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NEW HEAVY LIFT

DURAMAX AND ALLISON: A PROVEN
COMBINATION. The new Heavy Duty is our
strongest Silverado ever. That’s because the
combined power of the available Duramax
and Allison deliver an impressive 397 hp
and 765 lb-ft of torque. They also deliver
the proven reliability of over one million

WINNING THE UPHILL BATTLE.

Another automatic feature you’ll
appreciate (especially when you've got
a 26-footer behind you) is Hill Start
Assist. To help prevent rollback, it
detects inclines of 5 percent or more and
momentarily holds the brakes—giving

of these combinations on the road today ‘IRWE" ;rowma POWER you time to switch from brake pedal to

i illi i i WITH AVAILABLE DURAMAX i i
with over 100 billion miles of experience. TURBO-DIESELS TTTICON accelerator. For downhills, the available
6-SPEED TRANSMISSION. Diesel Exhaust Brake System uses

KEEPING TRAILERS ON THE STRAIGHT

AND NARROW. Another must-have combination is
power and control. With Tow/Haul mode, press a button
and the transmission stays in gear longer, optimizing
power when you need to accelerate. No buttons are
required for Trailer Sway Control. It applies both the
vehicle and trailer brakes (when properly equipped) to
help get trailers back in line when needed.

INTRODUCING THE NEW 2015 SILVERADO HD

Silverado’s own exhaust to decelerate—
saving wear on conventional brakes.

Everything about the new Silverado HD is designed
to work harder for you. Visit chevy.com/silverado
and learn more about the most dependable, longest-
lasting full-size pickups on the road. Strong. For all
the roads ahead.

ependability b vity: 1987-Apri -Size Pickup registrations.
914 General Motors. A]lrlght, t® Chevrolet emblem® Chevy™ Duramax® Silverado®
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! TMEW 2015 SILVERADO HD. OUR STRONGEST EVER.
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18 Newfoundland’s Viking Trail
Walk in the footsteps of Leif Eriksson on a road trip from Gros
Morne National Park up the Great Northern Peninsula

24 Heart of North Idaho
Dozens of lakes, miles of forest and numerous trails surround
Coeur d’Alene, the Panhandle’s outdoor playground

34 Freewheeling on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
Take a spin on a bicycle from Cumberland, Maryland, to
Washington, D.C., on this historic 185-mile towpath

40 TrailManor 2417KS Sport
TrailManor’s unique trailer and the 2014 Toyota Highlander
make a great pair — and fit in the garage

NUMBER 6

45 Hopkins inSight Flex-Mount
New brake controller provides proportional deceleration and
installation versatility

46 Keystone Avalanche 360RB
There’s room to spread out in this bunkhouse fifth-wheel that
offers much-needed privacy for Mom and Dad

50 Sweet Dreams
With RV mattresses available in every shape, size and design,
it's time to stop counting sheep

56 Galley Gear
Twenty-five must-have kitchen gadgets that make cooking away
from home easy and fun

Crossing over coastal bogs in Newfoundland’s Gros Morne National Park. Page 18

6 Driver’s Seat
That Special Image
g Letters

11 Around the Bend
16 RV Resolutions

61 New Products
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DEPARTMENTS

Readers respond loud and clear
News, events, places and trends
Trailer Life is your referee
Goodies to improve the RV lifestyle

= To ease the transition from a tent to an RV, Rockwood presents the Roo hybrid. Page 12

63 Performance Corner
Tech, accessories and news

66 Hands On
Torklift Lock and Load

68 RV Clinic
Answers from the Trailer Life tech team

76 10-Minute Tech
Now why didn’t | think of that?

77 Free Travel Information
Help with trip planning

82 America’s Outback
Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas

On the cover 2014 Toyota Highlander Limited and the TrailManor 2417 Sport near California’s Los Padres National Forest. Photo by Scott Hirko
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THE FORMULA FOR A BETTER RECREATIONAL VEHICLE

Powerful Ford E-450 Patented one-piece The luxurious, easy-to-drive,
(or Mercedes 3500) chassis hand-laid fiberglass shell Coach House Platinum

Nobody else manufactures a motorhome this way

ost motorhome bodies are made ~ tomers, some of whom are now driving e Professionally decorated interiors with
I\/l of multiple pieces of fiberglass their fourth or even fifth Coach House! solid-surface countertops, porcelain
- that are joined together — and Beyond the unigue one-piece shell, toilets, name-brand appliances, 32-inch |
every joint is a potential leak or squeak. here are some of the other factors HDTV, and more. h.‘..
Coach House is different. The Coach that make the downsized Platinum and e Choice of Ford (gas) or Mercedes B
House® Platinum® and Platinum II® are Platinum Il your best motorhome value: (diesel) chassis.
constructed with a patented one-piece e More standard features than any other ~ ® Wide range of convenient floor plans.
hand-laid fiberglass shell, reinforced with motorhome in their class. e High ratings for ride and safety.

carbon fiber. The result is an RV that is
quieter and more durable than one manu-
factured in the traditional way.
Our one-piece shell is more costly and
semmny  Jifficult to make, but we wouldn't have it

m any other way. Nor would our loyal cus-

S e 8

< ~ - y T - . e, — - -
COACH HOUSE PLATINUM Il (MERCEDES) - . i v CE TS oot COA-C"H HOUSE P_LATINUM (F{JRD) =
* -
VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT BUY FACT[]RY—DIRECT AND SAVE! = =
fyou are an RV enthusiast, then you will enjoy Fo) Coach Howse Coach House offers you a better way to buy your next 232
isiting the Coach House factory, just off I-75 nea @ . motorhome: direct from the factory. Get one-on- -:'1%," “‘;-
V\élnilcle,gFla., about oneuhour sou;\{] i; Tampa (see mrap). @ { E% one atter:tion frorrl1rcourrteous employr(;/es in arelaxed, hl_j.:i ;
You are welcome to visit any time during regular z3 pressure-free environment. See your Platinum being ==
s . 4 LAURELRD. o & e e . = -
business hours to see the latest models on display in - built in our plant. Receive a generous trade-in allowance Sl
our spacious showroom. Guided factory tours are also 195 == for your current motorhome. Obtain on-the-spot RN
available; please call ahead. Coach House is the only RV o '8 financing (for qualified buyers). Learn how to operate ' 3\?“
manufacturer located in Florida. e FT.MYERS =2  your motorhome from the people who built it. = \:‘n
=

COACH HOUSE, INC. 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE - NOKOMIS, FL 34275 (941)485-0984 TOLL-FREE 1-800-235-0984
VISIT US ONLINE AT www.coachhouserv.com- PLANT TOURS AVAILABLE. PLEASE CALL AHEAD.

ASK ABOUT THE NEW COACH HOUSE Arrlva CLASS B MERCEDES-BENZ SPRINTER MOTORHOME
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That Special Image

An BV takes you on exciting adventures;
capturing the moments with a digital
camera keeps the stories alive

ictures make memories. They also unleash artistic creativity, which most

times can tell a story without words. It's probably safe to say that more photos
are being taken today than ever before. Everyone has a camera, or at least a
smartphone that can record images, both still and moving.

| became hooked on photography while in grade school, when my father gave
me his old Argus 35MM camera. Funny how a simple gesture can transcend into a
career path. While my father never got to see the results of his intuition, he must
have sensed my interest in photography — a hobby that led to a career in photojour-
nalism. |'ve burned a lot of film in my life.

Amusingly, my grandson will probably have no idea what film is; it seems like
smartphones have taken the place of familiar “toys” that we gave our kids when they
were young. Yeah, | know, that’s progress.

For me, the transition to digital was a little painful, since the early years of print
reproduction were less than stellar. As technology advanced, the images got better,
and today it's hard to decipher the differences between film and a digital image. My
old-school attitude drives me to believe that film is still better, even though almost
extinct, but what the heck, | still like vinyl better than CDs and MP3 files for music
reproduction. At the risk of dating myself, it might have something to do with the fact
that | started my photographic career capturing images on black-and-white 4x5 film
through a Speed Graphic camera. Nevertheless, I've fully embraced digital photog-
raphy for magazine and online publication.

No doubt, taking “selfies” and pictures of people doing just about anything is
all the rage these days. As RV owners, a digital camera can be an indispensible
tool. Logging images for future trips and making digital notes to support repair
procedures are two of many uses that come to mind. But telling a story is my
favorite, so we've teamed up with Powerhouse Generators to look for outstanding
images as part of the Trailer Life Wherever Adventure Takes You photo contest (see
details on page 12). We're looking for digital images that not only visually describe
exciting RV adventures but make fellow RVers want to be there.

The grand prize is a $5,000 RV-accessory shopping spree. You've got until July
31 to find that special image, and we’ll publish the winners in the October issue.
Give it a “shot.” &

— Bob Livingston, publisher

I8 Connect with us...

facebook.com/TrailerLifeMagazine twitter.com/TrailerLifeMag

DID YUU KNUW? RVs were referred to as house trailers or house cars

until after World War II. With the growth of manufactured units for residences,
recreational trailers became “travel trailers” in the postwar years.
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Sharing family traditions
Courtesy of Cummins Onan »%ﬂ

Onan
/ G, 3600 L

RVing is a great way to kindle a passion for family activities like fishing.
Relying on a Cummins Onan installed generator is another tradition worth
passing on to the next generation. It makes all your adventures even more
enjoyable, with comfort and convenience at the push of a button.

With over 50 years’ experience in making reliable RV generators, it’s no surprise
that Cummins Onan models have some important advantages:

B [ owest noise and vibration
B Highest reliability
B Most extensive and experienced service network

Learn more about the benefits of a Cummins Onan installed generator
at powertotrailers.com. And pass on what’s important.

Cummins Onan

Performance you rely on.™ Onan Corporation, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card
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Trailer for Two
[ thought | would add my opinion

to those in April's Letters column
suggesting topics for coverage in
Trailer Life. My wife and | travel alone
exclusively and would like to see
articles about travel trailers in the
20-foot range set up for couples only
(no need to sleep six in our trailer!).
We see lots of other retired couples
on the road and wonder why trailer
manufacturers don’t seem to have
products aimed at our needs.

R.J. Harper, Portland, Maine

RVs with Twin Beds
In regard to Mr. Giono's request in the
Aprilissue for units featuring twin
beds, | recommend the Heartland
Wilderness model WD 1950 RB. It's
also fairly light and compact — 4,000
pounds and 22 feet. I've inspected one
in person, and it's a very nice trailer.
For those looking for a unique
teardrop-style trailer, | suggest
checking out the Safari Condo Alto.
The unusual feature is that the entire
roof raises to provide headroom. It's
manufactured in Quebec, Canada,
but | understand they are available
for sale to U.S. residents. We saw
one in Fort Stevens State Park on
the Oregon coast. The owners were
a couple from Quebec who had been
out traveling for several months.
Paul Wilcox, Troutdale, Oregon

Pikes Peak Camping

Having spent a couple of weeks in the
Pikes Peak region this past summer,
| would like to add some personal
observations to the April article
Colorado Rocky Mountain High by
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| have enjoyed reading Trailer Life for many years, so |
was especially excited to see James Richardson’s article
about Scotts Bluff National Monument in Around the Bend in the April
issue. | spent 10 years living in the shadow of the monument, from junior
high through college.

| would like to add a few comments to Richardson’s story. The view from
the top of the monument is indeed spectacular. The North Platte River, the
site of the Oregon Trail, the cities of Scottsbluff and Gering, Nebraska, and
the many farmsteads and irrigated farmland make for a great 360-degree
panorama. On a clear day, one can see Laramie Peak, Wyoming, a 10,276-
foot mountain 70 miles to the northwest. Be sure to spend time in the visitor
center to see artifacts and a movie about the history of the monument.

Travelers should also visit Chimney Rock National Historic Site, about
25 miles to the east. The pioneers following the Oregon Trail

and the North Platte River could see this unique
geological structure ahead of them

for miles and miles, as they made
their way westward.
In addition to the RV park in

Scottsbluff, mentioned at the end of
the article, there is also Robidoux RV
Park in Gering, about 3 miles from the =#"

entrance to the monument.
Bob Wilkie, EL Dorado Hills, California

Irene Middleman Thomas.

There is a new and very nice
campground in Cheyenne Mountain
State Park, just south of Colorado
Springs and a short distance off State
Route 115. It has both pull-through
and back-in paved sites with full
hookups, including some for large
rigs. | would recommend a reserva-
tion during the summer months, as it
was full most of the nights we spent
there in mid-August. The sites are on
the east flank of the mountain with
beautiful views of the valley.

Since the author’s mention of
Golden Eagle Campground implies
an endorsement, | would like to
add my own observations. We spent
several days there before finding
the state park. The entrance road is
gravel, up a steep hill and has two
sharp turns. Some of the sites are
not level and consist of fine dirt that

gets on everything. On the plus side,
the people in the office were very
nice, and the insect collection is
interesting.

Jack Schmotzer, Alliance, Ohio

Setting the Tone

Pamela Selbert’s article on Crowley’s
Ridge in the April issue certainly sets
the tone for a visit there.

I'm supporting Errol Schafer’s
comment in the Letters column — a
map would add a clearer mind’s-eye
view and understanding of the areas
traveled. Check out Rider motorcycle
magazine for excellent examples of
mapping the routes traveled. A very
good story, just the same.

Donald Jacobs, Woodbine, Maryland

Donald, see pages 21, 27 and 36 for
maps accompanying this issue’s three
destination features. — Editors

PHOTO BY JAMES RICHARDSON



Special Thanks
We want to share a positive
experience we had with Lippert
Components (LCI). We own a 2013
Coachmen Chaparral fifth-wheel.
While vacationing in Arizona, the
landing gear jammed while leveling.
Knowing the Chaparral was
one month out of warranty, we first
called Alex Blanco from Happy Daze
RV in our hometown of Livermore,
California. Blanco was familiar with
our RV from warranty work done
previously. He contacted Lippert
Components, the manufacturer of
the landing gear and explained our
situation. LCl was kind enough to pay
for parts as a gesture of goodwill.
We then contacted Ann and Phil's
Mobile RV service in Quartzsite,
Arizona. Phil and | were able to
remove the left gear leg, and Phil
then drove me to Lifestyle RV where
| purchased a new landing gear leg,
which he and | then installed on
the Chaparral.

Upon returning home, we
contacted LCI and spoke to Jeff
Marner, a tech service rep. He
explained what was needed for a
claim, and we emailed that, along
with the receipts for parts and labor,
which I included to establish that the
work was done.

We received a prompt reply from
Marner stating that LCl would pay
for parts and also reimburse us for
the full amount of labor for a total of
$493.18. It was totally unexpected but
sure appreciated!

We extend a special thanks to all
involved. The community of RV folks
is truly special indeed!

Brian and Debbie Hernandez
Livermore, California

More Reviews
I'd like to see more reviews of RVs
with features, specifications and

comparisons. | know it's Trailer Life,
not Trailers, but please include more
reviews.

B. Hogue, Canon City, Colorado

Picture Perfect

| am often amazed at how beautiful
the background photos are in adver-
tisements placed in Trailer Life. (The
Chevy ad on the inside cover of the
March issue is wonderful.) | would
like to see some mention of where
these locations are, as I'd like to visit
some of these places.

Kevin Weseman, Beeville, Texas

Warranty Info Swap

In April’s test of the Winnebago Trend
23L, we reversed the warranty infor-
mation for the chassis and coach. The
Trend has a 12-month, 15,000-mile
warranty, and the powertrain is three
years and 36,000 miles. — Editors &

()
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The hitch may be small, but don’t underestimate its
importance. This engineered metal can make the
difference between a comfortable ride and a nail
biter. That’s why B&W developed a line of hitches
based on a single goal; creating a smooth, worry-
free ride. Choose the model for your truck today.

\\\‘

turnoverball.com s

Write to: Trailer Life, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036
or email info@trailerlife.com. Please include your full name and location.

% TRAILER

AMERICA

HITCHES

B&W Trailer Hitches, Circle 104 on Reader Service Card
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z YOUR RV ISN'T A CAR. DON'T INSURE IT LIKE ONE.

Progressive covers your RV in ways auto policies don’t. So if you ever get in an
accident and need to leave your RV at the shop for repairs, we’ll cover the cost of
your hotel. Keeping family trips on the road, now that’s Progressive.

1-800-PROGRESSIVE | LOCAL AGENT | PROGRESSIVE.COM {,’ pﬁ”gﬁ[fflyf T

4

— — —

L5 ¥ Progressive Insurance, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card

Ity Ins. Co. & affiliates. Emergency Expense coverage is subject to policy terms. 11D00458 (06/11)
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]NEWS EVENTS | PEOPLE | PLACES | PARKS | RV TRENDS

by Donya Carlson

THE

Ifitflies, you'll find it at Oshkosh’s62nd annual EAA"AirVenture, from this meticulously restored
P-51 Mustang (above) to the' impeccably choreographed U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds (right).

Winging Over Wisconsin
Maore than just an air show, Oshkosh’'s EAA AirVenture
is one of the Midwest's must-see summer spectacles

article by Valerie Law

For seven memorable days each
summer, a small Midwestern town
on the shores of Lake Winnebago has
the distinction of running the world’s
busiest airport. That's the week that
EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, the largest
air show of its kind in North America,
touches down at Wisconsin’s Wittman
Regional Airport.

AirVenture is a gathering of
aircraft seen nowhere else in the
world. Everything from home-built
flyers and classic biplanes to historic
fighters and cutting-edge prototypes
is packed into 1,500 acres. EAA stands
for Experimental Aircraft Association,
and AirVenture showcases a vast fleet
of eclectic and one-of-a-kind planes
among the more than 10,000 aircraft
on display.

Held July 28 through August 3
this year, AirVenture is a bucket-list
destination for pilots and aviation en-
thusiasts, but it's not just for airplane

geeks. Each year half a million
people, including more than 30,000
RVers, make their way to Oshkosh
for the chance to see those magnifi-
cent men and women in their flying
machines.

Daily air shows wow the crowd
with daring aerobatics, wing-walkers,
skydiving teams and hot-air balloons.
Seaplanes take off from a nearby cove
on Lake Winnebago, easily reachable
by shuttle buses. And the Wednesday
and Saturday night air shows light up
the sky with flashy pyrotechnics.

Everyone in the family will stay
busy with activities ranging from
aircraft rides and outdoor movies
to the KidVenture area with hands-
on activities. The onsite AirVenture
Museum opens its doors to an
impressive collection of more than
200 planes, plus flight simulators and
half a dozen movie theaters.

For RVers, Camp Scholler is the

best way to experience this high-flying
event, with breathtaking views of the
airborne action and easy access to all
the activities on the ground. Trailers,
motorhomes and tents of all sizes
form instant neighborhoods complete
with free Wi-Fi, food concessions and
two general stores.

To plant stakes at Camp Scholler,
one member of each RV group
must purchase a $40 annual EAA
membership and pay the site fee.
For Good Sam members, the Good
Sam Club is offering a six-month
EAA membership for $10 that
entitles them to purchase AirVenture
admission and book Camp Scholler RV
sites at discounted rates. Good Sam
members can take advantage of the
deal by clicking on the AirVenture link
at www.goodsamclub.com/chapters.

EAA AirVenture Oshkosh
www.airventure.org

June 2014 TRAILERLIFE 11



Rockwood Roo
Hybrid Travel Trailer

Rockwood, a division of Forest River, has been in the
business of providing outdoor fun for RVers for more
than 35 years. For camping enthusiasts looking to Some Roo floorplans have side slideouts and front
transition from a traditional tent to an RV, Rockwood decks with a 1,300-pound capacity that allow you to bring
offers the Roo, an expandable travel trailer, also known along an ATV or other toys. The 25-foot, 4,365-pound (dry
as a hybrid, that offers full amenities but still allows an weight) 233S model provides a third fold-down bunk for
open-air environment for outdoor lovers. added sleeping capacity (2014 MSRP: $25,475).

This hybrid trailer is equipped with fold-down bunk www.forestriverinc.com
ends that provide added sleeping capacity without taking
up valuable floor space. An innovative bunk-end latch
system that’s accessible from the ground is designed
to make setup and closing easy.

Standard interior features include a bunk fan and
light for each bed, LED lighting throughout, a three-
burner gas range and a microwave. The Roo’s floor,
roof, front and back are aluminum-framed and vacuum-
bonded to ensure a lightweight yet strong structure.

Picture This

Send your best BV shots to Trailer Life's
Wherever Adventure Takes You photo contest

Keep your digital camera handy this summer, and you could be the winner of Trailer
Life’s Wherever Adventure Takes You photo contest. Any time your travel itinerary
leads you to a photogenic location — from a breathtaking waterfall to a spectacular
sunset to a particularly grand campsite — point your camera toward your RV and the
scenic backdrop and click. Then send us your best shots for a chance to win a $5,000
RV-accessory shopping spree and other prizes.

Prizes How to Enter
* Grand Prize: $5,000 shopping spree at any authorized Powerhouse Generators dealer e To enter online, visit www.trailerlife
e Three Runners-Up: Powerhouse 2000Wi generator .com/wherever-adventure-takes-you,
¢ 10 Honorable Mentions: Coleman SunForce solar panel kit complete the entry form and upload
your photo.
Rules e To enter by mail, provide your photo
e All photos require the inclusion of an RV. The RV does not need to be the primary on a CD, DVD or flash drive (will not
focus but must be at least partially visible in the photo. be returned) and mail it to Trailer Life
e All photos must be submitted in high-resolution digital format. Wherever Adventure Takes You photo
e All photos submitted will become the property of Trailer Life. contest, 2750 Park View Court, Suite
 Photo contest entrants must be 18 years of age or older. 240, Oxnard, California 93036. Include
¢ Photo submission deadline is midnight, Pacific Coast Time, July 31, 2014. your name, address, phone number,
e Winners will be announced in the October 2014 issue of Trailer Life. email address and a photo caption.
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RVs Go Hollywood

Opening July 18, Disney’s new comedy-adventure, Planes: Fire and Rescue, stars

a pair of animated RVs reliving their honeymoon at Piston Peak National Park. Harvey
and Winnie (voiced by real life husband and wife Jerry Stiller and Anne Meara) met
more than 50 years ago when Harvey managed an RV tire store and Winnie was his
showroom model. Now celebrating their golden wedding anniversary, the couple
meets Dusty Crophopper (Dane Cook], as a wildfire starts to rage in the park.

Dusty, a famous air racer, joins forces with Blade Ranger (Ed Harris), a
veteran fire-and-rescue helicopter, and his firefighting crew of Dipper (Julie
Bowen) and a lively bunch of all-terrain vehicles known as the Smokejumpers.
This fun-for-the-whole-family movie is a sequel to the 2013 Disney film Planes.

www.disney.com/planes

— eéw—m
COMPTON RIDGE

Grand Design's New RV Facility
RV manufacturer Grand Design
Recreational Vehicles recently
opened a third production facility

in Middlebury, Indiana. Don Clark,
president and co-owner of Grand
Design RV, said, “The overwhelm-

ing demand by dealers and retail
customers for Grand Design’s
Reflection mid-profile fifth-wheels
necessitated the opening of our third
facility. We are now producing our
popular Reflection fifth-wheel brand on
two production lines.” Clark also an-
ticipates opening an additional product
line this year. So far, 70 employees
have been hired for the new plant, and
more will be brought on board in the
future. Clark said, “We feel blessed to
have been able to attract the excellent
employee base we now have.” Clark
and Grand Design co-owners Ron and
Bill Fenech attribute the company’s
accelerated growth to its customer-
focused sales, service, manufacturing
and support teams.

OCP Buys Branson Campground
Ocean Canyon Properties (OCP), a
privately owned membership camping
resort company, recently acquired
Compton Ridge Campground in
Branson, Missouri. OCP’s first public
campground, Compton Ridge has 260
RV sites along with a 30-room motel,
two outdoor pools and one indoor pool,
a country store and campground-wide
Wi-Fi. Branson is known for its live
entertainment, Silver Dollar City theme
park, unusual museums and lake
activities, including world-class fishing.
“We are very excited about becoming
part of the vibrant hospitality industry in
the Branson area through our purchase
of Compton Ridge Campground and
Lodge,” said Peter Graffman, OCP'’s
executive vice president. “Branson is
one of the top vacation destinations in
the south-central United States. We feel
that Compton Ridge will become Ocean
Canyon'’s flagship camping resort for
family entertainment, recreation and
excitement,” Graffman added.

Camping World Salutes Veterans
Camping World and Good Sam En-
terprises announced a new project

to install massive American flags at
Camping World retail locations to honor
veterans. The flags measure 30-by-60
feet or 40-by-80 feet, depending on
zoning regulations, and the poles are
130 feet tall. In many cases, these will
be the largest flying U.S. flags in the
surrounding area. “A large percentage
of our employees, and also customers,
are veterans, and we want to honor
them, their dedication to our country
and to our local communities,” said
Marcus Lemonis, chairman and CEO
of Camping World and Good Sam. “By
making this proud statement, our goal
is to bring local communities together
in celebration of everything that has
been accomplished by veterans for our
country.” Camping World welcomes
veterans and the local community

to attend the formal flag-raising
ceremonies at supercenters that
install the flags.
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Luxury Carbon Travel Trailer
Global Caravan Technologies (GCT), a luxury RV and
specialty vehicle innovator based in Speedway, Indiana,
released photos of its prototype CR-1 Carbon 35-foot
double-slide travel trailer. The CR-1is GCT's first floorplan,
and the company claims the trailer is SUV towable with a
weight of 6,500 pounds. The interior features walls made
of carbon fiber, a leather-wrapped ceiling, private-jet-type
leather soft-touch walls and residential furnishings that are
at the top end of luxury in the global RV industry.

The CR-1 has a custom leather 88-inch sofa and an
L-shaped 82-by-59-inch sofa. The company reports that
the CR-1 comfortably seats eight in the rear lounge that
transforms into a theater for entertaining. Modular solid-
surface tables with mobile marine pedestals allow for
various dining and workstation configurations.

Little Gu

Teardrop Camper/Trailer

GCT’s opulent CR-1
Carbon travel trailer
features a flush-body
design. The builder
says there will be un-
precedented interior
standards and options.

A split kitchen allows for expansive counter space and
an optional wine rack. Premium tile and designer sinks and
faucets are used throughout. All cabinetry utilizes upscale
residential hardware.

A full walk-through master-bath suite divides the
kitchen from the master bedroom with a residential-style
door. The lavatory has a large linen cabinet, and the 36-inch
shower blends solid-surface designer tile and carbon fiber.
A stackable washer and dryer are also available or can be
substituted for added closet and storage space.

The carpeted master suite includes two dressers, three
wardrobes and an optional glass ceiling. The bedroom is
surrounded by handcrafted leather upholstering, multiple
reading lights and a carbon-fiber bed frame.
www.gctrv.com &R

¥ n
e

go out5|de and play

over 20 models to choose from

plan your escape today at gohttleguy com
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Tune In Great TV Anywhere — with Today’s
Smallest Portable Satellite Antenna!

»
gt .
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DISH? ViP® 21iz Satellite Pathway® X1 offues:
Television Receiver m Compactness and high portability at only 14.3"D x 13.5"H and 10 Ibs.
m Easy conversion to roof mount (kit sold separately)
m Automatic satellite detection
m SD and HD programming for two TVs
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#T39m m Pay only for the months you use
Club SALE §99.95 m Mo contracts
Reg. $109.99 m No charge to start or stop monthly service
m Programming for as little as $44.99 per month!
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Promotional and Residential Customer i ag rse ges y. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer expin AUTHORIZED RETAILER

.CAMPING WORLD

SuperCenters Nationwide 1.888.875.1540 CampingWorld.com
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Not-So-Speedy Rebate

When a promised rebate check from a Texas Ford
dealership didn't materialize, a frustrated Trailer Life
reader turned to RV Resolutions for help:

» While camping in Texas in March 2013, | purchased
four new tires from Bluebonnet Motors in New
Braunfels. Included in the purchase price was a $60
rebate that | never received. | contacted Ford Service
Rebates and was told something had been improperly
entered at Bluebonnet. Ford advised me to contact the
dealer for assistance.

| left messages at Bluebonnet four times, and my
calls were never returned. When | was finally able to
speak with the service manager, he stated he would get
the rebate rectified and call me back. To date, | haven’t
received a response or my rebate. Can RV Resolutions

After contacting Bluebonnet Motors twice on behalf
of James Huss, RV Resolutions received the following
thank you note from Huss:

» We finally received our rebate check from Bluebonnet
Ford in the full amount after your second request to
them. Thank you for your valuable assistance in clearing

help me collect my check?
James Huss, Pine River, Wisconsin

up this matter.
J.H.

Two Weeks Too Many

After waiting months to be reim-
bursed for a toilet replacemet that
was under warranty, a Texas reader
asked RV Resolutions to speed
things up with the manufacturer:

» The toilet pedal broke, and the
whole commode had to be replaced.
| contacted the RV’s manufacturer,
Open Range, and was advised to

get the replacement done and send
them the bill. This was completed
on December 17, 2013, by Statewide
Mobile RV Repair. On December 18,
2013, | sent the bill to Open Range
for reimbursement of the $327.50 |
paid for the repair.

Two months and several phone
calls later, we received an answer
that they cut checks every two
weeks, but four “two weeks” have
gone by with no payment. | would
appreciate any assistance RV Reso-
lutions can provide.

Peter Koshowski, Victoria, Texas
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A representative from Open Range’s
consumer relations department
resolved the matter directly with
Peter Koshowski, then responded to
RV Resolutions:

Thank you for your letter and your
interest in helping facilitate resolu-
tions between manufacturers and
retail customers. Our goal at Open
Range is to provide customers with
a top-of-the-line product, and our
warranty is part of that product.
Open Range does stand behind its
product.

| spoke to Mr. Koshowski on
the phone this morning, and he

NEED HELP?

indicated that he had received the
check from Open Range in the
amount of $327.50. | asked if he had
any other concerns that he would
like to speak with me about. He said
that he had nothing at this time and
appreciated the call from me.

Open Range customer service
is committed to helping our
customers with warranty issues
as our main focus and mission. |
regret that the customer felt the
need to contact you on this, but |
am glad that a resolution has been
reached.

Cary Jones, Open Range RV
Shipshewana, Indiana &

RV Resolutions is a forum for the settlement of conflicts

between consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessory suppliers and
service providers. After exhausting all other resources without success, please

send a typed letter to RV Resolutions, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard,
California 93036. Include copies of appropriate bills and correspondence as
well as a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
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ooking for adventure? Want to

explore a less-traveled road?

Love combining unique and

beautiful landscapes with
authentic local cultures?

How about Newfoundland? This rocky
squiggle off Canada’s eastern coast has it
all — natural beauty, unique culture, fish,
caribou, moose (lots of moose!), icebergs
in the spring and whales in the summer.
Who could ask for more?

Newfoundland is so remote that it
even has its own time zone: Newfound-
land Time is an hour and a half ahead of
Eastern Time. And while it has good roads,
developed campgrounds and delicious
local cuisine, it lacks the overcrowded
frenzy of maritime destinations like Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island.

Newfoundland may not have the
soaring mountain vistas of Alaska or the
sugar-sand beaches of the Caribbean,
but its landscapes are unique and
utterly pristine. The villages strung
along its coasts are sometimes hard-

~hundreds of years CICRALL

scrabble and we_r_‘e_‘offeﬁ 'e

of people living there now NOW. ' -
window-dressing for the tourlsts thls is
the real McCoy. It's hard work to survive
in a tough land.

One unforgettable way to experience
Newfoundland is to travel the Viking
Trail. This is a 240-mile (400 kilometer)
route that begins in Gros Morne
National Park on the western coast of
the island and ends at the tip of its Great
Northern Peninsula. Not only does the
Viking Trail treat you to some seriously
lovely scenery as it meanders along the
coast, with the sea on one side and the
Long Range Mountains on the other, but
it's bookended by two UNESCO World
Heritage Sites: Gros Morne National
Park on the southern end and LAnse
aux Meadows — where the Vikings
landed 1,000 years ago — in the far
north of the peninsula.

Ready to go? Great! But first you
have to get there.

neighbors, but it also means-that you -
and your rig will have to take a boat to
get there.

Marine Atlantic is the ferry service
that crosses from North Sydney, Nova
Scotia, to Channel-Port aux Basques,
Newfoundland, several times daily
in summer. These ferries are huge
10-story behemoths that carry all the
vehicular traffic to the island. They're
efficient, modern and comfortable with
helpful, friendly staff.

From the ferry landing, Gros Morne
National Park is an easy and scenic
180-mile drive. On the way, you'll begin
to catch the flavor of Newfoundland —
soft humps of mist-covered mountains,
stretches of flat, treeless marsh,
glimpses of glittering sea. That is, if it's
not raining or foggy or so windy that the
infamous Wreckhouse section of the
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AND LIVELY VIL{.AGES
Gros Morne is the second-largest
Canadian National Park and a UNESCO
World Heritage Site because of its “ex-
ceptional natural beauty” and because
it has some of the oldest exposed rock
in the world. You won't necessarily find
gems but you will find ancient stone
formed in the depths of the earth and
heaved to its surface eons ago.

To begin our tour of the park,
my daughter, Julia, and | camped at
several of the smaller campgrounds in
Lomond, Trout River, Green Point and

| nearby Whlle the campgrounds have

hot showers, dump stations, and even
Wi-Fi at some locations, they don’t have
hookups. Also, some of them (notably
Trout River] may be difficult for large
rigs to get into. Private campgrounds
with more amenities also operate in the
park. Your best bets might be the KOA
or the Good Sam Park near the visitor
center.

Don’t miss the short guided hike
into the Tablelands, a barren mountain-
ous area that contrasts starkly with
the forested hills all around. This is the
raised floor of an ancient seabed that

orthern Peninsula

Deep, blue and pristine, Western Brook Pond in Gros Morne National Park is a freshwater
fjord that was carved deeply into the Long Range Mountains by ancient glaciers. (Above right)
The 6-mile hike to Baker’s Brook Falls winds through gently rolling forestland and ends in a
stair-step series of waterfalls. (Right) Lomond River Campground overlooking Bonne Bay at
the southern end of Gros Morne National Park is one of the national park campgrounds that
are uncrowded even in the peak season. And you sure can’t beat the view!
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~ Newfoundland's Viking Trail

was pinched between tectonic plates some 500 million years ago.

Hiking opportunities in the park range from a pleasant
stroll along the seashore to the iconic and strenuous Gros
Morne Mountain Trail. Visit the Discovery Center near Woody
Point and the visitor center in the middle of the park for great
interpretive information about what you're looking at.

A spectacular experience is the boat tour through
Western Brook Pond. The pond is really a deep freshwater
fjord that fills a glacier-carved valley. The views are spectacu-
lar — steep walls of forested rock rise from deep blue water,
punctuated at times with crystal waterfalls (Pissing Mare
Falls being the most colorfully named). | elbowed my way to
the bow of the crowded boat and stood slack-jawed as we
entered the mouth of the pond and slowly motored to its end,

RV Camping

From national and provincial parks to privately owned RV
parks, there are plenty of places to camp along Newfound-
land’s Viking Trail.

NATIONAL PARK

Gros Morne National Park

709-458-2417, www.grosmorne.info@pc.gc.ca

e Berry Hill Campground, Rocky Harbour

e Green Point Campground, Green Point

e Lomond Campground, Lomond

e Shallow Bay Campground, Cow Head

e Trout River Campground, Trout River

PROVINCIAL PARKS

877-214-2267, www.nlcamping.ca

e Pistolet Bay Provincial Park Campground, Raleigh

e J.T. Cheeseman Provincial Park Campground, Cape Ray
RV PARKS

* Gros Morne/Norris Point KOA Kampground, Rocky Harbour
800-562-3441, www.grosmorne.com/koa

e GrosMorne RV Park and Campground, Rocky Harbour
877-488-3133, www.grosmornervcampground.com
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only grudgingly giving up my place to Julia so she could take
photographs.

In addition to its natural wonders, Newfoundland has a
rich cultural heritage. The fishing villages that are scattered
along the coast are lively, historic and fun to explore. Good
no-frills restaurants feature fresh local cuisine, such as
lobster, cod, haddock and moose. You might catch a band
performing local Newfie tunes or see a theatrical perfor-
mance at the summer-long Gros Morne Theater Festival in
Cow Head, Norris Point or Rocky Harbour.

NORTH ON THE VIKING TRAIL

North of Gros Morne, the Viking Trail continues to the
northern tip of the peninsula. It's a pleasant one-day
excursion, even for a wimpy driver like me. You'll wind along
the coast between the Long Range Mountains to the east and
fishing villages tucked away in coves. You'll see lobster traps
piled along the highway and fishing shanties by the water’s
edge. Stacks of firewood collected the previous winter on
rough wooden sleighs are stacked and ready for cold weather.

Costumed interpreters take you back to the time of the Vikings at
L’Anse aux Meadows. This is the only authenticated landing site
of Leif Eriksson in North America, and Parks Canada has done an
amazing job of re-creating the daily life of Norse seamen.



(Above from Left) A lucky caribou sighting on the Lomond River Trail. This big moose was
peacefully grazing along the roadside. With about 150,000 moose on the island, this habit can
be particularly hazardous for drivers.

L'Anse aux

Meadows St Anthony

4 L T
ol VIKING TRAIL

Gros Morne 4
National /8
Park p

“Ditch gardens” — lovingly fenced and
tended plots beside the road — are
mostly planted in potatoes and hardy
root vegetables.

We reached Pistolet Bay Provincial
Park, another lovely campground
without hookups, at the end of a
relaxing and delightful travel day.

The park is located near LAnse aux
Meadows, the World Heritage Site on
the north end of the Viking Trail.

L'Anse aux Meadows (pronounced
Lahns O'Meadows by the locals) is
where Leif Eriksson landed in A.D. 1000
— the only such authentic landing site
in North America. Today, LAnse aux
Meadows is a tiny village of about 25
residents — a cluster of fragile homes
on the shore of a watery moonscape
where snow can drift up to 30 feet in
winter. What remains of the Viking
structures are small, unlikely looking
humps in the peaty marsh. Clayton
Colbourne, our guide, remembers
playing on the mounds as a child.
Villagers thought they'd been made by
ancient native tribes.

When an international team of ar-
cheologists unearthed tiny artifacts that

@
were unmistakably Norse — a needle

for making hats, a soapstone spindle, a
characteristic pin used for cloaks — this
forgotten part of the world suddenly
made international news.

It is thought that Norsemen roamed
throughout the region in search of
materials they couldn’t get in barren
Greenland — furs, wood for making
boats, grapes for making wine. LAnse
aux Meadows was a temporary
settlement — a place to restock and
repair the boats. Sails were mended
here, and iron nails were smelted. (“One
hundred nails makes the difference
between getting home —
or not,” Colbourne told us.)

In 1978, Parks Canada recreated
several structures as they would
have looked 1,000 years ago. With
thick peat-moss walls, a sod roof and
a fire, the dwellings are warm and
cozy. Costumed interpreters were so
convincing that we felt like time travelers
eavesdropping from the future.

In the days following our visit to the
Norse Village, we explored the equally
timeless villages along the coast. They
hunker low along the water, from

Port aux Basques

},
If You G

Norstead Viking Village

Two miles from the UNESCO site at LAnse
aux Meadows, a nonprofit organization
has recreated an authentic Norse village.
Intended as a complement to the historic
site, Norstead offers a lively sense of daily
life in Viking times with costumed actors,
reenactments of games and battles,
fireside tales and the Snorri, a 54-foot
Norse boat.

877-620-2828, www.norstead.com

Grenfell Historic Properties

This museum near the northern tip of

the peninsula presents the heroic life of
Sir Wilfred Grenfell and his wife, Anne.
Grenfell was a physician trained in England
who dedicated his life to serving the des-
perately poor fishing communities along
the coasts of Newfoundland and Labrador.
The city of St. Anthony is still a regional
center for medical care.

709-454-4010
www.grenfell-properties.com

Dark Tickle Company

Located in St. Lunaire-Griquet on the
road to LAnse aux Meadows, this is the
only place on the island where you'll find
jams and spreads made from all the local
wild berries: bakeapple, squashberry and
crowberry, to name a few. The company
also features high-quality crafts made in
Newfoundland.

709-623-2354, www.darktickle.com

A scenic and easy drive bookended by two remar! able UNESCO World

Heritage sites — Gros Morne National Park and L’Anse aux Meadows.
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Newfoundland's Viking Crail

which people still derive their livelihood.

A slight scent of wood smoke hovers
in the air, even on this August day. If
you overhear conversation among the

locals, you will not be able to understand
them, so thick is the dialect. If you ask a

question, they speak to you slowly and

distinctly as though you were a child.
Several days later, we left that tip

of the world, this time heading south

to catch the ferry. On our last night

in Newfoundland, we camped at J.T.

Cheeseman Provincial Park, and | hiked

through the marsh to the seashore.

Autumn was creeping over the land, and
rain and sun were duking it out behind
the clouds. | was leaving Newfoundland,

and | was going to miss this place of
eerie beauty.

“There’s a feeling of the spirit world

here — very, very strong,” said David

Blackwood, a renowned artist who was
raised in a Newfoundland “outport.” We

had felt it, too.

The next day, Julia and | boarded the

ferry for the long trip home. @&

Northwood Mfg., Circle 130 on Reader Service Card
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TRAVELING BY FERRY

Given fair winds and a
warm day, it's quite
possible that the ferry
crossing from North
Sydney, Nova Scotia,
to Port aux Basques,
Newfoundland, will be
one of the most pleasant
memories of your trip.
Marine Atlantic runs an
efficient, state-of-the-art
fleet that offers travelers
everything from two- to
four-person private cabins
to a comfortable lounge,
several dining options and
onboard entertainment.
Make a reservation
well in advance, especially
if you want to reserve a
cabin. Calling as early
as March or April for the
busy summer season is

recommended

Know the length of
your RV, from the front
bumper of your tow
vehicle to the rear of the
trailer. Charges are based
on length, but there are no
size or weight limitations.

You must be in line
for check-in at least
two hours before the
scheduled sailing. If you
arrive late, your reserva-
tion may not be honored.

All passengers will be
asked for an official photo
ID — adriver’s license or
passport.

Once the ferry is
underway, no one is
allowed back on the
vehicle deck for any
reason, according to

WolfCreek ~ Fox Mountain ~ Arctic Fox Silver Fox Edition 5th Wheel ~ Arctic Fox Camper
Snow River ~ Desert Fox ~ Nash ~ Arctic Fox Classic ~ Arctic Fox Silver Fox Edition

SR

Canadian law. Be sure to
bring everything you need
when you leave your RV.

Pets are allowed on
the ferry, but they must
either stay in your vehicle
or in a travel crate that
you provide. Marine
Atlantic has a kennel for
crated pets.

While the crossing
usually takes six to eight
hours, it can take longer
in rough weather, or a
crossing may be canceled.
Call for up-to-the-minute
information.
800-341-7981
marine-atlantic.ca

n;thwbndmfg.cqm

g1




TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE COMPETITIVE RATES!
PURCHASE OR REFINANCE your RV with APRs" as low as 4.35%"

4 35 APR _&_ 4 79APR

on loan amounts of on loan amounts of

50K+ >25k->49.999

Rates are accurate as of March 25, 2014. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. See website for current rates and terms, including for loan amounts below $25,000.

Now is the time...

Purchase a new or pre-owned RV or refinance your
existing RV loan with competitive rates. Good Sam
Finance Center has experienced RV associates ready to
provide fast, convenient, and flexible service to make the
process hassle-free so you can focus on enjoying your RV.

Thinking of Purchasing...

Did you know that Good Sam Finance Center offers
financing for private party and dealer purchases?
Whether you are purchasing an RV from your neighbor
or dealer down the street or across country, we have the
RV financing you may need.

Thinking of Refinancing...

If youd like to take advantage of the current interest
rates and the potential to reduce your monthly
payments, refinancing your existing RV loan may make
financial sense - get the ball rolling today!

Are you a Full-Timer?

Good Sam Finance Center offers financing for the
perfect RV to call home. Contact us for rates and
terms for full-timer financing.

1-800-444-1476

mention priority code 530

GoodSamRVLoans.com/530 ]

RV Loans

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. Loans not available in all states.
Minimum loan amount may vary by state.

** APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be
2004 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 2006 model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being
established per NADA Used Wholesale Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Information is accurate as of March 25, 2014. This
offer is not available to applicants who use their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer); visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms. Financing provided through Good Sam Finance Center.
© 2014 Good Sam Finance Center. GRL31154 - 0314

@EQUAL HOUSING LENDER



trolling down Sherman Avenue, in
Sthe heart of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho,

it's impossible to miss Mudgy, the
moose statue. Towering conifer forests
surrounding Coeur d’Alene and the rest
of the ldaho Panhandle contain one of
the densest moose populations in the
United States, with up to 1.5 moose per
square mile. Mudgy is not one of them.
He’s a bronze statue of a children’s
storybook character created by Susan
Hagan Nipp, a longtime resident of
Coeur d’Alene who's known nationally
for creating the popular Wee Sing CDs,
a music staple among the nursery-
school crowd.

Mudgy’s friendly mug welcomes
youngsters and those still young at
heart who've come to enjoy themselves
at this Idaho playground. In addition to
Nipp, Academy Award-winning actress
Patty Duke and NYPD Blue actor Dennis

camping by its sandy beach.
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[Above] Blackwell Island RV Park, at the mouth of the Spokane River, offers lakefront

HEART OF
NORTH IDAHO

Dozens of lakes, miles of forest and numerous trails surround
Coeur d'Alene, the Panhandle’s outdoor playground

Franz live in Coeur d’Alene, along with
some 44,000 other people. Former
Denver Broncos quarterback John
Elway and NHL hockey legend Wayne
Gretzky have summer homes here, too,
a testament to the lake city’s appeal.

This late-19th-century mining and
timbering hub is now one of the more
popular vacation destinations in the
Pacific Northwest, and for good reason.
It offers something for everyone. You
can immerse yourself in most water-
sports, take a cruise around the lake,
hike or bike the many miles of paved
and unpaved trails, play golf, explore
historic sites, take a scenic drive, dine
and shop at any of a number of cute
restaurants and boutiques, or simply
soak up the sun on the immaculately
maintained public beach. Coeur d’Alene
is a classy water resort and mountain
resortallin one.

The public beach at City
Park in the heart of

Coeur d’Alene attracts
sunbathers and swimmers
on a hot summer day.




THE CITY

Located 30 miles east of Spokane,
Washington, Coeur d’Alene is the seat
of Kootenai County and second largest
metropolitan area in the state, after
Boise, though it hardly feels like a city
in the urban jungle sense. It exudes

all the relaxing, carefree essence of

a consummate vacation destination.
Perhaps that’s why Barbara Walters
once called Coeur d’Alene “a little slice
of heaven” and included it on her list of
most fascinating places to visit.

Coeur d’Alene is named after the
Coeur d’Alene tribe of Native Americans
who lived in the region prior to the
arrival of French-Canadian fur traders
in the late-18th century. The Coeur
d’Alene people resided in 16 villages

along the Spokane and St. Joe rivers
near Lake Coeur d’Alene and Hayden
Lake. They traded extensively and had
close social ties to other inland tribes
throughout the Northwest.

The popular meaning of the name
Coeur d’Alene comes from the French

language and means “heart of an awl.”

An awl is a sharp, pointed tool used to
make holes in leather, wood and other
materials. The term likely refers to the
Coeur d’Alene tribe’s reputation for
sharp-hearted or shrewd fur-trading
practices. However, some believe

the name of the city and the lake is
based on an alternate translation, “eye
of the needle,” which refers to the
place where the lake narrows into the
Spokane River.

article and photos by Lisa Densmore

One of those fur traders was David
Thompson of the North West Company,
an accomplished cartographer from the
late-1700s through the mid-1800s who
mapped more than 1.5 million square
miles of U.S. and Canadian territory,
including the area around Coeur
d'Alene, in an attempt to open a trade
route and trading posts through the
northern interior to the Pacific Ocean.
In 1809, he established the Kullyspell
House, a trading post at nearby Lake
Pend Oreille.

In 1853, Pierre-Jean De Smet,

a Belgian Jesuit priest, established
Cataldo Mission on the Coeur d’Alene
River, the oldest standing building

in Idaho today. Shortly after that, the
military constructed the 624-mile
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THE UDDS OF A BREAKDOWN
 EVERY YEAR YOU OWN YOUR RV
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GOOD SAM EXTENDED SERVICE PLANS FEATURE:
We pay for your repairs — at any repair facility  Flexible payment options
Multiple Deductible Options e Rates are locked in from 3-7 years on new policies

The backing of Good Sam —100% satisfaction guarantee

CALL OR CLICK FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
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I (3) Good Sam [

100% INSURED BY AN A+ RATED INSURER AND AVAILABLE IN ALL 50 STATES! Exi'ended SerVice Plun
MBI

[Good Sam Extended Service Plan is available to U.S. residents only, and was designed by and for the Good Sam Club by Affinity Brokerage, LLC. All program benefits are subject
to limitations set forth in the current terms and conditions. To qualify for coverage cars, trucks, and SUVs must be 15 years old or newer with less than 100,000 miles. @ 2014,
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HEART OF NORTH IDAHO

The Coeur d’Alene Resort tempts gdlfers with'its signature floating green and other
lakeside amenities including a spa, lake cruises and stand-up paddleboard rentals.

Mullen Road, close to where Interstate
90 is today, connecting Fort Benton,
Montana, to Fort Walla Walla,
Washington. The military also built Fort
Sherman at the outlet of Lake Coeur
d’Alene to protect the road. Today,
North Idaho College is located on the
site of the fort, and you can see a replica
of the fort’s gate there.

It wasn’'t until the discovery of gold
in 1883 that the area saw the first real
influx of civilians. A town grew around
the fort, with mining as its economic
basis. The gold claim proved minor, but
subsequent discoveries of silver, lead
and zinc created a boom augmented
by the arrival of the Northern Pacific
Transcontinental Railroad. Beginning in
1886, mine workers could travel by rail
to Coeur d’Alene, then by stern-wheeler
— a steamboat with the paddlewheel on
the back — up the river to the Cataldo
Mission, and then by narrow-gauge
rail to the mines. Likewise, the trains
and stern-wheelers transported ore
to Coeur d’Alene and eventually to
smelters in the East. The introduction
of these rear-powered steamboats also

» Did You Know?

gave the area its first tourist activity,
cruising the lake.

THE FOREST

By the turn of the 20th century, as
mining waned, the timber industry
became the town’s economic lifeline.
For the next 20 years, millions of

logs floated down local rivers to Lake
Coeur d'Alene and then to the region’s
sawmills. Eventually, the logging boom
ended, though today boaters on the
lake have periodic reminders of the
era when a sizable log will unexpect-
edly float to the surface after resting
for decades on the bottom of the lake.
Coeur d’Alene is now headquarters for
the Idaho Panhandle National Forests.
The USDA Forest Service’s nursery
grows 20 million evergreen seedlings
annually to replace trees harvested

from various national and state forests.

THE LAKE

The city of Coeur d’'Alene is located on
the north end of its namesake lake. This
large body of water runs 25 miles long
and 1 to 3 miles wide for much of its

RV PARKS

Bear Creek Campground

Location: Near Mineral Ridge Scenic
Trail in the Idaho Panhandle National
Forests

While not lakeside camping, this small
USDA Forest Service campground
offers creekside campsites with lots

of space and trees between them —
perfect for those who like privacy and
quiet. No fee and no reservations.

Bear Creek and many of the Panhan-
dle’s other Forest Service campgrounds
offer sites that are suitable for RVs, but
always check beforehand for size limits.
208-765-7233, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf

Beauty Creek Campground

Location: 11 miles east of Couer d’Alene
Another USDA Forest Service
campground, this small, remote
location has 20 campsites, paved roads
and potable water. It's near the Beauty
Bay boat launch on Lake Coeur d’Alene.
208-765-7233, www.recreation.gov

Blackwell Island RV Park

Location: Mouth of the Spokane River,
end of Lake Coeur d’'Alene

Full hookups, free Wi-Fi, private beach,
dock, laundry and walking distance

to Cedar’s Floating Restaurant. This
182-site full-service RV resort is close
to all of the action in town. Book early
because this is a popular spot.
888-571-2900, www.idahorvpark.com

Wolf Lodge RV Park

Location: 8 miles east of Lake Coeur
d’Alene

A pet-friendly RV resort offering full
hookups and a camp store, along

with nightly group campfires, free
Wi-Fi, bike and canoe rentals, laundry
facilities, volleyball and other resort
amenities. No cable TV, but satellite
works well if you have it. It's not on the
lake, though you can swim and fish in
the creek on the property.
208-664-2812
www.wolflodgecampground.com

¢ Each June, Coeur d’Alene hosts Car d’Lane, a weekend-long pre-1970s car and truck show,
June 13 and 14 this year.
¢ The 14th hole of Coeur d’Alene Resort’s golf course is the world’s only movable floating green.
It measures 15,000 square feet, weighs nearly 5 million pounds and can be moved on the water’s
surface by cables attached to the lake bottom from 75 to 175 yards from shore.

¢ Coeur d’Alene is listed in the bestseller 1,000 Places to See Before You Die, by Patricia Schultz.

« Silverwood, 15 minutes north of Coeur d’Alene, is the largest theme park in the Northwest with
more than 70 rides and attractions, including four roller coasters.
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length, with an average depth of 120 feet.
It's fed primarily by the Coeur d’Alene
and St. Joe rivers on the southern end

of the lake and flows into the Spokane
River near the city. With 50 square miles
of water and 100-plus miles of shoreline,
the lake has plenty of room for just about
any water-based activity, even at the
peak of the summer season.

Lake Coeur d’Alene has a split
personality as a rockin’ beach resort at
its northern end and a more peaceful,
less developed mountain lake at its
southern end. Several trailer-friendly
campgrounds are tucked into the area
around Wolf Lodge Bay, east of the city,
and near Idaho Route 97 where long
stretches of the lake are uninhabited.
Anglers tuck into quiet bays to cast for
pike and muskie, and bird watchers
frequently spot bald eagles and osprey
lifting small fish with their sharp talons
from the water’s surface.

The northern part of the lake,
around City Beach in Coeur d’Alene,
is where the action is. At dawn, it's

(Above) The 3.3-mile Mineral Ridge National
Recreation Trail leads to beautiful views of
the lake. (Right) Osprey are among the many
raptors, songbirds and waterfowl commonly
seen along the birding trail by Cougar Bay
and elsewhere on Lake Coeur d’Alene.

common to see a posse of paddle-
boarders testing their skills on the
glassy bay. Soon water-skiers and
wakeboarders whiz by, zigzagging
side to side behind racy motorboats.

Makeover your RV bathroom now with a brand new
Thetford toilet and receive a special $25 rebate!

Offer valid May 1 - Sept. 7, 2014.




Jet Skis dart here and there, jumping
ever-growing waves. By noon, para-
sailers pulled by similar powerboats
climb into the air for a bird’s-eye view
of the activity. A seaplane revs up and
takes off, giving its passengers an even
higher, wider view of the lake. And by
late afternoon, a crowd of 150 boards
the Spirit of Coeur d’Alene or one of her
sister vessels for a sightseeing cruise.

THE SCENIC BYWAY

There’s much to do and see on land

as well, beginning with a drive on the
Lake Coeur d’Alene Scenic Byway
(Idaho Route 97). From its junction with
Interstate 90, this winding two-lane
road travels 35.8 miles down the
eastern shoreline of the lake, over hills,
through woodlands and past the historic
town of Harrison, then ends at the
junction with Idaho Route 3. In addition
to the stunning scenery and wildlife
viewing, the byway’s eight designated
interpretive sites ground you in the
area’s human and natural history.

COLEUR D'ALENE

Coeur d’Alene Cellars: This winery
has a swanky tasting room where
visitors can sample a number of local
award-winning wines while listening
to live music.

www.cdacellars.com

Coeur d’Alene Chocolates: Fresh local
chocolates, truffles and other confec-
tions handmade in small batches are
guaranteed to satisfy even the savviest
gourmet sweet tooth.
www.cdachocolates.com

Museum of North Idaho: Located

in City Park, this cultural repository
includes artifacts, visual displays and
information on the local native people,
the region’s mining and timbering
heritage, and recreational, religious
and economic pursuits in the area.
WWW.museumni.org

Aqua-Mai®
Stylell ’
B = —h i - .J
JETFE RL

Bravura® _

ROW Adventure Center: A one-stop
shop for raft, kayak, bike and paddle-
board rentals, as well as fully outfitted
tours and lessons for these activities
and guided fly-fishing excursions.
www.rowadventurecenter.com

Shenanigan’s Toy Emporium: A toy
store that thinks it's a museum, this
Sherman Avenue shop stocks pedal
cars, planes, trains and other nostalgic
playthings from a bygone era.
www.shenaniganstoyemporium.info

Tony’s Supper Club: A cozy Italian
restaurant located at the water’'s edge
next to the Centennial Bike Trail, so you
can get there by boat, bike, car or foot.
www.tonysonthelake.com

For more information:
Coeur d'Alene Convention and Visitors
Bureau, www.coeurdalene.org

Mfr. mail-in

REBATE!

on select toilets

—

Aria® Deluxe I
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THE TRAILS

For those more inclined to see the
scenery on foot or by bicycle, Coeur
d'Alene is bike-path heaven. Six

rail trails ribbon through the area,
including the Hiawatha Trail, the Atlas
Bike Trail, the Cherry Hill BMX Trail
and the Spokane Centennial Trail.
However, it's a toss-up between the
Trail of the Coeur d’Alenes and the
North Idaho Centennial Trail as to the
best route of the bunch.

In 2012, the Rails to Trails Con-
servancy named the Trail of the Coeur
d’Alenes among the top 25 rail trails in
America. This 10-foot-wide, 72-mile-
long paved path between Mullen and
Plummer, Idaho, follows the Coeur
d’Alene River through Harrison, passing
through Heyburn and Old Mission state
parks. In addition to welcoming hikers,
bicyclists and in-line skaters, the trail is
wheelchair-accessible and pet-friendly.

The North Idaho Centennial Trail is
a 24-mile multiuse corridor from the
Idaho-Washington border to Higgins

You upgraded your phone, your
television, your truck ...

The annual Coeur d’Alene triathlon, nicknamed “the scenic challenge,” starts and ends at the
City Park beach each August.
|

Point, 6 miles east of Coeur d’'Alene.

It travels down the east side of the

lake and along the Spokane River,

then connects with the Spokane River
Centennial Trail. The trail in the vicinity
of the beach is busy with joggers,
bicyclists, dog walkers, strollers, skate-
boarders and in-line skaters, but the
farther you travel from the resort, the
less populated it becomes.
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www.BrakinginSight.com

THE WAY YOU TOW

with the Flex-Mount™ Brake Control ...

Interestingly, if someone is traveling
point-to-point along one of the rail
trails in the Coeur d'Alene area, they
typically head toward the city, which
makes sense. Why would you want to
leave a place that has so many outdoor
recreational opportunities? Maybe the
historians got it wrong. Perhaps the
real translation of Coeur d’Alene is not
“heart of the awl” but “heart of it all.” &

IT'S SAFER

INSIGHT

Flex-Mount™ Brake Control




CAMPING WORLD RV SALES

RED HOT 2%
NOW THRU jE MTH . Rv SALE

stk #savasor26 NEW 2014 Coleman

COLEMAN cTsuarp

MSRP $15,044 SAVE $2,049

=8 12995 .MM vo-

E Based on 10% down @ 5.50% APR for 144 mos.

stk #sTragasi3 NEW 2014 Crossroads

ZINGER 29rk

MSRP $33457 SAVE $10,607

522,8 50*011 SII 9 5/Mo."""

Based on 10% down @ 5.50% APR for 144 mos.

stk. #kcsa99s1 NEW 2014 Jayco

EAGLE 285RrLTS

MSRP $48.029 SAVE S11.034

536,99 S*OR 5263/M0.M

Based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 180 mos.

T ASK HOW YOU CAN UPGRADE TO Good Sam ELITE

866-9-RV-CENTER | CWRVS.com
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HOT DEALS!

YOUR CHOICE—
ONE LOW PRICE_'

T

19 x 147" platform with
gripper strips CLUB SALE

57197

Reg. $95.59 _ DS
‘ Aluminum Folding voun CHOICE' CLUB SALE ﬂqua : = &N
Step #38293 9 " = !
Legs lock in 2 positions €3, Reg. $14.99 ea. "-‘%,“z"u,. =
for 3" or 8" step height. Thetford All-Season Aqua-Kem®
Ship, We. 5:1bs: Six 8 oz. Bottles #4160 -
Liquefies waste and breaks down tissue fast to prevent clogging. 8 oz./40 gal.
tank. Contains formaldehyde. | Ship Wt. 4 [bs.
Toss-Ins, 12-Pack #27121
Dissolve fast to deliver deodorizing power and cleaning action. | Ship Wt.11b.
Height
w3 YOUR CHOICE—
wwe ,
3001b, o
capacity g YOUR CHOICE!
i I.E CLUB SALE
Contoured frame for B A
E.ua SALig lower back support s s 597
Fullback Padded Bag Chair #69326 :;;:;“:;;;‘:’5'“ Grnite Reg. $8.99 ea.
- " x 18" RV Wash & Wax, 32 oz, #21243 Cleaner, 31 oz. Spray #21250
right armrest and magnetic 26" x 18" tabletop. | W% 515 9 : iz e doa e
pouch in left armrest. Ship Wt. 2 Ibs. ea.

w5259 |@ CLUB SALE

CLUB SALE - - 2 for 51899
524997 i g 'l9 ea.

Reg. $299.99 Charcoal #58707  Desert Clay #32516

Dometic® Portable Stainless Sage *-"34314 Brown #69367
Steel Ice Maker #55033 Ship Wt. 4 [bs. ea.

Makes 12 cubes in 14 minutes! e n m
Clay

LED touchpad controls.

INSTALLATION!

sws WELL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S
INSTALLED PRICE oRrIT’S FREEI

“For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/39install

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.857.6625 | CampingWorld.com




cLus MEmBers SAVE o 35%

ON GRILLS & GRILLING ACCESSORIES! CAMPING
WORLD

Sale Prices Expire May 26, 2014

8,500 BTUs

- ; / ¢ /
Includes 452 sq. in. plated 168 sq. he?.t-nmsta nt, 4 .
porcelain-coated . .
! 3 al) /
T

steel wire cooking grate
steel grates

CLUB SALE

.'IIFI‘

P h::F 0 3
* legs locked in pla
RN o o

CLUB SALE

Portable Fire Bowl #49099 Reg. $94.49 SI 7999 :

Portable steel fireplace/grill. Burns wood logs or charcoal. Includes bonus
cooking grate and screen/grate lifter. | ™% 518 59 Reg $189.99 £ 4
" ¥ o

Includes 10'
low pressure
quick connect hose

Coleman® NXT Voyager™ Grill #69323
Compact tabletop grill connects to your RV's onboard propane system.

BUY ONE l Innovative Eventemp™ burner with heat core radiates heat equally across
GET ONE ® the grill. InstaStart™ matchless lighting. Removable grease tray for easy
clean-up. Latching lid for secure transport. Uses NXT griddle and stove

CLUB SALE grate (both sold separately) for more cooking options. 14"W x 11"H x 18D.

" 51 59
544911«;.54.99 e

Extension Fork #69044 e
Metal fork extends from 21" to 30'4". | Ship Wt. /1 |b. ea. i %
BUY ONE FREE' CLUB SALE
®

GET ONE 29 §
CLUB SALE N $6 Reg. $7.29 a.

S 8%?
Reg. $9.99 ) Felt Back Tablecloth, Summer Fun,

Mesh Food Cover >4 . 81" x 53" 469115 | Ship W 11b.
_ .& s

#26260/869241 O Fun RV Tablecloth, 96" x 53" #69217
Ship Wt. 2 Ibs. ea. T Club SALE $7.99 Reg. 58.99 | Ship Wt. 2 Ibs.

g THURSDAY, MAY 15™ - SUNDAY, MAY 18™
FREE cOLORING BOOKS | 4-DAY ONLY
& CRAYONS FORKIDS! | DOORBUSTERS!

Sponsored By

PLUS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MAY 16™-17™

FREE SEMINAR! .
WHICH GRILL 1S RIGHT FOR YOU? 10am
RECEIVE A FREE EXTENSION LIGHTER
WHEN YOU ATTEND! (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!)

. S, NOW THROUGH MAY 2
RIS T WIn o
ULTIMATE GRILL PACKAGE!

Visit any Camping World SuperCenter nationwide or
go to CampingWorld.com/GrillPackage to enter and
for complete details and rules.

FREE HOT DOG LUNCH! nam-1pm

VISIT YOUR LOCAL SUPERCENTER FOR MORE!

Mo purchase nec

CADGNCS

W Product Protection Plan avatable To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL



article and photos by Ron and Eva Stob
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TAKE A SPIN ON A BICYCLE FROM MARYIAND TO WAS

or years we've been traveling

America’s canals by boat. What

would it be like, we wondered, to

travel along the historic Chesapeake

and Ohio Canal by truck and trailer
and experience this heritage waterway
intimately by bicycle?

For those unfamiliar with the C&0
Canal, the waterway was a dream of George
Washington, who envisioned connecting the
eastern states with the western frontier.
Upon completion in 1850, the 6-foot-deep,
12-foot-wide canal and adjacent towpath
stretched from Georgetown in Washington,
D.C., to Cumberland, Maryland. Seven dams
on the Potomac River watered the canal
through diversion channels.

The ultimate goal was to connect to
the Ohio River in Pittsburgh via the Yough-
iogheny and Monongahela rivers, but that
section was never completed because the
B&O0 Railroad began its northwest thrust
at the same time. In 1850 the passage of
185 miles through 75 locks pulled by mule
teams took five days going day and night to
reach Cumberland; by rail it took five hours.

Even before the C&0 Canal reached
Cumberland, it experienced a slow and
inevitable decline and eventually went
bankrupt. To prevent competition, the
railroad then bought all rights to the
waterway. In 1938 when the railroad also
fell on hard times, the federal government
exchanged the railroad’s tax debt for
the canal. The government then owned
something it didn't really need or want —
5,288 acres of a useless canal along the
unnavigable Potomac.

Nicknamed the Grand Old Ditch, the
canal sat abandoned for 30 years, gradually

484 TRAILERLIFE June 2014 . o \ )
r

e"'r | "'.}“

filling in. Various proposals were floated,
including a highway, but in 1954 U.S.

Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas ST

envisioned a hiker’s parkway using the
old towpath. To promote his idea, Douglas
walked from Cumberland to Georgetown,
accompanied by a cadre of friends and a
reporter from the Washington Post.

The story raised public interest, and
the government made the C&0 Canal
a national monument in 1961, then a
national historical park 10 years later.

In 1972 the National Park Service began

buying additional acreage to buffer the v
canal. Instead of a 5,000-acre linear park,

the C&0 Canal became part of a 20,000-

acre greenway, with a few canal sections
watered for use by canoes and kayaks. 3
Today it's one of the most popular national
historical parks that had nearly 5 million
visitors in 2013. I

Our goal was to cycle significant
portions of the towpath, camping as close to
it as we could. Both our fifth-wheel trailer
and our truck are equipped with hitch
receivers into which we insert our bicycle
rack. When we leave the trailer behind at a
campground, we remove the bikes, insert
the rack into the truck’s receiver, place the
bikes back on the rack and go.

For the best sightseeing, we selected
major cultural attributes to cycle to,
including aqueducts that carry the canal
over intervening streams and creeks, river
dams, tunnels, locks and lockhouses,
some of which now serve as overnight
lodgings for travelers. Tent campgrounds
dapple the 185-mile park, and a few
drive-in camping areas can serve as
overnight stays for small RVs.
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Cyclists in Cumberland,
+ _ Maryland (right), can pedal , -
185 miles to/Georgetown, .
passing the Paw Paw Tunnel
(above) and stretches of the
watered canal [far right).
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(Top left) The shallow, fast-moving Potomac River near Harpers Ferry gives rafters
a few thrills. (Top right) Overlooking Green Ridge State Forest, you can see the
river snake its way toward Washington, D.C. (Far right) Looking downstream from a
Georgetown cross street shows the many locks in the first few miles of the canal.
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CUMBERLAND TO HANCOCK
From our home in Knoxville, Tennessee, we headed to an RV campground
in tiny Little Orleans, Maryland, about 50 miles south of Cumberland,

to stay two nights. Following an orientation at the national park’s
Cumberland Visitor Center, we drove Highway 51 south toward Lock 75
and put the bikes on the trail. The towpath is fine gravel, but at times it's

a bit bumpy. Our medium-size bicycle tires were perfect, but mountain
bikes, the rental agency’s choice, are also suitable.

Our ride took us to the Paw Paw Tunnel near mile 156, lined with 6
million bricks. The builders opted to blast through a mountain rather than
construct the canal around it, but it took 14 years (1836-1850) to build
this 3,118-foot-long shortcut using picks and shovels and a ton of black
powder. Eva tried walking through the tunnel without a flashlight but came
back after stumbling in the dark, clinging to the iron rail until she met the
light of day again.

Back in the truck, we left paved Highway 51 and picked up a rough
gravel road back to Little Orleans, stopping at scenic Point Lookout where
we had an eagle’s view of the serpentine Potomac gnawing its way through
Green Ridge State Forest and the Allegheny Mountains.

Before settling in for the night, we took a peek at Bill's Place, a notable
watering hole in Little Orleans. Bill's is a boozy place with dollar bills stuck
to the ceiling, a dining area and a modicum of canned goods. Cyclists and
hikers can find enough Vienna sausages, Little Debbie snacks, canned
beans and peanut butter to sustain them until the next provisioning stop.

A low railroad bridge from Bill's to the Fifteen Mile Creek camping area
precludes the passage of motorhomes and tall trailers, although this
Edenic spot is a perfect place for camper vans and pop-up trailers.

. Harpers Ferry, West

1%iVirginia, comes'into

“ view across the’
Potomac Riveron the

" towpath of the C&0.%
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The Hancock Visitor Center Hensley® Towing Systems are 5 =
at mile 125 is in the 1780 Bowles Guaranteed to —

House, adjacent to the towpath. We Eliminate Trailer Sway

walked down the towpath to the 1837 Call one of our Towing Specialists today

Tonoloway Creek Aqueduct, beyond . L
which are Locks 51 and 52 and the and ask which Hensley® is right for you.

skeletal remains of the accompanying
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parts are pastoral avenues of green
velvet with long alleys of empty =
waterway and parallel path. The
saplings of the 1800s have become
hulking trees that provide natural N LEY

drapery. The Potomac is placid and 300.410.6580 - www.HensleyMfy.com
serene here, with geese waddling in the
shallows. Paralleling the towpath is the
21-mile Western Maryland Rail Trail, a
paved bicycling and walking path along
the former rail route.
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FORT FREDERICK TO ANTIETAM
We spent the night at the campground
in Fort Frederick State Park. The
historic fort, circa 1756, is a peaceful
place within earshot of trains and only a

stone’s throw from the river. QUAL’TY RV AWN’NG

In the morning we cycled from the
fort to Locks 47 through 50 near a mule FABRICS & ACCESSORIES
barn where weary animals passed the AT UNBEATABLE PRICES!
winter. In the 1870s about 3,000 mules
worked the C&0, and the aptly named AWNING FABRICS
town of Four Locks supported two
general stores, two warehouses, a dry AWNING ACCESSORIES

dock, a post office and schools.

The Miles Gibson family was lodging
in Lockhouse 49 when we visited.
Staying there is a bit like dry camping.
There’s electricity but no running
water and a chemical toilet outside. A
washbasin sits in each bedroom, but
you have to bring your own water.

Next we made the drive to the Wil- ' (574) 584—345’

liamsport Visitor Center, situated in the ! .
old Cushwa Coal and Brick Company . : www.RVAwningsMart.com

warehouse. A large basin allowed the

SLIDE-OUT FABRICS

SUN-SHADES
AWNING MISTING
AWNING LED LIGHTS

RVawningsmart, Circle 106 on Reader Service Card
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Protect All
PRODUCTS |

“Easy To Use” “Best Resulis”
“Lasts Longer”

Protect All

Slide-Out Dry Lube
Protectant & Rust Inhibitor
+ Heavy-duty

* Industrial grade

+ Longer lasting protection

+ Displaces moisture

+ Resists dirt, sand, salt and road grime

Protect All
Slide-Out Rubber
Seal Treatment
* Extends seal life

* Reduces wear

« UV protection

+ Anti-static

+ Water repellent

New Bigger Can

6% WMore

Buy Protect All quality products at
RV Dealers & Camping World.
Code: TL614. Call (800) 322-4491

Read why RVer’s voted Protect All #1
.protectall.com

Protect All Inc., Circle 133 on Reader Service Card
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barges to line up, at times for 6 or 7
miles, waiting to unload coal coming
from Cumberland or to take on bricks,
grain and vegetables bound for the
Georgetown market. Many of the
brownstones of Georgetown originated
at the Cushwa brickworks.

Before heading to the Antietam
Creek Aqueduct section of the C&O0,
at mile 70, we drove through Antietam
National Battlefield, then stopped
along a section of roadway designated
an official national park camping area.
We put the bikes on the path there and
rode down to Lock 37, a 2%2-mile trip
each way.

Drive-in users with bikes cross the
towpath on footbridges to tent sites with
outdoor privies and water. We decided
that the invitation to rest also applied
to RV campers, so we paid our $10 fee,
fed the cat and ourselves, pulled in the
stairs and slept undisturbed.

HARPERS FERRY TO MONOCACY
The way to Harpers Ferry, West
Virginia, from Antietam Creek was a
tortuous two-lane road that wound
through the hills, past small homes
and beneath overhanging trees. We
were headed down to the towpath
when we spotted a yellow roadside
sign warning us of a 12-foot clearance.
Our trailer reaches 12 feet, 8 inches.

A National Park Service truck
pulled alongside us, and a mustached
face leaned out the window and
confirmed the clearance. The way
around was to backtrack, turn right,
then head right again over the hills and
through the woods past Grandma's
house to Highway 67. Another right
turn, then a half hour later we were
in Harpers Ferry.

Strategically positioned at the
confluence of the Shenandoah and
Potomac rivers, the town of Harpers
Ferry had a federal arsenal and was
the target for abolitionist John Brown
and his raiders in 1859. During the Civil
War, Harpers Ferry and its weapon-
making machinery shifted from Union
to Confederate possession and back
eight times, with the C&0 Canal and
the Potomac River becoming the de
facto scrimmage line.

CAMPING

NEAR THE CANAL

Maryland has a number of RV parks
along the C&O0 Canal, from state and
federal campgrounds with limited
amenities, to commercial RV parks
with full facilities.

PUBLIC CAMPGROUNDS
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal

National Historical Park
301-739-4200, www.nps.gov/choh
Three campgrounds allow small trailers
and motorhomes up to 20 feet to stay
with no hookups for $10 a night on a
first-come, first-served basis:

Fifteen Mile Creek Campground, Mile 140.9

McCoys Ferry Campground, Mile 110.4
Spring Gap Campground, Mile 173.3

Fort Frederick State Park
Campground, Big Pool
301-842-2155
www.reservations.dnr.state.md.us

RV PARKS

Brunswick Family Campground
Brunswick

301-695-5177
www.potomacrivercampground.com

Hagerstown/Antietam KOA
Williamsport

301-223-7571, www.koa.com/
campgrounds/hagerstown

Happy Hills Campground, Hancock
301-678-7760
www.happyhillscampground-md.net

Little Orleans Campground

Little Orleans

301-478-2325
www.littleorleanscampground.com

McMahon’s Mill, Williamsport
301-223-8778, www.mcmahonsmill.com

Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park
Camp-Resort at Hagerstown
301-223-7117, www.jellystonemaryland.com




We toured Harpers Ferry, then
walked the footbridge alongside the
railroad tracks and down a circular
staircase to the towpath, crowded with
cyclists. One couple was sucking air
and looking exhausted. They were part
of a British Columbia group that had
flown to Pittsburgh, rented bicycles
and were close to finishing the C&0
Canal Towpath after first completing
the 149-mile Great Allegheny Passage
to Cumberland. That day and the day
before, they'd ridden 64 miles and spent
eight hours in the saddle on rented
bikes. They said they were having a
good time. Ugh!

The Monocacy Aqueduct at
mile 42.2 has seven arches and
stretches 500 feet, the giant among
the 11 aqueducts along the C&0.

It's strikingly beautiful with its pink
quartzite stone. Even so, the Confeder-
ate army still tried to blow it up.

GREAT FALLS TO GEORGETOWN
Great Falls Tavern, built in 1828,
was a way station for travelers in the
early years but is now a museum with
displays and memorabilia. Walkways
and outlooks show the otherwise
placid Potomac as wild and savage, as
it cascades through steep rocks and a
narrow gorge.

We visited family in Alexandria,
Virginia, including 16-month old
Elena who had a “summer home” in a
screened two-wheeled trailer attached
to Daddy Alan’s bike, and finished
our C&O0 tour with them. We drove to
Fletcher's Boat House on the Potomac
and joined the many residents of the
D.C. area seeking water sports and
cycling activities.

Our group biked upstream to Lock
6, at mile 5.6, where the formal push for
the C&O0 began in 1828. The lockhouse
there has been refurbished and is open
for overnight guests. A Georgetown
family had checked in. This house has
all the modern conveniences: running
water, indoor toilet, electric stove,
dishwasher, refrigerator, two bedrooms
and rocking chairs on the side porch.

The visitor center at Georgetown is
located along the canal at mile 0.4 on
the ground floor of a brownstone. The

To end our journey, we walked
along Rock Creek to the Tidewater
Lock at Milepost 0 and the Potomac
River and imagined canalers from the
past unloading their wares. Years ago,
journalist Charles Kuralt called the C&0
“America’s loveliest failure” in one of his

canal in this section is dramatic, stepping
up and up through a flight of locks. In
one pool floated the Georgetown, the
canal boat formerly used for visitors
wishing to experience a canal ride
through the locks. The National Park
Service can't afford to restore it, and
private contributions aren't sufficient to
replace it, but mule-drawn boat tours
are available from the visitor center at
Great Falls Tavern.

On the Road news segments on CBS.
Failure or not, it is indeed lovely, a fasci-
nating history tour and a great adventure
for RVers with bicycles. &

: -‘E Corian.
YOUR HOUSE ON WHEELS MAY -
OUTDO YOUR HOUSE WITH THE ZIP CODE. b
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Upscale Downsizing

The TrailManor 2417KS Sport and 2014 Toyota Highlander make a practical, comfortable combination

n virtually every leisure activity, there are the cultists —

those individuals who live on the fringe of everyone else’s

reality, who base their choices not just on personal prefer-
ence but on a feature or trait that may, in fact, be the very
thing that is off-putting to others. In the world of travel trailers,
there are more than a few cults — the teardroppers, the
vintage trailer junkies — who would gladly forgo practicality
in favor of passion. In the equal yet opposite universe are the
folding-trailer fanatics who care not about a unit’s hist

-

or quirky appearance but delight in the minimalist nature
of their rigs. They've bee own to boast about such nerd-
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' i. TrailManor would like you to think so. Founded in 1983,

not hard to understand folding-trailer fervor. These units are
typically lightweight, can be pulled by the family vehicle and
parked in a driveway or garage. But despite the obvious ben-
efits, there are still many who aren’t impressed by folding
trailers for reasons that would appear insurmountable —
namely, setup time and canvas walls. Taking these two nega-
tives out of the equation, wouldn't it seem like you'd have the
perfect travel trailer?

e company built a reputation on its unique hard-wall col-
lapsible trailers that were designed to set up in two minutes

- e said “collapsible,” not “fo as
e esc] _h-. the




lengthwise as it is lifted up. Once the prescribed setup is com-
pleted, the TrailManor is as weatherproof and solid as any travel
trailer, yet it tows and stores like a tent trailer. With its unique
characteristics, theatrical setup and unusual appearance, the
TrailManor has created a cult following all its own.

One of TrailManor’s newest models is the 2417 Sport, so
named because its equivalent travel trailer size when open is 24
feet, and its length in the travel position is only 17 feet, 9 inches. It
is offered in three floorplans — the 2417KB (with a king bed and a
double bed), the 2417KS (king bed and a slideout living room with
a sofabed) and the 2417KD (king bed and a slideout dinette). For
our test, we obtained a 2417KS and matched it with a 2014 Toyota
Highlander Limited.

Try as the company might to distance its product from tent
trailers, there are similarities — for better or worse. For example,
while setup of the TrailManor is faster than a typical tent trailer
(especially for one person), it does require multiple steps, in the
correct order, to achieve success. Frequency of use and the qual-
ity of your memory will determine how quickly you can transform
this trailer from Trail to Manor. The abridged version is this:
Release the latches on and below the body of the trailer on each
side, after which torsion springs take over the heavy lifting. Pull
back and up on the front section, and it lifts easily into place; cor-
ner latches prevent side-to-side movement of the section. Repeat
the process for the rear section, pull the bed out, deploy the entry
door, and you're in. But you're not necessarily finished yet.

The slideout on the 2417KS (which actually emerges from the
front of the trailer, not the side] is deployed electronically with
the push of a button, like most travel trailers — but unlike them,
TrailManor cleverly fitted the switch with an interlock so children
can't accidentally deploy or retract the slide. That's important,
because if you forget to push one button, then the other, the slide
won't operate, leaving you to wonder if the battery is nonfunc-
tional. Once out, the slide dramatically increases floor space and
provides a very open and airy feeling — an effect that is further
enhanced by leaving the weather flaps open. We'll explain.

Because the TrailManor's top halves close over the bottom
half, there has to be a way to create a seal from the weather
once the trailer is fully open and the halves no longer overlap.
TrailManor’s solution is to fit the trailer with insulated flaps that
fasten with hook-and-loop material. Leave the flaps unfastened,
and the breeze is free to circulate throughout the trailer. In this

(Top to bottom) The front of the trailer features a sofabed and end
tables with leaves that extend the dining area. The 3-cubic-foot
refrigerator, two-burner stove and storage cabinet with a sink
provide adequate equipment for meal preparation; the beige
cabinet on the right is the bathroom enclosure. The king bed
offers plenty of room to spread out and is surrounded by windows.

Once the bottom latches are released, torsion springs help lift the front section into position. Repeat the process for
the rear section, then pull the king-size bed into place from underneath. After the door and frame are assembled, a
conveniently located switch just inside deploys the front slideout. Exterior foot stirrups assist with the closing procedure.
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way, TrailManor has effectively provided
users with a way to enjoy the most
positive aspect of tent-trailer camping
— without the cloth walls.

The living space is spartan but
homey. The front sofabed is comfortable
enough for sitting or sleeping and serves
double-duty as the dinette. Folding
tables deploy from either wall and fea-
ture extensions that join both tables for
three-across dining (four, if you're small).
There is some cabinet space above the
sofa, and the three windows around the
front of the trailer lend a cheery feel (the
front window is a $455 option).

Clever as TrailManor’s designers
may be, they can’'t make everything col-
lapsible, so the street-side refrigerator
is a waist-high 3-cubic-foot model, on
top of which is a small counter and two-
burner stove with a glass top. The side
of this cabinet houses the monitor panel
and 120-volt AC/cable outlets, but there
is no TV or obvious place to mount one
— you'll have to get creative here.

On the opposite side is a roomy stor-
age cabinet with plenty of counter space
and a stainless-steel sink with a folding
faucet and glass cover. The low counter
height takes some getting used to while
preparing meals and such, but those
who appreciate the versatile nature of
a trailer like this one shouldn’t be both-
ered by this.

The 2417KS is also equipped with
a wet bath and shower, located on the
street-side center of the trailer, which
takes just a few minutes to erect during
the setup process. The wall panels are
lifted up and latched into place, and the
rest of the trailer is shielded from water
spritzes by the shower curtain. The
area works well enough for its intended
purpose, but just keep in mind that the
gray-water capacity is only 13.5 gallons,
and the toilet is a 6-gallon cassette —
so use the facilities wisely.

All the way at the back of the unit is
a king-size bed surrounded by windows;
it's a great place to take an afternoon
snooze. The bed was firm but comfort-
able, and there’s more than enough
room here for two — in fact, you could
probably sleep two adults and a couple
of kids here, if you needed the room.

During our stay in the TrailManor,
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SPECIFICATIONS

2014 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER LIMITED

Fuel Economy, solo 25.8 mpg

Towing 17.7 mpg

0-60 mph, towing 16.5 sec.

40-60 mph, towing 7 sec.
3.5-L V-6

Engine
Horsepower 270 @ 6,200 rpm
248 b.-ft. @ 4,700 rpm

6-speed automatic

Torque

Transmission

Axle Ratio 4.15:1

Fuel Cap. 19.2 gal.

Tires P245/55R19

Suspension, Front Independent,

MacPherson strut

Suspension, Rear Trailing arm,

double wishbone
Four-wheel disc with ABS
5,000 lbs.

6,000 lbs.

9,780 lbs.

4,560 Lbs.

15" 11"

109.8"

$40,500

$42,990

3 years/36,000 miles

Brakes
Tow Rating
GVWR
GCWR
Weight, as tested
Length
Wheelbase
MSRP, base
MSRP, as tested
Basic Warranty

www.toyota.com
Circle 159 on Reader Service Card

TRAILMANOR 2417KS SPORT

Exterior Length 17° 9" [closed]
open

Exterior Width 71"

Exterior Height 5'7.5" [closed)
875.5" (open, without A/C unit)

Interior Width 7
Interior Height 6" 4"

Construction 2"x5" steel frame,

aluminum walls with polystyrene insula-
tion; 3" laminated floor, metal underbelly,
vacuum-bonded aluminum roof

Freshwater Cap.
Gray-Water Cap.
Black-Water Cap. 6 gal. cassette
LP-Gas Cap. 10 gal.
Water-Heater Cap. 6 gal.
Refrigerator 3 cu.-ft.
Furnace 20,000 Btu
Air Conditioner 13,500 Btu
Converter 55amp
Battery Dealer supplied
Tires ST 215/75R14

Suspension Independent,
rubber torsion axle

2,968 lbs.

VAUKCELR
13.5gal.

Weight (water and
propane full, no supplies)
450 lbs

Hitch Weight lbs.
Axle Weight 2,518 lbs.
GVWR 4,041 lbs.
GAWR (1) 3,500 Lbs.
Cargo Carrying Cap. 1,073 lbs.
MSRP, base $26,831
MSRP, as tested

$30,730
Basic Warranty 1-year comprehensive/

2-year structural

402-316-7288, www.trailmanor.com
Circle 160 on Reader Service Card




the climate was very mild, so we felt
quite comfortable without using the
optional air conditioner ($1,231) or fur-
nace, day or evening.

Underneath the bed, accessed from
the rear of the trailer, is the unit’s lone
storage compartment. It is adequately
sized for weekend getaways but can’t be
accessed once the trailer is closed for
travel, so make sure to pack the items
you really need in the tow vehicle. The
storage compartment also houses the
freshwater tank, which could cause
handling issues in some travel trailers.
The TrailManor is designed with its
axle located under the rear third of the
chassis, so handling was a nonissue,
whether the tank was full or empty.

On the TrailManor website, it reads,
“It only takes about one extra gallon
of gas to tow a TrailManor 100 miles.”
Well, not exactly — but close. By our
calculations, it took roughly a gallon
and a half extra gas in the test Toyota
Highlander to travel 100 miles, which
is still very good. And, though we could
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feel the added weight behind us, the
TrailManor tracked easily and seemed
unaffected by side winds or the bow
wave of passing trucks — another ad-
vantage of the trailer’s low profile.

At the scales, the TrailManor
2417KS Sport — with its optional man-
ual awning ($1,397), TV antenna ($231)
and alloy wheels with spare ($284)

— weighed in at 2,968 pounds, full of
water and propane, and had a Gvwr of

4,041 pounds, which made it a perfect
companion to the Highlander with a tow
rating of 5,000 pounds.

Completely redesigned for this year,
this third-generation Highlander is 3
inches longer and 2 inch wider than
its predecessor and offers three-row
seating. Inside, the changes are abun-
dant and sweeping. The flowing dash
layout features easily discernable in-
struments, between which is Toyota's

LIGHT WEIGHT, QUIET
AND POWERFUL

INVERTER

Powerful, portable and retro-cool, delivering maximum effort.
It weighs only 44 pounds and features an extra-large handle

for easy transport to almost anywhere. It's whisper quiet

and meets the strictest environmental standards — simply the
smartest way to power up.

To see our entire generator line or locate your nearest Yamaha dealer,
visit yamahamotorsports.com/powerproducts
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Firestone Industrial Products Co., Circle 118 on Reader Service Card

E llmmate"R% Wince

Road-Wince. It's the look you get when there’s no way to avoid a massive bump,
giant pot hole, or sharp turn while hauling a load. Suddenly, all you can think
about is the potential damage to your vehicle and your cargo. But Ride-Rite™
Air Springs provide the added support your suspension needs for you to haul
with comfort, confidence and control. And noticeably less road-wince.

+ MORE LEVEL LOADS
+ LESS BOTTOMING OUT

+ BETTER LOAD PROTECTION
+ MORE COMFORTABLE RIDE

Firestone
or call 866-351-3890

Do not exceed the vehicle’'s recommended Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR)
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(From left) The 2014 Highlander Limited’s
60/40 third row folds to provide 42 cubic feet
of space; the second row folds as well. The
Highlander’s dash layout is clean and legible,
with well-placed, intuitive controls.

Multi-Information Display.

The second row can be had with
bench seating for three passengers
or captain’s chairs with a collapsible
cup-holder tray. Access to the rear row
has been made easier with the addition
of a one-step second-row sliding seat
function on both driver and passenger
sides that provides nearly 3 more inches
of space. This row is also 3.7 inches
wider than in the previous generation
Highlander, but we still found the space
to be very tight. Toyota claims the High-
lander has seating for up to eight, but
we’d say that three of them should be
preteens if you want everyone on board.
That, or make it a short trip to avoid
grumbling third-row passengers.

The Highlander is offered in LE,

LE Plus, XLE and Limited grades, all
of which come well-equipped with few
options in an effort to make ordering
easier. In fact, both the LE and LE Plus
grades are “mono-spec,” meaning no
options are available.

For the test, Toyota provided us
with a Highlander Limited 2WD, which
includes niceties such as perforated
leather-trimmed seats (heated and
ventilated up front), memory settings
for the driver’s seat and side mirrors,

a four-way power passenger seat and
Entune Premium JBL Audio with Navi-
gation and App Suite. At this trim level,
you can choose from either the Driver
Technology Package (Safety Connect,
Pre-Collision System with Dynamic
Radar Cruise Control, Lane Departure
Alert and automatic high-beam head-
lights) or the Platinum Package, which
includes the former plus the Panoramic
Moonroof, a heated steering wheel and
heated second-row captain’s chairs,
all of which our test unit was equipped
with. The only available standalone op-
tion is a rear-seat Blu-ray DVD enter-
tainment system.

Non-hybrid Highlander models con-
tinue on with the same engine choices
as last year, namely a 185-horsepower



2.7-liter four-cylinder or a 270-horse-

power 3.5-liter V-6. Both engines are
paired with a new six-speed elec-
tronically controlled transmission with
a manual sequential shifting feature,
which can come in handy when towing.
The Limited tester came with the V-6,
and frankly, we can’t see why anyone
would choose the four-cylinder, its
1,500-pound tow rating notwithstanding.
It comes with an almost 100-horse-
power deficit and gets only 1-MPG better
fuel economy in EPA city and combined
ratings.

If you don’t consider yourself an
SUV person, you might be surprised,
even delighted, by the Highlander. The
cabin environment, particularly when
equipped with the Panoramic Moonroof,
is roomy, light and airy; the seats are
comfortable, and the visibility is excel-
lent. There’s no shortage of power from
the engine, whether towing or solo,
yet it runs like a Swiss watch at idle.
Credit the additional sound insulation,
acoustic-type windshield glass and
hydraulic engine mounts for the sig-
nificant improvement in noise, vibration
and harshness (NVH).

Large SUVs aren’t usually known
for exceptional ride or handling, but
the Highlander surprises here, too. The
ride quality is compliant without being
overly squishy, and during hard corner-
ing, the chassis remains composed and
predictable, without excessive body lean
or tire howl.

Towing the TrailManor was no
problem for the Highlander Limited,
which comes standard with a heavy-
duty radiator with engine oil cooler,
200-watt fan coupling, supplemental
transmission oil cooler and 150-amp
alternator. It also comes with a hitch
receiver and the appropriate electrical
connections but, oddly, no towing mir-
rors. So, while towing, we used hideous
aftermarket strap-on mirrors that were
removed for photography. Hopefully,
you can find better towing mirrors.

If you have a small family and are
looking for an RVing alternative that is
practical yet doesn’t sacrifice creature
comforts, the TrailManor 2417 Sport and
Toyota Highlander Limited are a good
combination that fits in your garage. &
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Hopkins inSight Flex-Mount Brake Control

Pickups with a factory-installed brake controller are a growing — R
and welcome — trend, but we're not aware of any SUVs that come

with one, so it was necessary to install an aftermarket brake A a X )
controller in the Highlander prior to towing the TrailManor. = o //

One of the newest brake controllers on the market is the ] ’ )
inSight Flex-Mount Brake Control from Hopkins Towing Solu- t{
tions. This product is different from other brake controllers
you've likely seen in the past, as the major components — the
readout (Flex-Display), manual actuator (Flex-Control) and main unit (Smart Box) are
separate for optimal mounting, hence “Flex-Mount.”

Since trailer brake controllers normally incorporate all components in one unit,
some might view the inSight as a complex solution to a nonexistent problem, but
there are some tangible benefits to its design. It allows you to put the readout where
it's easiest to see and the manual brake actuator where it’'s easiest to reach.

In the Highlander, we decided to mount the readout on the top of the steering col-
umn so it could be viewed easily through the steering wheel, and the Flex-Control on
the left side of the steering column so it was within arm’s reach.

The instructions clearly state that the Smart Box must be mounted in a specific
position on either a kick panel or the center console. This was our least favorite part
of the inSight’s design, as it put the Smart Box uncomfortably close to the emergency
brake pedal’s travel. And frankly, having a black box and wiring stuck to the kick panel
is ugly — we would prefer it if Hopkins” engineers could devise a way to mount the unit
elsewhere (such as under or in the dash), if desired.

That said, mounting was easy. All three components are secured with two-sided
tape, and the wires from the Flex-Display and Flex-Control are routed down to the Smart
Box. To connect the Smart Box to the vehicle’s electronics, Hopkins offers its Plug-In
Simple connectors for Dodge, Ford, GM, Ram, Toyota and Nissan trucks. However, they
don’t make one for the Highlander, so the Smart Box had to be hardwired in place, which
took extra time. In total, we invested about two hours between finding a suitable location
for all components, and routing and connecting the wiring cleanly.

The inSight system offers seven sensitivity settings and control for up to eight
trailer brakes. To adjust braking power, press the plus/minus buttons on the Flex-
Control; the level of power is digitally displayed as a percentage from 5 to 99 in 5 per-
cent increments (except for the final 4 percent). Sensitivity is adjusted by pressing the
button labeled “S” on the Flex-Control.

Hopkins claims that the inSight system uses advanced proportional technology
that mirrors the braking action of the vehicle for safe, smooth stops. Out on the road,
we found this to be true. Once the unit was properly adjusted, the Highlander and the
TrailManor braked confidently as one unit.

While most of us take a set-it-and-forget-it approach to brake controllers, the in-
Sight will likely offer some RVers increased towing confidence and could really come
in handy if you tow more than one trailer. The inSight Flex-Mount Brake Control is
available for less than $100 at Camping World and other RV-accessory outlets.

800-835-0129, www.hopkinstowingsolutions.com
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WALK-THROUGH: KEYSTONE AVALANCHE 360RB

article by B. Packwood

Room to Spread Qut

he Avalanche 360RB bunkhouse

is not only loaded with family-

friendly features, Keystone
has made simplified towing a big
consideration. For easier hitching and
smoother towing, the fifth-wheel is
outfitted with a TrailAir pin box. For im-
proved driver visibility when hitching,
the fiberglass front cap is equipped
with a Hitch Assist backup mirror. With
its tight turning radius and aerody-
namic lines, the Avalanche is compat-
ible with short-bed trucks.

Construction starts with 10-inch

powder-coated steel |-beams, provid-
ing a solid platform and great firm
feel, sitting on 16-inch E-rated radial
tires mounted on aluminum rims
and EZ Flex suspension. The body
is formed with a floor wrap, wood
backing, aluminum structure, high-
density block foam, and thermal and
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Astro-Foil insulation. According to
Keystone, all this adds up to a healthy
R-32 rating. The ability to ward off
cold is supported by a wall insulation
factor of R-10, topped by a roof factor
of R-28 — claimed to be livable down
to 0 degrees Fahrenheit — making
this fifth-wheel suitable for four-
season travel.

The 360RB has a 2,775-pound
carrying capacity and is equipped
with a 66-gallon freshwater tank
and 85-gallon black and gray tanks.
Keystone really took storage into
consideration with a huge 145-cubic-
foot exterior compartment, which the
company claims is among the largest
in the industry. Gas struts backed by
slam-latch doors make it easier to
add and retrieve belongings from the
outside storage.

Open space and a roomy layout

take center stage when entering the
rig for the first time. The decor con-
trasts nicely, with dark woods and
light fabrics, including faux leather
couches. The sofa can seat three and
sleep two comfortably, but it won't
keep adult guests staying over for too
long. A freestanding dinette comple-
ments the overall decor, adding a
touch of light earth tones.

Standing in the fifth-wheel's
café-like kitchen, partially within the
scaled down but functional slideout,
is a three-burner stove, a microwave,
a small window and an LP-gas/120-
volt AC refrigerator with matching
wood cabinet inserts. Adjacent to
the refrigerator is the ideally placed
stove, and behind it stands an island
counter that's fitted with a double
stainless-steel sink and a tall, curved
designer faucet. A convenient and

The Keystone Avalanche features
handsome exterior graphics, abundant
basement storage and a fiberglass front
cap with a Hitch Assist backup mirror.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURER




subtle backsplash is just behind the range.

An attractive entertainment center adds the finishing
touches. Here, users can view a 32-inch flat-screen TV with
mobile syncing abilities and listen to a rocking stereo com-
bined with indoor/outdoor speakers. There's also a centrally
located ceiling fan.

Conceivably, one could think the galley and living area
ends the floorplan. But a door next to the dining table leads
to a bunkhouse with sleeping arrangements that handle four
people, presumably youngsters. Opposing bunk beds — with
platforms that fold down to make two of the beds — add
sleeping capacity for big families. The area also isolates the
kids from the rest of the fifth-wheel. On the streetside is a
couch arrangement by day, and across the way the second
bunk area can be converted into a booth dinette. Another en-
tertainment center fills the rear wall.

A huge element of convenience is the half bath with a com-
mode and sink that's accessible from the rear bunkhouse.
Access to this bath is also via an exterior door to the patio —
great for wet bathing suits and late nights by the campfire.

On the way to the front bedroom is a flush-wall cabi-

(Top right) The 360RB’s island kitchen has plenty of prep space. The
main entertainment center can be viewed from the freestanding
dinette, the sofa sleeper and the kitchen. (Right) The rear bunkhouse
sleeps four and has its own private dinette, entertainment center and
access to a convenient half bath with an exterior door.
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WALK-THROUGH: REYSTONE AVALANCHE 360HB m

net that is home to controls for the
awning, lights and slideouts. Up the
stairs is the master bedroom with a

FREE-
king bed that fills the slideout. A large *300TH DINETTE. DINETTE SOFABED
cedar-lined closet provides ample 0 1 L
and convenient storage space, with .- 0 1
mirrors inlaid on the sliding doors. £ =
Attached to the closet is additional gg ﬁ
real estate for a washer and dryer, %E D | Bb
drawers and a spot for the TV connec- z @ <
tions. There's another smaller, stylish R
entertainment chest in the master | 1881
bedroom that's capable of holding a |50FA5LEEPER| F—
32_inch TV 32 X 68 FLIP BUNK
The full bathroom is accessible
from the master bedroom or the
hallway. Featured in this roomis a Exterior Length 39°8"  Gray-Water Cap. 85 gal.
porcelain toilet and an extra-large Exterior Width 8'4"  LP-Gas Cap. 14 gal.
neo-angle shower — not one of those  Interjor Height g4 UVW 12,725 bs.
elbow-bumping tiny compartments. Exterior Height 12°11"  Hitch Weight 2,160 Lbs.
To some, this fifth-wheel may
seem like a beast. But if kids are in Freshwater Cap. 66gal. GVWR 15,500 Lbs.
your traveling life and the adults want Black-Water Cap. 85gal.  MSRP, Base $53,700

some isolation and quiet time, the

bunkhouse in the Avalanche 360RB Keystone RV Company, www.keystonerv.com Circle 161 on Reader Service Card.
handles the requirements nicely. &

e

ROAD, NOT THE PUMP. -3

With a Transfer Flow fuel tank, ‘
you'll bypass those expensive, i
fuel stations and fill up where * "

. fuel is cheaper - saving you time

. and money!

Transfer Flow fuel tanks are made %
from sturdy aluminized steel and '™
bright aluminum diamond plate, ﬁ
and can be installed at over 300 ¥
locations nationwide.

“% Transfer Flow — your source
~ for safe, durable and LEGAL
~ fuel tank systems.

tf‘ TRANSFER
{FLOW, INC.

The Leader in Aftermarket Fuel Tank Systems™ =

800-442-0056 | 530-893-5209 |
WWW.TRANSFERFLOW.COM i

n t Tuh:

W i,

3 " By oo
REPLACEMENT FUEL TANKS  AUXILIARY FUEL TANKS; 11| \JL\AI\Q“II&AL@ ot

R kR, TN | -

Transfer Flow Inc., Circle 139 on Reader Service Card
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i WE CAN'T PREVENT
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES FROM HAPPENING,

BUT WE CAN BE YOUR SAFETY NET!

TravelAssist features include:
» Transportation Home After Stabilization
P Emergency Medical Evacuation

P RV/Vehicle Return Service

P Prescription Replacement Assistance

P Travel Companion Benefits

P Pet Return Assistance

PLANS STARTING AT

5795

TravelAssist [#

CALL 1-866-457-7346 or cLICK GoodSamTravelAssist.com to learn more

This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Plan Description carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations. crasesso- o3



article by Chris Hemer
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There S NO reason to aeal with a cheaP or Worn-oul
With the variety of shapes, sizes and designs, you can

ravel trailers and fifth-wheels come in a variety of sizes and offer a vast

array of options, depending on size and cost, but one thing they all have

in common is a mattress. In our homes, the right mattress is considered

extremely important for a good night’s sleep, but for some reason many of
us deal with cheap mattresses in our RVs for as long as we own them. Perhaps it's
because we don't sleep on these beds as often as the ones in our homes, or it might
be that we've never even considered that other options are available.

If you've been looking disdainfully at the mattress in your RV for too long now,
we've got good news for you: There are countless mattress sizes, designs and con-
figurations available for RV use — in fact, it's safe to say that if you have it in your
house, you can probably get something similar in your house on wheels.

The TheraGel memory-foam mattress features a 3-inch top layer infused with TheraGel
micro beads on a 7-inch base layer of high-density foam. Temperature-sensitive TheraGel
is designed to adjust to body temperature, improve circulation and reduce pressure points.
The polyester microfiber cover wicks moisture away for a cooler night’s sleep.

Mattress Sizes
As you've probably already discovered,
the mattress in your trailer or fifth-
wheel isn’t necessarily the same as the
one in your home, even if they are in
the same size category. That's because
there are more size and configura-
tion restrictions in an RV bedroom, so
various RV mattress sizes have been
created to make the best use of the
space available. For example, the most
common queen-size bed is an RV short
queen, which typically measures 60 x
75 inches, versus a residential queen,
which is 60 x 80 inches.

According to mattressinsider.com,
a Denver, Colorado, company that spe-
cializes in RV mattress replacements,
the most typical RV mattress sizes
are short queen (usually 60 x 75 but
sometimes 60 x 74 inches), RV queen
(60 x 80 inches), three-quarter (48 x
75 inches), RV full (53 x 75 inches), RV
short king (72 x 75 inches) and RV king
(72 x 80 inches). Several varieties of
twin and bunk sizes are also commonly
used.

Obviously, the first step to purchasing
a replacement mattress is to figure out
what size your RV already has, but this
isn’t as elementary as it seems. “Most
people will measure the mattress,” says
Jonathan Prichard, founder and CEO
of mattressinsider.com. “However, the
most accurate method is to measure the
dimensions of the surface the mattress
rests on (usually plywood).”
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1
RV mattress.
DICK Up More zzzs

This is more accurate for two
reasons, according to Prichard. “The
first is that your RV mattress may not
be the same size as it was when the
RV was built. This can be due to tem-
perature variations during off-season
storage or long-term exposure to
UV light. The other reason is that
tolerances vary on RV mattresses.

“If you take 10 of them out of stock,
you'll find a slight variation in size,”
says Prichard, “so if you measure the
mattress instead of the surface it's on,
you may be led to believe that you need
a custom size, even if you don't.”

Mattress Types
Where it used to be common to choose
between a foam or an innerspring
mattress, there are now several
varieties to choose from, and that
doesn’t include the number of hybrid
mattresses in the residential market
that may incorporate two or more
mattress technologies [i.e., air and
memory foam). With that said, the most
common mattress types are polyure-
thane foam, memory foam, latex, inner-
spring and air.

A polyurethane foam mattress is
a good choice if you're on a budget
or you don’t use your RV more than
the typical two to three weeks a year.
Standard foam RV mattresses are
usually constructed of one type of foam,
are approximately 5 to 6 inches thick,
and generally cost between $150 and

An alternative to buying a new mattress is purchasing one of the many mattress toppers on
the market like this Contour Cloud Pad available through Camping World and other outlets.
This pad features a top layer of plush memory foam that is designed to mold and fit your body,
helping to relieve stress and pressure. The yellow insert adds lumbar support for your waist,
lower back and hips to support your spine in its natural position.

$350 depending on the size. “When
shopping for a one-layer foam mattress,
the most important thing to consider is
the density of the foam,” says Prichard.
“The 1.8- to 2-pound densities tend to
be more durable and can withstand
more body weight.”

Going to a lighter density (1.2t0 1.5
pounds) might save you some money,
but it will be at the cost of quicker
breakdown, which can result in sagging
and depressions in the mattress.
“Another thing to consider is if the foam
is 100 percent petroleum-based or not,”
says Prichard. “Some suppliers offer
mattresses that use soybean plant-
based foams, which are more eco-
friendly and temperature-neutral.”

Memory-foam mattresses are a
good choice if you're a full-timer or
just want a comfortable, supportive
mattress with a medium to plush feel.

These are typically around 5 to 8 inches
thick and, as with standard foam,
density is an important consideration.
According to Prichard, memory-foam
densities for RV mattresses typically
range between 2.5 and 5.3 pounds, but
unlike standard polyurethane foam
mattresses, more isn’t necessarily a
good thing.

“We've found that memory foam
in the 3- to 4-pound range provides
excellent pressure-point relief, con-
formability and breathability,” he says.
“Higher-density forms also provide
excellent pressure-point relief. However,
they tend to trap heat, which causes you
to sweat. On the other hand, foam less
than 3 pounds is usually not as durable,
so it quickly loses its elasticity.”

The so-called gel beds are another
type of memory foam that is infused
with a gel formula or gel beads. “Gel

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURERS

June 2014 TRAILERLIFE 51



Sweet Dreams

« 18K Automatic, sliding 5th
wheel hitch

o Upto 14” of travel for
sharper turns

o Wrap around jaw for safe
secure towing

o Lighter weight and low
profile design

o Nolocking plate required
with standard pin box

o 5 Year Warranty

Doing Our Best to
Provide You the Best.

BOYDEN, [OWA

iy ol free

www.demco-products.com/
rv-towing-products/hijacker/

Dethmers Manufacturing, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card
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SE 400-543-3626

sleeps about 1 to 2 degrees cooler
than traditional memory foam, but it’s
really only a benefit if it's used in the top
layer of the bed or directly underneath
the quilting, next to your body,” says
Prichard. If you want a memory-foam
or gel bed that sleeps cooler, he
recommends selecting a mattress with
open-cell foam as opposed to closed-
cell, and that you consider the fabric on
the outside of the bed as well.

Mattressinsider.com prefers a fabric
called Coolmax, which is designed to
help wick away moisture and regulate
temperature.

When choosing a bed containing
foam, Prichard recommends that the
foam is made in the United States,
where it is regulated, and that it has
been independently tested and certified
by CertiPUR-US (www.certipur.us),
which assures that the foam contains

no harmful chemicals.

Yet another type of foam mattress
is latex. “Latex is a good choice if you
want something more natural,” says
Prichard. “Latex comes from rubber
trees, and it has a very buoyant, springy
feel to it. It tends to be more durable,
but it is also very expensive.” The latex
beds offered by mattressinsider.com
feature a layer of Talalay latex foam on
top and a 1.8-pound high-density base
foam underneath.

Innerspring mattresses are likely
what you grew up sleeping on and
therefore are probably the most
familiar to you. Like the other bed
types featured here, there are many
to choose from, but the basic design
breaks down to just two: the simpler
Bonnell innerspring mattress, which
uses a structure of interconnected
coils, and the more expensive pocketed

(Below left) The fabric on the outside of a memory-foam bed can make a difference in how hot

or cool it sleeps. Coolmax fabric helps wick away perspiration and regulates temperature; it is
offered by a number of mattress companies. [Below right) The 6.5-inch Odyssey cushion from

Mobile Sleep Components features a plush quilted top that also breathes.




coil bed, which uses individual coils.

“Pocketed coils move independently
from each other, so they don’t transfer
movement as much,” says Prichard. “A
lot of companies quote a high coil count
with these beds, but what you get are a
lot of small coils that break down more
quickly. So to me, the gauge of the coil
is more important than the count.”

Prichard typically recommends in-
nerspring mattresses over foam when
a customer or their sleeping partner
weighs more than 250 pounds, as the
springs offer more support and better
durability. However, he warns that in-
nerspring beds can be very heavy, so
if your RV has weight limitations or
under-platform storage that requires
frequent lifting of the bed, an innerspring
mattress may not be the best choice.

If you and your partner prefer
different levels of firmness, then an
adjustable air bed may be your best
option. These beds are lightweight, can
be adjusted on the fly and are available
in RV mattress sizes. However, the
available sizes of RV mattresses are
somewhat limited, they tend to be more
expensive than standard mattresses
and Prichard says some caution should
be exercised when using themin a
mobile environment. “Most don't have
a pressure-relief valve, so if you travel
to and from high altitudes, be sure
that the mattress isn’t fully inflated, or

the pressure differential could cause
damage to the air chambers and pump.”

How to Choose
the Right Mattress
By Prichard’s own estimation, 75
percent of the RV market uses a short-
queen bed, which presents problems
when shopping. “l would say 95 percent
of the replacement RV mattresses on
the market are not in brick-and-mortar
stores, so the consumer has to find a
mattress on the Internet. They're es-
sentially buying blind,” he says, “soit's
important to choose a company that
has a return policy or guarantee of
some kind, so they don't get stuck with
a mattress they don't like.”

The simple solution would seem
to be a visit to a residential mattress
retailer, find what suits you, then order it
in an RV mattress size online — but it's
not that easy. In a fiercely competitive
market, mattress manufacturers are
often unwilling to share product specifi-
cations for fear that their designs will be
copied. “Only if you can find a mattress
company that will give you all of its specs
can you compare apples to apples,” says
Prichard. In other words, just because
you liked a memory-foam mattress in
the store doesn’t mean you'll like an RV-
equivalent you bought online.

The best solution here is to think
about the attributes you want in an RV

Foam mattresses can vary greatly in their comfort and breathability levels depending on
how they are constructed. These 5.5-inch Coolmax Elation and 8-inch Coolmax Gel Foam RV
mattresses from mattressinsider.com are double-sided (the base side is firm; the gel side
is softer). The 8-inch features 1 inch of Cool Gel 4-pound memory foam, 2 inches of 3-pound
open-cell temperature-neutral viscoelastic memory foam, 1.5 inches of 1.8-pound density
airflow foam (for breathability) and 3.5 inches of heavy-duty, 1.8-pound open-cell, high-den-
sity foam. Both mattresses feature a smooth top, Coolmax zippered cover that is removable.

Install a GT

Applications Now
Available for many

‘908-'14
Gas & Diesel
Vehicles

BULLY DOG
www.bullydog.com
(877) 217-3430

Some Product not legal for sale or use in
California on pollution-controlled vehicies,
30 Day Money Back Guaraniee

Bully Dog Technologies, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card
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Where Adventure"

Takes You!

TO WIN!

yGrand Prize 7 4
+Grand prize winner will receivea
$5,000 shopping spree at any
horized Powerhouse® retailer!
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Coleman® SUNFORCE Solar Panel Kit!

Enter at:
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complete detalls visit: wwiw. trailerlife. com/phom -cOhtest - Sponsor:

Powerhouse Generator. de where prohlblted
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Sweet Dreams

g
i

A replacement mattress may be heavier than the model supplied by the RV manufacturer,
which can make accessing under-bed storage a challenge. The Bedlift kit from Hatchlift
makes access to under-bed storage easy with strong hydraulic struts that support the
mattress platform safely. Each kit includes all hardware and gas springs for installation on

both sides of the bed platform.

bed, which will help you nail down what
you're looking for. Some key things to
consider, says Prichard, are whether
you tend to sleep on your back, side
or stomach; how much weight the
mattress must support (above or below
average); whether you tend to sleep
hot or cold and how long you need the
mattress to last. Then you can get some
recommendations from online retailers
before making your purchase.

If your RV has a full-size queen
or other residential-size mattress,
you have the freedom to shop at any
mattress retailer. “Focus on comfort,
support and durability,” advises
Prichard. “You can find the best bed
there is, but if it's not comfortable to
you, it doesn’t matter.”

Amazon, www.amazon.com

Custom Mattresses

As you've likely noticed, not all RV beds
are rectangular; some have rounded or
cut corners to allow for walk-around
space, for example. If you're looking

for a replacement mattress for one of
these applications or need something
custom, mattressinsider.com can build
a custom foam or innerspring mattress
in almost any size or shape. “We can do
cut or radius corners, bevel edges and
handle odd rectangular dimensions,”
says Prichard. “We can also customize
the arrangement of layers and densities
to fit the customer’s exact needs.”

Your RV is your home on wheels, so
you owe it to yourself to have a mattress
that makes life on the road as comfort-
able as possible. &

Camping World, (Avena Foam, Comfortaire, Comfort Choice, Select Comfort,
TheraGel) 888-626-7576, www.campingworld.com

Denver Mattress Company, 866-372-4642, www.denvermattress.furniturerow.com
Dometic USA, 800-544-4881, www.dometicusa.com

Dynasty Mattress, 800-208-2713, www.dynastymattress.ecrater.com

Mattressinsider.com, 888-425-5058, www.mattressinsider.com

Rocky Mountain Mattress, 866-733-3132, www.rockymountainmattress.com







article by Bob Carpenter

Twenty-five kitchen gadgets that make cooking away from home easy and fun

They have to be. While it might seem like there’s plenty

of storage space when you start to fill up a new rig,
it doesn’t take long for the tough decisions to surface. Do
you really need a full-size outdoor grill? What about the
Crock-Pot — how many times will you use that on a given
trip? After filling the galley drawers with knives, spatulas,
corkscrews and more, it becomes clear that a better plan
must be initiated to save space.

Some RVers simply grab what they think they need from
the home kitchen and spill it into the available drawers,
while others outfit the galley with new tools dedicated to
mobile life. Regardless of which category you fall into, it
makes sense to put some thought into what utensils you

The organizational tendencies of RVers are pretty high.

1. No-Mess Whisk

This universal mixer from Mastrad is
excellent for making sauces, whipped
cream and beaten egg whites. Just

2. Collapsible Grater

The Fold-Flat Grater from Joseph
Joseph provides four practical blade
styles — coarse, fine, ribbon and

bring, to save time and have a better experience.

Planning what to pack and making everything fit is part
of the fun of RVing, but it seems like no matter how much
storage space your rig has, there’s never enough. When it
comes to galley tools, the savvy RVer has to be careful and
creative. If you can find tools that can do double duty, are
easy to store through their intelligent design or make it
easier to work in an RV's limited kitchen space, then you've
accomplished something important.

With an eye toward the special needs of RV living, we've
surveyed some practical, innovative and fun kitchen utensils
from top companies and lesser-known specialty toolmakers.
On the next few pages, we present the best of the best for
your consideration.

3. Chop and Serve

The Herb and Veggie Chopper from
Progressive makes homemade salsa
a cinch. Pile in onions, tomatoes,
cilantro and spices (avocado when in

remove the lid and pour in the ingre-
dients. The handles create a pulling-
and-pushing motion that allows the

core to spin for perfect mixing. $19.99.

Mastrad, 800-358-0608
www.shopmastrad.com
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slice — in one compact product. Easily
stored in a drawer, the folding grater
has a protective sheath and lockable
catch for safety. $35.

Joseph Joseph, 917-338-0905
www.josephjoseph.com

season) and give it a few quick pulls.
Remove the center blade, and the

bowl turns into a serving dish. $17.99.

Progressive International, 253-850-
6111, www.progressiveintl.com

PHOTOS BY PARTICIPATING COMPANIES



4. Lid Props

Tovolo’s handy Lid Lifters keep lids open slightly for
air circulation and to prevent pots from boiling over.
Designed to fit on the rim of most pots and pans,
the whimsical silicone gadgets are shaped like farm
animals and smiley faces to add some fun to your
RV galley. $7.50 for set of three.

Tovolo, 206-633-6066, www.tovolo.com

5. Wine Chiller

You don’t have to store wine bottles in the limited
space of your RV's fridge anymore. Now you can
have chilled wine whenever you want it. Just cool
the Chill spout from Host in the freezer, then place it
in an uncorked bottle and pour — when you're safely
at camp, of course! $18.99.

Host Studios, 877-541-4678, www.hoststudios.com

6. Microwave Omelets

Five minutes is all it takes to prepare a perfect,
hassle-free omelet in your RV with the Omelet
Cooker from Lékué. Made of BPA-free nonstick
platinum silicone, the folding microwave omelet
maker is easy to clean, easy to store and comes with
a 10-year warranty. $20.

Lékué USA, 302-326-4805, www.lekueusa.com

7. Stacking Veggie Tubs

Keep leftover garlic, lemons, onions, tomatoes

and other vegetables fresh longer with Mastrad’s
colorful Veggie Savers. The stackable set of four
bowls comes with an equal number of smartly
designed lids to fit the shapes of fruits and vege-
tables and to help keep your fridge odor-free. $15.99.
Mastrad, 800-358-0608, www.shopmastrad.com

8. Three-in-One Tool

The Bartender’s Garnishing Tool from Microplane
makes fast work of grating and zesting lemons,
limes, oranges and other citrus fruit for happy-
hour cocktails under your RV’s awning. Measuring
a compact 5% inches, the versatile tool comes with
a handy bottle opener on one end and a hole on the
other for making garnish curls. $19.95.
Microplane, 800-555-2767, www.microplane.com

9. Folding Trivet

This space-saving, heat-resistant trivet from
Mastrad protects your RV’s table and counter-
tops, and collapses into a small and easy-to-store
hexagon. Unfolded, the silicone trivet can handle
the hottest pans. $5.

Mastrad, 800-358-0608, www.shopmastrad.com

SWAYPRO™

800-228-9289

Why settle fora
hitch that only
controls sway?

P

Prevent sway
before it starts

"

The hitch head
has evolved
* Pre-adjusted, no fine
tuning

» Grease stays trapped
in the hitch head. No
grease on your hands
or clothes

» Sway prevention

Weight
Distribution
b Comes Out of
>the Stone Age

STRONG AS AN OX™

BLUEOX.COM

facebook.com/
blueoxproducts

Blue Ox, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card
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visiie v,
i,

thervdeck.com

1-800-962-4921

TO ORDER YOURS TODAY!

Decked Out RV Products, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card
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10. Quick Can Opener

Tired of opening cans by hand? The EasiCan electric
can opener from Zyliss does the job in seconds with
one touch. Just place the battery-operated EasiCan
on top of the can and push the start button. Because
it opens from the side and not the top, there are no
razor-sharp edges. $19.99.

Zyliss, 888-794-7623, www.zyliss.com

11. Grate and Slice Kit

Oxo’s compact Good Grips set of grating and slicing
tools features coarse and medium grating surfaces

as well as straight and julienne slicing surfaces. Each
surface can be positioned over bowls or plates for
quick jobs or placed on top of the lid, which doubles as
a container for collecting and measuring food. $29.99.
Oxo, 800-545-4411, www.oxo0.com

12. Two-Way Sharpener

The handy Dual knife sharpener — for both
serrated and straight blades — is smaller than
most sharpeners used at home and stores neatly
inside the handle. The handle itself is ergonomi-
cally designed for a firm grip. When closed, the
sharpener measures 4% x 2 x 2 inches. $20.

Kuhn Rikon, 415-883-1101, www.kuhnrikon.com

13. Magnetic Spice Rack

Compact but highly practical, these magnetized
spice jars from Mastrad stay put on the accom-
panying rack. Clear acrylic tops allow you to see
what’s inside, and the six stainless-steel jars stick
to the rack no matter how rough the road. Side
openings allow for either pouring or sprinkling. $30.
Mastrad, 800-358-0608, www.shopmastrad.com

14. Personal Cake Cups

Lékué’s silicone dessert cups let you use your
microwave to bake individual cakes and serve
them in the same containers. Minimal cleanup is
an added benefit. The four 8-ounce nonstick cups
come in pink, orange, green and clear for a festive
dessert tray. $15 for set of four.

Lékué USA, 302-326-4805, www.lekueusa.com

15. Singular Measuring Spoon

The elegant Solo measuring spoon from Epicurean
is a new take on traditional spoon sets. Made of
solid wood fiber, the sleek all-in-one tool has
grooves on all sides that hold commonly used
cooking measurements — tablespoon, teaspoon,
Y2 teaspoon, V. teaspoon. $29.99.

Epicurean, 866-678-3500, www.epicureancs.com



16. Digital Thermometer

Good cooks know that temperature is the key to
excellent food, particularly when it comes to meat
and poultry. The CDN ProAccurate waterproof ther-
mometer reads in just six seconds and has a wide
range from -40 to 450 degrees Fahrenheit. $15.
Component Design Northwest, 800-338-5594
www.cdn-timeandtemp.com

17. Eggs in a Pouch

Got a hankering for poached eggs? The Perfect
Poach kit from Tovolo helps you poach impeccable
eggs in five easy steps, using no butter or oil. Just
simmer some water and immerse an egg in one of
the 20 nonstick pouches. Afterward, toss the biode-
gradable pouch in the trash. $5 for pack of 20.
Tovolo, 206-633-6066, www.tovolo.com

18. Spoon Rest
No place to put that spoon while cooking a sauce? .
The Pot Clip from Trudeau attaches directly to the Our ISR SuperGIIde

edge of a saucepan or stockpot to hold utensils so hitches are some of the

they drip into the pot. No more stovetop messes. ti ti duct
The silicone and stainless-steel Pot Clip is heat- MOost Innovative products

resistant and dishwasher safe. $9.49. on the market. At prices

siders, why choose
19. Twofold Tongs anything else?

Trying to save space? Tong Tools from Kuhn Rikon
combine a fork and a braising spoon (shown), or a .
fork and a turner to make preparing and serving Combine your

food easy. Each item can be used individually, or they SuperGIide, or any other

can be hooked together in pairs to serve as efficient standard hitch. with our
tongs. You can even use the fork as a whisk. $14. '

Kuhn Rikon, 415-883-1101, www.kuhnrikon.com fully removable SuperRail
Mounting System. Tow

proud with Safer,
Stronger, Better product!

20. Sack Time
p & The Orka vegetable sack keeps just about any kind
/ . of veggie handy and protected from sunlight for a
- Dy longer shelf life. Simply hang the sack on the back of
b l A a door, on awall or in the pantry. Double drawstrings
& ‘t.‘ 0 ‘. make it easy to add vegetables at the top of the sack
- » - and remove from the bottom. $8.95 to $11.95.
Mastrad, 855-880-5707, www.shopmastrad.com

21. Spill Stopper

Ever boil pasta and have the water bubble over?
Of course you have, and it's aggravating. The
Kochblume spill stopper has a central vent and
six petals that release steam and prevent starchy
liquids from boiling over. It also works as a micro-

www.pullrite.com

wave steamer and a splatter guard. $25 to $30. 1-800-443-2307
Kuhn Rikon, 415-883-1101, www.kuhnrikon.com

Pull-Rite, Circle 134 on Reader Service Card
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Escape Trailer, Circle 117 on Reader Service Card

GALLEY GEAR

W/@-‘

22. Paper
Bakeware

Whether metal or glass,
baking pans take up a lot

of space. The solution?
Disposable paper bakeware
from Welcome Home
Brands. They're oven- and
freezer-safe, making it easy
to bake, serve and store
with no messy cleanup.

No need to grease the pan
either. Available in multiple
styles, shapes and sizes.
$24.99 for 40-piece set.
Welcome Home Brands
914-696-0010, www.wel
comehomebrands.com

23. Measuring

Beakers
Measuring liquid ingre-

dients doesn’t need to be
i abig mess with the Good

Grips mini measuring

set from Oxo. Four small

beakers measure and pour

amounts from 1 teaspoon
i to 2 ounces, and they stack

inside one another for

compact storage. Each

beaker stands on its own,
making it easy to set out
ingredients before you start

cooking or baking. $9.99.
i Oxo, 800-545-4411
{ Www.oxo0.com

==

24. Bowls and
- Colanders

Rinsing berries for a snack?
Making pasta for dinner?

The nine-piece bowl and
colander set from Oxo

has just about everything

© you need. The set nests

i together, of course, but the
© convenience goes beyond

. that. Elevated rings help

position the colanders over

the sink drain, and nonskid

bowl bottoms add stability

© while mixing. Three lids

included. $18 to $24.

. Oxo, 800-545-4411
© Www.o0xo.com

Escape with Us

DON'T BE FOOLED BY THEIR SIZE. Escape frailers come equipped with a complete
galley, comfortable seating / sleeping areas and bathroom with interior shower. We
offer a full line of RV trailers, a 15, 17, 19/19.5’ fifth wheel, AND NOW A NEW 21’ all
designed specifically for smaller tow vehicles. All of our units are high quality, 100%

(7%

molded fiberglass and come with a full, two year warranty.

i NL.- DEMARILE
: ‘ ROUL 4T
: —

. 25. Easy-Bake Mat
¢ Turn any table or counter

. into a nonstick baking

¢ workstation with the

- silicone-coated Roul Pat

© mat from Sasa Demarle.

¢ It's handy for rolling and

. kneading any kind of dough
¢ without sticking or using

. extra flour. And it stays put

¢ with an innovative backside
that prevents slipping. Easy
© to clean and store, the 24%2-
© x 16%-inch mat simply

© rolls up when you're done.

¢ $39.99.

. Sasa Demarle, 609-395-

¢ 0219, www.silpat.com &

come Se€

Our
NEW 21’

ot AT

e,

Escape Trailer Industries 4sss industialway,sidg . Chilliwack, BC, V2R 4L2

Toll Free 1855 703 1650 | escapetrailer.com

Proudly built in British Columbia, Canada
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. \ise Squad
. Whether you're a hobbyist or just like
. making your own repairs, the Wilton

: ATV (All Terrain Vise) could be a handy
: addition to your tow rig. The ATV is

a combination vise and sleeve that

. slides into a standard 2-inch receiver

and is secured by the hitch pin. Two

. patented setscrews on the top and

. side tighten the ATV's fit inside the

© receiver to eliminate play and reduce
: vibration when driving. The 33-pound
. multiuse vise is constructed of pow-

. der-coated ductile iron rated to 60,000
. psl. The ATV's overall dimensions are

: 19% x 6 x 7Va inches. The Wilton ATV

* (model 10010) includes the vise, hitch
pin and cotter pin, as well as a bench-
mount bracket, instructions and a
parts manual.

. MSRP: $199.99
800-274-6848, www.wiltontools.com

* Circle 162 on Reader Service Card

PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

. Silver Bullet

. Want extra power and torque from

. the 5.3-liter V-8-equipped 2014 GM

: truck? The Silver Bullet throttle body
. spacer from aFe Power is designed

© toincrease turbulence in the airflow
just before it enters the engine,

© optimizing the combustion cycle.

© The concept of a spacer underneath
© the throttle body is certainly not
new, but according to aFe, the

. turbulence created by the Silver

. Bullet's serrated helix design helps

: the air/fuel charge burn completely,
. resulting in a gain of 8 horsepower
: and up to 12 lb-ft of torque along with :
. improved throttle response. Made

© from precision-machined 6061-Té
billet aluminum, the aFe Silver Bullet
© is 50-state legal.

: MSRP: About $118
888-901-7693, www.afepower.com
* Circle 163 on Reader Service Card

A Bright Idea

Cabin Bright has introduced a line of LED lighting products

designed to replace existing 12-volt DC fluorescent tubes without
harming the fixture wiring. In addition to brighter light, LEDs have
a lower current draw, and the company says the installation takes roughly

. TurboKooling
. If you have a small trailer that

. doesn't justify the cost or added

. weight of a roof air-conditioning

. unit, TurboKool offers an evapora-
Ctive cooling system (commonly

© called a swamp cooler] that runs

© on 12-volt DC power. According to
the company, the TurboKool draws

. as little as 4.6 amps on the high

. setting, so it can be used when dry

: camping with adequate battery

. power. Along with cooling incoming

: air by 15 to 29 degrees, the company
. claims the product’s “spin-spray”

by Chris Hemer

action washes out dust, pollen

. and impurities. Designed to fit all
standard 14 x 14-inch RV roof vents,
© TurboKool can deliver up to 750

© CFM of air.

: MSRP: $668
800-326-4410; www.turbokool.com
* Circle 164 on Reader Service Card

five to 10 minutes using just a screwdriver and a pair of wire cutters. Cabin
Bright offers products to fit 12- or 18-inch fixtures with double or single
tubes, switched or not. The 12-inch fixtures come in four- and six-module
versions, the latter of which can produce up to 50 percent more light than the
existing fluorescent tubes, according to the company. The 18-inch products
for single- and double-tube fixtures come in five-, eight- and 10-module
versions and can provide up to 20 percent more light than existing tubes.

MSRP: $32 to $65 513-899-9152, www.cabinbright.com

Circle 165 on Reader Service Card &
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FLAT TIRE SERVIGE
FUEL DELIVERY & BATTERY JUMPSTARTS

COMPARE OUR BENEFITS TO YOUR CURRENT PLAN:
» Unlimited distance towing to the nearest service center
» Coverage for your spouse & dependent children at no extra cost
» Coverage for your RV, cars, vans, trucks, SUVs, and motorcyles
» The largest Network of heavy-duty tow providers in North America
 Dispatch of a mobile mechanic for minor RV repairs
And much more!

ONLY $79:95 for 1 YEAR reg s1495

Good Sam | 1-888-228-2911

Roadside Assistance | GoodSamRoadside.com

*Introductory rate for Good Sam members who are first time buyers. Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing
in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to
limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochures, which can be found at goodsamroadside.com/mbbs. GRA30579 - 0214



PERFORMANCE COBNER

TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS

by Ken Freund

Aftermarket Air Intakes
and Low-Restriction Filters

More power out of thin air. It's something we'd all like to have — right after a
personal money tree. But it is possible to increase horsepower with aftermarket

air intakes and filters.

To fully understand how this all
works, first we need to look at some
background information. Atmospheric
air contains about 20 percent oxygen,
which is the only part of what actually
combines with fuel in an engine to allow
combustion and produce power. Almost
all of the rest of air is nitrogen, which
basically just goes along for the ride
through the engine and is essentially
inert. Therefore, a lot of air must be
pumped through an engine, especially
at higher rpm, and any restriction can
reduce this flow.

It's helpful to think of internal-com-
bustion engines, like the ones in tow
vehicles, as essentially air pumps that
happen to burn fuel and air. Anything
we can do to reduce restrictions to the
flow can potentially allow the engine
to produce more power — as long as
the correct amount of fuel can also be
delivered to the combustion chambers.

Internal combustion engines used
in highway vehicles rely on atmospheric
pressure to fill the cylinders with air. The
exhaust strokes push the spent gases
out through the exhaust, providing a low
pressure (partial vacuum). This allows
the incoming air to flow in, pushed
by the relatively higher atmospheric
pressure, when the intake valves open.
Engines that don’t have any type of
additional pump pushing air in (either
a turbocharger or supercharger] are
called naturally aspirated. However,

Aftermarket air-filter housings
can increase power, but ones with

an open design may also increase
intake-air noise levels compared to
closed original-equipment designs.

even turbocharged and supercharged
engines rely on atmospheric pressure to
get air through the air filters and intake
plumbing, so owners still need to pay
attention to intake restrictions.

Air has the highest density at sea
level (and a speck higher in those few
places below sea level), and density
decreases steadily in a linear fashion
as we climb in elevation. Under
standard conditions, sea level atmo-
spheric pressure is generally agreed
to be 29.92 inches of mercury (inHg])
or 14.504 psi. For you folks in Canada
and other metric nations, it's 0.987
ATM. The rule of thumb is that about 3
percent of air density, and therefore
power, is lost in a naturally aspired
engine (not turbocharged or super-
charged), for every 1,000 feet higher
we go. That means that at the top of
Colorado’s Eisenhower Tunnel on
Interstate 70, a naturally aspirated
engine would be down about 33 percent
from its sea level power, and at the top
of Pikes Peak it would be down about
45 percent. Turbocharged engines are
usually able to maintain near sea level

power outputs up to about 10,000 feet.

Gasoline fuel injection adjusts the
air-fuel mixture to correct for altitude
changes, but carbureted engines
don’t. So these engines also lose some
additional power due to non-optimum
fuel mixtures (usually overly rich) when
operated in higher elevations than where
they were jetted for (usually sea level).

Another factor that affects engine
power and performance is air tem-
perature, which varies the number of
air molecules in a given volume of air
(air density). As temperature rises, the
molecules get farther apart, or less
dense, which reduces power output.
Hot intake air also makes a gasoline
engine more likely to ping (detonate,
which can lead to damage if it's allowed
to continue. In diesel engines, hot intake
air reduces power and can increase
combustion and turbine temperatures
to dangerous levels.

To reduce these problems, it's best
to pick up air in the coolest spots at the
front of the vehicle with the most direct
airflow. However, it's important not
to draw in rainwater while driving in a
storm, as this can soak and clog filters
and cut off power completely. Avoiding
water from deep puddles or stream
crossings from entering the engine is
even more important. Although rare,
ingested water can hydraulic-lock an
engine, causing severe internal damage
that’s not covered by warranty and is
very expensive to repair.
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Air flows and behaves in a very
similar fashion to water (which is easier
to visualize because you can actually
see water’s ripples and eddies), even
though air is much less dense. To get
water to flow faster and with greater
volume, the diameters of the pipes are
opened, bends are reduced and made
smoother using a wider radius for less
resistance. The same goes for air. We
want to streamline the intake flow and
remove resistance.

Since atmospheric pressure cannot
be increased mechanically, it's even
more critical that airflow is improved
to gain every extra molecule possible.
Engines also have pumping losses,
which is power that is expended
moving air through the engine and out
the exhaust. By reducing intake and
exhaust restrictions, pumping losses
in an engine are reduced and cylinder
filling increased, which are keys to
power improvement. Aftermarket
air intakes generally have a reduced
number of bends and/or increased

radii, increased tube diameters,
provisions for higher-capacity air
filters and in many cases direct air
from a cooler pickup point. However,
sometimes they may not include
provisions for required emission-
control hardware or meet applicable
smog regulations. Look for California
Air Resources Board (CARB) executive
order (EO) numbers on the products to
ensure compliance in all 50 states.
Air-filter designs determine —to a
great extent — the restriction of airflow
into the engine. This can be measured
on a flow bench, and some manufac-
turers provide specifications, but make
sure you compare apples to apples with
the same starting pressures, etc. After-
market air filters run the gamut from
stock replacements to high-volume,
low-restriction units that can flow
considerably more air. Pleating allows
more surface area for a given size
filter. A larger filter (if it fits) is available
with some aftermarket units, and this
can further reduce restriction due to

pressure drop across the filter medium
for a given size engine.

Besides airflow in cFM, look at
micron specifications. The smaller the
micron (particle size) rating, the less
thorough the filtration. You don’t want
to sacrifice filtration quality for high
flow, as this allows more grit into the
engine. Engine wear and damage can
be caused by dirt and grit intake, and if
it was caused by an aftermarket filter,
warranty coverage could be denied.

Another choice is a cleanable
oil-type or dry-type filter. Some owners
prefer being able to clean and reuse air
filters, particularly with larger, more
expensive models. If you choose such a
filter, make sure you follow the instruc-
tions to the letter. Clean the used filter
thoroughly and apply exactly the recom-
mended amount of oil. Over-oiled filters
have been implicated in problems with
contaminated mass airflow sensors,
and this can be an expensive problem
that, again, would not be covered by
warranty.

Faster and Easier to Paddie

NEW Sea Eagle NeedleNose™
Standup Paddleboards

Featuring Patent/Pending
Wave Piercing Design

Unique wave piercing, razor sharp bow, straight-line
hull and hydrodynamic shape make these new Sea
Eagle NeedleNose™ inflatable SUPs faster, sleeker
and easier to paddle. This allows you to paddle

our SUPs long distances effortlessly. All Sea Eagle
NeedleNose™ models come with paddle, pump and
backpack carry bag. |
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o 3lnflated;sizes:

11’ 4” x 2’ 6 x 4"

12' 4" x 2! 6" x 6"

14’ x 2’ 6” x 6”

Weighs 21, 29 & 30 Ibs.
Inflates to 15 psi

in 6 to 9 minutes

Easy to inflate, easy to paddle, easy to carry,
easy to store...Could you ask for more?

SEREAGLE com

1-800-944-7496 or visit SUP.SeaEagle.com
19 N. Columbia St, Dept TL064B, Port Jefferson, NY 11777




Air Lift's LoadLifter 5000-series air springs
incorporate a jounce bumper (shown in right
cutaway view) to prevent bottoming out.

control of air springs with convenient
one-touch inflation and deflation from
inside or outside the vehicle.

Air Lift's new adjustable suspension
solutions for half-ton applications are
available for the following vehicles:
| 1 ; ¢ 2007-2014 Chevy/GMC Silverado/

T Sierra 1500 GMT 900, 2WD and 4WD

e 2002-2008 Dodge Ram 1500 pickup,

Air Lift Expands Suspension have created more half-ton towable 2WD and 4WD
Lineup for Half-Ton Pickups fifth-wheels. * 2004-2014 Ford F-150 pickup (new
As U.S. light-truck segment sales Air Lift's newest kits for half-ton body], 2WD and 4WD
continue to climb toward a six-year trucks are part of its LoadLifter 5000 Air Lift offers AirCell, a maintenance-
high in market share, increasing series kit line, which works with the free microcellular urethane spring for
18.8 percent from a year ago, Air Lift vehicle’s existing suspension to deliver  vehicles with constant loads; Ride
Company is keeping pace, adding six up to 5,000 pounds of load-leveling Control kits for half-ton, SUV, CUV and
new applications for half-ton pickups to  capacity. This reportedly eliminates mini pickups with leaf springs; LoadLifter
its growing line of suspension solutions.  sway and squat, and increases safety 5000 heavy-duty air-spring kits; and

As smaller tow vehicles gain in and comfort when towing or hauling LoadLifter 5000 air-spring kits with
popularity, in part because of rising heavy loads. Half-ton pickup owners internal jounce bumpers. For more infor-
gas prices, half-ton trucks are also in can add an Air Lift WirelessAIR com- mation, contact Air Lift Company at 800-
greater demand because RV makers pressor system to gain independent 248-0892 or www.airliftcompany.com. &R

Live LARGE.

Tow Loww.

P One Person Setup: Takes just two minutes.
As easy as opening a car trunk, with our
patented Torsion Power Lifi™ Technology.

» Easier, Safer Towing: Super light—tow
with a minivan, crossover or small SUV. It only
takes one extra gallon of gas to tow 100 miles.

» Hard Sides—No Canvas. Better security.
Open in the rain without anything getting wet.
Full bath, kitchen, and great amenities.

P Store In Your Own Garage: Folding design
saves you thousands in storage costs.

» Sleep Up To 7: King Bed models available.
Sizes to 31 feet. Many floorplan options.

See our video The Smarter Way To RV
trailmanor.com 423.563.6685

TrailManor, Circle 138 on Reader Service Card
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HANDS ON

TORKLIFT LOCE AND LOAD CARRIER

article and photos by Kevin Livingston

Generator Ready

Torklift's Lock and Load carrier makes it easy to store and
use portable power, while providing the security needed to

protect valuable equipment

An RVer’s appetite for electrical
power grows in proportion to the
number of appliances and accessories
that are packed into individual trailers.
This is not a problem when hooked

up in a campground, but wander into
primitive areas and portable genera-
tors typically become a sought-after
accessory. Unfortunately, many trail-
ers don’t have a large enough storage
compartment to handle a portable
generator capable of running an air
conditioner and a microwave. Trying

to carve out a space usually relegates
the generator to the tow vehicle, but
that can be inconvenient when it comes
time to fire it up.

One problem with portable genera-
tors is the large selection of available
models in various sizes and configura-
tions. Because of the different mount-
ing dimensions, portability via external
carrying devices has always been
somewhat difficult. In many cases cus-
tom fabrication has been required to
suit individual needs.

The idea of a universal mount and
the ability to run the generator without
moving it came to light when Torklift
International introduced its uniquely
designed Lock and Load carrier. Lock
and Load is a specially formed and
slotted platform designed specifically
for portable generators but can actu-
ally be called into service for other
items like welders. Torklift's Lock and

UNIVERSAL MOUNTING ») The carrier’s

slotted base uses fitted straps to hold down
and lock the generator in place.
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DIFFICULTY 1@3 4 5
TIME TO COMPLETE 30 MINUTES
TOOLS NEEDED NONE, IF BOLTS ARE

NOT USED

Torklift's Lock and Load carrier is designed to fit into a standard (2-inch) hitch receiver.
Uniquely designed straps can be positioned to secure just about any size portable generator
likely to be used in an RV environment. A special lock deters thieves. The carrier can also be
used for tools or equipment like a welder when not in RV service.

Load is made of a small collection of
rugged steel specialty brackets and
straps, all coated in a protective ther-
moplastic layer to prevent scratches
and rust. The base is constructed of
the same strong materials; users get
the immediate feeling that this carrier

is here for the long run. Aside from
the brackets and base, Lock and Load
comes with a hitch pin, plastic-covered
T-handles for adjusting and locking the
vertical straps and a unique padlock
just for this setup.

Assembly of the Lock and Load




begins by attaching the Fixed Vertical
Strap to the base by way of one of the
3/8-inch T-handles, after locating the
best short slot nearest the center of
your specific generator. A network of
slots is the key to fit and adjustability.
Next, the Movable Vertical Strap, di-
rectly across from the fixed strap, is
placed in its corresponding long slot
and loosely secured with the other T-
handle, leaving just enough flexibility
for movement and adjustment.

From here, the particular genera-
tor is measured to establish length,
width and height. It's important to
measure far enough to the top of the
gas cap so the strap will clear. Grab
the Adjustable Divider and install it into
the correct center slot, double check-
ing the measurements previously
taken to ensure that everything is still
within spec.

The last step involves positioning
the two horizontal straps within one
another and into the two vertical straps
at approximately 2.5 inches above the

desired height. Once lined up prop-
erly, according to the instructions and
your dimensions, the horizontal straps
should rest on top of the gas cap, se-
curing both the fuel and generator.

At this point, final adjustment of the
Movable Vertical Strap is made and
tightened, leaving a small tab sticking
through the Fixed Vertical Strap. This
is where the supplied lock goes.

The carrier is designed to be
mounted in a standard hitch receiver.
Owners will likely have to install a hitch
receiver in the rear of their trailers be-
cause the factory rarely provides one.
Receivers for trailers are not applica-
tion specific, so custom fabrication will
probably be required.

You'll need to be well aware of your
trailer’s weight and loading situation
to avoid exceeding its gross vehicle
weight rating or gross axle weight rat-
ing. The additional weight of the gen-
erator will affect hitch weight, which
could lead to handling issues.

An option for trailerists is to put the

THERE WILL
BE MUD.

And water. And sand. And muck. And worse.

But that's okay because Husky Liners® let you do what
you do without worrying about the messy consequences.
All our floor liners come with a lifetime guarantee and
are precision measured for a custom fit that follows every

contour of your vehicle's interior.

Wisit huskyliners.com o
get $5.00* off your purchase wi

MADE IN
AMERICA

4-8759 and

valid until 6/12/14

carrier in the front of the tow vehicle.
Receivers are usually available for this
purpose, since this application is com-
mon for boat owners. We installed it on
the back of the tow vehicle for testing
purposes,

Overall, | found the Lock and Load
to be fairly simple to put together, good
looking and very strong in design and
function. Although everything lined up
in their necessary slots, we were not
able to use the two optional reinforcing
bolts to add additional security for the
horizontal straps because of an align-
ment issue. Other than that, the gen-
erator fit nicely and remained stable
while on the road.

If a portable generator mountis in
your future, Torklift's Lock and Load
makes it easy to store and operate
without lifting or repositioning, and
thieves will have to look elsewhere.
The Lock and Load retails for $420. &R

Torklift International
800-246-8132, www.torklift.com

Husky Liners, Circle 123 on Reader Service Card
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ADVICE FROM 0OUR TECH TEAM

SLIDEOUT AWNING MOUNT

| read the article about the Dometic Slide Topper in

the November 2013 issue. | am trying to install one on
my 2013 Flagstaff V-Lite and am having a problem. The
instructions that came with the topper say you have to have
structural support behind the brackets. | drilled two pilot
holes on my slideout, and there is no structural support
to be found behind the fiberglass. | called Camping World,

and they told me that most slideouts don’t have any sup-
port and to just use a sealer on the screws and the bracket.
Is this enough to support the slide topper and keep the
screws from stripping out?

Rickey Hays, Lawrenceburg, Kentucky

If the trailer was in the shop, the technicians could

probably figure out the solution, but over the phone is
not always the best way to handle this type of question. To
learn about structural components on your trailer, you'll
need to speak to the Flagstaff dealer or someone in the de-
sign department at the factory. You may also need to haul
the trailer to your dealership so a technician can see it in
person to make mounting recommendations. That may be

TOW-RATING QUESTION
We have a 2001 Ford F-150 XLT
pickup with a 4.2-liter V-6 engine.
| have installed air springs and plan on
installing an additional oil cooler. The
truck is a two-wheel-drive automatic.
| have a 15-foot 2013 Coleman single-
axle travel trailer with an empty weight
of 3,100 pounds. Will my truck safely
handle this?
Stephen Brackenrich, via email

You didn’t mention what axle ratio

your truck has, but regardless, the
factory tow ratings of all versions for that
year are 4,800 pounds or higher for this
model. Therefore, although you didn’t
provide an actual loaded scale-measured
weight, you should be well within the
maximum Ford rating, even loaded

THE TECH TEAM

the best option at this point.

A slideout room has to have structural framing to do
what it has to do, just as an RV has framing. It's a matter of
being sure you place the bracket-mounting screws in the
right locations. That's where the hands-on time with the
dealer’s service department or advice from the factory can
come into play. And no, just using sealer on the screws is
not enough; you need that backing. — Jeff Johnston

with fuel, passengers and a reasonable
amount of cargo. — Ken Freund

DUAL VERSUS SINGLE
BATTERIES

I’'m writing to ask for your recom-

mendations concerning the bat-
tery replacement in my 2012 Keystone
Cougar fifth-wheel. Right now it has a
single 12-volt deep-cycle battery. I've
heard that | should go to a dual-battery
setup, since the single battery doesn't
last very long when we are dry camp-
ing. I'd like to know the pros and cons
concerning using dual 6-volt batteries
wired in series as opposed to using dual
12-volt batteries wired in parallel. Are
golf cart batteries any better or worse
than normal deep-cycle batteries? Are

KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certified Master Technician, service man-
ager and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair.

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 18 years and
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.
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AGM batteries worth the extra cost for
my application? Is there anything that |
need to be aware of when installing dual
batteries in my fifth-wheel? Also, if you
could recommend any reliable brand of
battery, | would be grateful.

Scott Dear, Thornton, Colorado

If you dry camp, a single stock
12-volt battery will not suffice,

especially if you run the furnace or run
120-volt AC appliances off an inverter.
Deeply discharging batteries [more than
50 percent) shortens their life.

It's recommended that batteries be
replaced in matched pairs. With a pair
of 12-volt batteries in parallel, there’s
always a slightly stronger one, even with
matched pairs. And as they get older,
the difference becomes greater. So, for
example, if you add a second battery
to pair with the existing battery that's a
couple years old, it will be less than ideal.
Dual 6-volt batteries wired in series can’t
draw current from each other (it’s called
cannibalization in the battery trade).

Six-volt battery plates are larger,
thicker and more rugged; therefore,



they tend to last longer. Golf cart batter-
ies are designed for rugged use, deep
discharges and heavy loads. They gen-
erally offer the most bang for your buck
of all the choices. AGM batteries are
convenient because they don’t require
refilling, and they don’t discharge as
quickly when in storage. They can also
be placed almost anywhere, because
they do not require venting.

There are a number of good brands
on the market. Trojan makes good golf
cart batteries. Lifeline makes good
AGM batteries. Interstate and Sears are
also popular because they have many
sales and warranty locations. Be sure
to install them in plastic trays and make
sure they are securely mounted and
held in place. — K.F.

LANDING GEAR PROBLEMS

We have a 2011 Keystone Cougar

276RLS. Shortly after purchase, it
was parked at an RV campsite at a ma-
rina with all hookups for three months.
The fifth-wheel was brought home and
put into storage for the winter at a deal-
ership. Now that it's out of storage, the
landing gear will work for only about a
second before blowing fuses.

The complete system has been
removed, serviced, inspected and re-
mounted. All parts work freely with no
obstructions. The dealer says it's a bad
battery. | am now on the third new bat-
tery (duals, actually) without a solution.
| have found two wires in the system
that were never connected, only taped
end to end. My next step is to check the
switch for shorting or broken terminals.

The landing gear has been operated up
and down 4 inches a total of six times. The
RV has a remote-control system that never
worked. After removing the remote system
from the landing gear and the awning cir-
cuits, still no improvement. One repair cen-
ter said they'd replaced the 30-amp fuse
with a 40-amp to make the system work.
This system will blow the 40-amp fuse in
a couple of seconds. The switch from a 30-
to a 40-amp fuse was a bad move.

What's my next step, since | cannot
afford $120/hour for guesswork at the
dealership?

Jerry Philhower, Laurel, Montana

www.iballhitchcam.com

Hook it up Yourself with a
WIRELESS CAMERA 4

Wireless Trailer Hitch Camera

* 100% Wireless & Portable = Trailers (Boat, Camper,
» Easy—Installs in Seconds! HC;S&: ABV' Livestock
* Magnetic & Submersible i
Camera $ 1 4
Info/Buy Now: 1-877-298-2055 or “"" Free US Shipping
visit our website at: SAVE $15 Today! Use Promo Code TLG14

iBall Hitch Cam, Circle 131 on Reader Service Card

ﬂ Smoot Air-Ride ath Wheel Hitch

I an asy to remove package

HENSLEY

piroducing! @
— L

* Eliminates 97% of road shock
*Solid Holland-Binkley style head

* | 1/8” thick jaws that completely
encircle the kingpin

* Assembles in two pieces
. for easy installation
and removal

* Fits standard rails

Call 1-800-410-6580 for more information

ENSEEY™ 010650 - T Svescam

Hensley Manufacturing Inc., Circle 121 on Reader Service Card
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You should never replace a circuit-
protection device with one that
has a higher rating than the circuit was
designed for, as the wiring is not heavy
enough to handle the higher amperage

and could start a fire.

As a starting point, | would first ver-
ify that the batteries are in fact healthy
and fully charged. Most auto-parts
stores will load test them for free, if
you bring them in. Even if the batteries
are new, they may have become dis-
charged or, worse, sulfated. Then, with
the terminals cleaned and batteries in-
stalled and connected, put a voltmeter
on them and check voltage at rest with
no load. It should be about 12.6 volts
when fully charged.

Try hand-cranking the landing
gear jacks; if you don’t know how, go to
www.keystonerv.com/customer-service
and watch the video called “Override
Your Slide Out Mechanism,” which first
shows how to hand-crank your landing
gear. Check for binding or uneven op-
eration that would indicate a mechani-
cal problem.

Jack the front of the trailer up at the
frame, just enough to lift the jacks off
the ground a few inches. Briefly activate
the landing gear; note if it works and
watch the voltage, which shouldn’t drop
much. If the motors sound like they are
straining, even without weight on them,
the landing gear is damaged or other-
wise faulty and must be inspected.

If the fuse still pops, but the motors
don’t sound like they are straining, then
there is probably at least a partial short
circuit in the wiring or switch. Inspect
the wiring, looking for chafed or rodent-
chewed insulation. If the wiring is good,
check the switch. A reputable RV shop
should be able to do this in a fairly short
period of time. — K.F.

VAN TOW RATING
| have a question concerning the tow
rating of my 2012 Ford E-350 Super
Duty passenger van with a 5.4-liter
V-8 and a four-speed automatic. The
owner’s manual says the van has a tow
rating of 6,700 pounds. This tow rating
seems low to me, unless it is based on
a van with all 12 positions occupied.

We tow a 2012 KZ 25-foot travel
trailer and are thinking of moving up to
a larger model. The new trailer has a
dry weight of 6,200 pounds. | am won-
dering if it would be safe to tow beyond
the owner’s manual guidelines?

My wife and | travel alone or with
our two granddaughters using a crazy
overestimate weight of 200 pounds per
passenger, So our maximum passenger
load would be 800 pounds. The back
four passenger seats are stored in the
garage.

Andrew Oleck, Aurora, Illinois

Your van has a gross combina-

tion weight rating (6cwr) of 13,000
pounds, which means that’s the
maximum the van and trailer can weigh
without exceeding Ford's specifications.
That figure is partly based on the weight
of the van plus the weight of its maxi-
mum rated towed load. The specific
calculations — how many passengers
in the van, optional equipment and so
forth — mean the van’s curb weight will
fluctuate from model to model, and it's
beyond the scope of this column to ex-
plain all the details.

You can find any number of sites
online, including Ford’s extensive trailer
towing guide, that explain this in detail,
if you want to look into it further. The
www.trailerlife.com website also has an
excellent series of towing information
resources available; use the drop-down
menu and click the Towing Guides link.

No matter what you do with passen-
gers and cargo in the van, it's still rated
to tow a maximum of 6,700 pounds.

You can find the vehicle’s gross vehicle
weight rating (6wr) on the data plate on
the driver’s side doorjamb, and that’s
also information that’s good to know.

For example, if you deduct the trailer
rating, 6,700 pounds, from the GCwR, you
have approximately 6,300 pounds avail-
able for the van. If you load the van with
passengers and cargo that exceed the
6,300-pound figure, you need to deduct
that weight from its tow rating. Six-
hundred pounds of extra van weight
means 600 pounds less tow rating.

Your first step would be to take the
van, loaded and ready for the road and
preferably with passengers aboard, to
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a certified scale so you know where you
stand on its weight. Weigh your trailer,
because you'd be surprised at how a
trailer’'s weight adds up when loaded for
the road. Public scales are available at
truck stops everywhere. With that infor-
mation in hand, plus knowing your tow
rating, GCWR and GVWR, you can run the
numbers to determine if your setup is
overloaded. — J.J.

2WD OR 4WD?

In your answer to that question in

the March 2014 issue, you didn’t
mention one of the biggest issues be-
tween 2WD and 4WD for fifth-wheel
owners: height of the truck.

The higher bed height on 4WD
trucks often creates problems such as
insufficient clearance above the bed
rails and/or out-of-level travel for the
trailer. The solutions to these issues,
such as “flipping the axles,” are often
expensive.

Height and cost are the only two is-
sues that argue against a 4WD tow vehi-
cle, but those can be strong arguments.
Loren D. Bengtson, Rising Sun, Indiana

2WD OR 4WD, PART II

| just read the letter from a reader

with a question about 2WD versus
4WD. | wanted to touch on a couple of
items concerning this comparison.

Some models of 4WD trucks have
a slightly heavier towing capacity that
may be overlooked by some buyers,
but the deck height of the truck box is
higher from the ground. Because most
fifth-wheel trailers are not adjustable
for king-pin height, modifications to the
trailer suspension may be needed to
compensate for this.

Trailer manufacturers design and
build their units to pull level at a speci-
fied height. Changing the angle at which
a trailer is pulled affects more than just
aerodynamics. If a trailer is too low for
the hitch in a 4WD truck, some shops
will raise the trailer on the suspen-
sion, creating a higher center of gravity
and inducing more roll characteristics.
These changes may not be compatible
with the original design, which could
negate some warranties. Also, there is

the distance between the truck bed and
trailer to consider.

On 2WD trucks there is less height
difference to compensate for, but fifth-
wheel apron height should be kept as
low as possible to reduce the roll effects
on the truck and trailer, especially on
higher speed corners like freeway on-
and off-ramps.

Mark Goodman, Yreka, California

The recent letter about use of a

4WD versus a 2WD truck for towing
generated a fair amount of reader feed-
back. Back in the days of leaf springs
and solid axles, there were significant
differences in the overall height of a
2WD and 4WD truck of the same model.
Today’s trucks with independent front
suspension (IFS) and more sensible de-
sign are generally closer in height, but
there can still be some difference at the
bed. So yes, a 4WD may be somewhat
taller, and determining those numbers
is part of the shopping research and
homework a buyer does when looking
for a tow vehicle.

Most fifth-wheel trailers are fitted
with adjustable pin boxes or the box is
bolted in place and can be replaced with
a unit of a different size. Trailer manu-
facturers do that to accommodate the
varying needs of tow-vehicle heights.
Also, most fifth-wheel hitches can be
adjusted for height.

Some 4WD trucks are rated higher
than their 2WD equivalents due to re-
quired equipment - such as axle ratios -
but often a 2WD is rated higher because
the extra weight of the 4WD hardware
means there’s less payload capacity left
for towing. These towing figures are
likewise just part of the usual shopping
research a buyer does.

Most trailers can safely handle sev-
eral inches of lift at the axles, if that's
what it takes to arrive at a better truck-
to-trailer towing setup. Many of today’s
trailers are being built with a higher
overall stance because trailer manu-
facturers have started paying closer at-
tention to the dimensions of the trucks
being used to tow their products. A few
inches of lift won't have a significant
effect on a trailer’s roll stability, and if
someone takes a corner fast enough to



get into a potential roll situation, with or
without a lift, they're driving too fast.
The bottom line is, don’t automati-
cally write off a 4WD as a tow vehicle if
you think you’ll need the extra traction
now and then. Do the homework, get
the measurements and make your deci-
sion based on that research. — J.J.

TRAILER TIRE ROTATION
Do | need to rotate the tires on my
triple-axle fifth-wheel?

Bob Oder, Tucson, Arizona

You don’t need to rotate them, Bob,

but “need” isn’t always the only
inspiration for doing the right thing me-
chanically. The first- and third-axle tires
on a trailer like yours undergo stress
that's worse than what the middle-axle
tires go through. To maximize your tire
wear and lifespan, you could rotate the
tires to help equalize the wear and tear
all around. A simple front-to-back pro-
gression would probably do the trick.
Having your trailer tires balanced is also
a good idea, for the same reason it's
good to balance the tires on a tow vehi-
cle — so that's another tip for improving
tire life. — J.J.

TRAILER GENERATOR MOUNT

| am considering mounting a Cham-

pion 3500/4000 generator on the A-
frame of my 2010 Trail-Sport TS25. The
added weight is slightly more than 100
pounds. | just finished reading RV Clinic
in the March 2014 issue. One of the
questions regards generator use on Mr.
Soderland’s trailer. Will | risk damage to
my electronics by using this Champion
generator set? My desire is to be able
to run the air conditioning while boon-
docking on my summer trip this year.
Stephen Collins, Kennewick, Washington

While to the best of my knowledge

we’ve never received any definitive
word from a reader about a genera-
tor damaging an electronic device, it's
always possible. If you can live with the
higher cost of an inverter-style genera-
tor, that's one way to avoid the problem
completely. That Champion 3500/4000

uses a conventional alternator-style
generator, so it produces electricity
that’s less “clean” than the power from
an inverter.

The Champion would likely power
the air conditioner and most other
trailer components, but if it were me,
I'd buy a power conditioner to use with
any of my sensitive devices such as a
TV, computer or the like. A power con-
ditioner is far less costly than a new TV,
computer or other electronic device.
—JJ.

MICROWAVE OVEN BLUES

We own a 2005 HitchHiker 29RL.

Recently, | have noticed the micro-
wave turntable making a noise and hav-
ing a problem turning. We have checked
everywhere, and no one sells a micro-
wave small enough to fit the opening.
Also, there appears to be no replace-
ment parts available for our trailer’s
microwave. One suggestion I've heard
was to redo the cabinets to fit in a larger
microwave. It's a small kitchen, and |
would hate to lose any cabinet space.
Any suggestions would be appreciated.
Carol Hatch, Corona, California

It seems that using a different

microwave oven model could be a
major hassle, so you should try taking
the oven in to a small-appliance repair
center. You didn’t say the brand, model
or size of the current microwave, so we
can't make any specific suggestions
about replacements, but a Web search
for “small microwave oven” will reveal
quite a crop of units that could be re-
placements with minimal modifications.
If the existing model can’t be repaired
by a professional shop, you may need
to bite the bullet and surrender a bit of
cabinet space, as you suggested. — J.J.

HITCH TAG VERSUS
OWNER'S MANUAL
When we were shopping for a truck
to tow our trailer, we found that
the dealer was not very knowledge-
able about towing, so we had to figure it
out ourselves. We purchased the truck
based on the information in the owner’s

T

HE NEW

KING

Rolling out
great products,
at great prices,
with a renewed
commitment

to service.

baigaber \

Gailgater
PORTABLE

» Supports both HD & SD DISH
« Automatic switching & easy

set-up

»9 out of 10 customers would
recommend to a friend*

]
VKING!| s

YKING|
ROOF
MOUNTED

« Compatible with DISH,

DIRECTV & Bell

* Automatic switching & one
touch operation

* The best value in roof-mounted

antennas
oo
_ YKING| -+
9 OFF-AIR
I8 ANTENNA
* Free HDTV programming

« Improved UHF reception, 80%

of all channels
s Wide reception

definition antenna

kingcontrols.com

PKING

range high

King Controls, Circle 127 on Reader Service Card
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Innovations Housing, Circle 124 on Reader Service Card

Trailair, Circle 102 on Reader Service Card

h innovations
housing

a New Winnebago |
Journey Motorhome |

% Allproceeds benefit Innovations Housing, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
) that bui ,bkhnmasi;r Jow-income families around the world.

Raffle monitored by Redwine &Tegerstrand, CPAs of Redding, CA.
State of California, Department of Justice Raffle Registration
Number R-173. Must be over 18 to enter. Void where prohibited.
Winner need not be present to win.

Winner w 136-foot Winnebago Journey motorhome
or $250,000.00. Winner responsible for taxes,ttle and license.

To purchase tickets with a Visa, MasterCa
+1 (800] 754-8096{’2]

Tickets Only
$100.00 Each :
No More Than 7,500
Tickets Will Be Sold

Drawing Will Be /
August 29th, 2014 44

Boonville RV service Center

Your Central Missouri

LEVEL UP rutoiy

Located
B 6 pt. Hydraulic Aufo Leveling System on |-70
B Premier Aftermarket Chassis Experts

= @Y 1 ™

FEVEL I
A

. A.urhcmzed rnsfcl.lrer

855 _698- 3332
Ride Quality Solutions

Trailair, Equa-Flex, Cenier Point and Level L are all Prodects of Lippert Componenis, fnc.

P

Troilgir A\ i

B Straight Liner”

B Trailair“Tri-Glide Pin Box
B Equa-Flex™ Rubber Suspension System

B Center Point™Air Ride Suspension Sysfem

7~ N\
‘—

Shop 660-882-0211,

Dale Fenton, Kara and Zach,
previously of Trailair Service Center
are now in Boonville Missouri,

www.boonvillervservicecenter.com
17127 Klinton Dr., Boonville, MO 65233
Fax 660-88 2, Emergency 573-999-0797
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RV CLINIC

manual. After a summer of camping,
| noticed a plate on the rear of the truck
right next to the hitch port that the
dealer didn’t point out and | didn’t see
when we bought the truck.

The specifications in the owner’s
manual and the plate on the truck are
significantly different:

Max. RV Weight (Ibs.)  Max. Hitch Weight (Ibs.)

Owner's manual 7,500 1,500
Plate 10,000 1,000
RV (loaded) 7,000 1,250

Weights assume the use of a
weight-distributing hitch, which we use.
If we go by the owner’s manual, we can
tow our trailer safely; if we go by the
plate on the truck, we cannot — the
hitch weight is too high. Which is cor-
rect, the owner’s manual or the plate
on the vehicle? Can | upgrade the bolts
on the truck to allow it to carry more
tongue weight?

Don Havery, Columbia, Maryland

An owner’s manual is pretty ge-

neric in that it's made to cover a
lot of models and it's not customized
for any one vehicle, Don. You're always
better off to go with the recommenda-
tions on any data plates on the vehicle,
such as the tire pressure and 6vwR plate
on the driver’s side door frame. In this
case, the 10,000-pound/1,000-pound
data on the hitch receiver is accurate.
You can replace the receiver with a
model that's rated to handle more hitch
weight, up to 1,400 pounds, and the
same goes for the ball mount. At that
point you can be assured you aren't
overloading any hitch hardware or your
truck. — J.J.

SWAY BARS ON HITCH

[ am new to trailering. | have a 2013

Ford F-150 with the trailering pack-
age, including enhanced transmission
and cooling, and | tow a Coleman CTS
16FB that weighs 3,200 pounds. The
truck also has the Ford electric brake
control and built-in sway control that’s
part of its vehicle management system.
Do | also need sway-control bars on the
hitch? | am getting conflicting advice!



[ normally don’t exceed 65 mph with the
truck alone and 55 mph with the trailer
on board.

Jay Bull, Springdale, Arkansas

That truck you have is more than

big enough for towing your light-
weight trailer, Jay. Your truck is big
and sturdy, and it's towing a compact,
lightweight trailer that the truck should
have no problem keeping under control.
As long as you properly load the trailer,
maintaining at least 10 or 11 percent of
its overall weight on the hitch, and the
weight-distributing hitch is properly
adjusted, trailer sway should not be a
problem.

If you still experience some sway
with all other factors properly set up,
try using a friction-type antisway device.
But you don’t “need” a sway-control de-
vice unless your vehicle is experiencing
a sway problem. — J.J.

ONE OR TWO GENERATORS?
In your opinion, which option is bet-
ter for a fifth-wheel with normal
appliances and one 13,500-Btu air
conditioner: a pair of 2,000-watt Hon-
das hooked together using Honda's RV
parallel cables or a single 3,000-watt
Honda?
Gene Ponder, via email

If you haven't purchased a genera-

tor yet, Gene, go with the single
3kW model. While using the dual 2kW
models would give you an extra TkW
of power, it also means you'd need to
maintain, store and fuel two generators
instead of one. Unless you load it down
with some serious power-draining ac-
cessories and use them all at once, the
3kW Honda should do you just fine. If
you already own one of the 2kW genera-
tors, connecting a second Honda 2K
makes the most sense. — J.J. &

HAVE A QUESTION? )) Email our

experts at: RVClinic@trailerlife.com

or write to: RV Clinic, 2750 Park View
Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California
93036. No phone calls, please.
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COMFORT zogg | 400LP

CONSTANT HOT WATER

PROPANE
HEATING
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Your shower heats up faster

than you can read this headline.

After a hard day of driving, fly-fishing, or even
lawn-chair sitting, nothing feels better than a
good hot shower. Especially when it's hot from
the get go. With an Aqua-Hot Heating System,
every shower is perfect.

Get into your Comfort Zone™. Insist the 400LP
is in the equipment package on your fifth-wheel,
park model or gas-powered motorhome —
if you don't need engine pre-heating. Then you'll
always be “just right,” even when Mother Nature
throws in her mood swings.

SAqua-Hot.

(800) 685-4298 or (303) 651-5500 www.aquahot.com

It’s a matter of comfort

Aqua Hot, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card
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]. U_MINUTE TE CH TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

Easy-Access Storage

Here is a tip for combating compartment
storage problems. Using garage-door tracks
and hardware, you can make a guide and use
rollers attached to the sides of the compart-
ment. The drawer slides in and out of the
compartment so you can get a clear view of
everything. | made one end shorter so that |
would have room to store the ball mount and
bars when not in use. Also, installing a latch
on the guide keeps the drawer from sliding
on its own.

Ed Luis, Santa Paula, California

High-Viz End Cap

I've lost count of how many times |'ve
heard about RVs losing bumper end
caps. I've come up with a solution

that also makes it easier to see the
rear bumper. | took two red driveway
reflectors, cut them short and installed
them close to the bumper so they spear
through the end cap. They keep the end
caps in place, and others can see you
better!

William Richardson, Scottsboro, Alabama

Shiny Vinyl Decals

I have an older RV that has vinyl decals. | have been able to keep them shiny by using a plastic
lens cleaner designed to remove oxidation from the plastic lens of a vehicle headlight. | use
Meguiar’s PlastX Clear Plastic Cleaner & Polish. It is easy to apply and it does a great job of re-
moving the oxidation.

John Ricciardi, Crossville, Tennessee &R

To send your submission, write to: 10-Minute Tech, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 or email: 10minutetech @trailerlife.com.
Please include an illustration or photo, if applicable. Trailer Life will pay you $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY BILL TIPTON
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FREE TRAVEL INFORMATION

Trailer Life’s Free Travel Information helps RVers with trip planning. The following attractions, states and provinces offer free information
about their facilities. To request materials, tear out the postage-paid card opposite the Advertisers’ Index, circle the numbers that correspond

to your selections, fill out the card and drop it in the mail. For faster service, visit www.trailerlife.com/info and request your information online,
and visit each listing’s website for immediate information.

Alaska

Alaska and Yukon. Get your FREE Official
Alaska and Yukon Vacation guides today!
www.alaskayukon.net/trl. Circle 140 on
Reader Service Card.

Alaska’s unique state ferry system offers
affordable, year-round transportation along
3,500 miles of scenic coastal waterways.

642-0066 to start your reservation today.
Circle 141 on Reader Service Card.

North to Alaska — experience the Ultimate
North American Road Trip, an epic adventure
that takes you through Alberta, British
Columbia and the Yukon on your way to Alaska.
UltimateNorthAmericanRoadTrip.com/mth.
Circle 142 on Reader Service Card.

Arkansas

Hook up your rig at Arkansas State Parks’
campsites and enjoy all the campground
enhancements. Scenic lake, river and
mountain settings. Outdoor recreation
choices abound. Call 888-287-2757, or visit

Reader Service Card.

Only Hot Springs National Park in Arkansas
has so many unique things to do — from
our famous thermal baths to an amazing
botanical garden, fine dining and more! Visit
www.hotsprings.org, or call 888-SPA-CITY.
Circle 144 on Reader Service Card.

Arkansas’ DeGray Resort State Park offers
lakeside campsites, golf, trails, tennis,

and an island lodge with restaurant. Call
800-737-8355, or visit www.degray.com.
Circle 145 on Reader Service Card.

Florida

With more than 120 miles of islands connected
by bridges, the Florida Keys is a designated
National Marine Sanctuary. Come and enjoy
the spectacular natural wonders. Call
800-FLA-KEYS, or visit www.fla-keys.com.
Circle 146 on Reader Service Card.

: Camp under the trees at Florida State Parks.
Sites feature water, electricity and a central
dump station. For more information, visit
www.floridastateparks.org, or call

: 850-245-2157. For reservations, go to

© www.reserveamerica.com. Circle 147 on

: Reader Service Card.

"~ . The premiere Lake Harris RV Resort with
Visit us at www.FerryAlaska.com or call 800- marina and motel on Lake Harris has 336
. luxury sites, cable TV, 9-hole exec. golf
course, pool, 120 lighted wet slips, inside
storage to 32 feet. Call 800-254-9993, or go
to www.lakeharrisresort.com. Circle 148 on

Reader Service Card.

: Idaho

© Idaho Travel Council. Stretch your imagination
© and budget with a vacation to Idaho, to keep
you smiling after your vacation ends. Order a

. free travel guide at www.visitidaho.org, or

- call 800-VISIT-ID. Circle 149 on Reader

- Service Card.

www.arkansasstateparks.com. Circle 143 on . ldaho RV Campgrounds Association. RV
. IDAHO! The scenery is breathtaking, outdoor

recreation is legendary and the folks are

friendly. Stay awhile and play in Idaho. For a

free RV/campground guide, call RV-IDAHO,

© or visit www.rvidaho.org. Circle 150 on

© Reader Service Card.

: Missouri

Free Missouri Vacation Planner. For fun
places and great memories, enjoy a Missouri
. escape! Plan yours at 2100, ext. 89, or
swimming, boating, fishing, horseback riding www.visitmo.com. While online, check out
our valuable money-saving coupons. Circle

151 on Reader Service Card.

* Service Card.

: Montana

. Epic views bookended by Glacier and Yellow-
stone national parks. Friendly locals sharing
the unexpected and maybe their huckleberry
: pie. For your free Montana guidebook, call

: 800-VISIT-MT, or go to www.visitmt.com.
Circle 153 on Reader Service Card.

© Visit Glacier National Park and satisfy your
. sixth sense — adventure, golf, hike, fly-fish,
raft, cycle and more. Call 800-338-5072, or
© visit www.mt.glaciermt.com. Circle 154 on

: Reader Service Card.

: Ohio

© Ohio State Parks. Discover Ohio at any of
our 57 state park campgrounds. Open

. year-round: hiking, golf, swimming,
picnicking, boating, nature programs. Call
© 866-0OHIOPARKS for reservations, or visit
www.ohiostateparks.org. Circle 155 on

. Reader Service Card.

: Wyoming

Buffalo Bill's Cody/Yellowstone Country,

: Wyoming: Rodeos, history, culture, outdoor
adventure, recreation, tours, wildlife and
Yellowstone National Park. Enjoy fine dining,
museums, shopping, music and more. Call 800-
: 393-2639 or visit www.yellowstonecountry.org.
Circle 156 on Reader Service Card.

Experience an adventure full of the spirit

. that s forever West. The Grand Tetons, Yel-
lowstone, Devils Tower and more. Wyoming.
Forever West. Call 800-225-5996, or visit
www.wyomingtourism.org. Circle 157 on

. Reader Service Card.

: Canada
: Yellowhead Highway — Crossing the Trans-

: : Canada Yellowhead Highway is a journey
. The beautiful 54,000-acre Lake of the Ozarks :

offers a breathtaking panorama plus 261
holes of golf, fishing, a premium outlet mall,
music shows, show caves, waterparks, two
state parks. Call 800-FUNLAKE or visit
www.funlake.com. Circle 152 on Reader

- into Canadian history, including prairie
mysteries and mountain legends. Request
your free travel guide and map to explore

. the Yellowhead Highway in greater detail.
Yellowhead it! Visit www.yellowheadit.com
or call 877-GO-YELLO. Circle 158 on Reader
* Service Card.
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'
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DURABLE FINISH
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*UUSA Hellwig

AR PROOUCTSE

HELLWIGPRODUCTS.COM

1-800-367-5480

The IDAHO TOTE is attached and not
drawn as a regular trailer.

Simply put:

“YOU DO NOTHING BUT DRIVE!”
* 3000 Ib GVW

 Pressure sensing steering axle
o Steers Iraveling forward or backing up

IDAHO TOTE DOLLY, INC.

www.idahotote.com
Call 208-276-3203 or 509-751-6297
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SPRING

—— SUSPENSION SPECIALISTS + —&

Your Source for Firestone
Rir Spring Kits and Accessories

Eliminate Suspension Sag
No Drilling Kits
Competitive Prices
Quick Shipments

Free Shipping

Cau 1-800-358-4751
OR ORDER ONLINE AT
WWW.TRUCKSPRING.COM

904-814-2104

oof.com
. 20 YEAR,
THE ONLY RV EXCLUSIVE
SPRAYED ROOFING SYSTEM
ON THE MARKET
DON'T TRUST YOUR
RV TO THE TRUCK
PEOPLE, TRUSTIT
TO THE RV ROOF
SPECIALISTS

20 YEAR NO-LEAK GUARANTEE
PUNCTURE RESISTANT
NO CAULKING

RVROOF.COM
WHERE ROOFS ARE ALL WE DO!

RVRoof.com

For advertising information contact Katey Purgatorio:
Phone 847-229-6756 Fax 270-495-6278 Email Katey.Purgatorio@goodsam.com
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Marketplace, 3431 S. 257th Street, Kent, WA 98032

www.Ksnmarine. COITI 5
'We Don't Dabble We Specialize!
-
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umkary\Fu&Tanﬁs m{iO 58' ;J\,ﬁ{ld

00 Gafon pacm
\CQtofmFueI ﬁnk Fﬁbnca\bon \&/\

* Ifstallation Kits for Chew.Me sk
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LaLeHavasJ ity, AZ 86403

tel QEB-EBB-EE l 1]

fax 928-680-7 379 mail: kshmarine@rraz.net

HONDA

GENERATORS

"

Electric Start
Extended Run Time

All units are shlrped pre-serviced and
tested for output with extra spark plug.

Free shipping coatinental U.S. Mo sales tax. Mo insarance charge.

Get your back-up power now!

Ball POWER EQUIPMENT

Full Line Honda Dealer
Lightweight » Super quiet » Eco throttle » D.C. charging
Couple 2 units together to Double output

Kansas City, MO




FULL
ACCESS

Park it with NE\,ERWAX FYrTT]l  YOUR DESTINATION FOR
Power Caster!

Maneuver your trailer easily in limited
space, around corners, forward or reverse
3 with the flip of a switch! =%

Easy 2-step process. Wipa
on, let dry. Looks like new,
lasts over 12 months.

SAFE to use: Restore and )
! Chain guard Erotect. No rub- 13
 Ground wire |/ { ing or buffing.
Mo / SE E our video demo on our website!
P ' Made in
The Original sallti pOlI | roducts.com SR
Trailer Mover! o 22-5013 Keep your RV running in tip-top

Manufactured since 1967,

shape using our Expert Tech Tips
and RV How-To Video Library

Access anytime from your PC,
Mac or Mobile Device

(626) 287-6117

www.powercaster.com

. ' e
2013 3600 SIER
; Take a photo and enter it
in the Trailer Life
“Wherever Adventure Takes You”
photo contest, sponsored by
Powerhouse Generators. Go to
Trailerlife.com/wherever-adventure-
takes-you for entry rules and deadlines,
plus a list of amazing prizes.

Full-Access™ Exclusive
Videos Include:

* Appliances & Utilities

* Electronics & Accessories
* Maintenance & Repair

* Power & Water Systems
* Sanitation Systems

*And Much More!

Give it your best shot...

RV Maﬂtetpla"

1.888.926.5517
www.parkit360.com

LIMITED TIME OFFER
ONLY $20.98/YEAR!

GO tO http://go.trailerlife.tv/tlvideo
to claim your discount and learn more!

Visit

TrailerLife.com | LEEARICEICNE
847-229-6756 — Presented by:

katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com & Good Sam Club

*Limited time offer expires May 27, 2014. Valid on Annual Membership only.
Discount cannot be combined with other offers.

1€L¥00




TurboKOOL

12-Volt Cooling for RVs

TurboKOOL Evaporative “Swamp” Coolers
Powered by Battery and/or Solar.

Cools your RV (up to 29° reduction)

without “plugging in"! Quiet and Affordable
1-800-326-4410 free brochure www.turbokool.com

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant -- good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401.

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED

DELIVER RVS W/YOUR TRUCK. DRIVERS NEEDED
NOW to pick up & deliver RVs to dealer!

Top pay. Choose your own trips -- drive as
much or as little as you like all across US &
Canada. Free orientation & training. See
video: www.classic-transportinc.com. Email
Rhonda at rblanchard@classic-transportinc.com
or call 866-724-1606.

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS--Travel and
stay in RV parks FREE. Set your own income
selling advertising for RV parks. Up to 65%
commission. Call 1-800-832-3292. Full training.
www.SoutheastPublications.com

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas

Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village
RV Lots $20's, RV Casitas $120s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

INVESTMENTS

EARN 6% INTEREST

PER ANNUM

1(855) 306-3223 Toll Free
Not available in some states.
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THAILERS, ACCESS0RIES, REAL ESTATE AND MORE!

LEGAL SERVICES

MONTANA LLC LAWYER ¢ SAVE SALES TAX $
on next RV purchase e Attorney operated.
® Go with 36+ years experienced law firm.
1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com

LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT

BLACK HILLS, SD LAND FOR SALE BY OWNER.
Between Deadwood & Custer. 10 - 72 acres.
Remote, currently no power. Surrounded

by USFS land. Hundreds of miles of trails.
Ideal for RVing, hunting & horses. Email
Kevin@@dhenmach.com or call Jack 952-201-8106

MAIL FORWARDING

SD’s Oldest & Largest Mail Forwarding Company
ALTERNATIVE RESOURCES 800-477-2664

Call us about SD residency benefits

See us at www.alternativeresources.net

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD

LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us first!

OUR MAIL TRAVEL SERVICE  800-723-0110

e Merritt Island, FL. No State Income Tax

¢ No Vehicle Inspection ® Low RV Reg

24Yrs Exp  FREE BROCHURE e mailtravelservice.com

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV 7

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.
60,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings
www.RVT.com or 1.877.705.0025

RV REGISTRY

www.rvregistry.com

Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners

No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers 800-546-8457

RV LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT

RV LOT AT RIVER RANCH RV RESORT IN FL.
40" x 80" waterfront lot has all hookups

on 20" x 60" paved pad. 10" x 20" dock
w/access to Kissimmee River. $69K.
ranjerboy(@peoplepc.com or 717-385-8267

See latest designs of Mobile Suites
Join us for the
SOITCNationalRally.com

June 9-15, 2014

RV STORAGE

FOUNTAIN HILLS RV/BOAT STORAGE IN AZ.
Covered and uncovered 25-48 ft lengths,
water and electricity availl: 24 hr access.
www.mfdc.com/FHMS or call 480-837-0297

SERVICES

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC

Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save
over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

RV Tours & Rallies across North America
AlaskaeCanadaeUSAeMexico+0verseas
Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or
call for your FREE Catalog 800-872-7897




WORLDWIDE RV TOURS AND RALLIES
Mexico, Canada, Alaska, Overseas & USA
Rallies: Rose Parade, Kentucky Derby, NYC
Albuquerque Balloon, Calgary Stampede
800-952-8496 www.fantasyrvtours.com

TOW VEHICLE/TRAILER PACKAGES

2010 MOUNTAIN MASTER hauler, 330 Cummins
auto, 15 mpg solo, seats 6, all air ride, huge
stor. New Horizons RV 38" 3 S/0, RR L/R, rustic
cherry, king, fireplace, loaded. Sell sep.
623-451-7121.

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

2006 MED DUTY TRUCK, RV, MCLOADER/CARRIER
& MC. 40K mi, 275 HP, Allison 6 spd 42 K mi,
33’ 5th wheel, slide, gen. HD SPORTSTER

4K mi, $49,900. 623-451-7121

TOWABLE VEHICLES

TOW 2010 FORD EDGE LTD AWD, LOADED.
46K mi. Roadmaster Evenbrake & Falcon
hitch, 25K plus mi towed. 2 sets of
Snowflake tires incl. $24K or offer. OR.
gary(@garykislingcpa.com 503-805-0268

& Good Sam Club

Now, more money-saving
reasons to join!
- Good Sam RV Park Camping Discounts
- Camping World Club Pricing
- Pilot Flying ) Fuel, Propane & Dump
Station Discounts
«Plus Many More!

Join today at
GoodSamClub.com
or call 1.800.234.3450

For advertising information contact Katey Purgatorio:

Phone 847-229-6756 Fax 270-495-6278 Email Katey.Purgatorio@goodsam.com
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Classified Department, 3431 S. 257th Street, Kent, WA 98032

TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

MSRP: $107 498w

NEW 2014 Heartland Landmark Key Largo

Full Body Paint. Loaded Only $73,900! Guar Best
Price! 888-255-6907. New units-Loaded. Cust order
avail no chg. View New/Used Units www.rvs4less.net

Eggcamper LIGHTWEIGHT AERODYNAMIC
EASY TOW MOLDED FIBERGLASS travel trailer
EASY CLEAN MOLDED INTERIOR
www.eggcamper.com 616-437-9255

MSRP:[ST2.8T

NEW 2014 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3: Loaded

Only $97,581 New units-Cust order avail at no chg.
Guar Best Price! More info at 888-255-6907. View
Full Line of New/Used Units. www.rvs4less.net

NATION’S LOW PRICED 5th WHEEL EXPERTS
Huge inventory of new/used high end 5ths
DRV Mobile Suites, Lifestyle, Trilogy, HitchHiker
View units at www.kansasrvcenter.com
800-835-0676 or sales@nuwa.com for info

Private Parties: $30 per line, four-
line minimum. Add $65 for color
photo. All red text add $25.

Commercial: $72 per line, four-line
minimum, 40 characters per line.
For photo ads (limited to RVs and
real estate), add $95 B/W or $115
color. For logo add $95 B/W, $115
color. No category limitations for
logos. All red text add $50.

Display Advertising: 1" ad B/W
$395. 2" ad B/W $675. Add $75 for
color. Frequency discounts apply.

Payment: Check, VISA, MasterCard,
Discover, American Express.

Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com
Phone: (847) 229-6756
Fax: (270) 495-6278
Mail: Trailer Life
Attn: Classified Dept.

3431 S. 257th Street
Kent, WA 98032
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People come from miles away to soak in

the thermal waters of Hot Springs, Arkansas

t's early; the sun isn’t even up yet.

Central Avenue, known as Bathhouse
Row here in Hot Springs, Arkansas,
is empty. It would be as quiet as dawn
usually is, were it not for the rumbling
whine of a street-sweeping machine.
Lit like a carnival sign, with flashing
yellow lights, it creeps along next to
the curb. A whirling brush sweeps up
what's in the gutter. A few leaves appear to be all there is
to pick up — the sweeper was here just yesterday.

The daily visits of the sweeper strike me as
emblematic of a town where hot baths — presumably
bathers come out clean — are the reason for its existence.
Bathing has always been the major industry in Hot
Springs. In its heyday, the middle part of the last century,
the 20 bathhouses here churned out a million baths a year.

To get clean, however, was not the main reason people
were in the hot water — call it a collateral benefit. They
came simply to soak in it and to drink it, and they still do.

Western Arkansas has 47 natural hot springs, concen-
trated in a valley of the Zigzag Mountains. Bubbling out of
the ground at 147 degrees, then piped into the bathhouses
and spas, it's this water that gives Hot Springs its name.
The water was once thought to cure about everything,
even mental illness. In fact, Hot Springs was often called
“the resort of last resort.”

The federal government took an interest in preserving
the springs and set the area aside as a U.S. reservation
in 1832. Had America had a national park system then,
it would have been our first national park. (Yellowstone
Park, established in 1872, was the first.) In 1921 Hot
Springs became our 18th national park — not the oldest,
but it is the smallest.

Bathhouse Row is the only part of town that’s in the
park. Only two bathhouses are operating today. One, the
Buckstaff, has been in continuous operation since 1912.

The water from the springs is more than 4,000 years
old. It percolates down through the earth that long before
it boils back up. About 700,000 gallons a day are collected
for use in the bathhouses and the spa at the Arlington

m Bill will be in Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin. To connect with Bill, email him at roadscribe @aol.com
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by Bill Graves

(Top) The 147-degree spring water has cooled by the time it
reaches this stream on Bathhouse Row. (Above) The Buckstaff,
with the blue awnings, is one of two bathhouses still operating
in Hot Springs.

Hotel. The park operates a cooling station that takes the
water from scalding down to just hot before pumping it
into the bathhouses.

The water is odorless, flavorless and colorless.
Although it has traces of minerals, the heat gives the
water whatever therapeutic properties it may have. A
water-jug fountain stands at the end of Bathhouse Row,
and it supplies spring water, but not hot. The people | met
there had come from as far as 50 miles away to fill their
jugs with the free water.

Native Americans were probably the first “vacationers”
who came here to soak in the springs. Because this is
a one-of-kind place, the springs were neutral territory.
Indian tribes that were at war with each other used it,
though maybe not at the same time.

That same unwritten law existed in the 1920s when
Hot Springs was a favorite resort of America’s underworld.
Although the mob hung out here for more than a decade,
no mob killings occurred in Hot Springs. Al Capone kept
a year-round suite in the famous Arlington Hotel — suite
443, which today has his name on the door. From his
window — if he was up early enough — he could look
down Central Avenue and watch the street-sweeping
machine on its morning run.

Welcome to America’s Outback. &



SAVE TODAY. S MORES TOMORROW.

See how much you could save on RV insurance.

GEICD for your RV

geico.com | [-877-434-2678 | local office

Geico, Circle 119 on Reader Service Card

‘Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in allstates or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. The GEICO Gecko © (993-2014. @ 2014 GEICO
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