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More fabrics. More choices. More style.

Carefree’s vinyl, solid color fabrics Carefree vinyl fabrics: Dune Stripes and Shale Fades

Ash Eggshell Midnight White Wood Black/ Ocean Bor- Sierra Teal — Black Blue Camel Silver
Black Frost Gray Blue deaux Brown Fade Fade Fade Fade Fade
» 13.5 oz. vinyl fabric » Sealed edge, no stitching » 13.5 oz. vinyl fabric » Hemmed and stitched edging
» No waiting! Fastest fabric » Replaces up to a 25" awning » Greater durability than » Available with Weatherguard,
or DIY Replacement (24'-2" fabric size) other awning brands FLXguard or metal wrap
Carefree’s standard and custom woven acrylic fabrics Carefree’s premium vinyl fabrics

Shown in Indigo with matching Weatherguard

Shown in Captain Navy with White FLXguard [} g

Green Linen Over 130

Gray Tweed custom colors Chocolate Charcoal
» Minimal fading - color can’t  » Hemmed and stitched edging » Heavier, more robust 15 0z.  » Double-hemmed, double-stitched
be washed out » Available with FLXguard or vinyl fabric with printingon  with Gore Tenara thread
» Easy to maintain - no mold, metal wraps top and bottom » Available with vinyl Weather-

mildew or deterioration » Industry best 10 year warranty!  guard, FLXguard or metal wrap

Tell your dealer to “Make it Carefree!”
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38 Shipwreck Shoreline 96 Vermont's Capital Assets

A meander along the sweeping northwest coast of Lake America’s smallest state capital, Montpelier offers big-time
Superior, the largest freshwater lake in the world, reveals fun with first-rate restaurants, museums, galleries, music and
hiking trails, a historic lighthouse and a folk school that a historic statehouse, all set against a New England backdrop
preserves the heritage of Minnesota 110 Just Add Water

54 Eight Weeks in Australia Splish-splash across the States to experience 10 wet-and-

A two-month journey in the land Down Under presents wild adventures, from taking an underground boat tour to
numerous national parks, coral gardens of the Great Barrier cascading down high-speed waterslides — in the dark! —

Reef and a sanctuary of diverse habitat for unique wildlife to just soaking in hot springs or relaxing poolside

TRAILER LIFE'S 75TH ANNIVERSARY

63 The Evolution of RVing 69 Then and Now: Bringing Back the Classics
As Trailer Life cz.elebrates. its filamond anniversary, we take a look at 71 The Godfather of Trailer Life
how the recreational vehicle industry has changed with the times

T 79 Golden Oldies
RIS CL OIS D Vintage camping trailers stoke our collective love affair with the
67 Flight of the Silver Bullet mid-20th century and connect enthusiasts from all walks of life

Get back in the saddle for a nostalgic trot down
memory lane, as Trailer Life reminisces about
its 75-year history and the even longer history
of RVs and the lifestyle. Page 63
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Readers respond loud and clear Goodies to improve the RV lifestyle
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26 RV Resolutions 145 RV Clinic
2 Check out nine innovative products from a rust Trailer Life is your referee Answers from the Trailer Life tech team
inhibitor and a versatile flashlight to a 70-gallon fuel 124 Hands On 158 America’s Outback
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On the cover: Trailer Life, North America’s bestselling magazine for RV enthusiasts, commemorates its 75th anniversary this month.
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30 Augusta Ambition
The AB-35RS fifth-wheel has a number of unexpected features
earmarked for full-timers and extended travelers

48 XPCamper

Explore the backcountry with the V1, an all-weather hard-sided
pop-up with marine-grade appliances powered by diesel fuel and
everything needed for roughing it in style

52 Omega RV Toxic
The edgy 19NS16 travel trailer takes on the toy-hauler market
with macho styling and fifth-wheel DNA

% 88 Heavy-Duty Towmg Machlnes
Shopping for a new diesel truck to tow a big trailer? There’s
a lot to consider before investing in your next set of wheels.
Take some time to consider all the angles

105 Chucking Control
Comfort Ride Hitch uses proprietary air cells to soften the ride
when towing a fifth-wheel trailer

117 H20 on the Go
RV water filters make removing impurities and improving taste
as quick and easy as turning on the tap

Above: With three slideouts and a huge exterior storage compartment, the Augusta Ambition caters to extended travelers. Page 30
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A Special Celebration

Reaching the 75th-anniversary milestone
is a feather in the cap of Trailer Life and
the lifestyle it portrays and loves

elebrating milestones is how people reminisce about the past and look forward

to the future. We typically commemorate birthdays and wedding anniversaries,
which are annual events, but when a magazine reaches 75 years of continuous
publication and distribution, it's a big deal. In 1941 — certainly turbulent times for
the world — a new magazine was introduced that catered to a mobile lifestyle that
no one at the time could ever imagine would grow into one of most popular outdoor
activities in modern times.

It's fun to look back at the early trailers. The definition of self-containment was
different then, with many of these trailers finding their way into camps for full-time
living. But the desire to explore the country drove the development of new trailers with
scaled-down appliances and accessories that could be used more efficiently on the
road. At the same time, vehicles were becoming more capable of pulling the weight.

My love for the RV industry and lifestyle was kindled by a chance meeting with
Art Rouse in 1971. Rouse is credited with quickly transforming a fledgling magazine
into the undisputed leader in RV publishing. He had an uncanny vision of where the
lifestyle was going, and his love for RV travel injected a special personality that was
as lively as it was informative.

By the time | became involved in the editorial process, this magazine had
recruited an amazing lineup of contributors, like Faith Terry, the Old Wagonmaster
Johnny Johnson, V. Lee Oertle, tech guru Roy Morrison, Bill Estes and others who
helped make Trailer Life a must-read. Some of the contributors were a little crusty
at times, but always colorful. Their articles were infused with realism and honesty
that helped set the course for the magazine.

Over the years the focus of Trailer Life has been consistent, with emphasis on
RVs, accessories, maintenance and travel. It's fun to see how the industry offerings
have changed, with rapid advances in technology leading that charge, but the
lifestyle is not much different today. RV travel is still the best way to experience the
country and meet new people. If you thumb through old issues of Trailer Life, you'll
see pictures that portray a familiar type of life in campgrounds, sitting around fire
pits and visiting with fellow RVers — dressed differently, of course.

Many of Trailer Life’'s back issues are in the library of the RV/MH Hall of Fame and
Museum complex in Elkhart, Indiana. And there’s probably no better way to relive the
history of the RV industry and lifestyle than strolling through the exhibits on display.

| hope you enjoy our tribute to this magazine’s 75th anniversary and the amazing
RV lifestyle, starting on page 63. &

— Bob Livingston, publisher

As Trailer Life commemorates its 75th
anniversary this month, we turn back the
clock to celebrate the magazine’s storied
past and the history and evolution of RVs.
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‘60s Flashbacks

| have really enjoyed your 75 Years of
Trailer Life column. The one about the
1960s, “Feelin’ Groovy,” in the May
issue hit close to home, as | graduated
from high school in 1966. | would like
to own one of the little vintage trailers,
but we love taking our 2012 Keystone
Montana fifth-wheel on the road.
Linda Whiting, Burns, Oregon

Back in the 1960s, three kids and my
parents camped in this tiny travel
trailer. The little sink had a pump
handle to bring water from the
storage tank. The icebox [yes, a real
icebox]) had to keep the milk cold.

The two-burner propane stove (some
things never change!) was lit to make
coffee. An old canvas tent was put up
to be our bathroom, complete with a
fold-up toilet and a bucket for a tub. At
the end of the week, the trailer and the
car had an interesting smell, with the
odor of fish permeating both vehicles!
Barbara Maglich, Phoenix, Arizona

In the summer of 1966, our family —
Mom, Dad, myself, my brother and two
sisters — visited Yellowstone National
Park in a now-vintage Winnebago
trailer. Being 16 years old, | enjoyed
camping, partying with the park’s
seasonal workers, and catching and
charcoal-grilling fresh cutthroat trout
from Yellowstone Lake. We found out
the bears also liked the fish, as they

Battered Bushings
and Shot Shocks

After reading “Underworld” back in the September 2015 issue, which advised
checking trailer suspension shackles and fittings for wear, we decided to
check our fifth-wheel's hardware. We have always maintained the wheel
bearings and brakes on an annual basis. This time, as we were getting ready
for an extended trip, we took Chris Hemer’s advice and inspected the other
hardware. To our surprise, the shocks were shot, and the factory suspension

bushings were terribly worn. Had we gone any longer with them in this
condition, we probably would have had a major problem.

We installed new Monroe shocks and purchased a heavy-duty suspension
kit from Dexter Axle Company. The kit included bronze bushings,

new bolts and E-Z Lube grease fittings for
proper lubrication. The kit also included new
equalizers with E-Z Lube grease fittings and

shackle plates.

Thanks, Trailer Life, for saving us a lot of

money and grief!
Francis Johannes, Las Vegas, Nevada

visited our campsite one night after
midnight and made quite a ruckus.
Bob Yechout, Omaha, Nebraska

This beloved tent trailer has been in
our family for 56 years, since June

3, 1960, when it was purchased

new at Montgomery Ward in Tyler,
Texas. It has hosted three genera-
tions of campers, has been across the
country countless times and has been
registered in Texas, Florida, California,
Georgia, Alabama and South Carolina.
It was at Disneyland in the early 1960s,
and at Disney World in 1971. It has
been to the Fraser River in British
Columbia, the North Rim of the Grand
Canyon, Yellowstone, the Everglades
and many more national and state
parks. And it is still in good shape!
Anita Lichtman, Livingston, Texas

Twenty Truck Campers

Thank you, Kristopher Bunker, for
“Camping Without Boundaries,” your
May article on 20 of the top truck-
camper manufacturers. And thank
you, Bob Livingston, for publishing it.
Don Kissel, Vernal, Utah

Solar’s Shady Ways

This is a reply to Ken Reed’s “Going
Solar” question in the May issue about
using a solar system when parked at
shady campsites. Ken does not have to
live without solar. We boondock in the
shade of pine trees in the mountains
all summer using nothing but solar.

We have a 145-watt roof-mounted
panel that picks up some power even
in the filtered shade. My husband took
a 50-foot 12-gauge extension cord and
severed it near one end. He attached
the exposed wiring of the short piece
to our regulator and the exposed
wiring of the long piece to a 75-watt
freestanding solar panel.

We plug the two free ends of the
extension cord into each other daily
and set the 75-watt panel out in the
sun. Every few hours | adjust the panel
to continually face the sun. The panel

July 2016 TRAILERLIFE 11
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LETTERS

keeps our two golf-cart batteries
sufficiently charged.

Our electrical usage consists of
running the lights, the water pump, a
tablet and a laptop computer, charging
two smartphones, watching TV for a
half hour to an hour a day, and using
our DVD player and the TV to watch a
movie once or twice a week. Anyone
with greater electrical needs could use

a higher-watt freestanding panel or two.

Jodi Werhanowicz, Phoenix, Arizona

Current Affairs
| read with interest Chris Hemer's
“Power Protection” article in the May
issue. In 2009 | purchased a Surge
Guard 34750 portable surge protector
from Technology Research Corporation
(TRCJ. We use our fifth-wheel about two
times a year for a week at a time, so it
has not had much use.

The surge protector worked fine
until May of 2015 when it started
making a vibrating sound, and the lights

Parkit360°

Move any trailer with our compact,
powerful, battery-powered trailer dolly.

Won't tip, tilt or pivot with
Stablelock technology

LIS AN

Smart trailer
brakes option

N\
v, o D

s

Simple forward & reverse
thumb control rocker

Ability to freewheel

r)"’
e
G—

Model shown (Force) supports: Tag-Along and Pintle
Transformer supports: Gooseneck, 5th Wheel, Tag-Along and Pintle

www.parkit360.com

1-888-926-5517
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started blinking after I plugged it in. At
first | thought it was a problem with the
electrical box, but | plugged my fifth-
wheel electric connection directly into
the box, and all worked fine without the
surge protector. When | returned home,
| plugged the surge protector into my
home connection. It made the same
noise, and the lights blinked like they
did at the campground.

| called TRC to see where | could
send it for repair. The service rep asked
me what type of sound it was making
and when | purchased it. He then told
me it sounded like the unit had been
exposed to water and could not be
repaired. It was also out of warranty,
since it was six years old. | told him it
was raining the last time | used it.

He then explained that the units
are weather-resistant, not waterproof,
and | needed to purchase another
surge protector at a cost of just under
$400! He suggested that, when it rains,
| either unplug it and bring it inside
or place a trash bag over it. | live in
Oklahoma, where we get lots of thun-
derstorms with wicked lightning, and
that's one of the reasons | bought the
surge protector in the first place.

After doing some research,
| did purchase a new unit, this time
from Progressive Industries, which
has a lifetime warranty on its surge
protectors. However, they, too, are only
weather-resistant and not waterproof.
This is something to consider when
buying a surge protector.

David Sanders, Ochelata, Oklahoma

Regarding “Power Protection” in the
May issue, | was dismayed by the recent
failure of my portable surge protector,
a Surge Guard 34730. The last time |
used it, the one prong of the female
receptacle was partially melted and
green; the unit never tripped during
use. | contacted the manufacturer,

and the rep’s response was that the
surge protector does not protect
against electrical overcurrent and was
most likely damaged because of this
occurrence. | was under the impression
the device would protect my RV from
excess current!

Charlie Kleinhuizen, Portage, Michigan



Passport to Paradise

My wife, Carol, and | are new to the
camping scene. Last September,

we purchased our first camper, a
28-foot Keystone Passport Ultra Light
2250RB, from Camping World of Oxford,
Alabama. In March, on our first trip
with the new trailer, we went to Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina, for a week, and
last weekend we spent five days at
Cheaha State Park in Delta, Alabama.
Our camper has an outdoor kitchen,
so I'm in seventh heaven!

As for Camping World, the service
has been spectacular, and the people
have been so helpful prior to, during
and after the sale. As for Trailer Life, the
ideas and experiences shared by others
in the Letters, RV Clinic and 10-Minute
Tech sections are invaluable. The rest
of the magazine is also great, and |
have already ordered three advertised
products. Thanks for putting this
magazine together and spreading the
word to novice camper owners like us.
Jim Lorenzo, Anniston, Alabama

The American Way

| have a 2013 Keystone Montana Big
Sky. While wintering in Brownsuville,
Texas, | noticed a strong vibration in
the second air conditioner. That is
the one in our bedroom. It was so
bad, | decided not to use it for fear
of making the condition worse.

After returning home in late
February, | called our dealer,
American RV Center, just north of
Evansville, Indiana, and described the
problem to the service manager, Denny.
He could have asked me to bring the
RV to the shop for repair, or he could
have told me that it needed a new air
conditioner and a new compressor
and charged me X-amount for labor.
Instead, | was advised to remove the
air-conditioner cover and check to see
if mud daubers had been inside the unit.

| was skeptical and thought | would
give it a quick check and then call
him back for an appointment. After
removing the air-conditioner cover,
| found wasps had made mud deposits
on the fan blades, throwing them out
of balance. About 30 minutes later, the
problem was fixed. With service like

this, American RV Center has earned
my respect and loyalty.
Lloyd H. Boucherie, Henderson, Kentucky

Great Reception

We took delivery of a Winslow Excel
fifth-wheel from Peterson Industries
shortly before the company went

out of business. We had ordered the
Winegard Motorized Sensar Antenna,
which worked great at first. Then we
started having trouble with it not moving

properly, and one of us would have to

go up on the roof to move it, as directed
in the owner’s manual. Winegard has a
two-year parts warranty, so we called
the company’s tech services and spoke
to a service rep named Leslie. After
troubleshooting together, we concluded
that the roof unit was the problem.
Leslie said she would see what she
could do, then called back promptly and
told us she had located a refurbished
unit, and it was on the way.

HWH" Towable App

Control from vehicle cab for easy hitching & unhitching!

For Smartphone or Tablet with Bluetooth
(Android Only)

Landing Gear

R aoogle lf'lay

Google Play is a trademark of Google Inc.

Camera not included. For more information on
camera please contact HWH Corporation.

HWH® Towable App

Control HWH® Hydraulic Landing Gear
from your vehicle cab for easy hitching
and unhitching. Then, once you are
unhitched you can also control your
HWH® Hydraulic Leveling System.

CORPORATION A

HWH.com
1-800-321-3494

HWH Corporation, Circle 125 on Reader Service Card
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only DAMPENS trailer sway
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Hensley® Towing Systems are
Guaranteed to ;
Eliminate Trailer Sway.
Call one of our Towing Specialists today

and ask which Hensley® is right for you.

Keep your family safe.

Call or visit us online f I’PE ”’W

HENSLEY:

800.410.6580 - www.HensleyMiy.com

Hensley Manufacturing Inc., Circle 121 on Reader Service Card

Northwood Mfg., Circle 139 on Reader Service Card

Arclic Fox & Wolf Creek Campers....
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Thank you, Leslie and Winegard.
The antenna works just as good as new.
Kenneth and Carroll Phibbs
Powhatan, Virginia

Small Wonder

Out on the freeway in my Toyota Tacoma
pulling my 16-foot Scamp, it gets 27 MpG
on cruise control at a steady 60 MPH.

| often hear others complaining that
they get only 8 to 10 MPG in their big
pushers. Somehow, | can sleep just as
well in the Scamp with my two dogs, a
refrigerator, shower, toilet, Coleman
camp stove, dinette and double bed

as those folks in the big RVs do — and
have a lot more of my limited retirement
income left over for travel.

Donald Thomason

Moses Lake, Washington &=

m Write to: Trailer Life,
2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 or
email info@trailerlife.com. Please include

your full name and location.
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For Every Mile of your Journey

When the road opens up and you've got nothing but adventure on your
mind, you'll have one less thing to worry about with us on your side.

GEICO for your RV

geico.com | 877-434-2678 | Local Office

* Some discounts, coverages, paymentplansandfea;uresare not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a o d service markoiGovemr[l_e_n_L_
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RZ-6000
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Watch Free TV in HD

With the Rayzar z1, pay no monthly fees to watch your favorite broadcast
channels and top-rated shows in true HD, everywhere you travel.

Superior VHF/UHF Reception

Optimal UHF reception with strong High-Band VHF provides
access to the major broadcast networks and the most digital channel
broadcasts available.

Easy to Use and Install

Effortless rotation and no cranking required. Easily replaces existing
antenna with minimal effort.

PROTECTED BY
WINEGARD

READER'S CHOICE AWARD WINNING SATELLITE TV
ANTENNAS FOR THE 4TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR

All trademarks, registered trademarks and logos are the property of their respective owners; this is not an endorsement or sponsorship of this product or Winegard Co. by the respective companies. © 2016 Winegard Co

Choa7ats ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide



PHOTOS COURTESY OF AMERICA'S STONEHENGE

NEWS

article by Pamela Selbert

Walking through America’s Stone-
henge, an odd array of man-made
caves, chambers and walls of rough-
hewn chunks of granite sprawled

up a forested hillside in Salem, New
Hampshire, you get the feeling you're
communing with antiquity. The 30-acre
site — a giant astronomical calendar
of standing monoliths aligned to
accurately plot solar and lunar events,
such as solstices and equinoxes —
appears ancient. Archeologists have
determined that the gray granite found
in the area was quarried using a prim-
itive technique called “stone-on-stone.”

EVENTS | PEOPLE | PLACES

——

merica’s Sloneene

New Hampshire's 4,000-year-old maze of man-made chambers
and ceremonial meeting places is an accurate astronomical calendar

But who built it is a mystery. The
site, long known to area settlers, was
called Mystery Hill until 1982, when
the name was changed to better
reflect its function. Its only relation
to England’s Stonehenge is that both
were made by ancient people familiar
with astronomical calendars.

Current owner Dennis Stone,
whose father, Robert Stone, bought
the attraction and surrounding
acreage in 1956 and opened it to the
public two years later, says numerous
theories attempt to explain its origins.
Previous owner and antiquarian

PARRKS | RV TRENDS

by Donya Carlson

The East-Facing Chamber (far left) and
the Summer Solstice Sunrise Alignment
Stone (left) are two of nearly three dozen
features at America’s Stonehenge.

William Goodwin speculated that

it was a monastery built before
Columbus’ time by the Culdees, early
Irish monks fleeing Vikings. Others
suggest it may have been built by
some ancient migratory group, such
as Phoenicians, because marks on
the stones resemble early writing
systems of the Old World. Or possibly
(though Stone discounts this notion),
it's the misinterpreted creation of
18th- or 19th-century farmers.

That's unlikely, Stone says,
because radiocarbon analysis done
over the past half-century indicates
that the site was built around 4,000
years ago. Reputable surveyors, he
adds, “vouch for the alignment of
stones consistent with astronomy
of a few thousand years ago.”

Stone believes the site, with
nearly three-dozen features,
including an oracle chamber, a 4-ton
sacrificial table and underground
drainage network, was probably used
for religious ceremonies, though it's
unclear how long the builders were
here. Fragments of bowls and stone
tools found during archeological exca-
vations indicate ancestors of current
Native Americans made use of the
site later. The true origin may never
be known, but research continues.

America’s Stonehenge in Salem,
New Hampsbhire, is open daily from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. for a nominal fee. Self-
guided tours take about an hour, and
snowshoe tours are available in the
winter. There is plenty of RV parking.

America’s Stonehenge
603-893-8300
www.stonehengeusa.com

Sanborn Shore Acres RV Park
Hampstead, New Hampshire
603-329-5247
www.sanbornshoreacres.com
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Escape Trailer, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card

Lance Launches

Ultralight 1475 Trailer

Lance Campers has introduced another ultralight travel
trailer, the 1475, with an overall length of less than 20
feet and a 14-foot 10-inch floor length. The non-slideout
1475 does not have a fixed dinette because, according to
Bob Rogers, Lance’s marketing director, “Customers tell
us they like to eat outside or while sitting in their lounge
chairs and would rather have two comfortable chairs and
a nice-size dry bath, so that's what we designed.”

Inside, the 1475’s swivel rockers sit across from
the galley, which features lightweight solid-surface
countertops, a three-burner range, a 5-cubic-foot
refrigerator and a single-bowl sink with a pull-out
faucet. The bedroom has a queen-size innerspring
mattress and LED reading lights.

A Bluetooth app-enabled audio system, pass-
through storage, radius frameless dual-pane tinted
windows and aluminum wheels are all standard, as are
an outside LP-gas barbecue connection and a wash

station. Options
include keyless
entry, a solar
panel, an LED
TV, a microwave,
air conditioning,
a Fan-Tastic
roof vent and an
electric lateral-
arm awning with
a motion sensor.
The 1475 has a 3,700-pound GVWR, and Lance claims
the trailer can be towed behind almost any midsize
vehicle. Base MSRP is $23,888.
Lance Camper, 661-949-3322, www.lancecamper.com

Check out our
website for current pricing,
options and standard

features for the

of the 2017 Escape
Travel Trailer.

Escape Trailer Industries

Proudly buiit in British Columbia, Canada

18 TRAILERLIFE July 2016

escapetrailer.com | 855-703-1650 | Buy factory direct in Chilliwack, B.C.
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Past and Present
RVs in Indiana

For a glimpse of old and new RVs in
one place, pop into the 61st annual
Midwest RV Super Show at the RV/
MH Hall of Fame and Museum in
Elkhart, Indiana, August 4 to 7.
Hundreds of new RVs will be on
display, with discounted show pricing
and clearance specials. Outside,
you can walk through modern travel
trailers, fifth-wheels, toy haulers and
motorhomes, then step back in time
indoors to see the history of RVing
and the pioneers of the industry.
Tickets cost $10 for ages 16 and up,
which includes museum admission,
and are free for ages 15 and under.
www.rvshows.org/midwest-rv-
super-show

Yellowstone Postage Stamp

The U.S. Postal Service has released
the last of 16 Forever stamps celebrat-
ing the National Park Service’'s 100th
anniversary. The photograph of two
bison silhouetted on a winter morning
on arise in Yellowstone National Park’s

Lamar Valley was captured by Art Wolfe.

The Seattle-based photographer said
the morning was minus-30 degrees
Fahrenheit. “The bitter cold had left the
animals encased in a mantle of thick
frost,” he recalled. The photo was taken
in 2000, when Wolfe was still shooting
with film, so he didn’t know if he'd
captured the scene until the film was
processed. Clearly, he succeeded.

RV TRADE SHOW E .

F

S

Caravan Salon Diisseldorf

The world’s largest trade show for
motorhomes and travel trailers (called
“caravans” in Europel, Germany's 2015
show was the most well attended in
history with 202,000 visitors, including a
high share of international guests.
Joachim Schafer, managing director
of Messe Diisseldorf GmbH, said
RV sales were high: “That's particu-
larly exciting because Caravan Salon
Disseldorf is considered the trend
barometer for the upcoming season.”
The 55th-annual Caravan Salon
Disseldorf takes place August 26
through September 4, 2016.
www.caravan-salon.de

1 pint of sweat every night

The average person secretes one pint of

sweat every night that is absorbed into the

mattress, inviting mildew and mold.

It's time to upgrade to

Mattress weight DOUBLES

A mattress will eventually double in
weight as sweat, body oils and dust
mites collect over the years.

Millions of dust mites

An older mattress can hecome a breeding
ground for hacteria and dust mites feeding
on dead skin cells, aggravating allergies.

fresh, luxurious comfort.

Denver Mattresses provide luxurious comfort with
supportive plant-based foams and other natural
materials that promote a healthy and restful
sleep experience. Denver Mattresses are available

in a variety of sizes to perfectly fit your RV.

e Compressed and rolled for

your convenience

® 10-year non-prorated warranty
e Manufactured with eco-friendly materials
e Easy to install and free shipping to your doorstep

* Residential quality for your RV

Lippert, Circle 134 on Reader Service Card
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DMRVcollection.com




On the Right Track

Railroads have been an integral part

of North America’s history. For those
who want to hear a steam-whistle blow,
smell the grease on the axles or hear
the roar of an “iron horse” up close, the
following museums will grant you a ride
in a steam or diesel locomotive from a
different era. Be sure to check operating
hours and dates, as some are seasonal.

California State Railroad Museum
Numerous exhibits explore how
railroads shaped the west. Highlights
include a Pullman-style sleeping car, a
railway post office and train excursions.
916-445-5995, www.csrmf.org

Colorado Railroad Museum

The museum has 15 acres to explore
with steam engines and cabooses, and
a roundhouse with a working turntable.
www.coloradorailroadmuseum.org

IUlinois Railway Museum

The country’s biggest railroad museum
preserves the Electroliner, a stream-
lined four-coach passenger train, and
the only remaining EMD E5 2,000-
horsepower diesel locomotive.
800-244-7245, www.irm.org

B&O0 Railroad Museum
The Birthplace of American Railroading
has the oldest, most comprehensive

American railroad collection in the world.

410-752-2490, www.borail.org

Berkshire Scenic Railway Museum
The restored station was built in 1903,

and the rail yard features an early 20th-
century passenger car and a vintage
diesel electric locomotive.
www.berkshirescenicrailroad.org

Nevada Northern Railway Museum
Century-old steam engines pull historic
locomotives in this remote location.
Passengers can experience robbery
re-enactments and themed train rides.
866-407-8326, www.nnry.com

Smoky Mountain Trains Museum
The museum has a collection of 7,000
Lionel engines and activities for kids.
800-872-4681, www.gsmr.com

Mount Rainier Railroad

and Logging Museum

Exhibits show the importance of
railroads in the timber industry and
include a display of logging locomotives.
888-783-2611, www.mrsr.com

KING OF “JSHESREIMO T E:

Whatever your choice of RV and wherever you choose to roam, KING.is your
clear choice for a great TV experience. For over two decades, we've led the way
in technology and innovation, pioneering satellite and over-the-air antenna systems.

And, with a complete range of produt
your remote and rule the airwaves. See your RV dealer about stepping up to KING.

5, there's a KING for every budget. So grab Learn more today at
KINGCONNECT.COM

King, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card
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CONGRATULATIONS

TRAILER LIFE

75 YEARS
iA
OF MAKING MEMORIES!

WE'RE NOSTALGIC ABOUT THE FUTURE
Many things have changed over the years, but some American
traditions are worth keeping.

American manufacturing prowess, and the engineering Josh, 1984
know-how that goes with it is what shaped our country. It's a
part of our history that is important to keep.

Why should good service be a thing of the past? If you take
the time to call, one of us will answer the phone. It's really not
that hard to do.

Remember when a handshake meant something? It still can.
If you have a problem with a product we built, we will work
to get you back on the road with as little cost and hassle as
possible. It's the old-fashioned handshake, backed up on
paper.

Horseshy, Bend, Avis

B&W, Circle 104 on Reader Service Card
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MORryde’s Pin Box System redefines the experience of towing a fifth
wheel. Install one and forget about that harsh, jerky chucking action.

Virginia's Liberty Celebration

Virginia's Yorktown Victory Center salutes the 240th anniversary of the Declara-
tion of Independence, July 3 and 4, 2016, with interpretive programs, military
drills, artillery demonstrations and fife-and-drum performances. Located in
Yorktown, the town where America’s independence was won on the battlefield
in 1781, the center is a living-history museum of the American Revolution.

At noon on both days, “The Price of Liberty” program invites visitors to learn
about the sacrifices of Americans who declared independence from Great Britain
and concludes with a reading of the Declaration of Independence. A Revolution-
era tax protest is staged each afternoon, followed by a militia muster and training
in espionage. Visitors will enjoy fiddle, banjo and washboard music from the Cigar
Box String Band as they play old-time, blues, folk and Celtic tunes.

Yorktown Victory Center, 888-593-4682, www.historyisfun.org

Readers, Cast
Your Votes

Tell us what you
think in Trailer Life's
fifth-annual RV poll

RVers tend to be a friendly bunch, eager
to share their knowledge with fellow
enthusiasts. To tap into that vast body
of knowledge and share it on a grand

scale, each year Trailer Life conducts
an online poll of readers’ favorite RV
brands and destinations. Sharing your
RV-lifestyle experiences can smooth the
way for others, so be sure to cast your
votes online. Take a few minutes to visit
the Readers’ Choice Awards webpage
and tell us which vehicles, products

and places make life on the road easier
and more enjoyable. The deadline is
September 23, 2016. We'll announce the
gold, silver and bronze winners in each
category in the January 2017 issue.
Trailer Life Readers’ Choice Awards
www.trailerlife.com/readers-choice

MORryde’s PIN BOX SYSTEM...
SO SMOOTH YOU MAY FORGET YOU'RE TOWING

To make things even smoother
for you, our Pin Box System is
available for installation in the
aftermarket and installs in an
hour on most fifth wheels. For
more details,

Mor/ryde, Circle 137 on Reader Service Card

MORryde

2 UPTO 11/2"

UPTO 3"

Above. Beyond. Always.
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[llinois’ Salute to John Deere
Explore the history of an industrial giant

article and photos by Dave G. Houser

John Deere Pavilion in Moline, Illinois, is the world’s largest
agricultural museum, but even visitors who've never stepped
foot on a farm find it fascinating and informative.

The reason may be that it is designed from the ground
up to grab attention. The structure itself — a soaring
14,000-square-foot palace constructed almost entirely

BD EXHAUST BRAKES

LIFE DOESN’T HAVE A STOP BUTTON...BUT WE DO!

FORD 6.4L / 6.7L / 6.0L

Turbochargers on current model engines utilize variable exhaust vanes to improve turbo
response. We program the vanes to close off the exhaust when decelerating which creates
over 110 retarding HP. When applied, the transmission is down shifted, keeping engine rpm
and engine retarding force high, helping to slow the truck down.

BD TAP SHIFTER

WORKS GREAT WITH ENGINE EXHAUSTIBRAKES

FORD 6.4L / 6.0L

\ §

(r l" v,
e cmm e +
=1 234 5@ =

1-800-887-5030
sales@bd-power.com

P Now access all 5 gears with a tap 6f your finger
P Control lock-up clutch for towing and dyno testing
P Overdrive control for slower driving in town

Find your local BD outlet with the BD Locator Map
www.dealerlocator.dieselperformance.com

of glass —is
stunning, and once
inside, it imme-
diately engages
visitors as it traces
the history of

one of America’s
industrial giants.

The story began in 1837
when a young blacksmith, John Deere, invented a polished
steel plow that replaced wooden plows. Soon a fledgling
company was formed to produce thousands of plows a year,
and in 1918 it began to manufacture tractors.

The rest, as they say, is history. Today, John Deere
Company produces not only farm machinery but construc-
tion and forestry equipment as well, along with a line of
consumer lawn and garden gear.

Admission to the pavilion is free, and you can peruse
exhibits on your own or join an hour-long tour. You'll want
to begin with a look at the collection of restored antique
equipment, including Deere’s first tractor, the 1918 Waterloo
Boy. Progressing through the exhibit, you'll see how
equipment has changed through the years. You can even
climb aboard many contemporary models and watch them
in action on touch-screen video displays.

John Deere Pavilion, 309-765-1000, www.deere.com/pavilion &

FORD B,71
®

BD

New In-dash Button!
*Ford 6.7L Only

Starting at $627uso.

-

BD Brake, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card
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Holding Tanks
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A/C Shrouds

Skylights
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Aftermarket Sgecéatty Products
Available Nationwide

www.icondirect.com
1-888-362-4266
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Aftermarket Sgeealzy Products
Available Nationwide

www.icondirect.com

1-888-362-4266

ICON Fresh Water Tanks

* 6-63 Gallon Capacity

* One piece, roto-molded construction

« Spinin fittings pre-installed, or seperate
Increase your fresh water capacity or replace

your leaky water tank with a durable, impact
resistant ICON Tank.

Icon Technologies, Circle 126 on .R‘ea er | ¢



Raising the Rubber Roof

A Texas couple reached out to RV Resolutions when both
the manufacturer of their fifth-wheel and their insurance
company denied coverage for what they considered a
manufacturer’s defect:

» We purchased a 2015 Heartland Big Country fifth-
wheel from Byerly RV Center in Eureka, Missouri, in
August of 2014. On January 25, 2016, we were driving
when the rubber roof slipped out from under the front
cap and caused a radius tear in the roof. Luckily, we
were within 10 miles of United Home and RV in the
town of lowa, Louisiana.

The crew there took off the screw molding and found
that every single screw had been overtightened and broken
off when the roof had been installed at the factory. The only
thing holding it on was the caulking, and the caulking had
given way. United tucked the rubber roof back under the
cap and put on a temporary patch.

We emailed Heartland and heard back from Dustin
Burgess, who stated that, although our RV was out of
warranty, we might be eligible for a goodwill repair if
we provided more information and photos, which we
did. Burgess then referred us to Paw Paw’s Campers in
Picayune, and we were told the repair would take from
three to four weeks. We had no choice but to rent a
house to stay in while the RV was at the shop.

John Lourenssen, Paw Paw'’s service director,
contacted Burgess and was told to remove the patch, cut
the roof back 4 feet and patch in another piece of roofing
material. Lourenssen informed us that this type of repair
would not hold over time and said we should insist on
a new roof. We emailed Burgess, and he replied that
Heartland had agreed to repair but not replace the roof and
would assist with parts but would not cover the labor costs.

On the Flip Side

In addition to requests for assistance
with consumer disputes like the one
published above, Trailer Life receives
many more letters from readers who
don’t require our help in obtaining
favorable outcomes. Here's a recent
example:

» In August 2013, we bought a Forest
River Flagstaff Super Lite fifth-wheel.
When the end cap started buckling,
| made one phone call to Forest River
and talked to Rodger Beiler. He told
me to contact Reed Camper Sales in

26 TRAILERLIFE July 2016

Huntsville, Alabama, the nearest RV
facility that could do the repair work.

I made one trip to Reed Camper
and talked to Chuck White in the parts
department. To make a long story
short, my fifth-wheel is repaired and
looks great! Forest River covered

NEED HELP?

between consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessory suppliers
and service providers. After exhausting all other resources without success,

please send a typed letter to Trailer Life RV Resolutions, 2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036. Include copies of appropriate bills and
correspondence as well as a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

We contacted our agent at Nationwide Insurance, since
we were getting nowhere with Heartland. Nationwide sent
an adjuster to Paw Paw’s but ultimately denied our claim,
stating, “Wear and tear or a fault, weakness or inadequacy
in the design, workmanship, construction and materials
are specifically excluded by the policy.”

We also contacted our dealership, Byerly RV, but were
told they were at a dead end with Heartland and could not
help us. We had no choice but to pay for the roof ourselves.

We are contacting you in hopes you can help resolve
this matter.

Dan and Linda Kimberlin, Livingston, Texas

THE COMPANY RESPONDS
After sharing the Kimberlins' experience with Heartland
RV’'s customer-service department, we received the
following correspondence:

Heartland RV will agree to split the cost of the roof-
material replacement and will also cover the patch repair
that was done. Per the bill and the information provided,
Heartland will cover $4,222.95. In regard to payment for
the lodging while the unit was being repaired, Heart-
land’s warranty clearly states than any consequential and
incidental expenses like lodging are not covered.

Anthony Roberts, Customer Service

Heartland RV, Elkhart, Indiana

all the expenses, even though the
camper was more than a year out
of warranty. | was impressed by the
great service from Forest River and
the high quality of the work done by
Reed Camper.

Jim Nicholson, Athens, Alabama &R

RV Resolutions is a forum for the settlement of conflicts



WELCOME TO YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

Come discover fun and excitement, in the shade of the Palomar Mountains.
The new Pala Casino RV Resort offers comfort, fantastic amenities, and unbelievable views.
And it's just a short shuttle ride away from the four-diamond luxury of Pala Casino Spa and Resort.

100 Full-Service Sites with Grass Lawns & PicnicTables  Indoor Amenities

e 77 - 20'x55' Back-In Sites * Games, Billiard Table, Card Tables
* 06 - 20'x60" Luxury Sites with Barbecue Grills * 3 Flat-Screen TVs

* 17 - 20'x70" Pull-Through Sites e Laundromat

 20-30-50 Amp Power

® Electric, Water and Sewer Hook-Ups
* Free Wi-Fi e 5 Barbecue Grill Areas

s Cable TV ¢ Table Tennis
* Restrooms and Showers * Horseshoe Pit
L] Key Card (for access to pool, laundry and restrooms) * Fenced D'Dg Park
* iecurity I;a"rk zﬁ Hl;urs For Additional Charge
L]
- F::Easzit#:m gls?me e Clubhouse with 2 kitchens
¢ Laundry - Open 24 Hours
Luxury Resort * 3 Pets per RV ($5 per pet - 7-Day Restrictions Apply)
* Heated Swimming Pool * Early Check-In/Late Check-Out (based on availability)
e 2 Spas

For reservations: 1-844-4PALARV (1-844-472-5278)
F A L A Pala RV Resort: 11042 Hwy 76, Pala, CA 92059
CcASINO SPA RESORT .
. PalaCasino.com

b b & 4 4

FOUR DIAMOND AWARD WINNER

Outdoor Amenities

Located in Northern San Diego County.
From San Diego County & Riverside County: Take |-15 to HWY 76, go east 5 miles.
So Many Ways Te Win™ From Orange County & Los Angeles County: Take |-5 South to HWY 76, go east 23 miles.

Pala Casino Spa & Resort, Circle 143 on Reader Service Card
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SUMMER SAVINGS AT CAMPING WORLD

I Love the "90s: Camping World shoppers can revisit the last millennium’s
final decade during the | Love the "90s event, June 23 through 26. The first 50
customers each day will receive a gift, and everyone can fill up on free lunches,
Friday, June 24, and Saturday, June 25, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Look for special
savings on Doorbusters, along with other sale items and unadvertised discounts.

50th Birthday Party: Camping World's and Good Sam’s yearlong birthday cel-
ebration culminates in a party so big it spans two weekends, July 15 through
16, and 22 through 23, at all Camping World SuperCenters. In addition to extra
savings on Doorbusters, each day the first 50 customers will receive a gift,
and cake will be served from 1 to 3 p.m. to mark the twin birthdays.

Bonus Bags: Camping World customers who spend $50 or more r N = e
during any one visit this summer will receive a reusable shopping <. ,,___“'-“-;"3"'
bag, while supplies last. Bag designs will feature a 1990s theme ;
from June 20 through July 10 and showcase Camping World's

and Good Sam’s joint 50th birthdays from July 11 through 31.

Extra Savings: Good Sam members get exclusive online access to hundreds of
dollars” worth of Camping World coupons at www.goodsamclub.com/coupons.
That's in addition to RV-accessory savings and installation specials throughout
the year and 25 percent off LP-gas on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

S

AM CLUSB
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Good Sam

4000 123y E"T'g-..gw
YOUR Na.n[—:mnwh VIS
Budget Booster

Good Sam members who use the Good
Sam Camping World Visa® credit card
can now earn rewards faster with three
points per $1 spent on gas and diesel
purchases. With the exclusive Rec
Rewards program, cardholders earn
points with every purchase:

* 5 points for every $1 spent at
Camping World and on Good Sam
products and services

* 3 points for every $1 spent on fuel
and at privately owned campgrounds
in the United States and Canada

* 1 point for every $1 spent every-
where else Visa is accepted.

» Members can apply online at
www.goodsamcampingworldvisa.com,
by phone at 844-271-2591 (TDD/TTY:
888-819-1918] or in person at any
Camping World SuperCenter.

This offer is subject to credit approval. The Rec Rewards program
is provided by Comenity Capital Bank, and its terms may dis-
continue or change at any time. For full Rewards terms and
conditions, please visit www.comenity.net/goodsamcampingworld.
The Good Sam Camping World Visa and Visa Signature cards are
issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license from Visa
U.S.A. Inc.

To find all 120 Camping World SuperCenters, driving directions, hours and available services, go to www.campingworld.com/stores.

Good Sam RVer of the Year: Who Will Wear the 2016 Halo?

In online voting last fall, Life members Bill and France
Moriarty captured the Good Sam Club’s RVer of the Year
title for 2015. The perennial volunteers not only won $500
in Camping World merchandise certificates, their chosen
charity, Habitat for Humanity Care-A-Vanners, received

a $3,000 donation from the Good Sam Club. As the 2015
winners, the Moriartys joined an elite group of do-gooders

dating back to 2008 when Richard Daniels won the inaugural
award for founding a network of homeless-animal shelters.

» To nominate a public-spirited Good Sam Club member or
couple for the 2016 RVer of the Year award before the July 15
deadline, go to www.goodsamclub.com/rveroftheyear. You
can even nominate yourself and promote your favorite cause.

RVers of the Year, past and present: Richard Daniels (2008), Sue and Monty Scales [2009] Marilyn and Don Buller (2010), Joyce and John
Williams (2011), Fred Moore (2012), Joan and Frank Anderson (2013), Ken and Diane Wagner (2014), and France and Bill Moriarty (2015).




GOING PLACES WITH GOOD SAM

REGIONAL EVENTS
Don’t miss the chance to
connect with fellow Good Sam
Club members at the following
RV-friendly gatherings.

Jenny Brook Bluegrass Festival
June 23 through 26

Tunbridge World's Fairgrounds
Tunbridge, Vermont

Country Fest/Mark Chestnut
June 24 and 25

Red Barn Convention Center
Winchester, Ohio

Rocks, Ribs and Ridges Festival
June 25 and 26

Sussex County Fairgrounds
Augusta, New Jersey

._ |' |

Oregon Jamboree
July 29 through 31
Sweet Home, Oregon

Country Fest/Moe Bandy
August 5 and 6

Red Barn Convention Center
Winchester, Ohio

Fall Festival at the Beach
September 8 through 15
Johnny’s Lakeside RV Resort
Foley, Alabama

Great Prosser Balloon Rally
September 23 through 25
Wine Country RV Resort
Prosser, Washington

Norsk Hgstfest

September 28

through October 1

North Dakota State Fairgrounds
Minot, North Dakota

Great Prosser Balloon Rally:

Soaring over central Washington.

Country Fest/
Bellamy Brothers
October 7 and 8
Red Barn Convention Center
Winchester, Ohio

Sun Valley Jazz

and Music Festival

October 19 through 23

Sun Valley and Ketchum, Idaho

Beer and Wine at the Vines
November 4 through 6
Vines RV Resort

Paso Robles, California

» Find the full schedule of
Good Sam events, including
State/Provincial Rallies, at

www.goodsamclub.com/events.

RV TOURS

Seasoned travel planners at
Fantasy RV Tours sweat the
details so Good Sam Club
members can experience
must-see destinations.

Calgary Stampede: World-class
cowboys and midway thrills.

Calgary Stampede Rodeo Rally
July 13 through 18

Autumn in New England Tour
September 20 through October 17

Albuquerque Balloon
Fiesta Rally
October 7 through 10

New Orleans Culinary
Christmas Rally
December 6 through 12

» For more information about
members-only guided RV tours
or to make a reservation, visit
www.fantasyrvtours.com/
goodsam or call Fantasy RV
Tours at 800-453-9511.

Two Ways to Save at Pilot Flying J

O Swiping the Good Sam Club Swipe

& Save membership card at the Pilot
and Flying J fuel pumps gets members
instant savings on gasoline and diesel.

® Applying for the Pilot Flying J RV
Plus charge card can save members
even more on gasoline and diesel fuel,

RV Plus cruge can

LP-gas and dump-station fees.

Swipe & Save Membership Card Pilot Flying J RV Plus Charge Card
Savings for All Membership Levels Good Sam Member Savings | Deluxe Member Savings | Life Member Savings | Elite Member Savings
Gas (U.S.) 3¢ per gallon 4g per gallon 5¢ per gallon 6¢ per gallon Te per gallon
Diesel (U.S.) 3¢ per gallon 6¢ per gallon 7e per gallon 8¢ per gallon 9¢ per gallon
Gas/Diesel (Canada)  1¢ per liter 1¢ per liter 1¢ per liter 2¢ per liter 2¢ per liter
LP-Gas 5¢ per gallon 10¢ per gallon 10¢ per gallon 10¢ per gallon 10¢ per gallon
Dump-Station Fees $2.50 $5 $5 $5 $5

» Good Sam members can apply for the RV Plus charge card at www.goodsamclub.com/pfj or by calling RV Plus customer
service at 855-478-7587. The website also links to a guide to the more than 650 Pilot and Flying J travel centers and travel
.. plazas throughout North America with information on restaurants, RV lanes, RV parking, LP-gas and dump stations.

© BEAM US UP, SCOTTY The Good Sam Club and Camping World weren’t the only stellar debuts of 1966.

Captain Kirk and the rest of the Enterprise crew boldly went where no man had gone before when Star Trek launched on
NBC that fall. Judging from the franchise’s longevity, Spock’s Vulcan salute “Live long and prosper” had the desired effect.

GOOD SAM CLUB | 800-234-3450 | WWW.GOODSAMCLUB.COM | INFO@GOODSAMCLUB.COM



| """"__";Augusta mtroduces the AB-3!

A Great Ambltlon
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here’s no questlon that when people embark Un | one would expect for such a well-equipped rig. And, since its

a path to extended or full-time RV living, the most 5 fifth-wheels are sold directly from the manufacturer, buyers

difficult part of the journey is choosing the right rig. get a lot of bang for their bucks.

For this type of RV travel, the fifth-wheel is a popu- The Ambition AB-35RS is new for model year 2017, and
lar choice. Finding a fifth-wheel that will meet all expecta- the triple-slide format makes it fit for full-timing use right
tions takes some study and time in the field. It's easy to get out of the box. Knowing that it’s a fifth-wheel that will spend
wrapped up in the visual “gingerbread” and try to keep costs great amounts of time on the road, Augusta concentrates
low, but the reality of spending a great amount of time in a on building a robust chassis and suspension. The company
fifth-wheel can be fulfilled only by a product that will hold up starts with stout 12-inch I-beam main rails and completes
well under hard use. It's tempting to take the best deal, but the chassis using Dexter axles rated at 8,000 pounds and fit-
read the fine print. ted with multi-piston automotive-style disc brakes. Attached

Many manufacturers warn against full-time living. to the axles is the MORryde SRE4000 suspension system,
Augusta RV, a company with only a few years under its belt, allowing for a full 4 inches of suspension travel and greatly
promotes the opposite. The company builds fifth-wheels that | improving overall ride smoothness while helping to reduce
are designed to spend more time on the road than in stor- unnecessary frame stress or highway-impact damage to the
age, and its Ambition AB-35RS is just one example of a unit body and its contents.
intended for full-time use but with a price tag well below what Top-notch Goodyear 215/75R17.5 H-rated tires are

Handsome graphics that are not flashy enhance the Ambition AB-35RS’s gel-coated hung-fiberglass exterior.
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article by Kevin Livingston photos by Scott Hirko

mounted on good-looking eight-spoke
aluminum wheels. A six-point Equal-
izer hydraulic leveling system, which
has been backlit by the glow of blue
LED accent lights at all legs, rounds
out the attachments to the chassis.
It's clear that the company has cut

no corners in building a chassis that
should ultimately provide long life and
a pleasant towing experience.

Inside, the floorplan is not unique,
but additional touches added to con-
ventional segments bring out a lot of
personality. The rear section is devoted
to the living room with theater seating
and an opposing entertainment center,
connected to the kitchen. A large island
counter is the focal point of the roomy
galley, and opposing slides open up the
area tremendously. Up the stairs takes
you to the side bath and front bedroom
that’s big enough to handle the king
mattress and gigantic front closet.

Once aboard the very inviting,
comfortable and super homey-feeling
interior, it's easy to appreciate the de-
sign elements and nice touches that
rival a high-end house. Here you'll find
an abundant use of lightly shaded natu-
ral solid cherry-wood doors and draw-
ers that lead to large storage areas.

All the cabinetry is built solidly using
dovetail drawers for more strength, and
standard self-closing guides.

The heavy use of the golden-toned
woodwork directs your attention im-
mediately to the theater seating resting
in the streetside living-room slideout.
The dual reclining theater seats appear
to be perfect for the environment from

The large island structure with a hard-surface countertop and stainless-steel double sink help
make the galley more homelike. Galley users have easy access to all appliances. An adjacent
50-inch TV with a fireplace below is directly across from theater seating.

first glance, offering roominess, access
to entertainment, cupholders and a
plush feel; however, almost all of that
goes to the wayside once attempting to
maintain a reclined position. The seats
are comfy, but unless you're a body
builder with the ability to hold the seats
open, they simply won't stay in the
desired position. We would opt for the
company’s upgraded furniture when
ordering the fifth-wheel.

There’s no doubt the theater seating
provides an amazing view and an ideal
distance to the huge 50-inch LED HDTV,
which also doubles as a door, giving
access to a number of shelves and the
Bluetooth-enabled entertainment sys-
tem behind it. The rear wall of the fifth-
wheel is occupied mostly by the 85-inch
hide-a-bed sofa, which we found to eas-
ily promote midday napping.

Resting just above the rock-solid
foundation is the flooring, which blends
nicely with the overall decor package.
Here you'll see materials commonly

A big-screen LED
HDTV is mounted on
a hinge that allows
it to swing open to

provide access to
additional storage
shelving and a Blue-
tooth-enabled enter-
tainment system.

found in custom homes, which sets this
fifth-wheel apart from many others

on the market. While the hard-surface
flooring may have a slightly strange feel
to bare feet, there’s no question about
the quality, serious durability and origi-
nality of installing individual hand-laid
tiles in a pleasant-looking pattern. ULti-
mately, this allows for a one-of-a-kind
custom-home feel.

Taking up a large portion of the
lower section of the fifth-wheel is the
extra-functional and user-friendly
kitchen. A lot of real estate is devoted
to the island with a one-piece solid-
surface counter, stainless-steel sinks
and a high-rise faucet. Integrated into
the impressive island is just the right
mix of modern technology, strategically
located. The tech-top, for lack of a bet-
ter description, has an undercounter
charging station, essentially making
this a “smart island.”

Directly across from the island lies
another solid-surface prep area to
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the left of a stainless-steel-trimmed

residential range. This is an interest- AUGUSTA

ing addition and one that is not yet that

common. With the use of residential TV/FIREPLACE REFR'?ERATOR

refrigerators, like the stainless-steel- I Bl l p ! DRYER PREP

clad LG in the Ambition, it makes sense N — " 4 KING BED

that some manufacturers will look for [ ]

compact residential stoves and ovens, i < m ) D

suitably code-approved for use in an RV, Q

and might even set a new trend. "N N
Stationed above the stove is a large -Tl S | I : \\

stainless convection microwave. Below i ] i m / il s iioide

the small strip of counter next to the )

stove is a pu[[out counter extension and THEATER SEATING DINING TABLE AND CHAIRS

a matching solid-surface cutting board

with a square hole in the end for sliding

scraps directly into the included and everywhere for everything, but the layout | most lighting of any fifth-wheel currently

aligned trash can. This is a valuable fea- | is second to none. Within no more than on the market, and we don't think it's a

ture for any cook, but the mechanism two steps, the entire kitchen can be false claim. The Ambition is absolutely

could use a few more screws and a little = reached and manipulated. We loved this loaded from top to bottom, front to back,

glue to function as designed. kitchen! Oh, did we mention just how inside and out with lights of all kinds,
Close to the refrigerator is an much cabinet space there is, t00? sizes and colors. Inside, the massive

easy-to-reach, lighted, almost-walk-in No need to worry about seeing number of recessed LED lights ranges

pantry. The galley storage in the Ambi- clearly in the kitchen or anywhere else from dim-white to bright lights, mood

tion was hands-down one of our all-time | inside, as the Ambition is guaranteed by | lighting to blue lighting and nearly all
favorites. Not only is there ample space the manufacturer to be outfitted with the | that fits between — there’s even a selec-

Introducing the NEW Suspension Alignment System by c@

ALIGN IT: CORRECT TRACK

misalignment that is often'caliced by unbalanced RV weig )

bolts onte your existing spring axle hangers and allows Camping World to adjust alignment in }4-inch
increments to provide a smoother ride and prevent premature tire wear.

BENEFITS:

» Trailer tows with the tow vehicle, not ag

A misaligned suspension A properly aligned » Tires run smoother and cooler
can cause uneven tow and  suspension tows straighter « Better fuel economy
irregular tire wear, and can improve fuel mileage. .

Adjust your alignment in 1/4-inch increments Visit a Camping World SuperCenter or call to schedule your alignment inspection

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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Discover the Sleep Number® Difference

With Advanced DualAir™ technology, you can adjust the firmness

on each side of your Sleep Number® r5 bed at the simple touch of a
button. So you can both wake up refreshed and rejuvenated, ready to
face whatever the day may bring.

NEW!DualAir™ technology:

e Lets you name your side of the bed, so that it can refer to you by
name

e Finds your individual Sleep Number for you

e Tells you when there is an issue and how to directly reach Sleep
Number for assistance

Sleep Number® r5 Bed
® NEW! Comfort layer for responsive and resilient support
© NEW! Intuitive, wireless Sleep Number® remote

In Clinical Studies ...

Fits Your RV Lifestyle 93%
¢ Designed for your vehicle

¢ Decades of durability 89%
e Lighter on the road =
e Several sizes for your RV /7"

&3 CAMPING WORLD

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

Sleep Number®
Remote Features

My Sleep Number®
Setting Button

—— Side Button

Up/Firmer
Down/Softer

Menu/Select

CampingWorld.com/sleepnumber | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide

Offer valid through 5/8/16 only at Camping World SuperCenters. Picture may represent features and options available at additional cost. *For a summary of clinical studies,
visit sleepnumber.com. See a Camping World Associate for details and restrictions. SLEEP NUMBER, SELECT COMFORT and the Double Arrow Design are registered trademarks of

Select Comfort Corporation. ©2016 Select Comfort Corporation
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tion of dimmer switches throughout.

Since the Ambition is apparently
aiming to be a fully loaded fifth-wheel
with innovations exclusive to the market
segment, utilizing the right balance of
classic RV features with an appropri-
ate touch of tech, there’s no way the
bathroom would be overlooked, and it
wasn't. Augusta opted to mix a little old
with new, taking a different approach to
how a lavatory sink and faucet should
look. Kudos to the company for its bath-
room design and component selection
with the use of a cultured marble-like
one-piece counter and sink, borrowed
directly from the residential market,
and a waterfall faucet protruding out
of a frosted-glass backsplash. The sur-
prisingly roomy sink setup nestles into
the wall right below a mirrored double-
door medicine cabinet.

Aside from the updated look,
the bathroom houses a high-quality
Dometic 320 porcelain toilet and a
relatively common fiberglass shower

A waterfall faucet is a great addition to the
bathroom. Sliding doors open wide to easily
hop in and out of the extra-large shower.

enclosure, supported by glass sliding
doors, a molded shower seat and a
shower wand that left much to be de-
sired. On the plus side, the shower is
exceptionally roomy.

It's only a short trip down the hall-
way to the master bedroom, but keep
your eyes open. In those few feet, if not
paying attention to the hallway win-
dow covering while walking around or
having your back turned, it'll bite you
hard. Perhaps leaving out the window
covering would be more appropri-
ate, or even a smaller window placed
farther up the wall and out of the way.
Aside from that small observation, the
unparalleled slumber quality provided
by the residential [-Rest Cool-Gel king
mattress is literally a step away. Take
it from someone with sleep-related
issues, this mattress is wonderful and

promoted restful nights.

While the mattress takes up the
majority of the front section, which is
expanded by the streetside slideout,
there is plenty of space allocated for
the wardrobe and related cabinetry.
The wardrobe is huge, and shelves and
cubbyholes placed throughout swal-
low up a lot of clothing and personal
items. Lighting with a blue-purple hue

BEDLOCKER

e

ELECTRIC:

THETRUCK GOVER THAT PULLS ITS WEIGHT

Bedlocker® stands alone as the secure, remote-control retractable cover that’s ideal when you’re hauling
any type of trailer. It opens or closes in less than 30 seconds and can stop at any point.

« Great for fifth-wheel hitches; keeps the latch
securely locked away when not in use

« Hands-free remote operation from truck or trailer
» Powerful electric motor wires to your truck battery

dead battery
» No-drill installation
« Three-year warranty

» Heavy-duty, powder-coated aluminum exterior

retracts into canister

To learn more, visit www.Pace-Edwards.com

Pace Edwards, Circle 142 on Reader Service Card

- Manual override release in case of lost remotes or
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The I-Rest Cool-Gel mattress takes up most
of the bedroom and helps occupants sleep
the night away. The front closet will handle
big wardrobes. The dresser with a built-in
TV is positioned in front of the bed.

adds a touch of class. Inside the front
closet area are provisions for a washer
and dryer, which can be used as a large
dresser if the laundry facilities are not
needed. Another dresser is in front of
the bed, and here a 32-inch LED HDTV
is mounted, with provisions for a satel-
lite receiver.

While staying in the AB-35RS during
rapidly changing inclement weather, it
was obvious just how well the insulation
was done, leading to true four-season
protection. The Ambition utilizes com-
bined fiberglass and thermal-wrap
insulation throughout the underbelly,
tucking them into all the floor and
side-wall crevices.

To keep up with creature comforts,
one more area claimed to be unique to
Augusta RV and its Ambition is the su-
per-adjustable and powerful, quick-re-
acting interior climate system, complete
with multiple zones, furnaces and air
conditioners. Combining Atwood'’s intel-
ligent multi-location digital thermostat
with the two 20,000-Btu furnaces and
two15,000-Btu air conditioners ensures
there’s never a shortage or a long wait
for a cool, soothing breeze or heated air.

The heating system also utilizes a
portion of one of the two furnaces to
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supply warm air down to the holding
tanks, aiding the already well-equipped
four-season prepping. Finalizing the
four-season foundation are heat pads
for all tanks, topped off by a single piece
of polypropylene plastic that seals the
entire underbelly.

Another area where the Ambition
stands out is its wall-construction
methods. Augusta hangs the side walls
on a 2.25-inch-thick welded-aluminum
superstructure that uses 16-inch on-
center stud framing. The aforemen-
tioned fiberglass insulation is paired
with Thermopane windows to improve
the trailer’s four-season capability.

Closely mimicking the general
building process, the three slideouts
are crafted using the same construction
techniques as the side walls, maintain-
ing high strength and rigidity. To assure
proper alignment between the side
walls and corresponding slideouts, spe-
cial bracing is added and kept in place
until the marriage of the slideout to the
side wall. Smooth gelcoat fiberglass
skin graces the exterior that’s treated to
a rather conservative graphics package
that exudes more class than flash. Stor-
age-wise, the main forward exterior-
access storage compartment is huge

SPECIFICATIONS

AUGUSTA AMBITION AB-35RS

Exterior Length 36' 9"
Exterior Width 8'6"
Exterior Height 13" 4"
Interior Width 711"
Interior Height 77

Construction Aluminum frame
with 16" on center studs, 2.25" hung
walls, fiberglass insulation, gelcoat
fiberglass exterior, rubber roof

79 gal.
40/80 gal.
14 gal.

16 gal.

20.7 cu. ft.

(2) 20,000 Btu
(2) 15,000 Btu
75 amp

1,800 watt

(2) Group 27
215/75R17.5LR H

MORryde
SRE 4000

Weight (freshwater, water heater,
LP-gas full; no cargo) 15,270 lbs.

Hitch Weight 3,310 lbs.
Axle Weight 11,960 lbs.
GVWR 19,100 lbs.
GAWR 8,000 lbs.
Cargo Carrying Cap. 3,830 lbs.
Base MSRP $75,500*
As-Tested MSRP $81,100*
Warranty

Freshwater Cap.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap.
LP-Gas Cap.
Water-Heater Cap.
Refrigerator
Furnace

Air Conditioner
Converter

Inverter

Battery

Tires

Suspension

1 year/standard, 3 years/
structural, 5 years/delamination

*Factory-direct pricing

844-848-0200
www.augusta-rv.com/ambition
Circle 165 on Reader Service Card

with nicely concealed access to the cen-
tral vacuum and other service items. Up
front, part of the compartment is used
for the batteries and power inverter.

In a relatively short time, Augusta
has figured out how to build fifth-
wheels that appeal to people whose
desire is to spend a lot of time on the
road and in RV parks. The Ambition
gets it right and should provide many
years of service for those who want
comfort and quality plus all the bells
and whistles at a reasonable price. &
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A nfsé_ander along the sweeping northwest coast of Lake Supqrim
wthe largest freshwater lake in the world, reveals hiking trails, a histori
thouse and a folk school that preserves the heritage of Minn
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n November 10, 1975, the S.S. Edmund

Fitzgerald, a 719-foot cargo ship loaded

with iron ore, was making headway across

Lake Superior when a severe storm hit. The
immense lake roiled with 30-foot waves and gale-force
winds, claiming the ship and her crew of 29 and making
headlines. Newsweek carried the story, inspiring singer-
songwriter Gordon Lightfoot to compose his famous ballad
immortalizing the shipwreck.

| was 14 years old at the time. | don’t remember the
wreck, but the song about the Edmund Fitzgerald's final
hours and “the big lake they call Gitche Gumee” touched my
soul. Forty-one years later, the tune remains a favorite. Last
summer, after traveling the northwest shoreline of Lake
Superior from Duluth to Grand Marais, Minnesota, Gitche
Gumee is now a favorite camping destination as well.

My husband, Jack, and | went there on a hunch. While
planning a road trip from the Adirondacks in upstate New
York to our home in Montana, Lake Superior caught our eye.
It's hard to miss it on a map. The largest of the Great Lakes
and the largest freshwater lake in the world by surface area
(31,700 square miles), the enormous glacially carved basin
on the U.S.-Canada border is 350 miles at its longest point
and 160 miles at its widest. However, with 1,826 miles of
shoreline (not counting islands), Lake Superior could supply
a decade of pit stops on our east-west route. We never did
narrow it down to just one.

Our road atlas revealed little at first glance, just Highway
61, which traveled close to the shoreline through a seaside-
sounding town called Two Harbors, a ski town called Lutsen,
French-sounding Grand Marais and a smattering of small
villages sparsely spread along the 145-mile route from
Duluth to Grand Portage at the Canadian border.

Upon closer inspection, Highway 61, the North Shore
Scenic Drive, is considered an All-American Road Scenic
Byway. The unpopulated shoreline seemed to have a state
campground every dozen miles or so. Then | noticed a
historic site called Split Rock Lighthouse and a nearby place
called Castle Danger. A hiking trail seemed to wind its way
north slightly inland from the road.

Lakeside camping, a historic lighthouse, hiking and a
precariously named place — Lake Superior’s northwest
shore was a destination! Once there, we discovered a mix of
intriguing sites, tasty local fare and recreational opportunities,
plus a traditional folk school with classes for visitors like us.

First Impression. Heading north from Duluth on
Highway 61, we passed through the Silver Creek Tunnel,
which cut through a rock cliff above the shoreline. Just past
the tunnel exit, we pulled over at a scenic overlook for a view
of the lake. During the 17th century, the Ojibwe, a Native
American people also known as the Chippewa, migrated
westward from the mouth of the St. Lawrence River to the
Great Lakes. They called Lake Superior “Gitche,” which
translates to “great water” or “great sea.” Watching the blue
waves roll on and on to the horizon, Gitche Gumee looked
more ocean than lake.

It acts like one, too. When the weather is fair and calm,
the lake is a gentle giant, massaging its rocky shore with
mellow waves and enticing sailors, motor-boaters, anglers
and paddlers to enjoy its waters. But it can turn moody
without warning. A strong westerly wind will coax it into a
violent frenzy, which is what happened that fateful evening

uperior’s-northwest shoreline

- . = .
-Minnesota’s answer to Big Sur. ==~ &=

4 Hiking Trail, a310-mile path tha

‘follows the rocky ridgeline abov:

July 2016 TRAILER

LIFE 39




SHIPWRECK SHORELINE

(Above, from left) Admiring one of the many waterfalls along the trails near Split Rock

kg £ e

Lighthouse. A hiker examines the lighthouse’s namesake rock formation. (Bottom) From a
high point along the Superior Hiking trail, the author savors a view of the lake.

in November 1975 when the famed
Edmund Fitzgerald sank. Luckily, the
midsummer forecast during our visit
was sunny and warm. The dramatic
view north along the heavily timbered,
cliffy shoreline and across the endless
water instilled a welcome anticipation in
us. To a couple who enjoys the outdoors,
free of crowds and full of nature, we had
found the Big Sur of Minnesota.

Biking. At the Silver Creek pullout,
we also discovered the Gitchi-Gami bike
path. About 25 miles of the proposed
88-mile paved recreation trail is
complete. Several cyclists pedaled by
us, along with a couple of joggers and

o
MINNESOTA

Split Rock
Lighthouse

5

KnifeRiver . ~wo Harbors

‘@ ¢ Duluth

dog walkers. The path parallels the
shoreline and eventually follows it all
the way to Grand Marais. Cleverly, the
completed sections are adjacent to the
campgrounds and towns along the lake,
with most of the voids on stretches that
are the farthest from the places where
the average person is likely to ride.
Camping. We continued north
toward our campsite at Gooseberry
Falls State Park, the first of the eight
state parks along Highway 61 about 40
miles north of Duluth. There are two
ways to visit the northwest shore of
Lake Superior, either wending one’s
way up the shoreline, staying at a

NORTH SHORE SCENIC DRIVE

Minnesota Highway 61, an All-American Road Scenic Byway, travels 145 miles up
the northwest shoreline of Lake Superior from Duluth to Grand Portage.
www.superiorbyways.com/routes/north-shore-scenic-drive

LAKE SUPERIOR
STATS AND FACTS

Lake Superior is the coldest, deepest
and highest in elevation of the five Great
Lakes and contains 10 percent of the
world’s fresh water. There is enough
water in Lake Superior to submerge
North and South America in 12 inches of
water. Lake Superior is the western start
of the 2,342-mile-long St. Lawrence
Seaway, and Duluth, the westernmost
point of Lake Superior, is the farthest
inland of any port in the world.

It is said that this great lake “never
gives up her dead” because of its low
water temperature. With an average
temperature of 40 degrees Fahrenheit,
the water is so cold, it inhibits the growth
of bacteria that causes bodies to bloat
and then rise to the surface. Divers
typically find victims fully preserved years
afterward. During most winters, 40 to 95
percent of the lake’s surface freezes over;
however, the lake freezes completely only
once every 15 to 20 years.

e Surface area: 31,700 square miles

¢ Average depth: 489 feet

¢ Deepest point: 1,333 feet

o Average water temperature: 40 degrees F

e Shore length: 1,826 miles, plus 900
miles of island shoreline

e Length (at longest point): 350 miles

* Width (at widest point): 160 miles

e Number of fish species: 78

¢ Average underwater visibility: 24 feet

o Tallest known wave: 51 feet

e Number of shipwrecks: 350
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Coach House’ makes a quieter, more durable RV

ost motorhome bodies are Our one-piece shell is more costly e Professionally decorated interiors
I\/l made of multiple pieces of fiber- and difficult to make, but we wouldn't with solid-surface countertops,
glass that are joined together have it any other way. Nor would our porcelain toilets, name-brand
— and every seam is a potential leak or  loyal customers, some of whom are now appliances, 32-inch HDTV, and
squeak. driving their fourth or even fifth Coach more.

Coach House is different. The Coach  House motorhome! e Choice of chassis: Ford E-450 (gas)
House Platinum® and Platinum II1® are Beyond the unique one-piece shell, or Mercedes Sprinter (diesel).
constructed with a patented one-piece  here are some of the other factors that ¢ Nationwide warranty service.
hand-laid fiberglass shell, reinforced make the downsized Platinum and e High ratings for ride and safety.
with carbon fiber. The result is an RV that  Platinum Il your best motorhome value:
is quieter and more durable than one ® More standard features than any | (92 Yy

other motorhome in their class.

BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE! VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT

Coach House motorhomes are sold direct from the
factory — there is no middleman. The “Coach House
Buying Experience” includes: personal attention from
courteous employees; a generous trade-in allowance
for your current RV; on-the-spot financing (for qualified
buyers); and instruction in how to operate your new RV.

See for yourself what makes a Coach House motor-

= home so special. Visit our factory at |-75 exit 195 near
Venice, Fla., where a knowledgeable salesperson
can take you on a personal plant tour and show you
the latest models on display in our showroom. Open
9 a.m.to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday or by appointment.

COACH HOUSE, INC. 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE - NOKOMIS, FL 34275 (941)485-0984 TOLL-FREE 1-800-235-0984
VISIT US ONLINEAT www.coachhouserv.com- PLANT TOURS AVAILABLE. PLEASE CALL AHEAD.
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different campground each evening,
or picking one and traveling from it

to various points of interest each day.
There’s no wrong choice. Each park is
well maintained and near the water,
with its own interesting historical and

natural sites and educational programs.

We opted for Gooseberry Falls
State Park for our entire visit, to take
a break from our bigger cross-country
trip. The 1,682-acre park is located
near the mouth of the Gooseberry
River and boasts five hike-to waterfalls,
the largest and closest of which is
handicap-accessible, and access to the
Gitchi-Gami bike trail and the Superior
Hiking Trail, a visitor center and several
historic buildings.

Two Harbors. En route to
Gooseberry Falls, we stopped in Two
Harbors, a pretty waterside village
overlooking Agate Bay. We took tours
of the local lighthouse (the oldest
operating lighthouse in Minnesota) and
the Edna G, the last working coal-fed,
steam-powered tugboat on the Great

Lakes. After watching a couple of
“lakers” (ocean-bound cargo ships]
depart the bay, we poked around the
cute shops in town, then stopped in at
the Castle Danger microbrewery.

The brewery proved perilously tasty,
whereas the actual settlement of Castle
Danger, several miles north of Two
Harbors, was little more than a benign
blip on the highway, so-named either
because the cliffs there resemble a
castle or because a boat named Castle
ran aground there years ago.

Superior Hiking Trail. While in Two
Harbors, we picked up several section-
maps for the Superior Hiking Trail at the
trail association’s headquarters located
on the main street (Highway 61). The
Superior Hiking Trail (SHT), a 296-mile
footpath, follows the ridgeline above the
lake with detours inland to ponds, rivers
and waterfalls. There are seemingly
endless possibilities for hiking along
the trail and its various spurs. A shuttle
allows hikers to explore a north-south
section without the need for two cars.

To narrow the choices, we disregarded
the shuttle and limited ourselves to loop
hikes, which start and end at the same
place, but even that strategy presented
too many options.

“What do you want to see on
your hike?” asked one of the friendly

The MOST POWERFUL odor control!

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




(Above, from left) Handmade skis on display in Grand Marais’ North House Folk School,

a haven for the region’s traditional crafts. Anchored in a small cove, sailboats bob in the

morning mist. The head of a huge fiberglass walleye pokes out from one corner of the iconic

Beaver House bait shop in Grand Marais, and its tail pops out the other side.

volunteers at the trail association’s
office, “How far do you want to walk?”

“Something about 5 miles long with
waterfalls and a view of Lake Superior
would be great,” | replied.

“Rivers with fish in them,” added
Jack, an avid angler. Lake Superior and
its 200 tributaries support 88 different
species of native and non-native fish,

MOBILE SUITES -

including trout, salmon, walleye, pike,
bass and various pan fish.

We settled on the Split Rock River
Loop. It offered all of our criteria, and
the trailhead was near the Split Rock
Lighthouse in Split Rock State Park
where we wanted to go after our hike.
The next morning, we drove to the
trailhead at a wayside rest area just

LAKE OF MANY NAMES

Most people believe Lake Superior
is so named because it is superior in
size to the other Great Lakes. That's

true, at least from the British point of
view, though the lake has also been
called Gitche Gumee (spelled various
ways) or “the shining blue seawater,”
“great water” or “great sea” by the
Ojibwe (Chippewa) who inhabited the
area about 500 years ago. French
explorers during the 1600s and the
fur trappers who followed them
called it “le lac Supérieur,” which
translates to “Upper Lake” — in this
case, the lake above Lake Huron.
Shortly after that, Jesuit missionaries
in the area referred to it as “lac Tracy”
after Marquis Alexandre de Prouville
de Tracy, a French aristocrat who
initiated the war that left the lroquois

and Mohawk nations under French
rule and forced them to accept Cathol-
icism. After the British gained control
of the region following the French

and Indian War, they Anglicized le lac
Supérieur to Lake Superior.

L N
ULLHQUSE

FULLHOUSE

DRV | 0160W 750 N » PO Box 235 « Howe, IN46746 | 260-562-1075 | www.drvsuites.com | Follow DRV n u

DRV, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card
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south of the mouth of the Split Rock
River. The route went inland, up one

side of the river then down the other,
primarily on the SHT. It passed a number
of pretty cascades and pools, eventually
reaching two rhyolite pillars, the split
rock for which the river, the lighthouse
and the state park are named.

After crossing a bridge over the
river, we turned back toward the lake.
The path followed a ridge with breath-
taking views across the water. We rested
briefly at a small lean-to then dropped
down to Highway 61, closing the loop by
walking a short way along the bike trail.
With little vertical climb and excellent
footing, the hike was not difficult, and it
proved a perfect SHT sampler.

Split Rock Lighthouse. The 54-
foot-tall Split Rock Lighthouse was
another high point of Lake Superior’s
northwest coast, both literally and figu-
ratively. Built atop a 130-foot cliff, the
national historic landmark first cast its
beacon, which reaches up to 22 miles,
in 1910. The lighthouse was built in

response to a tragic storm five years
earlier during which 29 ships sank or
ran aground. On the way into the visitor
center, we paused by an enormous
anchor, salvaged from the schooner-
barge Madeira, one of the casualties

of that storm.

Towed like a barge but also with
sails, schooner-barges evolved from
wooden sailing ships on the Great Lakes
in the late 1800s. Steamships towed the
schooner-barges, laden with grain, ore
and other commodities. As the Madeira
heaved and smashed against the rocks,
a brave member of the crew jumped
ashore with a safety line amidst the
battering waves, helping eight other
men to safety. By coincidence, the
tugboat Edna G rescued the stranded
survivors after the storm abated.

Split Rock Lighthouse was de-
commissioned in 1969. Since then,
the Minnesota Historical Society has
maintained it as the centerpiece of
Split Rock Lighthouse State Park. The
lighthouse campus includes the tower,

a fog-signal building with immense
horns on its lakeward facade, houses
and barns where the lightkeepers
resided and a boathouse.

After climbing the lighthouse,
we followed a path to a long concrete
staircase, which sloped steeply down
to the water. It descended next to the
ruins of an old tramway, a rail system
that was used to hoist supplies from
the boathouse to the top of the cliff.
Standing on the boulder-strewn beach,
the lighthouse loomed above us as a
stalwart landmark and a reminder of
the many sailors who lost their lives
to the lake in the past 150 years.

Grand Marais. The next day we
continued up the coast, hoping to rent
kayaks in Grand Marais for a paddle on
the lake, but the day brought pea-soup
fog. Lake Superior is so large that it
impacts the regional weather. Like
a sea, it has onshore and offshore
breezes. When the wind carries warm,
humid air from the land over the chilly
water, it condenses, forming fog and

a
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Easy to Carry, Easy to Set Up, Easy to Paddle, Easy to Store!

i SERERLE

Ground Shipping
to 48 contiguous US

America’s
| Most
Popular
Inflatable
Kayak

Packs in
abag

Our Sea Eagle 370 inflatable kayak provides instant adventure to go! This large 12’ 6” inflatable kayak ) -
packs to the size of a small duffel bag, inflates in less than 8 minutes and can be used almost anywhere
there is water. Paddle wild rivers, remote ponds, scenic lakes... even ocean surf! The SE370 weighs just
32 Ibs., holds up to 650 Ibs. of people & gear. This great inflatable kayak features 2 deluxe kayak seats
with deluxe valves, 2 skegs for better tracking, 5 deluxe air valves, drain valve, rigid I-beam floor, spray
skirts & carry handles.

Join us on li/SeaEagIeBoats

Special Package Price - Sea Eagle 370 Pro Package includes: 2 8" 4-Part Aluminum Paddles, 2 Deluxe
Kayak Seats, Foot Pump, Repair Kit and Nylon Shoulder Strap Carry Bag that holds it all.

NOW ONLY FOR $349* with FREE Ground Shipping to 48 contiguous U.S.

ﬁ@
SERERGLE com

6 month Trial Guarantee / 3 Year Warranty Against Defects.

Visit SeaEagle.com or Call 1-800-748-8066
Mon-Fri, 9-5 EST

Dept. TLO76B, 19 N. Columbia St.,
Suite 1, Port Jefferson, NY 11777

Sea Eagle, Circle 151 on Reader Service Card
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Retirement isn’t slowing the Murphys down,
especially now that they have an Open Range
3X. The ultimate in luxury, it has everything
they need for their next adventure — and
everything you need for yours, too!

Each quarter in 2016, we're giving away
$5,000 towards a new Highland Ridge RV.
Don't miss your chance to win! Register at

and enter
promo code

[
nghland Only one registration per drawing is allowed. The winner must purchase a new Highland Ridge RV prior to
_RI DGE RV December 31, 2016. For the complete set of rules and regulations, visit highlandridgerv.com/ownyours/rules.

Highland Ridge RV, Inc., Circle 123 on Reader Service Card
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thwarting any water-bound activities.

Instead, we visited the North
House Folk School by the harbor
in Grand Marais. The school offers
classes in traditional arts and crafts
that reflect the heritage of northern
Minnesota. Anyone can sign up for
classes in such time-honored skills
such as bread baking, woodcarving,
boatbuilding, basket weaving, black-
smithing, toolmaking and the various
fiber arts. A hobbyist hideaway for
those who like to work with their hands,
the school offered a unique look at the
region’s heritage while preserving it
for future generations.

Afterward, as we headed south
from Grand Marais to our campsite at
Gooseberry Falls, we contemplated the
school, appreciating its contribution to
preserving the past. For the present,
we needed to travel on. In the future,
we knew we would be back. Lake
Superior’s northwest shoreline is too
great to limit to one visit. It's a coastal
gem loaded with delightful surprises. &

51 years and counting..

Because Quality Never Goes Out of Style

TRAVEL TIPS AND
WHERE TO STAY

Summer is prime time for vacationing on
the part of the Lake Superior coastline
called the North Shore, though visitors
abound year-round, hunting in the fall, and
ice-skating, snowshoeing, snowmobiling,

and downhill and cross-country skiing in :
winter. The lake is calmest during June :
and July. October and November are the :
. harborsburling

stormiest months.

GRAND MARAIS

Grand Marais Campground and Marina
800-998-0959
www.grandmaraisrecreationarea.com

GRAND PORTAGE

Grand Portage Marina and RV Park
218-475-2476
www.grandportage.com/marina.php

KNIFE RIVER

Knife River Campground
218-834-5044
www.kniferivercampground.com

LANCECAMPER.COM

: TWO HARBORS

Burlington Bay Campground (city owned)
218-834-2021
www.bookyoursite.com/campground/

Penmarallter Campsite
: 218-834-4603
© www.penmaralltercampsite.com

: MINNESOTA STATE PARKS

. Eight state parks along Highway 61 have
public campgrounds:
. George Crosby Manitou, Gooseberry Falls,
. Grand Portage, Judge C.R. Magney, Split
Rock Lighthouse, Temperance River and
. Tettegouche. Reservations are highly rec-
: ommended. The campgrounds fill up,
especially on summer weekends.

. 888-646-6367, www.mnstateparks.info

Cascade River,

Lance Campers, Circle 133 on Reader Service Card

July 2016 TRAILERLIFE 47



R TEST|
LIFE

article by Gary Wescott

Designed for

Explore the backcountry with the XPCamper V1 truck camper, an
all-weather hard-sided pop-up with marine-grade appliances powered
by diesel fuel and everything needed for back-roads roughing it in style

hen we saw the XPCamper prototype a few years ago — with its
unique aerodynamic roofline — we thought it was just another pop-
up truck camper. That was our first mistake. XPCamper founder
Marc Wassmann, a professional chef by trade, had been applying
his German sense of perfection in some of San Francisco’s better restaurants for
20 years, so when he searched for the ideal camper in which to explore some of
California’s back roads, nothing on the market had the features he demanded.

The solution was to mix up an all-
new recipe and design his own. Who
would guess that a German chef could
build campers? But Wassmann's back-
ground allowed him to think outside
the box. With the help of his wife, Toni,

a graphic designer, things started

to take shape. Wassmann’s motto
through the process was, “Include
everything you need and nothing you
don’t need.” After seven years of re-
search and testing, the XPCamper was

ready for the outdoor enthusiast’s table.

Blending his own requirements
with proven German and marine-
grade components, he used closed-
cell foam sandwiched between
hand-laid unidirectional fiberglass
reinforced with carbon fiber to give
the XP the strength to survive rough
roads while minimizing weight. To-
gether with German Seitz dual-pane
windows, the foam walls provide great
insulation. The seamless monocoque
construction allows no opportunities
for leaks and eliminates the “stick

Side roads can lead to quiet, secluded campsites in the back-
country, and the expedition XPCamper V1 will get you there.

o




PHOTOS BY GARY WESCOTT AND COURTESY OF XPCAMPER

XPCAMPER

DIESEL-FUELED
SINK REFRI\GERATOR CERAMIC COOKTOP

0 \&] [

| UNDER- |
{ FLOOR |
ISTORAGE .

STORAGE SPACE
UNDER 60"x84" BED

39Vy01S

UNDER-SEAT
STORAGE

/ TOILET/SHOWER

(Right, from top) A large dinette in the rear is comfortable for two and
big enough for company. The bed rises on gas struts to reveal a huge
storage compartment, fitted with matching carrying bags. Standard
in European RVs, the cassette toilet has a removable holding tank that
can be emptied into a residential or public toilet or a dump station.

and staple” or welded aluminum frames that are prone to
cracking due to off-pavement twisting.

His preferred foundation for the XP V1 is a one-ton
diesel pickup, on which he replaces the factory bed with a
custom XP Truck Tray system that offers maximum utility.
The Truck Tray features removable fold-down side panels,
headache racks (truck-cab racks to protect the rear truck
window), spare-tire carriers and on-bed storage boxes that
can be custom-tailored to an individual's needs.

The Truck Tray system allows the truck camper to be
easily removed, returning the base truck to a multipurpose
work vehicle. The unique XPC Flex-Mount system maximizes
the departure angle and eliminates the frame flex that
would tear an ordinary truck camper apart on rough roads.
Large under-bed storage and side storage compartments
are bonuses that are often missing in small campers.

To reduce wind drag and allow the truck and camper
to fit into a shipping container (a growing consideration for
people discovering how easy it is to explore beyond North

America), the XPCamper is a pop-up design. The rear por-
tion is hard-sided, and the front cabover bed area is made of
a high-tech, waterproof marine material with large windows
that are zippered and waterproof. With the top in the down
(or compressed] position, the camper is completely secured
and locked inside hard walls. Pushing a button on a remote
control activates hydraulic lifts that
raise the sides to full height in sec-
onds. Stairs slide out, so it's easy to
get up into the camper.

That's where the real surprise
awaits. Over the cab is a queen-size
bed using European-designed spring
coils by Froli and a high-grade foam

(Far left) The efficient Dometic Coolmatic
compressor refrigerator does not need to be
level like the more common absorption-type
ones in most RVs. (Left) Out of sight under

a hinged counter when not needed, the wet
bath is actually quite large and includes a
shower and Thetford cassette toilet.
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mattress. The bed lifts up on gas struts
to reveal a huge, easily organized stor-
age compartment, fitted with matching
carrying bags and enough room for a
long-distance, multi-season wardrobe.
As a chef, Wassmann naturally
assigned plenty of counter space to
the kitchen. A diesel-fueled cooktop
eliminates the need to carry LP-gas
or look for a refill station in foreign
countries. The Webasto diesel-powered
heating system provides hot water

QUICK INFO

6,500 Btu
Magnum 30-amp/

Box Length 8" Furnace
Exterior Width 70"
Interior Height 6' 6"

4’ 6" collapsed
7' 5" extended

75 gal.
Gray-Water Cap. 27 gal.
Black-Water Cap. 5gal.

12-volt DC/120-volt AC/
240-volt AC

3 gal.

Inverter/Converter

1,000- or 2,000-watt pure sine wave

Batteries 300- or 600-amp-hour

AGM battery bank
2,250 lbs.
Depends on truck

$88,825 with Truck Tray
system installed

Exterior Height
uvw

GVWR
MSRP base

Freshwater Cap.

Refrigerator

530-274-1957, www.xpcamper.com

Water-Heater Cap. Circle 166 on Reader Service Card

and heat to the living area, enclosed
water tanks (fresh and gray), storage
compartments and the floor. A 3-
gallon diesel-fuel cell within the
camper is used in lieu of common
LP-gas cylinderl(s).

Speaking of hot water, as you enter
the XP’s door, the large counter space
on the right flips up to reveal a good-
size shower and the cassette toilet,
commonly used in European RVs. With
a practical German outlook, Wass-
mann did not find it necessary to have
a separate sink to brush your teeth or

wash your hands just 3 feet from the
main kitchen sink. The faucet features
a hands-free, hip-operated system

to save water and eliminate touching
the faucet handle with dirty or soapy
hands. At mealtime, the large rear di-

nette, located next to a picture window,

is comfortable for two but big enough
for company, eliminating the cramped
feeling of many small campers.

All internal and external lights are
LED, and the meticulously engineered

electrical system uses a 300- or 600-
amp-hour AGM battery bank and a
30-amp/1,000- or 2,000-watt pure

sine inverter/converter that quickly
recharges the batteries while plugged
into shorepower. Otherwise, the 400-
watt solar panels can keep the batter-
ies charged, even while running the
Dometic Coolmatic compressor refrig-
erator/freezer. Unlike more common
absorption RV refrigerators that run off
120-volt AC or LP-gas, this refrigerator

FULL TIMER 5TH WHEEL BUYERS WANT:
JAW DROPPING NO NONSENSE PRICES
EXPERT PRODUCT KNOWLEDGE
NO SURPRISE DELIVERY EXPERIENCE
ADD OPTIONS NOW; DO IT RIGHT
RESPOND TO ME AFTER THE SALE

Koo

Vilano by Vanleigh
Sequoia by Redwood

HitchHiker by NuWa

Voltage Toy Hauler THAT'S WHY

Buyers from all over U.S. come to us for:

* Expert knowledge of all things 5th wheel

* Negotiate purchase/trade by phone/email
* 60 new and used 5th wheels available

* Indoor Leisurely comparison of brands

* Indoor, no rush customer orientation

* In 2-3 days be on the road in new trailer

* Free RV Park for transfer of belongings

* "In the Park" service during & after sale

* 15 Bay service dept. is affordable/reliable
* Famous for service response after the sale
* At center of U.S. on the way to everywhere

Call, email sales@nuwa.com, or come visit
We like to pleasantly surprise our customers

www.kansasrvcenter.com

www.nuwa.com
3701 Johnson Rd. - Chanute, KS

1-800-835-0676

NuWa Industries, Circle 140 on Reader Service Card

Lifestyle
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(Above, from left) The basement of the XPCamper V1 has loads of storage space for travel
equipment. The XP Truck Tray, which provides the foundation for the XPCamper, has plenty
of locking storage compartments, a bonus on a small camper.

does not need to be level. The use of
marine-quality components enhances
worldwide serviceability.

Wassmann worked out the bugs in
his own personal prototype, and the
XPCamper has now been in full pro-
duction for four years, with many cur-
rently running around the back roads
of North and South America and Aus-
tralia. A new, smaller model, the XP
V2, is for small to midsize trucks like

the Toyota Tacoma or Tundra. The V3,
currently under development, will be
a full-size slide-in version for pickup
owners who do not want the XP Truck
Tray. The V4 XPCube does not feature
a cabover design and can be custom-
designed to fit most trucks.

All XPCampers exhibit the state-
of-the-art perfection of a German-
chef-turned-engineer. We can’t wait
to see what's for dessert. &

YAMAHA

POWER PRODUCTS

POWERFUL | DURABLE | RELIABLE

XPCamper Options s
The XPCamper is no ordinary truck
camper and therefore doesn't offer
ordinary options. Depending on
your needs, XPCamper can outfit
your truck with a variety of add-ons
designed to make travel in remote
locations easier and safer:

O Hellwig air-assist rear suspension

O ARB dual compressor with air outlets
on either side

0 Heavy-duty Buckstop bumper
O Long-range auxiliary lights and fog lights

O Rear Golight Stryker remote-control
spotlights

[ 16,500-pound Warn electric winch with
Viking synthetic rope

O Class IV trailer hitch receiver
O Underside skid plates

O Awning with LED lights

I lcon shock absorbers

O Titan long-range fuel tank

OJ Other items necessary for remote
overland travel

¥ YAMAHA RELIABILITY,
YAMAHA POWER

EF2000iSv2 the ability to power a much wider range of applications than prev
Super-quiet muffler with USFS-approved spark arrestor - []nly 515 dB
eliminates errant sparks.
Light Weight & Compact - 44 pounds, 2.2 cu.ft. size is easy to store and transp
Smart Throttle varies engine speed based on load - Improves fuel ec
Gasoline petcock - Lets you shut off the gas to run the carb dryf
stale gas problems. :
Fuel Gauge - Allows fuel level to be seen at a glance. -
: Twin Tech (Parallel generator operation) - Deliver up to 30 amp
r:'"T"' : *A second Yamaha EF2000Sv2 is recommended to use the full capabilities of this model.
YR ==

Read Owner's Manual before operation. Specifications subject to change without notice.

AR ©2016 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All nghts reserved.




WALK-THROUGH: OMEGA RV TOXIC 19N516

Toxic Twist

Omega RV takes on the toy-hauler market with macho
styling, a well-appointed interior and fifth-wheel DNA

et’s not get sidetracked with
L the focus of this article. It's

definitely about a travel trailer
but unquestionably one with a few big
twists when it comes to design and
function. The trailer is the Toxic from
Omega RV, and it's a toy hauler, but
at first glance it's hard to tell if it's a
fifth-wheel or a travel trailer from its
side profile.

The Toxic is new, and it’s likely
you've never heard of it. But if you dig
deep enough to see who's behind it,
you'll quickly discover it’s a longtime
trailer producer formerly known as
KIT Manufacturing, a company that
has roots back in the early days of
the industry that has been rebranded
Omega RV after a long hiatus from
building RVs. While Omega kept the
old Road Ranger name for its con-
ventional travel trailers, it labeled its
toy haulers Toxic to communicate a
feeling that these trailers are edgy
enough to satisfy the demands of
serious off-road-vehicle enthusiasts
who live on adrenaline.

52 TRAILERLIFE July 2016

We took a close look at the Toxic
19NS16, a fully loaded toy hauler that
maxes out at 25 feet, 2 inches. Al-
though the name suggests something
dangerous and unwanted, the trailer
is more organic than toxic, but it does
exude enough excitement to be addic-
tive — in a fun sense. While a number
of features make this trailer different,
the foundation shines when it comes
to handling the rigors of off-road
travel with motorized cargo on board.

Instead of relying on a run-of-
the-mill frame, the people at Omega
upped the ante for strength and safety
in several areas, starting with the twin
[-beam main rail frame, utilizing full-
depth cross members and a unique
all-steel grid placed between the rails
and cross members. On top of the
frame is %/s-inch tongue-and-groove
flooring, and below the chassis rests
a pair of 5,200-pound-rated, Super
Lube-prepped drop axles with self-
adjusting brakes and the Equa-Flex
equalizer suspension system.

Another small step toward safety

article by Kevin Livingston

Most of the rear portion of the trailer is
occupied with seating and motorized bed plat-
forms. Small galley is across from the entry.

and longevity are the metal valve stems
affixed to the vivid but appropriately
matched aluminum wheels, and tires
rated high enough to handle the weight
without pushing the limits. The com-
pany also claims that by using a “loop”
routing for the trailer-brake wiring,
equal braking can be achieved at all
four wheels, reducing possible flat
spots in the tires.

There are an abundance of features
built into the package, like the Toy Lok
cable lock, the 4-kilowatt Onan gen-
erator, a 40-gallon fuel station with a
pump, and an electric A-frame jack
resting in front of three recessed and
semi-aerodynamically covered 5-gal-
lon LP-gas cylinders. Added to these
conveniences are slam-latch equipped
compartment doors, an exterior wash
station, speakers, a retractable roof
ladder, a 15-foot electric awning and an
LED-Lit wall section with all the electri-
cal and cable receptacles necessary for
hooking up.

Besides the got-to-have-it external
creature comforts, it's impossible to ig-
nore the unique aesthetics of the Toxic,
including the raised front portion that at
first sight resembles a fifth-wheel. And
the wild blue-and-white graphics are
definitely a departure from the norm
and take on a whole different nighttime
look when bathed in the under-chassis
blue-LED lighting.

Once aboard the Toxic, it's easy to
see that the relatively small interior is

Unique profile of the Toxic resembles a fifth-
wheel with wild-looking, colorful graphics.
Concealed LP-gas cylinders are a nice touch.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURER



almost perfectly appointed. Standing
in what we dubbed the Uni-Room is
the combination of living room, dining
area, kitchen and sleeping spaces all
positioned into one big zone. To the Left,
the Confetti Espresso-decor recliners
and hide-a-bed-equipped couch are
reinforced by additional sleeping quar-
ters overhead via the optional electric-
motor-lifted beds. The main sleeping
area is in the fifth-wheel-like master
bedroom area up front, accessed by a
couple of steps and fitted with a comfy
queen-size mattress.

The natural-wood color overhead
cabinets placed strategically through-
out the interior blend nicely with the
dark fabrics. Nestled in the cabinetry
is a 12-volt DC flat-screen TV coupled
with a DVD/CD stereo system with
Bluetooth and satellite-receiver con-
nections. On the kitchen side, which is
rather compact, additional items can
be stored in the cabinet that sits under
and in between the sink, stove and
microwave. The 6-cubic-foot refrigera-
tor is mounted on the opposing side. In

SurGE GUARD>

RV Power Protection

AEATHRE TS T i e T

PROTECT YOURSELF - KNO

an effort to consolidate limited space,
Omega opted to put a decent size con-
vection microwave in the traditional
spot for an LP-gas oven.

The bath area can be found on the
way to the bedroom. Inside the cubicle
on the left are the toilet and shower,
nothing special here, but there’s
enough room to function without too
much claustrophobia. Across the aisle
is the lavatory with a sink and counter,
but don’t expect to spread out.

Out back, the ramp leads to a
space that can be configured to handle
smaller toys. Furniture will have to
be rearranged, but that process is not
too difficult. While the Toxic comes
equipped with a good array of standard
features, an extensive list of options
includes a higher-end sound system, a
larger air conditioner, a solar charging
system, an air compressor and heated
holding tanks, to name a few.

It's easy to see that Omega took a
different approach in building its Toxic
toy hauler, and no doubt its unique pro-
file and flamboyant graphics will be the

talk of locales frequented by off-road-

toy enthusiasts who will be impressed

with the company’s innovation thinking
as it re-enters the RV market. &8

HIDE-A-BED COUCH SHO\INER
Il

OPTIONAL

ELEB%TDRIC —
()
REFRI(!ERATOR WARDROBE
Exterior Length 25'2"
Exterior Width 8’
Interior Height 6'8.75"
Exterior Height 1M 7"
Freshwater Cap. 116 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 47 gal. /47 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 15 gal.
uvw 6,560 lbs.
Hitch Weight 1,080 Lbs.
GVWR 11,480 lbs.
MSRP, base $33,150
Omega RV

208-310-7979, www.omegarv.com/toxic
Circle 167 on Reader Service Card

W THE DANGERS AT THE PEDESTAL

90% of ALL RV’s have no electrical protection

Power Faults can affect sensitive electronics, cost thousands to repair, create travel delays, dangerous electrical fires, shock hazards and other losses not covered by insurance.

Full Electrical Protection Units will Protect your Family and your Investment Against the Dangers at the Power Pedestal.

OPEN GROUND / LOW /HIGH MISWIRED

POWER SURGES OVERHEATING NEUTRAL VOLTAGE PEDESTAL
Lightning Strikes Current Overload Faulty Circuits Peak Usage Above Damaged

Brown Quts Electrical Fire Dangerous / Fatal Shock Below Required Range Improper Wiring

Choose from 30A or 50A Portable Protection, Convenient Hardwired Models and
RVC-Compatible Automatic Transfer Switches with full electrical protection built-in.

PROTECT WHAT YOU VALUE MOST!

Don’t Plug-in Without it!

FLOORPLAN BY BILL TIPTON

CA047468




ustralia. Just the name conjures up visions of kangaroos and koalas for

many folks. For me, it was wanting to hug a wombat. For my husband,

Mike, it was not as specific. He just wanted to experience the country and

see the unique wildlife. And so we checked off another place to visit on
our bucket list when we headed to eastern Australia last September.

We put a cover over our Lance
travel trailer before leaving, knowing
it would be winter when we returned.
It was nearly fall at home in Colorado
but spring when we arrived in Cairns,
Queensland. Our plan was to spend
two months camping along the
eastern Australian coast. We rented a
camper van and headed to the nearest
campground to get to know our new
home on wheels.

Australia is known as the land
Down Under. It shows up on a globe
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below the equator and is the opposite
of the Northern Hemisphere in terms
of seasons. At home, winter means
heading south for RV snowbirds. In
Australia, it's the reverse. We started
our journey in the north where RVers
(called “caravanners” in this part of the
world) were enjoying warmer climes.
As we journeyed south, it got cooler
as we headed into late spring and
early summer.

One of the toughest things about
traveling in Australia was driving on

the “wrong” side of the road. Equally
difficult was remembering that the
wiper controls are on the left side of the
steering wheel and the blinkers on the
right. But driving on the left is doable;

it just takes more brain power.

Although, for the most part,
the Pacific Highway — the major
road between Sydney and Brisbane —
is wider, smoother and speedier than
Australia’s tourist drives, we traveled
the latter whenever possible because
they are much more scenic and gave us
chances to see more of the country’s
amazing wildlife.

There are too many fascinating
things to do and see in Australia to
mention them all here, so I've narrowed
the list to some of my favorite places.



CAIRNS

From Cairns in Far North Queensland,
we drove a twisty road to nearby
Kuranda and hiked at Barron Gorge
National Park, a lovely park with
gorgeous waterfalls. Another favorite
activity was meandering around

the free botanic gardens in Cairns.
The gardens are a great place to
photograph many species of birds.

CAPE TRIBULATION

Before driving south to Melbourne,
where we would later return our
camper van, we headed north to Cape
Tribulation. Along the way we stopped
at Mossman Gorge to walk the board-
walks and paths past strangler figs
and ancient rainforest.

(Above, from left) A handler arouses a toothy crocodile at the Australia Zoo

in Queensland. The zoo is run by the family of the late Crocodile Hunter, Steve Irwin. A flying
fox at the beachside town of Byron Bay, New South Wales. A koala mom with a baby riding
piggyback amble through Flynns Beach Caravan Park at Port Macquarie in New South Wales.

The next morning we met up with
a guide and went birding on the
Daintree River. | photographed a
freshwater crocodile eating a saltwater
crocodile, as well as both azure and
sacred kingfishers.

The following day, after crossing
the river via a short ferry, we had ice
cream at Floravilla. This is a must-do,
as they have some of the best ice cream
in the country.

As we journeyed to our northern-
most point, we walked the boardwalks
at Daintree National Park. While hiking
the Marrdja Botanical Boardwalk, | pho-
tographed a 4-foot-long lace goanna,
or monitor lizard.

Farther north, we walked the Dubuji
and Mangrove boardwalks and went
to the lookout at Cape Tribulation.
Spending the night there, we enjoyed
the stars of the Southern Hemisphere.

PORT DOUGLAS —

GREAT BARRIER REEF

On the walk back to Pandanus Tourist
Park from downtown, it got dark, and
we watched as thousands of flying
foxes soared overhead. Flying foxes are
among the largest species of bats and

(Left) Eastern gray kangaroos and rock
wallabies at sunrise on the beach at Cape
Hillsborough National Park in Queensland.
(Right) A southern cassowary walks the
beach at Etty Bay, Queensland. These
flightless birds can reach 6 feet in height.

feed on flowers, fruit and nectar.

We'd spent the day on the Silver-
sonic, a 95-foot-high catamaran,
snorkeling along the Great Barrier Reef
at Agincourt ribbon reef sites. We saw
giant clams, whitetip reef sharks and
many different kinds of colorful fish.

ETTY BAY

We traveled inland a bit to see emus at
Mareeba and platypus at Yungaburra,
but headed back along the coast at Etty
Bay, south of Innisfail. Located along the
Cassowary Coast, Etty Bay is a true gem.
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NORTHERN
TERRITORY

EIGHT WEEKS IN AUSTRALIA

That morning we saw two nearly
6- foot-tall cassowary birds and heard
of a third cassowary that had four
chicks. The birds walked through the
caravan park and strolled along the
beach to everyone’s delight.

TYTO WETLANDS

While staying at Palm Tree Caravan
Park just south of Ingham, amazing
birds surrounded us, and a lone
spectacled flying fox hung in a nearby
bottlebrush tree.

Earlier, when walking around
Tyto Wetlands in Ingham, we observed
lots of wallabies and birds. A birder’s
paradise, the reclaimed wetlands are
home to more than 230 species of
feathered flyers.

MAGNETIC ISLAND
While staying two nights at Rowes Bay
Beachfront Holiday Park in Townsville
on the Queensland coast, just across the
road from the beach, a 20-minute ferry
ride got us to Magnetic Island.

There, we fed curious rock wallabies
at Geoffrey Bay. Holding carpet pythons

AUSTRALIA

QUEENSLAND

AUSTRALIA

SOUTH

EW SOUTH

Hinchinbrook Island from Cardwell Lookout off the Bruce Highway in Queehsland.

and blue-tongued and shingleback
skinks at the island’s Bungalow Bay
Koala Village was a highlight.

Bungalow Bay has a small
campground, but it was fully booked
during our visit. If sites are available,
RV’s can be transported to the island on
the Fantasea passenger and car ferry.

BILLABONG SANCTUARY

One of our best wildlife experiences
was at Billabong Sanctuary, a hands-on
kind of place south of Townsville. We

got to pet a wombat, koalas, a saltwater
crocodile, a sulphur-crested cockatoo
and a red-tailed black cockatoo. Plus,

| got to hold and hug a wombat and a
koala, and have my photo taken with
them for a mere $33.

CAPE HILLSBOROUGH

This national park is of volcanic origin
and is a beautiful place for kayaking,
paddleboarding and hiking. Camping at
the adjacent Cape Hillsborough Nature
Tourist Park, we saw birds and butter-
flies. Getting up at 5:30 the next morning,
we watched about a dozen kangaroos
and wallabies on the beach at sunrise.

FRASER ISLAND

We crammed two days of adventure into
one with family-owned and -operated
Unique Fraser Tours. Our guide, Troy,
was not only knowledgeable, he was an
excellent driver and easily maneuvered
the very sandy roads. He showed us
amazing views, Eli Creek and the SS
Maheno ocean-liner wreck. The last
stop was Lake McKenzie, a perched
lake where the waters were super-clear.

(Clockwise from above left) Barron Falls
cascades through lush tropical rainforest at
Barron Gorge National Park in Queensland.
Atypical carefree seaside scene at Airlie
Beach, also in Queensland. A humpback
whale flips his flukes with Port Macquarie
in the background, New South Wales.

NATURAL WONDERS IN THE LAND DOWN UNDER

Surrounded by the Pacific and Indian oceans, Australia has some of the most varied
natural environment and unique wildlife on the planet. The Great Barrier Reef, the
world’s largest coral reef and living structure, runs parallel to the Queensland coast.
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TIN CAN BAY
While searching for koalas in Pioneer
Park in Maryborough, we saw a kooka-
burra kingfisher bird emerging from a
tree burrow. We stayed the night so we
could feed dolphins in the morning.
Australian humpback dolphins are
endangered, but they usually come to
Tin Can Bay each day for fish. There
were nine dolphins in the pod, but only
about four or five came in to eat fish
and visit with the people who pay $5
to view them and another $5 to feed
them. It was an awesome experience,
the feeding is well organized, and the
utmost respect is given to the dolphins.

AUSTRALIA ZOO

We spent two lovely days at the
Australia Zoo, home of the late
Crocodile Hunter, Steve Irwin. With
spacious animal exhibits, it's one of
the best zoos and is a superb place for
photography. There’s so much to do,
including petting koalas, and feeding
and petting kangaroos and wallabies.

BYRON BAY

Our first main stop in New South Wales
was Byron Bay, a hip town with lots of
backpackers. We stayed at Glen Villa
for three nights, and while we were
within easy walking distance of town,

it seemed we were worlds away with
quiet nights. We parked our van on the
first day and didn’t move it until we
headed farther south.

During our stay, we had delicious
baked goods and gelato, and walked
it all off. One day we walked about 6
miles to the Cape Byron Lighthouse
and back. Along the way we saw
courting crested tern males offering
little fish to potential mates.

Humpback whales cruised by
the most easterly spot in Australia.
One morning we went out with the
folks from Cape Byron Kayaks in
search of the underwater residents —
humpbacks, dolphins and turtles. We
saw about nine humpbacks, some of
them rather close.

The next morning we were picked

(Above, from left) A crimson rosella at
Booderee National Park on Jervis Bay on
the coast of New South Wales. Booderee is
home to more than 200 species of birds. An
Australian fur seal in New South Wales. The
now-protected seals get their name because
they have two layers of fur, with an undercoat
so dense and thick that the skin stays dry
when the seals are underwater. Common
wombats, among the largest burrowing
animals, carry their young in front pockets
of skin, like kangaroos. The SS Maheno
shipwreck at Fraser Island in Queensland

is a landmark attraction. The ship washed
ashore during a 1935 cyclone.
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up by the folks at Byron Bay Eco Cruises
and Kayaks for a fun half-day birding
adventure up the Brunswick River.

PORT MACQUARIE

Staying at Flynns Beach Caravan Park
sounded good because we read that
there were koalas in the park. We

figured we'd check it out, not really
believing that after weeks of traveling
through Australia we would find our
first koala in the wild, but we did! We
saw a male the first day, and a mom
and her baby the next. The third day
we headed farther south.

Visiting the koala hospital on the

north shore of Port Macquarie was a
treat, and we highly recommend it.

THE ENTRANCE

Another one of the highlights of our
trip was watching the daily pelican
feeding at the Entrance waterfront

in New South Wales. With a beautiful

[T GOT DARK, AND WE WATCHED AS THOUSANDS OF FLYING
FOXES (ALSO KNOWN AS FRUIT BATS) SOARED OVERHEAD.

1
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888-425-0125
www.instagone.com

Instagone, Circle 129 on Reader Service Card
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backdrop along the coast, the pelicans place to camp and hike, and | could
show up at 3:30 p.m. for free fish. The have spent a lot more time there.
event makes for a fun time and is an At the park we visited the only
excellent photo opportunity. We spent aboriginal-owned botanic gardens
the night across the bay at Dunleith in the country. And while we hoped
Caravan Park where pelicans hang out | to see little blue penguins at Murrays
at the waterfront sites. Beach, known as the jewel in
i i Booderee National Park, we didn’t get
Airstream Classi i \ {8l BOODEREE NATIONAL PARK lucky, though | did get to photograph
= : This park at Jervis Bay was a great swamp wallabies and colorful parrots.

CAMPING DOWN UNDER

It's easy to go RVing in Australia, or “caravanning,” as they call it. We reserved a camper

. van six months ahead of our arrival from one of several companies that specialize in

In RV FLOO RI N G Class B motorhome rentals. The country has many RV parks, most of them offering
powered campsites as well as communal camp kitchens with toasters and a whole lot
more. If you enjoy camping for free, Australia also has plenty of places to boondock.

Campin Australia

Directory and mobile app of RV parks, public campgrounds and free campsites, plus
roadside rest areas, visitor information centers and interactive maps.
www.campinaustralia.com.au
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Beach, New South Wales.

EASY TO CLEAN

Vacuum
Swiffer
Damp Mop

infinitylwv.com
706.529.2241

Infinity Luxury Woven Vinyl, Circle 127 on Reader Service Card

60 TRAILERLIFE July 2016



(Above, from left) Paddleboarding the
Brunswick River on the coast of northern
New South Wales. Looking for crocodiles on
the Daintree River in Queensland from an
electric boat, the Solar Whisper. Cape Byron
Lighthouse in New South Wales is Australia’s
most easterly light tower.

PHILLIP ISLAND

Phillip Island, southeast of Melbourne,
is home to aptly named little penguins
(Eudyptula minor), the smallest of the
17 species of penguins. The Penguin
Parade, when the little penguins return
to their island home at sunset, is one
of Australia’s most popular tourist
attractions.

We joined eight others, many of
whom were penguin lovers like me,
for an Ultimate Adventure Tour where
we spent more than three hours with
our guide, Ben. He told us all about the
little penguins (also called little blues)
and outfitted us with rain gear (storms
had been brewing earlier), night-vision
glasses and even headsets so we could
listen quietly while sitting on the beach
waiting for the penguins to emerge
from the sea.

During the day, we walked
around the Nobbies, the headland on
the southwestern tip of the island,
searching for young penguins hiding in
burrows and waiting for their parents
to return in the dark to feed them.

Over the course of two months in
Australia, we enjoyed everything from the
tropics in the north to temperate weather
in the south, and were constantly
amazed by the unusual wildlife and
friendly folks. We sampled lots of great
food, especially burgers adorned with
beetroots and the chips we call fries.

Good on ya, mate — we'll be back! &
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1941-2016

THE EVOLUTION
OF RVING

AS TRAILER LIFE CELEBRATES ITS DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY,
WE TAKE A LOOK AT HOW THE RECREATIONAL VEHICLE
INDUSTRY HAS CHANGED WITH THE TIMES

he year is 1941. President Franklin D. Roosevelt is inaugurated for

his third term. The United States officially joins the second World

War. And a brand-new publication called Western Trailer Life marks

its premier issue with 20 pages of content geared toward “trailer
coaches.” The monthly magazine, published by the Trailer Coach Manu-
facturers Association, sells for 10 cents, and a year’s subscription is a full
dollar. The seeds for what will become the most popular RV magazine in
North America have officially been planted.

article by Kristopher Bunker
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TRAILER LIFE | 75TH ANNIVERSARY

Three quarters of a century is a long
time indeed. Nowadays, it seems that
anything lasting 75 years is practically
unheard of. Businesses shutter their
doors. Start-up companies fold. Some
marriages falter. And, yes, magazines
close up shop, often forced out of
operation by a lack of consumer interest,
a drop in advertising revenue or the all-
powerful Internet. And yet, Trailer Life
continues to evolve. Survival at this point
would be impressive, but the magazine

The Lamsteed
Kampkar camper
body, built by
Anheuser-Busch,
mounts on a Ford
Model T with a
pair of fold-down
beds in the back,
a two-burner stove
and an 8-gallon
freshwater tank.

Glenn Curtiss
designs the first
fifth-wheel trailer,
the Adams Motor
Bungalo. Ford
debuts its first
truck, the Model
TT, and recom-
mends a driving
speed of no more
than 22 MPH.

1918
Chevrolet builds
its first truck,

the Model 490.
Dodge Brothers
Company comes
out with a van,
the Screenside.

1926

Chenango Camp
Trailer Company
introduces the first
assembly-line-
produced RV, a
fold-up tent trailer.

1908
Ford Motor Com-
pany introduces
the Model T and
makes car owner-
ship affordable for
the middle class.

Pierce Arrow
(above) and Los
Angeles Trailer
Works manufac-
ture the first RVs
for sale.

has actually prospered during its 75-year
history, taking readers along for the ride.
Trailer Life owes its longevity to
those readers, chiefly enthusiasts of
RVs and the RVing lifestyle. To truly
appreciate the storied roots of Trailer
Life, it's important — and fun — to learn
a little about the history of RVing, both
before and after the magazine’s debut.

MASS PRODUCTION
FROM THE MODEL T TO RVS

ne can only imagine that

adventure-seekers have

been utilizing some form
of RV or another since the invention
of the wheel, but the first to catch
North America’s attention is
generally recognized as the Pierce

Arrow Touring Landau. The vehicle,
which made its debut at New York’s
famed Madison Square Garden in
1910, offered owners bitten by the
wanderlust bug a rear seat that
folded into a bed, a sink behind the
driver (most likely, a chauffeur) and a
chamber pot. The Touring Landau was
built to hold multiple suitcases and
provide a comfortable place to sleep
for those making a journey of more
than a few miles.

The newfound focus on overnight
accommodations wasn't confined to
motorized coaches, as camping trailers
manufactured by Los Angeles Trailer
Works and Auto-Kamp Trailers also
found their way to America’s streets
around that time. In 1917, aviation

Known for its two-tone canned-ham travel
trailers, Terry Coach Industries woos RV
show-goers in the days of Marilyn Monroe.

==THE TRAILER LIFE OF
BUT THE MAGAZINE



pioneer Glenn Curtiss invented the
fifth-wheel hitch that would tow the
Adams Motor Bungalo and later the
Curtiss Aerocar.

Some of the more memorable
models that followed are on display at
the RV/MH Hall of Fame and Museum
in Elkhart, Indiana, including a 1913
Earl trailer (believed to be the oldest
non-tent travel trailer in existence), a
1916 Cozy Camper tent trailer (one of
the first commercially produced RVs),

1929

The Curtiss
Aerocar fifth-
wheel launches
with three axles
and independent
suspension.

1928

The hardtop

Covered Wagon,
a production
travel trailer,
debuts and soon
gains popularity.

a 1924 Auto-Kamp tent trailer and a
1928 Pierce Arrow housecar.
For the next few decades, the RV

and automotive industries continued
to evolve, as people yearned for more
convenient, reliable and economical
means of transportation. The Ford
Model T, which began its run around
1908, brought car ownership to the
middle class. As road travel became
easier and more affordable, the RV
lifestyle followed suit. Even after the
stock market crash of 1929 devastated
the economy, the RV industry managed
to soldier on, albeit reservedly.

In 1929, Wallace Merle “Wally”
Byam built a teardrop trailer, the
Torpedo Car Cruiser, in his backyard
and later sold the plans, kits and trailer
shells. After some refinements, and col-
laboration with the designer of the 1934
Road Chief, William Hawley Bowlus
(who oversaw construction of Charles

Lindbergh’s Spirit of St. Louis), Byam
purchased Bowlus' company, and the
Road Chief-inspired Airstream Clipper
was introduced in 1936.

Five months after Western Trailer
Life's July 1941 debut, Japan bombed
Pearl Harbor, and readers’ interests
shifted from seeking Mother Nature
to serving Uncle Sam. Rationing of
essential supplies, including aluminum,
gas and rubber for tires, all but halted
construction of RVs for consumer use.

1935

The limited-
production Hunt
Housecar (right)
comes with a
shower and a toi-
let that slides into
the wall. Chevrolet
introduces the
Suburban Carry-
all, precursor of

the Suburban SUV.

Airstream founder
Wally Byam moves
his backyard
business to the
company’s first
trailer factory.

But the U.S. Department of Defense
needed housing for workers and their
families, so many RV manufacturers
turned their attention toward their
patriotic duty and obliged.

MID-CENTURY
MODERN
LUCY, DESI AND ART

fter the war, the desire for
affordable vacation options
resumed, among them a

teardrop trailer that Kit Manufactur-
ing initially offered as a do-it-yourself
project and then put into mass
production. Shasta got its start in

1941 building mobile housing for

the military, then rolled out its first
travel trailer, the Cozy Cruiser, in the
mid-1940s. The late "40s saw many
impressive RV developments, including
the introduction of butane-gas cylinders
(later filled with liquid propane),

portable showers and flushing toilets.
Having weathered WWII, Western
Trailer Life was perfectly positioned
to ride the RV and automotive booms
that would last for the next few
decades. In 1949, “Western” was
dropped from the magazine’s name,
signifying a shift from a regional
publication to a national monthly.
The 1950s was an important era
for the RV industry. As travel trailers
became more commonplace, manu-

WEST
SR,

1941

Western Trailer
Life launches in
July. Shasta gets
its start building
military housing.

1937

Woodall’s prints its
first RV park direc-
tory, with one- to
three-star ratings.

In a scene
straight out of Leave
It to Beaver, the May 1949

cover features a 10-foot Kenskill Sports
Rover that tucks into a standard garage.

facturers began hitting their stride with
some now-classic designs. RVs were
more aerodynamic and refined looking,
and the rounded corners of “canned-

2016 DIFFERS FROM ITS 1941 DEBUT IN MANY WAYS,
'S ENTHUSIASM FOR RVS AND RVING IS UNCHANGED.
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ham” trailers emerged as a popular
design. Inspired by the smooth lines
of the venerable Cadillac, entrepreneur
John Crean began building RVs and
manufactured housing, changing the
name of the business he founded in 1950
to Fleetwood Trailer Company in 1953,
later renamed Fleetwood Enterprises.
In 1954 RVing went mainstream
with the debut of Vincente Minnelli's
The Long, Long Trailer. The movie
featured the husband-and-wife stars

1948

Ford and Chevy
unveil their first
postwar trucks,
the F-Series and
Advance Design.

Kit Manufacturing
starts building

Kit Kamper tear-
drop trailers in
an abandoned
fruit stand.

i
I
£y

T =—:=4 launch the com-
‘@ @) ’ pany that be-

MGM’s 1954 comedy The Long, Long Trailer
stars Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz and a 1953
New Moon from Redman Trailer Company.

of the | Love Lucy show, Lucille Ball and
Desi Arnaz, as a honeymooning couple
towing a 36-foot Redman New Moon
behind a Mercury Monterey convertible.
The year 1958 was a special
one. Not only did the company that
would eventually become known as
Winnebago begin making trailers, but

1955

Trailer Life road-
tests its first van
conversion, a
30-horsepower
Volkswagen
Microbus.

1951

Trailer Life's 10th-
anniversary issue
includes a plastic
sandwich plate —
“an asset to any
trailer.”

et L e

1953

The Klingler Cor-
poration builds
the first Holiday
Rambler, and later
introduces alumi-
num framing.

1950

Entrepreneur
John Crean and
his wife, Donna,

comes Fleetwood
Enterprises.




an advertising executive named Art
Rouse purchased Trailer Life and imme-
diately began developing more content
written by and for RV enthusiasts.
Rouse’s decisions to make the publica-
tion more consumer-friendly and focus
on recreational vehicles rather than

manutacured housingwautdproveial - FL|GHT OF THE SILWER BULLET

to the long-term success of Trailer Life. Airstream is the only RV manufacturer that has managed to tough it out longer than

The 1960s continued the upward Trailer Life. The company’s dynamic founder, Wally Byam, got his start offering
trajectory of the RV industry, and travel kit-built teardrops in the late 1920s, before rolling out the wood-frame Silver Cloud,
trailers remained king in the early part followed by the Clipper, with its iconic aircraft-style riveted construction. Byam

went on to shepherd Airstream caravans to historic international destinations.
In Trailer Life’s 30th-anniversary issue, Art Rouse remembered Byam, who
1959 died in 1962, as “the man who in nearly everyone’s opinion contributed most to the
Art Rouse takes growth of the travel trailer industry. He ... spread the fame, fun and adventure of
. travel trailering across the whole United States ... and around the world.”
over as editor and

publisher after

: — buying Trailer Life
_ PaSTREAM 145 Inthe 19505, Wally Byam
1956 the prewous. year. ( (left, seated) leads foreign
The first Aristocrat i L Ew S

3 tours for owners of his
trailer hits the (. = 2 famous silver trailers.
road. President ' e | w Byam maps the 1963-64
- 3 Around the World Caravan
(left) but succumbs to
cancer before the tour.

Eisenhower estab-
lishes the Interstate
Highway System.
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of the decade. More focus was put on aesthetics and aerodynamics,

as rounded fiberglass bodies made an appearance. Thermo-panel

wall construction was developed in 1963 and is still used today. -
The year 1965 saw all major automotive manufacturers offering 7;&

trailer-towing packages on their new vehicles, although towing
limits weren't considered as important then as they are now. The
same year, Winnebago rolled out its first Class A motorhome.

In late 1968, in a move to increase Trailer Life’s circulation,
Rouse bought Griffin Publishing and gained control of Trailer
News (previously named Trail-R-News) and Camper Coachman
magazines, in addition to a fledgling RV-enthusiast group with
fewer than 1,000 members called the Good Sam Club.

1961

Trailer Life turns 20.

A two-year-old travel
trailer manufacturer

in lowa changes its

name to Winnebago.

Ray Frank introduces
what will become

the Dodge Motor
Home, with assistance
from Chrysler, later
rebranded the Travco
motorhome.

1964

Starcraft introduces

a lifter system for tent
campers designed

by Lloyd Bontrager,
founder of Jayco three
years later. Brothers
Tom, Keith and Claude
Corson found Coach-
men. Lance Camper
ramps up fo offer truck
campers in 1965.

(Above) Winnebago makes a name for itself

manufacturing motorhomes for less than

the competition. (Left) A Buick LeSabre tows
- the Boles Aero on the January 1964 cover.

1966
Trail-R-News Publisher
Art Griffin forms the
Good Sam Club.
David Garvin opens
the first Camping
World store, in
Kentucky. Kenskill
introduces a trailer fip-
out, a hand-cranked
forerunner of power-
operated slideouts.

1967

The first Winnebago
Brave rolls off the
assembly line. The
second-generation
Chevy C-10 debuts
with increased torque.

— e
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Ty

Water Filter
- e Traps contaminants
N « Interior and exterior
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THEN AND NOW: BRINGING BACK THE CLASSICS

BOWLUS ROAD CHIEF

William Hawley Bowlus, Charles Lindbergh’s aircraft
engineer, built about 80 of the original Road Chief travel
trailers before WWII. The modern incarnation, based on
Bowlus’ original designs and manufactured in Oxnard,
California, has a starting price of $137,000.

SHASTA AIRFLYTE

The year 1941 saw the launch of Shasta and Trailer Life.
Shasta marked its own 75th anniversary by reproducing
1,941 classic 1961 Airflytes, an icon of the canned-ham
style. Available in 16- and 19-foot lengths, the retro-chic
remake sells for around $17,200.

WINNEBAGO BRAVE

In 1967 the first Brave rolled off the line from the brand
many consider the archetypal motorhome. Winnebago
updated the Brave in 2015 with the nostalgic “flying

W” emblazoned along the side but a price tag slightly
higher than the original $4,000 — just under $100,000.

A CAMPER FOR ALMOST EVERY TRUCK ON THE MARKET
SUPER LITES

g e SRS R S

[LLUSTO N

\ Pound vs. Pound
More 1/2 ton compatable Feature vs. Feature

Affordable “No Frills” Camping floorplans for 5.5°, 6.5°, or 8’ Dollar vs. Dollar
beds than any other manufacturer  Best Value in Slide-in

Truck Campers

Travel Lite Truck Campers, Circle 156 on Reader Service Card

We have over 100 Authorized Dealers. Visit our newly remodeled website to find the dealer nearest you.
www.TravelLiteCampers.com
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LATE-CENTURY RVING

BOOM, BUST AND BOOM AGAIN

railer Life continued to flourish
in the 1970s, and Rouse’s

acquisition of Trailer Topics
and Mobile Life magazines further
expanded readership. This decade

will forever be associated with fuel
crises, shortages that not only gave

drivers a new 55-MPH speed limit
but also had auto manufacturers
downsizing cars (remember the Ford

1968

Carriage and New-
mar present their

first travel trailers to
the public. Art Rouse
acquires Griffin
Publishing and the
nearly 1,000-member
Good Sam Club, and
launches MotorHome
Life, later renamed
MotorHome.

Trailer Life's 30th-
anniversary issue re-
views Traveleze trailers

from 1941 and 1971.

- . _,- = |
; =) =%

1972

Trailer Life and Good
Sam produce their
first annual RV park
directory. KZ-RV
launches. GMC rolls
out its front-wheel-
drive motorhome.

RVs are on a roll in the 1960s and '70s, with

' Coachmen and Winnebago among the top
players. Combined, the two companies man-
ufacture more than a million RVs by 2016.

1973

Trailer Life publishes

a 348-page May
issue, the largest to
date, as RV sales soar.
The OPEC oil em-
bargo causes sales to
slump later that year.
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1976

Jayco manufactures
its first fifth-wheel
trailer with a full-
height standup front
bedroom.
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Pinto, Chevy Vega and AMC Gremlin?).

RV manufacturers did the same,
resulting in lighter-weight trailers
and chassis-mounted Class C
motorhomes. Harmon Shadow fifth-
wheel trailers were introduced early
in the 1970s, allowing owners to
mount a suitable saddle on the roof
of their car. Other mass-produced
fifth-wheels that connected to a hitch
mounted in the truck bed had greater
success and longevity.

. THE GODFATHER
s OF TRAILER LIFE

a lthough Trailer Life’s roots date back to 1941, it could be argued that the

magazine as we now know it really began in 1958. That’s when a Southern

California advertising executive, Arthur J. “Art” Rouse, took a chance on a
commodity he knew little about and bought this magazine. “I saw a great opportu-
nity,” Rouse told Trailer Life in an interview in 2006.

Not content to sit back and let somebody else run his business, Rouse was the
ultimate hands-on owner and set out to learn about his new investment the only way
he knew how: firsthand experience. I fell in love with it, and | learned a lot,” said
Rouse. “My years of running Trailer Life were the best of my life.”

Rouse’s obvious affection for RVs and the RVing lifestyle was readily apparent
in the magazine’s pages, as he infused his stories with humor, sentimentality and
enthusiasm, but he never shied away from giving readers accurate reviews of the
products and services he tested.

Along the way, he not only founded Trailer Life’s sister publication, MotorHome,
but also wound up owning the Good Sam Club. “At the time | didn’t realize how good
and how valuable Good Sam was,” he said. Since then, the club has grown to 1.5
million members and become synonymous with the RV lifestyle.

Although Rouse passed away in 2007, his legacy remains. He published an auto-
biography, My Life on Wheels, in 1984. And in 1986, he was inducted into the RV/MH
Hall of Fame in Elkhart, Indiana.

1980

The owners of
Hi-Lo purchase
Airstream and
launch Thor
Industries.

The second oil crisis
prompts Trailer Life
to publish arficles
on solar power and
alternative fuels.
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In 1973 GMC introduced its Not even a slow economy could to turn around the classic brand.
Model 230 and 260 coaches, which dampen the growth of the RV industry The EPDM roofing material for
flew in the face of many motorhome in the 1980s. Combining the first two RVs was developed in this era and
designs of the time by offering letters of their names to produce the remains a popular option to this day.

consumers a low-profile, front-wheel- Thor Industries marque, Wade F.B. The 1980s also saw toy-hauler RVs,
drive platform. GMC sold furnished Thompson and Peter Busch Orthwein | with drive-up ramps and garages,
motorhomes to consumers and bare partnered in 1980 to purchase the make their first serious impression on
coaches to manufacturers, including then-struggling Airstream company the market. Dodge added the 5.9-liter
Coachmen, Foretravel and Winnebago. | and launch what is now one of the turbo-diesel engine to its light-truck
Exteriors were painted in shades of world’s largest RV manufacturers. offerings in 1989.

Buttercup, Frosted Mint and Sky Blue, The two entrepreneurs would focus In its 40th year, Trailer Life would
among other decade-defining hues. on quality and process improvement publish an interview with President

1985 =

| TCD 1 4
PhasiFLY
TrailManor introduces :‘_"‘” T
an innovative telescop- i s '
ing trailer. Fleetwood B

unveils what becomes
its most popular mo-

torhome, the Bounder. 1992 1997

) SunnyBrook develops Trailer Life’s parent
1981 1991 an all-aluminum- company purchases
In its 40th year, Trailer Life turns 50. frame trailer, and in the Camping World
Trailer Life interviews 10-Minute Tech debuts | 2010 becomes part of | chain of RV service
President Reagan. with readers’ RV tips. Winnebago Industries. | and accessory stores.
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Reagan detailing his love for the in the motorhome segment, and the

outdoors and RVing, a major coup development of slideouts in RVs of all

not only for the magazine but for the types, even truck campers. Floorplans

industry as a whole. Rouse’s TL Enter- | were soon offered with as many as five

prises and the Good Sam Club were slides, which extended and retracted

sold to Adams Communications in with the help of hydraulic cylinders.

1988, and the company would become The latter part of the decade saw ;

Affinity Group, Inc. (AGI) in 1992. trends toward improved towing char- :
The 1990s would prove to be a ‘ ‘

decade of con.trasts. The bigger-is- The July 1994 issue pits Chevy, Dodge and !

better mentality of the early years led Ford heavy-duty pickups against each other in

to the popularity of diesel pushers the trailer-towing “Turbodiesel Showdown.”

2000 2001
The Good Sam In Trailer Life's
Club reaches the 60th anniversary
; : million-member issue, Publisher g _
I ' ' | mark and cel- Bill Estes, first : =
1998 1999 ebrates at the recipient of the 2005
Dodge debuts Keystone RV first Great North RVIA Distinguished | Heartland enters Warren Buffett
the four-door Ram | introduces the American RV Achievement in the industry with and Berkshire
Quad Cab with Montana, now the | Rally. Trailer Life Journalism Award, | its signature Land- | Hathaway buy
a set of smaller best-selling luxury and MotorHome sums up the RV mark fifth-wheel, RV manufacturer
doors behind the fifth-wheel, and in are among the experience: “What | and in 2010 is Forest River,
main doors. 2001 joins Thor. event’s sponsors. a concept!” acquired by Thor. founded in 1996.
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acteristics, lighter-weight aluminum
framing and more aerodynamic
fiberglass skins. Hybrid trailers

also gained popularity, combining
solid-wall construction with
soft-sided foldout or tip-out berths
for expanded sleeping capacity.

In 1997 Trailer Life's parent
company continued its expansion
by purchasing the Camping World
chain of RV retail and service stores
launched in 1966 by David Garvin.

2007

The economic
recession contrib-
utes to more than
a dozen RV makers
closing their doors

2008
EverGreen RV
establishes its
trailer business
using environmen-
tally sustainable
composites instead
of wood.

in the nine years
that follow, includ-
ing Alfa Leisure,
Carriage, Peterson,
Teton Homes and
Travel Supreme.

ROLLING INTO
THE 21ST CENTURY
HIGH TECHNOLOGY AND GREEN RVS
he next millennium would see
Ta nation come together after an
unspeakable tragedy, perhaps in

need of a healthy distraction such as
RVing like never before. Toy haulers
would boost the market, as the RV
industry saw a noticeable influx of
new owners looking to enjoy domestic
travel in every way possible, including
off-pavement pursuits.

And though high fuel prices and
a burst economic bubble would cause
many longtime RV manufacturers to
shutter their factories, many of the
remaining companies began once again
focusing on downsized units. These
may have been lean times for many,
but some saw this as an opportunity.

After joining forces with Keystone,
Thor Industries acquired CrossRoads,
Cruiser, DRV Luxury Suites, Heartland,
Livin’ Lite and K-Z, among other
manufacturers, and would be ranked
668th on the 2015 Fortune 1000 list.
Jayco purchased Highland Ridge and
Entegra Coach and would become



Firestone
AIR BAG KITS

As Trailer Life turns Trailer Life’s and Wood-
70, Camping World all’s RV park directories
. CEO Marcus Lemonis merge to form the Good
. y assumes leadership of Sam RV Travel Guide.
2009 the magazine’s parent Winnebago introduces
Allied Specialty Vehicles company. The Good the Travato Class B, now

ELIMINATE
SUSPENSION SAG

its fastest-selling vehicle. E SHIPPING | LOW PRICES

acquires Fleetwood En- Sam Club combines with
terprises’ motorized as- Camping World Presi-
sets, and Heartland and dent’s Club. Trailer and
Outdoors RV acquire its fifth-wheel manufacturer
towable assets. Augusta RV forms.
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7 TRUCKSPRING
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Forest River, a major presence in the integrated towing packages, trailer- B
industry. Fleetwood, once a Fortune brake controls and mounting systems
500 company, became a casualty of for fifth-wheel hitches. Just before the
the recession, and its assets would end of the decade in 2009, Camping
be divided among Allied Specialty World became an official sponsor
Vehicles, Heartland and Outdoors RV. of the NASCAR Truck series, a move
Tow-vehicle manufacturers that would become even more

Toy haulers (top) and bus conversions [below) represent both sides of the RV spectrum. The
July 2005 issue (lower left) introduces a new fifth-wheel from a new manufacturer, Heartland.
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~inoves our trailer across
the driveway, handling the
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it much anymore as my 9
year old grandson says it’s
his job to hitch and unhitch
the trailer...
And he does it all by himself!"”
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significant for Trailer Life in 2010,
as the magazine’s parent company
officially merged with Camping World
to create the partnership they share
to this day.

We're now more than midway
through the second decade of the
third millennium, and the RV industry
continues to change with the times.
Although it’s still a good idea to visit the
local dealership for a new rig, the digital
age of the Internet has simplified the RV

2014

Ford introduces its 13th-
generation F-Series frucks
and Ford-branded RVs
from Livin’ Lite. High-
land Ridge RV launches.
Omega starts production
at the former Kit factory.

2015

shopping process. Many manufacturers
offer an app specific to their products,
so potential buyers can make informed
decisions before hitting the lot and
signing on the dotted line.

RV enhancements in this high-
tech erainclude state-of-the-art
solar systems, on-the-go satellite
TV and Bluetooth-enabled entertain-
ment systems. Many new floorplans
come with outdoor kitchens and en-
tertainment centers, and are suitable
for four-season use with double-
pane windows, beefed-up insulation,
and heated and enclosed holding
tanks. Most new tow vehicles and

Nest Caravans debuts

a fiberglass trailer, and is
purchased by Airstream
in 2016. Vanleigh,
founded by the Tiffin
family, launches its
luxury Vilano fifth-wheel.

motorhomes include a dashboard
touch screen, a backup camera and
a tire-pressure monitoring system,
among other technological innovations.
The 21st century has seen a marked
shift in manufacturers going green,
using eco-friendly composite building
materials that have less impact on
natural resources, and are lighter-
weight and more durable. Euro-style
trailers with minimalist interiors,
rounded corners and unconventional

2016

As Trailer Life

celebrates

its 75th year,

the Good Sam Club and
Camping World turn 50,
and the National Park
Service marks its centen-
nial, the RV industry is
booming once again,
with 8.5 percent of U.S.
households owning
recreational vehicles.

configurations are also setting trends.

Those looking for large, over-
the-top floorplans can still get their
wish, but thanks to new vehicles
with greater towing capacities than in
years gone by, these yachts-on-wheels
are increasingly more manageable.
Ironically, retro-style trailers remain
in vogue, perhaps a nod to the simpler
times of yesteryear.

RVing clearly has a long and storied
history, and Trailer Life has been there
for most of it. The industry will continue
to evolve, as will the magazine, as long
as people yearn for the great outdoors
and follow the road to adventure. 8

gas-conserving R-Pod is among the
_ first to be Green Certified by TRA.
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GOLDEN OLDIES

VINTAGE CAMPING TRAILERS STOKE OUR COLLECTIVE LOVE AFFAIR WITH THE
MID-20TH CENTURY AND CONNECT ENTHUSIASTS FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE

ith the popularity of vintage camping trailers exploding

over the past decade, more and more enthusiasts are

participating in the hobby, and still more are dreaming

of getting a classic trailer of their own someday. Now
deemed retro, trailers manufactured in the mid-20th century are easily
recognized with their iconic “canned-ham” and “silver Twinkie” shapes
and cozy Leave It to Beaver ambience. If you already appreciate these
nostalgic pieces of our past, spotting them is comparable to finding a
pot of gold hidden among the thousands of modern trailers roaming
along North America’s highways and byways.

Our family is immersed in the
vintage-trailer scene. While traveling,
we often play our own version of Slug
Bug, seeking to be the first to spot
a vintage trailer. In reality, it is three
against one, as Paul, my husband, is
the dominator of this game. Our two
children try to take down the king for
no reason other than to have bragging
rights for having bested their dad.

Identifying trailers is natural for
Angelo, 13, and Grace, 11, as they have

T
SIS B e P
- "Viritagé-trailer rallies are a chance for
enthusiasts to gather and enjoy the weekend

been camping in vintage trailers for
the past 10 years. When both were in
diapers, | wanted to go camping but
was reluctant to return to a tent. In
2006, Paul found a 1962 DeVille trailer
for sale just a few miles from our
home. He purchased it for $500 and
excitedly towed it home, declaring it
perfect for our family. We had no road
map and no idea what the future held
for us, as we started our adventure in
this little trailer.

EARLY DAYS

In the early 1900s, Henry Ford's
assembly line was pushing out cars
at an unheard-of rate, making them
more attainable for the middle class.
Road conditions were continually
improving, and towing a trailer behind
a vehicle seemed like a convenient
way for a family to vacation and

see the country while bringing the
essentials of home along with them.
(I am sure | wasn’t the only mother
thinking | didn’t want to sleep on the
ground with small children.)

The earliest travel trailers were
little more than a tent on wheels, and
by today’s standards, they left much
to be desired in the way of creature
comforts. These campers were often
home-built trailers made to meet the
individual owner’s needs. Around 1916,
several manufacturing companies
were established, and camping trailers
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began being mass-produced. By the
late 1930s, these small-box trailers had
evolved into homes on wheels. Units
were being built with full kitchens,
flushing toilets and exquisitely detailed
designs to meet the needs of couples
and families wanting to hit the road or
have affordable housing.
Camping-trailer construction
methods have long had close ties
with the aircraft industry. The first
riveted-aluminum camping trailer,
the Road Chief, was built by William
Hawley Bowlus in 1934. At Ryan
Airline Company (later renamed B.F.
Mahoney Aircraft Corporation), Bowlus
supervised construction of Charles
Lindbergh’s Spirit of St. Louis. With
his expertise in aircraft manufactur-
ing, Bowlus used known technology to
design an aluminum trailer that was
emulated by many of the future trailer
manufacturers, including Airstream.
After the bombing of Pearl Harbor,
domestic manufacturing shifted to
meet the demands of World War II.

n i

With aluminum on the critical war-
material list, travel trailer production
was put on hold.

After the surrender of Germany
and Japan, returning servicemen and
their families were in need of homes,
jobs and mobility. The camping-trailer
industry boomed. Brands such as
Silver Streak, Alaskan, Dalton, Boles
Aero, Kenskill, Shasta and Aristocrat
that are now coveted by trailer enthu-
siasts were all start-up companies
during this time. Many were started in
backyards, garages and empty sheds,
while some, like Spartan, were a war
manufacturing company’s answer to
how to use their facilities and materials
in a postwar industry.

Wally Byam, the founder of
Airstream, was a visionary in sharing
the dream of trailer ownership. He
wanted to open up the world to his
customers and show them the pos-
sibilities. Byam left two manufacturing
facilities in the hands of employees and
took off on caravans around the globe.

S ST o - =

This soon caused the Airstream name
to be synonymous with adventure. After
traveling across postwar Europe on a
three-month tour, Byam led caravans
into Central America, Asia and Europe.
Airstreams and their owners were
lined up and ready to see the world.
The joy of exploration in a trailer has
never wavered.

In the early 1980s, | was a young girl
growing up in a small town in south-
central Alaska. | remember being in

(Far left) Nick, Nicole and two-month-old
Levi are the third and fourth generations of
Lamb family trailer enthusiasts. (Left) Rich
and Debbie Hershey tow a 1955 Roadliner
with a classic "57 Ford Country Sedan Wagon.

= _—

Charles and Virginia Diffey are the proud owners of a Scotsman trailer, which Virginia named Lottie-Dah, and a matching 1960s Chevy pickup.
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awe when the Airstream caravan came
to town. Hundreds of silver bullets
landing overnight in the middle of our
small town presented a feeling of ex-
ploration. What were those things, and
who were those people who had come
to Kenai? As an adult, | now understand
the wanderlust of caravanning and
gladly join in the journey in one of our
restored vintage trailers.

ESPRIT DE CAMPING

With childhood memories wrapped

up in trailers manufactured from the
1940s through the late '60s, many baby
boomers have a love affair with mid-
century Americana. Vintage trailers’
pink-sparkle Formica, boomerang
laminates, curved wood paneling and
aluminum wings are the epitome of
what is idolized from that era. Walking

(Above, from left) Corey, Monica and
Evelyn Bolen with their lovingly restored
1948 United and the miniature trailer
Corey built for his daughter. Shasta
owners Barry and Faye Holland pose with
Flippin’ RVs host Justin Scribner at the
annual Trailerfest Rally in Lodi, California.
For Tim and Pam Haworth, an aluminum
1950 Aljoa Sportsman is their home away
from home. Caroline and Paul Lacitinola
with daughter Grace and son Angelo, and
the family’s beloved 1948 Trailercraft.
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into an old trailer triggers memories
that may have been shelved for many
years as individuals recall summers

spent on the road with their families,
playing cribbage with Grandma while

eating cookies baked in the camp stove

or fishing with Grandpa at a remote
lake high in the hills.

Today, rallies and car shows across
the continent give people the opportu-
nity to reminisce about their time spent
in a “trailer just like this.” Rallies are
typically weekend gatherings where
owners bring trailers manufactured
prior to the mid-1970s and spend the
weekend camping together. Often
rallies have an open house that allows
the general public to come join in the
fun as they look at the various models
of trailers that have survived and been
brought back to life, trailers that can
once again be enjoyed as they were
originally intended.

Each rally is slightly different, but
they all host a group of enthusiastic
trailer owners who are happy sharing

# 'l ALL NATURAL
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Jim and Shelley Luke bought this 59 Corvette after visiting a vintage-trailer rally. “As soon as
we saw those little gems, we knew we had to get a trailer and be part of the fun,” says Shelley.

stories and laughs with visitors, as well
as unreservedly dressing up for dances,
dog parades, pajama processions and
queen contests. These events have
become so popular that they sell out
quickly and often have waiting lists the
same day reservations are opened.

As hosts of the Trailerfest Rally in
Lodi, California, we have more than 250
trailers registered for the October event
with nearly another 100 on the waiting

list. This hobby welcomes everyone. In
our Vintage Camper Trailers magazine,
it is not uncommon to find more than 80
rallies in 20 states inviting everyone who
wants to join in the fun.

Rally-goers are as diverse as the
trailers they own. This unusual cross
section of the population makes for
fun gatherings. While a large number
of enthusiasts are retired folks and
empty-nesters looking for a fun

Eliminates Musty Odors & Prevents
Moisture Damage Inside Your RV

DampRid"® attracts & traps excess moisture to prevent musty odors

Put the hanging bag
in your RV’s closet
or bathroom.

The hi-capacity tub
features a sealed
safety cover to
prevent spills.
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Rescuing and restoring mid-century trailers
is a labor of love for enthusiasts. (Right) The
woodwork shines inside a 1950s Aljoa. (Far
right) Another '50s classic, this Shasta trailer
welcomes guests with a retro-style awning.

pastime, a growing number of younger
families are getting into the mix. You
can find almost every walk of life rep-
resented at trailer rallies. There are
housewives, single parents, young
families, doctors, dentists, welders,
barbers, painters, chefs, working pro-
fessionals and retirees.

We even have a few who enjoy
making a political statement with their
vintage trailers. One trailerite will
change the picture of the president in
his camper depending on where he is
that weekend. If he is in a conservative
part of the country, he hangs a picture
of Ronald Reagan. If he lands in a
liberal region, he puts up a picture of
John F. Kennedy.

While a little quirky, these wide-

ranging personalities all add to the
unique feel of a get-together that is
hard to match anywhere else. For
several days rally-goers are living next
to people they have just met. Unlike
regular camping, they already have a
connection to their neighbors because
they all love vintage trailers.

FACES IN THE CROWD

We have met people at these outings
who have become like family. Often
we get together outside of rallies just
to hang out and enjoy each other’s
company. Some have even become

surrogate grandparents, aunts and
uncles to our children. This is a

hobby that provides the participants
an occasion to enjoy a real feeling of
belonging. After all, we are a rather
peculiar bunch who want to share in
the preservation and joy of celebrating
North America’s golden past.

The Lambs are a four-generation
camping family. Recently we met up
with Steve and Debra, their son, Nick,
and his wife, Nicole. It was a notable
campout because it was the first time
two-month-old Levi Lamb joined the
family in vintage camping.

« s
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Grandpa Steve recalls going on
outings with his father, Jim, from the
time he was about five years old. In 1969
Jim came home with a 1956 Chevrolet
pickup that he still owns today. Not long
after that, he purchased a 1940 teardrop
trailer. Over the years, Jim owned a
1963 Aristocrat Lil' Loafer and a 1978
Nomad. And when he retired, he bought
a 1984 Road Ranger. Though not quite
“vintage,” the 23-foot Road Ranger,
hooked up to the "56 Chevy, traveled
more than 90,000 miles during the
following 13 years, covering 46 states.

Steve bought his first camping
trailer, a 1971 Cardinal, when he was
18. A motorcycle rider, he spent a lot
of time riding in the desert and enjoyed
having a 16-foot trailer to stay in when
a sandstorm would blow through. Later,
he and Debra took their two children
on numerous camping trips in various
vintage trailers, including a 1965 Oasis,
towed with their 1966 Ford F-100.

Memories of those trips spurred
Nick to acquire his own collection of

trailers. Currently, he tows a 1964
Aristocrat Mainliner with his 1964

Ford Ranch Wagon. Now the fourth
generation, little Levi, is on his way to
making memories that may inspire him
to carry on the family tradition.

Another rally-going couple, Monica
and Corey Bolen, restores vintage cars
and trailers as a creative outlet. When
we first met the Bolens years ago, they
were towing their 1957 Jewel behind a
custom 1928 Ford Model A.

They had just found a new listing
for a 1948 United on Craigslist. Monica
decided to be courteous and wait until
6 a.m. to call the seller. She was the
first to call and was able to buy the
vintage trailer. As soon as the Bolens
cleaned up and repaired the interior,
and applied two-tone exterior paint,
they started reaping the benefits of their
“new” old trailer. Corey even built their
daughter, Evelyn, a miniature trailer
so she can be wheeled around the car
shows and rallies where her dad often
performs with Nick Lamb as part of the

Vintage Vandals, a rockabilly band.

While writing our book, Vintage
Camper Trailers, Paul and | inter-
viewed hundreds of people about why
they got into the hobby. We met one
woman who said she had no direction
in her life once her children left the
house. She found an article about
vintage camping and decided to give it
a try. Knowing nothing about towing a
trailer, she found how-to videos online
and went for it. She said she learns
something every time she goes out
and has found that the vintage-trailer
community is more than happy to help.

From first-time owners to life-long
campers to enthusiastic admirers, there
is place for everyone to join in the fun of
making new memories while enjoying
the trailers of yesteryear. &

Vintage Camper Trailers

Website, bimonthly magazine, hardcover
book, rallies, related gear and classifieds
for vintage-trailer enthusiasts.
www.vintagecampertrailers.com
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hoosing the right vehicle to tow a trailer

is vital for both safety and comfort on the

road, especially if the trailer is a heavy

fifth-wheel. When my husband, Mark, and
| started shopping for a new one-ton truck to
replace our 2007 Dodge Ram 3500, we visited
more than 20 Ford, Ram and GMC/Chevy dealer-
ships across the country. We logged more than
200 miles of test drives, as we narrowed the field
of heavy-duty domestic diesels to tow not only
our current 14,000-pound fifth-wheel but a much
heavier one in the future. Reading the marketing
literature, scouring online forums, and talking with
salesmen and truck owners, we learned a lot about
the features that make a heavy-duty truck a true
towing machine.

Truck Bed
Our first decision was whether to buy a shortbed
truck, which typically has a 6'2-foot-long cargo area
behind the cab, or stick with an 8-foot longbed.
Longbed trucks can haul more and bigger items
than shortbeds, but shortbed trucks can fit into
smaller parking spaces. Plus, a shortbed truck’s
shorter wheelbase makes it easier to do U-turns
and other driving maneuvers in tight spaces.
However, because the kingpin on a fifth-wheel
is positioned over the rear axle of the truck, a
shortbed runs the risk of hitting the overhang
of the fifth-wheel with the back of the pickup
cab when making tight turns. Sliding fifth-wheel
hitches alleviate this problem, and some fifth-wheel
manufacturers make the front ends of their trailers
concave or pointed so the cab and trailer cannot
meet except under extreme driving circumstances.
We tow our NuWa HitchHiker Il more than
100 miles every week and did not want to change
trailers to one with a front cap designed for

shortbed trucks. We also didn’t want to limit

our choice of fifth-wheel hitches or reduce
truck-bed storage or payload. So we came to the
conclusion that a longbed was the right choice for
us. For RVers whose truck is their daily driver and
who tow less frequently, the shortbed might be
the way to go.

Cab Size

We also needed to decide on the size and style

of the truck cab. Standard two-door cabs have

a single row of seats with little or no space behind
them. Extended cabs add some space behind the
seats. Crew cabs come with four full-size doors
and roomy rear seats.

We rely on the back seat of our truck for hauling
everything from groceries to laundry, so we focused
our attention on crew cabs. Ram has an even larger
style on some of its heavy-duty pickups, but the
2016 Mega Cab models are not available with
a longbed, so that was off the table for us.

Rear Wheels

The next big decision was single rear wheels (SRW)
or dual rear wheels (DRW). A DRW truck, also known
as a dually, has a wider stance and is more stable
towing through crosswinds than an SRW truck. It can
also carry a heavier payload, allowing for a larger
fifth-wheel trailer that has a heavier pin weight.
Perhaps most importantly, a dually is safer if there
is a blowout on a rear tire.

The disadvantages are that it is easier to bump
or accidentally drive the rear wheels up on a curb,
and you run the risk of clipping the rear fender at
tollbooths and drive-up windows. Duallies can also
struggle on two-track dirt roads with deep ruts, as
the two pairs of rear wheels may be too wide to fit
in the ruts.

July 2016 TRAILERLIFE 89




ONE-TON TOWING MACHINES

We already had trouble doing
tight turns in our SRW longbed and
were concerned that a dually would
have a larger turning radius. However,
after many test drives, which included
doing lots of doughnuts in parking
lots, we determined that the dually
longbed is no less maneuverable than
an SRW longbed, because the overall
length and wheelbase are the same.
We would have to park in the back
of parking lots whether we bought
a DRW or an SRW.

Drive Type

Another important consideration

was two-wheel drive (2WD) versus
four-wheel drive (4WD). In our full-
time RV lifestyle, we spend a lot of
time on North America’s public lands,
exploring nature on remote gravel and
two-track roads. A 4WD truck makes
off-road towing much easier and opens
up the possibility of driving (without the
trailer] on roads that are not passable
with a 2WD vehicle.

Truck dashboards have evolved into driver-control stations with large touch screens,
rear-backup and cargo-bed views, voice-command features and GPS navigation.

When towing a big trailer, a
4WD truck provides an even more
important capability on access roads
with steep inclines. We learned this
on a gnarly single-lane mountain
road in Utah where the grades were
as steep as 13 percent. Putting our

3500 in 4WD low gear, we were able
to creep down the mountain safely at
51to 10 MPH, relying on the combina-
tion of the gearing and the exhaust
brake to slow us down, even though
our 14,000-pound house was pushing
from behind. Amazingly, Mark never
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had to touch the service brakes on
the 6-mile descent.

Rear-Axle Ratio
The rear-axle gear ratio is a very
important specification when it comes
to the towing capacity of a truck. The
rear-axle ratio is often expressed as
just the first part of the ratio — for
instance, 4.10. Of course, the actual
ratio is 4.10:1 and refers to how many
times the pinion gear (connected to the
driveshaft) must turn to rotate the rear
wheels one revolution. For example, a
3.42:1 rear axle requires the driveshaft
to turn 3.42 times for the rear wheels
to rotate one revolution.

So, with a 4.10:1 rear-axle ratio,
the driveshaft spins more quickly at
a given speed (the rate of the truck’s
wheel rotation) than it does with a
3.42:1. This results in three things.
First, a truck with a 4.10:1 rear-axle
ratio will get a heavy tow load moving
more easily than one with a 3.42:1 and
can ultimately haul heavier trailers.

Second, the engine will rev higher at
all driving speeds, whether the truck
and trailer are starting at a standstill,
are slowly climbing a mountain or
are passing another vehicle on the
highway. Third, a truck with a 4.10:1
rear axle will be less fuel-efficient
because the engine will turn faster
and burn more fuel.

Among the Big Three truck
manufacturers, Ram offers the most
rear-axle options: 3.42, 3.73 and 4.10.
The difference between a 3.42 and a
4.10 in otherwise identical models
can be a truck rated to tow a 20,000-
pound trailer versus one rated to tow
a 30,000-pound trailer.

Another consideration when
selecting the rear-axle ratio is the
predominant type of driving the truck
will be doing. The vast majority of our
driving and towing is on secondary
roads that have speed limits of 45 to
60 MPH and are often hilly. On the few
occasions that we tow on an interstate,
we rarely exceed 65 MPH.

Our 2007 truck had a 3.73:1 rear
axle and a six-speed automatic trans-
mission, and we found the engine
tended to lug and rev too low at
speeds between 40 and 65 MPH. Mark
frequently used manual override to
select a lower gear to keep the engine
in its power band of 1,800 to 2,300 rRPM.

In test drives of new Ram trucks
with the 4.10:1 rear axle, we found
the new Aisin AS69RC transmission
operated at a higher rRPM at every speed
than our old truck, making it a good
option for our driving habits. For RVers
who tow lighter trailers and drive the
truck solo primarily on interstates at
highway speeds up to 75 MPH, a 3.42:1
or 3.73:1 rear axle may be preferable.

Torque and Horsepower
Torque is a measure of the force

it takes to rotate the wheels and
indicates a truck’s ability to pull

hard at a low RPM. Horsepower
measures the torque available at
each RPM. The maximum horsepower
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(Right) Four-wheel drive makes it easier to
tow a heavy trailer up steep inclines. (Below)
Visiting a certified scale ensures that a new
truck-and-trailer combo aren’t overweight.

rating indicates how fast a truck

can accelerate at high rRPM — for
instance, when passing another
vehicle. Both are important consid-
erations when choosing a heavy-duty
truck for towing.

General Motors powers the
Chevy Silverado and GMC Sierra
3500 HD with its 6.6-liter Duramax
V-8 turbo-diesel engine, which
provides 397 horsepower at 3,000 RPM
and 765 lb-ft of torque at 1,600 rRPM.

Ford's turbo-diesel Super Duty
trucks are driven by the 6.7-liter
Power Stroke engine, which is also
a V-8 but offers 440 horsepower at
2,800 RPM, earning best-in-class
bragging rights. The Super Duty
delivers a stout 860 Lb-ft of torque
at 1,600 rRpM, significantly more than
GM’s one-ton trucks.

The 6.7-liter Cummins in the
Ram 3500 is an inline six-cylinder
turbo diesel used throughout the
commercial trucking industry. Paired
with the Aisin AS69RC transmission,
the high-output (H.0.] version has the
highest torque rating among the 2016
diesel pickups, 900 lb-ft at 1,700
RPM, measured at the crankshaft.
The H.O. engine also generates 385
horsepower at 2,800 RPM.

Millions of
RV Buyers!

Place a Free ad today

RVT.com, Circle 138 on Reader Service Card
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Make, Model and Options
While all of the domestic one-ton
trucks are powerful tow vehicles, the
reliability of the Cummins engine, its
high torque rating and our generally
positive experience towing with our
2007 Dodge Ram ultimately swayed us
to choose a 2016 Ram 3500 Laramie
4WD crew cab longbed dually with the
Aisin transmission and 4.10:1 rear axle.
With these options, our truck can tow
a 30,130-pound trailer and a payload
capacity of 5,680 pounds. It also has a
gross combined weight rating (6cwR)
of up to 39,100 pounds.

To equip our new heavy-duty towing
machine, we chose the puck-style hitch
mounts that allow a matched fifth-
wheel hitch to be installed or removed
from the bed of the truck simply by
turning four levers and lifting it in
or out. This eliminates the need for

Heavy Haulers

permanent hitch rails in the bed.

The exhaust brake built into the
turbo on the Cummins engine has
two modes, one for maximum braking
power and the other to maintain a given
speed on descents. We also ordered the
new auto-leveling suspension that uses
air bags to raise and lower the rear end
of the truck slightly, similar to a semi-
trailer. And we opted for two cameras,
the standard backup camera on the
rear bumper and an optional cargo
camera aimed at the bed of the truck.

The Ram also comes with an
elaborate electronic-data center that
provides everything from satellite radio
to GPS navigation to independent-
seat climate control. With heated and
vented leather seats, and a heated
steering wheel, our new truck is not
only powerful but is also a comfortable
and elegant ride.

The 2016 crop of heavy-duty one-ton pickups offers considerable towing
capacity for RVers hauling heavy loads. The right one for you depends on the
weight of your trailer, your travel habits, what you can afford to spend and
personal preference. No matter what tow vehicle you choose, make sure it
is properly equipped to handle the weight of your trailer. v

Ford Super Duty F-350/F-450

The F-Series Super Duty is America’s best-selling heavy-duty pickup. The
one-ton F-350 and F-450 come in a variety of cab and bed configurations
and a choice of single or dual rear wheels. Towing technology includes an
integrated trailer-brake controller, Tow/Haul mode, Hill Start Assist, Trailer
Sway Control (SRW only) and Dynamic Hitch Assist via the rearview camera.
An optional trailer-prep package provides under-the-bed hardware for
mounting a fifth-wheel hitch in the truck bed. Horsepower is rated best in
class, and Ford claims class-leading fuel economy.

Engine......cc... 6.7-liter Power Stroke V-8
Horsepower/Torque......... 440 hp/860 Ib-ft*
Payload 7,050 Ibs.*

Conventional Towing ................ 19,000 Ibs.*
Fifth-Wheel Towing .........c..coe.u. 26,500 Ibs.*

*maximum ratings available

@ RVAir.com

$13.95

Has the
Great Outdoors

left you in need of a
breath of fresh air?

Get an
RV AIR

filter!

MERV 8_

Our 2-stage, 100% recyclable
air filters clean the air before
it enters your AC system,
helping you breathe easy.

RV Air filters remove:

x DUST
x POLLEN
x PET DANDER

Visit RVAir.com today
and see what a difference
a RV Air filter can make!

WE ARE MADE IN THE USA!
Patent Pending

RV Air, Inc., Circle 148 on Reader Service Card
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Comfort Ride Hitch LLC, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card

Comfort Ride Hitch uses advanced
cellular technology that absorbs
energy reducing trailer movement
by 80% when compared with an
air ride hitch or after-market fifth
wheel pin box.

Because of its design, energy
is absorbed within the cellular

system resulting in  minimal

trailer movement.

Using the Comfort Ride Hitch
will  eliminate the cost and
maintenance associated with other
air ride hitches that require air
springs, shock absorbers, air
compressors, controls and the
electrical connection. Even with
shock absorbers or other added
products, air springs will cause
your trailer to move up and down
creating a very uncomfortable ride
in your vehicle.

Because the air compressor,
controls, wiring, and  shock
absorbers are no longer needed,
the Comfort Ride Hitch is very easy
to install. In addition, the cellular
technology units are guaranteed
to never leak, crack or break by a
lifetime manufacturer warranty.

www.comfortridehitch.com

1-844-873-5010
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ONE-TON TOWING MACHINES

General Motors 3500HD

The Chevrolet Silverado and GMC Sierra 3500HD come in regular, double and
crew-cab styles with standard 8-foot truck beds (a 6Y2-foot bed is available in

the crew cab) and an optional dual-rear-wheel axle. Features like Trailer Sway
Control, Digital Steering Assist, Hill Start Assist and Tow/Haul mode combine with
an integrated trailer-brake controller and diesel exhaust brake to make towing
easier. New for 2016, an optional trailer package includes a frame-mounted hitch
platform, a bed-mounted trailer harness and a spray-in bed liner.

Engine......ccoeeveueeerennenns 6.6-liter Duramax V-8  Conventional Towing..................... 20,000 Ibs.*
Horsepower/Torque............. 397 hp/765 Ib-ft*  Fifth-Wheel Towing ...................... 23,200 Ibs.*
Payload.........cooeorerevrerererererereenne 1,153 Ibs.* *maximum ratings available

Ram 3500
Available with single or dual real wheels in four cab choices, including the roomy
Mega Cab, the heavy-duty Ram 3500 offers a high-output Cummins turbo-diesel
engine paired with the Aisin AS69RC transmission to generate best-in-class towing
and torque for hauling heavy trailers. The smart diesel exhaust brake allows for

less aggressive use of service brakes and increased stability on descents, and the
new three-link front suspension contributes to a more cushioned ride when towing.

Payload...........ococveueereeecrcrreeeerennnne 6,720 Ibs.*
Towing Capability 31,210 Ibs.*

*maximum ratings available

Engine.......ccoevuenee 6.7-liter Cummins 1-6 H.0.
Horsepower/Torque............. 385 hp/900 Ib-ft*

Stay Tuned for the 2017 Super Duty

Choosing a new truck is a really important step for safe and
enjoyable RVing. Later this year, Trailer Life will be doing a full test
of the highly anticipated 2017 Ford Super Duty. The all-new design ¢
features a heavy-duty boxed frame and aluminum-alloy body,
making the truck the most advanced yet, according to Ford. &




Everything you need is within reach.

RIVERSIDE RESORT RV PARK
LAUGHLIN, NEVADA

We re pleased to offer you the following special
Trailer Life Weekly Rate.*

A GREAT

B2\ $99 WEEKLY RATE

To Make Your Riverside RV Park Reservations

CALL 1.800.227.3849

ASK FOR THE TRAILER LIFE SPECIAL WEEKLY RATE.

*Excludes holidays and special event periods. Subject to availability. Two complimentary

Riverside Resort & Casino, Circle 161 on Reader Service Card




article and photos by Kenneth W. Dahse

America’s smallest

state capital, Montpelier
offers big-time fun with
first-rate restaurants,
museums, galleries, music
and a historic statehouse
that commands the city,
all set against an idyllic

New England backdrop

The people’s house: Vermont’s gold-
leaf-domed capitol. Montpelier is a
state where participatory democracy
rules from village to village.
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ermont is what Thomas
Jefferson envisioned the
United States becoming: a
small society of independent
and self-reliant farmers and merchants.
Montpelier, the country’s smallest state
capital, with a population approaching
8,000, has that feel, making good on the
vision of the nation’s third president.

Montpelier and its surrounding
environs make for a memorable RV
destination, with shops, restaurants,
campgrounds and all sorts of outdoor
recreation. The region has a number
of highly rated RV parks, and for those
who prefer a more isolated camping
experience, Little River State Park in
nearby Waterbury provides a beautiful
public campground.

Nearby are Stowe, another pic-
turesque New England village, and
impressive Mount Mansfield, the
highest peak in Vermont at 4,393 feet.
Atoll road and gondola lead to trails
summit for panoramic

ERMONT S CAPITAL

views. Ben & Jerry’s ice cream factory
in Waterbury is a fun and tasty stop
for everyone.

Once a farming community with
roots going back to the early 1800s,
the area suffered massive flooding in
1927 that caused extensive property
damage and loss of lives. Another
major flood in 1934 drowned the town
of Waterbury. These natural disasters
became the impetus for construction
of the Waterbury Dam, built between
1935 and 1938 by the Civilian Conser-
vation Corps (CCC) and the U.S Army
Corps of Engineers, creating 860-acre
Waterbury Reservoir. At its zenith, the
CCC camp was a thriving community of
2,000 men and 80 buildings. Now only a
few concrete foundations and solidary
chimneys remain.

Little River State Park is located in
Mount Mansfield State Forest, just off
Interstate 89 in Waterbury, about 15
miles from Montpelier. Reaching
the campground requires a




T 1
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41
3'2-mile drive over dirt-packed Little
River Road. Nevertheless, it is one of
the largest and most popular parks
in central Vermont. The campground
includes 81 tent and RV sites, sans
hookups, and four restrooms, three
with hot showers for a fee.

On the shores of Waterbury
Reservoir, the state park has two
beaches, a boat launch and boat
rentals. It is centrally located to major
attractions in the Montpelier area, but
after a long haul from New Jersey, my
wife, Linda, and | decided a relaxing
swim was in order. Then we’'d plan our
next day’s agenda, which, naturally,
included visiting the capital city.

Just east of Montpelier, in Barre,
is the impressive Rock of Ages Quarry.
. It's the world’s largest open-face

By hte quarry with a depth of 600

t. Narrated shuttle tours are

provided, and you can take a self-
guided factory tour and watch artisans
sculpt and polish the internation-

ally renowned Barre granite. A stop

at the visitor center allows you to

view exhibits, watch a video about the
operation and tour the gift shop.

From there it's a short drive to
Montpelier. The city’s slogan, “A little
capital goes a long way,” is a play
on words that is representative of
this unique state. Small in size and
population, Vermont is America’s most
rural state, yet it is rich in sophistica-
tion, political activity and contradiction.
Although its population is considered
liberal overall, Vermont has few gun
restrictions for ownership or to carry.
Residents run the gamut from small
farmers to independent shop owners,
professionals and hippie entrepreneurs.
Most decisions are voted on directly
by the people in town hall meetings,
bringing to life Jefferson’s vision of
an independent, self-reliant citizenry
providing local rule.

It's difficult for many outsiders to
fathom a capital city wi t

8,000 people, but with Vermont's total
population of only 625,741, it's not

that surprising. Linda and | were most
impressed with the statehouse, a Greek
and Renaissance Revival building
completed in 1859. Its gold-leaf dome
actually has real gold in it.

Contrasted against the deep-blue
sky and green trees of Hubbard Park,
the statehouse symbolizes democracy
and seemed to sing to us. We contem-
plated Martin Luther King Jr.'s words,
“Let freedom ring from every hill and
molehill ... from every mountainside ...
let freedom ring.”

Freedom extends to the fee-free
guided tours of the statehouse, which
are offered from July through October,
Monday through Saturday. With marble
floors, spiral staircases and carved
wood trim, the interior is as impressive
as the exterior. We were able to visit
the ceremonial governor’s office, the
Senate Chamber, and Representatives
Hall, the meeting room for the Vermont
General Assembly. On a previous visit
many years ago, my tour guide was the

rick Leahy, now Vermont's
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(Above left) One horse to another: “Dining in the lush fields of Vermont makes my day.” Mount Mansfield

rises in the background. (Above right) The vibrant Washington County Courthouse in Montpelier.

senior U.S. senator — | bet that would
never happen in a big state!

Only a few steps from the
statehouse is the Vermont Historical
Society Museum, whose mission is
to emphasize “Freedom and Unity.”
The museum’s multimedia exhibits
represent Vermont history from the
1600s to the present. You can walk
through a full-size Abenaki wigwam
and see the re-created Catamount
Tavern, famous for being the gathering
place of Ethan Allen and his Green
Mountain Boys. Allen and 83 of his
militiamen captured New York’s
Fort Ticonderoga from the British,
giving the Continental Army its first
victory during the Revolutionary
War. The Green Mountain Boys also
captured Crown Point, another British
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stronghold in the Champlain Valley.

For a hawk’s-eye view of Montpelier,
visit Hubbard Park, with 7 miles of
hiking trails and a 54-foot observation
tower offering views of the city’s church
spires. Reaching the tower requires
about a 20-minute round-trip walk. As
an alternative, drive to the Cliff Street
overlook for a view.

Experiencing downtown Mont-
pelier on foot is easy, as it is only
about five blocks long, yet it is filled
with unique restaurants, stores,
historic buildings and a lively music
scene. We enjoy people-watching,
and the city’s colorful blend of artists,
businesspeople, government workers,
college students, outdoor enthusi-
asts, musicians and aging hippies
make it all the more fun. Some of the

downtown venues have live entertain-
ment on weekends, and when the
weather warms up, evening concerts
take place on the statehouse lawn.

Julio’s Cantina, Mexican Cuisine
and Margarita Bar has indoor and
outdoor dining next to the Book Garden
bookstore (“Where ideas grow”) and
the Vermont Trading Company, all
worth a look-see. On Saturdays at the
Capital City Farmers Market, more
than 50 vendors showcase products
that include hand-dyed wool hats,
raw goat milk, cheese and, of course,
maple syrup, among other delights.

In 2009 the Vermont General
Assembly passed the Farm to Plate
Initiative to encourage a sustainable
agricultural economy. Subsequently,

a number of farm-to-table businesses

~ $12,000. !ts_ New England style epitomizes the Montpelier reg



Because the whole idea was
NOT to rough it. —

Think ahead. Get gen-ready.

Whether it's keeping cool or staying warm and dry, the reason you want an RV is to enjoy
all the comforts of home on the road. So if singing in the rain is not your idea of a vacation,
equip your RV with a reliable on-board generator before you hit the road. It doesn’t matter
if you're buying a new RV or retrofitting your current model—it pays to think ahead!

Go to powertotrailers.com and see how affordable convenience can be.

Cummins Onan

Performance you rely on.™

115 Cummins Power Generation Inc. Al rights reserved. Cummins Onan and Cummins are registered trademarks of Cummins Inc. “Performance you rely on.” is & trademark of Cummins Power Generation Inc.

Onan Corporation, Circle 101 on Reader Service Card




VERMONT'S CAPITAL ASSETS

have sprung up in Montpelier, such as the Hunger Mountain
Coop market, deli and café, which carries 2,000 local
products, and Kismet, a restaurant offering artisanal meals
made with fresh, local organic ingredients.

Should you need a relaxing cool-down from your walking
tour, Wrightsville Beach Recreation District is 6 miles north
of Montpelier on State Route 12. Here, the north branch of
the Winooski River has been dammed to create a reservoir.
There is a beach, a boat launch and boat rentals that include
canoes and kayaks, plus an 18-hole disc-golf course, a
picnic area and multiuse trails. Be aware that dogs are not
allowed from Memorial Day through Labor Day.

We headed west for a different way to cool down by
visiting the famous Ben & Jerry’s ice cream factory in Water-
bury. The 30-minute guided tour includes a free sample of
ice cream (you can buy more outside), an explanation of the
manufacturing process and a company history video.

As we learned on the tour, Ben and Jerry are two self-
proclaimed misfits and childhood friends from Brooklyn,
New York, who had failed at everything they tried. However,
after successfully completing a $5 correspondence course
about ice cream, they decided to open Ben & Jerry’s Scoop
Shop in Burlington, Vermont. With their hippie philosophy
and cleverly named flavors like Cherry Garcia and Chunky
Monkey, they soon developed a cult following, and the ice
cream became a popular brand.

Every Inch is

WITHIN REACH

with Adjust-A-Brush

When it comes to tough cleaning jobs, don't settle for just
any brush. Adjust-A-Brush products stand up to the toughest

dirt on your RV sides, wheels, windows and awnings.

9' reach

All-About Wash Brush
with Telescoping Pole

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide

(Above) A mother and child enjoy a dip in the lake at Waterbury’s
Little River Campground. (Above middle) Top of the world: A view of
Stowe’s ski slopes and the Mount Mansfield summit from the historic
auto toll road. (Above right) Enjoying woodsy privacy in a popup at the
Little River Campground, with only a short walk to the beach.

A must-drive in the Montpelier area is the Stowe
Mountain Resort Auto Toll Road, open from late May
through mid October, weather permitting. RVs aren’t
allowed on the steep 4.5-mile dirt and gravel road, so
take your tow vehicle to experience the awe-inspiring
views that lead up to the 3,850-foot-high parking lot. To
reach the actual 4,393-foot summit of Mount Mansfield
requires a 2.8-mile round-trip hike, mostly above the

If it doesn’t say

Adjust-A-Brush,

it’s just a brush.
N-Q

4'-8' Padded Extension Pole
with All-About Wash Brush

sy twist on/off
§ threaded syste

GSELFOVD



tree line. On a clear day, the summit
offers impressive views of the Green
Mountains, Lake Champlain, Quebec’s
Mount Royal in Quebec, New York's
Adirondack Mountains and the White
Mountains in New Hampshire.

The mountain is said to look like
the profile of a face, with the peak
being the chin. Hiking the ridge north
on Long Trail takes you through an
alpine environment that is more typical
of arctic areas 1,500 miles to the
north. For us, the first 360-degree view
came after a 15-minute walk, and the
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next 360-degree view came another 10
minutes later. Since it was quite warm
and hazy, we opted not to hike all the
way to the summit. However, the view
on clear days is said to be well worth
the effort, but be prepared for weather
changes that can be abrupt and
extreme, even during the summer.

You can take it easy on the Gondola
SkyRide for great views without the
walking and enjoy lunch at the Cliff
House Restaurant. For the more
adventurous, six tree-to-tree aerial
courses and a zip-line await at Stowe’s

CAMPING NEAR
VERMONT'S CAPITAL

BARRE

Limehurst Lake Campground

9 miles from Montpelier
802-433-6662
www.limehurstlake.com

BRAINTREE

Abel Mountain Campground

25 miles from Montpelier
802-728-5548, www.abelmountain.com

DANVILLE

Sugar Ridge RV Park and Campground
30 miles from Montpelier
802-684-2550
www.sugarridgervpark.com

RANDOLPH CENTER

Lake Champagne Campground

25 miles from Montpelier
802-728-5293, www.lakechampagne.com

WATERBURY

Little River State Park

14 miles from Montpelier

802-244-7103
www.vtstateparks.com/htm/littleriverhtm

America’s Fresh Water Supply Hose

A complete line of water supply hoses to meet every travel need.

' » Drinking Water Safe

. Manufactured with FDA Sanctioned Materials

—

GUARANTEED NOT TO KINK OR TANGLE
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ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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VERMONT'S CAPITAL ASSETS

TreeTop Adventure, open from June 25
through September 5 this year.

After leaving the mountain, we
stopped briefly in Stowe Village, a
quaint town with shops, restaurants,
bicycle paths and country churches.
The town seemed to have been
invaded by the Redcoats — British cars
and Union Jacks were everywhere.
Then | spotted a sign proclaiming
exactly that: Stowe Village was hosting
its British Invasion, New England’s
largest U.K.-lifestyle event. The annual
gathering of Anglophiles and British
automobiles takes place September 16
though 18 this year.

Heading back to Little River State
Park, we observed a steady stream
of classic British cars advancing
on Stowe. We could not help but be
amazed at the uniqueness of the
Montpelier area, with its elegant capital
city, scenic mountains, convenient
parks and diversity of activities. | was
already thinking about what | wanted to
do on our next visit. &

Quick-Connects

STAY AND PLAY

Rock of Ages Granite Quarry
866-748-6877, www.rockofages.com

Stowe Mountain Resort Gondola SkyRide
800-253-4754, www.stowe.com/activities/
summer/gondola-skyride

Vermont Department of Tourism
800-837-6668, www.vermontvacation.com

Vermont State House Tours
802-828-2228
www.leg.state.vt.us/sthouse/sthouse.htm

A farmland paradox: Vintage farming equfbment pui‘out tb basture alongside 21st-
century solar panels. (Top) Ben & Jerry’s ice cream — so many flavors, so little time.
(Above) The first overlook on the trail to the summit of Mount Mansfield where views

of three states and Canada unfold.

THE ORIGINALm

Mr Heater

Hose Kits

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

Regulators

PROPANE CONNECTIONS MADE EASIER

LP Gauge/Tankfoot®

CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




MORE FREEDO V. S

Long distances, harsh elements, and fluctuating fuel prices |\ W

are just some of the challenges you and your truck face. Be \ Sk )7/
ready with a range-maximizing fuel tank system from Transfer &
Flow. Tap every last ounce of your truck’s towing and hauling \
capabilities with an in-bed auxiliary fuel tank, toolbox and fuel
tank combo, or larger replacement fuel tank.

IN-BED AUXILIARY FUEL TANKS

1
=

When your truck can tow a 22,000 Ib. trailer across the country
without breaking a sweat, don't compromise the performance or
quality of your fuel system with a lightweight plastic container.

Transfer Flow fuel tanks are manufactured from American-made
aluminized steel and aluminum diamond plate.

TOOLBOX AND

To find the fuel tank that best fits your needs, or to locate FUEL TANK COMBOS

an authorized installer near you, call or visit our website at
transferflow.com. Spend time less time at the pump, and
more time on the road!

¥ TRANSFER FLOW, INC. A ;
The Leader in Aftermarket Fuel Tank SysteT;ns " ‘
We Fuel Your Adventures. - mADE I

LARGER REPLACEMENT FUEL TANKS USA

Transfer Flow Inc., Circle 155 on Reader Service Card

sitrus: TRANSFERFLOW.COM
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Questions
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Now is the time to purchase a new or used RV or refinance your existing RV loan. Check out some of
our frequently asked questions to see how the Good Sam Finance Center can get you out on the road!

Is refinancing at a good rate still possible? How do | know I'm getting a good rate?

We offer a range of loan terms
from five to 20 years, depending
on the loan amount and age of
the RV. Our short term loans with
lower rates have become popular,
helping customers pay off their
loans more quickly.

Yes! Now may be a good time
to refinance your current RV
loan and lower your monthly
payments. And remember; our
loans have no pre-payment
penalties if you decide to pay
the loan off early.

Do you finance private party RV loans? y N Are your rates the same

Yes! You can purchase a 2008 model year or newer rig from a " ™ for new and used
private party seller in your town or from across the country. o XS % RV purchases?
We'll pay off the seller, put the new registration in your name |

|
and handle all necessary paperwork. jicOirate-larsiticlsame

whether you purchase a new
or used rig from a dealer or a
private party seller across
town or across the country.

'm a Full-Timer. Can | get financing for my RV?

Yes! Good Sam Finance Center offers financing to purchase or .
refinance the perfect RV to call home.

APRs* AS LOW AS

3.79% | 3.99% | 5,99%

on loan amounts of $50k+ on loan amounts of 525k to $49999 on loan amounts of 515k to $24,999

APR s fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate as of April 20, 2016.
See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and loan amounts below $15,000

1-800-444-1476

mention priority code 553

GoodSamRVLoans.com/553 RV Loans

* Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.

** Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days
after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be 2006 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 2008 model year or newer. Maximum loan to
value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA Used Wholesale Base Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model
year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A 7 year fixed-rate $55,000 loan. Based on an APR of 3.79%, this loan has 84 monthly payments of $746.48 each.

Good Sam Finance Center” provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. NMLS ID #19116. Member FDIC.

© 2016 Good Sam Finance Center. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, @
LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GRL47483 - 0316 EQUAL HOUSING LENDER
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out some of the fifth-wheel jouncing that can lead to
premature wear and tear.

Comfort Ride Hitch, a small company based in the
Midwest, has been working with air-bag-equipped

hitches for 20 years. Seven years ago, the company
discovered an alternative that improves the ride substan-
tially. The Comfort Ride hitch now uses proprietary air
cells that add durability and longevity, while eliminating
much of the unwelcome chucking and bounciness expe-
rienced by fifth-wheel owners.

The key is the air cells. These round, 5-inch-tall
cells are made of solid polymer with millions of micro-
scopic holes inside that absorb energy. Air bags have
a good track record in various automotive segments,

ifth-wheel hitches have evolved over the years to including their use in fifth-wheel hitches, but air cells are
make the process of connecting the trailer to the maintenance-free, require no air compressor and can
truck easier and more efficient. Robust weight never leak or blow out. They only discolor, turning yellow,
ratings have been applied to many of these hitches, and after being exposed to sunlight for a while, but there’s no
most articulate to make hitching on uneven surfaces degradation in function.
less complicated. From here, additional features like Since traditional air bags displace energy, they also
air bags have been incorporated that aim to smooth out tend to react to bumps and irregularities in the road
the bumps on roads and create a better ride — and take more slowly, which can actually lead to a rougher ride

Removal of the saddle lightened the load so the hitch
was easier to lift into the truck for mounting. The first hitch
was powder-coated, which gave way to zinc-plating in
subsequent models. The result was a smoother action for
the mechanism. 2} Height adjustments are made by moving
the hinged plate to various holes in the main structure. The
saddle height can be adjusted from 12 to 20 inches. It takes
two people to complete this process.

July 2016 TRAILERLIFE 105



CHUCKING CONTROL

3) As part of the height-adjustment procedure, the bars below the air cells can
be configured to level out the hinged plate. Two bars are available, but none were
used to set the height to the lowest point. 4) We used one of the bars to hold the
hinged plate up while making the adjustments and removing one of the air cells.
5) The air cells must be compressed from 1 to 2"z inches to ensure that the hitch
will absorb the maximum road shock. A tape measure is used to determine the
amount of compression after retracting the landing jacks and placing the total
hitch weight on the saddle.

when the bumps are back-to-back. Since the air cells are constantly
working to neutralize road bumps (including the infamous concrete
highway-expansion joints), the ride can be much smoother.

The Comfort Ride hitch is not a design clone of most of the hitches
on the market. It looks different, almost bulky, and it's made from
high-strength A36 steel, which contributes greatly to the 180-pound
total weight. Earlier models were powder-coated, but the company has
settled on zinc-plating with a second coat of yellow chromite, followed
by a clear sealer, for a number of reasons, including the fact that the
lack of powder-coating keeps all the parts moving freely, without the
potential restriction caused by the thick layer of paint.

We first installed the earlier powder-coated Model 245 hitch but
swapped it out with the newer version after a few trips. Installation is
very straightforward, and if your Ford or Ram truck is fitted with the
in-bed puck system, it’s just a matter of ordering the right hardware
and pinning the hitch in place. The truck we used had the standard
fifth-wheel rails, and the Comfort Ride hitch was easily positioned and
pinned in place without additional hardware. The company can also
adapt its hitch to the B&W flush-mount system.

Getting the hitch up into the bed will take some work because of the
weight, and it's best to use a forklift or a couple of competitive weight-
lifters. The saddle can be removed to lighten the load, but you're still
hefting quite a bit of weight. Once the heavy lifting was over, the hitch
was pinned in place within a few minutes.

Since we were also using a Sidewinder kingpin box, the hitch height
needed to be adjusted to a lower point. It comes from the factory set at
16 inches high, which is the most common height. To make the adjust-
ments, we needed to lower the hinged plate to the bottom holes, getting
the most reduction in height. This process is fairly easy, as long as you
have a helper. It can be done with common hand tools, but we elected
to use a cordless impact driver for most of the nuts and bolts.

6) The lever to open and close the jaws is made of two pieces and is connected by a spring. 7) After inserting the end loop of the spring in the
hole, the wire is bent closed using a Vice-Grip Pliers. 8) While the handle is not the most attractive arrangement, it works exceptionally well,
especially when reaching over the wheel well on a dually truck.
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The hitch is adjustable in 1%2-inch increments, and
the height can be set between 12 and 20 inches. To get
the reduction we needed, the bar that’s mounted below
the air cells was removed completely and the cells
placed on the bottom plate. This bar can be configured
to accommodate height adjustments, and there's an
additional bar available for other configurations. This
process is very simple and took only a few minutes.

When all five air cells are in position, the hitch is
rated at 24,000 pounds with a 5,000-pound pin-weight
capacity. The number of cells needed is determined
after hitching up for the first time, which will impact
hitch height. We started with three cells after validating
that compression (with the hitch weight on the truck]
was within the 1- to 2'2-inch specifications. But after the
initial test drive, we discovered that four air cells did a
better job of squelching chucking.

Once the height and compression are set, it never
needs to be changed unless a new trailer is being towed.
There is no shelf life for the air cells, and they carry a
lifetime guarantee. This is in contrast to air bags, which
are susceptible to dry rot after five to seven years.

Hitching and unhitching are what makes or breaks
any trailering product, and the Comfort Ride hitch is

:: GAC (Granulated Activated Carbon)

with KDF” helps prevent bacterial
growth while filter is stored

™

RV Water Filter
KOF /eac

Water bottle quality and taste
from your RV's tap!

about as easy — and simple — as it gets. An extra-long
handle operates the 1-inch jaws that wrap the kingpin
with very tight fit tolerances. This handle is kind of
funky and probably doesn’t represent the high quality
of the hitch as well as it should. But looks are deceiving
because it works well — and makes it easy to reach from
the side of the bed, especially if the truck is a dually.

Pulling back on the handle releases a pin, which
re-engages through the adjacent collar when the jaws
are securely wrapped around the kingpin. At this point
the jaws will be completely closed and the handle locked
in place. The mechanism has an auto-lock feature as the
kingpin is driven into the saddle, but the user might have
to push the handle back a smidge to verify a complete
lock, even though travel is assisted by a spring. We found
this to be a nonissue.

The four-way-articulating saddle makes hitching
a breeze, and combined with an ultra-smooth
mechanism and an antifriction pad that’s already
attached, the process takes only one attempt —
provided the kingpin is lined up properly and the flat
surface of the kingpin box is only 'z inch from the
saddle. We were surprised by how easily the wedge
on the Sidewinder fit into the slot of the saddle. The

i Large capacity
:: High Flow

i UV resistant canister

EVO Spun PP
Replacement Cartridge

 NEW

"F—
__Water Filter
Stand

Ideal for hard
surfaces!

whd
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ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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CHUCKING CONTROL

9) When the lever handle is pulled back, the
pin releases the mechanism and auto-locks
when the jaws are secure around the kingpin.
The jaws can be locked open, but the pin must
be released before hitching the fifth-wheel. It
may be necessary to nudge the lever forward
against the hitch frame to ensure the jaws
are properly locked. 10) Comfort Ride Hitch
offers a wedge for those using the Sidewinder
kingpin box. The wedge is sized perfectly to
slip into the saddle without binding.

company can provide a custom-cut wedge for Sidewinder
users. Once hitched, the breakaway cable can be connected
to the carabiner on the end of the handle.

Disconnecting the trailer is just as easy, after removing
the weight off the hitch saddle and leaving a small gap. It's
best to put the transmission in Neutral and then Park to
remove any pressure on the jaws before pulling the handle to
disengage the pin and moving the arm forward. The trailer’s
wheels should be chocked first.

We tested the Comfort Ride hitch over 1,000 miles of
California highways, which are notorious for potholes and
expansion joints. Virtually all chucking was gone, except on
extremely bad sections of highway, and then chucking was
less noticeable than with a standard-type hitch. Overall, the

ride was as smooth as it could get in a dually truck. There
was no noise from the pin in the coupler, and we experienced
no creaking or groaning.

Three models are available, but the 245 is the most
versatile, because by removing air cells, it can be adjusted
to handle trailers that weigh as little as 10,000 pounds. The
hitch sells for $1,999, with free shipping to residents of the
Lower 48 states.

Conventional wisdom says that it's hard to invent a better
mousetrap. Comfort Ride Hitch’s innovative design might
just be one exception. &

Comfort Ride Hitch
844-873-5010, www.comfortridehitch.com

For all your
plumbing needs!

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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Why you SHOULDN'T insure
your RV like your car.
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VEHICLE & CONTENTS

Vehicle ....coovvvveeeeei. $25,000.00

; Pack of Gum.......coccveviinae $0.99

RV & CONTENTS > Sunglasses.......coeveiiiiiienins $12.99

RV /- Blanket .......oooveeeeeeieeeeee, $099

TV/DVD Combo.... $495 99 Loose Change ......................... $1.27
Satellite System ..........ccc...... 399999 . -

Bicycles (each) ................... $34995

60+ ITEMS TOTALING THOUSANDS

Big car insurance companies will sell you RV insurance, and then cover your rig like a big car.
Good Sam Insurance Agency offers you top-of-the-line specialized RV coverage that can
save you money. Customers who switch save an average of *400 a year!

IT’S EASY TO SEE HOW MUCH YOU CAN SAVE!

Call 1-800-236-4022 and mention savings code TD-EV
GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/EV

& Good Sam

Insurance Agency

RV + AUTO * HOME * BOAT * MOTORCYCLE

Availability, eligibility, coverages, features and benefits may vary by state and carrier. The content herein is for descriptive purposes only. The exact protection provided is subject to
the terms, conditions, and expectations of the policy contract issued. Average savings based on new policyholder reported data from April 1, 2015 to April 1, 2016. © 2016 Good
Sam Insurance Agency. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC's trademarks is

expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GSI47490 - 0416



Splish-splash across the States to experience 10 wet-and-wild adventures,
from taking an underground boat tour to cascading down high-speed water-
slides — in the dark! — to just soaking in hot springs or relaxing poolside

ummer is in full swing, and while there are plenty of

things to do on land, adding a little water to the family

vacation could very well make it even more enjoyable.
Here are 10 hotspots to cool off at this season. Go ahead and
take the plunge!

Southern California is a
prime destination to catch
the wind and waves on the
state’s seemingly endless
miles of coast. Those with
family fun in mind can catch
some splash time at Legoland California

Resort Water Park in Carlsbad. Located 85 miles south of Los
Angeles and 35 miles north of San Diego, the water park has
a huge 45-foot-tall tower with four main slide rides designed
to keep kids and adults entertained in the creative world

of Lego. Water lovers also get a thrill on Orange Rush, the
family tube slide where up to four people can ride together,
and the single-rider, open-body Splash Out slide that

PHOTO BY MARSHAL RAY

descends 240 feet to the pool below.

True to its name, the Build-A-Raft River is where
children build their own rafts made out of soft Lego bricks
before floating down a lazy river. The park also features
two water-play areas for toddlers, Duplo Splash Safari and
Splash Zoo, with downsized slides and interactive characters
modeled after the pieces found in Lego Duplo sets.

For a total-immersion experience, consider a trip to
Glenwood Springs. An hour’s drive north of Aspen and three
hours west of Denver, the town offers several

options for enjoying the
restorative power of water.

At Glenwood Hot Springs,
you'll find one of the world’s
largest mineral-spring pools,
as well as a therapy pool that
averages temperatures above
100 degrees F. The hot-springs
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vapor caves at Yampah Spa are natural
underground steam baths that were
used by Ute Indians as a source of reju-
venation and healing. And the recently
opened Iron Mountain Hot Springs
offers 16 soaking pools rippling with
iron-rich mineral water. The pools
range from 99 to 108 degrees F, and are
nestled along the banks of the Colorado
River with mountain views.

America’s oldest and longest-running
amusement park, Lake Compounce in
Bristol supplies not only theme-park
rides but also a number of ways to
splash around between Memorial Day
and Labor Day. Lake Compounce’s
Crocodile Cove, the state’s largest water
park, presents the Mammoth Falls
family water adventure, the high-speed
Lights Out slide through darkness,

and Clipper Cove’s 300-gallon water
bucket, water cannons and slides. The
amusement park also features Bayou
Bay, where visitors can splash in the
surf, grab a tube and hit the waves or
find a spot to relax in the sun.

Traveling 20 miles north to New
Hartford, you'll find that tubing down
the Farmington River is another popular
summer pastime. The 3-mile float is
filled with splashing fun from three sets
of wild rapids.

Many vacationers flock to Orlando

for theme parks such as Walt Disney
World, SeaWorld Orlando and Universal
Orlando. But for RV travelers who

pine for a true central Florida outdoor
experience, we recommend putting
Seminole County on your destination

list. Promoted as Orlando’s Natural
Oasis, the county extends acres of
wilderness for hiking and wildlife obser-
vation, and plenty of water activities on
miles and miles of river.

One watery attraction can be found
at Wekiwa Springs State Park, with its
spring that provides 42 million gallons
of water to the Wekiwa River each day.
The park’s kidney-shaped swimming
area varies in depth from less than a
foot to 5 feet, with a small 15-to-20-
foot-deep cavern at the source of the
spring. The cavern extends deeper
into a cave, which can be explored in
great detail. For more recreation, try
horseback riding in the park or paddling
down the gentle Wekiwa between banks
framed with sabal palms.

If wildlife is your adventure, pay
a visit to Lake Jesup, a Seminole
County favorite famed for having the
highest alligator lake population in
North America. The Geneva Wilderness
Area, a scenic 180-acre property
south of Geneva, features a variety of
lakes, ponds and other waterways, all
supporting an equally diverse collection
of wildlife.

Idabo

If you find yourself on a landlocked
journey through the Intermountain
West, consider taking some time

-l

Kayaking on central Florida’s Wekiwa River, one of Seminole County’s spring-fed waterways.

Clearwater River

to experience the waters of north-
central Idaho. In and around Kooskia
(population, 600), you'll avoid the crowds
and traffic of national parks at peak
travel seasons but still find the tranquil-
ity and adventure of life on the river.

Kooskia is situated within the Nez
Perce Indian Reservation, just beyond
the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness,
where the South and Middle forks of the
Clearwater River meet to become one.
Afly-fisherman’s paradise, the rivers
brim with Chinook salmon, steelhead,
rainbow trout and cutthroat.

Kooskia is also home to River Dance
Lodge, a water-focused destination
offering guided rafting trips through
the Lochsa River’s Class IV rapids
and gentler float trips on the Lower
Selway and Clearwater rivers, as well
as kayaking, tubing and fly-fishing
excursions. Trails to mineral hot springs
include the easy half-mile hike to Weir
Creek’s clothing-optional spring-fed
pools. In addition to rental cabins, the
lodge has RV and tent campsites and a
shower house but no hookups.
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An hour’s drive north of Nashville,
Bowling Green's Beech Bend Park
makes for an adventurous family
getaway with plenty of fun on the water.
If you're in town between May and
September, Splash Lagoon Water Park
is the place to be on a hot, humid day.
Four new rides opened the floodgates
this year, starting with the 500-foot-long
Cyclone Saucers water slide and its
55-foot vertical drop. Tidal Wave takes
riders up and down a wall of water,
Riptide plummets through darkness,
and Polynesian Plunge descends into a
swirling bowl of water. Gung-ho family
members will also appreciate the Ragin’
Rapids water slides, Surf's Up Wave
Pool and the giant tipping bucket at Tiki
Island. When it's time to relax, there’s
the Lazy River and the giant leisure pool.
The National Corvette Museum is also
located in Beech Bend Park.

Bowling Green offers another
watery attraction at Lost River Cave.
Here, Kentucky's only underground
boat tour takes visitors on a cave-
system excursion on a river that
Ripley’s Believe It or Not claims is the
shortest and deepest in the world.
The Kayak the Cave tour is a unique
flat-water experience that is suitable
for first-timers and advanced kayakers
alike, and participants see the cave
from a new perspective.

For more underground fun, nearby
Mammoth Cave National Park preserves
the world’s longest known cave system.
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The sacific Northwest is a beautiful

place to visit with no shortage of watery
wonders. For starters, the spring-fed
McKenzie River in the Cascade Range
presents recreational activities from
fly-fishing off a historic driftboat to
rafting Class Ill and IV rapids, all in

a truly scenic setting. The moderate
2.6-mile Waterfalls Loop trail follows
the river under a canopy of fir and
cedar trees to a pair of thundering
white-water cascades, Sahalie and
Koosah falls.

A two-hour drive west to to the
central coast leads to the charming
seaside town of Florence. From there,
the rugged cliffs along U.S. Route 101,
the Pacific Coast Scenic Byway, offer
classic tourist attractions like the Sea
Lion Caves, Heceta Head Lighthouse
and incredible RV-accessible beach
stops where you can camp under the
trees and splash in the waves. Enjoy
your choice of beach camping with an
iconic ocean view to the west or pursue
calm lakes east of Florence.

Tm
If you're researching places to enjoy
fun in the waves, chances are, you've

Kentucky’s only underwater boat tour
explores the Lost River Cave where visitors
glide under the “wishing rock.”

already come across the Schlitter-
bahn Waterpark and Resort in New
Braunfels. In 1966, along a stretch
of a tree-lined, spring-fed riverin
the Texas Hill Country, Bob and
Billye Henry and their three children
began creating what would eventually
become the world’s first water
resort and the nation’s most popular
summertime water park. Since what
they were building had never been
attempted before, the Henrys relied
on their own vision of combining water
fun and resort accommodations into
a family destination.
Half a century later, it certainly
seems like the Henry family was
onto something, as Schlitterbahn
now offers more than 70 acres of
family fun, thrilling adventure and
relaxation. Nestled along the banks of
the Comal River, the New Braunfels
resort features heated swimming
pools, kids water playgrounds, epic
river adventures, and plenty of spots
to enjoy a moment’s relaxation by
the water. Part of the resort opens
for spring break each year and on
weekends starting in late April. Then
from Memorial Day through Labor Day,
the park is open daily.
Beyond e
the New |
Braunfels :
location,
Schlitter-
bahn has
three more

PHOTO
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The Toughest, Longest-Lasting Hose!
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Rugged TPE Hose Revolve™ Universal ExtendGrip™ Eliminate Dripping

Prevents Leaks Sewer Adapter Fitting During Storage
with Handle

TITAN" 15-FT
SEWER HOSE KIT
Includes 15’ Sewer Hose with pre-attached

fittings, Revolve™ Universal Sewer Adapter
and two Endcaps.

TITAN" 10-FT
SEWER HOSE

Can be used alone or as an extension to the
15-ft hose, creating a 25-ft sewer connection.

15' Titan™ Sewer Kit

MADE IN
USA THETF::
From the RV Sanitation Expert! www.thetford.com/itan

Thetford Corporation, Circle 154 on Reader Service Card  A324]



RV Armor, Inc., Circle 149 on Reader Service Card

GUARANTEED.

THE BEST
WARRANTY
True Lifetime

Material and
Labor Warranty

NEVER GET ON
YOUR ROOF AGAIN.

Finally, there is a Convenient,
Affordable, Permanent,
Guaranteed RV Roof.

The “Direct Bond” new

RV roof system with a
manufactured, custom fit.
Lightweight: Seamless, and
maintenance free.

Convenient: Don't Move!

We'll come to you and install your

new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.

Affordable: Less expensive than
a traditional roof replacement.

Bonds directly over rubber, metal,
fiberglass or wood decking.

FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-782-7667)
FIND OUT WHY MANY EXPERTS

CONSIDER RV ARMOR THE
ULTIMATE RV ROOFING SOLUTION

RV ARMOR is a Federally Registered Trademark
of RV Armor, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Texas water parks, in Corpus Christi
and on Galveston and South Padre
islands, plus a fifth destination

in Kansas City, Kansas.

A little more than two hours from
Washington, D.C., and home to a
national park, the Shenandoah Valley
is a family-friendly region that offers
myriad outdoor activities. One fun
water-focused destination is Mas-
sanutten Resort. In addition to more
than 6,000 acres focused on outdoor
adventures, the resort is also home to
an indoor and outdoor water park.
Open inside year-round and outside
from Memorial Day through Labor Day,
the Waterpark at Massanutten features

(Places to Stay

CALIFORNIA

Oceanside

Oceanside RV Park

760-722-4404, www.oceansidervpark.com
Vista

Olive Ave RV Park

877-633-3557, www.oliveavervresort.com

COLORADO

Glenwood Springs

Glenwood Canyon Resort

800-958-6737

www.glenwoodcanyonresrot.com

Gypsum

Aunt Sara’s River Dance RV Resort
720-933-9212, www.auntsarasriverdancerv.com

CONNECTICUT

Bantam

Cozy Hills Campground

860-567-2119, www.cozyhills.com

Bristol

Bear Creek Campground at Lake Compounce
860-583-3300, www.campbearcreek.com

FLORIDA

Sanford

Wekiva Falls Resort

352-383-8055, www.wekivafalls.com

tubes, body slides, the Blue Ridge
Rapids lazy river, and Massanutten
Meltdown, an area packed with water
cannons, waterfalls and a giant tipping
bucket. For members of your travel
party who like surfing, the Pipeline
FlowRider attraction lets them ride the
waves indoors year-round on specially
designed boards.

If you're in the Midwest, traveling a far
distance to a seaside destination can

be expensive and time-consuming.

For a closer trip focused on fun in the
water anytime of year, consider visiting
Wisconsin Dells, billed as the Waterpark
Capital of the World. Reasonably priced
and family-friendly, Wisconsin Dells
has a vast number of watery attractions
set against a backdrop of breathtak-

ing rock formations and sandstone
cliffs along the banks of the Wisconsin
River. Some of the area’s most sought-
after man-made attractions include
extreme plunge slides, tube rides,
racing speed slides, bowl drops, water

. Twelve Oaks RV Resort
: 800-633-9529, www.twelveoaksrvresort.com

- IDAHO

. Grangeville

: Bear Den RV Park

. 208-983-0140, www.beardenrv.com

: Kamiah

: Long Camp RV Park

208-935-7922, www.longcamprvpark.com

- KENTUCKY

. Bowling Green

Beech Bend Family Campground

© 270-781-7634, www.beechbend.com

. Cave City

: Singing Hills RV Park

270-773-3789, www.singinghillsrvpark.com

: OREGON

. Eugene

Eugene Kamping World

: 800-343-3008, www.eugenekampingworld.com
: Premier RV Resorts-Eugene

: 541-686-3152, www.premierrvresorts.com

: Shamrock Village Recreational Vehicle Park
 541-747-7473, www.shamrockvillagepark.com
. Florence

. B&E Wayside RV Park

PHOTO COURTESY MASSANUTTEN RESORT




roller coasters, an indoor surf machine,
massive wave pools and lazy rivers.

All told, Wisconsin Dells has more
than 200 water rides and holds the titles
of America’s largest outdoor water
park (Noah's Ark Waterpark], America’s
largest indoor/outdoor-combo water
park (Wilderness Hotel and Golf Resort)
and Wisconsin’s largest indoor water
park (Kalahari Waterpark Resort
Convention Center).

With nearly 100 restaurants close
by, a wide range of shopping options
and world-class spa facilities, this travel
destination may be more tempting than
driving hundreds, if not thousands of
miles to a seaside resort. Most of the
outdoor water parks and recreation
areas are open from Memorial through
Labor Day, and many indoor attractions
remain open year-round. &

541-997-6451, www.bandewaysidervpark.com
Heceta Beach RV Park

541-997-7664, www.hecetabeachrvpark.com
Pacific Pines RV Park and Storage
541-997-1434, www.pacificpinesrv.com

TEXAS

New Braunfels

Hill Country Cottage and RV Resort
830-625-1919, www.hillcountryrvresortnb.com
San Marcos

Pecan Park Riverside RV and Cabins
512-396-0070, www.pecanpark.com

VIRGINIA

Mount Jackson

Shenandoah Valley Campground
540-477-3080
www.shenandoahfamilycampground.com
Verona

Shenandoah Valley Campground
800-310-2580, www.campingisfun.com

WISCONSIN

Wisconsin Dells

Christmas Mountain Village Campground
608-253-1000, www.christmasmountainvillage.com
Sherwood Forest Camping and RV Park
877-474-3796, www.sherwoodforestcamping.com

Hook it up Yourself with a
WIRELESS CAMERA 4

Wireless Trailer Hitch Camera

= 100% Wireless & Portable
= Easy—Installs in Seconds!

* Magnetic & Submersible
Camera

Info/Buy Now: 1-877-298-2055 or
visit our website at:

www.iballhitchcam.com

» Trailers (Boat, Camper,
Horse, ATV, Livestock
and More!)

$ 169 wiFree US/CDN Shipping

SAVE $30 Today' Use Promo Code TL716

BETTER AWNING, LOWER PRICE... WE MAKE IT HAPPEN!

PRICES 40-60% LESS THAN THE COMPETITION

LED Light Kits, Awning Hardware, Misting Systems, Patio Mats and more!

AWNINGS SLIDE-OUTS SUN-SHADES
150z Vinyl 160z Vinyl Blocks 85% of UV
8-22' up to 198" up to 20’

We offer RV awning products that surpass the industry standards
and are the lowest priced on the market.

CALL (574) 326-3051
VISIT WWW.SUNWAVEPRODUCT.COM

iBall Hitch Cam, Circle 141 on Reader Service Card

Sun Wave, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card
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TravelAssist 3

Get ready for Summer Travel with Good Sam TravelAssist

EMERGENCY MEDICAL EVACUATION VEHICLE RETURN SERVICE RETURN HOME AFTER HOSPITALIZATION
$32C,500 FREE SE,5U0 " FREE $3,500 FREE

CHOOSE THE PLAN THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU—AND SAVE!

43 Months 43 Months

TravelAssist FREE TravelAssist e

Worldwide emergency medical and travel assistance

All the protection of TravelAssist
RV/vehicle return service P

Extended family coverage, including grandchildren
and parents

24/7 Nurse Helpline

Coverage when traveling for business or pleasure,
spring break or summer vacation, 24/7/365

Includes glasses and prescription replacement
assistance Transportation to visit hospitalized family member

LIMITED-TIME OFFER ends June 30, 2016. Sign up now!
Call: 877-863-1506 Click: GoodSamTravelAssist.com

*Introductory offer for new members only. This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Plan Description carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions,
and limitations. © 2016 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC's trademarks
is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GTA47433 - 0316
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RV water filters make removing impurities

and improving taste as quick and easy

as turning on the tap

ater is the lifeblood of any self-contained RV. Not
only is drinking at least eight glasses of water every
day suggested for good health, water is also used for
cooking, bathing and cleaning. Water that is murky

¥

is not pleasant, and when it takes on strong odors, especially
chlorine, it's hard to drink without holding your nose. Add cysts,
bacteria and viruses to the equation, and finding pure water

these days can be quite the challenge.
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When we're at home, the water is
usually provided by a municipal system
or from a well. If you're lucky, the water
will be clean and drinkable, but if it's
not, you have the option of installing
various systems that can treat the water
effectively. When traveling, water quality
will be unknown until you hook up and
turn on the faucet, and then you still
will have no idea if the water is actually
safe. There are many campgrounds
where drinking out of the tap is not a
problem and the water is clear and
tastes good. Unfortunately, water that is
high in sediment but still drinkable can
wreak havoc on faucets, showerheads

o e

and even the toilet valve. Water that's
contaminated can get you sick and spoil
a trip.

Ideally, some type of onboard
filtration or purification system —
whether permanently mounted or
portable — should be considered for
protection against bad water when
hooking up at campgrounds, as well
as when filling the water tank from
unknown sources.

Choosing a filtration system for your
needs will be an individual process, and
there are a few questions that must be
answered before proceeding. How much
volume of water will be used? How often

b o TE BN < e e -

is the RV used? What level of purifica-
tion is required for your needs? Do you
want to filter the entire RV or just the
cold side of the galley faucet for cooking
and drinking purposes? Perhaps
adding an auxiliary faucet for drinking
water alone would be ideal. Cost can
be a factor as well, but there are many
different options on the market to suit
your needs.

Having absolutely pure water in
an RV is not easily attainable. The best
system for purification is reverse-os-
mosis, but these systems are expensive,
take up valuable space and use a lot of
water. Distillation provides the purest

T

Typical standard (10-inch) canisters are connected with a brass fitting for convenience and easy handling. Water hoses can be connected

to brass fittings on the inlet and outlet of the canisters.
up systems to keep them upright. Here, an oblong plastic bucket was cut to accommodate the two canisters.
A special plastic wrench is used to loosen the filter housing from the top plate with the fittings. An

setup and takedown quick and clean.

0-ring seals the two pieces without overtightening.

While it is OK to lay the canisters flat on the ground during use, many owners rig

Brass quick-connectors make
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water, but having such a system in an RV is not practical.
Water softeners remove only calcium, the stuff that makes

the water hard and leads to clogged faucets and showerheads.

There may be a multitude of contaminants found in
city-water supplies. Commonly identified biological con-
taminants include cysts, protozoa, chlorine, Giardia, bacteria
and viruses. The best defense against bad water is to use a
sediment filter set up in front of another filter designed to
capture biological contaminants. A single in-line filter cannot

perform the task that multiple-canister systems are capable of.

The following filters are the most commonly used by the
RV community.

Sediment Filters

Every RV should have a good-quality sediment filter. These
filters are designed to remove dirt, sand, minerals, metals
and other similar contaminants that can create problems
with the water. Smell and taste will pass through them,
however. The most popular systems use two canisters, one
with a filter that traps the sediment followed by a filter that
improves taste. It's recommended that the cartridge be at
least able to filter out anything larger than 5 microns. The life
of these cartridges is dependent on usage, but they generally
need to be replaced when the water flow slows down.

Carbon Filters

The second filter in a good two-cartridge system should be
carbon. It should be rated at .5 microns and be capable of
removing lead, heavy metals and cysts — all contributors

to bad taste. When choosing a carbon filter, go with a solid
carbon-block product because it removes much smaller con-
taminants than granulated carbon filters. Water that’s forced
through a solid block of carbon will be stripped of many more
contaminants when compared to the water that flows in and
around granules. Water that comes in contact with carbon
will also taste better, generally.

In-Line Filters

Basic in-line filters will treat water to a lesser degree, and
for some owners it may be all that is necessary, depending
on the water source and how often they use their RVs. These

5) A sediment filter is used in the canister closest to the water
source. Compare the filter in the canister to the new filter on the
left; after only five weeks of service, it's easy to see why a sediment
filter is needed. The filter should be replaced when water flow slows
down. 6) A charcoal filter is used in the second canister. This filter
will remove lead, heavy metals and cysts that taint the water and
contribute to bad taste.

types of filters can also be used to fill your RV's water storage
tank from a home or campground source.

When shopping for an in-line filter, choose a model
with KDF additives. This cartridge will have zinc and copper
additives that resist bacteria growth incorporated into the
carbon filter.

These types of filters are particularly good for occasional
use. In-line filters are the biggest culprit for diminishing
water volume and flow, and the problem is compounded as
the filter clogs with sediment and particles. High-quality
filtration is not feasible with an in-line filter, simply due to
its small size. However, these cartridges can help improve
taste to a small degree but will not remove chlorine or other
biological contaminants.

Ceramic Filters

Ceramic cartridges are the kings of submicron filtration. A
micron is equal to one-thousandth of a millimeter. Ceramic
filters, in a candle configuration, will remove biological con-
taminants and chlorine, and they can be cleaned and reused
for many years with great success. While there are a number
of these filters on the market, the Doulton cartridge is said to
be best for purification. Ceramic candles impregnated with
silver nitrate will prevent the growth of algae and mold.

E=

7) Carbon filters used in the jumbo canister last much longer and will not restrict water flow. 8) In-line filters help but are designed for
light-duty service in RVs that are used infrequently. Always look for an in-line filter with KDF additives, which help retard bacterial growth.

9) Filters that purify water can be routed through an independent faucet that’s used for drinking and cooking. In most cases, it’s not necessary
to purify water for the entire RV, which will shorten the life of carbon and ceramic filters.
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Thanks to the use of inherently quiet four-stroke
engines and superior technology, Honda generators

boast incredibly low decibel levels. P O R T A B L E
Honda EU Series generators are made for true portability, from the
lightweight, easy-to-carry suitcase design to the compact design of
the EU7000iSAT with wheeled transport kit.

Honda has an unmatched reputation for reliable generators that offer
dependable starts and keep running year after year.

FUEL-EFFICIENT _

Honda's superior technology, with features such as Eco-Throttle, means
increased fuel efficiency and longer run times.

QUlET HoNDA

Quiet

Private Office

Honda
Portable
Generators

Normal Speech

Vacuum Cleaner

A
STz 1324

Inside a Car at 50 mph

Rotary Mower

Heavy City Traffic
Chain Saw

Auto Horn at 3 ft.

EU2000i
Companion™
Shown

Jet Plane at 50 ft.

Loud

EU2000i EU2000i COMPANION’ EU3000i HANDI" EU3000is EU7000iSAT

What Can a PORTABLE HONDA GENERATOR Power?

Coffee Small Electric Small Large Fridge/ Air
Model TV Computer Maker Microwave Fry Pan Heater Microwave Freezer Conditioner
EU2000i/Companion™ | | | | | | | | | | |
g EU3000i/Handi™ ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] I (13,500 BTU)
g EU7000iSAT | | | | | u | | I (15,000 BTU)

For optimum performance and safety, we recommend you read the owner’s manual before operating your Honda Power Equipment. ©2016 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. Connection of a generator to house
power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualified electrician. Spark arrestor approved by U.S. Forest Service for use in National Parks.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




10) For this RV, which is lived in full time, jumbo canisters are
mounted under the sink. Jumbo canisters can also be set up outside
to service all the faucets in the RV. 11) Ceramic candles can be
cleaned with a special brush. Keeping the ceramic filter clean will
add years to the service life. This filter has been in full-time service
for eight years. 12) Six Rio 2000 ceramic candles are used inside this
jumbo canister. This filter configuration provides the purest water
without going to a reverse-osmosis or UV system.

A ceramic filter, used in conjunction with a sediment and
carbon filter, will provide the greatest protection against bad
water for any RV, even in areas where the water supply is not
up to strict quality standards. Only a reverse-osmosis system
or ultraviolet light can improve on the filtration and protection
afforded by ceramic filters.

Use and Care
Standard- or jJumbo-canister-type systems are typically found
on the market. The standard 10-inch versions are available
at most home-improvement stores, Camping World and
RV-supply stores. These are generally the most popular
models used by RVers. A single standard canister can be
used with a sediment or carbon filter. A double standard-
canister system can be equipped with the sediment and a
ceramic solid-carbon block or even a hybrid ceramic/carbon-
block filter.

Full-time RVers, or those who spend long periods of

time on the road, should consider the jumbo canister,
like those marketed by the RV Water Filter Store. These
canisters are designed to treat larger volumes of water
and are capable of the best filtration possible over a longer
period of time. The best jumbo-filter combo canister
contains a plastic block that holds six ceramic candles.
The water flows into the canister and passes through each
candle. The added bonus of the jumbo canister versus the
standard canister is that the volume and water pressure are
not restricted.

When setting up a system for an RV, most owners

LAUNDRY DAY...SIMPLIF!

5 STROMBERG CARLSON
_l PRODUCTS INC.

EXTEND-A-LINE CLOTHES DRYER

* 42"L truss-design arms support up te 10 |bs. each
* Mounts on RY ladder or with included wall-mount
* 52°Lx 7"H x 7"D folded

— p— P —

» Removes easily and stores compactly for travel

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




HARBOR FREIGHT

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES

#  \WQW SuPER COUPON

Customer Rating

a5 Lk L

WIRELESS
‘I!{“élTV'I{lTE CONTROL
comp at

$89%9 50
T ||\|Lﬂllljﬂls|!j|‘!l!|\|||\|||H\\ll\

by calling
stores or_ HarborFrelght.com or in
LIM\IZ’A?ZS& ngvu\l\ota‘ B: mused with ofer _discount n'rj‘ mn‘:yp?:\'al or[e&r‘\&v
zg(rthases after 30 days (rumNﬂl'\%vg:ls'em’rlnehasgm;l:\va. cnu;?m\ i

last. Non-r ’
g:gemqendwV:’H%“Ethrseu\}’;h"einli411e Limit one coupon per_customer pevd

16 0Z. HAMMERS
WITH FIBERGLASS
HANDLE
PITTSBURGH

CLAW RIP

LOT 69006 | LOT 47873 shown
60715/60714 69005/61262

YOUR CHOICE

Customer Rating $399

LOT 61258 shown
61840/61297/68146

(EapLaND)

comp at Sl 7.99

(T

LIMT 8 - Good at our stores or Harborfreightcom or by caling
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt.
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be

3-IN-1 ELECTRIC
BLOWER VAGUUM
Customer Rating ULCHER

ATk ]

- Lot 62469
"'; & 62337 shown

SAVE
29%

W .
Y

PORTLAND. comp ot $63.88

RN, O

Good at our stores or HarborFreightcom or by calling

LMt 4 -
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt.
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be

presented. Valid through 10/14/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

US*GENERAL I
Customer Rating

T A
SAVE

LOT 69397/61427
81 80 95272 shown

* 704 Ib. capacity
comp at $34999
[T

LMIT 5 -
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt.
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be
presented. Valid through 10/14/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

Good at our stores or HarborFreightcom or by calling

BATTERY FLOAT
CHARGER
Customer Rating

SAVE
82%

$599

LOT 69504/69955/42292 shown_ compat $34.99

R

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreightcom or by calling
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt.
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be
presented. Valid through 10/14/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

.7 SUPER COUPON ,

0%

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day. Save 20% on any 1 item
purchased. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any of the
following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, extended
service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking lot sale item,
compressors, floor jacks, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts,
trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Badland, CoverPro, Daytona,
Diablo, Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Predator, Stik-Tek, StormCat,
Union, Vanguard, Viking. Notvalid on prior purchases. Non-transferable.
Original coupon must be presented.  Valid through 10/14/16.

55815134

2.5 HP, 21 GALLON, 125 PSI
VERTICAL AIR COMPRESSOR
LOT 69091/67847 shown
61454/61693/62803

GENTRAL
PNEUMATIC
Customer Rating

Dk Dk [k A

AVE
339

$15999

558032271

LimiT 3
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt.
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be
presented. Valid through 10/14/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

CENTRALPNEUMATIE

en 12058

21EAL

- Good at our stores or HarborFreightcom or by calling

SAVE TRAILER Hitch

7 7 % Haul@Master
w LOT 61914
" i 61320 shown

Customer Rating

$1 999
comp at $89.99

R O

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or Harborfreightcom or by calling
800-423-2567. Cannot be wused with other discount or coupon or prior
purchases _after jays from original purchase with ~original  receipt.
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be
presented. Valid through 10/14/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

07 FOLDABLE
Qs?;%@ ALUMINUM
5> SPORTS CHAIR
1 LoT ng;:éﬁiﬂﬁﬁ 3
SAVE
55% Customer Rating
[ [ [ ok
at < 2501h.

$2199$4“6“.| 7 capacity
R

Lmr 3 -

Good at our stores or HarborFreightcom or by calling

i} SAVE '
: 73% $599 comp at

How Does Harhor Freight
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools
at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions
of dollars in our own
state-of-the-art quality test
labs and millions more in
our factories, so our tools
will go toe-to-toe with the
top professional brands.
And we can sell them for a
fraction of the price because
we cut out the middle man
and pass the savings on to
you. It’s just that simple!
Come visit one of our
650+ Stores Nationwide.

~Wow

CustomerRating 18 VOLT CORDLESS
[ [ & [ 3/8" DRILL/DRIVER
WITH KEYLESS CHUCK
drilimaster

LOT 62868/62873
69651/68239 shown

Includes one

8V NiCd
battery and charger.

comp at 549.21

55805099

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or Harborfreightcom or by calling
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt.
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be
presented. Valid through 10/14/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

A SUPER COUPON
L
HOR GAS ENGINES

LOT 60363/69730

___ LOT 60900/0=0S=

T 68121/69727 shown

v CALIFORNIA ONLY

TOR Customer Rating
PRERATS o

VBRI B

&
by calling
2otes. or Harborfreightcomof
UM 3 oot e lsed win_olter_dscont or coupen of picY
LTI, S s Tom ongalpuse it ot (B
o st Nontransterabe. Or
gyees'emgeﬁwvmm‘ﬁ%%‘ewmne Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SPLIT LEATHER |
WORK GLOVES |
WITH COTTON BACK
1 " 5 PAIRS
Customer Rating

| R

\

LOT 66287 shown
60450/62371
62716/62714

$22.45
R A

IlIMIT 8 -

s WOW

Good at our stores or Harborfreightcom or by calling * LIMIT 5 -

650+ Stores
Nationwide

.7~ SUPER COUPON ,

FREE

WITH ANY PURCHASE
PITTSBURGH

6 PIECE
SCREWDRIVER
|, SET

| LOT 61313/62583/62728

47770/62570 shown
LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior

VALUE
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by

calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through
10/14/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

A
SUPER .

RAPID PUMP®
1.5 TON ALUMINUM

COUPON*
RACING JACK
PITTSBURGH E=Xzm

LOT 69252/60569 shown

68053/62160 i
§2496/62516 Customer Rating

* 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts
Most Vehicles
* Weighs 34 Ibs.

comp at S] 19.99

55820382
LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or Harborfreightcom or by calling
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt.

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be
presented. Valid through 10/14/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

3 PIECE DECORATIVE
SOLAR LED LIGHTS

LOT 95588/60561
69462 shown

Customer Rating

Pk [k [k A

$g99

comp at 52999

o IV 00 00000
B583I3ZILHTE

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or Harborfreightcom or by caling
|800—42372567 Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original ~receipt.
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be
presented. Valid through 10/14/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

FRERAEER 875

0 PEAK
7000 RUNNING WATT.
13 HP I!42() ch
GAS GENERATOR
LOT 68530/63086
63085/69671 shown

* 76 dB Noise Level
Customer Rating

[k [k [ [ | g AV
449 CALIFORNIA ONLY

59499,
L

Good at our stores or HarborFreightcom or by calling

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon “or prior || 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon “or prior || 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon “or prior

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt.

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original ~receipt

fier good while supplies last.  Non-transferable. Original coupon must be Il Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be Il Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must b
presented. Valid through 10/14/16.  Limit one coupon per customer per day. o presented. Valid through 10/14/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. , presented. Valid through 10/14/i6. Limit one coupon per customer per da.

* 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
* Over 30 Million Satisfied Customers

o Lifetime Warranty ona

¢ No Hassle Return Policy

¢ HarborFreight.com
* 800-423-2567

Hand Tools
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position the filters outside, in line with
the water hose. Standard %-inch brass
fittings make hookup simple, and the
use of good-quality quick connectors
add convenience to the process. Many
users build boxes or supports to hold
the filters upright, which can be done by
modifying milk crates or buckets. While
this keeps the filters off the ground, it's
not necessary; most filters will do just
fine lying on the ground in a horizontal
position.

Protection from direct sunlight
is more important. Filters that are
shielded from the sun will last longer
and resist growing algae and other
similar stuff inside that can plug the
cartridge(s) prematurely. This can easily
be done by placing the filters under the
RV when in service, by building them
into a compartment or by placing a
cloth or sunscreen material over the
filter housings. While it's best to drain
the filters prior to storage, this is not
necessary, except to keep water from
running all over the compartment when

storing portable systems.

Tip: Install a strip of masking tape
on the canisters and write the date the
filters were last serviced. It's best to
service the filters before the water flow
becomes too restricted.

When shopping for any type of water
filter, check for the National Sanitation
Foundation (NSF) certification. The NSF
thoroughly tests filters for flow rates,
chlorine removal, taste, odor and partic-
ulates. For instance, a Class | filter can
remove 75 to 100 percent of chlorine. A
Class Il removes 50 to 75 percent, and
Class Ill will remove 0 to 50 percent of
the chlorine.

To test chlorine-removal effective-
ness, we visited an RV park where the
chlorine smell was exceptionally strong,
rendering the water almost undrink-
able. After running the water through
the ceramic-and-solid-carbon-block
jumbo-canister system, the smell was
gone and the taste was as that from
bottled water.

Not only will an effective system

Start your, season off ‘fres

‘
Before you hit the road use COMMANDO™ Black Holding Tank Cleaner to clear out any
residual build-up or clogged Sensors — then rer on PORTA-PAK® Portion Control Deodorizer

to maintain \ 0

Cleans sensors [

Consumer friendly [

Prevents waste and paper buildup &
Easy to use dissolvable packet [

holding tank througho e

ensure that the water is safe, regardless
of region and source, but weight,

space and cost considerations will be
minimized. Think of how many bottles of
water you would have to buy and store
to supply enough drinking water without
having to run to the market every couple
of days.

While a variety of these types of
filters are on the market for stationary
homes, the best places to shop for
RV systems are RV-supply stores and
specialists like the RV Water Filter
Store, which has become a recognized
expert in RV water filtering and puri-
fication, and has provided valuable
information to the RV community for
many years. &

Sources

Camping World
www.campingworld.com

Discount Filter Store
www.discountfilterstore.com

The RV Water Filter Store
www.rvwaterfilterstore.com

~‘2’.

u 1th | alex.

€as0

[ Formaldehyde-free

[ Biodegradable

[4 Non-staining color

[ Breaks down waste & paper

4-packet bag contains 1 year supply & [ Original Scent or Lavender Breeze
ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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WHO WILL WIN?
YOU DECIDE.
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Vote for your favorite RV products in Trailer Life’s Readers’ Choice Awards.
Go to TrailerLife.com/Readers-Choice today to voice your opinion.




HANDS DN LET'S GO AERO ArcRV SIDE ROOM article and photos by Kevin Livingston

Instant
Archway

Let's Go Aero’s collapsible
shelter connects to the door
side of the RV and provides
protection from the elements
for outdoor lounging

DIFFICULTY 1@ 3 4 5
TIME TO COMPLETE 30 MINUTES With the door and screen zipped into place, the shelter is complete and can be used as an
extra room or an outdoor sanctuary protected from the elements.
TOOLS NEEDED  HAMMER (FOR PEGS,
IF NEEDED)
(measured at the base) that offers al- cords with C-clips.
most 9 feet of headroom. While some As simple a concept as this tent-
ost of us RVers would like to be- might consider the structure a room like shelter seems to be, reading
lieve that we're truly equipped extension, it can also be considered a the instructions will be mandatory. If
and prepped for nearly anything ol' Ma mudroom, which is commonly used in you don’t, you'll be reminded of how
Nature can toss our way, within rea- cold-weather regions. much “fun” it is to erect a tent that
son, of course. As is often the case, the The shelter is made of 2,000mm you haven't used for years, and end up
weather can throw a curve ball when coated polyester and rip-stop nylon, fumbling your way into frustration.
you're getting ready to eat outside or which is very strong and weather- The process begins by connecting
just lounge around. Most of us use the resistant. The fabric, much like a tent, the lower portion of the frame via the
patio awning and put up sunshades is held in place with steel and fiber- two G-labeled poles and setting up the
or even wind-block panels, but now glass poles and a whole bunch of shock | tapered structure. This is followed by

there’s a unique product that marries a
portable canopy to the RV and provides
extra outdoor space, protected from
the elements.

Let's Go Aero, a company out of
Colorado, where outdoor living rules,
has developed a tent-like shelter,
the ArcRV Side Room, that turns into
a portable extension when tethered
to its RV Connector. Attached to the
RV, the ArcRV Side Room becomes a
completely sealed 6-by-10-foot shelter

DON'T PITCH A FIT )) Assembling the
shelter is like erecting a tent, using poles
and straps to form the nylon structure.
The process is less difficult if time is
made to read and follow the assembly
instructions beforehand.
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adjusting the webbing straps to match
the taper and locking them in place
between the notch rivets. You'll need to
study the Step 4 cover-install section
of the instructions before proceeding.
This will make the next steps a little
easier and greatly reduce the need

for repetitive reference to the instruc-
tions. From here, continue working

with every |nt.ersec't|ng pole ex.cept B, Once the basic structure is in place, the RV Connector kit is used to mate the shelter to the
C1and D, which will be used right after ' Ry, A stretch sleeve is pulled over the entry steps for stability. The ArcRV Side Room and

== y ]1| ) y. = ; ' b . -

the tent cover is installed. the RV Connector can be stuffed into their respective bags for storage and transporting. All
At this point, the door/screen the components will actually go back into the bags without undue manipulation.

panel and the RV Connector can be

applied to their respective ends. The other than driving in some of the in- collapsible room can be adapted for

door/screen is attached by way of zip- cluded stakes for additional stability. trailers and fifth-wheels, as long as the

pers, which adds security and stabil- Although the ArcRV Side Room and | height requirements are met.

ity. The RV Connector attaches to the RV Connector are made of good mate- Having the ArcRV in place al-

rear framing poles from inside using rials and the build quality is excellent, lowed us to extend our time outdoors,

all of the integrated C-clips. Once it they command a rather hefty price tag whether to escape the harsh midday

is clipped into place, the straps are of $429. The ArcRV, which weighs 27 sun or block the wind during the eve-

adjusted and the buckles are applied pounds and comes with a handy carry ning. It's even a great place to house

where necessary. bag, was originally designed for use on | kids who prefer to sleep outdoors. &
The giant elastic 5-by-7-foot Sprinter-based Class B motorhomes,

Stretch Sleeve is now pulled over the and while there are patents pending for

lower edge of the entry step. That's it, the product and its intended use, the 877-464-2376, www.letsgoaero.com

BETTER! BEST!

AXXFAN MAXXFAN Plus  MAXXFAN Deluxe

ITH Mounting Tabs WITH Rain Sensor WITH Built In Rain Shield

INDUSTRY EXCLUSIVE
MOUNTING TABS

MAXXFAN, MAXXFAN Plus and

RAINSENSOR' MAXXFAN Deluxe LIDS AVAILABLE IN:
Automatically Closes Lid

if it rains!
White

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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]. U_MINUTE TE CH TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

Sliding Doors Stay Put

. After breaking several plastic
? latches on the sliding-glass doors

¢ onour RV's wardrobe and having
to replace the mirror on one of
them because of the broken latch,
| decided to make a more positive
restraint to keep the doors in
place while traveling.

My fix requires three parts.
One is a drain-stopper handle
found on the back of most
bathroom faucets and available at hardware stores. The other two pieces are
faucet washers that fit tightly on the round rod of the stopper handle.

With both closet doors pushed to one side, | drilled a hole through the track
cover attached to the wall that is in front of the door, about %2 inch away from
where the doors are when both are flush. The hole needs to go all the way
through and be low enough in the track to stop the doors from sliding. Place
one washer on the stopper handle to protect the front of the track cover and
insert the handle into the hole, then put the second washer on the stopper.
Now the doors, with one door open, are securely locked in place for travel.
Bill McHale, Copperopolis, California

Best ni Both The May issue of Trailer Life

included a letter from Louise

Shnwerheads Clark bemoaning the lack of a

convenient shelf to support a

| like the convenience of a fixed CPAP machine near the head of
showerhead as well as a portable ¢ abedin most new RVs. Here's a
handheld sprayer, so | modified the simple and inexpensive solution
handheld one in our RV. | used CPVC ¢ thatluseinmyRV.
pipe and fittings, and purchased a : Cut a piece of ¥s-inch plywood
showerhead with an on-off valve. wide enough to support the

| connected the pipes and thenew  :  CPAP machine, making it about
showerhead to the existing faucet’s ¢ 3feetlong. Round the edges and
vacuum breaker, and attached it corners, sand it lightly, apply a
to the wall and ceiling with pipe . little stain and polyurethane or lacquer from a spray can, and you have the
brackets. Using the shut-off valves, :  finished shelf. When it's dry (you don’t want it to stick to the mattress!) slip
| can select which showerhead to use. the plywood between the mattress and the mattress support — or the box

| spent about $20 for a small . spring for the high-enders. Leave enough of the surface out to hold the
showerhead, plus the cost of the CPAP machine, and you've installed your new shelf.
other small parts, and the dual : | added a 12-volt DC outlet beneath it so | can plug in the CPAP machine
setup works great! ¢ when we're dry camping. Many CPAP ventilators are powered at 12 volts DC
Lawrence Eastham or have a 12-volt DC adapter available from the manufacturer.
Bardstown, Kentucky ¢ Norm Anderson, Minnetonka, Minnesota &

To send your submission, write to 10-Minute Tech, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 or email 10minutetech @trailerlife.com.
Please include an illustration or photo, if applicable. Trailer Life will pay $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas. All payments require an SSN or FEIN.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY BILL TIPTON
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Eeceplional Savi

ON OUTDOOR ESSENTIALS!

RoadTrip®
LXE Grill

20,000 BTUs

RoadTrip® e Uses 1b. disposable propane
. p . cylinders
Classic Grill « 285 sq. in. porcelain coated

cast iron cooking surface

I_/II/IIIIIIIIII”III

G & L,
— :

tabletop

:t:agz Heavy-duty sliding
X . ® . side tables
. Inclung grill grate RoadTnp Grill
& griddle .
< 20,000 BTUS Accessories

o Griddle 13" x 13"

* Big Griddle 262" x 13"
o Stove Grate 10%/4" x 12"
o Grill Grate 13" x 13"

« Duffel Bag

o Uses 11b. disposable
propane cylinders

* 285 sq. in. porcelain

coated cast iron

cooking surface

Sling Chair

Cool nylon mesh
seat and back

Easy to read thermometer in lid

NXT 200 Grill

20,000 BTUs

o Uses 1lb. disposable propane
cylinders

* 321 sq. in. cooking surface

' Sfands on end
for low profile
storage

Built-in cup
holder

Two independently
adjustable
EvenTemp”™ burners

NXT 200 Grill
Accessories
« Griddle 121" x 134"

CellPort”
armrest

Seat Drain” Versatile accessories let you use it as a grill,

apacit;
capactty griddle or camp stove!

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE by Bruce W. Smith

Sway No More

Dealing with trailer sway can raise anyone’s heart rate. To bring towables quickly
back in line when affected by conditions that create sway, the SwayMaster system
from Hayes Towing Electronics puts a gyroscope and GPS technology in charge.
When the system senses sway, it applies varying braking force to the trailer’s
wheels. The device bolts to the trailer A-frame. The trailer’s seven-way connector
plugs into the unit, and a 5-foot pigtail runs to the tow vehicle’s trailer receptacle.

MSRP: $299, 800-882-1204, www.hayesbc.com/products/controllers/sway-master
Circle 168 on Reader Service Card

What's Cookin’?

RV chefs can become the talk of the campground with mouthwatering roasts, fish
and veggies prepared using the sous-vide method, a cooking technique that requires
precise temperature monitoring. To start, seal the prepared food in a plastic bag and
place it in a steel pot filled with water, then click the magnetic ChefSteps Joule in the
bottom of the pot. The 11-inch immersion wand heats the water and keeps it at the
right temperature. A free Apple or Android app controls the wand from a smartphone.

MSRP: $299 (includes shipping and membership), 206-905-1099, www.chefsteps.com/joule
Circle 169 on Reader Service Card

Rust Not, Waste Not

A big headache for RVers is keeping
rust at bay from items stored outside
the living area of the trailer. An easy
solution: Place a few Zerust vapor
capsules close to the tools, recre-
ational gear and other things you
need to protect. Zerust capsules
release a nontoxic, odorless vapor
that surrounds the surface of nearby
metals and electronics, creating an
invisible rust and corrosion shield,
according to the manufacturer. When
the stored items are exposed to outside
air, the vapor molecules are said to
dissipate harmlessly. The adhesive-
backed VC2-1 capsule is designed to
protect a radius of 2 feet.

MSRP: $6.49
330-405-1965, www.zerustproducts.com
Circle 170 on Reader Service Card
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Bar Booster

It can be frustrating making phone
calls or going online at a campground
only to have the connection dropped
because of poor cellular reception.
That frustration can be relieved

with the RV 4G Signal Booster from
WeBoost. The palm-size wizard works
with all cellular carriers to extend
range, provide faster downloads and
get more talk time in weak-signal
areas, according to WeBoost. Whether
you're posting vacation photos,
screening movies, checking email or
chatting on the phone, the device is
designed to help convey a stronger,
more reliable signal so you can stay
connected wherever you roam.

MSRP: $399.99
435-673-5021, www.weboost.com
Circle 171 on Reader Service Card

Travel Light

Few LED flashlights are better suited
for RV use than the multifunctional
Secur SP-4004. It's a 220-lumen
torch with a built-in power pack and
a USB port to charge tablets and
smartphones. Made from fireproof
ABS and aviation aluminum, and
powered by a 5,200-milliamp lithium-
ion battery, the 6.25-inch by 2-inch
SP-4004 has low, medium, high and
flashing-light modes, and incorporates
an emergency window breaker and

a seatbelt cutter. An ideal flashlight
to keep in the tow vehicle’s center
console or glove compartment, the
SP-4004 weighs just 6 ounces.

MSRP: $39.99

855-452-8388
www.securproducts.com/automotive
Circle 172 on Reader Service Card



Quiet. Smart.
Easy to Start.

Hear more of the great outdoors with

the leading inverter power generator, the o @ g m @
I It’s_ qu_let _and feat_ur‘es 4 sqlart QUIET S LONGER PARALLEL  POWER DIAL
dashboard, indicating remaining runtime, RUN-TIME READY

fuel status and available wattage. And,

the intuitive PowerDial™ integrates the

start, run and stop functions into one

simple-to-use dial, conveniently located

for quicker startup.
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. Spring into Action

. Tired of fighting rear-end sag when
. hooking up a trailer to a coil-sprung
: Ram 15007 TufTruck’s TTC-1211
coil-spring replacement kit is

© designed with towing in mind. These
© heavy-duty springs are engineered

. to significantly increase rear-end

: support and ride quality on 2009

© 102016 1500s at stock ride height.

. Installation is straightforward and

. doesn’t require replacing the original
. shocks. While the progressive-rate

. springs have 50 percent greater

. carrying capacity, they are not

. intended to increase load ratings or
© hitch-weight capacity, according to

© TufTruck. But they will keep Ram

. half-tons on the level when pulling a
. trailer. TufTruck also makes kits for
. other domestic pickups and vans.

: MSRP: $288.95
: 800-667-6167, www.tuftruck.com
- Circle 173 on Reader Service Card
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. A Cooler Cummins

: The Cummins cooling system was

. designed to adequately cool a 300-

. to 350-horsepower engine. But the

© rear two cylinders have been known

© to heat up when horsepower is

. increased with aftermarket tuners

. or equipment, potentially leading

. to piston failure. These rearmost

: cylinders can suffer from a lack of

. coolant flow and therefore experience
. the highest temperatures. Fleece

. Performance Engineering offers a

: solution with its Cummins Coolant

- Bypass for 1994 to 2016 engines.

© The bypass kit uses a secondary
thermostat instead of coolant

. pressure to ensure consistent cooling
© across all six cylinders. The kit comes
: with high-quality O-ring fittings and

: hose connections with braided hose.

: MSRP: $366.45
855-839-5040, www.fleeceperformance.com
- Circle 174 on Reader Service Card

. Always on Guard

. Installing a rock guard behind your

. truck’s rear wheels is a good way

. to prevent road debris from eating

up the finish of your trailer. Smart
Solutions makes a full-width rock

© guard specifically for dual-rear-wheel
© trucks, aptly named the Dually Guard.
: For maximum protection, the ¥s-inch-
© thick molded-rubber flap extends

94 inches at the bottom, covering

the dual wheels on both sides, and

. tapersto 70 inches at the top for

. unimpeded exhaust airflow. Stiffening
. bars molded into the flap increase its
ability to deflect rocks at interstate-

© highway speeds. Now available at

© Camping World, the Dually Guard

© mounts on the truck’s hitch receiver

: and can be removed easily.

MSRP: $119.95

630-775-1517

: www.smartsolutionsrv.com
Circle 175 on Reader Service Card

Tanks for the Ride

Carrying an extra 70 gallons of fuel in your diesel
truck can be a big plus, particularly when towing \\GE e e,
for long distances where refueling might be a
concern. Having a place to safely store tools in the
back of the truck is another plus. Transfer Flow's aluminized-
steel 70-gallon Toolbox and Refueling Tank Combo provides both.
The toolbox section of the over-the-bedrails box is adjustable, so
the combo fits long- and shortbed domestic pickups. The TRAX 3
monitoring system automatically transfers fuel from the auxiliary
tank to the truck’s tank and comes with a dash-mounted LCD
display so you always know how much fuel is in both tanks.

MSRP: $1,999.79. 800-826-5776, www.transferflow.com &R
Circle 176 on Reader Service Card

PHOTOS BY BRUCE W. SMITH AND COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURERS
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ERYDAY NEEDS 3o
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Supports up to

1000 Ibs. SparbingR
Silver

Supports up to
500 Ibs. at two heights

24'Hx14'D

puimy Sk Locks open
%::)t: I:lspt e to help you
o ' enter your RV A

Independently
adjustable-length legs

| Y Lend-a-Hand Handrails & LAY
Soft Touch RV Assist Handle A
)
Outdoor o |
Universal Ladder > fouc h
| BeNT
h i

- 3
60"H ¥ ¥

Great for towables

3500 Ib. capacity
with 18" stroke

3500 Ib. Electric >

Flips in for storage Flips out for more | Tongue Jack, Black
shower space F

| | )
A Extend-A-Shower Rod, White A Anodized ] -y
Also available in Bronze and Satin Finish Bunk Ladder

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

CA047360 TL
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9100 PowerChannel Power Patio"Awnings feature new PowerChannel Technology

Enjoying the open road and all the freedom it offers
leads to camaraderie and friendship, a chance to join in the
true RV fellowship through a shared sense of community.
Though no two destinations are the same, your pop-up,
travel trailer or 5th wheel is what you rely upon the most.
While weather and geography can make your stays on

Visit CampingWorld.com/Dometic

Dometic's reputation for reliability, convenience and comfort is field-tested
tough by all of the company’s RV appliances and accessories on the road today.

the road challenging, if the RV and its components work
well, then most likely your trip will be a good one.

In 2016, Dometic's wide range of products will help
you experience new adventures in style. These easy-to-
use products offer the value and durability owners want
for their active trailering and outdoor lifestyle.

Dometic's awnings set new standards in innovation. Dometic's
complete line of patio, door and window awnings help improve the
comfort level of your RV.

Interms ofinnovation, the 9100 Power Awning with PowerChannel
Technology breaks new ground. Using Dometic’s patent-pending
Power Transfer Module, the PowerChannel system transfers 12V
power from the vehicle through the 9100 Power Awning's roller
tube to run multiple and different types of accessories up to 15
amps, such as fans, lights and speakers, from anywhere on the tube.

An independently-powered LED light strip, located in the roller
tube, provides ambient lighting. Lighted switches alert you when
the LED lighting and PowerChannel are in use, and there are no
visible wires.




Special Advertising Section

The PowerChannel Rail (2" and 4’ lengths) allows for the use of these convenient
accessories inside the RV and also could be used in your residential home. The
PowerChannel Rail makes it easy to set up a fan, add lighting and listen to music
indoors, and it's also a great place to store your accessories when the awning is
stowed. Look for new, exciting PowerChannel Accessories from Dometic!

The 9100 Power Awning (also available in a manual version) opens and retracts
with ease by pressing a wall-mounted switch. It features stylish and rugged single-
sided or double-sided vinyl fabric.

The Dometic 9500 Power and Manual Case Awnings offer the same easy
deployment, rugged construction and style, with heavy-duty, double-sided
vinyl Linen Fade fabric. Lateral arms are designed to withstand heavy use, and
the manual pitch adjustment helps you enjoy shade any time of the day. Plus,
the automatic Rain Shed prevents rainwater from pooling on the awning. These
awnings are perfect for those who want to avoid the arms of a traditional awning.

For convenience and added ease, open and close your awning in seconds with
the NEW G-Series Geared Awnings' patent-pending separable crank handle, with
only seven steps compared with 12 steps on torsion-spring models.

The easily operated Sunchaser, 8500 and 9000 awnings stand apart in terms
of performance and style. RV owners just need to snap the handle apart, put one
end of the shaft into a %" drive screw gun and the other end into the cone-shaped
guide on the awning, and press the trigger. Or, keep the handle together to crank
the awning manually. A self-locking safety system increases reliability and keeps
the awning roller tight. Existing manual awnings can be easily upgraded to this
technology with a conversion kit.

The Dometic Veranda Room makes your RV patio awning into a comfortable
screened-in enclosure free from flying insects, and increases your living space.
Thanks to the NEW patent pending connection system, setup is fast and simple,
and the Veranda Room can now be installed on most any Power Awning and to
traditional manual awnings. Or, reduce the sun intensity by more than 50 percent
with the simple-setup Veranda Shade, which comes in a kit with all tie downs and
stakes.

For windows, the Deluxe Plus and Elite Window Awning offer a patented, easy-
to-use PermaLoop pull strap. Both styles provide privacy, protect your furniture
and draperies from sun damage, and allow open windows during gentle rains.

Slidetobpers

To shield the top of RV slideout rooms,
stain- and mildew-resistant vinyl SlideToppers
function by extending automatically to
keep water and debris from entering the RV
when the slideout is retracted. Stylish and
attractive, SlideToppers enhance the look and
value of your RV, and extend the life of seals
and gaskets.

The Deluxe EZ features a vinyl weathershield
and reflects heat and light to help keep the interior
cooler. An anti-billow mechanism holds the stain
and mildew resistant vinyl canopy snug, and the EZ
design is a complete kit that is quicker and easier
to install than earlier versions. All SlideToppers
are available with hardware and fabric colors that
include polar white, black, champagne and satin.

@ Dometic

The PowerChannel system on the new 9100
PowerChannel Power Awning transfers 12V power to

run accessories such as this light anywhere on the tube.

PowerChannel Rail can be installed in the
. interior of your RV—even your home!

Great Savings on Dometic Products! See pp. 86 and 87
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@ Dometic

Dometic has been perfecting RV
refrigeration since the 1950s. The New
Generation refrigerator series increases
storage space but not the outside
dimensions thanks to advanced insulation
technology. Available in 7 cu. ft. & 9 cu.
ft. sizes, the self-locking door handles are
designed for easy use and access.

Dometic  brings the power of
compressor cooling to the Americana,
the most popular line of built-in RV
refrigerators. Available in 6 and 8 cu. ft.
(170.1 and 226.5 I) models, the exterior
dimensions remain the same as similar
models, but there is more storage space
inside the Americana DMC.

The Americana DMC's large, smooth
internal surfaces replace the cooling fins
of absorption models. This provides more
storage space inside both the freezer and
fresh-food compartments.

The 5 cu. ft. Freedom retrofits older
models of similar size and runs on 110-volt
or LP.

New Generation

Americana

Never buy ice again with the new CFX Series
of Portable Freezers/Refrigerators. The CFX is
available in six sizes, from 27 to 86 quarts (26 to
95 liters), and utilizes a fully hermetic WAECO
compressor with integrated control electronics
and low-voltage protection.

The lineup includes the CFX-28US, CFX-35US,
CFX-40US and CFX-50US, and the two largest
CFX models, the CFX-65DZUS and CFX-95DZUS,
have CoolFreeze DUAL-ZONE capability. This
offers 3-in-1 versatility that no other portable
cooler can match, allowing you to use the CFX as
a cooler and freezer with separate compartments
for refrigeration and freezing; as an “all cooler”
with entire area dedicated to refrigeration; as
an "“all freezer” with entire area dedicated to
freezing.

CFX models come with a soft-touch digital
thermostat, and can be controlled with a Wireless
Display, except for the CFX-95DZUS, which can
be remotely monitored and controlled by a NEW
mobile app. A quick-chill turbo function runs
compressors at maximum performance until
desired temperatures are reached, from -8°F to
50°F. CFX units can run on 120V AC, 12V DC or
24V DC power.

Visit CampingWorld.com/Dometic
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Portable Ice Makers

Dometic's HZB-12SA Stainless Steel Portable Ice Maker is
smaller than other units and makes ice in less than 13 minutes.
Also available in new red (HZB-12RD) and teal (HZB-12TL) colors,
its compact size makes it perfect for stowing in an RV, boat or even
a car. It produces 26 Ibs. of ice every 24 hours, and a removable
basket holds 1.8 Ibs. of ice.

Quick, convenient microwave cooking is available with
standard, convection and over-the-range sensor models. Al
offer touchpad controls, multi-stage cooking, one-touch reheat
and popcorn buttons, and user-friendly features.

Dometic's DCM series microwave ovens are offered in models
that offer regular cook mode only, and models with grill and
convection functions. All DCM series microwaves offer a 1.1 cubic
foot capacity and 1,000 watts of cooking power. Ten adjustable
power levels let you boil, reheat, defrost, and more. These ovens
have nine pre-sets, and the control panel features a digital timer
and digital clock with LED readout.

Penguin Il
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As a perfect cooling solution for fifth wheels, travel trailers and
motorhomes, the Blizzard NXT has a powerful motor and fan. It's
the newest in Dometic's line of rooftop air conditioners, heat pumps
and RV climate control systems, and uses the most advanced
technologies, including environmentally friendly R410A refrigerant.

The Blizzard NXT provides an industry-leading 350 CFM airflow
and advanced engineering that maximizes airflow around the
evaporator coils for better performance.

Expanded polypropylene (EPP foam) construction provides
better insulation, plus reduces weight and unwanted condensation.
Use of heavy sheet metal is minimized to improve performance and
eliminate noise issues. It's available in white/black or black/black
with A/C and heat pump models available in capacities of 13,500

Great Savings on Dometic Products! See pp. 86 and 87

@ Dometic

Brisk Il

Blizzard NXT

and 15,000 BTUs

The Brisk Il and Penguin Il line of air conditioners offer reliable
climate control that makes life on the road more pleasant. The
well-designed Brisk Il Air Conditioner is the result of two years of
re-engineering. One of the most popular and most imitated RV air
conditioners, the Brisk Il is the smallest 13.5K rooftop unit available.
The Brisk Il Heat Pump offers 15,000 BTUs of heating and cooling
from a single unit.

The Brisk Il uses its smart design, tighter specification allowances
and improved materials to maximize air flow and performance. This
RV A/C unit offers a 15% air flow increase and is 19% lighter than
previous models, making it the smallest 13,500 BTU rooftop unit
available. The Brisk Il Heat Pump offers 15,000 BTUs of heating and




@ Dometic

cooling from a single unit.

The Penguin Il low-profile RV rooftop air conditioner is a versatile
cooling system that is thermostatically controlled in a multi-zone
system with the Comfort Control Center Il Thermostat or the
Dometic Single Zone Liquid Crystal Display. Its low profile is less
than 10 inches in height, and the sleek, contemporary shroud
reduces drag for improved mileage. In a non-ducted single-zone
system it can be controlled by the Universal Air Distribution Box with
Cold-Shot Technology.

Dometic’s ventless
Washer/Dryer
features separate
compartments for pre-
treatment, detergent
and fabric softener.

Dometic's Ventless
Washer/Dryer Combo
designed for easy installation and is quite efficient, using
20% less water than competitive brands. The system offers an
easy-to-read LCD for monitoring and has programmable frequent
user settings for added convenience.

The system has a 15-pound capacity and cycle-timer display
with complete alarm notification. An ergonomic door handle and
easy drainage and service access are other benefits. The unit also
features three separate compartments for pre-detergent and
fabric softener.

unit is

Special Advertising Section

‘Washer/Dryer Combo Unit Central Vacuum Systems

Visit CampingWorld.com/Dometic

Controlling the temperature has never been easier, thanks to the
CT (Capacitive Touch) Thermostat, Bluetooth-enabled and offering
remote control using a free Dometic app. Using the advanced
technology of capacitive sensors instead of physical buttons, gentle
taps on three input areas of the control give you access to all the
climate control features.

Dometic InterVac RVac™ and RVac™ Plus vacuum cleaners
easily install under seats, in closets or storage compartments.
The RVac™ line provides powerful suction and comes with a 40-
foot flexible stretch hose that retracts to 10 feet, a pistol grip, and
includes a range of tools to vacuum hard-to-reach places.

For RVs that can benefit from two or more remote hookups,
the RVac™ Plus is an expandable system that allows for location
flexibility because of its multi-port design. The RVac™ Plus can
be used with the VacPort™ central vacuum baseboard accessory
(sold separately). This accessory is also compatible with all
household central vacuum systems. The VacPort™ is built of
rugged polycarbonate and activates with the slight touch of the
toe, so you can sweep dirt directly toward the opening and let the
power of the vacuum do its job.

Storing electronic devices is easy with the Dometic Mobile
Electronic Safe. Cushioned felt padding protects contents and
there's enough space for a 17" laptop. Predrilled holes, two on
the bottom, two on the back wall, allow for secure installation of
the 31-pound safe.
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Dometic has toilets for RVs of all sizes, including the
fully featured 320 (the industry’s No. 1 Gravity Discharge
Toilet) and the 310 with full-sized 100% vitreous
ceramic bowl, easy foot-pedal operation and unique
removable components that simplify winterization. /
Joining the 310 is the 300 ultra-light toilet with
powerful triple-jet rinse action. The 300 model
offers an innovative drop-away ball and valve
system plus a full-size bowl.

The Dometic 320 series features an elongated, deep
ceramic bowl and enameled wood seat that offers comfort
surpassing many smaller RV toilets. The pressurized full-rim
flush delivers a bowl-clearing rinse every time. An ergonomic
one-direction foot pedal action results in easy, hands-free
flushing for added sanitary benefits. The 320 is available in
white or bone colors, and standard or low-profile heights.

The Dometic 310 series toilet is the best of all worlds. A
value-priced toilet, the Dometic 310 features revolutionary
PowerFlush Technology and a ceramic bowl. The European
styling comes in a white or bone finish, and features a full-
size, residential-type seat.

Campers and outdoor enthusiasts no
longer have to sacrifice effective
cleaning and sanitation products
in order to be eco-friendly.
Dometic introduced its new
D-Line™ series of eco-friendly
and campground approved
products, so named for their
powerful impact as an RVer's
“first defense” against dirt and
odors.

This powerful array of Dirt
Defense cleaners and Odor Defense
tank treatments are formaldehyde-free, campground-compatible,
nature-friendly and professional strength. These effective products
include: D-Line Premium Holding Tank Treatment, 3'n 1 Bowl Cleaner

Dometic 320
Series RV Toilet

Dometic 310
Series RV Toilet

and Tank Treatment, Non-toxic Clean

'n Green Holding Tank Treatment,
Gray Tank Odor Treatment and
Toilet Bowl & Seal Cleaner.

Another  popular  D-Line
product is the extra soft and
""" absorbent Ultra  Enviro-Soft

toilet tissues. They break up
quickly to prevent clogs and
have 500 sheets per roll.
D-Line RV Cleaning
products include the new RV
Wash ‘N Wax Cleaner, a professional
strength, multi-purpose wash formula. Other RV cleaning products
include: NEW Advanced AC Coil Cleaner, Slide Out Seal Saver, Slide
Out Lube & Protector and RV Roof Cleaner & RV Roof Sealer.

Camping World offers consumers a tremendous value on Dometic products, with a Lowest-Installed Price
Guarantee. Camping World provides a large selection of Dometic products to ensure you can find the right
accessory, right now.

New product development and existing product improvement never stop at Dometic. With more than
80 years in the RV industry, Dometic is poised to grow and evolve with the changing needs of RVing
and camping families. For more information about these and other Dometic products, simply log on to
http://www.campingworld.com/Dometic

Great Savings on Dometic Products! See pp. 86 and 87
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Engine Overheating

Summer months, high temperatures and hauling a large trailer or a heavy
camper all put a tow vehicle’s cooling system to the test. If there are any weak
points, there's nothing like a scorching hot day and a steep grade to find them.

Engines under full load produce a
tremendous amount of heat. Roughly
two thirds of the fuel burned goes
directly into waste heat; the rest drives
the vehicle. So it's no wonder vehicles
can overheat. But with a bit of care and
maintenance, most of the problems
that cause overheating can be avoided.

An engine’s cooling system is es-
sentially a loop that moves heat from
one place to another, and a problem
anywhere in the loop can stop it
from working properly. Heat from
combustion and friction is absorbed
by liquid coolant as it flows through
the engine, circulated by a water
pump located at the front of the
engine. The coolant flows through
passages designed to be near the
engine’s hottest areas for effective
heat transfer. This heated coolant is
then circulated through the radiator,
after it passes through a variable re-
striction called a thermostat. As the
heated coolant flows into the radiator,
the heat is transferred to the radiator
fins and given off to the air that flows
through the fins. One or more fans aid
airflow when the vehicle isn't moving
or is moving slowly.

Most modern vehicles sold in
North America are engineered and
tested under stringent conditions to
verify that the cooling system is able
to deal with maximum rated loads
in extremes of hot and cold. Testing
is conducted in places like Alaska in
winter and Death Valley in summer.
To ensure engine reliability and avoid

When topping up with an aftermarket coolant
such as Havoline Universal (right), make sure

it meets the vehicle manufacturer’s original

specification. Prestone Radiator Flush and
Cleaner (far right) and similar products
remove deposits in aging cooling systems.
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overheating, it's important to operate
within the load limitations.

When vehicles are new, they
typically don’t have problems with the
cooling system, but as they age, things
tend to deteriorate. Sound familiar?
Let’s take a look at each component
and what can go wrong.

Generally, if an engine runs at
normal temperatures at road speeds
but gets too hot when idling, the fans are
providing insufficient airflow through
the radiator. Engines that run hot on the
road but don't get too hot at idle usually
have working fan systems but may have
a partially clogged radiator (inside or
out) or other problems restricting flow
or heat transfer.

Coolant that comes in new engines
is usually a 50-50 mixture of a special
ethylene-glycol antifreeze formula
and water. This ratio typically provides
freeze protection down to minus-34
degrees F and boil-over protection up
to about 264 degrees F (at sea level
with a 15-psi radiator cap). The mixture
also includes chemicals designed to
lubricate water pumps and prevent
foaming, rust and corrosion. Ratios
up to 70 percent antifreeze and 30
percent water are sometimes used in
extremely cold climates. However, a
50-50 mix is recommended for the best
all-around performance. Water can be

=

TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS

by Ken Freund

used in an emergency but should be
replaced as soon as possible.

As coolant ages, it becomes
more acidic, which causes corrosion.
Coolant should be drained and the
system flushed every few years,
following the intervals recom-
mended in the owner’s manual or
service guide. Old coolant causes
rust and clogs the radiator passages.
Special coolant-condition test strips
are available at auto-parts stores.
Coolant should also be tested with
a hydrometer for freeze protection
(which also equates to boiling
protection).

Always use a coolant approved
by the engine manufacturer. Some
engines require low-silicate coolant,
and some diesels require a coolant
that contains cavitation-erosion
inhibitors. Cavitation erosion is a
very damaging problem that occurs
in some diesels when coolant flash-
boils inside the running engine due to
shock waves during the combustion
cycle. The explosions make the block
ring like a bell at a certain natural
frequency and can actually remove
metal. Special additives help reduce
the problem.

When topping up a cooling
system, it's convenient to use
50-50 premixed antifreeze. If you add
straight water, you will dilute the
antifreeze protection, and if you add
straight antifreeze, you may end up
with too strong a mixture that reduces
heat transfer.

The thermostat is normally closed
when it is cool and begins to open up
before the coolant reaches normal
operating temperature, which is
about 195 degrees F in most modern
engines. Thermostats are often
blamed for hot-running engines by



those who don’t really understand how
they function. As a result, some people
take them out, although this practice
causes the Check Engine light to come
on with modern engines. Thermostats
have a finite life and can stick open or
shut (or in between) when they fail. If
in doubt about the cooling system’s
thermostat, replace it.

To provide sufficient cooling, many
tow vehicles rely on large mechanically
driven fans that require a lot of power
to turn at high speeds. A fan clutch
drives the fans when they are needed
and lets them freewheel to save power
and fuel when they are not.

Many vehicles have auxiliary
electric cooling fans that may operate
when the air conditioning is on
or the engine’s coolant reaches a
certain temperature. These fans are
controlled by thermal switches, which
in turn operate a relay that controls
their heavy current demand. Many
engine-control computers also
activate these relays. If an engine runs
hot, check to see if the electric fan
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with a heavier-duty one. Regular maintenance of the radiator and air-conditioning condenser,
including removing bugs and other baked-on debris, can help prevent overheating.

comes on. If it does not, check the fuse
before beginning extensive trouble-
shooting.

As you drive, make monitoring
your temperature gauge and warning
lights a routine part of your scan,
the same way you check the mirrors.
Trust your instruments. As soon as
there is any indication of impending
overheating, reduce power and see if
the temperature goes down promptly.
If it does, especially when climbing

a grade, maintain the reduced speed
(if necessary, switch on the warning
flashers for safety) and investigate the
problem as soon as possible.

If the engine does not cool down
with reduced power, pull over as soon
as possible, keeping in mind that
seconds count. Park in a safe spot
and activate the flashers. Open
the hood and allow the engine and
drivetrain to cool down.

Sometimes the temperature-gauge
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indication will vary rapidly back and
forth. This often signals that air is (or
combustion gases are] trapped in the
cooling system. This can be caused by a
loss of coolant or a “blown” head gasket
and needs to be checked right away.

If the cause of the breakdown is a
burst coolant hose or another problem
that will prevent coolant circulation,
shut the engine off immediately. If
the engine overheated from pulling a
steep grade on a hot day but still has
coolant circulating in it, it's actually
better to allow it to fast idle than shut
it off. Stopping the engine will cease
coolant circulation, and coolant that is
then trapped in the hottest parts of the
engine will likely cause it to boil over.
Diesel engines that are hot should also
be allowed to idle because the oil that
circulates through the turbocharger
will stop circulating, and may oxidize
and damage the turbo.

Never open a radiator cap when
the engine is hot; it can flash-boil and
cause severe burns almost instantly.

e

The Mityvac MV4525 cooling-system tester
provides feedback on pressure, vacuum
and temperature, and performs refills.

Wait until the engine has cooled
enough that you can rest the palm
of your hand on the radiator before
carefully unscrewing the cap. This can
take an hour or more from shutdown.
Wrap a rag over the top of the radiator
and slowly release pressure before
opening. The cooling process can be
speeded significantly by pouring water
over the radiator, but do not pour
water on a hot engine; it may crack it.
There are a few things you can do
out on the road if your vehicle starts
to run hot. If you see that coolant tem-
perature is rising precipitously, shut

off the air conditioner, switch to the
vent position and open the windows.
Don’t use the defrost position because
it also activates the air-conditioning
compressor, which puts an additional
load on the engine and creates more
heat. In a pinch, running the heater can
actually reduce engine temperature
significantly, as the heater core works
as a small radiator to remove heat
into the cabin. It may not be comfort-
able, but neither is standing along the
side of a highway. |'ve used the heater
a number of times to nurse a vehicle
over a tough grade on a hot day.

If leaks occur, fix the problem by
replacing a leaky water pump, hoses,
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faulty clamps and freeze plugs, or
have the radiator repaired. | don’t
recommend using stop-leak products
because, in addition to clogging up
leaks, they also tend to clog radiator
and heater core passages, which
prevents heat transfer.

Sometimes engines that are
starting to have a head-gasket leak will
cause all sorts of weird cooling system
woes, including intermittent overheat-
ing and swinging temperature gauges.
Coolant can leak into combustion
chambers, causing steam in the
exhaust, misfiring and loss of power, or
it can leak outside or into the oil.

Always look for telltale signs
of coolant and oil contamination.
When oil gets in the coolant, or vice
versa, it causes a nasty looking frothy
“milkshake” mixture that is damaging
to the engine, especially when it's in
the oil. If this is noted, take the vehicle
out of service immediately to limit
damage until repairs are made.

Radiator caps are designed to
allow a certain amount of pressure
(usually 14 to 17 psi) to build up as the
engine heats, which raises the boiling
point of coolant. The caps have seals
that deteriorate over time, and their
ability to retain pressure may fade.
There are special pressure and cap
testers, but it's actually cheaper to
replace a cap than to pay a shop to test
it, and then it still may need replace-
ment. So if you suspect it, replace it.

Mechanical fans usually have
clutches that are thermostatically
controlled and engage more fully when
high temperatures are sensed. As they
age, the sensors may fail, the viscous
fluid may leak out, and the bearings
may get loose or fail completely.
Sometimes the blades then destroy
the radiator, the hood or both.

Electric fans are often used as
auxiliary cooling units, mounted
either next to the mechanical fan or
on the front of the radiator to blow
back through it, which also cools the
air-conditioning condenser mounted
ahead of the radiator. Watch and listen
for fans to come on. With mechanical
fans, if the fan clutch is working, the
fan will start to roar as the engine is

fully warmed and revved up, and some
people mistake this sound for down-
shifting. You can also lay a piece of
paper in front of the radiator and note
how the suction changes. Also look for
bugs, paper and other debris clogging
airflow in front of the radiator and air-
conditioning condenser.

Automatic transmissions and par-
ticularly torque converters produce a
lot of heat under a heavy load, and this
heat is transferred into the radiator
via the transmission cooling lines that
connect to the radiator tank. If too
much heat is going into the radiator,
it will overheat the same as if the
engine caused it directly. Some truck
owners solve this problem by installing
auxiliary transmission coolers with
thermostatically controlled fans.

There are a number of things
you can do, even on the road with
limited tools and equipment. If an
engine is hot but the upper radiator
hose is cool, it indicates a lack of
coolant flow. It could be due to low
coolant level, a thermostat stuck
closed or a water pump that’s not
working. Look for leaks and puddles
underneath. Follow to the source to
locate the exact problem.

With the engine off and the key
removed, check the condition and
tightness of the drive belt. Look for
cracks in the underside and make sure
the tensioner is working properly. Also
check the condition of the radiator and
heater hoses. Many lower radiator
hoses come with steel springs inside
to prevent them from collapsing and
pinching shut when coolant is flowing
fast. Sometimes the springs rust
away and allow the hose to pinch shut
only when running hard. Check by
squeezing the hose in the middle.

Right after the engine is shut off
(within seconds), check for cool and
hot spots in the radiator. An infrared
thermometer gun works well on this,
but it can be done by hand. Clogged
tubes will be cool. As radiators
get older, they tend to clog up with
mineral deposits. This insulates them
and reduces their ability to transfer
heat to the air flowing through them.

Chemical flushes may help



somewhat, particularly if there is just
a modest buildup. However, usually
when the engine is running too hot

or overheating, the buildup is heavy
enough that it needs to be removed
mechanically. The end tanks are taken
off the radiator and it's “rodded out,”
which entails physically scraping out
the buildup inside the tubes. A radiator
shop can determine if your radiator is
a candidate for this procedure.

The next step is to “recore” a
radiator, which replaces the center
finned tube section but reuses the
end tanks. If this is not possible, then
complete radiator replacement is the
final option. When replacing a radiator,
check to see if a heavier-duty version
is available. These typically are thicker
and have an extra row of tubes that
dissipate heat better and provide more
cooling effect.

Restrictive exhaust systems and
clogged catalytic converters can
create backpressure that results in
hot running. Gas engines that run lean
or have retarded ignition timing may
also run hot. Another thing to look for
is missing plastic panels and rubber
sealing strips that may have helped
direct the airflow through the radiator.

When the temperature gauge
starts to go into the red zone, “get-
home-itis” strikes many drivers, and
they try to keep the vehicle going
to their destination at all costs.

Those last three words are the most
important in the whole sentence,
because a ruined engine will likely cost
thousands of dollars to repair, with
weeks or months of the vehicle being
out of service. Sadly, it happens every
day, but it’s totally avoidable.

If you continue to drive an
overheated engine, it will begin to
destroy itself. The valves and pistons
get so hot that they expand and start
to seize in their bores and guides.

The cylinder head(s] begins to warp
and then may crack. It's far better to
pull over and have the vehicle towed
to repair a minor problem, such as a
burst hose or stuck thermostat, than
to drive a few miles further before
being towed and need the same repair
plus a new engine. &
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RV CLINIC

HITCH-WEIGHT QUESTIONS

My wife and | are new to RVing and are looking to buy

a small travel trailer. We are considering the WD1710
and WD1780 models of the Winnebago Drop. Dry hitch
weights are 295 pounds and 355 pounds, respectively. Our
tow vehicle is a 2015 Chevy Equinox with a 3.6-liter V-6.
The salesman at the RV dealership checked the hitch and
determined it to have a capacity of 400 pounds.

My question has multiple parts. First, when an RV man-
ufacturer indicates a hitch weight, what is included in that
weight? Is the weight the physical coupler itself, or does
it include what would be mounted on the A-frame, such
as the LP-gas cylinders and battery? What are the con-
sequences if the hitch weight exceeds the capacity of the
hitch? Is there an acceptable margin of overage? Finally,
would a weight-distributing hitch make a difference?

Our first choice would be the 1780, because it is longer
and has a slide-out. However, we do not wish to compro-
mise either our safety or our vehicle.

Doug Grove, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Hitch-weight reporting is a bit dodgy, Doug. Typically,

the hitch-weight figure comes from a trailer with no
options (such as an air conditioner], the water and LP-gas
cylinders empty, and no battery (or batteries) — but not in
every case. Ask your dealer what those manufacturer fig-

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

5

ures include, or better yet, ask the manufacturer.

If in doubt, you may need to add the weight of the LP-
gas (at 4.2 pounds per gallon), water (8.34 pounds per gal-
lon) and battery (about 50 pounds), as this will add to the
hitch weight, particularly if the water tank is ahead of the
axle. Some dealers have a portable scale that can be used
to measure the hitch weight.

A weight-distributing hitch doesn’t remove any hitch
weight; it just distributes that weight more evenly between
the tow vehicle’s front and rear axles.

The worst effect of overloading a hitch assembly is
complete failure, but that's rare and would require some
significant overloading. That said, it's always a good idea to
avoid exceeding a manufacturer’s ratings, including hitch
weight. Keep an eye on those numbers, and you'll be OK.
— Jeff Johnston

EXTRA TRAILER STORAGE
We have a 2014 Keystone Hideout
30RLDS. We like the layout of the
trailer, but there is not a lot of storage.
| was thinking about the truck-bed stor-
age that slides in and out, and mounting
something like it under the trailer be-
hind the axles. Is there anything like that
on the market, or would it be something
that would have to be fabricated? Would
this create towing or balance issues?
Tyler Simmons, Madrid, lowa

As far as we know, there’s no

commercially available add-on
storage product such as you've

THE TECH TEAM

KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certified Master Technician, service man-
ager and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair.

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 20 years and
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

described, Tyler. You'd need to have
something custom-fabricated to handle
the storage container, but that will call
for some investigation, and weight and
loading evaluation.

As for towing stability, the only prob-
lem that might occur would be if you
add too much weight behind the axles
and significantly reduce hitch weight.
Keep the hitch weight at a minimum
10 or 11 percent of the trailer’s overall
weight to ensure the best towing sta-
bility. If you install this storage device,
keep it as close to the axles as pos-
sible to reduce the leverage effect of
the weight. And, of course, always pay

attention to the trailer’'s Gvwr and the
truck’s towing capacity to avoid over-
loading. — J.J.

DECAL DISINTEGRATION

We have a 2006 Okanagan Eclipse

ECL26RLS. We have liked this travel
trailer since day one and have always
been greatly impressed with the builder,
West Coast Leisure Homes in Penticton,
British Columbia. Unfortunately, they
became victims of the economy and
were forced to close shop in 2008.

The decals on the trailer are in
bad shape — fading, cracking and
peeling — but how do we get replace-
ments? I've searched, but | can’t find
anyone with any information. The only
Okanagan dealer in Southern California
closed in 2007. Do you have any ideas
or suggestions as to how we can get
replacement decals?
Marvin Duncan, Corona, California
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Your situation is fairly common,

Marvin. Once a manufacturer is
gone, proprietary parts such as decals
are usually gone with them. You can still
find standard parts such as refrigera-
tors, water heaters and other compo-
nents, but those decals are elusive.

Have you tried looking for any old
Okanagan dealers beyond Southern
California? That may help. There are
also several obsolete RV-parts retail-

ers, which can be found by an Internet
search, but finding the right make and
model parts for your RV would be a
long shot.

A supplier of custom decals may be
your best option at this point. It may be
possible for a decal maker to use pho-
tos of the trailer and measurements of
the old decals when new to help recre-
ate its decals or perhaps have a com-
plete new set made and installed to
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freshen the trailer’s overall looks. That
way, all of the decals would be of the
same quality and ensure your RV looks
good for years to come. — J.J.

SETTINGS FOR

RAM BRAKE-CONTROLLER
Regarding the “Ram Integrated Brake
Controller” question from W.F. Andrews
in the April issue, the brake controller
on the Ram comes set for small, light
trailers. To change it for heavy trailers,
go to the Settings menu, then Trailer
Brake, then Trailer 1, then Braking, then
Heavy Electric. For my 16,000-pound
Montana, | have set the number to 8.5,
and this works well.

Dave Thompson, Haynesville, Louisiana

Thank you for the procedural update,
Dave. I'm glad it worked for you and
hope this helps other readers. We've
received quite a few letters like yours
in response to that RV Clinic letter. This
falls into the when-in-doubt-read-the-
owner’s-manual category. — J.J.

ALUMINUM-SIDING QUESTIONS
We have a 2003 30-foot Sandpiper
fifth-wheel. It has aluminum siding,

which seems to handle the elements

very well. We have had no leaks or

bad dents from the long trips we have

taken hauling it from coast to coast. The

newer fifth-wheel trailers all have fiber-
glass siding, which raises the question
of which is the better material. | know
several owners with fiberglass siding
have complained of fading, which we
have not had with our aluminum siding.

(Fading decals are another story.)

Raymond Lee, Prineville, Oregon

Fiberglass siding and molded-

fiberglass end caps can chalk and
fade with age, so that's something to
consider when choosing an RV. As for
which one is better, there are pros and
cons for each type of siding.

Corrugated aluminum is durable,

less costly and can be easier to repair by
replacing individual panels. Fiberglass
makes for a smooth, glossy finish, can
be repaired with standard automotive



bodywork techniques, and looks sleek
and modern. Fiberglass is also more
expensive and can be a bit heavier due to
the lauan wood backer normally used as
part of the fiberglass panel.

Choosing the siding for a new RV
is just one consideration among many
other factors to be considered. Both ma-
terials work well, so either one can be
part of a satisfactory purchase. — J.J.

SHOCKS AND AXLE DROP

My fifth-wheel trailer is designed so
that when a tire goes flat or blows out,
the rim doesn’t get damaged. The shock
holds up the wheel. Most trailers don’t
have shocks, but they certainly dampen
the road impact on things inside. Sel-
dom have my dining room table or
chairs moved around.

Eddie Brackett, Fairfield, California

It seems like your trailer’s shock
absorbers do as you suggest, Eddie,

by limiting the axle’s downward travel
after a tire goes flat or disintegrates.
Note that this works only on double- or
triple-axle trailers and does not apply to
single-axle trailers!

If you want another alternative to
keep the axle’s end and wheel from
dragging, try using a fabric suspension
travel limiter. Do an Internet search for
“suspension travel limiter strap,” and
you'll find a variety of sizes and options
available, mainly from the shops that
cater to off-road and performance auto-
racing enthusiasts.

These straps typically have steel
mounting plates on each end drilled
to accept a suitable mounting bolt.
You'll need to determine the maximum
downward axle travel that works for the
situation, and then match the trailer
suspension and frame dimensions to
the right size limiter strap. You don’t
want to limit axle travel to the point that
the tires don't stay firmly on the ground
at all times. If in doubt, a specialty chas-
sis or trailer frame and suspension shop
can help with this type of project. — J.J.

END-CAP CLEANUP

I've been reading with interest the com-
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ments concerning end-cap oxidizing
and dulling in the November, January
and Aprilissues. | have a 2004 Keystone
Cougar fifth-wheel, and after the first
year or so, it had the same problem.

| also tried myriad products to bring
back the luster.

What | ended up using (and | know
that you will discourage its use] is the
commercially available red Scotch-Brite
pads left over from my machine-shop

h innovations
housing
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days. | know they are abrasive, but that
is the point. To get the shine back, you
have to remove the oxidized surface;
you cannot polish oxidization.

It doesn’t take much elbow grease
— just a gentle once-over with the
Scotch-Brite and a running-water
hose, and you can see the white oxidi-
zation melt away, as well as all of the
bugs and road tar. | gently go over the
Cougar decals on the end cap without

Tickets Only
$100.00 Each

Drawing Will Be
\ August 31st,2016 48

damaging them. After they dry, they
will look dull again, but a good Car-
nauba paste-wax application and buff-
ing will bring back the original or an
even better shine.

| don’t think this will help Jim
Panter (“End-Cap Encore,” April,
since his is clear down to the gray
primer. It has worked for me and a
neighbor for the past 10 years or so.
If readers are at their wits’ end over
their end caps, I'd say it is worth a try.
Just remember to be gentle.
George Nachtsheim, Littleton, Colorado

You're right, George, we wouldn’t rec-
ommend this process because it uses
an abrasive cleaning pad, and that’s
contrary to the recommendations of
most RV manufacturers. However, it
works for you, and that's what counts.

It's possible that another reader
may want to try the procedure on a
small, out-of-the-way part of a similarly
oxidized RV. As you suggested, it takes a
gentle touch, and that's the difficult part
for some people to accomplish. With
care, it may be worth a try. — J.J.

BATTERY-DISCHARGE TIP

This is regarding Alan Layman’s
“Battery Discharge” letter in the April
issue. Like Alan, | own a 2015 Cougar
XLite 28SGS fifth-wheel. He forgot to
mention that all three slides can be op-
erated with the factory-installed battery
cut-off switch in the Off position.

A solution is to install another bat-
tery cut-off switch in the battery com-
partment. This is very (continued on page 153)
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Your ESSENTIAL 2016

RV TRAVEL RESOURCE

12,498 essential listings for Campgrounds,
RV Parks and Services, including 2,185
Good Sam RV Parks AND Good Sam’s
Trusted 10/10%/10 Exclusive Ratings

$1,500 in Camping World Coupons
With easy, user-friendly full color state &

provincial maps
much more!

CLUB SALE
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2016 Good Sam Ry Travel|

& Savings Guide #87
Reg. $19.95 | wm: 16

DON’T MISS OUT

ORDER YOURS TODAY

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
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TT-500
The Most Innovative
TPMS On The Market
Today With A

- Pressure & Temperature Monitoring
« USB Rechargeable Monitor
« Monitors Up To 22 Tires (0-232psi)
+ 0.5 oz. Sensors - Lightest on Market
= User Replaceable Sensor Batteries
+ Visual & Audible Alarms
+ Automatic Update Feature

4 Sensor Systems

With Lifetime Warranty

$289.00

Additional Sensors ~ 5§35.00 ea.

RUBBER PRODUCTS

OVER 100 RV
EXTRUSIONS
AVAILABLE

| —— -

| ——
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™
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Call for your
FREE RV Catalog

800-230-6109

www.steelerubber.com
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A NEW
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Replace your
RV Refrigerator
Cooling Unit
with an all
NEW
Replacement
Cooling Unit

Made in the USA

JC Refrigeration is a small and growing business at
the heart of the RV industry. With over 21 years of
manufac turing experience, we have a reputation
you can depend on!

Qur goal is to bring a smile to your face as you
enjoy wonderfully cold refrigeration on your travels
for years to come.

Get .'r.,f.:u tory installed or we can ship to your door!
Phone: (260) 768-4067

Fax: (260) 768-4424

Shipshewana, IN 46565

www. je-refrigeration.com
*jcref@centurylink.net

. -
.

America’s Best Selling Truck
Anchor Points For Ford, Chevy,
GMC, Tundra and Ram trucks

BullRingUSA.com
(888) 879-2855

Available at

amazon

Search
Bull Ring

HE”WiI:II

PROLLOUCT S

LOAD &
SWAY

CONTROL

MADE IN

USA

HELLWIGPRODUCTS.COM
1-800-367-5480

PLAN FOR

YOUR FUTURE
WITH DEMCO

THE HITCH YOU BUY TODAY
MAY NOT BE THE ONE YOU
NEED TOMORROW!

Upgrade your stati
hitch from 16K
installing a Hijacker upg

v or manual 5th wheel
acity to 21K by
de kit from Demco.

* Hitch can grow with your needs
* Simple and fast install

Available for t emco Hitches:

www.towdemco.com ¢ 800.543.3626




SEWER SOC

Made in USA! %
Protect your family !
Protect your investment !

Prevent rodents and insects
from becoming a nuisance !!!

Designed to seal utility openings,
( Electric, Water, Sewer, etc....)

MOTOR SNORKEL.
- THEWORLD'S
@ T0 CONVERT ANY -~
~ PORTABLE GASOLINE GENERATOR
&NT&] ATRI-FUEL GENERATOR

Wi ATTACHED PROPANE TANK

m.ngthmm

TRIFUEL POWER.
PROPANE. NATURAL GAS. GASOLINE.

YOUR FUEL YOUR CHOICE.
MOTORSNORKEL.COM
877-592-9521

The IDAHO TOTE is attached and not
drawn as a regular trailer.
Simply put:

“YOU DO NOTHING BUT DRIVE!
= 3000 Ib GVW
* Pressure sensing steering axle
+ Steers Imeling forward or backing up

IDAHO TOTE DOLLY, INC.

www.idahotote.com
Call 208-276-3203 or 509-751-6297

DUAL WHEEL CONVERSIONS

DYNAMIC DUAL

Convert your Pick-up or Suburban
to dual wheels the Arrowcraft way.

- No Axle Changes

- Easy Installation [
- Steel or Aluminum Wheels |
- Custom Styled Fenders

For More information:
Arrowcraft Products, Inc
5022 Leafdale Bivd.
Rg{al Oak, Ml 48073
(248) 280-0210 Fax: (248) 280-1679
Web Site: www.arrowcraft.com
E-Mail: dualiies@arrowcraft.com

'-\Ct@toﬁkFuel f&nk Fﬁbncghon

.MKShmarine. com\
We Don't Dabble We Specialize! -
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KSH Fuel Products
1675-103 Kiowa Ave.
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403

tel QEB-EBB-GE l o

fax 928-680-7 3 79 email; kshmaring@ rraz.net

C Alpenglow

Dream Big. Travel Far.

Let Alpenglow

Light Your Way
Interior LED RV Lights

Energy Efficient Design Uses Less Power

Overhead Lights
Handcrafted Wood Frames

Reading Lightsém

Dimmable Feature

406-889-3586

www.alpenglowlights.com

Legendary Customer Service Since 1988

LIFE .com

resource
for the RV

ﬁ ﬂ ' CHOTEER

July 2016 TRAILERLIFE 151



Since 1982

CalMark Cover Co.
has your RV Stnbrella® covered!

% 100% USA Made

FSR® Construction
Zipper Doors

Full 6 Year Warranty
100% Guarantee

* Water Resistant
 Breathable

* Mold/Mildew Resistant
Sthbrella e *100% Non Abrasive
Best fabric for ALL weather conditions in USA & Canada

1-800-838-7236 S
calmarkcovers.com BER
info@calmarkcovers.com =
Specializing in all types of RVs, Horse trailers & more!

M4 Retrofit LED Lights
Easy Retrofit LED Bulbs for
all Motorhomes & Trailers
Save 80% of your Battery Power

. and Reduce Heat!

Ehte Series to Econom
Round & wedge base, tube lights,
halogen replacements festoons,
plate lights, reading Iamps, and more.

Priority Mail Shipping!
'
IRy
“év‘lilkb#’

Made Specifically for RVs
Quality Circuits, Realistic Prices
detailed informative website

http ://m4led.com

=i 5% off code: tI5 818.717.8840

Portable Towing Mifrars

x 9" Mirror

Optional Sbétting Mirror
.. Easy on - Easy off
No Vibration

F 4 I- Extends to 20"
HensleyMfg.com

1-800-410-6380
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HONDA

GENMNERATORS

When Quiet Counts,
Count on Honda

SHIPPED SAME DAY Fzon

LOWEST PRICES
ANYWHERE!!

= 800-832-7365 @@
MOT TS

N LA
1850 N. State St. Ukiah, Ca. 95482
WWW, mmuapnﬂlolnlmh com

Call rmsiciants ncf 7.25%. For op o sty we

he Owner's Manusl before ‘your Honda Power Equipment, Connection of geesraions
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Park it with

Power Caster!

Maneuver your trailer easily in limited
space, around corners, forward or reverse
— with the flip of a switch!

SAFE to use:
[+ Chain guard
¥ Ground wire

The Original
Trailer Mover!
Manufactured since 1967

M4 (800) 773-3833

(626) 287-6117
www.powercaster.com
5001 Encinita Ave., Temple City, CA 91780

S\OR & G0
TIRE

PLUGGER

On the Spot On
The Wheel

Emergency Repair
to Tubeless Tires

Vo

800.747.0238
www.stopngo.com

Check us out:

www.rvingwomen.com

Or call: 480-671-6226

Hﬂf-ﬁllt T2 Jf_J_I'JJJ I_UU

the “next generation”in

« Free Delivery (witkis 1,000 mites of Nashille, TH)
» Sleeps Two — Includes Kitchen Galley
« More Standard Features than All Others

PeeWeeCampers.com
931-675-8494

b

NEVER WAX AGAIN

Restore and

Easy 2-step process. Wipe
on, let dry. Looks: like new,
lasts over 12 months.

rotect. No rub- [eED
ing or buffing.
S EE our video demo on our website!

www.poligl roducts.
P800-325-2013

LOVE
IDAHO!

e Great camping

¢ Less crowded, less expensive
e Amazing outdoor recreation
¢ Breathtaking scenery

¢ Friendly, helpful people

N
TDAH

visitidaho.org

FREE!
IDAHO RV
Campground
Directory

OF:A
o]

RVidaho.org
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(continued from page 148)

simple and should be possible for a
novice to accomplish, since all wiring
is exposed in the compartment.

In the photo, the black wire on the
bottom left comes directly from the
battery. The black wire on the right of
this same terminal goes to the factory-
installed cut-off switch. The black cable
coming off the top of this terminal is
the one that powers the slides and
auto-leveler system. Simply installing
another cut-off switch will kill any drain
on the battery.

| hope the attached photo and expla-
nation will help Alan with the solution.
Thomas Gamache, Camarillo, California

Thanks for writing and including the
photo, Thomas. Since you have the same
model, this is a helpful tip. — Ken Freund

CHARGING 6-VOLT BATTERIES
| was reading the February issue
and your reply to Dale DeKay's

“Battery Maintainers” question about

using a maintenance charger on his

truck with two 12-volt batteries con-
nected in parallel.

We have two 6-volt batteries con-
nected in series in our trailer. If a person
connected a 12-volt DC maintainer to
these 6-volt batteries by connecting the
red lead to one battery’s positive post and
the black lead to the other battery’s neg-
ative post, would this connection provide
a maintenance charge to both batteries?
Or would you recommend using a 6-volt
DC maintainer and charging the batter-
ies separately after disconnecting them
from each other?

Barry Webb, Anchorage, Alaska

As long as the two 6-volt batteries

are connected in series (by a wire
running from the positive post of one to
the negative post of the other), you can
treat them like one 12-volt battery and
just use one 12-volt DC maintenance
charger. — K.F.

SMOKING FORD DIESEL
| own a 2008 Ford F-250 Super
Duty with the 6.4-liter diesel en-

gine. The truck now  (continued on page 155)
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TurboKOOL

12-Volt Cooling for RVs

TurboKOOL Evaporative “Swamp” Coolers
Powered by Battery and/or Solar.

Cools your RV (up to 29°)

without “plugging in”! Quiet and Affordable
1-800-326-4410 free brochure www.turbokool.com

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant -- good to 300°F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

BOOKS

Diagnosed with Prostate Cancer?

This is the BEST first book you should read.
A complete workbook where all your options
are addressed. Visit us: on Amazon or
directly: www.prostatecancerworkbook.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401
To sell 800-952-0401
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED

NEED 3 CDL TRUCK DRIVERS FOR FRUIT hauling
8/10/16 to 10/29/16. Short hauls, long hours,
good pay. Free RV site. Arrowhead Ranch,
610-E Jack Wells Rd., Bridgeport, WA 98813.

Earn While You Travel. Up to 65% Commission.
Complimentary RV Site While Working. Need
self-motivated people with computer

& sales experience. Adventure Awaits!!!
800-832-3292 ¢ SoutheastPublications.com

HOMES FOR SALE

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas

Retama Village - Supersites $50s.

RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com
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THAILERS, ACCESS0RIES, REAL ESTATE AND MORE!

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas

Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village
RV Lots $20s, RV Casitas $120s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

RV Resort Home (Remodeled) with RV Lot
Full Hookups, Carports, 3 Sheds, Orlando, FL
Too many extras to list. Deeded Lots.
$155,000 Invested-Sell $123,900. Call Rich
for Info & Pics 407-257-8558

LOTS FOR SALE

2 LOTS IN SOUTH CENTRAL COLORADO
Private RV Development. Utilities on site.
Walk to river, lots of area attractions.
Deeded lots, $79,900 for both. 806-239-5974.

MAIL FORWARDING

Good Sam Mail Service - Complete Mailbox
Mgmt Online! Access your postal mail 24/7
Req a scan for that urgent letter and its
contents. Unique physical address in FL.

No state income tax. Plans as low as $9/mo.
877-388-2753 « www.goodsammailservice.com

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com/TL Call Us First!!

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

®

RV 7Zcon

BUY OR SELL RVS ONLINE! RVT.com ®
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.
70,000+ RVs for Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings.
www.RVT.com or 1-877-705-0025

RV ONLINE -- RVONLINE.COM

Buying or selling an RV?

$39.95, 4 month Nationwide Ad!

1000’s have listed and SOLD. 831-475-5533

RV REGISTRY

www.rvregistry.com

Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners

No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers 800-546-8457

SERVICES

< PAY NO SALES TAX
IICEIC ON ANY VEHICLE!

Lowest rates in the 50 states
Secure online login - mobile access

877.913.5100 lictic.com

Register your vehicle in Montana.
Avoid sales tax and
high licensing fees.
Call to speak to a licensed MT
attorney about forming a LLC.
Heggen Law Office, P.C.
www.HeggenlLawOffice.com
(888)777-5032

Jared S. Heggen
Serving clients since
~ 1997 ~

ALL DAY

$49

MONTANA
REGISTERED
AGENT LLC

$700 for a 1 day MT LLC and permanent
trailer registration. Includes DMV fees.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com
Call for more info 406-552-0004.

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC

Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save
over the past 20 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504
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TOURS TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES

Pre-Planned, Safe and Organized RV Tours
and Rallies for those who enjoy the journey.
FREE RV Travel Guide - Call 800-952-8496 NEW 2016 Heartland Landmark

Bath and 1/2. Loaded Only $87,900. Guar Best

Price! 877-643-7532 New units-Loaded. Cust order
avail no chg. View New/Used Units www.rvsforless.net
#1 USA Dealer 2012 - 2014

Guided RV Tours & Rallies

Lower 48eAlaskaeCanadaeMexicoeOverseas
Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-712-1077 or
www.adventurecaravans.com

NEW 2016 DRV ELITE SUITES 38RSSA: Loaded
TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE MSRP: $176,841 Avg of 30% off MSRP

Guar Best Price! More info at 877-643-7532. View
Full Line of New/Used Units. www.rvsforless.net
#1 USA Dealer 2011 - 2014

2006 MED DUTY TRUCK, RV, BIKE CARRIER
275 auto, 43K mi, auto, std cab seats 3 & is
shorter than my pickup, all air ride $39K. 33 5th
Loaded with Standards, starting at $76K!
Buy Factory Direct! Call 844.848.0200
Dozens of New/Used Units Augusta-RV.com

TRAILERS FOR SALE

Jayco Feather 18SRB, excellent condition
2015, used twice, electric tongue jack
front stabilizer jacks, other accessories
$12,500 or reasonable offer 985-351-0400

2010, 1999 & 2000 RV HAULERS & 2009 NEW HORIZON
DIESEL, AUTO, all air ride, low miles, huge

storage, hitches, beautiful interiors. Y Good Sam Club

mountainmaster.net 623-451-7121 Now, more money-saving

reasons to join!

ILER Join today at

LIFE .com GoodSamClub.com
or call 1.800.234.3450
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has 106,000 miles on it. It is strictly
a stock engine with no aftermarket
additions, and it has been serviced in
accordance with the manufacturer’s
recommendations.

Starting at about 50,000 miles, the
truck began putting out clouds of blue-
gray exhaust smoke. The smoking
lasts just a few minutes and happens
only occasionally, but it is now becom-
ing more frequent. There is so much
smelly smoke that I'm embarrassed
to be seen behind the wheel when it
occurs.

The engine has an exhaust filter,
but it is prior to the DEF requirement
for diesel engines. I've discussed the
problem several times with my dealer’s
diesel service adviser and have been
told it's a normal part of the exhaust
filtering process, even though it didn’t
happen when the truck was newer. In
the most recent conversation, | asked
what | should do when the smoking
starts, and the unsatisfactory answer
was to keep driving until it stops.

Is this really normal for this Ford
diesel, and if it is, is there anything | can
do to stop the smoke?

Lew Pinsker, Flemington, New Jersey

Unfortunately, just because
someone’s title is service adviser
doesn’t necessarily mean he or she
is an expert. At many dealerships,
the service adviser is basically a sales-
person for the service department and
does not have any mechanical experi-
ence. What | have found at many
dealerships is that it's difficult to
get to communicate directly with the
technician who will be working on
the vehicle, and this leads to many
communication problems and a
missed diagnosis.

Engines that burn their own lubri-
cating oil generally create bluish-gray
smoke, whereas excessive fuel in a
diesel generally gives you black smoke.
However, you didn't mention that it
was consuming a lot of engine oil, and
the mileage is relatively low, so I'm
going to assume that the engine is not
burning oil and the smoke is caused by
excess fuel and not motor oil.

This intermittent smoke is likely
caused by one or more sticking fuel
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injectors. These babies are very expen-
sive, even rebuilds. So | recommend
that before you opt for costly injector
replacement, try running some injec-
tor cleaner (added to the fuel tank]
through the engine for several fill-ups.
You can check with your dealer
for Ford-approved products. Many
owners have reported good results
with Sea Foam, Hot Shot’s Secret Die-
sel Extreme, BG 244 or Royal Purple
Max-Tane. — K.F.

FORD HESITATION

We have a 2011 Ford F-350 Super

Duty with 21,000 miles on it. It has
a hesitation problem when we stop or
when we turn a corner and start to go
and then let off the accelerator and
start again. It doesn’t do it all of the
time. Sometimes this hesitation will
last for two or three seconds. I've had
people almost run into me when this
happens. When the engine picks up
speed again, it spins the tires because

LEGAL NOTICE

If You Own or Owned a Norcold 1200 Series, N6 Series, or
N8 Series Gas-Absorption Refrigerator or Cooling Unit,
You Could Get Benefits From a Class Action Settlement.

There is a proposed settlement in two class action lawsuits against Norcold, Inc., Thetford
Corporation, and The Dyson-Kissner-Moran Corporation (“Defendants”) concerning three
models of gas absorption refrigerators (1200, N6 and N8 series) for use in recreational vehicles
(“RVs”), such as motorhomes, travel trailers, and boats. Those persons included in the settlement
have legal rights and options and deadlines by which they must exercise them.

The United States District Court for the Central District of California authorized this Notice.
The Court will have a hearing at the Santa Ana courthouse on September 16, 2016 at 2:30 p.m. to
consider whether to approve the settlement so that the benefits may be paid.

‘What Are The Lawsuits About? The lawsuits claim that Defendants’ 1200, N6 and N8 series
gas-absorption refrigerators share a safety related defect in the cooling unit which, in certain
circumstances, causes the boiler tubes to corrode and leak flammable gas, exposing consumers
to the risk of fire. The lawsuits seek compensation for economic losses related to the purchase of
Norcold Gas Absorption Refrigerators or Cooling Units. The lawsuits do not allege class claims
for personal injury, wrongful death or damage to property other than the allegedly defective
Norcold Gas Absorption Refrigerators or Cooling Units themselves. Defendants deny any
wrongdoing and have denied all allegations in the Complaint and asserted many defenses. The
Court did not decide which side was right. Instead, the parties decided to settle the class claims.
Who Is Affected? Subject to certain limited exclusions, you are included in the settlement if you:
¢ Currently own, or formerly owned, a Norcold 1200 Series Gas Absorption Refrigerator
or Cooling Unit that was manufactured between January 1, 2002, and October 1, 2012;
OR,

e Currently own a Norcold N6 Series Gas Absorption Refrigerator or Cooling Unit, or N8
Series Gas Absorption Refrigerator or Cooling Unit, that was manufactured between
January 1, 2009, and December 31, 2013.

This settlement does not involve class claims for personal injury, wrongful death or damage to
property other than to the Norcold refrigerator they own, owned, or may own in the future. Such
claims are reserved.

What Does The Settlement Provide? The proposed settlement provides for an “all-in” Common
Fund totaling $36,000,000 to resolve all eligible class claims of 1200 Series, 800 Series and 600
Series gas absorption refrigerator owners and to fund all administrative and legal costs associated
with the proposed settlement. To receive a share of the Monetary Fund you must submit a
Claim Form by August 26, 2016. Payments will vary depending upon several factors, such as
the number of claims submitted and other adjustments and deductions in accordance with the
Allocation Plan described more fully in the detailed Notice and Claim Form available at www.
NorcoldClassAction.com. In addition, Defendants will provide, at Defendants’ sole expense,
a three-year extended warranty to class members who own N6 and N8 Series gas absorption
refrigerators manufactured between January 1, 2009 and December 31, 2013, for a cooling unit
that fails due to a leak.

What Are Your Options? Submit a Claim. If you don’t exclude yourself, you may submit a
Claim Form by August 26, 2016 to receive any benefits for which you are eligible. Do Nothing.
You will remain in the Class and will not be able to sue Defendants about the issues in the lawsuit,
but you may not receive certain benefits for which you may be eligible. Exclude Yourself. If you
do not want to be part of the settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 26, 2016. You
won’t be able to get any settlement benefits, but you keep the right to sue Defendants about
the class claims in the lawsuit. Object. You can object to all or part of the settlement by August
26, 2016, if you don’t exclude yourself. Enter Appearance. Enter an appearance through your
own lawyer at your own expense. Otherwise you will be represented by court-appointed Class
Counsel, Zimmerman Reed LLP.

A detailed Notice and Claim Form containing everything you need is available online at www.
NorcoldClassAction.com. You may also call 1-877-449-8550 to request a copy. The detailed
notice describes how to exclude yourself, submit a Claim Form and/or object to the proposed
settlement. We encourage you to read and review it in detail.

1-877-449-8550 WWW.NORCOLDCLASSACTION.COM
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my foot is on the accelerator.

I've taken it to my Ford dealership
four times, and they say nothing is
wrong. I'm worried | am going to get
in an accident. When towing, there’s
a total weight of about 20,000 pounds
with the truck and trailer, and this
hesitation problem is scary. It does
it even when I'm not towing.

Ron Heddinger, Eugene, Oregon

You didn’t mention which engine

your Ford has, gas or diesel. Since
the diesels don't typically suffer from
true hesitation (they don’t have throttle
plates like a gas engine), I'm going
to assume you have the 6.2-liter V-8
gas engine. You also didn't indicate
whether the Check Engine light is on,
so I'm assuming itisn't.

Hesitation on fuel-injected gas
engines often involves a dirty mass air-
flow (MAF) sensor or gummed-up throt-
tle bodies. This type of problem usually
doesn't set a trouble code that turns on
the Check Engine light. So I'd start by
cleaning the MAF sensor with CRC MAF
cleaner spray or an equivalent. You can
do an Internet search for how to per-
form this procedure, as there are many
free how-to videos and photos.

Another possibility is that the
transmission is slipping and then grab-
bing, which would make the wheels
spin when it catches and grabs. It could
be something as simple as low fluid.
Try going for a test drive with service
personnel from the dealership. If you
just dropped off the truck and asked
them to “Take a look at it,” it's likely the
truck was not seriously road-tested. If
this is the case, and cleaning the MAF
doesn’t solve the problem, | suggest
you insist that the service manager ac-
company you, since this would be the
fifth time there. Or perhaps better yet,
go to another dealership. — K.F. &

HAVE A QUESTION? )) Email our
experts at rvclinic@trailerlife.com or write
to RV Clinic, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240,

Oxnard, California 93036. Include your full
name and hometown. Selected letters will be
answered in the magazine, but time does not
permit individual replies. No phone calls, please.
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NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

The Sound
of Nashville

Tennessee’s Country Music Hall of Fame and
Museum is home to one of the world’s most

extensive musical collections, chronicling the

history of the genre from the early 1900s

fter visiting museums and theaters,

and even old recording studios in
Nashville, Tennessee, | have probably
seen most of the fabled guitars and
sequined jackets that exist in the world.
If glitzy, showy, classy and dignified can
all be used in the same sentence to
describe any one place, Nashville is it.

Music is a $4 billion industry here.
Historically, it's country (in the days of Roy Rogers and Gene
Autry, we called it cowboy music), but in the last decade
jazz and blues have found their place in Nashville. It's also
home to the Gospel Music Association and the International
Bluegrass Music Association.

Music’s broad range and the overlap of genres are
obvious when visiting the Country Music Hall of Fame and
Museum in downtown Nashville. Election to the Hall of
Fame is the highest honor in country music, recognizing
an artist’s contribution over the length of his or her career.
Careers sometimes allow for significant crossover. A good
example is Elvis Presley, the undisputed king of rock 'n" roll,
who was elected to the Country Music Hall of Fame in 1998.

The Hall of Fame is in a rotunda adjoining the museum.
It's a space of special beauty and dignity. Members’ plaques
are placed randomly, and the room is circular to ensure
that every plaque has a place of equal importance. It honors
performers and others in the industry, reflecting country
music’s state as both art and enterprise.

The Hall of Fame and Museum is a block off Broadway,
home to Nashville's popular honky-tonks. Walking
Broadway one afternoon, past a row of open doors, | got
samples in sound bites of musicians at work. | was told that
since supply far exceeds demand, they get paid little.

Hundreds of fine musicians live here — some
prosperous, some struggling — and | met a few. They
know each other and speak highly of the talents of their
colleagues, apparently not seeing them as competitors.
That may be because they view themselves as unique —
what they have to offer is unlike that of everybody else.

One of these musicians works in the museum as a
guide. He plays with the band of John Carter Cash, the
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article and photos by Bill Graves

(Top) Several Nashville attractions like the George Jones Museum
depict the careers — and wardrobes — of country music’s finest.
(Above) A two-story wall at the Country Music Hall of Fame and
Museum displays all of the genre’s gold and platinum records.

only son of June and Johnny Cash. “We do some traveling,”
he said. “Unfortunately, John doesn’t need the money, so
we don’t work much.”

This museum has been called the Smithsonian of
Country Music because of its unrivaled collection and
dynamic, state-of-the art galleries. Two floors of exhibits
from the early 1900s to the present chronicle the history
of country music, with permanent and rotating displays.
Elvis Presley’s gold piano and his white Cadillac with a gold
interior, as well as a mock-up of Taylor Swift's motorhome
are some of the personal items you'll find here.

A bus takes tourists from the museum for tours of Studio
B, opened in 1957 by RCA. It is known as the Cradle of the
Nashville Sound. The Nashville Sound is a style characterized
by strings and background vocals that established this town
as an international recording center. More than 35,000 songs
were recorded in Studio B, and 1,000 made the charts of the
Top 10. Here, Elvis recorded “Are You Lonesome Tonight” and
another couple hundred songs.

Our tour guide was a woman in her 20s, and she had a
memory that was an encyclopedia of country music. She
knew the names of every artist who ever recorded at the
studio, the songs they recorded and the year each recording
was made. If she was asked a question about some obscure
musician, she always knew how that artist fit into the music
history of Nashville. For many in this town, music isn’t just a
living; it's also a way of life.

Welcome to America’s Outback. &

m To connect with Bill, email roadscribe @aol.com.
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A summer of celebrations. P

Looks like the summer of 2016 is not only going to be a summer of memorable adventures, fascinating
journeys and beautiful sunsets but also several celebrations. So congratulations to all our friends at Trailer

Life and the National Park Service. It’s the kind of summer that makes trailer life the only life worth living.

Trailer Life Airstream National Parks
75 years 85 years 100 years
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