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AVAILABLE BEST-IN-CLASS V8 TOWING* GUIDED BY ADVANCED TOWING

2015 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 TECHNOLOGIES. HIGH-STRENGTH STEEL FOR HIGH-STRENGTH DEPENDABILITY.

*Requires Silverado 1500 LTZ 2WD 4-door Double Cab Standard-Box.or Crew Cab Short Box with the available 6.2L V8 engine.and Max Trailering Package. Class'is half-ton
full-size pickups. Before you buy a vehicle or use it for trailering, carefully review the trailering section of the:Owner’s Manual. The weight of passengers, cargo and

options or accessories may reduce the amount you can tow. ©2015 General Motors. All rights reserved. Chevrolet® Chevrolet emblem® Chevy™ Silverado®
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18 Wyoming’s Spook Route
Across the Cowboy State, the promise of

riches drew pioneers to seek their fortunes.

Once-bustling settlements now preserve
a vibrant chapter of frontier history

24 In Search of Giants

Visitors come from all over the world

to hike through California’s primeval
forests and stand in awe beneath ancient
redwoods and giant sequoias, the tallest
trees on earth

31 Mississippi’s Scenic Highway 1
Journey into the land that gave birth to
the blues and experience deep-rooted
traditions, small-town charm, and the
history and flavor of the Deep South

38 Nash 22H and Tahoe LT

Northwood Manufacturing’s 25-foot travel
trailer and Chevy SUV not only make
extended dry camping possible, but also
enjoyable

44 K-Z Durango 2500 Fifth-Wheel

The new D315RKD brings a number of
welcome features with a rear-kitchen
complex that puts galley amenities and
adjacent living room within easy reach

47 Efficient Airflow

Installing strategically located Fan-Tastic
vents keeps the air moving and inte-

rior temperatures regulated, while the
remote-control operation provides

added versatility

= DEPARTMENTS

& Driver’s Seat
Can RVs Be the Ultimate Conservation Machines?

8 Letters
Readers respond loud and clear

11 Around the Bend
News, events, places and trends

52 Storage Bonus

Highway Products’ 5th Wheel Tool Box
takes advantage of open truck-bed space
to organize and protect supplies

54 Staying Hitched

Regular inspections and maintenance of a
fifth-wheel hitch and kingpin components
make for miles of safe towing

60 Shower Power

The water-efficient and easy-to-install
Ecocamel Jetstorm elevates the RV shower
experience from anemic to euphoric

65 Performance Corner
Tech, accessories and news

68 Hands On
4z Products Automatic Cargo Light

70 RV Clinic
Answers from the Trailer Life tech team

16 RV Resolutions 80 10-Minute Tech

Trailer Life is your referee Now why didn't | think of that?

62 New Products 81 Free Travel Information

Goodies to improve the RV lifestyle Help with trip planning
...................................................................................................... 82 America's outback

= Lightweight, aerodynamic and easy to tow: Gulf Stream’s new Vista Cruiser 23RSS. Page 12 Road America, Wisconsin

On the cover: 2015 Chevy Tahoe and Northwood Nash 22H on the Pacific Coast Highway in Ventura, California. Photo by Scott Hirko

4 TRAILERLIFE June 2015



Super Summer Special!
$25 REBATE

ON SELECT TOILETS!

' Aria® Classic

Aqua-Magic* tylell J%.
Aqua-Magic* Residence ) | Aqua-Magic* Style Plus

—

AZ97

THETF.'RD
Going Places

*Manufacturer mail-in rebate. Offer valid May 4 - Sept. 6, 2015. www.thetford.com

Thetford Corporation, Circle 128 on Reader Service Card




DRIVER'S

JUNE

Can RVs Be the Ultimate
Conservation Machines?

California’s severe drought brings some
interesting resource-consumption facts
to the forefront

have a solution for California’s water crisis: move into our RVs. Of course, that’s

not practical for most of us, but when you do the math, it's easy to see that RVs
are much more environmentally friendly than stationary homes. | often get into
heated debates with non-RVers who chastise me for wasting precious resources.
While the conversation usually revolves around poor fuel economy, | love to spar
with those who have a preconceived notion that RVs are resource pigs.

| usually acquiesce the point that it takes more fuel to propel an RV, but only at
the onset of the conversation. It's easy to show that sitting in an RV park is much
more efficient than commuting daily in bumper-to-bumper traffic. While my wife,
Lynne, and | have a big, fuel-hungry truck, we counterbalance that with a Toyota
Prius that’s used for running around town. | usually win the fuel-conservation
battle, and then | go in for the kill: water conservation.

There’s no contest when it comes to water usage; RVers are experts in
conserving water, without feeling like we're sacrificing convenience. So | ran some
numbers based on published averages for water usage in stationary homes. The
average American home supposedly consumes 400 gallons of water a day. Seventy
percent is used for inside services; 100 gallons a day is used just to flush the toilet!
Yearly water usage in an average home is around a whopping 146,000 gallons.

| have a water-flow meter in my rig, so | can track consumption accurately. When
necessary (usually in a boondocking environment), Lynne and | can take showers using
only 6 gallons, total. When we have hookups, which is most of the time, we use 26
gallons a day on average, which includes showers, washing hands, dishes and flushing
the toilet. That accounts for 9,490 gallons a year, based on full-time livability. If we do
laundry at a campground facility once a week, that’s 2,808 gallons a year, based on
average water usage for a washer; Energy Star-rated washers will use much less
water. After figuring the water needed for flushing the holding tank and washing the
rig, we use 13,028 gallons a year. Based on my scenario and average inside usage for
stationary homes, we could save 89,172 gallons of water a year if we go full time.

Water conservation is only part of the equation. RVs use less electricity and gas,
and can easily be considered energy efficient, even by diehard activists who hang on
to their worn-out fuel-consumption argument.

| love winning these debates. &

— Bob Livingston, publisher

& Connect with us...

facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

?
DID YOU KNOW' Seventy-two peaks soar above 12,000 feet in

Colorado’s Rocky Mountain National Park, topping out at 14,259 feet at the summit

of Longs Peak. The lofty national park celebrates its 100th anniversary this year,
and the park service anticipates three million visitors during the centennial.
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More Tiny Trailers
| just received your April 2015 issue
with Kris Bunker's “Little Big Trailers”
article highlighting small trailers.
Finally! We have an 11-year-old
Komfort 25-foot trailer. We have

solar power and triple bunks — no
slideouts. We can take four grand-
children dry camping for five days,
communing with nature. Just the two
of us can dry camp for up to 10 days,

and believe me, we are not roughing it.

Jackie Turnshek, Albany, California

As the article points out, you can have
“big-time fun” in a pint-size trailer.
Yes, there are compromises to be
made, but some folks don’t need all

the comforts found in bigger campers.

Dion Derkach, Ogdensburg, New Jersey

We enjoyed the article on smaller
towables but are disappointed that
Casita was not included. Our 17-foot
Casita Freedom Deluxe is terrific for
dry camping in national parks. Just
yesterday a stranger stopped at our
home to inquire if the camper in our
driveway might be for sale. It isn't.
Bob and Carole DenBleyker

Raleigh, North Carolina

| love your magazine, but how could
you publish an article about the new
“pint-size” trailers without including
the Winnebago Micro Minnie?

Ken Henze, Ankeny, lowa
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I've enjoyed your magazine for several years, more so now that
| have graduated from tents to trailer camping. | especially liked Kris Bunker’s
April article “Little Big Trailers,” since that is what | now have. After several
years of tent camping, | decided | needed to upgrade. One night | was looking
online for teardrop dealers near me and noticed an Etsy ad for this cute-as-
can-be gypsy-wagon trailer. | clicked on it, and the price was sure right. Then |
found that it delivers from Canaan, New York, not 10 miles up the road from me.

After doing a bit of figuring and checking weight ratings, | ordered my trailer.
It's built to my specs for size and placement of things inside; | even supplied
several pieces such as the dresser, countertop, shelves and floor tiles, and
was able to track every part of the build. | picked it up last October and took a
test-drive to nearby Lake George, then a road trip to Florida with much success
— it does everything | hoped it would.

The trailer attracts a lot of attention. I've
had drivers ride alongside for miles checking it
out and people take photos in campgrounds.
It's built on a utility trailer frame with wood
throughout, curved plywood under a rubber
roof, two workable windows, and electricity
but no water and no potty.

As an alternative to ready-mades, it's
a great option for the right price. | love it.

Barbara Peduzzi, Chatham, New York

Great article on smaller trailers. We
purchased an R-pod 178 last year and
have traveled more than 12,000 miles
in it so far. Your article pictured the tent
model and made reference to the 179,
which does not include a tent opening.
This may steer people away from this
great line. Thanks for your efforts to
keep us entertained and informed.

Jim Fielder, Bellevue, Washington

Classic Missouri

Pamela Selbert’s April article on
Missouri's Route 36, “Highway of
Genius,” brought back so many
memories. My dad was a surveyor
and had a hand in helping to build the
old Route 36. That stretch of road is
always a welcome sight to me.

Tara Bohannon Arnold

San Antonio, Texas

Pamela Selbert’s April article on
Missouri's Route 36 is a Trailer Life
classic. Where else can we read

articles like this? It inspires a road
trip with a sense of wonder and
adventure around every curve. Trailer
Life uncovers the often-overlooked,
quieter points of interest and gives
them a voice. Thanks for helping me
rediscover America!

Scott Irwin, Bossier City, Louisiana

What's Cookin'?

I've enjoyed Trailer Life for many
years and have always liked the
how-to articles. Bill and Jenn Gehr's
“Overhead Overhaul” in the April issue
about the SAM-1 range-hood upgrade
kit was what really got me. | ordered
one online and had it in three days,
did the installation and wow! | can
actually see the cooktop and hear the
news while cooking. Thanks so much
for a great magazine, and thanks to
the SAM-1 for making our cooking
quiet and well lit.

Dave Lutton

Egg Harbor Township, New Jersey



Towing the Line

I'd like to respond to the April letter
from Herb Trotter regarding towing a
fifth-wheel with a Ram 2500 4x4. | have
always had Ram trucks, currently own

a 2014 Ram 2500 4x4 and tow a Grand
Design 38-foot fifth-wheel. My unit,
when connected to my truck, is perfectly
level, and | have plenty of bed clearance.
The Ram, while it does sit slightly higher
than a Ford or Chevy, has no issues at
all safely towing my fifth-wheel.

[ find it surprising that RV dealers
are saying that the bed is too high.
Remember, you usually can adjust the
height of your fifth-wheel hitch head to
dial in your bed clearance. When | am
traveling, | see plenty of Ram 2500s out
there — they are great tow vehicles and
don’t seem to have any issues handling
the larger trailers.

Edward Kosakowski
Brewerton, New York

| read the letter from Herb Trotter about
the problem with lack of clearance
when an RV is attached to his Ram
truck. | have a 2000 Ram and had the
same problem, but it was easily fixed
by flipping the leaf springs. The dealer
performed this and added a 2-inch lift.
The cost was minimal, and I've had it on
our 2000 Arctic Fox fifth-wheel for 15
years with no problems.

Tracy Novak, El Paso, Texas

In your response to Herb Trotter about
truck-bed height, you mention that, as
long as the trailer does not drag on the
road, having an elevated front is not an
issue. | beg to differ.

| switched from a 1989 Ford F-250
4x4 (with plenty of clearance between
the truck and trailer) to a 2001 Dodge
Ram 2500 4x4 to pull a 30-foot fifth-
wheel, which created two significant
issues. First, | was dragging the
trailer’s rear end coming into or out of
uneven driveways and similar depres-
sions. Second, | was severely binding
the rear spring shackles on both axle
rear ends. Thus there was no play in
the springs on the rear end.

The only way to correct these issues
was to flip the trailer springs from the
bottom of the axles to the top after

Doctor’s Orders

Reading the letter “Prescription for
Travel” in the April issue, we fully
identified with the author, Charlie
Thompson. | am a 62-year-old with
a bad back from two separate car

welding new spring seats on the axle
tops and then reconnecting the brake
wires on the trailer. This raised the
trailer and gave me about 6.5 inches of
truck-bed/trailer clearance. | did not
notice any difference in trailer stability
with the axle height change.

My new trailer, a 36-foot Grand
Junction, matched up perfectly from
day one with the 2001 Ram and my 2008
Ram 3500 dually 4x4.

Eric Reeve, Casco, Michigan

back pain with hydrocodone.

out about hydrocodone being reclas-
sified as a Schedule Il controlled

Parkit360°

Move any trailer with our compact,
powerful, battery-powered trailer dolly.

\
y, o D

Simple forward & reverse -
thumb control rocker
Won't tip, tilt or pivot with

Stablelock technology

Smart trailer
brakes option

Ability to freewheel

LIS AN

Model shown (Force) supports: Tag-Along and Pintle
Transformer supports: Gooseneck, 5th Wheel, Tag-Along and Pintle

..’"'
P
-

www.parkit360.com

1-888-926-5517

accidents. | control chronic sciatica and

We were in Nevada when we found

substance. Like Mr. Thompson's wife, |

Park It 360, Circle 121 on Reader Service Card
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also had to go to the emergency room to
get medication to travel home because
my out-of-state prescription could not
be filled and | couldn’t get an appoint-
ment with a local pain doctor to get
a new prescription — they required a
referral from a general practitioner.
Yes, Mr. Thompson, there are other
RVers out there who are now effectively
imprisoned in the state where their
painkillers are prescribed.
Jeanne Lehman, Orange Park, Florida

| read “Prescription for Travel” with
great interest. My partner, a 62-year-
old schoolteacher, suffers from severe
spinal stenosis and is on hydrocodone
for pain. We own property in Florida but
are afraid to spend time there in case
we need to refill this prescription. We
are made to feel like drug addicts.
Chuck Sutter, Yucaipa, California

Federal law does not require that a
Cll prescription be filled only in the

There's no place like home...

e i

.nghland

RIDGE RV

Own the Outdoors

START YOUR JOURNEY AT
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state written, but some state laws

may prohibit filling these medications
when written by prescribers from
outside their state. When traveling, it is
advisable to check with a pharmacy in
the state you will be in at the time you
need to fill the medication.

Check with your home pharmacy
and see if they will mail your medication
to you, if the state you plan to be in will
not honor out-of-state prescriptions.
The Cll hard copy can be mailed to your
home pharmacy or held by them for up
to 90 days, if they are willing to do so.

| hope this helps smooth some
bumps in the road for chronic-pain
patients who are not ready to stay home.
As a pharmacist, | will fill out-of-state
controlled prescriptions for travelers,
provided | can verify legitimacy — don't
even ask me to fill a script from a Florida
doctor if you are from Tennessee.

Steve Knoderer, Serena, Illinois

It's a Blast...

Except When It's Not

My wife and | are on our third travel
trailer in less than two years. We are
newcomers but passionate about the
prospects that RVing can provide, so
much so that we have traveled almost
18,000 miles so far and will be staying
in our current trailer more than half the
year this year. We are not full-timers
but avid campers and videographers
crossing the country documenting our
trips on a successful YouTube travel
channel. The problem is that all three of
our trailers have been plagued by issues
caused by a lack of factory quality
control. The dealers offered to help but
insisted that it would be months before
they could make the repairs.

It's one of those things that, when
everything is working, it's a blast, and
when itisn’t, it can be a nightmare. We
will reserve judgment about our future
in this lifestyle based upon the success
of the current repairs and future issues.
Neil Mullen, Dawsonville, Georgia &8

m Write to: Trailer Life,
2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 or
email info@trailerlife.com. Please include

your full name and location.
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Caprock Canyons State Park covers more'than 15,000 acres of red-rock badlands
where descendentsof the great southern plains bison roam.

It's possible to cross the Texas Pan-
handle without ever realizing you're
passing one of the state’s most defining
features — though you may notice some
ragged arroyos and a rise in elevation as
you travel west. In fact, if you're traveling
Interstate 40, the most direct route
across, what you're seeing is the north
end of the magnificent 120-mile-long
Caprock Escarpment. Farther south,
the landscape fractures into the most
dramatic red-rock badlands you can
imagine, dividing high plains to the west
from the lower rolling plains to the east.
A particularly fine stretch of the
escarpment is showcased at 15,000-acre
Caprock Canyons State Park, estab-
lished in 1982 near the tiny Western-
looking town of Quitaque (pronounced
“Kitty-Quay”), about 100 miles southeast
of Amarillo. Here, nature has sculpted
the richly red and orange sandstone into
a host of towering shapes laced horizon-

Nature has sculpted red and orange sandstone into
dramatic shapes in Caprock Canyons State Park, where
hison once roamed by the millions

article by Pamela Selbert

tally with ribbons of shimmering white
gypsum. This windswept land seems
a fitting place to see bison, which once
roamed here by the millions, before
wholesale slaughter in the 1870s
nearly wiped them out.

But thanks to the foresight of a
rancher named Charlie Goodnight and
his wife, Mary Ann, who saved a number
of orphaned calves, 100 or so descen-
dants of the historic South Plains herd
once again roam their native habitat.
They were reintroduced here about 20
years ago. Visitors, some 70,000 a year,
can watch them grazing and cavorting.

Nine hiking trails range in length
from 1.3-mile Canyon Loop to 6-mile
Old Ranch Road. There’'s also hiking,
horseback riding and mountain biking
(bikes and helmets are available] on
64-mile Caprock Canyons Trailway, part
of the national Rails-to-Trails program,
which begins atop the escarpment and

e
o b Sl
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stretches east to Estelline in the Red
River Valley. Other recreation includes
swimming, boating and fishing (rods can
be rented) on 120-acre Lake Theo.

There’s also a 50-seat amphithe-
ater for special programs, a Discovery
Center for kids, a fine scenic drive with
dramatic overlooks, a visitor center with
exhibits that interpret various aspects
of the canyon lands and six camping
areas. Daily admission to the park is $4
for adults and free for children age 12
and under.

RV Camping

Honea Flat Camping Area at Caprock
Canyons State Park includes 35 RV sites
with water and electricity, and a dump
station for $15 to $20 per night.
806-455-1492, www.tpwd.texas.gov/
state-parks/caprock-canyons

PHOTOS BY GUY SELBERT
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Lightweight Vista Cruiser

This year Gulf Stream celebrates five years of production of
its Vista Cruiser travel trailer with the new 23RSS floorplan.
A slideout houses a jackknife sofa inside the 7-foot 6-inch-
wide 23RSS. The company claims that the narrow width
and lower frame help reduce wind resistance for better fuel
efficiency, and the lower frame has the added benefit of
providing a more accessible step-up-into-the-trailer height.
The sloping ceiling tops out at 6 feet 11 inches, and the
front and back walls and roof are one continuous piece of
laminated fiberglass. Essentially, that means there are no
joints across the Vista’s entire expanse. According to Gulf

Stream, the aluminum-framed laminated walls provide an
overall reduction in weight and excellent insulation.

Interior cabinetry, available in light or dark wood tones,
features curved corners, no sharp edges and slam-latch
doors. The entry door has a friction hinge, so there’s no
need to prop it open, and LED lighting is used throughout.
In the bedroom, the queen-size bed has good walkaround
space on either side. The dinette in back, with windows on
three sides, folds down into another bed.

Base MSRP is $25,900. Nine other Vista Cruiser
floorplans are available from 17 to 23 feet in length and in

weights from 2,567 to 3,913 pounds.

Gulf Stream Coach
877-801-0333, www.gulfstreamrvtrailers.com

Grand Design Expands
Grand Design Recreational
Vehicles, manufacturer of
fifth-wheels, travel trailers
and toy haulers, has been
rapidly expanding since
the company opened its
doors two years ago. To that end, the company is adding
a 65,000-square-foot addition to its lamination facility in
Middlebury, Indiana, which will double its current size.
“Because of our growth and the increasing demand for
our products, it has become necessary to add to our infra-

structure,” said Grand Design’s President and CEQ Don
Clark. “In addition to streamlining our lamination process,
the new building will also house our predelivery inspection
(PDI) operations. We test all major mechanical and plumbing
processes in the manufacturing plant. To ensure all Grand
Design products arrive at our dealers with the utmost quality,
Grand Design reinspects and, again, does a complete (PDI)
inspection at a separate facility.”

The expansion will add approximately 35 new jobs,
bringing the company’s employee base to more than 670
people. Grand Design offers factory tours Monday through
Wednesday at 2 p.m.

Petersen Industries
Shuts Down

Peterson Industries,
founded in 1966 by Vaughn
and Leonard Peterson,

has closed it doors. The
company, based in Smith
Center, Kansas, was the manufacturer of Excel-brand fifth-
wheels that included the Limited, Winslow and Wild Cargo
models. An announcement was issued in a message posted
on the online forum for Excel owners. Under the heading
“A Heartfelt Thank You from Peterson Industries,” the

FACTORY CLOSURE |
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message included the following:

“After a diligent search seeking a buyer or investor
proved fruitless, | am so sorry to say that the last seven
years has left Peterson Industries undercapitalized and
unable to continue. Therefore, we regret to inform you, our
valued family members, that Peterson Industries is closing
our doors, effective immediately. On behalf of Vaughn,
Duana, Bryan, Curtis and all the employees, we want to
take this opportunity to sincerely thank you for your loyalty
and for giving us an opportunity to be a part of your lives.
Words cannot express our gratitude. We will miss you all
so very much!”



HONGRING ALL YETERANS

Honoring WWII Veterans
in Northern California

Builtin 1942, Eagle Field in Dos Palos,
California, is one of the last remaining World
War Il airfields in America. The airfield
houses the WWII Living History and Military
Museum where many wartime buildings are
open to the public. Eagle Field's mission is to
honor war veterans and preserve their legacy
for future generations. Living history events
are scheduled periodically, and on June 13
this year, Eagle Field is hosting a Dinner
Dance Fly-In.

Entertainment includes a 1940s-style
big band, a swing-dance contest, a catered
formal dinner and a silent auction. The dress
code is 1940’s period clothing and military uniforms. Guests are invited to
explore the museum and walk through the hangars where many fighter pilots
saw their airplanes for the first time. Eagle Field is also the location of a short
scene in the movie Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull.

RVers are invited to attend, and for guests buying dinner tickets, overnight
RV parking is free unless a generator is needed (no water]).
Eagle Field, 925-383-3916, www.eaglefield.net

Nearby RV Park: The Lakes RV and Golf Resort, a Good Sam Park, is in Chowchilla,
about 30 minutes from Dos Palos. 866-665-6980, www.thelakesrv.com

Tires of the Future?
At the 2015 Geneva Motor Show in Switzerland, Goodyear unveiled two concept
tires that may be similar to tires of the future. One concept is dubbed BHO3, and
Goodyear states that it can generate electricity from the heat created by flexing
while driving. This technology could be used in electric or conventional vehicles
and hybrids to provide an additional source of electricity using energy that is
currently not captured.

Goodyear’s other concept is named Triple Tube because it has three internal
tubes that enable it to vary its shape to match
changing conditions. Tubes located under the
tread, along the center of the tire and along
the shoulders allow the characteristics of
the tire to be changed easily. An air pump
can inflate different chambers, changing the
tire into three different shapes. With the Eco/
Safety mode, all tubes are fully inflated to
reduce rolling resistance. For Wet Traction,
just the center tube is inflated to reduce the
risk of hydroplaning. The Sporty position
directs more air to the inboard tubes to
enlarge the contact patch and add traction.

Although these tires are not slated for
production, they show what could be possible
in the near future. — Ken Freund

Handmade
Wooden Teardrop

Gerald Schmidt

retired in 2013

after 40 years

of constructing

houses, but that

didn’t stop him

from continuing

what he knows best. Schmidt’s

love of woodworking and construction,
combined with his wife Carlie’s love of
travel, inspired him to craft a custom
wooden teardrop trailer. He wanted a
comfortable place to sleep, and Carlie
wanted places to prepare and cook
meals and store items. They both
wanted to travel the contiguous United
States inexpensively.

Schmidt began with a Coleman
tent trailer stripped down to the
frame. He used about 1,500 pounds of
wood, including plywood paneling and
insulation with cedar on the outside,
and built a steam box to bend the wood
to make the teardrop shape. The trailer
is 10 feet long, and the rear outside
kitchen is reached via a pop-up hatch.
While enjoying the outdoors, the couple
fixes meals on a portable butane
cooktop. There's also a small icebox
and outlets for the coffeemaker. Inside,
the highest point is 4 feet 8 inches, and
the Schmidts sleep comfortably on a
queen-size bed. Shelves at their feet
and sliding-door closets at the head
of the bed provide hanging space for
clothing and storage.

So far, the couple has traveled
almost the entire length of Route
66 and visited 15 states. Schmidt
is currently working on matching a
1959 Dodge Town Panel truck to the
teardrop to make a dynamic duo.
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Hit the Road, Jack, in a Camper Van

Travelers looking to camp in a small,
basic RV should check out Jucy
Rentals. The New Zealand-based
company launched rental locations in
Los Angeles, San Francisco and Las
Vegas in 2012 and plans to expand to
Florida and other key markets. The
brightly colored retrofitted minivans
are easy to spot in their green and

o

-

=T

ROOF GI.E

purple attire, and rent for as little
as $35 [plus mileage) per day in the
off-season.

The camper vans sleep up to four,
and each has a table, refrigerator, gas
stove and sink. A TV and radio/DVD/
CD player folds down from the ceiling,
and Wi-Fi connectivity is available
starting at $10 per day. In the main
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~ REMOVES GREY STREAKS, GREASE BUGS .
- CLEANS FIBERGLASS, AWNINGS,
TIRES, WHEELS & MORE

The brightly colored Jucy camper vans take
travelers off the beaten path and provide
comfortable sleeping for up to four.

cabin, passenger seats transform into
a double bed. The pod-tent penthouse
pops up to provide a second double bed,
accessible with a pull-down ladder.
The vehicles are 2010 Chrysler
Town & Country and 2012 Dodge
Grand Caravan minivans with a
removable table. Jucy will provide
cookware and bedding for a nominal
fee. Drivers must be at least 21 years
of age. ®
Jucy Rentals
800-650-4180, www.jucyrentals.com
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DISC BRAKE CONVERSIONS

IMPROVE YOUR * Fits all t.railers
STOPPING ABILITY ~ * Eesyo nsel
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* Excellent quality featuring Titan Brakerite,
Disc Brakes, and line Kits.
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Sit at Your Own Risk

Hoping the manufacturer would repair an overhead
cabinet in his fifth-wheel trailer, a Colorado reader
asked RV Resolutions to intercede on his behalf:

ACAUTION

» My wife and | purchased our CrossRoads Cruiser fifth-
wheel in the spring of 2013. The following June, while on
an interstate highway in Montana, the cabinet in the slider
fell from its mounting. Fortunately, no one was in the .
trailer at the time, since the cabinet weighs more than
50 pounds and is situated directly above the sofa.

When | contacted CrossRoads, | acknowledged that

my fifth-wheel was two months out of warranty at the
time of the incident. That being said, | believe | made a
strong case that both the design and construction of the

cabinet made this incident inevitable. The service staff
at Ketelsen Campers agreed but couldn’t help without a
go-ahead from CrossRoads. After many emails and phone
calls, CrossRoads told me they would offer no help, as the
warranty had expired.

| appreciate in advance any help you might be able to
give me on this issue. | continue to enjoy your magazine.
John Burkhart, Monument, Colorado

RV Resolutions contacted CrossRoads RV and later heard
back from John Burkhart that the manufacturer agreed to
pay for the repair:

» | received a call saying CrossRoads would cover the
costs of replacing and reinstalling the cabinet. Thank you
for the role you played in the resolution of this problem.
J.B.

Leaky Leveler

When a hydraulic leveling ram on
his nearly new fifth-wheel failed, an
Idaho reader asked RV Resolutions
to petition the RV and component
manufacturers for compensation:

Components and Heartland
Recreational Vehicles, asking the
companies to reconsider Jerald
Johnston’s case. A month later, we
received the following thank-you
note from Johnston:

the corner to support the trailer so |
could use it. When | took the trailer
back to the dealer to have the ram
checked and repaired, they informed
me that the ram was leaking
internally and that Lippert and
Heartland would not cover the cost to
fix it because it was out of warranty.

| paid to have the ram replaced at
a cost of $349.47. Since the ram was
defective almost from the start, | feel
the replacement should be covered
under the warranty.
Jerald Johnston, Arco, Idaho

| want to thank RV Resolutions.
Your intervention with Lippert and
Heartland RV helped resolve the
issue with the hydraulic ram on
my Bighorn trailer. Lippert called
me personally and said they would
reimburse me for the $349.47.
Again, thank you for your time

and assistance.

JJ.®

» The second time | took my
Heartland Bighorn fifth-wheel out
on a camping trip, the left-front
hydraulic leveling ram did not hold
the front driver’s side corner up.
The dealership contacted Lippert
Components, and Lippert had them
put an additive in the hydraulic
system. On the next camping trip,
| had the same problem. This time
the dealer said the problem was a
loose fitting. | got the trailer back
and parked it for the winter.

In the spring, | called the
dealership and told them the ram
had leaked fluid while in storage,
but | had to use the trailer at a con-
struction site. While parked at the
site, | placed a hydraulic jack under

RV Resolutions sent request-for-
attention letters to both Lippert

NEED HELP? )) RV Resolutions is a forum for the settlement of conflicts
between consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessory suppliers
and service providers. After exhausting all other resources without success,

please send a typed letter to Trailer Life RV Resolutions, 2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036. Include copies of appropriate bills and
correspondence as well as a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
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article and photos by Lisa Densmore Ballard

A miner’s wagon and abandoned cabins st

Whether Wyoming's deserted set-
tlements contain real apparitions from
an earlier era is a matter of speculation,
but one thing is for sure — wandering
around a ghost town is a ticket back
in time. The question is, which one to
visit? If you're planning a trip through
Wyoming, the following Spook Route,
listed north to south, will give you an
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WYOMING’'S
SPOOK ROUTE

Across the Cowboy State, the promise of riches drew pioneering miners
to seek their fortunes in precious metals. The once-bustling mining
settlements now preserve a vibrant chapter of frontier history. Step back
in time as we take you to some of Wyoming's best-kept ghost towns

ins stand at the edge_gf_S’p’ptE Pass City

he Cowboy State offers many opportunities for summer travelers. There's
world-class fishing in its lakes and rivers, hiking and rodeos, mountain
and ranch vistas, wildlife viewing, rafting, hot springs, seasonal festivals,
Yellowstone National Park — and 70 ghost towns. At one extreme, many
of these historic sites are little more than decaying logs, a few crumbling founda-
tions and perhaps an old well gone dry. At the other extreme, they are fully curated
campuses restored to their original livable state.

intriguing peek at the poignant aspects
of frontier life.

KIRWIN AND DOUBLE DEE RANCH
Located on the North Fork of the Wood
River near Meeteetse, Kirwin had its
heyday in the late 19th century when,
in 1881, William Kirwin and a hunting

buddy discovered gold and silver there.

By the late 1890s, the settlement
swelled to 200 residents and had 38
buildings, including a hotel, sawmill,
post office, stores and numerous
private homes. That said, much of the
development, including a powerhouse,
electric lines and a railroad spur, was
abandoned before it was finished.

The precious ore turned out to be low
grade, then tragedy struck. In 1905,

an explosion killed a miner, then

two years later, a blizzard dumped
more than 50 feet of snow in eight
days, causing an avalanche that killed
another three people. When the road to
Meeteetse became passable again, the
entire town departed.

In the 1930s the deserted town
became part of the Double Dee Guest
Ranch. The dude ranch operated for a
decade, through 1942. Amelia Earhart
and her husband, George Putnam,
were among the ranch’s more famous
guests. Earhart started to build a cabin
there, but the project was abandoned
when she disappeared over the
Pacific Ocean.

Today, both Kirwin and the Double
Dee Ranch are publicly owned by the
USDA Forest Service and are part of
Shoshone National Forest. Visitors can
see the remains of Earhart’s cabin at



the abandoned ranch, then continue
to Kirwin where the hotel, several
log cabins and mining machinery are
scattered around the site.

Plan a full day to visit Kirwin and the
Double Dee. A four-wheel-drive vehicle
is recommended for crossing one
shallow river and several streams to get
to the ranch. The Meeteetse Museums
complex periodically hosts free tours of
the ranch and the ghost town, and can
assist in arranging rides or providing
directions for self-guided visits.
Meeteetse Museums
www.meeteetsemuseums.org

ATLANTIC CITY

Though considered a ghost town,
Atlantic City, one of Wyoming's oldest
cities, is an interesting mix of ruins and
modern-day rural living. According to
the 2010 U.S. Census, 37 people still
reside in Atlantic City, which has a
reputation as the boom-bust capital

of the Cowboy State.

Like many other ghost towns,
Atlantic City’s fortunes were directly
tied to mining. In 1868, prospectors
discovered a vein of gold several feet
thick and several thousand feet long.
They dubbed it the Atlantic Ledge

(Above, from left) The remains of the dance hall in Atlantic City where Calamity Jane allegedly
worked. Scenic Wind River Canyon near Boysen State Park has no shortage of natural beauty.

because of its location on the eastern
side of the Continental Divide. Despite
the remote mountainous location, 100
miles from the nearest railroad, other
hopeful diggers soon came in search of
riches, and Atlantic City swelled to 300
people. During the town’s first boom, it
boasted a brewery, a beer garden, an
opera house and a 90-foot-long dance
hall where frontierswoman and guide
Calamity Jane is said to have worked.
The city’s second boom occurred in
the 1880s when a French engineer and
capitalist, Emile Granier, introduced
his hydraulic mining system. Granier
invested $1,000 and hired 300 Swedish
laborers to dig a 20-mile sluiceway
to transport gold ore from Christina

Lake around the town and then to the
south. However, the grade was too
steep, causing the water to spill over
the sides, along with the gold, which
other prospectors were glad to grab.
Granier declared bankruptcy in 1893
and returned to France.

The town’s last boom occurred
during the Great Depression when
miners dredged nearby streams and
found small amounts of gold. Some
nearby mines reopened, but during
World War II, when the U.S. government
declared gold a nonstrategic metal, they
closed again. Atlantic City was added to
Wyoming’s list of ghost towns about 10
years later.

Interestingly, the town experi-

TRAVELING THE SPOOK ROUTE

Kirwin to South Pass City

From Meeteetse, south of Cody, travel south 52 miles on State
Route 120 to Thermopolis. Take U.S. Route 20 south 32 miles
through the Wind River Canyon to Shoshoni. Turn southwest
on State Route 789. Go another 55 miles, then head south on
State Route 28 past Lander. A series of well-maintained dirt
roads with good signage leads to Atlantic City and, 2 miles
further south, South Pass City.

SPOOK ROUTE

Rock Spring

80,

Point of Rocks @
Riverside

Camping: Boysen State Park, www.wyoparks.state.wy.us

South Pass City to Point of Rocks

Continue south on State Route 28 45 miles to Farson. Take
U.S. Route 191 south to Rock Springs. Head east 25 miles on
1-80 to Exit 130/Point of Rocks. Turn right (south) off the ramp.
Go past the Overland Stage Map, a roadside pullout, then turn
left on Sweetwater County Road (no sign). Point of Rocks is
0.1 mile up the hill on the right.

Camping: Sinks Canyon State Park
www.sinkscanyonstatepark.org/visitor/camping

Point of Rocks to Encampment

Take 1-80 east 44 miles to Exit 235/Walcott. Go 38 miles on
State Route 130 south to Riverside. Turn right (west) on U.S.
Route 70. Continue another mile to Encampment. Following
the signs to the Grand Encampment Museum, turn left on
Sixth Street (dirt), then right to 807 Barnett Avenue.
Camping: Lazy Acres Campground and RV Park
www.lazyacreswyo.com

June 2015 TRAILERLIFE 19




WYOMING'S SPOOK ROUTE

enced yet another boom in the 1960s
when U.S. Steel dug a large open-pit
iron-ore mine there, but that mine
closed as well, in 1982. Three decades
later, visitors to this half-deserted
hamlet can take a self-guided tour of
27 historic sites, including a mill, barns,
cabins, the hotel, a saloon, stores and
even a crumbling chicken house amid
a handful of inhabited homes and
businesses.

Atlantic City Historical Society
www.facebook.com/atlanticcity
historicalsociety

SOUTH PASS CITY

When prospectors discovered the
Cariso Lode in 1868, it triggered a gold
rush to South Pass City that attracted
more than 2,000 people. The boom
turned to bust after only two years, but
a number of hardy residents stayed,
ever hopeful of another gold strike. The
state of Wyoming took over the town on
its 100th anniversary, turning it into a
state historic site.
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B&W Trailer Hitches, Circle 101 on Reader Service Card

A HITCH Ft

The Companion™ was
designed for a smooth ride.

*Also available as a Slider.

(Above, from left) Class is always in session inside the historic schoolhouse at the Grand
Encampment Museum. The stagecoach station and Pony Express stop at Point of Rocks.

Today, South Pass City is among the
most well-preserved ghost towns in the
western United States. Visitors can walk
down the main street of town and step
into various shops, public buildings and
residences, each curated to show life
during the gold rush.

The old dance hall serves as the
visitor center and the first stop of the
walking tour. The most prominent
artifact on display inside the dance
hall, an American flag with 44 stars,
was hand-sewn in 1890 when Wyoming
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The Patriot 18K™ is our
rail mounted hitch with cam-
operated jaws. The one piece
base design makes for easier
install and a higher safety
rating.

*Also available as a Slider.

became the 44th state.

The hotel in the middle of town
dates back to 1873 and was originally
owned by a widow named Jane Sher-
lock-Smith. In the 1800s, operating a
hotel was one of the few businesses
deemed socially acceptable for
women. Today, the front desk looks as
if Sherlock-Smith could appear at any
moment to check in a guest.

The Exchange Saloon is another
interesting landmark. Built as a bank
during South Pass City’s initial two-year
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Ford or Ram Pucks
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factory hitch platform.

To check out all of our 5th wheel options for your truck visit www.turnoverball.com
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gold boom, the building drew miners to
exchange a total of 3,600 ounces of gold
dust for minted coins, valued at about
$3.85 million today. Pausing there, it's
easy to imagine ordering a whiskey,
playing a hand of poker or spinning the
roulette wheel after a long day under-
ground. If miners didn’t find gold in the
surrounding hills, they could dream of
winning riches in the saloon.

The adit (entrance) to Wolverine
mine is a short walk above the school-
house. Though it never produced
a notable amount of gold, it gives
visitors a sense of what the mines

More than a _

fresh air in

‘\’/\/

lR\/ \IENT CAP

* Prevents odors from invading living space
* Speeds up waste breakdown

* Eliminates the need for chemicals

* Works in any wind condition

* Easy installation and universal fit

Buy Online!
store.Ici1.com

were like. An ore-stamp mill, a sizable
contraption by the adit, crushed min-
eral-bearing ore, then mercury was
added to the pulverized rock to collect
the gold particles.

For those who want to dig deeper
into the pioneer mining era, a 1.6-mile
loop trail follows Willow Creek past
several more mine entrances, an
arrastra (another type of ore milll, a
larger stamp mill and the remains of a
brick kiln that is on the edge of South
Pass City.

Friends of South Pass
www.southpasscity.com
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POINT OF ROCKS

With the start of the American Civil War,

the U.S. Army withdrew troops from the
west to fight for the Union. As a result,
during the 1860s, Indian and outlaw
attacks increased along the Oregon
Trail, one of the primary east-west
routes across the continent, which
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« Stores in included bag, hose not included
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Escape Trailer, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card

WYOMING'S SPOOK ROUTE

passed through the middle of Wyoming.
The government detoured travelers
and mail carriers onto the Overland
Trail across the southern part of the
territory, believing it a safer route.

Though not a ghost town per se, the
now-deserted stagecoach and Pony
Express pit stop at Point of Rocks was
one of the more infamous waypoints
along the Overland Trail. Known as
the Almond Stage Station, it was built
in 1862 from local sandstone. Today,
visitors can peek out of the window
openings in the crumbling stables or
into the restored depot. Several plaques
retell the history of Point of Rocks,
which withstood attacks and attempted
arson by various Indians, and was the
site of a purported murder.

Jack Slade, a stagecoach driver and
notorious alcoholic, killed a passenger
named Jules Beni, a Frenchman and
one of Slade’s enemies. Several years
earlier, Beni shot Slade and left him
for dead, but Slade lived, swearing
he would one day wear one of Beni's

ears on his watch chain. Slade, a bully
prone to whiskey-induced rages, was
eventually hanged by vigilantes.

The stage line operated until 1869.
With the completion of the transcontinen-
tal railroad, passengers and mail gained
a more efficient westward mode of trans-
portation. Today, Interstate 80 follows the
basic route of the historic Overland Trail.
Wyoming Cultural Heritage
www.wyomingheritage.org

GRAND ENCAMPMENT
Located between the Sierra Madre
mountains and the Snowy Range, Grand
Encampment is yet another mining boom
town of the late-19th century, though not
for gold. In 1897, an English prospector
named Ed Haggarty discovered copper,
initiating a decade of profitable mining
in the area. The Rudefeha Lode (named
for the first two letters of Haggarty's and
his partners’ last names) and the Ferris-
Haggarty Mine continued to produce
copper until 1908.

From the mine, a 16-mile aerial

HOW DO Yog

-

Escape Trailer Industries

Proudiy built in British Columbia, Canada

22 TRAILERLIFE June 2015

tramway, the longest in the world,
carried the ore to a smelter in Grand
Encampment, which processed up
to 500 tons of ore per day. During the
boom, the settlements of Rudefeha,
Dillon, Copperton, Rambler, Battle and
Elwood sprang up, but they all became
ghost towns when the mining company
closed after being indicted for selling
fraudulent stock and claiming more
capital than it owned. During the bust,
the town of Grand Encampment quietly
dropped “Grand” from its name. Now
known simply as Encampment, it has
a population of about 400 people.
While not a ghost town in its own
right, Encampment hosts many of the
buildings from the surrounding ghost
towns on the campus of the Grand
Encampment Museum. A two-story
outhouse, a fire observation tower, a
portion of the aerial tram and homes of
both prominent and working-class people
are among the 19 preserved structures.
Grand Encampment Museum
www.gemuseum.com &

Introducing the

Escape 5.0TA

A lightweight and aerodynamic
tandem axle fifth-wheel trailer.

With a dry weight of only 3800lbs,
the 5.0TA is a perfect fit for
mid-sized trucks. With a molded
fiberglass unibody design and
maximized floorplan, travelling in the
Escape 5.0TA successfully brings
together comfort and efficiency.
High quality interior finishes
combined with an extensive list of
custom options give you the op-
portunity to design a trailer that is
specifically tailored to your needs
and style of camping.

212"
779"

Overall Length
Interior Height

Kitchen Counter 34"

escapetrailer.com | 855-703-1650 | Buy factory direct in Chilliwack, B.C.




They say money can't buy happiness...
but it can buy an RV and that’s pretty close!

* Refinance Your Existing RV Loan * Private Party RV Loans

* Loans For New Or Pre-Owned RVs » Cash Recapture: Obtain A Loan Within
Six Months Of Your Original Purchase Date

APRS* AS LOW AS

3.99%  412% | 4.39%

on loan amounts of $75k+ on loan amounts of $50k to $74,999 on loan amounts of 525k to $49,999

=

& Good Sam
1-800-444-1
GoodSamRVLoans.com/540 RV Loans

* Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.

** APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a
refinance request, RV must be 2005 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 2007 model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following:
credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA Used Wholesale Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount,
loan type and lender guidelines. Example of an RV loan: A 15 year fixed-rate $55,000 loan. Based on an APR of 4.37%, this loan has 180 monthly payments of $41710 each. Information
is accurate as of May 12, 2015. This offer is not available to applicants who use their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer); visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms. Good Sam
Finance Center™ provided through Bank of the West. © 2015 Bank of the West. GRL38754 - 0215
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PHOTO BY ANDREAS HUB

mong California’s unique attractions are the world’s tallest trees, massive
conifers that can live for thousands of years. The coast redwood grows
along the state’s northwestern edge from the Oregon border south to
Big Sur near Monterey. The giant sequoia, also known as the Sierra

redwood, grows inland. Although the coast redwood stretches taller (to 379 feet,
higher than the Statue of Liberty), it's smaller in diameter (to 22 feet], with bark
averaging 12 inches in thickness. Its inland cousin tops out at 311 feet with a
40-foot-diameter and bark that measures up to 31 inches in thickness.

What follows are some of the best
spots for communing with California’s
towering trees and a selection of RV
parks and public campgrounds. State
park campground information
can be found at www.parks.ca.gov,
and reservations can be made at
www.reserveamerica.com. Reserva-
tions for national park and forest
service campgrounds can be made at
www.recreation.gov. Websites are listed
for nearby commercial RV parks.

NORTHERN COAST

Most of California’s coast redwoods can
be found within 50 miles of the Pacific
Ocean between San Francisco and the
Oregon border. Rain, fog and moderate
temperatures contribute to their survival.

Muir Woods National

Monument, Mill Valley

A national monument since 1908,
Muir Woods is the closest place to San
Francisco to view significant groves of
coast redwoods. Muir Woods has two
groves that are easily accessible via a
well-maintained trail that is suitable
for the handicapped. Parking spots

fill up quickly, so get there before the

8 a.m. opening. A seasonal weekend
and holiday shuttle stops at a parking
lot just off the State Route 1 exit from
northbound U.S. Route 101, but that
can fill up, too. Leave the trailer at your
campground, as vehicles over 35 feet
are prohibited on the access road.
Camping: Muir Woods has no
on-site camping. A good option for
RVs up to 32 feet is Samuel P. Taylor
State Park in Lagunitas, 26 miles
distant. For RVs up to 31 feet, Sonoma
Coast State Beach, about 65 miles
from Muir Woods, has several camp-
grounds. My favorite is Bodega Dunes
with 98 sites, no hookups, hot showers,
flush toilets and a dump station.
Nearby Bodega Bay RV Park
(www.bodegabayrvpark.com) has
73 full- and partial-hookup sites for
vehicles up to 60 feet, free cable and
Wi-Fi, a dump station and restrooms
with showers. A closer option is San
Francisco North/Petaluma KOA (www
.koa.com/campgrounds/san-francisco),
34 miles away, with 312 mostly shaded
sites for rigs up to 60 feet, 20/30/50-
amp hookups, some pull-throughs, a
dump station, sewer service, cable TV,
Wi-Fi, a dog park and a heated pool.

Armstrong Redwoods State Natural
Reserve and Austin Creek State
Recreation Area, Guerneville
This 700-acre park complex is a popular
place for hikers and people seeking
easy access to the Russian River for
kayaking and summer fun. The park has
two significant redwoods, the 310-foot
Parson Jones Tree and the 1,400-year-
old Colonel Armstrong Tree. Each fall
(September 12 and 13 this year), the
town plays host to the Russian River
Jazz and Blues Festival, which attracts
well-known talent, with much of the
seating in kayaks and canoes floating
in the river.

Camping: RV camping is prohibited
at the park complex. Good options
are to camp and leave your trailer at
nearby Samuel P. Taylor State Park
or Sonoma Coast State Beach, both
mentioned above. Just 9 miles west in
Duncan Mills is Casini Ranch Family
Campground (www.casiniranch.com)
with 225 sites near the Russian River,
including some pull-throughs, some
with 30-amp hookups and all with
access to restrooms with showers, a
dump station and laundry facilities, plus
boat and canoe rentals.

Hendy Woods State Park, Philo

If wine tasting and camping sound like a
match made in heaven, this park should
be on your list. Located in the Anderson
Valley wine district, Hendy Woods has
two virgin redwood groves within its
845-acre boundaries. The microclimate
here especially suits the pinot noir
grape, featured in nearby wineries that
host the annual Anderson Valley Pinot
Noir Festival each May.

Camping: With 92 sites, the park
campground is a pleasantly shaded
retreat, and being inland can be a nice
alternative to oceanside parks that are
often fogged in. Trailers are limited
to 35 feet. About 33 miles to the west
near the village of Mendocino are

(Opposite page) Coast redwoods can reach 379
feet in height and 22 feet in diameter. This one
can be seen at Henry Cowell Redwoods State
Park. [Far left) Hiking through Humboldt
Redwoods State Park. (Left) On the Redwood
Highway in Jedediah Smith State Park.
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some of the best state parks in Northern California,
including Van Damme State Park, with 64 sites for trailers
up to 35 feet, full-service restrooms and a dump station.
Located 3.5 miles from Mendocino, Caspar Beach RV Park
(www.casparbeachrvpark.com) is a Good Sam Park with
full hookups, cable, Wi-Fi and beach access.

Richardson Grove State Park, Garberville

Eight miles south of Garberville, you can leave Route 101
and drive the old Highway 101, which predates the freeway,
for 31 miles on a stretch aptly nicknamed Avenue of the
Giants. Richardson Grove is the first park you encounter
featuring significant old-growth coast redwood groves,
many accessible by just pulling off the road and gawking.
Watch for signs indicating the recommended Exhibit and
Settler’s trails.

(Above from left) The narrow-gauge Roaring Camp Railroad takes
visitors on a one-hour tour from Felton through the redwood forest.
Trails lead through ancient groves in Hendy Woods State Park and
past a giant uprooted tree in Humbolt Redwoods State Park.

Camping: Plenty of on-site camping is available for
trailers shorter than 24 feet. Garberville's Richardson Grove
Campground and RV Park (www.redwoodfamilycamp.org)
has 45 sites with full or partial hookups, including 10 pull-
throughs. Amenities include restrooms with showers,
groceries, a dump station, laundry facilities and Wi-Fi.

Humboldt Redwoods State Park, Myers Flat

This 51,000-acre state park is the largest in California
catering to redwood trees and their admirers. It hosts one

of the state’s largest groves, Rockefeller Forest, and has
many trees exceeding 300 feet. Hiking trails abound, ranging
from quick 2-mile jaunts, like the must-do Founders Grove
Nature Trail, to those best suited to the truly fit. One of the
attractions is Giant Tree, and at 354 feet in height and 53 feet
in circumference, it is aptly named. As a bonus, the Eel River
runs through the area, known in non-drought times as a
prime salmon and steelhead fishery.

Camping: Three campgrounds at the state park cater to
RVers with trailers up to 24 feet. Beware of a tight squeeze
between two trees on the drive to Albee Creek if you're
towing anything wider than 8 feet. For bigger rigs, Giant
Redwoods RV and Camp (www.giantredwoodsrv.com), a
Good Sam Park in Myers Flat, has 30/50-amp sites, including
some pull-throughs, plus a dump station, laundry facilities,
groceries and free Wi-Fi.

Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park, Orick
This park is at or near the top of my list of favorite places
to camp. It's a 14,000-acre playground with more than 300
old-growth redwood groves, 10 miles of beautiful, unspoiled
beach, 75 miles of trails and as many Roosevelt elk as
campers. Start by driving the 10-mile Newton B. Drury Scenic
Parkway, which parallels Route 101, and then double-back so
you can wander on foot or bike. Hike to the aptly named Big
Tree — 300-plus-feet tall, 21 feet in diameter and 1,500 years
in age. Fog is possible, particularly in the morning.

Camping: The state park has two campgrounds, Elk

Must-see tree: The patriarch of Yosemite’s Mariposa Grove is the
Grizzly Giant, an 1,800-year-old giant sequoia.



Prairie and Golf Bluffs Beach. Nirvana
for campers and elk, Elk Prairie has

76 sites for RVs up to 27 feet. The first-
come, first-served Gold Bluffs Beach
Campground has 26 sites for RVs up to
24 feet and an 8-foot-width limit. Options
for those with longer rigs are just 10
miles north in Klamath. Klamath River
RV Park (www.klamathriverrv.com) is a
Good Sam Park with 30-amp hookups
and some pull-throughs. Amenities
include a laundry, RV supplies, a boat
dock and Wi-Fi. Another Klamath Good
Sam Park, Mystic Forest RV Park
(www.mysticforestrv.com), has 20/30-
amp campsites and some pull-throughs,
plus laundry facilities, groceries and Wi-Fi.

Del Norte Coast Redwoods

State Park, Crescent City

This 6,400-acre park was logged in the
1920s, and about half is old-growth
coast redwoods with the rest second-
growth redwoods and other species. The
park has 8 miles of Pacific shoreline, so
it suits folks who like to leave the forest
and watch the waves. Much of the coast
is steep, but Damnation Trail provides
good access, and Wilson Beach offers

a half-mile of sand.

Camping: The park’s campground
has 107 campsites for RVs up to 31 feet.
The park is open year-round, but the
campground usually closes in winter;
check before you visit. Two RV parks
can be found within a couple of miles
in Crescent City. Hiouchi RV Resort
(www.hiouchirv.com), a Good Sam
Park, has with 90 sites and 30/50-amp
hookups, a dump station, a laundry
and showers. Crescent City Redwoods
KOA (www.crescentcitykoa.com) has 41
sites, including some pull-throughs, and
30/50-amp hookups. Amenities include
a dump station, a laundry and Wi-Fi.

Jedediah Smith Redwoods

State Park, Crescent City

Named for one of the famed mountain
men who opened the area to explora-
tion, this excellent 10,000-acre state
park includes two significant groves

of coast redwoods, the 5,000-acre
National Tribute Grove and the smaller
but equally impressive Stout Grove.
Close to the town of Crescent City,

the park is almost in Oregon. Hiking
trails abound, and | highly recommend
driving the 6.9-mile Howland Hill Auto
Tour, a well-maintained dirt-and-
gravel road that has some twists and
turns but is negotiable by vehicles that
fit the campground parameters of a
31-foot limit. Nearby is the Smith River
National Scenic Byway, which tracks
one of the state’s few free-flowing
(undammed) rivers.

Camping: The state park
campground has more than 100
campsites, some of which accom-
modate larger RVs up to 45 feet. The
campground has restrooms with
showers and a dump station. Nearby
RV parks include Hiouchi RV Resort
and Crescent City Redwoods KOA, both
mentioned above.

CENTRAL COAST

The area around Santa Cruz has several
notable coast redwood groves and

the added benefit of proximity to such
popular destinations as Monterey,
Carmel, Big Sur and Point Lobos State
Natural Reserve. The following two
state parks are definitely worth a visit,
though they do not have the prolonged
scenic drives of other redwood areas
to the north, and their campgrounds
are limited to smaller RVs. Plenty of
nearby commercial RV parks make up
the difference for those traveling with
larger rigs.

Big Basin Redwoods

State Park, Boulder Creek
California’s oldest state park, this
18,000-acre reserve has the largest
stand of redwoods in this part of the
state and is known for its variety of
waterfalls. An impressive 80 miles of
trails traverse the park, including the
must-hike Redwood Nature Trail, just
over half a mile.

Camping: The park’s campground
has 31 sites for trailers up to 24 feet.
A Good Sam Park in Felton, 23 miles
away, Santa Cruz Redwoods RV Resort
(www.santacruzredwoodsrvresort.com)
has 30/50-amp sites, including some
pull-throughs and big-rig sites. The
park also has Wi-Fi, cable, laundry
facilities and recreational amenities.

TALL TALES

The National Park Service and
California State Parks together
manage 133,000 coastal acres known
as Redwood National and State Parks,
a World Heritage Site and Biosphere
Reserve. Within the collective
boundaries are Del Norte Coast,
Jedediah Smith and Prairie Creek
Redwoods state parks and Redwood
National Park, a quartet of nature
preserves that protect 45 percent of
the remaining old-growth forests of
coast redwoods. On the other side of
the state, jointly administered Sequoia
and Kings Canyon National Parks host
the world’s largest groves of giant
sequoias, and Yosemite National Park
is endowed with three impressive
sequoia groves, including one with
500 mature trees.

Henry Cowell Redwoods

State Park, Felton

This 4,650-acre park in the Santa Cruz
Mountains has several old-growth

and second-growth redwood groves.
With 15 miles of trails, the park is best
suited to folks who enjoy hiking and
horseback riding, as well as fishing for
steelhead on the San Lorenzo River.
The Roaring Camp Railroad takes
passengers from Felton through the
park’s forests.

Camping: The park campground
has 103 sites for RVs up to 33 feet.
Outside Capitola, New Brighton State
Beach has an excellent campground
with 82 sites for RVs up to 30 feet,
some with 30-amp hookups. Santa
Cruz Redwoods RV Resort, noted
previously, is only 7 miles away.
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IN SEARCH OF GIANTS
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HIGH SIERRA

Until now the focus has been on
Northern California’s coast redwoods.
Giant sequoia trees live inland in a
narrow 60-mile strip along the western
slopes of the Sierra Nevada range. They
are best viewed in the following three
state and national parks.

Calaveras Big Trees
State Park, Arnold
This is a prime spot for viewing giant
sequoias. Within the 6,500-acre
boundaries are two large groves. The
less ambitious can explore the North
Grove Loop, with 150 sequoias within
1.5 miles. For the more energetic, the
5-mile hike to the South Grove is a fine
one, with relatively little elevation gain
and shade most of the way. The park’s
two largest trees, the Agassiz Tree and
the Palace Hotel Tree, are on short,
well-marked spurs off this trail. Nearby
is Columbia State Historic Park, a
restored gold mining town.

Camping: Campgrounds within
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the state park include the North

Grove Campground and Oak Hollow
Campground, both limited to RVs up to
30 feet. This area is in California’s gold
country with no shortage of RV accom-
modations. Just down the road, Golden
Pines RV Resort and Campground
(www.goldenpinesresort.com) is a Good
Sam Park with 30-amp full-hookup
sites, including some pull-throughs,

a dump station and a heated pool.

Yosemite National Park,

Yosemite Village

Yosemite is home to three significant
groves of giant sequoias. Two are
close to Crane Flat Campground, only
5 miles from the park’s Big Oak Flat
Entrance off State Route 120. The other,
the Mariposa Grove, is close to the
Wawona area of the park, just inside
the South Entrance off State Route 41.
All of the groves can be reached on
foot less than a mile from the parking
lots. The Mariposa Grove contains
what is thought to be Yosemite’s oldest
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sequoia, the 1,800-plus-year-old Grizzly
Giant. For the next couple of years, an
extensive restoration project will limit
access to the Mariposa Grove, so be
sure to check the park’s website for the
latest visitor information.

Camping: You could write a book
on camping in Yosemite National
Park, but two campgrounds are best
for seeing giant sequoias. Five miles
from the Big Oak Flat Entrance, Crane
Flat Campground has 166 sites for
RVs up to 35 feet and trailers up to
27 feet, and is close to two redwood
groves. Wawona Campground has
93 sites for RVs up to 35 feet with the
same amenities. It is just inside the
park’s South Entrance and close to
the Mariposa Grove. Reservations at
all Yosemite campgrounds should be
made well in advance, particularly
during summer. Nearby RV parks
include a couple of Good Sam Parks.
Twenty miles from the South Entrance,
Sierra Meadows RV Park (www.sierra
meadows.com/rv-park] in Ahwahnee
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has pull-through and back-in 50-amp
sites and access to a golf course and
swimming pool. High Sierra RV Park
(www.highsierrarv.com) in nearby
Oakhurst has 30/50-amp sites, some
pull-throughs, and a dump station and
laundry facilities.

Sequoia and Kings Canyon

National Parks, Three Rivers

A little further afield, these two national
parks are managed as one and are
home to some 75 groves of giant
sequoias, including the world’s largest
by volume, the General Sherman Tree.
Sequoia is the second oldest national
park in the country, celebrating its
125th anniversary this year; Kings
Canyon turns 75. If that weren’t enough,
the west slope of Mount Whitney, the
highest peak in the lower 48 states,

is within Sequoia’s borders. And if all
that real estate is too confining for

you, nearby Sequoia National Forest
contains the world’s greatest con-
centration of giant sequoia groves,
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including 33 groves in Giant Sequoia
National Monument. There are several
points of entry, but the epicenter is
Grant Grove Village, site of the Kings
Canyon Visitor Center, reached via State
Route 180 east of Fresno.

Camping: Sequoia and Kings
Canyon National Parks have a multitude
of campgrounds, generally with size
limits of either 22 or 30 feet. If you
have a smaller rig and enter at the Big
Stump Entrance, | suggest camping that
first night at Azalea, Sunset or Crystal
Springs campground. Then drive the
Kings Canyon Scenic Byway and camp
at Sentinel, Sheep Creek, Canyon View
or Moraine. In neighboring Sequoia
National Forest, Princess Campground
has 90 sites, including some for RVs up
to 50 feet, near the paved, accessible
hiking trail through Indian Basin Grove.
In Fresno, there's Blackstone North RV
Park (www.blackstonenorthrvpark.com),
a Good Sam Park with large 30/50-amp
sites, cable, Wi-Fi, restrooms and a
laundry facility. &
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MISSISSIPPI'S

SCENIC HIGHWAY 1

Journey into the land that gave birth to the blues and experience deep-rooted
traditions, small-town charm, and the history and flavor of the South

hen my husband, Guy, and | are planning a trip, we always scan the
road map — yes, the old-fashioned foldout kind — for designated scenic

routes that are going our way. Almost invariably, they are “roads less

traveled,” which we prefer.

We recently “discovered” scenic
Mississippi Highway 1, which is also
a stretch of the Great River Road. It
parallels the Mississippi River from
U.S. Highway 49 just east of Helena,
Arkansas, south to U.S. Route 61 at
Onward, Mississippi, a distance of
about 160 miles. The drive leads in the
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direction we were headed, although
we altered the starting point a little

to check out the unusual “crossing”
we'd read about at Lula, a tiny burg off
U.S. Route 49 a couple of miles east of
Highway 1.

Anyone familiar with the blues
knows that Mississippi is famous not
only for the dozens of blues artists that
originated and played here but also for
several fabled “crossings” that appear
in song or legend. The best known is
the intersection of routes 49 and 61 in
Clarksdale, where 1930s blues prodigy
Robert Johnson, being down on his
luck, is said to have sold his soul to the

devil for wizardry on the guitar.

The Lula crossing is not shrouded
in lore but probably could tell a few
tales of its own. It's a rare perpen-
dicular junction of two rail lines, the
east-west Mobile and North Western
and the north-south Mississippi Delta.
The Mobile and North Western, now
abandoned, was built in the 1870s to
carry passengers from Lula to the river
at then-booming Trotter Landing.

Today, Trotter Landing is a ghost
town, and rusted freight cars sit idle
on both tracks. But there was a time
when Lula, now a forlorn town clearly
fallen on hard times, with fewer than
300 residents, was, like Trotter Landing,
also a “happening” place. A blues
marker on Front Street notes that,
between the 1930s and 1960s, it was
“an important center of blues activity.”

A fine home on Lake Washington, one of many oxbows
along the Mississippi’s main channel.
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Nearly 200 similar blues markers dot
the Mississippi landscape as part of the
relatively new Blues Trail, pointing out
the birthplaces of various musicians
and other blues-related sites.

Lula, the sign reads, was home to
such blues luminaries as Son House,
Sam Carr, Frank Frost and Charley
Patton, who immortalized his town
in song (“Dry Well Blues,” 1930, and
“Stone Pony Blues,” 1934).

Our quest was not particularly to
follow the Blues Trail. But seeing the
markers is almost unavoidable when
traveling through Mississippi, which,
incidentally, counts more musicians
in the Blues Hall of Fame than any
other state.

After visiting Lula, we drove 4 miles
west on Route 49 and turned south onto
Highway 1 to officially begin the scenic
drive. This is the Delta, land scoured

ROAD TRIP

A National Scenic Byway, the
Great River Road parallels the
Mississippi River for nearly 3,000
miles and passes through 10
states on its way to the Gulf
of Mexico. Our route follows
Mississippi’s Highway 1 from
Lula south to Onward, a 160-
mile stretch that traces the
history of the American South.
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GREAT RIVER ROAD

flat by Mississippi floods, with the only
“hill” in sight the grassy levee that
snakes along the river, arcing around
every bend. It's a lovely rural landscape
dotted with an occasional small town.
On our visit in mid-June, wide fields

of corn not yet in tassel shimmered
under a hot sun like sheets of emerald-
colored silk.

Half-a-dozen miles along, Moon
Lake Road turns off to the left, and
we suggest making the short side trip
that borders the 2,300-acre lake, an
old oxbow, with rows of graceful
cypress trees.

Moon Lake, separated from the
river by the levee, was the site of the
famous Civil War “back-door attack” in
early 1863. During the many months the
Union tried repeatedly to take Vicksburg
— to gain control of the entire Missis-
sippi — the Yazoo Pass Expedition, one
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The famous “crossroads” at Clarksdale
where blues legend Robert Johnson “sold
his soul” for guitar wizardry.

of the attempts, was launched. Union
forces blew up the levee, then tried to
send ironclad gunboats into the Yazoo
near Vicksburg via Moon Lake and a
series of other waterways. But low-
hanging trees delayed the boats, giving
the Confederates time to toss up Fort
Pemberton — cotton bales covered with
earth — on the Yazoo, the only fort on
the river to resist an attack by Union
forces, and the expedition collapsed.
Years later, during Prohibition, the
lake was home to one of the South’s
most famous landmarks, the Moon
Lake Club. Gambling was allowed, but
unlike speakeasies of the era that were
frequented by gangsters and thugs, this

The frequently photographed ruins of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Glen Allan. During
the Civil War, its stained-glass windows were melted down to make ammunition.




was a family destination. Playwright
Tennessee Williams was a visitor,
and the club appears in several of
his dramas.

Today, Moon Lake is popular with
fishermen, who come for some of the
best crappie fishing anywhere. Bait is
available at Bite My Worm Pitt Stop and
Restaurant, the only bait-and-tackle
shop on the lake. As RVers, Guy and |
don’t normally dine out, but sometimes
we make an exception, such as for
BMW, which we’d been told serves
great food. The recommendation was
right on. The catfish sandwiches and
homemade slaw are terrific. And if you
can afford it, calorie-wise, try the house
specialty, a deep-fried Moon Pie.

Another short side trip, to historic
Friars Point, revealed a quiet backwater
town of lovely antique homes and
enormous magnolia trees. But 80 years
ago it was a bustling center of river
commerce and a center for the blues. A
marker explains that Robert Nighthawk,
one of the foremost guitarists of the
1920s to '60s, lived here at various times,
and in a 1940 recording sang about
“going back to Friars Point down in
sweet old Dixie Land.” Nighthawk (born
Robert McCollum] and others played
local juke joints and in front of stores.

Friars Point’s historic homes
include the Robinson-Slack-Marinelli
House, the oldest house in town, built in
1850. Now called the Minie Ball House,
it still bears the marks of shelling from
Union gunboats during the Civil War.
Local historians claim it was briefly
the headquarters for Union General
Napoleon Bonaparte Buford.

The town is also home to the North
Delta Museum, its lawn adorned with
a tank, a tractor and a memorial to
American war veterans. A nearby sign
says Friars Point was the birthplace of
country singer Conway Twitty.

McKee Road runs back out to
Highway 1. The drive, which continues
south through the tiny community of
Sherard, runs between acres of golden
wheat and groves of the biggest pecan
trees you've ever seen. Land once
polka-dotted white with cotton plants
now sprouts rice, corn and soybeans,
as well as wheat.

We stopped for cold drinks in nearby
Rena Lara at Great River Road Country
Store (mailing address: Alligator, Mis-
sissippil. The store sells fuel and all
sorts of snacks, and includes a café.

Just south of town, the DeSoto
Trail turns right, and we followed it the
couple of miles through fields of giant
sunflowers and over the levee to DeSoto
Lake. A large sign notes that here on
May 8, 1541, explorer Hernando de Soto
“discovered” the Mississippi. He and his
party camped at the site, built barges
and, about six weeks later, crossed the
“rio grande.”

We continued south through
Gunnison, and on to Rosedale, the
Delta’s City of Brotherly Love. Then we
stopped in at Joe's Hot Tamale Place,
aka the White Front Café (902 Main
Street), established 50 years ago.

We drove on through Beulah, a
rural community at the east edge of
Lake Beulah and one of eight enormous
oxbow lakes between here and the end
of the route, to Benoit, where the 1956
film Baby Doll was shot. Benoit was
also the birthplace of three blues greats
— guitarist Eddie Taylor, the so-called
architect of post-World War Il Chicago
blues; James DeShay, a mainstay of the
St. Louis blues scene; and drummer
James Curtis, famed for his work on
King Biscuit Time, the longest-running
blues radio show in the country (since
1941, on KFFA in Helena, Arkansas).

South of Lamont is Winterville
Mounds State Historic Site, a prehis-
toric ceremonial center built around
1200 A.D. by Mississippians who thrived
in the area from 1000 to 1450 A.D. Many
of the original 23 platform mounds are
gone, leveled by road crews or farmers
before Winterville became a state park.
A dozen remain, among them 55-foot-
high Temple Mound. Climb the stairs
to the top for stunning views of the sur-
rounding countryside.

Greenville, the largest town on the
drive, with a population of about 34,000,
offers the 1927 Flood Museum, the
Greenville History Museum and the
Greenville Writers Exhibit at William
Alexander Percy Memorial Library.

The Writers Exhibit is interest-
ing, as the Delta “has inspired more

(Top to bottom) A canoe that rescued stranded
locals during the Great Mississippi Flood

is on display at Greenville’s 1927 Flood
Museum. Established in 1913, the Onward
Store is famous for its connection to Theodore
Roosevelt. Along Lake Washington Road,
pastoral scenes charm passing motorists.

writers (and musicians) per capita
than anywhere else.” Among the 19
Greenville-native writers featured here
are Hodding Carter, Shelby Foote and
William Alexander Percy.

You'll learn more about attorney
and poet Percy at the first-rate Flood
Museum, as he was put in charge of
flood relief (and wrote Lanterns on
the Levee about the disastrous event).
Housed in Greenville's oldest building,
a former carriage house, the museum
tells the story. The flood was one of the
worst natural disasters the country has
ever seen, with nearly 250 people dead,
750,000 displaced and 27,000 square
miles under water. When the floodwater
finally receded, “a river of humanity
flowed out of the Delta,” mostly to the
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(Above from left) Fishermen try their luck at DeSoto Lake, where famed explorer Hernando

de Soto “discovered” the Mississippi River. Sunset View Resort on Eagle Lake near Vickshurg
offers full hookups, good fishing and access to fine bird watching.

North — a migration that changed the
country. At a time when the federal
budget was $3 billion, damage from the
flood was estimated at $1 billion.

While in Greenville, we suggest
camping at (or at least visiting)
Warfield Point Park (U.S. Route 82
West). The lovely tree-statued park
on the banks of the Mississippi has
ATV trails, raised walking paths and a
38-foot observation tower. The Mighty
Mississippi Music Festival takes place
here October 2 to 4, 2015.

From the park, take Route 82 west
toward the bridge, then Highway 454
south to Highway 1 to continue the trip.
The turnoff for Leroy Percy State Park
is about 20 miles ahead (then drive east
10 miles on Highway 12]. It's the oldest
in the Mississippi state park system
and the only one that includes a wildlife

preserve, plus it offers 16 RV campsites.

Alligators living here can be observed in
their warm artesian-water home from
two observation towers.

Return to Highway 1 and continue
south 4 miles, then turn right on Roy’s
Store Road to see a stretch of the
original 144.6-mile road approved
for construction in 1916. The strip of
one-lane road that you see today and
can still be driven, from Longwood
to Chatham, was part of the original
Highway 1, connecting Greenville and
Glen Allan. Roy’s Store, at the north end
of Lake Washington, includes the tiniest
post office imaginable, sells all sorts of
camping and fishing supplies, and also
offers a campground.
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At the suggestion of Pam
Hammond, the store’s current owner
and postmaster, we drove a mile
west on Lake Washington Road to see
what's left of an unusual cotton-seed
storage house, a round building with 16
pie-shaped rooms, built in the 1920s by
then-postmaster Lawrence Stein. As we
walked to the fence around the building
for a look, five friendly donkeys came to
greet us, and an American Paint horse
with eyes the startling blue of wolfsbane
emerged from the ruins of the old gin.

From here, you can return to
Highway 1 and continue south, or follow
the Lake Washington Road east, a
parallel route that arcs along the shore
of the beautiful 5,000-acre, 9-mile-long
oxbow. We chose the lake road — it's
just a couple miles longer — for the fine
scenery of the wind-blown lake.

We passed Mount Holly, a red-brick
Italianate plantation house that in its
day was among the Delta’s finest.
According to a National Register of
Historic Places placard on the front
wall, it was built around 1856 for
an early settler’s daughter. Later, it
belonged to wealthy planter Hugh
Foote, Civil War historian Shelby
Foote’s grandfather, and, in 1927,
served as headquarters for a flood relief
committee. It was sold in 2001 to a
Texas buyer who has allowed this once-
magnificent home to fall into ruin.

Continue south through Glen Allan
(at Highway 436) to the 1852 Greenfield
Cemetery and nearby ruins of St.
John'’s, the first Episcopal church in

. WHERE TO CAMP

Leroy Percy State Park

In Hollandale, off Mississippi
Highway 12 (10 miles east of
Highway 1), the park includes 16
RV sites with water and electric-
ity, some with sewer; dumpsite
available. Bathhouse, picnic facilities,
playground, restaurant and hiking
trail. Rate is $18 to $20 per night.
662-827-5436, www.mississippi
stateparks.reserveamerica.com

Roy’s Store, Cabins and Campground
Off Highway 1 in Chatham, the
campground is located on Lake
Washington and includes 37 RV sites
with water, electricity and sewer.

Boat ramp, fish-cleaning station, and
camping and fishing supplies available
at Roy’s Store. Rate is $25 per night.
662-827-2588, www.royscabins.net

Sunset View Resort
For RVers continuing south on U.S.
Route 61 toward Vicksburg, this

park has 1,000 feet of lakefront on
4,500-acre Eagle Lake, 14.6 miles west
of Route 61 on Mississippi Highway
465. The resort includes 39 RV sites

with water, electricity and sewer.
Motel rooms, a private pier, boat ramp,
pavilion, bathhouse and playground.
Rate is $25 to $30 per night.
601-279-4723
www.visitvicksburg.com

Warfield Point Park

Off U.S. Route 82 West, this park
includes 70 RV sites with water and
electricity (five with sewer], with a
dumpsite available. A 38-foot obser-
vation tower provides stunning views
of the river and surrounding country-
side. Rate is $13 to $15 per night.
662-335-7275
www.warfieldpointpark.com



Your Truck is your life, a valued investment
you should only use quality products!

TRANSFER TANK DROP TEST

TEST PERFORMED TO DOT STANDARDS FROM 30 FEET.
BOTH TANKS FILLED TO 100 GALLON CAPACITY, WEIGHING 800LBS. .o

TITAN MILITARY GRADE POLYMER TRANSFER TANK

THE RESULTS ARE IN
AND THEY ARE VERY CLEAR
TITAN IS BETTER THAN METAL!

TITAN’s military grade

polymer Transfer Tank The metal tank

{4 Isdestroyed

& Survives!
(7 Still fluid tight - no leaks {4 Burst at the seam ITAN
£ Didn't leak or loose a drop of fluid | &4 Al the fluid was lost e g FUEL TANKS
td s tougher than metal 4 Is headed to the scrap yard

WATCH THE VIDEO AT 12 You (800) 728 4982
OR ON THE TITAN FUEL TANKS CHANNEL TITANFUELTANKS.COM

Titan Fuel Tanks, Circle 129 on Reader Service Card
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the Delta. The stained-glass windows
were removed for the lead to make
bullets during the Civil War, and
afterward the church was left open
to the elements. A tornado in 1904
furthered the destruction.

Return to Highway 436 and drive
east, crossing Highway 1, and continue
about 5 miles to the Yazoo National
Wildlife Refuge. Established in 1936,
it's the oldest such refuge in the state,
with nearly 13,000 acres of habitat for
egrets, herons, ducks and numerous
other waterfowl species. A quarter-
mile boardwalk leads to an observation
tower at Lizard Lake. Another tower at
Alligator Pond shows off the refuge’s
largest resident reptiles. If you come
at the right time of year — June — you
might see females building nests; three
months later, you can see the young
gators hatching out.

Back on Highway 1, we continued
south to Onward, the end of the line,
at U.S. Route 61. The Onward Store is
here — actually, all that's here. The

SOIPPI'S SCENIC HIGHWA

Y |

cavernous store, new in 1913 when this
was a thriving town, is liberally adorned
with stuffed teddy bears, displayed
among its many other wares. At the
back, a restaurant, whose specialty is
hot tamales, looks out over wide fields
of cotton and soybeans.

Asked about the numerous teddy
bears, the store’s manager, Linda
Agee, explains that in 1902 President
Theodore Roosevelt came on a bear
hunt to the area with several friends.
After three days, everyone had shot a
bear except the disgruntled president.

“His guide, Holt Collier, went into
the woods and found a sick old bear,
knocked it out and tied it to a tree for
him to shoot,” Agee said. “But, so the
story goes, Roosevelt said it wasn't
sporting and refused to take the shot.”

Cartoonist Clifford Berryman
heard the tale and drew a caricature of
Roosevelt, shotgun in hand, threatening
a cowering baby bear, Agee said. “The
cartoon went viral, we'd say today,” she
continued with a smile. “New York shop

[FYOU GO

Highway 465 is a lovely drive along
Albemarle and Eagle lakes. But as
the road north of Sunset View Resort
runs for a stretch along the levee, we
recommend not bringing a fifth-wheel
or trailer. We also recommend not
bringing it when visiting DeSoto Lake.

We often leave our fifth-wheel parked
in camp while we drive scenic routes
where turning around might be difficult.

For More Information

Mississippi Development Authority/
Tourism Division

601-359-3449, www.visitmississippi.org

Mississippi’s Great River Road
www.msgreatriverroad.com

owner Morris Michtom heard about

it and contacted the White House for
permission to name the stuffed bears
in his display window for the president.”
Permission was given — and thus was
born the “teddy” bear. ®

Order Now & Save!

The largest collection of new RV mode@s in the marketplace — all in one handy volume
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A MARK OF PASSION

Exploring the world. Dreaming of new places. Waking up to the most
epic sunrises. Discovering it all with your loved ones. That’s your passion.
Right?

Our passion is creating the world’s best propane cylinders, so you can
fully enjoy your passion. Viking Cylinders are the modern, lightweight
alternative to traditional steel propane tanks. Our corrosion-free and
translucent design means no rust rings, plus you see exactly how
much propane is available. Viking Cylinders are the perfect choice for
the RV owner. With more than 9 million cylinders in use worldwide you
can be sure it’s the safest way to enjoy your passion.

WHAT LIGHTS YOUR FIRE? www.vikingcylinders.com/rv

Viking Cylinders is a registered trademark of Hexagon Ragasco AS.

cylinders

Viking Cylinders by Hexagon Ragasco, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card
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Roughing It

The Nash 22H and Chevy Tahoe LT not only make
extended dry camping possible, but also enjoyable

days, getting away from it all has a different meaning than it once did. Where

primitive camping used to be the only choice in many areas, now we can be spoiled
by full hookups and a variety of amenities, depending on where we choose to stay.
While this kind of convenience is great for a lot of RVers, the side effect is that most
travel trailers are no longer really designed for extended use in remote areas. They
usually have only one battery, which goes dead after one or two days, and they don’t
come with, or even offer, a generator in most instances. And since they usually
spend their time on the road and on smooth, level campsites, their suspension and
chassis aren’t designed for roughing it, either. As a result, many RVers must invest in

I t goes without saying that trailers are designed for the great outdoors, but these

some expensive upgrades to make a trailer suitable for use off the beaten path.

It's for these reasons that the Nash
22H from Northwood Manufacturing is
such a pleasant surprise. At less than
25 feet in total length, it's small enough
to go most anyplace and has all the
comforts of home. But that's where the
similarities between it and other small
travel trailers end.

For one thing, Northwood Manufac-
turing prides itself on building its own
chassis, which is independently certi-

The Nash 22H and Chevy Tahoe make a
handsome pairing. A front rock guard
protects the trailer’s finish but can be
blinding in the sun. _ 3.

fied and designed to handle the rough
stuff. It comes standard with a 20-watt
solar panel that, while not capable of
fully charging one or more batteries,
does provide enough power to provide
a trickle charge. For those that want
more power, it's also prepped for a gen-
erator. And in keeping with its off-grid
theme, the 22H comes with a 10-gallon
DS| water heater (instead of the usual
six gallons) plus holding tanks that are

-
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large for a trailer this size: 40 gallons of
freshwater, 42 gallons of gray water and
35 gallons of black water. Additionally,
you can equip the trailer with a 2.5-kilo-
watt LP-gas generator, a 60- or 100-
watt solar panel, heated and enclosed
holding tanks, a cargo carrier and other
hardcore gear.

The 22H has a claimed dry weight
of 4,118 pounds and a Gvwr of 7,000
pounds, which made it a good match
for Chevy's new Tahoe SUV, which can
tow up to 8,600 pounds with the optional
3.42:1 rear axle ratio. Equipped as it
was with a standard 3.08 rear axle and
2WD, the test Tahoe was rated to tow
up to 6,600 pounds, which was perfectly
adequate for our testing purposes.
Obviously, a four-wheel-drive model
with the lower rear axle ratio would
have been a more appropriate pair-
ing for a rough-and-ready trailer like
the 22H, but Chevy's test-fleet size is
limited. And besides, the Tahoe is simi-
lar in spirit to the 22H in that it is also
designed for heavy-duty use, being one
of the few SUVs on the market that still
uses body-on-frame construction.

Thankfully, rugged intentions on the
part of the Tahoe and the Nash didn't
translate into sacrifice or discomfort.
The Tahoe in its LT trim comes equipped
with standard leather-appointed and




article by Chris Hemer photos by Scott Hirko

heated front seats with memory set-
tings, power adjustable pedals, tilt/
telescoping steering wheel, tri-zone
automatic climate control, Bose pre-
mium audio and an array of “connectiv-
ity features.” These include a 4G LTE
hot spot with a 3-gigabyte, three-month
data trial and a six-month subscription
to OnStar featuring turn-by-turn navi-
gation, automatic crash response and
other features.

Thusly equipped, the Tahoe LT car-
ries a sticker price of $50,045 — but the
test unit was also optioned up with the
Luxury Package ($2,940), which adds
a lot of things you probably don’t need
but are nice to have. These include a so-
called passive entry system with remote
start, heated second-row seats, heated
steering wheel with power tilt/telescop-
ing function, a power-folding third row
and a hands-free lift gate.

The latter two features really help
when packing; simply push a button
on the key fob twice, and the lift gate
rises smoothly and quickly. Once open,
there’s no trickery involved in folding
the third-row seats — you push a but-
ton in the cargo area, and they fold flat
effortlessly. Just keep in mind that if
your family is large enough to occupy
all three rows, there isn’'t much space
behind the rearmost seat back to store
more than a few grocery bags. You'll
need to invest in a roof pod.

The Luxury Package also comes
with several safety features, which got
mixed reviews. We like Blind Spot Moni-
toring so much that we think it should
come standard in all vehicles, particu-
larly large, high-riding ones. And the
Rear Cross Traffic Alert and Front/Rear

(Above from left) The kitchen has plenty of cabinet storage and usable countertop space with
a small extension. The nearly queen-size front bed features storage underneath, cabinets
above, and a long cabinet and two drawers on the side.

Park Assist come in handy when trying
to park a large vehicle like this one in
densely populated strip mall parking
lots. Some members of our family liked
the Lane Departure Alert feature that
sounds when you stray from your lane,
and the Forward Collision Alert, which
screeches when cars in front of you stop
suddenly. Given the number of people
who prefer texting to driving, the lat-
ter two are probably good features for
many, especially other motorists.

The Tahoe is remarkably quiet and
smooth, almost to a fault. The 5.3-liter
V-8 runs like a sewing machine — in
fact, the loudest sound emanating from
the Tahoe at idle was the accessory
drive system, which made little more
than a soft ticking sound. We may be
among the minority, but we miss the
V-8 burble at idle — and even during
passing, the engine’s sound is muted.
Power is good, whether towing or solo,

but we could definitely see how much it
could be improved with the 3.42 gear;
the 3.08 gear made the Tahoe feel lazy,
and downshifts were sluggish. We found
it best to put the six-speed transmission
in manual mode and do the shifting for
ourselves, especially on winding moun-
tain roads.

Ride quality is probably what you'd
expect from a large SUV, which is to say
that it's pillowy soft even when driving
solo. When towing, the tail bobbed oc-
casionally as the suspension coped with
undulating pavement, but was otherwise
comfortable. Obviously, this is no sports
car, but the handling was predictable and
the steering felt responsive, even if it was
a bit over-boosted for our tastes. The
brakes also felt plenty adequate to help
slow the weight of the trailer.

Since the intent of the 22H is dry
camping, that’s exactly what we did,
spending some quality time in the Los

NORTHWOOD MANUFACTURING
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Padres National Forest area of Southern
California. The trailer tows easily, and
its smaller side wall area doesn’t cause
much tail wagging for the tow vehicle in
light crosswinds. We appreciate the in-
tent of the aluminum rock guard on the
front of the trailer, as this standard fea-
ture will certainly prevent damage when
traveling down gravel roads. However,
we wish that it went only as high as the
lower third of the trailer. Extended as it
was to the same height as the rear win-
dow of the Tahoe, the rock guard’s shiny
surface could be blinding when looking
in the side- and rearview mirrors.

Once we arrived at our destination,
we were ready to enjoy the surround-
ings in minutes, thanks to the manual
stabilizing jacks and a power Carefree
awning. Unpacking was a little cum-
bersome, however, as the two exterior
storage compartments have doors on
the driver’s side only. That's not a prob-
lem when packing, but when setting
up camp, you have to walk around the
trailer to put things like a table, chairs or
a barbecue on the entry side. The com-
partments go all the way to the curbside
wall, so it seems strange that they don't
just go all the way through. They are,
however, both accessible from the inside
of the trailer by lifting up the bed or the
jackknife sofa, the former offering gas
struts to make lifting a lot easier.

Though we imagine this trailer
being used by a couple of sportsmen
or a small family, the sleeping ac-
commodations and aforementioned
tank capacities suggest that four to six
people could actually camp comfort-
ably. The forward bed, while not quite

2015 CHEVROLET TAHOE LT

Fuel Economy, Solo

Towing
Engine
Horsepower
Torque
Transmission

Axle ratio

Fuel Cap.

Tires

Suspension, Front

Suspension, Rear

Brakes

Tow Rating
GVWR

GCWR

Weight, as tested
Length
Wheelbase
MSRP, base
MSRP, as tested
Basic Warranty

19.9 mpg

11.47 mpg
5.3-liter V-8

355 at 5,600 rpm
383 at 4,100 rpm

6-speed automatic with
manual shift mode

3.08:1
26 gal.
P275/55R20

Independent
coil-over shock

Solid axle with
coil springs

4-wheel disc with ABS
6,600 Lbs.

7,100 lbs.

12,000 lbs.

5,440 lbs.

17

116"

$50,045

$56,375

3 years / 36,000 miles

NORTHWOOD NASH 22H

Exterior Length
Exterior Width
Exterior Height
Interior Width

an RV queen at 54 x 742 inches, was
supportive, and there is a good amount
of storage space, courtesy of the over-
head cabinets and a long cabinet for
folded clothes with two small drawers
underneath. Just aft of the bed is the
jackknife sofa, which converts quickly
and easily to a small bed for an adult

Interior Height 66"

Construction One-piece continuous
fiberglass, hot polyurethane laminated, multi-
layered substrate walls; wood framing, plywood
floor/roof decking, roof truss system; R-14
ceiling, R-15 reflective-foil insulation in roof

Freshwater Cap. 40 gal.
Gray-Water Cap. 42 gal.
Black-Water Cap. 35 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 14 gal.
Water-Heater Cap. 10 gal.
Refrigerator 6 cu. ft.
Furnace 25,000 Btu
13,500 Btu

60 amp

Dealer supplied
ST205/75R15
Equa-Flex

Air Conditioner
Converter
Battery

Tires
Suspension

Weight (water and propane full,
no supplies)

Hitch Weight

Axle Weight

GVWR

GAWR (2)

Cargo Carrying Cap.
MSRP, base

MSRP, as tested
Basic Warranty

5,500 lbs.
660 Lbs.
4,840 lbs.
7,000 Lbs.
3,500 lbs.
1,500 lbs.
$21,083
$26,695
1year

Northwood Manufacturing
800-766-6274, www.northwoodmfg.com
Circle 134 on Reader Service Card

or two children. And the dinette, which
seats four, converts into a bed using a
mechanism whereby the front support
leg is folded and the table pivots down
into place. It's not only fast and easy to
set up, but it is a lot more stable than a
traditional push-in post arrangement.
The opposing kitchen offers ad-

PHOTO BY CHRIS HEMER
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a New Winnebago
Adventurer Motorhome §

or -

! aQuarter ofa Million Dollars in Cash! |

Tickets Only
$100.00 Each

[ No More Than 7,500 |}
The bathroom has a large wardrobe for ] / ¥

hanging clothes, plus a good-size sink vanity
and a mirrored cabinet above.

Drawing Will Be
August 31st, 2015 45

equate counter space for simple meal
prep, and if you need more room to
spread out, there is a small countertop
extension. The plastic sink is topped
off with a plastic faucet that mimics
brushed nickel, and a plastic sink cover
doubles as a cutting board. Directly
below the sink’s edge is a cubbie for
small items like a brush and sponge,
and below that, a large cabinet with a
single shelf that can serve as a pan-
try. Three drawers below and large
cabinets above offer more than enough
storage space, and there’s additional
cabinetry above the dinette. Toward the
rear is a three-burner stove with an
oven, and a microwave above. Slots in

thg counter behind the stove provide QUAL’TY RV AWN’NG
knife storage. All the way to the rear of FABRICS & ACCESSORIES

the living space is a 6-cubic-foot refrig-
erator with a wood front that matches AT UNBEATABLE PRICES!

the rest of the cabinetry.

Innovations Housing, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card

Livability of this trailer overall is AWNING FABRICS
pretty good, considering its compact
dimensions. Although we could not AWNING ACCESSORIES
watch TV because this particular unit
was not so equipped (a 19-inch, 12-volt SLIDE-OUT FABRICS
DC-compatible TV is optional], we were ﬂ
able to listen to the AM/FM/DVD player -\ = SUN-SHADES
with Bluetooth compatibility and four AWNING MISTING
speakers. Sound was a bit on the tinny
side, but it was decent enough so that AWNING LED LIGHTS

no speakers are required outside to

hear the music clearly. (574) 584_345’
When it was time to turn in for the 5 i
evening, we discovered a couple of things : ; www.RVAwningsMart.com

RVawningsmart, Circle 102 on Reader Service Card

that we'd like to see changed. First, while
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16K Stationary Hitch

21K Ultra Slide Hitch

www.towdemco.com

Dethmers Manufacturing, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card
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The Tahoe LT comes standard with Chevy’s MyLink multlmedla system, which includes an
8-inch-diagonal touch screen with navigation, entertainment, contacts, apps and a three-
month subscription to SiriusXM satellite radio. It also offers Bluetooth phone connectivity

and wireless music streaming.

we understand that miniblinds are the
most cost-effective way to cover win-
dows, they take a beating over rougher
roads and get crooked, bent, etc.
Northwood tells us fabric shades are
optional and will be standard for 2016.
We're also not fans of furnace registers
that are in the middle of the living area
floor, but this may be necessitated by
the huge holding tanks that don't leave
a lot of other routing options.

All the way to the rear is the bath-
room, which is quite spacious for a
trailer this size. For the most part,
it is well executed with a large, mir-
rored wardrobe for hanging clothes,

a toilet with a hand flush, and a large
lavatory with storage underneath and
a mirrored medicine cabinet above.

However, the bath area is also where

The Tahoe features standalone opt
aluminum wheels ($1,400) and White Diamond tricoat paint [$995]

we found a few problems. The shower
hose broke immediately, the enclosure
was pulling away from the wall, and
the door handle came off on the first
day of use. In fairness, Northwood
rushed this unit out to us, so a post-
delivery inspection (PDI) had not been
performed prior to delivery.

Small complaints aside, the Nash
22H really is a unique trailer. It of-
fers standard features and options
normally found in much larger, more
expensive trailers yet remains light-
weight and maneuverable enough for
most full-size SUVs and half-ton pick-
ups to tow easily. If you're shopping
for a budget-friendly go-anywhere
trailer, your list of possible candidates
is likely short — and the 22H should
be onit. &
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5 POINTS
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gas gift cards, PLUS MUCH MORE!

3 POINTS AUTOPAY for when you're on the road

at private campgrounds across the U.S. and Canada
1POINT 30 EXTRA DAYS FOR RETURNS
on Camping World purchases made
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WALK-THROUGH: : B-Z DUBANGO 2500

s with any modern vehicle or

RV, current trends and waves

of popularity dictate design and
standards. One of the more recent
elements in floorplan design is the
placement of the kitchen/living room
combination at the rear of the trailer.
Many manufacturers have been able
to use this layout to make dramatic
gains in space, storage and comfort.
The engineers and designers at K-Z
RV have recognized these benefits and
used their new admiration for a rear-
kitchen layout to develop the Durango
2500 D315RKD fifth-wheel; for brevity,
we’ll just call it the Durango 315.

The groundwork for the Durango
315 is a heavy-duty steel I-beam
frame. To aid in absorbing roadway
roughness, K-Z opted for the Equa-
Flex rubberized equalizer to tie in the
leaf springs that are attached to Dex-
ter axles with Nev-R-Adjust brakes
that have a forward self-adjusting
feature. Mounted to the axles are 16-
inch, eight-lug heavy-duty aluminum
wheels wrapped with E-rated radial

44 TRAILERLIFE June 2015

tires. Pulling everything together is the
optional Rota-Flex rubberized pin box.

Starting from the very bottom
of the frame and working up, the
Durango 315 is loaded with features
like an optional four-point, automatic
leveling system and a completely
covered, insulated and heated under-
belly, which encapsulates the holding
tanks and plumbing system. Every
linear inch of the plumbing routing is
well thought-out; precautions were
made to ensure the water lines, gray-
water piping and low-point drains
are all above the insulation and not
exposed to the elements. Further
isolating occupants from the cold is
an All Weather Insulation Package,
where the roof, floor, end caps and
tanks are upgraded to an R38 value
with a significant R11 rating in the
walls. Residential heat registers in
the floor complete the task of keeping
the cold at bay.

Resting on the %/s-inch tongue-
and-groove, glued and screwed floor
decking are 3-inch aluminum framed

TOUR AN N |
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article by Kevin Livingston

Two recliners and an opposing couch
provide plenty of seating to enjoy the
fireplace and entertainment center.

side walls, which have been carefully
wrapped using glossy finished fiber-
glass exterior wall segments with an
integrated lauan backing. To offer
extra interior cabinet support, the
walls have been laminated with the
addition of metal backing strips.

Outside, the smooth flowing outly-
ing edges of the body will lead you to a
slew of nicely proportioned compart-
ments, some offering pass-through
accessibility and all trimmed with
bus-type slam-latch doors, using dual
locks on the basement. Other creature
comforts include a 20-foot Carefree
electric awning with LED lighting, out-
side speakers with TV prewire, and a
cleanly arranged central convenience
center with heated and enclosed dump
valves — all part of the standard equip-
ment package. Clearly, K-Z's intent is
to set up the Durango 315 to provide
serious livability with an assortment of
exterior compartments, one of which
is available with a prewire and/or Onan
5,500-watt LP-gas generator.

Moving aboard, the interior quickly
exudes true coziness, due largely to
the cabin-inspired wooded tones car-
ried throughout the living room/kitchen

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURER




area and the optional fireplace with remote. Encasing the faux
brick-housed fireplace is an entertainment center featuring

a 39-inch LED TV and DVD/radio entertainment system, with
Bluetooth capability, tied to four living room speakers.

The large living room slideout has been attractively ap-
pointed with an appropriate selection of furniture for dining
and seating, including an optional freestanding dining table
with chairs and two leather recliners. The furniture provides
the right level and look of luxury, but the recliners are not
ideally situated for viewing the TV.

The décor theme continues on the opposing side of the
fifth-wheel with a very comfy deluxe residential-style sec-
tional sofa bed. Topping off the living room is the collection
of overhead cabinetry detailed with color-coordinated trim,
molding and accents.

Following the upper cabinet edges leads straight to the
wide-open and user-friendly rear kitchen complex. Working
from the plethora of overhead and under-counter cabinet
storage, which has been laid out in a U shape, the workspace
and cookware storage availability are more than ample and
easily accessible. The uniquely shaped lower kitchen cabi-
nets have been topped with a solid-surface counter, large
residential stainless-steel sinks and a 22-inch high-output
oven/stove, complemented by a wraparound faux-tile back-
splash. At the end of the counter/cabinets resides the stan-
dard 8-cubic-foot refrigerator and a handy pantry.

One of the key benefits of this kitchen/living room place-
ment is the ability to view and hear everything going on,
whether it's interacting with guests or using the entertain-
ment system.

The front section, in true fifth-wheel fashion, is a bed-
room graced with an optional king-size Cotton Cloud memory
foam mattress that's positioned in the second slideout.
Among the bedroom options are the additional 13,500-Btu
air conditioner and a 32-inch LED TV above the dresser at the
foot of the bed, which is prewired for those who prefer to in-
stall their own TV. There’s also prewiring and preparation for
a washer and dryer inside the nearly full-width and -length

The rear kitchen complex puts all of the galley amenities within
easy reach of the cook. Solid-surface countertops and surrounding
cabinets and drawers make it simple to organize the kitchen and
comfortable to access the storage areas.

front-wall wardrobe. The bedroom is simple yet spacious.

In the landing area between the bedroom and entryway is
the bathroom. Not much out of the ordinary for this configu-
ration, but there is a large linen closet lighted by LEDs beside
the one-piece fiberglass shower/tub that’s sealed behind
glass doors. A porcelain toilet sits across from the sink van-
ity. Again, the area is simple, spacious and effective.

Controlling the climate inside the Durango 315 is a fully
ducted 15,000-Btu air conditioner, along with a 35,000-Btu
furnace. Some of the amenities include the optional central
vacuum system, Maxxair fans with wall controls and the ex-
terior entertainment center, complete with a mini-fridge.

There truly isn't much to be desired on the Durango 315
that wasn’t already thought about or covered. This fifth-wheel
comes standard with just about anything wanted or needed to
pull off most RV trips and can even be considered for budget-
minded full timing. There is a substantial option list, but with
a suggested retail price south of $50,000, there’s room for a
number of options that personalize this fifth-wheel for spe-
cific needs — without breaking the bank. &

Exterior Length 34" 6" [D %

A 0 . J -, [ I I PASS-THROUGH STORAGE
Exterior Width 8 O | Uy u v -[DD
Interior Height 78" OPTIONAL BECUMERE - i

TABLE/CHAIRS 60" x 80"

Exterior Height 12'8"  |RRator sm%ﬁ? { | (oPTIONALKiNG)
Freshwater Cap. 67 gal. ﬂ 1
Black-/Gray-water Cap. 57 gal./ 97 gal. o — -
LP-gas Cap. 14 gal. R ! o i
uvw 9,910 lbs. E—— - i Y\
Hitch Weight 1,880 Lbs. 52 NREFRIGERATOR TR
GVWR 12,500 lbs.
MSRP, base $49,728  KZRV, 866-472- 5460, www.kz-rv.com/durango Circle 135 on Reader Service Card.
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GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

L

Everywhere you go, Gnn Sam

Roadside Assistance sticks with you.

Plans start
at just

§79%

» Coverage for your spouse & dependent children at no extra cost
« Unlimited distance towing to the nearest service center

« Coverage for your RV, cars, vans, trucks, SUVs, and motorcycles

« Flat tire service, fuel delivery, and battery jumpstarts

» Dispatch of a mobile mechanic for minor RV repairs

e And much more!

CALL OR CLICK TO JOIN!
=
GoodSamRoadside.ccom  Br:h:iLyZ R RN L GOOd sam

Roadside Assistance

*Introductory rate for Good Sam members who are first time buyers. Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and
by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochures, which can be found at
goodsamroadside.com/mbbs. GRA36435 - 1214



article by Bill and Jenn Gehr photos by Bob Livingston

3 Vent, under the
E“I GIE auspices of Atwood Mobile Products

[now part of Dometic), has introduced

the flagship model 7350 vent that
comes with all the bells and whistles,
taking the company’s 30 years of
experience building ventilators to

the next level. The core of its top fan

Installing strategically located Fan-Tastic vents keeps the system is a 12-volt DC, 10-inch rotary
air moving and mterlor temperatures regulated, while the fan that will create balanced airflow
remote-control operation provides added versatility for maximum air exchange. Fresh,

clean air can be pulled in or hot air
pushed out in only minutes. Smoke

roof vent to an RV is like jelly the outside, you'll be lucky if even a and odors from cooking can also be
A to peanut butter. AlL RVs have small amount of heat will actually removed almost instantly. The new

at least one 14- x 14-inch escape the cabin space. fans are capable of moving nearly
roof vent, and many have multiple Roof vents fitted with a generic- 1,000 cubic feet of air per minute.
vents. While these basic vents can type fan help somewhat, but for the Fan-Tastic Vent offers five models
be opened to admit fresh air, they do most part they move little air and to choose from, and all feature an
little to remove warm air (except by can be noisy. On the other hand, a incredibly durable Lexan lid and a
convection), let alone improve air cir- Fan-Tastic Vent, one of the most sealed motor that’s proven reliable
culation. With little or no breeze from respected names in rooftop ventila- during many years of service.
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EFFICIENT

(1) The installation process starts with the [ 1 |
removal of the existing roof vent shroud. (2)
This original vent opening was prewired from
the factory. Leads are tested for polarity and
marked. (3) Up on the roof, sealant from the
original roof vent is removed from the screw
heads. (4) A screw gun is used to remove the
original screws; be prepared to deal with
messy sealant, especially if the RV is new.

Fan-Tastic Vent model 7350 is
almost completely automatic and
comes with an infrared remote that
allows the user to “customize” the
operation by selecting fan speed
or temperature to assure optimal
interior comfort. There are 14 fan
speeds, one of which is a whisper-
quiet mode. The remote can be set
for an automatic variable speed that’s
tied into a thermostat. In this case,
the fan will come on and go off as
necessary to control the preset
interior temperature.

A must-have feature in the
model 7350 is the rain sensor. It
takes the worry out of leaving the
vent open during a rain event while
the RV is unattended. When the rain
sensor detects moisture, the vent lid
closes automatically. Once the sensor
dries out, the smart fan reopens to

(5) Old sealant is scraped away from the original roof vent frame; be careful not to puncture the rubber membrane. (6) A scraping tool is used to
release the factory roof vent from the roof. Take time to do it right and prevent damage to the rubber roof, which will likely lift up during the process.

5 | < '
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(7) The original roof vent is lifted off the roof. In this case the sealant was pretty fresh, so it was messy to work with. (8) A scraping tool is used to

remove excess sealant from the rubber membrane surrounding the hole in the roof. Go slowly and use caution to prevent cutting the membrane.

continue circulating air.

Best of all, the Fan-Tastic Vent
fits in a standard 14- x 14-inch roof
opening, and the installation is
further simplified by having to hook
up only two power leads (positive and
negative). If power is not nearby, the
installation will take more time, but
normally it can be accomplished in
about an hour and 15 minutes, using
basic hand tools.

The hardest part of the job is
removing the sealant from around the
existing roof vent, pulling the screws
(which will undoubtedly be gooey) and
carefully prying the old frame off the
roof. Use caution not to damage the
roof while removing the sealant and
releasing the lip of the existing roof
vent, especially if the roof has a
rubber membrane.

Once the area around the roof
vent hole is cleaned up, it’s just a
matter of installing the Fan-Tastic
Vent using the supplied gasket and lap
sealer designed for the specific roof
surface. You can save yourself a lot of
trouble by making sure the frame and
shroud fit properly from the inside and
confirming that the fan works before
screwing the frame to the roof and
applying the lap sealer.

The installation process was
uneventful, except for positioning
the shroud. The standard shroud is
too short for a thicker roof. A longer
shroud is available and can easily be
trimmed using metal shears.

(9) A foam gasket is applied to the Fan-Tastic Vent before it is positioned (10) into the hole
in the roof. No other sealant is needed on the gasket surface. (11) Once it has been es-
tablished that the fit is correct (from the inside) and the shroud slides into place without
restriction, it’s time to attach the new vent to the roof using the supplied screws. (12) Lap
sealer is applied around the edges of the Fan-Tastic Vent frame and on the screw heads.
Lap sealer fills voids as it spreads. It takes a little practice to apply the right amount of
sealer; in most cases, more is not better.
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The final step in the process is programming the
remote, which is user-friendly. A bracket for the remote
can be mounted on the wall for easy access. Just
remember that the remote has an infrared signal, so

line-of-sight is important.

Fan-Tastic Vent products are made in the USA. Model
7350 has a varied price range, depending on where you
shop, but can be found between $249 and $325. ®

Fan-Tastic Vent
800-521-0298, www.fantasticvent.com

(13) Once the sealer is applied up top, the next steps are done
inside. Wires are carefully routed between the Fan-Tastic Vent

and the roof frame. (14) Butt connectors are used to splice the
power leads. It’s best to trim the wires so they can be routed neatly
into a nearby opening in the roof structure. (15) A new shroud is
positioned to finish off the installation. Thicker roofs will require
the optional longer shroud that can be trimmed to fit. (16) The
bracket that holds the remote control can be mounted to the

wall. (17) Silicone is applied to the vent lid seal to prevent sticking

down the road.

There are many Fan-Tastic Vents in
service today, and many of those units
are basic models with a three-speed
fan and manual controls. For those
who would like to upgrade an existing
Fan-Tastic Vent to benefit from the
features of the top-of-the-line 7350
model, a kit is readily available. The
upgrade kit takes advantage of the
infrared remote, which is not only
convenient but a great benefit for
controlling vents that are installed in
RVs with high ceilings — eliminating
the need to climb on a stool or chair to
reach the controls. The cost difference
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between a new unit and an upgrade
kit can be substantial; the upgrade kit
sells for around $200.

Installation time on the upgrade
kit will run about 45 minutes; tools
needed for installation include a
Phillips screwdriver or a cordless
drill with a Phillips bit, a putty knife,
wire strippers, a wire crimper and
an optional ¥s-inch drill bit. It's just a
matter of removing the inside ceiling
trim and frame and lifting out the
motor and screen assembly. Just
make sure to mark the positive and
negative wires before cutting. Specific

instructions for wiring the upgrade
parts are provided.

Before installing the upgrade
kit, the black jumper will have to be
set on the circuit board and the pins
selected to match the style and model
of the existing 12-volt DC motor.
After connecting the wires, the motor
should be tested before installing the
inside trim. Use caution not to pinch
any of the wires that may hang below
the upgrade assembly.

All that is left to do is program the
remote and enjoy the benefits of the
model 7350 Fan-Tastic Vent.
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tos by BalLivingston

truck bed makes a good place
A to store stuff relevant to RV

travel, but organization of the
items is usually problematic, especially
if the middle section is devoted to a
fifth-wheel hitch. Plastic containers and
bags can help alleviate that disheveled
look, but stored items are still exposed
to the elements — and thieves. People
who use their trucks for work purposes
have relied on toolboxes for a long time,
and Highway Products, a company that
has made an art form of building these
storage systems, offers a product that's
aimed directly at fifth-wheel owners.

The 5th Wheel Tool Box is not just

a box that you bolt in the back of the
bed and call it good; it’s a critically
engineered piece of equipment that's
designed to use limited space efficiently
and not interfere with the truck’s fifth
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wheel when making sharp turns. It
fits right against the front of the bed
(against the cab), and there’s a notch in
the backside of the box that allows the
lid to open with just about no clearance
between the bed and box. This fifth-wheel-
friendly toolbox also mounts flush with
the top of the bed rails, making it look
like it's an integral part of the bed.
Considering that valuable tools and
equipment will likely be stored in the
toolbox, owners will require strength
and durability. This is where Highway
Products really shines. Its boxes are
constructed from ¥s-inch marine-grade
aluminum with a diamond-plate finish,
and they are stout. This is the same
grade aluminum used by the boating
and aircraft industries and the military.
The lid is strong enough to stand
on, and overall, the side walls of the

Highway Products’ 5t
takes advantage of open truck-bed
space to organize and protect supplies

toolbox can take a lot of punishment. A
one-piece piano hinge is used on the lid,
and strong gas shocks assist in opening
and stabilizing the lid. Opening and
closing is an easy one-hand operation.

In addition to rugged construction,
each toolbox is fitted with a stainless-
steel T-grip lock that drives a ¥4-inch
mechanism that pulls the lid down
tight. A key lock immobilizes the T-grip
handle for maximum security.

An automotive-type rubber seal is
used to make the interior watertight,
and the aluminum material is naturally
resistant to corrosion. Items stored
inside remain dry and safe at all times,
regardless of the weather. Another
added bonus is a rope hook welded
to each end of the box. These hooks,
welded from the inside so they look
nice, offer great points for padlocking
cable that's used to secure loose items,
like a ladder, in the bed.

(1) The 5th Wheel Tool Box is measured for
centering between the bed rails. (2) The floor
of the box and the truck bed are drilled to
accept the fasteners. (3) Self-tapping screws
are provided, but we elected to use nuts and
bolts. Use caution not to hit the fuel tank or
wiring when drilling through the truck bed.



While we opted for the conventional
silver diamond-plate finish, the company
offers a number of other styles to suit
individual tastes. The toolbox also comes
in two depths: 24 and 30 inches. We
chose the 24-inch model because it
gave us more room between the hitch
and toolbox, and measuring 61 x 19%
inches (across the back and height), it
offers a lot of space for supplies. If you're
a packrat, you'll likely go for the bigger
box (if you have the room), but in both
cases an aluminum tool tray is provided
for easy access to frequently used items.
The tray slides side-to-side, and the only
caution here is to make sure it doesn’t

interfere with the locking mechanism
before closing the lid. There’s also a rack

RV Collection Mattresses
e Lightweight

e Made in America

e Variety of sizes made to perfectly fit your RV

* Promote a healthy and restful sleep experience

e Supportive plant-based foams and other natural materials

Quality Features & @ @

e Mechanically tested for long-term durability

e Ships compressed and rolled for easy installation

e Fire prevention regulations met with natural materials
e Made using ultra-efficient manufacturing

(4) The bolt heads are stabilized while a helper tightens the nuts under the truck bed. (5) The
T-handle is twisted to open and close the lid; the mechanism draws the lid tight and has a key
lock. (6) Rope hooks make perfect points for cable-locking loose items in the bed. (7) A sliding

tray provides instant access to frequently used items.

built into the back of the toolbox that we
found handy for a few tools.

Installing the box is a pretty simple
affair, but it does take two people to set
itin the bed. The company provides self-
tapping screws with large washers for
mounting into the floor of the bed, but
we elected to drill holes and use larger
bolts and nuts to satisfy our compulsion
to overbuild.

Having this toolbox takes a lot of
pressure off the storage areas in the
fifth-wheel and provides great access

DENVER MATTRESS

to tools and equipment. Once it's in
use, you'll wonder how you ever did
without a toolbox.

Highway Products is a family-
owned business in southern Oregon
with a competent staff that will provide
technical guidance when ordering a
toolbox. Made in the USA and protected
by a lifetime warranty, the 5th Wheel Tool
Box we mounted has a $999.95 MSRP. &

Highway Products
800-866-5269, www.highwayproducts.com

-

www.DMRVCollection.com

Bedding Accessories
e Luxurious and durable for lasting comfort
e Hypoallergenic polyester down-alternative fill pillows
e Ultra-plush mattress pads

RV COLLECTION

e Sateen, Microfiber and Adjustable sheet sets available
e Machine washable and available in a variety of sizes
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etting hitched is one thing, but
G keeping hitched is another. Fifth-

wheel hitches have improved
immensely during the past 15 years,
making dramatic advances in function-
ality as well as aesthetic design. Locking
jaw mechanisms have evolved as load-
bearing capacities have risen. Hitch
mounting systems, also known as frame
brackets, have been greatly improved
to work (and mount) more efficiently
with modern truck frames, and towing
capacities have increased to handle the
heavy weights. Along with these im-
provements comes the need for regular
maintenance and visual inspections.

article by Bill and Jenn Gehr photos by Jenn Geh

——
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All fifth-wheel hitch owner’s
manuals contain vital information on
specific maintenance requirements,
but in too many cases the hitch is still
overlooked. More often than not, these
important guidelines are misplaced or
lost within the first year of acquisition.
Thankfully, lost manuals can usually be
found on the support pages of the hitch
manufacturers’ websites.

Fortunately, all it takes is a short
amount of time and a little effort to
keep your fifth-wheel hitch in tip-top
condition. Key maintenance factors
include proper lubrication and regular
inspections. The owner’s manual will

Fifth-wheel hitch manufacturers have specific requirements for lubricating moving parts.
In most cases, WD-40 (shown) or white lithium grease is used to lubricate the mechanism

that locks in the kingpin.

does not bind when installing onto the crossmember.

STAYING HITCHED

REGULAR INSPECTIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF A FIFTH-WHEEL HITCH
AND KINGPIN COMPONENTS MAKE FOR MILES OF SAFE TOWING

Be sure that the fifth-wheel plate assembly

direct you to the recommended types of
lubrication suitable for your fifth-wheel
hitch as well as the suggested wear
points that will need lubricating. The
more common products for lubrication
are white lithium grease and WD-40.
WD-40 is an extremely thin spray-in
oil that should be used only per a hitch
manufacturer’s specific recommenda-
tion. Another excellent alternative is a

/ 3 OESERIES
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(A) Most manufacturers recommend using white
lithium grease where the crossmember rests in
the rocker-arm assembly. (B) Remove the pivot
bolt from the rocker-arm assembly annually and
lubricate with white lithium grease. (C) While
gooseneck adapters may seem convenient, many
manufacturers do not recommend use of these
adapters, as they could bend the kingpin.

spray-application graphite “dry lubricant” in
which the material is applied, then the liquid
carrier evaporates and leaves a graphite
film as the lubricating component. The dry
graphite is almost immune to attracting dust
and grit, as happens with liquid lubricants.

Be aware that excess application with
white lithium grease in an area exposed to
the air is prone to attracting dust and grit
that sticks to the grease. This is especially
true if you frequently tow in extra-dusty
environments such as dirt roads. This
excess gritty, dusty grease can be coun-
terproductive to the quality of lubrication
because it holds the grit in the area of the
mating surfaces where you're trying to
reduce friction. Apply only as much grease
as necessary to the surfaces that need
to be lubed and remove excess grease to
deter the grit-buildup problem. Clean areas
that become dirty and reapply grease as
necessary.

Any inspection process begins by
removing the hitch plate assembly and its
locking jaws from the base. Turn it over
for access and make sure that all parts
are free of dirt and grease buildup before
proceeding. Check all of the moving parts,
including the springs, for excess wear or
rust, and replace parts if necessary. Using
the factory-recommended product, lubricate
all of the moving parts and operate the fifth-
wheel hitch’s release handle while watching
the operation of
the entire mechanism.

It is imperative to have a complete
working knowledge of your fifth-wheel
hitch and how to visually inspect the locking
jaws. Remember, this is the mechanism
that keeps the trailer connected to the
hitch. Keeping a watchful eye on this critical
component can prevent the trailer from ac-
cidentally disconnecting.

Most hitches today pivot in side-to-side
motion; before reinstalling this type of head

|
|
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(D) Manually exercising the locking-jaw
assembly on a regular basis will ensure that all
parts function properly. (E) Make sure that the
handle catch is fully open before the hitching
process. (F) Using a rag and paint thinner, keep
the kingpin clean and free of dirt and dust.

assembly, remove the rocker-arm pivot bolt.
Clean, thoroughly inspect for excess wear
and lubricate using white lithium grease.
Follow the instructions in the owner’s
manual when reinstalling. Next, use white
lithium grease to coat the contact-point area
of the saddles where the head assembly
pivots on either side of the base. Set the
head assembly into place and secure with
locking pins.

In 2011, Ford began offering a Reese
Elite “puck-style” frame-bracket mounting
system in its beds. Every year, these pucks
and their mounting posts will need to be
removed, cleaned and relubricated using
white lithium grease.

While it's not necessary to lubricate the
frame brackets, annual inspection could
be critical. During the towing process,
frame brackets endure tremendous forces.
Checking for a cracked or broken weld is
your hedge against failure while on the
road. This is best done with a flashlight,
and when finished, make sure the fasteners
are torqued to proper specifications.

Although most of the inspection and
maintenance emphasis is on the hitch
assembly, it also is important to check out
the kingpin and box mounted on the fifth-
wheel. The kingpin requires cleaning and
inspection for excess wear or rust, and it
could even be bent after years of service.

Look closely at the pin box for any
cracks or loose bolts and address these
areas as necessary. Check the area
around the pin box for stress cracks
in the rig’s exterior skin. This can be a
telltale indication that frame integrity is
at risk and needs further examination.
After inspection, lubricate the hitch pin, if
specified by the hitch manufacturer. Always
grease the hitch saddle or use a plastic
lube plate, which is less messy.

When it comes to fifth-wheel hitch
inspection and maintenance — and needed
repairs — a little time and effort will lead to
many miles of safe towing. &
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MSRP $24,990 SAVE $10,995 NOW $13,995 MSRP $37414 SAVE $12419 NOW $24,995° MSRP $49152 SAVE $13,153 NOW $35,999
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LOW APR FINANCING « HUGE SELECTION OF TOWABLE RVS « WE TAKE ALMOST ANYTHING ON TRADE!

New 2015 Jayco " New 2015 Crossroads New 2015 Heartland
EAGLE 31.5RLTS ELEVATION 4212 BIGHORN 3755FL

MSRP $54,040 SAVE $9,090 NOW $44,950" MSRP $96,367 SAVE$36,372 NOW $59,995° MSRP $91.949 SAVE $21954 NOW $69,995"
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CLUB SALE

s 97 CLUB MEMBERS
!9”9 YOUR CHOICE—
B ONE LOW PRICE!

Dometic® Portable Stainless
Steel Ice Maker, Large #55033
Makes 12 cubes in 14 minutes!

LED touchpad controls. CLUB SALE

o - 5971 Reg.$13.99

Bio-Pak® Enzyme
Deodorizer and
Waste Digester, 10-Pack

26" x 18 NEW! Tropical Breeze #82136  Alpine Fresh Scent #27871
tabletop

CLUB MEMBERS

BUY 2 AND SAVE!

Granite

- Height
By = adjustable
sidetable | | P cLUB sm.:s
L " Foldsto 99
e 2 for *18
Reg. $17.99 ea.
S CLUB SALE Quik-Fold" Table
$3497 $9097
Reg. $48.99 'I 8 Brown £69367  Desert Clay #3251
N Reg. $25.59 Charcoal #58707
EXCLUSIVE! Dlel:{torlsfc a 6?3 O Personal Table Folds flat to only 274" thick. Sturdy,
* Powder coated steel frame wit Height adjusts to 24", 26" or 28", weather-resistant polypropylene. 20"H x 17'4"W x 15)4"L.
padded armrests
« 3L x 20/"W x 36'H open EXCLUSIVE! Clay #7498
-y Granite White #48945 | m%
19 x 14¥4" platform with CLUB SALE CLUB SALE
gripper strips s 9 egasin
= $7 197 , Reg. $8.99
@) 96" Felt Back Tablecloth,
Reg. $95.59 Classic RVing #82039
Aluminum Folding
Step #3893 © 72" Felt Back Tablecloth,
Legs lock in 2 positions RV Chevron /82038
fwnort } for 3" or 8" step height. Club SALE $6.29 Reg, $7.29

TO CELEBRATE THE 1ITH ANNUAL GRILLFEST
WE’RE GIVING AWAY 11 GRILLS!

ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A COLEMAN® XCURSION GRILL DURING THE

11 GRILL GIVEAWAY!

MAY 4™ THROUGH MAY 25™

Visit any Camping World SuperCenter nationwide or go to CampingWorld.com/TIGrill
to enter and for complete details and rules.

chase nadia 3 e ited

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.857.6625 | CampingWorld.com W8 Flat shipping fee
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ACCESSORIES! ;% -

Folds and rolls

Includes 452 sq. in. plated conveniently

steel wire cooking grate

CLUB SALE ’ — W
55997 ' . Pull-piﬁslceep N CLUB SALE
foldable legs

Reg.$94.49 il mamaen sl 5997

Portable Fire Bowl #49099
Portable steel fireplace/grill. Burns wood logs or charcoal. n's. 5199.99

Includes bonus cooking grate and screen/grate lifter. | &

cooking surface

20,000 BTU
cooking power

Carry bag

NEW! Coleman® RoadTrip™

XCursion Grill #75018

» Dual steel EvenTemp burners
with heat core technology .

CLUB MEMBERS » Porcelain coated cast iron grates

BUY 1 FRE E ' : :t;r;c;::?tlf :v;;?; [;:an for steaming and flavoring foods
GET 1 * 2

» Heavy-duty side table
» Connect to a refillable cylinder with adapter hose

™ Uses disposable
propane cylinders

gtzrgu R B i - " (sold separately) | W& | @
: —_

Reg. $4.99 Extends from 21" to 304"

Extension Fork #69044

Thermometer
ble sid in lid

CLUB SALE CLUB SALE e ek i o
$12497 99

I 34 Reg. $127.99

BBQTek™ Portable
Reg. $177.99 Gas Grill #69360

Porcelain steel lid and firebox,
matchless push-and-turn ignition
and foldable side tables. Use with
BBQTek Gas Grill Stand #81938

Grill-2-Go #68330
TRU-Infrared” cooking system retains natural
juices and prevents flare-ups. Cast aluminum
firebox and lid with temperature gauge.

Eliminates hot and cold spots, offers a wider *Propane powered (sold separately). 10,000 BTU. 200 sq. in.

byl 314 WX 11D X 15%4°H cooking
temperature range, uses less gas and cooks 200 sq. in. porcelain “ ! o Infinite heat
faster. Push-button ignition, | e coated steel cooking surface ™% | W control knob

/F
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FREE extensioN LIGHTER | FREE HOT DOG LUNCH ’ SAVEurTO 60/ OFF
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EACH DAY! {no purchase necessary) M

pLUS: FREE CHARLESTON GOURMET
BURGER mn'ﬂ‘nfmm WHILE SUPPLIES % i et T

WITH PURCHASE OF ANY GRILL! LAST! nse

W Product Protection Plan avalable To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL




article by Bob Livingston

The innovative, water-efficient and easy-to-install Ecocamel
Jetstorm elevates the RV shower experience from anemic to euphoric

T

aking a shower in an RV can be a less-than-invigorating experience. Most
of the showerheads supplied by RV builders struggle to provide a stream
of water strong enough to wash the soap off our bodies, without letting

the water run for what seems like an eternity. Throw in the limited amount of hot
water in most RVs, and showering can be a real challenge, especially while washing
and rinsing long hair. Ecocamel's Jetstorm shower wand can liven things up and

conserve water at the same time.

The Jetstorm was developed in
Australia after thousands of hours of
testing, and it uses a pretty simple
principle to make it function as
advertised: it forces air into the water
stream. Air enters the handle through
small holes, and turbulence is created
as the air and water mix. The spinning
process increases the pressure inside
the wand. And water flow is restricted
to a maximum of 2.1 gallons per
minute, a specification that, as you'll
see later, is more significant when
hooked up to city water.

Admittedly, my first impression of
a “water-saving” showerhead was met
with a little skepticism. I've seen these
devices come and go over the years,
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and only a few pass muster. This one
works really well, but you can't get
hung up on flow rate or the amount
of water that passes through the
showerhead. Let me explain.

Before | installed the wand in an RV
shower, | swapped the showerhead in
my house for the Jetstorm fixed-head
version. The house shower was
originally fitted with a high-end Ger-
man-made showerhead that provided
a good stream of water. The difference
was dramatic, with the Jetstorm head
outperforming the original by leaps
and bounds. What used to require “full
throttle” on the flow valve was reduced
to less than a quarter turn.

We then tested the wand in

The fixed-head Jetstorm works in showers
where a wand is not used.

real-world RV conditions, without
hookups, comparing the flow rate of
the standard showerhead with the
Jetstorm. After adjusting the hot and
cold valves for personal comfort, the
numbers revealed that the Jetstorm
actually used more water: The generic
showerhead flowed at 98 ounces per
minute, and the Jetstorm used 144
ounces per minute, via the demand
water pump. But the stream of

water from the stock showerhead
was anemic when compared to the
Jetstorm. It took less than half the
time to take a good shower — and
the difference was even greater when
washing long hair.

From a practical standpoint, even
though the flow rate was technically
higher with the Jetstorm wand, it's safe
to assume that the new showerhead,
in fact, will ultimately save water.

Of course, all bets are off if the
improved spray of water lures users

(From far left) The shut-off
valve, attached to the end of
the showerhead wand, can
be used to conserve water.
Air that mixes with water
enters through two holes
above the shut-off valve. The
- stainless-steel hose is extra

| flexible so the showerhead
.| wand can be moved freely.



into lingering in the shower. Using a
high-quality single-lever mixing valve
— rather than the cheesy two-handle
plastic one that comes in most RVs
— will impact water consumption
because flow can be adjusted (reduced)
more effectively without wasting water
to control temperature. The Jetstorm
spray is so efficient, it's not necessary
to run at near or full pressure, which
was required during the test due to the
rudimentary two-handle mixer valve.
The stream of water was not only
stronger and wider, but the feeling
on our bodies was soothing, with just
enough force to wake up our pores;
unlike some water-saving shower-
heads, there was no stinging. Ecocamel
claims the experience is better because
the water droplets are lighter and softer
so they burst on our skin easily and the
water soaks in rather than splashing
on the shower stall walls. Not being
a scientist in the field, I'll acquiesce
to its technical description, supported
by the reduced overspray on the glass

WHAT IS TONGUE WEIGHT:

The stream of water is wide and full. As a
side benefit, use of the Jetstorm eliminated
the hot-water jolt experienced previously
when using a shut-off valve.

shower enclosure.

Installation is a no-brainer: simply
unscrew the old showerhead and hook
up the new one. Each handheld wand
comes with a nice stainless-steel hose
that, unlike the cumbersome plastic
counterparts typically supplied by the
RV manufacturer, is flexible and easy to
handle. The fixed-head version can be
used in showers that are so equipped.

Build quality is very good, and the
faceplate has rubber nodules that can
be wiped clean to prevent lime-scale
buildup. We used the showerhead at
home every day for months, and normal
scale buildup due to horrendously hard
water was not evident. Our only concern
when it came to using the showerhead
in the RV was the lack of a shut-off
valve to further conserve water. After a
conversation with the company rep, a

shut-off valve ($4.95), which works very
smoothly, is now offered.

The Jetstorm wand or fixed-head
model sells for $39.95 and can be
purchased from the company’s online
store. The showerhead swap was an
eye-opening experience, literally. &

Ecocamel
800-419-7000
www.ecocamel-showerheads.com

The weight of the front of the trailer pushing
down on the back of your tow vehicle

WHAT CAUSES TONGUE WEIGHT:

Cargo, trailer axle,
holding tank location and more

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU

No.
You've

cause of
trailer hitch
failure

got the [ and accidents

[fr=srTPEm—— S

31000/EBSRTONGUBWEIGHTICABATITY]

* Highest rated trailer hitch

# Reinforced hitch pin locations to prevent common
elongation wear known as “egging”

* Dual stacked receiver for added strength

* No-drill applications available

* |_egendary Lifetime Warranty

888-908-0322
torklift.com/trailerlife

L roRKeIFT

INTERNATIONAL

OVER 35 YEARS OF INNOVATION, QUALITY, SAFETY.

o
T voee A

Torklift International, Circle 130 on Reader Service Card
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. Kanberra Can

. RVers worldwide have discovered
how Kanberra Gel, Kanberra Spray

. and Kanberra Wipes offer a revolu-

. tionary way to remove airborne mold
and mildew. Sold internationally,

: Kanberra products take the antimi-

© crobial and antifungal properties of

. pure Australian tea tree oil airborne.
© Kanberra products do not mask

. odors but rather attack them at their
. source, degrading mold, fungus and
. bacteria to eliminate odors naturally
. inthe galley and other areas of

. the RV, according to the company.

. Kanberra products feature 100
percent natural ingredients with no
chemicals or synthetic perfumes,

: are made in the USA and are safe

© around children and pets. Available in
© a30-count roll dispenser, Kanberra
© wipes also clean surfaces.

. MSRP: $8.99
800-683-0021, www.kanberragel.com
- Circle 136 on Reader Service Card

’KING'L Gailgater

d:ish

LT ]
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PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE
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. Liking the Viking

. Apropane cylinder is a propane
cylinder, right? Until now, maybe

: — because Viking Cylinders has a

. whole new take on this ubiquitous RV
component with its line of lightweight,
© translucent composite propane

© cylinders. Using advanced technology,
© Viking has created the lightest and

. safest propane cylinder available,

: according to the company. For one

© thing, these cylinders incorporate

. ergonomic handles that make them
much easier to lift and transport,

and they won't corrode or rust. Plus,
. you can actually see the propane fuel
© level. Viking Cylinders are a desirable
© alternative to heavy steel cylinders —
© and with 9 million units in circulation
worldwide, they have an impressive

© safety record. The 22-pound size is

. made specifically for the RV industry.

: MSRP: $149.99
www.vikingcylinders.com
- Circle 137 on Reader Service Card

King of Antennas

King has introduced two automatic satellite TV antennas for use
with DISH and DirecTV satellite services. The second-generation

King Tailgater for DISH (model VQ4500) and King Quest for DirecTV
(model VQ4100) are designed for use as either portable or roof-mounted

by Chris Hemer

. The Leash You Can Do

. With today's Ram heavy-duty trucks

: capable of towing up to 30,000 pounds,
. there’s never been a better time for

. additional stopping power. Quick,

© controlled braking just got easier

with the introduction of Pacbrake’s

© P-67 LoadLeash engine brake for the

© 6.7-liter Cummins. Working in conjunc-
© tion with the factory-installed Variable
. Geometry Turbo (VGT) exhaust brake,

: the LoadLeash provides an additional

: 150 retarding horsepower, or roughly

. double what the VGT can supply alone,
: according to the company. In addition

. to enhanced control and reduced brake
fade, Pacbrake claims the LoadlLeash
can extend brake service intervals by

© up to 300 percent. Applications include
© 2007 to 2014 Ram 2500 to 5500 diesel

. pickup/chassis cab trucks equipped

© with the ISB 6.7-liter Cummins diesel.

. MSRP: Around $1,585
: 800-663-0096, www.pachrake.com
- Circle 138 on Reader Service Card

satellite systems. At just 8 pounds and 132 inches high, the new King Tailgater and
Quest antennas are smaller and lighter than previous models yet provide improved
signal reception, according to the company. Like the first-generation antennas
introduced in 2011, the second-generation King Tailgater works exclusively with
DISH'’s service, while the King Quest works with DirecTV SD programming with

an optional controller accessory (purchased separately) to make the system
compatible with DISH HD and Bell TV services as well.

MSRP: $379 to $549. 952-922-6889, www.kingconnect.com

Circle 139 on Reader Service Card &R




Come to

the... LARG :ST
MOTORHOME

IN NEW YORK STATE

at Turning Stone Resort Casino ““ﬁ
Sponsored by RVOne Superstores

- Y Show Hours
,Ufy 1St fO AUQUS!’ 2nd  Friday & Saturday - 10am to Bpm )
g, .Suno‘ay 10am to 5pm $

h
Also Now Featuring NEWMAR
pe————

v The Nation’s Top Brands
v Gas Motorhomes

v Diesel Motorhomes

v New & Pre-Owned

v Over 100 Units on Display
v Special Financing Available
v Bank Reps On Hand

v Free Admission

Also Now Featuring

.\ AIRSTREAM

INTHE EVENT CENTER AT

SPONSORED BY @ !
: I
W TURNING STONE RESORT CASINO

RYO@e, :::cx» THOR Javco 5218 PATRICK
\\_—/———/ VERONA, NY 13478

RVONE.COM ALBANYRV ¢ BUFFALO RV ¢ DES MOINES RV < ORLANDORV « TAMPARV

RV One Superstores Inc., Circle 133 on Reader Service Card




CA029190_0315

Great TV on the Road...
Just the Way You Want It!

Wherever your RV takes you, DISH

FREE Pay-As-You-Go programming allows you to
tune in to your favorite TV programs.

# : 'PLUS—the NEW DVR Expander lets you record
and watch your favorite programs anytime!

with activation of D
Pay-As-You—G

IH <8 Rl o

DISH ViP 211z Satellite Television NEW! My Book®
Receiver #73912 AV DVR Expander #84114

Club SALE $99.95 Reg. $109.99 Club SALE $129.99 Reg. $139.99

With DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming*: NEW! My Book® AV DVR Expander lets you:

m Pay only for the months you use m Turn your DISH® ViP 211 or 411 series receiver into a DVR
m Only DISH lets you watch your favorite shows in HD m Record up to 150 hours of HD programming

m No charge to start or stop monthly service m Simple USB connection (USB 2.0 & eSATA interface)

m Programming for as little as $49.99 per month! ® May require one-time $40 DVR activation fee

Call Camping World at 1-888-875-1540 to activate your DISH programming!

*Important Terms and Conditions: Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All prices, packages, [ )
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, -
must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Offer subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential
Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions may apply. Premium Channels: Premium offer value is up to $42; after 3 months ~
then-current everyday price applies unless you downgrade. Offers end 6/10/15. © 2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. STARZ and related channels and service AUTHORIZED RETAILER
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.

CAMPING WORLD

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.875.1540 | CampingWorld.com

DISH Network, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card
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by Ken Freund

Drivelines

Drivelines are among those essential vehicle parts that are out of sight, out of mind
and mostly taken for granted — until something goes wrong. Yet if this critical
subsystem fails, you can’t drive at all, so it's worth learning how to get it to perform

at its best.

The driveline typically consists of
one or more round shafts with flexible
joints at each end that spin to transmit
the engine’s torque as it exits the
transmission, and/or the transfer case
on four-wheel-drive (4WD) models. It
delivers this driving force to the drive
axle(s), which then turns the wheels.
Most of the vehicles used for towing RV
trailers and hauling campers have con-
ventional drivelines.

Rear-wheel-drive (RWD) models
typically have a single rear driveshaft,
while longer-wheelbase models, such
as crew-cab long-bed trucks, usually
have two rear shafts supported in the
middle by a center driveshaft bearing
and mount. Front-wheel-drive (FWD])
vehicles with independent front
suspension typically have short drive-
shafts on both sides with constant-
velocity (CV] joints at each end driving
the front wheels.

Towing puts a lot of extra stress
on already hard-working drivelines
and U-joints, and lack of maintenance,
neglect and certain driving techniques,
such as jackrabbit starts and rapid ac-
celeration, can lead to driveline damage
or failure. This often occurs when the
wheels spin and then suddenly grab,
as when a truck pulling a heavy trailer
spins the tires on grass or dirt and the
tires suddenly stop spinning when the
pavement is reached. “Wheel hop” during
acceleration also causes tremendous
stresses on the driveline. Rewing the
engine up and then “popping” the clutch
is another way to quickly become familiar
with driveline failure.

will be retained safely by the straps.

Bolts must be properly torqued to ensure that the U-joint

The vast majority of driveshafts
are made from either tubular steel or
aluminum. A few are made from more
exotic and expensive materials, such
as carbon fiber, but these are generally
reserved for use on race or high-per-
formance vehicles. Driveshafts have a
critical speed limit, which is why many
light trucks have an electronic speed
limiter. At excessively high speeds, the
driveshaft begins to bend, and may pull
apart at the middle. This type of cata-
strophic failure can destroy fuel tanks
and lines, the exhaust system, the floor
and anything else that is in the path.
Having a U-joint fail can also cause the
driveshaft to drop at either end, which is
also dangerous.

Critical speed varies with the
length of the driveshaft — the longer
the shaft, the lower the critical speed.
Driveline specialists have charts for
determining critical speed. To increase
critical speed, the driveshaft tube
diameter has to be increased, which
reduces flexibility and adds stability to

the driveshaft. However, as the tube
diameter increases, so does weight.
Another way to raise critical speed
is to use an aluminum driveshaft(s).
Aluminum allows thicker-wall tubing
for high-speed stability, along with a
30 to 40 percent reduction in weight.
Therefore, aluminum driveshafts
typically allow a 15 to 20 percent
increase in critical speed for a given
tube size.

Joints

CV joints allow a driveshaft to transmit
power through variable angles at a
constant rotational speed. They are
widely used in FWD, 4WD and AWD
vehicles, as well as RWD vehicles with
independent rear suspensions.

Cardan cross-type universal joints,
called U-joints for short, are a type of
bearing shaped like an X that allows the
driveshaft to change angle constantly as
it spins. As a U-joint changes angle, the
shaft speeds up or slows down slightly
as the effective length of the lever arm
changes, which is normally offset by the
joint at the other end of the shaft. Car-
dan-type universal joints are typically
designed to operate in a range of 1 to
3 degrees and can operate for short
periods at angles up to 9 degrees. Front
and rear angles on the same driveshaft
should be equal or within 0.5 degrees of
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each other. Angles outside the desired
range may cause vibration and signifi-
cantly shorten the life of the joint.

Angularity

Lifted or lowered vehicles — and even
some stock ones — can have driveline
angularity problems. You can check it
yourself or have a driveline specialist
shop do it. Inexpensive angle finders
can be obtained at tool dealers and
online, and there are even free cell
phone apps that include angle finders.

You'll need to work on a level surface
(check it with your angle finder) and
determine the slope of your vehicle’s
transmission (or 4WD transfer case)
output, driveshaft and axle pinion(s).
Write down the measurements, then
determine the net-operating angle at the
U-joints (either the transfer case side or
the pinion side of the driveshaft). On a
conventional two-U-joint rear driveshaft,
pinion slope should be about the same
as the transmission (or 4WD transfer
case) slope. This allows U-joints at both
ends of the driveshaft to cancel each
other out and deliver smooth power. If
angles are off even a few degrees, the
U-joints will cause vibration.

U-joint operating angles at each end
of the shaft should be at least 1 degree
but not more than 3 degrees. Variation
between ends should be 1 degree or less.
Pinion-angle correction wedges, which
come in various widths and degrees, are
available from Deaver Suspension and
other suppliers to match any popular leaf
spring and axle. Vehicles that sag con-
siderably when a trailer is hitched up (or
a truck camper is installed) should have
their suspension upgraded to correct
sagging. Drivelines should be measured
both loaded and unloaded if an angularity
problem is suspected.
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Adjusting the rear pinion angle on a
leaf-spring-equipped vehicle to correct
driveline angularity can be done by
adding pinion-correction wedges under
the leaf stack. Coil-spring vehicles and
independent 4WD front suspensions
may require special hardware, which
is available through 4x4 shops and
driveline specialists.

Tips and Troubleshooting
Multipiece driveshafts need to be
balanced as an assembly on a com-
puterized balancer whenever there is

a vibration problem, a section of the
shaft is replaced, balance weights fling
off, etc. Splined slip joints at the center
bearing on multipiece driveshafts must
be reassembled in the same position,
so the U-joints line up properly. Before
disassembling a multipiece driveline,
mark the ends so they can be reassem-
bled in exactly the same positions.

If the U-joints or center-support
assembly are replaced, and then the
driveshaft vibrates, it is likely that
the driveshaft was reassembled out
of phase. You may need to have the
driveshaft rephased and possibly
rebalanced. A properly phased driveshaft
has the inboard yokes of the shaft in line
with each other. It is also possible that a
yoke ear was damaged when removing
or installing the U-joints, or some needle
bearings were left out.

Lift kits that raise the vehicle also
typically change driveline angularity.
Additionally, depending on the type
of lift kit and how high the vehicle
was lifted, the driveshaft could be too
short. The driveshaft may need to be
lengthened (retubed) and rebalanced
to correct this. If a shaft is too short,
the slip yoke could come out of the
back of the transmission when the rear

suspension goes to full droop.
Lowering a vehicle also changes
the angle of the driveshaft from the
transmission to the rear differential.
This angle may need to be corrected to
eliminate resulting vibration. It could
require having the driveshaft shortened
and rebalanced. If the shaft is too long,
the slip yoke (where equipped) could
slam into the back of the transmission
when the suspension bottoms out.

Vibration, Clunks and Humming
A number of things may cause vehicle
vibration. Typically, if you feel the
vibration through the steering wheel,
and it starts to feel noticeable above

45 to 50 MPH, it's likely to be wheel and
tire imbalance, although faulty front

CV joints may also be felt through the
steering. Driveline vibration usually

is a heavier vibration that often starts
at lower speeds than wheel-balance
problems and can be felt more through
the seat and floor and center console or
floor shift.

If a vehicle makes a loud clunk when
put into gear or changing from drive to
reverse, etc., the drivetrain may have
excessive slack or “play.” This is usually
caused by worn driveshaft U-joints, but
could also come from the transmission,
the transfer case (on 4WDs) or the dif-
ferential. Most commonly, a “humming”
noise is caused by a noisy differential or
center bearing, noisy tires or an out-of-
balance driveshaft.

Driveshafts can be damaged by
high-centering or when something such
as road debris hits the shaft and dents
it. Continued operation with vibration
can damage the transmission output
bushing and seal, causing loss of fluid
and possible failure. Premature wear of
the rear-axle pinion bearing and seal in
the differential can also result in loss of
fluid and damage to the rear end. If you
are getting a noise or vibration from the

(Far left) The Magnetic Angle Finder

used to check driveshaft angularity was
purchased inexpensively from Harbor
Freight Tools. [Left) Free apps are available
for Apple and Android smartphones to
calculate U-joint angles and find the drive-
line operating angle.



driveline, have the shaft repaired and
balanced as soon as possible.

Maintenance
Routine maintenance generally
consists of inspecting and greasing
U-joints (if they have fittings), checking
the tightness of any bolts or other
fasteners, and inspecting and replacing
worn parts, including U-joints, center
bearings and mounts, and rubber boots
on slip joints. Sometimes slip joints also
get dry of grease and stick, causing a
loud noise that's difficult to diagnose.
Never clamp a driveshaft in a vise
in such a way that it can be distorted.
If you replace U-joints yourself, don’t
drive the U-joint caps into place with
a hammer; they should be carefully
pressed into place. Never skimp on
U-joint quality, either — get the best
you can. While grease fittings are
convenient, they also create a weak
point in the casting, which may lead
to failure at that point. Joints without
grease fittings are recommended for
many high-torque applications.

Final Thoughts

Stock vehicles typically require only
routine maintenance, such as U-joint
lubrication, and service and inspection
of center bearings and mounts. If you
tow a heavy trailer that is near the
maximum tow rating, have changed
ride height higher or lower than stock
and/or have a “souped-up” engine that
develops significantly more power than
stock, consider having the driveline
inspected by a specialist before
something fails. Truck owners who
have added high-performance engine
upgrades that increase power output
more than say, 10 percent, should
consider upgrading the driveline. &
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HANDS ON

4z PRODUCTS AUTOMATIC CARGO LIGHT

Idea

Conquer pickup-bed darkness with easy-to-install
LED light strips that turn on when the tailgate opens

ow many times have you tried to

hook up a fifth-wheel or find some-
thing in the pickup bed at night? Fum-
bling around in the dark is not fun, and
positioning that kingpin into the hitch
saddle blindly can be an exercise in fu-
tility. Some trucks have a cab light that
partially illuminates the bed, and, of
course, you can always use a flashlight
— if you have a helper to hold it. Having
some type of auxiliary bed lighting can
help, and certain fifth-wheel manu-
facturers offer up-front lighting, but a
better solution is the Automatic Cargo
Light by 4z Products.

Capitalizing on LED technology,
4z Products has assembled a kit that
provides everything a do-it-yourselfer
needs to make a clean installation
without creating an eyesore or making
alterations in the bed area. The Auto-
matic Cargo Light is comprised of two
super-bright and flexible 4-foot LED
strips that are backed with a double-
sided automotive-grade adhesive, a
prewired magnetic tailgate switch, a
prewired power/ground pigtail with LED
strip plugs, override switches, a small
assortment of industrial-strength hook-
and-loop fasteners of varied thick-
nesses and two Posi-Lock connectors.

The key to this system is the ability
to activate the light strips automatically
when the tailgate is open and override
the switch using an attached button-

68 TRAILERLIFE June 2015

(Right, from top) The Automatic Cargo Light
kit comes complete with two 4-foot LED
strips and all the hardware necessary for the
installation. A magnetic switch is used to ac-
tivate the lights when the tailgate is opened.

activated control, regardless of the tail-
gate position. This feature is important
for fifth-wheel owners because the tail-
gate will need to be closed after hitch-
ing (or while hitching for some models),
and good lighting will be necessary to
confirm that the hitch is locked, the
power cord is plugged in and the break-
away cable is attached, not to mention
for viewing things stored in the bed.
While the 4-foot sections of lighting can
be used in their entirety, it's also possi-
ble to trim the strips at every third light,
which makes the Automatic Cargo Light
more versatile and customizable.

To begin the installation, we found it
easiest to open the tailgate and remove
the taillights first, so we could route the
wires. The kit uses magnetic sensors
to turn the lights on and off. With the
tailgate open, you'll need to find a suit-
able spot to place the magnetic switch,
mounting the wired half on the body
between the taillight and tailgate. When
positioning the magnets, it's important
that there is no more than a Ys-inch gap
between the two pieces.

Next, it was time to choose how
and where to mount the LED strips.
| chose to stagger them a bit from right
to left, twisting part of one
strip and attaching to the
side of a bed rail with the
remainder underneath
to gain different lighting

article by Kevin Livingston

DIFFICULTY 1

2@ 4 5

2 HOURS

TIME TO COMPLETE

TOOLS NEEDED PLIERS, WIRE CUTTERS,

KNIFE OR SCISSORS

effects and spread some of the light
around the bed. The lighting strips are
flexible enough to explore mounting
options. Using existing holes in the end
of the bed near the stake pockets, the
wires were routed behind the taillights
and down to the trailer plug wires.

The Posi-Lock connectors were
then used to simply tap into the charge
line, which provides a 12-volt DC source
of power. In some cases, the truck igni-
tion key will have to be in the On posi-
tion to activate the 12-volt DC power.
That's it. Simply test the tailgate and
override switches, and you're done. The
Automatic Cargo Light Dual LED Sys-
tem retails for $99.95. A kit with 8-foot
strips of lighting runs $124.95. &R

4z Products
701-220-9467
www.automaticcargolight.com

BRIGHT LIGHT Flexible LED strips can be installed in a number of ways to

provide even lighting for the pickup bed. Eliminating darkness makes hitching
and retrieving stored items easier.

PHOTOS BY KEVIN LIVINGSTON AND COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURER
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ADVICE FROM 0OUR TECH TEAM

OVERHEATING FURNACE

| have a 2001 33-foot fifth-wheel, a National RV Pali-
sades. It has an Atwood Hydro Flame furnace. | set the
temperature to 75 degrees, and the furnace gets too hot
and will not turn off. | have to turn it off at the wall. It is dan-
gerously hot! | think the furnace might catch fire. Is there a
part that is wrong, such as the wall gauge?
Dan Archuleta, via email

I'd recommend you not use the furnace until you get

this condition repaired, Dan. It seems like the thermo-
stat is bad. The fact that the furnace keeps going and pos-
sibly overheating suggests that the thermostat is in need of
replacement. Your authorized RV service center can replace
the thermostat. Alternately, if you're handy with this kind

The furnace also has a high-limit switch to protect the fur-
nace when a thermostat fails. It may also be faulty and can

of work, you can do it yourself. Heat-only thermostats are

available at RV stores and most home-improvement stores.

USB PLUG-IN OPTION

Regarding the “USB-Plug Addi-

tion” letter in the February 2015
RV Clinic, how about using a 120-volt
AC USB charger? You can putitina
drawer when not using it and move it
to a new trailer when you upgrade. |
found several on eBay, including one for
$5.95 with free shipping (shoot, at this
price, get two). This one has a 120-volt
AC adapter and a car cigarette lighter
adapter for charging on the go. Be sure
it has a high enough amperage output
for your needs. You can also find these
in thrift shops, if you look hard. | also
have a standalone USB four-port hub
to charge my backing-in walkie-talkies.
Because of thrift shops, | have cell-
phone chargers that live in my trailer,
truck and car.
Jerry Elzea, Ettrick, Wisconsin

Isn’t variety wonderful, Jerry?

Those 120-volt AC plug-in chargers
are a good option for charging your

THE TECH TEAM

USB devices, and they're low cost, as
you suggested, and readily available. In
some RVs with minimal AC wall outlets,
having an outlet occupied by a charger
or two means you can’t have anything
else plugged in at the same time, and
for people with a lot of plug-in appli-
ances, that can be a minor problem. Use
of the USB-equipped sockets avoids
that situation and also means you need
to have only a USB cord on hand instead
of the entire charger cord. RVers have
flexibility about how they solve their
USB-device charging, and integrated
wall plugs are one good answer. — J.J.

FRONT-END BOUNCE

We traded our 1995 Dutchmen fifth-

wheel for a travel trailer so my wife
wouldn’t have to climb steps inside the
trailer. This is our first experience pull-
ing a travel trailer after 20 years with a
fifth-wheel.

We have a 2007 Chevrolet 2500HD

KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certified Master Technician, service man-
ager and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair.

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 20 years and
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.
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be replaced with a new one available from most RV stores.

— Jeff Johnston

Classic diesel 4x4 crew cab with the
factory tow package and Allison trans-
mission. The pickup has 25,000 miles
on it. Our new trailer is a 2015 Rock-
wood Windjammer by Forest River. It is
the V-front model. We have a Blue Ox
weight-distributing hitch, which was
installed by the dealer when we bought
the trailer. The technician told me when
he was installing the hitch that he didn't
think | needed it very badly because the
pickup’s back end went down only about
an inch when it was hooked on, so the
back springs must be good.

The problem | have is, when we hit a
low spot or a high place in the highway,
it bounces the front end of the pickup up
and down more than | think it should.
The hitch is set like the dealer set it, but
| am wondering if the chain is too tight
or if the pickup needs better shocks on
the front end. If the shocks are the prob-
lem, please recommend what | should
replace them with.

Marvin Mercer, Grant City, Missouri

| know the feeling you have with

the front of your truck, Marvin. I've
experienced that several times in the
past. In my experience, a bouncing front
end is caused by a weight-distributing
(WD) hitch with spring bars that aren’t
adjusted tightly enough. It means the



trailer hitch weight is removing some
weight from the front of the truck, and
that causes a lightweight or almost
floating type of feeling at the truck’s
front end. When you hit the bump
you mentioned, the front of the truck
bounces too much, due to the unwanted
weight shift toward the back of the truck.
It's true that the back of a sturdy
pickup will drop less than, say, that of
an SUV under a trailer’s hitch weight,
but the WD hitch still needs to come
into play to produce equal weight dis-
tribution on the truck’s front and rear
axles. Test-drive your truck and trailer,
then try taking up another link in the
spring-bar chains to increase the ten-
sion on the spring bars. It may even take
two links to arrive at the best adjust-
ment. I've gone through this process
many times, and it takes some trial and
error to arrive at the best setup. Better
replacement shocks such as Bilsteins
may help too, but the WD hitch is key
to the process. — J.J.

WET-CELL VERSUS
AGM BATTERIES

| have been using a pair of 6-volt

wet-cell batteries for seven and a
half years; they are still working well. At
some point | will need to replace them.
| have studied the AGMs for a while,
and the benefits are faster recharge,
no maintenance, deeper discharge and
longer life. What | am not sure of is
comparing a set of two wet-cell batter-
ies rated at 200 amp-hours and a set
of two AGM batteries rated at 200 amp-
hours powering the same load. Will the
AGM batteries last any longer than the
wet-cell batteries before recharging?

| have two 100-watt solar panels,
and they do very well charging my
batteries. | use two TV sets, not at
the same time, and LED lights. The
only time | have an issue is if | run the
furnace before sun up. | don't let the
batteries get below 12.25 volts before
turning off things or starting the gen-
erator, which | would rather not do. |
don’t want to spend the money for the
AGMs unless they will last a little lon-
ger before recharging.
Don Westenskow, North Logan, Utah
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Regardless of the type of battery,

200 amp-hours is 200 amp-hours,
Don. As long as the new batteries are
rated the same as the old ones, you
should expect similar performance.

The fact that you have 200 watts of
solar panels wired to a pair of 6-volt cells,
yet you have furnace operating problems
by morning, tells me there’s something
else amiss with your electrical system.
For example, your current batteries may
not be in as good of shape as you think
they are. Seven and a half years is beyond
the normal lifespan for batteries, and it
may be about time to replace them. With
a reasonable amount of daylight and sun-
light charging your batteries all day and
your modest power consumption, as you
explained, you should have more than
enough power to operate your furnace.
Check all of your electrical

connections for damage or corrosion
and have the batteries tested as well.
Likewise, you may have an older, less-
efficient solar-charge controller, so
checking into a newer model may also
serve you well. The guys at AM Solar
(www.amsolar.com] can provide some
terrific and knowledgeable advice on
your controller options. — J.J.

SUSPENSION CRACKS

| have a 2010 Cardinal fifth-wheel,

which had a tire blowout coming
home from Quartzsite. While chang-
ing the tire, | noticed there was a good
size crack in my Equa-Flex leaf-spring
suspension mount right above where
the inner gusset is welded. After email-
ing Lippert, the tech department there
wrote me and stated that it looked to
them like the top bolt had been over-
tightened, and that's what caused the
crack. I'm writing this not to throw
stones but to maybe prevent one of our
fellow RVers from having a breakdown
on the highway. RVers, make sure when
you do your walkaround before leaving
on your trip that you take a look in be-
tween your tires and make sure all sus-
pension parts are in good working order.
Riverside Bob, Riverside, California

Thanks for the note, Bob. That type
of damage can happen to the best of

products, even under proper usage con-
ditions. It's always a good idea to spend

some time “counting the parts” to avoid
potential trouble on the road. — J.J.

TIRE REPLACEMENT TIMING
My RV is parked indoors 300-plus
days a year. It's a desert climate, in-

door temperatures average between 40

and 85 degrees, it's driven every month,

and the tires have modest mileage and
wear. They're Michelin LTXs, the side-
walls look new, and there are no cracks.

Do | really need to throw them away just

because they're eight-plus years old, as

they were manufactured in June 20067

Mike Garner, Richland, Washington

This is one of those technical ques-

tions that should be answered, “It
depends,” Mike. Those tire-age replace-
ment specifications are general rules for
typical tire use. As you explained regard-
ing your RV, the tires seem as if they're
in really great shape, even though they
may have technically “timed out” on
age. Michelin maintains that tires can be
kept as long as 10 years, provided they
are properly maintained, and the rig is
stored indoors (as yours is) and is not
exposed to UV rays for extended peri-
ods. The lack of small sidewall or tread
cracks is especially telling, as these are
among the first signs that it's time to
consider tire replacement even if there’s
lots of tread left. I'd say keep a close eye
on those tires and inspect them every six
months or so and replace them if neces-
sary. But once they hit 10 years, it's time
to say goodbye. — J.J.

FIRST-TIME
TRAILER PURCHASE

We're looking at purchasing our first

travel trailer, and | have the Forest
River Surveyor Sport 220RBS in mind.
Its dry weight is 4,415 pounds and a
little over 25 feet long, hitch to bumper.
I’'m also looking at the Grand Cherokee
(6,500 pounds and 7,200-pound tow
capacity). | have been told that a pickup
with a longer wheelbase would be a
better option. Any recommendations?
Paul Kicklighter, Stafford, Virginia
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When shopping for RVs, it's im-

portant to avoid the trap of using
“dry weights” when making buying
decisions. The trailer will probably
never weigh that little when it is in your
possession, and this number can lead
you to select a tow vehicle that does not
have a sufficient tow rating. The gross
vehicle weight rating (6vwR) represents
the maximum amount that trailer can
weigh when fully loaded and should be
used as a guideline when choosing a
tow vehicle.

Wheelbase is just one of many fac-

tors to consider in a tow vehicle. There
are many factors that affect how well a YourJourney can be as fulfilling as

T
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being the same. — Ken Freund . * 5
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WHEEL CHOCKS
We have a Wildcat 31ST from For-

est River. | have always chocked The Best Protection THE Oaiﬁ‘:NhL

the wheels with X-Chocks, which go m
between the two wheels first, and then for Your Journey e D lecu.
| unhook and level my fifth-wheel. | : aabdda

have installed the Level Up six-point
hydraulic leveling system. Now | do

the same as before: chock the wheels,
unhook and press the level button. The
problem is that, when the trailer levels
up, it takes some weight off the springs,
causing the wheels to move slightly
together. This puts excess stress on the
chocks and even bends the tire treads
inward. That is a lot of pressure! The
question is, how can | chock the wheels

before | unhook? | believe it is too dan- For 70 years, we have worked hard to build the

gerous not to chock the wheels first. : . :

Albinas Butler, Pointe Claire, Quebec SafESt’ best performlng’ hlghESt-quallw sway
control hitch on the market.

Chocks that go between the wheels

and press against the opposing
tires do an excellent job of preventing
the trailer from moving around but are

g EqualizerHitch.com

perhaps a little too much during the lev- b e Vi
eling process, when some flexibility is RS OF INNO TO“ Free 8&]'478'5578 ..-""’".-?‘":;

needed. Since campsites are fairly level,
there should not be a lot of pressure

Progress Manufacturing, Circle 122 on Reader Service Card
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from the trailer trying to roll (against the
chocks), due to any incline.

Therefore, instead of the X-Chocks
when leveling, | suggest you use con-
ventional separate wheel chocks on
both sides of just one tire of each axle
on each side of the trailer. Then, after
you have the trailer leveled, install the X-
Chocks, if you want to stabilize the fifth-
wheel. You can also install the X-Chocks
at the start, as you have been, but leave
them adjusted a bit loose to allow for
tire movement when leveling the trailer.
Once the trailer is leveled to your satis-
faction, adjust the X-Chocks. — K.F.

CUMMINS DIESEL CONCERNS
| hope you can help me, as I've
been to every site on the Internet

| can think of with no luck. | have 2003

Dodge 2500 pickup with a 5.9-liter

Cummins diesel, which | bought last

year. | put an Edge tunerin so | could

monitor the exhaust gas temperature

(EGT) and automatic transmission fluid

temperature. | need to know the maxi-

mum recommended temperatures for
both and how long you can run at max

until you need to pull over. | pull a 33-

foot fifth-wheel trailer.

Steven Carter, Sonora, California

Itis important to monitor these

temperatures when towing a heavy
trailer, especially with a tuner, which
may potentially increase EGTs. The
EGT, if it is measured after the turbo-
charger, should not exceed about 1,000
degrees Fahrenheit.

If the temperature is measured in
the exhaust just ahead of the turbo-
charger, peak temperatures should
be kept at or below 1,300 degrees
F. Transmission fluid temperatures
should not normally exceed 240 de-
grees F, because when the torque
converter is locked up, temperatures
typically don’t climb above that. How-
ever, if you see temperatures in the
neighborhood of 275 degrees F, you
should pull over immediately and allow
the engine to fast idle in Park to allow
the fluid to cool off and circulate.

If you find that EGTs are too high,
you might consider installing an

aftermarket intercooler and a low-
restriction air intake. If transmission
temperatures are too high, an auxiliary
cooler should help. Of course you can
always back off the throttle a little, too,
which is free. — K.F.

CHECK THOSE LUG NUTS

My wife and | were returning from

our third outing with our new Jayco
Jay Feather when we heard a noise like
we were driving on a rumble strip. After
pulling over to a wide spot in the road
and a quick inspection of the towing
vehicle and the trailer, | found that the
wheel on the left-side trailer tire had
enlarged lug stud holes and badly worn
studs and lug nuts. After installing the
spare tire using three of the best lug
nuts and two from the right side, we
limped home after tightening the re-
maining right-side lug nuts.

A nearby tire shop replaced the bad
studs and lug nuts, and mounted the
tire on a new wheel. | asked the shop
manager if he had ever seen anything
like this before. He replied that this
sometimes happens when new painted
steel wheels have been installed with
insufficient torque on the lug nuts and
the paint layer in the lug nut seats
wears through, allowing the wheel to
work loose. The lesson here is to always
check the lug nuts when checking tire
pressure, especially on a painted steel
wheel. We consider ourselves very
lucky. Had we not stopped to investigate
as soon as we did, the results could
have been catastrophic.

Rich Woolverton, Arvada, Colorado

This points out an often-overlooked

item. Trailer lug nuts should be
retorqued to factory specifications after
about 100 to 300 miles or so whenever
the wheels have been removed and
freshly installed. They should be tight-
ened in sequence until all are done.

Painted steel wheels are gener-
ally less prone to lug nut loosening
because the wheels are designed with
a degree of “compression” in the lug
seat area so the lug nuts squeeze the
metal down a bit when tightened. This
tends to help grip the nuts and deter



loosening. Cast-aluminum wheels
don’t compress this way; the nuts are
tightened against them only. That's not
a problem at all, unless you don’t do
your maintenance. In any case, the les-
son is the same: check those lug nuts
for tightness. — K.F.

FAN CYCLING FINALE

This regards “Fan Cycling Sound”

in the January 2015 RV Clinic. In
that reply to me, you explained the op-
eration of a thermostatically controlled
viscous fan clutch and discussed the
likelihood that my truck may have a
clogged radiator.

We were finally able to find the
problem with the cycling fan. After five
different so-called experts had their
shot at this issue, | finally found a place
where solving the problem was their
number-one goal, and they did. How all
the rest of the so-called experts missed
it is beyond belief.

Ken, your comment about the radia-
tor was spot on. The amount of clogged
area and the amount of crud they were
able to remove was mind-blowing. They
took it step by step and verified the
clutch assembly, and then went straight
to the radiator. There actually was some
thought process, as opposed to replac-
ing something and sending me the bill.
Everything else was checked to ensure
they got the culprit.

Noel Merkley, via email

Thanks for writing, Noel. I'm re-

ally glad the problem is solved. We
seldom hear back from readers after we
try to help them and therefore never get
to know if our advice sent them in the
right direction or not. Feedback helps us
fine tune and focus our answers to con-
stantly improve our responses. — K.F.

TOW RATING TUSSLE

| own a 2013 Ram Big Horn 1500 4x4

pickup with a quad cab and 5.7-liter
Hemi with eight-speed automatic trans-
mission and 3.55 gears.

The dealer told me that towing ca-
pacity was 10,000 pounds. So now | see
this 6,900-pound rating. Was | lied to?
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Porto

Perfect for

« It's slender, lightweight, and easy to carry
+ It's foldable and easy to store in a vehicle
* It's easy to assemble and disassemble

PortoTrash especially comes in handy for
the following excursions:

It's great for camping trips.The unit can be
placed on the ground or hung on a tree to keep
it safe from animals.

It's %reat for beach outings and can be placed
on the sand, without the sand adhering to the
bottom of the unit.

It's ideal for indoor and backyard parties,
barbeques, banquets, and other festive events.

www.portotrash.com
(800) 894-7431

The IDAHO TOTE is attached and not
drawn as a regular trailer.

Simply put:

“YOU DO NOTHING BUT DRIVE!”
= 3000 Ib GVW
* Pressure sensing steering axle
+ Steers traveling forward or backing up

IDAHO TOTE DOLLY, INC.

www.idahotote.com
Call 208-276-3203 or 509-751-6297

For advertising information contact Terry Thompson:
Phone 206-310-6234 Fax 270-495-6278 Email terry.thompson@goodsam.com
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Marketplace, 3431 S.257th Street, Kent, WA 98032

Don’t buy a new RV refrigerator

Replace your
existing cooling
unit with a NEW
replacement
cooling unit
Made in the USA

Consider Doing a
Factory Install

.

# Dutch Aire #

*Each unit individually tested
«Extend the life of your existing RV
refrigerator
*3 Year warranty on ALL of our units
Fast & friendly customer service

Sue JC Refrigeration
5 5 Call Us Today

(260) 768-4067
www.JC-Refrigeration.com

'\ LiPontablelWireless
Controlledimaillights

S1Yiisi
TAIGH

Swift Taillights are to be used only as temporary taillights.
* Farm Trailers & Hay Trailers
* RV’s & Campers
* Horse Trailers
* Construction Equipment
* Boat Trailers with Water
Damaged Wiring

¢ Just-In-Case Emergency
Lighting

o Utility Trailers

* Flashlight Mode

(617) 600-8282

swifttaillights.com
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SPRING

—— SUSPENSION SPECIALISTS + —&

Your Source for Firestone
Rir Spring Kits and Accessories

Free Shipping
Cau 1-800-358-4751

OR ORDER ONLINE AT
WWW.TRUCKSPRING.COM

HONDA

GENERATORS

Electric Start
Extended Run Time:

All units are shi[lpqd pre-serviced and
tested for output with extra spark plug.

Free shipping coatineatal U.S. Mo sales tax. Mo Insarance charge.

Get your back-up power now!

Ball POWER EQUIPMENT

Full Line Honda Dealer
Lightweight  Super quiet ¢ Eco throttle « D.C. charging
Couple 2 units together to Double output

Kansas City, MO
(877) 225-5200 Toll Free

al bedo

d salety, we



Easy 2-step process. Wipe
on, let dry. Looks like new,
lasts over 12 months.

NEVER WAXAGAIN

shmarine.com i

e Don't Dabble We Specializel
Ere:tt:cr:rte la!:drub- EE-ED
ing or buffing.
SEE our video demo on our website!
www.poli roducts.com
800-922-5013

/Auxlkary

100 Gafion pacm% .
‘CQloﬁtFueI'&nk F!bnca n

. Jmuhm Kits for chew,,ha{e

US & CANADA

Bear [ugs

LRI [ncluded With Stay

fax 928-680-7 379 emuil: kshmarine @ rraz.net

Park it with

Power Caster!

Maneuver your trailer easily in limited
space, around corners, forward or reverse
3 with the flip of a switch! =7

SAFE to use:
| Chain guard )
| Ground wire |/ |

e 4%“°“ Pp, . Fromresort-style amenities

"i wto to family entertainment,

The Original the U.5.A. . Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park™

Trailer Mover! Since Yogt @55 Camp-Resorts are great

Manutactured since 1061, Anp- vacation destinations!
(amp Jellystone.com

80+ Campgrounds in the {JS. & (anada
I3 facebook.com/campjellystone
w twitter.com/campjellystone

TM&© Hanna-Barbera.  (s15) '

(626) 287-6117
www.powercaster.com
5001 Encinita Ave., Temple City, CA 91780

Terry Thompson
206-310-6234
terry.thompson@goodsam.com

RV Marketplace

or Dealers &
Destinations

RV CLINIC

| tow a 24-foot trailer that has a towing
weight of about 6,400 pounds without
gear and water (which could easily
exceed 1,000 pounds). Should | have
gotten a 2500 series truck? And does
the 6,900 pounds mean total truck and
trailer weight?

Also, all four corners have coil
springs, so | experience a lot of sag on
the rear when towing. With a crosswind,
| have to slow to 45 MPH to maintain
steering control.

Dave Jones, Watertown, South Dakota

On www.ramtrucks.com, the fac-

tory lists the GvwR as 6,800 pounds,
which is how much the loaded truck
can weigh if you put it on a scale. I'm
thinking that you got your 6,900 num-
ber from a similar chart. The good
news is, your actual maximum tow
rating for your truck is 8,650 pounds,
which may not be as much as the
salesman told you but should be suf-
ficient to tow your trailer.

Regarding the sag, that indicates
you either don’t have a weight-dis-
tributing hitch, or itisn’t tight enough.
Properly set up, the WD hitch, as the
name suggests, distributes the hitch
weight equally between the truck’s rear
and front axles. If the rear end sags, you
need to tighten the spring-bar tension
— take up another link or two on the
adjustment chain, for example — and if
you aren’t sure about doing that adjust-
ment, take the truck and trailer to an RV
dealership with a service department,
and it can set you up in no time. — K.F.

FROZEN A/C COILS
We were towing our 2006 Fun Finder
down to Kentucky, and we stopped
halfway there and camped. Overnight,
we turned on the air conditioning. In the
morning, it had frozen coils (it was on
Low). It thawed out with just the fan on
high. It never froze up all week until |
turned it on Low. Any ideas?
Les Carr, Racine, Wisconsin

Airflow and humidity are big fac-

tors in the formation of ice in air
conditioners. If the flow of air over the
coils is reduced, it allows the coils
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TurboK0OL

12-Volt Cooling for RVs

TurboKOOL Evaporative “Swamp” Coolers
Powered by Battery and/or Solar.

Cools your RV (up to 29°)

without “plugging in”! Quiet and Affordable
1-800-326-4410 free brochure www.turbokool.com

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant -- good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401.

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

Gettysburg, PA Camping Membership for Sale
Coast to Coast package with the ability to camp
across the US & Canada for $10 - $15/night.

Email svorc@myactv.net or call 301-462-9437.

Gettysburg Campground Membership and
five other campgrounds and the ability

to camp across the US for free per night
Call Dave at 717-576-8327

HELP WANTED

DELIVER MOTORHOMES. DRIVERS NEEDED!
Pick up new motorhomes and deliver to dealers.
Top pay. Choose your own trips-drive as much
or as little as you like all across US & Canada.
Free orientation & training.

See video: www.classictransport.com.

For app & more info call 866-724-1606 or
email Lisa at LKratzer{classictransport.com

Earn While You Travel. Up to 65% Commission.
Complimentary RV Site While Working. Need
self-motivated people with computer

& sales experience. Adventure Awaits!!!
800-832-3292 « SoutheastPublications.com

RAILER

LIFE com

TRAD =

ot A

Al 1s

The online
resource
for the RV

| enthusiast

78 TRAILERLIFE June 2015

THAILERS, ACCESS0RIES, REAL ESTATE AND MORE!

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village
RV Lots $20s, RV Casitas $120s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas

Retama Village - Supersites $50s.

RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

BRICK 3BR/2BA HOME IN SOMERSET, KY.
10 mi to lake, 29X29 Garage, 18X40 RV or
boat garage. $184,900 Call 352-356-2051
or 606-379-6752

INVESTMENTS

EARN 9.6% INTEREST

PER ANNUM

1(855) 306-3223 Toll Free
Not available in some states.

LOTS FOR SALE

2 LOTS IN SOUTH CENTRAL COLORADO
Private RV Development. Utilities on site.
Walk to river, lots of area attractions.
Deeded lots, $85,000 both. 806-239-5974.

MAIL FORWARDING

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD

LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us first!

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV REGISTRY

www.rvregistry.com

Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners

No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers 800-546-8457

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC

Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save
over the past 18 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

RV Tours & Rallies across North America
AlaskaeCanadaeUSAeMexico+Overseas
Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or
call for your FREE Catalog 844-872-7897

¢

i Yo [
/a"e World Awd is You!

RV CARAVANS AND RALLIES

Enjoy hassle free RV Travel to amazing
destinations across North America. Get
your FREE RV Vacation Catalog today.
800-952-8496 www.fantasyrvtours.com

TRAILER
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"




For advertising information contact Katey Purgatorio: B‘V ELINIE

Phone 847-229-6756 Fax 270-495-6278 Email Katey.Purgatorio@goodsam.com
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Classified Department, 3431 S. 257th Street, Kent, WA 98032

TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

Tme4SmCaqn(Zn]lm_:l_)_.__-

NEW 2015 Heartland Landmark

Bath and 1/2. Loaded Only $87,900. Guar Best

Price! 877-643-7532 New units-Loaded. Cust order
avail no chg. View/New/Used Units www.rvsforless.net

NATION’S LOW PRICED 5th WHEEL EXPERTS
Huge inventory of new/used high end 5ths
DRV Mobile Suites, Lifestyle, Trilogy, HitchHiker
View units at www.kansasrvcenter.com
800-835-0676 or sales(@nuwa.com for info

NEW 2015 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3: Loaded
Only $102,800 New units-Cust order avail at no chg.
Guar Best Price! More info at 877-643-7532. View
Full Line of New/Used Units. www.rvsforless.net

& Good Sam Club

Now, more money-saving
reasons to join!
+Good Sam RV Park Camping Discounts
- Camping World Club Pricing
- Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane & Dump
Station Discounts
+Plus Many More!

Join today at
GoodSamClub.com
or call 1.800.234.3450

Classified Rates

Private Parties:

$32 per line, four-line minimum.
40 characters and spaces per line.
Add $65 for color photo.

All red text add $25.

Commercial:

$74 per line, four-line minimum, 40
characters and spaces per line.

For photo ads (limited to RVs and
real estate), add $95 B/W or $115
color.

For logo add $95 B/W, $115 color.
No category limitations for logos.
All red text add $50.

Display Advertising:

1" ad B/W $395. 2" ad B/W $675.
Add $75 for color.
Frequency discounts apply.

Payment: Check, VISA, MasterCard,
Discover, American Express.

Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com
Phone: (847) 229-6756
Fax: (270) 495-6278
Mail: Trailer Life
Attn: Classified Dept.
3431 S. 257th Street
Kent, WA 98032

to get colder, until their surfaces dip
below the freezing point of water. Air-
flow may be further restricted if an air
filter is dirty and clogged. When the air
is humid, this creates a situation where
ice forms from the condensation. Check
the filter frequently and adjust the con-
trols so that the temperature setting
causes it to not get as cold, and run the
fan on high speed when conditions still
resultinicing. — K.F.

TRUCK HEATS UP II
This is in regard to the letter “Truck
Heats Up on Grades” in the March
2015 RV Clinic. | had the exact same
problem with my 2001 Dodge Ram
3500. As you suggested, the fins were
plugged in the radiator. | cleaned them
with my pressure washer, and the
problem was solved.
Mark Hansen, Salt Lake City, Utah

Radiators can clog internally from

minerals in the water building up
a coating in the tubes, and this may
eventually stop water from flowing
through the tubes. This is common
after about 10 years or more. External
buildup of dead bugs, mud, leaves,
trash, etc. also blocks the airflow over
the fins and can occur even with a
nearly new vehicle. Either internal or
external conditions such as this insu-
late the heat transfer and lead to run-
ning hot and overheating.

However, be careful about using a
pressure washer on the delicate fins.
This can bend them and close off airflow.
It's safer to run a garden hose (which has
much lower pressure) from the back of
the radiator aiming toward the front to
blast dirt and debris out of the fins. Look
down between the air-conditioner con-
denser and front of the radiator to make
sure no debris is trapped there. This is
a good thing to do whenever a warm-
weather trip is planned. — K.F. &

Email our

HAVE A QUESTION?

experts at RVClinic@trailerlife.com or write

to RV Clinic, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240,
Oxnard, California 93036. Please include
your hometown. No phone calls, please.
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10-MINUTE TECH

TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

Hang in There

The majority of our camping is done in national forests, which means a lot of towing on
bumpy gravel roads. We recently purchased a new V-Cross Vibe trailer that has a rear
bedroom. When we reached our destinations, all of our clothes would be on the floor of
the trailer’s closet instead of on the rods. My theory is that, since the closets are in the rear,
the exaggerated action at the back of the trailer was throwing the hangers off the rod.
To remedy this, | took a piece of 2-inch-inside-diameter thin-wall plastic pipe and
cut it to the closet width. | then cut the pipe in half lengthwise and attached a hook-
and-loop strap. Now when we travel, we simply place the contraption over the top of
the hangers, strap it around the rod, and no more fallen clothes! It works just as well
for standard metal hangers as for larger plastic ones.
Wayne Smith, Flagstaff, Arizona

To send your submission, write to 10-Minute Tech, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California
93036 or email 10minutetech @trailerlife.com. Please include an illustration or photo, if applicable.
Trailer Life will pay $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.
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Chair Leqg Caps

After the plastic caps at

the base of the legs on our
folding camp chairs wore out,
we found that the legs were
punching holes in our outdoor
RV mat. The hollow aluminum
legs also filled up with sand
and sank in soft ground. So
we purchased some PVC caps
that fit over the bottom of the
chair legs, filled them with
caulk and used a metal screw
to hold them in place. The
problem is now solved!

Larry and Kathy Black

Yucaipa, California

QUICK
“IX

Hold Off
Mold

| read Melissa Riley’s
October 2014 10-Minute
Tech tip, “Water Hook-
ups After Dark,” about
using brass quick con-
nectors on her trailer’s
city water inlet. | use
these when connect-
ing to my trailer, but |
learned a long time ago
that if | coil the hose and
connect both ends, there
is a damp environment
inside the hose, and
soon mold will grow. |
always disconnect and
drain the hose, and store
it so air can get inside.
This leaves no breeding
ground for mold.

Jim Linde

Sparks, Nevada &

ILLUSTRATIONS BY BILL TIPTON



FREE TRAVEL INFORMATION

Trailer Life’s Free Travel Information helps RVers with trip planning. The following attractions, states and provinces offer free information
about their facilities. To request materials, tear out the postage-paid card opposite the Advertisers’ Index, circle the numbers that correspond

to your selections, fill out the card and drop it in the mail. For faster service, visit www.trailerlife.com/info and request your information online,
and visit each listing’s website for immediate information.

Alaska

Alaska and Yukon. Get your FREE Official
Alaska and Yukon vacation guides today!
www.alaskayukon.net/tl. Circle 140 on
Reader Service Card.

See more of Alaska aboard our fleet of 11
state ferries. We travel a route so special it

has been designated a National Scenic Byway The premier Lake Harris RV Resort with

: marina and motel on Lake Harris has 336

. luxury sites, cable TV, 9-hole exec. golf
course, pool, 120 lighted wet slips, inside
storage to 32 feet. Call 800-254-9993, or go
to www.lakeharrisresort.com. Circle 148 on

and All-American Road. Learn more at
www.ferryalaska.com/mh.
Circle 141 on Reader Service Card.

North to Alaska — experience the Ultimate
North American Road Trip, an epic adventure
that takes you through Alberta, British
Columbia and the Yukon on your way to Alaska.
UltimateNorthAmericanRoadTrip.com/mth.
Circle 142 on Reader Service Card.

Arkansas

Hook up your rig at Arkansas State Parks
campsites and enjoy all the campground
enhancements. Scenic lake, river and
mountain settings. Outdoor recreation
choices abound. Call 888-287-2757, or visit

Reader Service Card.

Only Hot Springs National Park in Arkansas
has so many unique things to do — from
our famous thermal baths to an amazing
botanical garden, fine dining and more! Visit
www.hotsprings.org, or call 888-SPA-CITY.
Circle 144 on Reader Service Card.

Arkansas’ DeGray Resort State Park offers
lakeside campsites, golf, trails, tennis,

and an island lodge with restaurant. Call
800-737-8355, or visit www.degray.com.
Circle 145 on Reader Service Card.

Florida

With more than 120 miles of islands connected
by bridges, the Florida Keys is a designated
National Marine Sanctuary. Come and enjoy
the spectacular natural wonders. Call
800-FLA-KEYS, or visit www.fla-keys.com.
Circle 146 on Reader Service Card.

: Camp under the trees at Florida State Parks.
Sites feature water, electricity and a central
dump station. For more information, visit
www.floridastateparks.org, or call

: 850-245-2157. For reservations, go to

© www.reserveamerica.com. Circle 147 on

: Reader Service Card.

Reader Service Card.

: Idaho

© Idaho Travel Council. Stretch your imagination
© and budget with a vacation to Idaho, to keep
you smiling after your vacation ends. Order a

. free travel guide at www.visitidaho.org, or

- call 800-VISIT-ID. Circle 149 on Reader

- Service Card.

www.arkansasstateparks.com. Circle 143 on . ldaho RV Campgrounds Association. RV
. IDAHO! The scenery is breathtaking, outdoor

recreation is legendary and the folks are

friendly. Stay awhile and play in Idaho. For a

free RV/campground guide, call RV-IDAHO,

© or visit www.rvidaho.org. Circle 150 on

© Reader Service Card.

: Missouri

Free Missouri Vacation Planner. For fun
places and great memories, enjoy a Missouri
. escape! Plan yours at 800-519-1500 ext. 89,
swimming, boating, fishing, horseback riding : o \www.visitmo.com. While online, check out
our valuable money-saving coupons. Circle

151 on Reader Service Card.

* Service Card.

: Montana

. Epic views bookended by Glacier and Yellow-
stone national parks. Friendly locals share
the unexpected and maybe their huckleberry
: pie. For your free Montana guidebook, call

: 800-VISIT-MT, or go to www.visitmt.com.
Circle 153 on Reader Service Card.

© Visit Glacier National Park and satisfy your
. sixth sense — adventure, golf, hike, fly-fish,
raft, cycle and more. Call 800-338-5072, or
© visit www.mt.glaciermt.com. Circle 154 on

: Reader Service Card.

: Ohio

© Ohio State Parks. Discover Ohio at any of
our 57 state park campgrounds. Open

. year-round: hiking, golf, swimming,
picnicking, boating, nature programs. Call
© 866-0OHIOPARKS for reservations, or visit
www.ohiostateparks.org. Circle 155 on

. Reader Service Card.

: Wyoming

Buffalo Bill's Cody/Yellowstone Country,

: Wyoming: Rodeos, history, culture, outdoor
adventure, recreation, tours, wildlife and
Yellowstone National Park. Enjoy fine dining,
museums, shopping, music and more. Call 800-
: 393-2639 or visit www.yellowstonecountry.org.
Circle 156 on Reader Service Card.

Experience an adventure full of the spirit

. that s forever West. The Grand Tetons, Yel-
lowstone, Devils Tower and more. Wyoming.
Forever West. Call 800-225-5996, or visit
www.wyomingtourism.org. Circle 157 on

. Reader Service Card.

: Canada
: Yellowhead Highway — Crossing the Trans-

: : Canada Yellowhead Highway is a journey
. The beautiful 54,000-acre Lake of the Ozarks :

offers a breathtaking panorama plus 261
holes of golf, fishing, a premium outlet mall,
music shows, show caves, waterparks, two
state parks. Call 800-FUNLAKE or visit
www.funlake.com. Circle 152 on Reader

- into Canadian history, including prairie
mysteries and mountain legends. Request
your free travel guide and map to explore

. the Yellowhead Highway in greater detail.
Yellowhead it! Visit www.yellowheadit.com
or call 877-GO-YELLO. Circle 158 on Reader
* Service Card.

June 2015 TRAILERLIFE 81



For six decades, high-speed racing
and challenging courses at Wisconsin's
Road America have beckoned spectators
from around the warld

Wisconsin claims that its speedway
is the fastest road-racing circuit

in the world. It challenges the best of
the best, on two wheels and four, as it
has for six decades. It's located 60 miles
north of Milwaukee at Elkhart Lake on
640 acres of rolling hills. They call it
America’s National Park of Speed.

Opened in 1955, Road America’s
race circuit, or track, is 4 miles long, has 14 turns and
multiple elevation changes. Its straightaways — long
enough to land an airplane — have taken on names of their
own, based less on their configuration than on their level of
intimidation. Race cars often hit speeds of 200 MPH.

Although it hosts a NASCAR race once a year and other
nationally televised races, Road America holds events every
weekend during the summer — everything from Superbike
motorcycles to vintage cars. Hundreds of other events go on
all the time — 440 last year.

Road America also offers schools for learning how to
handle race cars and motorcycles, as well as the family
sedan. Many new residents to Wisconsin come here during
their first winter to learn how to drive in snow.

The track itself is closed in the winter. “Nothing tears
up a road like a snowplow, so we don’t touch it,” Mike
Kertscher explained. He is Road America’s programs
manager. “If someone wants to use it for testing equipment
in snow conditions, we can do that.”

More than 700,000 tourists visit in a year. Then there
are the weekend participants and competitors who use the
track during the week for training, testing and racing. “We
rent the track by the day or a number of days, whatever they
need,” Mike said.

A short, hard-surface track is used for go-karting.
Supermoto, which is motorcycle racing done on alternating
types of track and terrain, is also popular here.

Mike gave me a helmet, strapped me into a go-kart and
set me out on the short track to compete with a group of
visitors. The kart goes fast, as fast | wanted to go. Going into a

by Bill Graves

(Top) Mike Kertscher, the track’s programs manager, briefs a
group on the operation of Road America’s go-karts. (Above) After
a few “high-speed” runs around the track, the author gets

a slight inkling of what it’s like to drive a race car.

turn, my natural instinct was to brake. | guess when they teach
Race Car Driving 101, you learn to suppress that urge. Still,
the survival instinct is strong. Mike explained that the karts
are so low to the ground they would probably slide rather
than rollin a turn. Maybe so, but | wasn’t quite convinced!

Camping is big here and available on all race weekends.
RVers can reserve a spot by the track or spread out
wherever there is grass — no shortage of that. A play-
by-play of race events is broadcast on an FM frequency
that can be received anyplace in the park. As the race
progresses, it is shown live on giant-screen TVs in spectator
areas. Dozens of TV cameras are located along the track.

Twenty-two employees work at Road America, but on
race weekends hundreds work here. The 12 concession
stands are operated mostly by volunteers, such as the local
Rotary Club. They have a fully staffed medical center —
“The best going,” says Mike. “During NASCAR weekend, we
have seven ambulances here and the second largest fire
department in the state.”

So why is the racetrack here in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin,
halfway between Milwaukee and Green Bay? Racing came
to Elkhart Lake in 1950, with cars competing on a country-
side course. Drivers maneuvered through the village and on
rural roads past waving spectators who would sit on their
porches to watch the action.

In 1953, auto racing was banned on the roads of
Wisconsin. Road America was just the next step.

Welcome to America’s Outback. &

m Bill will be at California’s Pechanga Resort & Casino. To connect with Bill, email him at roadscribe @aol.com
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Set all scenery to stun. Taking the road less traveled can make all the

difference. Idaho is an RV owner’s paradise with miles of uncrowded roads,

magnificent scenery, wildlife viewing and countless opportunities for outdoor
recreation. Many of Idaho’s scenic byways are located along rivers, lakes or

mountain vistas with breathtaking views.

To plan your own adventure vacation, order a free RV Park & Campground
Directory at

of Commerce, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card

ADVENTURES
INLIVING

BRI Y CAMPCRSUNES AB1R.

RVIdaho.org visitidaho.org




is safe for sensitive electronics, quiet enough to enjoy in-
camp and stingy with fuel. Ideal for high altitude or cold

weather use, the 4000 also features remote electric start. :__,_‘E_

powerhouse-products.com for more information. -

Powering life
in the great outdoors.™

powerhouse-products.com

new PH4000Ri/E delivers pure, clean inverter power that .
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