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DRIVER’S 
SEAT JULY

Making reservations early is the key to getting 
a campsite during the busiest times of the year

I have written about the phenomenal growth of RVing since the end of the recent 
recession, and it is exciting to see…to a point. While we love welcoming RVers 

to our ranks, the great number of newbies means it can be a challenge to fi nd 
campsites, especially during the peak seasons of summer nationally and winter 
in the South. The campground industry is working hard to increase campsite 
inventory, and developers are trying to build new campgrounds, but the approval 
process can be diffi cult. 

While the industry is making strides, RVers must learn to plan ahead to get 
the sites they want, when they want them. Sometimes that means making reserva-
tions a year in advance for the most popular spots, during the most popular times, 
whether at privately owned campgrounds or national and state parks. For full-timers 
who need a place to stay every night of the year, this is particularly challenging, 
and many fi nd that booking well in advance makes their travels more stress-free. 
Finding sites in July can be especially tricky, as they fi ll up with families on summer 
vacations and RVers making the most of the long Independence Day weekend. 

For those spending the Fourth of July in the Midwest this year, George Rogers 
Clark National Historical Park in Vincennes, Indiana, is a great place to visit. As 
America celebrates its 241st year, Pamela Selbert travels to the former Fort 
Sackville (page 56), the British outpost that was the site of a 1779 battle that 
“assured United States claims to the frontier, an area nearly as large as the original 
13 states,” according to the National Park Service. Then Emily Fagan takes us to the 
south shore of Nova Scotia for another lesson in North American history (page 64), 
as Canada commemorates its 150th year with a celebration of its own.

For this month’s cover story, Kevin Livingston tours the eastern slope of the 
Sierra Nevada range towing the new Lance 2375 with the Nissan Titan XD Pro-4X 
with the Cummins turbo-diesel powerplant (page 18). This well-suited pair takes 
luxury and ruggedness to a whole new level. Crossing California to the coast, Donya 
Carlson reviews the Airstream Classic 30, another adventure in luxury (page 38). 

Wherever the road takes you, the Good Sam Club has some useful travel-
planning resources. The annual RV Travel & Savings Guide, the Good Sam website 
(www.goodsamclub.com) and the associated Good Sam Camping mobile app 
can help with fi nding RV sites in all areas of North America. If you’re a Good Sam 
member, you have online access to a complete trip-routing system, powered by 
Rand McNally. Itineraries created on the Good Sam website can then be forwarded 
to your Rand McNally RV GPS.

On behalf of the entire staff at Trailer Life, happy Fourth of July, and may your 
summer be fi lled with memorable RV trips. q

— Chris Dougherty, Technical Editor
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LETTERS 
JULY YOUR OPINIONS, STORIES AND FEEDBACK

We love your magazine and generally read it from cover to 
cover. Many of the park and exploration articles have enriched 
our wanderings, and the technical articles capture my husband’s attention.

Since we live in eastern Washington, specifi cally Pullman, home of the 
WSU Cougars, we are very familiar with the Columbia River Gorge described 
in Bobbie Hasselbring’s May article, “Simply Gorge-ous.” We have driven 
through the gorge on both sides of the Columbia River and have visited 
Oregon’s Crown Point and many of the waterfalls listed in the article, as well 
as Washington’s Maryhill State Park, Maryhill Museum of Art and Stonehenge. 

Also on the Washington side in that general area is a small state park in 
Goldendale that has one of the only public astronomic observatories in the 
United States. The park’s original 24½-inch Cassegrain refl ecting telescope 
was built and donated to the city by some avid recreational astronomers and 
opened to the public in 1973. In 2016 the telescope was renovated and updated 
to a Newtonian scope, which is better for visual and photographic use. There 
is also a telescope for solar viewing. We have visited the park a number of 
times. It is an experience that is not to be missed.
Dot Newkirk, Pullman, Washington

After upgrading its impressively large public 
telescope last year, Goldendale Observatory State 
Park is now renovating the rest of its facilities, with 
new exhibits expected to open next spring. In the 
meantime, the park is open Friday through Sunday, 
with astronomy shows at 4 p.m. (solar) and 8:30 p.m. (night sky) running through 
September. For details, go to www.goldendaleobservatory.com. — Editors

Keeping Up with Columbia
Thanks for “Columbia’s Foundation,” 
the great article in the May issue 
about Columbia, Missouri. As a 
lifelong resident, I know all the places 
Pamela Selbert wrote about. I also 
know she couldn’t possibly mention 
everything we have to offer, but I 
would like to bring a few more to 
fellow readers. First, if you are on the 
Francis Quadrangle at the University 
of Missouri, you are only a stone’s 
throw away from Shakespeare’s 
Pizza. It is a favorite of residents as 
well as college students. Another 
local favorite is Booches with what 
some say are the best hamburgers 
around. Just a short drive east of 
town, off I-70, is Serenity Valley 
Winery. Columbia is home to several 
microbreweries as well. And lastly, 
located at the intersection of I-70 and 
U.S. Route 63 is Pine Grove Village, 
a Good Sam Park. 
Kent Bower, Columbia, Missouri

I enjoyed Pamela Selbert’s article on 
Columbia, Missouri. Our daughter 
lives there, and we visit frequently. 
It is a lovely town. One highlight that 
was missed is Warm Springs Ranch, 
about 20 miles west of Columbia. It is 
owned and maintained by Anheuser-
Busch, and is the breeding ranch 
for the company’s Clydesdales. We 
were fortunate to see a newborn 
Clydesdale on our visit. The facility is 
fi rst-class. Tours are heavily booked, 
so plan ahead or hope for a cancel-
lation. Yes, tasting and souvenirs are 
available at the conclusion of the tour.
Dennis Herling, Seabeck, Washington

Pamela Selbert enjoyed her tour of 
Warm Springs Ranch so much that 

Searching for Slideouts
Do you know of a website that allows 
you to search for RVs by length and 
slides? I’d like to buy a used RV, but 
it is diffi cult to fi nd one as short as 
I need with at least one slide.
Jeanne Griffi th, Oxford, Nebraska

The RV Buyers Guide website, 
www.rvbg.com, produced by Trailer 
Life and MotorHome, allows users 
to search for RVs by type, make, price, 
length and year, going back to 2003. 
Although slideouts isn’t a search 
fi eld, linked fl oorplans for each model 
show the number of slides, their 
position and length. — Editors q

she devoted a separate article to it. 
See “Horsin’ Around in Missouri” in 
June’s Around the Bend section or 
on www.trailerlife.com. — Editors

Clean Fuel, 
Happy Customer
Thank you for “Clean Fuel, Happy 
Engine,” Bill and Jenn Gehr’s great 
article on the Ford 6.7-liter engine 
and associated water problems in the 
December 2016 issue. After reading 
the article, I ordered a DieselSite 
water separator and fi lter kit. I had 
corrosion problems with the valves 
on the bowls, and after contacting 
DieselSite, they are sending replace-
ment parts. This is a great company, 
and the people are very helpful, un-
derstanding and professional. The 
customer service is by far the best 
that I have dealt with.
Gary Mohr, Monroe City, Missouri

Write to: Trailer Life, 
2750 Park View Court, 

Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 or 
email info@trailerlife.com. Please include 
your full name and location.

TALK TO US!
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times. It is an experience that is not to be missed.
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 Fiesta Heavy Duty (HD) 

TM

   Quality   •   Value                                                       Performance   •   Style

For more information about Carefree products, please visit us at www.CarefreeOfColorado.com

The best just got better!

Metal Canopy Clamps
keep your awning tight

& wrinkle free.

There’s no reach
with Carefree’s metal

Remote Lock.

Metal travel locks
shown open (left) and 

closed (right).

Don’t forget to protect
your fabric with Carefree’s 

FLXguard TM

New! Carbon � ber design

The Fiesta Heavy-Duty (HD) is the next great addition 

to the Fiesta Awning Series. The Fiesta already boasts 

the strongest arm channels and the longest life of

any spring loaded awning available today. The Fiesta 

HD is taking the best and making it even better. 

The Fiesta HD includes enhanced metal Travel Locks, 

Remote Locks and Canopy Clamps which come in 

Carefree’s signature orange HD hardware. All Fiesta HD 

hardware and components can be easily retro� tted 

onto your current Fiesta awning.

Carefree of Colorado, Circle 106 on Reader Service Card
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billion cans of Spam have been sold, and 
3.8 cans are consumed every second 
in the United States alone. It’s sold on 
every continent including Antarctica, and 
every day 19,000 hogs become Spam, 
fi lling 396 cans per minute.

The Spam Museum moved to a new 
site in downtown Austin, Minnesota, 
last year. The 14,000-square-foot 
facility offers self-guided tours and 
dozens of exhibits, many of them inter-
active videos, games or hands-on, plus 
lots of Spam trivia. Volunteer guides, 
called Spambassadors, offer visitors 
bites of Spam on toothpicks.

Museum hours are Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. 
Admission is free. 

Spam Museum
507-437-5100, www.spam.com/museum

Two RV parks are about 32 miles away 
in Owatonna: 
Hope Oak Knoll Campground 
Open April 15 to October 15
507-451-2998
River View Campground 
Open mid-April until mid-October
507-451-8050
www.riverviewcampgroundminnesota.com

NEWS | EVENTS | PEOPLE | PLACES | PARKS | RV TRENDS              by Donya Carlson

AROUND
THE BEND

Born of frugality, resourcefulness 
and a touch of genius, an American 
food icon turns 80 this year. In 1937, 
with the Great Depression still under 
way, Jay Hormel of Hormel Foods — 
a fi rm his father, George, had founded 
45 years earlier — used his culinary 
wizardry to turn “meat with no fl avor” 
into a classic.  

With the plan to create a budget-
friendly, shelf-stable protein, one 
that didn’t require refrigeration, the 
younger Hormel blended pork shoulder 
(previously considered “undesirable”) 
with ham, salt, sugar and spices. The 
resulting product was a luncheon meat 
that would become so popular it even 
merited its own museum.

But it needed a name, so a com-
petition was held. The $100-prize-
winning name “Spam” was suggested 
by Kenneth Daigneau, brother of a 
Hormel vice president. Though the 
tongue-in-cheek myth persists that 
Spam is an acronym for “Scientifi cally 
Processed Animal Matter,” the name 
is just a combo of “spicy” and “ham.”

Some folks like to poke fun at 
Spam, such as two visitors overheard 
at the museum: 

“What’s in Spam, anyway?” asked one. 
“Nobody knows,” menacingly 

quipped the other.
British comedy group Monty 

Python spoofed the product in a skit, 
but Spam takes it all with good humor, 
even including a clip of the skit in a 
museum exhibit.

 Jokes aside, Spam has been 
called a lifesaver. In 1941, Congress 
passed the Lend-Lease Act to provide 
aid to allied forces, and soon the 
United States was sending Spam to 
Britain and Russia at the rate of 15 
million cans a week. Soviet leader 
Nikita Khrushchev credited it with 
keeping his army alive, and British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
remembered it as a “war-time 
delicacy.” Spam has also famously fed 
American soldiers, and civilians have 
long enjoyed the “meat of many uses,” 
now available in 15 fl avors.

Over its eight decades, roughly 10 

The Spam Museum recently moved to a 14,000-square-foot facility that offers
interactive videos and hands-on exhibits (right), Spam trivia and self-guided tours.

The Spam Museum in Austin, Minnesota, highlights the history of the 
meat that has fed people on every continent for the past eight decades

article by Pamela Selbert
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Spam Turns 80
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AROUND
THE BEND

Built in Shipshewana, Indiana, Livin’ Lite’s all-aluminum 
QuickSilver toy hauler comes in fl ashy colors — orange, 
yellow, red — or subtle — silver frost, light pewter, charcoal 
gray — among others, in lengths from 24 feet 2 inches to 33 
feet 11 inches. The QuickSilver’s frame is aluminum, as are 
the cabinets and the tongue-and-groove fl oor with D-rings 
bolted into it for holding down your motorized toys. With no 
wood in the structure of the trailer, the QuickSilver is light-
weight and durable, with unloaded weights starting at under 
4,000 pounds, plus it’s easy to clean. 

A new fl oorplan will join the eight others this fall, all of 
which feature residential Trek freeze/crack-proof linoleum, which feature residential Trek freeze/crack-proof linoleum, 

Hi-Yo, QuickSilver!
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Look for a money saving coupon
under FIND A RETAILER at www.damprid.com

# 
Moisture Absorption
ALL NATURAL1

Eliminate Musty Odors Plus
Prevent Moisture Damage Inside Your RV

Place DampRid® in RV between uses & during storage to prevent musty odors

DampRid® continuously attracts & traps excess moisture to prevent musty odors

Put the hanging
bag in your RV’s

closet or bathroom.

The hi-capacity tub
features a sealed safety
cover to prevent spills.

Available at all Retailers

+

MotorHome - 1/2 Page Ad

6.875”

4.75”

solid-surface countertops, a portable composite dinette 
table, 6-cubic-foot refrigerator, convection microwave 
and an all-aluminum shower surround. Dual-pane Euro 
windows can open at any angle, and the cabinets have air-
plane-style latches so they won’t come open when bouncing 
down a back road. Off-road versions are available with 
larger all-terrain tires and higher clearance.

Freshwater capacity is 38 gallons in the smaller models 
and jumps to 63 gallons for the 28-foot 4-inch 8.5x24FBA 
and larger QuickSilvers. The 8.5x24FBA, for instance, has a 
14-foot 8-inch garage area for toys, a claimed cargo carrying 
capacity of 3,944 pounds and a base MSRP of $31,143.
Livin’ Lite, 800-768-4016, www.livinlite.com

The QuickSilver 
8.5x24FBA all-
aluminum toy hauler 
can sleep up to six 
with the standard 
fold-up dinette and 
sofa bed. Standard
is a queen bed; 
optional is a second 
HappiJac queen bed. 

D
am

pR
id

 M
oi

st
ur

e 
A

bs
or

be
rs

, 
C

ir
cl

e 
1

5
8

 o
n 

R
ea

de
r 

S
er

vi
ce

 C
ar

d

yellow, red — or subtle — silver frost, light pewter, charcoal 
gray — among others, in lengths from 24 feet 2 inches to 33 
feet 11 inches. The QuickSilver’s frame is aluminum, as are 

bolted into it for holding down your motorized toys. With no 

weight and durable, with unloaded weights starting at under 
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Denver’s Wild Rides
The Mile High City in the shadows of the Rocky 
Mountains brings together thousands of people 
every summer for fun bicycle rides. Cruise along 
downtown Denver with costume-wearing cyclists 
to take in the sights, enjoy the city’s many parks 
and green spaces, and meet other like-minded 
people in a festive environment. Denver Cruiser 
Ride end locations are kept secret — just follow 
the leaders along the route — but expect laughter, 
kooky outfi ts and a bit of a workout. The monthly 
wild rides around Colorado’s capital take place 
July 19 (Velorama Presents Rock Stars and Party 
Animals), August 9 (Dress Night) and September 
20 (Ski Bums and Snow Bunnies). Meet-ups are 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Gin Mill at 2041 Larimer 
Street, with the rides starting at 8:15 p.m.
Denver Cruiser Ride, www.denvercruiserride.com

Stay, Play, Splash 
and Swim
Lovers of water-related 
activities can get their fi ll at 
Jellystone Park Camp-Resorts 
in Mannford, Oklahoma, and 
Kerrville, Texas, and other parks this summer. The 
Oklahoma campground has added two 100-foot-long waterslides and 
a pair of swimming pools to its RV park on the banks of 25,000-acre 
Keystone Lake. A massive fl oating aqua-park playground is also on site 
with climbing structures, obstacle courses, slides and fl oating trampo-
lines. Mannford, near Tulsa, is surrounded by open and wooded land, 
and the park will remain open until September 10 this year.

Jellystone Kerrville, with more than 200 RV sites, is in the heart of 
Hill Country along the Guadalupe River. An almost 20,000-square-foot 
water zone opened Memorial Day weekend and features three water-
slides, two kiddie waterslides, two water cannons, 13 water blasters 
and a 750-gallon elevated Hydro Storm water tank that periodically 
dumps water on those who wander beneath.

Check the Jellystone website for other parks with water adventures. 
Tabor City in North Carolina plans to open a 10,000-square-foot inter-
active water-play structure this summer, and Burleson, Texas, offers 
neighboring Pirate’s Cove, a 26,000-square-foot water-play park. For a 
wet and wild adventure, load up the RV and pack your swimsuits.
Jellystone Park Camp-Resorts, www.campjellystone.com

Stay, Play, Splash 

Jellystone Park Camp-Resorts 

Kerrville, Texas, and other parks this summer. The 
Oklahoma campground has added two 100-foot-long waterslides and 
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Keystone Lake Jellystone Park, Mannford, Oklahoma. 
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AROUND
THE BEND

Auto-Infl ating OPUS Camper
OPUS Camper, based in California’s 
San Francisco Bay area, announced the 
selection of the Air OPUS in Good Design 
Australia’s prestigious design awards 
(the winner will be announced after 
this goes to press). OPUS competes in 
the Automotive and Transport category 
with design icons that include the Tesla 
Model X. The self-infl ating folding 
camper uses galvanized rubber inner 
tubes that erect it in two minutes, for a 
claimed total setup time of fi ve minutes. 
A built-into-the-unit compressor, 
running off two 110Ah 12-volt batteries, 
fi lls the tubes to a pressure able to 
withstand 55-MPH winds. 

The Good Design jury stated that the 
Air OPUS offered, “Genuine innovation 
at a surprisingly affordable price.”
www.opuscamper.us

Grand Design Hires 
1,000th Employee
Grand Design RV, headquartered in 
Middlebury, Indiana, crested the 1,000th 
employee mark in the fi rst half of 2017. 
The company, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Winnebago Industries, manufac-
tures travel trailers, fi fth-wheels and 
toy haulers. The company entered the 
RV market in January of 2013 and con-
structed a new Plant 6 that opened its 
doors for production late last year.

“Our employees are what make this 
company thrive and are ultimately re-
sponsible for our unprecedented growth. 
It’s such an honor to be able to make a 
difference in the community and have so 
many dedicated team members that call 
Grand Design home,” stated Don Clark, 
president and CEO of Grand Design RV.
www.granddesignrv.com

DESIGN AWARD MILESTONE

NEWSWIRE

Oregon’s Banana 
Belt Festivals
One of the country’s premier annual 
kite-fl ying events takes place in 
Brookings along the southern Oregon 
coast. Known for good weather, the 
area has scenic rivers and forests, 
and a wealth of outdoor activities. 
This year the Southern Oregon Kite 
Festival is July 14 to 16, and offers 
free admission and parking. Dem-
onstrations by professional kite 
teams and displays from kite makers 
highlight the event. There will be gifts 
and craft shops, vendors and booths, 
kids’ kite making, eats and treats, and 
fun for the whole family.
www.southernoregonkitefestival.com

While in Brookings, stay for another 
family-friendly event, the Festival 
of Art in Stout Park, August 5 and 6. 
Scheduled are booths with art displays, 
jewelry, pottery, metal work, music 
and activities for kids. A food court with 
microbrews and wine is open during 
the 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. event.
541-469-1807, www.wildriverscoastart
.com/art_festivals_and_events.html

Nearby RV Camping
Driftwood RV Park
541-469-9089
www.driftwoodrvpark.com
Harris Beach State Park
800-551-6949, www.oregonstate 
parks.org, www.reserveamerica.com 
Portside RV Park
877-787-2752
www.portside-rvpark.com q PH
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Save on Family Fun
Couponsforfun.com offers discounts and coupons for family and cultural attrac-
tions. The website’s new user-friendly design makes it easier to fi nd offers at more 
than 400 attractions in 22 states. Planning a family vacation? Check out savings 
at theme and amusement parks, zoos and aquariums, sporting and educational 
events, museums, balloon adventures, vintage-train rides, bicycle rides, riverboat 
cruises, tours, whitewater adventures and much more. New attractions are added 
periodically, so keep watching the website.
couponsforfun.com

Couponsforfun.com offers discounts on 
activities such as kayaking around scenic 
Lake Tahoe in California and Nevada. 
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RV RESOLUTIONS
TRAILER LIFE TO THE RESCUE

RV Resolutions is a forum for the settlement of confl icts 
between consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessory suppliers 
and service providers. After exhausting all other resources without success, 
please send a typed letter to Trailer Life RV Resolutions, 2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036. Include copies of appropriate bills and 
correspondence as well as a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

NEED HELP? »

I have been a reader of Trailer Life
for many years and always take an 
interest in RV Resolutions. However, 
it never occurred to me that one day 
I would be submitting a request for 
your assistance in resolving my own 
warranty problem. 

We purchased a new K-Z Durango 
Gold 370RL from Bucars RV Centre 
in Calgary, Alberta, in April 2015. 
Having barely used the trailer during 
2015 because of medical issues, we 
fi nally set out on a fi ve-week tour of 
western Canada in June 2016. I noted 
during our travels that all four tires 
were prematurely wearing on the 
outside edge, with the front passen-
ger’s side being the worst.

Upon our return, I contacted the 
Bucars warranty department and 
advised them that the trailer had 
only 6,500 miles on it and this was 
not normal tire wear. The decision 
was made to take the trailer to 
Summerland RV Centre, our local 
dealer in the Okanagan Valley of 
British Columbia, rather than towing 
it nearly 400 miles back to Calgary. 

Summerland diagnosed that the 
camber was out of alignment on all 
four points and provided this infor-
mation to the warranty department 
at K-Z. I subsequently was advised 
that the manufacturer would pay 
a maximum of $600 to correct the 
problem, presumably for one new 
axle and two tires. My immediate 
concern was that this would correct 
only half the problem, as all four 
tires were wearing on the outside 
edge. I expressed my concern to 
Summerland, and they advised me 
to contact the manufacturer directly. 
I told Summerland to proceed with 
the work and replace both axles.

I called K-Z’s customer-service 
department on three occasions, each 
time leaving a message requesting 
that a representative return my call. 

No calls were ever returned. I then 
sent an email to K-Z outlining my 
concern. Again, no reply was received.

Exasperated, I spoke with Sum-
merland, and they advised me to 
contact Bob Carter in K-Z’s warranty 
department, as they had sent all my 
information to him. I forwarded my 
original email to Mr. Carter. However, 
a response was not received. I called 
Bucars for further direction, and 
they advised contacting Mark Owens, 
general manager of customer service. 
I forwarded my note to Mr. Owens, and 
to date I have not received any form 
of communication from the manufac-
turer. I remain puzzled as to why the 
company would refuse to contact me 
as a customer. 

We picked up our trailer on 
Sep tem ber 19, 2016, and paid 
Summerland for the work. We then 
purchased four new Maxxis ST tires 
and had them installed. 

When we purchased the fi fth-
wheel, Bucars emphasized the 
two-year warranty versus a one-
year-warranty of other manufactur-
ers. Disappointingly, the material 
promoting a two-year warranty 
appears to be overstated. 

I respectfully request that you 
consider our situation worthy of 
your intervention.
John Enns
West Kelowna, British Columbia

THE COMPANY RESPONDS
After contacting K-Z on John Enns’ 
behalf, we received an email from 
the company’s customer-service 

Hello? Is Anyone Listening?
Feeling ignored when the manufacturer of his fi fth-wheel didn’t respond to phone 
calls and emails, a Canadian reader reached out to RV Resolutions for help:

No calls were ever returned. I then 
sent an email to K-Z outlining my 
concern. Again, no reply was received.

Exasperated, I spoke with Sum-
merland, and they advised me to 
contact Bob Carter in K-Z’s warranty 
department, as they had sent all my 
information to him. I forwarded my 
original email to Mr. Carter. However, 
a response was not received. I called 

Feeling ignored when the manufacturer of his fi fth-wheel didn’t respond to phone 
calls and emails, a Canadian reader reached out to RV Resolutions for help:

manager that contained the following 
reimbursement offer:

We have been in the process of 
resolving the issue with John Enns, 
who is requesting reimbursement 
for repair of his 2015 Durango Gold 
370RL. The process of this reim-
bursement has taken longer than 
most due to all the different elements 
that were involved. 

We normally would not participate 
with a diagnosis of alignment when 
our warranty states that this is not a 
covered issue. With that being said, 
we have taken into consideration 
Mr. Enns’ expressed frustration with 
no response on several attempts 
to contact K-Z RV and the miscom-
municating of participation from 
Summerland RV Centre. 

As a one-time goodwill offer with 
the purpose of customer satisfaction, 
we are willing to make an exception 
and offer to reimburse Mr. Enns a total 
of $1,190.15. A copy of this email will 
go to Mr. Enns, and we will assume we 
have come to a solution to this issue. 
A check will be processed within the 
next 30 days and mailed to Mr. Enns. 
Sharrita Carpenter, Manager
K-Z RV Customer Service
Shipshewana, Indiana q
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Pala RV Resort: 11042 Hwy 76, Pala, CA 92059 • PALACASINO.COM
Please Gamble Responsibly. Gambling Helpline 1-800-522-4700

The votes are in, and the Pala Casino RV Resort has been named one 
of the best places to spend your vacation. Come discover fun and 
excitement in the foothills of the Palomar Mountains. You’ll enjoy 
comfort, fantastic amenities and unbelievable views. This luxurious 
RV Resort has a heated pool and 2 spas, and it is just a short shuttle 
ride to the four-diamond Pala Casino Spa and Resort. your next great vacation

PALA RV
RESORT

100 Full-service sites
• Grass Lawns and Picnic Tables
• 77 – 30’ x 55’ Back-In-Sites 
• 6 – 30’ x 60’ Luxury Sites with BBQ Grills
• 17 – 30’ x 70’ Pull-Through Sites
• 20-30-50 Amp Power
• Electric, Water & Sewer Hook-ups
• Free Wi-Fi & Cable TV
• Restrooms & Showers
• Key Card Access to Amenities
• 24-hour Security Patrol
• Propane Fuel Available
• Free Shuttle to Casino

indoor amenities
• Games, Billiard Table, Card Tables    •  3 Flat-Screen TVs

outdoor amenities
• Heated Pool    •  5 BBQ Grill Areas    •  Table Tennis
• Horseshoe Pit    •  Fenced Dog Park

for additional charge
• Clubhouse with 2 Kitchens    •  Laundry (24 Hours)
• 3 Pets Per RV ($5/Pet – 7-Day Restrictions)
• Early Check-In/Late Check-Out (Based on Availability)
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Salute to Summer: Everything Under the Sun
Camping World welcomes the season with a June 22 through 25 sales event at 
its more than 120 retail and service locations. Sponsored by Dometic, the four-day 
Salute to Summer features special offers on a variety of RV parts and accessories, 
outdoor gear and newly expanded lines of housewares and pet supplies. Customers 
receive a free pair of patriotic sunglasses with in-store purchases of $75 or more, 
while supplies last. Free lunch will be served June 23 and 24 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Visit www.campingworld.com to fi nd Camping World SuperCenter locations, 
maps and driving directions, and to shop online.

GOOD SAM CLUB  |  800-234-3450  |  WWW.GOODSAMCLUB.COM  |  CLUB@GOODSAM.COM

Two travel tools tap into Good Sam’s 
deep reservoir of trip-planning data

DREAM IT, MAP IT, GO

S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T :  G O O D  S A M  C L U B

M E M B E R  N E W S  |  B E N E F I T S  |  E V E N T S  |  PA R K S  |  S A V I N G S

S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T :  G O O D  S A M  C L U B

Stock up for the 
season and save.

of fuel consumption. The search can be fi ltered to indicate 
low clearances and propane restrictions, and to fi nd shopping, 
restaurants and festivals as far as 60 miles from the route. 
Click on any RV-park map pin, and a pop-up will show 
campground ratings and amenities. When you choose to 
include Good Sam Parks along your route, they are indicated 
by the club’s halo-topped mascot. 

CAMPING APP
The Good Sam Camping App puts the club’s 
resources to work on smartphones and tablets.

GET GOING: From Apple’s App Store or 
Google Play, load the free Good Sam Camping 
App to your Apple or Android mobile device. 
To launch a campground search, enter your 
destination and fi lter the results based on 
preferences that include Pets OK, Swimming, 
Internet, 50 Amps and Open All Year. Then select an RV 
park and click on Map View to fi nd out how to get there. 
Smartphone users can tap the phone number in each listing 
to call parks instantly for more information or to make res-
ervations. To zero in on Good Sam Parks and other member-
discount locations, tap on the map pins for more information. 

With travel season in full swing, members can let 
the Good Sam Club sweat the details on RV trips this 
summer and beyond. Two free travel tools, the Good 
Sam Trip Planner and Camping App, put the club’s vast 
resources at members’ fi ngertips for fun, hassle-free 
road trips. Both tools are easy to use and provide detailed 
maps, extensive campground information and access 
to Good Sam’s exclusive RV park ratings and member 
discounts. Simply type in the destination and travel 
preferences, and Good Sam does the rest.

Creating vacation itineraries and making lasting memories is 
easy with Good Sam’s online Trip Planner and mobile Camping App.

TRIP 
PLANNER 
Using 
resources 
from the Good 
Sam Club 
and trusted 
mapmaker 
Rand McNally, 

the Good 
Sam Trip 

Planner plots RV itineraries on the club’s website. The online 
mapping tool harnesses Good Sam’s database of 12,000-
plus RV parks and services and three-tiered campground 
ratings, and identifi es Good Sam Parks, Pilot Flying J fuel 
centers, Camping World SuperCenters and other locations 
that honor member discounts along the route. After searching 
for RV parks, users can scroll through campground photos, 
amenities and services, and plan the best route.

GET GOING: From www.goodsamclub.com, select Trip 
Planner from the Plan a Trip menu and type in your departure 
place and destination. Trip Planner creates point-to-point 
directions, and a calculator provides the approximate cost 
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Just in time for summer RV trips, 
Pilot Flying J has boosted its fuel 
discounts for Good Sam Club 
members. Members can now swipe 
their Good Sam card at the time of 
purchase and save 5 cents per gallon 
on gas and 8 cents per gallon on diesel 
when fi lling up at most Pilot and Flying 
J locations. That’s a 2-cent increase on 
the previous gas savings and a 5-cent 
bump on the diesel savings.

What form of payment can I use 
when purchasing fuel?
Use your own choice of payment in 
conjunction with your Good Sam Club 
membership card to receive savings at 
the pump. The discount comes off the 
cash or credit price, depending on what 
form of payment you use.

Does the membership fuel discount 
apply to any amount of gas or diesel?
Yes. The discount applies to any volume 
of fuel you purchase.

Does the fuel discount apply in the 
truck lanes?
Yes. To save on diesel fuel when using 
the truck lanes, prepay inside and have 
your membership card scanned at the 
time of purchase. The 8-cent diesel 
savings at the truck lanes will be taken 
off the cash or credit price, depending 
on how you pay. Fuel savings are 
applied instantly at the pump when 
fi lling up in the RV lanes or other fuel 
lanes, and you do not need to go inside 
to pay the cashier.

Can I use the “start the pump” feature 
and get the fuel discount?
Yes. Tell the cashier you would like to 
sign up for Easy Fuel or Pump Start at 
the truck lanes using your Good Sam 

membership card. You will be required 
to provide your driver’s license. The next 
time you fi ll up, insert your membership 
card in the pump at the truck lanes and 
enter the store to pay the cashier after 
the tank has been fi lled. 

Why isn’t the fuel discount available 
in all states?
Laws prohibit fuel discounts in some 
states.

Why isn’t the fuel discount available 
at some other locations?
Independently owned Pilot Flying and 
J locations can opt out of discount 
programs. These locations do not 
offer Good Sam Club discounts on 
gasoline, and cashiers will not accept 
membership cards for fuel savings. 
Dealer locations do offer the diesel 
discount at the truck lanes but only 
for transactions started at the pump. 

Do all Pilot and Flying J locations 
offer RV fueling lanes?
Almost all Flying J locations offer 
RV lanes. About 40 Pilot locations offer 
RV lanes. New locations will have RV 
lanes and other RV amenities such as 
dump stations and bulk propane.

Note: Other terms and conditions may apply.

HOW TO SAVE AT THE PUMP
Step 1: Insert your form of payment at 
the fuel pump.
Step 2: Swipe your Good Sam Club 
membership card (aka “loyalty card”).
Step 3: The savings are instantly applied 
to the fuel purchase.

PILOT FLYING J SAVINGS
Gas/U.S. ...........................5¢ per gallon
Diesel/U.S. .......................8¢ per gallon
Gas and Diesel/Canada ..... 1¢ per liter
Dump-Station Fees ..................... $2.50
Propane ...........................5¢ per gallon

Visit www.goodsamclub.com/pfj or 
www.pilotfl yingj.com, or download the 
Pilot Flying J mobile app, myPilot, for 
more information and to fi nd Pilot and 
Flying J locations that offer gas and 
diesel discounts and those that offer 
diesel discounts only. With a network 
of locations throughout North America, 
Pilot Flying J is the offi cial fuel provider 
and travel center of the Good Sam Club. 

PUMP UP THE 
FUEL SAVINGS

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

DID YOU KNOW? Forty-fi ve years ago, Good Sam published its fi rst guide to RV parks, the 1972 Recreational Vehicle 
Owners Directory. Thirty-nine years later, Good Sam’s annual guide merged with the Woodall’s campground directory, fi rst pub-
lished in 1948. Now known as the Good Sam RV Travel & Savings Guide, the 2017 edition lists 11,962 RV parks and campgrounds.

S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T :  G O O D  S A M  C L U B

Good Sam members now save 
more when fi lling up at Pilot Flying J’s 
network of interstate fuel centers.

Owners Directory
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Half-Ton Heaven
Achieving towing 

Nirvana with the light-
weight Lance 2375 

and the Nissan Titan 
XD Pro-4X 

In some cultures, personal journeys
are measured by spirituality and 
success in fi nding inner peace 

and harmony. Although not quite as 
thought-provoking, RV enthusiasts 
spend a great amount of time seek-
ing an ideal truck-and-trailer union, 
especially if they have narrowed the 
fi eld to the modern half-ton truck and 
a lightweight towable. When the right 
combination is selected, the result is 
usually a heavenly experience result-
ing in satisfaction and enjoyment of the 
lifestyle. The Lance 2375 rear-lounge 
trailer hitched up to Nissan’s Titan truck 
will certainly make you a believer that 
not all things in life happen by accident.

Peering deeper into this nearly 
perfect pair reveals the nuts and bolts 
of the 2375, the newest and largest 
to date of Lance’s lightweight travel 
trailers. From an aesthetic standpoint, 
the smooth and streamlined exterior 
lines intersect nearly fl awlessly. Aside 
from the excellent fi tment where mul-
tiple materials mate, the trailer’s walls 
are fi nished with tasteful graphics and 
a uniquely styled rear cap and front 
gravel guard.

To bring this trailer to life, the 
Huck-bolt-assembled frame serves 
as a base that’s destined to eliminate 
weak and rust-prone welds. The frame 
rides on rough-road-absorbing rubber-
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article by Kevin Livingston  photos by Scott Hirko

torsion independent-suspension 
Dexter axles with EZ Lube bearings 
and self-adjusting brakes. Stylish 
aluminum five-point wheels wrapped 
with relatively standard 205/75R14 
tires connect the axles to the asphalt. 
This combination proved to not only be 
roadworthy but flexed its muscles off-
pavement with grace and confidence.

All the belly region areas have 
four-season protection with strategi-
cally placed insulation and heating of 
all three holding tanks and their as-
sociated plumbing parts. Rounding out 
the frame features are BAL electric 
stabilizer jacks at all four corners, an 
electric hitch jack and the unique Tri-
Five Propane Tank. This system utilizes 
three 5-gallon LP-gas cylinders that 
can quickly and easily be exchanged 
at multiple locations throughout the 
United States, almost eliminating the 
need to hunt down a propane filling 
station. The powered stabilizer jacks 
are a convenient feature, but having 

two locked compartment doors on  
either side of the trailer for housing  
the switches, with only one main power 
switch, takes orientation and a little  
exercise walking from side to side.

Building the home portion on the 
chassis takes advantage of precision 
alignment of an aluminum wall struc-
ture. All Lance products are subjected 
to stringent assembly guidelines by 
employing CAD- and CNC-designed and 
-operated cutting, bending and laminat-
ing equipment. Building in this manner 
ensures that the walls, cabinetry and 
all included interior items end up where 
they’re supposed to be. This sort of 
building technique also allows for such 
close tolerances that both the exterior 
and interior walls require no tape or gap 
concealers, providing essentially a near-
perfect fit and finish. 

The same kind of detail goes into 
laminating the walls, substituting stan-
dard lauan for plastic-based composite 
Azdel, which is layered behind the outer 
fiberglass and on either side of the 
dense solid-foam insulation. The panels 
have three times the insulation value 
and half the weight of wood, and are 
impervious to water, so they will not rot, 
mold or delaminate side walls, accord-
ing to Azdel. This is all processed in a 
state-of-the-art room that uses special 

lights and heating, temperature and hu-
midity controls driven by key sensors. 

On the exterior walls, amenities are 
placed where they work best and look 
clean. Such items include a 20-foot 
lateral-arm Carefree electric awning 
with a wind sensor and LEDs, frameless 
dual-pane windows, slam-latch com-
partment doors and opposing battery 
boxes built into the walls. This is a good 
use of space, freeing up the area for 
the triple-LP-gas-cylinder configura-
tion. Topping off the outer structure is a 
one-piece molded TPO roof backed by a 
healthy 12-year limited warranty.

During a weeklong trip in the lower 
regions of California’s Sierra Nevada 
range, the 2375 lived up to Lance’s 
reputation as one of America’s premium 
truck-camper and lightweight-trailer 
builders. What you won’t find aboard 
the 2375 is an over-appointed interior 
with gaudy decor. Instead, the trailer is 
thoughtfully designed and loaded with 
just the right amount of features — 
everything you need and nothing you 
don’t for going out and creating your 
personal adventure. 

The 2375 was fitted with the Pas-
sage decor package, which exudes a 
home-away-from-home atmosphere. 
A highlight is the optional laziness-
inspiring J-couch near the entryway. 

(Left) Lance’s longest lightweight trailer was easy work for the Nissan Titan XD diesel-
powered truck. (Above) The small but functional galley is nicely appointed and has 
ample storage for foodstuffs. A hallway leads to the front bedroom with a queen bed.
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Just beyond the reach of the 
kitchen lies the bathroom and bed-
room. The bathroom doesn’t offer 
extravagance or massive free space, 
but it does provide enough room to do 
what’s necessary. Part of this is thanks 
to the new curved shower enclosure, 
giving good looks and greater func-
tional space. Although fl oor space 
is somewhat restricted, slight toilet 
repositioning could be very helpful in 
keeping the lid open. 

Inside the master bedroom, 
an extra-cozy, serious-slumber-
inducing queen bed is located beneath 
a large curved window and between 
fl anking wardrobes. Each side is 

This convertible couch is made for seri-
ous lounging and has a great view of the 
entertainment center, but the recliner 
portion might work better placed in the 
center of the couch to allow for true 
reclining rather than providing an up-
right position with just the legs kicked 
out. Besides the couch, the only other 
seating comes in the form of a comfy 
dinette, nestled snugly in the single 
slideout and surrounded by the natural 
brown and gray tones of the cabinetry 
and countertops.

On the other side of the open fl oor 
space is a small but functional kitchen 
offering a selection of stainless-steel 
cooking appliances and a matching 
Norcold 6-cubic-foot refrigerator. The 
kitchen is outfi tted with all the neces-
sities but could benefi t from a small 
folding- or sliding-counter extension. 
There’s no shortage of storage here, 
with an ample amount of cabinetry 
fore and aft. Within the confi nes of the 
perfectly fi t cabinet structure is the 
aforementioned entertainment center, 
housing a 32-inch, 12-volt DC Jensen 
HDTV and matching AM/FM/DVD/CD/
USB/Bluetooth audio/video system.

equipped with reading lights and soft-
close drawers. At the foot of the bed, 
near the bathroom, resides an addi-
tional lighted double-door closet and 
extra counter space.

Indoor creature comforts are sup-
ported by a ducted 25,000-Btu furnace 
and a centrally located 15,000-Btu air 
conditioner, both of which are controlled 
by the same wall-mounted digital ther-
mostat. The wide array of LED lighting 
includes a dimmable fi xture over the 
dining table.

Given the trailer’s generous stor-
age spaces and its modest, at best, 
310-pound payload capacity, users will 
need to be aware of how much cargo 

LANCE 2375

DINETTE

QUEEN BED

REFRIG-
ERATOR

SWIVEL ROCKERS OR 
OPTIONAL J-COUCH

ENTERTAINMENT 
CENTER

The curved shower enclosure is not only good 
looking but offers plenty of elbowroom. Floor 
space is not abundant, but there’s enough 
room to maneuver around the toilet and sink.
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Savings can take you to 
amazing sights.

geico.com  |  1-877-434-2678  |  Local O�ce

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of 
Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2017 GEICO

MAGAZINE CREATIVE TYPE TRIM BLEED ARTWORK

Truck Trend RV Multi 7.875x10.875 8.125x11.125 Amazing

Geico, Circle 117 on Reader Service Card
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INDUSTRY FIRST
NEW PRODUCT!
INDUSTRY FIRST
XL 9" FOOTPAD
INDUSTRY FIRST
NEW PRODUCT!
INDUSTRY FIRSTINDUSTRY FIRSTINDUSTRY FIRSTINDUSTRY FIRST
XL 9" FOOTPADNEW PRODUCT!XL 9" FOOTPADNEW PRODUCT!

* Hardware & 
crank handle 
included

Smart Jack™

Next Generation Power Tongue Jack

For more information and to find a dealer visit lippertcomponents.com

 NEW backlit 
buttons illuminate 
when any button 
is hit, and turn off 
automatically to 
reduce battery drain

  NEW bright halo 
effect LED light 
package shines down 
onto your ball and 
coupler where light is 
needed the most

FEATURES
•  NEW standard XL 9" diameter footpad
•NEW drop leg with four position height

adjustments at 1 1/2" increments
•  NEW backlit modern control panel

replaces tired looking rocker switches
• NEW battery indicator alerts user of

remaining coach battery life
• NEW Auto-Hitch Memory Function

Smart Jack remembers where your
hitch height is

•  NEW easy auto-retract feature retracts
the jack to towing height without
having to hold down the switch

•  NEW updated hood mirrors the design
in today’s travel trailers and hides the
motor, preventing cords and wires
from becoming snagged

• 3,500-pound capacity
•  Easy access manual override on top of

jack in case of power failure
•  30 AMP, 18" stroke

of the year title by a number of automo-
tive publications. For a time, the rumor 
mill had this truck headed for extinc-
tion, but the resurgence of a top-notch 
drivetrain has catapulted new life into 
Nissan’s truck entry. There are fi ve lev-
els of Cummins-powertrain-based Ti-
tans, and the beefy XD has all the meat 

and potatoes expected by truck owners. 
The Titan XD is built on a fully 

boxed ladder-type, corrosion-resistant 
steel frame. Holding the frame up is a 
front double-wishbone/coil-over inde-
pendent suspension tied into a 36mm 
stabilizer bar, while out back is a multi-
leaf spring pack, mounted to a solid 

(Above left) Wardrobe closets and built-in nightstands fl ank the cozy queen bed. (Above right) 
The optional J-couch, in lieu of swivel rockers, is comfortable, but the recliner is restricted by 
the galley counter. Windows surround the dinette and couch for an open, roomy look.

they’re hauling to avoid overloading 
its 6,500-pound gross vehicle weight 
rating (GVWR).

Out on the road, it was easy to learn 
that Nissan’s diesel-inspired Titan is not 
just another run-of-the-mill half-ton 
from Japan trying to compete against 
the current Big Three and Toyota 
trucks on the market. This is a much-
acclaimed truck, and the Cummins 
V-8-powered Titan XD Pro-4X Crew Cab 
was even given the 2017 half-ton truck 
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axle coupled to an 18mm stabilizer 
bar. At all four corners, additional ride 
control is handled by Bilstein shocks, 
standard for the Pro-4X. 

Also built right into the frame direct 
from Nissan are the optional integrated 
gooseneck and Class 3 receiver hitch 
along with a Trailer Sway Control (TSC) 
system. The TSC really strutted its stuff 
in strong headwinds and crosswinds. 
During these windy events, the combo 
maintained straight lines, demanding 
little effort for correction. For towing, 
the necessary four-way and seven-way 
plug receptacles are ready for use in 
the rear bumper. Once the trailer is 
plugged in, a light test can be handled 
by the clever optional trailer-light-
check function found on the key fob. 

The Cummins-prepped 4x4 Titans 
are rated to pull a significant 12,030 
pounds when properly equipped. In 
addition to the well-appointed, well-
designed frame and the factory towing 
system, Nissan offers bed-mounted 
options like the aluminum Utili-track 
cargo system with adjustable tie-down 
cleats and removable, lockable in-bed 
storage boxes that double as coolers 
and even have drink holders. These 
items only top the list of usable and 
realistic accessories earmarked for the 
truck bed. The truck is rated for a full 
ton of fun, thanks to its 2,000-pound 
payload capacity, which, of course, is 
dependent on accessories and options.

The truck has the first Cummins 
V-8 turbo-diesel made specifically for 
the Nissan Titan XD. The optional power 
plant is a beast, a smaller-scaled ver-
sion of its bigger cousins. Coupled to 
the impressively smooth-sounding, 
-running and -performing 5.0-liter,
double-overhead-cam turbo-diesel
V-8 is an equally smooth and effective
Aisin six-speed automatic transmission.
Not only was the Aisin fully capable of
harnessing all 310 horsepower and
555 lb-ft of road-ripping torque, it did
so with finesse and plenty of optional
shifting and tow modes built into the
column shifter. Nissan managed to nail
the placement and functions of the shift
column, making it a breeze to physi-
cally move up and down through the
gears using a simple fingertip touch for

THE MOST POWERFUL
CELLULAR SIGNAL

BOOSTERS AVAILABLE

STAY CONNECTED
WHEREVER YOU GO

CELLULAR SIGNAL
BOOSTERS AVAILABLE

STAY CONNECTED
WHEREVER YOU GO
STAY CONNECTED

WHEREVER YOU GO

Now Available in stores
and online at

THE MOST POWERFUL
CELLULAR SIGNAL

BOOSTERS AVAILABLE

Multiple Users 
Multiple Devices

Extends Cellular 
Coverage

Increase Data Speeds 
up to 30 times

Reduces Dropped
Calls

Boosting Your
Anywhere

RSmoothtalker
Cell Signal

Automatic power
control protects the
Cellular Network

stealth
tech®

Made in
North

America
FCC & IC
Approved

RSmoothtalker
Cellular Signal Boosters

Boosting Your Signal Anywhere

BOOSTS 3G, 4G LTE
For Mobile and
Fixed Locations

BOOSTS 3G, 4G LTE
For Mobile and
Fixed Locations

2017 LANCE 2375

Exterior Length 28'
Exterior Width 8' 3⁄8"
Exterior Height 10' 2"
Interior Width 7' 10"
Interior Height 6' 6"
Construction   Aluminum structure,  

laminated walls with foam insulation, 
one-piece tapered TPO roof

Freshwater Cap. 45 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 45/45 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 15 gal.
Water-Heater Cap. 6 gal.
Refrigerator 6 cu. ft.
Furnace 25,000 Btu
Air Conditioner 15,000 Btu
Converter 55 amp
Battery Dealer installed 
Tires 205/75R14K
Suspension Rubber torsion
Weight (freshwater, water  6,190 lbs. 
heater, LP-gas full; no cargo) 
Hitch Weight 760 lbs.
Axle Weight 5,430 lbs.
GVWR 6,500 lbs.
GAWR (2) 3,500 lbs.
Cargo Carrying Cap. 310 lbs.
MSRP, Base $38,816
MSRP, As Tested $47,515
Basic Warranty 2 years 

Lance Camper
661-949-3322, www.lancecamper.com/
travel-trailers/2375
Circle 161 on Reader Service Card

2017 NISSAN TITAN XD PRO-4X CREW CAB

MPG, Solo 18.5
MPG, Towing 13
Engine Cummins 5.0L V-8 turbo-diesel
Horsepower 310 @ 3,200 rpm
Torque 555 @ 1,600 rpm
Transmission 6-speed auto
Axle Ratio 3.91:1
Fuel Cap. 26 gal.
Tires LT275/65R18 
Suspension, Front Double wishbone 
Suspension, Rear Multileaf solid axle
Brakes Disc
Tow Rating 12,030 lbs.
GVWR 8,990 lbs.
GCWR 19,450 lbs.
Weight, As Tested 7,246 lbs.
Length 20' 3½"
Wheelbase 151½"
MSRP, Base $52,230
MSRP, As Tested $60,250
Basic Warranty 5 years/50,000 miles 

Nissan
800-647-7261, www.nissanusa.com

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S
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Vilano by Vanleigh
Sequoia by Redwood

HitchHiker by NuWa
Voltage Toy Hauler

Landmark 
             By Heartland

manual gear selection.
The Cummins diesel ran without 

hiccup or hindrance, providing plenty of 
power on its own or coupled to the Lance 
2375, which weighed in at 6,190 pounds 
wet; the truck weighed 7,246 pounds. 
The Titan XD not only pulled the trailer 
comfortably and with pure confi dence, 
but in the handling and comfort depart-
ments, the truck was surefooted, provid-
ing plenty of stability and unparalleled 
ride quality. The Titan is so well-built and 
ideally balanced for towing, work, play 
and comfort that it was hard to notice 
the Lance was behind the truck.

In a nutshell, it was hard to fi nd fault 
with the Titan’s performance. The new 
Cummins works and runs rhythmically 
and will probably do so for a long time. 
However, all that power and pickup were 
a little too reliant on the turbo to spool 
up enough to get things going, which 
meant a little more lag than preferred. 
The turbo lag was quickly cured by 
burying the accelerator a bit more, but 
this method will burn up your hopes for 

higher mileage and a lower fuel budget. 
Nevertheless, the Titan’s fuel econ-

omy was pretty good. We recorded 18.5 
MPG driving the truck solo at around 70 
MPH, and 13 MPG while towing the Lance 
2375 in adverse conditions with a steady 
wind and traveling at about 58 MPH. 
That’s not bad for a half-ton truck that 
can lay down an impressive 13-second 
zero-to-60-MPH time while towing the 
Lance trailer. 

(Above left) The Nissan Titan cockpit comes fully loaded and takes advantage of the latest 
electronics, including a backup camera for hitching the trailer. (Above center and right) The 
truck bed is fi tted with lockable storage boxes that can double as coolers, with drink holders.
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This 5mph Accident

The GiraffeG4 System
would have prevented it!

Cost $7,000 to Repair

1-877-543-1087
GiraffeG4.com

Deb & John Bylinski
Heartland Owners
Club, Northeast

3 months into ownership of our rig we had a height 
related accident. At a fuel stop, we cleared the 
stations overhead going into the fuel island, but 
there was a road grade change that altered the 
clearance height. We hit the overhead as we pulled 
out . . . we brought the damaged rig to our dealership. 

“
”

Google Play is a trademark of Google Inc.

HWH® Towable App
Control HWH® Hydraulic Landing Gear
from your vehicle cab for easy hitching
and unhitching. Then, once you are 
unhitched you can also control your
HWH® Hydraulic Leveling System.

Camera not included. For more information on 
camera please contact HWH Corporation.

For Smartphone or Tablet with Bluetooth
(Android Only)

HWH.com
1-800-321-3494

HWH® Towable App
Control from vehicle cab for easy hitching & unhitching!

HWH.03XX16.Towable App_TL HalfPg Vert  1/11/16  10:19 AM  Page 1

When it comes to comforts, the 
Titan XD Pro-4X will certainly impress. 
The cab and interior have lavish leather 
appointments and the most complete 
list of accessories we ever wanted or 
thought possible. For example, the 
powered multiposition leather seats 
elicited love at first sit. While comfort-
ably cradled, it’s not hard to appreciate 
the incredible-sounding 12-speaker 
Rockford Fosgate stereo that’s an au-
diophile’s dream on wheels. This was 
hands-down the best factory truck 
sound system I’ve encountered in 
terms of quality and superb acoustics, 
with appropriately located speakers 
placed by car-audio experts.

 Another key interior feature is 
the user-friendly 7-inch touch-screen 
audio-and-navigation center. The op-
erations of this screen are many, but 
when it comes to being usable for tow-
ing situations, the backup camera with 
bull’s-eye accuracy makes it possible 
for a person who struggles with hitch-
ing a trailer to relax. From the first try, 
it was easy to place the ball under the 
coupler alone and with precision.

 It wouldn’t be all that tough to go 
on and on about the seemingly endless 
list of options, but the bottom line is 
this truck made short work out of tow-
ing the Lance and was a ball to drive. 
It’s not surprising that the Titan XD has 
accumulated best-half-ton-truck 
status in the media.

By the same token, it’s not surpris-
ing to see why the Lance 2375 has 
been getting accolades in its few short 
months on the market. Some trailers, 
even with all the best hitch equipment, 
are prone to sway, causing discomfort 
during towing, often requiring a person 
to “really drive” the combination. That’s 
not the case here. With the Lance 2375, 
it was smooth sailing all the way and 
one of the best-towing travel trailers 
we have ever personally pulled, espe-
cially coupled with the Titan XD. You’ll 
be hard-pressed to find a better-built 
or -equipped lightweight travel trailer 
for the dollar amount, and a bit more 
available cargo capacity would further 
sweeten the pot. Pairing the Lance 
2375 and Nissan XD will find you in 
half-ton heaven. q
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As the market for family-friendly RVs heats up, here are a dozen bunk-
room fl oorplans — from easy-towing ultralights to a triple-slide trailer

Five years ago, Stephanie and Jeremy Puglisi shopped around for the perfect lightweight bunkhouse for their family of four. Since then, they’ve 
welcomed their third son and an Australian cattle dog. The selection of bunkhouse fl oorplans has grown as well, with more choices than ever.

It took us two years and 50 nights in a pop-up camper to decide that, while 
we loved RVing, we needed something a bit more comfortable and a lot more 
spacious. Thus began our search for a travel trailer that could easily sleep a 

family of four and be safely towed by our half-ton pickup truck. Like so many other 
RV buyers, we ended up with a lightweight bunkhouse model that has served our 
needs beautifully, even as we welcomed another baby and a dog into the family. 

We’re not alone. The popularity 
of bunkhouse trailers has exploded 
lately, and the range of sizes, weights 
and fl oorplans can be daunting to 
the fi rst-time buyer. The trick is to 
narrow the search by asking three 
important questions:

1. How much weight can I safely tow?
We knew the maximum towing 
capa city of our truck and limited our 
search to bunkhouses with a gross 
vehicle weight rating (GVWR) well 
beneath that. It wouldn’t have done 
us any good to fall in love with a trailer 

that we couldn’t tow or use to transport 
our gear. Remember that the industry 
defi nes “light” and “ultralight” as RVs 
built with lighter-weight components, 
but not all lightweight trailers can be 
towed by the family SUV. If you are also 
thinking about buying a tow vehicle, it 
may be best to fi nd your dream trailer 
fi rst, then shop for a new vehicle that’s 
rated to tow the rig and equipped to do so.

2. How many people do I need to sleep?
After making and unmaking beds 
countless times in our pop-up camper, 
we knew that dedicated beds were a 

high priority for a new travel trailer. 
We did not want to be converting the 
dinette or pulling out the jackknife 
sofa every night at the campground. 
Making sure everyone has a comfort-
able place to sleep is one of the most 
important components of a successful 
family vacation. Keep in mind that kids 
do grow, so if your little one is looking 
crammed on the couch now, imagine 
the scene next year. Also remember 
that, while younger siblings might 
fi nd it fun to share a double bed, 
tweens and teens will probably not 
be so fl exible. 

3. How much gear do I want to bring?
One of the best parts of RV travel is being 
able to take along all your gear. We travel 
with bikes, kayaks, cooking appliances, 
camp chairs and lots of other stuff that 
makes our time at the campground 

26  TRAILER LIFE  July 2017

TL1707 Family-Friendly Trailers.indd   5/10/17   12:46 PM   - 26 -    (Cyan)TL1707 Family-Friendly Trailers.indd   5/10/17   12:46 PM   - 26 -    (Magenta)TL1707 Family-Friendly Trailers.indd   5/10/17   12:46 PM   - 26 -    (Yellow)TL1707 Family-Friendly Trailers.indd   5/10/17   12:46 PM   - 26 -    (BlacK)



article by Stephanie and Jeremy Puglisi
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more enjoyable. We also cook many 
of our meals in the RV, so ample food 
storage is a must. While shopping, 
we paid close attention to carrying 
capacity and interior and exterior 
storage, knowing that we would be 
frustrated if the new travel trailer 
couldn’t handle our packing load. 

Once you have answered these 
questions, it’s time to start consid-
ering the pros and cons of individual 
fl oorplans. It is so easy to get swept 
away by kitchen islands and huge 
U-shaped dinettes, but often it’s 
the less-noticeable features that 
have the biggest impact on your 
enjoyment of the family RV. 

For example, few shoppers 
consider access to the RV when 
the slides are not open, but this is 
so important if you want to use the 
bathroom or prepare lunch at rest 
stops on the way to your destina-
tion. We never imagined that having 
curtains instead of doors on the 
bedrooms would end up driving us 
wild a few years into ownership, so we 
recommend thinking about noise and 
privacy concerns before purchasing. 
People who care deeply about keeping 
a trailer clean might shop for a 
bathroom with interior and exterior 
entrances, whereas people with young 
children might look for an exterior 
door that is far from the bunks. 

Above all, think about livability. 
Can your whole family sit together 
and enjoy a meal or a movie? Can 
your kids fi t comfortably in the 
bunks without invading each other’s 
space? Is there a place to put the 
dog bed or crate? These are the 
things that will matter, much more 
than the size of the fl at-screen TV 
or the color of the backsplash. 

We have enjoyed our lightweight 
bunkhouse trailer for the past fi ve 
years, and now there are more of 
them at RV shows and dealers’ lots 
than ever. Here’s a small sampling, 
from an easy-towing 20-footer to a 
37½-foot, double-slideout fl oorplan 
with a bunk room where the kids 
can really stretch out. Have fun 
fi nding the perfect fi t for your family.

Forest River R-Pod 
The R-Pod line of lightweight trailers feels young and fresh with head-turning 
exteriors and creative fl oorplans that can comfortably sleep families of four while 
maintaining a small footprint. The 20-foot RP-182G comes with a wet bath, two 
bunks and a U-shaped dinette that converts into a master bed. Some people 
may fi nd it a nuisance to turn the dinette into a bed every night and restore it 
each morning in time for breakfast, but for others it will be a compromise worth 

The R-Pod line of lightweight trailers feels young and fresh with head-turning 

creates more fl oor space in the kitchen 
but does limit the room outside under 
the 20-foot awning. Near the front, the 
bathroom allows access from the living 
area and the master bedroom. A step-in 
closet to the right of the entry door 
saves families from unsightly heaps of 
shoes and jackets. The outdoor kitchen 
is spacious, with plenty of storage. The 
nearly 37-foot length will limit campsite 
options, particularly at national and state 
parks, an important consideration for 
some families. 

Exterior Length ...........................................36' 11"
Exterior Width ....................................................8'
Interior Height ................................................6' 9"
Exterior Height .............................................11' 2"
Freshwater Cap. .........................................49 gal. 
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ....................... 33/33 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ................................................10 gal.
UVW, Base ............................................ 7,952 lbs.
Hitch Weight ............................................ 879 lbs.
GVWR .................................................. 10,500 lbs.
MSRP, Base ..............................................$42,898
Coachmen RV
800-353-7383, www.coachmenrv.com

Coachmen Freedom Express 
Liberty Edition 
The heaviest of our featured bunkhouses, 
the triple-slide 320BHDSLE provides 
upscale features and privacy for all family 
members with wooden doors instead of 
curtains closing off the master bedroom 
and the bunk room. In the rear, climbing 
“rocks” lead to a double-wide bunk that 
is across from a slideout that houses a 
futon and a fl ip-up bunk. Another slide 
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making. The nearly 6½-foot ceiling 
height and kitchen slideout make the 
interior feel more spacious. The rear 
garage becomes a well-appointed 
camp kitchen with a sink, a freestand-
ing gas grill, a TV and a pair of external 
speakers, all standard, along with 
hanging wire baskets and cargo nets for 
holding supplies. With a GVWR of 3,885 
pounds, this is a great option for those 
wishing to tow with an SUV (properly 
equipped, of course) or stay in snug 
campsites at national and state parks.

Exterior Length .................................................20'
Exterior Width ....................................................8'
Interior Height ................................................6' 5"
Exterior Height ......................8' 8", 9' 7" with A/C
Freshwater Cap. .........................................36 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ....................... 30/30 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ..................................................5 gal.
UVW, Base ............................................ 2,836 lbs.
Hitch Weight ............................................ 385 lbs.
GVWR .................................................... 3,885 lbs.
MSRP, Base ..............................................$24,419
Forest River
866-837-6044
www.forestriverinc.com/r-pod

Heartland North Trail 
The nearly 37-foot NT KING 33BKSS
features a spacious and comfortable 
bunk room with two dedicated bunks 
(one in a slideout), a convertible futon, an 
entertainment center and ample storage. 
The rear window and two smaller ones 
keep the room bright and cheerful. Many 
families will appreciate the exterior 
bathroom door, which allows use of the 
facilities without tracking dirt through 
the main living area. Up front, the master 
bedroom has a walk-around bed with 
nightstands and reading lights, as well 
as an entertainment center that rotates 
from the living room. Some cooks will 
enjoy the double sink and pull-out faucet 
in the kitchen island, while others might 
prefer more island counter space. The 
kitchen slide creates a roomy interior but 

limits space outside under the awning. 
The outdoor galley comes with a sink, 
a refrigerator and an optional grill.

Exterior Length ...........................................36' 10"
Exterior Width ....................................................8'
Interior Height ................................................6' 8"
Exterior Height .............................................11' 6"
Freshwater Cap. .........................................52 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ....................... 42/42 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ................................................10 gal.
UVW, Base ............................................ 7,595 lbs.
Hitch Weight ............................................ 695 lbs.
GVWR .................................................... 9,600 lbs.
MSRP, Base ..............................................$39,500
Heartland Recreational Vehicles
877-262-8032
www.heartlandrvs.com

8' 8", 9' 7" with A/C
36 gal.

30/30 gal.
5 gal.

2,836 lbs.
385 lbs.

3,885 lbs.
$24,419

in the kitchen island, while others might 
prefer more island counter space. The 
kitchen slide creates a roomy interior but 

Exterior Height
Freshwater Cap.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap.
LP-Gas Cap.
UVW, Base
Hitch Weight
GVWR ....................................................
MSRP, Base
Heartland Recreational Vehicles
877-262-8032
www.heartlandrvs.com

Highland Ridge 
Open Range Ultra Lite 
The UT2802BH stretches nearly 32 feet 
and offers a bunkhouse fl oorplan that 
is becoming increasingly popular for 
families. A curtained-off bunk room 
with double-over-double beds stands 
side by side with the bathroom at the 
rear of the trailer, and the private 
master bedroom is up front, separated 
by a sliding wooden door. An entry 
door next to the bunk room and a 
large slideout that holds the sofa and 
convertible U-shaped dinette allow 

for an L-shaped kitchen that creates 
a wide-open living area. Families with 
young children and pets will particu-
larly appreciate this spacious room 
(think Pack ’n Plays and dog crates). 
An exterior door gives direct access 
to the bathroom. While some people 
will love the extra entry to avoid 
tracked-in dirt, others will not 
appreciate the bathroom storage that 
is lost because of it. An exterior com-
partment door lifts to reveal a small 
refrigerator, a sink and a two-burner 
cooktop for easy outdoor meal prep.cooktop for easy outdoor meal prep.

Exterior Length .............................................31' 9"
Exterior Width ................................................8' 1"
Interior Height ..............................................6' 10"
Exterior Height ...........................................10' 11"
Freshwater Cap. .........................................45 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ....................... 29/58 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ................................................15 gal.
UVW, Base ............................................ 5,765 lbs.
Hitch Weight ............................................ 510 lbs.
GVWR .................................................... 7,450 lbs.
MSRP, Base ..............................................$29,943
Highland Ridge RV
866-583-7771, www.highlandridgerv.com

THE BUZZ ON BUNKHOUSES
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Protect your 6.7L FORD diesel fuel system
from costly repairs NOT covered by OE warranty.

Our system includes 2 micron filtration and doesn’t
require any cutting of the factory fuel lines!

1990-2010 vehiclesfor
FORD TRANSMISSIONS

•  D I E S E L S I T E  T o r q u e  C o n v e r t e r s
•  D I E S E L S I T E  E x t e r n a l  F i l t r a t i o n
•  M a g - H y t e c  D e e p  P a n s
•  B i l l e t  S h a f t s  a n d  I n t e r n a l s
•  T r u - C o o l  T r a n s m i s s i o n  C o o l e r s
•  F u l l y  B u i l t  “ H E R C U L E S ”  M o d e l
•  G a s  a n d  D i e s e l  M o d e l s•  G a s  a n d  D i e s e l  M o d e l s

ENGINEERED TO LAST.ENGINEERED TO LAST.ENGINEERED TO LAST.ENGINEERED TO LAST.ENGINEERED TO LAST.

2003-2010 Ford 5R110

1998-2003 Ford 4R100
1990-1997 Ford E4OD

.com

CALL US: 888-414-3457
DieselSite, Circle 110 on Reader Service Card
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Jayco Jay Flight SLX 
A small footprint, nimble weight and 
affordable price make the 21½-foot 
174BH a popular option for those 
seeking an easy-towing entry-level 
bunkhouse. There is no slideout, but 
the layout still manages to feel roomy, 
tucking twin bunks into the rear 
alongside the bathroom and placing 
a large window in the front over the 
queen-size bed. The kitchen offers 
plenty of counter space, a microwave 
and a two-burner cooktop but no oven. 
The dinette seats two adults com-
fortably, so families should bring a 
couple of chairs or plan to eat outside 

under the 10-foot awning while at the 
campground. Other than that, the trailer 
is ideally suited for a family of four but 
can accommodate a fi fth person, as the 
dinette converts into an additional bed. 

Exterior Length .............................................21' 6"
Exterior Width ....................................................7'
Interior Height ................................................6' 1"
Exterior Height .............................................8' 11"
Freshwater Cap. .........................................20 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ................. 19.9/19.9 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ..................................................5 gal.
UVW, Base ............................................ 2,945 lbs.
Hitch Weight ............................................ 280 lbs.
GVWR .................................................... 3,500 lbs.
MSRP, Base ..............................................$13,193
Jayco
574-825-5861, www.jayco.com

Keystone Bullet 
At 37½ feet, the 330BHS is one of the 
largest lightweight bunkhouses on the 
market, and Keystone has made the 
most of that, creating sleeping spaces 
that truly feel like separate wings. Up 
front, the master suite has a laundry 
chute for easily transferring dirty 
clothes into the pass-through storage 
area below, and a second door offers 
direct access to the full bathroom, 
which also has a door from the living 
area. The bunk room contains its own 
half-bath, double-over-double beds, 
a dresser, double wardrobes and an 
exterior door so the kids can come 
and go without messing up the rest of 
the trailer. A large slideout houses the 
sofa and dinette, and the entertain-
ment center is nicely positioned for 
viewing from both. A smaller slide on 
the opposite side holds the refrigera-
tor, range, microwave and cabinets. 
The kitchen island has a double sink 
and more storage space yet still allows 
plenty of counter space for food prep. 

THE BUZZ ON BUNKHOUSES

TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.
LITERALLY.

TAKE A TRIP

ST RADIAL M8008 TRAILER TIRE

1-800-4-MAXXIS

Tire Sizes - Ply Rating
ST175  80R13 - 6PR
ST185  80R13 - 6PR
ST205  75R14 - 4PR
ST205  75R14 - 6PR
ST215  75R14 - 6PR

ST205  75R15 - 6PR
ST205  75R15 - 8PR
ST225  75R15 - 8PR
ST225  75R15 - 10PR
ST235  80R16 - 10PR*

ST RADIAL M8008 TRAILER TIRE

*3 ply sidewall construction

MAXX307207 TrailerLife-TrailerTire(Ad)-Final.indd   1 5/21/15   3:28 PM

Maxxis International, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card
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K-Z Connect 
The 36-foot-plus C332BHK keeps the 
popular double-over-double bunks 
with curtains in the rear but moves the 
bathroom toward the front, creating 
a more private master suite for the 
parents. A slideout in the master 
bedroom allows for more wardrobe and 
linen storage. The L-shaped kitchen 
counter makes room for appliances 
such as coffeemakers and toasters, and 

provides a convenient spot by the door 
for keys, caps and leashes. The enter-
tainment center is placed diagonally 
against the bunks, and this creates a 
bit more privacy in the kids’ bedding 
area while offering better TV sight lines 
from the slideout-housed sofa and 
U-shaped dinette. The entry side has a 
19-foot awning, storage space and an 
outdoor kitchen with a small fridge, a 
two-burner cooktop and a sink. With 

Exterior Length .............................................37' 6"
Exterior Width ....................................................8'
Interior Height ................................................6' 6"
Exterior Height ...........................................10' 11"
Freshwater Cap. .........................................43 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ....................... 60/60 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ................................................10 gal.
UVW, Base ............................................ 6,850 lbs.
Hitch Weight ............................................ 810 lbs.
GVWR .................................................... 8,600 lbs.
MSRP, Base ..............................................$32,862
Keystone RV
866-425-4369, www.keystonerv.com

TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.
LITERALLY.

TAKE A TRIP

ST RADIAL M8008 TRAILER TIRE

1-800-4-MAXXIS

Tire Sizes - Ply Rating
ST175  80R13 - 6PR
ST185  80R13 - 6PR
ST205  75R14 - 4PR
ST205  75R14 - 6PR
ST215  75R14 - 6PR

ST205  75R15 - 6PR
ST205  75R15 - 8PR
ST225  75R15 - 8PR
ST225  75R15 - 10PR
ST235  80R16 - 10PR*

ST RADIAL M8008 TRAILER TIRE

*3 ply sidewall construction
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THE BUZZ ON BUNKHOUSES

a base unloaded vehicle weight (UVW)
of 7,200 pounds (no options, water or 
propane) and a GVWR of 8,800 pounds, 
this trailer may not allow you to pack 
as much cargo as there is room for, so 
crunch the numbers on your gear. 

Exterior Length .............................................36' 8"
Exterior Width ....................................................8'
Interior Height ................................................6' 6"
Exterior Height ........................... 10' 11" with A/C
Freshwater Cap. .........................................40 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ....................... 32/64 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ................................................10 gal.
UVW, Base ............................................ 7,200 lbs.
Hitch Weight ............................................ 950 lbs.
GVWR .................................................... 8,800 lbs.
MSRP, Base ..............................................$33,778
K-Z RV
866-472-5460, www.kz-rv.com

Lance 2185 
The 2185 offers something practically 
unheard of in the industry: three single 
bunks in a lightweight trailer that is 
well under 30 feet. Located in the rear, 
the bunks fold up for transporting bikes 
or other big gear. This model has a lot 
of the desirable features available in 
larger bunkhouses. For example, it 
has two exterior doors, one up by the 
master bedroom and one toward the 
rear. The bathroom has a good-size 
shower and a separate sink near the 
rear entry door. Some people will like 
being able to brush their teeth when 
the shower or toilet is occupied, but 
others may prefer doing so in private. 
Housed in the single slideout, the huge 
U-shaped dinette converts to a bed 

for two. For those who miss having 
a couch, the walk-around queen bed 
can be exchanged for an optional sofa 
sleeper. The holding tanks are large for 
a trailer this size, making this a good fi t 
for families looking to boondock. 

Exterior Length .............................................25' 8"
Exterior Width ...............................................8' ¾"
Interior Height ................................................6' 6"
Exterior Height .............................................10' 2"
Freshwater Cap. .........................................45 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ....................... 45/45 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ................................................10 gal.
UVW, Base ............................................ 4,380 lbs.
Hitch Weight ............................................ 730 lbs.
GVWR .................................................... 6,000 lbs.
MSRP, Base ..............................................$35,481
Lance Camper
661-949-3322, www.lancecamper.com
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amazon.com/camperforce
Learn more and apply at:

next stop:
Ready to hit the road with
Amazon CamperForce?

Campbellsville, KY
Murfreesboro, TN

now hiring in: 

Amazon Campers spend 3 to 4 months during fall and winter
receiving, stowing, picking, and packing customer orders. 

Here’s what you’ll get:
• A complimentary full hook-up campsite, provided by Amazon
• Full pay, including overtime and a completion bonus
• Awesome co-workers and lifelong memories

Amazon is an Affirmative Action - Equal Opportunity Employer - Minority / Female / Disability / Veteran / Gender Identity / Sexual Orientation

in mind if TV-viewing is a priority. Both 
the master bedroom and bunk room 
have designated wardrobes, and the 
entire bunk and bathroom area can be 
curtained off for privacy. For camping 
year-round, the trailer comes with 
cold-weather insulation, heated and 
enclosed holding tanks, and optional 
thermal-pane windows.

Exterior Length .............................................28' 8"
Exterior Width ....................................................8'
Interior Height ................................................6' 6"
Exterior Height ............................. 11' 6" with A/C
Freshwater Cap. .........................................40 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ....................... 35/42 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ................................................14 gal.
UVW, Base ............................................ 5,145 lbs.
Hitch Weight ............................................ 555 lbs.
GVWR .................................................... 8,000 lbs.
MSRP, Base ..............................................$29,712
Northwood Manufacturing
800-766-6274, www.northwoodmfg.com

Starcraft Autumn Ridge 
Approaching 32 feet, the 289BHS 
features one of the more popular 
bunkhouse fl oorplans. Curtained-
off double-over-double bunks with 
a convenient ladder are in the rear, 
and a master bedroom is up front 
with an optional pocket door. The sofa 
and U-shaped dinette are housed in 
a slideout that creates a large, open 
area. Options are available for ordering 
a jackknife sleeper sofa or a trifold 
hide-a-bed to boost the sleeping 
space. An extending countertop is a 
nice feature, creating more working 
space in the kitchen, and the pantry 
and wardrobe provide ample storage. 
Outdoor living is enhanced by an 18-foot 
awning, and an exterior refrigerator 
keeps cold food and beverages at hand. 

in mind if TV-viewing is a priority. Both 

Northwood Nash 
The 25C bunkhouse has a similar 
fl oorplan to the Lance 2185 but without 
the third bunk in the rear. Other dif-
ferences include an extended kitchen 
counter, a lower price point and 3 more 
feet in length. As with the Lance, the 
sink is outside the bathroom, and the 
master bedroom is closed off from the 
main living area by a curtain. Again, like 
the Lance, there are two exterior doors, 
one toward the front and one toward 
the rear, and the U-shaped dinette is 
in a deep slideout and offers plenty 
of seating room. Note that it may be 
diffi cult to see the entertainment center 
from some of the seats, so keep that 
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Bringing the Bike Rack to the 
FRONT of Your Travel Trailer!

FEATURES
• Fits all bike frames
• 25-pound total weight
• Will not void chassis warranty
• Fits most A-Frame travel and cargo trailers
• Frees up travel trailer’s rear hitch/cargo area
•  PowerTower frame protects tongue jack from impact
•  Carries your bikes by the wheels for balance, stability 

and ease of use.
•  Includes (2) SwayControl cradles, (2) Lockable 

NoMotion™ pins and (3) 3/8"-16 1-1/2" bolts
•  Patented

The Jack-It’s innovative frame design installs over the tongue 
jack on the trailers A-Frame, the softest riding area on the 
frame. The BikeWing® carrier holds two bikes safely, securely 
and simply by the wheels. The adjustable wheel cradles and 
SwayStop straps secure the bike wheels to the bike carrier for 
a secure ride. The Jack-It allows travel trailer owners to utilize 
the valuable rear hitch/cargo space for additional gear and 
gives owners a new cargo utilization space.

lippertcomponents.com

Toward the rear, an exterior door offers 
access to the bathroom, a feature that 
will be appreciated by some parents 
but not by others. 

Exterior Length .............................................31' 9"
Exterior Width ....................................................8'
Interior Height ................................................6' 9"
Exterior Height ............................. 11' 3" with A/C

Freshwater Cap. ......................................62.6 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ................. 32.5/32.5 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ................................................15 gal.
UVW, Base ............................................ 6,527 lbs.
Hitch Weight ............................................ 675 lbs.
GVWR .................................................... 8,500 lbs.
MSRP, Base ................................. Around $38,000
Starcraft RV
800-945-4787, www.starcraftrv.com

Venture RV Sonic Lite 
The SL169VBH comes with a con-
vertible Murphy bed, a feature that is 
growing in popularity for good reason. 
The pull-down bed allows this 21-foot-
plus bunkhouse trailer with no slideout 
to comfortably sleep a family of four and 
provide ample living and dining space 
during the daytime. In the morning, 
the 60-by-75-inch bed folds up into the 
trailer wall, converting the space into 

THE BUZZ ON BUNKHOUSES
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Miles ahead.™Miles ahead.™

©2016 Winnebago Industries, Inc.

And when you do, take the new Winnebago® Paseo,™ the full-

fl edged adventure vehicle that can go places other RVs can’t. 

Specially designed to take full advantage of Ford’s Transit 

chassis with its powerful and effi cient EcoBoost® engine, the 

Paseo features a mid-coach galley, front bath and rear sleeping 

area, and makes the most of every inch of space available.

Enjoy all the comforts of home, in a coach you’ll feel comfortable 

driving virtually anywhere: the all-new Paseo from Winnebago.

See it today at WinnebagoInd.com.

Go anywhere.

PL_adPASSEO4_260.indd   1 11/17/16   4:24 PM

Winnebago Industries, Circle 156 on Reader Service Card
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THE BUZZ ON BUNKHOUSES

a fl exible area with a couch, a couple 
of chairs and a freestanding table. The 
two bunks in the back stretch across 
the full width of the trailer, and a rear 
hatch allows for easy loading of cargo, 
including bikes, into the bunk area. 
The full bathroom with a tub is another 
family-friendly feature, along with 
ample wardrobe and pantry space for 
a trailer of this size. With a GVWR of 4,000 
pounds, this is one of the lighter bunk 
models on the market. 

Exterior Length .............................................21' 4"
Exterior Width ................................................7' 6"
Interior Height ..............................................6' 10"
Exterior Height ...............................................9' 5"
Freshwater Cap. .........................................38 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ....................... 30/30 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ..................................................5 gal.
UVW, Base ............................................ 2,990 lbs.
Hitch Weight ............................................ 410 lbs.
GVWR .................................................... 4,000 lbs.
MSRP, Base ..............................................$19,350
Venture RV
888-988-8440, www.venture-rv.com

Winnebago Minnie Plus 
The 30½-foot 27BHSS boasts a 
bunkhouse fl oorplan, but the real story 
is its distinctive styling, inside and 
out. Winnebago has chosen to ignore 
industry norms and offer bold exterior 
color options like red, orange, yellow 
and green. Inside, the layout feels light 
and airy, thanks to a domed ceiling, light 
wood decor and neutral fabric choices. 
The master bedroom features a resi-
dential queen-size mattress, a standout 
feature in the lightweight trailer market. 
The layout also places the entertain-
ment center directly across from the 
sleeper sofa and dinette for comfortable 
viewing. This single-slideout fl oorplan 
is similar to the Highland Ridge 
UT2802BH but without the exterior 
bathroom door, which gains storage and 
counter space. An outdoor kitchen and 
a large 20-foot awning contribute bonus 
living space.

Exterior Length .............................................30' 7"
Exterior Width ....................................................8'
Interior Height ................................................6' 8"
Exterior Height ...........................................10' 10"
Freshwater Cap. .........................................50 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. ....................... 28/69 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. ................................................15 gal.
UVW, Base ............................................ 6,500 lbs.
Hitch Weight ............................................ 640 lbs.
GVWR .................................................... 8,800 lbs.
MSRP, Base ..............................................$37,113
Winnebago Industries
574-825-5250, www.winnebagoind.com q
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A
3304

www.thetford.com From the RV Sanitation Expert

Introducing the fastest  
and cleanest way to  
empty holding tanks. 

•  Makes the least-enjoyable  
aspect of RV use quicker  
and easier

•  No set-up time on permanent-
mount models – Grab & Go!

•  More sanitary – no connections  
to make or break

•  No set-up or clean-up time

•  Powerful 12-volt, 1/2-hp macerator 
pumps up 9’ or out 100’

“Class up” a  
crappy chore!

Makes emptying holding tanks 
as easy as pumping gas! 

Permanent  
installation.

21' retractable 
hose stores easily.

Ask your dealer to install  
Sani-Con® Turbo in your RV.

A3304_Thetford_MH-TL_Sanicon Turbo.indd   1 5/5/17   9:56 AM
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article by Donya Carlson  photos by Scott Hirko

Like many Americans, Airstream trailers take me back to my childhood. 
I can clearly remember piling into the back of the family station wagon 
with my sisters and our dog, and a 16-foot Aristocrat in tow. As our par-

ents took in the passing scenery, we kids made a game out of who could spot 
the next Airstream — “Turtles,” as we called them. Turtles were fascinating 
to us and somewhat of an anomaly (of course, we didn’t know the word 
“anomaly” back then), so we’d bombard my dad with questions: “Why do 
they look like that?” “What are they like on the inside?” “Can we get one?” 

“Are we there yet?”
Whether or not you’re a fan of 

the Airstream’s iconic all-aluminum 
fi nish, there’s no disputing its aero-
dynamic, wind-cutting design. The 
company claims that it hasn’t strayed 
from its original concept of making 
travel trailers that are fuel-effi cient 
and easy to tow since they fi rst came 
on the scene 86 years ago. I know I 
feel a tug of nostalgia when I see an 
Airstream trailer, so when given an 
opportunity to review one, I jumped 
at the chance. Full disclosure: We 
did not tow this particular trailer, as 
Airstream had provided a test unit for 
us that was already placed at Ocean 
Mesa at El Capitan, a campground 
with RV hookups on the outskirts of 
Santa Barbara, California. 

I arrived at Ocean Mesa, where 
the Airstream was set up at an 

The Airstream Classic 30 has a cheerful feel with its well-lit galley, light Sandalwood Corian countertop with uncrowded work space, 
warm-toned Cognac Maple cabinetry and overall spacious living area that made us feel right at home.

RV CLOSE-UP

CUTTING-EDGE 
CLASSIC 
Time-honored Airstreams may look the same on 
the outside, but step inside the Classic 30 to modern 
luxury complete with Ultraleather furniture, radiant 
heating and a welcoming fl oorplan
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ocean-view site. I carried in supplies, 
bedding and way too much food. After 
all, I wanted to be prepared, since 
my two guests would be checking in 
at different times. A couple of nights 
would be spent with my husband, Bill, 
who would then be replaced by my 
friend Jill. A 31-foot, 3-inch Classic 30 
awaited, glinting in the sun. The Clas-
sic series (30 and 33), which Airstream 
redesigned in 2015 and describes as 
having “the richest history of any 
Airstream travel trailer,” is available 
in two lengths with sleeping accom-
modations that include a queen bed 
or two twins. 

Setting foot inside the Airstream 
via the curved entry, we noted the 
three hooks where you can check your 
coat by the door, a nice feature. We 
opened the adjustable pleated day/
night shades, which smoothly glided 
around curved windows, to get a 
better view of the elegant, homey 
and now-bright interior. A rich-
looking Ultraleather sofa in Chestnut 
takes up the front wall of the spacious 
living area, while cabinetry in Cognac 
Maple complements the Sandalwood 
Corian galley countertops and alumi-
num walls. 

Rivets grace the Classic’s ceiling 
(6 feet 71⁄2 inches at center) and all 
areas of aluminum that aren’t covered 
by cabinetry and such. One of our fa-
vorite features was the master digital 
panel that controls all the excellent 
LED lighting (together or individually, 
interior and exterior), as well as the 
patio awning, water pump, tank heater 
and monitors, bed lift, powered dinette 
table and even the bathroom fan.

The inviting galley with an expanse 
of countertop between the Dometic 
three-burner range and large single-
basin stainless sink made me want to 
whip out a chef’s knife and prepare 
something fun and tasty. With the sink 
covers in place and the fl ip-up counter 
extended, the large continuous coun-
tertop is perfect for setting up food 
buffet-style. There’s a gap behind the 
counter to accommodate the Alde hy-
dronic heating system (new for 2017), 
so even though there’s a lip to prevent 
things from falling over the edge, 

you still need to take care not to lose 
smaller items.

Below the range are three draw-
ers, which can be replaced with an 
oven at no charge, should you decide 
to forgo the extra storage. Interior 

There’s no mistaking the aluminum-clad Airstream. While this icon’s exterior hasn’t changed 
much since its debut in the 1930s, inside are state-of-the-art appliances and amenities.
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POWER 42"x76" 
DINETTE/BED

AIRSTREAM CLASSIC 30

lighting automatically comes on 
when opening the cabinets, and that 
saying about an Airstream’s curved 
cabinets not fi tting a cereal box is 
true! Cabinets are plentiful, however, 
and there is lots of storage space, 
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including a pullout pantry with wire 
shelving for cans and another cabinet 
with a wire rod to keep items in place 
during travel.

A Cuisinart microwave-convection 
oven with a grilling feature is mounted 
below the counter (at kid level), which 
made it handy to monitor food when 
sitting at the dinette. Jill arrived ready 
to bake double-chocolate brownies 
and eyed the Cuisinart apprehensively, 
but the convection feature baked them 
so perfectly that she whipped together 
another batch the following evening. 
(Obviously, we weren’t dieting on this 
trip.) A two-way, 9-cubic-foot refrig-
erator with a digital display takes up 
the wall opposite the range. 

Another feature we really liked 

was the Infi nity woven-vinyl fl ooring 
(with a 10-year warranty). The marine-
grade fl ooring looks like a high-quality 
indoor/outdoor mat and was easy to 
sweep clean. A waste bin under the 
sink keeps trash out of sight.

Over the dinette and grouped by 
the master panel is the control for 
the heating system (housed under 
a dinette bench) and Polk stereo. 
Since the DVD player and controls 
for the trailer’s two air conditioners 
are housed in an overhead cabinet, it 
might make more sense to swap the 
stereo and A/C controls so they’re 
grouped by category, but that’s a nit-
pick. Beginning with the 2016 travel-
trailer line, the air conditioners feature 
what Airstream calls Quietstream, a 

Dual tempered, tinted windows over the dinette allow occupants to enjoy the view while 
dining. The dinette converts into a bed via the telescoping table with the press of a button.

(Below left) Powered footrests add more comfort to the plush Ultraleather sofa. Cushions for 
the dinette bed are stored in the sofa’s armrests. (Below right) Windows surround the walk-
around queen pillow-top memory-foam mattress. Controls raise and lower the head of the bed.

RV CLOSE-UP

See Your Favorite RV Retailer
For Details

or
visit www.mopeka.com

CONVENIENT
ACCURATE
WIRELESS

Sensor Magnetically
Mounts To Bottom of LP Tank

Use Your 
Smart Device
Or Optional 
Monitor
To Check Your 
Fuel Levels
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ducted climate-control system with 
integrated ceiling vents for reduced in-
terior noise. The Alde hydronic heating 
system works off electric and LP-gas 
for quiet operation, plus it heats the 
trailer’s water. 

The Airstream’s tempered, tinted 
windows (solar protection on the front 
window) open outward and have a 
double-cam latching system. Figuring 
out the various open-and-close de-
tents took some practice to position in 
the highest open position, but once in 
place, a nice cross-breeze cooled the 
interior considerably, with help from 
the Fan-Tastic Vent with thermostatic 
control and a rain sensor.

Turning on the stereo, we relaxed 
in the living room on the plush Ultra-
leather sofa and kicked up our feet via 
powered footrests. USB ports are inset 
into the power-control buttons for the 
footrests, and a push-button panel 
operates the lights (with dimming 
feature). The lights can also be turned 
on independently. Speakers are incor-
porated next to the overhead cabinetry 
(as they are in the bedroom, as well). 
The sofa’s center fold-down table 
safely held our array of snacks and 
drinks, but the back of the sofa is fixed 
against the wall so it does not recline. 
From our tranquil seating, there was 
a clear view to the 32-inch Samsung 
smart HDTV over the dinette.

Cushions for transforming the 
four-place dinette into a bed are 
stored out of the way in the sofa’s 
armrests, though getting them out 
was easier than putting them back in. 
The best way was to sit on the floor 
and use my bare feet to stuff the cush-
ions in place. It was worth the work, 
because the bed was pretty comfy, 
plus it was a breeze to set up with the 
telescoping table that moves up and 
down with the press of a button. 

For an even more comfortable 
sleeping experience, the bedroom has 
a walk-around pillow-top memory-
foam queen bed surrounded by large 
windows. I loved sitting up in bed in 
the morning and looking outside. 
Controls to raise and lower the head 
of the bed and for lighting are located 
under the overhead cabinet for easy 

The first
and the finest.

www.rvsanitation.com

and the finest.

The original drop-in holding tank deodorizer 
that revolutionized the RV industry.

Still the #1 choice worldwide.

• Commercial Strength Odor Prevention
• Biodegradable & Formaldehyde-free
• Easy to Use Drop-In, No Spills!
• Breaks Down Waste and Paper
• Original Scent or Lavender Breeze MADE IN USA

AVAILABLE AT LEADING RV SUPPLY STORES
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RV ARMOR is a Federally 
Registered Trademark  
of RV Armor, Inc.  
All Rights Reserved.

SEAMLESS

BEFORE

AFTER

www.RV-ARMOR.com 
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-782-7667)

leak and  
worry-free 
FOR LIFE.

Lightweight: Seamless, and  
maintenance-free
Convenient: Don’t Move! We’ll 
come to you and install your 
new roof. Two-day process with 
nationwide service.
Affordable: Less expensive than 
a traditional roof replacement
Permanent: Lifetime material 
and labor  
warranty.  
Tracked by  
the VIN #

RVArmor Lifetime 
Roof reach. There’s lots of headroom, 

so 6-foot-4-inch Bill didn’t have to 
worry about knocking his noggin 
on the cabinet when sitting up. 

The Classic’s second HDTV, a 
24-incher, is at the foot of the bed,
and there’s a USB port and GFCI
receptacle on the wall by one of the
nightstands. The nightstands have
storage and are contoured to match
the Airstream. The day/night shades
work well to darken the inside during
daylight hours, so those who like to
catch a quick nap during the day will
appreciate them.

Additional storage is provided 
by drawers underneath the bed or 
by lifting the mattress platform via 
hydraulic struts for access. A portion 
of the underbed storage is also ac-
cessible from the outside. Hanging 
clothes are accommodated by a cedar-
lined wardrobe in the galley area that 
features automatic lighting and a safe 
in the fl oor. Also housed here are two 
camp chairs that come standard with 
the Classic. 

An accordion privacy screen closes 
off the bathroom and bedroom from 
the galley, making a good dressing 
area and offering privacy when going 
back and forth between the bath-
room and shower across the aisle. 
The roomy bathroom features a large 
skylight (with shade), plenty of light-
ing and space to spread out lotions, 
potions and towels on the countertop. 
There is good storage here as well, in-
cluding a tilt-out laundry-hamper, and 
luxuries such as a heated towel bar 
and fl oor, courtesy of the Alde system. 
Seams and rivets stand out on the 
aluminum walls, and with a full-size 
mirror on the door and a large wall 
mirror, our colorful towels refl ected 
all around. 

The bathroom’s curved aluminum 
wall, combined with a single non-open-
ing elongated window, is how I picture 
the inside of a space shuttle to look. We 
made it a habit to wipe down the area 
around the sink where water splashed 
up on the aluminum wall and mirror to 
avoid water spots. The shower, with a 
heated fl oor, is a bit tight and has only 
about 6 feet of headroom, but features 

an opaque glass door so it doesn’t 
feel so claustrophobic. An integrated 
seat and handheld removable Kohler 
shower head are pluses. 

Evenings were spent outside 
under the huge powered awning with 
LED lighting that runs almost the full 
length of the trailer. The porch light 
offers an inviting ambience, and the 
lighted handrail is probably the niftiest 

RV CLOSE-UP

Exterior Length 31' 3"

Exterior Width 8' 5½" 

Exterior Height (with A/C) 9' 9½" 

Interior Width 8' 1"

Interior Height 6' 7½"

Construction Semi-monocoque
construction, aluminum skin riveted 

to aluminum frame; fl uorocarbon-
treated UV-protected aluminum 

exterior; temperature-reducing one-
piece aluminum roof; thermal barrier 

protection between interior and exterior; 
5⁄8" tongue-and-groove wood subfl oor

Freshwater Cap. 54 gal.

Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 39/37 gal. 

LP-Gas Cap. (2) 10 gal.

Water-Heater Cap. 3 gal., continuous 
operation, integrated into Alde 

hydronic system

Refrigerator 9 cu. ft.

Furnace 34,000 Btu

Air Conditioner (2) 15,000 Btu/
13,500 Btu with heat pump

Converter 50 amp 

Battery (2) Group 27 12 volt

Tires LT225/75R16

Suspension Torsion axle

Dry Weight 7,760 lbs.

Dry Hitch Weight 773 lbs.

GVWR 10,000 lbs.

GAWR 7,788 lbs.

Base MSRP $135,600

As-Tested MSRP $137,800 

Basic Warranty 24 months

Airstream
877-596-6111, www.airstream.com
*Provided by Airstream

Circle 162 on Reader Service Card

2017 Airstream Classic 30

MANUFACTURER’S
SPECIFICATIONS*
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We Fuel Your Adventures.™

CALL US: 800-826-5776     VISIT US: TRANSFERFLOW.COM

IN-BED AUXILIARY FUEL TANKS

TOOLBOX AND  
FUEL TANK COMBOS

LARGER REPLACEMENT FUEL TANKS

Long distances, harsh elements, and fluctuating fuel prices 
are just some of the challenges you and your truck face.  Be 
ready with a range-maximizing fuel tank system from Transfer 
Flow.  Tap every last ounce of your truck’s towing and hauling 
capabilities with an in-bed auxiliary fuel tank, toolbox and fuel 
tank combo, or larger replacement fuel tank.

When your truck can tow a 22,000 lb. trailer across the country 
without breaking a sweat, don’t compromise the performance or 
quality of your fuel system with a lightweight plastic container.  
Transfer Flow fuel tanks are manufactured from American-made 
aluminized steel and aluminum diamond plate.

Spend less time at the pump, and more time on the road! 
To find the fuel tank that best fits your needs, or to locate an 
authorized installer of Transfer Flow fuel tanks near you, 
call or visit our website at transferflow.com.

TRANSFER FLOW 
FUEL TANKS

MORE FUEL.
MORE FREEDOM.

We Fuel Your Adventures ™
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one I’ve seen. During the day, manual 
awnings over the windows, front and 
rear, and on the driver’s side help 
keep the interior cooler, and the Clas-
sic looks welcoming with all the aw-
nings out.

The test unit had two Zamp Slim 
Line 80-watt solar panels ($2,200 op-
tion). Two 10-gallon LP-gas cylinders 
are housed on the A-frame under an 
aluminum cover, forward of the Clas-
sic’s stainless-steel rock guards. The 
trailer has power stabilizing jacks at 
each corner. Sixteen-inch Michelin 
tires ride on rubber torsion axles.

All these years later, I finally got 
to experience a “Turtle” for myself. 
I admit to being enamored with this 
Airstream because it reminded me 
of happy camping adventures with 
my family. That aside, we were im-
pressed with the Classic’s spacious 
and inviting living accommodations, 
room-to-spread-out kitchen and stor-
age aplenty. With just the right mix of 
charm and elegance, the Airstream 
Classic 30 has a relaxed and friendly 
style where you can feel comfortable 
kicking back and putting your feet up 
on the furniture. q

RV CLOSE-UP

The roomy bathroom has a heated towel  
bar, a tilt-out laundry hamper and a stylish 
Corian countertop with room to spread out 
bath accessories. A shower is across the hall.
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Celebrate July 4th with a truly 
 “MADE IN AMERICA”  
 line of  hitches!

Since 1978, PullRite has been innovating and 
manufacturing all of  its products right here in America.  
Our commitment to creating American jobs and buying 

only U.S. materials to produce new and
innovative products you can trust.

Check out PullRite’s latest innovation... 

• Weighs only 52 lbs! 

• Built to pull the big rigs with a 20K rating!

• Easiest hookup of  any hitch on the market

• No tools required for install and removal of  hitch

• Remote latch system eliminates climbing 
in and out of  the bed

• Tighter connection for a smoother ride

• Mounts to any brand of  industry standard rail (ISR) system

 
Scan the QR code (below) to watch a video or  

visit us online at www.pullrite.com/superlite 

 eliminates climbing
in and out of  the bed

smoother ride

industry standard rail (ISR) system

 to watch a video or  
visit us online at www.pullrite.com/superlite 

800.443.2307  •  WWW.PULLRITE.COM/SUPERLITE

American products.

American jobs.

American pride.

PULLRITE_TL_July2017_rev1.indd   1 5/1/2017   1:38:38 PM
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PICTURE YOUR HAPPY PLACE UNDER THE RV AWNING 
WITH FRIENDS, FAMILY AND FELLOW TRAVELERS AND 
THE ULTIMATE CAMPSITE SETUP. PARADISE FOUND!
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article by Valerie Law  photo by Trevor Tallman
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TAMING THE FLAME

Barbecue grills are icons of summer, 
and the portable Weber Q 1200 ($219) 
takes the show on the road in fun colors 
that add sizzle to your campsite. Ours is 
bright blue, but lime green, purple and 
fuchsia are fl ashier options. The go-
anywhere grill runs on LP-gas, pumps 
out 8,500 Btu an hour, and boasts a 
cast-aluminum body and fi berglass-
reinforced frame. Push-button ignition 
and a lid thermometer make the chef’s 
job easier, and a surprisingly large 
grate sears everything from burgers to 
kabobs. A pair of fold-out side tables 
holds sauces, serving dishes and other 
BBQ basics. 

Induction cooking is revered by RVers 
for fast heating and precise simmering. 
The portable Fagor 2X Induction 
Cooktop with Skillet ($99.95) can 
move those benefi ts from the kitchen 
to the patio. Plug it in, and the 120-volt 
AC cooker heats only the base of 
the provided 91⁄2-inch skillet or other 
induction-ready pan and shuts off 
when no cookware is detected, leaving 
the surface cool to the touch. A digital 
display shows the temperature and 
eight power levels.

The GCI Outdoor Slim Fold Cook 
Station ($85) answers the question 
of where to put your portable grill or 
induction cooktop and all the fi xins’. 
Topped by a heat-resistant-aluminum 
table, the one-piece cook station has 
a steel frame with locking support 
hinges that click into position right out 
of the box. Four side tables fold out for 
condiments, serving platters and liquid 
refreshments (hence, the molded-
plastic cup holders). The bottom rack 
stows a cooler or other sizable com-
modities, and corner hooks keep tongs 
and trash bags at the ready.

Flipping burgers is a breeze with 
the right utensils. Camping World’s 
Four-Piece BBQ Tool Set ($21.99) 
keeps things simple with a quartet of 
the most-popular grilling implements 
tucked inside a space-saving roll-up 
case. The 17-inch-long stainless-steel 
spatula, tongs, fork and basting brush 
are fi tted with loop ends for hanging 
and wooden handles that keep their 
cool under fi re.

F
or many RVers, summer vacations are highlights of the year, time to 
slow the pace, get back to nature, and reconnect with family and friends. 
When the sun comes up, anything goes, but twilight almost invariably 
draws everyone back together for dinner and drinks outdoors. With 
vacation season in full swing, we’ve assembled 32 of our favorite al fresco 

furnishings for living large and making merry under the awning on those sultry 
midsummer nights. From portable cookers and cozy camp chairs to mood-setting 
essentials, these are the things that transform an RV vacation into a celebration.
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PERFECT PATIO

$16995
w/Free US/CDN Shipping

SAVE $30 Today! Use Promo Code TL717

1663 iBall 1-3 sq ad-TL TL517-1217.indd   1 2/13/17   10:18 AM

SIPPING AND SUPPING

Picnic-table staples since the 1970s, 
Corelle dishes are popular with RVers 
for good reason. The lightweight 
laminated-glass plates, bowls and 
serving pieces hold up to the rigors 
of road travel and are microwave and 
preheated-oven safe. The only original 
style still in production, Corelle Winter 
Frost White Livingware adds a touch of 
class to outdoor meals. Camping World 
carries a wide range of this affordable 
classic, from dinner plates and salad 
bowls to a 24-piece set ($6.99 to 
$54.99). Additional pieces can be found 
at discount chains, department stores 
and online, not to mention estate sales.

Inviting the neighbors to outdoor 
potlucks is part of the fun of RVing,  
but insects aren’t on the guest list.  
To shield the main course and side 
dishes from crawling and flying pests, 
Camping World stocks a three-pack 
of Round Food Covers ($14.49). After 
dessert, the pop-up mesh covers 
collapse for compact storage and  
stay flat with elastic straps.

Tervis made a name for itself in 
1946 with a technology that keeps  
hot drinks hot and cold drinks cold. 
Today, the company supplies its 
insulated drinkware in everything from 
lidded tumblers and toddlers’ sippy 
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         Fast Master Products 
                866-794-8357                  
500-1200 LB. CAPACITY  ,TORSION SUSPENSION 
          CANNOT    JACKKNIFE   OR   FISHTAIL  

     SW-58 

   281-391-6750 
 SW-58DW 

cups to water bottles and wine goblets. 
We toasted our good fortune with the 
9-ounce Tervis Wine Glass ($19.99), 
available in Clear and Blue Infusion. 
Camping World offers these virtually 
indestructible vessels in dozens of 
designs that include Happy Camper 
and Home Is Where You Park It. 

Few things are more satisfying at the 
end of a blazing-hot summer day than 
a frosty brew. The double-insulated, 
powder-coated Hydro Flask Growler
($64.95) keeps 64 ounces of beer or 
other libations cold and carbonated for 
hours. Even the colors are cool. Pour 
a tall one into the True Pint ($24.95), 
Hydro Flask’s similarly insulated 
16-ounce guzzler, or the 10-ounce 
Rocks Glass ($29.95), with a spill-proof 
lid, and you’re set for happy hour.

Savvy RV owners have onboard water-
fi ltration systems, but what about safe 
drinking water when you’re really on 
the go? Icon Technology Systems offers 
a portable solution to potable water: 
an easy-to-carry bottle with a fi ltration 
system of its own. The Lifesaver 
4000UF ($149.95) has a more powerful 
fi lter than you’ll probably ever need, 
capable of removing viruses, bacteria 
and cysts from even murky or muddy 
sources. Purifi cation is simply a matter 
of dipping the bottle in a creek, river 
or lake, or pouring the questionable 
H20 directly into the bottle, and then 
pumping the water through the fi lter.

BigMouth’s red, white and blue 
infl atables range from a super-size 
American-fl ag swimming-pool fl oat 
to a three-pack of Patriotic Stars 
Beverage Boats ($11.99). Available from 
AlwaysFits.com, the blow-up “boats” 
keep drinks afl oat in the pool and make 
festive decorations on the picnic table 
for the Fourth of July and Labor Day. 
Let the patriot games begin!

EASY LIVING

Camping World’s 9-by-12-foot 
Reversible Patio Mat ($79.99) 
transforms any campsite into a 
Perfect Patio. Available in a variety of 
colors and patterns (ours is deep gray 
with decorative swirls), the expansive 
polypropylene mat resists fading, mold 
and mildew, and “breathes” to protect 
grass and vegetation. Reinforced edges 
rule out unraveling, and corner loops 
allow easy stake-down. Because it’s 
reversible, the mat can be fl ipped over 
for a fresh start.

Because some like it hot, the Mr. 
Heater Big Buddy Portable Heater 
($151.99) takes the edge off cool 
evenings, warming up to 400 square 
feet, outdoors or in. The lightweight 
appliance has a blower fan and three 
temperature settings, and connects to 
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WDH with Adaptive  
Sway Control

Adaptive Sway Technology WDH™

WDH with Adjustable  
Sway Control

5th Wheel Hitches

 

Adaptive Sway Technology WDH™

#1 Safety Feature — 
Automatic Locking Jaws

EAZ-LIFT™ —  
YOUR SOURCE
for 5th Wheel and Weight Distributing Hitches

• Weight Distribution Hitches
  - ReCurve™ R6  
  - ReCurve™ R3
  - Trekker™

  - Elite™

• Ready to Tow Hitch Kits
• 5th Wheel Hitches
• Gooseneck Hitch Adapters
• Sway Controls  

121 Landmark Dr. / Greensboro, NC 27409 / 800-334-2004 / www.camco.net

• Improved towing and 
 hauling performance

• Reliable comfort when 
 truck is unloaded

• Twin tubes easier to install 
 than gas shocks

• KONI performance at a 
 reasonable price

• Limited Lifetime Warranty

EXCEPTIONAL RIDE QUALITY
FOR TOWING VEHICLES

KONI STR.T

• Improved towing and 
 hauling performance

• Reliable comfort when 
 truck is unloaded truck is unloaded

• Twin tubes easier to install 
 than gas shocks

• KONI performance at a 
 reasonable price

• Limited Lifetime Warranty

EXCEPTIONAL RIDE QUALITY
FOR TOWING VEHICLES

KONI STR.T

PERFECT PATIO

the RV’s LP-gas supply or disposable 
1-pound cylinders. Bonus features 
include quick-connect assembly, 
push-button ignition, and safety 
shutoffs for low-oxygen conditions 
and accidental tip-overs. 

Available at Camping World, the 
Portable Outdoor Fire Pit ($94.99) 
not only radiates warmth, it creates 
a gathering place for after-dark 
socializing and stories told around 
the campfire. The fire pit features 
iron construction and comes with 
a chrome grill grate, a metal-mesh 
cover and a carrying case for mess-
free transport. With legs that fold for 
compact storage, it stows easily and 
goes almost anywhere.

Products that do double duty make the 
most of RV storage space, including this 
pair of battery-operated lanterns. Both 
a light source and a bug deterrent, the 
Thermacell Scout Mosquito Repeller 
Camp Lantern ($39.99) drives off biting 
insects with a butane cartridge and 
repellent mat. To keep bigger intruders 
at bay, the sensor-equipped Bright Path 
LED CampGuard Perimeter Security 
Lantern ($69.99) doubles as a nighttime 
security system, sounding an alarm 
and shining a beacon when it senses 
movement within a 35-foot perimeter.

KICKING BACK

Folding camp chairs are RV essentials, 
and few soothe tired muscles better 
than a zero-gravity recliner. These 
laid-back lounges cradle the body and 
elevate the feet to reduce pressure 
on the back. Camping World stocks a 
generously sized portable version, the 
Stone Peaks Zero Gravity Recliner 
($155.99), that supports up to 300 
pounds. Once you find your comfort 
zone, a locking mechanism secures 
the position. A pillow supports the head, 
neck, back, knees or ankles, and there’s 
even a detachable drink holder.
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• Improved towing and 
 hauling performance

• Reliable comfort when 
 truck is unloaded

• Twin tubes easier to install 
 than gas shocks

• KONI performance at a 
 reasonable price

• Limited Lifetime Warranty

EXCEPTIONAL RIDE QUALITY
FOR TOWING VEHICLES

KONI STR.T

• Improved towing and 
 hauling performance

• Reliable comfort when 
 truck is unloaded truck is unloaded

• Twin tubes easier to install 
 than gas shocks

• KONI performance at a 
 reasonable price

• Limited Lifetime Warranty

EXCEPTIONAL RIDE QUALITY
FOR TOWING VEHICLES

KONI STR.T

With the Summit Rocker ($71.99), you 
can rock out under the stars without 
disturbing the RVers next door. Built 
on a tubular-steel frame, the folding 
rocking chair is amply padded and has 
a wide seat, a high back and molded-
plastic armrests. Like the Stone Peaks 
Recliner, it supports up to 300 pounds 
and is available at Camping World.

Bolstering our seating selection, 
collapsible-furniture mogul Mac Sports 
offers its Folding Club Chair ($69.99), 

a plumped-up armchair that stows in 
a zippered case. Made of heavy-duty 
polyester for outdoor or indoor use, 
the overstuffed seat rests on a powder-
coated steel frame with large footpads 
that won’t sink into the campsite.

In the sweltering dog days of summer, 
your canine companions could use 
some creature comforts, too. Camping 
World’s Plush Pet Bed ($24.99) gives 
tuckered-out pooches a place to plop 
down and catch a few z’s outdoors on 
the patio or inside the RV. The 27-by-36-
inch cushion comes with a thick supply 
of batting, a soft polyester surface and 
a nonskid bottom. When the cover gets 
grubby, it zips off for machine washing 
and tumble drying.

Stroll through any RV park, and next 
to at least one camp chair you’re likely 
to spot the Adirondack-style Quik-Fold 
Side Table ($17.99). This campsite 
classic from Adams Manufacturing 
is just right for setting down drinks, 
snacks and cell phones or a laptop 
computer. Made of low-maintenance 
polypropylene, the 3.2-pound table folds 
fl at for storage. Get a pair of them.

Here’s a trick to make weathered picnic 
tables and splintered benches more 

Koni North America, Circle 128 on Reader Service Card
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PERFECT PATIO

appealing. Wrap them with Camping 
World’s Deluxe Picnic Table and Seat 
Covers ($41.99). Draw cords cinch the 
cheery blue-and-white-checked covers 
on tables and benches up to 6 feet long. 
Flannel padding adds a layer of softness 
to hard seats, and the vinyl surface 
means even drippy watermelon and 
sticky s’mores wipe off easily.

GETTING IN THE MOOD

The King Premium RV Outdoor Speaker 
and Light ($249) doubles as an energy-
effi cient exterior light and high-quality 
speaker that streams music from 
smartphones, tablets and computers. 
Available in white or black, the all-in-one 
LED fi xture and Bluetooth speaker 

mounts permanently on the side of the 
RV, replacing the original porch light. 
An app controls the music equalizer, 
light dimmer and rainbow of LED colors, 
including bug-banishing orange.

For those who prefer compact discs 
and over-the-air radio, there’s the 
Magnavox CD Boom Box with AM/FM
($39.99). Powered by 120-volt AC or six 
C batteries, this top-loading portable CD 

player has stereo speakers and a digital 
display for fi ne-tuning radio stations and 
navigating audio settings. Although the 
new boom box isn’t Bluetooth enabled, 
it’s not totally old school. With a cable 
plugged into the auxiliary jack, it plays 
music from most mobile devices. 

Bronze Globe Lights ($89.99) from 
Polymer Products do more than 
illuminate the patio. They set the tone 
for the evening. These classic etched 

No Perfect Patio would be complete without the requisite RV. Ours is the 2017 
Keystone Sprinter 324FWBHS fi fth-wheel, provided by Camping World of Valencia 
in Southern California. A fi tting backdrop for the well-equipped RV site, this three-

slide bunkhouse comes with an exterior kitchen and a power awning with built-in speakers 
for entertaining outdoors. Catch Trailer Life’s video walk-through of the Sprinter 324FWBHS 
on our YouTube channel, TrailerLifeDIY.
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Self-locking hitch head. Quick and easy 
hook up. Latch engages the kingpin  
a full 3600.

The hitch head is cushioned by 4 rubber 
springs to smooth the ride, and eliminate 
bucking and stress.

11” of articulating travel for maneuvering  
clearance to prevent the trailer from  
striking the cab of short bed trucks.

Lightweight, modular design enables one  
person installation and removal.

BXR6200: fits any 2-5/16"
gooseneck hitch ball

BXR7200: fits industry 
standard rails

• 5,000 lb Vertical Tongue Weight  
• 20,000 lb Gross Trailer Weight  
• 3 vertical adjustments:   
   17”, 18”, and 19”

Super Ride™

20K Fifth Wheel Slider

Patent Pending

Easy Convenient

Comfort

Travel

Blue Ox, Circle 104 on Reader Service Card
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PERFECT PATIO

light diffusers connect to a 30-foot coiled 
cord that stretches the length of the 
awning and plugs in to a straight 20-foot 
extension. The shatter-resistant lights 
are approved for outdoor and indoor use 
with up to 60-watt bulbs. Camping World 
sells a six-string set along with a handy 
eight-pack of Awning Hooks ($12.49) 
with nylon tabs that slide into the roller 
tube’s utility groove for easy hanging.

The playful 
LED Palm Tree
($124.99) from 
Ming’s Mark 
transforms your 
RV site into a 
tropical oasis. 
Brightly lit LEDs 
spiral up the 
tree’s nearly 
7-foot trunk 

to four brilliant-green palm fronds. 
Approved for outdoor and indoor use, 
the lofty 120-volt AC display plugs in 
with a 5-foot power cord.

Putting the fun in functional, Vintage 
RV Tablecloth Weights ($11.29) keep 
outdoor table coverings from fl ying 
away in the wind. The canned-ham 
trailers and old-time pickup trucks 
clip to tablecloth corners to hold them 
in place. A matching pair of ceramic 
Vintage RV Salt and Pepper Shakers
($11.29) and the decorative metal RV 
Spinner Stake ($13.99) 
add to the nostalgic 
ambience. Wrapping up 
the vintage-trailer theme, 
the Home Is Where You 
Park It Basket ($13.49) 
not only transports 
necessities to the picnic 
table in a collapsible 
aluminum-frame carrier, 

RESOURCES
Adams USA, www.adamsusa.com
AlwaysFits.com, www.alwaysfi ts.com
Bright Path LED, www.brightpathled.com
Camping World, www.campingworld.com
Fagor, www.fagoramerica.com
GCI Outdoor, www.gcioutdoor.com
Hydro Flask, www.hydrofl ask.com
Icon Technology Systems, www.iconlifesaver.com
King, www.kingconnect.com
Mac Sports, www.macsports.com
Magnavox, www.magnavox.com
Ming’s Mark, www.mingsmark.com
Mr. Heater, www.mrheater.com
Polymer Products, www.polymerglobes.com
Tervis Tumbler Company, www.tervis.com
Thermacell, www.thermacell.com 
Weber, www.weber.com
WorldKitchen, www.corelle.com

Manufacturer-suggested prices are listed, but 
these items are often available at discounted 
rates at Camping World and other retail outlets.
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its retro-RV graphic 
proudly proclaims 
your wanderlust. 
All are available at 
Camping World. q
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Catches your eye. 
Then wins your heart.

Our travel trailers are available in eight vibrant 

colors. But the real magic happens when you step 

inside. With four unique models, a wide range of 

comfortable floorplans, and thoughtful amenities 

inside and out, you’re sure to find the perfect 

towable RV for you.

Factor in Winnebago® build quality and you’ve got 

all the ingredients for a relationship that’s both 

lasting and beautiful. See them all — as well as our 

fifth wheels and toy haulers — and find your nearest 

dealer at WinnebagoInd.com.

Winnebago Micro Minnie

Winnebago  
Winnie Drop®

Winnebago  
Minnie 

Winnebago  
Minnie Plus

©2017 Winnebago Industries, Inc.

Miles ahead.™

Winnebago Towables, Circle 157 on Reader Service Card
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VINCENNES’
VICTORIES

article by Pamela Selbert  photos by Guy and Pamela Selbert

The pages of history are fi lled with 
tales of heroes and their heroic 
deeds. But sometimes history is 

kinder to these heroes than their con-
temporaries had been. Such is the case 
with surveyor and military leader George 
Rogers Clark. Nicknamed Conqueror 
of the Old Northwest Territory and 
Washington of the West, Clark performed 
daring feats beyond the Appalachians 
during the American Revolution that 
extended the nation’s frontier, winning 

Illinois through frigid fl oodwater and 
launching a surprise attack, accepted 
the surrender of the British occupiers 
at Fort Sackville at Vincennes, Indiana. 

That may have been Clark’s most 
dramatic exploit, but it was just one of 
many during and after the American 
Revolution. Despite these feats — 
actually, because of them — Clark was 
penniless when the war ended. Just 
a few years later, he was slandered, 
disgraced, forced to resign his command 
and ultimately lived out his days in near 
poverty, having lost to creditors almost 
all the land — 150,000 acres — he’d 
been given for service in the war.  

 As the highest-ranking offi cer 
in the territory during the war-time 
campaigns, Clark had been respon-
sible for obtaining supplies for his 
troops. And though he had no offi cial 
support, he signed for the materials, 
believing that after the war ended, the 
government, considering his accom-
plishments, would assume the debt. 
But that didn’t happen, at least not 
during his lifetime.

He attempted to recoup his losses 
with work as an Indian commissioner 
and surveyor, but was unsuccess-
ful, and for the rest of his life he was 
plagued by claims and suits related to 
the war debts. Clark was in the care of 
his sister, Lucy Croghan, on her farm 
near Louisville, Kentucky, at his death, 
in 1818 at age 65, following a couple of 
strokes and the loss of a leg. His family 
then took up the cause and eventually 
obtained a settlement.

His accomplishments may have 
been dismissed during his lifetime, 

land from Great Britain that would later 
become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, 
Wisconsin and northeastern Minnesota.  

Now, schools are named for Clark, 
statues of him have been erected, and a 
major bridge over the Ohio River bears 
his name. Since 1975, when the Indiana 
General Assembly designated the date, 
February 25 has been celebrated as 
George Rogers Clark Day in the state. 
On that day in 1779, Clark and a small 
army, after trudging 180 miles across 

INDIANA’S OLDEST TOWN IS THE SITE OF A 79-FOOT-
HIGH MEMORIAL DEDICATED TO GEORGE ROGERS CLARK, 
CONQUEROR OF THE OLD NORTHWEST TERRITORY, AND 
AN INTERACTIVE MUSEUM CHRONICLING THE LIFE OF 
ENTERTAINER RED SKELTON

Vincennes’ memorial to George Rogers Clark honors the Revolutionary War commander who took away 
the western territory between the Allegheny Mountains and the Mississippi River from the British.
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but the role he played in American expansion is now long 
recognized. In 1928, President Calvin Coolidge ordered a 
memorial be built to the forgotten hero.  

George Rogers Clark National Historical Park was 
created in Vincennes. In 1933 (the 150th anniversary of the 
Treaty of Paris, which ended the American Revolution), the 
classical Greek-style memorial to Clark was dedicated. It 
stands on the banks of the Wabash River where old Fort 
Sackville is believed to have been.  

The massive round memorial, gleaming white granite 
79 feet tall and ringed by 16 towering fluted columns, is so 
grand that at first glance you might think you’ve made a 
wrong turn and somehow gotten to Washington, D.C., where 
similar monuments dot the landscape. 

The interior, of Indiana limestone and Italian, French 
and Tennessee marble, is no less grand. A 7½-foot bronze 
statue of a confident-looking Clark stands in the center of 
the room, and seven 28-foot-tall murals depicting his role in 
developing the land west of the Appalachians decorate the 
circular wall. The nearby visitor center, with a 30-minute 
film, brochures, maps and dozens of exhibits, provides a 
comprehensive account.  

Born in Virginia, Clark was a “magnetic leader, 
persuasive orator and master of psychological warfare,” 
according to the National Park Service. But in 1772 at age 
20, like many others in search of new land to settle, he 
crossed the Appalachians into Kentucky, which was still part 
of Virginia, to live in the Ohio River Valley. This meant defying 
the British “proclamation line” of 1763, which dictated that 
American colonists could live only east of the mountains.

By 1777, with the Revolution under way in the East, 
the British at Fort Detroit were sending out Indian war 
parties to destroy American settlements in the west. 
Clark, one of Kentucky’s military leaders, convinced 
Governor Patrick Henry to let him take the war to British-
controlled posts of French inhabitants north of the Ohio 
River, with the ultimate goal of capturing Fort Detroit, 
where the British were based.  

On Independence Day in 1778, Clark and a small 
army of patriots took Kaskaskia without firing a shot, 
and subsequently Cahokia, both in Illinois country. Then, 
at the urging of Father Pierre Gibault, vicar general of 
the Territory of Illinois, the people of Vincennes on the 
Wabash also swore allegiance to the patriots.  

The elegant Basilica of St. Francis Xavier, also known as the Old 
Cathedral, was built in 1826 and is the fourth church on the site. It 
is located opposite George Rogers Clark National Historical Park.

Fur trader Francis Vigo, Clark’s spy in Vincennes, traveled to Kaskaskia  
to inform Clark that Fort Sackville was undermanned and vulnerable. 
Vigo also participated in the founding of Vincennes University.

TL1707 George Rogers Clark NP.indd   5/11/17   3:39 PM   - 57 -    (Cyan)TL1707 George Rogers Clark NP.indd   5/11/17   3:39 PM   - 57 -    (Magenta)TL1707 George Rogers Clark NP.indd   5/11/17   3:39 PM   - 57 -    (Yellow)TL1707 George Rogers Clark NP.indd   5/11/17   3:39 PM   - 57 -    (BlacK)



1-888-926-5517 | www.parkit360.com

Powerful. Agile. Responsive.
Move almost any trailer with our powerful, compact dolly.

 Res Resppoonnssiivve.e.
rrffuull, c, coommppaacct dt doollllyy..yy.yy

SPECIAL OFFER 
Use coupon code 

PARKIT360 to receive 
$50 o� any order of 

$800 or more. 

With Stablelock technology, 
our dolly won’t tip, tilt or pivot 
and is easily controlled with a 
simple thumb control switch. 
Our units have the ability to 
freewheel and smart trailer 
brakes are an available option 
for added control. 

41

50

VINCENNES' VICTORIES

•Vincennes

Wabash River

★ Indianapolis

RIVER CITY
Located in the southwestern part of the 
state at the junction of U.S. routes 41 
and 50, historic Vincennes sits on 
the lower Wabash River. Vincennes, 
Indiana’s fi rst city, was under British 
rule until after the American Revolution 
and later served as the capital of the 
Indiana Territory from 1800 to 1813. 
The more-than-500-mile-long Wabash 
River forms the southern Indiana-Illinois 
border. Several U.S. Navy warships 
are named after the Wabash or the 
numerous battles that took place on 
or near the river between the Siege 
of Fort Sackville and the War of 1812.

I N D I A N A

When the news reached the British 
at Fort Detroit, Lieutenant Governor 
Henry Hamilton and a small army 
headed south for Vincennes and were 
joined along the way by hundreds of 
Indians still loyal to the British. The 
size of the force convinced those at 
Vincennes to renounce their allegiance 
with the United States, and once again 
Fort Sackville was in British hands.

But in early 1779, Clark learned 
that Hamilton had sent most of the 

Indians and French militia home for the 
winter, and while still in Kaskaskia, he 
assembled 170 Virginians and Illinois 
French volunteers, and set out on the 
daunting trek across Illinois’ “drowned 
country.” For 10 days they waded 
through sometimes-shoulder-deep 
fl oodwater and reached Fort Sackville 
on February 23.  

The British held on till Clark 
threatened to storm the fort and 
give no quarter, then agreed to the 

(Above, from left) The state historical site across from Vincennes University includes the 
well-preserved red-clapboard territorial capitol. The second of three Fort Knox locations that 
protected the city from Indian attack has a fence of short logs where the palisade once stood. 
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OPEN A GOOD SAM | 
CAMPING WORLD VISA® 
CREDIT CARD ACCOUNT 
TODAY TO EARN UP TO

1  O�er subject to credit approval. Cardholders will earn five (5) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases spent on Good Sam Club related products and services made on their Account rounded to the nearest dollar. 
“Good Sam Club eligible purchases,” are defined as products and services purchased from Good Sam Enterprises, LLC and its a�liates and partners, including but not limited to the following: Coast to Coast, Camping World, 
Good Sam, TL Enterprises, and NGIC. Cardholders will earn three (3) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made at any gas station and any retail establishments that classify their merchant location to Visa as 
Campgrounds and Trailer Parks within the U.S. and Canada. For all other purchases made anywhere else, Cardholders will earn one (1) point for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made on their Account rounded to the 
nearest dollar. A one-time bonus award of (2,000) Rec Rewards Points will be awarded to new cardholders after the first purchase is posted to the Account. Bonus Rec Rewards Points will be posted approximately 30 days 
after the initial qualifying transaction. Cardholders will earn double points (up to 2,000 bonus points total) on all purchases made outside Good Sam or Camping World within the first 90 days of account opening. This rewards 
program is provided by Comenity Capital Bank and its terms may discontinue or change at any time. For information about the rates, fees, other costs, and the reward program rules (including point accrual rate, bonus point 
awards, etc.) and benefits associated with the use of this credit card program please visit http://www. comenity.net/goodsamcampingworld for complete terms and conditions. © 2016 CWI, Inc. & Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. 
CAMPING WORLD and the CAMPING WORLD Mountain Logo are registered trademarks of CWI, Inc. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any 
trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.

2  Each merchant is assigned a code by a third party that indicates the merchant’s area of business. Bonus points will only be awarded if the merchant code for the purchase matches a category eligible for the o�er. Comenity 
Capital Bank does not have the ability to control assignment of merchant codes.

The Good Sam | Camping World Visa® and Good Sam | Camping World Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc.  GCR51991 - 1216

GET ON THE ROAD TO BIGGER REWARDS!

FOR EVERY $1 SPENT

2,000 BONUS POINTS 
the first time you use your card for a purchase  
(up to $25 value)

DOUBLE POINTS 
on purchases outside Camping World & Good Sam for 
the first 90 days (up to 2,000 points/$25 value)

REDEEM 
points for cash back as a statement credit, Good Sam 
memberships, restaurant, retail and gas gift cards,  
plus, MUCH more!

POINTS at Camping World and on 
Good Sam purchases

POINT everywhere else VISA® is accepted

POINTS on gas & at private campgrounds 
in the U.S. & Canada2

VISIT A CAMPING WORLD SUPERCENTER NEAR YOU! 
NOT NEAR A STORE?  CALL: 1-844-271-2591   CLICK: CampingWorld.com/GoodSamVisa

TDD/TTY 1-888-819-1918 

FOR EVERY $1 SPENT
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surrender, which was formalized on 
February 25. The Union Jack would 
never again fl y over Fort Sackville, but 
with reinforcements unavailable, Clark 
was unable to proceed to his ultimate 
goal, Fort Detroit.

When the Treaty of Paris ended 
the Revolution in 1783, Britain ceded 
the Old Northwest Territory to the 
United States, and due in large part 
to Clark’s war-time efforts, the size 
of the country was nearly doubled. 
But Indian raids on American settle-

ments continued. In 1786 Clark led an 
expedition against villages along the 
Wabash, but before victory could be 
won, supplies ran low, and his 300 men 
mutinied. Then, rumors spread that he 
had often been drunk on duty.  

Joe Herron, chief of interpretation 
at the park, explained that this may 
just have been jealous slander, but no 
inquiry was ever held. Nonetheless, 
Clark, by this time a brigadier general, 
was forced to resign. With the opening 
of George Rogers Clark National 

Historical Park, the hero whose history 
had been largely ignored for nearly a 
century and a half fi nally got his long-
deserved recognition.

Vincennes, which had been founded 
by French fur traders in 1732, became 
Indiana’s territorial capital on July 4, 
1800, and served until the capital was 
moved to Corydon in 1813. Indiana 
became a state three years later, 
and in 1825 the capital was moved 
to Indianapolis.

(Above, from left) The boyhood home of comedian and favorite son Richard “Red” Skelton. 
Beautiful Ouabache Trails State Park has an excellent campground just 2 miles north of the 
city. (Right) Visitors admire the heroic statue of George Rogers Clark inside his memorial.

      escapetrailer.com | 855-703-1650 |  Buy factory direct in Chilliwack, B.C.

NEWLY REDESIGNED
FOR 2017

Check out our 
website for 

current pricing, 
options and

standard features 
for the NEWLY 

REDESIGNED 2017 
ESCAPE Travel 

Trailer in 17’ & 19’  
lengths. 
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VACATION

WE MAKE
GETTING THERE

VACATION
PA R T  O F  T H E

The hitch may be small, but don’t underestimate
its importance. The engineered metal can make
the difference between a comfortable ride and

a nail biter. That’s why B&W developed a line
of hitches based on a single goal: creating

a smooth, worry-free ride.

BWTrailerHitches.com

SINGLE-POINT-ATTACHMENT
COMPANION™ AND

COMPANION SLIDER

FACTORY HITCH PLATFORM
OEM COMPANION AND

OEM COMPANION SLIDER

RAIL MOUNTED HITCH
THE PATRIOT 18k™ AND

THE PATRIOT SLIDER

RAIL MOUNTED HITCH

B
&

W
 T

ra
ile

r 
H

it
ch

es
, 

C
ir

cl
e 

1
0

2
 o

n 
R

ea
de

r 
S

er
vi

ce
 C

ar
d

61 B&W TRAILER.indd   5/9/17   11:23 AM   - 61 -    (Cyan)61 B&W TRAILER.indd   5/9/17   11:23 AM   - 61 -    (Magenta)61 B&W TRAILER.indd   5/9/17   11:23 AM   - 61 -    (Yellow)61 B&W TRAILER.indd   5/9/17   11:23 AM   - 61 -    (BlacK)



founded by a U.S. president (in this 
case a future president, William Henry 
Harrison; the other is the University of 
Virginia, founded by Thomas Jefferson). 
Also at the complex is a replica of the 
Elihu Stout Print Shop, the territory’s 
first newspaper, the Indiana Gazette, 
established in 1804.

Harrison's home, Grouseland 
(3 W. Scott Street), is nearby. Harrison 
was governor of the Territory of Indiana 
from 1803 to 1812, and elected ninth 
president of the United States in 1840. 
Completed in 1804 and designated a 
national historic landmark in 1961, 
the elegant Georgian/Federal-style 
mansion is now a museum and open 
for guided tours.

Other historical attractions include 
Old French House (509 N. First Street), 
a French Creole-style building that was 
built in 1809 and home to French fur 
trader Michael Brouillet. Furnishings 
are typical of the early 19th century.

The collection of artifacts at the 
Indiana Military Museum (715 S. Sixth 
Street) is considered one of the best 
in the Midwest. The 6,500-square-foot 
museum, with exhibits indoors and out, 
displays vintage vehicles, weaponry 
and uniforms from every major 
American conflict, Civil War through 
Desert Storm.    

Loveliest of the town’s historic 
buildings is the Old Cathedral (Basilica 
of St. Francis Xavier, 205 Church 
Street), a short, grassy stroll from the 
Clark monument. The Greek Revival-
style cathedral, the fourth church to 
stand on the site (the first was built 
around 1748), dates from 1826. A 
statue of Father Gibault, Patriot Priest 
of the Old Northwest, stands in front.     

Inside, the basilica is lavish with 
exquisite paintings, Doric columns 
that are yellow poplar trees plastered 
and painted to resemble marble, and 
vibrantly hued stained-glass windows 
that were installed in 1908. Across the 
courtyard from the church is the oldest 
library in Indiana, containing some 
10,000 rare volumes, some of which 
date to the 14th century. 

For another look at early-American 
history, drive 3 miles northeast of town 
on Lower Fort Knox Road to Fort Knox 

But the original Indiana Territorial 
Capitol remains and can be toured, 
along with several other historic 
structures located a dozen blocks 
east of the national historical park. 
Walking tours, led the day of our visit 
by Program Director John Mays, begin 
at the visitor center, a replica of an 
1850’s log cabin (1 W. Harrison Street), 
where books, maps and brochures are 
available. The well-preserved capitol, 
a plain two-story clapboard structure 

painted ruby red, is furnished with 
benches and chairs, as it would have 
been more than two centuries ago.

The complex also includes 
Jefferson Academy, Indiana’s first 
public school, founded in 1801. Mays 
explained that girls as well as boys, 
ages eight to 14 or 15, attended the 
school, which was taught in French, 
Latin and English. In 1806, it was in-
corporated as Vincennes University, 
one of only two colleges in the country 
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WHERE TO STAY
We recommend the county-owned 
campground at Ouabache Trails 
Park, which includes 35 RV sites, 
all with water, electricity, picnic 
tables and fire rings. The pet-friendly 
campground offers showers and 
laundry facilities. A dump station, 
firewood and ice are available. 
Quabache Trails Campground is 
open from April 1 through the first 
weekend in November.
812-882-4316 
www.knoxcountyparks.com

For More Information
Vincennes/Knox County Visitors and 
Tourism Bureau
800-886-6443, www.visitvincennes.org

II, near Ouabache Trails Campground, 
where we stayed.  

The U.S. Army had built Fort 
Knox I in Vincennes in 1787. It was 
moved to the present site in 1803, 
becoming Fort Knox II, with a stockade 
and blockhouse, store and powder 
magazine. The old fort, on a level plain 
high over the chocolate Wabash River 
(Ouabache in French), is no longer 
there, but its outline is marked in the 
grass with short posts. On 13 bronze 
placards, visitors read about the 
history of the area, such as the trouble 
between settlers and Indians, and 
Harrison’s 1811 victory at the Battle of 
Tippecanoe, which later prompted the 
slogan “Tippecanoe and Tyler Too” that 
swept him into the presidency.    

Secretary of War William Eustis 
removed the garrison from Fort Knox 
II in 1812, and its timbers were floated 
downriver to be reassembled in 
Vincennes as Fort Knox III. Five years 
later, that facility would be dismantled, 
as struggles between Indians and 
European culture east of the Missis-
sippi had come to an end.

For our last stop in town, we 
turned from serious history to the 
whimsical — the Red Skelton Museum 
of American Comedy (20 Red Skelton 
Boulevard). Clown, comedian, actor 
and mime Richard “Red” Skelton 
was born in Vincennes in 1913. The 
museum, which opened on the an-
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niversary of his 100th birthday, is 
a wealth of exhibits, many of them 
interactive, that chronicle his life and 
70-year career as an entertainer.

Although Skelton is best known
as a “clown,” a term he preferred 
to “comic,” because a “clown uses 
pathos,” he was also a prolific writer 
of short stories and music (some 
8,000 songs), and enjoyed a second 
career as a talented painter. Visitors 
watch amusing clips of him as Freddie 

the Freeloader, Clem Kadiddlehop-
per and others, and learn about his 
commitment to public service, and 
that all was not laughter in Skelton’s 
personal life (he was divorced twice; 
his son died of leukemia at age nine). 

There’s also a gallery of his 
artwork. Most of the paintings are 
of clowns, but that’s not surprising. 
Skelton said, “A clown is a warrior who 
fights gloom.” He believed his purpose 
in life was “to make people laugh.” q
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One of three Maritime Provinces in eastern Canada, Nova Scotia is a vast 
peninsula on its western flank with islands to the east. Its most famous 
and rugged coasts rise out of the Atlantic with a raw, powerful and 
sometimes wistful beauty. The dramatic Bay of Fundy is known for its 

massive tide swings, while the famed Cabot Trail on the province’s largest island, 
Cape Breton, winds past stunning windswept cliffs. 

lemon-yellow building across the street 
that housed a coffee shop was practi-
cally the only commercial establish-
ment in the village. Traditional wooden 
lobster pots with rounded tops were 
stacked up on the small pier, while an 
abandoned rowboat with peeling paint 
and rotting wood quietly disintegrated 
nearby, its days on the water long over.

On a hillside above the town, 
an artist was seated on a granite 
boulder painting the tranquil scene, 
his paintbrush slowly bringing the 
harbor to life, as a small crowd watched 
from behind him. Although this is a 
working fishing community, it is also 
a popular tourist destination, and the 
handful of villagers going about their 
daily lives are vastly outnumbered by 
camera-wielding tourists. In a distant 
parking lot, rows of luxury tour buses 
disgorged hundreds of visitors every 
hour into this town of 640 residents.

In contrast to those better-known 
areas, the coastline on Nova Scotia’s 
south shore is an endless ripple of rocky 
peninsulas and narrow waterways. 
Several of the well-protected coves are 
home to quaint villages that are bright, 
colorful and utterly picturesque. As my 
husband, Mark, and I towed our 36-foot 
fifth-wheel trailer into the province, we 
debated which coast to head toward. 
In the end, the charm of those historic 
seaside settlements on the south shore 
lured us there first.

PEGGY’S COVE
Our first stop was Peggy’s Cove, 

a classic fishing village that is picture-
postcard perfect. It is a tiny hamlet of just 
a few simple, pastel-colored homes that 
are perched on grassy hillsides around 
a very small harbor. Ever since the area 
was settled in the late 1700s, the villagers 
have made their living by harvesting the 
bounty of the sea. A few lobster boats 
were tied up at the dock, and their bright 
blue, yellow and red reflections undulated 
lazily in the silky water. 

As we walked down the narrow lane 
that meanders alongside the harbor, 
we passed a lobster boat that had been 
pulled up on the shore and watched 
two men busily painting it a vivid red. A 

CAPTIVATED BY CHARMING             COASTAL TOWNS AND A PICTURE-POSTCARD SETTING ON A ROAD TRIP TO NOVA SCOTIA’S SOUTH SHORE
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article by Emily Fagan  photos by Emily and Mark Fagan

while the sun began to slip out of sight 
below the horizon. It then burst into a 
brilliant yellow fireball, casting a golden 
glow between the clouds and sea. All 
the tourists that had been scrambling 
around on the rocks stopped to stare, 
in awe of this magical sunset.

As joyful and glorious as that 
moment was, a far different and heart-
breakingly tragic moment is memorial-
ized forever on another outcropping of 
waterfront boulders just a few miles 
away. There, a stark group of engraved 
granite slabs tells the somber story of 
the crash of Swissair Flight 111 into 
the cold Atlantic, killing more than 200 
people on board back in 1998. A thick 
blanket of wet fog covered the shore, as 
we walked among the stones and pieced 
together our hazy memories of that 
news story from long ago, and realized 

how deeply it affected the people of 
this distant shore.

LUNENBURG
Peggy’s Cove had given us a glimpse 
of life in an isolated cove on Nova 
Scotia’s south coast, but we found the 
nearby town of Lunenburg was abuzz 
with activity. The fishing shacks, ship-
yard and boathouses along this sizable 
harbor were all painted bright red, and 
a wide variety of sailboats and fishing 
vessels bobbed at anchor in the harbor. 
Many of the sailboats were antique 
wooden schooners and ketches from 
an earlier time. On the town streets, 
the clip-clop of hooves grew loud, as 
a horse-and-buggy tour of the town’s 
historic architecture approached us. 

The region was settled primarily 
by the Scottish (Nova Scotia means 

CAPTIVATED BY CHARMING             COASTAL TOWNS AND A PICTURE-POSTCARD SETTING ON A ROAD TRIP TO NOVA SCOTIA’S SOUTH SHORE

Peggy’s Cove is most famous for its 
graceful lighthouse, and we wandered 
away from the harbor out onto the wide, 
flat granite boulders where it stood 
facing the open ocean. Three windows 
decorated its front, like a row of buttons. 

Suddenly, the plaintive tones of a 
bagpipe filled the air, and we saw a 
man in a kilt near the lighthouse with a 
donation box at his feet playing his heart 
out. The mournful song of the bagpipe 
was beautiful and haunting, evoking the 
danger of this craggy shore, the fragility 
of boats at sea, and the thin ray of hope 
and guidance that a flash of light gives 
sailors in the dark of night.

Later in the day, as the sun began 
to fall in the sky, we witnessed one of 
the most dramatic sunsets we have 
ever seen. Huge dark storm clouds 
gathered and turned black above us, 

Brooding storm clouds bring drama to a brilliant sunset at Peggy’s Point Lighthouse, just south of the fishing community of Peggy’s Cove.
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THE QUAINT SIDE OF CANADA

GETTING THERE

Lunenburg •

•Amherst

Blue Rocks

Peggy’s Cove

Bay of Fundy

★ Halifax

LaHave

Mahone Bay•

From Calais, Maine, it is a 200-mile drive 
across New Brunswick to Nova Scotia via 
NB Route 1 and the Trans-Canada Highway. 
Amherst is the fi rst community you enter 
after crossing into Nova Scotia. From there, 
it is another 150 miles to the heart of the 
quaint villages on the south shore.

We had visions of slowly circumnavi-
gating the peninsula with our truck and 
trailer, visiting every cove and hamlet. 
However, we quickly discovered that this 
coastal route and most of the other smaller 
and more interesting roads are not suitable 
for big RVs, as there are no shoulders and 
many twists, turns and potholes. The best 
way for RVers to tackle Nova Scotia is on 
the highways that crisscross the province 
(routes 101, 102, 103 and 104), leaving the 
trailer in base camps and doing all the 
scenic drives, explorations and village 
visits with the tow vehicle.

RV CAMPING
BRIDGEWATER
Oakhill Pines Campground
www.oakhillpines.com

HAMMONDS PLAINS
Woodhaven RV Park of Halifax
www.woodhavenrvpark.com

HUBBARDS 
Hubbard’s Beach Campground

www.hubbardsbeach.com

INDIAN HARBOUR
King Neptune Campground
www.kingneptunecampground.ca

LUNENBURG
Lunenburg Board of Trade Campground
www.lunenburgns.com/campground

MARTIN’S RIVER
RayPort Campground

www.rayport.ca

For More Information
Tourism Nova Scotia
www.novascotia.com

N O V A
S C O T I AS C O T I A

N E W
B R U N S W I C KB R U N S W I C KB R U N S W I C K

Lunenburg •Lunenburg •

Blue Rocks

Lunenburg •Lunenburg •Lunenburg •

LaHaveLaHaveLaHaveLaHave

Lunenburg •Lunenburg •Lunenburg •Lunenburg •

LaHave

Peggy’s Cove

“New Scotland” in Latin) and the 
French, and these two heritages are 
evident throughout the province. 
Some towns lean more toward their 
Scottish roots, and others celebrate 
deeper French roots. Lunenburg, now a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, is unique 
because its history includes German 
and Swiss immigrants. 

Until the mid-1700s, most Nova 
Scotia settlements were French, but the 
British wanted to solidify their presence, 
so they recruited German and Swiss 
Protestants, who they hoped would 
be sympathetic to the British crown, 
by offering them free land around 
Lunenburg. The European farmers 
seized upon this opportunity, and the 
town was named after the British king 
of that era who had once been the duke 
of Braunschweig-Lüneburg.

By the 1860s, the town had a thriving 
economy based on farming, fi shing and 
trade with the Caribbean islands of the 
West Indies. Wealthy merchants built 
elegant homes on the hillside that rises 
above the harbor. The vibrant and colorful 
architecture is what gives Lunenburg its 
immense charm, and we were told that 
the best view of the town is from the golf 
course on the far side of the harbor. 

As we walked along the water’s 
edge to the other side of the harbor, 
we passed an imposing piece of 
concrete with broken edges and 
discovered it was a piece of the 
Berlin Wall. The Kinley family, who 

The colorful homes surrounding Peggy’s 
Cove come to life on an artist’s canvas. Set on 
picturesque St. Margarets Bay, the village is 
a popular spot for artists and photographers.

Peggy’s Cove offers a glimpse of a bygone era when fi shermen harvested the bounty of the sea.
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NEW 2017 STARCRAFT

SATELLITE 16KS
STK. #1353294  •  MSRP $20,933  •  SAVE $5,938
HAMBURG, NY

PAYMENT BASED ON 10% DOWN @ 4.99% APR FOR 144 MOS.

NEW 2017 COLEMAN

COLEMAN LIGHT 1705RB
STK. #1333807  •  MSRP $24,639  •  SAVE $9,644
BOSSIER CITY, LA

$14,995*

 

$14,995*

 

$14,995*

 

$14,995*

 

NEW 2017 COLEMAN

* Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in CA, OH, TX, TN, GA, MS, LA, WA, OR or UT). Inventory and 
fl oorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the nearest authorized dealer. Contact your area dealer for availability. VIN numbers posted at dealership. All payments 
to qualifi ed buyers with approved credit. Subject to lender terms. Down payment may be required (Not applicable in PA). RV must be purchased at a participating Camping World RV Sales Dealership to qualify. O� er is not retroactive on previous 
RV purchases. Benefi ts are subject to certain limitations and restrictions, and are subject to change. Discounts and benefi ts o� ered through your Good Sam Elite membership for 3 years from date of RV purchase. See dealer for full program details. 
Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other o� er and not applicable to prior sales. O� ers valid at any Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads 
dealer only. See dealer for details. © 2017 FreedomRoads, LLC. CAMPING WORLD and the CAMPING WORLD Mountain Logo are registered trademarks of CWI, Inc. and used with permission. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks is 
expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. O� ers expire 7/7/17. FR028921-0417

866-9-RV-CENTER  |  CampingWorld.com/RV

PAYMENT BASED ON 10% DOWN @ 4.99% APR FOR 144 MOS.
1344UNITS 134$

PAYMENT BASED ON 10% DOWN @ 4.99% APR FOR 144 MOS.PAYMENT BASED ON 10% DOWN @ 4.99% APR FOR 144 MOS.

LESS4,000 LBS.

UNITS
4000 LBS.
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4,4,4000 LBS.
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MO.* OR

NEW 2017 STARCRAFT

SATELLITE 17RB
STK. #1343867  •  MSRP $18,462  •  SAVE $3,467
FAIRFIELD, OH

NEW 2018 HEARTLAND

MALLARD M185
STK. #1395043  •  MSRP $20,135  •  SAVE $5,140
COLFAX, NC

NEW 2018 HEARTLAND
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has owned the local Lunenburg 
Industrial Foundry since the mid-
1800s, also owned a Volkswagen 
franchise that was the fi rst importer 
of the Beetle in Nova Scotia in the 
1970s. On a business trip to Germany, 
CEO J. James Kinley saw the Berlin 
Wall as he crossed into Soviet-
occupied East Berlin through the 
Friedrichstrasse border crossing (aka 
Checkpoint Charlie). When the wall 
fell some years later, he was eager to 
acquire a piece of it and display it as 
a symbol of freedom and democracy.

The view of Lunenburg from across 
the harbor is truly spectacular and 

well worth the short walk. But perhaps 
the best view of the town is seen from 
the water. When we returned to the 
pier, a group of tourists was boarding 
a beautiful antique 48-foot wooden 
ketch, the Eastern Star, for a day sail 
around the harbor. Blowing a loud 
blast on a conch shell, the captain took 
his position behind the old wooden-
handled helm and steered the boat 
between the anchored sailboats. With 
its sails fl ying high, the yacht cruised 
past the shoreline several times, 
creating a magical illusion of 19th-
century Lunenburg juxtaposed onto 
21st-century life. 

Did you know?

The Ultimate 
Buying Experience

Call Today for 
FREE Quote

844.284.6678
OR

Email for 
Written Quote

sales@
thervfactory.

com

20
minutes

could SAVE you

20%
LUXE or 

Ambition 
Luxury 5th 

wheel

BUY
FACTORY DIRECT

Classic schooners and ketches fi ll the harbor at Lunenburg, settled in the mid-1700s.
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MAHONE BAY, BLUE ROCKS 
AND THE LAHAVE FERRY
The shoreline roads are more than 
worthy of a leisurely drive in the 
tow vehicle, and we enjoyed an 
excursion to the town of Mahone 
Bay and the settlement at Blue 
Rocks. Mahone Bay overlooks a 
harbor, and a quiet morning stroll 
took us past a handful of boutique 

It’s what you get when you combine the 
industry-best Firestone Ride-Rite Air Springs and 
the Air Command F3 Wireless Compressor kit. It’s 
everything and more your truck needs for hauling.

Learn more at AskForRideRite.com/TLjuly17

INTRODUCING 
THE ALL NEW 
ALL-IN-ONE KIT.

WIRELESS 
REMOTE

+ +ONE PUSH
PRESSURE
ADJUSTMENT 

LESS
BOTTOMING OUT
LESS+MORE+         COMFORTABLE     

     RIDE

(Above, left to right) Cute eateries and 
boutiques give Mahone Bay a special 
charm. In nearby Lunenburg, tourists 
see the sights in a horse-drawn wagon.
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VISIT A LOCATION OR
GO TO RVROOF.COM

OR CALL 1.844.353.9276

Art & Rose Neiderhofer 
RV Type: Newmar Mountaineer A Class 1998
Installed on 06/2009
Florida

It works!  
the leak in our RV roof and couldn’t 

be happier with choosing RVroof.com! 
They were friendly, knowledgeable, 

and the product works as guaranteed.

Need a New RV Roof?
RV FlexArmor® is the solution!

“It“It ” works!” works!

CANADIAN CUSTOMS
Documentation
Americans may stay in Canada for up to 
six months without a visa. A passport or 
passport card is required to re-enter the 
United States.

Metric System
Canada uses the metric system, so tem-
peratures are in Celsius, distances are in 
kilometers, and volume is in liters. 

Time Zone
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick are in the 
Atlantic Time Zone, one hour earlier than 
Eastern Standard Time. 

Expenses
We typically paid about 20 percent more 
for diesel fuel in Canada. Groceries 
ran about 5 to 10 percent higher for 
identical items in Nova Scotia than in New 
England. Beer and cigarettes are heavily 
taxed. Nova Scotia imposes a 15 percent 
sales tax, so before snapping up a deal, 

remember that it will cost that much more 
than the sticker price.

Bank Fees
U.S. banks generally impose a 3 percent 
fee for credit-card and debit-card transac-
tions in Canada; some credit cards waive 
the currency-exchange fee. Notify your 
financial institutions ahead of time that 
you will be making purchases in Canada.

Cellular Service
If you have a U.S. cellular plan, you will 
likely pay a higher rate for voice and 
data service in Canada. Check with your 
provider about Canadian roaming options 
before crossing the border. Free open-
access (no password) Wi-Fi is readily 
available in Nova Scotia, from town halls to 
visitor centers, RV parks and coffee shops.

Weather
Summer temperatures can be in the 80s 
Fahrenheit, but during our visit, we had a 
lot of rainy days in the 60s. Be prepared for 
a little bit of everything on the coast.

shops. The curves of the shoreline 
were decorated with an ornate yellow 
church and some stately homes. There 
are several eateries, and we got a kick 
out of the Tea Brewery, a store devoted 
to all things tea. Coming from the 
intense coffee culture in America, this 
was a delightful switch that reminded 
us of Canada’s strong British ties. 

Further out on a craggy peninsula, 
in the community of Blue Rocks, we 
found a few scattered houses and 

lobster shacks spread out around 
a rocky cove and pebble beach. 
Lobstermen plied their trade on small 
boats in the tiny bay, and a smattering 
of modest homes were tucked into 
the craggy shore. The piercing cries of 
seagulls punctuated the air, and the 

A trip to Nova Scotia is well worth the miles 
to get there. Some coastal routes are suitable 
for large RVs, but it’s best to unhitch and take 
the tow vehicle on all but the main roads. 

THE QUAINT SIDE OF CANADA
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877-572-4889

seaweed on the rocks swished back 
and forth with the swell. 

Another way to get out on the 
water in this part of Nova Scotia is to 
take a ferry. South of Lunenburg, a 
lovely coastal road runs right along 
the shoreline of the LaHave River, a 
tidal waterway. At the mouth of the 
river, where it opens up to the ocean, 
the LaHave ferry zips back and forth 
between the two shores all day long. 
Tickets are first-come, first-served, and 
you simply drive up to the dock, wait for 
the ferry to land, drive aboard and enjoy 
a five- to 10-minute ride to the other 
side. The cost is just a few dollars.

We got a kick out of seeing 
a small Class C motorhome being 
ferried across the bay. Small trailers 
are OK on the ferry and narrow coastal 
roads. Larger trailers and fifth-wheels 
would be difficult to navigate through 
the tight turns and busy town streets. 

These images of Nova Scotia’s 
south shore will remain forever in 
our memories. It’s not a short jaunt 
for most visitors to reach this remote 
corner of the continent, but it is well 
worth the towing miles to take your RV 
there and settle in for a while. q 

Completed in 1887, the elegant St. James 
church makes a striking image on the shores 
of Mahone Bay in the harbor town named for 
the waterway.
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Ice Maker & Water Dispenser #91423
Dispenses both ice and water from one 
convenient tabletop unit. 120 volts, ETL listed. 
16½"H x 14"W x 18"D. | Reg. $299.99 | ° | 

LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON!
P R I C E S  G O O D  T H R O U G H  7/ 9/ 1 7

DEPARTMENTS!

EXPANDED 
PET & HOUSEWARES

OVER 2,000 NEW ITEMS IN STORE & ONLINE!
ALL NEW

Enviro-Soft 2-Ply Toilet Paper #49444
500 sheets per roll. | Reg. $1.45 ea.

Limit 8 rolls per customer. Offer valid only at 
retail SuperCenters.

CLUB SALE

Only 75¢ ea.

Offers 15% MORE 
storage space in the 

same footprint!

New Generation Refrigerator 
7 cu. ft. #34424
Offers more food storage when 
replacing 6 cu. ft. models. 
533⁄4" x 2311⁄16" x 24". | Reg. $1419.99
Let Us Install It—Club SALE $246 | °
Direct Ship | 

CLUB SALE

$1179

BEST SELLER! Dometic® 310 Series Gravity Discharge Toilets, 
High Profile, 18"H
White #107004     Bone #107005          
Full-size, lightweight 100% ceramic bowl. Mfr. 2 year warranty.  
Reg. $240 | Let Us Install It—Club SALE $150 | °

PowerFlush Technology Completely 
Washes Bowl with Every Flush!

NOW WITH 
SLOW-CLOSE 
WOODEN LID 

AND SEAT!CLUB SALE

$175

Washes Bowl with Every Flush!

NOW WITH 
SLOW-CLOSE 
WOODEN LID 

AND SEAT! White

Full size & 
lightweight

15"W x 18"H

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 $65

CLUB SALE
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9"H Step Stool
Black #27647     Beige #67052     Red #96641   
Folds to 1 1⁄2"D. | Reg. $16.29 ea.

FREE 
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WITH PURCHASE OF $75 OR MORE!

PLUS,
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SUPERCENTERS NATIONWIDE

ON 4-DAY ONLY SPECIALS!4-DAY ONLY SPECIALS!
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Save up to 40%

A

A. NEW! Sling Chair #96662
Reg. $63.99 | ° | 

C. Directors Rocker #96664
Club SALE $38.97 Reg. $51.99 
° | 

B. NEW! Directors Bag Chair #96663
Club SALE $34.97 Reg. $49.99 
° | 

CLUB SALE
$4797 CLUB SALE

$1997 

300 lb. 
capacity

B

20"W
seat

225 lb. 
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C

All chairs fold for 
easy transport 

and storage

Allows 95%-100% 
airflow for better 

air exchange

Dometic Ultra Breeze™ Vent Covers
White #58894         Black (not shown) #58895�

NEW COLOR! Gray (not shown) #86349
Protects your RV interior against 
unexpected showers. | Reg. $72.99 
Let Us Install It—Club SALE $16 
�Catalog & Internet Only

CLUB SALE

$4697
CLUB SALE

Fits any 14" x 14" 
roof vent

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 $240

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save up 

 
to 30%

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

Veranda Shade™
41⁄2' x 10'�
Coffee #71140 Burgundy #71139 Blue #71190 
Reg. $126 | �Catalog & Internet Only
41⁄2' x 15'
Coffee #6072 Burgundy #6070 Blue #6067
Club SALE $99.97 Reg. $134 | °

BlueBurgundy

Coffee

Block sun glare on 
your RV Patio

CLUB SALE
$9397

100 lb. capacity

Bungee Table, 2-Pack #89632
Stands 1615⁄16"L x 1615⁄16"W x 
201⁄8"H open, folds to 2"H.  
Reg. $33.99  

WHILE 
SUPPLIES 
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22"W 
seat
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Save
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Save
 35%
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Save
 25%

300 lb. 
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Produces up to 33 lbs. 
of ice per day!

STEP 1 STEP 2

Supports 
up to 300 lbs. 

Beige

Red

Supports 

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 35%

CLUB SALE
$2197

D. Rubber Roof Cleaner, Gallon #13746
Dissolves dirt and roof residue that cause ugly 
gray streaks. | Reg. $34.99 
E. Rubber Roof Treatment, Gallon #13745
Blocks UV and reduces maintenance up to 75%.  
Club SALE $25.97 Reg. $39.99

ED
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CLUB 
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Save
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WITH PURCHASE OF $75 OR MORE!
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SATURDAY, JUNE 24th ONLY
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PORTABLE AND HARDWIRED PRODUCTS DESIGNED TO PREVENT DAMAGE TO ELECTRICAL COMPONENTS IN RVS

M
ost of our favorite RV parks have one thing in common: great 
location. They were built in the remote corners of our continent, 
far from urban centers. For the rare older RV park that hasn’t 

been upgraded or where regular maintenance is somewhat deferred, 
electrical anomalies can occur. Add to this the wear and tear from 
storms, maintenance work in the park and the sometimes quirky 
nature of the power grid in remote areas, and you have a recipe for 
some serious voltage and shock problems. 

Damage to your RV is 
possible from power surges and 
over-voltage and under-voltage 
conditions. Other electrical 
issues, such as a hot-skin 
condition, where electrical 
current is flowing through the 
body and chassis, can pose 
some real dangers to you and 
anyone touching your RV. These 
conditions are why a dedicated 
segment of the RV aftermar-
ket has devoted its energies to 
protecting RV owners from a 
variety of power-supply problems, 
with both portable and hardwired 
surge protectors and electrical 
management systems.

The problems that cause 
these conditions are numerous 
and include “damaged wiring, 
damaged receptacles, miswired 
systems, insufficient grid 
capacity or plugging into [240 
volts AC],” according to Bobby 
Raatz, national sales manager for 
Southwire Company. Southwire 
owns Technology Research 
Corporation, a manufacturer 
of electrical safety products.

Joe Casale of Progres-
sive Industries, manufacturer 
of surge protectors, electrical 
adapters and connectors for the 
RV market, adds that problems 
are also posed by “some simple 
electrical conditions including 
open ground, open neutral 
and reverse polarity.” 

These dangers are 
why Southwire, Progressive 
Industries and similar companies 
make products designed to 
handle a lot more than just 
power surges. The products 
come in two basic configurations, 
portable and hardwired, with 
functions ranging from simple 
surge protection to sophisticated 
analysis and power cutoff for 
a wide variety of conditions. 
Some even make the process 
seamless with automatic reset 
on power restoration.

Portable units plug in at the 
pedestal or power source and 
usually provide warnings about 
anomalies even before you plug 
your RV into the protective device. 
Portables have the advantage 

Discourage power-protector nabbers from taking off with 
portable devices by using a cable lock like this PowerGrip 
one from Camco. The heavy-duty braided steel cord is 
60 inches long and has a durable PVC lock head.
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of not needing installation and can 
be used, or not, as you see fi t. On the 
downside, they can be awkward to 
deploy and store. Portables are exposed 
to the elements and therefore may be 
targeted for theft, so buyers should take 
these factors into account.

Hardwired units are mounted per-
manently onboard your RV and are in 
operation each time you plug in. They are 
protected from weather and theft, but 
they are not as easy to service or replace. 
Some hardwired protectors include a 
digital display that can be wall-mounted 
inside your RV for easy monitoring.

Power-protection devices are not 
designed to be used in conjunction 
with other protection devices including 
power-cord adapters. Most are offered 
in 30- or 50-amp models, so get the 
amperage level appropriate for your RV.

Watch for features that address 
various electrical problems, including 
over or under voltage, open ground, 
open neutral, reverse polarity and 
accidental connection to a 240-volt AC 

power source. Also, note the distinction 
between “detection” and “protection.” 
A device may be able to detect a power 
problem but not the capacity to protect 
(interrupt the power) while the problem 
exists. For devices that do interrupt 
power, note that some require manual 
input to resume, while others auto-
matically resume connection when the 
power problem is resolved.

For portable devices, look for features 
that make them easier to operate 
(automatic reset and easy-pull handles) 
and provide protection from weather 
(seals, guards or covers) and theft (locking 
brackets and available accessories). 

All units that are designed to act 
as surge protectors will have a joule 
rating. A joule is a unit of energy, and 
for simplicity purposes, the higher 
the joule rating, the more energy the 
unit can absorb from a surge event. It 
is usually higher for 50-amp devices, 
because there are more conductors in 
the incoming cable, and the conductors 
are larger, allowing for higher spikes.

Camco
Camco’s PowerGrip 
Power Defender 
Voltage Protector 
($299/30-amp; 
$399/50-amp) helps 
protect RVs from 
damaging low- or 
high-voltage levels, 
power spikes and 
surges. The voltage 
protector monitors 
incoming power and 
automatically discon-
nects when dangerous 
voltage levels are 
detected. It auto-
matically reconnects 
when levels stabilize 
between 102 and 132 volts AC. 
A reconnect delay protects sensitive 
equipment from rapidly cycling power. 
The water-resistant unit incorporates 
diagnostic lights for visual indication of 
faults for reverse polarity, open neutral 
and other power-pedestal wiring issues.

POWER PROTECTORS

The Yamaha EF2000iSv2 is a lightweight, fuel-effi cient and versatile portable generator featuring 
a new controller with advanced programming that can power a wider range of applications. 

• New Controller with Advanced Programming - The addition of the new programming allows the 
EF2000iSv2 the ability to power a much wider range of applications than previous generations.

• Super-quiet Muffl er - Fitted with Yamaha’s most technologically sophisticated muffler. It’s So quiet that you 
can have a conversation near one and may not realize it is running. (51.5 dBA at ¼ rated load).

• Light Weight & Compact - 44 pounds, 2.2 cu.ft. size is easy to store and transport.

• Smart Throttle - Load sensing rpm control that allows greater fuel efficiency and noise reduction by auto-
matically adjusting engine speed to match the load. Runs up to 10.5 hours at ¼ rated load on a tank of gas.

• Gasoline Petcock - Lets you shut off the gas to run the carb dry for storage and helps prevent stale gas 
problems.

• Fuel Gauge - Allows fuel level to be seen at a glance.

• Twin Tech (Parallel generator operation) - If you need extra power the EF2000iSv2 has you covered—a 
convenient parallel function lets you connect two generators to deliver up to 30 amps.

*A second Yamaha EF2000iSv2 is recommended to use the full capabilities of this model. Read Owner’s Manual before operation. Specifications subject to change without notice. ©2017 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. 

YAMAHA
POWER PRODUCTS
YAMAHA RELIABILITY, 
 YAMAHA POWER 

EF2000iSv2 GENERATORS™
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The Power Defender Voltage 
Analyzer ($69/30-amp) features 
diagnostic lights to indicate wiring 
faults before the 30-amp electrical cord 
is connected. The compact, weather-
resistant voltage analyzer also includes 
integrated surge protection.

The PowerGrip Dogbone Circuit 
Analyzer ($104.99/30-amp; $139.99/
50-amp) is designed to protect electrical 
equipment from improperly wired 
electrical boxes and features diagnostic 
lights to indicate faults. The weather-

The Yamaha EF2000iSv2 is a lightweight, fuel-effi cient and versatile portable generator featuring 
a new controller with advanced programming that can power a wider range of applications. 

• New Controller with Advanced Programming - The addition of the new programming allows the 
EF2000iSv2 the ability to power a much wider range of applications than previous generations.

• Super-quiet Muffl er - Fitted with Yamaha’s most technologically sophisticated muffler. It’s So quiet that you 
can have a conversation near one and may not realize it is running. (51.5 dBA at ¼ rated load).

• Light Weight & Compact - 44 pounds, 2.2 cu.ft. size is easy to store and transport.

• Smart Throttle - Load sensing rpm control that allows greater fuel efficiency and noise reduction by auto-
matically adjusting engine speed to match the load. Runs up to 10.5 hours at ¼ rated load on a tank of gas.

• Gasoline Petcock - Lets you shut off the gas to run the carb dry for storage and helps prevent stale gas 
problems.

• Fuel Gauge - Allows fuel level to be seen at a glance.

• Twin Tech (Parallel generator operation) - If you need extra power the EF2000iSv2 has you covered—a 
convenient parallel function lets you connect two generators to deliver up to 30 amps.

*A second Yamaha EF2000iSv2 is recommended to use the full capabilities of this model. Read Owner’s Manual before operation. Specifications subject to change without notice. ©2017 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. 
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 YAMAHA POWER 

EF2000iSv2 GENERATORS™
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Power-ProtectionAccessoriesAsk your RV dealer about 

accessories to consider for 

your RV’s power protectors. 

These may include a cable 

lock, locking hasp, adapter 
or extension plug.

resistant device provides surge 
protection up to 2,100 joules for the 
30-amp version and up to 4,200 joules 
for the 50-amp model. The PowerGrip 
handle makes plugging and unplugging 
safer and easier.
Camco Manufacturing
800-334-2004
www.camco.net/category/rv-electrical

Progressive Industries
Progressive Industries’ EMS-LCHW30
($258/30-amp) and EMS-LCHW50 
($349/50-amp) hardwired electrical 
management systems indicate mis - 

wired pedestals and provide RV surge 
and electrical protection against 
adverse power conditions. Functions 
include detection and protection for 
over and under voltage, open ground, 
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open neutral, reverse polarity and 
accidental 240-volt AC protection. The 
units feature an adjustable time delay, 
a continuously scrolling digital display 
and thermal protection.

The EMS-HW30C ($299/30-amp) 
and EMS-HW50C ($410/50-amp) 
hardwired units provide the same 
functions as the EMS-LCHW30 and 
EMS-LCHW50 but also come with 
a remote digital display. All of the 
hardwired units have a lifetime 
warranty, are fi eld-serviceable, and 
are UL Listed to U.S. and Canadian 
safety standards.

The EMS-PT30X ($326/30-amp) 
and EMS-PT50X ($453/50-amp) 
portable systems are designed for 
outdoor use and offer the same 
detection and protection benefi ts 
as the hardwired units. They feature 
an amperage meter display and come 
with tough Lexan housing, All Weather 
Shield Assembly and a security locking 
bracket. The lifetime warranty covers 
everything but the All Weather Shield 
Assembly. Like the hardwired models, 
the portable EMS units have surge 
suppression up to 1,790 joules for 
30-amp units and up to 3,580 joules 
for 50-amp units. 

The compact, portable SSP-30XL
($116.65/30-amp) and SSP-50XL
($151.85/50-amp) provide surge and 
thermal protection and detection for 
miswired pedestals, over and under 
voltage, open ground, open neutral 
and reverse polarity. Designed for 
outdoor use and equipped with rugged 
pull handles and bright three-color 

LED indicators, 
these units have a 
lifetime warranty 
and are UL Listed 
to U.S. and 
Canadian safety 
standards. Total 
joules rating is 825 
for the SSP-30XL 
and 1,650 for the 
SSP-50XL.
Progressive 
Industries, Division 
of Power Products
919-267-6948 
www.progressiveindustries.net

Technology Research CORPORATION
TRC’s Surge Guard 34830 ($219.97/
30-amp) and Surge Guard 34850
($299.97/50-amp) portable surge 
protectors provide full electrical 
protection with easy-to-read LCD 
displays that show textual informa-
tion that does not require code in-
terpretation. Real-time voltage and 
amp draw are continuously displayed 
on the screen. Power is automati-
cally disconnected when any of the 
following conditions 
are present: under 
or over voltage, 
open ground, open 
neutral, reverse 
polarity and over-
heating in the 
plug. Continuous 
monitoring allows 
the Surge Guard 
units to automati-
cally reconnect when 
acceptable power 
resumes. LED 
lights indicate if 
the device’s surge 
protection has 
been activated due 
to a large surge 
or multiple small 
surges. The 34830 
provides 2,450 joules 
of surge protection, and the 34850 
provides 3,850 joules.
Technology Research Corporation
Division of Southwire Company
800-780-4324, www.trci.net q

www.progressiveindustries.net
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SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.877.793.4801    |    CampingWorld.com CW
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*After 3 months you will be billed $15/mo unless you call to cancel. HBO® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Offi ce, Inc. 

** Important Terms and Conditions: All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. 

Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment up-
grades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualifi ed former customers. Offers 
subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

Hurry, offer expires July 9, 2017. Call Camping World at 1.877.793.4801 to activate your DISH programming!

Enjoy DISH® Pay-As-You-Go Programming 
with the Wally Receiver!

DISH Wally® HD Satellite Receiver #87758 Club SALE $84.97 Reg. $129

USER-FRIENDLY FEATURES!

Great TV on the Road—
    Whenever & Wherever 
              You Want!

•  Works with any DISH® satellite 
antenna to bring you Pay-As-You-Go 
Programming

• Radio frequency remote can be used  
   inside or outside the RV, through the
   wall up to 200 ft. away
• Locate your missing remote with the  
   remote finder

• Easy access to your favorite apps
   and streaming content like Netflix
   (requires streaming membership 
   and Wi-Fi Adapter)
•  Additional Wally™ accessories 

available including: Bluetooth 
adapter and headphones, Wi-Fi 
adapter and additional remotes

With DISH® Pay-As-You-Go programming**:

•  Pay only for the months you use
•  Compatible with all DISH-specifi c antennas 

and most mobile satellite antennas
•  Only DISH lets you watch your favorite 

shows in HD
•  No charge to start or stop monthly service
•  Programming for as little as $34.99 

per month!

Enjoy DISH® Pay-As-You-Go Programming 

Small footprint is perfect 
for RV living!

 
INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS*

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS*with activation of DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming.

Dish, Circle 111 on Reader Service Card
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HANDS ON TITAN PREMIUM SEWER KIT  article and photos by Bob Livingston

1) Provided in the kit is a 15-foot hose with fi tted and sealed ends, the Revolve sewer 
adapter and handle, and a pair of end caps. Titan 20-foot kits with two connecting 10-foot 
hoses are also available. 2) The proprietary ExtendGrip fi tting is permanently connected 
to the end of the hose and offers an ergonomic design that provides a positive grip that is 
particularly benefi cial for those with arthritic hands. 3) Caps are used to seal the hose ends 
and prevent dripping when stored in the RV’s utility bay or exterior compartment. Using 
these caps during long-term storage, rather than connecting the ends of the hose together, 
helps prolong seal life.

threads and a handle, so it can be 
threaded easily into sewer outlets. 
The revolving design allows the in-
tegral elbow to be positioned in any 
direction, facilitating a direct fl ow into 
the sewer. The elbow is translucent, 
allowing users to see 
when the tank is empty.

When it comes time 
to store the hose, it’s 

All sewer hoses are not created 
equal. Leakage and spills caused 

by abrasion and poor-fi tting connec-
tors are often responsible for unsightly 
and unsanitary conditions at the RV 
site or dump station, not to mention 
frustration on the part of the owner. 
Thetford, a highly recognized company 
specializing in RV-sanitation products, 
has developed the Titan Premium RV 
Sewer Kit System, which was designed 
to resist penetration and crushing, two 
of the most common maladies experi-
enced by end users. 

The Titan hose is billed as “the 
toughest, longest-lasting hose,” and 
it is indeed a huge step above com-
mon sewer hoses that are typically 
provided in kits supplied by dealers 
or found on the bargain table. The 
hose is made of proprietary thermo-
plastic elastomer (TPE), which sup-
plies the heft needed to withstand the 
rigors of continued use and extreme 
temperatures.

Beyond its overall durability, the 
hose has an ergonomic ExtendGrip fi t-
ting on the business end, a big benefi t 
for those with arthritic hands. Con-
necting to the RV’s exit pipe is precise 
and takes little effort. The other end of 
the hose is attached to the company’s 
Revolve universal sewer adapter, an-
other unique feature of the system. 
The base of the adapter has stepped 

Dumping holding tanks using 
Thetford’s Titan Premium 
RV Sewer Kit System eases 
the pain

A Better 
Hose

rinsed and drained in normal fash-
ion, and the ends can be sealed with 
tight-fi tting end caps that eliminate 
dripping and provide more sanitary 
conditions while storing in the RV’s 
utility bay or exterior compartment. the sewer. The elbow is translucent, 

allowing users to see 
when the tank is empty.

When it comes time 
to store the hose, it’s 

utility bay or exterior compartment. 

1

2 3

Thetford’s proprietary thermoplastic elastomer 
(TPE) resists leaks caused by crushing and withstands frequent use and 
extreme temperatures, prolonging the life of the sewer hose.

REMEMBER THE TITAN »
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4) The handle is molded to the stepped 
threads; the elbow connector revolves in the 
sewer outlet to allow for straight-line align-
ment of the hose when attached. 5) Once the 
adapter is in place, the hose can be easily 
attached using the bayonet fittings.

Using the caps is preferred, since con-
necting the ends of the hose for long-
term storage can lead to premature 
seal failure.

The kit is packaged with a 15-foot 
length of hose, the universal adapter 
and two end caps; the other fittings 
are permanently connected and 
sealed to the hose. While the hose is 
tough and the build quality is superb, 
the price is fairly reasonable. Street 
price is around $36 for the 15-foot 
hose kit. Camping World also sells a 
multilength kit with two 10-foot hoses 
for around $57. Thetford offers a few 
accessories for the hose kit including 
a 10-foot extension hose, the univer-
sal adapter, replacement caps and 
fitting seals.

While dumping holding tanks will 
never be an owner’s favorite activity, 
having a high-quality, workable sewer 
hose like the Titan will certainly ease 
the pain. q

Thetford
800-543-1219
www.thetford.com/titan15

Order Direct at covercraft.com or call 800-274-7006
Use code “TRAILER” at checkout for Free Shipping

CUSTOM SEAT COVERS FOR YOUR TRUCK OR SUV

Fish Where Others Can’t!
Infl atable PackFish™ 7 Infl atable PackFish

• 36” Ruler on Both Sides
• 2 Built -In Rod Holders

• 2 Side Pockets with Cup Holders
• 4 Stabilizing Keels for 

Straight & True Tracking
• 4 Carry Handles
• 5 Minute Set Up

• Holds up to 300 lbs.
• Backpack  Carry Bag

The small but mighty inflatable Sea Eagle PackFish 7 
weighs just 21 lbs., packs down to just 20” x 20” x 5”, fits 
in a backpack and can be taken to lakes and ponds other 
anglers only dream of!  Unlike float tubes, waders are not 
required - so you fish high and dry.  Just $399* complete 
with oars, inflatable seat, foot pump, repair kit and 
backpack. *NY & WA residents add sales tax.

Packs Small!

19 N. Columbia St., Dept TL077B
Suite #1, Port Jefferson, NY 11777

/SeaEagleBoats /SeaEagleBoatsSee the PackFish™ 7 
and all of our boats at
Call 1-800-944-7496 for FREE color catalog
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As a fi re offi cial, I felt compelled to 
provide some information to consider 
after reading 10-Minute Tech ideas about 
using foam products to insulate various 
portions of RVs, including habitable and 
sleeping areas.  

In any instance where polyurethane, 
polystyrene or other foams (or other 
insulating products, for that matter) are 
used, you should ensure that the material 
is inherently fl ame-retardant or at least 
fi re-retardant treated, which in some 
cases you can do yourself. Untreated 
fl ammable-foam products present a sig-
nifi cant fi re-hazard and safety risk, and 
many of these foams are restricted in 
their use in normal building construction.

Untreated foam products generally 
have higher rates of heat release when 
ignited (they burn hotter), produce signifi -
cantly higher amounts of toxic products 
of combustion when burning (thick, 
black, soot-laden smoke) and burn at a 
faster rate when compared to traditional 
construction materials. Ensuring that 
the foam product is inherently fl ame-
retardant or treated with an approved 
fl ame-retardant solution that is suitable 
for the material can mitigate the risks 
these types of materials present.  

Good housekeeping can also mitigate 
some of the risks including keeping the 
foam (or other fl ammable and com-
bustible materials) away from potential 
ignition sources (both in use and in 
storage), having working smoke and 
carbon-monoxide alarms, having a 
charged ABC-rated portable fi re extin-
guisher and, most importantly, having a 
practiced exit plan using the emergency-
escape windows. 

By having an awareness of these 
issues, readers may take steps to prevent 
unnecessary emergencies or tragedies 
and be able to enjoy their RVing experi-
ences even more.
Justin Beal, Clovis, California q

QUICK FIX
Fire-Safety Tips

10-MINUTE TECH
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TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

To send your submission, write to 10-Minute Tech, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, 
Oxnard, California 93036 or email 10minutetech@trailerlife.com. Please include an 
illustration or photo, if applicable. Trailer Life will pay $35 for original 10-Minute Tech 
ideas. All payments require an SSN or FEIN.

No-Strip Stabilizer
I replaced the front landing jacks on my fi fth-wheel because the gears were 
stripped. To keep from stripping the new jacks, I painted a red line on each 
one when they were fully retracted. I then painted a 1-inch yellow line above 
the red line as a reminder to slow down before hitting the red line.
Bruce Felty, Holdrege, Nebraska

Antenna Fit
for a King
After purchasing a 
King Tailgater satellite 
antenna, I thought of 
a way to mount it to a 
tripod from a previous 
antenna. At a local 
home-supply center, 
I purchased a 24-inch 
section of 1½-inch PVC 
pipe, a 2-inch metal fl ange and a threaded 
PVC fi tting to accept the fl ange. I cut the 
PVC pipe to 10 inches and cut four 5-inch-
long slices in it so the pipe would fi t over 
the tripod post using a hose clamp to hold it 
in place. I then traced the perimeter of the 
Tailgater on a piece of ¾-inch plywood and 
cut it out with a jigsaw. I mounted a 6x6-inch 
block to the underside of the plywood and screwed the fl ange to it.

Now when I arrive at a new campsite, it’s just a matter of spinning the 
Tailgater to the fi tting on top of the tripod. I also drilled larger holes in the 
feet of the tripod so I can easily secure it to the ground with tent spikes.
Jim Burlingame, Lino Lakes, Minnesota
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Sign up NOW and save! LIMITED-TIME OFFER expires July 31, 2017!Sign up NOW and save! LIMITED-TIME OFFER expires July 31, 2017!

Click: Click: Click: GoodSamRoadside.comGoodSamRoadside.comGoodSamRoadside.com
Sign up NOW and save! LIMITED-TIME OFFER expires July 31, 2017!Sign up NOW and save! LIMITED-TIME OFFER expires July 31, 2017!

Click: Click: Click: Call: Call: Call: 800-293-5178800-293-5178800-293-5178800-293-5178800-293-5178800-293-5178
*Price reflective of $5 Auto Renewal Discount. Introductory rate available for new members only. 
**Information obtained from AAA of Colorado Plus RV plan at Colorado.aaa.com on 4/5/2017.
1According to TopConsumerReviews.com, available on TopConsumerReviews.com published on 9/22/2016.
Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah, and Virginia; and by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to limitations  
set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure which can be found at www.GoodSamRoadside.com/MBBs.   © 2017 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any 
of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited.  All rights reserved.   GRA52686-0317

GET MORE FOR YOUR MONEY WITH 
GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

FEATURES & BENEFITS AAA*

Unlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service Center YES NO

Member, Spouse, and Dependent Children Covered – FREE YES NO

RV, Autos, Boat Trailers, and Motorcycles Covered YES NO

Coverage in US, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and US Virgin Islands YES NO

Flat Tire Change and Roadside RV Tire Delivery YES NO
Certified RV technicians on staff and the nation’s largest  

RV-specific dispatch network YES NO

$180 + $76 
per additional driver

FEATURES & BENEFITS AAA*AAA*AAA
Unlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service Center YES NO

$180 + $76
per additional driver

GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE received a top ranking for 
roadside assistance programs from TopConsumerReviews.com1

Unlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service CenterUnlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service Center

TopConsumerReviews.com

RANKED

#1

$117.95
$7495**
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PRODUCTS 
WHAT’S NEW PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE by Bruce W. Smith and Kristopher Bunker
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Stow, Go and Glow 
Fold-up entry steps in truck campers can be a real nuisance. 
Some even need to be secured in place with a rope or bungee, 
or removed and stored inside the camper for transit. Torklift’s 
Stow N’ Go steps do away with those issues by mounting to the 
bumper or back of the truck camper with a specially designed snap-lock 
step bracket that allows them to stay fi rmly collapsed and in place, ready for 
immediate use. Made of air-grade aluminum with glow-in-the-dark corners 
for nighttime visibility, the scissor-style steps come with All Terrain Landing 
Gear that adjusts the level to any terrain. The Stow N’ Go is available in three- 
to six-step versions with nonslip steps that can be added or removed when the 
stairs are placed on a different camper. Torklift’s GlowSteps products include 
the illuminated GlowGuide handrail, the theft-preventing GlowStep Lock and 
the paw-protecting SafeStep barrier for pets. For owners of the original truck-
camper GlowSteps, Torklift sells its new mounting brackets separately. 

MSRP: From $402.99. 800-246-8132, www.torklift.com q
Circle 166 on Reader Service Card 

PRODUCTSPOTLIGHT
� � �

� � �

The Back 40
Stretching mileage between fi ll-ups 
is an important concern for many 
diesel pickup owners. Transfer Flow’s 
40-gallon in-bed auxiliary fuel tank 
can cut those stops at the pump in 
half. The compact tank is designed to 
fi t any full-size diesel truck, including 
Ram 2500/3500s equipped with the 
RamBox cargo carrier and trucks 
with utility beds and factory-installed 
fi fth-wheel prep packages. Because 
of its low height, the tank also fi ts 
under most standard tonneau covers. 
Utilizing Transfer Flow’s TRAX 3 auto-
matic-transfer technology, it pumps 
fuel to the main tank at predetermined 
levels while the vehicle is in operation. 
The USA-made tank is easy to install, 
according to the company.

MSRP: $1,299.89
800-442-0056, www.transferfl ow.com
Circle 163 on Reader Service Card 

Patch Things Up
A damaged awning can be an 
expensive fi x, as even a small tear 
can lead to a complete replacement 
if left unchecked. Tear-Aid patches 
provide a simple method of repairing 
holes and tears. Made from an 
abrasion-resistant elastomer and 
a strong adhesive formulated for high 
bond strength, the patches absorb 
force on impact and return to their 
original shape and size, according to 
the manufacturer. And they’re not just 
for awnings. Tear-Aid Type A kits are 
designed to work on most fabrics 
and have some other surprising 
applications such as rubber, nylon 
and non-oiled leather, as well as 
aluminum and fi berglass. Type B kits 
are for vinyl and vinyl-coated surfaces.

MSRP: From $9.99
800-937-3716, www.tear-aid.com
Circle 164 on Reader Service Card 

Truck-Top Bedroom
Need a little extra sleeping space 
to accommodate younger friends 
and family on your next RV outing? 
Bend, Oregon-based CVT/Cascadia 
Vehicle Tents offers a full line of 
expedition-style roof-top tents that 
can be mounted on compatible 
crossbars or rack systems on any 
tow vehicle, truck canopy or off-road 
tent trailer. Constructed of reinforced 
poly-cotton ripstop canvas on a 1-inch 
aluminum framework, the tents set 
up easily, according to CVT, and offer 
comfortable sleeping quarters and 
protection from the elements for up 
to three occupants. An adjustable 
aluminum ladder is designed to 
provide easy access. 

MSRP: $1,595 to $2,295
541-312-8368
www.cascadiatents.com 
Circle 165 on Reader Service Card 

Patch Things Up
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CLUB SALE

ONLY 
$695

YOUR ESSENTIAL 2017  
RV TRAVEL GUIDE RESOURCE!

• UPDATED! 12,504 Campgrounds, 
 RV Parks and Services

• INCLUDES 2,100+ Good Sam Parks, 
 Good Sam's Trusted 10/10/10 Ratings

• $1,000 SAVINGS  
 with Camping World Coupons

• EASY user-friendly full color 
 state and provincial maps

• PLUS, Ultimate RV Trips, RV buying advice lifestyle tips & MUCH MORE!

2017 Good Sam RV Travel & Savings 
Guide #95717 | Reg. $19.95  | °

CLUB MEMBERS

Save 65%

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters NationwideGS
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DON’T MISS OUT—ORDER TODAY!
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APRs* AS LOW AS

Is refinancing at a good rate still possible? 
Yes! Now may be a good time to refinance your current RV loan and lower your monthly 
payments. And remember; our loans have no pre-payment penalties if you decide to pay 
the loan off early.

Do you finance private party RV loans? 
Yes! You can purchase a 2006 model year or newer rig from a private party seller in your 
town or from across the country. We’ll pay off the seller, put the new registration in your 
name and handle all necessary paperwork. 

I’m a Full-Timer. Can I get financing for my RV?  
Yes! Good Sam Finance Center offers financing to purchase or refinance  
the perfect RV to call home.

How do I know I’m getting a good rate? 
We offer a range of loan terms from five to 20 years, depending on the loan  
amount and age of the RV. Our short term loans with lower rates have become  
popular, helping customers pay off their loans more quickly.

Are your rates the same for new and used RV purchases? 
Yes! Our rates are the same whether you purchase a new or 2006 model year  
or newer used rig from a dealer or a private party seller across town or across  
the country.

Now is the time to purchase a new or used RV or refinance your existing RV loan. Check out some of 
our frequently asked questions to see how the Good Sam Finance Center can get you out on the road!

CALL
1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 565 GoodSamRVLoans.com/565

VISIT

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.
** Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until  

30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. RV must be 2006 model year or newer; for RV model year 2006 to 2007, add .25% to above rate. Maximum loan amount is 
calculated using an advance percentage determined by FICO score and multiplied by 110% of NADA base wholesale value. Maximum loan term is based loan amount. Example of a recreational  
use RV loan: A 7 year fixed-rate $55,000 loan. Based on an APR of 3.99%, this loan has 84 monthly payments of $751.53 each.

Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. In South Dakota, Bank of the West operates as Bank of the West California. NMLS ID # 19116. Member FDIC.
©2017 Good Sam Finance Center. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC.  
Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved GRL52837 - 0417

Good Sam 
Finance Center

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

3.99%**

on loan amounts of $50k+
4.59%**

on loan amounts of $25k to $49,999
5.59%**

on loan amounts of $15k to $24,999
APR is fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate as of April 21, 2017. 

See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and loan amounts below $15,000.
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TECH EXPERT
JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 20 years and 
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

TOILET REPLACEMENT

Q I have a 1995 32-foot Jayco travel 
trailer that is in good shape. The 

potty, an old Thetford Aqua-Magic IV, 
started giving me problems and really 
has never been satisfactory, mainly 
because it’s too darn low and the seal 
always needed attention. And it would 
not hold water in the bowl. I can’t 
believe I put up with it this long.

State Trailer, a major trailer-supply 
dealer in Salt Lake City, advised me that 
a Dometic 310 would be compatible and 
fi t right in. I liked the Dometic because 
it has a porcelain bowl and a foot fl ush, 
it’s supposed to be easy to change the 
bowl seal, and it had decent reviews. 
I had no problem with the installation 
except that the bottom of the toilet did 
not seal well. Later, I discovered water 
leaking around the base of the toilet. 
There was not a good seal around the 
fl ange. If I keep tightening the bolts, 
I am sure I will crack the base, and still 
the base will not be fl ush with the fl oor. 

I am not experienced enough to 
change the fl ange and worry about 
messing it up. I had the impression that 
fl anges were fl anges and standard in 
the industry. I have thought about put-
ting a wax ring on the fl ange, but I’ve 
never heard of anyone trying one.
Bill James, Tooele, Utah

A You’re right, Bill, “fl anges are 
fl anges” and they’re a fairly 

universal-fi t component. The sealing 
gasket, base fl ange and hold-down 
bolts are commonly sized parts across 
several manufacturer product lines. 

If the old gasket you removed looks 
about the same as the new one, and the 
hold-down bolts fi t the base on the new 
toilet, you should be able to bolt the new 
toilet in place. If it’s not sealing, it indi-
cates there must be something wrong 
with the way the gasket was installed, 
or perhaps there’s some type of ob-
struction that snuck in there and is 
preventing a tight seal. You’ll probably 

need to remove the new toilet, recheck 
the seal and fl ange area, and try again. 

Wax seals shouldn’t be used in a 
mobile environment because of tem-
perature swings (high heat will melt the 
wax), and the movement can cause the 
wax to lose its seal eventually. Stick with 
the foam seals.

FOUL WATER SMELL

Q We have a foul smell in the hot-
water line in the bathroom sink. In 

the past two weeks, I have run a bleach-
and-water solution through the water 
system twice. The smell is eliminated 
briefl y but soon returns. We don’t detect 
the odor anywhere else but the bath-
room sink and only in the hot water. Can 
you give me some guidance to solve the 
issue? I did install a fi lter on the hose, 
but I have noticed no change. 
Monte Bender, Kalamazoo, Michigan

A It seems that you may not have put 
enough of the bleach disinfectant 

solution in the water heater, Monte, or 
that you didn’t leave it in the heater long 
enough. The water heater is the main 
source of that sulfur smell in the water, 

RV CLINIC ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

TRAILER LEVELERS

Q I have always used blocks of wood, 2x4s and 2x6s to 
level and chock my 26-foot dual-axle trailer, but it’s a 

pain carrying all those chunks of wood. I’ve recently seen 
ads for the Andersen Camper Leveler. It seems like a prod-
uct that could simplify my life, but the trailer tires in the 
pictures look kind of precarious sitting on those smallish 
blocks. Have you had any feedback on this type of leveler 
and chock? 

I also see dual-axle trailers leveled with only one wheel. 
The other just hangs down. The axles are torsion-bar type. 
My trailer, an Evergreen Element STRK26, is fairly light, but 
I’ve always lifted it using both wheels on each side. 
Michael Morin, Los Osos, California

A Michael, keep supporting both tires, regardless of 
which type of leveling device you use, because that 

equalizes the loading on the trailer suspension components 
and prevents overloading of one tire.

The Andersen Camper Leveler seems well designed, 
and although we haven’t done an in-depth product evalua-
tion, it probably works as advertised. Seeming precarious 
might just be your perception. I’d be more concerned about 
the load-bearing-surface width relative to the tire-tread 
width. The tire-tread width should be fully supported, with-
out a portion of the tread hanging over and bulging down 
past the leveling device surface. Use of a support that is 
too narrow can damage the tire tread or sidewall. Measure 
your trailer’s tires and compare them to the levelers to be 
sure it’s OK in that regard. 

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

I have always used blocks of wood, 2x4s and 2x6s to 
level and chock my 26-foot dual-axle trailer, but it’s a 

pain carrying all those chunks of wood. I’ve recently seen 
ads for the Andersen Camper Leveler. It seems like a prod-
uct that could simplify my life, but the trailer tires in the 
pictures look kind of precarious sitting on those smallish 
blocks. Have you had any feedback on this type of leveler 
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RV CLINIC

as conditions inside the tank are just 
right for producing the stinky but harm-
less bacteria that makes the smell. 

Start by adding the bleach solution 
to the water system, then run every 
hot-water faucet in the RV until the 
water starts to smell like bleach. That 
indicates the bleach solution has circu-
lated through the water heater. Leave it 
there overnight, then drain and flush the 
system as before. That should eliminate 
the smell you’ve been encountering. 

FIFTH-WHEEL HITCH 
QUESTIONS

Q I just purchased a 2017 Ford F-350 
4x4 and 2017 Grand Design Reflec-

tion 337RLS fifth-wheel, and am con-
templating using the Andersen hitch.

I have two concerns: First, lining up 
of the truck and trailer will have to be 
more exact to allow the ball to drop into 
the socket versus the standard hitch, 
which helps guide the pin into the hitch. 
Second, because of the lightness/shape 
of the Andersen hitch, it would appear 
to me that it would buckle during a 
frontal collision of the tow vehicle with 
a vehicle in front of it. Is there any third 
party testing of this hitch?
Rick Lightheart
New Westminster, British Columbia

A We aren’t aware of any third-party 
testing on this product, Rick, and 

it’s on our radar. Yes, the coupling de-
sign is such that it may require a some-
what more precise lineup for hitching, 
but that’s just one common charac-
teristic of that type of hitch. Each hitch 
design has advantages and drawbacks, 
and that’s just one of them. 

As for the hitch performance in a 
crash situation, we are not certified 
mechanical engineers with chassis and 
collision experience, so you’d need to 
glean that kind of information directly 
from the manufacturer. The manu-
facturer designs, tests and certifies a 
hitch for a given load under a given set 
of operating conditions to make sure 
it will do the job as advertised, but the 
crashworthiness is another matter al-
together. Contact the manufacturer for 
more information along those lines. 

TOW RIG PLUGGED IN?

Q On a recent trip, I was preparing 
for an early-morning departure with 

my truck and travel trailer when a fel-
low RVer noticed that I had my trailer 
plugged into my truck. The person sug-
gested I not leave the truck and trailer 
wiring plugged in overnight, saying 
that this situation would discharge my 
truck’s battery. I have stopped overnight 
at rest stops and left the plug attached 
to the truck and had no problem. 

I’m always learning something 
new and valuable from other RVers, 
and would appreciate it if you could 
shed some light on this issue.
Louise Miller, Potter Valley, California

A As a rule, Louise, I unplug the 
trailer from the tow rig for the 

duration each time the setup is parked, 
to avoid the chance that the trailer’s 
power use may draw down my tow 
rig’s battery. If your tow vehicle has an 
aftermarket brake control with added 
wiring, the power wire that charges 
the trailer battery may be run directly 
from the tow-rig battery. In that case, 
as you use the trailer battery, it’s also 
drawing down the tow-rig battery. If you 
own a late-model tow vehicle with an 
integrated factory-installed brake con-
trol, there may be a power relay in the 
charging line designed to prevent this 
type of plugged-in discharging.

Here’s an easy test you can do with 
a multimeter or a test light to see if 
your truck and trailer batteries are con-
nected when the truck is off. With the 
truck running but all lights off, touch the 
negative cable or spring clip of the test 
light to a ground source, like the hitch 
itself. Then touch the positive lead to the 
plus-12-volt DC pin on the plug on your 
vehicle, which, if the notch of the seven-
way plug is facing up, is the top-right 
terminal or 1 o’clock position. If you get 
no power, the battery is isolated. Now, 
turn the truck on and try again, and you 
should see plus-12 volts there. If you 
don’t, a fuse might have blown. This is 
also a good test to do if you find your 
trailer battery is dying while you’re driv-
ing, which indicates that it’s not getting 
a charge from the tow vehicle.

If this is beyond the scope of your D
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At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare” or “comp at” price 
means that the same item or a similar functioning item was 
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare” or “comp at” 
price by another retailer in the U.S. within the past 180 days. 
Prices advertised by others may vary by location. No other 
meaning of “Compare” or "comp at" should be implied. For more 
information, go toHarborFreight.com or see store associate.

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17* LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17* LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17*

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$290

 $11999 11999 Compare 
$389.99

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 

GAS ENGINE  

ITEM 68121/69727 shown 
CALIFORNIA ONLY

ITEM   60363/69730  

 $2599 $2599 
Compare $39 .99 

SAVE 
50%

 PNEUMATIC ADJUSTABLE 
ROLLER SEAT 

ITEM 61160/61896/63456/46319 shown

• 300 lb. 
capacity

Customer Rating

 $499 $44$ 99 
SAVE 
77%

 16 OZ. HAMMERS
 WITH FIBERGLASS HANDLE 

 ITEM  69006
60715/60714

 ITEM 47873 shown 
69005/61262

 CLAW RIP

Customer Rating

 $2499 $2499 Compare 
$55.82

TILTING FLAT PANEL
TV MOUNT• 176 lb. capacity

ITEM  62289
61807 shown   

Customer Rating

SAVE 
73%

SUPER COUPON

HOLDS FLAT SCREEN TVS 

UP TO 70 INCHES

SAVE 
$169

Compare 
$269

 1 TON CAPACITY 
FOLDABLE 

SHOP CRANE 

ITEM 69512/61858/69445 shown
 $17999 17999 

• Boom extends from 
36-1/4" to 50-1/4"

• Crane height adjusts 
from 82" to 94" 

 $13999 13999 
 $1299 $121212$ 99 

17 FT. TYPE IA 
MULTI-TASK LADDER

Compare 
$281.87

ITEM     62656/62514
67646 shown

• Versatile - 23 
Confi gurations

• Safe + Secure + Stable
• Super Strong - Holds 300 lbs.

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$161

1-1/4 GALLON 
HOME AND GARDEN
SPRAYER

Compare $14.97
ITEM 61280/63124/63145/95692 shown

Customer Rating

SAVE 
39%

 HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE 
ALUMINUM SPORTS CHAIR 

Compare $39 .99 
ITEM   62314/63066/66383 shown

SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
50%

 $2999 $2999 

™

™

2500 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH WITH 
WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL
Customer Rating

SAVE 
$70

ITEM  61840 /61297
68146/63476/61258 shown $6999 $696969$ 99 Compare 

$119.99

Voted Best WinchesSUPER COUPON

 $434 $4$ 34 
Compare 
$8.48

SAVE 
64%

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON
 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 

ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 
RESISTANT TARP 

ITEM 69249/69115/69137
69129/69121/877 shown

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$138  $7999 $797999 

3/8" x 50 FT. RETRACTABLE 
AIR HOSE REEL

ITEM  93897 shown
69265 /62344

Compare 
$198.45

Customer Rating

SUPER 
COUPON

• Weighs 14.3 lbs.
• 11-1/8" W x 4-1/2" H

SAVE 
$269

SAVE 
$70

Compare $369.32

  26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

ITEM 61634/61952
95659 shown

WINNER
– Truckin' Magazine

 $14999 $14999 

Compare $129 .99 
 $7999 $7999 

#1 SELLING JACKS IN AMERICA

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 
Most Vehicles

• Lightweight 34 lbs.

Customer RatingCustomer Rating

 $17999 17999 

 21 GALLON, 2.5 HP, 125 PSI 
VERTICAL OIL-LUBE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

ITEM  69091/ 61454
61693/62803/63635 

67847 shown

Compare $446.61

SAVE 
$296

Customer Rating

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER COUPON

• Air delivery:
5.8 CFM
@ 40 PSI,
4.7 CFM
@ 90 PSI

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17* LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17* LIMIT 6 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17*

LIMIT 6 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17* LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17* LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 10/13/17*

Use Coupons: In-Store, HarborFreight.com or 800-423-2567
*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 10/13/17.

11999 

$9999 Compare

$1999

2499 Compare

$1499

$9999

Compare $39 .99 2999 99 

$1999 Confi gurations
Safe + Secure + Stable

$11999 $899

$4999

$299

79 Compare

$5999
95659 shown

$9999 $5999 $14999

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. 
Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. 
Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not 
picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 10/13/17. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE20%

OFFANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM

SUPER COUPON

FREE
SUPER COUPON

• 580 lb. capacity
• Weighs 97 lbs.
• 6200 cu. in. of 

storage

 ITEM  68053
62160/62496
62516/60569 shown

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 
SET 

ITEM 62728/62583/47770/62570 shown

VALUE
 $797 

$4
$399

YOUR CHOICE

Compare 
$17 .99 

Limit 1 - Coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. 
*Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or 
brands: Inside Track Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box 
item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills, storage 
cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Bauer, Cobra, 
CoverPro, Daytona, Earthquake, Hercules, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, 
StormCat, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on prior purchases. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 10/13/17. 

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK 
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RV CLINIC

electrical experience, and/or you don’t 
want to visit an RV mechanic to have 
it checked out, just unplug/plug in the 
trailer each time you tow it. If nothing 
else, it’s a good part of your pretow 
safety checklist.

TROUBLE-FREE TRAILERS?

Q I have read a number of letters in RV 
Clinic where new trailers have mul-

tiple problems. In my business, I travel 
to many states, and having a breakdown 
could be a major problem in meeting my 
obligations. Is there a fifth-wheel manu-
facturer that produces reliable trailers? 
I am tired of living from hotel to hotel, 
and pulling a fifth-wheel will fit the bill. I 
know nothing is 100 percent, but I could 
sleep better not having to worry about 
major breakdowns.
Jim Babeshoff, via email

A This kind of question calls for a far 
more detailed answer than we can 

give in this space, Jim. In general, don’t 
buy the cheapest trailer you can find, 
and you’ll have fewer problems. Search 
the online owners’ forums for recom-
mendations and brand suggestions. Visit 
campgrounds and talk to owners of trail-
ers of the general type in which you’re 
interested, and I think you’ll find the 
average RVer is not shy about discussing 
the good and bad points of a particular 
RV. Keep notes, and you’ll see patterns 
emerging about preferred brands and 
so forth. It will be time well spent.

In regard to the type of breakdowns 
that could impact your travel schedule, 
that would involve multiple tire failures 
or a catastrophic suspension failure, 
which can happen to a trailer of any price 
range. Both of those occurrences could 
be mostly avoided by exercising diligent 
maintenance and inspection procedures. 

FIBERGLASS CLEANUP REDUX

Q We have a 2014 Rockwood fiber-
glass travel trailer that we pur-

chased new. When we got it, it had a 
very nice sheen. Two years have passed, 
and areas where the Florida sun hits the 
trailer have become chalky looking with 
oxidation. I have a friend who purchased 
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Stabilizer Jack
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Slide Out
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Water Heater
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a new travel trailer (a different brand) 
around the same time we purchased 
our Rockwood, and his looks worse than 
ours. What is the best way to try to get 
the sheen back on the fi berglass? I have 
searched online and saw ideas from 
other RVers and different products, but 
I don’t want to waste money and man-
power on a product that may not work. 
Marlyn Demeter, Okeechobee, Florida

A There’s no secret to restoring an  
oxidized fi berglass fi nish on an 

RV, Marlyn, as you’ve likely discovered 
through your research. To do it right, 
you fi rst need to rub out the oxidation, 
buff the fi nish to a high sheen and wax 
it to protect the surface. There are 
products advertised for “one-step fi nish 
restoration,” and those work to some 
extent, but not as well as doing the 
complete three-step process. 

Use of a powered buffi ng tool makes 
the job a lot faster and should result in 
a more consistent fi nish. If you go this 
route, be sure to use an orbital buffer 
as opposed to a rotary type, as they are 
easier on the fi nish. 

There are numerous products, such 
as Meguiar’s Marine/RV Fiberglass 
Restoration System (product number 
M4965), that can do a good job with your 
RV. Be sure to follow the instructions for 
both the product and the buffer, and you 
can get your trailer glowing again. 

TIRE-SPEED RATINGS

Q I’m confused about the tire chart in 
February’s RV Clinic letter from Vinny 

Rizzo, “ST Tire Trouble.” The description 
printed in blue above the chart states, 
“For tires without a service description in 
operation at speeds above 65 MPH, loads 
and infl ation pressures are adjusted 
as follows.” The chart does not seem 
to address those tires with a 65-MPH
service description. So, does this chart 
refer only to ST tires without a service 
description (i.e.: 65 MPH)? If so, does that 
infer that these tires without a service 
description are somehow stronger to 
better withstand higher speeds, higher 
pressures and higher temperatures? Are 
those tires with a service description still 
limited to the stated 65 MPH, regardless 
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of increased pressures? Or does this 
chart apply to all ST tires, regardless of 
imprinted service description?
Charles Beauparlant
Farmington, New Mexico

A That note about trailer tires without 
a speed rating, or “service descrip-

tion,” applies specifically to tires without 
the rating, Charles. For other tires that 
have a rating, such as 65-MPH maximum, 
the possible change in tire-speed capa-
bility and tire pressure are handled on a 
case-by-case basis that varies with each 
manufacturer. To learn the specifics 
about your brand of tires, you’ll need to 
inquire with the manufacturer, although 
your local dealer for that brand will likely 
have that information available. 

TRUCK AND TRAILER BOUNCE

Q I have a 2012 GMC Sierra 1500 
pickup with the Z60 suspension 

package and tow a 2014 Forest River 
Wildwood X-Lite travel trailer. There’s a 
lot of bounce when driving through dips 
or over bumps in the road. Is there any-
thing that can eliminate or reduce the 
bouncing felt in the truck? The trailer 
weight does not exceed 7,000 pounds.
Robert Barnes, Punta Gorda, Florida 

A This kind of truck and trailer bounce 
can be caused by several things, 

Robert. Narrowing it down also depends 
on where the bounce is experienced — 
for example, the front of the truck, the 
back of the truck or the trailer axles. 
Usually, you can feel one part of the 
vehicle reacting more than others. Your 
truck and trailer are new enough that 
worn-out shock absorbers, for instance, 
aren’t a problem (if your trailer even has 
shock absorbers), but we always tell 
people to inspect every part of the sus-
pension to ensure there’s not some type 
of mechanical failure that’s aggravating 
the bounce. Check tire-inflation pressure 
for the weight being carried by consult-
ing the manufacturer’s load/inflation 
tables (if available). Too much or too little 
pressure can affect bounce.

If it seems the front of the truck 
moves through the dip or bump OK, 
then the back of the 

MADE IN THE USA

Fastway Flash - Faster, Easier.™

FastwayTrailer.com • Toll Free 877-523-9103

No other ball mount on the 
market is stronger, built better, 
or looks as gorgeous as the
NEW Flash™

1,800 lb. tongue/18,000 lb. trailer
For 2½” Receivers
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Storage
Hinge

30(42-50 inch)

axelbloom.com
866.696.8387

Adjustable Frame 
is only 5”thick!

Normal Access To Storage
With Short Frame Option

No Holes need to 
be cut in the platform

Starting at $898!Starting at $898!

Senior, Veteran, 
Combo Discounts!

Storage Lid

Call & 
Save $100!

Easy to Install & Access Storage!

 
 

 

Made by Glen 
Raven Mills

Breathe Easy 
 with the best 
RV AIR  filters  
on earth!

MERV 8 Rating!
Does NOT restrict air flow!
Cut dust in half on DAY ONE!
Order today at rvair.com 

or call (844) 782-4746

Clean the air before it gets  
into your RV’s air  conditioner! 
RV Air filters capture allergens  
as small as three to ten microns, 
including pollen, dust, mold 
spores, and pet dander.

 AC 105 shown in photo.
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IDAHO

Dealers & Destinations

TO ADVERTISE  IN THE

RV Marketplace
or Dealers & Destinations

CONTACT:
Terry Thompson 
206-310-6234
terry.thompson@goodsam.com 

• Great camping     
• Less crowded, less expensive
• Amazing outdoor recreation
• Breathtaking scenery  
• Friendly, helpful people

FREE! 
IDAHO RV
Campground 
Directory

RVIdaho.org

RVERS
LOVE

IDAHO!
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ACCESSORIES

12-Volt Cooling for RVs
TurboKOOL Evaporative “Swamp” Coolers
Powered by Battery and/or Solar.
Cools your RV (up to 29° reduction) 
without “plugging in”! Quiet and Affordable
1-800-326-4410 free brochure www.turbokool.com

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant--good to 300  ̊F. 5-year warranty. 
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401
To sell 800-952-0401
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED

Earn While You Travel. Up to 65% Commission.
Complimentary RV Site While Working. Need
self-motivated people with computer
& sales experience. Adventure Awaits!!!
800-832-3292 • SoutheastPublications.com

HAVE THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS – Combine
your RV Travel & Sales Experience. Good Sam 
needs highly qualifi ed, self-motivated couples 
with proven sales experience in closing deals 
& selling intangible products. Couples will 
represent Good Sam RV Travel & Savings 
Guide & our digital assets as self-employed, 
independent contractors working on a 
commission based income. Meet face-to-face 
with customers selling print & digital advertising 
while gathering accurate data & applying 
Good Sam’s criteria in evaluating RV parks
& campgrounds & be in an assigned territory 
from Mid-Mar to Mid-Nov. Must be: Digital &
tech savvy, profi cient in Excel & Word, detail 
oriented, organized & have impeccable customer 
service skills. Email: MaryEllen.Foster@goodsam.com
with your name, address, phone & include in 
the subject line: AC Desk MAG  

NEED 3 CDL TRUCK DRIVERS FOR FRUIT hauling
8/10/17 to 10/29/17. Short hauls, long hours,
good pay. Free RV site. Arrowhead Ranch,
610-E Jack Wells Rd., Bridgeport, WA 98813.

HOMES FOR SALE

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s. 
RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s. 
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village
Rentals available for Pull-throughs,
Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas
956-585-5568 www.bentsenpalm.com

LOTS FOR SALE

NAPLES, FL-Crystal Lake RV Resort-FOR SALE:
1)RV Lot (Cement foundation): $120K Full 
Hook Ups w/ Shed incl. Shower, Toilet, W/D. 
2)Mobile Home (2Bd/2Ba): $259K Large Great 
Room w/nice size Kitchen, Jacuzzi in Master Bath, 
W/D Can sell as package or separate! Come 
enjoy the Sun & Beaches of SW Florida at an 
affordable price. Call Jon 239-682-2019 or 
e-mail jon@jonmaines.com. A full service realtor. 

#1 RV Lot! BEST SUMMER WEATHER on Pend
Oreille River, WA with dock permit. Club 
house/pool/spa/boat launch access. Power/
sewer/electric/H2O/parking slab/storage
shed! $99,900 (30% down) or $79,900 cash.
#509-270-7416 Email: albyx3wsu@yahoo.com 

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES

High Quality Mail Forwarding State-of-the-art
Acct Mgmt tools! Req scans for urgent letters
& contents. Mail shipped on your sched. Auto
obvious junk mail shredding. Unique phys address
in FL. No State income tax. Plans as low as $9/mo.
877-388-2753 • www.goodsammailservice.com

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!!

RECREATION VEHICLES FOR SALE

SELL YOUR RV ONLINE AT RVT.com!
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a Free or Until Sold Ad.
80,000 RVs for Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings.
RVT.com or call 1-877-705-0025

RV ONLINE - visit us at RVONLINE.COM
Buying or selling an RV?
$39.95, 4 month Nationwide Ad!
1000’s have listed and SOLD -- 831-475-5533

RV CLUBS

S.M.A.R.T.
Veterans RV Club
800-354-7681
smartrving.org

RV FINANCING

THE ORIGINAL RV FINANCING ONLINE
LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM • Facebook.com/loans
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424
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For advertising information contact Katey Purgatorio:
Phone 847-229-6756    Fax 270-495-6278    Email Katey.Purgatorio@goodsam.com 
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Classifi ed Department, 3431 S. 257th Street, Kent, WA 98032

RV WARRANTIES

www.RVWARRANTY.COM
RV EXTENDED SERVICE CONTRACTS
Get your FREE quote here 
www.RVWARRANTY.COM 
facebook.com/RVservicecontracts

SERVICES

$700 for a 1 day MT LLC and permanent
trailer registration. Includes DMV fees.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com
Call for more info 406-552-0004.

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed
Montana Attorney for an understanding of
LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals
to get a comprehensive explanation.
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save 
over the past 20 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for 
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

TOURS

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES
Pre-Planned Routes, Expert Guides and
Safe Travel-North America & Overseas.
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496

Guided RV Tours & Rallies
Lower 48•Alaska•Canada•Mexico•Overseas
Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-872-7897 or 
www.adventurecaravans.com

TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

NEW 2018 DRV Mobile Suite 36RSSB3 (Loaded)
True 4 Season. Ave 30% off MSRP of $131,580
877-643-7532 CustomOrderAvailable@NoCharge
View All New/Used@  www.rvsforless.net 
Worldwide Shipping. #1 USA Dealer 2011-2016

NOW AVAILABLE: All NEW 2018 Mobile Suite AIRE
True4Season. Avg 30% off MSRP. Start @ $119,000
877-643-7532 CustomOrderAvailable@NoCharge
View All New/Used Units @ www.rvsforless.net 
Worldwide Shipping. #1 USA Dealer 2011-2016

NEW 2018 Heartland Landmark 365 (Loaded)
True 4 Season. Avg 30% off MSRP of $128,489
877-643-7532 CustomOrderAvailable@NoCharge
View All New/Used Units @  www.rvsforless.net 
Worldwide Shipping. One of the Top 5 Dealers 2005-2016

RV CLINIC

HAVE A QUESTION? » Email rvclinic
@trailerlife.com or write to RV Clinic, 2750 
Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 
93036. Include your full name and hometown. 
Selected letters will be answered in the maga-
zine, but time does not permit individual replies. 
No phone calls, please.

truck gives an extra kick, it may mean 
the spring bars on the weight-distrib-
uting (WD) hitch are adjusted too tight. 
The bars could also be too high a weight 
rating for the trailer, which would make 
them too stiff for the setup. Try driving 
through a known spot that causes the 
bounce, then adjust the spring bars, 
and try driving the route again. You may 
also need to adjust the WD hitch head 
height to keep the setup on an even 
keel with the adjusted spring bars. This 
is not an exact science and will call for 
some experimenting.

TRAILER-TIRE WEAR 

Q In “Trailer Tire Alignment” in April’s 
RV Clinic, Tom Carver had con-

cerns about tire wear on his trailer’s 
right front tire. I have had this same 
problem on three different fi fth-wheels 
and numerous tandem- and triple-axle 
trailers I have owned. Having worked 
in the trucking industry, I fi gured out 
that during right-hand turns on a hard-
surface road or street, the load on this 
right front tire can almost double.

The trailer tends to lean on this 
wheel as it is being pulled sideways. The 
load on the left rear is lessened as the 
trailer pivots on the right rear and the 
left front. Left turns are a longer, wider-
radius turn that causes less scrub of the 
tires. I put 14-ply LT tires on my trailer, 
and these tires have a higher infl ation 
pressure. This helps a lot, as the tire 
doesn’t roll under as you turn. I hope 
this helps explain the wear a little better. 
John Manley, Remus, Michigan

A Understanding trailer-tire wear can 
be a pain, John, so your observa-

tions based on your commercial driving 
experience are welcome. We’ve heard 
a variety of explanations about the odd 
tire-wear effect, and yours is as good as 
any we’ve seen. Thank you. q

(continued from page 93)
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ROADS TO
ADVENTURE article and photos by Emily Fagan

Rocky Mountain Beach Town
When the snow melts in west-central Idaho, the small town of McCall greets the season with gusto

Private Idaho
Paddleboards, personal watercraft and pontoon boats line the shores and marinas 
of Payette Lake, as summer comes to the mile-high vacation destination of McCall.

W ith the heat of summer 
starting to sizzle, we 
took our fi fth-wheel into 

the cool Rocky Mountains of Idaho 
where a former logging town 100 
miles north of Boise basks in the 
sun on the shores of Payette Lake. 
Who knew you could fi nd a bona fi de 
beach community, complete with kids 
building castles on a wide expanse 
of sand, personal watercraft lined up 
on the water’s edge, bikini-clad girls 
perfecting their tans and sailboats 
gliding with the wind all smack in 
the middle of the mountains at an 
elevation of 5,000 feet?

As soon as we set up camp, we 
were swept up in the exuberance of 
summertime fun. From browsing the 
charming shops in town to taking a 
spin at the ice-skating rink, riding 
bikes through woodsy Ponderosa 
State Park and enjoying a picnic with 
a view on the big lawn by the beach, 
we found endless things to do. 

McCall has fewer than 3,000 
year-round residents, and every 
morning we joined a few of them in 
a row of colorful Adirondack chairs 
under a shade tree overlooking the 
lake to sip a cuppa joe from Mountain 
Java. On the docks at the upscale 
Shore Lodge, we ogled exquisite 
watercraft at the annual Classic and 
Wooden Boat Show (July 28 through 
30 this year). 

McCall intoxicated us. As one 
local whispered to me, “It’s the 
best-kept secret.” For RVers who 
travel there, small to midsize trailers 
can camp by the lake at Ponderosa 
State Park, and a top-rated Good 
Sam Park, McCall RV Resort, 
welcomes rigs of all sizes. q
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Losing weight was never this easy!
Actually, it’s as simple as 1, 2, 3!

Choose any of K-Z’s weight-loss solutions to start your family on 
our guaranteed path to a healthy, happy road to family blahs recovery!

kz-rv.com

• 78-Inch Interior
Height!

• Solar & Backup
Camera Prep!

• Power Awning w/LED
Light Strip!

• 78-Inch Interior
Height!

• Upgraded Seamless
Countertops!

• Lightweight Laminated
Sidewalls!

• Easy-Tow 90-Inch-
Wide Exterior!

• 5/8-Inch Tongue &
Groove Floor!

• Seamless Countertops
w/Under-Mount
Kitchen Sink!

Sportsmen® Classic – Ultra-lightweight expandable,
conventional & toy hauler travel trailers

Escape – Ultra-lightweight expandable,
hard-side & toy hauler travel trailers

Connect Lite – Ultra-lightweight expandable
& laminated travel trailers

hard-side & toy hauler travel trailers

Pick the ultra-lightweight plan that’s right for you:

1

2

3

KZ Inc., Circle 126 on Reader Service Card
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Introducing the all new 2017 Lance 

Ultra-Light Travel Trailer line up! With 

over 50+ standard and optional feature 

enhancements including three all new 

designer interior decors to the all new 

radius roof, a new contoured molded 

LP cover with available “tri-five” tank 

configuration, available 2 5/8" chassis lift 

kit and dual locking battery compartments, 

we have taken both form and function 

to an all new level!

LIVE. LANCE. LIFE.

VISIT LANCECAMPER.COM FOR ALL THE DETAILS, A VIRTUAL PLANT TOUR AND TO LOCATE THE LANCE DEALER NEAREST YOU.

MODEL 2375 SHOWN IN MIDNIGHT

MODEL 2285 SHOWN IN ROADSTER

Lance_TL_FullPgAd_V2.indd   1 12/21/16   11:58 AM
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