ordered.

 To fix the above-mentioned 
truck, BD’s ductile cast-iron stock-
replacement exhaust manifold was 
installed in place of the original part. 
Aside from using high-grade metal, 
BD’s manifolds incorporate expansion 
joints and heavy webbing to prevent 
the cracking typically associated with 
the factory counterpart. The exhaust 
runners are designed to maintain 
velocity to drive the turbine wheel. 
There are also small performance 
gains to be realized by matching the 
runner size to the exhaust ports on 
the head. This is important because 
if runner size exceeds the size of the 
exhaust ports on the head, velocity 
to drive the turbo is lost. According 
to BD, if velocity is lost due to the 
expansion and temperature changes 
in the exhaust manifold, turbocharger 
response is affected. BD’s manifolds 
also come prepped with two 1/8-inch 

NPT ports and plugs, ready to accept 
all major exhaust gas temperature 
(EGT) probes. A stainless-steel exhaust 
manifold is also available from BD, 
and it’s made to maintain even higher 
velocity and temperature.

Before deciding to tackle the instal-
lation of a new exhaust manifold, there 

are a few things to consider. The shop 
or driveway space, associated tools 
and whether or not a lift is available 
all make a big difference in how to 
approach the removal and installation. 
We had access to a lift, so there were a 
few steps in the instructions that were 
skipped or done a little differently, such 

(3) The sensor is removed from the 
exhaust manifold before starting 
the process. (4) The coolant support 
bracket is measured 1½ inches from the 
manifold and marked. (5) The bracket 
is cut at this point; this will carve an 
hour off the installation time. (6) The 
bolts and spacers from the manifold are 
removed and saved for later use.

1 2

3 4

5 6
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as not needing to remove the turbo or 
the attached oil lines. If you don’t have 
the option of using a lift, it’s no big 
deal, but you’ll need to follow BD's in-
structions closely; they're quite good.

The first step is to remove the air 
box to gain access to other engine 
parts; it’s just easier that way. The 
directions call for disconnecting the 
compressor outlet boot and the V-band 
clamp that connects the turbo elbow 
casting to the exhaust downpipe. If it’s 
easy to reach the turbo flange bolts 
from the bottom of the truck, then 
removing the V-band clamp, turbo oil 

Simply Exhausting

1
STEP

2
STEP

(7) The turbo is disconnected from the 
exhaust manifold; access to the other 
side of the flange was from underneath 
the vehicle, which saved time. (8) The 
exhaust manifold is cleared from the 
cylinder head so the freeze plugs (9) can 
be serviced.
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lines, compressor boot or the turbo 
isn’t necessary; otherwise the manifold 
and turbo will have to be taken out as 
an assembly. At this point we were able 
to leave the aforementioned turbo fully 
connected to all piping and oil lines.

From here, begin measuring about 
1½ inches toward the manifold from 

(10) Sealant is spread on the new freeze plug before installing in the cylinder head.

(11) An old ratchet socket is used to pound the new freeze plug into position, creating 
a pressed fit.

the coolant tube and mark a line on its 
support bracket. Later in the install, 
the bracket will be cut at that point, 
utilizing a cutoff wheel. Doing this will 
save about an hour’s worth of instal-
lation time and eliminate the need to 
drain the coolant. Next, the OEM heat 
shield, bolts and spacers can be taken 
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off. Make sure to keep the bolts and spacers close by since 
they’ll be needed for the new manifold. At this point take 
the time to clean all soot and carbon buildup on the gasket 
surfaces; Scotch-Brite pads work best. 

The next step — working in the truck or on the bench 
— involves the removal and discarding of the factory studs 
from the OEM manifold, which will be replaced with the 

(12) New freeze plugs are in the cylinder head, which is ready for cleanup. (13) Scotch-Brite pads are used to remove all the soot and 
carbon buildup on the head gasket surfaces. (14) The new turbo gasket is placed on the flange; replacement studs (part of the kit) are 
inserted in the turbo flange.

Because Planning Your Trip
          

A Better RV Experience Begins with a Good Night’s Sleep

RV
B Y  D E N V E R
M A T T R E S Scollection

Denver Mattresses are designed to offer
comfort, support and value.

Customize comfort and protect your
investment with a premium mattress pad.

Select the proper sheets to
ensure a stay-put fit.

Don’t forget the pillows! A pillow
provides 30% of your spinal alignment.

2

1

4

3

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club
members at Camping World.
Also available at other RV retailers.

Because Planning Your Trip
Requires More          

A Better RV Experience Begins with a Good Night’s Sleep

Requires More
THAN A MAP

supplied studs (different length). Now is also the time to 
place a new turbo gasket in between the two flanges.

Reassembly basically just reverses the removal proce-
dure. After getting the new BD manifold in place using a 
few of the original bolts and spacers to hold it in position, 
a new gasket (included with the kit) is placed between the 
cylinder head and manifold at each port. When it’s time to 

Simply Exhausting

12 13 14
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(15) A few original bolts and spacers are used to hold the new exhaust manifold in place for bolting to the cylinder head. The manifold 
bolts must be torqued to 35 ft-lbs, and the V-band clamp, oil lines and turbo piping reinstalled if they were removed for the installation. 
(16) A new gasket is placed between the cylinder head and exhaust manifold at each port. (17) A hole is drilled through the OEM coolant 
pipe tab so the brackets can be secured. 

19
9
5

All-new designer  
interiors. Renowned  

Lance quality and  
ultra-light weight  

construction.

Discover the  
Lance difference.

L A N C E C A M P E R . C O M

Rain Forest décor.

DISCOVER  America  |  Family  |  Your Road

start the bolts for cylinder No. 5, it’s important to switch out 
the lower bolt with the supplied stainless-steel counterpart. 
This is necessary to reattach the coolant tube using the new 
bolt-on-style bracket. Once all the remaining manifold bolts 
have been properly torqued (35 ft-lbs), the V-band clamp, 
oil lines and turbo piping can be put back to their original 

position with the OEM hardware, if removed. All that’s really 
left at this point is air-box reassembly, if it was removed, 
and to reinstall any EGT sensors and plugs.

There’s a big difference between the stock exhaust 
manifold and the BD version, including the comfort of 
knowing that future teardowns won’t render a critical 
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ON SALE NOW PLUS $39 INSTALLATION for Good Sam Club 
members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.

 ■ Residential style toilet for just-like-home comfort

 ■ Tall, ergonomic seat height – 18 in. with a full-size adult seat

 ■ Perfect �t for any RV toilet replacement – installs in minutes

 ■ Extremely low-�ush technology uses as little as 1 pint  
(0.5 liters) of water per �ush

 ■ Bone or white colors with or without convenient hand-spray

 ■ 2-year warranty

Watch the Dometic RV Toilets Video

America’s #1 Choice for Innovative RV Toilets

Premium Home-Like Comfort
Replaces Any RV Toilet In Minutes

LESS WATER USAGE

320 Series 
Toilet

300 Series 
Toilet

310 Series 
Toilet

3287-Dometic-RV-Toilets-HalfPg-Ad-MH&TL-May-2014.indd   1 2/5/14   9:25 AM

(18) The coolant tube is reattached using the new 
bolt-on-style bracket. (19) Before reinstalling the 
air-box assembly, any EGT sensors and plugs that 
were removed are put back in place.

component useless. The U.S. price (BD is a 
Canadian company) for the iron exhaust manifold 
is $522.50. Figure on about four hours to complete 
the installation.

If for any reason it’s deemed necessary to 
remove and replace your diesel engine’s exhaust 
manifold, it makes no sense to replace the part 
with what BD claims is an inferior component 
from the factory. A one-stop shop for all that is 
diesel, BD offers a comprehensive inventory of 
popular tow vehicle parts for Ram, Ford and GM 
trucks, many providing performance gains. It 
even offers steering and suspension products. BD 
also has extensive knowledge and backs up its 
products with top-notch technical assistance. q

For more information:
BD Diesel Performance
888-841-8884, www.dieselperformance.com

Simply Exhausting 18

19

TL1405 BD Diesel.indd   3/11/14   4:37 PM   - 78 -    (Cyan)TL1405 BD Diesel.indd   3/11/14   4:37 PM   - 78 -    (Magenta)TL1405 BD Diesel.indd   3/11/14   4:37 PM   - 78 -    (Yellow)TL1405 BD Diesel.indd   3/11/14   4:37 PM   - 78 -    (BlacK)



New full line of  
RV MOUNTABLE GRILLS

High-grade stainless steel  •  Stay-cool handle  •  Minimizes grease fires
Ready to use out of the box  •  Removable grease tray  

Electric, Gas and Hybrid models available

CAMPGROUND APPROVED

PORTABLE
PROPANE

CAMPFIRES

New full line of 

Includes:

RV Grill Mount
(Mounts grill to existing 

RV mounting rail.)

Little Red Campfire

Bring your  
campfire with you!

Big Red Campfire

Portable Propane 
Campfire

HYBRID BBQ GRILL
ELECTRICGAS

5500 GAS BBQ GRILL
GAS

3500-C ELECTRIC BBQ GRILL
ELECTRIC

*Includes RV Grill Mount

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members at Camping World.  
Also available at other RV retailers.

5500 GAS BBQ GRILL
GAS

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members at Camping World.  
Also available at other RV retailers.
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Keep It Clean
One evening when we were huddled around a campfi re with a group of 

seasoned RVers, we laughed in surprise when they joked that you aren’t 
really a true RVer until you have a black-tank story to tell. Although we do 

have ours (I won’t tell it here!), I think that anyone who hands over hard-earned 
cash to buy even the smallest trailer has happily joined the ranks of “real” RVers 
and will enjoy all the thrills that RVing offers. However, as soon as you own a unit 
with a sink, you do have to be concerned about holding tanks.

article by Emily Fagan photos by Mark and Emily Fagan

Waste-Water Tanks
The black and gray holding tanks need 
a little TLC. For starters, these tanks 
are emptied differently depending on 
whether you are at an RV park or a 
designated RV dump station. If you are 
using sewer hookups for your RV while 
camping, keep the gray-tank valve open 
all the time so it can drain as needed, 
but keep the black-tank valve closed. 
While most people do it this way, 
some will argue that keeping the gray 
valve closed until the tank is almost 
full allows for better evacuation. This 
debate will probably go on forever.

When the black tank is full, open 
the valve to empty the tank, and then 
close it again. This technique ensures 

 Sewer hose is attached to 
the trailer at an RV dump 
station in preparation for 

emptying the tanks.

that there is always plenty of liquid in 
the black tank so the solids don’t build 
up and aggravate the risk of clogging. 
Never leave the black-tank valve open 
while hooked up.

If you’re dry camping and don’t have 
sewer hookups, you will need to dump 
the tanks at an RV dump station after 
you leave. RV dumps can be found at 
National Forest campgrounds, state 
and regional campgrounds, National 
Park campgrounds, rest areas on the 
interstates and at many truck stops 
and gas stations. You can check out site 
locations at www.sanidumps.com.

The words “holding tank” make it 
sound like these tanks are big cube-
shaped boxes. However, many are wide, 

Sanitation system 
maintenance and 
etiquette take the 
frustration out of 

this necessary evil 

(Above from left) Typical installation of holding tanks in the chassis of a fi fth-wheel trailer. How’s this for a scenic dump station? This one 
at Deer Creek State Park in Utah has the prettiest view we’ve seen!
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#56521

MEET THE CHAMPS

POWER 
PUNCH!
POWER 
PUNCH!

Champion 4000/3500 Watt Generator, 49 State #67293 
• 20-amp/120-volt duplex, 30-amp/120-volt twistlock, 
 30-amp/120-volt RV receptacles 
• 4000 starting watts, 3500 rated watts  
• Single cylinder four-stroke 196 cc air cooled engine 
• Runs 12 hours at 50% load on 4-gallon tank of gas 
• 68 dB noise level  
• Recoil start 
• Weight 108 lbs.
Champion 4000/3500 Watt Generator, CARB 
Compliant Model #54136
Champion 4000/3500 Watt Generator Cover #58187

Champion 2000 Watt Inverter Generator #70828 
• 2000 starting watts, 1700 rated watts 
• Two 5-20R 120-volt/20-amp AC outlets 
• 3.5 HP 80cc OHV 4-stroke, single cylinder, air-cooled engine 
• Low oil shut-off 
• Overload protection 
• 1 gallon fuel tank 
• Easy pull recoil start 
• Sound level 53 dBA from 23' 
• Weight 48 lbs.
Champion 2000 Watt Inverter Parallel Kit #56521  
Connect two 2000 watt inverter models.
Champion 2000 Watt Inverter Cover #70825

Champion 9500/7500 Watt Generator, CARB 
Compliant Model #56918 
• 9500 starting watts, 7500 rated watts 
• Electric and recoil start 
• Fuel capacity 5.9 gallon 
• 10" never flat wheels 
• QuickDrain™ oil draining system 
• 8 running hours at 50% load 
• 74 dBA at 23 ft.
Champion 9500/7500 Watt Cover #58186

• Engine oil included

Champion 3100 Watt Inverter Generator #70829 
• 3100 starting watts, 2800 rated watts 
• 5.5 HP 171cc OHV 4-stroke, single cylinder, air-cooled engine 
• Low oil shut-off 
• Push-to-reset circuit breakers 
• 1.6 gallon fuel tank 

• Easy pull recoil start 
• Sound level 58 dBA from 23' 
• Weight 84 lbs.

•Champion 3100 Watt Inverter Cover #70826

Champion 4000/3500 Watt Generator #57595 
• 4000 starting watts, 3500 rated watts 
• RV Ready - TT-30R outlet 
• IntelliGAUGE™ 3-function display shows volts,   
 frequency (Hz) and operating hours 
• Up to 12 hour run time at 50% load 
• Sound level 68 dBA from 23’ 
• Wireless remote, electric and recoil start 
• Low oil shut-off 
• 8" never flat wheels 
• Fuel capacity 3.8 gallon

Wireless 
Remote

 . ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World  
Also available at other RV retailers.CA
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fl at and not very tall. Each tank may 
span the width of the trailer and sit 
between two joists under the fl ooring. 
This shape has several implications. 
If the trailer is off level away from the 
RV dump station, as is often the case, 
it will be diffi cult for the tank to drain. 
Putting a few leveling boards under the 
trailer tires on the passenger side to tip 
the trailer toward the RV dump station 
helps a lot.

Also, most trailer toilets are gravity 
driven, meaning that the solids drop 
straight down to the bottom of the 
tank under the toilet. It doesn’t take 
long for these solids to build up in a 
pyramid under the toilet, a problem that 
manifests itself when using too little 
water during fl ushing. The potential 
blockage can be sticky and diffi cult to 
dislodge, leading to problems when 
fl ushing the toilet and dumping the 
tank. Always use a good holding tank 
treatment, which will break down solid 
material and toilet tissue, facilitating the 
dumping process.  

What Can Go into a
Wastewater Tank?
What comes out of the waste tanks 
depends entirely on what goes into 
them, and this applies to more than 
just the holding-tank chemicals. The 
gray tank is largely just soapy water 
from the shower, bathroom and kitchen 
sinks, but it is easy to forget that the 

kitchen sink can also be the source of a 
lot of other gooey food-service related 
stuff. At home, it’s easy to run the water 
a little longer and scrape old food 
remnants into the disposal or down 
the drain. In an RV, it’s best to wipe 
the dishes and pots and pans before 
washing in the sink. I know this means 
using paper towels or a used dinner 

Keep It Clean

(Above from left) Always wear rubber gloves when handling dump hoses and emptying 
holding tanks. Periodically clean and lubricate the holding-tank valve handles and cables to 
keep them operating smoothly.

YOUR MUST-HAVE RV TRAVEL 
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napkin, which is not so green, but those little broccoli bits 
soon become a smelly sludge in the gray tank. Also, refrain 
from pouring oil from foods down the drain. We put an RV 
specifi c cleaner/conditioner in our RV’s gray tank every other 
time we dump and have never had an odor problem.

Obviously, feminine products can’t go into an RV black 
tank, but toilet paper is another consideration. It’s best to use 
single-ply paper for easy breakdown in an RV holding tank, 
and specialty toilet paper sold in RV supply stores is designed 

(Above) A clear plastic elbow is attached to the pipe on the trailer to 
which a sewer hose can be connected so the user can see what is being 
fl ushed. (Right) The sewer hose runs from the RV to the dump-station.
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QUIET OPERATION  
WITH 3-STAGE BATTERY CHARGING

Clean, Reliable DC power for 
RV Electronics & Appliances
WFCO CONVERTER/CHARGERS

• Quiet operation cooling fan runs only when needed
•  Designed to prevent interference with televisions, 

radios or other signals
•  Automatic three-stage battery charging maintains 

battery life with three nominal voltage output 
modes: 13.2 volt “float” mode, 13.6 volt “absorption” 
mode, and a 14.4 volt “bulk” charge mode

•  Automatically shuts down power during overload or 
short circuit conditions. Mfr. 2 year limited warranty.

C
A
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72ON SALE NOW PLUS $39 INSTALLATION at Camping World 
for Good Sam Club Members. Also available at other RV retailers.
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to break down easily. If the tank does 
get a clog, the age-old remedy is to put 
a bag of ice cubes down the toilet and 
drive around to jiggle the clog loose. An 
easier alternative is to fi ll the tank with 
water, add a quart of an enzyme/bacte-
ria-based holding tank product and let it 
stand for 24 hours before dumping.  

RV Dump Station
Procedures
Dumping the holding tanks is not a 
diffi cult procedure, but it is worthwhile 
to follow a few simple guidelines. 
First, wear rubber gloves whenever 
handling sewer hoses and dumping 
holding tanks. We keep a large box of 
disposable rubber gloves on hand for 
this purpose.

We attach a clear plastic elbow to 
the sewer hose so we can observe the 
contents being fl ushed. If you have a 
black-tank freshwater fl ush system, 
keep it running the whole time it’s 
being emptied to fl ush the sides and 
fl oor of the tank as much as possible. 

Keep It Clean

(Above left and right) To ensure that all solids directly below the toilet are dislodged, pour 
some fast-running water directly into the black tank via the toilet. Run a hose through a 
nearby window or pour two buckets of water down the toilet, holding the fl ush valve open
as you pour.

ON SALE NOW PLUS $39 INSTALLATION for Good Sam Club 
members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.

Watch the Brisk II Videos

America’s #1 Choice for Innovative RV Air Conditioning

Smallest 13.5K BTU RV A/C Unit
The Brisk II Is 19% Lighter With 15% More Air Flow

MAXIMUM

PERFORMANCE

EPP foam housing reduces weight 
and increases cooling performance

Tighter tolerances for improved �t and �nish 
between shroud and evaporator cover

Press �t evaporator cover eliminates 
fasteners for improved service access

Custom composite Korad shroud is 
laminated to provide UV protection

3-in. deep-drawn G 90 carbon steel drain pan 
with powder-coated �nish for durability

Larger air openings for improved 
air �ow and cooling performance

Enclosed wrap-around back 
adds strength and rigidity

Rounded edges 
increase air �ow

High-performance 
motor and fan

Fan motor sound dampening brackets 
reduce noise and vibration
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QUIET OPERATION  
WITH 3-STAGE BATTERY CHARGING

Clean, Reliable DC power for 
RV Electronics & Appliances
WFCO CONVERTER/CHARGERS

• Quiet operation cooling fan runs only when needed
•  Designed to prevent interference with televisions, 

radios or other signals
•  Automatic three-stage battery charging maintains 

battery life with three nominal voltage output 
modes: 13.2 volt “float” mode, 13.6 volt “absorption” 
mode, and a 14.4 volt “bulk” charge mode

•  Automatically shuts down power during overload or 
short circuit conditions. Mfr. 2 year limited warranty.
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72ON SALE NOW PLUS $39 INSTALLATION at Camping World 
for Good Sam Club Members. Also available at other RV retailers.
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Flush systems aren’t perfect, however, and after draining the 
black tank, there may still be solids stuck to the bottom of 
the tank, especially below the toilet. Nevertheless, consider 
installing a black-tank fl ush system if your rig doesn’t have 
one of these devices. 

There are two methods to dislodge these solids, if the 
fl ush system fails to completely evacuate the contents in 
the tank. One is to bring a water hose through the bathroom 
window and run water down the toilet (holding the valve open) 
directly into the black tank. The other is to dump a bucket of 
water down the toilet. We fi nd it takes two 4-gallon buckets 
of water before we no longer see any black-tank remnants 
draining out of the tank. Once the black tank is empty, close 
the valve and pour holding tank chemical into the toilet along 
with a gallon or two of water.

Open the gray-tank valve next (make sure the black valve 
is closed). The soapy water from the gray tank washes out the 
inside of the sewer hose. Once the gray tank is empty, rinse 
the sewer hose and fi ttings with freshwater before putting it 
away. If you’re doing this at a campsite, spray the freshwater 
spigot with a mixture of bleach and water after you’re done 
to kill any potential germs left by the dumping process. Just 
in case the RVer before you didn’t extend the same courtesy, 
make it a habit to spray the faucet before hooking up a 
freshwater hose to connect to the RV. And always clean up 
any spills, in a campsite or at the dump station.

As a courtesy to the next person, hose down the 
RV dump station area when you are fi nished.

ON SALE NOW PLUS $39 INSTALLATION for Good Sam Club 
members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.

Watch the Brisk II Videos

America’s #1 Choice for Innovative RV Air Conditioning

Smallest 13.5K BTU RV A/C Unit
The Brisk II Is 19% Lighter With 15% More Air Flow

MAXIMUM

PERFORMANCE

EPP foam housing reduces weight 
and increases cooling performance

Tighter tolerances for improved �t and �nish 
between shroud and evaporator cover

Press �t evaporator cover eliminates 
fasteners for improved service access

Custom composite Korad shroud is 
laminated to provide UV protection

3-in. deep-drawn G 90 carbon steel drain pan 
with powder-coated �nish for durability

Larger air openings for improved 
air �ow and cooling performance

Enclosed wrap-around back 
adds strength and rigidity

Rounded edges 
increase air �ow

High-performance 
motor and fan

Fan motor sound dampening brackets 
reduce noise and vibration
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AWNING FABRICS

AWNING ACCESSORIES

SLIDE-OUT FABRICS

SUN-SHADES

AWNING MISTING

AWNING LED LIGHTS

QUALITY RV AWNING 
FABRICS & ACCESSORIES 
AT UNBEATABLE PRICES!

(574) 584-3451
www.RVAwningsMart.com

Other Maintenance
Procedures 
Every few months, exercise the dump 
valves to keep them working smoothly. 
For the black-tank valve, pour condi-
tioner (available at RV supply stores) 
down the toilet. As this water drains 
out, open and close the tank valve a few 
times to clean it. The proper chemicals 
have a valve- and seal-lubricating 
component, which ensures greater 
longevity. The same can be done on the 
gray-tank valve using the soapy water 
that is being drained when emptying 
the gray tank. After the tanks are 
empty, pull one handle at a time and 
lubricate the rod in the valve body with 
a pure silicone spray product. If the 
dump-tank handles are attached to 
cables, periodically lubricate the cables 
with silicone spray to keep the cables 
sliding smoothly inside the housing.  

If a dump valve needs to be replaced 
(they can develop cracks if they 
become sticky and have to be forced 
open and closed), drain and fl ush the 
tank well and remove the faulty valve 
by unscrewing the bolts that hold it 
in place. Purchase a new valve at an 
RV supply store, lubricate it well with 
a plumbing silicone grease and bolt 
it back in place. This is one of those 
projects that sounds easy but can 
become challenging if the trailer design 
doesn’t allow easy access to the valve. 

Up on the roof, check the plumbing 
vents every few months. These usually 
have a mushroom-style cover. Just 
make sure they are clear of debris and 

(Above) Use a coat hanger or other thin 
metal object to clean the inside groove of the 
toilet valve seal.

Keep It Clean
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that no birds or bugs have set up house-
keeping inside.

Periodically check the fi ttings in 
the sewer pipes below the sink and 
shower drains. These can wiggle loose 
while underway, so make sure they are 
tight. If any plumbing pipes develop a 
crack and begin to leak, JB Weld is a 
great two-part mix product (similar to a 
two-part epoxy but with a seal fi ller and 
a hardener) to fi x the crack. We repaired 
a leaky weld on a hot-water tank with 
JB Weld and the repair has worked 
fl awlessly for years.

If the crack is so big that is not 
repairable, you can cut the bad section 
out of the pipe and replace it with a 
rubber boot, available at home-supply 
stores. Use a hose clamp to secure the 
rubber boot to the pipe. 

In the bathroom, lube the toilet-
fl ush valve by turning off the water 
pump (or closing the city water faucet) 
and spraying the dome in the bottom 
of the toilet with pure silicone spray. 
With the toilet-fl ush lever depressed 
(to hold the fl ush valve open), spray the 
lubricant on the sides of the valve and 
in the groove where the valve seals to 
the toilet bowl. Then open and close the 
valve a few times to ensure the silicone 
reaches all the nooks and crannies. 

Sometimes the groove that the 
toilet seal fi ts into develops a buildup of 
mineral deposits (in areas where there 
is hard water) or becomes clogged with 
paper and other solids that get lodged 
inside. Use a coat hanger or other thin 
metal object (fi le off any rough edges) to 
clean out the groove and then lubricate 

it with plumber’s silicone grease. If the 
toilet is not holding water after fl ushing, 
the seal will likely need to be replaced, 
if cleaning doesn’t fi x the problem.  

Tank monitors are notorious for 
being inaccurate. Older monitors have 
sensors installed inside the tank, and 
more accurate models have sensors 
attached to the outside of the tank. 
Typi cally the sensors in the tank fail 
when there is a buildup of deposits on 
the tank’s inside; outside sensors may 
also be affected by any buildup, though 
it’s not as common. The best prevention 
is to keep the walls of the tank clean by 
using an aforementioned freshwater 
fl ush system (on the black tank) and/or 
holding-tank cleaning product. 

Lastly, if the kitchen or lavatory 
sink develops an unpleasant smell, 
the P-trap under the sink might be 
partially blocked or contaminated with 
black slimy gunk. These plumbing 
components can be unscrewed, 
inspected and cleaned using an old 
toothbrush (tape it to something to 
make it longer) and spray disinfec-
tant. The shower drain might be more 
diffi cult to access — try using a Zip-It 
drain-cleaning tool, available at most 
hardware stores. This handy tool can 
also be used to clean sink drains. 

Hopefully, by following these tips 
and having consideration for your 
neighbor (for example, refrain from 
dumping while the people next door 
are enjoying an outside dinner), the 
experience of dealing with sanitation 
systems will keep the holding tank 
stories at bay. q

(Above from left) An old toothbrush is a great tool for scrubbing the vanity sink stopper. 
Tape an old toothbrush to a long stick (we use a tent stake) to scrub deep down inside the 
vanity sink drain.
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Cool Places

article by Steve Statham

Given the two-fi sted cruelty of this past winter in many parts of North  
America, it’s hard to imagine we might ever need to struggle with “staying 
cool” again. But summer — especially summer spent in an RV — can quickly 

remind us that cold air may not be such a bad thing after all.
Fortunately, there are a number of strategies and products you can employ to 

keep the sun at bay. For organizational purposes, we’ll divide these into two major 
categories: passive methods, which largely include products that defl ect heat 
without imposing an energy burden (think window shades and tints) and active 
methods, like fans and air-conditioning units. Find the right balance between the 
two, and it will be possible to reach, at the very least, a truce with even the hottest 
summer days.

SunBlocker and SideBlocker Screens 
Carefree’s SunBlocker and SideBlocker 
screens are weather-resistant, come in your 
choice of colors and fi t into the slots of most 
awning roller bars.
SunBlocker MSRP $138.99
SideBlocker MSRP $116.99

Whether you take the party inside or out, here are 
a few tips and products designed to keep you 
cooler when the summer sun is at its hottest
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Shady Dealings
At the most basic level, some of the 
most effective tactics you can employ 
for staying cool require no hardware or 
cash expenditures. For example, when 
planning an RV trip and contacting RV 
parks and campsites along your route, 
ask if a shaded or partially shaded spot 
is available and try to keep the refrig-
erator side of your rig out of the sun if 
possible. Waterfront spots, either along 
a river, lake or the ocean, also provide 
their own natural cooling benefi ts. 

When the sun is beating down on 
your rig, you may need to sacrifi ce your 
view of the outside world in order to 
enjoy cooler comforts, particularly if 
your RV’s air-conditioning system is un-
derpowered for the size of your trailer. 
If your trailer doesn’t already have 
blackout shades, companies like MCD 
offer them in a variety of sizes to fi t 
virtually any RV window. They are pretty 
effective at keeping out light and heat, 
plus the darkness they provide will help 
you sleep better at night. 

Every RV has roof vents — and when 
it’s warm outside, most of us like to 
keep them open. But when it’s really 
hot, these vents create a point of entry 
for the sun’s rays — so covering them 
with vent cushions, or even Styrofoam 
or folded towels, can help the air-con-
ditioning system work more effectively. 
Small and inexpensive solar vent covers 
can also be installed to defl ect heat.

It’s not hard to fi nd businesses that 
will install permanent window tints, 
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This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Plan Description carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.  GTA29656 - 0114

CALL OR CLICK TO JOIN – Plans starting at just $79.99 Reg. $99.99

877-475-8551

EMERGENCY MEDICAL & TRAVEL ASSISTANCE – ANYWHERE IN THE US OR ABROAD

GoodSamTravelAssist.com

We’ll get you and your RV

TravelAssist Features Include:
•  Transportation Home After Stabilization 
•  Emergency Medical Evacuation
•  Travel Companion Benefits

•  RV/Vehicle Return Service
•  Prescription Replacement Assistance
•  Pet Return Assistance
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and these will go a long way toward 
cutting interior temps. But there are 
times you may prefer a clearer view or 
even want that extra warmth through 
the glass. To have it both ways, you can 
install portable tints that can be quickly 
cut to fi t. KwikShade makes just such 
a portable tint that is sold in bulk rolls 
or by the yard. It adheres to the glass 
by static electricity and can be put on, 
taken down, reused or even washed.

Once you’ve sunproofed the 
interior, you’ll want to extend the 
shade to the outside of the RV. Most 

RVs already have patio awnings, but 
these can be enhanced with side-
screens that encase the patio area 
in shade. Carefree of Colorado and 
Dometic make screens that can be 
used on the front or sides of an awning, 
allowing cross breezes through while 
blocking the sun’s rays.  

Mister for Awning
The MistyMate Cool Camper 6 portable 
misting system comes with 10 feet of lead 
line and 6 feet of mist line, and is easy to 
attach to popular awnings. 
MSRP $69.99 

Solar Vent Cover
Sometimes even simple solutions like this 16-
by-16-inch Solar Vent Cover from Camping 
World can make a difference in defl ecting 
the sun’s rays.
MSRP $8.99 

Under-Cabinet Fan
The Vornado Under Cabinet Circulator 
fan is a compact solution to circulating 
air in an RV. It swivels 360 degrees and 
folds up out of the way when not in use.
MSRP $49.99 

Portable Mister
The Soleus Air HumidiBreeze portable 
misting system can be placed anywhere you 
need it for cool comfort. 
MSRP $254.99 

mist line. It uses clip-on attachments 
to secure the line to the awning. The 
system requires no electrical power; 
it’s pressurized using a pump handle on 
the tank.

You can also fi nd misting systems 
that are designed for a more permanent 
installation. The Mist-er-Comfort RV 
misting system works using a city 
water hookup or by tapping into an 
RV’s water-fi ltration system, exterior 
shower or washer/dryer water supply. 
The company’s kit comes with three 
misting heads, but more can be ordered 
individually for larger applications. Use 
fi ltered or soft water only.

Play Misty for Me
Blocking sunlight is the fi rst step, 
but sometimes you need to be more 
proactive if you want to stay cool on 
sultry days. Misters, once an exotic 
luxury, are now available in a variety of 
portable and affordable confi gurations. 
Soleus Air’s HumidiBreeze misting fan 
is a portable mister than can be placed 
anywhere you have access to a 120-volt 
AC outlet. This compact mister holds 
a gallon of water, and the company 
says it can lower temperatures up to 20 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

Extend the mist over larger outdoor 
areas with a misting system designed 
for use with awnings and canopies. 
MistyMate’s Cool Camper 6 mister 
includes a portable two-gallon tank 
plus 10 feet of lead line and 6 feet of 

Air Time
Perhaps the most time-honored 
method of keeping cool is to 
circulate the air around you. There 
are easy and inexpensive methods 
for doing this, starting with rounding 
up the old box fans cluttering your 
garage and strategically placing 
them around the RV.

But the motorhome and trailer 
markets are served by a variety of 
manufacturers that offer special-
ized fans designed to work specifi -
cally within the tight confi nes of a 
recreational vehicle. 

One such product is the 
Vornado V103 Under Cabinet 
Circulator fan. This compact fan 
pivots 360 degrees and folds up out 

Cool Places
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Stored positionExtend-A-Shower in use
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of the way for storage. It comes with a 
two-speed control, and Vornado says 
the V103 fan will push air 25 feet.

Another solution is to install a fan 
in a ceiling vent. Fan-Tastic Vent makes 
ceiling vent fans with thermostat 
control, which will shut the fan off or 
turn it on once the specifi ed tempera-
ture is reached. These three-speed, 
12-volt DC fans fi t standard 14-by-14-
inch openings and have a reversible 
airfl ow switch. The top model even 
comes with a remote and offers 14 
speeds.

It’s also useful to focus on cooling 
specifi c areas of your RV. A common 
irritation in many RVs is the refrigera-
tor that struggles to keep food and 
drink suffi ciently cold. An evaporator 
fi ns fan mounted in the refrigerator 
is an inexpensive fi x that will keep 
temperatures much colder and more 
evenly distributed. RV Cooling Unit 
Warehouse sells new and remanufac-
tured cooling units for refrigerators 
and offers evaporator fans that can 

be easily installed to boost refrigera-
tor performance. The evaporator fans 
improve cooling to the point that the 
refrigerator’s thermostat does not have 
to be set to the coldest settings. 

Then, of course, there’s the big 
gun when it comes to cooling — air 
conditioning. Most modern RVs are 
fi tted with a roof air conditioner from 
the factory. People don’t usually go to 
the trouble of piloting an RV around the 
great outdoors just to sit around in air 
conditioning all day, but there are times 
when nothing else will do.

If you already have an RV with air 
conditioning, make sure that the fi lter 
stays clean, since this can affect the 
unit’s performance. You may also want 
to examine some of the newer roof 
air-conditioner offerings, as many of 
them are more energy effi cient and 
quieter than older models. If you’re 
installing an air conditioner in an 
older trailer, there are several roof-
mounted variations available from 
Coleman, Dometic, Gree and others. 
These generally run in the $600 to $800 
range, although it’s not hard to spend 

Ceiling Fan
The Deluxe Fan-Tastic 
Vent ceiling vent fan with 
thermostat fi ts in standard 
14-by-14-inch openings. 
Reversible operation allows 
drawing outside air in or 
pushing stale air out. 
MSRP $229.99 
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SAVE ON  
COLEMAN® GEAR!

Road Trip LXE 
Grill Accessories
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Road Trip 13" x 13" Griddle   
Road Trip 261⁄2" x 13"  
Big Griddle 

Road Trip 
Duffel Bag  

Fold N Go 
2-Burner Stove 

Duffel Bag  

Fold N Go

Road Trip 
LXE Grill

Road Trip 
Duffel Bag  

Instant Shelter, 15' x 13’4-in-1  
Outdoor Table  

Comfort Smart  
Bag Chair

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. 
Also available at other RV retailers.

20,000 BTU

285" sq. of 

cooking  surface

Fold N Go 
Carry Case

4D Classic  
LED Lantern

Carry CaseCarry Case

Fold N Go 
Grill 

Gladiator  
2-Burner Stove
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Add-a-DrawerAdd-a-Drawer
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The Smart Solution to  
Adding Space in Your RV!

• Easy Pull Handle
• Installs in Just Minutes
• Self-locking Sliding Channels
• Double Rail Design for Flat or   

Lipped Cabinet and Table Styles

Pantries    •    Closets    •    Under Tables and Cabinets    •    Bedrooms    •    Bathrooms

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.

2"H x 117⁄8"W x 10"D

4"H x 117⁄8"W x 1015⁄16"D

2"H x 8"W x 17"D 
(2 shown)

2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 2"H x 8"W x 17"D 
Slim ProfileLow Profile

Deep Profile
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Sources
Camping World
888-857-6631
www.campingworld.com

Carefree
www.carefreeofcolorado.com

Coleman RV Air Conditioners
www.coleman-rv-air-conditioners.com

Fan-Tastic Vent
800-521-0298
www.fantasticvent.com

KwikShade
www.kwikshade.com

Mist-er-Comfort
888-647-8370
www.mist-er-comfort.com

MistyMate
www.mistymate.com

RV Cooling Unit Warehouse
901-337-9948
www.rvcoolingunit.com

Soleus Air
888-876-5387, www.soleusair.com

Vornado
800-234-0604, www.vornado.com

more, especially if you add a heat pump 
to the package. Installation is usually 
straightforward, as they are designed 
to fi t in the openings of standard roof 
vents. You’ll want to spend the time to 
plan out all the variables when it comes 
to adding air conditioning. Most roof-
mounted air-conditioning units will add 
at least 90 to 100 pounds to your RV, 
and you’ll have to consider power-gen-
eration capabilities. Taking along a new 
generator (or generators) to power the 
air conditioner will exact its own weight 
and space penalties. Still, for those 

August days in a desert campsite, you 
probably won’t be too stressed about 
the power requirements for that new 
air-conditioning system. 

And, hey, if all of these don’t get 
the job done, never underestimate the 
awesome cooling power of a kiddie pool 
you can splash around in. q

Air-Conditioning Unit
Modern low-profi le air conditioners like the 
Penguin II High Capacity RV unit are a great 
retrofi t for older RVs. 
MSRP $945.99 

Cool Places
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All antennas backed by Industry Best 2 Year Warranty

NEXT 
GENERATION 
OF SLE E K 
PORTABLE 
AUTOMATIC 
SATELLITE TV 
ANTENNAS

WINNER  
FOR THE 2ND 

CONSECUTIVE YEAR

On Sale Now for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. 
Also available at other RV retailers.

All network and programming trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners and not affiliated with the Winegard Company. © 2014 Winegard Co. 
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Only DISH 
approved 
portable 
for 2 TV 
viewing

sd/hd

sd/hd

sd/hd

SD

CONSECUTIVE YEAR
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PORTABLE 
POWER

by Chris Hemer

Part of the appeal of the RV lifestyle 
is having all the comforts of home 
wherever you go — and that includes 

electrical appliances such as a TV and stereo, 
air conditioning and other conveniences. 
When we visit RV parks and campgrounds, 
usually the electricity we need is supplied 
by 30- or 50-amp shorepower — but when 
dry camping, most of us turn to a portable 

generator. When sized between 1,000 and 
2,000 watts, they’re small and light enough 
for most folks to handle on their own — 
and with “clean” inverter power, they can 
even run sensitive items like computers. 
For bigger power demands, 3,000-watt 
generators are still manageable, as most are 
equipped with two grab handles (so a friend 
can help lift) and wheels for easy transport.

Bringing a generator along extends energy options when hookups are not available

PH
OT

O 
BY

 R
IC

H 
CO

X

96  TRAILER LIFE  May 2014   

TL1405 Generators.indd   3/14/14   11:14 AM   - 96 -    (Cyan)TL1405 Generators.indd   3/14/14   11:14 AM   - 96 -    (Magenta)TL1405 Generators.indd   3/14/14   11:14 AM   - 96 -    (Yellow)TL1405 Generators.indd   3/14/14   11:14 AM   - 96 -    (BlacK)



1

2

3

4

Different sofa styles to 
meet your needs

Recliners and push back 
chairs

Available in different sizes 
to fit your RV

Great selection of colors 
both in euro vinyls and 
fabrics

...On the road.

Enjoy the

Comfort of your 
Home...

Destination Tri-fold sofaReclinersHide-a-bedJacknife sofa

Relax 
Renew 
Restore

®

I N T E R I O R  S O L U T I O N S

ON SALE NOW PLUS $39 INSTALLATION at Camping World for Good Sam Club members.
Also available at other RV retailers.
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Portable Power
Today’s crop of portable generators is also very effi cient and quiet — many can 

run for nine hours or more in an economy mode and have a sound rating of just 49 
decibels (dB), which is even quieter than a human voice during normal conversa-
tion. When you consider that these generators can fi t easily in most RV storage 
compartments and can even be taken with you in your tow vehicle for off-site power 
needs, a portable generator just makes good sense. 

To help you fi nd the right one, we’ve compiled this guide to some of the most 
popular portable inverter generators on the market, as well as a few new offerings. 
Power on!

BRIGGS AND STRATTON
P2000 PowerSmart Series 2,000-Watt 
Inverter Generator

Dimensions 21"L x 14"W x 17"H

Weight 56 pounds

Fuel Capacity 1 gallon

Output 2,000 watts maximum,
1,600 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) Up to 6.5 
hours @ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 59.4 dB

Features  The P2000 features a Power-
Smart mode to reduce fuel consump-
tion by generating only the power 
that’s needed. The P2000 includes two 
20-amp 120-volt AC outlets, a 12-volt 
DC outlet and a parallel connector port 
to connect two of these units for 
more power.

Warranty Two-year limited

Emissions Compliancy 49 state

MSRP $699

P3000 PowerSmart Series 3,000-Watt 
Inverter Generator

Dimensions 26"L x 14"W x 21"H

Weight 84 pounds

Fuel Capacity 1.5 gallons

Output 3,000 watts maximum, 
2,600 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) Up to 10 hours 
 @ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 58 dBA

Features  The P3000 features an 
integrated fuel gauge, plus an LCD 
screen called the “StatStation” that 
displays the amount of power being 
used, total unit hours, and a handy 
maintenance reminder window for oil, 
air fi lter and spark plug changes. The 
P3000 is equipped with four 20 amp 
120-volt AC outlets, one 120-volt AC 
30-amp locking outlet, a 12-volt DC, 
5-amp outlet, parallel connector port 
and a USB port for charging portable 
electronics. This unit also features a 
two-person carry handle, rear wheels, 
and a telescoping, luggage-style handle 
for easy toting. 

Warranty Two-year limited

Emissions compliancy 49 state

MSRP $1,299

Briggs and Stratton
800-444-7774
www.briggsandstratton.com

CHAMPION
73540i 2,000-Watt Inverter Generator 
with USB

Dimensions 19.3"L x 13.2"W x 16.3"H

Weight 55.1 pounds

Fuel Capacity 1 gallon

Output 2,000 watts maximum, 
1,700 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) Up to 9.5 hours 
@ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 53 dB

Features  The 73540i 2,000-watt 
generator is equipped with a low-oil 
shutoff sensor and is designed for long 
life and easy maintenance. The unit has 
two 120-volt AC outlets, a 12-volt DC 
automotive-style outlet, a dual-port (2.1-
amp/1-amp) USB adapter, a parallel 
connection port and a 12-volt DC 
battery-charging cable. An available kit 
(Part No. 73500i) allows two units to be 
connected in parallel (sold separately).

Warranty Two-year limited 

Emissions Compliancy 50 state

MSRP  $990

73536i 2,000-Watt Inverter Generator

Dimensions 19.3"L x 13.2"W x 16.3"H

Weight 57 pounds

Fuel Capacity 1 gallon
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Output 2,000 watts maximum,  
 1,700 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) Up to 9.5 hours  
 @ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 53 dB

Features The 73536i is similar to the 
73540i but does not have a USB port. An 
available kit (Part No. 73500i) allows two 
units to be connected in parallel (sold 
separately).

Warranty Two-year limited

Emissions Compliancy 50 state

MSRP $990 

75531i 3,100-Watt Inverter Generator

Dimensions 24.4"L x 14.3"W x 18.3"H

Weight 83.8 pounds

Fuel Capacity 1.59 gallons

Output 3,100 watts maximum,  
 2,800 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) Up to 8 hours  
 @ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 58 dBA

Features  The Champion 7531i 3,100- 
watt generator is equipped with a low oil 
shut-off sensor, as well as an economy 
mode to help save fuel. This model 
features two 120-volt AC outlets, a 
30-amp outlet, a 12-volt DC outlet and 
a 12-volt DC charging cable, plus a built 
in handle and wheel kit.

Warranty Two-year limited

Emissions compliancy 50 state

MSRP $1,500

Champion Power Equipment
877-338-0999
www.championpowerequipment.com

HONDA
EU1000iA2 1,000-Watt Inverter Generator

Dimensions 17.7"L x 9.4"W x 15"H

Weight 29 pounds

Fuel Capacity 0.6 gallon

Output 1,000 watts maximum,  
900 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 8.3 hours @  
 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 53 dB 

Features   Honda’s smallest inverter  
generator still has big features, such 
as low-oil alert, Eco-Throttle load-
dependent operation, electronic ignition, 
simultaneous AC/DC use and parallel 
operation ports. This generator is 
equipped with two 15-amp, 120-volt AC 
outlets and a 12-volt DC outlet.

Warranty Two years 

Emissions compliancy 50 state

MSRP $949.95

EU2000i/EU2000i Companion 
2,000-Watt Inverter Generators

Dimensions 20.1"L x 11.4"W x 16.7"H
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Weight 46.3 pounds

Fuel Capacity 1.1 gallons  
 (.95 gallon for Companion model)

Output 2,000 watts maximum,  
 1,600 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 9.6 hours  
 @ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 53 dB 

Features  Easily the most popular 
portable generator among RVers, 
the EU2000i and EU2000i Companion 
offer the same features as the smaller 
EU1000iA, except that the EU2000i 
Companion features an RV-specific 
30-amp, 120-volt AC locking plug 
(requires optional adapter) and a single 
20-amp, 120-volt outlet.

Warranty Three years

Emissions Compliancy 50 state

MSRP $1,149.95 / $1,279.95

EU3000is 3,000-Watt Inverter 
Generator

Dimensions 25.8"L x 18.9"W x 22.4"H

Weight 134 pounds

Fuel Capacity 3.4 gallons

Output 3,000 watts maximum,  
 2,800 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 20 hours  
 @ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 49 dB 

Features   The EU300iS has all the 
hallmark features of Honda inverter 
generators, including low oil alert, 
Eco-Throttle load dependent operation, 
electronic ignition, simultaneous AC/

DC use and parallel operation ports, 
but adds electronic starting. It is 
equipped with two 20-amp 120-volt 
AC outlets, one 30-amp 120-volt AC 
locking plug and one 12-volt DC outlet. 
A wheel kit is available for easier 
transport.

Warranty Three years

Emissions compliancy 50 state

MSRP $2,329.95

EU3000i Handi 3,000-Watt Inverter 
Generator

Dimensions 24.5"L x 14.9"W x 19.3"H

Weight 78 pounds

Fuel Capacity 1.56 gallons

Output 3,000 watts maximum,  
2,600 watts rated

Run Time (claimed)  7.7 hours  
@ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 57 dB 

Features   If you want the power of 
a 3,000-watt portable generator but 
not necessarily the bulk and weight, 
the EU3000i Handi may be perfect for 
you. Weighing in at just 78 pounds, 
it’s the lightest 3,000-watt generator 
Honda has ever made — and it comes 
equipped with wheels and a folding 
handle for easy transport. Otherwise, 
it offers the same features as the 
EU3000iS.

Warranty Three years

Emissions compliancy 50 state

MSRP $2,599.95

Honda Power Equipment
770-497-6400
www.powerequipment.honda.com

POWERHOUSE 
PRODUCTS
1000Wi 1,000-Watt Inverter Generator

Dimensions 20"L x 17.25"H x 10.75"W

Weight 32.95 pounds

Fuel Capacity .78 gallon

Output 1,000 watts maximum,  
900 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 6.9 hours  
@ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 64 dB

Features  Providing for those with basic 
power needs, the 1000Wi includes a 
low-oil shutoff and a fuel-economy 
switch for variable speed or 100 percent 
full power. It’s equipped with one 
20-amp, 120-volt AC outlet and 12-volt 
DC outlet.

Warranty One year

Emissions Compliancy 50 state

MSRP $449.95

2000Wi 2,000-Watt Inverter Generator

Dimensions 21.3"L x 19.1"H x 11.3"W  

Weight 62 pounds

Fuel Capacity 1.4 gallons

Portable Power
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Aqua-Magic®  
Style II

Aqua-Magic®  
Style Plus

Aqua-Magic®  
Bravura

Aria™ Deluxe II

Aqua-Magic® V

The industry’s Leading Line-Up  
of replacement RV toilets!

Aqua-Magic®  
Residence

The RV Sanitation Expert.

A
3135

Aqua-Magic

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. Also available at RV retailers.

www.thetford.com 

A3135_MH-TL_Thetford_Toilets_May2014.indd   1 2/10/14   1:56 PM

101 THETFORD TOILETS.indd   3/11/14   3:54 PM   - 101 -    (Cyan)101 THETFORD TOILETS.indd   3/11/14   3:54 PM   - 101 -    (Magenta)101 THETFORD TOILETS.indd   3/11/14   3:54 PM   - 101 -    (Yellow)101 THETFORD TOILETS.indd   3/11/14   3:54 PM   - 101 -    (BlacK)



Output 2,000 watts maximum,  
 1,900 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 8.2 hours @  
 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 56 dB

Features Same as the 1000Wi, but 
with quieter operation and two 20-amp, 
120-volt AC outlets.

Warranty One year

Emissions Compliancy 50 state

MSRP $624.95

PH2100PRi 2,100-Watt  
Inverter Generator

Dimensions 22"L x 19"H x 11"W  

Weight 73 pounds

Fuel Capacity 1.3 gallons

Output 2,100 watts maximum,  
2,000 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 7.9 hours  
@ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 56 dB

Features  Same as the 2000Wi, but 
with the addition of an automatic choke 
and a remote electric start that works 
up to 75 feet away. It can also be used 
in parallel with a second unit via an 
available kit, sold separately.

Warranty Two years

Emissions Compliancy 50 state

MSRP $782.95

PH2700PRi 2,700-Watt  
Inverter Generator

Dimensions 22.8"L x 17"H x 13"W 

Weight 80 pounds

Portable Power

Fuel Capacity 1.4 gallons

Output 2,700 watts maximum,  
2,600 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 7.2 hours  
@ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 58 dB

Features  Same as the PH2100PRi, but 
also has the added convenience of a 
built-in carry handle and wheels. It also 
offers an optional parallel kit to connect 
a second unit, sold separately.

Warranty Two years

Emissions Compliancy 50 state

MSRP $1229.95

PH3100Ri 3,100 Watt Inverter 
Generator

Dimensions 23.6"L x 20.5"H x 17.8"W 

Weight 129 pounds

Fuel Capacity 4.4 gallons

Output 3,100 watts maximum,  
 3,000 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 13.1 hours  
@ 25 percent load 

Decibel Rating (claimed) 56 dB

Features The PH3100Ri includes handy 
features like a built-in hour meter 
to track the total run time, factory-
installed swivel wheels and a pull 
handle for maximum maneuverability. 
It also has an internal circuit breaker, 
fuel gauge, remote start and automatic 
low oil shutdown and emergency stop 
control. It comes equipped with two 
20-amp, 120-volt AC outlets and one 
30-amp twist lock receptacle.

Warranty Two years

Emissions compliancy 50 state

MSRP $1,449.95

Powerhouse Products
877-544-4449
www.powerhouse-products.com

YAMAHA
EF1000iS 1,000-Watt  
Inverter Generator

Dimensions 17.7"L x 9.4"W x 14.9"

Weight 27.9 pounds

Fuel Capacity .66 gallon

Output 1,000 watts maximum,  
900 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 12 hours @ 25 
percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 47-57 dB

Features  The EF1000iS packs a lot 
of technology and thoughtful features 
into a small package. The load-sensing 
Smart Throttle rpm control saves 
fuel and reduces noise by automati-
cally adjusting engine speed to match 
the load. Pulse Width Modulation 
means voltage stability is within ±1 
percent, and frequency stability is 
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GOOD SAM GPS MAKES 
RV TRAVEL SIMPLE!

 FREE LIFETIME UPDATES!
n	 Powered by Rand McNally

n	 Available in 5" & 7" High Definition 

n	 Includes data for Over 2,100  
 Good Sam Parks

n	 Routes around bridges, tunnels or overpasses 

 that would be difficult or impossible

n	 Search Campgrounds by amenities 

n	 List dump stations, rest areas & available  

 fuel stations 

Visit any Camping World SuperCenter, call 1-800-626-5944  
or go to CampingWorld.com

AND MORE!

Good Sam RVND 7725-LM GPS Powered by Rand McNally® #68986 

Includes FREE lifetime map updates plus Good Sam RV Travel Guide and Campground Directory data. Enter 

your RV type and length for specialized RV-friendly routing. The 7" HD touchscreen is easy to see and use. 

Built-in speaker delivers turn-by-turn directions.  Packed with RV-friendly features such as checklists, fuel 

logs, RV services at exits and video input for rearview camera (sold separately). See more RV-friendly features 

at CampingWorld.com/GoodSamGPS. | Ship Wt. 4 lbs. | 

Good Sam 5" GPS Powered by Rand McNally® #73362 

The same features as the larger Good Sam GPS powered by Rand McNally (#68986) in a more compact size. 

Club SALE $279.99 Reg. $299.99 | Ship Wt. 2 lbs. | 

GOOD SAM 
CLUB SALE

$32999 
 Reg. $349.99

7" touch screen
5" touch screen

CA028103
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ON SALE NOW PLUS $39 INSTALLATION for Good Sam Club 
members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.

 ■ Deluxe or Elite models let you choose between 
vinyl or metal weathershield, respectively

 ■ Time-tested reliability
 ■ Easy installation saves time and money
 ■ Anti-billow device keeps the fabric snug
 ■ Choice of white, black, or silver fabric
 ■ 1-year warranty

Watch the Slide Topper Video

America’s #1 Choice for Innovative RV Slideout Protection

Protect Your RV From Damage
The Slide Topper Keeps O� Rain, Twigs & Other Debris

AVOID COSTLY REPAIRS

Sleeker hardware comes in polar 
white, black, silver and champagne

3287-Dometic-RV-Slide-Topper-HalfPg-Ad-MH&TL-May-2014.indd   1 2/5/14   9:26 AM

±0.1 hertz, according to Yamaha. The 
Auto Warm-Up feature automatically 
increases engine speed for four to 
six minutes to ensure smooth power 
delivery during cold startups, and the Oil 
Watch Warning System helps prevent 
engine damage from low oil. Other 
features include a wide-mouth fuel 
filler that reduces spilling and backflow 
during refueling and a gasoline petcock 
that allows you to shut off the gas and 
run the carburetor dry prior to storage 
to prevent stale gas problems. The 
EF1000iS is equipped with two 120-volt 
AC outlets and 12-volt DC output, with 
battery-charging cables included.

Warranty Three-year limited 

Emissions Compliancy 50 state

MSRP $879

EF2000iS 2,000-Watt  Inverter Generator

Dimensions 19.3"L x 11.0"W x 17.9"H

Weight 44.1 pounds

Fuel Capacity 1.1 gallons

Output 2,000 watts maximum,  
1,600 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 10.5 hours  
 @ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 51.5-61 dB

Features  The same  as the smaller 
EF1000iS, but with a fuel gauge, an 
auto decompression system for easier 
starting and a parallel function that 
allows connection of two generators. 

Warranty Three-year limited

Emissions Compliancy 50 state

MSRP $1,099

EF2400iSHC 2,400-Watt Inverter Generator

Dimensions 20.8"L x 16.5"W x 18.2"H
Weight 75 pounds
Fuel Capacity 1.6 gallons
Output 2,400 watts maximum,  
 2,000 watts rated
Run Time (claimed) 8.6 hours  
 @ 25 percent load
Decibel Rating (claimed) 53-60 dB
Features  Same features as the 
EF2000iS, but with the added benefit 
of High Current output designed spe-
cifically to increase motor starting 
capability and improve air conditioner 
starting. Yamaha claims this model 

Portable Power
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 ■ Deluxe or Elite models let you choose between 
vinyl or metal weathershield, respectively

 ■ Time-tested reliability
 ■ Easy installation saves time and money
 ■ Anti-billow device keeps the fabric snug
 ■ Choice of white, black, or silver fabric
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Watch the Slide Topper Video

America’s #1 Choice for Innovative RV Slideout Protection
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The Slide Topper Keeps O� Rain, Twigs & Other Debris
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starts most high-efficiency 13,500-Btu 
air-conditioning units in temperatures 
as high as 110 degrees Fahrenheit. 

EF2800i 2,800-Watt Inverter Generator

Dimensions 19.2"L x 15.6"W x 16.7"H

Weight 68 pounds

Fuel Capacity 2.6 gallons

Output 2,800 watts maximum,  
 2,500 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 15 hours  
 @ 25 percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 65-68 dB

Features  The EF2800i is the lightest 
generator in its class, according to 
Yamaha. Its open-frame design not 
only sheds pounds but provides a large 
gasoline capacity. Like its smaller 
siblings, the EF2800i features Smart 
Throttle and Oil Watch, plus a Ground 
Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) that 
helps reduce the risk of shock. It’s 
equipped with two 20-amp, 120-volt 
AC outlets, one 30-amp AC outlet and 
12-volt DC output.

Warranty Three-year limited

Emissions Compliancy 50 state

MSRP $1,699

EF3000iS 3,000-Watt Inverter 
Generator

Dimensions 26.8"L x 17.5"W x 21.9"H

Weight 136 pounds

Fuel Capacity 3.4 gallons

Output 3,000 watts maximum,  
 2,800 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 19 hours @ 25 
percent load

Decibel Rating (claimed) 53-60 dBA

Features The EF3000iS offers the same 
engineering features as the smaller units 
in the family, plus automatic decompres-
sion, and built-in wheels/parking brake. 
Noise Block, an acoustically designed 
sound reduction system of sound-ab-
sorbing materials is used in key areas, 
plus it features a newly designed muffler 
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less is the new more.
stop planning, start living

visit golittleguy.com or tab-rv.com to fi nd a local dealer

toll free (877) 545-4897

Portable Power
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and molded fan. The EF3000iS offers two 
20-amp, 120-volt AC outlets, a 30-amp 
AC outlet and 12-volt DC output.

Warranty Three-year limited

Emissions compliancy 50 state

MSRP $1,899

EF3000iSEB 3,000-Watt Inverter 
Generator

Dimensions 26.8"L x 17.5"W x 21.9"H

Weight 154.3 pounds

Fuel Capacity 3.4 gallons

Output 3,000 watts maximum (+500 
watts boost), 2,800 watts rated

Run Time (claimed) 19 hours @ 25 
percent load 

Decibel Rating (claimed) 53-60 dBA
Features This unit offers the same 
benefi ts as the EF3000iS, but with 
one important difference: The “B” on 
EF3000iSEB means it features Yamaha 
Boost Technology, which provides 
additional power when you need it to 
start a roof air-conditioning unit or 
other power-hungry appliance. The 
Boost Control Unit in the generator 
automatically senses when you need 
additional boost and uses power 
from the internal 12-volt battery to 
produce additional amperage. With 
the additional 10-second boost, the 
power is comparable to a conventional 
3,500-watt generator, according to 
Yamaha.

Warranty Three-year limited

Emissions compliancy 50 state

MSRP $2,469

Yamaha Motor Corp., USA
800-962-7926
www.yamaha-motor.com qH
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THE LARGEST NETWORK OF
HEAVY-DUTY TOW PROVIDERS

IN NORTH AMERICA

Our tow & service provider network specializes in RV specific disablements, with the right equipment and expertise to protect your investment.

COMPARE OUR BENEFITS TO YOUR CURRENT PLAN:
• Unlimited distance towing to the nearest service center
• Coverage for your spouse & dependent children at no extra cost
• Coverage for your RV, cars, vans, trucks, SUVs, and motorcyles
• Flat tire service, fuel delivery, and battery jumpstarts
• Dispatch of a mobile mechanic for minor RV repairs

And much more!

ONLY $79.95* for 1 YEAR Reg. $114.95

THE LARGEST NETWORK OF
HEAVY-DUTY TOW PROVIDERS

IN NORTH AMERICA

Our tow & service provider network specializes in RV specific disablements, with the right equipment and expertise to protect your investment.Our tow & service provider network specializes in RV specific disablements, with the right equipment and expertise to protect your investment.

COMPARE OUR BENEFITS TO YOUR CURRENT PLAN:
• Unlimited distance towing to the nearest service center
• Coverage for your spouse & dependent children at no extra cost
• Coverage for your RV, cars, vans, trucks, SUVs, and motorcyles
• Flat tire service, fuel delivery, and battery jumpstarts
• Dispatch of a mobile mechanic for minor RV repairs

And much more!

ONLY $79.95* for 1 YEAR Reg. $114.95 for 1 YEAR Reg. $114.95 for 1 YEAR

*Introductory rate for Good Sam members who are first time buyers. Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing 
in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and by A�nity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to 

limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochures, which can be found at goodsamroadside.com/mbbs.  GRA29654 - 0114

1-888-393-7448
GoodSamRoadside.com
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Every year, after the fi rst big rain 
of the season, it’s not uncommon 
for RV owners to discover that 

there’s a leak originating from the air 
conditioner’s inside ceiling assembly. 
After a period of time, the weight from 
the air conditioner compresses the 
gasket, which starts to work its way 

loose during travel. Rainwater then 
fi nds a path into your RV, creating a 
stained ceiling and wet surroundings.

Replacing the gasket between the 
air conditioner and the rooftop is fairly 
simple. Foremost, if the gasket is in 
decent condition, the problem can 
usually be traced to a loose air condi-

tioner and can be remedied simply by 
tightening the bolts. For that reason, 
air conditioners should be inspected 
and/or tightened every six months for 
the fi rst couple of years to compensate 
for the compressing gasket.

If tightening the bolts doesn’t 
do the trick, the gasket needs to be 

(1) Water stains are indicators of a leaking air-conditioner gasket. They can be removed with InstaGone. (2) Remove the four screws that hold 
the ceiling assembly in place to access the tie-down bolts. (3) Remove the electrical control box and tuck it up into the air-conditioner assembly.

1 2 3

ROOF AIR LEAK
Water leakage around an air conditioner means it’s 
time to replace the gasket before damage occurs
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replaced. Gaskets come in two sizes: 
14-by-14 inches or 14-by-16 inches. 
If you know the model of your air con-
ditioner, a call to the manufacturer 
usually will confi rm the size. If not, just 
remove the interior ceiling assembly 
and measure the gasket from the 
inside. While there are a few styles 
of gaskets on the market, it’s best to 
purchase one that’s made of black 
neoprene foam; cost is around $25, and 
they are available at most RV dealers 
and RV supply stores. Do not purchase 
the white universal air-conditioner 
gaskets; they will not hold up.

Installation is quite simple but 
requires a second person. To get 
started, make sure the RV is unplugged 
from electrical power and remove the 
ceiling assembly. Once the underside 
of the air conditioner is exposed, 
disconnect the electrical connections 
from the upper unit to the ceiling 
assembly. In most cases, the Romex 
120-volt AC supply wire does not have 
to be removed. Once the bolts that 
secure the upper unit to the tie-down 
plate are removed, the air conditioner 
is ready to be lifted off the opening in 

the roof. It may be easier to unscrew 
and lift off the plastic shroud that 
covers the top of the air conditioner, as 
this will give you some handholds to 
properly manipulate the air conditioner 
back into position during reassembly. 
We’ve done this job many times, so we 
were able to leave the shroud in place. 
With the help of another person, lift 
the air conditioner and place it on its 
side, being careful not to lay the unit 
on its top, which could damage the 
compressor. Clean and inspect the roof 
material where the gasket was seated. 
Mineral Spirits, Simple Green or a 
similar cleaner will do the job well.

If there are any cuts, tears or holes 
in the roof material, it will be necessary 
to make repairs before installing the 

new gasket. This is most problematic 
when working with rubber roofs, where 
the material can be pulled off with the 
gasket (if this happens, 4-inch-wide 
EternaBond tape does a fabulous job of 
repairing damage to the roof area).

Using a sharp putty knife or a 
scraper, strip the old gasket from the 
bottom of the air conditioner. While 
it was simply installed with double-
sided tape, over time the gasket can 
bond to the air-conditioner surface 
and become diffi cult to remove. This 
process will take the most time and 
require patience. 

With the gasket removed, the 
surface is cleaned with the same 
product used on the roof. Install the 
new gasket in the same position. Be 

(4) The tie-down bolts holding the air conditioner in place can be quite long, so we opted to use a cordless drill for removal. (5) Apply steady 
upward pressure to break the air-conditioner gasket loose from the roof material. (6) This particular roof sagged a little bit and water had 
pooled under the air-conditioning unit. Be sure to remove any excess water before continuing on with the repair.

(7) As you can see from the lifted rubber, 
the faulty old gasket was causing a water 
leak. (8) Use Mineral Spirits to clean the 
gasket area when household cleaners won’t 
do the job. (9) Rubber roof material can 
easily become damaged while extracting 
the air conditioner. EternaBond tape can be 
used to make the repairs. This will make 
a permanent seal. (10) A heavy-duty putty 
knife with a sharp edge is used to remove 
the old gasket.

article by Bill and Jenn Gehr  photos by Bob Livingston

4 5 6

ROOF AIR LEAK
7 8
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careful here; once it sticks, it cannot 
be repositioned easily. Before the air 
conditioner is reinstalled, use some 
type of a straight edge and check the 
roof for level. Over the years the weight 
from the air conditioner can cause the 
roof to sag and make it diffi cult to stop 
the leak, even if there is a new seal in 
place. 

If the roof is sagging, carefully lift 
the roof material (rubber or fi berglass) 
and install a thin piece of plywood 
(shim) underneath the substrate. Be 
sure that the shim is at least an inch 
wider than the outside dimensions of 
the gasket. Secure the shim using the 
correct glue for the particular construc-
tion of the RV. There will be no need to 
use screws for installation, as they can 
cause additional permanent damage to 
the roof material. Some service techs 
suggest using caulking between the 
gasket and the roof material, but this 
mistake will make it nearly impossible 
to remove the air conditioner in the 
future. If you are the least bit unsure 
about this shimming process, it’s best 
to leave it to a professional.

With the help of an assistant 
stationed on the roof, set the air condi-
tioner back down over the opening and 
work together to center the unit. Once 

the position is set, bolt the air condi-
tioner to the roof. There is no specifi ed 
torque rating for the holddown bolts, 
so snug them fi rst and fi nish by giving 
them three or four turns. Install the 
upper shroud if it’s been removed, then 
assemble the ceiling components. 
Now would be a great time to clean the 
foam fi lter with a mild soap and warm 
water and allow it to air dry.

After the fi rst road trip, remove the 
inside ceiling assembly and retighten 
the holddown bolts. Then check again 
after six months.

Some RV manufacturers use fabric 
on the ceiling. As the air conditioner 
leaks, the water will stain the ceiling 
fabric, as it did on the RV we repaired. 
These water stains can be stubborn to 
remove, but a product called InstaGone 
does an amazing job without user 

exertion. Simply spray the cleaner on 
the surface, and the stains will usually 
disappear. InstaGone also works on 
wood-panel ceilings. It’s available 
online.

After a little time and some elbow 
grease, the leak will be sealed and the 
potential for future water damage will 
be diminished. q

(11) When installing the new air-conditioner gasket, peel the tape backing off carefully. Once the gasket touches the surface, it’s pretty well set 
into place. (12) Make sure you install the rear spacer that is supplied in the air-conditioner-gasket set. (13) With the new gasket installed, set 
the air conditioner in place and line up the bolt holes from the inside.

(14) The interior holddown plate is recessed 
in each corner. If the air conditioner is not 
lined up properly the recess will not fi t into 
the 14-by-14-inch opening. (15) Prior to 
installing the ceiling assembly is an ideal 
time to clean the foam fi lter.
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ROOF AIR LEAK

EternaBond (A division of ADCO)
800-248-4010
www.eternabond.com

InstaGone Consumer Products
888-425-0125
www.instagone.com 
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Annual wheel bearing and brake maintenance 
helps ensure a safer overall travel experience

With the RV travel season 
upon us, it’s important 
to make sure the trailer 
chassis is in tip-top shape 

and ready to take on the summer 
roads. Unlike a tow vehicle, where 
the odometer serves as a reminder 
when maintenance is due, trailers 
are typically serviced seasonally, at 
the beginning or end of each travel 
season. Bearings and brakes are 
the two most critical components to 
inspect and service if the trailer is 
expected to stay on the road without 
breakdowns and safety issues.

Most chassis manufacturers 
recommend that brakes and wheel 
bearings be serviced every 10,000 
miles or once a year, whichever 
comes first. But unless you keep 
an accurate log of every mile the 
trailer is towed, there is no precise 
way of knowing the true mileage. So 
to be safe, it is suggested that the 
brake and wheel bearing service be 
completed on an annual basis. Using a 
smartphone’s reminder app is a good 
way to make sure the service interval 
is followed in a timely manner.
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(1) Carefully pry the dust cap from the hub and drum assembly. Excessive damage may cause the dust cap to become dislodged during travel.  
(2) Remove the cotter pin that holds the spindle nut in place. After servicing, always use a new cotter pin. (3) Remove and replace the spindle nut using a 
large pair of adjustable pliers. (4) Be careful not to drop the outer bearing when removing the hub and drum assembly, which may damage the bearing.

article by Bill and Jenn Gehr photos by Bob Livingston

Yearly inspection and maintenance will help ward off 
any brake or wheel-bearing failure by detecting a possible 
broken spring, a cracked shoe and lining or a brake magnet 
that has failed. It’s amazing how one broken little spring 
can destroy the brakes after running that way for only a few 
miles — especially if the brakes are applied frequently.

Trailers that are stored for long periods of time are 
susceptible to moisture and condensation that can collect 
on the wheel bearings, despite the presence of grease. 
Once inside the wheel-bearing housing, it’s only a matter 
of time before rust eats away at the surface and completely 
destroys the bearing.

Electric brakes are used in the majority of trailers, but 
disc brakes are slowly infiltrating the market as affordability 
and availability improve. Disc brakes are now an optional 
upgrade from several manufacturers of trailers and fifth-
wheels; they offer tremendous stopping power and are highly 
resistant to fading, especially when used on heavier trailers.

Servicing Wheel Bearings 
Begin this job by bringing in any extended slideouts. Jack 
up one side of the trailer at a time, securely chock the 

wheels on the non-lifted side and remove the lifted tire and 
wheel assemblies. 

For electric brakes, pop off the dust cap to gain access 
to the spindle nut and flat washer, which will be removed 
after extracting the cotter pin. Gently pull the hub and drum 
assembly outward. As you pull, be sure to cradle the hub to 
catch the outer bearing before falling to the ground. Soak 
the bearings in paint thinner or solvent to help loosen the 
grease. Once the bearings are clean and thoroughly dried, 
inspect them carefully for pitting or signs of overheating. 
Clean the grease from inside the hub assembly and carefully 
inspect each of the bearing races (cups) for uneven wear. If 
it’s determined that the bearings must be replaced due to 
wear, be sure to replace the bearing races at the same time. 

Once you’re satisfied that the bearings are clean, it’s 
time to repack. Some mechanics prefer to pack the grease 
into the bearing rollers by hand. This age-old method 
works well as long as the mechanic takes the time to make 
sure the grease is evenly distributed. Using a pressure 
packer to regrease each bearing is faster, and some 
mechanics claim the process is more effective. Always use 
a high-quality wheel-bearing grease on axles with electric 
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brakes. For disc brakes, use high-
temperature grease engineered for 
that specific application.

After the grease has been squeezed 
in between the bearing rollers, coat the 
outside of the wheel bearings with a 
thick layer of grease and reinstall them 
into the hub assembly.

A number of trailer axles are 
fitted with Zerk fittings at the end of 
the spindle. This makes it easy to add 
grease via a standard issue grease gun. 
Use caution here; adding too much 
grease to the hub forces it past the 
grease seal, thus contaminating the 
brakes. Always replace the grease seals 
when repacking the wheel bearings.

When reinstalling the hub assembly, 
proper tightening of the spindle nut is 

critical. Check the endplay specifica-
tion for the individual axle with electric 
brakes. Disc brakes require zero 
endplay. Tighten the spindle nut two or 
three times at about 50 ft-lb of torque, 
then back it off to the required setting.

Servicing wheel bearings with disc 
brakes is a little more challenging. 
The calipers will need to be removed 
in order to pull the hub and rotor 
assembly. Upon initial inspection, 
make sure that the calipers are not 
rusted in place. If so, a full replace-
ment is in order.

Two basic types of calipers are 
used on trailers: floating calipers and 
dual-piston calipers. Floating calipers 
move on a set of pins that must remain 
free of rust and debris. If one of the 

(5) Carefully remove the hub and drum assembly, using caution not to bump the threads on 
the end of the spindle. (6) After the hub and drum assembly is removed, the brake shoes and 
magnet will be exposed. (7) As you can see, there is plenty of lining on this brake shoe.  
When the lining is worn to approximately 1/8 inch, it is time for replacement. (8) This brake 
magnet is in good condition. Uneven wear and exposure of the linings are sure signs that  
replacement is needed.

ROLLING & STOPPING

disc-brake pads has worn consider-
ably more than the other, this will be 
an indication that the calipers are not 
working properly and need renewal or 
replacement. Replacing the disc-brake 
pads must be done on both sides of the 
axle to ensure proper braking.

Inspect all fittings and hydraulic 
lines. Carefully inspect the flexible 
rubber hoses that run to each caliper. 
As rubber hoses age, they can crack 
and even collapse. If these hoses look 
questionable, replace them. Inspect 

5
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all of the steel lines running along the 
frame to the hydraulic actuator for 
rust or leaks.

When inspecting the brake 
actu ator, carefully look for any damage 
or excess wear. Remove the reservoir 
cap and check the fluid level. Add DOT 
3 or DOT 4 brake fluid only. Brake fluid 
attracts moisture, and it’s amazing how 
dirty the fluid can get over the years. 
Once the trailer hits its fifth birthday, 
it’s time to flush the brake fluid from 
the entire system.

Electric Brake Inspection
While inspecting the brakes, carefully 
look for cracks and uneven or excess 
wear. If the brake shoes or linings are 
worn to roughly 1/8 inch of material 
remaining, it’s time to replace them. 
Always replace the brake shoes on both 
sides of the axle to prevent uneven braking.

The brake magnets must be 
inspected for abnormal or uneven wear. 
To make sure the magnets are working, 
simply hold a piece of flat steel against 
the surface while somebody activates 

the brake control in the tow vehicle. 
That flat piece of steel will “stick” to 
the magnet while the brake control is 
activated. Brake magnets can be tested 
for amperage; each magnet will draw 
roughly 2.5 amps.

Take a close look at the area behind 
the brake assembly at the axle and 
check for any broken wires that should 
otherwise be attached to the magnets. 
Reconnect any broken wires and leave 
plenty of slack for the axle to move up 
and down during travel. The wiring is 

6 7 8
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ROLLING & STOPPING

not polarized, so it makes no difference 
which wire goes to either side of the 
brake magnet. Make sure all connec-
tions are sealed with shrink tubing or 
use terminals that are water resistant.

Inspect the armature, the flat part 
of the hub and drum assembly that 
the magnet rides on. If the armature 
is badly grooved, it’s time to replace 
the hub and drum assembly. Be sure 
to replace the magnet at the same 
time. It is not necessary to replace the 
magnets on both sides of the axle at 
the same time. 

Adjusting Electric Brakes 
Most electric brakes have an adjuster 
wheel in the brake assembly. After the 
bearings have been serviced and the 
drums are back in place, remove the 
rubber plug at the bottom and behind 
the backing plate to gain access to the 

adjuster wheel. Using a brake-adjusting 
spoon, tighten the shoe and linings 
against the drum until the drum can’t 
be rotated by hand. Back the adjuster 
wheel off until the brake linings no 
longer contact the drum while spinning. 

In the past several years, manu-

(9) Thoroughly inspect the brake surface for cracks or uneven wear. If there are any visible 
flaws, it’s time for replacement. (10) Simple conical-shaped bearing pressure packers are 
available at most auto-parts stores — they are very effective aids when repacking wheel 
bearings. (11) Using a grease gun, pressurize the packer until the grease squeezes out 
between the bearing rollers.

9 10 11

Tried a ventless Splendide lately?

ON SALE NOW PLUS $39 INSTALLATION at Camping World for Good Sam Club Members.  
Also available at other RV retailers.

Take our 7100XC combo washer-dryer for a spin and you’ll be surprised. With its stylish platinum sheen and 
fully electoric controls, we’ve added a variety of cycles over the years while increasing the size of its drum to astonishing 
proportions. Completely unique, the 7100XC’s special, ventless drying system makes installation a breeze, yet offers the 
outstanding results, amazing customer support and RV-specific accessories you’ve come to expect from Splendide. The 
7100XC is just another reason Splendide is America’s best selling RV laundry brand 29 years and running. Ahhh-mazing.

Best Performing. Most Reliable. Best Supported.
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  Improved handle and hinge design  
blends form with function

�e Industry Leader  
Just Got Be�er!

Enhanced Exteriors on 

NXA and NX Models!  

Robust metal Hinges.

Recessed Handles allow  
doors to unlatch with  
natural pulling motion.

LCD controls on NX841/NXA841 and NX641/NXA641 models.LCD controls on NX841/NXA841 and NX641/NXA641 models.

  Dual MAGNAstrips™ hold magnets  
for photos, shopping lists and more —  
just like home! Reuse the panels from  
your old refrigerator. Magnet included.

  Updated and streamlined control  
panel with built-in diagnostics

Just Got Be�er!

Enhanced Exteriors on

NXA841

Colder performanceColder 

Bigger capacityBigger Bigger Bigger 

Lighter weightLighter Lighter 

Plus…

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. Also available at RV retailers.
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ROLLING & STOPPING

facturers have started using a self-
adjusting electric brake assembly. 
This is evident by the steel cables that 
are attached to the brake shoes and/
or cams. These brakes automatically 
adjust every time the trailer is backed 
up. Disc brakes are essentially self-
adjusting, providing that the calipers 
are functioning properly.

After removing and replacing the 
tire and wheel assemblies, check the 
wheel lug nuts or bolts every 50 miles 
for the first 200 miles.

As previously mentioned, tracking 

mileage on a trailer can be difficult. 
To eliminate the hassle of keeping a 
logbook up to date, consider investing 
in a hubodometer. This is a digital 
meter that’s mounted in the center 
of the trailer’s wheel cap. Mileage is 
recorded as the wheel turns. DataTrac 

makes a unit that sells for around $100; 
it can even be ordered with the approxi-
mate current mileage on the trailer.

Performing a yearly bearing and 
brake check and service minimizes the 
chances of failures that often lead to 
spoiled vacations. q

(12) When repacking wheel bearings, always replace the grease seals. Carefully install them into 
the hub assembly without causing damage. (13) A properly installed grease seal will be flush with 
the top surface of the hub assembly. (14) Because the calipers need to be removed, repacking the 
bearings on a disc-brake system can be a little more challenging compared to servicing trailers 
with electric brakes.
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ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. 
Also available at other RV retailers.

 ■ Most powerful, longest-lasting control 
of holding tank odors

 ■ Advanced, non-toxic liquid and pre-
measured dry formulas

 ■ Toilet cleaners won’t stain the bowl
 ■ Professional-strength vehicle cleaner 

cleans, polishes and protects
 ■ Super-concentrated multi-purpose 

 ■ All-purpose cleaner is safe for all hard 
surfaces

 ■ Breakthrough odor elimination 
technology – lasts up to two months

 ■ Permanently remove deep-down odors 
left by pets, spills, and more

 ■ Keep large interior areas smelling fresh
 ■ Essentials Kit includes trial-size cleaners 

and odor control for your RV
 ■ Ultra-soft, rapid dissolving toilet tissue 

Watch the Dometic D-Line Chemicals Video

America’s #1 Choice for Eco-Friendly RV Chemicals

Formaldehyde Free & Pet Friendly
Septic-System-Safe for Use At Any Campground

NEW FOR 2014
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Demco’s Autoslide fifth-wheel hitch takes the guesswork 
— and worry — out of towing with a shortbed truck

Towing fifth-wheels with short- 
bed trucks is more popular 
than ever. Beyond the ability to 

maneuver into tighter spots, the ability 
to drive around town solo in a more 
nimble truck has always been a big 
selling point. But there are inherent 
issues to deal with, primarily keeping 
the front of the trailer from crashing 
into the back of the truck cab when 
making sharp turns — especially when 
trying to back into an RV site.

Some fifth-wheel manufacturers 
tout rounded front caps that allow for 
tighter turns, but without special-

article by Bill and Jenn Gehr  
photos by Bob Livingston

ized kingpin or hitch equipment, a 
fifth-wheel of that type still cannot be 
maneuvered to its full potential. 

In the early years, hitches that 
could be manually released offered 
some relief to stressful turning, but 
stopping in advance to activate a lever 
was not exactly convenient and could 
be disastrous if the procedure was 
forgotten. Hitches that automatically 
slide back when turning made towing 
with shortbed trucks practical and 
Demco has raised the bar in the design 
and function of this type of mechanism.

The newly improved Demco Hijacker 

Autoslide Ultra Series fifth-wheel 
hitch utilizes rack-and-pinion gear 
technology that offers up to 14 inches of 
travel when turning. The hitch is rated 
to tow fifth-wheels up to 18,000 pounds. 
There are three height adjustments 
to help level the truck and trailer and 
make sure there’s adequate clearance 
between the top of the truck bed and 
fifth-wheel; 6 inches is the preferred 
clearance. High-quality powder-coated 
surfaces should deter rust for the life 
of the hitch.

Thinking outside the box, Demco 
designed its new fifth-wheel hitch to fit 
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industry standard bedrails as well as an 
under-bed mount that leaves the bed of 
the truck free of obtrusive rails. There’s 
also an optional system that mounts 
the hitch to Ford trucks with the fi fth-
wheel hitch prep package. We chose 
the above-rail kit for the installation 
described here.

The Autoslide hitch has a double 
pivot head with locking jaws that 
makes connecting and disconnecting 
simple and smooth. Capture plates are 
available for kingpin boxes that will not 
work with the double-pivot head. For 
the test, a capture plate was needed to 
immobilize the MOR/ryde kingpin box. 
That’s because the kingpin does not 

(1) Try using blue painter’s tape when the 
truck bed is too dark and a black felt-tip 
marker won’t show up. (2) After measuring 
from the rear of the truck bed, carefully 
measure from side-to-side to accurately 
determine the true center of the truck bed.
(3) Again, blue painter’s tape is used as an 
indicator of where the center of both bedrails 
will be placed.
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MEMBERS LIFE INSURANCE
Are your term life premiums increasing or running out? 

Is whole life too expensive? Are AARP life rates too high? 
Or are you paying too much for life insurance?

Guaranteed Level Premium and  
Death Bene�t That Covers You  

To Age 85, 90, 95 and 100

*Rates could be higher depending on health and build. Female rates are lower

Sample best rates shown are monthly rates for male non-smoker to age 85*

 AGE  50,000  100,000  250,000
 55  $   57.69  $   87.49  $  170.39    
 65  96.21  122.08  273.39
 75  145.27  193.28  438.70

       
 NEW

  LOWER RATES

For A No Obligation Quote  
Call Toll-Free 

877-572-4889Member
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rotate in the hitch saddle when turning. 
Instead, the kingpin box is locked in the 
Autoslide pivot head, which rotates in 
the base while turning.

Installation 
The instructions call for precise 
measurements before installing the 
slide-rail assemblies to the mainframe 
body. Once the proper distance 

(4) Demco uses a high-quality bearing on its slide assembly. (5) The bedrail adapters are attachecd to the hitch body and tightened to 50 ft-lbs. 
The bolts are retorqued later. (6) Using an accurate torque wrench, tighten all bolts to the manufacturer’s specifi cations. (7) Before drilling 
the holes for the bedrails, the hitch is installed onto the bedrails so that precision adjustments can be made. (8) When positioning the frame 
brackets, enlist the help of another person to install the nuts and lock washers on the bolts. (9) Use a ¹⁄8-inch bit to drill the pilot hole through 
the existing hole in the frame bracket.

between the rear of the bed and rear 
rail is determined, we found it handy 
to lay down a strip of 1-inch-wide blue 
painter’s tape from side to side. The 
blue masking tape made it much easier 
to see the black felt-pen marks that 
were darn near invisible to detect on 
the black spray-on lining. 

After measuring the distance 
required to set the forward bedrail, 

another strip of painter’s tape was 
carefully laid down. The base of the 
hitch was set in the bedrails so it could 
be lined up in the exact location where 
the holes were to be drilled through the 
bed. Remember to measure twice, as 
the placement of the bedrails is very 
critical. 

Before drilling, the left and right 
frame brackets are positioned and the 

(10) The ⁹⁄16-inch bit must be centered before enlarging the hole in the truck bed for the bracket bolts. (11) To prevent rust, vacuum up the metal 
fl akes from the truck bed. (12) Demco devised a clever plate-and-nut-assembly for the bedrail bolts.
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SOME INTAKE SYSTEMS ARE NOT LEGAL FOR 
SALE OR USE ON ANY POLLUTION CONTROLLED 
MOTOR VEHICLE IN CALIFORNIA OR STATES 
ADOPTING CALIFORNIA EMISSION PROCEDURES.

See knfilters.com for CARB status on each part for a specific vehicle

Replace the entire factory air box assembly
in your car or truck with a K&N® intake
system that is guaranteed to increase
horsepower. These intake systems come with
easy to follow instructions for installation that
typically takes 90 minutes or less.

© 2014 K&N Engineering, Inc.

. Washable and Reusable
High-Flow Air Filter

. K&N Million Mile Limited Warranty®

. 100,000 Miles Between Cleanings*
* Under normal highway

driving conditions

. Better Engine Sound
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bolts hand-tightened. It’s not necessary 
to remove the rear tires; however, 
we did to gain a little better access to 
the truck frame when mounting the 
brackets. Always use wheel chocks and 
jack stands when removing tires from 
the truck. 

Using a ¹⁄8-inch drill bit, the initial 
holes were drilled through the bedrails 
and slots in the frame brackets. There’s 
some blind drilling here, so be sure to 
check the position of the small drill bit 
to make certain that the hole is centered 
in the frame bracket. 

After drilling the fi nal size hole 
through the bedrails and the frame 
bracket, the shims, washers and spacers 
were installed as instructed, and the 
four bolts torqued to 170 ft-lbs after 
tightening to spec all the bolts holding 
the brackets to the truck frame. All the 
bolts were double-checked for safety.

With the hitch base fi rmly in place, 
the pivot head was mounted. It’s a 
relatively easy step, but there is some 
weight to contend with. The outrigger is 
installed to stabilize the rear of the hitch 
base. This is simply a bracket that sits 
fi rmly against the bed of the truck. The 
outrigger is designed to distribute the 
pin weight as the hitch slides rearward. 

The fi nal step was to adjust the rails 
on the pivot head so that the kingpin box 
fi ts tightly when the trailer was hitched 
up. This measurement is critical; there 
cannot be any play between the kingpin 
box/capture plate and the pivot head. 
Remove the lube plate, if previously 
installed on the kingpin box; it will 
interfere with the function of the locking 
jaws in the pivot head. 

(13) Only one hole on each frame bracket 
needed enlarging. (14) To use the existing holes 
in the truck frame, Demco supplies unique 
plate-and-bolt assemblies to help reduce the 
number of holes that need to be drilled, saving 
time on the installation. (15) For those hard-
to-reach places, Demco provides a fi sh wire to 
pull the bolt into place. (16) The outrigger at the 
rear of the hitch-base assembly is designed to 
support the weight of the kingpin as the pivot 
head slides rearward. (17) Before installing 
the pivot-head assembly, the two bumper stops 
in the hitch-base assembly are installed. 
(18) After setting the pivot-head assembly into 
place, the large pivot pin is installed.
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Test Drive 
Backing into the kingpin was a breeze. 
The jaws snapped shut without 
a problem. Before the tailgate of 
the truck was closed, we carefully 
inspected the jaws, making sure 
they were securely in place. Demco 
designed the release handle in such a 
way that the safety lock pin cannot be 
inserted into the handle if the jaws are 
not locked in place.

 Pulling forward while turning 

sharply, the Autoslide pivoted freely 
and slid rearward seamlessly. In an 
open area of a large parking lot, we 
purposely jackknifed the truck and 
fi fth-wheel. The front of the trailer 
missed the cab of the truck by a good 
10 inches. Without the Autoslide, the 
truck and trailer would have collided. 
Venturing out into the streets, not 
one hair-raising noise came from the 
hitch. We were also able to maneuver 
through some pretty tight corners that 

(19) With the pivot head in place, the release handle is installed with the supplied nut and bolt. (20 and 21) Carefully measure the pin box and 
then set the guides on the pivot head for a tight fi t.

defi nitely would not be possible with 
the standard fi fth-wheel hitch. The 
overall quality of this fi fth-wheel hitch 
is impressive; it’s made in the United 
States with American steel. The hitch 
has a fi ve-year warranty and retails for 
$1,483; the capture plate sells for $129.

 Demco recommends inspecting 
the Autoslide hitch before each trip. 
Remove the four screws on the two 
gear covers and inspect the system for 
any excess wear. Inspect all fasteners 

19 20 21
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for tightness at least every 2,000 miles 
of operation. Additionally, inspect the 
jaw bars for freedom of movement 
and proper operation before each 
use. Demco recommends using white 
lithium grease to help prevent wear on 
the top plate surface. 

Demco’s Autoslide offers the 
luxury of a sliding hitch without the 
headaches and inconveniences that 
were once associated with mechanical 
sliding assemblies — so there are no 
worries when towing with shortbed 
trucks. q

Demco 
800-543-3626, www.towdemco.com

(22) Demco offers a custom capture plate 
for MOR/ryde pin boxes. (23) The Demco 
pivot head slides comfortably to the rear 
when making turns. (24) The Autoslide hitch 
makes for improved turning with excep-
tional quiet handling and allows for plenty of 
clearance when turning corners or backing 
into a site.
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by Chris Hemer
PRODUCTS 
WHAT’S NEW PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

Give It the Goose
The new RV Goose Coupler (RVGC) from PopUp Towing Products 
allows a fi fth-wheel trailer to be towed with a lighter, space-saving 
gooseneck ball. Simply unbolt the existing kingpin box from the 
fi fth-wheel and bolt the RVGC in its place. The patented self-latching 
coupler makes for an easy hitch and unhitch, according to the 
company. With a GVWR rating of 24,000 pounds and a hitch weight 
of 6,500 pounds, it will handle just about any fi fth-wheel on the 
market today that’s capable of handling the leverage presented by 
a gooseneck. An adjustable version, the RVGC-A, provides up to 7 
inches total adjustment.

MSRP: $723
800-837-8578, www.popuphitch.com
Circle 156 on Reader Service Card

Posh Patio Lamp
Why settle for the factory patio lamp when you can have something 
more personal? The outdoor garden/security lamp by the Jirah 
Company makes it easy for friends and family to fi nd your home-
away-from-home, while enhancing the security of your site. Proudly 
display the fl ag of your military service, a favorite sports team, 
seasonal festivities or an RV club. Featuring a convenient remote 
control, the lamp plugs into any 120-volt AC outlet and uses a 
standard household lightbulb (40 watts maximum). It measures 48 
inches tall and can easily be disassembled for compact storage. 
Made in the USA (fl ag and lightbulb not included). 

MSRP: $89 plus shipping
909-297-1926, www.jirahled.com
Circle 157 on Reader Service Card

Step Right Up
Like your home, your trailer needs frequent maintenance that may 
require a ladder, such as cleaning the roof, awning or exterior walls. 
But unlike your home, there isn’t a garage to store it in. The Extend 
A Step telescoping ladder can be extended to 12½ feet and supports 
up to 330 pounds, according to the company, yet is only 30 inches 
tall in the stored position. Made from aircraft-quality aluminum, 
the original Extend A Step weighs just 26½ pounds and features 
an integrated carrying handle, nonslip end caps and a heavy-duty 
closure strap.

MSRP: $149.99
888-535-7837, www.extendastep.com
Circle 158 on Reader Service Card
(Continued on page 130)
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PRODUCTS 
WHAT’S NEW

Flexible Solar Power
Looking for a green power source designed for mobile 
use? Go Power’s thin, ultra-high-effi ciency Solar Flex solar 
panels could be the solution. The Solar Flex GP-Flex series 
panels use high-effi ciency monocrystalline cells to produce more power 
per square foot than any other fl exible panel on the market, according 
to the company. Unlike rigid solar panels, Solar Flex panels require no 
mounting brackets or framework, and at just 3 millimeters thick, they can 
be contoured to mount almost anywhere on a vehicle. Solar Flex panels 
are clad in a tough, impermeable, marine-grade laminate and can be 
mounted to metal, rubber, fi berglass and plastic surfaces with parabolic 
bends up to 30 degrees. Solar Flex kits include the panel, solar controller 
and MC4 cables. 

MSRP: $400 to $1,200  866-247-6527, www.gpelectric.com q
Circle 161 on Reader Service Card

use? Go Power’s thin, ultra-high-effi ciency Solar Flex solar 
panels could be the solution. The Solar Flex GP-Flex series 

PRODUCTSPOTLIGHT
� � �

� � �

Remote-Control Trailer 
Although many of us like to brag about our trailer 
maneuvering skills, it can be stressful backing into 
an unfamiliar RV site or storage lot, and hitching up is a 
challenge for some people. The E-Go and Enduro Power 
Trailer Mover systems from Purple Line USA take a 
different approach: They allow you to move your trailer via 
remote control — no tow vehicle required. The system of 
two electric motors attaches permanently to the trailer’s 
chassis and can direct the trailer into any position. Two 
motors can move up to 5,000 pounds, and four motors 
can move up to 7,800 pounds at a speed of 4.72 inches 
per second. The system includes all cables, clamps and 
hardware, plus the control board and remote control.

MSRP: $1,299 to $1,499 (two-motor system)
415-802-3734, www.purplelineusa.com
Circle 160 on Reader Service Card

Talon-ted Tie Downs
Once you get that truck camper into the back of your 
pickup, you want to make sure it stays put — and a 
set of good camper tie-downs is part of that equation. 
Torklift International released a new truck camper 
tie-down called the Talon, made of military-grade 
aluminum. Weighing just 25 pounds per set, the Talon 
is 40 percent lighter than the company’s equivalent 
steel tie-downs and is backed by a lifetime warranty 
and lifetime corrosion protection. Like Torklift’s other 
tie-downs, the Talon attaches to the truck frame, 
eliminating the possibility of bed damage. Talon Tie 
Downs are available for most popular Ford, Chevrolet 
and Dodge trucks, and require no drilling. 

MSRP:  $386 (front set), $318 (rear set)
800-246-8132, www.torklift.com
Circle 159 on Reader Service Card
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NEXT GENERATION LED LIGHTING
The Future Looks Bright!

n Reduced Energy Cost
Uses at least 75% less energy than 
incandescent bulbs.

n Reduced Maintenance Cost
Last up to 50 times longer than
incandescent bulbs.

n Guaranteed To Last
Includes a five year performance warranty.

n Generate Less Heat
Save on air conditioning costs.

n Durable
Won’t break like a bulb.

The Future Looks Bright!

n Reduced Energy Cost
Uses at least 75% less energy than 
incandescent bulbs.

n Reduced Maintenance Cost
Last up to 50 times longer than
incandescent bulbs.

Guaranteed To Last
Includes a five year performance warranty.

Generate Less Heat
Save on air conditioning costs.

Durable
Won’t break like a bulb.

n
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incandescent bulbs.

n
Last up to 50 times longer thanLast up to 50 times longer than
incandescent bulbs.

n Guaranteed To Last
Includes a five year performance warranty.

n Generate Less Heat
Save on air conditioning costs.

n Durable
Won’t break like a bulb.

Last up to 50 times longer than
incandescent bulbs.

n
Includes a five year performance warranty.

n
Save on air conditioning costs.

n
Won’t break like a bulb.

Introducing: The Next Generation in LED Lighting
The future looks brighter than ever with the Next Generation LED lighting. A great new offering of 

lighting that is a direct replacement for older, incandescent bulbs, and offers the best value and quality in 
the business. LED lighting delivers great benefits including reduced energy consumption, less generated 

heat, and outstanding durability compared to traditional incandescent bulbs. Plus they last up to 50 times 
longer than incandescents, and are backed by a 5-year performance warranty.
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PERFORMANCE CORNER TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS by Ken Freund

How Do Tuners Work?
Aftermarket electronic “performance tuning” devices became possible in the 1980s 
with gasoline engines, as electronically controlled ignitions and fuel-injection 
systems were introduced. These early tuning devices were generally called “chips” 
because they often replaced the stock “eprom” or computer chip.

On gasoline engines, aftermarket tuning essentially consists of changing the 
fuel mixture under various operating conditions and rpm to fi ll in lean spots and 
optimize fuel mixture across the power band. Tuners can also vary spark timing, 
which can add power and fuel economy. Many of them offer performance gains if 
the engine is run on higher octane gasoline.

Performance increases on naturally 
aspirated gasoline engines are typically 
not as large as those possible with tur-
bodiesels. As the combination of gaso-
line-direct injection and turbochargers 
becomes more common, some of the 
strategies used in diesel engines will 
also be applied to these engines.

With the introduction of On-Board 
Diagnostics second generation 
(OBDII) in 1996, engine diagnostics 
and emission controls became more 
alike. At around the same time, diesel-
engine manufacturers started to switch 
from mechanical to electronic engine 
controls.

The powertrain control module 
(PCM), or computer, opens common-
rail injectors electronically. A PCM 
contains a software “map” that dictates 
for every engine speed, load and 
condition, how much fuel to inject into 
the engine, at what time and for how 
long. Aftermarket products seek to 
improve on the software to increase 
power and hopefully fuel economy, 
while limiting harmful emissions and 
not overstressing components.

In diesel engines, only air fl ows into 
the cylinder, and it is highly compressed 
as the rising pistons approach top dead 
center. Fuel is injected into the cylinder 
and self-ignites due to the high air 

temperature. Diesel engines usually 
run with a surplus of air that is not 
used up during combustion. Modern 
common-rail systems can exploit this 
fact, as extra fuel can be injected into 
the chamber to produce more torque 
and horsepower. Fuel economy can 
also be improved by fi nding the most 
effi cient tuning, which boosts torque 
and may allow the transmission to run 
in a higher gear.

Diesel engines must run with some 
degree of injection-timing advance, 
because it takes time for fuel to burn. 
For maximum effi ciency, you want the 
expanding gases from burning fuel to 
push down on the piston as long as 
possible. A diesel engine’s high torque 
(relative to gas engines) is mainly 
a result of mean effective pressure 
(MEP) during the power stroke. While 
gas engines fi re with a quick bang 
because all of the fuel must enter 
the cylinder before the valves close, 

diesels can maintain cylinder pressure 
during the entire power stroke if the 
injectors continue to deliver fuel into 
the cylinders. This is the secret of high-
diesel torque.

By continuing to inject fuel as the 
piston travels downward, burn time is 
extended, and torque-producing high-
cylinder pressures last longer. And 
this avoids the potentially damaging 
pressure spikes that occur with over-
advanced timing.

The other key item that diesel 
tuners can control is boost pressure. 
When intake boost pressure combines 
with an increase in fuel, the result is 
more power. However, it can come 
at a price: increased internal engine 
temperatures and, therefore, thermal 
stress. This can be mitigated by using 
an intercooler (aftercooler) to remove 
heat from the incoming air stream, or a 
more effi cient one can be installed if the 
engine is already so equipped. 

With the proper combination of 
timing, fueling and boost, you can derive 
much higher power with the same 
or lower peak-cylinder pressures. 
Whenever boost is increased, a boost 
gauge and exhaust-gas-temperature 
(EGT) gauge should be added to monitor 
operation.

Transmissions
A diesel tuner should be able to control 
shift points, scheduling and fi rmness 
(line pressure), torque converter lockup 

Tuners are available for both gasoline and 
electronically controlled diesel engines from a 
number of aftermarket manufacturers. Some are 
downloaded into the powertrain computer, others 
work inline.
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TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS and other parameters such as tow-haul 
modes. Automatic transmissions can be 
a weak link behind a highly souped-up 
diesel, although moderate levels can 
usually be handled by modern trans-
missions, particularly if line pressure, 
etc. are controlled properly.

Not All Created Equal
Not all tuners are created equal, so 
educate yourself and ask questions 
before purchasing one. Generally, the 
safest ones to use are from well-known 
companies, are smog legal and 
advertised as designed for towing.

Some aftermarket units, known as 
in-line controllers, modify the sensor 
signals to “trick” the PCM into changing 
some of its outputs. Inline control-
lers come in many varieties, ranging 
from simple to more complex. The 
simple and cheaper units may vary only 
injection timing and fuel volume, not 
injection duration, and may not control 
automatic transmission functions to 
protect them from slippage due to 
higher torque. This may lead to trans-
mission damage, especially at high 
power levels.

Certain in-line units have the ability 
to intercept transmission information 
and modify signals according to need. 
Some of these in-line devices also have 
the ability to increase injection duration 
(depending on application). This, of 
course, necessitates more advanced 
connectivity and electronic capability 
than a device that simply increases 
fuel pressure and/or modifi es injection 
timing.

In-line devices leave no “footprint” 
in the PCM (for warranty concerns), they 
can be connected to a user interface 
and adjusted on-the-fl y and can include 
additional signals, such as monitoring 
exhaust gas temperature (EGT).

When fuel is injected too early (too 
much advance) and/or excessive fuel 
is injected (over-fueling), it can cause 
temperature and pressure spikes 
and increase cylinder pressures to 
dangerous levels. Higher boost levels 
also raise cylinder pressures and tem-
peratures. These factors put pistons, 
head gaskets and fasteners at risk. 
There are thermal and mechanical 
limits, and things can break. EGT is 

Strong As An Ox

•  Spring steel construction
   for a softer, smoother, ride

•  No noise

•  No grease on the spring
   bars, means no grease on 
   your clothes

•  Spring steel construction

The spring bars have evolved

a good remote indicator of internal 
cylinder temperatures and should be 
monitored and kept below engine man-
ufacturer’s upper limits. Moderation 
is a good thing; don’t get carried away 
with making huge amounts of power 
just because you can.

The California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) maintains standards regulating 
aftermarket products that may affect 
vehicle emissions. For these products 
to be used and sold legally in California 

and pass compliance tests, they must 
have a CARB executive order (EO) 
number. These standards also suffi ce to 
meet EPA requirements, so if a product 
has been issued a CARB EO number, it 
is usually legal for sale and use in all 50 
states.

Be sure to verify that products 
have this if your vehicle is subject to 
emissions testing. Existing emission 
controls such as EGR, diesel particulate 
fi lters and selective catalytic reduction 
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(SCR) must also remain functional. It 
is often misunderstood that in some 
states, “anything goes” related to 
emissions, and only consumers in 
those states that have some form of 
emissions testing need to be concerned 
about compliance. In reality, EPA has 
enforcement responsibility for the entire 
country and has rules about emissions 
“tampering” similar to CARB. After-
market manufacturers are required to 
comply with EPA rules (although this 
is not heavily enforced and therefore 
many don’t), and this is mostly done by 
securing a CARB EO. If a particular state 
does not have an inspection program, 
there is little chance of a consumer 
ever being negatively affected by a 
noncompliant product, but aftermarket 
manufacturers may be subject to en-
forcement actions.

Warranty
Aftermarket modifi cations can cause 
problems with warranty coverage, 
and vehicle manufacturers are within 

their rights to deny coverage for items 
damaged due to these modifi cations. 
The Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act of 
1975 protects consumers from being 
wrongfully denied warranty coverage 
by new car dealers or manufacturers. 
Essentially, the burden of proof is on 
the servicing dealer to show the root 
cause of a failure. However, manufac-
turers do maintain databases by VIN 
that include information on modifi ca-
tions, which may void coverage. Many 
owners remove aftermarket parts such 
as tuners before taking their vehicles 
to dealers for service. Some tuning 
products leave evidence that they were 
there. If this is a concern, check with 
the product’s manufacturer before 
purchase.

Stiction Eliminator
Ford Power Stroke’s precision fuel 
injectors have a reputation for stiction 
(sticking/friction), which may result 
in poor drivability and excessive black 
smoke, plus bucking and chugging on 

cold starts. A layer of oxidized oil and 
additives typically forms, slowing down 
the injector due to the small clearances, 
and eventually stopping it altogether.

Lubrication Specialties developed 
Stiction Eliminator, which is said to 
not only clean injectors but other parts 
of the engine as well, including the 
turbocharger and EGR system. It’s 
guaranteed to remove stiction within 
4,000 miles or you can receive a full 
refund for the product. Lubrication 
Specialties Inc., 800-341-6516, 
www.hotshotsecret.com. q

PERFORMANCE CORNER
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5 Convenient

Pick Up 

Locations

Jayco Jay
Flight 32BHDS

Sleeps up to 10, outside shower, 
Amish construction, Denver 
mattress, real wood cabinetry, 
spare tire, front diamond plate, 
and 2-year warranty!

800-641-7723
RVdirect.com

Keystone Fuzion 
Toy Hauler 310

6pt hydraulic leveling, 5500 
Onan generator, welded tie-
downs, hard wood cabinetry, 
7k lb axles, power awnings, 
dual A/Cs, and more!

Forest River 
Sunseeker 3010DS

7ft interior height, electric 
awning, fiberglass roof, GPS 
navigation, back-up camera, 
rear ladder, spare tire, and 
gel coat exterior.
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2014 Entegra Aspire
42RBQ

450HP Cummins 
diesel engine, Spartan 
chassis, Aqua-Hot, 10k 
watt Onan generator, 
Sikkens paint, and 15k 
lb hitch.

Two-Year Warranty!

RVDirect.com prices as of 12/01/2013. All offers, plus tax, lic., reg. fees. Payments 
subject to lender approval. Prices are 2013 models unless otherwise noted.

Live representatives are waiting to help 
answer your questions!

CALL NOW!

MSRP $30,957

You Save $9,019
$21,938Your 

Price

$159 Per Month

MSRP $81,168

You Save $36,751
$44,417Your 

Price

$299 Per Month

MSRP $92,772

You Save $31,149
$61,623Your 

Price

$349Per Month

MSRP $371,702

You Save $89,262
$282,440

Your Price

GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES 

ON THE INTERNET!

If you can find the same new RV model and features 
for less anywhere on the Internet, we’ll not only match 
that price but discount another $500 when you buy 

from us, PERIOD!

SAVE UP TO 
50% OFF YOUR NEXT 

RV PURCHASE!

45%
Off!

24%
Off!

30%
Off!

33%
Off!
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HANDS ON WEBER SMOKEY MOUNTAIN COOKER  article and photos by Bob Livingston

A barbecue is almost standard equip-
ment in an RV. Most people enjoy 

cooking outdoors and a barbecue is a 
great way to get favorite meats, poultry 
and fi sh to the dinner table. Another 
dimension to this culinary experience 
is to smoke food, a process of slow-
cooking meat using some type of wood 
to add fl avor. Smoking food is often 
done in crude-looking metal drums that 
take their cues from various regions of 
the country that specialize in traditional 
cooking. Weber has refi ned that pro-
cess with the Smokey Mountain Cooker 
Smoker, and the new 14.5-inch version 
is practical for taking along on RV trips.

As a smoked-food addict who wor-
ships Myron Mixon’s Smokin’ book, 
and an owner of a humongous smoker 
at home, getting the chance to try out 
Weber’s diminutive Smokey Mountain 
Cooker met with some skepticism. The 
Weber smoker got the evil eye from 
my hard-core meat-smoking friends, 
but I touted that its dimensions make it 
packable in most RV storage compart-
ments. So I took it along on a trip and 
volunteered to cook for a large group. 
After all, if this thing is going to work, 
it needs to be able to effectively smoke 
meat at its rated capacity.

Assembling the cooker was very 
easy. The instructions are clear and the 
whole process took about 20 minutes 
using only a screwdriver and ⁷⁄16-inch 
wrench. Basically, there are three 
sections: the bottom, which holds the 
charcoal/wood; the center module for 
the water pan and two grills; and the lid 
that sports the iconic Weber rounded 
look. In order to load the charcoal, the 
center section is lifted off the bottom; a 
lip keeps the components in place and 
stable without the use of fasteners.

Getting ready for the day’s smoking 

is a pretty simple process, thanks to 
the guide provided in the instruction 
manual. Charcoal quantity, cooking 
time and the amount of wood chunks 
are listed by meat type, which takes the 
guesswork out of setup. In our case, we 
planned on smoking chicken breasts 
using one of our favorite recipes in 
Mixon’s book. Following the guide, we 
counted out 75 briquettes of charcoal 
and lit them in a Weber fi re-starter 
chimney; starter chemicals or self-
lighting charcoal should never be used, 
as these can impart an unpleasant taste 
in the meat. In about 15 minutes, the 
coals were ready to be poured into the 
charcoal chamber.

With the center section back in 
place, the water pan was positioned and 
the smoker fi lled with almost 12 pounds 
of chicken, divided between the lower 
and upper grills. The recipe we followed 
called for smoking the chicken in pans, 
so we bent the edges of disposable 

Smoke on the Weber
The new 14.5-inch Smokey Mountain Cooker livens up meat 
fl avor using charcoal and hardwoods, and can be easily stored

DIFFICULTY 1 2 3 4 5

TIME TO COMPLETE 20 MINUTES

TOOLS NEEDED SCREWDRIVER, ⁷⁄16-INCH 
WRENCH

(Above from left) Charcoal is lit in a fi re-starter chimney; 75 briquettes were used for the 
chicken. Water is added to the pan after lining it with aluminum foil. Adding the foil is not 
required, but aids in cleanup.

as these can impart an unpleasant taste 

place, the water pan was positioned and 
the smoker fi lled with almost 12 pounds 

and upper grills. The recipe we followed 

                                                            The compact Weber 
smoker can be set up easily in minutes. 
                                                            The compact Weber THREE-PIECE DESIGN »

aluminum pans to fi t the round, plated-
steel cooking grills.

Wood type for smoking is personal 
choice, but the Weber guide offers sug-
gestions based on the type of meat. We 
went with apple, which always works 
well for poultry. Some other good 
choices include pecan, oak and alder, but 
you should always stay away from soft 
woods like pine, aspen and cedar. Using 
long-handle tongs, four chunks of apple-

136  TRAILER LIFE  May 2014   

TL1405 hands on.indd   3/13/14   4:07 PM   - 136 -    (Cyan)TL1405 hands on.indd   3/13/14   4:07 PM   - 136 -    (Magenta)TL1405 hands on.indd   3/13/14   4:07 PM   - 136 -    (Yellow)TL1405 hands on.indd   3/13/14   4:07 PM   - 136 -    (BlacK)



Now is the time...
Purchase a new or pre-owned RV or refinance your 
existing RV loan with competitive rates. Good Sam 
Finance Center has experienced RV associates ready  to 
provide fast, convenient, and flexible service to make the 
process hassle-free so you can focus on enjoying your RV.

Thinking of Purchasing...
Did you know that Good Sam Finance Center offers 
financing for private party and dealer purchases? 
Whether you are purchasing an RV from your neighbor 
or dealer down the street or across country, we have the  
RV financing you may need.

Thinking of Refinancing...
If you’d like to take advantage of the current interest 
rates and the potential to reduce your monthly 
payments, refinancing your existing RV loan may make 
financial sense - get the ball rolling today!

Are you a Full-Timer?
Good Sam Finance Center offers financing for the  
perfect RV to call home. Contact us for rates and 
terms for full-timer financing.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE COMPETITIVE RATES!
PURCHASE OR REFINANCE your RV with APRs* as low as 4.35%**

CALL
1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 529 GoodSamRVLoans.com/529

VISIT

  * Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.
**  APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be 2004 model 

year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 2006 model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA 
Used Wholesale Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Information is accurate as of February 17, 2014. This offer is not available 
to applicants who use their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer); visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms. Financing provided through Good Sam Finance Center.

     © 2014 Good Sam Finance Center.   GRL30284 - 0214

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

4.35 APR*
%**

on loan amounts of
$50K+

& 4.79APR*
%**

on loan amounts of
$25K-$49,999

Rates are accurate as of February 17, 2014. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. See website for current rates and terms, including for loan amounts below $25,000.
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• Two layers of premium hypoallergenic foam add more  
 comfort and deeper support. 

• 100,000 cycle testing ensures lasting comfort and durability. 
• Absorbs motion so you don't disturb or wake your partner. 

• Provides total body relaxation to soothe aches and pains for deeper,  
 more restorative sleep. 

C
A

02
96

22

Avena Foam Mattress

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club members at Camping World. Also available at other RV retailers.

We Bring Comfort to Your Life®

Slumberfresh Mattress Pad

• Sleep comfortably on a mattress  
 pad overfilled with 11 oz. of RELY™  
 antimicrobial fiber that effectively  
 inhibits odor-causing bacteria for  
 longer lasting freshness. 

• NanoCool™ moisture-wicking  
 system for cooler sleep. 

• Soft 300 thread count 100% cotton  
 cover.  

• The 14" stretch-to-fit skirt fits  
 mattresses up to 17" thick. 

• Hypoallergenic. 

10" Mattress

3" Avena 
Foam

7" Foam 
Foundation
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wood (after soaking in water for an hour) were placed directly 
on the coals. Access is through a door in the middle section.

It’s best to use a digital thermometer to monitor cooking 
temperatures. A silicone grommet is provided in the middle 
section for insertion of probes — one in the meat and one in 
the cavity of the smoker. The built-in thermometer in the lid 
can also be used to monitor cooking temperature. A standard 
cooking thermometer can be used to probe the meat, but 
every time the lid is opened, the temperature drops rather 
quickly. Temperature is regulated via aluminum dampers in 
the lower bowl assembly and lid.

According to the Weber cooking guide, some meat (de-
pending on weight) requires up to 12 hours of cooking. That 
seems like a long time for the coals to last and our experi-
ence with the 2½-hour cooking time for the chicken suggests 
that adding briquettes and wood chunks during long cooking 
sessions will be necessary. We did not have to add charcoal 
or wood to smoke the chicken.

So how did it turn out? In a word, “great.” The chicken 
was a big hit among our dinner guests.

Cleanup the next morning was uneventful. Once the coals 

(Top right) Chicken is loaded on the top and bottom grills. Then a 
probe for a digital thermometer is pushed into the meat on the top 
grill. (Bottom right) After 2½ hours, the chicken was ready to rest 
before serving.
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We Bring Comfort to Your Life®
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 pad overfilled with 11 oz. of RELY™  
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were discarded and the grills tidied up, 
the pieces were reassembled, the cover 
(included with the smoker) installed and 
the whole thing was laid down on its side 
in a storage compartment. There was 
not enough height to store the smoker 
in an upright position, so the pieces got 
jiggled around during travel. It only took 
a minute to put everything back in place 
for the next cooking session.

The Smokey Mountain Cooker 
has the same porcelain enamel finish 
found on other Weber charcoal grills, 
which have a strong reputation for high 
quality and durability. Retail price for 
the smoker is $219 and is available at 
Camping World and many home im-
provement/hardware stores.

Smoking foods allows outdoor 
chefs to experiment with recipes and 
wood. The Smokey Mountain Cooker 
will certainly make you very popular in 
any RV park.q

Weber
800-446-1071, www.weber.com 

(Above from left) Wood chunks (and additional charcoal if necessary) are added through the 
door in the center section of the smoker using long-handle tongs. The included premium-
grade cover helps to protect the finish from deterioration and keeps sections together.
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RV Marketplace For advertising information contact Kathy Schurman:
Phone 763-497-2458    Fax 270-438-4757    Email Kathy.Schurman@goodsam.com 
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Marketplace, 516 Maple Knoll Way NW, St. Michael, MN 55376
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Your backyard
adventure

ArkansasStateParks .comArkansasStateParks .com

Mississippi River State Park

TO ADVERTISE IN THE

RV Marketplace

CONTACT:
Kathy Schurman 
763-497-2458
kathy.schurman@goodsam.com 
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THE TECH TEAM
KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certifi ed Master Technician, service man-
ager and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair. 

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 18 years and 
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

30-AMP GENERATOR, 
50-AMP TRAILER

Q I purchased a Powerhouse 3100Ri generator that has 
one 30-amp outlet and two 20-amp outlets for my 2005 

30-foot travel trailer that I purchased last year. Only prob-
lem is, I just ordered a new 50-amp equipped fi fth-wheel. 
Is it possible for me to use this generator with the fi fth-
wheel without having to buy a 50-amp generator? Is there 
an adapter that can be used and, if so, are there any issues 
associated with this? 
Chuck Hirst, Marshall, Virginia

A Sure, Chuck, there are adapters that allow you to 
plug a 50-amp plug into a 30-amp receptacle. They’re 

available in almost every RV accessory shop. You can plug 
your new trailer with the 50-amp cord into the existing 
generator, but the caveat is that use of the adapter means 
there are only 30 amps of power going to the trailer be-
cause that’s what’s coming from the 30-amp receptacle 
on the generator. The adapter does not bump the power 
up to 50 amps. There would still be enough power to run 
smaller accessories, such as a TV, microwave oven and 
the like, but if your RV has two air conditioners you will be 

NEW TIRES, NEW RATINGS

Q I tow a travel trailer that weighs 
approximately 7,300 pounds with a 

2010 Toyota Tundra 5.7-liter V8, 4.30:1 
rear-axle ratio, 4WD with a 10,300-pound 
towing capacity. If I add a 2- or 3-inch 
lift kit to increase the tires from 31 to 33 
inches in diameter, how will the larger 
tire size affect the 4.30 gears and factory 
towing capacity? Will reprogramming 
the computer with the new tire size help 
keep the towing capacity at factory set-
tings? I’m also considering the use of 
Timbren rubber suspension springs for 
better handling and to reduce the slight 
sag in the rear when hooked to the 
weight distributing (WD) hitch. 
M. Simonelli Jr., Bordentown, New Jersey

A Reprogramming the truck’s en-
gine computer will help keep the 

speedometer and odometer accurate 
and make sure the fuel-injection and 
emissions systems continue operat-
ing up to snuff, and your vehicle’s tow 
rating will remain at factory specs. 
Due to the larger tire diameter, towing 
performance will decrease somewhat. 
In effect, the 4.30 axle rating will be de-
creased by a few percentage points due 
to the larger tire size. 

The Timbren products will probably 
help support a slightly saggy rear end, 
but if there is still sag with the WD hitch 
installed, the spring bars probably need 
to be tighter, which is a common mis-
take when using a WD hitch. A properly 

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

adjusted WD hitch, as its name implies, 
will distribute some of the trailer hitch 
weight evenly between the truck’s front 
and rear axles so the entire body squats 
down a bit rather than having just the 
aft end sag. Check the WD setup again 
or take it to a professional hitch shop 
for a checkup before you invest in extra 
parts. — J.J.

HOT FURNACE

Q In response to a reader in the 
March issue who asked about his 

RV’s furnace cycling on and putting out 
too hot air, I have a 2014 Grey Wolf by 
Forest River with a Suburban furnace. I 
noted the exact same scenario as that 
reader described. As I dug into it a little, 
I found that it was cycling on the high-
temp limit, and here is why: airfl ow, or 
the lack thereof. The reader’s RV fur-
nace problem could have been as sim-
ple. I ensured that all the vents were 
open and not blocked — in my case, 
Forest River ran only two 4-inch vents 

restricted to using just one of them. The new trailer has a 
50-amp power supply due to the number of 120-volt AC-
powered devices it has, and you’ll need to determine how 
many of those devices you can operate when on the re-
duced 30-amp power supply. It won’t be all of them, but by 
choosing carefully you can still have almost full use of your 
trailer’s systems. — Jeff Johnston
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off the furnace box. It has provisions 
for six warm-air outlets. I spent a little 
time and ran two new ducts through the 
spaces where the original two were for 
a total of four ducts and vents, and that 
completely solved the problem.

The trailer not only heats better 
now, but it does not cycle on the limit 
and no 90-degree air! It’s a poor design 
on Forest River’s part, and I’m sure 
there are others with the same issue 
who don’t even realize it. 
Allen Stegall, Spartanburg, South Carolina 

A Thanks, Allen. Furnace manu-
facturers specify the number of 

knockouts that should be used on a 
particular model. As you found out, 
airflow for your setup was not high 
enough. — J.J.

RV REPAIR DATA RESOURCE

Q I’m in the market for a travel trailer. 
Can you tell me if there is an orga-

nization (like Consumers Union) that 

collects a large volume of impartial 
information on repair records and 
consumer-complaint records and pub-
lishes tabulated results?

When I read the columns in Trailer 
Life, there seem to be a lot of people 
complaining about fairly major prob-
lems that I feel should never occur, 
such as gel coat delamination. Some 
firms seem to react to customer prob-
lems only under the higher visibility 
of a published account. Online forums 
and blogs are filled with people who 
have a single experience — some good, 
some bad. No meaningful information 
can be derived from this.

I’d tend to look for a firm with a 
longer standard warranty term, but 
even then there’s no telling how the 
firm would react to a claim. Do you 
know of any reference such as I men-
tioned? 
Ken Brooks, via email

A I hate to tell you, but there is no 
one central source of compiled 
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RV-repair or -problem information, 
Ken. There’s RV sales data, of course, 
but the industry doesn’t have the 
same type of repair-tracking system 
as the auto industry. About the best 
you can do is prowl the online user 
forums and try to compile the data you 
need. — J.J.

DULL FIBERGLASS

Q We have a 1999 Cardinal fifth-wheel 
trailer with a very dull fiberglass 

finish. Having tried a wide range of pol-
ishes, compounds, waxes, etc., with no 
real improvement, I am turning to you. 
Are there any products or techniques 
that can be used, either professionally 
or owner applied, to restore the shiny 
gel coat finish that once graced this 
great trailer? 
Dave Pratt, Bardstown, Kentucky

A Meguiar’s M4965 Marine/RV Fiber-
glass Restoration System works 

well but requires considerable elbow 

grease. Use a regular car polisher 
with a 7-inch, 3,000-rpm wheel with  
Meguiar’s medium-cut raspberry-col-
ored foam pad. This should be available 
from some RV dealers and body shop 
supply stores. Also, 3M has a Marine 
Restorer and Wax designed for fiber-
glass and available in boating supply 
stores. Another product that many folks 
use on faded fiberglass is Penetrol, 
which is marketed as an additive for 
oil-based paints and sold in hardware 
and paint stores. After it is applied and 
dries, it should be protected with a 
coating of wax. 

At the same time, your Cardinal 
fifth-wheel  is 15 years old, and that’s 
a lot of time for fiberglass to fade in 
the sun. You’ll be able to help the finish 
with the above-mentioned steps, but 
chances are, you won’t be able to bring 
it back to 100 percent of its original 
shine. If the finish is too far gone, about 
the best you can do is have the trailer 
painted, an expensive proposition but 
probably worth it from the standpoint 
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of protecting the original fiberglass 
skin if you plan on long-term owner-
ship. — Ken Freund

HIGH-WIND CONCERN

Q I recently logged onto YouTube 
and entered in the search window 

“RV Accidents” to see what would pop 
up. I did this to watch other accidents 
and gain some knowledge of what not 

to do or what I can do to prevent the 
same kind of accidents with my 34-foot 
trailer. There’s a video called “An RV 
Crash to Remember,” posted about 
four years ago. After watching this 
video, I saw that this long travel trailer 
was being towed by a ¾- or 1-ton du-
ally pickup down a two-lane highway 
out in an open field with traffic moving 
very slowly. It seems there was a strong 
side wind that pushed the trailer over 

on its side. It also didn’t look like there 
was anyplace that the driver could have 
pulled off and maybe pointed the trailer 
into the wind till it died down. 

Do you see anything that could have 
been done to prevent this from happen-
ing? Later in the video, I noticed that 
the rear of the pickup was held up in 
the air by the trailer’s chains, and the 
trailer came off the tow hitch. I didn’t 
see any evidence that the driver was 
using any type of antisway device, but 
could such a device even have pre-
vented this accident from occurring in 
the first place? Your input would greatly 
be appreciated because my wife and I 
would not like this to happen to us.
Dennis Weber, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

A High winds can come from, among 
other sources, storm fronts, thun-

derstorms and even microbursts, which 
are a strong localized vortex that can’t 
be seen until it picks up dirt and debris. 
I’m sure you’ve seen many tornado af-
termath pictures that show houses and 
vehicles flung far into the air. 

It’s not possible to predict exactly 
what wind speed will pick up a particu-
lar vehicle because there are so many 
variables such as angle, vehicle speed 
and drivers’ reactions. However, such 
accidents are very rare and can be 
avoided by checking weather forecasts 
for the specific route and area. If there 
are high-wind warnings, delay the trip 
or reroute it. You can get a weather 
band radio for a modest amount of 
money, and it will even have alerts.

It takes a lot of wind to topple an RV. 
And it is unlikely that an antisway device 
would have prevented this accident. Use 
good judgment and be aware of your 
surroundings. If you’re caught out in the 
open, pulling over to a stop can help. 
You can also seek temporary shelter 
under a bridge overpass on a freeway or 
on the lee side any obstruction. This can 
disturb the force of the wind enough to 
reduce your risk. — K.F.

BATTERY MAINTENANCE

Q I live in the northwestern part of 
Washington where the winters 

are usually fairly mild, and I store my 

What’s the
Best RV
Safety Product
nobody’s ever
heard of?

Good Sam member 
Doug T. from Sparks,

Nevada, tested the system 
and reported, “This product 
is indispensable to anyone

with a tall RV.”           
– Highways Magazine May 2011For more info

www.GiraffeG4.comwww.GiraffeG4.com
1-877-543-1087

RV Product
of the Month
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three 12-volt deep-cycle batteries in 
my unheated shop. The power to the 
shop presently consists of extension 
cords. I charge the batteries about once 
a month with a 12-volt DC charger at 
2 amps. Am I doing the right thing to 
preserve the batteries, considering my 
situation?
Tom Schmidt, Bow, Washington

A When batteries are fully charged, 
they are very resistant to freezing, 

so there’s no problem there. The chem-
ical action in batteries slows down at 
low temperatures, but if they are above 
freezing, don’t worry. However, instead 
of the basic charger you are using, it’s 
better to use a special maintenance 
charger such as Battery Tender or 
similar products. These are designed 
to sense battery voltage and keep the 
battery fully charged so it won’t sul-
fate. Water levels in the cells should be 
checked regularly and topped off with 
distilled water as needed. — K.F.

REPLACEMENT MIRROR GLASS

Q I replaced my old Ford F-250 with 
a 2011 F-150 V-8. Ford really did 

a great job equipping it for RVing. It 
outperforms the old 460 and gets bet-
ter than 14 mpg pulling our 29-foot 
Airstream. I replaced the standard mir-
rors with $600 Ford slideout mirrors. 
The right-hand mirror has an excellent 
convex lower mirror, but they also made 
the large mirror convex. I don’t need or 
want two convex mirrors. Ford sent me 
a “Thanks for your concern” form letter, 
so no help there. Is there any aftermar-
ket flat mirror that attaches or replaces 
this unnecessary upper convex mirror?
Vic Jowders, via email

A There is a company called  
AutoMirrorGlassOnly.com (855-

743-3452) that should have it. Some 
local auto-glass shops will also custom 
cut and install mirrors. — K.F.

DAMAGED SINK

Q We have a 2012 Jayco White Hawk 
DRSL, which we enjoy very much. 

During our last trip, we noticed that 

we’d inadvertently placed a can of a bug 
spray in the kitchen sink. It seems to 
have leaked some of its contents and 
melted a small hole through the sink. 
The sink appears to be made of plastic 
material, which is thick around the top 
edge and very thin near the drain. We 
used the other sink during the trip, but 
now it’s time to address the little hole. 
Is there any way to repair the sink, or 
am I looking at a replacement? I ap-

preciate any advice and look forward to 
next month’s articles!
Gilbert Cabanas, Miami, Florida

A Assuming the sink is white, you 
might be able to repair it using 

a small fiberglass kit obtained in an 
auto-parts or boating store. Either 
remove the sink or work underneath 
it and apply a patch using the screen 
material to bridge the gap. After it 
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14th Annual
Friends of

Tri-Valley Drawing
June 27th, 2014

Enter Today! 

2014 Eagle 5th Wheel by JayCo
 2015 Chevy Silverado 

2500HD Crew Cab
Truck along with a B&W

Hitch
www.turnoverball.com

Enter on-line @ www.tvds.org

$100 donation requested. 
Winner need not be present.

Name __________________
 _______________________
Address _________________
City/State/Zip ____________
 _______________________
Phone __________________
Amt. ___________________

Send entries to: TVDS
PO Box 518, Chanute, Ks 

66720

Maximum entries accepted:  3,000 
For info. or to enter by phone 

 call Aimee @  
620-431-7401ext. 230 

TVDS is a 501 (c) (3) charitable  
organization offering persons with  
disabilities opportunities to achieve 

  the quality of life they seek.

Void where prohibited by law. Submission 
indicates acceptance of the official rules available on-line at www.tvds.

org or by request- send SASE. Must be 18 to enter. No  purchase 
necessary. All transactions take place in the T.V.D.S. administration office 

located in Chanute, Ks.

All Major Credit Cards Accepted.

2013 WINNER ANNOUNCED

 Joe and Teri Campbell,
Palm City, Florida 

With their 2013 Truck and Trailer

sets up you can spot sand it and fi ll as 
needed. The main problem is getting it 
smooth and touching up the fi nish. You 
can also try a Devcon Bath/Tub Epoxy 
Repair Kit, available at home centers.  
Depending on the extent of the dam-
age, you might have to replace the 
sink. — K.F.

ROOF ROT

Q I have a 2000 KZ Sportsmen trailer. 
Last fall, when I was covering it 

for the winter, I leaned on the roof and 
discovered it has a soft spot, which 
could indicate there are other soft 
spots as well. I checked with a local 
RV repairman, and he estimated, de-

pending on the amount of damage, 
that it could cost as much as $4,000 
to replace the roof. I assume I’m deal-
ing with dry rot. So far, we have not 
noticed water leaks coming from the 
ceiling. Unfortunately, the trailer is 
not worth that amount, but we like 
the design and it fi ts in our driveway. I 
checked the Internet to see if there are 
any do-it-yourself instructions, and the 
one I found seems to indicate that it 
could be done but did not provide a lot 
of detail.

The rubber covering looks good 
with no cracks. Do you think it would 
be better to have the roof replaced 
professionally? I’m retired, so I have 
plenty of time and have done a number 
of projects without having prior experi-
ence, such as designing and building a 
storage shed without a professional set 
of plans. Do you know of any step-by-
step instructions? Since I may be deal-
ing with removing the air conditioner, 
replacing it, etc., it seems like it may 
be a little more complex than building 
a storage shed.
Robert Hohensee, Clackamas, Oregon

A This could turn out to be a major 
project. Often, when you open up 

the roof, you’ll fi nd that the rot has gone 
farther than expected. Having said that, 
if you Google “Repairing RV roof fram-
ing,” you’ll fi nd a number of videos and 
other information on how to repair it 
yourself. It’s not really that complicated. 
If you study the procedures and have 
the right tools and time to do it yourself, 
you can save a lot of money.

As a suggestion, you may want to 
tour an RV manufacturing plant in your 
area. By seeing how an RV is manufac-
tured, layer by layer, you may develop 
a better understanding of what you 
need to do when making the decision to 
repair it yourself or hire a professional. 

Chalet RV in Albany, Keystone in Pend-
leton and Forest River in Dallas are 
three companies you can check with 
regarding Oregon factory tours. — K.F.

POWER-SUPPLY PROBLEMS

Q This is regarding my 2002 Alpen-
lite fi fth-wheel. It has a Freedom 

Heart Interface No. 458/Model 20 with 
inverter and charger modes on the 
remote-control panel. I plug into 120-
volt AC power and set the Power Share 
to 5 amps to keep the batteries charged 
while stored. I just recently noticed that 
the batteries show in the red state on 
the remote-control panel, and I have no 
120-volt AC power. The circuit breakers 
are all on; the load test and electrolyte 
results are normal. All 12-volt batteries 
read 12.6 volts. I also did the equalizing 
procedure. Could this be a malfunction 
of the Freedom Interface?
Bill Teague, Bend, Oregon

A There’s a built-in transfer switch 
that automatically transfers be-

tween inverter power and incoming 

RV CLINIC

Look on the tires for the data that starts with 
DOT, then the next two letters are the country 
of manufacture. As a rule, stick with a name 
brand for your best chance at tire success
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AC power. That’s a likely cause of the 
loss of 120-volt AC power. The voltage 
for fully charged batteries at rest is 
12.6 volts. The temperature controlled 
multistage charging has safety features 
to shut off and protect batteries from 
excessive depletion. You need to check 
all connections going in and out of the 
unit and measure voltage, using the ap-
propriate AC or DC voltage ranges on 
the test meter. If 120-volt AC power is 
getting into the unit but not coming out, 
and all circuit protection devices are on 
then the unit needs repair. You can get 
more information or parts from Xantrex 
Technology Inc., 800-446-6180, www
.xantrex.com. — K.F.

CHINESE TIRES

Q My trailer is a 2012 Flagstaff 
31-footer, and its tires are ST 

225/75R15 load range C. I’m having 
trouble fi nding trailer tires made in any 
country other than China. The last three 
sets of tires made in China cost me a lot 
of money within a short time of installing 
them. The trailer is not overloaded by 
any means. The last set that went was 
last summer when the trailer was only 
1½ years old. The front right tire blew 
out, taking out the one behind it. I had 
stopped at a rest area only 5 miles before 
and as usual did a walk around check-
ing the trailer. A friend of mine said that 
the tire was lost due to tire failure and 
not debris. I will never own another tire 
made in China, and a lot of my friends 
agree with me as they had the very same 
problems. I’ve looked online at tires, but 
they don’t show where they’re made. 
Should I go to a truck tire? Any sugges-
tions would be very helpful.
Bob Hines, Southgate, Michigan

A Yes, non-Chinese trailer tires are 
getting as rare as hen’s teeth. A 

lot of owners have been switching over 
to light truck (LT) tires instead of ST 
for this reason. Weigh the trailer axles 
when it’s fully loaded to determine the 
weight on the tires. Then select a tire 

HAVE A QUESTION? » Email our experts at: RVClinic@trailerlife.com or write to: 
RV Clinic, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036. No phone calls, please.

that has a suffi cient load rating for your 
application. 

The country of manufacture may not 
be listed on a website, which could in-
dicate the manufacturer or retail outlet 
doesn’t necessarily want you to fi nd out 
easily up front, but you can go to www.
harriger.com/tires.htm and search the 
tire codes molded into the tire sidewall 
to fi nd the answer. Look on the tires 
for the data that starts with DOT, then 
the next two letters are the country of 
manufacture. As a rule, stick with a 
name brand manufacturer for your best 
chance at tire success. — K.F.

SHUDDER COMMENT

Q In the January 2014 issue, you 
replied to B. Sadler’s question re-

garding “launch shudder” in his 2011 
Ram 2500. I have a 2011 Nissan Titan 
SL Crew Cab with the 5.6-liter fl ex-fuel 
engine. I was experiencing the same 
issue of a shudder in fi rst gear when 
towing my 2007 Aero Tundra 30-foot 
travel trailer that has a gross weight of 
7,600 pounds. This happened only from 
a dead stop, and I felt shudder only in 
fi rst gear. Strangely enough, the same 
problem occurred in my last truck, a 
2008 Nissan Titan King Cab. My Nissan 
dealer was never able to diagnose the 
problem in either truck. I took the sug-
gestion that the U-joint angles might 
be changing due to high torque in lower 
gears. I installed a pair of Air Lift Ride-
Control air bags to assist in leveling the 
truck when the trailer was connected. 
Problem solved. No more shudder in 
lower gears, not to mention the ride 
improved considerably with and without 
the trailer connected. 
Henry L. Poage, Plant City, Florida 

A Thanks for writing. Air bags won’t 
stop the twisting of leaf springs 

from high starting torque. However, 
they will help if the problem is a low 
ride height due to weight changing 
driveshaft angularity. — K.F. q
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Remove Black Streaks
During a recent “roughing it comfortably” trip, I was doing 
one of my usual morning routines — hovering around the 
outside of the RV doing little preventive-maintenance jobs. 
This particular morning, I was removing black streaks using 
an expensive black-streak remover and a cloth towel. I heard 
my RV neighbor say, “There’s an easier way to do that.” He 
handed me an inexpensive can of Scrubbing Bubbles and 
a paper towel with the instructions to spray it on, wait 10 
seconds or so and wipe with the paper towel. That was it! The 
black streak was gone! You must use the aerosol can, not the 
pump-spray type, and rinse the surface off afterward. And I’d 
advise trying on a small, inconspicuous area fi rst.
James Lennartz, Jacksonville, Arkansas

10-MINUTE TECH TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

Wobble Stopper
After reading James Baucom’s RV Clinic letter in the 
December 2013 issue regarding his wobbly trailer, I wanted 
to pass along my solution. I’ve told other RVers about my 
fi x and have found that it removes 90 percent of the wobble, 
both front-to-back and sideways, and for a mere fraction of 
the cost of commercial products.

The materials needed are two 8-foot pieces of 2-by-
4-inch lumber, two 12-foot ratchet straps and four 6-inch 
eyebolts. Park the trailer on a level surface. At the rear of the 
trailer, measure an approximate 45-degree angle from the 
top of the trailer frame to the ground surface. Cut a 2-by-4 
to that length on 45-degree angles on both ends. Drill a hole 
through the 2-by-4 approximately 6 to 8 inches from the end 
that will rest on the ground, and place an eyebolt with the 
eye facing the inside of the trailer frame. Do the same to the 
opposite side of the trailer. Place the ratchet strap between 
the eyebolts and tighten as much as possible. The 2-by-4s, 
while being tightened, work against the frame and the 
ground and make two solid stabilizers. They also extend the 
stabilizing point of the trailer outside from the frame about 
18 inches. I still use the scissor jacks. I do the same to the 
front of the trailer, and it’s amazing how solid my trailer is.
Jack Bell, High River, Alberta, Canada

Hands Down,
Best Paint Protector
I came up with a great way to protect my RV’s fi nish from 
ladder damage. I was replacing the awning on my camper 
and leaned a ladder against the RV. I didn’t want to damage 
the fi nish, so I got out a pair of work gloves and put them 
on the tips of the ladder. It’s an easy fi x and saves the RV’s 
paint without spending extra money!
Mike Cressy, Titusville, Florida
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To send your submission,    write to: 10-Minute Tech,    2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard,    California 93036 or email: 10minutetech@trailerlife.com. 
Please include an illustration or photo if applicable. Trailer Life will pay you $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.

Catch Water Leaks
I have a Watchdog water alarm that lets me know if there’s 
a water leak. I hang mine on the wall and extend the sensor 
where I feel it will do the most good under the sink. I bought 
mine at Lowe’s, model BWD-HWA, for less than $12. If there 
is a leak, you will hear a loud squeal.
William Schmall, Coarsegold, California

QUICK 
FIX

More Cover Protection 
In the February issue, Tom Peterson suggested using toilet paper rolls to protect RV covers 
from rain gutters. This is certainly a good low-cost idea using materials already on hand, but 
more durable options are using short sections of swimming pool noodles or foam insulation for 
¾-inch water pipe.  —Hubert Paulson, Lincoln, Nebraska q

Keep Corner Cabinet Closed
In our trailer, there’s a medicine cabinet with a mirror 
mounted above a sink and vanity in the bedroom. When 
towing the trailer, the cabinet door would always pop 
open, spilling the contents, so I came up with a pretty good 
solution. Since the cabinet is mounted in the corner, not on 
a side wall, it has empty space behind it. Duct tape would be 
ugly and gooey, and a piece of twine wouldn’t be particularly 
attractive. With my sewing machine, I made a piece of cloth 
long enough to reach down behind the cabinet with the ends 
hanging out the bottom and over the top. Then I marked 
the ends where they meet and sewed on some hook-and-
loop material. Voilà! It looks great (I made it from matching 
fabric), and the hook-and-loop fastener holds together over 
the roughest roads we’ve traveled.
Coleen Cornia, Evanston, Wyoming
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ACCESSORIES

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --  
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &      
Ozone resistant --good to 300  ̊F. 5-year warranty.  
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com       

BOOKS

RV ZION TO ARCHES GUIDE BOOK DETAILED 
Road guide to all parks. Both in Kindle Ebook 
& print copy. For preview, go to web link 
below & click Ebook of choice, then “peek” 
inside book’s content. www.southutahparks.com  

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991 
To buy 800-272-0401 
To sell 800-952-0401. 
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.    

MULTI-RESORT CAMPING 30 YR MEMBERSHIP 
near Pinehurst, NC. Beautiful lodge w/lake. 
Olympic size pool. Forest sites w/full 
hookup. Year round camping. Call Larry 
or Joyce at 803-435-5051  

HELP WANTED

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS--Travel and 
stay in RV parks FREE. Set your own income 
selling advertising for RV parks. Up to 65% 
commission. Call 1-800-832-3292. Full training. 
www.SoutheastPublications.com    

FOR COUPLES - AN EXCITING OPPORTUNITY IN 
ADVERTISING SALES. Looking for highly 
qualifi ed, internet savvy, self-motivated  
couples w/good computer skills & sales 
background-experience selling intangible 
products a plus (for possible future  
openings). Couples would represent 
Good Sam RV Travel Guide & Campground 
Directory as self-employed, independent  
contractors selling print & digital advertising to  
RV Parks/Campgrounds, Dealers and the Travel  
and Tourism market. Responsibilities also 
Include gathering accurate, in-depth 
Information & applying criteria in evaluating RV 
Parks/Campgrounds. Your commitment would be 
during the early Spring & Fall months traveling in 
your own RV throughout an assigned territory.  
For info email: christine.distl@goodsam.com. 
Give us your names, address, and phone. 

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas 
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village 
RV Lots $20’s, RV Casitas $120s.  
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com   

1997 CUSTOM BRICK RANCH HOME, 40 acs, 
fenced, 2,758 sq ft. 3BR/2BA, 2 car gar, den, 
lrg KIT, game rm, utility, oversize gar, RV 
FH/U, cov porch & patio, 24’ x 30’ shop w/elec, 
pond. E central OK. $275K. 918-520-9550    

INVESTMENTS

EARN 6% INTEREST 
PER ANNUM 
1 (855) 306-3223 Toll Free 
Not available in some states.    

LEGAL SERVICES

MONTANA LLC LAWYER • SAVE SALES TAX $ 
on next RV purchase • Attorney operated. 
• Go with 36+ years experienced law fi rm. 
1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com    

LOTS FOR SALE

RV LOT FOR SALE IN PRIVATE CAMPGROUND, 
50’ x 130’. Plus 1997 Conquest trailer w/ 
tipout. Lrg wooden roof over trailer &  
covered deck. Gated community. Asking $35K. 
Ladysmith, VA.  Call 970-560-1942   

MAIL FORWARDING

SD’s Oldest & Largest Mail Forwarding Company 
ALTERNATIVE RESOURCES 800-477-2664 
Call us about SD residency benefi ts 
See us at www.alternativeresources.net       

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD  
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$  
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700  
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us fi rst!  

    

OUR MAIL TRAVEL SERVICE • 800-723-0110 
• Merritt Island, Fl. No State Income Tax  
• No Vehicle Inspection •  Low RV Reg 
24 Yrs Exp • FREE BROCHURE • mailtravelservice.com   

REAL ESTATE

OREGON’S INCREDIBLE SOUTHERN COAST 
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE! 
www.219schoonerbayroad.com or 
www.6886pacifi cterracedrivelot21.com 
Sandi 541-254-0979 or sal@perrylawson.com  

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com 
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD. 
60,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings 
www.RVT.com or 1.877.705.0025    

RV REGISTRY 
www.rvregistry.com 
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels 
For Sale by Owners 
No Sales Commissions 
Buyers/Sellers   800-546-8457    

RV PARKS FOR SALE

28 ACRES, 80 PULL-THROUGH SPACES ON LAKE, 
with pool & restaurant. On I-75, Cordele, 
GA. $499K. Call Clark at 904-501-4467 or 
email at clarkmonahan@yahoo.com 

RV SHOWS

See latest designs of Mobile Suites 
Join us for the 
SOITCNationalRally.com 
June 9-15, 2014  

RV STORAGE

FOUNTAIN HILLS RV/BOAT STORAGE IN AZ. 
Covered and uncovered 25-48 ft lengths,  
water and electricity availl: 24 hr access. 
www.mfdc.com/FHMS or call 480-837-0297   
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SERVICES

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE! 
We guarantee BEST service and price 
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding 
Call    888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net       

ACTION SERVICES, LLC 
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney 
No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees 
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service 
Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com      

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS 
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save  
over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for  
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com 
Mountain States Consulting   800-565-4504     

TOURS

WORLDWIDE RV TOURS AND RALLIES 
Mexico, Canada, Alaska, Overseas & USA 
Rallies: Rose Parade, Kentucky Derby, NYC 
Albuquerque Balloon, Calgary Stampede 
800-952-8496  www.fantasyrvtours.com      

RV Tours & Rallies across North America 
Alaska•Canada•USA•Mexico+Overseas 
Visitwww.AdventureCaravans.com or 
call for your FREE Catalog 800-872-7897  

TOW VEHICLE/TRAILER PACKAGES

2010 MOUNTAIN MASTER hauler, 330 Cummins  
auto, 15 mpg solo, seats 6, all air ride, huge  
stor. New Horizons RV 38’ 3 S/O, RR L/R, rustic  
cherry, king, 3 fireplace, loaded. Sell sep. 
623-451-7121.    

2006 MED DUTY TRUCK, RV, MC LOADER/CARRIER 
& MC. 40K mi, 275 HP, Allison 6 spd, 33 ft 5th  
wheel, LR/DR slide, gen. HD SPORTSTER, 
4500 mi. ALL $49,900. 623-451-7121 

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

2001 FL60 FREIGHTLINER FULL TIME RVer, 
Cat 3126, 6 spd RoadRanger, 35K brakes, 
seats 5-6, sleeps 1-2, rr seat bd, massive 
storage, all AirRide, 74K mi.  623-451-7121   

TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

NEW 2014 Heartland Landmark Key Largo 
Full Body Paint. Loaded Only $73,900! Guar Best  
Price! 888-255-6907. New units-Loaded. Cust order 
avail no chg. View New/Used Units.www.rvs4less.net  

Eggcamper LIGHTWEIGHT AERODYNAMIC 
EASY TOW MOLDED FIBERGLASS travel trailer 
EASY CLEAN MOLDED INTERIOR 
www.eggcamper.com  616-437-9255  

 
NEW 2014 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3: Loaded 
Only $97,581 New units-Cust order avail at no chg. 
Guar Best Price! More info at 888-255-6907. View 
Full Line of New/Used Units. www.rvs4less.net  

TRAILERS, ACCESSORIES, REAL ESTATE AND MORE!
For advertising information contact Kathy Schurman:

Phone 763-497-2458    Fax 270-438-4757    Email Kathy.Schurman@goodsam.com 
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Classified Department, 516 Maple Knoll Way NW, St. Michael, MN 55376

Private Parties: $30 per line, four-
line minimum. Add $65 for color 
photo. All red text add $25.

Commercial: $72 per line, four-line 
minimum, 40 characters per line. 
For photo ads (limited to RVs and 
real estate), add $95 B/W or $115 
color. For logo add $95 B/W, $115 
color. No category limitations for 
logos. All red text add $50. 

Display Advertising: 1” ad B/W 
$395. 2” ad B/W $675. Add $75 for 
color. Frequency discounts apply. 

Payment: Check, VISA, MasterCard, 
Discover, American Express.
Email: kathy.schurman@goodsam.com 
Phone: (763) 497-2458
Fax: (270) 483-4757
Mail: Trailer Life
 Attn: Classified Dept.  
 516 Maple Knoll Way NW 
 St. Michael, MN 55376

Classified Rates
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Bill will be in Hot Springs, Arkansas. To connect with Bill, email him at roadscribe@aol.comNEXT MONTH

AMERICA’S 
OUTBACK

Carried Away
During the tourist season, a ferry runs 
between mainland Wisconsin and 
Madeline Island of the Apostle group

(Top) Tom’s Burned Down Café on Madeline Island. (Above) Mali 
Gaber, a student in the winter and a deckhand in the summer, 
secures a bowline as the ferry docks in Bayfi eld.

Mali Gaber is a deckhand on the car 
ferry that makes the 20-minute 

run between Bayfi eld and Madeline 
Island, Wisconsin. It’s a summer job. 
She’s a student at the University of 
Wisconsin the rest of the year.

Summer is hustle season for those 
who earn a living up here on the south 
shore of Lake Superior. The season is 

short; the business is tourism. Between Memorial Day 
and Labor Day, the population on Madeline Island swells 
to 1,500. Normally it’s 304.

Tourists riding the ferry visit for a day or stay on the 
island for maybe a week. They rent condos or cottages, 
along with kayaks and bicycles. They bring their RVs and 
hook up in the state park that has 60 sites or in the town 
park that has 36 more. Both have access to 2 miles of 
sand beach. 

Madeline is the largest of the 22 forested islands of the 
Apostle group and is the only one that’s developed. The rest 
of the islands are a national park called Apostle Islands 
National Lakeshore, which means controlled access. 
Camping on them requires a permit. In the summer, 
people explore the islands, their beaches and caves using 
sea kayaks. In the winter, they use snowmobiles.

There is no ferry service in the winter, of course — 
the lake is frozen. Residents and visitors alike drive the 
ice road that connects the mainland with the island. The 
county maintains it, which amounts to plowing it after 
it snows. Some walk the 2.6 miles each way, some use 
cross-country skis or bicycles or snowmobiles. 

“Then there are the weeks in between,” Mali told me, 
“when the ferry is not running and the ice is not hard 
enough to drive on. Arnie and Ronnie Nelson — they live 
on the island — run a wind sled that takes people back 
and forth. They make fi ve round-trips a day to Bayfi eld. 
Without them, people on the island would not even get 
their mail.”  

Entering the island’s breakwater, the ferry backed 
into its protected slip. Mali dropped the gate and began 

directing traffi c off the ferry. 
At the landing, I was met by Lois Carlson, who had 

earlier offered to show me around. A 10-year resident of 
the island, she and her husband started coming here as 
tourists 13 years ago. “Finally we wisened up,” is how she 
explained why they are still here.

Lois picked up where Mali left off. “Arnie Nelson is 
sort of the ‘Godfather’ around here. His wind sled gets us 
through the shoulder periods when we have no ferry and 
no road. He’s the guy who goes out there and measures 
the thickness of the ice and says when it’s safe to drive on 
it. He’s also the guy who rescues the crazies who venture 
out on thin ice and break through with snowmobiles. 

“If there were a movie made about Madeline Island, 
Clint Eastwood would play Arnie Nelson. That’s the kind of 
character Arnie is,” Lois said.

Another Nelson on the island is Tommy. He had a café 
once named Leona’s. In 1992 it burned, almost totally. He 
ran an extension cord to what was left of the bar and was 
selling beer within 36 hours of the fi re. Then customers 
began showing up with boards and nailed a few up to 
make the place functional. So he hung out a sign: “Tom’s 
Burned Down Café.” 

Twenty-two years later, that’s still the bar’s name.
He had no insurance. “You’ve got to be tough if you are 

going to be stupid,” he told me. “And I have learned from 
this: If you don’t rebuild it, they will come.”

Welcome to America’s Outback. q

(Top) Tom’s Burned Down Café on Madeline Island. (Above) Mali 

by Bill GravesMADELINE ISLAND, WISCONSIN
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