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Spring Fl
March begins the season of renewal
and, for many, a return to BV camping

arch 17 has always been a big day to celebrate America’s Irish heritage, often

with parties and parades. As a 23-year veteran of the fire service in New York,
I marched in the New York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade many times, and what an
amazing experience that was.

One year | took a bus tour of Ireland with some friends from the fire department,
and to my delight, there were RVs. In fact, on the route around the Ring of Kerry,
we saw many of them. The Republic of Ireland has more than 90 campgrounds,
and some are in the most scenic destinations on the Emerald Island. While you
probably wouldn’t want to transport a tow vehicle and trailer across the Atlantic for
a "holiday,” as they call it, small motorhomes can be rented for vacationing in one
of the most beautiful places in Europe.

If you're looking for Celtic culture here at home, check out the regions that were
populated by Irish immigrants. In my neck of the woods, New York’s upper Hudson
Valley has towns featuring many Irish-American sites. And Irish festivals can be
found all across North America. | have traveled to many of these over the years, and
they're savage craic (lots of fun) with lively music, traditional food and a big variety
of Irish-made goods, not to mention Guinness stout on tap.

Whatever the theme, fairs and festivals are fine additions to any RV trip, if they
aren’t the reason for it in the first place. They're even more memorable when your
whole crew tags along. Coachmen may have had that in mind with the Chaparral
381RD, a 42-foot fifth-wheel with five slideouts and plenty of room for hosting family
and friends, not to mention a surprisingly modest retail price. Barb Riley put the
2018 model to the test by hosting a dinner party for eight (page 20).

If your RV travel companions include four-legged friends, you'll want to look out
for their welfare on the road and in the campground. Jerry Smith covers some simple
things pet owners can do to ensure safe and pleasant RV adventures (page 48).

Wildfires scorched much of California last year, and the Thomas Fire blazed
through Ventura and Santa Barbara counties near our West Coast office. A number
of colleagues have family members and neighbors who lost their homes, but with
the resilient nature of Californians, many are now on the road to recovery. North
of the fire's reach, Stuart and Janet Wilson take us on a tour of California’s central
coast and share ways to participate in natural and architectural preservation (page
40). Continuing the preservation theme, Pamela Selbert explores dozens of New
Hampshire’s historic covered bridges (page 54).

Whether you're celebrating St. Patrick’s Day or setting out on that first RV trip
of the season, | hope to see you out there! &

— Chris Dougherty, Technical Editor

Connect with Us at

@ youtube.com/TrailerLifeDIYTV
W twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

§ facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine

instagram.com/Trailer_Life_Magazine
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SINGLE POINT (1P) ATTACHMENT
Lightweight fifth wheel hitch for any
undermount gooseneck towing system!

20K rated = SAE J2438 tested
*64 |bs. lifting weight « made in USA

BED SAVER RAIL

+ Mounts to your truck’'s OE or aftermarket LUBE PLATE #2618
k t k 1 pt ! (sold separately)
goose“ec ow pac age . i Substitute for dry or
; wet lubricant.

« Stronger than weaker aluminum models, yet
lightweight and easily removed at 64 Ibs.!

« Fifth wheel trailer’s king pin is converted e —

into a ball. Simply drop it over the funnel e D
ball receiver at any angle, and you're done! - =N .

+ Easiest hookup of any hitch on the market e
because it’s totally visible from the cab

during hookup

movement inherent in single
|point attachment hitches

« Flexible design allows king pin to be
positioned rear of the axle allowing for a
tighter turning radius =

+ Bed Saver Rails lined with protective
coating to eliminate aluminum-to-steel
corrosion, protects from scratches, and s
resists hitch rotation on the gooseneck ball -

w m

"« Choose PullRite’s #4436 cam-action gooseneck ball (right, sold

)3 separately) for your factory tow prep kit. Padlock ready (#98410574,

F" #4443 Gooseneck sold separately) and no openings in the top to allow dirt and moisture

i p in, unlike other b !
| Trailer Adapter ._ /s in, unlike other brands ’ 5

".-

+ #4443 Gooseneck Trailer Adapter (left, sold separately) allows you to convert most
' gooseneck trailers into a fifth wheel, allowing you to tow either your gooseneck trailer
|'\ or fifth wheel RV trailer without changing any hitch equipment!

We have much more to say about this amazing hitch!
Visit our website at www.pullrite.com/TL5 to learn more or call us at (574) 404-2607

Pull-Rite, Circle 137 on Reader Service Ca




Know What You Can Tow
Seeing your 2018 Guide to Towing
enclosed with the January issue had
me anticipating finding the formula
for calculating towing capacities of
various vehicles, but | did not. The
reason | am asking is to see if there
is anything | can do to my Toyota to
increase the towing capacity. Even
with the tow package, the truck is
still limited in its towing capacity,
and | want to make improvements
so | can tow a larger, more comfort-
able RV without having to purchase
a different pickup.

Tommy Reeves

Alexandria, Louisiana

Technical Editor Chris Dougherty
responds: There is no set “formula”
for determining the towing capacity
of a vehicle. It depends on the
capability of the whole system,
from the strength of the steel frame
and the bolts that hold it together,
to the wheels, tires and individual
components of the powertrain. An
analogy I like to use is an E150 lawn
tractor and a 9370R agricultural
tractor. Both are John Deeres, yet the
E150 from your local home center
won't till a wheat field, and the 9370R
won't mow your yard. Tow vehicles are
the same way — it's about matching
the machine to the task.

People have been “tuning” up their
vehicles for the past 50 or 60 years
to gain more power and torque, with
varying amounts of success. There
are suspension enhancements to
make vehicles
handle better
under heavy
loads, and
tires and
wheels can be
exchanged for
heavier-duty
versions. But
none of these
modifications
can increase
towing ca-
pacity. For
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On my way home from work today, | saw a large fifth-wheel on the side of

the road. Being a fifth-wheel owner myself, | pulled over to see about lending
a hand. As it turned out, a tire on the trailer had lost its tread. My reason
for writing is that the RVer had no tools to change a tire — no jack, no lug

wrench, no roadside-assistance plan.

A friend of his pulled over, and he had a cordless impact wrench and a
small hydraulic bottle jack in his pickup. The RVer wanted to put the bottle
jack under the bare axle to lift it. Knowing better, | got the scissor jack from
my truck, and we used it on the frame with some wood and got the offending
wheel off the ground. The RVer commented that the fifth-wheel was only two
years old. Did | mention that it was 92 degrees?

From reading Trailer Life, I've learned not to put jacks directly on the
axles, and that tires can blow at any time (especially when it's hot) and tire
age doesn’t matter (just keep an eye on them). The magazine is always saying
these things, and | took them to heart. From now on I'm storing the breaker
bar and sockets permanently in my truck cab, and anytime | tow the fifth-
wheel I'm putting the box with the jack and safety stands in the bed.

Rod Mutzabaugh, Dauphin, Pennsylvania

tow-vehicle reliability and, more im-
portantly, safety, do not to exceed the
vehicle’s stated capacities. Instead,
replace it with one that can handle
the RV you plan on towing, with some
room for future expansion.

SuperGlide Guidance

| use an earlier version of the PullRite
SuperGlide hitch in my 2003 Chevy
2500 HD shortbed and therefore really
enjoyed Chris Hemer’s January article,
“Get Shorty,” which covers the instal-
lation of a new SuperGlide 16K in the
same truck as mine. Several related
items were not discussed, possibly
due to space limitations.

The first is that the install and
removal weight can be reduced by
pulling two pins and transferring the
head separately. Second, no mention
was made of the adapter plate that
must be mounted on the fifth-wheel
to engage with the head, and its
hookup limitation of plus- or minus-15
degrees. Third, the head can articulate
side to side, which is great; just be
sure that you set considerable bed-
rail-to-RV clearance to avoid contact
when maneuvering on uneven terrain.

Also, my SuperGlide has round
tubes that must be lubricated, or the
tube will gall and the warranty will
be voided.

Bryan Berlin, Tucson, Arizona

Chris Hemer replies: You are correct,
Bryan. We can’t address everything
because of space restrictions, and,
yes, the head removal does reduce the
weight, but the base is still hefty. Note
that the SuperGlide we installed [part
number 2700) is significantly lighter
than your older model and can be
handled by two people without disas-
sembling into two pieces.

With respect to the adjustment
and maintenance points you bring
up, this is absolutely true for this and
many other hitches. It's important
to thoroughly read the directions for
proper installation, operation and
maintenance of the hitch.

Keeping Sway at Bay

| just finished reading “Sway Control
Reimagined,” Ed Bolduc's January
article about the Eaz-Lift ReCurve
Ré. I've always been happy with the
performance we've gotten from our



previous Hensley and current ProPride
equipment. If there is a drawback, it's
the fact that hooking up is more chal-
lenging. We have never really tried to
hook up at an angle.

My question to you is, how does
the ReCurve R6 — and other hitches
that may be similar to it — stack up
to the Hensley and ProPride? Is there
any reason for me to even consider
switching? | remember the days of
using a ball mount and the increased
flexibility it gave us in hooking up, but
I’'m not about to downgrade my sway
control to get that additional conve-
nience back.

John Ceglarek, Mattawan, Michigan

Ed Bolduc replies: We compared the
ReCurve Ré to conventional weight-
distributing (WD) hitches with sway
control, and the ReCurve separates
itself from similar hitches with its ability
to manually and automatically remove
the sway-control function, making
cornering and hookup much easier.

| have towed with Hensley hitches.
The Hensley (and ProPride, if it
functions as well as the Hensley] is
in a different class when it comes to
sway control. It eliminates the ability
of the trailer to pivot on the hitch ball,
essentially locking the trailer and tow
vehicle together when a lateral force is
applied to the trailer. The ReCurve has
advantages such as less weight, easier
initial installation, the ability to hook
up at an angle and a lower retail price.
But if you don’t want to sacrifice sway-
control performance, a Hensley or
similar hitch is the best choice.

After reading “Sway Control
Reimagined,” | have a question. If you
invest in a sway-control WD system,
you seem limited to using that setup
with only one particular trailer, unless
you do a lot of adjustments. Would it be
more economical to install airbags and
a simple friction sway-control bar?
Garrison Kopp, Abingdon, Virginia

Chris Dougherty replies: If you have
a heavy enough tow vehicle and a
heavy-duty enough hitch rated to
handle the full, loaded tongue weight

of the trailer, then, yes, a friction sway-
control bar would be an option, with
the airbags there to improve loaded
handling only.

My F-350 has a Class V hitch, so
| can tow a variety of unloaded trailers
on a matching drawbar and ball, but
even so, | almost always use the WD
kit. The kit transfers the tongue-weight
load to the trailer’s and truck’s axles,
reducing the downward force exerted
on the hitch. When [ tow weight-on

without the kit, the ride is much
harsher. If you're going to tow more
than one trailer, consider a WD kit with
the easiest brackets to move and a
wide selection of springs to match the
trailers you'll be towing. &

m Write to: Trailer Life,
2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 or
email info@trailerlife.com. Please include

your full name and location.

HWH" Towable App

Control from vehicle cab for easy hitching & unhitching!

For Smartphone or Tablet with Bluetooth
(Android Only)

—
[E8 HeHs Mobise Cortrol

Landing Gear
Extend

v Lo ]

oo

Retract

P> Google Play

Google Play is a trademark of Google Inc.

HWH"® Towable App

Control HWH® Hydraulic Landing Gear
from your vehicle cab for easy hitching
and unhitching. Then, once you are
unhitched you can also control your
HWH® Hydraulic Leveling System.

Camera not included. For more information on
camera please contact HWH Corporation.

CORPORATION A

HWH.com
1-800-321-3494

HWH Corporation, Circle 124 on Reader Service Card
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A unique attraction in the town of Alliance, Carhenge mimics England's
prehistoric monument with a carefully arranged ring of vintage cars

article by Suzan Jackson

Just north of tiny Alliance, Nebraska,
is an unusual roadside attraction,

a bit of unique Americana known as
Carhenge. Seemingly in the middle
of nowhere (though not far from the
Oregon Trail and on the way to South
Dakota's Black Hills) stands a full-size
replica of Stonehenge...made out of
classic American cars and arranged
to reproduce the ancient cluster of
monoliths in England.

Jim Reinders created this unusual
sculpture as a tribute to his late
father. Reinders lived in England
and is fascinated with Stonehenge,
so he studied its design and thought
it would be fun if his hometown had
a “Stonehenge West.” His family
decided to create a replica as a
memorial, and in 1987 about 35 family
members gathered to build it.

They carefully placed 39 vintage
American automobiles in the shape,
arrangement and dimensions of
Stonehenge. The vertical cars are
buried trunk-down in 5-foot-deep pits,
with other cars forming the arches,
fallen stones and “heel stone.” The

whole thing is spray-painted gray to
mimic Stonehenge. Carhenge was
officially dedicated to Jim’s father on
the summer solstice in 1987 and has
been open to the public ever since.

The site also features the Car
Art Preserve with colorful metal
sculptures made from cars and car
parts, including a dinosaur, a flower
and a prizewinning spawning-salmon
sculpture. Reinders himself added the
sculpture Fourd Seasons, using Ford
cars to represent wheat in Nebraska
during spring, summer, fall and winter.

Carhenge is open daily year-round
with free admission and attracts more
than 68,000 visitors annually from all
over the world. The Pit Stop Gift Shop
is open during the summer months.
In town, the Knight Museum and
Sandhills Center complex is known for
its local-history exhibits and research
room with microfilmed newspapers,
photos and genealogical files.

Less than an hour’s drive south-
west of Carhenge is Chimney Rock
National Historic Site in Bayard,
Nebraska, another worthwhile stop

Adjacent to the Stonehenge replica
(below), Carhenge’s Car Art Preserve
features sculptures created from various
automotive parts including (far left)

a spawning salmon and (left) Dino, the
dinosaur, inspired by The Flintstones.

in the region. Chimney Rock is a
prominent natural landmark along
the Oregon and California trails that
was well known to pioneers and
Native Americans. A museum in the
visitor center explores the unique rock
formation and the human history of
the area along the westward trails.
For those seeking RV accommo-
dations, Over the Hill Campground,
a new RV park next to Carhenge,
is scheduled to open this summer.
Located on County Road 59, the park
will have 15 campsites with water
hookups and four with full hookups,
and plenty of room for self-contained
RVs. In Bayard, Chimney Rock Pioneer
Crossing Campground offers 16 pull-
through sites with full hookups and
views of Chimney Rock. Those wanting
more amenities can travel to Gering,
about 60 miles southwest of Alliance,
to Robidoux RV Park, with 42 paved
sites, including 37 with full hookups.

Carhenge
308-762-3569, www.carhenge.com

Chimney Rock National Historic Site
www.nebraskahistory.org/sites/rock

RV Parks
Over the Hill Campground, Alliance
308-762-3763

Chimney Rock Pioneer Crossing
Campground, Bayard

308-631-4700
www.chimneyrockpioneercrossing.com

Robidoux RV Park, Gering
308-436-2046
www.gering.org/robidoux-rv-park
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inTech Luna Teardrop

RVers who like good things that come in small packages
and want to experience the outdoors will appreciate
inTech’s Luna, featuring a front windshield that spans the
front of the teardrop trailer. At more than 2 feet tall and 6
feet wide, the three-ply tempered-glass windshield is the
only one in the industry to grace the front of a teardrop,
according to the company. The uniquely shaped Luna has
a rounded back, front-leaning cap and large frameless
windows that open outward.

Step inside the 4-foot, 7/s-inch-tall Luna’s interior and
nearly 7-foot-long floor space via one of two rounded entry
doors — one on each side — to a 40-inch TV, a Bluetooth-
enabled AM/FM stereo with DVD player, and a table centered
under the windshield. Two 30-by-82-inch futon sofa beds have

inTech’s Luna has

dual entry doors and
opposing 21-by-37-inch
windows with cast-
aluminum valances cov-
ered in fabric. Under the
foam floor by the entry
doors are storage bins.

backrests with cupholders and can be configured for sitting
and sleeping. Optional are a Dometic 10,500-Btu air condi-
tioner with heat pump and a MaxxAir roof vent with remote.

Outside, the rear wall lifts to reveal a full kitchen with
lots of headroom, a spice rack with bungee restraint,
speakers, a microwave, a three-burner range with a drip
pan incorporated into the single-basin sink with a spring-coil
pull-down faucet, and a 12-volt DC Dometic refrigerator/
freezer on a lock-out sliding tray. Optional is 12-volt/120-volt
refrigerator with a mobile app to control temperature.

The 1,800-pound (claimed) Luna is all-aluminum con-
structed with a fully welded cage frame and has a fiberglass
exterior roof and side walls. Gross vehicle weight rating
is 2,200 pounds. Freshwater capacity is 8 gallons, and a
5-gallon LP-gas cylinder is housed inside a storage com-
partment on the A-frame for a clean look. Base MSRP is
$16,537, and the fully loaded price is $19,995.
inTech RV, 574-773-9536, www.intechrv.com




Southern California Chocolate and Wine Festival
Pechanga RV Resort and Casino in Temecula, California, is hosting its 10th-annual
Chocolate Decadence and Wine Festival with proceeds supporting various housing
projects for underprivileged families through Habitat for Humanity. The complex
recently expanded its open-year-round RV park to include more than 200 luxury RV
sites and provides 24/7 shuttle service to the neighboring casino.

The festival takes place Friday, March 9 (7 to 10 p.m.), and Saturday, March 10
(1to 5 p.m.), and will include hundreds of wine varieties and chocolate confections
in every mouth-watering combination imaginable, plus gourmet food, live music,

a silent auction and raffles.

Friday’s event runs $60 per person ($80 for early entry VIP tickets) and includes
unlimited tasting of wine, spirits and confections, and a souvenir wine glass.
Saturday’s event is $65 per person ($90 for early entry VIP) and includes the above,
as well as gourmet food samples. Tickets for both days are $100 and $140, and
Designated Driver tickets are $35 and $40 respectively. Guests must be 21 or older.

The fund-raiser will be hosted in Pechanga’s new 40,000-square-foot Pechanga
Summit event center. The adjacent casino
has 4,000 slots and table games,
live entertainment with concerts
and guest stars, a comedy club and
a variety of restaurants. RV resort
guests receive free use of the driving
range at the 18-hole Journey golf
course. Nearby are 40-plus wineries
to explore.

888-732-4264, www.pechanga.com

TAKE A TRIP

TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.

LITERALLY.

Tire Slzes Ply Ré f

ST175/80R13 -6PR"
ST185/80R13 - 6PR
ST205/75R14 - 4PR
ST205/75R14 - 6PR
ST215/75R14 - 6PR

ST205/75R15 - 6PR
ST205/75R15 - 8PR
ST225/75R15 - 8PR
ST225/75R15 - 10PR

*3 ply sidewall construction

MAXXIS.COM 1-800-4-MAXXIS

SoCal Advenrire Hotel

In the unique town of Ojai, California,
where chain stores are prohibited
and boutique hotels, specialty

shops and art galleries abound,

the Caravan Outpost offers 11
Airstream trailers for rent. Set up in

a horseshoe shape to make a small
community surrounded by palm
trees, the Airstreams have a queen
bed and a bathroom, and some offer
additional sleeping for children or
small guests. Restrooms, showers
and barbecue grills are available.
Ojai, which is surrounded by
mountains, is known for its comfort-
able climate and hiking and biking
trails. Airstream rentals range from
$179 to $359 per night.

Caravan Outpost, 805-836-4891,
www.caravanoutpost.com

ST235/80R16-10PR*




RV Parks of the Year

Ocean Lakes Family Campground in
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, was
named Mega Park of the Year for
2017, the industry’s highest award, by
the National Association of RV Parks
and Campgrounds (ARVC). Open
year-round, Ocean Lakes offers 859
campsites on its 310 acres and hosts
Sandy Harbor Water Park.

Other ARVC awards went to Moon-
shine Creek Campground in North
Carolina, Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park
at Kozy Rest in Pennsylvania, Cherry
Hill Park in Maryland, River’s End
Campground in Georgia, and Evergreen
Campsites and Resort in Wisconsin.
www.oceanlakes.com, www.arvc.org
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Torklift International, Circle 145 on Reader Service Card
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Light-Truck Sales

Releasing its 2018 forecast, the National
Automobile Dealers Association (NADA)
predicted the U.S. sale of 16.7 million
new cars and light trucks this year.
According to NADA senior economist
Patrick Manzi, the vehicle-segment mix
will continue to favor light-truck sales,
which in 2017 accounted for nearly 64
percent of all new light vehicles sold.
The light-truck market share is likely
to top 65 percent in 2018, Manzi said.
According to NADA Chairman Mark
Scarpelli, “We are looking at a stable

market where demand — particularly
for light trucks, SUVs and crossovers —
continues to be very healthy.”
www.nada.org
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OVER 40 YEARS OF INNOVATION, QUALITY, SAFETY.
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RV SITES |

Yosemite Lakes RV Resort
Yosemite Lakes RV Resort, a Good Sam
Park and Thousand Trails facility open
year-round in Groveland, California, has
made more of its 170 RV sites available
during the winter months. “There are
great areas for cross-country skiing
within 30 minutes of our campground
and several snow-play areas that are
even closer,” said park manager Miguel
Ortiz. The South Fork of the Tuolumne
River runs through the resort, which
has 231 full-hookup sites and is 5 miles
from Yosemite National Park’s west
gate. Guests can receive discounts on
skis, snowshoes and mountain-bike
rentals from nearby outfitters.
www.stayatyosemite.com
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torklift.com/TrailerLife
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Featuring a complete line-up of travel trailers

www.HEARTLANDRYVS.cowm

The Heart of Family Recreation

Heartland Recreational Vehicles, LLC, Circle 121 on Reader Service Card




Escape Trailer, Circle 116 on Reader Service Card

Maine’s Fox Carlton Pond Sporting Camps

Fox Carlton Pond Sporting Camps,
Campground and RV Park in Phillips,
Maine, opens for the season on May 11
with its new Sugar Ridge area featuring
RV sites with hammock-hanging areas.
The é4-acre campground, noted for its
fishing, has a private pond [no license
required), and use of demo fly rods,
kayaks, canoes and paddle boats is
included in the campsite fee. The 5-acre
catch-and-release pond is stocked with

INewly, E’&@@]@@u

brook and rainbow trout, and along the
Sandy River fishing is open for trout.
Open through October 14, the camp-
ground is ideal for outdoorsy people who
like to relax and commune with nature
or want to fish, hike, bike or explore
trails on ATVs. The campground offers
basketball, pickleball and horseshoe
courts. RV sites have electric and water
hookups, and there’s a dump station.
The camp’s Fly Rod Crosby Days

_for

Check out our website for current pricing, options

and standard features for the NEWLY REDESIGNED
2018 ESCAPE 5.0TA (21’ tandem axle fifth-wheel).
Also see our Travel Trailer in 17;, 19’ & 21’ lengths.
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takes place May 18 to 20 with all things
fly-fishing including clinics, fly-tying
lessons and a guided trip to Rapid River.
The sixth-annual Fly Casting Clinic
is scheduled for June 9, and Autumn
and Fall Foliage Days are September
30 through October 14. More activities
include a gold-panning clinic, a guided
mountain hike, mountain-bike rentals
and a guided ride, and an exhibitor fair
with outdoor and veterans’ organizations.
Downtown Phillips (www.phillips
maine.com) is home to the Sandy River
and Rangeley Lakes Railroad museum
(www.srrl-rr.org), which is dedicated
to the preservation and restoration of
one of Maine’s original narrow-gauge
railroads, and offers rides on steam
locomotives. The museum and chamber
stage numerous events including
evening lantern-Lit train rides, Civil War
and Western re-enactments, Ghost
Trains, and Old Home Days the third
week in August with bathtub races.
Fox Carlton Pond Sporting Camps, 207-
491-5865, www.foxcarltonpond.com &

ned”

s==="" Money with

Buying Factory Direct
in Chilliwack, B.C.

Escape Trailer Industries

Proudly built in British Columbia, Canada

escapetrailer.com | 855-703-1650




Strong As An Ox™

S u pe r R i d e 20K Fifth Wheel Hitch

* New tapered locking pin reduces movement—rotate the handle to engage

* Arms ride on 4 built-in rubber springs—no need for an air cushioned pin box
» Super Ride eliminates up and down/back and forth movement

* Lightweight, modular design allows for one person installation and removal

» Self-lubricating plate - never wears out. No maintenance

5,000 Ib Vertical Tongue Weight ¢ 20,000 Ib Gross Trailer Weight 3 vertical adjustments: 177, 18”, and 19”

—m,______“{ — -
SUper & p:
: de
o 4 |
; ) Ride
BXR6200 Fits any 2-5/16” Gooseneck Hitch * .»*"ﬁ
BXR7200 Fits Industry Standard Rails uper

Blue Ox, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card Visit blueox.com or call 800-228-9289



"Dog-Tracking” Trailer

While investigating unusual tire wear on his family’s travel
trailer, a California RVer discovered cracks in the frame.
His wife asked RV Resolutions for help pursuing restitution
for the repair costs:

» We had been looking for just the right trailer for so

long and were excited when we bought a new 2014 KZ
Spree. Since then, we have taken about eight weeklong
trips and one three-week trip. It's not a ton of use, but with
two small children in school, owning a busy business, and
my husband, Jason, being a firefighter, we get away when
we can.

Last March when Jason went to get the trailer from
storage for a trip up the Northern California coast, he
noticed the tires were wearing poorly. Being a mechanical
guy, he got underneath the trailer and found the problem.
The spring hangers were bent, and the frame was cracked
in several places.

| called KZ right away and was told the company
would pay for just the bushings. We had to fix the trailer
no matter what, so we hired a mobile-repair guy. He told
us he thought the plastic bushings were substandard,
causing misalignment and resulting in wandering — or
“dog tracking” — which ripped the axle from the spring

hangers and cracked
the frame.

| went back and
forth with KZ for
months, and they
kept reassuring me
that they were working on our behalf. However, in June
they stopped replying, and we are at a loss of $3,918.75.
We are hoping there is something you can do to help.
Rayna Hess, Pacheco, California

THE COMPANY RESPONDS
After forwarding the Hesses” account to KZRV, we received
the following letter from a company representative:

KZRYV, the trailer manufacturer, and Lippert Components,
the frame manufacturer, have reviewed the photographs
and correspondence regarding the request for reimburse-
ment. The Spree 329K has a warranty that is valid for two
years. Our records indicate the Hesses” warranty expired
on June 5, 2015. In an effort to assist the customer, KZRV
and Lippert Components will each contribute $1,500
toward the repair cost. A check will be processed within
the next 30 days and mailed to Mrs. Hess.

Mark Owens, Aftermarket Services Manager

KZRV, Shipshewana, Indiana

Out-of-Pocket Roof Repairs
Hoping to be reimbursed for the full
cost of fixing his travel trailer’s rubber
roof, an Arizona reader contacted us:

» While covering the canopy of my
2017 Heartland Sundance XLT, |
noticed a subsection of the roof had
separated from the side wall and was
lifting and stretching the rubber roof.
| took the trailer to my sales dealer,
La Mesa RV Center in Phoenix. The
technicians determined that the
separation ran the full length of the
roof on both sides.

The trailer was out of its one-year
warranty, since | purchased it in May
2016 and the problem was noticed
in August 2017. Heartland agreed to
pay for the materials and six hours of
labor, but the service writer said La
Mesa would need 10 hours to make
the repairs. | had to cover the extra
four hours at a cost of $600.

When La Mesa stripped back the
roof material, they found that the
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plywood had been cut short up to 12
inches in places and the screws used
to hold the wood in place had come
out. An aluminum section had to be
fabricated to bridge the gap between
the roof wood and the side walls to
secure the proper screws.

It is my opinion that Heartland
did a poor job in the manufacture of
the roof and should cover the entire
repair costs.
Don Stuckey, Glendale, Arizona

THE COMPANY RESPONDS
We forwarded Don Stuckey’s request,

and Heartland responded as follows:

Heartland did not hear from the

NEED HELP?

please send a typed letter to Trailer Life RV Resolutions, 2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036. Include copies of appropriate bills and
correspondence as well as a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

RV Resolutions is a forum for the settlement of conflicts
between consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessory suppliers
and service providers. After exhausting all other resources without success,

customer that there was an issue
with the amount of time we approved
for the repair until we received the
letter from RV Resolutions. As a
gesture of goodwill, Heartland will
agree to reimburse Mr. Stuckey two
additional hours of the labor he was
charged for.

Anthony Roberts

Warranty Claims Manager

Heartland RV, Elkhart, Indiana

Don Stuckey sent a follow-up note:

» | am satisfied with Heartland’s
response and very satisfied with your
help. Thank you very much.

D.S. R




SUN QUT

RV VENT SHADE

Your Key to a Good
Night's Sleep!
« Mylar Backed Shade

Blocks Most Light For
14" x 14” Vents

 Simply Installs Over Current
Trim With Existing Screws

Open Vent Shade

» Shade Can Be Replaced
* Reduces Heat

» Easily Retracted To Allow
Natural Light In

MRSP $59.99

Manufacturer Part No: 015-201612

Distributed by:
AP Products

Closed Vent Shade

PRODUCTS

866-682-2837
bauerproducts.com

Bauer Products, Circle 108 on Reader Service Card
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Map# Event Name

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14

Colorado RV Adventure Travel Show

Wisconsin RV Show

Knoxville RV Show

Greater Atlanta RV Show

South Carolina RV & Camping Show - Greenville
Mid America RV Show

Washington Camping RV Expo

Greater Chicago RV Show

New Jersey RV & Camping Show - Edison
Lexington RV Show

Cincinnati - Dayton RV Show

Greater Phoenix RV Show

Minneapolis/St. Paul RV, Vacation & Camping Show
Richmond Camping RV Expo

E US AT A -1

Dates™

1/4/18 - 1/6/18
1/5118 - 1/7/18
1/5/118 - 1/7/18
1/5118 - 1/7/18
1/5/118 - 1/7/18
1/1118 - 1/14/18
1/12/18 - 1/14/18
119/18 - 1/21/18
1119/18 - 1/21/18
1/19/18 - 1/21/18
1/25/18 - 1/28/18
1/26/18 - 1/28/18
2/9/18 - 2/11/18
2/9/18 - 2/11/18

Colorado Convention Center

Wisconsin Center District

Sevierville Convention Center

Georgia Int’l Convention Center

TD Convention Center

Kansas City Convention Center - Bartle Hall
Dulles Expo Center

Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center
New Jersey Convention & Exposition Center
Kentucky Horse Park

Dayton Convention Center

Phoenix Convention Center

Minneapolis Convention Center

Richmond International Raceway Complex

*Good Sam Club members save 50% on up to two (2) adult admission tickets. **Dates subject to change.

Retail value Buyers Guide $7.99, MotorHome Magazine $4.99, Trailer Life Magazine $4.99. GS058263-0917
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COMPLIMENTARY RV BUYERS GUIDE, MOTORHOME AND TRAILER LIFE MAGAZINES AT MOST SHOWS

ENTER TO WIN PRIZES ¢« RV EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS

Chattanooga RV Show

Atlantic City RV & Camping Show
Gulf Coast RV Show - Mobile
Harrisburg RV & Camping Show - Pennsylvania
Columbus RV Show

Colorado RV, Sports & Travel Show
Central lllinois RV Show - Peoria
Rhode Island RV & Camping Show
Virginia RV Show - Hampton
Memphis RV Show

Springfield RV & Camping Show
Greater Tucson RV Show

Good Sam Indy RV Super Show

Dates™

2/16/18 - 2/18/18
2/16/18 - 2/18/18
2/16/18 - 2/18/18
2/22/18 - 2/25/18
2/23/18 - 2/25/18
3/1/18 - 3/4/18
3/2/18 - 3/4/18
3/2/18 - 3/4/18
3/9/18 - 3/11/18
3/16/18 - 3/18/18
3/23/18 - 3/25/18
3/23/18 - 3/25/18
4/12/18 - 4/15/18

Venue

Chattanooga Convention Center
Atlantic City Convention Center
Mobile Convention Center

PA Farm Show Complex & Event Center
Greater Columbus Convention Center
National Western Complex

Peoria Civic Center

Rhode Island Convention Center
Hampton Roads Convention Center
Memphis Cook Convention Center
BOS Convention Center

Tucson Convention Center
Indianapolis Motor Speedway

Visit goodsamindyrvsupershow.com for more details on RV camping packages for the Good Sam Indy RV Super Show.

800.848.6247

| GSEvents.com
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Supersize

Living large in the five-slide, nearly 43-foot Coachmen Chaparral 381RD

s with most things in life, there’s more than one point

of entry into the RVing lifestyle, and there are most

certainly divergent paths within it. While some may be
looking for a way to adjust slowly to RV ownership or down-
size what they already have, others are searching for a trail
that goes deeper into the woods, so to speak.

Perhaps you've been on the road and now want more

comfort and amenities for longer, farther treks. Maybe you'd
like a prime central gathering place for your family and

u The 42-foot 10-|nch fifth-wheel has
- plenty of space and comfort for any
- type of gatherlng or act|V|ty w3
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camping companions. Or maybe the phrase “roughing it” is
simply not in your lexicon and you'd like an RV that reflects
that. The 2018 Coachmen Chaparral 381RD showed it'll fit the
bill for any of those scenarios.

The 381RD is a five-slide fifth-wheel with two slideouts in
the living room and one each in the kitchen, dining area and
bedroom. This 42-foot, 10-inch model is a mid-profile unit, the
largest of three Chaparral segments, in front of the Lites and
X-Lites. We've seen plenty of large and deluxe RVs, and just




article by Barb Riley photos by Shawn Spence

Opposing slideouts and reclining theate:r'seéts make the living room a great place to entertaina_
crowd or just kick back for some quiet time, with an abundance of natural light via plentiful windows.

because one has plenty of space doesn’t
mean it's been properly maximized —
but here, every inch is used well.

One feature that stands out is the
bathroom, which is still fully accessible
with all the slideouts retracted, an attri-
bute that should be present in every RV
made. Having your own bathroom to use
in lieu of public restrooms is one of the
major benefits of owning an RV, so you
should be able to utilize it at any pit stop.

Once we opened the slideouts, ex-
tended the electric awning (with an LED
light strip), and deployed the electric
front jacks and rear stabilizers, the
rest of the hookup procedure was aug-
mented by a conveniently condensed

(Right) Spacious hanging
wardrobes, a cabinet with
washer-dryer hookups and
an optional king-size bed in

a slideout grace the Chaparral
381RD’s bedroom. (Far right)
A skylight and a white molded
shower liner with a corner
seat give the bathroom a spa-
like feel. It has deep cabinets
and under-sink storage, and
is accessible even with all
slides retracted.

LED-lit command center where there
are two 120-volt AC outlets, cable and
satellite hookups, freshwater hookup,
tank-flush levers, winterization and
tank-fill connections, an outdoor hot-
and-cold shower and more.

Inside, there's an abundance of
natural light through the numerous
windows — 13, to be precise, plus three
more in the bedroom. It's a task to open
and close all those shades, so you have
to decide whether letting in all that light
is worth it. My answer is always yes. |
would rather have the option of keeping
some closed if | didn’t want to go to the
trouble but throw everything open on
the days | want all the light | can get. All

those windows also offer a nice cross-
breeze, and if you're in a scenic area,
you get a great all-around view.

At night, you're still good to go;
there are plenty of recessed LED ceiling
lights, and they're segmented nicely so
you can pick and choose which areas
to illuminate. The switches are even
located close to the lights they control
— arevolutionary concept, right? — so
you don’t have to operate them all from
the central control panel just inside the
entry door. You can actually be sitting
on the sofa and reach up to switch the
lights above it. It would be nice to have
softer light options in the living room,
but at least there was the optional
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ILLUSTRATION BY ROB ROY

4

(Above, left and middle) Between the solid-surface counters, island and bar and the freestanding dinette, there’s ample space in the kitchen
for food prep and other activities, including dining seating for eight. (Above right) The numerous cabinets and large lighted pantry provide

plenty of storage, even for fragile dishware.

electric fireplace, whose flickering-flame lights and hot-air
blower can be run separately or simultaneously.

The accoutrements and Brindle decor made for a very
pleasant atmosphere with warm wood tones, flooring and
fabrics, as well as the elegant touch of darker accents, such
as the freestanding dining table and chairs, and barstools
throughout the kitchen — and, oh, what a kitchen! Come with
me, friends, while | wax poetic.

I sing of the plentiful cabinet space, both up and down,
surrounding the stove and sink. Upper cabinets featured
tinted cross-patterned glass, and while | usually dislike glass
cabinets, it’s dark enough to keep the contents [and the
messiness thereof] mostly a mystery. Behold the pop-open
dish-brush drawer just beneath the sink, and the wine-bottle
space next to the microwave. See the vertical-pull drawer
with a kitchen-size trash can in it, ready to be bagged. Room
for a trash can, even a small one, is a critical element that too
many RVs mysteriously lack.

COACHMEN
RESIDENTIAL  PANTRY
SIDENTI REFRIGERATOR
S SHOWER
E, SQFA
g MICROWAVE J PTIONAL
KING
THEATER
SEATING [IJ O SED
g KITCHEN
= ISLAND
RIFOLD)
SOFA oyl
WASHER-DRYER
BUFFET BAR FREESTANDING HOOKUPS
TABLE
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There’s a glorious pantry, too, with a bright LED light
and a tinted-glass door behind which lipped shelves and
slide-out drawers reside; the bottom drawer is sectioned to
keep plates and other breakables secure during travel. The
optional 14.7-cubic-foot Haier residential refrigerator has
double doors with two freezer drawers below.

The “Kitchen Island of Paradise” is the most functional
one |'ve ever seen in an RV. It's a great size for counter space
and storage with three slide-out drawers, including one that’s
deep enough for pots and pans, all enclosed by a cabinet front
for a tidy look. There’s even a bar space at the end with two
curved-seat cushioned stools, and an outlet for appliances or
a laptop if you choose to do non-edible work there. Mosaic-
tile pendant lights over the island add illumination and style.

Optional solid-surface countertops grace the island and
kitchen work areas. There are matching-material covers
for the deep double stainless-steel sink, which features an
arched spout-or-spray faucet. Over the sink there’s an under-
cabinet light, and behind it is a dark-wood accent wall that
matches the island. It's a lovely choice, as it adds interest and
texture without being overly busy. The same can be said for
the faux-stone backsplash behind the 30-inch microwave and
stove area, which has nice side counter space for utensils or
small appliances that can be plugged into the electrical outlet
there. The folding-glass cover for the three-burner gas cook-
top provides for even more workspace.

Next to that beautiful kitchen, for which | still have car-
toon hearts streaming from my eyes, there’s a bar facing
the living area with two more of those cushioned stools and
another cabinet on the side. The living room itself is well-
appointed and comfortable, with a ceiling fan and more of
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Want to end the Navy shower routine?
Get the revolutionary Truma AquaGo instant water heater.

¢ True instant hot water at every tap* — That’s Truma luxury
° Truma hybrid technology keeps temperature constant — No scalding
e Exclusive decalcification technology — Extends life and maintains performance
e Operates at flows below 0.4 GPM
e Simply open “Easy Drain Lever” — Winterization done
*with Truma AquaGo’ comfort plus

The Truma AquaGo’ can replace any tankless
or 6-16 gallon RV water heater.
www.truma.net

(truma

Lakeland, FL 1.863.225.1417 More comfort on the move

Visit us at the Truma Sales & Service Center in

AquaGo by Truma Corp, Circle 148 on Reader Service Card



e Multiple colors, sizes and styles

¢ Residential styling and comfort

Jackknife Sofa

Euro Recliner Chair

Lippert Components, Circle 128 on Reader Service Card
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Tri-fold Sofa

Euro XL
Recliner Chair

e Will fit through most RV entry doors

e Configure to fit your RV

Swivel Glider

Recliner

Modular
Theater
Seating

Push Back Recliner

MOMENTUM THEATER SEATING

B ° Massage and heated seats

e L ighted cup holders and base
e Chaise style footrest

¢ Residential look and feel

e Striking visual appeal

Y
00066

lippertcomponents.com

A water-management panel in the pass-
through storage compartment gives easy
access to several controls in one location.

those tinted-glass cabinets. Three-seat
sofas bookend the living room, albeit
with no side tables for either, and two
optional theater-seat recliners with
cupholders in the center were a great
vantage point from which to watch the
optional 50-inch TV. While they sit up
against the bar, they're not anchored to
the floor, so you can scoot them forward
and recline without the bar being a
hindrance — although short-clearance
seat backs would be a preference.
There’s even a little ledge between the
wall and theater seats with an electri-
cal/USB outlet at the back. Add in that
Ultraleather finish, and you have prime
movie-viewing spots.

The 381RD looked great so far,
but | still had to determine functionality.
The real test came one dark and stormy
night when our group’s usual picnic-
table potluck was rained out and we
had to relocate. With our large party,
my digs were naturally declared the
shelter of choice, so the eight of us
piled in. As everyone gravitated toward
their area of work and interest, | took
notes on how well the Chaparral ac-
commodated them all.

In the kitchen, a few people got to
work with a flurry of dinner prepara-
tions. The stovetop was put into use,
vegetables were washed in the sink,
and there was general prep and as-
sembly on the island. The others found
their way to seats at the bar and in the
living room. They flipped through the
many channels available through the
King Jack over-the-air HDTV antenna
and cable-TV hookup, taking particular
enjoyment from those recliners. | re-
ceived all thumbs-up comments from
both factions, with one exception: When



people in the recliners are conversing
with people seated on the curbside sofa,
the slideout corner can obstruct their
view of each other. One of the best fea-
tures, to my mind, was that, once dinner
was served, every one of us had tabletop
seating, between the four dinette chairs
and the four barstools. Not one person
had to balance a plate on their lap.
That's a significant feat in any RV, even
one as large as this. Someone thought
that out, and we appreciated it.

Once the rain abated and everyone
excused themselves quite some time
later — a sweet courtesy, after catch-
ing me rubbing my eyes — | was left
to explore the 381RD’s bedroom and
bathroom. The front bedroom has a
large center sliding-door cabinet with
washer-dryer hookups, flanked by two
lighted wardrobes with double mirrored
doors, hanging rods inside and drawers
underneath. There’s also a floor dresser
on the curbside wall with an electrical/
USB outlet. The bed has ledges with
cupholders and power outlets on both
sides, which | loved, unlike the optional
king-size mattress. It's described as
“pillow-top” but, of course, everything
is relative in RV-speak, so it was still
maybe just 5 inches tall and had very
little give, and it wasn't as comfortable
as I'd hoped.

Use of the bathroom, though, was
ajoy. RV bathrooms are a necessity for
which I've never minded cutting corners.
But in the Chaparral, | didn't feel like |
was sacrificing anything. To the contrary,
| felt a bit spoiled. Again, the storage is
plentiful with a medicine cabinet, under-
sink storage and deep cabinets for
linens. The shower is roomy, light and
bright with its white molded stone-
pattern liner, which lent itself to a spa-
like feel with the skylight overhead. It
has a corner seat and tripane-glass slid-
ing doors that seal perfectly in the tracks
so no water escapes. | did wish there
was more light in the shower; the sky-
light helps for daytime use, but at night
it's pretty dim in there. The sink here is
also solid-surface, with a good amount
of counter space and a power outlet.

Have | conveyed yet just how much
utility and space there is in the Chapar-
ral 381RD? While this fifth-wheel is a

SPECIFICATIONS

2018 COACHMEN CHAPARRAL 381RD

Exterior Length 42'°10"
Exterior Width 8
Exterior Height 12" 4"
Interior Width 79"
Interior Height 8' 4"

Construction Laminated and double-
welded aluminum-framed floor and Azdel
side walls, fiberglass exterior and TPO roof

Freshwater Cap. JAKELR
Black/Gray-Water Cap. 45/90 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 14 gal.
Water-Heater Cap. 10 gal.
Refrigerator 14.7 cu. ft.
Furnace 30,000 Btu
Air Conditioners (2) 15,000/13,500 Btu
Converter 55 amp
Dealer installed

ST235/80R16E

Dexter rubber equalization
with EZ-Flex

Battery
Tires
Suspension

Weight (freshwater, water
heater, LP-gas full; no cargo)

Hitch Weight

Axle Weight

GVWR

GAWR

Cargo Carrying Cap.
MSRP, Base

MSRP, As Tested
Basic Warranty

12,480 lbs.
3,120 lbs.
9,360 lbs.

14,500 lbs.
7,000 Lbs.
2,020 lbs.

$51,823
$61,654
1year

574-825-5821, www.coachmenrv.com
Circle 154 on Reader Service Card

monster in look and feel, in a good way,
it doesn’t tow like one, thanks to a few
key elements, such as the Dexter E-Z
Flex rubber equalizer suspension and
the aerodynamic Turn-Tec front-cap
design, which has a 90-degree turn-
ing radius and allows towing by many
6-foot-bed trucks.

There’s a weight advantage, too,
with the Azdel-composite-backed side
walls. Azdel is 50 percent lighter than
wood and impervious to mildew, rot and
mold. Since it is void of moisture, it vir-
tually eliminates delamination. This is
a huge plus in my book.

If you're looking to upsize your life on
the road in a smart way, take a look at
the Coachmen Chaparral 381RD. Con-
sidering all the thought put into both its
construction and design, it's pretty clear
that this fiver is the whole package. &

SHIVEL ik

866-794-8357

500-1200 LB. CAPACITY ,TORSION SUSPENS/ON
CANNOT JACKKNIFE OR FISHTAIL

SwielWheel

Fast Master Products, Circle 117 on Reader Service Card

281-391-6750

TR 5
TIRED OF TRAILER TIRE

PROBLEMS?

BOAR’S WHEEL/TIRE
UPGRADE SOLUTIONS FOR
TRAILERS ENABLE YOU TO:

» Carry more weight (up to 6,008/lbs.)
» At highway speeds (up to 87/mph)

» Increase tire life (x3-x7 longer)

e Improve handling

» Lower rolling resistance (+mpg!)

e Improve safety

BOAR
HEAVY-DUTY TRAILER SOLUTIONS V
888-619-5622
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GENERATORS
MADE FOR RVS
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2,000 STARTING 1,600W RUNNING 3,200W STARTING 2,800\ RUNNING

LIGHTWEIGHT

Weighing only 44lbs, moving a
generator around your campsite has
never been easier.

ULTRA QUIET

Keep the neighbours happy with an
engine that's no louder than a
conversation, even at max power.

PARALLEL POWER

Power a 15,000 BTU air conditioner
with ease by connecting two
eZV2000P’s in parallel.

POWER YOUR AIR CONDITIONER
An industry leading 208cc engine will
deliver the power any 13,500 BTU air
conditioner needs.

REMOTE START

Start your generator without leaving
the comfort of your RV, using the
included remote and auto-choke.

LONG RUN TIME

A large 7.4L tank requires fewer refills
and can power your campsite for over
15 hours with EcoMode technology.

Available at www.energizergenerators.com



article by Kristopher Bunker and the RVBusiness staff photos by Shawn Spence

FIFTEEN INNOVATIVE RVS FOR 2018

here are more than a half-million reasons why the
RV industry could have spent the 2018 model year
doing nothing more than playing catch-up. Half a
million is a big number in anyone’s book, and the
most recent estimate by Recreation Vehicle Industry As-
sociation (RVIA) prognosticator Richard Curtin pegged final
2017 wholesale RV shipments at 505,600 units, the most
since the association began recording them in 1978. What
that means, aside from continuing the industry’s nine-year
run, is that manufacturers are pretty busy filling orders.

But as attendees discovered at last fall's trade shows —
where new models and floorplans are often first shown to
North American RV dealers — the manufacturers haven't
chosen to rest on their reputations. While the ongoing
popularity of RVs has been influenced by tax reform, better
finances and more available credit, it has more to do with a
manufacturing base that continues to design and engineer
innovative new RVs across the entire price spectrum.

Those accolades, though, aren’t limited just to RV man-
ufacturers. Perhaps in no other year has the technology
developed by, or in conjunction with, builders’ supplier
partners wielded greater influence than on many of 2018’s
new designs. Keystone's new two-patio, bath-and-a-half
Fuzion 424 toy hauler is a case in point.

“One of the biggest complaints we hear from customers
is, "Hey, my unit won't cool down,” said Jeremiah Dumka,
product manager for Keystone’s Fuzion and Impact brands.
“Builders have been putting three air conditioners on big units
for a long time, but they've been on an energy-management
system where one shuts down and another starts up.

“We have developed a system in conjunction with Dometic
that allows owners to run all three A/C units at once off 50-amp
service,” Dumka explained, referring to the Fuzion’s Omni-Chill
system. “And if you're at a campground that has only 30-amp
power available, you can run two air conditioners.”

The 43"2-foot, three-slideout floorplan also incorpo-
rates a peninsula dining table with integrated swing-out
barstool seating, an innovation Keystone debuted last year.
Other interesting functions include storage for the loft
ladder and a huge hidden pantry behind a swing-out panel
that houses the entertainment system.

With a starting price of $112,000, the toy hauler includes
a rear half bath that's accessible from the garage but
actually occupies real estate in the kitchen area, freeing
up the entire 12'2-foot garage, which, by the way, carries a
whopping 5,000-pound capacity. The 424 also has auto-start
capability for its onboard generator, a feature that can be
programmed into its iN-Command control system.

The Fuzion 424 isn’t the only new model with unique
features. The 2018 towables on the following pages, along
with those showcased in the January issue, underscore why
RVIA's Curtin expects wholesale shipments in the coming
year to surpass 520,000 RVs, more than 85 percent of which
will be hooked up behind the family car, SUV or truck.

(Far left) Utilizing the corner space behind the entertainment center
and electric fireplace, the Fuzion 424 incorporates a hidden pantry.
(Left) The Fuzion’s front porch is outfitted with LED lighting and a TV.
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STARS OF THE SHOW

Airstream

Airstream, a subsidiary of Thor Indus-
tries, introduced the 28-foot Globe-
trotter 27FB as the first model in a
sleek new line of travel trailers. If the
Globetrotter name sounds familiar, it's
because Airstream has used it in the
past. According to Justin Humphreys,
vice president of sales and marketing,
resurrecting the name made sense
after the company went overseas to
work on the interior with British design
firm Astheimer.

“Since the Airstream shell doesn’t
change a whole lot, we try to have a
new set of eyes look at a space that
we've been designing in for years,”
Humphreys said. Astheimer’s design
cue was for a layout that flows. “The
furniture all wraps around each end —
around the bed, around the dinettes,
even in the cabinetry you'll see a lot of
flow to the design. It's very simple and
very modern,” he explained.

With a base price of $99,900, the
upscale 27FB features a north-south
queen bed up front (a twin-bed model
is also available). The streetside bench
of the rear dinette extends along the
wall for a 63-inch lounge/bed that abuts
a 6.7-cubic-foot refrigerator, a wardrobe
and a shower. Along the curbside wall,
the toilet and sink are opposite the
shower, and a well-appointed galley
is just off the entry door.
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Cherokee

Forest River’'s Cherokee division
debuted the Alpha Wolf line. “The
all-new Alpha Wolf brand is part of our
next step in the laminated series of
Cherokee products,” said John Quake,
Cherokee’s general manager. “Every
wall in this trailer — including the slide
room — is fully laminated, making it a
lighter-weight coach designed specifi-

cally for lighter-weight trucks or SUVs.”

With a base MSRP of $23,900, a
dry weight of 5,500 pounds and a gross

CrossRoads

When CrossRoads RV, a subsidiary

of Thor, redesigned its line of Cameo
fifth-wheels, it did so with the theme of
“twice is nice,” according to Regional
Sales Manager Nino Porpiglia.

“What we mean by that is that there
are two of all of the large features,” he
explained. “For example, there are two
fireplaces, two televisions, two power

vehicle weight rating (6vwr) of 7,200
pounds, the Alpha Wolf 26DBH-L
features a large flush-floor slide, an
8-cubic-foot refrigerator, a walk-in
pantry and plush mattresses on the
rear bunks. The front master suite has
a queen bed and lockable doors.

“The front cap is part of our Limited
package, along with an oversize 20-foot
awning, exterior camp kitchen, full
pass-through storage and MORryde
double entry steps,” Quake added. The
Alpha Wolf is initially offered in two
floorplans, including the rear-kitchen
27RK-L, which features a large living-
room slide. Two additional floorplans
are in the works.

vent fans.” Add to that a pair of awnings,
along with a 2-inch receiver and an
upgraded suspension, pinbox and
exterior high-gloss finish, all standard.
By putting the new models on a
straight frame-rail chassis, versus a
drop chassis, CrossRoads was able to
reposition the price category, Porpiglia
said. Base price is $63,000, and lengths
range from 35 feet, 2 inches to 42Y- feet.
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DO YOU INSURE YOUR TOW VEHICLE

SEPARATE FROM YOUR

TRAILER?

DON’'T GET STUCK PAYING
TWO SEPARATE DEDUCTIBLES

GET A FAST, FREE QUOTE!

Call: 1-866-766-6348 and mention savings code TD-6E
Click: GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/6E

GET A 510 CAMPING WORLD MERCHANDISE
CERTIFICATE WHEN YOU GET A FREE QUOTE!

Certificate will be mailed 4-6 weeks after quote is requested. Certificate not available in GA and NM. Availability, eligibility, coverages, features and benefits may vary by state and carrier.
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STARS OF THE SHOW

Grand Design
A division of Winnebago Industries, Grand Design launched
its new line of Transcend travel trailers. Priced between
$20,000 and $30,000, the eight trailers vary in length from
25 to 36 feet and have dry weights in the high-5,000-pound
to mid-6,000-pound range.

While the non-laminated Transcend can be described as
a “stick-and-tin” trailer, Grand Design officials shy away from
the entry-level association attached to that label. “We focused

on quality,” said Product Manager Peter Kinden. Heartland

The initial floorplan, the 32-foot Transcend 27BHS The 41-foot, 5-inch Gateway 3700RD has what A.J. Jones,
bunkhouse, sleeps 10 and weighs about 6,400 pounds dry. senior general manager of Thor subsidiary Heartland RV,
Features include a power A-frame jack, a power awning, said is “the biggest kitchen | know of that's been put into a
aluminum entry steps and an upgraded insulation package. fifth-wheel.” Situated amidships, just inside and forward of the

entry door, the U-shaped kitchen has ample counter space and
a raised bar facing the rear living area. A large refrigerator and
sizable pantry sitin their own streetside slideout.

Putting the spacious den in the rear, the layout features
opposing slides with a love seat, a sofa sleeper and theater
seating facing the rear-wall entertainment center. The front
master suite has a standard queen bed in a slideout and a
large front-wall closet with washer-and-dryer prep. The
exterior also has a substantial amount of front-end storage
and a full outdoor kitchen under the awning.

Heartland's new fiver has a 15,500-pound GvwR and a
starting price of $68,097.

The Only 16’ Fishing Boat

That Goes 17 mph & Fits in a Motorhome!

j——— —_—

The Sea Eagle® FishSkiff™ 16 inflatable boat can be
motored long distances to fishing spots other anglers only
dream about. Fold up & carry in your car, SUV, motorhome or
on a small sea plane. Features 2 swivel seats with rod-holders,
2 built-in 40" fish rulers & 2 Scotty mounts & 3 separate
air chambers for safety.

*16'long x 54" wide
*Weighs just 94 Ibs. (hull only)
*Holds 2 people (900 Ibs) or up to
_ 1765 Ibs of people & gear
* Fits in any car trunk or motorhome &

: packs to just 60”x 24" x 12”
Patent Pending *6 hp Capacity *Motors up to 17 mph

5 Boat packages available starting at $1999*. 8 -

(NY & WA residents add sales tax.) e — & * nflates in minutes
- H - ) Dept TLO38B

1 800 944 7496 fora FREE catalog ﬁmﬁ(gm 19 N. Columbia St., S?e 1, Port Jefferson, NY 11777
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STARS OF THE SHOW

Keystone

Another division of Thor Industries,
Keystone RV debuted the Cougar
32BHS, one of three new floorplans in
the nine-model fifth-wheel line. With
two separate bathrooms, the 36-foot
triple-slide bunkhouse will appeal to
families, said Product Manager Matt
Christensen.

“That’s the big catch on this
floorplan,” Christensen said. “Plus,
it has a big outside kitchen with
the Capital Grill cooktop that we
introduced for 2018. We're putting it
in all of those models.”

The 32BHS has a dry weight of
9,200 pounds and a $45,277 MSRP.

Lance

With the 24-foot 2465, Lance has
released its longest ultralight travel
trailer to date. Director of Marketing
Bob Rogers said the 5,500-pound (dry)
double-slide trailer’s other unique
feature is the king bed in the rear.

“I think that’s a first in an ultralight
travel trailer,” Rogers said. The 2465
comes with a pair of 40-inch LED
TVs, including one in the master suite
that disappears into a cabinet. Other
highlights are a roof rack, a J-lounge
sofa with an optional recliner in the front
living area, and an optional fireplace,
disc brakes and third LP-gas cylinder.

Pricing was undetermined at press time.

Liberty Outdoors

Lightweight travel trailer manufac-
turer Liberty Outdoors displayed a
prototype of its new retro-inspired
Serro Scotty Sportsman, a 14-foot,
1,700-pound (dry] trailer that will
retail in the high teens, according
to Dylan DeHoff, Liberty’s chief
operating officer.

The focus on capturing the
brand’s vintage appeal is by design,
DeHoff said. “We've tried to keep the
outside as retro as possible. It's true
to the old Sportsman — windows in
the same exact spot, same metal.
Everything’s the exact same, but we
built it with modern construction.”

I’EAOIE IJF MIND FOR YOUR BEST FRIEND

Remote Temperature
and Video Monitoring

Protect yuur pets fmm extreme heat or cold by remotely monitoring your RV

Temperature Alerts
Right on Your Smartphone!

with the HomeMinder® Remote Video and Temperature Monitoring System
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AVAILABLE NOW AT CAMPING WORLD

AND OTHER FINE RV DEALERS
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From the Creators of the #1 TPMS in North America
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STARS OF THE SHOW

niiCamp

Following the success of its Cirrus 820 truck camper,
designed for shortbed pickups, niiCamp has introduced a
model for longbed owners, the Cirrus 920, with a 2,905-
pound dry weight and a $39,429 starting price.

“We've kept all the great things of the 820 and brought
them to the 920,” niiCamp President Scott Hubble said, “but
now with the extra 18 to 20 inches, we've been able to put
in some new features.” Those features include a convection
microwave oven, a slim-line refrigerator, a pullout pantry,
additional kitchen storage, a 27-inch TV in the living area and
a 19-inch TV in the cabover bed.

The 920 has two 6-volt, 220-amp AGM batteries on board
and two 5-gallon LP-gas cylinders. “Between the double
LP, the AGM batteries with more than a couple hundred
amp hours and a couple hundred watts of solar, you've got
a variety of power options to choose from,” Hubble said.

Riverside

Towable manufacturer Riverside RV made a splash at the
Louisville show with 19 units on display from its revamped
Mount McKinley and its 12-model Retro lines.

“As far as the Retro, the biggest thing about what we're
doing is, obviously, the old-school vintage trailer but with
modern amenities,” said Regional Sales Manager Chris
Daniels, while seated inside the Retro 189R, a 23-foot, 9-inch
couple’s trailer that weighs 3,760 pounds unloaded.

The Retro features aluminum construction with 30-gauge
aluminum siding. “Compared to the rest of the industry, it's
almost double the gauge of aluminum, so it almost feels like
siding on a house,” Daniels said. Other features include a
walk-around queen bed up front and a dry bath at the rear.

PermaPRO™ RV COVERS &

ClassA ClassB ClassC

5t Wheel

Travel Trailer R<POD

Molded Fiberglass

LIMITED

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

THE BEST

HASSLE-FREE WARRANTY
IN THE INDUSTRY
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Teardrop Camper

Folding Camper
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you took a chance on us.
And many of you told
your neighbors, your friends.
Together we showed the world that
American Manufacturing isn’t dead,
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RV Armor Lifetime
Roof :

leak and
worry-free

FOR LIFE.

© Lightweight: Seamless, and
maintenance-free

©® Convenient: Don’t Move! We'll
come to you and install your
new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.

© Affordable: Less expensive than
a traditional roof replacement

©® Permanent: Lifetime material
and labor
warranty.
Tracked by
the VIN #

www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-182-1667)

RV ARMOR is a Federally
Registered Trademark

of RV Armor, Inc.

All Rights Reserved.
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STARS OF THE SHOW

Taxa Outdoors

Trailers designed for off-pavement pursuits continue to surge in popularity,

and the 18-foot Mantis from Taxa Outdoors garnered plenty of attention at the
Louisville show. “When designing the Mantis, we had to have room for four
kayaks and four bikes, along with all the gear a person would take,” said Garrett
Finney, Taxa founder, CEO and lead designer.

“All our products excel at being off the grid or boondocking,” Finney said.
Beyond 14 inches of ground clearance, the Mantis has impressive headroom
with its pop-up roof and dual-purpose appointments that include a couch that
converts to a full-size bed. The trailer sleeps four and has a shower and a
cassette toilet. The 6-foot, 9-inch travel height, sub-2,800-pound dry weight and
aerodynamic shape make the Mantis easy to tow. “We tried to design the tow
vehicle purchase out of the equation,” said Finney. The trailer retails for around

$33,000 and fits in a standard garage.

Vanleigh

Vanleigh RV, the towable division of
Tiffin Motorhomes, introduced its new
Beacon luxury fifth-wheel. Targeting
full-time RVers, the Beacon comes
equipped with a roster of standard
features including full-body paint and
a high-gloss, ultra-sheen wood finish
on solid hardwood cabinetry.

The Beacon debuts with three
models, the 38RLB, 39FBB and
39GBB. All are 38 feet, 11 inches with
opposing slides in the rear living area
and a bed slide in the upper level. The
mid-bath 38RLB has an unloaded
weight of 13,500 pounds, and the
bath-and-a-half 39FBB and wine-bar-
equipped 39GBB weigh in at 14,500

Venture

Venture RV, a division of Thor subsidiary
KZ, brought a prototype of the Sport
Trek Touring Edition 302 to the
Louisville show. Dave Boggs, KZ's
general manager overseeing Venture
and Livin’ Lite, said the 33-foot travel
trailer is notable for its front-bedroom,
rear-bath floorplan. “There are a lot

of rear baths out there, but we've
separated ours with a king-bed slide

pounds dry. The latter two configura-
tions offer spacious bedroom suites
in the upper level with large master
baths and roomy front wardrobes.
With a base MSRP around
$120,000, the Beacon is equipped with
a 7-inch Spyder Controls multiplex
system with a color screen, an 18-
cubic-foot Whirlpool refrigerator and
a second patio awning.
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Our app-ready iN-Command’Control Systems bring smart home automation and monitoring
to your campsite. The iN:Command’ Global Connect feature keeps you in control
from anywhere in the world. Ask for iN:-Command on your next RV.
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Hensley® Towing Systems are
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STARS OF THE SHOW

up front with a double-door entry to the
bedroom area,” Boggs said.

Unlike other rear-bath configura-
tions, Boggs pointed out that the 302
features a living area designed so the
seating area is directly across from the
entertainment center. “The other thing
that separates us is we have a large
walk-in closet on this floorplan, with
a dresser and a mirror,” Boggs added.

The trailer has a 7,100-pound dry
weight and a $37,500 base price.

Winnebago

“One of the nice things about this new
floorplan is that it has two entry doors,”
said Winnebago Towables’ Director

of Marketing Mark Gerber of the new
Winnebago Minnie 2606RL. “One enters
into a nice living room with an oversize
dinette, a big 68-inch sofa in the rear
and great viewing for the TV from the
whole area. The other door enters into
the corner of the front bedroom with
easy access to the mid-bath.”

The bathroom has a roomy shower
with a large wardrobe next to the sink
and vanity, and the bedroom features
a full-size king bed. Gerber also noted
that there’s no carpet throughout the
entire 28-foot, 10-inch unit; Winnebago
opted instead for vinyl floor for easy
cleaning.

“This 8-foot-wide box is the most
populated segment of the business,”
said Gerber. “We thought this segment
from other manufacturers looked the
same, so we created a new interior
look.” Like all of the Minnie trailers,
exteriors are available in eight distinc-
tive colors.

With a 7,000-pound 6vwr and an
MSRP around $28,000, the 2606RL
sleeps five adults with a sofa bed aft
and a streetside dinette handling three
guests. &



GEICO for your RV
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GIVING BACK
WHILE ON A
SEASIDE TOUR
OF CENTRAL
CALIFORNIA

—
=
|

idway between Los Angeles
M and San Francisco, California’s

scenic Route 1 hugs the Pacific
shore for much of its 100-mile wander
through San Luis Obispo County. It's
a popular vacation destination and a
favorite of ours. Pismo Beach, Morro
Bay, Cambria and San Simeon — each
community offers a distinct appeal
and ways visitors can give back as they
travel up or down the coast.

We unhitched our travel trailer at
three campgrounds during a recent
exploration of the area. Enjoying perfect
weather, we hiked atop ocean bluffs and
through sand dunes, strolled beaches
and quaint main streets, toured historic
lighthouses, cruised Morro Bay, and
observed elephant seals and migrating
gray whales. We also visited a couple of
memorable wineries and succumbed
to a surfeit of culinary temptations.

And beyond paying for the goods and
services we received, we did uncover
some small ways to give back.

PISMO BEACH
Look carefully or you may miss the
Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center, just
south of the Santa Maria River and the
San Luis Obispo County line. Housed
in a vintage Craftsman-style bungalow
along Route 1, the Dunes Center is
supported by federal, state and local
agencies and a private nonprofit. Each
handles different responsibilities for the
coastal dunes that stretch from Pismo
Beach 15 miles south to Point Sal.

In the small visitor center, Will,
the education coordinator, provided
historical and natural-history informa-
tion, and supplied a helpful recreation
map. The exhibit displaying artifacts
from the set of the 1923 silent movie The
Ten Commandments, shot in the dunes,
reminded us of a tiny archaeological
museum. Don’t miss digging in the sand
on the projected-Llight topo map.

While you're there, you can arrange
to volunteer on an environmental-
stewardship project. Or you can simply

(Left, from top) Iconic Morro Rock, a 581-foot-high volcanic plug, identifies the harbor town of
Morro Bay. Farther north in Cambria, a sunny afternoon treats hikers to panoramic views from
the bluffs of Fiscalini Ranch Preserve, 434 idyllic acres of public open space.




make a donation to support the center’s
important conservation work, as we did.

We drove out to Rancho Guadalupe
Dunes Preserve County Park, a popular
surf-fishing spot, and visited freshwater
Oso Flaco Lake. The lake offered an
easy hike with views of dunes, beach
and colorful waterfowl, including ruddy
ducks and cinnamon teal.

While camping in the quintessen-
tial beach town of Pismo Beach, we
strolled the boardwalk, pier and small
downtown, and walked on the beach
at sunset. And since we were in the
neighborhood, we couldn’t miss eating
at Jocko’s, the iconic steak house in
nearby Nipomo. This popular place
serves quantities large enough that we
enjoyed leftovers the following day.

MORRO BAY

Morro Bay was our next temporary
residence. As the name implies, it's more
harbor than beach town. Instead of a
boardwalk, it has an embarcadero, with

a fair share of souvenir and T-shirt shops
among the art galleries. But the big
difference is the working harbor with its
marina and commercial fishing fleet.

While sea lions lounged on their
private dock in the middle of the bay and
sea otters paddled nearby, we got a good
look at the Morro Bay Estuary aboard
Captain Stew's Bay Cruise. In the shadow
of Morro Rock, the estuary is home to
commercial oyster beds and an array of
wildlife, and we learned that the Navy
had an amphibious training base here
during World War II.

Sportfishing charters, and kayak
and paddleboard rentals provide more
ways to experience Morro Bay and the
ocean just beyond. Not to be missed
is Tognazzini's Dockside Restaurant,
featuring fresh seafood, much of it
locally caught. It's a genuine local insti-
tution established by a fishing family to
market its catch.

From its headquarters on the embar-
cadero, the Morro Bay National Estuary
Program protects this wetland habitat,
and organizes restoration and cleanup
events, though none were planned while
we were visiting. Again, if you can’t
volunteer, making any size donation
helps support organizations like this one.

We signed up for a tour of the Point

BN A |

San Luis Lighthouse near Avila Beach.
We had visited a decade ago when the
only way to the lighthouse was hiking
or kayaking. This time we rode a shuttle
to the now-renovated lighthouse and
toured the building with knowledgeable
docents. We observed an artful restora-
tion with period furnishings.

The nonprofit Point San Luis
Lighthouse Keepers are responsible for
the upkeep of the 1890 structure and
other buildings on the site. By paying for
a tour, we contributed in a small way to
the restoration and maintenance of this
historic place.

SAN SIMEON

Heading north to the Piedras Blancas
elephant-seal rookery, we arrived to see
a beach crowded with seals, including
huge males weighing up to 5,000 pounds
and sporting pronounced proboscises,
the inspiration for the species’ name.
Docents from Friends of the Elephant
Seal answer visitors’ questions,

Pulling over for a break
and a beach view along
_coast-hugging Route 1.
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explaining that northern elephant seals
travel up to 3,000 miles into the north
Pacific and Gulf of Alaska, returning to
the rookery to birth, rest and breed. The
species has made a remarkable recovery
from near-extinction about a century ago
to more than 225,000 now.

Less than 10 minutes back down
Route 1, we pulled into the parking lot
of Sebastian’s, now part of the Hearst
Ranch Winery in the old village of San
Simeon. It's across the highway from
Hearst San Simeon State Historical
Monument, better known as Hearst
Castle. Opened as a general store
in 1852 when the village served as a
whaling and fishing port, Sebastian’s
is now a café and wine-tasting bar.
Although the wine is mostly grown and
produced inland near Paso Robles,
the association of the family name and
Hearst Castle draws visitors.

The venerable space was bustling
when we arrived in late afternoon to

éléssic symbol of coastal culture,
the Pismo Beach Pier has welcomed

~““tourists.and fisherfolk since 1924.

be greeted by Geraldine, who poured
several wines for us to taste and
explained the vineyard’s grape varieties
and winemaking approach. We enjoyed
learning about the winery, but when we
discovered Geraldine was a fellow RVer,
we traded stories about our favorite
travel adventures. The well-crafted wine
was very much to our taste, and one,
the Pergola petite sirah, ended up in
our trailer’s “cellar.”

CAMBRIA
That evening we dined at Linn’s on
Main Street in Cambria, just south of
San Simeon. Linn’s is another local
institution, known throughout the
central coast as a bakery, but the family
also operates a café, restaurant and
specialty market. We'd describe the
food we enjoyed in the high-ceilinged
eatery as elevated down-home cooking.
Cambria is another appealing small
town that is easy to hang out in, with an

(Below, from left) One-of-a-kind shops and galleries enliven the scene on a walking tour of
Cambria’s historic village. At nearby Stolo Family Vineyards, visitors sample local whites and
reds. A short drive up the coast, Piedras Blancas Light Station has been without its beacon
since 1949 when the lantern room was removed after suffering earthquake damage.
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CAMPING ON
THE GOLDEN COAST

MORRO BAY

A"2-mile stroll from the embarcadero,
Cypress RV and Mobile Home Park is
situated near the harbor.
805-772-2515

Morro Bay State Park offers 27 public
campsites 2 miles from the center of
the embarcadero.

805-772-2560, www.parks.ca.gov

Right on the beach, Morro Dunes RV
Park is a mile from the bustling heart
of the waterfront town.
805-772-2722, www.morrodunes.com

OCEANO

® A highly rated Good Sam Park,
Pismo Sands RV Park sits 1 mile from
the beach and 3 miles from Pismo.
800-404-7004

www.pismosands.com

PISMO BEACH

Pismo Coast Village RV Resort, a large
full-service facility, is right in town and
on the beach.

888-782-3224
www.pismocoastvillage.com

SAN SIMEON

With 115 campsites and beach access,
Hearst San Simeon State Park is
located 5 miles north of Cambria.
805-927-2020, www.parks.ca.gov
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We looked at a lot of options to fix
the leak in our RV roof and couldn’t
be happier with choosing RVroof.com!
They were friendly, knowledgeable,
and the product works as guaranteed.
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Need a New RV Roof?

RV FlexArmor® is the solution!
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L 3/16” Thick!
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abundance of one-of-a-kind shops
and galleries, good restaurants,
beautiful ocean bluffs and historical
architecture. Stopping by the Cambria
Chamber of Commerce and Visitor
Center on Main Street, we picked up
a walking-tour map. Beginning at the
town’s eastern edge, the tour weaves
through the center of the historic East
Village. We strolled past structures
dating from the 1860s to the 1930s,

a mix of styles and functions.

The Shop Next Door, built in the
1880s and next to the 1877 Squibb
House on Burton Drive, features
beautifully handcrafted furniture, and
the Vault Gallery, housed in a 1928
bank building on Main Street, struck
our fancy with its eclectic collection
from local artists and photographers.
Having worked up an appetite, we
headed for Indigo Moon, also on Main
Street, where, seated on the covered
back deck, we savored blackened
salmon salad and salmon tacos with
mango salsa.

Fiscalini Ranch Preserve is
a 434-acre gem in the center of
Cambria. Acquired as public open
space in 2000 after several unsuc-
cessful attempts at development, its
miles of trails are accessible every
day from dawn to dusk. Friends of
the Fiscalini Ranch Preserve hold

Below the road to Point San Luis
Lighthouse, RVs park along Avila Beach
Drive, named for its quiet seaside
terminus just north of Pismo Beach.

a conservation easement on the
property, raise funds to support the
preserve and organize volunteers for
various projects. We hiked a loop on
the Marine Terrace and Bluff trails
with unobstructed views of the Pacific
and northward-migrating gray whales
breaching and spouting.

Two miles east of the center of
Cambria’s East Village, on Santa Rosa
Creek Road, Stolo Family Vineyards
defies the odds and conventional wine
wisdom. Charlene and Donald Stolo
and their talented crew coax some
exceptional chardonnay, sauvignon
blanc, pinot noir and, most surpris-
ingly, Syrah, from their small hillside
and creekside vineyard, 3 miles as the
gull flies from the Pacific shore.

With coastal fog, onshore breezes
and moderate temperatures, ripening
grapes to the peak of flavor can be

WHAT IS STEWARDSHIP TRAVEL?

Stewardship travel connects tourists to the natural, cultural and historical environments
they visit and involves them in local conservation and preservation. It's something many
travelers do without thinking about it, but the tourism folks in California’s San Luis
Obispo County have made it easier by identifying a variety of activities and attractions
visitors can include in their travel plans to give back as they go.
www.highway1discoveryroute.com/stewardship-travel-activities

i?atrons é-t-Seba‘stian"s inSan Sime j

‘enjoy aView of hilltop .
store opened in 1852, Sebastian’s now serves as a tasting room-for Hearst:-Ranch Winery.*
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MORE FREEDOM.

Long distances, harsh elements, and fluctuating fuel prices
are just some of the challenges you and your truck face. Be gt
ready with a range-maximizing fuel tank system from Transfer &7
Flow. Tap every last ounce of your truck’s towing and hauling '@ IN-BED AUXILIARY FUEL TANKS
capabilities with an in-bed auxiliary fuel tank, toolbox and fuel
tank combo, or larger replacement fuel tank.

When your truck can tow a 22,000 Ib. trailer across the country
without breaking a sweat, don't compromise the performance or
quality of your fuel system with a lightweight plastic container.

Transfer Flow fuel tanks are manufactured from American-made
aluminized steel and aluminum diamond plate.

TOOLBOX AND

Spend less time at the pump, and more time on the road! FUEL TANK COMBOS

To find the fuel tank that best fits your needs, or to locate an
authorized installer of Transfer Flow fuel tanks near you,
call or visit our website at transferflow.com.

¥ TRANSFER FLOW, INC. \ -
The Leader in Aftermarket Fuel Tank Systems ™ —
™ u . s

We Fuel Your Adventures.




ON THE GOLDEN COAST

challenging, but attentive viticultural
practices help. The small, rustic-mod-
ern winery, with its sun-bathed tasting
room, was a welcoming and comfortable
environment in which to savor some
lovely and highly rated estate wines.
Several buildings on the historic
walking tour are restaurants, and we
returned to one of them, Robin’s, for
dinner. We first thought the menu,
self-described as “handcrafted global
cuisine,” seemed pretentious, but we
quickly reconsidered. It was an apt de-
scription of dishes that ranged from
prawn enchiladas to pork osso buco, and
included the tandoori chicken and pad
thai we ordered. Local ingredients and
deft and inventive preparation yielded a

meal that exceeded our high expectations.

PIEDRAS BLANCAS LIGHT STATION
On our final morning, we headed 12
miles north on Route 1 to the Piedras
Blancas Light Station. Once 100 feet tall
with a large first-order Fresnel lens,
today the lighthouse tower stands at 70
feet, missing its lantern and watch room.
The U.S. Coast Guard removed the top in
1949 when it was found to be structurally
unsound following an earthquake.

Now owned by the Bureau of Land
Management, the nonprofit Piedras
Blancas Light Station Association
provides maintenance, conducts public
tours and raises money for these and
other projects. So far, a redwood water
tower that once served the station
was reconstructed and the brick fog
signal building was restored. The big,
expensive undertaking is restoring the
top 30 feet of the tower including the
lantern. Financial donations will help
realize that dream, and volunteers are
encouraged to give of their time.

Near the lighthouse on the Piedras
Blanca bluffs, a state park project
proposes extending a coastal trail from
the elephant-seal viewpoints to the
beach at Arroya de la Cruz and creating
a 29-space campground, which would
be welcome additions to the region.

We could easily spend a week in
each of these communities and never
run out of enjoyable experiences or good
places to eat. And surely we could dig up
some more ways to give a little back. &

THE CRIGINAL
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SWAY CONTROL HITCH

The best performing
sway control hitch
on the market.

CHOICE
GOLD
AWARD
WINNER

2012 - 2017

The best protection for your journey.”

_ EqualizerHitch.com
= 800-478-5578

Made in the USA'

Progress Manufacturing, Inc., Circle 134 on Reader Service Card

Faster, Easier Sway Control

For faster and easier hitching and unhitching, <7 READERS

you need an e2 hitch. Weight distribution and & CHOICE
e ) SILVER
sway control are built right into the hitch, 2 AWARD

M
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At

getting you on the road quicker and providing Z"g '1“7NER

permanent sway control.

174 Fastway e2 - Faster, Easier.

Trailer Products FastwayTrailer.com e Toll Free 877-523-9103
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article by Jerry Smith
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TIPS FI]R KEEPING YOUR FURRY FRIENDS HHPPY HEHLTHY AND SAFE WHEN Yl]U TRHVE[

spaces or just driving a short distance to a really nice RV park for the

You re hitting the road, heading down that long hlghway to wide-open -

o weekend. What could be better than taking along your best friends,
v e@specially if those friends have tails? But while bringing pets along on a
vacation sounds like great fun, sometimes the pets themselves have other
deas. Even those that enjoy the journéy neespecialicare and consideration

0 keep thern safe and happ whlle tr ellng

Before You Go
Some animals have a hard time
adjusting to the idea that “home”
is moving and that the view out the
window is constantly changing or that
there are strangers walking by the
site all day. Before you leave, get your
pet acclimated to your RV. Transfer
some daily activities like mealtime and
playtime inside, so the RV becomes a
place where happy things go on. Leave
your dog inside alone for a short time to
see if it is prone to barking. The barking

48 TRAILERLIFE March 2018
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might not bother you, but your campsite
neighbors will probably disagree.

After your pet seems comfortable, go
for a trial drive and watch for nervous-
ness or carsickness. You might have to
start with short trips and work your way
up to longer stretches. Eating in the RV
and playing outside it while tethered lets
your dog ease into the idea of a longer
trip. It's important, too, not to get angry
with nervous or scared dogs during this
acclimation period. Remember, only
happy things should happen in the RV.

: Along with your own luggage, you""lf it

need to pack a bag for your pet. First and
most obvious is food, preferably enough
to last through the trip and get you home
in case you can't find your pet’s regular
brand while on the road. This is particu-
larly important for dogs, some of which
suffer intestinal distress when a new food
is introduced suddenly. Also pack bowls
for food and water, toys, brushes, poop
bags, litter and a litter box, leashes and
collars. If your pet takes medication, stock
up before you go and write down your vet-

PHOTO BY RICH COX



erinarian’s emergency information. Talk
to the vet about potential problems like
ticks or heartworm at your destination
and points along the way, and vaccinate
your pet accordingly. It's also a good idea
to have a record of your pet’s medical
history and proof of vaccinations.

Make sure your pet’s collar has
a license, tags for rabies and other
vaccinations, an emergency contact
tag with your cell number — there’s
no point in the campsite next door
phoning your landline to tell you
they found your dog — and a “travel
tag” with your RV's make, model and
license-plate number. If your pet is
microchipped, know exactly where the
chip is, and write down the number.

Dogs, especially long-haired
ones, can quickly fillan RV with fur
and, worse, odor. A pretrip visit to the
groomer for a brushing, clip and bath
makes your canine pal a much more
pleasant travel companion, as do
regular brushings to remove burrs and
stickers from long fur.

One last pretrip chore is to make
sure the campgrounds or parks where
you're planning to stay allow pets,
and under what conditions. Some, for
example, allow small dogs but not big
ones or a certain breed, or charge a
fee based on the size and number of
four-legged guests staying with you.
Once you're there, abide by the rules
governing where pets can go and how
they should behave.

TRIED &
TESTED

You wear seat belts while you're
driving or riding in a vehicle, and
your furry friends deserve the same
level of protection. The nonprofit
Center for Pet Safety crash-tests
pet-travel harnesses and carriers
that range from what the CPS calls
“distraction prevention” (virtually
useless in a crash) all the way up

to crates that can survive a rollover
without splitting or deforming. CPS
Certification ensures that the product
will give your pet the best chance of
survival in an accident.
www.centerforpetsafety.org

FOR THE LOVE OF ALL THAT'S WARM AND FUZLY, DON'T LET YOUR PET
SITIN YOUR LAP WHILE YOU'RE DRIVING. YOU MIGHT THINK IT'S CUTE,
BUT [T WON'T BE IF YOU GET IN A CRASH AND THE RIRBAG GOES OFF.

On the Road
Never leave your pet inside a trailer
while you're towing. Pets should ride
with the humans, in crates, carriers
or harnesses that prevent them from
wandering around inside the vehicle
and distracting the driver. The device
should be secured in case of an
accident to keep the occupant from
flying around inside the vehicle. For the
love of all that's warm and fuzzy, don't
let your pet sit in your lap while you're
driving. You might think it's cute, but it
won't be if you get in a crash and the
airbag goes off.

Dogs are creatures not only of
hair and drool, but of habit, too. More
than cats, they like to stick to routines
for food, walks and bathroom breaks.
Try to keep to a schedule for these
activities, but don’t rush it once you
stop to take care of them.

Dogs get more information about
their surroundings through their
nose than their eyes, and to them, a
leisurely sniff in a new place is as good
as a tourist-information booth or a
vista point to you. Take the opportu-
nity to stretch your legs and smell the
roses, or whatever is growing nearby.

Wherever you go, pick up after your
pet. Many public parks and RV camp-
grounds have poop-bag dispensers, so
you don't have to carry bags with you,
but bring some of your own for those
rest stops in the middle of nowhere.

Every pet owner knows, or should
know, how fast a car or truck with
the windows closed can heat up on a
sunny day, even if the air temperature
isn't that high. Keep this in mind if
you leave your pet in the tow vehicle
or RV while you're buying groceries or
gas, or sightseeing. Make sure there’s
plenty of water within easy reach,
and turn on the air conditioning, if
possible. Also, don’t lose track of time
and forget about the little guy back
in the rig holding his knees together.
Set the timer on your watch or phone

to remind you someone needs to go
outside soon.

Also, we've heard stories of the
air conditioner failing because of a
power surge and pets becoming dan-
gerously overheated inside the RV.
A wireless temperature monitor
lets you keep tabs remotely on the
conditions inside your RV while your
pet is waiting for your return.

In the Campground

Although your cat might not mind, your
dog won't want to spend the whole
vacation in the RV any more than you
do. A long, securely anchored tie-out
line (preferably made of something too
tough to chew through) gives your dog
some leeway to explore your site without
getting lost. A folding exercise pen for
use in the campsite doubles as a barrier
across the RV's door to let the breeze in
without letting the dog out. A water bowl
nearby is mandatory in either case.

First impressions are valuable
when meeting new people, and the
way you relate to your pet says a lot
about you. If your dog pulls at the leash
and darts left and right as you trail
behind shouting angry commands,
your campground neighbors are going
to wonder whether you or the dog is
in charge. Basic obedience training
shows everyone which end of the leash
the boss is on, and few things are
better at turning strangers into friends
than a happy, well-behaved dog.

Dogs are welcome in some
campgrounds and merely tolerated
in others. When you and your dog
are out and about, you're represent-
ing everyone who travels with a pet,
so be on your best behavior. Obey all
park rules about where dogs can go,
and never leave the RV with your dog
without a couple of poop bags stashed
in your pocket.

You can usually tell who likes dogs
and who doesn't, so steer clear of
anyone who looks fearful or steps aside
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when you approach. Most small children love dogs and will
run to them. If your dog isn’t used to this, ask the child, or the
child’s parents, to slow down, and tell them when it’s safe to
pet your dog and how to do it by first extending a closed hand,
not outstretched fingers, to see how the dog reacts.

Some dogs don't like a strange hand on their head
and will shy away or even nip. Others will leap happily on
strangers, which could lead to a fall if the stranger is a small
child or an elderly or unprepared adult. Make sure you know
how your dog reacts to new people before you leave on a trip
so there are no unpleasant surprises later.

Don’t leave your pet tethered outside the RV alone in
areas where wild animals live. With nowhere to run, a dog
is easy prey for big cats, bears and other predators. Even
in more densely populated campgrounds, a child might
run through your site and scare your dog into a defensive

The Nimble Pet Temperature Monitor
(starting at $129) lets you keep track of
the temperature inside an RV so your
pet doesn’t get overheated. It sends a
text or email alert through a cellular
network when the temperature exceeds
the permissible level and has a built-in
GPS to track your RV's location. It works
with both Android and i0S systems for
remote monitoring.
www.rvpetsafety.com Another way
to keep tabs

The Blustream Sensor on four-legged

takes temperature companions
monitoring a step when you're

further, tracking both away from your
ambient temperature RV is with the

and humidity ($50). Pet-Peep PetCam
The small battery- ($99) with a

powered device can motion detector.

be placed

anywhere in 4

an RVand kaStream))

wirelessly to alert you with emailed photos.
reports to = www.pet-peeps.com
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smart devices with a free mobile app.
www.blustreamcorp.com/rvs

RVers can monitor the comfort of

their pets as well as the security of
their trailer with the HomeMinder
Remote Video and Temperature
monitoring system ($249). The RVT
works with any iPhone, iPad or Android
device to provide real-time video
images along with sending high- and
low-temperature notifications and
motion-sensing alerts.
www.minderresearch.com/homeminder

Recording, tilting and panning can be
controlled via the iPhone or Android
mobile app. The PetCam can be set up

response. Cats love to hide out in small spaces, so make sure
you know exactly where they are before you open or close
slideouts or latch a closet door. They'll also dart out of the RV
faster than you can react, if you don’t secure them first.

Older pets love to travel, too, but sometimes they need
special help getting up and down steps. A ramp with a grippy
surface or raised slats placed across the ramp for traction
helps your old buddy get in and out on his own. A lightweight
plastic or aluminum folding ramp is easy to deploy for use
into getting into and out of the RV and tow vehicle.

If it's your first time traveling with pets, the sheer amount
of stuff you need to bring can be overwhelming. Pick the right
stuff, though, and every vacation will be fun for all family
members, regardless of whether they have tails and whiskers.
Here's a selection of products to help make every outing with
your furry friends a memorable one.

Eureka Products’ Marco Polo tracking
tag can reunite you and your pet, should
your furry friend go missing. The light-
weight waterproof tag has a range of up
to 2 miles, and the unique identification
is expandable for as many as three pets
($234.95/one pet, $334.95/two pets,
$434.95/three pets). Four “safe” zones
can be programmed in to alert you
when they've wandered off. The device
requires a very small amount of RF
energy that the company claims is

safe for pets.
www.eurekaproducts.com

ﬁow.ﬁ.mmmsmnai

I.C.E. (In Case of Emergency) Products’
Collar ID ($15) is made of weatherproof
material that wraps around a dog collar
and secures with hook-and-loop strips.
The pet owner can record contact,
medication and veterinarian information
and “wrap” it up in a durable and light-
weight tag that's portable from collar to
collar. Should your dog amble off, your

&
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contact information is readily accessible
by the finder. The I.C.E. collar comes in
a two-pack so snowbirds can record a
summer and winter address.
www.iceproducts.net

Sleepypod safety harnesses were
top-rated in the Center for Pet Safety’s
2017 tests. Three points of contact
reduce forward and lateral movement
in the event of a crash or sudden stop.
Two loops provide attachment points for
seat-belt insertion through, then into,
the vehicle’s seat belt. The pet-restraint
harness comes in four sizes for small,
medium, large and extra-large dogs
from 18 to 90 pounds. The Clickit Sport
($69.99 to $89.99) has plastic buckles,
while the Clickit Terrain ($89.99 to

=
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$99.99) has metal buckles. Sleepypod
recommends that pets weighing less
than 18 pounds be transported in a
crash-tested carrier for safe travel,
and offers three options.
www.sleepypod.com

Hofmann RV Products’ Telescoping Pet
Ramps make it easier for your furry
friends to get into and out of your RV
and tow vehicle. The lightweight, col-
lapsible ramps come in two models
($160 and $190) and support up to 400
pounds. A carry handle and high-trac-
tion surface are standard. The company
also makes access gates and kennels.
www.hofmannccr.com

The Retractable
Cable Tie-Out
Stake ($29.49)
from Howard Pet
Products rotates
360 degrees for
maximum play
area. Available in
models for small,
medium and
large dogs, the
coated, braided
cable gives pets
from 706 to 1,256
square feet to
roam. Just push
the stake into

the ground to
secure it in place.
The reel has a
reflective strip so you can see it at night.
The company also makes a retractable
bracket-mounted tie-out that can be
attached to a tree, a post, a trailer hitch
or a patio.

www.lixit.com

We've'got you covered
- where insurance

leaves off.

Family coverage available—to protect you
& your family in the event of an accident or
illness while traveling.

VWHAT bOES TRAVELASSIST COVER?

Worldwide Coverage for any
type of travel. Includes cruises,
air travel, and road trips!

Covers costs NOT covered by most
insurance or Medicare.

Annual Membership costs
hundreds less than competitors
like MedJet or SkyMed

@ Emergency Medical Transportation
@ RV/Vehicle Returned to Your Home

o Transportation Home

@ Prescription & Glasses Replacement Assistance

o Return of Deceased Remains

0 Pet Care & Return Assistance

NO HEALTH SCREENS REQUIRED! NO AGE LIMITS!

LIMITED-TIME OFFER — Ends February 28, 2018. Sign up Now!

caL 1-877-863-1506 or visit GoodSamTravelAssist.com

*Introductory offer for Good Sam Members who are first-time buyers only. Offer expires February 28, 2018. ©2018 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON
are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GTA54107 - 1217
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sizes and encircles 16 square feet of in a moving

exercise area. The folding pen includes vehicle and

ground stakes and corner stabilizers, reduces food

and is easy to set up and take down with | spillover

no tools. It can also be used as a door during

barrier to keep pets inside the RV and feeding. The

still open to the breeze on hot days. plastic bowl

www.petsgohere.com holds two cups of water or food and is

dishwasher safe.

The MaxxLock Exercise Pen ($92.74 The Good2Go No-Spill Dog Bowl ($9.99) | www.petco.com
for the SplitDoor shown) comes in five keeps water from spilling when placed

Pet Zone’s OdorLess Disposable Cat
Litter Box and Liner ($11.22 for a three-
pack) can be used as either a litter box
or a litter-box liner. The waterproof box
is claimed to eliminate odors faster than
competing products. Made in the USA,

it cleans up in a jiffy — just toss the box
and replace it.

www.chewy.com

Flexi retractable leashes (prices vary)
never slacken because they're always
under slight tension. Your dog can
wander, but you can stop him with the
. push of a thumb brake. There’s also a
SpeedBrake™Exhaust Braking function that sets the leash at a fixed

» Plug-&-play install ) length. Flexi leashes come in a wide
» All-electronic design with exclusive Speed Control variety of styles and sizes for small to

» Far superior to conventional exhaust brakes PATENTED }
» User-selectable downhill speed (25-75 mph) TECHNOLOGY very large dogs. Accessories such as
is automatically maintained M AT A R WA lights and a storage box for poop bags

or treats are available.
www.flexi-northamerica.com

and bungee leash ($19.99] applies no
pressure to the throat when your cat
pulls on the leash. The walking harness

bankse | = The Come With Me Kitty cat harness

Banks Power, Circle 118 on Reader Service Card
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gently tightens along the shoulders as
needed to help direct the cat, and the
bungee leash provides gentle give when
walking.

www.petsafe.net

The Gunner G1 Intermediate dog crate
($499.99) was rated Top Performing
Crate for 2015 by the Center for

Pet Safety when used with Gunner
reinforced connection straps. Gunner
says it's the market’s only double-wall
roto-molded dog crate, and it comes
with an escape-proof door, elevated
feet and water-repelling windows.
The company makes five crates for
dogs up to 110 pounds.
www.gunnerkennels.com

The Camco RV Aluminum Screen Door
Standard Grille (part number 43980,
$40.40) adds durability to flimsy screen
doors to keep pets from charging
through when they see something
appealing outside. The 29-by-22.5-by-

1-inch grille covers the lower portion

of the existing screen, and installation
is simple. The grille weighs less than

3 pounds, and the support brackets
adjust from 20 to 29 inches. Camco also
offers deluxe screen door grilles

in black or white.

www.camco.net

Camping World also sells a Screen
Door Grille ($46.99) that keeps pets

i ‘L

from clawing through mesh-screen
doors and getting outside. The
decorative 3.5-pound grille comes
in white, black or silver.
www.campingworld.com &
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COVERING

NEW HAMPSHIRE

STANDING THE TEST OF TIME, THE GRANITE STATE HAS
MORE THAN 50 COVERED BRIDGES, ANTIQUE TREASURES
FROM A SLOWER AND SIMPLER AMERICAN LIFESTYLE

motorized vehicles. And where driving is allowed, it’s limited to slow-moving

I ‘ loday, many of the country’s venerable covered bridges can’t be driven over in

motorcycles or automobiles, nothing bigger. You likely won't encounter most
historic covered bridges unless you go looking, and you certainly won’t come across

them on freeways.

But the antique treasures can still
be found on picturesque back roads in
more than half the U.S. states. Back
when bridges were made exclusively
of wood, generally untreated, a roof
and walls would be added to protect
the deck from the weather, giving
it a longer service life. A cover also
provided shelter from the elements to
travelers, and reassured horses and
livestock that may have been alarmed
by rushing water.

My husband, Guy, and | have gone
in search of these anachronistic gems
on a number of occasions — our travels

often involve following “trails” of one
sort or another. We were pleased to find
on a recent trip to the Northeast that
New Hampshire has preserved 54 of
the more than 400 covered bridges that
once graced its many waterways.
Between 1805 and 1885, some
10,000 covered bridges were built in
the United States, many of them in
New England. Various configurations
were used, but all covered bridges
consisted of a roadway supported on

either side by a wooden truss and a roof.

The framework was of heavy timbers
or “chords” connected with diagonal

The 1866 Cornish-Windsor Bridge over the Connecticut River between New Hampshire
and Vermont is, at 450 feet, the longest covered bridge in the United States and the
longest two-span wooden bridge in the world. It is still open to traffic.

or vertical trusses in half a dozen or
so patterns, fastened together with
wooden pins or “trunnels.”

The use of coal-tar creosote to
treat the wood, begun a century and
a half ago, changed bridge building.
The first pressure-creosoting plant in
the United States appeared in 1865, with
others built over the next half century.
As using creosote-treated wood became
commonplace, adding a cover was no
longer necessary.

Another turning point in bridge
building had come earlier, in the 1840s.
Before that, most bridges were built
entirely of wood. But in 1840, architect
William Howe of Massachusetts
patented a truss design that replaced
wooden vertical posts with cast-iron
rods. The Howe truss was considered
the crowning achievement of the wood-
bridge era.

But improved steel and concrete
spelled doom for wood in bridge
building, and by 1950, the year the
National Society for the Preservation of
Covered Bridges was formed, only about
1,500 remained in the United States.
Others had succumbed to flood or fire,
or simply neglect. In New Hampshire, in
1963, covered bridges became the first
type of historical structure specifically
protected by state law.

In 1987 Congress declared it to be
“in the national interest to encourage
the rehabilitation, reuse and preserva-




tion of bridges significant in American
history, architecture, engineering

and culture. Historical bridges are
important links to our past ... and

can represent significant resources
for the future.”

Each state was required to
inventory its bridges to determine
significance and address “rehabilita-
tion, retention and study of historic
bridges.” “Historic” applies to any
bridge eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places,
created in 1966.

Many of New Hampshire's 54
preserved covered bridges are on
the National Register, and others
may eventually be added. Elizabeth
Muzzy, director of the New Hampshire
Division of Historic Resources,
says the bridges are “among our
most beloved icons.” She adds that
“creating your own tour of them is
a great way to see the Granite State.”

On our recent visit, Guy and |
decided to go in search of the state’s
covered bridges, with the goal of
seeing as many as possible in two
days. We began in quaint Lancaster,
which lies a few miles west of the
White Mountain National Forest in
the Connecticut River Valley. Three
historic bridges are in the area.

Mechanic Street Bridge, just east
of U.S. Route 2 in the town, crosses
the Israel River, a boulder-laden
stream, which, according to a sign,

article by Pamela Selbert photos by Guy and Pamela Selbert

provided water power to the town’s
early industries. The original 1780s’
bridge became inadequate for the
growing community, and in 1862
the current bridge, a 94-foot-long
Paddleford truss, was built, “enabling
horses and carriages to cross faster.”
There have been two renovations, in
1962 and 2006, and passenger cars
may drive across today.

Edna Surridge of the Lancaster
Visitors Center provided directions
to the two other area bridges. Take
Elm Street west from Route 2,
opposite Mechanic Street. Follow
the narrow, winding road for 5 miles
(passing an odd Stonehenge-like
rock formation along the way) to the
one-lane 1911 Mount Orne Bridge just
west of State Route 135. Also called
the Lunenburg Bridge, the 266-foot-
long Howe truss structure crosses the
Connecticut into Lunenburg, Vermont.
(Note: You can't drive your RV across
the covered bridges, and turning
around at some can be tricky, so be
sure to plan ahead.)

From Lancaster drive north
9 miles on U.S. Route 3 to Groveton
Village, where the 1852 Groveton
Covered Bridge crosses the Upper
Ammonoosuc River. This 126-foot-
long Paddleford truss bridge owes its
excellent condition to Route 3 being
rerouted in 1939, bypassing the bridge.

Return to Lancaster on Route 3
and continue south, passing Weeks

(Top and above) Built in 1862, the beautiful
Mechanic Street Bridge in Lancaster is
also known as the Israel River Bridge.

It connected the mechanics of the town
with the farmers across the river.

State Park on Mount Prospect, named
for U.S. Senator John Wingate Weeks,
sponsor of legislation in 1910 to create
the White Mountain National Forest.
The road is good but steep, including a
14 percent grade into the antique town
of Whitefield. Towering slate-blue
mountains, thickly treed, rise on all

Stunning Franconia Notch is a major pass through the White Mountains. Interstate 93
transits the Notch but required an act of Congress, as it could only be a two-lane road.
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sides, and mountain meadows are
festively spiked with purple lupine.

Route 3 joins Interstate 93 near
Franconia and continues south.

The Frost Place, a short drive west
on |-93, is worth a visit. Once home
to poet Robert Frost and now owned
by the town of Franconia, it's a
nonprofit educational center for
poetry. Mountain views from the
front porch are stunning.

Return to [-93/3 and continue
south through dramatic Franconia
Notch, a major pass through
the White Mountains. Here the
interstate is a super-two-lane
parkway, one lane in each direction,
with a 45-MPH speed limit. The
road was a compromise between
the government, which wanted a
four-lane route, and environmental-
ists, who had concerns about the
impact such a highway would have

on Franconia Notch.

The “notch” is bordered to the
east by Franconia Ridge, six massive
mountains ranging in height from
4,300 to 5,200 feet, and to the west by
4,100-foot Cannon Mountain and the
sheer face of Cannon Cliff. Here in the
heart of the national forest is 6,700-
acre Franconia Notch State Park, which
straddles the interstate for 8 miles,
from Echo Lake to the Flume, and
includes a number of attractions.

These are extremely popular, and
parking can be a problem. But we found
a spot at the Basin and, among dozens
of others, walked the trail through the
woods along aptly named Pemigewas-
set River, Abenaki for “swift current.”
Roaring white water races along,
seemingly every which way, foaming
down chutes and falls to the Basin,

a large swirling-water “pothole.”

The 30-foot-diameter, 15-foot-
deep hole began taking shape some
25,000 years ago as the Ice Age came
to a close. Water from the melting
glacier bored deep through the granite
bedrock, and for thousands of years
spinning sand and stones created the
pothole or “basin.” Naturalist Henry
David Thoreau, here in 1839, called it
“perhaps the most remarkable curiosity
of its kind in New England.”

Franconia Notch State Park offers
other attractions, notably Cannon
Mountain Aerial Tramway (cable cars
climb 4,180 feet to the summit), Echo
Lake Beach and the Flume (an 800-
foot-long, 90-foot-deep gorge where
a boardwalk has been built). Admission
is charged for these.

(Far left) The authors
discovered picturesque
RV parks along the way,
but it is best to make
reservations in advance.
(Left) In the town of
Bath, a car crosses the
158-foot-long Swiftwater
Bridge, built in 1849, as
bathers sun themselves
on the rocks of the Wild
Ammonoosuc River
below the historic span.

Two covered bridges cross the
Pemigewasset at the Flume. Flume
Bridge, built in 1871, is a 50-foot-long
Paddleford truss with a hiker’s walkway
attached to the north side. Small
park buses cross this bridge; visitors’
vehicles may not.

Sentinel Pine Covered Bridge, a 60-
foot-long “stringer,” crosses the river
at the “pool.” This walking bridge, new
in 1939, was built atop a 60-foot section
of a white pine that had stood “like a
sentry” nearby, towering 150 feet high
before a storm toppled it a year earlier.

Continue to State Route 112
and turn right toward historic
Bath. Swiftwater Covered Bridge, a
Paddleford truss with added arches,
crosses the Wild Ammonoosuc River
east of town. The 158-foot-long
Swiftwater, built in 1849, is the fourth
bridge to stand at the site.

In the historic district of town, 256-
foot-long Bath Covered Bridge, a Burr
truss, fifth to be built on the site, spans
the now-placid Ammonoosuc, providing
bucolic views in both directions. Five
miles west in Woodsville Village, the
Ammonoosuc widens dramatically into
a dam-created pool where the 374-foot
Haverhill-Bath Covered Bridge, a Town
lattice truss, crosses it. Water thunders
over the dam under the bridge, which,
at age 189, is the oldest covered bridge
in the state still in use, though only to
foot traffic since 1999. It was restored
most recently in 2004.

From Woodsville Village, drive south
on State Route 10. We suggest a brief
stop at lovely Haverhill Common in
North Haverhill. Bordered by imposing

The Israel River makes its rocky way east of Lancaster near three antique bridges.
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white-frame historic homes, the
common, fenced with rough-hewn
stone posts, was once pastureland for
farm animals. Continue south through
Lyme, founded in 1761, to Hanover,
where we suggest a drive through
Dartmouth College campus. Chartered
in 1769, it’s one of nine colonial colleges
in operation before the American
Revolution.

Where the road divides at West
Lebanon, continue south on State Route
12A. Just north of Saint-Gaudens Road,
which leads to Saint-Gaudens National
Historic Site, watch for a small “Covered
Bridge” sign at Mill Road on the left.
The road is narrow and winding, and
the secluded bridge, the Blow-Me-
Down, is about a mile ahead. Folks in
New Hampshire are gracious about
letting RVers use their driveways to turn
around, but it's best to ask first. Drivers
in the state are similarly considerate,
waiting patiently while RVers make
difficult turnarounds.

The Blow-Me-Down, a king-post

truss, built in 1877, crosses a leafy
gorge on Blow-Me-Down Brook.
Guidebooks say it's in Cornish, but a
local resident, Steve, who drove us there
in his Jeep, said it's actually the tiny
community of Squag City. The 85-foot
bridge is open for auto traffic, though
the road is little traveled.

Continue south on Route 12A to
Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site,
home to one of America’s greatest
sculptors, Augustus Saint-Gaudens
(1848 to 1907). Among his many mas-
terpieces are the $20 “double eagle”
gold coin, and bronze monuments to
Civil War Admiral David Farragut and
General William T. Sherman, a graceful
Diana, and a “Standing Lincoln” com-
missioned for Chicago’s Lincoln Park.

Through the efforts of the National
Park Service, the state of New Hampshire
and numerous foundations, the 12-
foot-tall Lincoln, “captured in physical
appearance and spirit,” was recently
recast from Saint-Gaudens’ molds,
and was to be dedicated in 2016 at the

WHERE TO STAY IN
THE GRANITE STATE

New Hampshire has more than 100
commercial RV parks and public
campgrounds, including 15 Good Sam
Parks that offer members discounted
campsites. To find them all, visit Good
Sam’s online guide to North American
RV parks and campgrounds or purchase
the 2018 edition of the Good Sam RV
Travel & Savings Guide on the Camping
World website.
www.campingworld.com/2018guide
www.goodsam.com/travel/campgrounds
andrvparks

FOR MORE INFORMATION

The website of the National Society for
the Preservation of Covered Bridges
offers a state-by-state guide to historic
covered bridges, with GPS coordinates
and detailed descriptions, plus links to
other helpful websites.
www.coveredbridgesociety.org

The New Hampshire Division of
Historical Resources provides an online
guide to the state’s covered bridges that
is searchable by bridge name or town.
www.nh.gov/nhdhr/bridges
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sculptor’s historic site. We'd known it
was coming, but didn't know exactly
when — or when we’d be there — and
thus, as we arrived on June 26, we
were surprised and delighted to see
several thousand folks gathered for
the event, which was about to begin.

Shrouded by a parachute, the
Lincoln stood nearby during speeches
by Governor Maggie Hassan, Metro-
politan Art Museum Curator Thayer
Tolles, NPS Associate Director
Stephanie Toothman, noted historian
Harold Holzer and others. The 12th
New Hampshire Volunteer Regiment
Serenade Band played Civil War-era
music. Then the parachute was
whisked off, and the magnificent
Lincoln revealed.

Numerous works by the sculptor
are displayed at the historic site, as are
his fine home and gardens, studios and
much more, including 80-acre Blow-
Me-Down Natural Area with a 2-mile
hiking trail.

Continue south a quarter mile on

60 TRAILERLIFE March 2018

Route 12A to the 1866 Cornish-Windsor
Bridge over the Connecticut. The
fourth bridge to connect Cornish, New
Hampshire, and Windsor, Vermont, the
460-foot-long Town lattice truss is the
longest wooden bridge in the country,
and the longest two-span covered
bridge in the world. Originally a toll
bridge, as were many of the others, the
Cornish-Windsor was bought by the
state of New Hampshire in 1936 and
became toll free seven years later.

A mile south, turn left on Town
House Road, then Mill Village Road to
Root Hill Road, where the Dingleton
Hill Covered Bridge crosses Mill Brook.
New in 1882, the 80-foot multiple-king-
post truss was rebuilt 101 years later.
Turning around here is awkward; you
must back into Mill Village Road.

We settled on McDermott Covered
Bridge at Langdon as the last stop
on this two-day trek. It's about 30
miles south of Cornish, a scenic route
through more of the state’s historic
towns and elegant countryside.

Follow Route 12A and continue
on Route 12 where the two merge at
North Charlestown. At the town of Cold
River, turn left on State Route 123 to
Alstead. Just past the town, the road
splits; take Route 123A and turn left
on Crane Brook Road at the whimsical
woolly mammoth statue.

The McDermott Covered Bridge and
a “Welcome to Langdon, Established
1787 sign are just ahead. A placard on
the bridge provides details. The 89-foot
Town truss was built in 1864, restored
from 2002 to 2007, and rededicated in
2008. A new bridge across the river
nearby now carries Crane Brook Road,
and the McDermott is closed to auto
traffic. You can still walk it, however,
which we did.

Thus ended our covered-bridge
odyssey through New Hampshire.
Director of the New Hampshire Division
of Historic Resources Elizabeth Muzzy
has it exactly right: We can’t imagine a
more pleasant way to see the Granite
State. &
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Retracts to 174" and extends to 10". Plated ) in extreme temperatures. Includes 15' hose, Revolve

ratchet wrench with comfort bumper Toss-ins, 10-pack #90756 Club SALE $7.97 Reg. $10.99 5-in-1 Sewer Adapter with handle and two end caps.
included. | Reg. $99.99 | #& 32 0z.#108959 Club SALE $5.97 Reg. $7.99 Reg. $48.99
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POWER
PLAYERS

HOW TO CHOOSE AND MRINTAIN A PORTABLE GAS GENERATOR FOR RV USE

fyou enjoy getting away from

it all and dry camping in your

RV, a portable generator is an

important piece of equipment
to have on board. Even if you rely on
solar power to charge your trailer’s
batteries and use a big inverter to
power appliances from the battery
bank, you'll likely need a gas-powered
generator to keep them charged if
you get caught in a days-long winter
storm or want to run a power-hungry
air conditioner.

B W
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Generators serve two purposes for
RVers: charging the battery bank and
running the 120-volt AC systems and
appliances. The size of the generator
you choose will depend on whether you
plan to use it primarily to charge the
batteries or to power things like the
microwave, TV, vacuum, and heating
and cooling systems. If you use your
generator as we do — simply to power
an inverter/charger to condition the
batteries when solar rays are insuf-
ficient — then a smaller generator

is adequate. However, if you use it to
power the blender and hair dryer while
running the air conditioner, a larger
generator will be required.

Generators are sized by the watts
they produce, and the typical range
for portable gas generators for RV
use is 1,000 to 3,000 watts or so.

Many models can support a parallel-
connection cable that will turn a pair of
1,000-watt generators into a 2,000-watt
generator, for instance, or two 2,000-
watt generators into a 4,000-watt
workhorse. This is beneficial to RVers
because it is much easier to lift and
maneuver two 2,000-watt generators
than a single 4,000-watt unit.

Portable generators have two
power ratings: starting watts and
running watts. The starting (or surge)
rating is the maximum wattage the
generator can produce for a short
burst. This is helpful for starting
appliances like power tools and air-
conditioning units. The slightly lower
running watts (also known as rated
watts) is the wattage the generator



can provide continuously. This is
important for keeping the microwave
or blender going for a few minutes or
the TV on for a few hours.

Another important consideration
with portable generators is noise.
Not only is it annoying to run a
generator at an otherwise peaceful
campsite, it's also unneighborly to
force fellow campers to listen to
it. Some destinations regulate the
amount of noise a generator can make;
national parks restrict generator
noise to “60 decibels measured on
the A-weighted scale at 50 feet.”

Manufacturers provide decibel
specs to quantify the noise factor and
help consumers comparison shop.
These ratings vary by the percentage
of load on the generator (25, 50, 75 and
100 percent load are the most common
decibel specifications). When camping,
placing the generator away from where
you'll be spending time outdoors and
as far as possible from the neighbors’
picnic tables helps reduce the noise
impact. Find the “noisy side” of your
generator (often the side with the
exhaust port] and aim it away from
other campers or toward the local
shrubbery, which helps absorb the
sound. Keep it far enough away to
avoid starting any fires, of course.

Storing and carrying a portable
generator is another consideration.
Lugging a large generator in and out of
the bed of the truck or the RV's storage
compartment requires some muscle,
and moving it across a campsite can
be a two-person job for the heaviest
ones. Weight is affected by the size of
the gas tank and whether it is full or
not. Fortunately, some of the largest
portable generators have wheels. A
small generator can be carried on a
tray mounted on the trailer’s hitch

receiver, and it may be able to operate
from that position as well, avoiding the
need to move it at all.

Most portable generators designed
for RV use are inverter generators.
Conventional generators use a
gasoline, LP-gas or diesel engine
to turn an alternator at around 3,600
RPM to create 60-hertz AC power,
which is transmitted directly to the
load. An inverter generator first
creates alternating current (AC) via
a small, high-efficiency alternator.
The power is then converted to direct
current (DC), where it can be filtered,
and then is converted back to pure-
sine-wave AC power via an inverter at
120 volts AC in a single phase.

The differences are in the purity
of the sine wave and the size, as an
inverter generator is limited to 4,000
watts, whereas a standard generator
can be as big as 16 kilowatts in the
RV world. While both units produce
sine-wave AC power at a frequency
of 60 hertz, a standard generator,
especially a low-quality one, will
have some artifact in the sine wave,
whereas the inverter power will be
filtered and absolutely pure. The purer
the sine wave, the better the power
is for electronics, at least theoreti-
cally. Many RVers have been running
sensitive electronics with standard
onboard generators for decades.

Another feature that distinguishes
the various brands and models of
portable generators is the starting
mechanism. Most are started manually
by pulling a cable-recoil cord, but a few
are started electrically by pressing a
button. Also, many portable generators
do not have a fuel gauge, and for those
that do, it is a very simple one. Most
portable generators also lack an hour
meter to indicate generator usage.
Since the frequency of oil changes is
based on hours of use, keeping a log of

Fuel for the Long Run

Boost the Power

Many portable generators that are
popular with RVers are capable of
being connected to another generator
from the same manufacturer, thereby
increasing the power supply to produce
enough energy to start and run large
appliances and air conditioners. When
connecting two parallel-capable
generators, it is important to have the
proper parallel cable and follow the
manufacturer’s requirements.

run-time hours or estimating the hours
of usage is a good idea.

The length of time the generator
can provide power before it runs out of
gas is also important. This run time is
determined by the size of the fuel tank
and the efficiency of the engine plus
the amount of load on the generator.
Note that run time depends on the
load at which the measurements were
taken, and that is usually indicated in
the generator’s specifications.

Some generators have an “eco
mode” that starts with the generator
running at idle, then automatically
increases its speed and fuel usage
depending on the load placed on the
unit. This is a tremendous fuel-saving
feature. A few generators are dual-fuel
models, meaning they can run on
gasoline or LP-gas. While gasoline will
give a generator a higher maximum-
watt rating, using LP-gas in the same
dual-fuel generator may allow it to run
up to twice as long.

Because many portable generators get intermittent use, adding a fuel stabilizer each time
the generator’s tank is filled will keep the gasoline fresh. If the gas is mixed with ethanol,
adding an ethanol stabilizer will prevent the fuel and water from separating, making it
easier to start a generator that has been idle for a month or more.
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Generator Maintenance
Each make and model of generator
has specific maintenance guidelines
available from the manufacturer,
and these can usually be downloaded
from the manufacturer’s website.
In general, the essential mainte-
nance items include changing the
oil, cleaning or replacing the air
filter, and inspecting and replacing
the spark plug. We performed these
tasks on a Yamaha 2400i inverter
generator.
Changing the oil is an easy
task that involves opening the cap
below the oil reservoir, letting the
old oil drain out into a container for
disposal, and then using a funnel to
pour the new oil into the reservoir.
The air filter is generally a small
piece of foam, and the hardest part
is removing the compartment
cover to access the filter. Likewise, L
reaching the spark plug in the heart 1%
of the generator may take some 1) To change the oil, position the generator so a disposable container can be placed below it. Here
effort. Special tools required for the generator straddles two stools above an err_lptyspack-food container. 2) On the bottom of the
removing and inspecting the spark generat_or, remove the rubber cover from the oil-drain port. 3) _Use_a socket and ratchet to remove
the drain plug. 4) On the front of the generator, remove the dipstick to ease the flow of oil while

plug include a spark-plug socket and  grajning. 5) Let the oil drain out of the generator into the disposable container. &) With the on/off
a feeler gauge to check the gap. button in the off position, slowly pull the start cord a few times to help remove any trapped oil.

7) Check the owner’s manual (often available on the generator manufacturer’s website) to find out how much oil is required, and estimate that
amount using the hash marks on the side of the new oil container. 8) Place a funnel in the oil-fill port, and slowly pour the oil into the funnel.
9) Use the dipstick to check the oil level. 10) Make sure the proper amount of oil is on the dipstick, according to the guidelines in the owner’s
manual. 11) To access the air filter, unscrew and remove the side panel of the generator. 12) Remove the plastic cover from the air filter.

66 TRAILERLIFE March 2018



Y
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Flexible Payment Options - Pay as You Go, Not All at Once
Free 14-Point RV Inspections at Camping World
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Upgrade your existing
entrance door with

SLIM SHADE

See out when you
want and
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POWER PLAYERS

13) The air filter is a foam pad. If the foam
is in good shape, squeeze out excess oil,
shake off any dust and wipe it down. If the
filter has deteriorated, obtain a replace-
ment from the manufacturer. 14) Clean
any dust around the edges of the air-filter
compartment and wipe down the metal
divider that holds the filter. Put the filter
and its cover back in place and screw the
generator’s side panel back on. 15) To
access the exhaust spark arrester, unscrew
and remove the opposite-side panel on

the generator. 16) Unscrew the clamp that
holds the spark arrester and inspect the
wire mesh to ensure it is not full of carbon.
If it is, use a wire brush to remove any
carbon deposits. 17) Unscrew and remove

the back panel on the generator to access
the spark plug. 18) Using a spark-plug
socket with a short extension on a ratchet,
remove the spark plug. 19) Use a feeler
gauge to measure the spark-plug gap. If it
is larger than the maximum gap noted in
the owner’s manual, the spark plug must
be replaced. 20) If the gap is within the
specification, check its overall condition

to determine if the engine is running well.
The owner’s manual should spell out the
kinds of wear to look for. For instance, if it
is wet, the generator engine is running rich,
and if it is discolored, there may be other
problems. Use a wire brush to clean off any
debris. When finished, take the container
with the old oil to an oil-recycling center.




Everything you need is within reach.

RIVERSIDE RESORT RV PARK
LAUGHLIN, NEVADA

We're pleased to offer you the following special
Trailer Life Weekly Rate.*

A GREAT

4 PLACETO
" HOOK-UP!

To Make Your Riverside RV Park Reservations

CALL 1.800.227.3849
ASK FOR THE TRAILER LIFE SPECIAL WEEKLY RATE.

Mention Offer Code: MHTL18

*Excludes holidays, special event periods and April 25-28, 2018. Subject to availability.
Two complimentary Anytime Buffets per space, per week.
Management reserves all rights. Offer valid through August 31, 2018.
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POWER PLAYERS

Guide to Portable Generators

The following chart includes some of the most popular portable inverter generators for RV use. These generators fit in most RV storage
compartments and are relatively quiet and efficient. Some have a sound rating below 49 decibels, which is quieter than a human voice during
normal conversation, and most can run for seven hours or longer at 25 percent load.

MODEL STARTING WATTS RATED WATTS DECIBELRATING  DRY WEIGHT TANK SIZE RUN TIME MSRP

BRIGGS AND STRATTON, 800-743-4115, www.briggsandstratton.com/na/en_us/products/generators

P2200 PowerSmart 2,200 1,700 59 @ 25% 54 |bs. 1 gal. 8 hrs. @ 25% $599

P3000 PowerSmart 3,000 2,600 53 @ 25% 84 Ibs. 1.5 gal. 10 hrs. @ 25% $1.299

CHAMPION POWER EQUIPMENT, 877-338-0999, www.championpowerequipment.com/products/generators/portable-generators

e &6

2,000-Watt (6 models) 2,000 1,700 53 @ 25% 48.5 Ibs. 1 gal. 9.5 hrs. @ 25% $549
Dual Fuel 3400 3,400/gas 3,100/gas 59 @ 25% 95.7 Ibs. 1.6 gal. 75hrs./gas @ 25% | $1,149
3,060/LP-gas | 2,790/LP-gas 14.5 hrs./LP-gas @ 25%

ENERGIZER GENERATORS, 877-528-3772, www.energizergenerators.com/eng

eZV2000P 2,000 1,600 50 @ 25% 44 bs. 1 gal. 11.5 hrs. @ 25% $599

eZV3200P 3,200 2,800 52 @ 25% 95.7 Ibs. 1.95 gal. 15.5 hrs. @ 25% $899

GENERAC POWER SYSTEMS, 800-511-0658, www.generacpowerproducts.com/pages/generators

102000 2,000 1,600 — 46 Ibs. 1 gal. 1.7 hrs. @ 25% $799

HONDA POWER EQUIPMENT, 770-497-6400, www.powerequipment.honda.com/generators

EU1000i 1,000 900 53 @ 25% 28.7 Ibs. 0.6 gal. 7.1 hrs. @ 25% $949.95
EU2200i 2,200 1,800 53 @ 25% 53.6 Ibs. 0.95gal. 8.1 hrs. @ 25% $1,149.95
EU3000iS 3,000 2,800 49 @ 25% 131 Ibs. 3.4 gal. 20 hrs. @ 25% $2,329.95

HYUNDAI POWER EQUIPMENT, 416-609-0159, www.hyundaipower.ca

HY2000si 2,000 1,600 50 @ 25% 44 1bs. 0.9 gal. 11.25 hrs. @ 25% | $675/CAD

HY3200 3,200 2,800 52 @ 25% 96 Ibs. 1.9 gal. 15hrs. @25% | $1,249/CAD

POWERHOUSE GENERATORS, 877-544-4449, www.powerhouse-products.com/products-recreational

PH2400Pi 2,400 2,300 63.5 @ 25% 73.3 Ibs. 1.3 gal. 7.1 hrs. @ 25% $877.09

PH33000i 3,300 3,200 66.6 @ 25% 134.1 Ibs. 4.34 gal. 16.6 hrs. @25% | $1,601.09

YAMAHA POWER PRODUCTS, 800-962-7926, www.yamahamotorsports.com/generator

EF1000iS 1,000 900 47 @ 25% 27.9 Ibs. 0.66 gal. 11.9 hrs. @ 25% $879
EF2000iSv2 2,000 1,600 51.5@ 25% 44.1 Ibs. 1.1 gal. 10.5 hrs. @ 25% $1,099
EF2400iSHC 2,400 2,000 53 @ 25% 75 Ibs. 1.6 gal. 11 hrs. @ 25% $1,479
EF3000iSEB 3,000/+500 boost 2,800 53 @ 25% 154 Ibs. 3.4 gal. 18.6 hrs. @ 25% $2,469 @

EoDB wve WU B8 B &0
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OPEN A GOOD SAM |

CAMPING WORLD VISA i
CREDIT CARD ACCOUNT s

TODAY TO EARN UP TO
ST

GET ON THE ROAD TO BIGGER REWARDS! |,
:ﬂﬁ% 1234 'Smﬂ.g%
J - s

2,000 BONUS POINTS YR NAME

the first time you use your card for a purchase
(up to $25 value)
FOR EVERY 51 SPENT
on purchases outside of our family of brands for 9 POINTS at Camping World, Gander Outdoors,
the first 90 days (up to 2,000 points/$25 value) Good Sam, Overton’s & The House
POINTS on gas & at private campgrounds in
REDEEM the U.S. & Canada’
points for cash back as a statement credit, Good Sam
memberships, restaurant, retail and gas gift cards,
plus, MUCH more! Q POINT everywhere else VISA® is accepted

VISIT A CAMPING WORLD SUPERCENTER NEAR YOU!

NOT NEAR A STORE? CALL: 1-844-271-2591 CLICK: CampingWorld.com/GoodSamVisa
TDD/TTY 1-888-819-1918

'Offer subject to credit approval. A one-time bonus award of (2,000) Rec Rewards Points will be awarded to new cardholders after the first purchase is posted to the Account. Bonus Rec Rewards
Points will be posted approximately 30 days after the initial qualifying transaction. Cardholders will earn double points (up to 2,000 bonus points total) on all purchases made outside Gander Outdoors,
Camping World, Good Sam, Overton’s, The House, Coast to Coast, TL Enterprises and NGIC within the first 90 days of account opening. This Rec Rewards program is provided by Comenity Capital Bank
and its terms may be changed or discontinued at any time. For Full Rewards Terms and Conditions, please see www.comenity.net/goodsamcampingworld. ® 2018 CWI, Inc. & Good Sam Enterprises,
LLC. CAMPING WORLD and the CAMPING WORLD Mountain Logo are registered trademarks of CWI, Inc. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises,
LLC. Unauthorized use of any trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.

2Each merchant is assigned a code by a third party that indicates the merchant’s area of business. Gas stations and private campground points will only be awarded if the merchant code for the
purchase matches a category eligible for the offer. Comenity Capital Bank does not have the ability to control assignment of merchant codes.

The Good Sam | Camping World Visa® and Good Sam | Camping World Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. Visais a registered trademark
of Visa International Service Association and used under license. GCR54066 - 1217



article by Bob Livingston

GETTING THE

WINEGARD'S CARRYOUT G2+ AUTOMATIC SATELLITE ANTENNA USES

atellite TV offers great program versatility, and RVers have jumped on the
bandwagon with alacrity. While it's pretty simple to sign up with a carrier to
provide favorite shows, finding the right antenna can be a bit more challeng-
ing. Sometimes the decision of whether to mount a sophisticated antenna
on the roof can be muddied by potential problems with reception when parked
under trees or areas where the southern sky is obstructed. Winegard is a primary
supplier of satellite antennas for RVs, and even it realizes that sometimes porta-
bility can be more practical. So the company introduced its Carryout G2+, which
makes a strong case for those who need to work around obstructions but don't
want the hassle of a protracted setup and aiming procedure.

The G2+ is petite, smart, automatic
and durable, and has a great pedigree
for strong performance in a harsh RV
environment. It's not necessary to route
a separate power cord, and it can be
hooked to dual receivers; it's capable of
receiving HD programming from Dish
and Bell (Canada). Those who subscribe
to service from DirecTV have to settle
for standard-definition picture quality.
To enhance versatility, the antenna can
be quickly switched with little effort to
any of the aforementioned providers
from the Power Inserter (more on that
component later).

When comparing the size of the
G2+ to standard-type antennas, the
best descriptive word is “miniaturiza-
tion.” The base diameter is only 14
inches, and the dome and innards
weigh only 10 pounds. Winegard has
packed a lot of technology into a small
package, starting with the ring-fed
antenna (aluminum reflector), which
is designed to capture strong signals,
even though conventional wisdom
looks to bigger dishes for such per-
formance. A stepper motor moves
the dish smoothly and quietly for
relatively fast signal acquisition via a
patented search algorithm. Program-
ming obsolescence is mitigated by an
integrated tuner that can be updated.

The other key element is durability
for RV use. A glass-infused base
helps neutralize shock and vibration,
and brass hardware is used for
superior longevity. Winegard claims
that it has tested the antenna over
thousands of miles on less-than-
smooth roads.



RIGHT SIGINAL

Setting up the G2+ in a campsite
is painless. The dome can be placed
on the ground, a table or optional
tripod mount in any location that
has a clear view to the southern sky.
A 25-foot coax cable, provided by
Winegard, makes it convenient to
connect to the RV's satellite input (or
through a window, if necessary) and
usually provides enough distance
to clear trees and other obstruc-
tions. Although the dome is relatively
watertight and is not affected by rain,
it should not be allowed to stand in
more than an inch of puddled water.

HIGH-TECH MINIATURIZATION FOR PORTABIL

We found the TR-1518 Tripod Mount
($90) the perfect accessory for the
dome, since it can be adjusted from
14.5 to 22 inches off the ground and
can be anchored to stabilize it in
the wind. The dome is designed to
withstand winds up to 35 MPH.

Cable hookup is straightforward,
connecting to the Power Inserter box
placed near the satellite receiver
from the primary port in the dome.
The Power Inserter is plugged into
a 120-volt AC source via a standard-
type adapter. The provided 3-foot
coax cable is used to connect the

BEAM ITIN

Under the petite dome is a 10-inch ring-fed *ﬁ

antenna that is designed to outperform its
diminutive size. The aluminum reflector pulls in
stronger signals in adverse weather. A stepper
motor allows the antenna to surf channels and
acquire signals from the satellite faster. The
glass-infused base controls shock and vibration
under harsh conditions for improved service life.

TY AND ERSY SETUP

Power Inserter to the SAT IN port
in the receiver. Some owners might
experience an operational hang-up
at this point. If the RV is wired with
low-quality coax (RGé is required]
and fitted with a number of barrel
connectors, splitters and a video
switch, resistance could prevent the
dome from responding.

That is exactly what happened
when we tested the G2+ in a fifth-
wheel, which required routing of
new cable to make the system
work. A second satellite receiver

can be connected to the other

WINEGARD
CARRYOUT

NGeY
G
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GETTING THE RIGHT SIGNAL

port in the dome and does not have to route through the
Power Inserter. From this point on, it was just a matter of
connecting the two coax cables and pressing the button to
activate the Power Inserter.

Before purchasing the Carryout G2+, it's important to
verify receiver compatibility. Only certain receivers will
work with this dome, and Winegard provides a website,
www.winegard.com/receivers, that will guide users to the
right matchups. Dish Hopper and Joey receivers are not
compatible with the Carryout dome. The instructions also
clearly guide the user through the receiver setup process.

We tested the dome in a number of locations, some
with easy-to-find signals and some challenging. The
dome does a decent job of picking through openings in
tree branches and finds fairly strong signals in only a few
minutes. Very heavy cloud cover, primarily in rainstorms,
can block the signal, but again, we're dealing with a
small-diameter antenna, and that situation is normally
only temporary. Overall, signal reception is good, and the
dome’s diminutive size makes it a breeze to find suitable,
out-of-the-way placement.

For those not concerned with obstructions and looking
for additional convenience, the dome can be permanently
mounted on the roof. Its small size makes finding a location
on the roof practical, and the brackets in the Roof Mount Kit
(RK-2000, $50) attach to the dome base and can be screwed

HOME SECURITY.
DONE RIGHT.

SimpliSafe is a complete home security arsenal:
With Motion Sensors, Glassbreak Sensors

Entry Sensors, and a high-definition'security
camera, you'll have everything you need to

keep your family safe—and 24/7 professional
monitoring is only $14.99 a month.

Simpli

Good Sam Club Members

get 2 free months of 24/7
professional monitoring.

Visit SimpliSafe.com/TRAILER

(2) Good Sam Club
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1, 2) The cable from the primary port in the base of the dome is
routed to a proprietary Power Inserter that’s mounted near the
satellite receiver. The 3-foot coax cable connects the receiver to the
Power Inserter, which pulls power from the 120-volt AC adapter.

PROTECTED

SimpliSafe

PHOTOS BY BOB LIVINGSTON
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Incorporating advanced design concepts, The Dometic Atwood
Water Heater is one of the most efficient, versatile heaters available
for recreation vehicles, making it easier than ever to travel with the
comforts of home. A simple flip of the switch from inside the coach

turns this water heater on or off. A durable, powder-coated access
door makes servicing the unit easy.
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Our cooking, sanitation and climate products will make you feel
right at home, no matter where you are.

So before you head out, head to dometic.com

CW076610

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




GETTING THE RIGHT SIGNAL

3) The antenna can be placed on the ground
in any area that has a clear view to the
southern sky. The dome is not affected by
rain but should not be allowed to stand in
more than 1 inch of water. 4) The provided
25-foot coax cable is connected to the
primary port (marked “Main”) from the
Power Inserter. A second cable can be
connected to the other port for servicing a
separate receiver in another room; it does
not have to run through the Power Inserter.
It's important to use the right coax (RGé) to
ensure proper performance of the antenna.
5) Winegard’s Tripod Mount is a highly
desirable accessory. It has a quick-release
platform attached to three legs that can be
extended to place the dome from 14.5 to 22
inches off the ground. It’s very stable and can
be anchored to the ground. Using the tripod
keeps the antenna out of water puddles
and is more stable in the wind. It occupies
very little storage space when the legs are
removed (using pins and bails). 6) A small
handle, attached to the base, makes it easy
to transport the dome. The handle can also
be used to secure the antenna to the RV via
a cable and padlock, preventing theft.

into the roof with little fanfare. It's just
important to place the dome away from
accessories, like the air conditioner,
that can block the view to the southern
sky, especially in northern locations
where the satellites are lower in the
sky. Also, make sure to use the proper
sealant to prevent water intrusion
through the screw holes.

Winegard also markets a Ladder
Mount (MT-4000, $149) for attaching
the dome permanently or temporarily
to the RV roof-access ladder. It uses
the same quick-release base as the
tripod for easy removal. A Window
Mount (MT-SM30, $89) can also be
used to temporarily mount the dome.

The Carryout G2+ is available with
a white or black dome and retails
for $650; better prices can be found
at Camping World and online. The
attached handle makes it comfortable
to transport the dome for positioning,
and the antenna must not be dropped.

UP ON THE ROOF

The dome can be mounted on the roof of any RV using the proprietary kit that sells
for $50. Installation is simple, but other accessories on the roof must not restrict
the dome’s view of the sky. It's also important to use the proper sealant on the
fasteners that penetrate the roof. Once mounted on the roof, portability is limited.
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Care should be taken when storing
the antenna so heavy items cannot
collide with the flexible dome and to
ensure that it is protected from shock.
One of the best ways to handle that
is to use a storage bag that will hold
the dome, cables and tripod (broken
down). Camping World offers a bag

for the Winegard Pathway X1 and
Playmaker (catalog No. 82316) that is
a good fit. Made of weather-resistant
material, the bag, with zipper closure,
sells for $34.99. @&

Winegard
800-288-8094, www.winegard.com/carryout
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WINEGARD
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Small footprint is perfect
L for RV living!
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Enjoy DISH® Pay-As-You-Go Programming
with the Wally Receiver!

DISH Wally® HD Satellite Receiver #37758 Club SALE $79.97 Reg. $89.99

USER-FRIENDLY FEATURES! With DISH® Pay-As-You-Go programming*:
e Works with any DISH® satellite * Easy access to your favorite apps e Pay only for the months you use
antenna to bring you Pay-As-You-Go and streaming content like Netflix e Compatible with all DISH-specific antennas
Programming (requires streaming membership and most mobile satellite antennas
* Radio frequency remote can be used and Wi-Fi Adapter) * Only DISH lets you watch your favorite
inside or outside the RV, through the e Additional Wally™ accessories shows in HD
wall up to 200 ft. away available including: Bluetooth * No charge to start or stop monthly service
e Locate your missing remote with the adapter and headphones, Wi-Fi * Programming for as little as $34.99
remote finder adapter and additional remotes per month!

Hurry, offer expires February 25, 2018. Call Camping World at 1.877.793.4801 to activate your DISH programming!

*Important Terms and Conditions: Al prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice.

Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment
upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers. Offers
subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

CAMPING WORLD d:sh

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.877.793.4801 | CampingWorld.com AUTHORIZED RETAILER
Dish Network, Circle 115 on Reader Service Card



VIP Enterprises’ complete RV-graphic replacement breathes new life

he majority of RV owners take pride in the appearance of their rigs, and
let's admit it, most of us want others to take notice. Prior to an outing, many
owners dedicate a weekend or two for a complete wash and wax to make the
RV shine, but no matter how hard they work at keeping the exterior pristine, Filon
siding and vinyl graphics begin to fade and crack from years of environmental
stress. Most vinyl graphics time out after six or seven years, and even with the best
maintenance plan, the sun takes its toll. The Filon siding can be waxed or polished
to attain a new look, but the vinyl cannot be brought back to life after fading and

cracking begins.

Given the opportunity to replace
the graphics and renew the exterior
appearance of an otherwise fine RV
is certainly a good investment, and
that's where RV Stripes, Graphics
and More by VIP Enterprises of San
Bernardino, California, comes in. It
offers a one-stop shop for bringing an
RV exterior back to life. Since 1993, the
company has been perfecting the art
of refreshing RVs with custom graphics,
murals, paint, detailing, interior
remodeling or a full renovation.

Since our 2011 fifth-wheel has

been used for full-time service and
exposed continually to the elements,
the vinyl graphics were looking
somewhat dingy. Consulting with

VIP Enterprises, we decided to redo
the exterior and chose an updated
color theme. The company applied its
advanced computer skills to design and
color-match new graphics for rejuve-
nating the fifth-wheel's exterior.

Once the design was finalized, it
was time to strip off the old vinyl to
make way for the new graphics. The
task of removing and replacing the

entire RV's vinyl graphics seemed
daunting, and, of course, it cannot be
done without the proper tools, people
power and know-how. If you have the
time, you can do it yourself to save some
money, but you will need a few tools and
a lot of elbow grease. More than likely,
removing the old graphics yourself will
probably take the better part of a week
to complete.

A word of warning, in case you
decide to take on the task of removal
yourself: For VIP to computer-generate
and cut vinyl replacement graphics,
it will need extensive photos of each
individual stripe and all the logos.

This can be done by the owner, but be
advised to consult the company first
to ensure the desired results.

Those who elect to remove the
old vinyl at home should research the
process on the internet. Do-it-your-
selfers will need plenty of razor blades,
a heat gun, solvent and perhaps an

2) This is done to generate a pattern for the new vinyl graphics. 3) Close-up detail on the screen allows the operator to create a precise pattern.
At this point the customer can ask the designer to make changes to the pattern to suit his or her taste.
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article by Bill and Jenn Gehr photos by Jenn Gehr

-
v _
into timeworn vinyl decals

electric grinder with a 3M specialty tool | of the vinyl that wasn't horribly sun- spraying the solvent onto the old glue
that is designed for removing stubborn cracked. With patience and dexterity, without it running everywhere was
vinyl pieces. One thing to keep in mind is | they slowly pulled the vinyl from the flawless, and expert handling of the
how razor blades can easily damage the | Filon siding. The badly cracked pieces razor blades left the surface clean and
Filon siding; every small scratch or a were removed with the 3M vinyl- ready for the next process.
gouge will show up under the new vinyl. | removal tool, which was hard work, Should the Filon siding be oxidized
After watching the techs at VIP work again validating the decision not to do and faded, the VIP people can polish
with all of these tools for removing the it ourselves. the surface to a brilliant shine. Here the
vinyl pieces, we knew we made the right With the vinyl peeled off, the technicians used their priority blend of
decision to leave this job to the experts. process of removing the glue started wax and cleaners, along with a special

The technicians started with arazor | with a special solvent and the use machine, to bring the finish back to life,
blade and heat gun to remove some of razor blades. VIP’s technique of looking nearly new again.

4) The installer tests the new color patterns against the original graphics. 5) A special tool from 3M is used to remove baked-on vinyl that
will not come off with a heat gun or scraper tool. 6) A razor blade is used to remove the old graphics. 7) A heat gun softens the vinyl to make
it possible to remove the old material. 8) Darker-color vinyl is easier to remove than lighter counterparts. Here, the installer can remove big
sections of vinyl by hand, even though it’s the same age as the rest of the original material.
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Changing One’s Stripes
-

9 and 10) After all the old material is removed from the trailer, ghost stripes remain on the side walls. This allows the installer to follow the
original pattern during installation of the new graphics. One option provided by VIP Enterprises is to buff out the side walls for a brand-new
look. 11) Once an entire roll of vinyl is loaded into the cutting machine, all the new pieces for individual colors are produced. This is a precise
process that has no room for errors.

To print the replacement graphics,
a technician with years of experience
worked with the selected colors and
photographs that were uploaded to the
computer previously, sizing the vinyl
to cover the original stripes and logos.
Superimposing the images of the fifth-
wheel, it was possible to preview the
revised exterior scheme and make any
adjustments to the design. This process
took roughly two hours to complete and
was actually very exciting to watch.

From here, the procedure was

highly exacting. A large roll of selected
vinyl material is loaded into a cutting
machine connected to the computer.
Alignment is absolutely critical for the
machine to cut each individual shape
and size precisely. After triple-checking,
the operator hits the enter button on
the computer and watches the cutting
machine like an eagle, making sure
that it is feeding and cutting properly,
and staying in alignment. One mistake
will ruin an entire roll of vinyl. No
pressure, right?

The next step has a curious name,
“weeding and taping.” This is the
process of adding a special paper that
is laid over the top of the vinyl material
for installation. Using a mixture of
water and baby shampoo in a spray
bottle, the vinyl pieces are positioned
exactly where the removed graphics left
shadows on all sides, including the front
and rear of the RV. The installer must
remove the backing and set the vinyl
pieces precisely into their final resting
places and make sure large air bubbles

12) The “weeding and taping” process is used to prep the new vinyl prior to installation. This process is critical and requires great patience.
13) VIP stores all the information used to produce the new vinyl in its computer files and can provide exact graphics at a later time, if
needed. 14) To start the process, the new graphics are placed over the ghost outlines and held in place temporarily with masking tape.

15) The new logo is put in place, and the outer layer is removed. 16) The installer uses a mixture of water and baby shampoo to move the new
vinyl into position without sticking. 17) It takes exceptional patience to place the new vinyl, something VIP has perfected over the years.
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do not form under the vinyL.

The installer’s skill with the razor blade for
cutting vinyl over and around obstacles was very
impressive. The installation process took nearly two
full days to complete. Of course, installation time
will depend on the complexity of the vinyl graphics
and the sheer size of the job.

The transformation was amazing. What was
once a fifth-wheel that looked old before its time
now boasted a showroom sparkle. It literally took
years off the age of the trailer. VIP Enterprises uses
high-quality materials backed by a five-year limited
warranty that covers any defects in the vinyl. With
a large selection of colors and styles to choose
from, owners can use the existing design or create
something more modern and completely change
the exterior look. VIP can even paint on new
graphics for a longer-lasting look.

A big benefit of this process is that VIP retains
all of the RV’s vinyl shapes, logos and colors in its
computer, and can generate a replacement piece
that can be mailed to you or a repair shop, providing
the color is still available from its suppliers.

Striping and replacing all the graphics on the
aforementioned fifth-wheel was $3,400; buffing the
Filon to a new look ran $600. Cost is dependent on
the size and complexity of the job. The company will
provide an accurate estimate upon visual inspection
of the RV. &

RV Stripes, Graphics and More by VIP Enterprises
909-376-0395, www.rvstripes.com

Finished product: After five days, this seven-year-olc ks
new again. VIP Enterprises offers many services to inject new life into a

18) A special tool is used to fit the new vinyl into curves and moldings. This also
takes many years of experience to do it right. 19) Placing new vinyl graphics is
not for the faint of heart. This process is long and detailed, but the results will
add many years to the look of any RV.

March 2018 TRAILERLIFE 81



HARBOR FREIGHT

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES

% SUPER COUPON : .~ SUPER COUPON .

FREE @%

800+ Stores Nationwide * HarhorFreight.com

o< SUPER COUPON , 1 (L/Z=3 (7 SNV ST 1L Solvon

RAPDPUMPE A o L 00 cART 1 X 25 FT.

?IETI[\,“ Low PEI.I'-EIEI'EQO I+ 8100 cu. in. of storage . —— - : .II\-I’I.\EF;\ESURE

WITH ANY PURCHASE

PITTSBURGH"

LIFETIME WARRANTY

" e

] 1 » 704 Ib. capacity
¢ -. - Weighs120|bs KOMELON
I:ustumer Ratmg

[k | e |k k|
* Weighs 73 Ibs.
COMPARETO  Rubber Wrapped Case

HUSKY % Y ITEM 69030/69031 shown
s1ge %“c",“w -499”

(VAN O D00 AN TR

MOOEL: HDOU120 1 \TEM 61427/63308/64033/64030/64032 Customer Rating ———— "
ITEM 51253/52325/51232 shown :64059/64060/54051/64031/95272 shown EMEENESEY N 3;‘.';'.":,’.',.;‘.;’3,"1".“.".‘:‘(;:’8‘??‘:'5?3:ﬁ‘gé'.‘.?"?é',“lﬂs‘::f.’:"!:.‘.‘fﬂ:’:%};i’iﬁ"”?:{%cﬁi 1
et VAT T ettt e e«

LIMIT3 Cuwonvahdlhmuqh 6/13/18* LIMIIS Cuununvahdlhmuuhsm/m -
= T B SUPER
CHICAGO = ELECTRIC B CENTRALPNEUMATIC %43,'{,?;,;*,. HaulMaster Fatiil ‘BADLAND =>7 i = calkay
12" SLIDING GOMPOUND "’"s“‘“"' “"'"“ 6 GALLON, 1.5 HP,150 PS] | Customer Rating STEP STO0I.I 12,000 LB. EI.EEER.II_%‘%NGH

DOUBLE BEVEL MITER SAWI PROFESSIONAL GIL- FREE | x ... WORKING PI.ATFURM W|I|'|'| REM
Castomer Rating - Laser quide AIR COMPRESSOR " «3501b. , AND AUTOMATIC BRAKE NEW)

- B ' - capacit '-Weigh386.4 Ibs.
_ s SRV P v E
| : FNOW L

! - |
_~w Ll compareTo $1R Q99 ITEM 62515/66911 shown qq

compARET0 $200 % .?Z‘iﬁi?#";é&??}i‘,yvo DEWALT Mnnzl.‘ngrrgsslzs SA"E 370 CUMPARET[] 35755 SA\IE 3299\9- ‘C;AIV:‘P':\RETD sﬁgggg §A\l|]lE ITEM 64045/64045

KOBALT  woew:swaossin 69684 shown 1 ITEM 62511/62804/62380/68149/67696 shown 2 1 R

22CGASGEG 1 1 |
LIMIT 3 - Goupon valid through 6/13/18* ur- Cuupnn i trough 61318 i Caunun i mruugh 61318 i Cuuuun i mmugh 61318

. << SUPER C( UPON ' << SUPER COUPON JEZEGITT: -], csu“,}‘,,%‘,, EARTHOUANE G LEE T

 Custner hatig 7FT. 4"x 9 FT. s" Custoner g FT. x 8 FT. ALUMINUM ATV/LAWN MOWER LIFT | 1/2" HEAVY DUTY COMPOSITE PRO
EIESENES™ ALL PURPUSE WEATHEH GREENHOUSE | « 300 Ib.capacity | « weighs  AIR IMPACT WRENCH
RESISTANT TARP * Weighs 72510s. ]~ 5lps. g Customer Rating

e v NOW g a D ST

$ q‘i‘i . . -
1
Customer Rat 950 TORQUE b NOW
S mlﬂ!l W : FI.LBS. anmniﬂumv

- ) COMPARETO
COMPARETO  $Q58 SAVE 1 g

|
BLUEHAWK Mn..ﬂsmxm 69% cnmpmm$59999 SSA‘(‘]’E !;T7E7'¥'263.ZJ,:/63354'ITEM §0395/62325 17 ' c"""’““““ 324999 i Ig
MODEL: 741353

ITEM 69249/69115/69137/691 29/69121/877 shown 1 62493/61523 shown MoveL: 753508 100 I c““"‘ﬁﬂ PNEUMATIC wogewcrras i3 (GPERS)

(AN RO LY 0B A U T LR LT A e 1 LA LT T T T TR

Lmir 3 Cuunm! vahd lhmuqh 6/13/18* LmiT 4 Cﬂunﬂn vahd lhmuuh 6/13/18* LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 6/13/18* LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 6/13/18*

590 (4 (=) 8 %< SUPER COUPON | oZ SUPER COUPON Cat LT << SUPER COUPON

| A I
Customer Rating 4.1/9" 10 AMP IJEEP cur VARIABLE Customer Rating 12 VOLT MAGNETIC cusmmernatmg 3 PIECE DECORATIVE
e ¢ /2" ANGLE GRINDER | SPEED BAND SAW KIT TOWING LIGHT KIT | SOLAR LED LIGHTS

1 Customer Rating
LAk [k [ ““Eﬂﬂ ;

g o
0% ITEM 63

Bt 51390 40

s

'MODEL: L4G25HY.

e Thumb Lock

61% )
compARET0  $D580 W [} cowpareTo $90Q | COMPARETO $3350 SAVE ‘ $7”
PERFORMAX wooeizerrt (RS DT ot RO | DEWALT  wosevounnio g Ry V7o | OPTRONICS wobemare BEYN 17Em 60561/69462 shown

AT 0O A : (AT LR O : () ||||||||||||[|N||||||||H||| NN 000

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 6/13/18* 4 Cnupnn vzhrnhvough 6/13/18* lIMIT! Cnupnn Vallﬁ thmugh 6/13/18* lIMITB Cnupun Vallﬁ thmugh 6/13/18*
s THARDY | g
1 TON CAPACITY | MECHANIC'S GLOVES y FULL-MOTION TV WALL MOUNT
¥ (_FOLDABLE SHOP CRANE | (ctomer Rating ) + Fils most37" 1080 Customer Rating | A
L * Boom extends from _ kALY '] custnmer nalmg
)'\. 36-1/4"to 50-1/4" e W, ' YR, ke [k [k [k A

\ - e Crane height adjusts
from 82" o 94" !

. i | NOW

. ' COMPARETO
K s176%' Mfi"“"'x e SAIE 66
580 1 3 [/CE (W 62434, 62426, 62433, COMPARETO §9 4099 \TEM 54037 SA\IE 68008/64263
ITEM 69512/61858/69445 shown 1 WITMUEV 62432, 62429, 62428 shown RncKETFIsnEﬂnrmgmmn R BT 63155 shown X wooei:kizmies | ©4% 63091/s||own
LN RO 0T AV T 0010 AR (NN A (NN SO O A

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 6/13/18* LIMIT 6 - Coupon valid through 6/13/18* Limir 5 Caupnn valm thmugh 6/13/18* Limir 4 Cuupnn valm thmugh 6/13/18*

|
I
I
I
: I
< I
100 $_1,8-93‘ NDW : NOW
:
1
I




o
8750 MAX. STARTING l3llsmmer Rating ' 1750 PSI ELECTRIC " 7 AMP ELECTRII: POLE SAW , HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE
7000 RUNNING WATT! II PRESSURE WASHER 9.5"BAR' ; ALUMINUM

13 HP (420 GC) GAS GENERATOR : Ad]ustable f"W N | | SPORTS CHAIR

ITEM 68530/63086/69671/63085 shown 1 Customer Rating
spray nozzle

[T
ITEM 68030/63066/69671/63080 shown 1
IIEgFBCBISSS{?;gW/%DBB, CALI;gHNIA ONLY " IS Ratmg|
ToE 1

U Dk ko  TRF N O W
! NBW" $ﬁ""
’7‘7’ - - SALE
*9gey 152 |
2 700 | cow&;\snm 317933 % Po—— COMPARETO 89998 1
’ STRATTON  wooe2o0 ustomer amg| WORX  woneL:wexoo ALY COMPARETO §/40)99 ITEM 62314/63066
Whel Kt and bty o Sl I ITEM 63255/63254 shown ECAESEESP™ 1 1TEM 68862/63190/62896 shown ] CoLEMAN Mnnitazgmum B3 o
1
1

(N ORTAROR 0O LA : (AT O AR O : (WO ORI A R I\IIIIIMI\IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII\IIIIIIIIHIHIIIIIIIII

LIMI'N Caupun vahdmmugh 6/13/18* lIMITS CDuuUH vaudmmugh 6/13/18* lIMITS Cuuponvahu lhvuugh 6/13/18* uMlTs Cuupon valm lhvuugh 6/13/18"

wﬁnnlon%ﬂ%{rﬁa‘“ PITTSBURGH' [2XTH COVER o/ SUPER GOUPON  Apache[SElg )

ustomer Ratin,

Dlmeratny 29 Plgﬁ&l&\#l&ﬁ, N TORQUE WRENCHES | Customer Rating 10 FT. x 17 FT.| 1 ULTRA-LIGHT, CRUSH PROOF qyEW)
E

e Customer Rating 1 FESESEY PORTABLE GARAGE" %E(:‘}(TII\IIELE s

SAVE I \\ [ | [k |k A SAVE Vg3 L

83% I ‘\ r‘ +100 [RRTIEA
COMPARETO '-Accuracywnhm +4% COMPARE
DEWALT SHELTER Lodlc |Gustomerﬁahng P Case
0 Q- S P e 3
MODEL: DW1369 1 MODEL: 76377 \ |ncluded

|
I wrsrroiomo | Wm" c -
- NO\I\!’ ' EerE [ ' NOW™ S 71 Al ITEM 63026 " :
ITEM 62281/61637 sh ﬂ? I ssl.lﬁ:z'nmzwnnnnurv : M62859/63U55 $ $’bq’1 IW $ﬂ a
(NIRRT TR RO : (i I\I]I Ry ||||H| LTI RN TR TETT N

LIMIT 8 - Coupon valid through 6/13/18* LM s CDupun vaud mmugh 6/13/18* IMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 6/13/18* LIMIT 5 Cnupun vahn lmuugh 6/13/18*

EUBBA %% SUPER COUPON < SUPER COUPON iy 7 e L

42" OFF- ROAD/FARM JACK 8 CHANNEL SURVEILLANCE 10" PNEUMATIC TIRE ; 8" Customer Ratin
H 1 18", 5 SPEED 9

«3-U2toncapacty ‘, | 1 (NEW/ DVR WITH 4 HD CAMERAS Customer Rating y BENCHTOP =
* Multipurpose design for lifting, |\ K I = AND MOBILE MONITURING FSFSESES” 1 DRILL PRESS

pulling and spreading customer Rating CAPABILI'"ES
« |deal for lifting off-road § LAk [k ok [ « Night 1

vehicles and field equipment i K 1 - ight vision
 Ratcheting action to speed 1 H

through the toughest job

Customer Rating

A

I-WE
T ssoeelid | [ 6% itk
33% comaRETo 344999 ) coveareo 10 [ s s2388209 | BUFFALDBLA[:K ,,,,,m =
I NIGHT OWL wop: nnmnnsnwrl

ITEM 60668/6530 shown i3 L L] FARM & RANCH e rrioss 698/30900 shown |TEM 62390/62520/60238 shown

LTV TR ST R e TNV TR TN LTI I|IIHIMI\IIIIII|III|\IIIII|III\IIIIII|IIIII|IIII ¢ R R0 O 0 R

umir 4 CDupUH vahd mmuqh 6/13/18* LM 4 CDuuUH vaud mmugh 6/13/18* LIMIT E Cuupun vahu lhmugh 6/13/18* LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 6/13/18*

",' f =N
o4 SUPER COUPON GREENWOOD [17]/° SUPER CoupoN IEIEINSRESESERN o< csouuPPEou' HauliMaster %csl]uurggu

Cust Rati
60" HARDW\?V[}'II?H“LOEIII(EHEEIS |11 J/AGALLON IS 2/10/50 AMP, 12 vour, 17000 1b. capacity o
ER

BATTERY CHARG
1 Customer Rating SPRAY 1 ENGINE STABTER : MDVER S DOLLY
e 2/  EEIESEF 1 Customer Rating . - '
——T =y . [k ] - . .
lgﬂm AVE i '
1

Customer Rating

> 2 NoW B N9 v

Tools sold separately. ?’ o comPARETO N q ! COMPARETO Now

f nouunur $AGe9 $2q‘l 4 BUFFALO 57"

COMPARETO Sl‘.] 11 1 TOOLS SAVE

GRIZZLY e ives | MunEll!lms Y compareTo sp0os e ¥l 1643 -

ITEM 93454/69054/63395/62603 1 ITEM 61280/63124/63145/95692 shown l 60653 shown 1 P00 1 ) Iggl%g;a%%gg%%%rggmiﬁn
LN 0T MR IIIII III Dinm : (AT O : OO OO : NIV O 0O

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid thmugh 6/13/18* LMt a Cmman vaud mmugh 6/13/18* LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 6/13/18* LMt ﬂ Cnupon valm mmugh 6/13/18*

Howl$iaster AL PORTLAND. K@K PITTsBURGH: Bed e KISl O Pt

Customer Rating

4 PIEGE 1" x 15 FT. Customer Rating : 14" ELEGTRIG 9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED S3ccay. . ! ; 100 WATT SOLAR PANEL KIT
RATCHETING TIE DOWNS ESEEET™ | CHAIN SAW COMBINATION WRENCH SETS :

Gmﬂmerﬂaims. LIFETIME WARRANTY s r . ' @E@

RSRIEIEIF™ ) o 2304 shown sl B  J s 2x
i 2 i i : : MORE
” 2 i I | / POWER

- | '
1
“ow SAVE ’ "‘-L% 1 5 ’ RENEwIAD
bq‘i 5[”) 1 @ C ANYWHERE
SAVE YelslololoR®! VI SAVE Buslnmerllatmg

COMPARETO LN COMPARETO |,$899‘ 8 Py
ATETOOLS g‘é" P CRAFTSMAN $39” $49% 10% TYPE ITEM o 3175 [ B 9 NOW”
s4Qes 1TEM 63057/63056/63094 | MK kd | COMPARETO §1 )97 m [} COMPARETO § 3902 $"rq
wooe:37s 90984/60405/63150/61524 shown 1 Miaaud ITEM 61592/67255 shown | [is MR Wmus/nauwﬁm 1 BT S 1TEM 63585

(A . e i Qe AL
2235723 1 1 = 22850209

2844673 1
LIITSS - Coupon vald through 6/13/18* T4 Cnupmn i mmugh 613/18° LIMIT - Coupon valid through 6/1/18" LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 6/13/18"

+ i i i At Harbor Freight Toals, the “Gompare 1" price means that the speciied comparison, whi item with the same or similar function, was
S 800 Stqres Nationwide or Harbnr_FrEI_g_ht'(_:om advertised for sale at of above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U. the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others
Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 6/13/18. Tay vary by location. No-olher meaning of -Compare to” should ba Implied. For more information, 9o 1o HarborFrelgnl.com o 86 store associate:




SPONSOR CONTENT: GOOD

S

A

M CLUB

MEMBER NEWS | BENEFITS | EVENTS | PARKS | SAVINGS

GUIDE TO RV TRAVEL

Good Sam’s annual RV-park directory sets a course
for adventure — and rewards RVers with savings

The 2018 Good Sam RV Travel & Savings Guide not
only provides information on 12,116 RV parks, camp-
grounds and services, it pays for itself many times over
in discounts. The new edition features outdoor tips for
adventurous RVers, updated RV-trip itineraries and a
NASCAR track guide, plus more than 400,000 updates
to North American RV parks, campgrounds, ratings
and maps.

» Save with coupons worth $1,000 in discounts at
130-plus Camping World SuperCenters.

» Stay for less with listings of 2,200-plus Good Sam
Parks that offer 10 percent member discounts.

» Explore more with articles spotlighting family
camping and snowbird destinations.

» Meet the elite RV parks with flawless 10/10*/10
scores based on Good Sam’s trusted rating system.

Hot off the press, the
2018 guide is packed
with RV-park listings,
travel information
and discounts.

» Good Sam Club members can buy the guide for $6.95 — 65 percent off the
$19.95 non-member price — at Camping World SuperCenters and on the
Camping World website at www.campingworld.com/2018guide.

Tried-and-True Reviews

The go-to place for RV-park feedback combines
firsthand accounts and Good Sam’s annual ratings

Looking for a place to stay? Take advantage of the thousands of RV Park Reviews
posted on the Good Sam Club website in the past three years. Since Good Sam
launched RV Park Reviews, park guests have posted hundreds of reviews each
month, providing firsthand impressions of their visits. They've also rated the
parks from one to five stars, and the average score appears on each reviewed
park’s information page, along with Good Sam’s annual three-numbered rating.

American RV Resort

Y7 T YX TX 7X *OVERALL RATING

Find A Campground

Y

American RV Resort

-

» Beyond learning from the experiences of other RVers, you can share your own by
going to www.goodsam.com/rvparkreviews and clicking on Get Started Reviewing.
Use the Find a Campground search tool to look up the park you'd like to review.
Once on the park’s information page, go to the Reviews tab and start sharing.

[

GOOD SAm

NEW BENEFITS
FOR 2018

When it comes to
the RV lifestyle,
no other orga-
nization comes
close to providing the

services that the Good Sam Club
does. For 2018, the club is excited

to bring members the following new
and expanded offerings, in addition
to the many other benefits:

» Up to 10 percent savings every
day at Camping World SuperCenters
and Gander Outdoors retail locations,
plus members-only specials and
double-discount days

» Service discounts at Camping
World SuperCenters

» $10 off the posted hourly service
rate at Camping World SuperCenters

» Online members-only specials
at Camping World, Gander Outdoors
and Overton’s

» 10 percent savings on Good Sam
Product Protection

» Good Sam Perks discounts on
dining, shopping and more

» Exclusive benefits on Good Sam
Services

» Are you a current Good Sam

Club member? Your existing active
membership card is your key to
these new offerings. You don't need
the latest version of the card (shown
above) to enjoy all the latest benefits.

Good Sam Perks

Good Sam Club members can now
take advantage of online access

to exclusive coupons on dining,
shopping, travel, entertainment
and more.

» To find offers near you, whether
you're at home or on the road, go
to www.goodsam.com/perks.

© START YOUR ENGINES! Join us April 12 through 15 at Indianapolis Motor Speedway for the Good Sam Indy
RV Super Show. Enjoy Hoosier hospitality with hundreds of RVs on display, outdoor gear, live entertainment and RV seminars.

Good Sam members save 50 percent on up to two admission tickets. Visit www.goodsamindyrvsupershow.com for details.

GOOD SAM CLUB | 800-234-3450 | WWW.GOODSAM.COM/CLUB | CLUB@GOODSAM.COM



SPEND YOUR_ WEEKENDS

......14-

OUTDOORS...NOT ON YOUR ROOF

SuperFlex Roof Coating gives your RV’s EPDM rubber roof iron-clad protection against
UV, weather, temperature extremes and potential leaks. Fast and easy to apply, two-step
SuperFlex Rubber Roof Primer + Coating by Alpha Systems saves you time and effort.

« Extends life of rubber roof e« Improved low temperature flexibility
* Superior durability ¢ Enhanced UV resistance

* Low odor & toxicity » OEM-grade formula is the best choice
« Fights chalking & streaking for roofs found on most of today’s RVs

Weekends are for camping—not wrestling with your rubber roof.

CAMPING WORLD

CA047550

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide



MAX = 55
E E
. « . fresh air, rain or shine!

Use your MAXXFAN
or MAXXFAN Plus in
All Weather Conditions
- with the FANMATE
MAXXFAN' ' : featuring
with Mounting Tabs ' & - A EZClip™ Hardware
s for TOOL FREE
INSTALLATION!

MAXXFAN Plus

with Rain Sensor

OPTIONAL BUG SCREEN AVAILABLE

RAIN SENSOR
Automatically Closes Lid if it rains! FANMATE IS AVAILABLE IN

m Black Smoke

Remote Controlled
= ith Electric Opening

MAXXFAN Deluxe

with Built In Rain Shield ) . i) Models Awvailable
OPEN :
MAXXFAN, MAXXFAN Plus and MAXXFAN Deluxe LIDS AVAILABLE IN WHITE or SMOKE and FEATURE «a M
2 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY with a Lifetime Limited Warranty on the lid.
| )\VAIRXCEIS |
ANV
Colomans Ik (dicor MIAX = MCD) E=ZSuburban

CW076142

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




HANDS ON

THETFORD SMARTTOTE? LX AND TOTE STORAGE SYSTEM

article and photos by Chris Dougherty

Employing a portable tank eliminates the need to break
camp while staying in parks without sewer hookups

aking a rig to an RV park that has a

dump station but no sewer hookups

requires additional planning, especially
for a family, as the gray and black tanks
can fill up fast. Having to break camp

every time the holding tanks need emp-

tying is downright inconvenient, making
the purchase of a portable waste tank
money well spent.

Portable tanks come in a variety of
sizes, with varying features, depending
on the size and price point. The prob-
lem, in many cases, is where to store
the tank in an RV. A 35-gallon tank is
quite large and can displace needed
stored items that tend to fill up com-
partments. However, using a portable
tank that's smaller than the onboard
holding tank entails an attentive trans-
fer process to avoid an overflowing
mess. A portable model that's equal
in size or larger than the onboard tanks
is preferred.

One of the best-designed portable
tanks on the market is the Thetford
SmartTote? Thetford started from
ground level and developed the Smart-
Tote?, a portable tank that is light,
strong and easy to use. The tank is
made of a durable plastic that's rela-
tively lightweight but can handle the
stress of carrying heavy contents, being
pulled around and then dumped.

DIFFICULTY

@23 45

20 MINUTES
FOR LADDER RACK

TIME TO COMPLETE

TOOLS NEEDED ALLEN WRENCH (INCLUDED),
SMALL ADJUSTABLE WRENCH

1) After removing the SmartTote? LX from the packaging, the handle is unfolded, and the tank
can be pulled easily. The handle extends for more leverage, if needed. It fits over the tow
vehicle’s 2%s-inch hitch ball for slowly towing the tank to the dump station. 2) The LX has a
floating AutoStop level gauge/vent and a rinsing port toward the top. When getting ready to
transfer waste from the RV or empty the contents at the dump station, open the gauge side

to see when the tank is full and allow the tank to vent when dumping. Leave the rinse door
(right) closed until it’s time to flush the tank with clean water. 3) The PermaStore cabinet
houses a heavy-duty collapsible sewer hose with an ergonomic bayonet fitting and cap, and

a 90-degree elbow for use with a sewer connection. The elbow is shallow, so it’s best to use

a sewer donut. 4) The hose connects to the RV's sewage outlet for evacuating the tanks. While
dumping, watch the AutoStop level gauge closely.

The SmartTote? is available in four
two-wheel models in capacities from
12 to 35 gallons. The more elaborate
four-wheel models come in 18-, 27- and
35-gallon sizes with an extendable tow-
ing handle, an AutoStop level gauge
so the fill level can be determined, a
vent for fast emptying, and a rinsing
port. There is also a built-in hose with

connectors mounted inside a closable
PermaStore compartment. The four-

wheel SmartTote? LX we tested is the

company’s deluxe tank.

The LX comes with almost every-
thing needed, but to dump the tank
cleanly and safely requires a few more
things. First, a donut for the sewer-hose
elbow attachment helps ensure that the

JUST ROLL WITH IT )) The SmartTote? LX portable waste tank
comes ready to go right out of the box. For storage, the extendable
handle folds underneath. The hose and fittings are secured neatly
under cover in the PermaStore cabinet.
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AP Products, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card

HANDS ON

hose remains sealed to the sewer con-
nection. Second is a rinsing hose dedi-
cated to black and gray water; never
use a potable-water hose for sewage
purposes. Short hoses are available in
black and gray colors to differentiate
them from freshwater hoses. Lastly,
rubber or latex gloves and safety gog-
gles should be used to protect against
sewage spills and splashes.

The tank requires no assembly and
is ready to use out of the box. The in-
cluded attachments make the process
as clean and easy as possible.

Transporting a portable tank in an
RV can be a challenge because of the
size, and — let’s face it — we don’t want
a sewage tank near anything we touch
regularly. Thetford has come up with
the Tote Storage System ladder mount
that is designed to support an empty
portable tank, no matter the size, on the
RV’s roof-access ladder.

The lightweight aluminum ladder
mount has swiveling arms that are
wrapped in a rubber sleeve on the

Patent Pending

with the new Slim
Shade Frame with
built in Shade!
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5) When the level rises, close the RV’s termination valve. While keeping the end of the hose el-
evated above the tank, replace the cap, collapse the hose and secure the compartment. Close
the AutoStop gauge hatch and proceed to the dump station. 4] Once at the dump station, open
the compartment and remove the hose, keeping it elevated; do not open the AutoStop gauge
compartment yet. Remove the cap, attach the elbow and place the donut in the sewer con-
nection. While keeping the center section of the hose elevated to help prevent flow, place the
elbow in the sewer connection, then depress the center section of the hose to allow free flow
of the contents. Open the AutoStop gauge hatch to vent. 7) Once the tank has dumped, open the
rinse door and fill the inside of the tank with the water hose, then tilt the tank up to drain the
last bit out of the tank, and you’re done.

8) The Tote Storage System
ladder mount has a left
and right arm, which must
be mounted in the proper
position for unlocking and
folding, and high enough
so the tank doesn’t block
the taillights. 9) The arms
feature an aluminum
bracket to lock the rotating
arms in place.

See Your Favorite
RV Retailer
For Details

MADE IN THE USA




10, 11, 12) The arms lock straight out for carrying the tank and to the outsides for climb-
ing the ladder. When the tank isn’t mounted, the arms remain unlocked, folded inward
and strapped down. 13) The tank is secured to the ladder with the included cinch-strap.
It sits nicely on the bracket, with tabs on the tank (inset) that help secure it to the arms.

bottom to cradle the tank, which is held in place with a pull-strap. The mount
permanently attaches to the ladder via swivel brackets that allow the arms to
swing out of the way. It took about 20 minutes to install the mount on a travel
trailer ladder.

SmartTote? LX tanks sell for $225 to $325 and come with a one-year
warranty. The Tote Storage System ladder mount has an MSRP of $74.99. @&

Thetford
800-543-1219, www.thetford.com/products/evacuation/smarttote

Order Now & Save!

The largest collection of new RV mode‘l‘ls in the marketplace — all in one handy volume

2018 RV BUYERS GUIDE

Completely Revised & Updated for 2018 « More Than 550 Listings

1-800-366-5767 * www.rvbg.com

Send me a total of copies of the 2018 RV Buyers Guide for only $7.99
plus $2 shipping and handling per copy. Total Payment due: $
U Check or money order made out to RV Buyers Guide enclosed

U Charge my: L Visa W Mastercard U Discover W American Express
Account # Exp. Date

- Signature

Name
Address
City State Zip

Available to US and Canadian residents only (U.S. funds only). Publication date is February 2018.
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Canadian residents add $4 for shipping ($6 total).

2595 2018 RV Buyers Guide - TL1803

JOREEN

= Clip out and mail to: 2018 RV Buyers Guide, P.O. Box 9291, Oxnard, CA 93031
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]. U_MINUTE TE CH TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

No-Slip
Awning

One time when we were
camping, the side of

our neighbor’s awning
collapsed because the

pin slipped on the arm.

| offered the owner a couple
of spring clips to insert in
the adjustment holes so

it wouldn’t happen again.
Now | use spring clips on
my RV’s awning each time
to guard against slipping.
Pete Riehl, Portland, Oregon

Stahilize While Standing

My wife always puts down the stabilizer scissor jacks when we
park. It has gotten harder for her to bend down and use the
electric drill socket, so | made an extension so she can stand up
straight while extending and retracting the stabilizers. | bought
a 30-inch ¥%-inch-drive socket extension, a ¥%-inch-deep well
socket, a %-inch flex universal swivel and a %-inch electric drill
adapter, and snapped them all together. All she has to do is put
the ¥%-inch socket on the jack and use the drill to raise and lower
the jack, using forward and reverse. Putting down the stabilizers
is now an easy process she can do while standing.

Steve Witcher, Florissant, Colorado

More Mice Advice

In December 2017's RV Clinic, Jeff Johnston suggested a product called Mouse Free,
and | wanted to add another suggestion to keep mice away. If a mouse can get its head
through a hole, it can get its body through. Basically, if you can stick your finger through
the hole, a mouse can get in.

Mice don't like steel wool...it pokes them in the nose. We stuff holes or cracks in our RV
with steel wool. For storage, we also surround anything that touches the ground — wheels,
jacks and stabilizers — with steel wool to keep the mice from climbing up on the trailer.
Garry Peterbaugh, Winnipeg, Manitoba &

To send your submission, write to 10-Minute Tech, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 or email 10minutetech @trailerlife.com.
Please include an illustration or photo, if applicable. Trailer Life will pay $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas. All payments require an SSN or FEIN.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY BILL TIPTON
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ALL NEW PERFORMANCE JACKS
ONLY AT CAMPING WORLD

[ IR/A

FOLLOW THE ROAD TO ADVENTURE

CW068993

Trailer Life™ 28" Scissor Jacks, Set of 2 Trailer Life” Manual Tongue Jacks
«Longer 28" extension—4" wider side Wind 2000 [b.

than standard 24" scissor jacks Top Wind 2000 Ib.
* Supports up to 6500 lbs. «2000 lbs. lift capacity

«Oversize 6" x 10" foot
» Crank handle and speed socket
« Mf. lifetime warranty

«2/:" dia. outer tube

«Large 6" dia. footpad included!
« Universal mounting flange

* Mfr. 3 year warranty

Trailer Life™ 4500 [b. Electric Tongue Jack

« Smart Position Memory returns to set level
position with the push of a button

« Offers 21" of travel (compared to standard 18")

« Includes 7" dia. footpad (compared to
standard 6" dia.) for greater stability

« Built-in LED light for easy night operation

«2/4" dia. outer tube

*12-volt

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide



. Seamless Li-ion Swap

. Lithium-ion batteries are fast

. becoming the new standard in

. RVs because they are lighter, stay
charged longer and withstand

© charge/discharge cycles better than
© traditional lead-acid types. RVers

© who want to upgrade their battery

: banks from lead-acid batteries to

: the more efficient lithium batteries
. need only replace the conventional

. wall- or floor-mounted lead-acid

: converter/charger with a Pro-

. gressive Dynamics’ lithium-ion

- converter/charger of the same
output-current rating. The new
chargers are designed to provide the
© proper CC/CV (Constant Current/

© Constant Voltage) charge profile as
: recommended by the lithium battery
© manufacturers.

: MSRP: $211 to $246

269-781-4241, www.progressivedyn.com/
. lithium-battery-chargers

Circle 150 on Reader Service Card
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. Start-Stop
. Battery Preserver

. Avehicle equipped with an automatic
. start-stop engine can be expected to
make more than 500,000 stop-start
cycles in its lifetime, compared to
50,000 cycles for a traditional vehicle.
© This places an enormous strain on

. the battery. TecMate’s new OptiMate

© 5 Start/Stop battery optimizer is said

© to deliver safe charging and main-

© tenance for the 12-volt batteries

. found in tow vehicles equipped with

. the fuel-saving, emission-reducing

. start-stop technology. The battery
optimizer delivers 4 amps for a rapid
recharge and is programmed not

© to exceed 15 volts while charging. It

© can also charge and maintain deeply

. discharged batteries with as little as 2
© volts remaining, according to TecMate.

PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

: MSRP: $79.90

905-337 2095

: www.tecmate.com/products/optimate5ss
Circle 151 on Reader Service Card

Self-Locking Fifth-Wheel Hitch

Reese’s new M5 fifth-wheel hitch has a fully articulating
head, a built-in V-notch that helps align the fifth-wheel's
kingpin and a patent-pending Talon jaw system that snaps
shut securely once the kingpin is in position. Beyond locking
into place easily, the 20,000-pound-capacity hitch is designed to
eliminate noise when taking curves or cornering. Other benefits include a
tow/no-tow indicator and an easy-to-reach release handle. Tested to SAE
J2638 standards and backed by a lifetime limited warranty, the M5 hitch
(part number 30890) will be available this spring for GM pickups fitted with

a factory fifth-wheel package.

by Bruce W. Smith

. Voice-Activated Ride

. Speak into the Bluetooth controller
on the Level Ride Air Suspension,

. and the system wirelessly adjusts

© the rear ride height of most pickups,
© vans and SUVs equipped with af-

© termarket air springs. Height- and

© pressure-monitoring sensors

© retrofit to the tow vehicle’s existing

© air springs to ensure side-to-side

. leveling on startup, regardless

: of terrain slope, according to the

: company. The system also allows

. remote software upgrades, di-

. agnostics and troubleshooting
through Wi-Fi. The kit includes a
compressor-control unit, height and
© pressure sensors for two corners,

a valet/override switch, and all

© required mounting hardware, wiring
: harnesses and related components.

MSRP: $1,030
702-778-5829
: www.levelrideairsuspension.com
Circle 152 on Reader Service Card

MSRP: $1,626.69. 877-509-0719, www.reeseprod.com &

Circle 153 on Reader Service Card

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURERS



Roadside Assistance

GET MORE FOR YOUR MONEY WITH
GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

, GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE received a top ranking for
roadside assistance programs from TopConsumerReviews.com

FEATURES & BENEFITS AAA™

Roadside Assistance

\ 1

Unlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service Center YES NO

Member, Spouse, and Dependent Children Covered — FREE YES NO

Owned Towable RV', Autos, Boat Trailers, and Motorcycles Covered YES NO

Coverage in US, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and US Virgin Islands

Flat Tire Change and Roadside RV Tire Delivery

Certified RV technicians on staff and the nation’s largest
RV-specific dispatch network

ES NO

Y
5899m§;* $180 + 576

per additional driver

Sign up NOW and save! LIMITED-TIME OFFER expires March 31, 2018!

Call: 800-999-5717 C(lick: GoodSamRoadside.com

'According to TopConsumerReviews.com, available on TopConsumerReviews.com published on 10/30/20T17.
*Information obtained from AAA of Colorado Plus RV plan at Colorado.aaa.com on 11/16/2017.
**Introductory rate available for new members only. The rate provided includes a $10 Auto-Renewal discount.

1Standard membership does not provide benefits for Motorized RVs. If you wish to receive benefits for your Motorized RV, please purchase Platinum, Platinum+, or Platinum Complete. Motorized RVs are classified as the following RV types: Class A,
Class B, Class C, Van/Truck/SUV Conversion, Bus Conversion.

Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah, and Virginia; and by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to
limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure which can be found at www.GoodSamRoadside.com/MBBs. © 2018 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises,
LLC. Unauthorized use of any of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. Al rights reserved. GRA54035 - 117
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ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

I have a 2017 CTS192RD Coleman travel trailer with
exterior aluminum paneling running horizontally. Is
it possible to get water behind the panels when power
washing the sides? Should | stand on a ladder so the water
would be at a downward angle, or is it OK to have some of
the spray going up as | stand on the ground? | don’t want
to increase the chances of water getting behind the panels
around the seams and creating dry rot.
Larry Young, Dayton, Nevada

The use of a pressure washer to clean an RV is a dicey

subject, Larry, and unless you are sure of what you're
doing, it's probably best not to use one. Yes, you can force
water into places where it would not normally go under
average rain conditions or when washing with a garden
hose, and once that moisture is inside a wall cavity, for
example, it can take a long time to evaporate.

That's a surefire recipe for causing wood components

to rot, and although it doesn’t apply in your circumstance,

f

[
it can also lead to delamination. In achition, a misused
pressure washer can also cause damage to vinyl graphics
or paint, and it can dislodge material such as putty tape,
and RTV-silicone or RTV-acrylic sealants around windows
and compartment doors.

It's more work, but the use of an appropriate cleaning

solution, a brush and a low-pressure water hose is the best
way to go for cleaning an RV exterior.

MORE FORMALDEHYDE SMELL
Your response to J. Douglas’ “Formal-
dehyde Smell” letter in the September
2017 RV Clinic made sense. Some years
ago, we experienced the same overpow-
ering smell in our Aliner LXE trailer.

After an extensive search, we found
the culprit: a container of holding-tank
deodorant had opened in storage, and
some had spilled out. Unfortunately, the
various contents in that storage area
were restrained from shifting during
towing by foam blocks, some of which
were attacked by the spilled deodor-
ant and were melting, causing caustic
fumes. A thorough cleaning with dish
detergent and an all-purpose spray
cleaner stopped this harmful process.

The holding-tank deodorant we
were using at that time contained form-
aldehyde. Since then, we have used only
non-formaldehyde deodorants such as
Thetford Campa-Chem.

| suggest a search for any leaking
liquids, especially those containing
formaldehyde, and ridding your RV

TECH EXPERT

M
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of all products that contain this harmful
chemical.
Dave Michaels, Bedford, New Hampshire

Thank you for the follow-up comments,
Dave. Sometimes it’s the easy or obvi-
ous solutions that escape us, and, in
this case, spilled formaldehyde-based
toilet chemicals would certainly do

the job of generating excess odors. It's
always good to check for all possible
causes of a problem.

GFCI SOLUTION
In reference to Don Hudnall's “1995
Wiring Diagram” letter in the January
2018 issue, | have a 32-foot 1995 Holiday
Rambler Aluma-Lite trailer that has
also experienced ground-fault issues.
| found the problem was with the
ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI)
breaker itself. | was able to purchase
a replacement GFCI breaker at Home
Depot, which solved the problem.
Note: The 1995 Holiday Rambler

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 20 years and
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

did not use GFCI outlets, as assumed
in the response to Don’s question, but
used GFCl breakers instead.

Tom Moore, Tigard, Oregon

GFCl technology made its way into RVs
early on, and its application has evolved
along with the hardware. Tracking down
a GFCl problem, especially in an earlier-
model RV, should likewise include the
breaker-box components. Thank you for
the suggestion.

COLD INFLATION, WARM TIRE
Our 2017 Highland Ridge 293RLS
fifth-wheel has 225/75R15 tires.

The stated cold pressure setting (80 psi)

is the same as the maximum pressure

shown on the side of the tires. Because
tire pressure rises in use, the max pres-
sure will be exceeded if the tires are
inflated to the stated cold pressure set-
ting. What is the correct cold pressure
setting for these tires?

Kelly Howard, Friendswood, Texas

This question comes up a lot, Kelly,
and it's easy to understand how
people might be confused by proper tire

inflation. Eighty psi is the correct cold



pressure for your RV's tires. Pressure
rises somewhat when the tire warms up
in operation, but the tire manufacturers
build in a safety factor to accommodate
that higher warm-running pressure.
Maintain that 80-ps| cold inflation, and
you'll be fine.

TRANSMISSION TEMPERATURE
Regarding Bob Richardson’s con-
cerns in November 2017's “Manual

Automatic Shift Down” letter, your reply

mentioned transmission overheating.

| have a 2000 Ford F-250 with the 7.3-

liter diesel and automatic transmission.

In 2013, it had a transmission failure,

which, according to the Ford dealer,

was the result of overheating. Because
of this, | installed a transmission-oil
temperature gauge.

| cannot find anyone, including our

Ford dealer, who will provide any opti-

mum or critical oil-temperature param-

eters. Perhaps with your network, you
could find if there are temperatures that
would be displayed on my gauge so | can
monitor the transmission effectively.
While towing my 32-foot fifth-wheel
at 60 MPH on typical Midwestern high-
ways, the gauge barely moves off the
low-side peg of 140 degrees Fahrenheit.

The temperature escalates (naturally)

when positioning at a campground. It

would be a great benefit to know when

a potentially damaging temperature is

being reached.

Jim Merritt, Branson West, Missouri

Transmission overheating was a

more frequent occurrence many
years ago, Jim, but today’s vehicles are
less prone to that problem. A trans-
mission in any vehicle can overheat if
abused or overloaded, if the engine has
had its power excessively boosted by
way of an aftermarket modification or
if regular maintenance has been de-
ferred. A transmission is a complicated
piece of equipment, and it can simply
fail, just as any other part can fail during
regular use.

As arule, an automatic transmission
will operate at about 200 degrees Fahr-
enheit, or very similar to the engine tem-
perature. Under heavy loads, for short

POWER UP
YOUR MANUAL -
AWNING! s

A

18V POWER

S lera

b ) ert componens

SOLERA UNIVERSAL: 18V POWER FEATURES

* Save 1-2 hours of additional installation expense as there is no need
to wire this directly in to your RV’s power supply

* Waterproof switch offers easy, push-button operation

* Auto rain dump feature activates when rain water pools in the canopy,
automatically lifting the awning arms to release the pooled water

* Operates 22-25 times before needing a simple plug-in recharge

* Exclusive, quick and simple independent pitch adjustment for relief
from the sun at any point in the day

* Faster extend and retract time

e Easy DIY installation; no internal wiring needed to the RV’s main
power source

* Easy access manual override, an industry first! In case of power
failure, simply use a power drill to extend or retract your awning in
case of power failure

* NEW! Universal Solera 18V Power Hardware option allows for an
easy UPGRADE on Dometic®* (A&E) and Carefree™* manual or
power awnings

AC ADAPTER PLUGS IN INTEGRATED 18V 110V EASY ACCESS
TO ANY 110V OUTLET BATTERY POWER PACK CHARGING ADAPTER

L XinXw XSG

lippertcomponents.com

*Dometic® is a registered mark and logo owned by Dometic Sweden and A&E is a mark used by Dometic Group.
**Carefree™ and the Carefree logo are a mark and logo used by Carefree of Colorado, member of The Scott Fetzer Co.

Lippert Components, Circle 129 on Reader Service Card
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Park It 360, Circle 133 on Reader Service Card
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times the temperature may spike as high
as 275 degrees, measured in the trans-
mission sump, without damaging com-
ponents. The torque converter, where
much of the heat-causing fluid friction
takes place, can run even higher.

If your operating conditions cause
the temperature to hover around that
275-degree mark for any significant
amount of time, take steps to reduce that
temperature. If climbing a long, steep
grade, for example, slow down, shift to

a lower gear and ease back on the
throttle. Pause at some point to allow
the transmission to cool down, and then
continue keeping an eye on the gauge.
Your truck has a 20,000-pound gross
combined weight rating (6cwr) and
is rated to tow a maximum of 10,000
pounds. You might want to stop by a
certified public scale and check the
weights for your setup when ready for
the road, just to make sure overloading
is not a factor in your case.

Parkit360°

Move any trailer with our compact,
powerful, battery-powered trailer dolly.

Won't tip, tilt or pivot with
Stablelock technology

LIS AN

Smart trailer
brakes option

N\
v, o D

s

Simple forward & reverse
thumb control rocker

Ability to freewheel

r)"’
e
G—

Model shown (Force) supports: Tag-Along and Pintle
Transformer supports: Gooseneck, 5th Wheel, Tag-Along and Pintle

www.parkit360.com

1-888-926-5517
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BALL-MOUNT RATTLE

This is a follow-up to “Hitch-Receiver
Slop” in the February 2017 issue. After
installing the ball mount into the re-
ceiver, | push and tap a cedar shim (used
by carpenters to plumb doors) into the
top space and break off the excess. |
carry extra shims since | always remove
the ball mount when unhitched for lon-
ger periods of time. I've been doing this
for three years, and it works well.

Jim Foster, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

That's a great idea, Jim: simple, inex-
pensive and effective. This might help
a lot of RVers solve that annoying bang
and rattle from a too-loose ball mount.
Thank you for the suggestion. The
Roadmaster Quiet Hitch can also take
care of the problem.

SOLAR-POWER PROBLEM
Regarding December 2017's “Solar-
Power Plug” letter, Sam Linkous
diagnosed his own problem without rec-
ognizing it. The reverse protection diode
may or may not be present unless they
had existing connectors on the panels.
The protection diode protects the panels
but will not stop the solar panels from
draining the batteries if the Coleman
connections in the RV or the solar-panel
connector are reversed.

| graduated in 1957 with a “radio”
degree and made my living repairing the
results of production over performance.
The items have changed; the short-
sighted attitude has not.
Geoffrey Pruett, Clackamas, Oregon

Any manufacturer of any quality-level
product can experience a mistake in
product assembly, and this could have
also happened with Linkous’ trailer. Your
suggestion about the miswired connec-
tor is dead on target.

The easy check is to attach a multi-
meter to the trailer battery and observe
the voltage level, then plug in the solar
panels, preferably with the panels in
direct sunlight, while keeping an eye on
the voltage. If it jumps up somewhat,
the polarity is fine for the power coming
from the solar panels, although that may
not detect a failed protection diode. If



YOUR ESSENTIAL 2018
RV TRAVEL GUIDE RESOURCE!

CLUB SALE

CLUB MEMBERS O/
Save °
2018 Good Sam RV Travel & Savings
Guide #171897 | Reg. $19.95 | W&

- UPDATED! 12,000+ Campgrounds, « OVER $1,000 SAVINGS
RV Parks and Services with Camping World Coupons

« INCLUDES 2,200+ Good Sam Parks, « EASY user-friendly, full-color
Good Sam's Trusted 10/10%/10 Ratings  state and provincial maps

 PLUS, Ultimate RV Trips, RV buying advice, lifestyle tips & MUCH MORE!

DON’'T MISS OUT—ORDER TODAY?!

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide



Thetford Corporation, Circle 144 on Reader Service Card

RV CLINIC

the battery voltage drops when the solar
panels are plugged in, it's time to check
for proper wiring polarity at the plug. If
in doubt, a trip to a qualified dealer with
solar-charging experience is in order.

FIFTH-WHEEL-TRAILER
MOTORCYCLE CARRIER
Please give me some reliable input
on the subject of adding a motor-
cycle loader to the back of a fifth-wheel

trailer. Most loaders maintain they
support up to 1,000 pounds. My motor-
cycle runs about 875 pounds. I've heard
everything from certain manufacturers
will install them at the factory to hor-
ror stories of damaged trailer frames,
cracked lift equipment and motorcycles
hanging half off busted equipment.

Jim Taylor, Clermont, Florida

There are quite a few motorcycle
carriers on the market, Jim, and

THETE::
w>

SMARTyoTE?

4-Wheel Models Include:

www.thetford.com

0 Integrated Handle for maximum maneuverability
9 AutoStop™ Level Gauge prevents messy overfilling

e Pre-attached Sewer Hose, 90° Elbow Nozzle & Cap in
PermaStore™ Compartment for sanitary use and storage

From the RV Sanitation Expert

THETF.‘RD
w>

Completely assembled -
nothing else to buy!

Going Places

A3325
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you'd need to consult with them about
your motorcycle’s weight and the load
ratings. The failings you've heard about
likely result from too much weight being
added to a frame mount that’s not well
engineered. Some trailer manufacturers
issue a blanket warning against modify-
ing or adding anything to a trailer frame.

There’s no reason a qualified frame
and chassis shop can't fabricate a mo-
torcycle carrier mount by following any
instructions provided by the carrier man-
ufacturer. This isnt rocket science; it just
requires good engineering principles and
solid fabrication skills. Some such carri-
ers might have generic mounts available
to fit a variety of trailer frames, too.

Equally important is keeping in
mind how much weight this adds to
your trailer. That 1,000 pounds, more or
less, is a chunk. Be sure your trailer has
enough cargo-carrying capacity, and the
axles alone need to have enough pay-
load capacity as well, since the weight
out back is all added to the axles. Check
the trailer’s gross vehicle weight rat-
ing (6vWwR) and gross axle weight rating
(6awr), and weigh the trailer when it's
loaded and ready for the road before
adding the motorcycle carrier. Adding too
much weight to the back of a trailer can
shift enough weight away from the hitch
to cause the trailer to tow with instability.
To ensure stable towing, a travel trailer
needs about 11 percent of its overall
weight on the hitch, minimum, and a
fifth-wheel needs about 15 percent.

Be sure to use a scale that allows
you to record just the axles alone as well
as the overall trailer weight. If you don’t
have that 1,000 pounds of extra payload
capacity available, you may want to re-
think the entire idea. In the end, you'd
be better off with a toy-hauler trailer
because it's specifically designed to
haul that weight out back.

Overloading the axles can result in
tire failures and bearing, brake and sus-
pension problems. If your numbers are
good, that's terrific, but better to err on
the side of safety, if in doubt.

REPLACEMENT CHAIRS
| have a 2015 Coachmen Freedom
EXpI’ESS 248RBS (continued on page 102)



Modular Theater Seating

Luxurious comfort on the road.

THOMAS PAYNE

GO L FT1ON

Shown in Jaleco
Espresso

. HERITAGE SERIES
Shown in

. Oxford Tan

« Strong visual appeal with « Chaise-style footrest

residential look and feel o @iy @ansale witlh

« Wall hugger recliners cup holder storage

The Thomas Payne Collection is available in these colors:

P
ot
! Oxford Walnut Jaleco Espresso

i T
*Not available for
Euro Chair Recliner

Shown in
Oxford Walnut

Recliners

Euro Chair Recliner
Pushback Recliner

Jackknife Sofa

Shown in
Oxford Walnut

HERITAGE SERIES

Shown in
Oxford Tan

Shown in
Oxford Walnut

Rocker Glider Recliner

Known for its versatility and comfort, Thomas Payne Collection furniture is now easier to order and more customizable than ever before! With
a wide range of styles, sizes and colors, it's never been easier, or more fun, to design the interior space of your dreams. The Thomas Payne
Collection features a full range of furniture designed for RVs and at home, including the patented Tri-Fold sleeper-sofa, Jackknife Sofas, Modular

Theater Seating and Pushback Recliners.
CWO073031

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




For advertising information contact Terry Thompson:
Phone 206-310-6234 Fax 270-495-6278
Email terry.thompson@goodsam.com

JI—ST“ m:'- G f,_,'_l,_ ZARCOR" Solutions

Attaching water hose
to the RV Park faucet

Just got easler!

|7I-Tatchlift Products

CloZures® kit, installed on included clear window
provides privacy, temperature, and light control.

“$23.99

* Machined nickel-plated fittings
* with hose

* !qn;;unn srq;m rightening easy
* B’aurmgm"
bt afe” hose

RV Cable Gnip

to connect your
coax cable?

\ RV Door Repair Kits
Hatchlift Door Kits

US Patent 8,839,559

Bedlift
Kits

@
B ® ° © O (e}
Openand Close S o O o o
witha o O o5 o o o

finger slide. Mounting Kits & Hardware

Kit with install tool e =
plus 33.00 poatage :
All Items Available at Operate without opening screen or door. Replacement Spﬂngs

www.rvcablegrip.com ZARCORICOM" M
(410855 0045 CueG PTG ORAlocm LA AR com (972) 380-8724 | (800) 877-4797

A NEW DUAL WHEEL CONVERSIONS
e The
CHOICE

DYNAMIC DUAL

RUBBER PRODUCTS

OVER 100 RV
EXTRUSIONS
AVAILABLE

| —

with an all
NEW

1z &%

Convert your Pick-up or Suburban
to dual wheels the Arrowcraft way.

- No Axle Changes
- Easy Installation |
- Steel or Aluminum Wheels |
- Custom Styled Fenders |

For More information:
Arrowcraft Products, Inc
5022 Leafdale Bivd.

Rg{al Oak, MI 48073

(248) 280-0210 Fax: (248) 280-1679
Web Site: www.arrowcraft.com
E-Mail: dualies@arrowcraft.com

4

AT
Yo

-

Call for your
FREE RV Catalog

800-230-6109

www.steelerubber.com
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CalMark Cover Co. s
Specializing in Custom covers
for RVs, horse trailers & more!

3 Airstream® cover :
Made by Gl
SN brel o Modeby clen

Best fabric for ALL weather conditions
Highest UV Rated  Water Resistant « Breathable
Mold/Mildew Resistant « 100% Non Abrasive

1-800-838-7236

calmarkcovers.com
info@calmarkcovers.com

Portabie Towing Mirrars f

6" x 9" Mirror

Optlona Spotting Mirror

. Easy on - Easy off

No Vibration

Extends to 20"

HensleyMfg.com

HONDA

GENERATORS

When Quiet Counts,
Count on Honda

SHIPPED SAME DAY Fimos

LOWEST PRICES
ANYWHERE!!

== 800-832-7365 @@
MOTQSPORTS

N LA A

1850 N. State St. Ukiah, Ca. 95482
W, momapnrilolnkhh com

Call, rmsicants ncd 7.25%. Foe ﬂ;,
he Owner's Manusl mwwvmm mam
I:huumm ‘o awoid possble Injury i powss company personnel.

Park it with

Power Caster!

Maneuver your trailer easily in limited
space, around corners, forward or reverse
— with the flip of a switch! 5

SAFE to use:
[! Chain guard | /€
(] Ground wire

The Original
Trailer Mover!
Manutactured since 1967

' ll (800) 773-3833

(626) 287-6117
www.powercaster.com
5001 Encinita Ave., Temple City, CA 91780

3 miy SULASTIC

RUBBER SPRINGS

f/‘/OO/W[A’ RIDF

Just replace the stockeshackle

No-affecteds

Learl Spritigs

www.sulastic;com

HITCHPORT

Pat. Pend.

bars on the trailer tonque

www. hitchportLLC.com
772-214-0951

TRAILER

LIFE .com

The online

resource
for the RV
enthusiast

HITCH BAR STORAGE

Store yourhltch & sprlng .'

PROH BAWN IJHT
THERE |5 NO-S

Discover all we have to offer:

GIOIOIGIC),

LOVE
IDAHO!

e Great camping

¢ Less crowded, less expensive
e Amazing outdoor recreation

¢ Breathtaking scenery

¢ Friendly, helpful people

Zn

visitidaho.org

FREE! o=
IDAHORV  Fidet]
Campground
Directory

RVidaho.org
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LIKE TO DO IR —
' N

9 and would like to remove the sofa

TRUCK THINGS and replace it with theater seating or
something more comfortable than the

NEED MORE PULL'NG POWER‘, - ' existing jackkrﬁfe sofa. Do you havg any

. ! - recommendations on what would fit and

We Cﬂ'ﬂ pfOVn'dE it! AN g not interfere with the slide?

NEED BETTER SHlnING, - ; RoySeitz, Chesapeake, Virginia

We can flx It' 4 ' ull= ~ We can’t make specific recom-

----- N mendations about replacement

FEAR NO A chairs that will work for you, Roy. You

MQUNTA’N didn’t say how large the space is that

you have available or what type of chairs
you want, other than theater seating or
something else. Do you have recliners
or nonrecliners in mind, or do the chairs
need to swivel or simply stay oriented
directly ahead? Do you want a small end
table between the seats, which is going
to take more space?

Measure your space and start
visiting furniture stores to see what's

available in a size that would work for

WWW SSta rTu n I ng co m you. You can also visit RV dealers and
check out the seating in new trailers to
843.536.1244 the seating _

perhaps find something that you like,
then contact the RV and/or furniture
manufacturer about buying that type of
chair(s). Lippert also sells replacement
RV furniture, and La-Z-Boy has smaller
recliners that are perfect for RV use.
Good luck with the search!

5 Star Tuning, Circle 101 on Reader Service Card

FULL-TIMING RVS
| recently sold my home, bought a
2017 Cougar 26RBI with the Polar
Package and hope to be somewhat of
a full-timer. What features are required
in a travel trailer to be considered full-
time? Am | pushing the limits of my
Cougar with two adults and a small dog
living in it for three to four months at

. Starting at a time or longer?
Another question relates to the
. @@&& @ p $|;I Btg |?V|5d | Polar Package. | was told that | couldn’t
WIRELESS TRAILER HITCH CAMERA r0$2|g2|9a 990 e run the furnace while dr‘IV|ng. How do |

: keep the tanks and water system from
® 100% Wireless & Portable freezing if I'm traveling from one below-

iBall Hitch Cam, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card

® Easy—lnstalls in Seconds! Plus Get Up to $50 Off, freezing area to another? | usually don't
e Magnetic & Submersible Camera Use Promo Code TL318 drive more than 400 miles a day and
® Trailers (Boat, Camper, Horse, ATV, livestock and More!) seven to eight hours of travel time.
* Pro Model Now Availahle Rick Warnke, Jefferson, Wisconsin
Info/Buy Now: 1-877-298-2055 or visit our website at: on the fullt 4RV )
www.iballhitchcam.com o the fub-time-rated RV ques ion.

if a manufacturer markets an RV
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and states it's good for full-timers,

it generally means the RV is built to
extra-heavy-duty standards. A trailer
that sees weekend family use and an
occasional longer-duration trip goes
through a lot less wear and tear than

a full-timer’s rig, although some people
with children may take issue with that
on certain levels.

A manufacturer that specifically
includes a disclaimer that the rig is
“Not intended for full-time use” under-
stands that the product may not stand
up to constant use. Door hinges and
cabinet latches, drawer glides, plumb-
ing fixtures and moving parts such as
collapsing room dividers or slideout
rooms may fail prematurely under such
operating conditions.

Not surprisingly, the disclaimer also
helps protect the manufacturer from
excessive warranty claims due to what it
sees as overuse. |t would be good if the
manufacturers all built their products
to the highest-quality level possible so
they'd last under full-time use, but the
overwhelming majority of owners buy
their rigs for recreational use. In your
example, the trailer should do fine, as
long as you take care of the equipment.

Regarding use of the furnace while
driving, this relates more to propane
use while driving rather than the fur-
nace itself. Some people say never use
propane while driving; others use it for
operating a refrigerator, for example,
and it works fine. A caveat is that in
some rigs, the slideout rooms can cover
or block some of the floor heat registers
while in travel mode. In that case, air-
flow is restricted and can cause furnace
overheating and a shutdown due to the
furnace safety features.

If the heat vents are not blocked in
travel mode, you can use the furnace,
but adjust the thermostat at a lower
setting, say in the 60-degree range,
enough to avoid pipe freezing. &

HAVE A QUESTION? )) Email rvclinic
@trailerlife.com or write to RV Clinic, 2750
Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California

93036. Include your full name and hometown.
Selected letters will be answered in the maga-
zine, but time does not permit individual replies.
No phone calls, please.
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LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
0Ozone resistant--good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

AIR BEDS

Dual adjustable air bed sleep systems.
Comfortable, lightweight and durable.

RV and custom sizes. Comfort guarantee!
Call 800-419-9392. WWW.BEARBEDS.COM

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401
To sell 800-952-0401
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED

Earn While You Travel. Up to 65% Commission.
Complimentary RV Site While Working. Need
self-motivated people with computer

& sales experience. Adventure Awaits!!!
800-832-3292 ¢ SoutheastPublications.com

S0 DAK'S famous PIONEER AUTO SHOW EST IN 1954
MURDO, SD NEEDS SEASONAL HELP MAY-SEPT. SALES
STAFF, MAINT, CLN, & AUTO MECH. WAGES/FULL RV
SITE. MUST love people/hospitality. Contact Dave/Vivian
605-669-2691 email: pioneerautofdgwtc.net
web: pioneerautoshow.com

HOMES FOR SALE

’4'

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas

Retama Village - Supersites $50s.

RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village
Rentals available for Pull-throughs,
Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas
956-585-5568 www.bentsenpalm.com
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TRAILERS, ACCESSORIES, REAL ESTATE AND MORE!

Lake Sam Rayburn RV Retreat, 145 Ac
$6,000/Ac, Zavalla, TX Barndominium

3 RV sites, Seller Financing
936-295-2500 www.HomelandLand.com

LOTS FOR SALE

Lake Superior Waterfront 60x180 RV Lot!
Cedar-lined yurt w/screened windows/view
RV pad w/electric, two sheds. No septic
permitted. $50,000. kvelikan@gmail.com

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES

Mail Service

High Quality Mail Forwarding State-of-the-art
Acct Mgmt tools! Req scans for urgent letters
& contents. Mail shipped on your sched. Auto
obvious junk mail shredding. Unique phys address
in FL. No State income tax. Plans as low as $9/mo.
877-388-2753 » www.goodsammailservice.com
New Android App Available

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!!
877-747-3700

RECREATION VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV 7o)

100,000+ New & Used RVs for Sale on RVT.COM®
Search By Owner and Dealer Listings.

Sell an RV with a Free or Until Sold ad!
www.RVT.com or 1-877-705-0025

RV ONLINE - visit us at RVONLINE.COM
Buying or selling an RV?

$39.95, 4 month Nationwide Ad!

1000’s have listed and SOLD -- 831-475-5533

THE ORIGINAL RV FINANCING ONLINE

LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM e Facebook.com/loans
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

ALL DAY

$49

MONTANA
REGISTERED
AGENT LLC

$700 for a 1 day MT LLC and permanent
trailer registration. Includes DMV fees.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com
Call for more info 406-552-0004.

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
Setup a Montana LLC today with the most
experienced company in the industry!

Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed
Montana Attorney for an understanding of
LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals
to get a comprehensive explanation.
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save
over the past 23 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

RV CARAVANS AND RALLIES
Pre-Planned Routes, Expert Guides and
Safe Travel-North America & Overseas.
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496

TRAILER

LIFE .com
The online

resource
for the RV
| enthusiast
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Guided RV Tours & Rallies

Lower 48eAlaskaeCanadaeOverseas

Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-872-7897 or
www.adventurecaravans.com

TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

NEW 2018 DRV Mobile Suite 36RSSB3 (Loaded)
True 4 Season. Ave 30% off MSRP of $131,580
877-228-6975. CustomOrderAvailable@NoCharge
View All New/Used@ www.rvsforless.net
Worldwide Shipping. #1 USA Dealer 2011-2017

NOW AVAILABLE: AlL NEW 2018 Mobile Suite AIRE
True4Season. Avg 30% off MSRP. Start @ $119,000
877-228-6975. CustomOrderAvailable(@NoCharge
View All New/Used Units @ www.rvsforless.net
Worldwide Shipping. #1 USA Dealer 2011-2017

NEW 2018 Heartland Landmark 365 (Loaded)
True 4 Season. Avg 30% off MSRP of $128,489
877-228-6975 CustomOrderAvailable@NoCharge
View All New/Used Units @ www.rvsforless.net
Worldwide Shipping. One of the Top 5 Dealers 2005-2017

FOR CLASSIFIED RATES
Contact:
Trailer Life Classifieds

Attention: Katey Purgatorio
Phone: 847-229-6756
Fax: 270-495-6278

Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

SEE MORE OF ALASKA ON THE
ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY

FerryAlaska.com/mh
1-800-642-0066

Alaska Marine Highway System, Circle 102 on Reader Service Card

mmduninﬂ! P —

HENSLEY.

B3 ath Wheel Hitch

* Eliminates 97% of road shock
* Solid Holland-Binkley style head

*| 1/8” thick jaws that completely
encircle the kingpin

* Assembles in two pieces
 for easy installation
k¢ and removal

¥ * Fits standard rails

Call 1-800-410-6580 for more information

800.410.6580 - www. IrailerSavercom

Hensley Manufacturing Inc., Circle 123 on Reader Service Card
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ROADS TO
ADVENTURE

Cliff-Hangers

Climbing the ladders in New Mexico’s Bandelier National Monument

priceless jewel of antiquity,
A Bandelier National Monument

lies northwest of Santa Fe,
New Mexico, in a vast expanse of
volcanic rock where ancient pueblo
dwellers built a large community
500 to 800 years ago. The Southwest
is loaded with fascinating cliff
dwellings, but the Bandelier ruins are
particularly engaging because the
National Park Service has installed
rough-hewn log ladders to encourage
visitors to climb up and peek into the
rooms for a glimpse of what life was
once like there.

Eons ago, volcanic activity left

the cliff faces with cave-like spaces
that the Puebloans transformed into
rooms, drilling into the soft rock

106 TRAILERLIFE March 2018

to support floor and roof beams.
Mud-brick walls supported the log
beams, and long rows of divots reveal
where the two- and three-story
homes once stood. A huge dwelling
nicknamed Long House contained
hundreds of rooms backed by the
cliffs. Many of these were decorated
with painted patterns, generally on
the lower half of the walls.

Because parking is limited,
tourists are required to take the
free shuttle from the White Rock
Visitor Center between 9 a.m. and 3
p.m. from mid-May to mid-October.
However, those staying at the park’s
Juniper Family Campground or
arriving before 9 a.m. or after 3 p.m.

Step Right Up

Perched at the top of long

Monument’s cliff
The park is near

wooden ladders,

dwellings were ho
Los Alamos and is an ea

article and photo by Emily Fagan

may come by car or truck. We drove
up just as the gate was opening and
were the only people walking on

the paved trail to the ruins. The sun
hadn't yet crested the cliffs, and the
huge latticework of stone rooms in
the grass valley known as the Tyuonyi
Ruins was still shrouded in shade.

A spur trail leads across a stream
through a ponderosa-pine grove to a
large cave known as Alcove House,
set under an overhang high up in
the cliffs. We were breathless as we
climbed up the series of exception-
ally long ladders, marveling at the
ancient Puebloans’ vertical lifestyle.
As we descended and circled back
on the trail, we saw families with
young children zipping up and down
the ladders, peering into and peeking
out of the many holes and rooms in
the rocks. What a precious opportu-
nity Bandelier offers to step back in
time and walk in the footprints of the
ancients. &

Bandelier National :
e.

me to ancient Puebloan peop

sy day trip from Santa Fe.
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K-7Z — the Best Product
We've Ever Offered!

With 33 new floorplans and complete model line
revisions, K-2’s entire 2018 product line is shaping up
to be, hands down, the best we’ve ever offered ... EVER!

EST. 1972

Here’s Why:

+ K-Z - Posting the
highest record growth
patterns in our history!

_+ Lightweight & 5th wheel
segments outpacing
the industry!

* More RVDA
DSI Awards :
than Anybody! Nagiss®

+ Continuous Operation
since 1972!

g True 2-Year Warranty!
/\ K-Z’s 24-month hitch-to-

| bumper limited warranty

i
umbrella is the best
T RZU E 2-year warranty in the
@leq ¢/ husiness, covering more
Lreo WS than 1,500 operations

codes tor a full two years,
and protects your investment while you
enjoy your new RV.

Classic ® Escape ¢ Connect
Sportsmen ¢ Spree e Sporister ¢
_ Durango ¢ Sidewinder ¢ Venom

K-Z’s products have never
been hotter, and we welcome

you to review them in detail
on our website, and in person
at all of our North American
dealerships. We look forward
to welcoming you to the

K-Z family!

QUALITY . RELIABILITY . INNOVATION
kz-rv.com

KZ Inc., Circle 126 on Reader Service Card
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FALCON F-LITE

Every customer that purchases one of
our products instantly becomes a part
of our growing Travel Lite Fiamily. A
likeminded fFamily looking for fun and
adventure at every turn, all while
being free to do it on our own terms.

At Travel Lite RV we strive for
iNnovation and to create products that
are ahead of the curve. With our
aerodynamic body lines, customized
exterior color options, large wheels
and extra-wide stance..every Falcon
definitely makes a statement.

We also push innovation when it
comes to customer service. With our
guaranteed 24-hour work order turn

around time and our non-automated
phone service..we are easy to reach
and eager to help all of our fFamily
members.

Live YOUR color with style and ease
with a Falcon modern ultralite and...

Welcome to the fFamily!

OUSTIN JOHNS
PRESIODENT & CEO

FALCON GT ' 7
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