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DAVE & KRISTY CHOSE
LANCE QUALITY. MEANING,
THEY ALWAYS TAKE

ANTHONY WITH THEM.

Anthony Parker is a welder at Lance Camper.

His obsession for precision and strength has helped
make Lance Camper number one in travel trailer
sales* and the recipient of the Trailer Life Reader’s
Choice Gold Award. Anthony's never met Dave

and Kristy, but over the next couple decades of
vacations, weekend getaways, and exploring

too many hiking trails to count, he'll be with

them. Visit your nearest Lance Camper dealer

and experience Anthony's passion for yourself.

lancecamper.com
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Four breathtaking
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RVer'’s bucket list.
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is sure to inspire
adven e

22

LANCE 2465

Stretching 29 feet,

5 inches, Lance’s new-
est travel trailer is its
longest one yet and
brings the outdoors

in with large windows
front and rear.
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premium water-filter
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that are built into
ametal housing and

32

F-150 DIESEL

Ford'’s 3.0-liter Power
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the 2019 truck with
the new Lance 2465.

60
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instant air-spring
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There’s nothing
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inspires more fun
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CONSTANT CONNECTION

With a 1%-mile range,
WiFiRanger's SkyPro
Pack employs a
rooftop antenna and
indoor router to tap
into distant wireless
internet sources.




DRIVER'S SEAT

Tech Support

From an onboard air system to online connectivity,
we help you keep pace with the latest advancements

sn't our world an amazing place? Last

December, Richard Overton, the then-

oldest U.S. World War |l veteran, died at

the age of 112. He was born in 1906. There
were almost no motor vehicles or national
roads until the founding of the Lincoln Highway
Association in 1913, and telegrams were the
fastest way to communicate across the country.

Overton was born into a largely horse-
driven and steam-powered world. Think of all
the new technology that was introduced over
the course of his life: artificial intelligence,
computer-controlled vehicles, LEDs, lithium
batteries and global internet connectivity, and
that's just for starters. In 1906, you got fresh air
and a tent when you went camping.

A 2018 outdoor-industry report showed that

and Chris Hemer puts it through the
paces (page 32).

We also cover air, water and
internet in this issue. We installed a Pacbrake Amp onboard air
system in a 2017 Ford F-350 (page 60). This system, which includes
rear air springs, a compressor and a 2'2-gallon air tank, has no
equipment inside the cab of the truck. It's controlled via Bluetooth
from a smart device. It even has a quick-connect port for inflating
tires or whatever else needs air.

Water is the stuff of life, and we like to have clean water in our RVs.
If you're looking to have the ultimate in clean water coming out of the
tap, a high-end filter solution may be the answer. The Trailer Life and
MotorHome team had the opportunity to test some of the Clearsource
systems, and Bob Livingston provides a full account (page 55).

Regarding the internet, a 2018 outdoor-industry report showed
that RVers, tent campers and other visitors to both private camp-
grounds and national parks consider online
access a necessity instead of a luxury, and
they expect to have it wherever they go. This

RVers, tent campers and other visitors to national
parks consider internet connectivity a necessity.

concept is bolstered by the number of us
who live and work in our RVs. To that end,
WiFiRanger’s SkyPro repeater system can

In this issue, we celebrate some of the latest
innovations. Managing Editor Donya Carlson
tests the all-new Lance 2465 (page 22), the
company’s longest travel trailer to date. Lance
has been building highly regarded RVs since
1965, and this design extends the tradition. We
mated the 2465 with the 2019 Ford F-150 diesel,

DIESEL TOWING QsA

connect to networks as far as 12 miles away.
WiFiRanger units are included in many new RVs, but they're pretty
easy to install in the aftermarket as well. We set up the SkyPro in
a travel trailer to see if it passes muster (page 66).

Speaking of national parks, Emily and Mark Fagan tow their fifth-
wheel to four of Canada’s finest in Alberta and British Columbia (page
12). Wherever your travels take you, we'll see you down the road! @

— Chris Dougherty, Technical Editor

Connect with us at

To complement Trailer Life’'s RV Clinic column,
we've launched an online question-and-answer
section devoted to diesel tow vehicles. Topics
cover all aspects of diesel vehicles from gearing
to fuel economy and tires to turbos. If you have a
question about maintenance, repairs or upgrades
to your diesel truck, SUV or van, submit it online at
www.trailerlife.com/tech/qa/diesel.
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Faster, Easier Sway Control

For faster and easier hitching and unhitching, WRE ADERS’

you need an e2 hitch. Weight distribution and & CHOICE
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sway control are built right into the hitch, 2 AWARD
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WINNER

getting you on the road quicker and providing 2017

permanent sway control.

T 74 Fastway e2 - Faster, Easier.

Trailer Products . FastwayTrailer.com ¢ Toll Free 877-523-9103
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LETTERS READERS RESPOND LOUD AND CLEAR

Regarding “Hello, Lola!” in the January issue,
about Brooke Daniels” RV Makeover of her
family’s Keystone Hideout: Love it!

Deanna Pankey, Winter Garden, Florida

Have you modified your RV? We want to hear
about it. Email a detailed description and high-
resolution photos to info-tl@goodsam.com.

If we publish your project in RV Makeover,
we’ll send you a check for $50. To read the
extended version of January’s RV Makeover,
go to www.trailerlife.com/rv-makeover/
one-of-a-kind-keystone-hideout. — Editors

COMENT?

Write to us at
info@trailerlife.com
or Trailer Life, 2750
Park View Court, Suite
240, Oxnard, California
93036. Please include
your full name, city
and state or province.

L]

© Micro Minnie to the Max
We have the Winnebago
Micro Minnie featured on your
January cover and love it! We
agree with Stephanie and
Jeremy Puglisi that the rear
of the 2306BHS is too low for
the setup of the sewer pipe
as delivered and the off-road
kit should be standard. A call
to Winnebago revealed that
it's possible to lift the rear by
moving the placement of the
spring-hanger bolts.

| don't believe Winnebago
is using Azdel on the Micro
Minnies, as mentioned in
the article. You may need
to double-check that.

The biggest problem
we have with the rig is the
placement of the Dometic
digital thermostat. It's placed
on the wall within inches of the
top bunk. Our six-year-old has
kicked it off the wall a number

o POLL RESULTS: ESCAPE PLAN
WHAT IS YOUR MAIN REASON FOR OWNING AN RV?

facebook.comllirailerlifemagazine

of times. All it takes is a sleepy
kid to move and put her feet
out, and then the face plate is
detached from the thermostat.
Fortunately, it's just a matter of
putting it back on, but until you

do, the climate control is offline.

I’'m looking to get a thermo-
stat “cage” like you see in some
offices. That should solve that
shortcoming. Other than that,
we love it!

Sean Henriques
Hackettstown, New Jersey

You're right, Sean. Winnebago
does not use Azdel panels in
its products. — Editors

Undiscovered Silver

| have been an avid reader

for the past 10 years. A lot of
good information on RVing is
available in your magazine. In
the January issue, | noticed
that the Readers’ Choice
Awards gave the silver medal
for tires to Michelin, which is
not a surprise. However, in
“Get a Grip,” the same issue’s
tow-vehicle tire guide, there is
no mention of Michelin. It would
have been appreciated to get a
complete, unbiased article on
all tire models, including the
tire that won the silver medal.
Roch Giguere, Kingston, Ontario

POSITIVE ROTATION

Regarding “Watch Your Back,” Bruce W. Smith’s
December 2018 article about tire-pressure monitoring
systems for trailers, we purchased one from TireMinder,

67% See the country 33% Spend time with family

Regrettably, Michelin did not
respond to numerous inquiries
for information. — Editors

Out Like a Light

| am happy to see so many
Trailer Life articles either
written by or acknowledg-
ing women RVers. Women
definitely bring a different
perspective to camping and
the rigs we occupy.

On the maiden voyage in our
well-appointed fifth-wheel, we
camped at gorgeous Skidaway
Island State Park in Savannah,
Georgia. As we were discussing
all the features we liked about
our fifth-wheel, | noted that the
only thing | personally didn't
appreciate were the many harsh
LED lights found throughout
the trailer. To prove my point,
| flipped on every light, which lit
up the interior like a spaceship
from Close Encounters of the
Third Kind. My niece and | looked
at each otherin horror, while my
husband and brother declared
LED lighting the best invention
since the printing press.

The next day, my husband
converted the pendant lights
above the sink to incandescent.
Harmony was restored.

Sarah Miller
Avondale Estates, Georgia

and it has saved us twice so far with tire-pressure warnings. The customer-
service reps are well-versed and take their time explaining any issues. These
people make it so easy to install and set up — they actually walked us
through the procedure. Now that is what I call customer service.

Joe Del, Danbury, North Carolina
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VISIT YOUR ONE-STOP FIFTH WHEEL SUPPLIER ONLINE
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Enchanted Forest

Across North America’s longest pedestrian suspension bridge, an otherworldly walk
in the woods awaits in Quebec's Parc de la Gorge de CoatiCOOK - by Terri Peterson Smith

When night falls, a magical mood
overtakes Quebec’s Parc de la Gorge
de Coaticook, located just north of the
Vermont border. Lights twinkle, music
wafts through the air, and ethereal
creatures appear. This is the amazing
Foresta Lumina, a multimedia
nighttime show that winds along a
1.6-mile trail through the park. As
visitors walk through the mysterious
forest, they experience stories inspired
by myths and legends of this region.

Brainchild of the Montreal
company Moment Factory, Foresta
Lumina artfully blends video, lighting,
animation, sound and special effects
into the natural environment. Moment
Factory honed its international
reputation with multimedia displays
for Cirque de Soleil, Madonna’s Super
Bowl halftime show, and rock bands
such as Muse and Arcade Fire.

Now, the company also translates
its technology to park and natural
venues, creating what it calls a
“digital campfire that draws people
to a central place by telling stories
with light.”

Foresta Lumina includes
perforated-metal panels resembling
ancient manuscripts, lighting units
designed to look like fairies, and
video projection on natural elements,
integrated seamlessly with the sur-
roundings to create an all-encompass-
ing sense of magic. The experience
takes place in 11 different zones
including the Fairy Trail, Garden of
Wishes and Forest of Illusions. Visitors
may walk the trail at their own pace,
which typically takes an hour or two.

“We also want to preserve the
natural heritage and to protect

]
¥ Just north of the Vermont border, Quebec’s Foresta Lumina takes hikers on a multimedia

nighttime experience that blends nature with mind-blowing lighting and an original soundtrack.

Bl S

nature,” says park spokesperson
Josée Petit. “When daylight comes,
all that technical equipment blends
perfectly into its surroundings, and
visitors can still appreciate the site’s
beauty.” That's important because,
long before Foresta Lumina, the
650-acre park was famous for its
breathtaking gorge and the pedestrian
bridge suspended over it, the longest
in North America. Visitors come for
activities — hiking, mountain biking,
horseback riding and feeding farm
animals, with snowshoeing and ice
climbing in winter — that make the
park a magical place, day and night.
www.forestalumina.com/en

IF YOU GO

Parc de la Gorge de Coaticook
Campground caters to RVers with 112
full- and partial-hookup sites and an-
other 42 dry sites. Free evening shuttle
service from the campground to Foresta
Lumina runs every 15 minutes from
June 16 to October 8 this year.
www.gorgedecoaticook.qc.ca/en

MARCH 2019
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INTO THE
OUTBACK

Little Trailer, Big Tent

Targeted toward backcountry adventure seekers, the new 1610 pop-up tent trailer
from Crux Expedition Trailers is nimble and light, coming in at just 1,900 pounds
(dry). At the campsite, the tent opens to provide 211 square feet of living space.

The outer shell is waterproof, UV-protected and mildew-resistant, as well
as double-stitched with rubber backings to prevent leaking. “Velcro and zippers
are on every piece so that everything closes up tightly,” says Lorrie Francis,
cofounder of the Denver, Colorado, company with her husband, Sam.

The 1610 has an independent suspension and can carry up to 18 gallons of
freshwater. It comes with Zamp Solar power capability and power inlets on each
side of the trailer. Other features include a European queen bed with nontoxic
memory foam, a private shower/potty room, refrigerator/cooler compartment,
double-burner Dometic stove and a sink. MSRP is $19,250. — Ben Quiggle
www.cruxexpeditiontrailers.com

Offbeat Bunkhouse

When purchasing our first travel trailer, my family
was willing to sacrifice interior space to stay with a
shorter, lighter rig. However, as our two young sons
transform into towering teenagers, the search is on
for a roomier upgrade. So far, the 2019 Jayco Jay
Flight SLX 8 244BHS bunkhouse has topped our list.

The most striking feature of the 28-foot, 8-inch travel trailer is the queen bed
and bench dinette that share a slideout and are separated only when the privacy
curtain is drawn. Giving up a walled-off bedroom allows the 244BHS to offer a more
spacious floorplan in a small footprint. The interior feels larger than it is, thanks to
the 6-foot, 9-inch ceiling height, abundant windows and light-colored decor.

The rear bunks will especially appeal to families with teenagers, with wide,
thick mattresses and ample headroom. When the lower bunk is latched up,

a generous storage space that accommodates bulky gear is easily accessible
through an exterior door. With plenty of room for both people and gear, and an
affordable base price of $26,514, this compact bunkhouse is a serious contender
in the search for our family’s next RV. — Kerri Cox

WWW.jayco.com

The Jay Flight SLX 8 244BHS has a gross vehicle weight rating (Gvwr)
of 6,750 pounds, making it towable by a wide range of SUVs, vans and
/

pickups. Read Kerri Cox's full review of the family-friendly bunkhouse
at www.trailerlife.com/rvgear/rvs/jay-flight-slx-8-244bhs.
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LIGHTER FIVERS

Three manufacturers roll out
new fifth-wheels for pulling
with half-ton pickups

For 2019 Forest River added a rotating
Turning Point pin box to Flagstaff’s
Super Lite fifth-wheels so owners of
four-door shortbed trucks don’t need a
slider hitch. The 32-foot, 5-inch 527BHS,
one of nine new Super Lites, has rear
bunks and a bedroom up front with a
wardrobe slideout. Another slideout
houses a sofa and U-shaped dinette.
GVWR: 10,080 pounds. MSRP: $47,692.
www.forestriverinc.com

KZ Durango Half-Ton

All seven floorplans in KZ's Durango
Half-Ton line have Gvw ratings below
12,000 pounds. The 33-foot, 2-inch
D256RKT comes with a long list of
standard upgrades, starting with Corian
countertops in the U-shaped galley. A
slideout houses the bench-style dinette
and theater seating, with an adjacent
sofa sleeper. An opposing slideout

is home to the entertainment center.
GVWR: 10,500 pounds. MSRP: $50,743.
www.kz-rv.com

Prime Time Crusader

With its 320DEN, Prime Time took a
floorplan that's been successful in the
luxury fifth-wheel market and brought
it to a more attainable price and weight.
Measuring 36 feet, 10 inches, the
320DEN offers a bar-height dinette with
a restaurant-style bench and residen-
tial barstools. Opposing slideouts with
a sofa-sleeper and theater seating face
the rear-wall entertainment center.
GVWR: 11,725 pounds. MSRP: $62,858.
www.primetimerv.com

PHOTOS: MANUFACTURERS, CATE BATTLES



Movable
Feast

For Bart Cops,
cooking and RVing
go hand in oven mitt

While passing through
Nevada, my husband, Chad,
and | had the opportunity to
camp out with Bart Cops, who
goes by the title Camper Chef
on YouTube and Facebook.
With his 1983 Avion trailer
and our 1976 Airstream
Argosy, we found the perfect
meeting spot at the back of
Nevada’'s Red Rock Canyon
Campground, not far from
Cops” home in Las Vegas.

A self-proclaimed hobby
chef, Cops not only has a
passion for cooking, he is
equally delighted to share

his gourmet culinary talents
with fellow RVers eager to
cook meals beyond the typical
campground fare. His journey
to Camper Chef began after

a family vacation when he
realized that eating out every
day with three young boys was
no longer feasible. As a single

dad, he had to become creative

and learn to cook himself.
Cops and his family are
originally from Belgium,
where it's customary to
directly source food. While
traveling, he’'ll seek out local
farmer’s markets or drop by
the docks for fresh fish.
During our campout, Cops
taught us how to make pasta
from scratch, and shared
cooking tips for the road and,
above all, the importance of
home cooking. “Camping is
a social experience, and going

At Red Rock Canyon Campground,
Bart Cops browns beer-soaked
chicken and teaches author Cate
Battles to make homemade pasta.

to restaurants takes you away
from camp,” he explained.
“By cooking together, you're
savoring your time without the
distractions of modern life.”
— Cate Battles

MORE
ONLINE

For more RV news
you can use, visit
our website,
www.trailerlife.com

ARGOSY PASTA
Bart Cops shares his
RV-friendly homemade
fettuccine recipe
(“Camper Chef”).

DIESEL DELETES
Bruce W. Smith fields
questions about EGR
“deletes” in diesel pick-
ups (“Diesel Tech Q&A”).

SMALL STUFF

A new monthly series
showcases conventional,
expedition and teardrop
trailers with Gvw ratings
under 4,000 pounds
(“Tiny Trailers”).
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« 2018 RVIA Product of the Year
« Fits standard 14” interior roof vents

« Easy Installation over current roof vent trim
* Mylar backed shade reflects heat and light
« Fully retractable, allows light and air flow

See your favorite local RV de

Products

aler for more information.
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TRAVEL

NATIONAL
PARKS OF THE
CANADIAN
ROCKIES

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

ROAD TRIP

Tag along on a breathtaking RV tour of Banff, Jasper,
Kootenay and Yoho, four Canadian national parks
that exceed all expectations for eye-popping scenery

- by Emily Fagan

GEM OF THE ROCKIES
Kayakers glide across glacier-fed
Emerald Lake, a jewel in the crown
of Yoho National Park.
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he Canadian Rockies are

a breathtaking must-see
destination, and the wonderful
thing for RVers is that four national
parks in Alberta and British
Columbia lie adjacent to each
other, packed with campgrounds
and anchored by two very special
towns. My husband, Mark, and
| started our journey into Canada
at the Roosville Border Crossing,
about 8 miles north of Eureka,
Montana, on U.S. Route 93.

KOOTENAY NATIONAL PARK
After driving nearly 150 miles
north from the border with our
fifth-wheel in tow, we were
greeted by a group of bighorn
sheep lazily crossing the highway
at the entrance to Kootenay
National Park in southeastern
British Columbia. Although we
had come to Canada’s Rocky
Mountains to see snowcapped
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alpine scenery, one of the biggest
highlights of the trip was our
many wildlife sightings. The
unhurried bighorns we first
glimpsed were just the beginning.
Another surprise as we
entered the park was the
outdoor pool at Radium Hot
Springs. Although it looked like a
swimming pool nestled between
towering mountain peaks, the
water felt like a hot tub. It was
early May, and the air tempera-
ture, under gloomy skies, was
in the 40s Fahrenheit. But after
soaking in the naturally heated
mineral water for a while, we had
to get out and cool off. Steam rose
from our bodies, and we couldn’t
wipe the grins off our faces.
Driving the Kootenay
Highway, B.C. 93, which runs
through the national park, we
spotted a black bear in a field
of dandelions eating flowers for

breakfast by the side of the road.
There were no pullouts to stop
and admire the bear, but we were
rewarded with another sighting
just a few miles further on, and
more after that.

At Numa Falls we found
wildly rushing water that crashed
over cascades of rocks. A hike to
the Paint Pots took us through
the woods to a bright orange
swampy area. Dipping a finger
in the “pots” of orange mud, we
painted a heart on the bark of a
tree, good until the next rainfall.

At Marble Canyon we hiked
up to a pretty viewpoint where
we found a couple of bright red
Adirondack chairs just begging
us to take a load off and enjoy the
view. Later, we learned that pairs
of chairs like these are scattered
throughout Canada’s national
parks. Visitors look for them and
post selfies sitting in them.

BANFF NATIONAL PARK
Right next door to Kootenay
National Park, Banff National
Park is across the provincial
border in Alberta. The town of
Banff lies at the heart of the
park, and it is as quaint and
charming as the Rockies are
towering and stately. Horse-
drawn carriages take tourists

A trail from Lake
Louise leads to

Lake Agnes, where
ice floated on the
surface during the
author’s May visit.
A lakeside teahouse
that opens in early
June has served
hikers hot drinks
since 1905.

on sightseeing trips through town, and the graceful
stone turrets and leaded-glass windows of the
historic Banff Springs Hotel evoke an earlier time.
Just 25 miles southeast is the much quieter town of
Canmore where we rode our bikes on a delightful
paved path. Both communities offer a variety of

camping options.

Traveling between the towns
of Lake Louise and Jasper, the
spectacular Icefields Parkway
inspires repeated drives.
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TRAVEL ROCKY MOUNTAIN ROAD TRIP

ALBERTA

"%, Jasper National Park

Once the snow melts,
the Icefields Parkway
is easily driven with any
size RV. The Fagans had . = BRITISH

no trouble with their : COLUMBIA
36-foot fifth-wheel." = .

Gorgeous Lake Louise lured us to the season to get a cup of hot tea there CAMPING IN THE
ge : getacup : CANADIAN ROCKIES
the water’s edge at dawn where we During the summer, staff workers
joined other photographers capturing stay up at the teahouse all week and Campsites are plentiful throughout Banff,
the sunrise as the distant peaks slowly hike down on weekends. Everything Jasper, Kootenay and Yoho national
lit up. Kayaks lined the shore waiting necessary to serve guests is hiked in. parks, including a few on the Icefields
to be rented, and people from all over As we ambled back down the Parkway, but many have no hookups
the world strolled along the path that trail, we caught glimpses of the vivid :Ind_aren ¢ sw'ted R T R G i
. . ational Park’s more than a dozen

embraces the lake. turquoise water of Lake Louise between campgrounds, full-hookup campsites

We hiked a nearby trail on a steep the trees. Thick silt in many of the can be found at the Tunnel Mountain
route to the Lake Agnes Tea House. glacial lakes in the Canadian Rockies Trailer and Lake Louise Trailer camp-
The floating slabs of ice in Lake Agnes  turns the water brilliant shades of blue. grounds, and electric-only campsites
were chilly reminders that winter was Aquamarine-tinted Moraine Lake is next aieiavllablelaUNANCHRE R

" . : ; Jasper’s largest campground, Whistlers,
not long gone and we were too early in to Lake Louise, and during the earliest is currently closed for renovations but
will reopen in 2020 with full-hookup

AS WE DESCENDED, THE JAGGED PEAKS GREW EVER LARGER. e gfgrfl’yss}ﬁ’:f'Eo‘;atg"ng%fzggigf{f“
WE CLIMBED UP ON THE MORAINE AND GAZED AT THE full- and partial-hookup campsites at
FAMOUS VIEW THAT HAS APPEARED ON CANADIAN $20 BILLS. Redstreak Campground, and Yoho offers

dry camping only. Campsite reservations
are strongly recommended, especially in
Banff National Park.

o

¥ Lol Tk . Q
CANADIANTEON = >
Nestled in the Valley'of the Ten,Pea ! s
Moraine Lake is 50 lovely thatits<: &%~ =« "}
image has been printéd on.everything N, = v.
from currency to travel brochuresA
sunrise, the mountains glow pink

Worth Noting:
If you plan to visit Several
Canadian national parks,
consider purchasing a Parks
. . Canada Discovery Pass,

* Wiihich covers admission fees
T at Banff, Jasper, Kootenay

and Yoho national parks, and
many other Parks Canada
cations for one year.
5
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TRAVEL ROCKY MOUNTAIN ROAD TRIP

part of spring, between avalanche
and tourist seasons, the road to
the lake is open only to nonmotor-
ized vehicles. What a glorious time
to ride a bicycle over the mountain
pass and down to Moraine Lake
and the Valley of the Ten Peaks.

As we descended, coasting
at tremendous speeds, the jagged
peaks behind the lake grew ever
larger. We climbed up on the
moraine (a massive pile of rocks
left behind by the glaciers) and
gazed at the famous view that
has appeared on the back of the
Canadian $20 bill.

Ready to soak in steamy
mineral water again, we basked in
the thermal warmth of the outdoor
pool at Banff Upper Hot Springs.

YOHO NATIONAL PARK

We crossed the provincial border
back to British Columbia for a

CROSSING THE BORDER

tour of Yoho National Park. The
brilliant colors of the waterways
in the Canadian Rockies had
transfixed us, so Yoho's Emerald
Lake was an immediate draw
merely by virtue of its name.
Before arriving at the lake, we
stopped at the overlook for
Natural Bridge, a series of bright
blue waterfalls surrounded by
expansive boulders.

Emerald Lake turned out
to be a dramatic jade hue under
cloudy skies and was dotted with
bright red kayaks. As we hiked
along the shore, our ears perked
up when we heard the distinctive
cry of a loon. Scanning the water,
we spotted a male loon enjoying
an early morning bath-and-
splash. He repeatedly dunked his
head and shook sprays of water
out of his wing feathers just a few
yards from where we stood.

Ports of entry along the U.S. border with British Columbia and Alberta include the
Roosville Border Crossing where we entered Canada from Montana. Crossing early
in the day usually means shorter lines. Be prepared for questions about where
you are going, where you're coming from and how long you plan to stay, A Border. ...
Patrol agent may ask to see inside your RV, and, if so, may check the refrigerator
for fruit, vegetables and meat, and ask about the quantity of liquor on board.
Before packing your RV, check Canada’s list of restricted and prohibited goods.

Americans are allowed to stay in Canada for up to six months without a
visa. A passport or passport card-is required to re-enter the United States. In
our experience, crossing into the Lower 48 usually garners closer inspection
than crossing into Canada, and the lines-are longer.

and camping to
A dllf‘
/, there ﬂm» 7
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ICEFIELDS PARKWAY The road to Moraine

From the south, the Hake is open exclu-

Canadian Rockies follow §|vely to nonmotor-
anadian hoc ized vehicles for a

a northwesterly course, short period each

and the 150-mile Icefields year before the sum-

mer season. Needless
to say, the views are
breathtaking.

Parkway winds along their
heart from just outside Lake
Louise in Banff National
Park to the town of Jasper. This scenic highway
showcases one awe-inspiring view after another
the entire way, and the southern half is so spectac-
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‘Q_y{OADMASTER COMFORT RIDE

+ INDEPENDENT AXLE

OPERATIO
Slipﬁer Spring design isolates
each axle to improve handling,
braking performance and safety
by keeping all tires solidlyon ~
the pavement even during panic
stops. e Y

« ELIMINATES TRAILER
BOUNCING & PORPOISING
As a rule, trailers don't come
with shocks. Our hig
preformance, nitrogen-charged
shock absorbers stop the
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Seeing bighorn sheep and black bears were
among the highlights of the author’s trip.
Moose, elk, deer, caribou, mountain goats
and even grizzlies populate the alpine area.

ular that we drove it several times.

Scenic overlooks and places to stop
are few, so it is worthwhile to pull over
whenever one appears. Starting from
the southern end, we came across
the first overlook just a few miles in
at Herbert Lake. The snowcapped
mountains behind the lake reflected
perfectly in the mirror-like water, and
the fast-moving clouds played with their
shadows on the hillsides.

At Bow Lake we joined dozens of
tour buses and rental RVs in the parking
area and crept down to the shore where
the water’s surface was as smooth as
glass. Suddenly, we heard the faint roar
of a distant avalanche. Grabbing our
cameras with their telephoto lenses, we
watched the face of an ice wall fall off
the mountain. Across the highway from
the overlook, we climbed the hillside for
a bird’s-eye view of the scenery as the
morning sun lit the mountain peaks.

But it was Peyto Lake a few miles
further on that really took our breath
away. The hike to the lake is a short
jaunt through the woods, and we picked
our way carefully between ice chunks
and mud patches in the trail. When the
trees finally cleared and the lake came
into view, we stopped dead in our tracks
and mouthed the word, “Wow!" just like
every other hiker before and after us.

In the distance, tucked between
towering mountains, brilliant blue Peyto
Lake filled a small crevice. It looked
like the gods had spilled a can of rich
blue paint in a puddle at the base of the
peaks. Driving a little further north, we
came to Lower Waterfowl Lake where
grouse wandered freely along the
shoreline and waddled up to us until
they were within arm’s reach.

The Columbia Icefield is perhaps
the most famous and popular tourist
attraction on the Icefields Parkway, and
we arrived to find ourselves surrounded
by dozens of tour buses parked outside
a huge and sophisticated visitor
center. Throngs of people inside were
purchasing tickets for rides on specially
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Numa Falls is right off B.C. Highway 93.
Emily and Mark Fagan were fortunate

to visit during the spring runoff when
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TRAVEL ROCKY MOUNTAIN ROAD TRIP

designed vehicles that drive out onto
the glaciers. Videos of the wonders of
these glaciers played on TV screens
high above, entertaining the crowds

and keeping everyone happy as the long
lines crept toward the ticket counter. In
the end, we decided to skip the lines and
save the glacier ride for a future trip.

JASPER NATIONAL PARK
Continuing up the highway, the soaring,
craggy peaks on either side gradually
diminished in size as we approached
the heart of Jasper National Park.
The mountains shirked their snowy-
white hillsides in favor of the grays
and greens of granite and trees.

A walking path took us to roaring
Athabasca Falls via stairs and
scrambles to many pretty viewpoints.

Down by the pebbly banks of the
Athabasca River, we found dozens of
small rock-pile cairns that resembled
people. Each one had a head, legs and
outstretched arms. There were big ones
and little ones standing around on the
rocky shore. We scratched our heads
at this odd and obviously man-made
treasure. Only later did we learn that
these are inuksuit, and they have their
origin with the native Arctic cultures of
North America. People now erect them
both in reverence and in fun all over the
chillier parts of the continent.

We wound up spending a memorable
month in the Canadian Rockies, and at
the end of it, all we could think of was
that we couldn’t wait to come back.

RIGHT ON THE MONEY

Canada’s currency is the Canadian dollar,
valued at $.75 of its U.S. counterpart at
press time. Most U.S.-issued credit and
debit cards use the exchange rate at the
time of purchase, although a service fee
may be charged for each transaction.
Cards that do not charge a fee often use
suboptimal exchange rates instead. Let
your financial institutions know your
planned travel dates in Canada ahead
of time so they don't flag purchases as
potentially fraudulent.

If you have a U.S. cellular plan, you
may be charged a higher rate for voice
and data service in Canada, though some
plans offer Canadian coverage without
extra fees. Check with your cellular pro-
vider before going to find out the details.
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LANCE 2465

Living Large

and Light

Lance’s new 2465 travel trailer features
a king-size bed, split bath and enough
windows to bring the outdoors inside

— by Donya Carlson

ast year we tested the 1475, Lance’s smallest
travel trailer, and managed to cram a dozen
people in for a breakfast gathering. This time
around, our party of only two headed out in
the company’s longest travel trailer, the 29-foot, 5-inch
2465. Sporting two slideouts on the driver’s side,
almost 25 feet of interior floor length, a rear bedroom
with a king mattress, a split bathroom to keep couples
from quibbling over elbow room, and sleeping accom-

A I N

modations for three more people, the ultralight 2465 made us
wish we were on an extended trip.

We paired the 6,790-pound Lance 2465 (topped off with full
propane and water) with the new diesel Ford F-150 Platinum
Series 4x4 (see page 32) and headed out on a clear, chilly
day in December for a series of adventures. Outings ranged
from overnighting at a packed full-service RV park and an al-
most-empty campground with partial-hookups among pines,
oak and cottonwood trees, to dry camping next to farm animals
at a winery.

Boondocking alongside farm animals seemed like a
charming idea at the time, but when the roosters, which
apparently had a lot to talk about, woke us at 4:32 a.m., we
wondered why we’d chosen to park next to the critters when the
friendly folks at Agua Dulce Winery had invited us to stay the
night almost anywhere on the 400-acre vineyard. We discovered
the Southern California winery through Harvest Hosts, a
network of 600-plus unique places to dry camp. The Lance, with
frameless dual-pane windows and its four-season package
that includes covers for skylights and vents, kept the heat in
when the temperature dipped to 43 degrees overnight, but the
fiberglass walls with Azdel substrates and block-foam insulation
didn’t cut the sound of the nearby roosters” wake-up calls.

TRAILER LIFE / MARCH 2019
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¢« The easy-to-tow
29-foot, 5-inch Lance
2465 offers plenty of
living space in a bright
and well-thought-out
floorplan. We paired it
with a diesel Ford F-150
Platinum Series 4x4
and set out on various
adventures in style.

LET THERE BE LIGHT

Sunlight spills into the living area and bedroom
from every side of the trailer through multiple
windows (presuming the shades are open),
creating a friendly environment that brings the
outdoors in. And there’s no shortage of lighting
with overhead LED fixtures, pendant lamps on

a dimmer over the dinette and lovely accent
lighting. The focal point is the front curved window
spanning more than 5 feet over the J-lounge.
Partially visible from the galley and at the opposite
end of the trailer is the bedroom’s 49-by-43-inch
window. The galley’s skylight — with accordion-
style sliding cover — and three-speed electric fan
contribute to interior light. The extensive use of
windows is a perk for parents who want to keep
an eye on the mischievous goings-on of kids and
pets — or a spouse — who are outside while they
are inside.

The most frequent comment from folks
stepping into the 2465 was that livability and
furniture placement were well thought out, starting
with a three-seater J-lounge to the right of the
entry and the way the floorplan flowed from the

kitchen into the bathroom and
rear bedroom. Four hooks incor-
porated into the lower cabinetry
inside the entry are appreciated
by those who set keys down and
can’t remember where. Switches
on panels for the lighting, galley
slide and two Carefree awnings
are placed high for easy viewing
inside the entry door, while
panels for battery, solar and hold-
ing-tank monitoring, and switches
for the water heater and pump
are on the wall next to the range.
A large analog clock is viewable
from anywhere in the living area.
As a side note, the test
trailer had manual steel steps,
but Torklift's UltraGlowStep is
available as a factory-installed
option, as is a keyless entry. The
entry door opens flush against
the trailer, and padding over
the radius-door frame is extra

A) king bed E) entertainment/
B) wardrobes fireplace
C) drawers, counter, F) dinette
TV on lift G) J-lounge
D) linen cabinet H) refrigerator

insurance for tall folks. We noted
that the seams where the interior
walls meet the ceiling are caulked
for a nice finish.

HOME AWAY FROM HOME
A big plus of this floorplan is the
ability to pack up the trailer with
the slideouts closed, which can be
instrumental for those who have
restricted space in storage orin
front of their homes. And bravo to

Sunlight spills into the living area and bedroom
from every side of the trailer through multiple
windows, creating a friendly environment.

With the flip of a lever on the underside, the dinette table can be pushed
down to make into a cozy fireside bed with overhead lighting on a dimmer
switch. Under-bench pull-out drawers lock for travel. The J-lounge (partially
shown at right) offers front-row seating to the 40-inch TV.

MARCH 2019 / TRAILER LIFE
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TEST / LANCE 2465

the company for designing the 2465 to be completely livable
with the slides retracted. With the bedroom slide in, only
about 11 inches of the California king bed’s length is
forfeited where the 72-by-84-inch mattress tucks in under
the cabinetry.

The kitchen is fully functional with the galley slide closed,
and there’s space to access drawer contents and the stain-
less-steel-clad 7-cubic-foot refrigerator, and cook and set up
a feast at the dinette. Even with the condensed galley, there’s
more than 2 feet of floor space between the sink side and
dinette, leaving room to convert the dinette into a bed pronto,
and bathroom access is not compromised.

Extend the dinette slide, which opens up the kitchen to a
width of more than 5 feet, and a 40-inch Jensen TV, Bluetooth
HDMI DVD player (two speakers are in the ceiling) and 31-inch
TruVision electric fireplace with two heat settings come into
view. Above the fireplace, a tip-out cabinet houses a hookup for
satellite TV, and there’s a King broadcast antenna on the roof.

Our favorite place to laze was on the J-lounge with its
thick, ultrasoft faux-suede cushions, part of the Mystic Shores
decar. The lounge makes into a 49-by-72-inch bed, leaving
16 inches of walk space so the entry door is not blocked. To

24 TRAILER LIFE / MARCH 2019

We enjoyed facing the entry door while preparing meals so we could see and greet friends. The
kitchen’s overhead cabinet is a European-sourced Lite-Ply laminate. Below, the panel doors
and drawer fronts are solid wood, like they are throughout the Lance. Interior lighting is superb.

+ WHAT WE LIKED

Windows galore including large ones front
and rear, well-thought-out livability, king-size
bed in spacious bedroom, abundant storage
in bathroom and bedroom.

¥ The roomy bedroom, with five
windows, has plentiful storage and a
king-size bed. An expansive countertop
houses the TV that is on a motorized
lift. Push the wall-mount button once
to raise the 40-inch telly; when it's low-
ered, there's a full view out the window.

convert into a bed, the armrest needs to be removed, which
took some practice to put back into place. There's storage
underneath the lounge, but there is a height limitation for
what goes inside there since the lounge converts scissor-style
into sleeping accommodations, and access takes a little work,
so it’s best to store things here that you don’t need frequently.
The J-lounge is in perfect alignment with the TV, though it
was pointed out that the person moving between the range and
dinette when preparing dinner and setting the table can obstruct
the view of the television for the lazy one sprawled on the lounge.
Lying lengthwise on the lounge’s 8-inch-thick cushions
when it was dark outside, | delighted in watching the night sky
through what Lance dubs the “Star View window.” The 2465
is clearly designed for RVers who want to see outside while
enjoying a cozy nest. And when privacy and dark are needed,
two-layer, slow-rise MCD roller shades pull down smoothly.
The entry-door window even has a pull-down shade. GFCI
outlets, USB ports and 12-volt DC receptacles are at each end
of the J-lounge — in fact, these are scattered throughout the
trailer, so there was a place to plug something in everywhere
we turned. Five-inch shelves, semi-hidden behind the
cushions, work great for setting drinks and keeping remotes

- WHAT WE'D LIKE TO SEE
Wiring neatly tucked under the front of

the trailer by the A-frame, stronger tieback
straps to keep the wood pocket doors closed
during travel.
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TEST

LANCE 2465

handy. LED fixtures swivel to spotlight
reading material without bothering your
neighboring couch potato.

We like that when working in
the kitchen we were facing the entry
door. The large single-basin sink with
pull-down sprayer takes up much of
the counter space, leaving limited prep
room, but with the sink and range covers
in place, the area is transformed into a
large flush-surface area where you can
spread out. Incorporated in the counter
behind the sink is a hidden waste bin.

The High Pointe flatbed microwave
eliminates the need for a glass turntable,
and the three-burner Dometic range/
oven has a cover that doubles as a back-
splash. Three soft-touch self-closing
drawers with solid-wood fronts and a
cabinet with solid-wood doors are below
the sink. The only overhead cabinet in
the kitchen is the five-ply Lite-Ply-
laminate Euro-style one above the sink.
Lights come on automatically when the
two-shelf cabinet door is opened, and
two LED accent lights reside in the wood

paneling that extends to
the ceiling. Boxes of tea
on the spice rack over
the window stayed put
during travel.

The dinette’s
bench seating has
smooth-gliding drawers
with sturdy handles
that lock for travel. The
lock-button portion
of the drawers are
counterintuitive, but
once we got used to
them, the 7-inch-deep
drawers were great for
storing large items with
easy access. We were

The split bath is a welcome setup when sharing living quarters;
one person can claim their turf curbside with the sink and
oversize mirrored medicine cabinet, while the other gets the
streetside portion of the bathroom for more private affairs.

impressed with the feel of the dinette’s 4-inch-thick cushions, which are made of
a combination of three different materials, including the faux suede for your rump.
Opposing windows crank open outward at the base, providing for good airflow, and
are garnished with stitched-leatherette padded valances. Converting the dinette
into a bed takes just minutes and, when it was set up, we had a 60-by-44-inch
mattress with a cushioned headrest from the window valance that placed us front
row to the fireplace, TV and a window.

Our winter outing included nights that dropped into the low 40s. The combi-

ﬁ
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TEST / LANCE 2465

nation of the electric fireplace and 25,000-Btu furnace with
three heat registers in the galley warmed up the area within
minutes. The bedroom, with just one heat register, was
slower to warm up and stayed consistently cooler. Standard
are two 13,500-Btu Coleman-Mach air conditioners.

REST AND RELAXATION

The roomy bedroom seems even larger with the big back
window (the lower portion opens). Pure relaxation was lying
on the 5%2-inch-thick mattress on a rainy morning with a view
of trees, trees and more trees. Windows grace all three of the
bedroom’s side walls. The king bed, with almost 2 feet of walking
space at the foot and enough room at the sides to make the
bed, faces a window that is partially blocked when the hidden
40-inch LED TV on a motorized lift is in the raised position.

Four-across, self-closing drawers are incorporated into
the expansive 2-foot-deep-by-7-foot-long curved counter
that swallows up the TV. Three drawers next to the bedroom’s
entrance, three large wardrobes with clothing rods, and
overhead cabinets big enough to store comforters add up to a
lot of storage capacity. There’s no storage under the bed since
that area is designated for exterior access.

The padded headboard is about 17 inches high and stops
short of the window, so you'll likely want a pillow to buffer your
head if you like to sit up fully in bed. An overhead shelf spans
the width of the bed, and there are narrow “nightstands” and

pocket-type storage, plus charging ports and LED reading
fixtures on each side of the bed.

SPLIT BATH

After spending time in the 2465, I'm a big fan of the split-bath
setup, which is especially convenient when sharing with
someone who is on the same getting-ready schedule. A fellow
RVer remarked enthusiastically that it was the perfect setup
because she could be showering while her husband was
shaving. Wood pocket doors section off the bathroom from
the living area and the bedroom. Tieback straps are in place
to keep the doors from closing during travel, but much of the
time they didn't work very well. We passed that information
along to Lance’s design team.

We used the large linen cabinet to stow most of our food
since it offered plenty of room and is conveniently located
around the corner from the fridge. Additionally, the curbside
half of the bathroom has three self-closing drawers, a
tilt-out laundry cabinet and a vanity with storage. A spacious
countertop surrounds the sink, and a stylish and effective
light is hung over a mirrored medicine cabinet that is ex-
ceptionally deep. A wall-mounted towel ring is next to the
sink, and towel hooks are attached to the wall between the
bathroom and galley. There’s plenty of room to move around
freely, and keeping with the theme, there’s also a window in
the bathroom.
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Across from the vanity is a bathroom door, behind
where the toilet and shower dwell, that has a large
mirror and opens outward. Your RV mate will have to
remember not to bust out of the bathroom just as you
are scrutinizing yourself in the mirror. Heat registers
live at floor level by the vanity and below the shower
pan, so we had heat at our feet. A porcelain toilet is
set 20 inches off the linoleum floor, and the TP-holder
is handily located.

The shower’s heavy plastic curtain is set on a
track that angles outward at the top, adding more
room to the already spacious 19-inch-deep-by-33-
inch-long shower pan. Shelves for setting shampoo
bottles are truly functional, and with the skylight,
there’s 6 feet, 3 inches of headroom. The chrome
handheld showerhead with hose has multiple sprayer
settings and a shutoff valve. The bathroom’s electric
vent for pulling steam out has one setting, and there’s
a long wall-mounted towel bar.

OUTSIDE MATTERS

The 2465 has two lateral-arm awnings with one over
the entry door; between the two, they cover the length
of the trailer. Speakers, a bracket attached to the side
wall and hookups under lock-and-key allow for the TV
to be moved outside. The Lance is set up with 50-amp

Owners’ Take

Our original RV aspiration was a
Class A diesel motorhome, but com-
plexity, cost, size and the need to
tow an additional vehicle led us to
rethink our plan, so we decided to
look at travel trailers as an option.
A visit to the Hershey, Pennsylvania,
RV show last September afforded
us the opportunity to see hundreds
of models and options in the same
place. And with the sage input of
our family member and Trailer Life
Technical Editor Chris Dougherty,
we were able to better understand
what is involved with owning and
operating a travel trailer, since our
plan was to go full time.

We saw many attractive RVs at
the show, but when we visited the
Lance pavilion and explored the
new 2465, we were immediately
drawn to it. The construction quality
of the trailer was clearly at the
high end of what we had seen, and
the king-size bed was a feature we
could gladly live with. This travel
trailer had the feel of a comfortable
studio apartment. We were sold,
and right then and there decided
to purchase the show-display unit

rather than wait several months in
the production queue.

We have been full-timing for
about five months now and have
traveled from Massachusetts to
California. Criticisms? Not many. We
wish the trailer had more external-
access storage, but we have a cap
on our tow truck so that handles
our needs. Lance made some design
changes to improve this situation af-
ter we purchased our early produc-
tion unit. Our only other critique is
that the furnace delivers insufficient
heat to the bedroom area, which we
remedy with a space heater.

Overall, the 2465 is living up
to our expectations, and we look
forward to many more miles with it.
—Jan and Tom Dougherty

TAKE A TRIP

TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.

-~ ST RADIAL
Tire Sizes - Ply.Rating
ST175/80R13 - 6PR
ST185/80R13 - 6PR
ST205/75R14 - 4PR
ST205/75R14 - 6PR
ST215/75R14 - 6PR
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TEST / LANCE 2465

service, an outside water sprayer, a
Lippert SmartJack power A-frame jack
with battery-level indicator and hitch-
height memory, Dexter Nev-R-Adjust
forward self-adjusting brakes, 14-inch
Goodyear tires, electric stabilizer jacks,
park satellite, a solar-on-the-side plug
for portable solar-panel charging and
propane hookups. At the lowest point,
ground clearance is 10 inches.
Magnetic latches hold up the

exterior doors that access several
storage areas including a 22'2-by-
12'2-by-12"2-inch carpeted compart-
ment and a 12-by-19-by-5-inch metal

storage bin that was lifted from Lance’s

toy-hauler product. The main exterior
storage compartment is 5 feet long, 3
feet deep and 11 inches tall, and had
more than enough room for our camp
chairs, tables, hoses and electrical
cords. Valves for black and gray tanks

THETE:
/T\\g

Everything you need..from the top down.
See the complete lineup at thetford.com.
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are in separate locations, so you'll want
a wye connector when hooked up, and
there’s a black-tank flush.

The Lance’s heavy-duty ladder is
one of the sturdiest we've seen and has
wide supports for good grip. Checking
out the rooftop, we noted that Lance
uses EternaBond on the roof termina-
tion seams, skylights and vents — extra
insurance to prevent leaks. Lance offers
an optional Load Roof Rack system with
a 300-pound capacity for RVers who want
to bring along a kayak or other toys. The
test trailer had the optional third 5-gallon
LP-gas cylinder for those who like to
camp away from the crowd.

With the new-for-2019 29-foot,
5-inch 2465 model, Lance has created
an easy-Lliving trailer that brings the
sunshine inside with multiple windows
and provided us with contentment
and comfort in our happy place, the
outdoors. m

SPECIFICATIONS
2019 LANCE 2465

Exterior Length 29'5"
Exterior Width 8' %"
Exterior Height 10" 4" (with A/C)
Interior Width 7'10"
Interior Height 6'6"

Construction Aluminum-framed substructure,
laminated fiberglass exterior walls with

Azdel substrates and block-foam insulation,
one-piece crowned PVC roof and

high-gloss TPO front lower section

Freshwater Cap. 45 gal.
Black-Water Cap. 45 gal.
Gray-Water Cap. 45 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 15 gal.
\Water-Heater Cap. 6 gal.
Refrigerator 7 cu. ft.
Furnace 25,000 Btu
Air Conditioner (2) 13,500 Btu
Converter 55 amp
Battery Dealer installed
Tires ST205/75R14
Suspension Rubber torsion-bar
Weight (freshwater, water heater,

LP-gas full; no cargo) 6,790 Ibs.
Hitch Weight 840 Ibs.
Axle Weight (2) 5,950 Ibs.
GVWR 7,300 Ibs.
GAWR (2) 3,500 Ibs.
Cargo Carrying Cap. 510 Ibs.
MSRP, Base $47,407
MSRP, As Tested $58,044
Basic Warranty 2 years

Lance Camper
www.lancecamper.com/travel-trailers/2465
Circle 155 on Reader Service Card
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IT’S WILD OUT THERE.
When it gets too wild, we have
your RV covered. Basic plans
start at $125 a year with options
to add total loss replacement*
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Diesel
Down

Ford gambles on a half-ton diesel

pickup and scores big for RVers

- by Chris Hemer

AT s s a .’

t was probably about 10 years ago at a media event when
we asked one of the big-three marketing types about the
viability of a half-ton diesel truck. “It just makes sense,” we
protested. “We can’t understand why no one has done it yet.”
Our man smiled wryly. “It may be coming sooner than you think.”
We left with high hopes for a full-size truck with V-8 power
and V-6 mileage — but year after year, it didn't materialize. As it
turns out, consumers really weren't as interested as we thought
in an alternative powerplant, and bringing a diesel engine to a
new market can open a can of worms, something Fiat Chrysler
America (FCA] found out shortly after introducing the EcoDiesel-
powered Ram 1500 in 2014. Seems that the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA] raised questions about “alleged excess
diesel emissions and undeclared emissions software,” according
to a July 6, 2017, story in Automotive News. FCA resumed
production of the beleaguered engine that same year, awaiting
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certification that would allow it to sell EcoDiesel-
equipped trucks again. As of this writing, a diesel
option currently isn’t available on Ram 1500 trucks.

[t's safe to assume that the EPA, as well as
other environmental agencies, were on heightened
alert after Volkswagen'’s “Dieselgate” drama made
global headlines. We are not going to even suggest
that there was any wrongdoing on the part of FCA,
but one thing is certain: The whole debacle made
its competitors stand back and watch before intro-
ducing similar trucks of their own.

Ford made its move in the middle of 2018, intro-
ducing its segment-leading F-150 with a 3.0-liter
Power Stroke diesel V-6 engine and new 10-speed
automatic transmission. We were eager to get
hold of one to drive, of course, but also learn more
about this powertrain and how it can benefit RVers.

CREATURE COMFORTS

Platinum-level trim on the F-150 includes conveniences
such as heated and ventilated seats (heated rear), heated
steering wheel with power tilt/telescoping feature, Bang
and Olufsen premium audio, voice-activated navigation
and an 8-inch productivity screen.

—~—

UNDER THE HOOD
There’s always a little trepidation
on the part of consumers when
a “new” engine is introduced, but
strictly speaking, the 3.0-liter
Power Stroke isn’'t new. ltis a
derivative of an engine originally
manufactured by Ford Motor
Company for Jaguar/Land Rover
SUVs and has been in use in that
market for some 14 years now.
Bringing it to the U.S. market in
the F-150 was more of a natural
progression than a dangerous
leap. “Meeting emissions
standards is always challenging,
but we have a certification-

planning team that sets up the
project ahead of time to keep it
on track, so we didn’t have to face
some of the hurdles our compe-
tition did,” said David Ives, Ford's
diesel technical leader.

Given the engine’s origin in
a luxury SUV application, it had
to be strong, quiet and efficient.
Built in Dagenham, England, the
3.0-Lliter Power Stroke employs
a compacted graphite iron block
with cross-bolted four-bolt
mains, steel crank and rods,
cast-aluminum pistons and
aluminum heads with a double
overhead cam layout and four

MARCH 2019 / TRAILER LIFE
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valves per cylinder. A V-6 engine was
chosen over an inline design, not just
because it is easier to package, but
because it’s quieter. “The advantage
of aV-6is that it's closer to a cube
or sphere, as opposed to an inline
engine,” said Ives, “so for a given
3-liter volume, it doesn’t have as
many noise-emitting surfaces.”

The engine employs a 29,000-
psi common-rail fuel-injection
system and a single, variable-
geometry ball-bearing turbo for
efficiency and quiet operation. To
further reduce Noise Vibration and
Harshness (NVH), Ford’s research
team in Aachen, Germany (the
company’s European headquarters),
focused on areas like the combustion
chamber and piston-bowl designs,
and spent a lot of time on the cam
drive system to keep clicks and
rattles at bay. A diecast, structural
aluminum oil pan and specific
turbocharger tuning/plumbing also
contribute to the engine’s overall
refinement.

The engine generates 250
horsepower at 3,250 rpM™, and
440 LB-FT of torque at just 1,750
rRPM. Combine that with the new
10-speed automatic transmission,
and the drivetrain is ideally suited
to effortless towing. “When you
have more gears, especially when
trailering, it helps keep the engine
RPM right in a sweet spot where the
customer can use it,” Ives explained.
“The 10-speed is excellent for

34 TRAILER LIFE / MARCH 2019
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F-150 DIESEL ENGINE

The 3.0-liter Power Stroke diesel

V-6 uses one glow plug per cylinder
between the intake valves for imme-
diate starts in normal weather, and
minimal waiting in temperatures as
low as 20 degrees. Interestingly, the
engine also employs a mechanical

fan with an electronically operated
viscous clutch (similar to the one used
for Super Duty truck engines), instead
of an electric fan, which would seem
to go against the quietness objective.
“It's one of the things that lead to
excellent towing performance in hot
weather, as opposed to our competi-
tion with electric fans. The mechanical
fan delivers superior hot-weather
towing performance,” said David Ives,
Ford’s diesel technical leader.

keeping the engine in the optimum
RPM range and delivering the best
throttle response possible.”

BEHIND THE WHEEL
Hitching up the 29-foot, 5-inch Lance
2465 travel trailer and pushing the
accelerator for the first time, it felt
like there might not be a trailer there
at all. Low-speed tractability was
superlative, and the engine pulls
hard all the way to its shift point. We

The 3.0-liter Power Stroke is so quiet that
we had to remind ourselves that we were
actually testing a diesel. In fact, one of Ford's
unofficial benchmarks is what is called “the
McDonald’s Test,” or how much the engine
can be heard when a wall is right alongside
the truck.

recorded 9.3-second zero-to-60-MpH
times driving solo, and 18.31 seconds
with the 6,790-pound trailer in tow.

You might recall that in the
September 2018 issue we presented
an article headlined “Diesel Versus
Gas” that underscored the costs and
efficiencies of both engine types. Not
surprisingly, we found that it makes
financial sense to opt for a diesel only
if you believe its greater initial cost
will eventually be offset by better fuel
economy. In the F-150 Power Stroke,
this will theoretically happen more
quickly than a comparable F-250/350
Super Duty diesel-versus-gas
comparison, but there’s a caveat: Unlike
Super Duty trucks, where the 6.7-liter
Power Stroke can be had at even the
base XL trim level, the 3.0-liter Power
Stroke is available only when you opt for
a Lariat trim level or higher, which can
make for an expensive proposition.

The test truck, a 2019 F-150 4x4
SuperCrew in Platinum trim, rang in
at $69,570, but even an F-150 Lariat
with no options other than the 3.0-liter
Power Stroke will cost just shy of
$50,000. So, if you were thinking of
purchasing an F-150 XLT, for example,
you'd have to spend roughly $7,000
more for a Lariat to get to the $4,000
3.0-liter Power Stroke option. It's worth
mentioning that you can get a nicely
equipped Super Duty F-250 Lariat, with
a 6.7-liter Power Stroke, higher tow
rating and more capability for $58,685.

Clearly, though, the Platinum trim

PHOTOS: FORD



Omni-directional rooftop LTE WIiFi Router
Antenna with ceiling mount bracket

STAY ONLINE WHILE
EXPLORING THE WORLD OFFLINE

A new and smart solution which takes your RV experience to the next level. Furrion Access is
a LTE Wi-Fi Router and 360 degree signal reception antenna that receives stable VHF/UHF/FM
and AM frequencies. Use in tandem with our flexible data plans which come in six conveniently
comprised packages. Furrion Access makes it possible to stay online, while exploring the

world offline.

=URRIONACCESS

Discover more at www.furrion.com/access
*Terms and conditions apply

Furrion, Circle 118 on Reader Service Card
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TAKE YOUR BIKES WHEREVER
THE ROAD TAKES YOU.

JACK-IT

The Jack-IT’s innovative frame
design installs over the tongue
jack on the trailer’s A-Frame, the
softest riding area on the frame.
The BikeWing™ carrier holds two
bikes safely, securely and simply by
the wheels. The adjustable wheel
cradles and SwayStop™ straps
secure the bike wheels to the bike
carrier for a secure ride. Only 25
pounds, the Jack-IT is the perfect
bike carrier for the active RVer.

BUMP-IT

The Bump-IT™ accessory is a
must-have for any Jack-IT® bike
rack owner. The Bump-IT gives
Jack-IT owners the freedom of
transporting their bikes with them
wherever they go. With this simple
accessory, Jack-IT owners can
simply remove the BikeWing from
the Jack-IT and attach it to the
Bump-IT accessory on their tow
vehicle. When it’s time to leave
the campsite, simply reattach the
BikeWing to the Jack-IT,

and you’re ready to go.

1?

A/ .

\

For more information on Jack-IT
and Bump-IT products, please visit
lippertcomponents.com

00066
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FORD F-150 DIESEL

F-150 Power Stroke is designed for
a buyer who is used to premium
automobiles or SUVs and wants his
or her truck to behave like one. In
that regard, this truck delivers. Even
when you know it's a diesel, you can’t
detect any characteristic clatter,

and on the highway, it's as quiet as

a tomb. The heated leather seats,
part of the Platinum package, were
soft and supportive, and the ride was
good, whether towing or not. Some
other nice features of the Platinum
package include adjustable pedals
with memory, a power tilt/telescop-
ing steering wheel, Voice-Activated
Navigation, Blind Spot Information
System (BLIS), remote start and
much more.

Functionally speaking, the test
truck also came loaded with features
that make towing a trailer an effortless
proposition, even for the inexperi-
enced. The rearview camera with
Dynamic Hitch Assist lets anyone back
straight to the hitch the first time, and
once you're hooked up, the Pro Trailer
Backup Assist system lets you intui-

N LR
An‘abundance of low-speed torque;
transmission specifically calibrateda_,

for the diesel application; results in
an effortless towing experience. The :



tively maneuver your trailer. To operate, and well-mannered truck that is as
turn the system on by pushing a button at home on the morning commute

in the center of the dash-mounted as it is on weekend RVing trips with
knob, then simply take your hands off the family. If you've been searching
the steering wheel and turn the knob for one vehicle that can do it all, and
the direction you want the trailer to go. the budget allows, the F-150 Power
The vehicle's rearview camera reads Stroke Platinum SuperCrew 4x4 is
the position of a target sticker that the your truck.

owner places on the A-frame, giving the
system a reference point. As you turn
the knob, the steering wheel turns on
its own in relation to your inputs, and
you're backing like, well, a pro.

SPECIFICATIONS

2019 F-150 PLATINUM SUPERCREW 4X4

Fuel Economy, Solo 25.64 mPG

The optional 701A Equipment Group Fuel Economy, Towing 14.77 wre
($2,540) brings with it a 360-degree Engine 3.0-liter Power Stroke diesel V-6
“bird’s-eye view” camera, Active Park Horsepower ) &V
) . . ’ Torque 440 Ib-ft @ 1,750 rem
Assist, adaptive cruise control and a Transmission (speeds, type) Electronically
tailgate step, while the Tow Package controlled 10-speed
($995) adds a four-/seven-pin wiring ?X'Tgat'o 23631 :|1
harness, auxiliary transmission cooler, T?is A 275/55526
Class IV hitch receiver, the aforemen- Suspension, Front Independent double-

wishbone with coil-over shocks
Suspension, Rear  Leaf spring/solid axle with
heavy-duty gas-pressurized shocks

tioned Pro Trailer Backup Assist system,
upgraded front stabilizer bar and other
features. Power folding/telescoping

Brakes Antilock vented disc

towing mirrors are a $250 option. Tow Rating 10,300 Ibs.
For a pickup that can tow up to g\éwg 1;188 :Es

c g S.

10,390 pounds (as equipped), the F.-150 Length 203
Platinum is a remarkably well-furnished Wheelbase 157"
MSRF. Base $58,210

MSRP. As Tested $69,570

Warranty, Basic 3 years/36,000 miles
Warranty, Powertrain 5 years/60,000 miles

Ford Motor Company
www.ford.com/trucks/f150
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POWER AND PERFORMANEE
FOR YOUR DIESEL PICKUP
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RVING AND PADDLING

1T | n Mark Twain's colossal classic of
— I IAmerican literature, Huck Finn uses
a canoe to escape on the Mississippi
e River from his drunken, abusive father. The
T 1 Adventures of Huckleberry Finn proceeds
— with the young Huck engaged in an outlandish
sequence of experiences, eventually adding
a raft and a partner (Jim, a runaway slave) to
his canoe. Throughout the tale, the canoe and
the raft represent the means of escape from
the tangles of human civilization to a life of

freedom and ease on the river.

Should the adolescent adventurer of
Twain’s novel make a similar run to the river
in current times, his options in hand-powered

watercraft would span far more options than

Whether you row, row, row your boat or a traditional canoe. Scores of modern paddlers
balance atop an SUP, playing in the water tc‘;ke to the Watderb eaﬁh Springfanld -,

. . . . often motivated by the same feelings o
keeps you in shape while reveling in the health, independence and communion with

fresh air and Communing with nature nature that continually lured Huck Finn back
to the Mississippi. Some pa ut
others hop in kayaks or glide ater

standing atop an SUP (stand-up paddleboard).
— by Jack Ballard ) Muscle-propelled crafts have incr:%

opularity over the past decade for

For RVers they represent an escape to ﬁk‘
- Water without the logistic headaches often
~+ _accompanying-metorized watercraft. With
a canoe, kayak-or SUP, there’s no gas to buy,

g FUN IN THE SUN o e B i e
z For ease of transport, fitness and absolute ‘ F R N T ey s . O \OWINyTigesies:
3 fun, there’s nothing on the water better than Simply select the craft that best fits your RV
2 a hand-powered craft. And it's a great way setup and hit the water.

g to spend time with family. Here's a quick rundown of the options.
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RVING AND PADDLING

At the danger of oversim- i
CANOES plification, let’s start by noting SAFETY FIRST:
Despite the popularity of modern competitors in the that long, narrow canoes are PERSONAL
form of kayaks and SUPs, a traditional canoe remains generally easier to paddle on : FLOTATION

an ideal hand-powered craft for a number of reasons. lakes and ponds. However, §
Most models accommodate two paddlers, with enough they're more prone to tipping EEELX}ocf:aEnsoe,
room on board for gear, a couple of children and even and are harder to maneuver kayak or SUP should
a well-behaved dog. on streams. In addition, the i be equipped with an

My kids’ earliest introduction to paddling came when paddling characteristics of appropriate PFD. Because
my two boys were yet to enter kindergarten. | secured a canoe are affected by its § pa(.idling requires unre-
two small stadium seats to a length of plywood nestled “rocker,” which means the i stricted arm movement

. . .| that's not required with
in front of the center crossbar on our broad-beamed shape of its bottom. Canoes with i o osi0 ol motorized

Old Town canoe. There they rode in style on many floats rockers have a slightly wedge- boating, be sure to try on
down lazy rivers and angling excursions on quiet lakes shaped bottom (deeper in the your PFD before you buy. It
where they caught their first fish. center than the front and rear], | should fit snugly but allow

At the present time, one of my favorite paddling which make them easier to turn | the arms to move freely.
activities includes multiday camping and floating trips but harder to paddle. | [fitrides up under the

. . , ; . . i armpits, beware. A poorly
on rivers in Ne\{v York’s Adirondack Park. For those, my . Other buying §0n5|der- . ! fitting PFD can quickly
wife and | invariably take to our sleek, 17-foot canoe ations include weight, material i become as annoying and
that paddles quite easily on lakes yet maneuvers nimbly and load capacity. Generally uncomfortable as shoes
enough to navigate area rivers. It carries all the gear speaking, more expensive i thatare a size too small.

necessary for a comfortable camp and the family dog. canoes boast less weight and

What's not to like about a traditional canoe? greater durability. A low-priced family canoe may weigh 90
Prior to purchasing my own boat, | figured canoes pounds and cost $700. A $1,200 model may be constructed

were canoes. Once | started doing research before of lighter, long-lasting material and balance the scale at just

buying my own craft, | learned that there’s an almost 70 pounds. Is 20 pounds worth $5007? If you plan to use the

overwhelming number of options related to length, canoe on trips that require portaging (carrying the craft from

width, material, construction and shape — all of which
greatly affect the usefulness of a particular design.

WITH A CANOE, KAYAK OR SUP,
THERE'S NO GAS TO BUY, BOAT
RAMP TO WORRY ABOUT OR
TOWING HASSLES. SIMPLY SELECT
THE CRAFT THAT BEST FITS YOUR
RV SETUP AND HIT THE WATER.

Canoes can handle a fishing party and a dog (top), ferry a family and
gear on a multiday river trip (above) or be paddled solo (left).
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PHOTO: SHAWN SPENCE

one waterbody to another or around
river hazards such as waterfalls), it
certainly is. Otherwise, that's a question
best answered after you've hoisted your
boat on and off the top of your vehicle

a couple dozen times.

For my first purchase, | chose a
mid-priced canoe that was very wide
and relatively short. The width made
it safe and stable for my preschool
kids and easy to turn. However, it was
certainly tougher to paddle on flat water
(lakes). But we tended to spend most
of our time on calm rivers, so the craft
suited us just fine.

Juggling considerations of intended
use and load capacity (which is primarily
a function of width and length) are all
part of the equation when making an
intelligent canoe choice. Learning to
handle the craft is the next step. Instruc-
tional books and trial-and-error have
guided some adroit canoeists, but a few
hours of coaching via a class or experi-
enced mentor are the quickest ticket to
gaining the essential skills.

Of the three types of crafts, a
canoe is perhaps the most difficult
to transport. If you have a toy-hauler
camping trailer, a shorter canoe may
stow inside. Otherwise the easiest
means of transport is to put it on the
rooftop of the towing vehicle or trailer,
ideally on a roof rack.

= e B .

Toy-hauling trailers with garages make

it easy to take kayaks, canoes and SUPs
along, but lately, manufacturers have been
coming out with optional rack packages
for mounting them on the roof or side of
the RV, whether the RV be big or small. On
some adventure-oriented models, racks
come as standard equipment. Forest River's
Flagstaff Sports Enthusiast Package (shown
above) is one example. Permanently
mounted crossbars on SE folding trailers
secure a wide range of recreational gear.

The popularitﬁf
kayak fishing has
given rise to many new
designs and models.
KAYAKS
Kayaks have been around for at least 4,000 years, their origin tracing to the
aboriginal peoples of the far north. Quiet, efficient to paddle and capable of
handling rough seas, kayaks were used by Inuit and Aleutian peoples primarily
as hunting vessels, but also for general travel. Early kayaks were comprised of
animal skins stretched over a wooden frame. Nowadays, plastics, fiberglass and
other high-tech materials have replaced hide and wood in kayak construction.
Designs have also proliferated. From sit-on-top to traditional sit-inside

River offer racks for carrying 7
canoes and kayaks likethe ¢

with the Overlander Package.
Aftermarket companies also
offer toy racks that fit on RVs.

‘f*é'\

© Manufacturers such as Forest _
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models, kayaks come
in a dizzying array of
size, shape and color.
The choices are also

expanded by the many
inflatable kayaks that are
perfectly serviceable yet
store in a corner closet
or storage compartment

inan RV.

The same principles of propulsion efficiency in
the world of canoes also apply to kayaks. Shorter
hulls are more maneuverable but lack the gliding
efficiency of longer models for paddling on lakes.

In relation to hulls, sit-on-top kayaks (where the
paddler is not seated in the craft but on top of its
molded construction) are inexpensive and great for
casual paddling on lakes and easily navigable rivers.

Angling aficionados with a penchant for paddling

Inflatable watercraft,
like this kayak, are
completely functional
and fit easily in an
average RV's exterior

storage compartment.

Setup time goes
quickly, and you'll get
better with practice.

should take a hard look at kayaks. Numerous companies make fishing-
specific kayaks with astonishing capabilities for targeting everything from
small ponds to oceans. While kayak fishing, I've caught perch, pike, bass,
trout and numerous saltwater species, including an 8-pound trout that
came to net after an epic battle on Henrys Lake in Idaho.

Inflatable kayaks are an excellent choice for those who don’t want the
transportation hassles of a rigid hull. My wife and | frequently use a Hobie

WHERE TO PADDLE I

Hand-powered crafts
are capable of tackling
nearly any type of
waterbody if properly
chosen. However, you'll
have a more satisfying
experience if you're not
constantly on the look-
out for motorboats and
personal watercraft.
The wakes from these
can easily capsize
smaller craft, not to
mention the extreme
hazard of a collision.
Ideal locations for
lake paddling are those
with restrictions on
speed and/or motor
size for powerboats.
Some lakes open to
all types of boating
are not popular with
the motorized crowd,
perhaps due to a rough
road to the boat launch
or other factors, which

make them great for
paddling.

If you find yourself
at a destination with
lots of motorized use,
paddle at sunrise be-
fore the vast majority
of motorized users hit
the water. Beaches and
seashores can also be
attractive places to
launch with little inter-
ference from motorized
crafts.

Rivers, especially
smaller streams, tend
to see far less mo-
torized use. However,
even placid streams
sometimes contain
dangerous features
such as diversion dams
for irrigation. Make
sure you research the
segment of river you
plan to paddle before-
hand.

TRAILER LIFE / MARCH 2019
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banks

Fear no mountain—now you can conquer
them all thanks to Banks. For the climbs, our
famous Six-Gun® tuners give you huge, safe

G R AD E s power gains. Going down? Eliminate stressful

white-knuckle rides with our SpeedBrake®

AH E AD’ the patented device that slows down your
a

truck without using the brakes. Better get

NO WORRIES. Banks before your next trip!

Carl Verif - e David A. V

After installing the Six-Gun, | hit the road to set | have a 8,000 Ib. truck with a 12,000 Ib. trailer
the power levels. Holy crap, | couldn't believe and | have never had this much peace of mind
how much more power the truck had going when descending a steep grade. If you tow a
through the power levels and this tuner is CARB heavy trailer this is a must for controlling your
APPROVED! I'm stoked on this setup and wish downhill speeds and creating more safety.

we had put in this tuner years ago! | love my Banks SpeedBrake.

% REVIEWS

Banks Power, Circle 119 on Reader Service Card Prod fea rformance results vary by

banlsz = -55H bankspower.com
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RVING AND PADDLING

TO PADDLE
OR PEDAL?

A handful of companies (Hobie, Jackson
Kayak, Native Watercraft, Old Town and
Riot Kayaks) make kayaks and pedal
boards that are propelled by pedals
instead of, or in addition to, a paddle.
These are perfect for individuals with
shoulder or wrist injuries or issues that
may prevent sustained paddling, and are
ideal for fishing. They also offer flexibility
for moving over a distance. When your
upper body gets tired from paddling,
switch to the pedal drive, and vice versa.

mounted platform attached to the rear
of a camping trailer or motorhome.

inflatable for fishing while camping
from an RV. We also have two other in-
flatables residing in the garage. Though
inflatables are not as efficient to paddle
as rigid hulls with similar dimensions,
their portability makes them our
favored option when transportation
space is limited.

Kayaks with rigid hulls are typically
transported on a roof rack. Short kayaks
can sometimes be stacked on a hitch-

STAND-UP PADDLEBOARDS

The stand-up paddleboard is a
relatively new creation. In a rough
sense, it's nothing more than an
oversize surfboard with tracking fins
on its underside that is propelled with
a long paddle. When my brother-in-law
showed up at our lakeside retreat in

HWH" Towable App

Control from vehicle cab for easy hitching & unhitching!

For Smartphone or Tablet with Bluetooth
(Android Only)

New York's Adirondack Park with an
SUP a few years ago, | was skeptical.

It's now one of my favorites for paddling.
Our dog loves it even more. Percy
tears down to the shoreline every time the
SUP comes out, hopping on when it hits
the water in hopes of a ride. He balances
perfectly on its prow, scanning the water

for ducks or just enjoying the view.
SUPs offer more than just a delight-
ful experience on the water. Their
locomotion also provides a whole-body,
low-intensity workout that promotes
core strength and balance. It takes a
little more practice to become com-
fortable on an SUP than a kayak, but
once the basic skills are acquired, the
boards are super fun and surprisingly

HWH"® Towable App

Control HWH® Hydraulic Landing Gear
from your vehicle cab for easy hitching
and unhitching. Then, once you are
unhitched you can also control your
HWH® Hydraulic Leveling System.

Landing Gear

Extend

Camera not included. For more information on
camera please contact HWH Corporation.

CORPORATION A

HWH.com
1-800-321-3494

P> Google Play

Google Play is a trademark of Google Inc.

~SUPs utl-bodywo .
while pedal-powere ._watert':'ra#{top) Aya T —

HWH Corporation, Circle 124 on Reader Service Card
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easy on the arms and perfect for fishing.



From seashores to alpine lakes, stand-up
paddleboards (aka SUPs), have become the go-
to craft for an increasing number of paddlers
of all ages for an experience that comes as
close as you'll get to walking on water.

seaworthy, as attested by their surging
popularity.

Inflatable SUPs are the ultimate
when it comes to stowable watercraft.
Many take up about the space of a duffel
bag. Rigid SUPs are also very light-
weight in relation to other watercraft,
and their slim profile makes them easy
to transport. They're easily placed on a
roof rack. Some smaller models may fit
inside an RV for travel.

Camping lakeside? Be it a canoe,
kayak or SUP, a hand-powered
watercraft is just the ticket to more
fun, better fitness and a boatload of
treasured family memories.

e
GEARING UP

The following is a sampling of
manufacturers that produce useful
products for paddling.

Boardworks - SUPs and accessories
www.boardworkssurf.com

Earth River SUP - inflatable SUPs and
accessories
www.earthriversup.com

Grumman Canoes - canoes
www.marathonboat.com/grumman
canoes.asp

Hobie - kayaks, SUPs and accessories
www.hobie.com

iRocker - inflatable SUPs and accessories
www.irockersup.com

Isle - SUPs and accessories
www.islesurfandsup.com

Jackson Kayak - kayaks and accessories
www.jacksonkayak.com

Mad River Canoe - canoes and accessories
www.madrivercanoe.com

Native Watercraft - kayaks and accessories
www.nativewatercraft.com

Old Town - canoes, kayaks and accessories
www.oldtowncanoe.com

Riot Kayaks - kayaks and accessories
www.riotkayaks.com

Sea Eagle - inflatable canoes, kayaks,
SUPs and accessories
www.seaeagle.com

Wenonah Canoes - canoes and accessories
www.wenonah.com

FeN
&2 CURT ot

ECHO" MOBILE
BRAKE CONTROL

Echo™ wirelessy connects to the
driver's smartphone to control and
monitor all trailer brake activity.
Scan the QR code to learn more!

©0

WIRELESS BLUETOOTH TOOL-FREE
PORTABILITY ENABLED INSTALL

~ s

m. ‘

curtmfg.com | 877.287.8634 | [IEE
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RV ROUNDUP / FIFTH-WHEEL TOY HAULERS

il

Loaded with the latest features, the new fleet of fifth-wheels with rear gar

For most buyers, choosing a fifth-wheel toy hauler starts with the
garage and the recreational toys. After all, the requirements for
hauling a dirt bike in the back are very different from traveling with

a side-by-side UTV. Once the toys roll down the ramp, the garage can
double as a workshop, studio, bedroom or living room, depending on
the design of the trailer and the needs of the owner.

When shopping for a new toy hauler, the foundation is the most
important consideration. A good-quality frame, axles, suspension and
tires are essential. Weight and carrying capacity are other critical factors.

Gross vehicle weight rating (evwr) and hitch weight are key
because the tow limits of the truck and hitch must match or exceed
the toy hauler’s cvwr. For those who will be towing with a full

46 TRAILER LIFE / MARCH 2019

freshwater tank, the svwr minus the
unloaded vehicle weight (uw) must be
more than the weight of the water (8.3
pounds per gallon), plus everything you'll
carry, from food, tools and appliances to
RV upgrades and toys in the garage.

Size also matters. Long fifth-
wheels can’'t be accommodated at
some campgrounds, and large truck-
and-trailer combinations are difficult
to maneuver in tight spaces, including
many fuel stations.



KZ Venom 39MTK

The Venom 3911TK combines comfortable
living with a garage that is large enough
for a wide trail-style side-by-side. The
G-rated tires and three 7,000-pound-rated
Dexter axles can support 21,000 pounds,
although the Gvwr is 19,000 pounds.

Built on a traditional fifth-wheel drop
frame, the toy hauler has voluminous
basement storage. Water is in good supply
with a 112-gallon tank, and the sizable
black and gray tanks will support many
days between visits to the dump station.

The bedroom houses a king bed in
a slideout and ample closet and drawer
space. Windows face three directions, a
nice feature for watching wildlife wander
through the campsite before dawn. The
bathroom has a shower with a sliding
door and a linen closet.

The U-shaped kitchen offers plenty
of counter space and shares a slideout
with a convertible sofa. An opposing
slideout holds the 18-cubic-foot refriger-
ator and wall-mounted dining table and

freestanding chairs or optional theater
seating. A loft bed above the walled-off
garage opens into the living area, keep-
ing it free from fumes.

Slideouts allow some access to the
kitchen, bedroom and bathroom when re-
tracted, which is important for quick stops.
The fridge door opens just enough to grab
a bite with the slides in travel mode. How-
ever, the hydraulic slideout mechanisms
cannot be operated independently via
wall-mounted switches and instead rely
on an electronic touchpad or mobile-app
interface coupled with slideout selector
switches on the exterior of the trailer.

The easily lifted MORryde Zero-G ramp
door converts to a patio with an optional
railing and three-season door, extending
the living space. A Happi)ac package in the
garage with a power bed, two sofas and a
table is an appealing option. Three E-track
tie-downs anchor the toys, while 30- and
40-gallon fuel tanks keep the onboard
generator and toys gassed up.

Exterior Length .........ccocovviiviiciicce, 42'7"
Exterior Width ..o 8'5"
Garage Length...........cooovvveeveceeeecn 11"

Exterior Height... .
Interior Height .........ccoooevvviieccec 8'6"

Freshwater Cap. ... 112 gal
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. .. /93 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. .....oveveveeereeeeeeeieee e 14 gal.
UVW, Base.... 14,050 Ibs.
GVWR........... .. 19,000 Ibs
Hitch Weight .........cccoovvrvieeiiciiins 3,070 Ibs.
MSRP BaSE .......ooorveeeerreeeseiserniean $94,533

www.kz-rv.com

PHOTOS: MANUFACTURERS. FLOORPLANS: ROB ROY

Then there’s the style of the garage
to consider. An open-box trailer, which
combines garage and living space,
allows for a shorter overall length or
a longer garage, while an enclosed
garage helps keep dirt and fumes from
entering the living area. A reliable ramp
door and strong tie-downs for securing
the toys are crucial, and an onboard
fueling station can also be a plus.

Before buying any toy hauler, it
is essential to check the length, width

and height of the garage with a tape
measure to make sure your toys will
fit. Many toy-hauler garages are not a
simple rectangle but have narrower and
shorter areas due to a half bathroom,
side-patio wall recess or items placed
against the walls. On some models
the garage floor is angled for about a
foot inside the ramp door. Power sofas
raised to their highest position may
make the ceiling height too short for
loading some toys, and three-season

patio doors and railings can shorten
the length by as much as 16 inches.
You'll also want to confirm that there’s
room to exit any drivable toy after
parking it in the garage.

With these considerations in
mind, we profiled four of the latest
toy-hauling fifth-wheels, and spot-
lighted a dozen more, ranging from
just over 31 feet and $30,000 to longer
than 47 feet with a price tag north
of $180,000.
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ATC Aluminum Toy Hauler

ATC earned its stripes building aluminum-sided
trailers for hauling cars, motorcycles and snowmo-
biles. The company’s fifth-wheel toy hauler offers a
massive 9,700 pounds of cargo capacity and has a Gwr
of 21,000 pounds, towable by most properly equipped
late-model one-ton trucks. The 25-foot-plus open-box
garage can handle a Jeep Rubicon, or a four-seat and
two-seat UTV, as well as kayaks, bikes, folding boats
or other toys. An optional wall encloses the garage.

ATC builds its own aluminum frames, cabinetry, and exterior, interior and
ramp doors. Some modifications of the basic floorplan are possible, as well as
interior and exterior color choices, and there’s a wide array of options. Standard
features include an 8-cubic-foot two-way refrigerator, a two-burner cooktop
and a queen bed with a pillow-top mattress.

The ramp is rated for 4,000 pounds, and an optional all-weather ramp-door
patio enclosure adds 64 square feet of living space. An optional “escape door”
on one side makes it easy to exit the garage after loading a wide vehicle in the
garage. Airline-track tie-downs recessed in the extruded floor ensure the toys
are secure in transit.

Construction is all-aluminum, eliminating the risk of wood rot. Cabinetry
and drawers are painted aluminum, and the entire floor can be power-washed,
which comes in handy after a rainy weekend on muddy trails. The 200-gallon
freshwater tank and optional outdoor shower make it possible to wash down
the toys while dry camping, and the 36-gallon fuel tank keeps them on the go.

Although ATC's current fifth-wheel toy hauler has no slideouts, which
makes for a lighter trailer, future models with slides are in the works.

Exterior Length ..........coeevevevieiieee e 413"
Exterior Width
Garage Length
Exterior Height
Interior Height
Interior Bedroom Height ...........ccooveiieiiccininci. 6'2"
Freshwater Cap. ......ccoeveverieiineieecnen, 200 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. . .45 gal./45 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. .....ocvrecieiieierieeeeeeneeis 14 gal.
UVW, Base... 11,300 Ibs.
GVWWR .............. ...21,000 Ibs
Hitch Weight ........coveeiicccce 3,000 Ibs.
MSRP, BaSE ..o $93,940

www.aluminumtoyhauler.com



T

Forest River
Cherokee 255RR

Taking your favorite toys out camping
doesn’t mean you need a big diesel tow
vehicle. With a evwr of 11,615 pounds
and no slideouts, the Cherokee 255RR
can be towed by most three-quarter-
ton pickups and a few half-tons. The
aluminum-sided toy hauler accommo-
dates a four-seat side-by-side in its
14-foot-plus garage and can carry up
to 4,771 pounds, all for a modest base
price around $30,000.

All the vital amenities found in
larger, more expensive toy haulers are
present in this more basic open-box
model. Up front, generous closet
space and overhead cabinets flank a
walk-around queen bed, and two large
windows make the bedroom light and
airy. The bathroom features a radius-
stall shower, and a skylight and roof

BEFORE YOU BUY

Use a tape measure to
check the length, width
and height of the garage
to verify that your toy(s)

will fit. The dimensions
given by manufacturers
are nominal and may be
off by a few inches or more.

vent with a large exhaust fan bring in
plenty of natural light.

The kitchen has a surprisingly
large walk-in pantry with floor-to-ceiling
shelving. The two-way refrigerator
supplies 6.3 cubic feet of chilled storage
(an 8-cubic-foot upgrade is available)
and is accompanied by a three-burner
cooktop, a standard RV-size oven, a
microwave and a range hood. A residen-
tial faucet with a spray nozzle tops the
large single-bowl sink. Countertops are
solid surface, and a folding table adds
more dining and food-prep space once
the toys roll down the ramp.

Twin opposing sofa seats fold
down in the garage and are backed
by good size windows with snap-on

O _/

blackout covers. Modest freshwater-
tank capacity is easily replenished from
jerry jugs with a gravity-fill freshwater
intake, and toys are held securely with
welded D-rings screwed into the floor.
The ramp-door patio takes the fun outside.

Exterior Length ........ocovveeeveieieeeeececees 3
Exterior Width ..o, 81"
Garage Length........cccccovvveieieiceceeccee 14'3"
Exterior Height.......o.ooevceieeeeececcees 13'5"

Interior Height .......oouvveeeeeieiee e 8'6"
Freshwater Cap. ......cccoovvvveeveveieeeeees 46 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. .........cccocvvunnn. 38 gal./38 gal.

[P-Gas Cap. ..o 10 gal.
UVW, BaSE......ooeeiccceeee s 6,844 Ibs.
GYWR oo 11,615 Ibs.
Hitch Weight ..o 1,415 Ibs.
MSRP Base ..o $30,253

www.forestrivering.com
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Fifth-Wheel Toyland

From production-line models to custom builds,
the latest toy-hauling fivers offer more than a
ramp door and a place to park recreational toys

DRV Full House JX450
Atriple-tube steel frame reinforces the fifth-
wheel overhang joints on DRV's luxuriously
appointed fifth-wheel. Safety and durability
are enhanced with disc brakes, three Dexter
8,000-pound-rated axles, 17.5-inch wheels
and MORryde’s Zero-G ramp door.

Keystone Raptor 427

A new model for 2019, the Raptor 427 features a substantial [|V|ng space EXterior Length ..o 45:
and a practical garage underneath the large 68-by-76-inch bed frame in gf'/r\?nge LONGHN o 2400[”;2
the rear master bedroom. A wardrobe slideout opens up the bedroom, VSR BASE ... $138,866

and the bed raises to provide ample headroom in the enclosed garage www.drvsuites.com
that fits a motorcycle, ATV, golf cart or bicycles.

For DIYers, the garage space could easily house a freestanding
workbench with drawers for tools, a better solution than storing them
in hard-to-reach places in the basement. D-ring tie-downs are rated
for 1,500 pounds each, and two 30-gallon fuel tanks keep the generator
and motorized toys running.

The inviting galley is situated upstairs in the fifth-wheel overhang. Dutchmen Voltuge 4
For those on kitchen duty, the front cap contains a picture window made L-shaped seating and a TV that lowers to
of automotive glass that gives a bird’s-eye view of the outdoors. Counter reveal the window behind it make the living
space is immense, ideal for cooking or entertaining. The elevated kitchen area comfortable without sacrificing garage
Exterior Length ... 17 is open to the.li.ving rogm below, and space. The kitchen sports g huge pantry, and
Exterior Width . g @ cleverly positioned dining counter the Zero-G ramp-door patio is a plus.
Garage Length........ .9 2" overlooks the downstairs.
Extel:ior Helght ________ 136" The comfortable l|v|ng area has Exteriorts:gttﬁ ............................................................... 44‘15:);:
Interior Height ........coooviiiii 7" : : arage e
FreshwatergCap. .......................... 10689;. ample geatlng for thre.e couplgs with GVWgR ------- 9 ........ 20,000 Ibs.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. .....38 gal./76 gal. convertible loveseats in opposing MSRP BaSE ......vuveeieiciiieieieeeeee e $90,461
LP-Gas Cap. .ooovveeveveoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 14gal. slideouts and a pair of recliners www.dutchmen.com/voltage
gm,RBase .............................. 15,025 Ibs. opposite the entertainment center.

19,000 Ibs. Three Dexter 7,000-pound-rated

Hitch Weight .....oooee oo 3,725 Ibs. . . . Genesis

axles and G-rated tires provide a solid
MSRP, Base ........cccovevvveieenne $114,917 . p Supreme 28CR
www.keystonerv.com foundation.

With a short but spacious |
open-box layout, the
wide-body 28CR offers two optiona
a nearly 16-foot garage and a 100-gallon
freshwater tank. At just 12 feet, 11 inches
high, it is more streamlined than most
toy-hauling fifth-wheels.

Exterior Length ........c.ccovveevieceeceeeee e 31'6"

RE Many of the fifth-wheel toy haulers shown here exceed 40 fet_et‘ Garage Length ..o 15' 10"
Uy Be sure to check state laws where you will be traveling to verify GVWR . 13,800 Ibs.
that you can legally tow such a long trailer for private use. MSRP BASE .......ooovvoeereeeeeeeee oo $53,396

www.genesissupremerv.com
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Take HD-TV on any

Small footprint is perfect
for RV living!

Enjoy DISH’ Pay As You Go Programming
with the Wally Receiver!

DISH Wally® HD Satellite Receiver #87758 With DISH® Pay As You Go
Club SALE $79.99 Reg. $89.99 programming*:
e Pay only for the months you use
USER-FRIENDLY FEATURES! e Compatible with all DISH-specific
* Works with any DISH® satellite e Easy access to your favorite apps antennas and most mobile satellite
antenna to bring you Pay As You Go and streaming content like Netflix antennas
Programming (requires streaming membership e Only DISH lets you watch your favorite
e Radio frequency remote can be used and Wi-Fi Adapter) shows in HD
inside or outside the RV, through the * Additional Wally™ accessories * No charge to start or stop monthly
wall up to 200 ft. away available including: Bluetooth adapter service
* Locate your missing remote with the and headphones, Wi-Fi adapter and * Programming for as little as $37.99
remote finder additional remotes per month!

Hurry, offer expires February 24, 2019. Call Camping World at 1.877.793.4801 to activate your DISH programming!

*Important Terms and Conditions: All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice.

Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment
upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers. Offers
subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

CAMPING WORLD d:sh

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1877.793.4801 | CampingWorld.com /shop  autHorizep retaiLer

Dish Network, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card
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Grand Design Momentum 350G
A generous enclosed 14Y2-foot garage

in just under 40 feet of overall length and
a modest price tag are standout features
for the 350G, one of two fifth-wheels

in Grand Design’s new lighter-weight
Momentum G-Class lineup. A HappiJac
power bed in the garage and a loft bed
join the queen bed up front (a king is

. R . GYWR e
opt|onal]. Living space is traded for the MSRP BaSe ......cvuveiirieieiees
convenience of a second bathroom. www.granddesignrv.com

Exterior Length ......cooovevvieeiieciiei
Garage Length........cccooviveincniinicnnn.

............... 39'9"
............... 14'6"

16,995 Ibs.

........... $56,541

WDH with Adjustable Sway Control

¢ No need to grease bars
» Easier hook-up
¢ Quiet operation

- : A =
L Sum
Top-loading spring
hars. Simply drop in.

NEW!

4-Way Mounting Option

FYIL,

Adjustable frame placement and

compatible with both top and
bottom mount couplers.

Weight Distribution
Just Got Better

N
Ask your RV dealer about
Recurve today!

121 Landmark Drive
Greensboro, NC 27409
800-334-2004 / www.camco.net

Universal Brackets

Since 1952
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Heartland Road Warrior 4275
A'long toy hauler with a 13-foot
enclosed garage, the 4275 supports
comfortable living with rear and

side patios, and rides on Dexter
7,000-pound-rated axles and G-rated
tires. A clever half-bathroom wall in
the garage folds back for wider toys.

Exterior Length ........cocovovevoiieieeceee 44'1"
Garage Length........cccoovevevceicceeeeeceeeeea 13'
GVWR .o 20,000 Ibs.
MSRP BASE ......c.ooovveceeeereeeee e $90,418

www.heartlandrvs.com

Ideal for big toys and big gatherings,
the 42-foot-plus 383H offers a 15-foot
enclosed garage, a bath and a half, and
a sizable 5,525 pounds of claimed cargo
capacity at a relatively modest price.

Exterior Length ........cccovoveevoiiececeee 42'2"
Garage Length........cccoovevevceieceeeeeceeceeea 15'
GVWWR ............. 18,000 Ibs.
MSRP BASE .......ooovveeeeeeveeree e $67,418

www.highlandridgerv.com

Jayco Seismic 411
Sporting rear and side patios, two
bathrooms and a raised kitchen with
extensive counter space, the 45-foot-
plus 4113 offers plenty of living space

to go with its 12"2-foot enclosed garage.
Triple 7,000-pound-rated axles help
carry the load.

Exterior Length ........cccovoveveiiececceee 45'7"
Garage Length.......cccooevevvceeieeeeceeee 12'6'
GVWWR ............. 20,695 Ibs.
MSRP BASE .......oovveeereeerreeeeeeeeeeee e $105,450

Www.jayco.com




New Harizons Summit S41IKT3S
Built on an in-house frame with indi-
vidually controlled hydraulic slides,

the elegantly appointed, four-season
S411KT3S has a 10-foot garage, Dexter
axles and a 30-gallon fuel station.
MORryde independent suspension and
disc-brake upgrades are available.

Exterior Length ..........ccooooveveieececcecee 43'8"
Garage Length.........ccoooeveveieieeecieceeceeee e 10'
GVWR ..o 23,000 Ibs.
UVW L 18,100 Ibs.

Base MSRP ... $174,400

The RV Factory Luxe Toy Hauler
Luxurious and very long, the Luxe boasts
3-inch insulated walls, upgraded frame
specs, Dexter 8,000-pound-rated axles,
H-rated 17.5-inch tires and disc brakes.

Exterior Length ..........cccovovevevcececceeee 47' 3"
Garage Length.........ccooevoveveeececceeee 14'5"

GYWR .o 24,000 Ibs.
UVW e 18,600 Ibs.
Base MSRP ... $183,707

T "‘”ﬂr-“éi'? Ag_.
Sundowner 2286 SGM

Sundowner builds its own frames, doors
and ramps. At just 102 feet tall, the

2286 SGM has a streamlined gooseneck
design. Buyers can customize a standard
floorplan or design one from scratch.

Exterior Length ..........ccccovevevcececceeeeea 38'6"
Garage Length
GVYWR ..o .
MSRP, BaSE ...
www.sundownertrailer.com

- -

Space Craft
Design possibilities are limitless on
offers budget-friendly custo Space Craft's custom high-end toy

haulers that stretch from 24 to 46 feet,  haulers, built on an in-house frame.

including wheelchair-accessible Lengths range from 28 to 57 feet;
models. Each floorplan is uniquely larger models are beyond the towing
crafted for the individual customer. limits of light-duty trucks. Pricing
Average price per linear footis $1,400.  averages $5,100 per linear foot.
www.dunesport.com www.spacecraftmfg.com

BAUER‘F.

PRODUCTS

www.bauerproducts.com

KEYLESS ENTRY

FEATURING ALSENTIS HHS TECHNOLOGY —
THE BEST TOUCH TECHNOLOGY IN THE WORLD

BAUER NE

* Retrofittable in most RV entry doors - easy to install.
* Programmable with a 4-digit PIN number.
- Solutions available for motorized applications.

MORE GREAT PRODUCTS FROM BAUER!

— .r w
LS
5 o] A

7-WAY PLUG KEEPER SCI PADLOCK LP TANK LOCK

P

Coupon Code: In honor of 60 great years
BAUERG60 at Bauer, online only:

www.bauerproducts.com 10% off $25 or more
866.682.2837 20% off $50 or more
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- by Bob Livingston

DESIGNED FOR RV USE, THE CLEARSOURCE WATER-FILTER SYSTEM,
BUILT INTO A HEAVY-DUTY METAL HOUSING, REMOVES UNWANTED

CONTAMINANTS

Water is the lifeblood of any RV. Without this precious
resource, it would be impossible to offer self-containment,
and even though most owners take water for granted, and
love the convenience, it can lead to acrimonious feelings.
While water seems to be fairly unobtrusive, underlying factors
can lead to bad taste, odor and even system failures, not to
mention serious human illnesses.

Outside of water softeners to control total dissolved
solids, many owners resort to filtering water that is fed via
a campsite hookup or when filling the onboard tank. Most
common are 10-inch canisters that use replaceable filters.
Shade-tree mechanics typically resort to Rube Goldberg-style
“engineering” when it comes to building suitable supports
for these canisters. It's not unusual to find milk crates and
buckets modified to hold the canisters upright. They work, but
Clearsource, a Southern California company that specializes
in water filtration, has turned this process into an art form.

The company builds and markets premium water
systems designed specifically for RVs. Single-filter systems
for RVs are helpful, but the use of two p
cartridges offers much more protection.

WATER FILTRATION

Product

Clearsource Filter System
Difficulty &
Cost $275-$350

Handling two connected filters can be cumbersome, which
encouraged Clearsource to house them in a stout chassis
that's practically bulletproof, and to complement the system
with high-end fittings and solid canisters.

Two oversize 10-inch canisters are mounted in a powder-
coated, 15-inch-tall by 14Y:-inch-wide by 7'2-inch-high metal
chassis that exudes strength, which makes it somewhat
bulky and seemingly heavy to manage. There’s no flex to the
chassis, and it can be positioned on the ground with total
stability. After only a few uses, and transferring from the
storage compartment to the ground, it became apparent that
this heavy-duty system will undoubtedly last as long as the
RV, and was actually easier to handle than expected.

The kit includes sediment- and coconut-shell-activated carbon-
block filters. A plastic wrench, supplied with the system, is used to
remove canisters and access filters. 2) The filter must be seated in
the bottom of the canister for proper operation and to prevent leaks.

\ .
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NUTS AND BOLTS
The anatomy of the Clearsource system is

impressive. Stainless-steel fittings mate the

two canisters and offer corrosive-resistant
connections to the water hoses. Buttress
threads and large O-rings offer a leak-free
environment for the canisters, which can

be tightened and removed with the provided

plastic wrench. It's not necessary to over-
tighten the canisters, and the filters must
be seated properly to prevent leaks.

Two high-quality filter cartridges are
preinstalled in the system, which can be
ordered directly from the company and
shipped in rugged boxes. The leading
filter is formed by a thermal-bond process

Standard-size 10-inch filters will fit in the canister. Here, a new sediment filter
is placed in the canister. Filter packs that include a sediment and carbon-block
cartridge are available from the company for $29.95. Filters are rated at 2,000
gallons, which should serve casual RV travelers for a year. 4) Heavy O-rings provide
a tight seal, but they can drop out easily when the canister is turned upside-down
or on its side. The canisters will not seat properly and leak profusely if the O-rings
are not in place. Replacement O-rings are available from the company. 5) Buttress-
thread canister housings are mounted to the chassis and connected with high-
quality stainless-steel fittings. Canisters can be attached easily, without binding.

without using adhesives or binders. It's designed to remove sediment
down to 5.0 microns. A four-layer structure does a good job of retaining
particles, and after a short while it was evident, upon a visual inspection,
that this media removes a large amount of unwanted contaminants like
silt and sediment.

The filters are made of 100 percent polypropylene that meets FDA
CFR Title 21 requirements for use with food and pharmaceuticals. The
second-stage filter employs
acid-washed coconut-based
activated carbon. High-purity
coconut shells and the 0.5-
micron rating ensure that
pesticides, cryptosporidium
and giardia cysts will be
removed from the water,
according to the company.

The filter combination
makes it possible to drink

The company recently improved
the system by adding stainless-steel
rotating fittings for connecting
the hoses. 7) Before using the
new system the first time, or after
replacing the filters, water must be
flushed through a faucet until it runs
clear. 8) Hooking up at RV parks with
high concentrations of iron in the
water leaves telltale “rust” stains.

Rust-colored staining on the hose
inlet fitting was evident after only
a few days. The fitting on the outlet
side was clean, which is attributable
to the rust-inhibiting filter used
in lieu of the sediment filter while
visiting the RV park.
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~#The versatility of the Clearsource
external system is unsurpassed when
it comes to water filtering and condi-
tioning. For example, we spend time
in RV parks in the Midwest where the
water has a high concentration of
iron. Consequently, “rust” staining
makes a mess of the sinks, shower
stall and toilet. Clearsource offers
a rust-inhibiting filter that does a
commendable job of reducing staining.
We tested this filter over a period
of one month and experienced virtually
no staining. Previous visits to the area
resulted in a toilet replacement and
sustained scrubbing (think hard work)
with products designed to remove
“rust” staining. The rust-inhibiting
media temporarily replaced the sed-
iment filter while we were hooked up
to the iron-heavy water. This filter sells
for $19.95.

After one week in service, the
rust-inhibiting filter was stained
badly, while the carbon-block cartridge
remained clean. There were no signs
of rust staining on the sinks or toilet
during the test period.

water from the tap, with reasonably
good taste and sans odor; ultimate
purification will require a separate
system designed for controlling con-
taminated water that can lead to serious
illnesses. Products to achieve this level
of purification are available in the mar-
ketplace, and the water typically flows
through an independent spigot, rather
than supplying the entire house, which

Now available in double,
triple and quad step
configurations!

Threshold panel
behind the top step

to protect the trailer
sidewall from damage

13" XL top
tread depth
that hold up
against the
elements

Y/
8.5" lower
tread depth

4
Extendable legs and feet
I contact the ground for
1 maximum stability

The Lift Assist strut keeps
the SolidStep from dropping
completely when disengaged
from the door-jamb.

The heavy-duty gas strut
system that takes the weight
off of the SolidStep makes it
virtually weightless when it is
released to the ground.

Because of the Lift Assist strut,
the weight of the SolidStep
allows for minimal effort

on lowering. Lowering the
SolidStep with Lift Assist can
even be done with one finger.

Lift Assist Kit compatible with all
generation 3 triple and quad SolidSteps.

MARCH 2019 / TRAILER LIFE

Lippert Components, Circle 129 on Reader Service Card

(3]
~N



H,O0 ON TAP
.

would not be practical.

Clearsource rates its filters to produce
2,000 gallons of water before needing
replacement, so the filters can be used ef-
fectively for the entire water system. Under
normal conditions, with typical use of an RV,
that should provide coverage of up to a year
before replacing the filters. Full-timers, like
ourselves, will likely replace filters every
two or three months, although we found
them to last quite a bit longer. Replacement
filter packs sell for $29.95.

TESTING THE WATERS

Longer use of the filters may lead to a
reduction in pressure, which is tested at
the factory at 40 psi; flow rate is 6 gallons

per minute. To test pressure consistency, The onboard filter system (left) is quite a bit smaller and lighter than the external model.

we ran the filters for six months, which far  It's designed to be mounted in a utility compartment. It should not be installed in a storage

exceeds recommendations, and experi- compartment because of possible water leakage from burst hoses or worn gaskets.

enced no significant drop in water pressure. =TT
Storing the filters between trips is very simple. Non-use out of the fittings. If the filters will be unused for a month

for up to two weeks requires no maintenance. We drained the  or longer, the canisters should be drained and the filters

water before storing the system in an outside compartment placed in dry storage. Once water is reintroduced, the filters

to prevent sloshing during travel. This was accomplished by will reactivate. Those who prefer to sanitize the canisters

turning the chassis on its side and allowing the water to flow after long storage can use cleaning tablets sold for hydration

Order Now & Save!

The largest collection of new RV mode‘l‘ls in the marketplace — all in one handy volume

2019 GOOD SAM RV BUYERS GUIDE

Completely Revised & Updated for 2019 « More Than 600 Listings

1-800-366-5767 * rvbuyersguideorder.com

Send me atotalof ___ copies of the 2019 Good Sam RV Buyers Guide for only
$7.99 plus $2 shipping and handling per copy. Total Payment due: $
QA Check or money order made out to Good Sam RV Buyers Guide enclosed

U Charge my: 0 Visa W Mastercard Q Discover W American Express
Account # Exp. Date

Signature

Name
Address

City State Zip

Available to US and Canadian residents only (U.S. funds only). Canadian residents add $4 for shipping.
. . L Publication date is February 2019. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Sales tax will be added in the
ﬂ’m“ 2 following states, as applicable: IL, IN, KY, ME, MI, OK, PA, SD, WA and WI. JWBQ 2019 RVBG TL1903

% Clip out and mail to: 2019 Good Sam RV Buyers Guide, P.O. Box 9291, Oxnard, CA 93031
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bladders popular with hikers and
bicyclists.

Owners concerned with possible
theft can run a cable through the
chassis and lock it to a logical place

After only a few uses, it became apparent that this
heavy-duty system will undoubtedly last as long as the
RV, and was actually easier to handle than expected.

on the RV frame.

Although the hose fittings on
the original test system were fixed and worked well, the
company now provides improved rotating counterparts that
make hookup even easier. It also improved the washers to
prevent them from falling out when the hoses were removed.
Quick-connect couplings speed up the hookup process, and
owners should use quality fittings to prevent unintentional
disconnections.

OUTSIDE OR ONBOARD

As an external system, the Clearsource filters and chassis can
be placed virtually anywhere outside the RV. It's always best
to locate the filters out of the sun, which can be accomplished
easily by scooting the system under the RV. It should not be
used inside a compartment since a burst hose or bad gasket
can lead to water damage.

Owners who have room in their utility compartment can
consider the company’s onboard system that’s designed to
be mounted on a wall. Using an equally stout chassis, albeit
much smaller and lighter, these kits are available in two-

or three-filter arrangements. The two-canister onboard
system uses the same filters that are packaged with the
external chassis; the three-canister product comes with
an additional 0.2-micron filter that provides another layer
of water cleaning.

Those who have room for three canisters can integrate
a rust-inhibiting or other type of filter into the system,
depending on conditions. A sulfur-reducing filter is available
for $19.95, and a deionizing product that reduces dissolved
solids to almost zero sells for $39.95. Deionizing filters have
limited capacity and are really designed to prevent water
spotting when washing a vehicle.

Two-stage onboard systems sell for $275, and the three-
filter configuration has a $350 price tag. The external system
retails for $275.

Owners who appreciate high-quality products will enjoy
using the Clearsource filter system. In most cases, bottled
drinking water can be removed from the grocery list, and
those who gloated over their homemade filter supports will
have no problem making the switch. Sorry, Rube.

Escape Trailer Industries

Proudly built in British Columbia, Canada

YOUR

FUTURE
ESCAPE

¢ Single Molded Fiberglass Shell

¢ Retains Value

¢ Lightweight

¢ Customizable interior color selections

e Select Options to enhance their style of camping
e Canadian Made

escapetrailer.com | 855-703-1650

MARCH 2019 / TRAILER LIFE

Escape Trailer, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card



-~ by Chris Doughert;

PACBRAKE'S AMP AIR-SUSPENSION AND MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
PROVIDES APP-CONTROLLED LOAD LEVELING AND UTILITY AIR
WITHOUT IN-CAB COMPONENTS

Loaded vehicles tooling down the
road with the back end sagging

is not a pretty — or safe — sight.
Not only does it look bad, but it
adversely affects the handling of
the vehicle. When the back end of
a vehicle drops, the front becomes
unloaded, reducing downforce on
the steering tires, which can lead to
loss of control. The headlight beam
also raises, which can decrease

visibility for the driver and impact
oncoming traffic.

Truck engineers assume a
truck won't be loaded all the time,
so they design a suspension that
can withstand a rated load without
resulting in a harsh unloaded ride.
A prime example is a 2017 Ford F-350
test truck with tiered springs in the
rear and overload springs that come
into play to handle the full-rated

load, leading to a drop in the rear
when a load is placed in the bed.
Leaf springs are made up of a
master leaf plus tiered or stepped
leaves that add carrying capacity
and move/flex under load, giving
a better ride. Rebound clips hold
the leaves together, so they act as
a whole. In the case of heavy-duty
pickups, engineers often add
overload springs on the top and

Ford's new Super Dutys are
pretty congested underneath,
and it took some time to find
a spot to mount the Pacbrake
Amp pump on the F-350. The
only option that allowed
reasonable protection for
the pump was to position it
on one of the cab-floor cross
members. Holes were marked
and drilled before installing
Nutsert threaded inserts to
bolt the pump.
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on-the-go adjustability at a premium. In
addition to front-to-back adjustability, air
suspension can be adjusted from side to
side to give more support to one side of
the vehicle if it is heavier than the other.
A relative newcomer to the add-on
air-suspension market is Pacbrake, a
company known for its engine-exhaust-
brake systems that are frequently found
on diesel engines. Pacbrake’s Amp
division offers an airbag kit that, with the
addition of a compressor, tank system
and electronic controller, becomes a fully
automated, adjustable system that doubles
as a compressed-air source for filling tires,
rafts and other inflatables, operating small

bottom of the spring pack, which take
up weight as the truck squats when it
is loaded. While this works, especially
for temporary loads, it can make for
a miserable ride with prolonged loads,
like hauling a truck camper or towing,
not to mention looking like the Joad
family while driving down the road.
Many products on the market act
as load levelers, and each system has
its benefits and weaknesses, which must
be contemplated by the vehicle owner
before installing. Some inexpensive
systems technically work but result in
a permanently harsh ride, while others,
like some air-spring systems, offer

The Nutserts were treated with anti-seize lubricant to prevent corrosion. Alternatively, the
components can be mounted in the bed of the truck. As the pump is very noisy and gets hot,
installing it in the cab is not recommended. 5) Installing the air tank required finding a suitable
location on the outside of the frame, drilling and tapping the holes, and bolting the tank to the
box-beam frame. If the truck has a C-channel frame, the tank can be secured with bolts and nuts.

The first step in installing the air springs is to remove the factory jounce bumpers and install the
included speed nuts. The factory jounce bumper mounts are not used, because they are just slightly
off. Brackets and fittings are assembled as directed. 7) The bracket system will vary depending on
the truck; here a spacer on the jounce bumper strike plate and U-bolts around the factory lift block
were installed, as well as long cap bolts down around the axle. It will be necessary to move items
and readjust during the process. Take your time to make sure the pieces are assembled correctly
and the installation makes sense. Tighten everything to the indicated torque values.

PHOTOS: CHRIS DOUGHERTY AND PACBRAKE

AIR-SUSPENSION SYSTEM

Pacbrake Amp
2
10 hours

$449.16/Air Spring Kit
$414.46/0Onboard Air Kit
$615/Wireless Air Spring Controls Kit

Product

Difficulty
Time to Install
Cost

pneumatic tools or sounding air horns —
all managed from a smart device.

There are a number of choices when
it comes to installing an air-spring
system. Buyers can opt to install only
the Amp Air Spring Kit. Each airbag has
a Schrader valve for adding or removing
air using an external source. While
inconvenient, this does work, provided
there are no leaks or changes in the
vehicle weight profile, in which case,
you'll have to go outside to readjust.

For convenience, a built-in or
portable compressor can be used to
fill the springs on the go. In its purest
form, this is still a manual operation,

© THREE-OF-A-KIND KITS

The Pacbrake Amp system consists of three
separate kits. Vehicle-specific airbags are part
of the Air Spring Kit, which includes brack-
ets, tubing and Schrader valves for manual
inflation. The Onboard Air Kit includes a
tank, pump, wiring, tubing, pressure switch,
quick-disconnect fitting and drain valve. The
Wireless Air Spring Controls Kit comes with
wiring, relay and mounting hardware. Even
though most parts and supplies are included,
you'll also need anti-seize lubricant and addi-
tional hardware, depending on how the pump
and specific components are mounted. Heat-
shrink tubing and various crimp connectors
will also be needed for the installation.
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RV Armor Lifetime
Roof _ -

leak and
worry-free

FOR LIFE.

© Lightweight: Seamless, and
maintenance-free

©® Convenient: Don’t Move! We'll
come to you and install your
new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.

© Affordable: Less expensive than
a traditional roof replacement

©® Permanent: Lifetime material
and labor
warranty.
Tracked by
the VIN #

www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-182-1667)

RV ARMOR is a Federally
Registered Trademark

of RV Armor, Inc.

All Rights Reserved.
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SMART AIR

using a fill hose from the
compressor and a gauge.

Lastly, an automatic
pump and tank with a
controller can be installed,
which not only allows
suspension adjustment
while driving but also
monitors pressure and provides air
for things like air horns and an air-
hose connection.

Controllers vary by type and
complexity. Legacy controllers mount
inside the cab of the truck and have a
power switch for the pump, a control
or valve for both airbags and one or
two gauges to show the pressure.

Pacbrake’s Amp Wireless Air Spring
Controls Kit completely changes the
paradigm in onboard air systems. No
longer are long runs of air line and
wiring into the cab necessary. And
there’s no need for gauges and a control
panel, which take up space and create

If the bottom bracket starts to bend, stop and recheck
everything. We ended up inadvertently catching a bracket
on the axle, which messed us up. Also, torque the U-bolt
first, then the long cap bolts.
sealant taped and threaded into the ports in the air tank. The
placement of the fittings depends on the placement of the
tank. The drain/relief valve must be installed pointing down
for condensation to drain out of the tank.

Some fittings have to be

an increased likelihood of malfunction.
Instead, the company has designed a
controller, pump and tank system that
can be installed under the truck and is
managed by a mobile app on an Apple
or Android smart device.

Installing this system is not for
the fainthearted. The installation on
the Ford truck took 10 hours at a Ford
commercial truck center with lifts and
extensive equipment, including access
to Ford’s online shop manual with
wiring diagrams to show where to tap
into the accessory wiring harness.

When all is said and done, the end
product was worth the effort. The fully

When purchasing the Pacbhrake Amp system, buyers
choose Android or Apple 10S. Switching platforms after installation

requires replacing the main plug-and-play control module.




Bl W

The Wireless Air Spring Control unit is
designed to mount underneath the truck
on the frame rail. Large U-bolts, brackets
and a mounting plate are included. A more
protected location would be desirable, but
options were limited since the F-350 will be
used for hauling truck campers as well as
towing trailers. We'll monitor the condition of
the system and clean it as needed. All of the
connectors, valves and harnesses are sealed
against water intrusion. 13) Heat shields are
included with the Air Spring Kit and clamp on
pretty quickly. 14) The wiring harness requires
connections to a battery and the ignition.

16° Fishing Boat

Goes 17 mph & Packs in Your RY!

b

Patent Pending
Sea Eagle FishSkiff 16

*16long x 54" wide

*Weighs just 101 Ibs. (hull only)
*Holds 2 people (900 Ibs) or up to
1765 Ibs of people & gear

* Inflates & sets up in 10 minutes

v Itis stealthy, stable and sleek
v Itholds 1 or 2 anglers and all their gear

v It goes up to 17 mph with just a 6 hp motor

v It takes nearly zero draft & goes anywhere

v It has pedestal 360° swivel seats & rod-holders

v It storesin a closet or on a shelf

v It packs in car trunk, RV, SUV or truck

v Itinflates & assembles in just 10 minutes FF’z I;Zt‘;bgftl 6 hffﬁf'pa.dty *M.;’mzu" t; 17 mph
v It doesn't require a trailer or docking fees 602 4,4 1 fts in atrailer & packs to ust
. 60"x24"x12
v It costs pennies to motor all day
. . >
1-800-944-7496 for information SERERGLE (o Dept TLO39B

w95 st or Visit SeaEagle.com

19 N. Columbia St., Ste 1, Port Jefferson, NY 11777

THE ORIGINAL

Equal-i-zon,

SWAY CONTROL HITCH

The best performing
sway control hitch
on the market.

READERS’
CHOICE
GOLD
AWARD
WINNER

2012 - 2017

The best protection for your journey.”

EqualizerHitch.com

800-478-5578
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@HMP WIRELESS CONTROLS
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© TAP THE AMP

The Amp interface on the smart device is easy
to use. Once the controller is paired with the
device, it will connect and disconnect via Blue-
tooth automatically. It is possible to inflate or
deflate one or both air springs simultaneously.
Three presets can be programmed for different
loads. For example, when loading a truck
camper, just tap the programmed number,

and it will automatically adjust.

SMART AIR

9
1
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Finding an ignition hot circuit in this truck was a bit complicated. Access to the Ford shop
manual online showed a connection point for the Body Control Module in the passenger-side
A-post. 16) A factory grommet in the floor was used to route the wiring under the carpet to the
A-post. The wiring was properly stripped, twisted and sealed with heat-shrink tubing to ensure
a long-lasting connection. 17) All of the air lines were routed and connected appropriately.
Pacbrake includes an air port and bracket for attaching an included accessory hose. It was
mounted on the passenger-side running board where it was hidden but accessible.

adjustable, weather-resistant, iPhone-controlled air-leveling system provides
instant air-spring inflation, thanks to the onboard air tank, and works flawlessly.
Additionally, a quick-disconnect port makes it easy to hook up an air hose for
inflating tires and the like.

The air springs have a six-month warranty to the original purchaser, and the
brackets and air-management system are covered for two years. The Amp Air Spring
Kit for the test truck sells for $449.16, but the kits start at $366.68, depending on
vehicle application. The Onboard Air Kit (HP10164) has a 2'2-gallon steel tank and
a $414.46 MSRP. The Wireless Air Spring Controls Kit (HP10316) sells for $615.
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The convenience of never again having to
stop and manually slide your 5th wheel
hitch for tight turns! A Demco Autoslide
5th Wheel Hitch makes your trip easier, so
you have more time to enjoy the get away!
Demco has your needs covered: 13K, 18K,
and 21K models available.

="

Doing Our Best to Provide You the Best
www.demco-products.com « 800.543.3626




Find the perfect RV
for your next getaway.

Reimagined and better than ever *
with more than 13' of garage
storage in every floorplan.

Micro Minnie Fifth Wheel

The perfect companion for the popular
mid-sized category of trucks.

Minnie Drop

| Aerodynamic, easy towing, and now
| [ \ available in a dual-axle floorplan!
2] ! See them all at Winnebagolnd.com

L
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»

WINNEBAGO

The Way To Go™

©2019 Winnehg ries, Inc.
i

+
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— by Chris Dougherty
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WIFIRANGER'S ROOF-MOUNTED SKYPRO HELPS ENSURE

AN ENDLESS STREAM OF DATA

t wasn’t too long ago that people went camping to get
away from it all, to disconnect. Many RVers still do exactly
that. However, times change, and recent studies by the U.S.
Department of the Interior and Kampgrounds of America
indicate that wireless internet and phone access is essential
for many of today’s RVers, especially the younger generations.
Indeed, internet access is no longer considered a luxury. It's a utility.
And, while the National Park Service and private RV resorts have
recognized the need for better connectivity, the reality is that it's
tough to get a suitable connection in a busy park today.

Nothing frustrates people quite as much as seeing a strong
Wi-Fi signal indicated on their device, and not being able to get a
strong enough connection to use internet services. This happens
a lot on the road. The cellular companies are providing improved
wireless data service, but it's still pretty expensive, and plenty of
remote areas that RVers frequent don’t have good service, or the
service is with an alternate carrier. So, connecting to public Wi-Fi
is still the better option in many situations. Not only do many
businesses offer free Wi-Fi for customers, but service providers
like Comcast Xfinity supply local and even citywide hotspots for
subscribers, and, in theory, get home-strength internet service.

WiFiRanger was one of the first to market a Wi-Fi repeater

system for the mobile environment, and its products
are now being included as standard or optional
equipment right from the factory. Installing one

in the aftermarket is a pretty straightforward affair,
and, after extensive testing, we've found it's definitely
worth the effort and expense.

WiFiRanger offers several units, including
the SkyPro Pack, which has a 1%2-mile range and
a $449.99 MSRP, and the Elite AC Pack FM with
a 2-mile range and $749.99 MSRP. We tested the
SkyPro Pack, which supports multiple internet
connections and is ideal for RV use. A SkyPro LTE
Pack, with a built-in LTE cellular transceiver, is
available for an additional $200.

The inside router is dual-band for the SkyPro
and Elite models. While the Elite systems are gigabit
transceivers inside and out, the size of the solid-
fiberglass antenna makes rooftop mounting more
of a challenge in an RV environment, not to mention
the added cost. If you need the ultimate in speed
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¢ The WiFiRanger
SkyPro Pack comes with
the.major components
for installation right
from the/box: Full sup-
port:and tutorial videos
ré'available on the

(provided that 5.8-GHz networks are nearby), then an Elite system is preferred,
and the antenna can be installed on the roof, ladder or TV-antenna mast. The
SkyPro Pack has a 2.4-GHz transceiver, which offers the greatest distance and
current compatibility with Wi-Fi systems but is limited to 450 to 600 Mbps. This
is considered a good speed for most RVers.

The SkyPro Pack’s external roof-mounted transceiver is a small, attractive
white box with a clear lid that supports the Flex-Guard antennas. LEDs inside the
box indicate operational status and produce a cool glow at night, which can be
disabled if desired.

The inside router is fully configurable and broadcasts on both bands, so
connecting to it is simple, and is secure once the setup process is completed,
creating a private Wi-Fi network. Setup is pretty well automated, and connecting

[SETTING IT UP 1-4 |

To mount the roof unit, select a spot
on the RV's roof that provides a clear
space around it to avoid interference. Also,
consider where you'll be dropping the
cable and running it to the router. Fasten at
least two of the screws into the structure,
if possible, and use butyl tape under the
screw flange and appropriate self-level-
ing sealant on the roof. The router
was mounted behind the TV after drilling
straight through into the fireplace cabinet.
A Winegard cable clamshell was used for
the installation and sealed with butyl tape
and Alpha Systems TPO roof sealant. %) The
unit comes with a 12-volt DC and a 120-volt
AC plug adapter for convenience. The 12-
volt DC adapter can be used when boon-
docking. Here, the core router is mounted
on the wall, behind the TV, because of easy
access to 12-volt DC power. This installa-
tion also gives access to the ethernet and
USB connections, and devices can sit on
the mantle or adjacent countertop.

WIRELESS SIGNAL BOOSTER
WiFiRanger SkyPro Pack

Difficulty L5k
Time to Install 2 hours
Cost $449.99

Product

to a new external Wi-Fi source is as easy
as connecting to the router, logging on to
www.mywifiranger.com and selecting and
signing on to a Wi-Fi source. Of course,
the system can be custom configured,
if the user wishes, and mistakes can be
undone by restoring factory settings.

If you're in a campground or populated
area, Wi-Fi will be your best bet. If you're
in a more remote area with good cellular
service, a mobile hotspot or smartphone
can be connected via USB to feed the
system, using your data plan. And if you
own a seasonal site that has cable TV and
dedicated internet access, an ethernet port
on the router allows that connection as
well. As they say, all roads lead to Rome —
or in this case, the World Wide Web.
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CONSTANT CONNECTION

5 Wi-Fi

Wi-Fi o= =

Northampton KOA Guest

CDD iPhone i Ul @ =

[TESTING IT OUT 5-9 |

The WiFiRanger SkyPro
was tested in a campground
at the farthest point away
from the office. While the campground had other access points,
the connection had little to no throughput because of the weak
signal. There were no other Wi-Fi connections available. 6) Then
we powered up the WiFiRanger and connected to it, and logged
on to the core router. 7) The control panel shows the available
connections. Note that the campground signals indicate full
strength, including the secure office signal. 8) After entering
the password, we were online. 9) Back at the office in the city,
the device was tested again. We named our office network , . )
Marconi Wireless, using an ASUS router. Note the WiFiRanger The SkyPro's rooftop antennas are resistant to branches but certainly
control-panel signal strengths versus what the MacBook Pro not immune to damage. As always, care must be taken to avoid
wireless signal strengths were inside the RV. The “finitywifi” overhanging branches and other obstructions.
hotspots are citywide hotspots. The computer sees one; the
WiFiRanger sees nine and could connect to all of them.

IERERETLILE T
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Provides jerk-free starts

MORryde)) e . 3" fore/aft travel and 11/2"
w4 side to side travel

« Maintenance-free

+ Uses 100% natural rubber
shear springs that absorb shock

« The rubber spring works in a
horizontal planar motion for
an overall smoother cab ride

* See MORryde for the
Rubber Pin Box fit chart.

Unique Rubber
Shear Spring

.com - 5742931581 | f YT €

MORryde, Circle 131 on Reader Service Card

TRAILER LIFE / MARCH 2019



CAMPING
WORLD

CLUB
MEMBERS

CLUB SALE [

Sl 1 97 4/"Hx 2/i"W x /"D

Indoor Temperature & Humidity
Station #115525

Uses 2 AAA batteries (sold separately).
Reg. $14.99

CLUB SALE

$'| 897

BEST SELLER!

Heavy-duty RV Wash

& Wax, Gallon #19909
Formulated for fiberglass,
metals, poly finishes, rubber
Vvt and wood. | Reg. $31.99

|
14' Reach

CLUB SALE

qggw

10'/2' Telescoping Ladder #69450

Lock into place then telescope to compact size
for easy storage. One-touch release. OSHA and
ANSI approved. | Reg. $249.99

12'/7' Telescoping Ladder (not shown) #69451
Club SALE $289.97 Reg. $361.99

capacity

250 Ib.
capacity

CLUB
MEMBERS
STARTING AT CLUB SALE
$24°7
Reg. $35.99
Padded Quad Chairs
« Ultra-comfortable padded quad chairs are a step up from
standard bag chairs

« Carry bag included
A.Blue #86922 Club SALE $24.97 Reg. $35.99
B. Deluxe, Tan #86921 Club SALE $29.97 Reg. $44.99

CLUB
MEMBERS

177/8"W x29"Lx 25"H
CLUB SALE

$7997

NEW!MAC Double Decker Folding Wagon #601891
Adjustable handle telescopes up to 30". Two mesh
bottle holders. No assembly required, opens and
folds in seconds. Includes storage bag. | Reg. $99.99

CLUB SALE

$'|7999

FRIENDSGFAMILY

CLUB SALE
S 837
Bio-Pak® Toss-ins, 10-pack

Tropical Breeze #82136  Alpine Fresh #27871
Use one packet per 40 gallon tank. | Reg. $13.99

CLUB
MEMBERS

CLUB SALE

$3 597

TastePure Water Filter, 2-pack #90936
Greatly reduces bad taste, odor, chlorine and
sediment. Lasts up to 6 months. | Reg. $59.99

Operates from 175°F
CLUB to 650°F 16,500 BTUs
MEMBERS

Save

367 sq. in. cooking surface

Vector Gas Tabletop Grill with Smoke Tray #86915
Features two independently controlled

6500 BTU burners plus a 3500 BTU smoke tray burner.
20 lb. propane tank sold separately. | Reg. $214.99

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.857.6625 | CampingWorld.com/Shop
To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL

©2019 CWI Inc. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Incs trademarks are expressly prohibited. Al rights reserved. CW018335




More For
GUARANTEED? YOUR TRADE FINANCING

*Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. *Savings based on MSRP and are not inclusive of tax, title, license, prep, freight and dealer
doc fees (STK# 1536318). Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in AR, CA, FL, GA, LA, MS, OH, OK, OR, TX, TN, WA, or UT). tApplicable on exact unit only from same state as participating Camping World RV
Sales or FreedomRoads dealer. Customer must present valid buyers order signed by management of competing dealer and proper documentation detailing specs, options, and vin# of advertised unit. Outdated or expired
advertisements or offers do not apply. Full disclosure of trade must be made. Inventory and floorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the
nearest authorized dealer. Contact your area dealer for availability. Vehicle identification numbers posted at dealership. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only.
May not be combined with any other offer and not applicable to prior sales. Offer(s) valid at any Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. (c) 2019 FreedomRoads, LLC. The CAMPING WORLD
logois aregistered trademark of CWI, Inc. and used with permission. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc’s trademarksis expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. Offers expire 2/28/2019. FROI8182-1218



% [ FEATURED |.
o FLGORPLANS |

FAMILY FRIENDLY
TRAVEL TRAILERS

STARTING AT

S PER

MO.*
Lightweight ¢ Bunkhouse ¢ Sleeps 6 « Interior Speakers

Council Bluffs, IA « MSRP $18.906 « Now $12,999" « Stk#1479991 « Based on 15% down @ 6.99% APR for 180 mos.

LUXURY
FIFTH WHEELS

STARTING AT

*225:.

Dinette Slide « Residential Features ¢ High-End Kitchen ¢ Exterior TV Hook Up

Harrisburg, NY  MSRP $44,321 « Now $31,000" « Stk# 1511392 « Based on 15% down @ 5.99% APR for 180 mos.

CAMPING WORLD

866-9-RV-CENTER | RV.com/TrailerLife
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You make the priceless memories,
we'll pay for the pricey repairs.

We recognize that time spent traveling with your family is precious and unexpected

repairs can jeopardize your travel and road trips. That's why we cover the needs
of vehicles but more importantly the real people that make them part of their lives.

The open road is all about freedom.
At Good Sam ESP, we care about your f;eedom to choose.
Choose your plan == s e —Smes :
Choose how you pay, monthly, quarterly or annually

Choose your repair center Z;Lﬂp more Waz% bt

Choose when to renew or cancel , goodsamintro.com ITrailerLife

Good Sam ESP is more than
a warranty, it’s peace of mind.

1.877.273.9004 | goodsamesp.com/tl =
! Extended Service Plan

All program benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Terms & Conditions. ESP is available to U.S.residents only. Designed for the Good Sam
Club by Affinity Brokerage, LLC. (C)2017 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Good Sam and the Good Sam Icon are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC.
Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLCs trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. SOL ADTLMARCH GSP56183 - 1218
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TECH HANDS ON

BRAKE TIME

CURT ECHO TRAILER-BRAKE CONTROL
PROVIDES UNIQUE PORTABILITY AND
SMARTPHONE INTERFACE

- by Chris Dougherty

One of the biggest issues with towing a
trailer is equipping the tow vehicle with a
brake control when the vehicle isn't equipped
with a wiring harness from the factory. Often,
in later-model vehicles, a connection point is
provided for a harness, but finding it can be
complicated and time consuming. And it's not practical to
install a brake control in a vehicle that may be used to tow
a trailer only once.

Curt, a name familiar in the hitch-equipment circles,
has introduced a device that is completely portable and uses
Bluetooth technology and computerized wizardry to provide
proportional brake control when towing trailers. It simply
plugs into the round seven-way flat-blade trailer connection
on the rear of the tow vehicle and is controlled via a smart
device, albeit at a cost.

The completely weatherproof module operates using a
triple-axis motion-sensing accelerometer, and the Android
or i0S device becomes the controller for the driver. The

MOBILE BRAKE
CONTROL

$26184
Difficulty.. &£ &
Setup.. 15 minutes

Conmect to Controfler
via Blugtooth

e

accelerometer detects stopping and incline, just like the
built-in brake controls, and results in smooth stops.

The smart device hosts a dedicated app that allows
the driver to adjust the power, gain and other settings for
multiple vehicle-trailer profiles, which makes transfer
between vehicles about as easy as it gets. No wiring is
required, nor the need to mount brackets to secure a box
under the dash, which can get in the way.

To operate, the brake control requires a 12-volt battery-
charge line to be active in the seven-way receptacle. In
some vehicles, the charge line is switched off until the
system senses that the power cord is plugged in or the
tow/haul mode has been activated. The 2018 and newer
Ford F-150 requires the tow/haul mode to be active, and
in some 2015 to 2017 F-150 trucks the 12-volt DC power
may turn off when in park or during gear shifting, which
is incompatible with the Echo. In these cases, a dedicated
12-volt DC charge line needs to be installed directly from
the battery. Otherwise, it is a matter of plugging it in and
following simple directions for downloading the app and
mating it with the smart device.

PLUG, PLAY AND PRESS

1) The Echo device is simply inserted into

the seven-way receptacle. A card is included
with the security pin, or you can find it under
the cap. In most vehicles, the controller

will power up as soon as it is plugged in.
However, in some cases, the tow/haul mode
will have to be activated after connecting the
trailer cord. 2) The Echo installs upside-down
in the Ford seven-way receptacle but is still
plenty usable. The LED is facing down instead
of up but s visible in a reflection. 3) The Echo
app has light and dark themes to coincide
with day and night. The large dot in the
center is the manual brake-activation button.
The colored band around the dot is a visual
representation of the brake power setting.
When the dot is pressed, the power moves
up to 100 percent of the maximum adjusted
output and is indicated on the bottom of the
screen. There is also a sensitivity adjustment
for fine-tuning.
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Park It 360, Circle 133 on Reader Service Card

~N
I

HANDS ON

The app stays resident on the screen,
provides system updates and acts as the
manual trailer-brake activation button.
Here's where additional costs come into
play. The smartphone or other device
will need to be mounted to a windshield
or other suitable place where reaching
the screen is convenient during an
emergency stop or anytime manual
brake control is needed, such as in
a sway event.

For the test, the Echo was plugged
into the factory receptacle on a 2017
Ford F-350. When connecting the trailer
power cord to the brake control, it was
necessary to put the truck in gear for
12-volt DC power to be present in the
seven-way plug. Once done, however,
the unit worked as designed.

An iPhone 7 Plus was connected to
the truck via Ford’s Sync 3 and Apple
CarPlay, which assumed control of the

PARK YOUR TRAILER WITH EASE!

Our simple, lightweight, battery-powered trailer dollies are great
for mixed terrains, tight corners, and up to a 6% grade. With weight
capacities ranging from 5,000 |bs to 15,000 Ibs, their versatility
makes them the perfect addition to your traveling toolkit.

TRANSFORMER 15K UNIT
BALL MOUNT & FIFTH WHEEL

PARKIT360.COM

1-888-926-5517 - SALES@PARKIT360.COM
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4) Portability is the
primary feature of
the Echo, allowing
the user to set
multiple vehicle
and trailer profiles
and easily move
the device from
vehicle to vehicle.
The profiles can be
renamed as desired.

iPhone and took the Curt Echo app off
the screen. We tested it with Maps,
Messages, Music and Phone, and, in
every case, those features superceded
the Echo app. If the driver needs to apply
the trailer brakes in an emergency,
such as a sway event, he or she may be
prevented from doing so quickly while
hunting for the app and relaunching it.
With the iPhone disconnected from Sync,
all other Bluetooth connections were
disabled when the Echo app is active,
making the iPhone dedicated to the Echo.

Also, the smartphone will have to be
plugged into a charging source adequate
enough to equalize battery consump-
tion, since the screen is on all the time.
However, for folks who benefit from the
vehicle-to-vehicle brake-control por-
tability, this is a minor inconvenience.
If the Echo had some kind of Bluetooth
button or level for the cab that interfaced
with the smart device, this would be an
awesome brake control.

All the settings are resident on
one screen, including the manual
brake activation, brake current level,
maximum output, sensitivity and a
day/night screen-theme button. Once
the system is set up, the trailer-brake
settings are configured in the same
manner as a traditional brake control.

MSRP for the Echo is $261.84, which
can easily be justified by the portability
and convenience. The Curt Echo is
ideal for folks who change tow vehicles
and trailers frequently, or motorhome
owners not wanting to go through the
expense and time to install a full-wire
brake control. The Echo has a limited
lifetime warranty.
© Curt Manufacturing
www.curtmfg.com/part/51180



(&) Good Sam Club

save MORE?

EXCLUS

for Members at All Camping World,
Gander Outdoors & Overton’s Retail Locations!

Save up to 10% Members-Only
EVERY DAY SPECIALS & COUPONS Installation DISCOUNTS

DOUBLE Early Access to Good Sam
DISCOUNT DAYS | EVENTS & PROMOTIONS | Product Protection DISCOUNT

PLUS, MEMBERS SAVE ON FUEL, CAMPING & MUCH MORE!

Not a Member? JOIN TODAY!

Call 1.800.234.3450, visit any retail location or GoodSam.com/Club

Good Sam Clubmembership benefits,p ionsand/or special offers are subject to change without prior notice. Some benefits, products and services offered by the Good Sam Clubmay not be available toresidentsin certain states or outside of the U.S. Somerestrictions apply to certain
benefits, visit GoodSam.com/Club for details. © 2018 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAMICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC's trademarks s expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.
GS018625



TECH 10-MINUTE TECH

L]

ROOM K
TO SLIDE )

After having to reposition my fifth-wheel when discovering
that | could not fully extend the slide without hitting the power
pedestal, | made an indicator. | got a piece of 2-by-2-inch
wood that is about 6 inches longer than the distance from

the extended slide to the outside of the fifth-wheel’s tires,

and | painted it red. Once | place the indicator on the ground
between the pedestal and the campsite, | can tell just where to
back my fifth-wheel into position. | drilled a couple of holes in

2-BY-2-INCH WOOD
PAINTED RED

m

the 2-by-2 so | can add landscape spikes to raise it, if needed,
so it’s more visible when parking on grass.
Gale Carlson, Lake City, Minnesota

Picture Perfect

O We like to have framed photos (camping-related, of
course!) gracing the otherwise uninteresting walls of
our travel trailer, but they didn't always stay put. Glass
in photo frames is relatively heavy and breakable. To
solve that problem, | cut suitably sized sections of
clear plastic from the lids that come on supermarket
trays used for sheet cakes and sandwich platters,

and replaced the frames’ glass with the plastic. The lids usually yield a usable flat piece
that’s about 10 by 12 inches. They're not necessarily optically perfect, but they're light and
virtually unbreakable.

We attach the pictures to the RV's walls with hook-and-loop fasteners, which doesn’t
always stand up well to heat. To keep the hook-and-loop secured, | staple each piece to the
wall at the top of the frames with a household stapler in the “tack” position. The hook-and-
loop material has always peeled off without damaging the walls, and the staple holes are so
small they're barely perceptible.

Mike Gleason, Bangor, Maine

DIY Skylight Shade

O To keep the sun from heating up the bathroom in
my RV, | made a cover for the large skylight above the
shower using a solar windshield shade. | cut the sun
shade to fit around the outer edge of the skylight. Then
| used 2 feet of hook-and-loop fastener and cut it into
small lengths with the two sides attached. | peeled

off the back from each piece and attached them to

the outer edge of the skylight, and then attached the matching pieces to the rim of the sun
shade. Now | have a skylight shade that can be removed and replaced in seconds.

Robert Sutton, Slatington, Pennsylvania

6‘ TECH ED TIP

= For safe power at
campsites, be sure to
check the integrity
of the electricity at
the RV park’s power
pedestal before
plugging in your RV.
A miswired pedestal
can cause severe
accessory/appliance
damage and possibly
even a fire. The

best way to prevent
this is to use an RV
power-management
surge protector that
recognizes reverse
polarity, open
neutral and open
ground, plus keeps
the power off when
problems exist. A
good multimeter can
provide the above
information, minus
surge protection.
—Chris Dougherty

To submita DIY tip, email 10minutetech@trailerlife.com or write to Trailer Life, 10-Minute Tech, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036.
Provide a selection of good-quality high-resolution photos. Trailer Life will pay $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas. All payments require an SSN or FEIN.

ILLUSTRATION: ROB ROY. PHOTOS: MIKE GLEASON, ROBERT SUTTON
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APRis fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate
as of January 7, 2019. See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and
loan amounts below $15,000.

Now may be a great time to refinance your current RV loan to lower your monthly payments! You can also
finance a 2008 model year or newer RV when you purchase from a dealer or a private party seller.

1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 586
TTY:1-800-659-5495

GoodSamRVLoans.com/586

Processing fee of $399 waived for refinance applications submitted by March '3'1', 2019. Official -feés suéh as state title, state registrat'i'on, FL doc stamp fee -
and/or UCC filing fees will apply.

2Minimum FICO Score of 740 required. FICO scores below 740 or for loan amounts more than $50,000, a down payment will be required. See website for details.

3Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate) based on 7 year loan term; individual rate may vary by loan amount, loan term, vehicle use, model year and type of RV.
Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. Rates and terms may vary with market
conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid for 30 days.
Full-Timers do not qualify for this offer; see website for Full-Timer rates and terms. RV must be 2008 model year or newer; for RV model year 2008 to 2009,
add .25% to above rates. Maximum loan term is based on loan amount. Maximum loan amount is calculated using an advance percentage determined by FICO score.
RV collateral value established using NADA wholesale value (without adds) including mileage adjustment (+/-); multiplied by 110%. Refinance example of a
recreational use RV loan: A $55,000 loan for 7 years with an APR of 4.69% has 84 monthly payments of $769.38 each.

Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. Doing business in South Dakota as Bank of the
West California. NMLS ID # 19116.

GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly
prohibited. All rights reserved. GRL56041 - 0119

Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender. =Y ©2019 Good Sam Finance Center.
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"@QD SAM REWARDS VISA ':;'
CREDIT(CARD. ..
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4000
UR NAME

The Good Sam Rewards Visa® was designed to reward outdoor;enthusiasts on

their adventures - from loading up on camping, outdoor and boating gear, gas to
J ! u'v get to your destination, campground stays and everythingalong the way.

FOR EVERY $1SPENT'
REWARDS POINTS REWARDS POINTS REWARDS POINT
For every $1 spent on purchases For every $1 spent at gas stations For every S1spent everywhere
at our family of brands' i and private campgrounds across the else Visa® is accepted
— CAMPING U.S. and Canada’? :
GRS canoer

verton's q'-lgl'lfSE ﬁ A T? D

REDEMPTIONS START AS LOW AS 1,500 POINTS

Redeem points for cash back as a statement credit, Good Sam memberships, restaurant, retail and gas gift cards and more.

Visit a Camping World or Gander Outdoors to Apply! Not Near a Store?

Call: 1-844-271-2591 Visit: GoodSam.com/CreditCard
TDD/TTY 1-888-819-1918

'Offer subject to credit approval. Cardholders will earn five (5) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases spent on Good Sam Club related products and services made on their

Account rounded to the nearest dollar. This rewards program is provided by Comenity Capital Bank and its terms may be changed or discontinued at any time. For Full Rewards Terms and
Conditions, please see www.comenity.net/goodsamrewards. © 2018 CWI, Inc. & Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. CAMPING WORLD and the CAMPING WORLD Mountain Logo are registered trademarks
of CWI, Inc. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.

?Each merchant i assigned a code by a third party that indicates the merchant’s area of business. 3 points per $1spent at gas stations and private campgrounds will only be awarded if the merchant
code for the purchase matches a category eligible for the offer. Comenity Capital Bank does not have the ability to control assignment of merchant codes.

The Good Sam Rewards Visa® and Good Sam Rewards Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. Visa is a registered trademark of Visa
International Service Association and used under license. GCR56044 - 1218
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TECH RV MAKEOVER

THE PLUG

REPLACING THE BATHROOM
SINK AND COUNTER TOOK
THE EDGE OFF SHAVING

IN CLOSE QUARTERS

INVESTMENT @ Cost: $300 | Time: 1 day

| found myself too close to
the mirror when shaving in the
bathroom of our 2005 Keystone
Montana 2980RL fifth-wheel. The
solution was to replace the surface-
mounted sink with a new one that
was farther away from the mirrored
medicine cabinet.

The counter was stapled to the
vanity base. To remove it, | first
had to disconnect the hot- and
cold-water lines and the drain. Then
| gently tapped the underside edges
of the counter with a rubber mallet
until it loosened enough to Lift off.

At a plumbing store, | found a
vessel sink that was the right size
and, as a bonus, it was marked
down significantly. | bought a new
faucet set at a big-box store. With
a cardboard template | had drawn
for the new sink and faucet place-
ment, | went to a cabinet shop to
find a countertop. | discovered a
leftover piece of engineered quartz
and was charged for only the cutting
of the counter and backsplash.

| installed the sink and faucet

RV RENOVATIONS

Have you modified your RV or remodeled it completely? Tell us about it in 500 words or less,
including the total cost and time spent, and email your description to info@trailerlife.com.

IN-SYNC BATHROOM SINK
Above, top to bottom: Bill Hill's
Montana fifth-wheel came with

a sink that was tucked tightly under
the medicine cabinet. To allow more
room for shaving, he installed a new
bathroom counter, sink and faucet set.

set in the new counter and used
counter-setting adhesive to attach
the counter and backsplash to the
vanity. | made minor adjustments
to the water lines and drain and
attached them to the faucet and
sink. | was able to use the drain-
closure pull that came with the
new faucet set.

The result of a day's work and
visits to three shops is a bathroom
sink and vanity that look more
up-to-date and function better for
our needs. — Bill Hill, Prescott, Arizona

Include an ample selection of photos illustrating the project, along with your full name and
mailing address. We'll pay $50 for every RV Makeover we publish.

One Key,
Every Lock

AP Products
Key’d-A-Like Lock
Systems allows RV

owners to use a single
key to unlock all of
their locks.

Can be installed on most
coaches in just a few
minutes at a RV dealer.

M Products

See your favorite local RV dealer
for more information.

MARCH 2019 / TRAILER LIFE
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RV GEAR

— by Bruce W. Smith and Bob Dawson

ROVR ROLLR 45
COOLER $369

In the world of coolers,

some are tame, suited

more for the summer

concert series, and

some are wild and

ready for a backcountry

experience. The line of

RollR coolers from RovR

Products definitely falls

into the latter category.

Even at first glance, the

boxy 45-quart RollR, with 9-inch all-terrain tires and spoked-

aluminum wheels, stands out from the crowd. A gasket around

the lid helps keep cold air in and warm air out. The pop-up box

called the Wagon Bin makes a convenient place to put blankets,

tablecloths or other dry goods while in transit. It folds down and
straps to the top of the cooler, doubling as a seat pad. Add-ons
include a Prepping Board ($39.99), Dual Cup Holders ($24.99)
and a BikR Kit for towing the cooler with a bike ($54). RovR

claims its coolers are certified
bear-resistant, but our conversa-

8 tions with park rangers remind us
that even the bear canisters used by
backpackers can still end up at the
bottom of a canyon. Bears may not
have gotten the food, but neither will
the backpackers, who will never see
their canisters again.
www.rovrproducts.com

STAFF PICK - We loaded the RollR with beverages
and ice, plus some items in the Wagon Bin, and it stood
up to our test admirably. The ice stayed frozen signifi-
cantly longer than in the other coolers in our collection,
and our reislings and sauv blancs remained perfectly
chilled. — Bob Dawson, Production Director

FUSION2GO 3.0 RV $399.99

Designed for RV use, the SureCall
Fusion2Go 3.0 RV signal booster is
designed to maximize cell signals

for multiple users inside the RV.

The easy-to-install kit captures the
outdoor signal with a roof-mounted
omni antenna, then amplifies and
rebroadcasts it with an omnidirection-
al whip antenna located inside the RV.
The FCC-approved system works with
all North American 4G LTE carriers to
boost voice, text and data signals.
www.surecall.com

) I{
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BRITE-NITE LANTERN $34.95

With three lighting modes and a 120-degree
flood pattern, Wagan's Brite-Nite Dome USB
Lantern is ideal for nighttime activities, not to
mention power outages, and it doubles as a USB
charger. A hanging hook, anti-slip feet and bot-
tom magnet make the compact multifunctional
lantern versatile outside and in the RV.
www.wagan.com

AUTO FUEL CONTROLLER $150

The plug-and-play Auto Fuel Controller system
works with all Fuelbox fuel tanks to show the levels
of the vehicle’s stock and auxiliary tanks, as well

as automatically filling the main tank on the fly
and providing a manual control to transfer diesel
fuel. The controller plugs directly into the OBD-II
port on 2008 and newer Ford, GM and Ram diesel
pickups, with no programming required, and makes
Fuelbox tanks legal in all 50 states.
www.thefuelbox.com

FREEDOM HAULER FROM $7,990

For RVers with motorized toys but no toy hauler,
the Freedom Hauler takes the place of a rear
garage, transporting everything from an OHV to
motorcycles, snowmobiles or a golf cart. The all-
steel flatbed carrier, which previously went by the
name Idaho Tote, bolts to a patented bracket that
is welded on the RV's frame. It is said to support up
to 2,400 pounds, with the wheels and tires carrying
most of the burden. Of course, it's important to
account for the additional weight on the rear of the
trailer. The Freedom Hauler is legal in all 50 states.
www.freedomhauler.com

PHOTOS: MANUFACTURERS



Mobile living made easy. A’ DOM ETIC

AIRSTREAM

BREATHE EASY

Keep air circulating with the Dometic 7350 Vent Fan.
The 7350 vent fan has multiple fixed manual speeds
or automatic variable speeds to keep air flowing and
a reverse switch sets the fan blade direction (OUT-
exhaust or IN-intake). A built-in thermostat maintains
your desired comfort level. The built-in rain sensor
automatically closes dome when wet. Includes a
remote control.

To find out more, visit dometic.com

DOMETIC FAN-TASTIC VENT MODEL 7350 Dometic Corporation, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card




TECH RV RESOLUTIONS

material have not shown any signs of the same issue.

We took photographs and sent them to Cruiser RV's warranty
department. Because the trailer was out of warranty, the only
solution they could suggest was to sell us a new chair for $364.65.

At this point, we would be happy if Lippert Components, the
maker of the chair, would provide us with a couple of yards of
the vinyl material so we could recover the part of the chair that
is peeling. If you can give us any assistance with this matter,
it would be greatly appreciated.

Bob and Cindy Shaw, Palmetto, Florida

THE COMPANY RESPONDS

A week after sending a letter to Lippert Components with the

U N E ASY C H AI R Shaws’ request, RV Resolutions received the following reply:

When the upholstery on a vinyl-covered chair in | have spoken to Mr. Shaw, and per his request, there will be 2
their three-year-old travel trailer started to separate, yards of material sent to his attention so that he is able to make
a Florida couple made a modest request: repairs to the furniture in question as needed.
Dan Collins, Consumer Affairs

We purchased a new Cruiser RV ViewFinder in Lippert Components, Inc., Elkhart, Indiana

2015. In the spring of 2018, the vinyl material
on one of the lounge chairs started to delaminate. We heard from the Shaws again a short time later:
The outer surface of the material separated from the
fabric underneath. In our estimation, this was caused Thank you so much for your help with Lippert Components
by a defect in the material, since the chair hadn’t had regarding the chair in our ViewFinder. The day after the letter
lots of use, and another chair and sofa with the same arrived from RV Resolutions letting us know that Lippert had
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EAK  PRESSURE  TEMP 2018

2012 ¢ 2013 © 2014 « 2015 ¢ 2016 « 2017 « 2018
Buy a TireMinder® RV TPMS and Get a FREE TireMinder High Precision Digital Tire Gauge*

*Offer valid 12/10/2018 through 7/01/2019 on the following models: TireMinder® TM-66, TireMinder® TM-77, TireMinder® Smart TPMS and TireMinder® AlA.
Free tire gauge by mail. Receipt required for rebate. Complete details can be found online at:

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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been notified of the problem,
we received a phone call
from Dan Collins at Lippert
verifying that he received
the request for 2 yards of
material. He followed up a
week later to let us know the
material had been ordered
and the expected ship date.
We were very pleased
with the results from our
request to RV Resolutions
for assistance, and with how
quickly Lippert responded
and wanted to correct the
problem. The material for
our chair arrived before the
anticipated date. We asked
for 2 yards and received 5
yards. Lippert went above
and beyond our request.
Thanks again for your
help, and thanks to Dan
Collins at Lippert for the
fast service.
B.and C.S.

Passing the Baton

Another Florida couple asked for help
getting reimbursement for repairs to their
just-off-the-lot fifth-wheel:

On our first camping trip with our new
Keystone Montana, we discovered that it had
a faulty inverter and the water line for the

the predelivery inspection, the fifth-wheel
had been plugged into electrical power, so
there was no way we could have known the
inverter was nonfunctional. Also, it wasn't
hooked up to water, so we couldn't have
known that the icemaker had a problem.
We called Keystone Owner Relations
and were told that the Montana was so
new they would certainly reimburse us for
the repairs, so we paid $367.74 to have the
problems fixed while on that first trip. We

instructed that the reimbursement was
being processed.

We have a one-year warranty on the
fifth-wheel. Every time we try to follow up
on reimbursement, the representatives at

i the call center pass the baton. One time we
were told that we must fill out a W-9. We did
not receive any money; we paid out and are
seeking reimbursement. Please help us.
Donald and Nancy Collins, Winter Haven, Florida

RV Resolutions contacted Keystone RV
Company twice on the Collins’ behalf, and
refrigerator’s icemaker was crimped. During |

although the manufacturer did not respond

directly, the couple was reimbursed:

We finally received a check for $367.74.

Thank you.
. D.andN.C.i

 NEED HELP RESOLVING
AN RVISSUE ©

RV Resolutions is Trailer Life's forum for the

| settlement of conflicts between consumers and RV
submitted the receipt to Keystone and were dealers and manufacturers, accessory suppliers and

i service providers. After exhausting all other resourc-
es without success, mail a typed letter to Trailer Life
i RV Resolutions, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240,
Oxnard, California 93036. Include copies of appropri-
i ate bills and correspondence along with a self-
addressed, stamped envelope. Selected letters will

! be edited and published unless otherwise requested.

NO MORE
CRANKING

Never worry about cranking a tongue jack
again with Lippert Components® complete

line of power tongue jacks.

« The Quick Drop® Tongue Jack is perfect for trailers
with no power source near the tongue jack and is
easily operated using a power drill and a 3/4" socket.

« The Power Tongue Jack’s 3,500-pound capacity

NEW

PRODUCT »

gives it the power to raise and lower your trailer
with ease. Helical cut gears reduce noise and

improve operating efficiency.

« The sleek and modern Smart Jack™ is packed with

features such as Auto-Hitch Memory that
remembers where your hitch height is and the
standard XL 9" diameter footpad gives your RV

or trailer the stability it needs.

*Do not use an impact drill
for operation. Power drill and
% socket head not included.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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WESTWORLD OF SCOTTSDALE
RV CAMPING PACKAGES

ON SALE NOW!

PACKAGES INCLUDE:

All Show Access ¢ Daily Seminars « Motorhome Driving School
Special Activities ¢ Daily Entertainment « and MUCH MORE!

ALL IN THE BIGGEST PAVILION IN SHOW HISTORY!
PROGRESSIVE

Official Sponsor of the RV Pavilion

FULL HOOK-UPS! LIMITED AVAILABILITY!
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED.

GS Media & Events is partnering with the International Sportsmen’s Expos to bring the largest consumer
show filled with RVS, sports and boat exhibits. While you are here, the show’s proximity to baseball
spring training makes it the most affordable and convenient location to enjoy watching great teams get
ready for the season.

For more information, call Edna Katz at 833-RVSUPER or edna.katz@goodsam.com

RV CAMPER PACKAGE 1 g RV CAMPER PACKAGE 2
Includes 2 Adults & Children Under 12* Includes 2 Adults & Children Under 12*
Base Price °199 Base Price °169

Good Sam Club Member Price *179 Good Sam Club Member Price °149
*Children 12 & Over *29 per child *Children 12 & Over *19 per child

Wednesday, March 20th Arrival - Sunday, March 24th peparture Thursday, March 21st Arrival - Sunday, March 24th Departure

P LYo MEMBERS SAVE MORE!

CLUB MEMBERS SAVE $20 ON RV CAMPING PACKAGES Not a Member? JOIN TODAY!

RV CAMPING SITES ARE SELLING FAST - BOOK NOW!

Visit us at pherbOatSPOrtSShOW.COm for more information




DISCOUNT
ADMISSION

for Good Sam
Members at
All Shows

SHOW SEASON IS STILL

GOING STRONG!

COME AND SEE US AT A SHOW LOCATION NEAR YOU!

Map# Event Name Dates Venue City, State
1 Central lllinois RV Show - Peoria 3/1/19-3/3/19 Peoria Civic Center Peoria, IL
2 Rhode Island RV & Camping Show 3/1/19-3/3/19 Rhode Island Convention Center Providence, RI
3 Colorado RV, Sports & Travel Show 3/7/19-3/10/19 National Western Complex Denver, CO
4 National Capital Boat Show 3/8/19 -3/10/19 Dulles Expo Center Chantilly, VA
5 Virginia RV Show - Hampton 3/8/19-3/10/19 Hampton Roads Convention Center Hampton, VA
6 El Paso RV Show 3/15/19-3/17119 El Paso Convention Center El Paso, TX
7  Greater Phoenix Boat, RV & Outdoor Sports Show 3/21/19-3/24/19 Westworld of Scottsdale Scottsdale, AZ
8 Springfield RV & Camping Show 3/22/19-3/24/19 BOS Center Springfield, IL
9  Colorado Springs RV & Travel Expo 4/4/19-4/6/19 Colorado Springs Event Center Colorado Springs, CO

ENTER TO WIN PRIZES ¢ EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS
COMPLIMENTARY RV BUYERS GUIDE AT MOST SHOWS!

*Retail value $7.99.

800.848.6247 | GSEvents.com GS|MRAs




THE TRAVEL SAVINGS GUIDE
FOR RV & OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS!

CLUB SALE

I ONLY

R0 SAM CLUB
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2019 Good Sam Guide Series #116625
Reg. $29.95 | W%

~Sales tax will be added where applicable.

- UPDATED! 12,000+ Campgrounds, -OUTDOOR BUSTERS—
RV Parks and Services OVER $500 SAVINGS with Camping World,

Gander Outdoors & Overton’s Coupons
«INCLUDES 2,400+ Good Sam Parks, u v up

Sam's Trusted 10/10% /10 Rati
Good Sam's Trusted 10/10%/10 Ratings « PLUS, RV Roads to Adventure, Family

« EASY user-friendly, full-color state Camping, Snowbird Destinations, RV buying

and provincial maps advice, lifestyle tips & MUCH MORE!

DON'T MISS OUT—ORDER TODAY?!

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide | Gander Outdoors Locations




RV CLINIC

- by Jeff Johnston

REFRIGERATOR OPERATION :+

We just bought our first RV, a 2015 Keystone Outback Super Lite

fifth-wheel, and are learning things every time we get in or go
somewhere. | have a problem with the refrigerator. After returning
home from the last camping trip, we hooked up to 30-amp power to
keep everything working, but the “Check light” on the refrigerator

keeps coming on.

1 looked up in the only paper I have on it, and it tells me to turn
it off for 10 seconds and then turn it back on, and the light will go off.
I have done this 100 times, it seems. | have been told that I need to leave the gas on,
and it will automatically use whichever it needs, and it did. It drained the cylinders
down pretty quick. Then someone else told me that when | have it hooked up,

I shouldn’t have to turn the gas on.
Marty Belcher, via email

Hi, Marty, and welcome to

the RVing community! First,
since you're new at this RV gig, I'd
recommend you navigate online
over to our Trailer Life FAQ page at
www.trailerlife.com/tech/rv-clinic-fag.
While you're on the Trailer Life website,
I'd also recommend you look at the
drop-down Tech menu, then choose
the Tech Q&A section. On those pages
you'll find a wide variety of technical
questions and answers, many that
are similar to your question, that are
derived from our RV Clinic column.

That “Check light” you're seeing is
part of the refrigerator’s LP-gas power
system. It lights up when there’s an
incomplete startup in the combustion
cycle or when the unit is running on
LP-gas and something happens that
causes the burner to shut down. If you
were running on LP-gas, it could mean
the cylinders are empty.

You didn’t say which model of
refrigerator you have, but if it's an
Automatic Energy Selector (AES) type,
it automatically chooses the best
available power supply and uses that.
You can learn more about that from the
owner’s manual or the manufacturer’s
website. The fact that the fridge keeps
turning on the Check light suggests
you don’t have an AES model. Try
manually switching it to AC power and
see if that works. Again, the owner’s
manual is your friend.

If you have the trailer plugged in,

Thetford products are readily available
at RV-supply stores and dealers.

You may also see online references
to various mechanical solutions —
such as using ice cubes to slosh

e around in the tank and knock some
debris loose — and these work to
varying degrees of success. You may
find the chemical solutions are all you

ey need. For a more permanent solution,

you can consider replacing the existing
sensors with Horst Miracle Probes or
switch to a system like the SeeLevel Il
from Garnet Instruments.

More Black-Tank Valve Leaks
In January’s RV Clinic, | read with
interest Kevin Kobus' problem with
his Jayco hybrid trailer’s leaking
black-water valve. | had the same
problem on my Dutchmen. | was going
to replace the valve block, which would
mean cutting through the discharge
tube to unbolt the back two bolts.

| then found that the small rod
attached to the push/pull cable was
cut too short by about 2 inch and
would not fully push the gate valve
closed. Bouncing down the highway
caused the valve to open even farther.
What a mess!

| used some farm-boy engineering

and it won't work on AC-power mode,
check the power receptacle in the
refrigerator compartment and see

if there is power there. If so, and the
refrigerator is plugged in, it's possible
that the 120-volt AC fuse on the circuit
board is blown and/or there is a bad AC
heating element.

Dirty Tank Sensors
How can we clean the sensors
for the holding tanks, as they
are misreading? | have heard this can
be caused by debris sticking to the
sensors, giving false
Larry Fister
Merced, California

> In regard to Kevin Kobus' January letter, “Black-
Water Valve Leak,” a good suggestion for all RV owners
is to add a Valterra Bladex T58 twist-on waste valve, or
a similar model, on the outlet of the wastewater drain.
Before disconnecting the sewer hose prior to travel,

I close the valve. When the sewer hose is connected

at the next stop, | open the valve. It prevents valve
leakage and residual wastewater from pouring on

the ground. It is an inexpensive and easy-to-install
“belt-and-suspenders” precaution to eliminate
surprises and campground embarrassment.

Ken Olsen, Poplar Grove, Illinois

You're right,

Larry, debris
builds up on the
sensors over time,
and that creates false
tank-level readings.
There are several
sensor cleaners on
the market, and one
that we've heard some
very good things about
is Thetford’s Tank
Blaster, a fairly new
product. Another is
Thetford's Level Gauge
Cleaner, which is used
as a regular main-
tenance item. Both

That’s a good idea to add a double-valve setup,
Ken. The caveat is that many RVs have such
low-hanging waste-pipe terminations that 5 or 6
inches of the new valve’s length will further reduce
the pipe’s ground clearance. An RVer considering
this modification needs to take some measure-
ments and be sure the new valve won't cause low-
hanging-pipe clearance problems.
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Performance Trailer Braking, Circle 134 on Reader Service Card

RVRoof.com, Circle 116 on Reader Service Card

RV CLINIC

and cut a small bolt to length, drilled

a hole, welded it to the OEM shaft, thus
extending it, then rehooked it to the
wire. It works perfectly.

Larry Amstutz, Grand Haven, Michigan

Thank you for passing that along,
Larry. It's terrific that you found a
way around the improperly sized
valve-operating cable and were able

to engineer what sounds like a good
solution to the problem. You may well
be causing some readers to head
under their RVs to see if your solution
will help them as well.

Breakaway-Switch Failure
After reading John Abel's December
2018 “Brake-Control Failure” question
and Vernon Wesley's August 2018

You've made it to the top! Let u

Stoprs0ifaster and

safer,with our-electric
over hydraulic disc
brake kits

e Installers come to you

e Dedicated support

¢ Rally & Show discounts

e Tires, axles, & suspension
also available

{{

FlexArmor

2%

IPLE

LIFETIME GUARANTEE

U PROTECTION ($) VALUE (@) NO-LEAK
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GUARANTEED NOT TO LEAK
FOR THE LIFETIME OF THE RV!

z Sprayed On, Dry in 6 Seconds
ﬂ All Work Done Indoors

v/ 6Times thicker - 187 mils thick!

ﬂ Nationwide network of
authorized applicators

844-353-9276

“Breakaway-Switch Brake Failure”
question, | am prompted to write about
a breakaway-switch failure | incurred.

| have a 2008 Keystone Copper
Canyon fifth-wheel that was on a
site that sloped back toward a lake,
so before | disconnected it, | pulled
the breakaway switch as advised last
summer in RV Clinic. | then chocked
the wheels and disconnected it from
my truck.

About two hours later, as we
were sitting around the campfire, the
left-rear brake light/taillight came on,
so | immediately went to check the
breakaway switch, which | had forgotten
to plug back in. It and the wire were
burnt, so | cut the wires and discon-
nected the battery. My wife saw some
smoke coming from under the trailer,
which we determined was from the
brake magnets smoking. | also discon-
nected the campground power source
for the night.

The next morning, | disconnected
the breakaway-switch wires from the
junction box under the gooseneck
and found the insulation had burned
off some other wires in the bundle.
| separated the wires and taped them
so they would not short, and checked
the operation of everything in the trailer.
Everything seemed OK, but later the
batteries were going dead, so | charged
them through the truck until we got
home. | found that the two 40-amp
reverse-polarity fuses in the converter
had blown, and after replacing them,
it started charging the batteries.

What really bothers me is that
| think the breakaway switch and its
wires are way undersized for that
amount of amperage. The feed wire
from the Copper Canyon is about
10-gauge, and the wires for the switch
are about 14-gauge. After | installed a
new switch, | tried it, and it and its wires
got hot immediately. It doesn’t appear to
be protected with a fuse.

| am a mechanical engineer and
have a basic knowledge of electricity,
and consider this design inadequate,
unsafe and a fire hazard. Please alert
the manufacturers and the public about
this problem.

Donald J. Ahola, Ishpeming, Michigan



RV CLINIC

FOR THE ANSWERS TO
TRAILER LIFE READERS’ TOP 20
TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, VISIT

WWW.TRAILERLIFE.COM/

TECH/RV-CLINIC-FAQ

Thank you for your detailed note,
Donald, but there’s no easy way to say
this: You used the breakaway switch
and trailer brakes the wrong way, and
that’s why you had the problem. It's not
because of inadequate design, and it's
not unsafe, per the millions of other
trailers with the same switch that are
having no problems.

The switch is not meant to be a
parking brake, it never has been sold
or promoted as a parking brake, and
you may have read about that in a
magazine (“as advised last summer”),
but it wasn't Trailer Life. We polled our
entire tech staff here and found no one
ever recommended that to anyone,
either verbally or in print. We'd never
do that because it's wrong.

The emergency breakaway switch
is designed to apply the trailer brakes
in the event of a tow vehicle and trailer
separation. Under ideal conditions,
the trailer would slow to a stop when
the switch is activated, then the plug
is inserted back into the switch to shut
off the current flow.

Vernon Wesley's problem was due to
a breakaway switch that was mistakenly
activated, compounded by trailer brakes
that were probably out of adjustment;
it was not a breakaway-switch failure.
John Abel's problem was likely due to
an incorrectly adjusted brake control
that could have also been aggravated by
trailer brakes that needed to be adjusted.
Neither case was attributed to a
breakaway switch that did not do its job.

Additionally, electric RV trailer
brakes are not designed to be used
as parking brakes. They are meant for
relatively short-duration use rather than
leaving them on for hours or days at
a time, and that would tend to overheat
the magnets and probably the wiring.
When brakes are applied, the magnet is
attracted to the drum armature and, via
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TIRED OF TRAILER
‘TIRE PROBLEMS?

REPLACE FAILURE PRONE 235/16
WHEELS & TIRES WITH
BOAR'S HEAVY-DUTY
19.5" CONVERSION

» NO EXCESSIVE SIDEWALL FLEX WHEN
MANEUVERING (pETERS BLOWOUTS)

» WEIGHT RATINGS 3,970/LBS & UP

* UP TO 87/MPH SPEED RATING

s LOW ROLLING RESISTANCE (THINK + MPG!)

s IMPROVE SAFETY

= SAVE MONEY

JUST. MAKES. SENSE.
888-619-4722
BOARWHEEL.COM

Boar Wheel, Circle 106 oﬁ‘Reader Service Card

SWIVEL WHEEL, 0Ol

Py VTS,

866-794-8357

500-1200 LB. CAPACITY ,TORSION SUSPENSION
CANNOT JACKKNIFE OR FISHTAIL

281-391-6750

B @ -ocrsaven)
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To advertise, call 206-310-6234 or email terry.thompson@goodsam.com

Get the Sheen Back

As seen in
Trailer Life
Oct. 2016

|7I-E\tchlift Products
Magne Shade 7

Iy Hunckler Fabrication LLC

www.MagneShade.com

(336) 753-0905

@® The Best Exterior Window I
Shading System For Your RV Door Repair Kits
Travel Trailer or Sth Wheel! Hatchlift Door Kits

. Easy tl] I]]Stal].! US Patent 8,839,559

Poli Glow
Restores
Faded Surfaces

Bedlift B
See more photos on our Kits Lasts over 12 Months

website, and feel free to call poliglowproducts.com
us for a quote! _— Watch instructional video ¢ 800-922-5013

= 8. FREE SHIPPING COUPON CODE: TL18
15 SO |e o o Major RV Innovation

opening the screen or entry door.
() — | =) . : i ;i

Replacement Springs

= whatahitcom

DUAL WHEEL CONVERSIONS

The

DYNAMIC DUAL

Zarcor.com
972-380-8724 800-877-4797

Park it with

KEEP THE GREAT
OUTDOORS ... OUTDOORS.

*SLIDE-OUTS
*DOOR SEALS
*VENT HATCH
*RAMP GATE

* DRIP RAILS

Power Caster!

Maneuver your trailer easily in limited
space, around corners, forward or reverse
. 3 with the flip of a switch! =4

Convert your Pick-up or Suburban

* AC GASKET Y ' to dual wheels the Arrowcraft way. _j%lto nsv.:t|
«BUMPERS - | - ?Eio R)lile (t:a‘ilrrt‘i%es 4] El:l.l:d! ::::a i
. = - Easy Installation o _

GROMMETS - Sho% or Aluminum Wheels " e
*PLUGS - Custom Styled Fenders TTh_tI; i]rlrdmnalI the U.S.A
*VINTAGE For More information: Man:?;n::ed s:.:::éa? So67
- COMPARTMENTS A"‘;‘g;;’,f;;'d::‘::}:,‘g;"“ oWNE 3

Oak,
ORDER TODAY! BE L iy el o e 13 {ggg} g
800'230'61 09 Web Site: m.arrowcraﬂ.mm 045 &, Sl Y

E-Mail: duallies@arrowcraft.com

5001 Encinita Ave., Temple City, CA 91780

rv.steelerubber.com
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HONDA

GENERATORS

When Quiet Counts,
Count on Honda

SHIPPED SAME DAY Eu260i

LOWEST PRICES
ANYWHERE!!

800-832-7365 &
MOTOSPORTS

1850 N. State St. Ukiah, Ca. 95482
WWW. mamspn risofu klah com
Calf,rasdents add 7.25%. For optim sality, we
our MWdem
hhmwmnﬂudé‘énwm“hmmm

#4img SULASTIC

RUBBER SPRINGS

f//OOfﬂiA’ RIDE

/1/;{ replace the ﬂon(’-f/z Jckile

TGHPUHT®

HI CH BAR STORAGE

Pat. Pend.

Store your hitch & sprmg
bars on the trailer tongue

www. hitchport.com

772-214-0951

Subscribe
Today

One-Year Subscription Only $18.97
Save 76% Off Newsstand

Two-Year Subscription Only $29.97
Save 80% Off Newsstand

TrailerLife.com/Subscribe
or call 866-799-4038

DESTINATIONS
I T R

Rvers Love
HIAHU!

ESCAPE the crowds & high prices.

ENJOY great camping, stunning
scenery & amazing wildlife.

EXPERIENCE world-class outdoor
recreation & friendly,
helpful people.

FREE! Idaho

RV Campground
Directory

% -
ok

0,

Terry Thompson
206-310-6234

terry.thompson@goodsam.com

RV CLINIC

mechanical linkages, spreads to

the brake shoes to apply the braking
force. Without drum rotation, there
is no braking. There are a few trailer
brakes with mechanically activated
parking brakes built in, but they have
nothing to do with the magnets and
electrical components.

It's unfortunate you had the
problems with your fifth-wheel, but
in this case, you need to point the
finger in another direction besides
the breakaway switch.

Factory Brake-Control Fan
In response to December’s “Brake-
Control Failure,” John Abel's concern
about the factory-installed brake
controller in his truck, | would like to
state that | am definitely a fan of them.
| have a one-ton 2008 Ford with a factory-
installed integrated brake controller
that proved its value to me this past fall.

We were pulling our 31-foot
Alpenlite on a trip from western Oregon
to Idaho when we encountered road
construction on a mountain pass. | will
admit | was going faster than | should
have been under the circumstances,
probably exceeding 60 MPH, when we
came over a small rise and saw that
the traffic was stopped directly in front
of us. | hit the brakes hard. When | was
at the point of deciding if | was going
around that truck and trailer in front
of us on the left or the right, the brakes
suddenly took us down to a stop with
room to spare.

| am convinced that the way the
brakes on the trailer reacted is the only
reason we did not hit the rig in front of
us. Never did the brakes on either the
truck or trailer lock up, and we stopped
a lot faster than | expected. Thank the
Lord for that brake controller.
Rodger Shaddy, Marcola, Oregon

Thank you for the words of recom-
mendation, Rodger. It's surprising —
although it should not be — how well

a tow rig and trailer’s brakes can work
together under demanding circum-
stances. Your tale is also an excellent
reason for keeping one’s trailer brakes
properly adjusted so when push comes

to shove, they do the job. (continued on page 94)
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TRAILERS/ACCESSORIES/REAL ESTATE AND MORE

Lunatec’s odor-free dishcloth and self
cleaning washcloth dry fast, don't smell
and clean better than sponges or cotton.
Try some. www.lunatecgear.com

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant--good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Auction - RV Campground Florida, 3/16/19.
90+/- ac. cabins, barns, woods, fields.

Goethe Forest. Higgenbotham.com 800-257-4161
M.E. Higgenbotham, FL Lic. #AU305 AB158

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED

Earn While You Travel. Up to 65% Commission.
Complimentary RV Site While Working. Need
self-motivated people with computer

& sales experience. Adventure Awaits!!!
800-832-3292 © SoutheastPublications.com

HOMES FOR SALE

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s.

RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

TRAILER
' LIFE .com
"S85 The online

resource
for the RV
enthusiast
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#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village
Rentals available for Pull-throughs,

Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas
956-585-5568 www.bentsenpalm.com

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES

Mail Service

High Quality Mail & Package Forwarding
eView front image of Envelopes & Packages
*Request env scans and the contents inside
*Mail shipped on your schedule

® Auto obvious junk mail shredding

eFlorida Homebase. No state income tax
ePlans as low as $9/mo

877-388-2753 www.goodsammailservice.com

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$

NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!!
866-747-3700

RECREATION VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV ONLINE - visit us at RVONLINE.COM
Buying or selling an RV?

$39.95, 4 month Nationwide Ad!

1000's have listed and SOLD -- 831-475-5533

RV FINANCING, 20 YEARS ONLINE!

LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE

1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM e Facebook.com/rvloans
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

RVS WANTED

We can sell your RV Fast & for the Highest Price
Florida's #1 Consignment RV Sales Center
Conveniently located on the Space Coast in
Titusville, FL. Pickup available. Visit us at
Eaglespriderv.com or call Al @ 321-383-4495

ALL DAY

$49

MONTANA
REGISTERED
AGENT LLC

$700 for a 1 day MT LLC and permanent
trailer registration. Includes DMV fees.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com
Call for more info 406-552-0004.

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed
Montana Attorney for an understanding of

LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals

to get a comprehensive explanation.
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save
over the past 23 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

Guided RV Tours & Rallies

Lower 48 AlaskaeCanada®Overseas

Free RV Vacation Catalog 936-327-3428 or
www.adventurecaravans.com

Let Chris Peeler & Lonestar Luxury Coaches
Buy or Consign your RV. Either way,

I will net you more $$$ with no hassle.

Call Chris at 940-205-9333

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES
Pre-Planned Routes, Expert Guides and
Safe Travel-North America & Overseas.
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496
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Hensley Manufacturing Inc., Circle 123 on Reader Service Card

o
'

Wireless Tire
Pressure

i Monitoring

Systems

A Pressure Systems
International Company s

* Improves Safety, Tire Life, and Fuel Economy

¢ Installs in minutes

* External theft resistant sensors that relay real
time tire pressure and temperature to our
FULL COLOR WIDE-SCREEN DISPLAY

UseTL10 at
checkout in the
discount code
for an additional

10% off
Flow Thru
Sensor‘

Cap
Sensor

TST  System FEATURES
S

Flow through or low profile sensors
User-replacebable battery

Visual and audible alerts

Ability fo monitor up to 110 fires (0-218psi)
Repeater included in every system

Easily switch between towing or fowed
vehicle

Monitor up to 4 different trailers

www.tsttruck.com
4250 Keith Bridge Rd., Suite 200, Cumming, GA 30041
Ph: (770) 889-9102 Fax: (770) 889-9054

RV CLINIC

(continued from page 91)

COMMIENT:

TRAILER BACKING TECHNIQUE
= Regarding Roger Cohee’s inexperience
at backing up a trailer (“Backing Dilemma,’
December 2018), | have been in camp-
grounds where | have backed for several
people. My point is that a common mistake
is leaving the trailer brakes operative while
attempting to back the trailer. Many people
keep their foot on the brake pedal, which
energizes the brakes and makes it difficult
to control the trailer movement. I learned
the hard way.

Lyle Caswell, Somerville, Alabama

Thank you for the suggestion, Lyle. If a
driver can back without that lightweight
but steady foot on the brake, it works
fine, but disconnecting the trailer also
works, although that eliminates any
backing lights you may need after dark.
Practice makes it easy!

We are looking at purchasing a
used 2012 Grey Wolf 27BHKS.
It meets all our needs except that it

Irailer Sway bontrol
anly BAMPENS Irailer sway

Hensley® Towing Systems are
Guaranteed to :
Eliminate Trailer Sway.
Call one of our Towing Specialists today

and ask which Hensley® is right for you.

Himinate

trailer sway completely! - - ;__

Neep your family safe.

HENSLEY
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Call or visit us online f l'ﬂﬂ deﬂ
800.410.6580 - www.HensleyMrfg.com

only has a stovetop. There is a

large drawer under the stovetop,
and | was wondering if it is possible
to take the drawer out and install an
oven instead? If it is possible, is that
something we could do ourselves,
or should we take it to an RV dealer
to be done? Also, would this be an
expensive project?

Dan and Fan Bender

New Providence, Pennsylvania

Using that drawer space for

an oven installation makes
a lot of sense because that's what
the RV manufacturers do. When the
RV is slated to get a stovetop-and-
oven combination, the unit is built
into the cabinet. If it's just a stovetop,
the space is used for drawers or
a storage cabinet.

You'll probably need to buy a
stove-oven combination, rather than
just an oven, because standalone
ovens are few and far between. Check
the online specifications of the unit
you have in mind to verify you'll have
enough clearance for the oven per
its manufacturer specifications.

You'll also need to do some
modest cabinet work to remove
the drawer or door hardware and
framing. There’s nothing extremely
mechanically complex about this
kind of project, so if you're familiar
with cabinet work and carpentry,
you can do this yourself. However,
rearranging the propane line, which
may be necessary to hook up the new
stove-oven combination, is something
that’s best left to a professional.

As for cost, we can’t hazard a
guess because it depends on the
stove-oven combination, how much
work you do yourself and how much
modification is needed for the
cabinetry. A qualified RV-service
center should be able to do this work
for you without any problems because
it's a fairly straightforward project.

Toilet Water-Supply Shutoff
We are relatively new to the RV
experience but have enjoyed

using our 2018 Jayco Jay Flight



several times. We always use RV-style
quick-dissolving toilet paper, but oc-
casionally a clog does occur, which is
quickly resolved with a straightened
coat hanger. The problem is, while
this is being done, the bowl continues
to fill with water.

| asked the dealership service
department about installing a shutoff
valve on the supply line for occasional
use, which they adamantly recom-
mended against, saying it could create
a host of other problems that | wouldn’t
want to experience. Seems pretty
simple to me. What's your opinion?
Ron Tomlinson, Cassville, Georgia

The easy solution is switching
off the water pump, or if you're

connected to the campsite water
supply, turning off the hose spigot
at the hookup while performing the
unclogging duties. Alternately, | can’t
imagine any reason why you shouldn’t
install a shutoff valve in the freshwater
feed line to the toilet. As long as you
remember to open the valve when the
unclogging is done, there should be
no harm, and it's hard to guess what
the dealer meant by “a host of other
problems” if you install such a valve.

Consider running more water into
the bowl before using. The extra water
volume may help move the paper out
of the bowl and down the pipe more
effectively without giving it a chance
to be entangled in the valve seals.

Separate Tank Flush
and Drinking Hoses
| read that you should never
use your drinking-water hose
to wash out your black tanks via the
black-tank flush connection. What
about using the small hose attached
to my outside faucet?
Rick Petzak, Zeeland, Michigan

In theory, you could use the small

outside shower-hose connection
on your RV, but you won't get as much
pressure from it as you would by using
a hose connected to a city-water faucet.
Pressure is part of what helps clean the
gunk inside the black tank, so the more
the merrier.

As for using a separate hose for the
black-tank flush, each of those flush
systems includes anti-backflow valves
that allow water to go into the tank but
not sneak back out. According to the
system design, you can connect any
hose to the black-tank flush fitting, and
the water will flow toward the tank and
not back into the hose.

This is great in theory, but why take
the chance? If the backflow valve fails,

the hose can become contaminated. It's
always wise to use a hose dedicated to
cleaning the holding tank. It's just cheap
insurance.

HAVE A TECH QUESTION 8
Email rvclinic@trailerlife.com or write to
RV Clinic, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240,
Oxnard, California 93036. Include your full name
and hometown. Selected letters will be answered
in the magazine, but time does not permit
individual replies. No phone calls, please.

KEEP BUGS OFF

—&—

Aerodynamic

No drill installation

Fits all tow vehicles

Keeps bugs off trailer
Increases your fuel economy

Improves stability and handling

ORDER DIRECT & SHIP TO HOME
ICONDirect.com 1-888-362-4266
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ROADS TO ADVENTURE

5y to fall |
in love with the
Maroon Bells,
Colorado’s
uniquely colored,
camera-ready

mountains
- by Emily Fagan

TRAILER LIFE

MARCH 2019

nal ngside

a2 dozen other photogra-

phers, we could easily see

they are so beloved.
- The rising sun cast

a glow on the mountain-

tops that was reflected in

Maroon Lake at their base,

and as the sun slowly

climbed higher, the peach

hue crept down their sides.

Dozens of camera shutters

the onlookers when she
giggled, “Yes!” and flashed
her new diamond in the
morning sun.

A few moments later,
a bride in a white gown
and her wedding party
appeared on the shore for
a photo shoot. Their smiles

backdrop.
beauty! We ha
t0g the

> If You Go

The Roaring Fork Transportation -
Authority provides public bus
service from Aspen Highlands
Ski Area to Maroon Lake from
mid-June through early October.
Access by private motorized
vehicles is limited.
www.rfta.com/routes/
maroon-bells

PHOTO: EMILY FAGAN



| For 2019,
KZ pulled

out ALL
the stops!

updates, features
and options, KZ’s
entire product lineup
e & truly is the best we’ve
ever offered.

We’ve taken many of our popular
options and added them as standard
features, thus enhancing your
camping experience.

In addition, many of our products carry
KZ’s 24-month, hitch-to-bumper limited
warranty. This umbrella offers the
best 2-year warranty in the business,
covering more than 1,500 operations
codes for a full two years, and protects
your investment while you
enjoy your new RV!

QUALITY . RELIABILITY . INNOVATION

(800) 768-4016 | kz-rv.com

\.

'! » lD (8 I(l-l l‘!m,

-..

KZ Inc., Circle 126 on Reader Service Card



24 Ft. Smart Power Awning

Curved European Cabinetry
True 80" x 76" King Size Bed )
FURRION Appliances and Componer
102" Wide Stance Axles with Micheli S
Breathtaking, Private Jet insﬁireé Tteriors
Remote, Color Changing LED Acc®nt Lighting

.
Ph: 574.457.3924

T?/\VEL LlTE QV TravelLiteRV.com

Travel Lite RV, Circle 147 on Reader Service Card
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