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This year marks the 75th anniversary 
of Trailer Life, and we’re celebrating 
every month! 
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Each January, RV snowbirds fl ock to 
Quartzsite, Arizona, seeking warmth, rocks and gems, swap meets and a big annual 
RV show at the world’s largest gathering of RVs and RVers. Less than 20 miles from 
the Colorado River, the sleepy desert town fi lls with RVs as far as the eye can see.
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As we enter a new year, we’re proud to announce that Trailer Life will be cele-
brating a very important milestone: its 75th anniversary. This is no ordinary 

feat; it puts Trailer Life in a special class of magazines that have been published 
continuously for a very long time. In 1941 the fi rst issue of Western Trailer Life was 
circulated, and eight years later the word “Western” was dropped from the logo. 
Today, Trailer Life continues as the premier RV-lifestyle publication.

My involvement began 44 years ago after being hired by Art Rouse, the man who 
propelled this publication to success in the 1960s and today is considered a legend 
to those who embrace the RV lifestyle.

Rouse had an uncanny vision about travel-trailer ownership and the people who 
made up this mobile community. It was (and still is) a community of people with un-
paralleled goodwill, and thus, the Good Sam Club was built into the world’s largest 
RV owner’s organization. There was something compelling about living in a travel 
trailer for more than just economic reasons, and Rouse knew that. 

Interestingly, my wife, Lynne, and her family traveled cross-country pulling a 
travel trailer in 1949. We hardly discussed that journey, since she was an infant at 
the time and could relay only bits and pieces told by her father and mother … until 
we became hooked on RVs in 1971. From then on, Lynne fi gured it was good karma 
that drove us into the lifestyle.

It’s really fun to go through the back issues of Trailer Life and see how enthu-
siasts traveled and camped in the old days. For the most part, the people haven’t 
changed much. Campground residents set up their trailers with others, pulled out 
their chairs and proceeded to socialize around potluck dinners and blazing fi repits. 
Back then, the lifestyle was all about travel to fun and beautiful places, friends 
and caring people; nothing in that arena has changed, except for the clothing, which 
was more formal. Fellow campers still look out for each other and graciously lend
a hand when necessary.

For the next year, in each issue, we’ll be featuring fl ashbacks from the pages of 
Trailer Life that follow the transformation of this magazine and the RV lifestyle (see 
page 16). While the products, technical procedures and RV types and styles have 
changed dramatically, it’s apparent that the reasons people hit the road in an RV are 
still the same: to enjoy the freedom to explore and the camaraderie of fellow RVers.

Thank you for helping us celebrate our 75th anniversary! q

— Bob Livingston, publisher
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LETTERS 
JANUARY

EcoDiesel or Hemi?
Chris Hemer’s November 2015 article 
about the latest truck offerings, 
“Sweet ’16s,” failed to mention that, 
until Chevy and Nissan can get their 
small diesel trucks to market, Ram 
is the only game in town with a 
half-ton diesel. 

I am delighted with my brand-new 
Ram 1500 Laramie EcoDiesel. It’s 
beefy, comfortable, pulls like a train 
and gets great fuel mileage — it’s 
averaging 23 MPG. I see a lot of Hemi-
equipped Rams and can’t understand 
the appeal when there’s a more 
powerful and economical option. Oh, 
and did I mention that the dealer gave 
me a discount off the MSRP equal to 
twice the additional cost of the diesel 
engine? I’m smiling all the way to the 
campground — and not needing to 
stop for fuel on the way!
Doug Swanson, Orange, California

We needed to buy a truck, and I 
couldn’t be happier with the Ram 
2500 we picked. I’ll tell you the way 
we fi gured it, and you can take it for 
what it’s worth. 

First question: Diesel or gas? 
I started looking at Ram because I 
originally wanted a diesel, and, after 
talking to many people (including 
a few mechanics), I concluded that 
the only diesel worth having is a 
Cummins, available only on Ram 
trucks. But I was also counseled that 
diesels, including the Cummins, have 
noisy, smelly, mechanical drawbacks. 
Diesels have plenty of towing power 
and slightly better gas mileage but 

no acceleration, and the weight of 
the diesel engine takes away from 
the available payload. So I decided to 
go for a gas-powered 6.4-liter Hemi, 
which has more than enough towing 
power to pull our fi fth-wheel.

Second question: 2500 or 3500? 
This was a no-brainer. The Ram 2500 
has plenty of available payload to handle 
the pin weight of our RV, and it has 
rear coil springs. Most heavy-duty and 
super-duty pickups have leaf springs 
in the rear, which give a very hard ride. 
The 2500 rides like a luxury car. 

Many people make the mistake of 
buying more truck than they need. The 
Ram 2500 with a pretty nice trim level 
handles the job of pulling our fi fth-
wheel. Just as importantly, 99 out of 
100 times when I get into this truck, I’m 
not pulling the RV, and I’m extremely 
pleased with the solo acceleration, 
handling, comfort and smooth ride. 
Bill Murphy, Long Beach, New York

Thirty Days, 
Nine National Parks
I appreciated the tips in Peter 
Lewis’ November article, 
“Around the West in 30 Days,” 
especially as we are consid-
ering visiting some of the 
national parks mentioned. 
I do have a brief correction 
to make, however. Signal 
Mountain Campground in 

YOUR OPINIONS, STORIES AND FEEDBACK

I’ve been a subscriber for a few years now, and Trailer Life
was an inspiration for components when building my custom teardrop 
trailer. I incorporated details from my Ford F-150 in the teardrop with 
matching taillights, third brake light, wheels, running boards 
and black metallic paint. The moonroof window 
atop the teardrop is even the same 
shape as the rear window of my F-150. 
You can fi nd my “build blog” at 
www.gregoryowen.com/the-teardrop.

Thanks for a magazine that brews 
ideas — perhaps for a future build! 
Greg Owen, Flemington, New Jersey

LETTEROF THE MONTH★★★

JANUARY

Ford F-150 Meets Its Match

Grand Teton National Park is not on 
Jenny Lake but is on Jackson Lake, 
right next to Signal Mountain Lodge. 
Jenny Lake’s campground is for tents 
only, and I do not recommend taking 
any but the smallest RV on the Jenny 
Lake loop road.
Karen Knowlton, Pocatello, Idaho

“Around the West in 30 Days” was very 
informative and had great sugges-
tions. We have recently purchased a 
30-foot Cruiser RV ViewFinder and are 
planning a trip to the Southwest. An 
article covering RVing in the national 
parks of the Southwest would be most 
helpful, especially a discussion of 
the campgrounds, sights to see and 
helpful tips for touring the area. Keep 
up the good work! 
Cindy Shaw, Palmetto, Florida

More Chock Talk
In Kevin Livingston’s November 2015 
“Chock It Up” article, he states that 
you must stabilize your wheels after 
disconnecting. It should read, you 
must stabilize your wheels prior to 
disconnecting. 

My personal experience with 
this was at a campsite with a little 
slope. As soon as the trailer cleared 
the ball, it rolled backward about 4 
feet before coming to a stop in a bush. 
Had the bush not been there, who 
knows what would have happened. 
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Had my wife been hooking up the water 
or electric, she would have been run 
over. I now chock the wheels first, even 
on level sites.
Dale Melton, Goodland, Kansas

The opening photo in “Chock It Up” 
shows the Fastway Onestep. I use this 
model on my fifth-wheel and am very 
happy with it. The photo shows the 
chock being used upside down. The 
cable should come from the top of the 
unit, and the lips on the wedges should 
be against the tires.
Cliff Peschansky, Blairstown, New Jersey

Welcome to America’s Outback
I just finished reading Bill Graves’ 
November 2015 column, “Snowy 
Morning in Indiana.” This man really has 
a way with words. America’s Outback is 
my first read in each issue.
Mike Nelligan, Santa Rosa, California

Thank you, Bill Graves, for the 
November column’s reminder of how 
beautiful winter in Indiana can be. We’ve 
been in Texas for 15 years, and it made 
us homesick.
Frank and Susan Helmsing 
Roanoke, Texas 

Black Canyon City, Not Bisbee
October 2015’s “Great American 
Haunts” identified Black Canyon Ranch 
RV Resort as being in Bisbee, Arizona. 
We are located in Black Canyon City. 
Imagine my surprise when calls started 
coming in for reservations in Bisbee! 
Christine Dantes, Manager
Black Canyon Ranch RV Resort
Black Canyon City, Arizona

Pet Protocol at RV Parks
Thank you, Bob Livingston, for your 
“Respect Can Be Contagious” Driver’s 
Seat column in the October 2015 
issue. We agree 100 percent with your 
comments. We have been full-timing 
for almost a year and a half, and have 
stayed at RV parks in 22 states. Most 
of the RVers we have met do practice 
proper campground etiquette, but the 
minority who do not can certainly spoil 
it for us.

We travel with two miniature 

dachshunds and are meticulous about 
“policing” their waste and controlling 
their barking. However, we continually 
encounter fellow RVers who ignore park 
rules about picking up after their dogs 
and keeping pets on a leash. There have 
been several times when I have had to 
protect my pets from being attacked by 
unleashed larger dogs. 

Perhaps it would be helpful if RVers 
would be required to sign a document 
indicating they have read and agree to 

follow each RV park’s pet policies and 
accept liability for any damages or harm 
caused by their pets. 
John and Deborah Moore, Topeka, Kansas

Hitching Up Without a Hitch
When we traded in our fifth-wheel for 
a travel trailer, we started out with a 
well-known weight-distributing hitch 
that was also supposed to control sway. 
The weight part worked out well, but 
the sway part not so good, especially 

   

1-800-826-5776
www.TransferFlow.com       

Whether it’s a larger replacement tank, an 
in-bed auxiliary tank, or a US DOT legal 
refueling tank, a Transfer Flow fuel tank 
gives you the freedom to fuel your truck 
when and where you want!  You’ll save time and 
money bypassing those expensive fuel stations 
and filling up where fuel costs less.

Transfer Flow fuel tanks are made from sturdy 
aluminized steel and bright aluminum diamond 
plate, and can be installed at over 325 locations 
in the U.S. and Canada. 

Get more fuel.  Get more freedom.  Get a Transfer 
Flow fuel tank installed on your truck today!

REFUELING TANKS

REPLACEMENT TANKS

IN-BED AUXILIARY TANKS

Fuel Up When 
You Want To, Not 
When You Have To!
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Move any trailer with our compact, 
powerful, battery-powered trailer dolly.

Won’t tip, tilt or pivot with 
Stablelock technology Smart trailer 

brakes option

Ability to freewheel

Simple forward & reverse 
thumb control rocker

Parkit360º

Model shown (Force) supports: Tag-Along and Pintle 
Transformer supports: Gooseneck, 5th Wheel, Tag-Along and Pintle

www.parkit360.com 
1-888-926-5517 Write to: Trailer Life, 

2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 or 
email info@trailerlife.com. Please include 
your full name and location.

TALK TO US!

LETTERS 

when getting passed by big rigs and 
going down long, steep grades with lots 
of curves.

After reading Albert Cerf’s Sep- 
tem ber 2015 letter, “Taking Control,” 
regarding the Andersen WD hitch, we 
ordered one and installed it just prior to 
leaving on an 8,000-mile-plus trip over 
every kind of road. Everything felt pretty 
good until we were on a badly rutted 
two-lane in Canada with rain pouring 
down, and the pickup felt a bit squirrely. 

I stopped, backed the adjustment nuts 
off half a turn, and for the rest of the 
trip, things were very stable.

Instead of feeling anxious at the 
end of each travel day, we now feel 
relaxed and look forward to the next day. 
Hooking up and unhooking couldn’t be 
easier, and the hitch is unobtrusive, so 
there’s really no need to remove it from 
the tow vehicle.
Lee and Charlotte deVries  
Crawfordsville, Oregon

Discord on the Dashboard 
I have one of the RV GPS models  
that Camping World sells, and it would 
get confused and show me driving in 
the ditch beside the highway, among 
other things. In my discussions with 
the GPS company, I learned that the 
device could be affected by interfer-
ence from my dash cam. I moved the 
GPS a foot farther from the dash cam, 
and all the problems with it went away. 
I wanted to share this in case other 
Trailer Life readers are suffering from 
the same problem.
Bernie Turner, Killarney, Manitoba

Don’t Call Us “Entry-Level”
After receiving a Trailer Life subscrip-
tion for Christmas from great friends 
five years ago, we have been avid 
readers, always waiting for the next 
copy to come. With that said, our only 
complaint is with your overused term 
“entry-level.” 

We own a 2011 Palomino Puma 
253FBS that we purchased new and 
have put thousands of miles on. Your 
magazine would probably call this an 
entry-level fifth-wheel, although we 
have been camping for more than 40 
years. We started with sleeping in the 
car, went on to tenting, then to a couple 
of pop-ups and a truck camper, and 
finally to our Puma fifth-wheel.

We love all of the cabinets inside the 
fifth-wheel as well as all of the storage 
compartments outside, and, of course, 
the dinette that is large enough for six 
adults, or for Gramma and Grampa with 
the grandkids. The Puma also sleeps six 
people comfortably. 

RVs have a very personal fit with 
their owners. It is not based on how 
much you spend or how big it is. After 
all our years of camping and finally 
purchasing the RV that fits our needs, 
we hate to think that we are considered 
entry-level.
Tim and Julaine Botting  
Manawa, Wisconsin q
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Some pundits say the Bass Pro Shops 
debut at the Memphis Pyramid in 
Tennessee last April was the biggest 
thing to hit the Bluff City since Elvis 
Presley. For those who have not been 
inside a Bass Pro Shops store, it is 
an overwhelming experience with 
its wilderness-themed selection of 
outdoor, boating, fi shing and hunting 
gear. Many of the stores have large 
aquariums and streams running 
through them, and the 86,000-square-
foot Memphis location even lets 
visitors watch alligators being fed on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.

More than 35,000 folks turned 
out for the reopening of the towering 
Pyramid — former home of the NBA 
team, the Memphis Grizzlies — as 
the world’s largest and most dazzling 
outdoor-accessories and sporting-
goods store. The glimmering stain-
less-steel 32-story icon overlooking 
the Mississippi River had been mostly 
dormant since the Grizzlies moved 
to the FedExForum in 2004, but it 

has bounced back big time following 
a $191 million makeover master-
minded by Bass Pro Shops owner 
Johnny Morris.

Morris, a media-shy 67-year-old 
Missouri billionaire, got his start 
selling fi shing lures out of his dad’s 
Springfi eld, Missouri, liquor store 
and went on to build a 74-store 
empire under the Bass Pro Shops 
banner. He’s been called the Walt 
Disney of Retail, but even Disney 
might be amazed at the transforma-
tion that’s taken place inside the 
500,000-square-foot Pyramid.

The basketball court has been 
replaced with a 600,000-gallon 
swamp containing more than 2,000 
fi sh, live alligators and fl ocks of 
ducks. Surrounding it are ultrarealis-
tic 100-foot-tall cypress trees draped 
with Spanish moss. In the middle of 
it all, the world’s tallest freestanding 
elevator glows with neon, as it rises to 
a restaurant, a hotel and an outdoor 
observation deck atop the structure. 

The restaurant features a 13-lane 
bowling alley, and the hotel that rings 
the second-fl oor atrium consists of 
rustic-style cabins with rocker-lined 
porches overlooking the swamp.

Amid all the fantasy, there’s a 
mega-size Bass Pro Shops retail 
store, jam-packed with fi shing, 
hunting and camping gear — plus 
shooting and archery ranges.

The Pyramid represents a huge 
boost to the Memphis tourism scene, 
drawing more than a million visitors 
during its fi rst three months. But 
there’s plenty more going on in the 
city that calls itself the Birthplace 
of Rock ’n’ Roll. Graceland, with its 
Presley mansion and gravesite, has 
long been a signature attraction. Then 
there’s world-famous Beale Street, 
a three-block entertainment district 
lined with music clubs and restau-
rants, and recently complemented by 
a pair of new musical attractions, the 
Memphis Music Hall of Fame and the 
Blues Hall of Fame. 

Bass Pro Shops at Memphis Pyramid
901-291-8200
www.basspro.com/memphis

For a list of Memphis-area RV parks, 
visit www.goodsamcamping.com.

Tennessee’s former 20,000-seat arena has been transformed into 
an indoor-outdoor adventure with a mega Bass Pro Shops store

Inside the Memphis Pyramid

article by Dave G. Houser

A 600,000-gallon swamp — home to 
fi sh, birds and alligators — is just part 

of the fantasy that unfolded beneath the 
Memphis Pyramid as Bass Pro Shops 

unveiled its most impressive store yet.

NEWS | EVENTS | PEOPLE | PLACES | PARKS | RV TRENDS              by Donya Carlson
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Based on customer and dealer input requesting lighter 
and more affordable fi fth-wheels, Forest River has given 
its Wildcat a complete makeover to target the half-ton and 
three-quarter-ton truck market. The new models have 
an unloaded vehicle weight ranging from 9,449 to 11,061 
pounds, with gross vehicle weight ratings from 11,822 to 
13,687 pounds. The popular fi fth-wheel brand has been in 
Forest River’s lineup for 15 years and now sports an ivory 
high-gloss fi berglass exterior and 3M graphics package on a 
welded aluminum cage. 

Currently, fi ve fl oorplans are available, with four of 
them having three slides. All models have hardwood fascia 
and raised-panel cabinet doors and drawers, residen-
tial furniture that includes a hide-a-bed sofa sleeper (an 
L-shaped sofa on 327RE), a fi replace and a 50-inch HDTV 

on a swingarm. In the kitchen, solid-surface countertops, 
a high-rise pull-out 

faucet, a microwave 
oven and a three-
burner range with a 
glass cover facilitate 
food prep. Four-season 
R-52 insulation runs 

through the lino leum fl oor and roof, wrapping into the 
entire front-cap wall. 

When it’s time to catch some shut-eye, lie back on 
a 60 x 80-inch walk-around bed from Denver Mattress. 
Bedrooms on the mid-profi le models have a wardrobe slide 
and nightstands. The high-profi le units have a bed slide, 
a nightstand with drawers and a full wall-to-wall closet. 
The bathroom includes a 32 x 40-inch shower with a triple-
sliding door and a built-in mirrored medicine cabinet. Each 
fl oorplan has accommodations for a washer and dryer.

Exterior length ranges from 32 feet 9 inches to 37 feet 7 
inches, with all models having 60-gallon freshwater tanks. 
Outside, relax under the Wildcat’s 13- to 16-foot awnings 
with LED lighting. For outdoor lovers, the 29RKP model 
features a drop-down-ramp-door Park & Play Patio with a 
full-coverage awning, a refrigerator and an entertainment 
center prepped for a 50-inch HDTV with surround-sound 
speakers. Base MSRPs start at around $35,000.
Forest River, 574-849-8193, www.forestriverinc.com/wildcat

Creature Comforts in a Wildcat

on a swingarm. In the kitchen, solid-surface countertops, 
a high-rise pull-out 

faucet, a microwave 
oven and a three-
burner range with a 
glass cover facilitate 
food prep. Four-season 
R-52 insulation runs 

Nevada 
Cowboy Gathering
The 32nd-annual National Cowboy 
Poetry Gathering, an international 
arts-and-cultural festival that 
celebrates the American West, takes 
place January 25 to 30, 2016, in Elko, 
Nevada. Nearly 50 performers are 
expected at the event, including 
ranchers, poets, musicians and 
artists. There will be Western dances, 
open-mic sessions, fi lms and exhibits 
that include Northern Plains pho-
tography, illustrations and hand-
crafted work. The event also features 
hands-on workshops in hat-making, 
leather carving and traditional food.
888-880-5885
www.westernfolklife.org

RV PARKS 
Iron Horse RV Resort, 800-782-3556 
www.ironhorservresort.com
Double Dice RV Park, 888-738-3423 
www.doubledicervpark.com

Take Your Best Shot of the Mississippi
Looking for an excuse to explore the Mississippi River? Here’s an opportunity 
to do just that and have some fun at photography, too. Alton, Illinois’ National 
Great Rivers Museum and Jacoby Arts Center have teamed up to create an 
exhibition of contemporary photos that document and celebrate the Missis-
sippi River and life along it. The exhibition is open to all amateur and profes-
sional photographers 18 years and older, with prizes ranging from $50 gift 
cards to the $500 grand prize. 

Photos must be original and have been created within the past three 
years, and they can be taken anywhere along the Mississippi from its 
Minnesota headwaters to the Gulf of Mexico. They can depict riverscapes, 
recreation, commerce, wildlife, weather, nature and natural phenomena, as 
long as the subject matter has a direct relationship with the river. 

The entry deadline is February 17, 2016. For contest rules and more 
information, visit www.mississippiriverphotoshootout.com.
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If you think your dog can’t be the perfect 
workout partner, you don’t know Jack 
— Jack the cairn terrier, that is, my 10-
year-old all-around athlete. He and I 
(Jack’s “mom” and a fi tness instructor) 
traveled the country in my RV in the 
spring of 2015 inspiring dogs and their 
people to get fi t together. 

We stopped in 25 states in 10 weeks 
to spread the word that “Life is short. 
Work out with your dog.” Together, 
we’ve now been to 34 states. For Jack, 
working out means much more than 
a walk around the block. From hiking 
to kayaking, stand-up paddleboarding 
(SUP), dock diving, surfi ng, even yoga, 
Jack has done it all.

 I wanted a dog that was active, 
and as soon as I met Jack, I knew he 
was my new partner in adventure. At 
just four months old, he hiked in the 
snow with me at Mammoth Mountain, 
California, and has been my best friend 
ever since. When I got the idea to buy 
an RV and travel the country to inspire 
other people to get fi t with their dogs, I 
knew that Jack would be a great travel 
companion and a perfect role model.  

We met new friends with whom we 
went hiking, introduced dogs to kayaking 
and SUPing and taught people exercises 
that they can do on their everyday dog 
walk. Along with me, Jack instructed 
the largest dog yoga class in San Diego 
this winter, teaching more than 255 dogs 
to be still and obedient. He regularly 
practices what he preaches, knowing 
that in life, for both pets and their people, 
there’s no such thing as a free treat — 
you have to work for it! 

You can follow Jack and his adven-
tures at www.jacksjourneyusa.com and 
on our Leash Your Fitness Facebook 
page. We are constantly doing fun 
activities, hoping to inspire others to get 
outside and have fun! 

Leash Your Fitness
A cross-country canine
inspires people and 
their pets to work out
article and photo by Dawn Celapino

La
nc

e 
C

am
pe

rs
, 

C
ir

cl
e 

1
1

2
 o

n 
R

ea
de

r 
S

er
vi

ce
 C

ar
d

January 2016  TRAILER LIFE  13

TL1601 around the bend.indd   11/12/15   2:02 PM   - 13 -    (Cyan)TL1601 around the bend.indd   11/12/15   2:02 PM   - 13 -    (Magenta)TL1601 around the bend.indd   11/12/15   2:02 PM   - 13 -    (Yellow)TL1601 around the bend.indd   11/12/15   2:02 PM   - 13 -    (BlacK)



AROUND
THE BEND

•  Legs extend and retract  
30% faster

•  Innovative new self-contained  
hydraulic jacks

•  No hoses, fittings or  
external valves

•  Auto re-hitch memory function
•  One-touch automatic leveling

The one-touch automatic Level Up Evolution system  
levels and stabilizes an RV at least 30% FASTER than  
every other system on the market and features innovative 
new jack technology with self-contained hydraulics.

FIFTH-WHEEL  
LEVELING  
HAS EVOLVED

FEATURESNEW 
DEALER 

PROGRAM
• No certification needed
• Install in a fraction of the time

BOLT UP, WIRE  
AND GO!

If you think the world is a better place 
with chocolate and wine in it, you’ll 
want to head to Temecula, California, 
February 26 and 27, 2016. This 
delightful pairing comes together at the 
eighth-annual Chocolate Decadence 
and Pechanga Wine Festival. Pechanga 
Resort and Casino, gold winner in 
Trailer Life’s 2015 Readers’ Choice 
Awards, will host hundreds of wine 
varieties, sweet and savory chocolate 

confections, gourmet food samples 
from acclaimed chefs and live music 
that includes pianist Sebastian Sidi. 

The two-day event features wines 
from local wineries and others from 
throughout California and the Pacifi c 
Northwest, as well as international 
favorites. A silent auction on items 
like cruises, rounds of golf and signed 
sports memorabilia will benefi t Habitat 
for Humanity Inland Valley. 

Pechanga’s Chocolate and Wine Decadence

The all-inclusive price for one- 
and two-day admission includes 
unlimited food and wine sampling, 
a souvenir wine glass and entertain-
ment. Designated-driver tickets are 
available for $30, which includes 
unlimited chocolate, confections, food 
and nonalcoholic drinks.

General admission tickets are $55, 
VIP tickets are $75 and $85 (depending 
on the day), two-day general admission 
tickets go for $100, and two-day VIP 
tickets are $140.

The on-site Pechanga RV Resort, 
a 10/10★/10-rated Good Sam Park, 
offers 168 full-hookup campsites. 
877- 711-2946, www.pechanga.com

Lippert Components, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card
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Reservations
520-868-3800

desertgardens@cgmailbox.com

 Simply said, “We sell better RV sites for less.” We have no small sites. 40’ x 50’ size start 
at $16,600.  Next largest, 55’ x 60’ start at $22,000. Our largest are 60’ x 70’ and start at 
only $25,000.  All have water, sewer, and electric. No other park can compare.  
 The dues are $87.50 per month and include everything except electric and individual 
lot maintenance and insurance.  We are a not-for-profit, member owned co-operative, and 
therefore offer no formal financing, but do have some deferred payment options. Closing 
costs are only $175. Call 520-450-2966 or email desertgardens@cgmailbox.com for sales 
information.    
 We’re located near Florence, AZ, and have 266 sites on 73 acres with all the amenities 
you’d expect at a price you can afford. There is still a great selection, but lots are selling fast. 
Visit www.desertgardensrvpark.com to see what we’re all about and what’s here for you.

NEWSWIRE

Lance 650 for Shortbeds
Lance Campers, which 
celebrated its 50th anni-
versary in 2015, launched 
an all-new model 650 truck 
camper aimed squarely at 
the single largest pickup 
segment: half-ton shortbed crew cabs. With a fl oor length 
of 6 feet 10 inches, the 650 is designed to fi t 5-foot or 
6-foot truck beds (specifi c length varies by truck manu-
facturer) with payload capacities that can accommodate 
the new camper. The 650 sleeps three and has a 22-gallon 
freshwater tank. Wet weight is claimed to be 1,842 pounds 
on the nonslide fl oorplan. 

Lance Sales Manager Gary Conley noted, “We payload-
matched this camper to a 2015 Ford F-150. We believe we 
now have the ultimate half-ton shortbed, hard-side truck 
camper.”

Marketing Director Bob Rogers added, “I’m fi red up to 
be able to market the 650 to a whole new audience of Lance 
prospects that already owns a half-ton truck.”

Base MSRP for the new 650 is $19,857.
 www.lancecamper.com/truck-campers/650

California’s 
Dog-Friendly Parks
DogTrekker.com has 
launched an alliance with 
Camp-California.com that 
could signifi cantly increase 
public awareness of the as-
sociation’s dog-friendly parks. DogTrekker.com is a guide 
to California’s favorite dog-friendly hikes, beaches, hotels 
and restaurants, and Camp-California.com is an organiza-
tion of RV park owners and operators. Camp-California.com 
Executive Director Debbie Sipe announced the partnership 
with DogTrekker.com’s Managing Partner Dave Kendrick. 

The mobile-friendly travel-planning website for dog 
lovers draws more than half a million visitors each year, 
and Sipe said more than 280 Camp-California.com member 
parks are now listed on DogTrekker.com. Kendrick told 
park operators in round-table meetings that dog-friendly 
travel has increased signifi cantly in California and across 
the country during the past decade, and that 40 percent of 
all American leisure travelers bring their pets. Kendrick 
pointed out that park operators can improve their appeal to 
dog owners by welcoming their dogs as part of the family. q

NEW TRUCK CAMPER RVING WITH PETS
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by Valerie Law
75 YEARS OF TRAILER LIFE 

Imagine a time before mobile phones, GPS navigation and satellite TV, or 
TV at all, for that matter. In July 1941, when the fi rst issue of this magazine 
— originally named Western Trailer Life — appeared on newsstands and 

in subscribers’ mailboxes, the big news in RV technology was vacuum brakes, 
spun-glass insulation, and butane gas for cooking and heating. Of course, in 
1941 the term “recreational vehicle” hadn’t been coined yet, much less “RV.” 
The preferred name was “trailer coach.”

In classic ’40s style, one of the 
writers sports a fedora in his portrait 
and another looks a bit like Walt 
Disney. A couple of young women in 
vintage bathing suits adorn a layout 
for a Southern California trailer park, 
and a column for “the more attractive 
sex” suggests that “seersucker suits 
and sports clothes are the answer to 
the trailer woman’s prayer.” 

The travel trailers featured in 

that fi rst issue — Airfl oat, Kozy 
Coach and Silver Dome, to name 
a few — are now the very defi nition 
of “retro.” Advertisements are 
similarly nostalgic with quaint catch-
phrases (a jack is “Simple, Safe and 
Satisfactory”) and old-school slogans 
(“Tomorrow’s Trailers Today!” pro-
claims one dealership). 

To mark the 75th anniversary 
of the magazine now known as Trailer 
Life, we’re devoting a page in each 
issue this year to the publication’s 
long history and the parallel evolution 
of recreational vehicles from tin-
can campers to contemporary travel 
trailers, fi fth-wheels, truck campers, 
toy haulers and motorhomes — the 
retro RVs of tomorrow. q

Filling the need for “a regularly 
issued publication devoted to trailer 
life and trailer travel,” the modest 
20-page debut issue promotes the 
simple pleasures and cultural signifi -
cance of what has evolved into the RV 
lifestyle. “The trailer coach mode of 
life is no longer a fad,” writes one of 
the initial contributors, “but well on 
the way to play as important a role in 
America … as the automobile.” The travel trailers featured in retro RVs of tomorrow. q

(Clockwise from far right) The July 1941 
cover features the magazine’s original 
name, Western Trailer Life, and seven 
swimsuit models — “A Septette of 
Pulchritude” — at Treasure Island 
Trailer Park. Two cover girls, Shirley 
Valentine and Claire Lombard, strike 
a friendly pose at the Laguna Beach, 
California, park. Original columnist 
and “dyed-in-the-wool trailerite” 
W.B. Kelly channels Humphrey 
Bogart. President Lincoln helps 
promote the ’41 Airfl oat Coach. 

RV Time Capsule
A yearlong tribute to Trailer Life’s 75 years in print
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S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T :  G O O D  S A M  C L U B

Havasu Balloon Festival and Fair
January 15 through 17
Lake Havasu City, Arizona

Taste of Southern California 
April 22 through 24
Golden Village Palms RV Resort
Hemet, California

North Carolina Campout
April 28 through May 1
Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park at Daddy Joe’s
Tabor City, North Carolina

Old Fashion Dirt Track Weekend
May 27 through 28
Perris Auto Speedway
Perris, California

Campout for Charity 2016
June 3 through 5
Iroquois County Fairgrounds
Crescent City, Illinois

Western Weekend — Above and Below
June 3 through 5
Grand Canyon Caverns
Peach Springs, Arizona

Good Sam Fun Weekend
June 10 through 13
The Villages at Turning Stone
Verona, New York

Jenny Brook Bluegrass Festival
June 23 through 26
Tunbridge World’s Fairgrounds
Tunbridge, Vermont

State/Provincial Rallies (Samborees)
Good Sam State/Provincial Rallies (also 
known as Samborees) give members a 
chance to camp together for a few days 
while sharing RV tips, enjoying activities and 
spreading the Good Samaritan spirit. 

 Find the full schedule of upcoming 
regional events and State/Provincial Rallies 
at www.goodsamclub.com/events.

North America’s only comprehensive printed directory 
of RV parks and campgrounds, the annual Good Sam RV 
Travel & Savings Guide is now available at all 115 Camping 
World locations and on www.campingworld.com. The 
2016 edition features detailed listings for 12,500 privately 
owned RV parks and public campgrounds, including 
2,100-plus Good Sam Parks that offer members a 10 percent nightly discount. 
Good Sam’s annually updated RV park ratings help travelers decide where to 
stay, and state and provincial maps lead them to their destinations. Members 
can purchase the 2016 edition for $6.95 (plus shipping and handling charges 
for online orders), a considerable discount off the $19.95 retail price. As an 
added perk, the guide’s Camping World coupons ante up $1,500 in savings.

Did you know that Good Sam’s parent company operates 15 RV shows across 
North America and members can save 50 percent on two adult tickets at 
each event? For a list of 2016 shows, visit www.gsevents.com. To receive 
the discount, show your membership card at the ticket offi ce. To receive the 
discount online, enter your Good Sam membership number.

M E M B E R  N E W S  |  B E N E F I T S  |  E V E N T S  |  P A R K S  |  S A V I N G S

50 YEARS OF FUN

Club Events

Half-Price Tickets to RV Shows 

RVERS OF THE YEAR
In online voting last fall, Good Sam members named Habitat for Humanity volunteers Bill and France Moriarty the 
club’s 2015 RVers of the Year. Get to know these civic-minded members at www.goodsamclub.com/rveroftheyear.

Since 1966, the Good Sam Club and Camping World 
have taken RVing families on the ride of their lives

Good Sam get-togethers at 
RV-friendly regional gatherings

Hot Off the Press

The Good Sam Club and 
Camping World debuted 

back when VW Beetles 
towed Winnebagos.  

For the Good Sam Club and Camping World, 1966 was the start of something 
big. Both of the now-iconic brands launched during that memorable year when 
hemlines made headlines and “Good Vibrations” topped the charts. Fast-forward 
half a century, and the two companies are now recognized as the world’s largest 
organization of RV members and America’s largest retailer of RVs and RV acces-
sories. Stay tuned throughout 2016 for golden-anniversary giveaways at Camping 
World and nostalgic looks at both companies’ early days in the pages of Trailer 
Life, MotorHome and the Good Sam RV Travel & Savings Guide.

discount online, enter your Good Sam membership number.

In online voting last fall, Good Sam members named Habitat for Humanity volunteers Bill and France Moriarty the 
club’s 2015 RVers of the Year. Get to know these civic-minded members at 
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RV RESOLUTIONS
TRAILER LIFE TO THE RESCUE

RV Resolutions is a forum for the settlement of confl icts 
between consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessory suppliers 
and service providers. After exhausting all other resources without success, 
please send a typed letter to Trailer Life RV Resolutions, 2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036. Include copies of appropriate bills and 
correspondence as well as a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

NEED HELP? »

No Place Like Home
After waiting months for a Texas 
dealership to fi x their new trailer’s 
faulty slideout, a couple of full-time 
RVers sought RV Resolutions’ help:

On February 28, 2015, we traded in 
our 2008 Forest River Cherokee for 
a 2015 Grand Design Refl ection at 
Holiday World in Katy, Texas. We had 
problems right away with one of the 
slideouts and towed the trailer back 
to the dealership. The manager said 
we had to leave it there for a week or 
two, so we made plans to stay with 
relatives. Week after week went by, 
but our calls either weren’t returned 
or we got excuses for the delay.

When we paid a visit to the 
dealership, they told us they had to 
order the entire slideout, fi xtures and 
trim, and that it would take six weeks. 
By that time, the slideout was working 
well enough that the dealer said 
we could take the trailer and return 

for repairs when the parts came in. 
Needless to say, no one from the 
dealership called, so in July we called 
them, only to fi nd out that the parts 
ordered in April had never come in. 

This trailer is our full-time home, 
and we should be enjoying our 
retirement by being able to travel.
Gene and Sandra Adamek
Edna, Texas

THE COMPANY RESPONDS
Complaints about RV-repair delays 
are among the most common topics 
addressed to RV Resolutions. After 
hearing from us about the Adameks’ 
lengthy wait for warranty work, Holiday 

World of Katy’s vice president of fi xed 
operations sent the following reply:

Thank you for letting us know of the 
frustrations Mr. and Mrs. Adamek 
have felt about their Refl ection 
travel trailer and especially with 
what appears to be a lack of com-
munication from our dealership. 
Mr. and Mrs. Adamek are staying 
at our campground right now, and 
we have been in contact with Grand 
Design to make sure we expedite the 
parts needed. All repairs should be 
completed by the end of this week.
J. Manuel Carlson
Holiday World of Katy, Katy, Texas q

It’s Raining, It’s Pouring
An Iowa couple reached out to RV Resolutions when water 
damage caused by a leaky slideout wasn’t repaired to their 
satisfaction on their new travel trailer:

We purchased a new 2014 KZ Spree Connect on May 
18, 2015, from J&J Camper Sales in East Moline, Illinois. 
It rained heavily the fi rst night we used it, and the next 
morning we stepped in water in front of the refrigerator. 
Upon further inspection, we found water-damaged wood in 
the trailer and mold on the carpet under the bench seat.

After consulting with KZ, J&J fi gured out the problem 
and agreed to do the warranty work. We were told that 
everything the water had touched would be replaced 
and that the needed parts had been ordered. When J&J 
fi nished the repair work, we went to pick up the trailer, 
only to fi nd that not everything that had water damage 
had been replaced. 

During the repairs, J&J’s service department had 
allowed us to inspect the trailer before they put it back 
together. After seeing how damaged the slideout fl oor was, 
it was obvious that this trailer had been defective from the 
start and the leak had gone undetected while it sat on the 
dealer’s lot. Yes, repairs were made under warranty, but 
we are very concerned about unseen damage that could 
potentially be there. We don’t want to be saddled with 

a lemon that could have 
problems for years to come. 
We feel that KZ should have 
provided a replacement 
trailer rather than fi x the 
damaged one. 

This is a brand-new RV with no previous owners, and 
it shouldn’t have the issues it does. The sad part is that we 
really fell in love with the trailer and had visions of many 
years of good times to come.
Wayne and Brenda Johnston, Camanche, Iowa

THE COMPANY RESPONDS
While manufacturers and dealers will typically repair 
defective RVs under warranty, it’s rare for them to 
replace them outright. RV Resolutions contacted KZRV 
to see if the manufacturer was willing do anything further 
for the Johnstons, and we heard back from the corporate 
vice president:

Pursuant to the receipt of your letter, our aftermarket 
service manager made contact with the consumer. An 
agreement was reached for the unit to be repaired at the 
factory. The consumer will contact KZRV at the end of the 
camping season to schedule the unit for repair.
Delbert L. Miller
KZRV, Shipshewana, Indiana
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Swaypro™ prevents sway •  Pre-adjusted hitch head • Backup without disconnecting 
Rotating latches • No noise • Sway prevention that works in any weather 

Blue Ox, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card
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Luxe Life
Augusta RV’s entry into the luxury fi fth-wheel market 
offers full-time living at a competitive price

D
eciding exactly what you want, or more importantly, what you really 
need in a fi fth-wheel designed for full-time use is perhaps the biggest 
hurdle to overcome when stepping up from a weekend RV or making the 
jump from your permanent home. Aside from fi nancial considerations, 

making sure that the trailer you’re considering is robust enough and properly 
equipped for daily use is perhaps most important, but you must also be careful 
not to buy more trailer than you really need. Budget notwithstanding, a larger, 
more expensive fi fth-wheel may require more tow vehicle than you’re comfortable 
with, and it can also mean a commitment to staying in more high-end resorts with 
more space and full hookups.

Most of the fi fth-wheels that strike 
that elusive balance are in the 40–foot 
range and land somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $100K to $125K. It’s 
a competitive market dominated by 
seasoned, well-respected brands, and 
a market that Augusta RV has chosen 
to play in with its beautifully styled (and 
aptly named) Luxe.

Looking at the specs, equipment 
and construction materials, it certainly 
seems like the Bristol, Indiana-based 
company is off to a running start. A 12-
inch I-beam chassis with a stackable 
2 x 2-inch box tube underneath forms 
the foundation, which is fi tted with A-list 
components like an Equalizer six-point 
hydraulic leveling system and MORryde 
pin box, independent suspension and 
disc brakes. Walk around the exterior, 
and you’ll fi nd more icons of long-
term durability, like Goodyear H-rated 

20  TRAILER LIFE  January 2016   

TL1601 test - Augusta Luxe.indd   11/12/15   9:23 AM   - 20 -    (Cyan)TL1601 test - Augusta Luxe.indd   11/12/15   9:23 AM   - 20 -    (Magenta)TL1601 test - Augusta Luxe.indd   11/12/15   9:23 AM   - 20 -    (Yellow)TL1601 test - Augusta Luxe.indd   11/12/15   9:23 AM   - 20 -    (BlacK)



article by Chris Hemer  photos by Scott Hirko

fi xtures — all the stuff full-time trailers 
are made of. But as we settled in on 
our test, we started to discover some of 
the areas where Augusta chose to save 
money to keep the Luxe competitive. 

The slideout mechanisms seemed 
adequate at best, looking and sound-
ing as though they were laboring to 
deploy the large opposing rooms in the 
living area — something the company 
has addressed as we go to press. And 
as we packed the interior with our 
belongings, we felt that the cabinet 
doors, while nicely fi nished and well fi t-
ting, felt a little light for a trailer in this 
class. We also noticed the furniture and 
overall design could use a little help. 
The rear couch and curbside recliners 
looked low-end to us, the freestanding 
dinette was painted, not stained, and the 
wonky-looking wood trim on the ceiling 
seemed out of place in a trailer that was 
otherwise sleek and modern.

No one could argue that comfort is 
the most important feature of any luxury 
fi fth-wheel, and the Luxe we tested 
fell short there in only a few areas. The 
rear couch in the test unit, while large, 
wasn’t very soft or supportive, and there 
is no storage space on either side on 
which to put your drink or phone. That 
seemed odd, especially considering the 
thoughtful placement of a USB charge 
port on the street side, as well as a 120-
volt AC outlet. 

The couch converts to a sleeping 

G114 tires, a Dometic power awning 
and full-body paint. Of course, as a 
factory-direct manufacturer, Augusta 
invites you to be part of the manufac-
turing process, which helps ensure 
that the trailer is built to the most im-
portant standard of all: yours.

The Augusta Luxe is available in 
fi ve semi-customizable fl oorplans 
ranging from 38 to 43 feet. We recently 
were given the opportunity to sample 
the Luxe LF-38RL, a traditional-style 
fl oorplan that should fi nd favor with 
a wide range of fi fth-wheel buyers. 
Finished in a black-and-gray paint 
scheme with gold trim that the com-
pany calls New Moon, the exterior is 
a welcome departure from the usual 
lighter tones and gives the trailer an 
air of elegance and mystery. Black 
dual-pane frameless windows con-
tribute to the effect.

Once inside, the anticipation 
grows, as your eyes roam past mul-
tiplex lighting panels, a residential 
LG stainless-steel refrigerator, solid-
surface countertops and residential 

An LG LED fl at-screen television is located directly across from the dual recliners and within
easy view of the rear sofa. An LG stainless-steel residential refrigerator and microwave, solid-
surface countertops and roomy kitchen island should satisfy the chef in the family.

space with a genuine folding bed inside, 
not a trifold arrangement. We found it 
reasonably comfortable for the intended 
purpose of unexpected guests but not 
something anyone is going to relish 
sleeping on for more than a night or two. 
The dual recliners in the curbside slide-
out were also fi rm and generally uncom-
fortable, with manual, cable-operated 
footrests that could barely support the 
weight of our legs. These would be ex-
pected in a $50,000 fi fth-wheel, but not 
in one costing more than twice as much.

The recliners are tied together by 
a center armrest that contains two 
conveniently placed cup holders and an 
elbow pad that opens to store remotes 
or snacks. The placement of the reclin-
ers is perfect for viewing the LG LED 
TV, which features a sound bar for a 
heightened audio experience. A cabinet 
on either side of the Greystone fi replace 
contains a shelf and pull-out drawers 
for movie storage, as well as a DVD 
player (right side) and outlets for ad-
ditional equipment (left side). Overhead 
cabinetry here, as well as above the 
couch, is available for storing blankets, 
pillows and other items suited for gen-
eral lounging purposes.

Another thing a full-timing fi fth-
wheel should have is a good kitchen, 
and on that front, the Luxe delivers. The 
residential LG refrigerator is cavernous 
and had more than enough room for our 
stuff. It also has a freezer underneath in 
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MORryde’s Pin Box System redefines the experience of towing a fifth 
wheel. Install one and forget about that harsh, jerky chucking action.  
Our Pin Box System provides:

 GREATLY REDUCED BACK-AND-FORTH CHUCKING
 JERK-FREE STARTS AND STOPS 
 SMOOTHER, MORE COMFORTABLE IN-CAB RIDE
 CUSHIONED SENSATION OVER UNEVEN ROAD CONDITIONS

* US Patent  #6,986,524

To make things even smoother 
for you, our Pin Box System is 
available for installation in the 
aftermarket and installs in an 
hour on most fifth wheels. For 
more details, visit our website 
at www.morryde.com
or call 574-293-1581. UP TO 3"

UP TO 1-1/2"

MORryde’s PIN BOX SYSTEM... 
SO SMOOTH YOU MAY FORGET YOU’RE TOWING

Above. Beyond. Always.

a separate drawer for an unexpectedly 
large amount of usable space. Moving 
forward on the street side, there’s a 
pantry with frosted-plastic doors, the 
lower one of which contains four large 
drawers. The upper cabinet is best 
for large, soft items (like paper towels 
and napkins), as it does not have any 
divider to stop items from moving dur-
ing travel. One thing it does have, which 
owners will appreciate, is a complete 
list of all the equipment on the trailer, 
who makes it, model number and serial 
number, which can come in very handy 
if something goes wrong on the road.

In the nerve center of the kitchen 
is a True Induction cooktop, with a 
genuine glass-tile backsplash and an 
LG residential stainless microwave 
above. In lieu of a standard oven, draw-
ers and cabinets are located directly 
underneath, and we liked that they are 
all soft-close — just give them a push, 
and they shut by themselves. The bot-
tommost cabinet contains two drawers 
(center and left), while the right contains 

a small trash can — something many 
manufacturers forget about.

The center island features a large 
stainless-steel sink that is offset toward 
the front of the kitchen, leaving lots of 
prep space to the right. A 120-volt AC 
outlet below on the side is well placed 
to plug in a blender, stand mixer or 
other small appliance. There’s also an 
integrated drawer dishwasher below 
and to the right, as well as a silverware 
drawer. The only thing we wished for in 
the kitchen was a little more storage for 
larger pots and pans, although it would 
be possible to store some of these in the 
large cabinet below the sink.

At the front of the kitchen to the left 
of the bedroom hallway is a small buffet 
with more storage, some shelf space for 
spices and a small LG television, which 
we thought was a cool detail considering 
the chef usually can’t watch the living 
room TV while cooking. On the other side 
of the hallway, near the entry door, is a 
wide, shallow cabinet that contains the 
slideout mechanisms, generator con-

trol (the test unit was generator-ready), 
water-heater switches, tank-level moni-
tors, etc., and below it, a cleverly placed 
fuse panel for easy access. Elsewhere 
in the cabinet, there is room for small 
items, but it’s not deep enough to hang 
clothes, for example. The multiplex panel 
next to the door is a nice touch, and the 

The bathroom is compact but elegant, with a 
vessel sink, glass back splash and plenty of 
storage for essentials.
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MORryde’s Pin Box System redefines the experience of towing a fifth 
wheel. Install one and forget about that harsh, jerky chucking action.  
Our Pin Box System provides:

 GREATLY REDUCED BACK-AND-FORTH CHUCKING
 JERK-FREE STARTS AND STOPS 
 SMOOTHER, MORE COMFORTABLE IN-CAB RIDE
 CUSHIONED SENSATION OVER UNEVEN ROAD CONDITIONS

* US Patent  #6,986,524

To make things even smoother 
for you, our Pin Box System is 
available for installation in the 
aftermarket and installs in an 
hour on most fifth wheels. For 
more details, visit our website 
at www.morryde.com
or call 574-293-1581. UP TO 3"

UP TO 1-1/2"

MORryde’s PIN BOX SYSTEM... 
SO SMOOTH YOU MAY FORGET YOU’RE TOWING

Above. Beyond. Always.

panels for the LED lighting throughout 
the trailer seem logically placed.

Up the stairs and to your right is the 
bathroom, which features some elegant 
touches that make a difference in the 
space. Perched atop the counter is a 
vessel sink that looks great (although it 
takes up most of the counter space) and 
is complemented by a stainless-steel 
residential fi xture and a one-piece glass 
backsplash for an added touch of class. 
Above the sink is a medicine cabinet 
with mirrors, and mirrored cabinets on 
either side. The spa-like shower also 
looks inviting with its clear glass door, 
granite-look shower enclosure and 
stainless-steel fi xtures. It’s not mark-
edly roomier than other showers we’ve 
sampled in this class, but it had plenty 
of room for our needs, and the overhead 
Fan-Tastic vent removed steam quickly. 

Across from the bathroom is a cabi-
net for a washer and dryer (again, our 
test unit was prepped for this option), 
and a large cabinet with adjustable 
shelves for clothes or folded towels. The 

AUGUSTA LUXE LF -38RL

only misstep in this area is that the door 
to the bedroom does not move with the 
opposing slide, so forgetting to close it 
before retracting the room could result 
in a broken door.

Inside the bedroom is a queen bed 
in a large slideout, which means there 
is room for nightstands on either side, 
although the one nearest the front closet 
is narrow. The one near the bathroom 
is large, has a power outlet above and 
plenty of storage inside. The bed is com-

WASHER/
DRYER PREP

REFRIGERATOR
ENTERTAINMENT 

CENTER

WARDROBE

NIGHTSTANDS

KITCHEN ISLAND

PANTRY

SLEEPER
SOFA

THEATER SEATING FREESTANDING 
TABLE AND CHAIRS

72" x 80" 
KING BED 

W/ STORAGE

fortable and has a multiplex switch above 
the rearmost nightstand, but it’s not 
really within easy reach. It would make 
more sense to put this panel underneath 
the overhead cabinetry so you can reach 
it without having to lean out of bed.  

Front and center is a fl at-panel TV 
at a perfect angle for watching your fa-
vorite show or movie from bed. There’s 
a shelf underneath on which to place a 
DVD or Blu-ray player, and beneath this 
is a large window that keeps the area 

MOR/Ryde, Circle 115 on Reader Service Card

CLO
SET

CABINET
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light and bright during the day. At night, 
we appreciated the MCD solar/blackout 
shades used throughout the trailer. At 
the front of the bedroom is a good size 
closet with shoe storage and a small 
chest of drawers on either side. Overall, 
the room is comfortable and roomy, but 
the exterior bathroom wall facing into 
the bedroom is stark white and looks 
unfi nished. It would be good to panel 
this or upholster it so it looks nicer.

One area where a lot of manufactur-
ers tend to cut corners is the exterior 
storage compartments and utility center 
— but full-timers know these are areas 
that can really make a difference when 
they’re done properly. So does Augusta. 
The large front storage compartment is 
nicely fi nished and well lit, and the test 

unit was equipped with optional MOR/
stor sliding trays that made it very easy 
to access our larger, heavier items. On 
the curb side, the 50-amp power cord is 
stored on a reel for easy access, and the 
utility center is well fi nished and nicely 
arranged with winterizing valves, black-
tank fl ush, freshwater connection and 
cable-operated dump valves.

We don’t envy any fi fth-wheel manu-
facturer when it comes to deciding what 
to include — and not include — to stay 
price-competitive. But the Augusta Luxe 
gets it right in the most critical areas, and 
with a few minor improvements, which 
could be driven by customer input (for 
example upgraded furniture for the living 
room), it could become a leader in the 
luxury full-time fi fth-wheel segment. q

AUGUSTA LUXE LF-38RL

Exterior Length 39' 7"

Exterior Width 8' 5"

Exterior Height (with A/C) 13' 6"

Interior Width 7' 8"

Interior Height 8' 3"

Construction 12-inch I-beam frame,
welded six-sided aluminum super-

structure, 16-inch on-center welded 
roof trusses, 3/8-inch plywood roofing, 

5/8-inch tongue-and-groove flooring, 
31/4-inch-thick high-gloss gelcoat hung 
walls, seamless one-piece rubber roof, 

heated and enclosed holding tanks

Freshwater Cap. 79 gal.

Gray-Water Cap. 80 gal.

Black-Water Cap. 40 gal.

LP-Gas Cap. 20 gal

Water-Heater Cap. 16 gal.

Refrigerator 21 cu-ft

Furnace 40,000 Btu

Air Conditioner (2) 15,000 Btu

Converter 75 amp 

Inverter 1,800 watt

Battery (2) 12-volt group 24

Tires 215/75R17.5 Load Range H

Suspension MORryde independent

Weight (water and propane 
full, no supplies) 18,360 lbs.

Hitch Weight 3,760 lbs.

Axle Weight 14,600 lbs.

GVWR 19,580 lbs.

GAWR (2) 8,000 lbs. 

Cargo Carrying Cap. 1,220 lbs.

MSRP, base $115,500

MSRP, as tested $120,949

Basic Warranty 1-year comprehensive, 
3-year structural, 5-year delamination

Augusta RV
844-848-0200, www.augusta-rv.com/luxe
Circle 135 on Reader Service Card

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

The forward closet is large and offers shoe storage and a chest of drawers on either side. 
It is good-sized and well-lit, but is not cedar-lined. Dual recliners and a table were two of the 
items we would elect to upgrade if it were our own trailer.

The rear couch is large and converts into a bed, but wasn’t very comfortable in the test unit. 
End tables on which to put drinks or phones would be a welcome addition. Greystone fi replace 
adds a homey feel to the area.
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When nobody knew who we were, you took a chance on us.
And many of you told your neighbors, your friends.

Together we showed the world that
American Manufacturing isn’t dead, that quality still matters.

THANK YOU.
From a tiny manufacturer, to silver, and this year: to gold.

When nobody knew who we were, you took a chance on us.

B&W Trailer Hitches, Circle 101 on Reader Service Card
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Hitch up for the ultimate RV road trip along the scenic and historic highway  
that stretches 1,387 miles through British Columbia, Yukon and Alaska

AMERICA’S
LAST FRONTIER

Less about the destination than the getting there, the Alaska Highway is 
the quintessential road trip. Travelers pass through towns and cities, 
but the real attraction is what there is between them. Years ago, I took 

a three-week vacation and drove my brand-new Class B motorhome as far as 
Haines Junction, Yukon, before running out of time. I vowed to return one day 
and do it right. In July 2015, my wife, Mara, and I set aside two months to do just 
that. We didn’t reserve anything in advance and didn’t plan our itinerary in detail, 
preferring to let events dictate what we did and when we did it.

STEWART-CASSIAR HIGHWAY
Arriving in Prince George, British 
Columbia, we find our path to the 
southern terminus of the 1,387-mile 
Alaska Highway impeded by forest 
fires. Luckily, there’s an alternative. By 
combining the east-west Yellowhead 
and north-south Stewart-Cassiar 
highways (Trans-Canada 16 and BC 37, 
respectively), we take a scenic detour 
around the problem. 

Prince George is British Columbia’s 

fourth largest city and a good place 
to get provisions and fuel. Heading 
out of town, civilization falls away 
quickly, and small villages alternate 
with mountains and pristine lakes. 
Provincial and city parks dot the 
route and are the way to go when 
backwoods campground ambience 
trumps amenities. In the village of 
Smithers, we bed down for the night 
at Riverside Municipal Campground 
and feed our electronics some 30-

amp juice for the road ahead.
Continuing north, we watch for 

the turnoff to BC 37A and the town of 
Stewart. Stewart is nothing special, 
but the 40-mile drive to it is. Our heads 
are on a swivel, with glaciers to the left 
and waterfalls to the right. Persistent 
rain prevents a detour to nearby Hyder,  
Alaska, where we had hoped to spot 
bears fishing for migrating salmon. 

Back on the Stewart-Cassiar 
Highway, at pristine Mehan Lake, 
we share lunch with a retired couple 
from Australia and a cyclist from 
New Zealand, as loons serenade 
in the background. 

Our next stop is Jade City’s Cassiar 
Mountain Jade Store, a family business 
selling its namesake product. The 
owners claim that more than 90 percent 
of the world’s jade is mined here.

article and photos by Peter Lewis
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ALASKA HIGHWAY
Prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
there was no overland link between the 
Lower 48 and Alaska, then a U.S. territory. 
That event changed everything, as a road 
was deemed a military necessity. With 
more than 10,000 U.S. soldiers and civilian 
workers tending to the task, the highway 
was completed in eight months and 12 
days, and was opened to the public in 1948. 

Dawson Creek, British Columbia 
(not to be confused with Dawson City, 
Yukon), is famous for hosting the start of 
the Alaska Highway. We take a photograph 
of the Mile 0 monument and stop at the 
town’s visitor center, housed in the Railway 
Station Museum, and the Alaska Highway 
House, which documents the highway’s 
construction. Walter Wright Pioneer 
Village, with buildings and artifacts mostly 
from the early 1900s, has a special virtue 
for RVers: the adjacent Mile 0 Campground 
is the best RV park in the area. 

The fi rst 400 miles of the Alaska 
Highway are relatively ho-hum, with 
heavy truck traffi c, power poles and 
average scenery. The cities of Fort St. 
John and Fort Nelson, although historic, 
are also ordinary.

Muncho Lake (mile 437), known for 
its deep blue color, is home to Muncho 
Lake Provincial Park and two of the nicest 
campgrounds anywhere, MacDonald and 
Strawberry Flats, with 30 dry sites, pit 
toilets and a water pump. The closest 
alternative is Northern Rockies Lodge. 

Next up is Liard River Hot Springs 
(mile 477). I’m not a hot-soak fanatic, 
but this one is fun. It’s a natural thermal 
springs with changing rooms, restrooms, 
in-pool benches and a gravel fl oor that’s 
easy on the feet. My wife claims I’m a 
better person now. 

As we travel north, a herd of bison, 
probably a hundred strong, trots alongside 
the road, a couple of young black bears 
munch on fl owers, and two young grizzlies 
feast on a moose.

Crossing the Yukon border, Watson 
Lake (mile 612) is one of the most-photo-

graphed towns along the Alaska Highway, 
but not for its dramatic scenery. It was 
made famous by a homesick American 
G.I. working on the highway who made 
a sign noting the mileage to his Illinois 
hometown. Others followed suit, and we 
now have the Signpost Forest, with more 
than 77,000 mementos nailed to any 
available spot. We spend the night 
at nearby Baby Nugget RV Park. 

In Teslin (mile 776, population 450), 
we stop at the Northern Wildlife Museum, 

(Top) A herd of bison, little ones in tow, heads 
south near Liard River Hot Springs in British 
Columbia. (Above) The closer you get to the 
Liard River’s thermal springs, the hotter 
the water. (Right) Tlingit Cultural Centre in 
Teslin, Yukon. (Left) Denali on a clear day.

MORE THAN HALF OF ALL U.S. PARKLAND IS FOUND IN 
ALASKA, YET THE STATE’S POPULATION HOVERS AROUND 
740,000, THE SIZE OF A LARGE CITY IN THE LOWER 48.
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theaters. We check out the Dawson 
City Museum and walk the streets in 
search of ice cream. 

A young Jack London lived here and 
built a cabin where he stayed in 1897, 
now a museum. No dilettante, London 
roamed the trails from town to the 
gold fi elds and made observations that 
helped shape his later life as a writer 
and adventurer. 

Driving to Dawson City comes at a 
price. The “paved” Klondike Highway 
has signifi cant stretches of rough 
gravel, and we get our fi rst exposure to 
real Alaska driving — rocks, potholes 
and stretches of washboard.

Rather than returning the way we 
came, we leave via the Top of the World 
Highway (Yukon 5), knowing we’ll 
drive the missed section of the Alaska 
Highway on the way home. A free ferry 
ride takes us across the Yukon River, 
a charming alternative to a bridge, but 
the charm is short-lived, as we count 
the hours (fi ve) needed to drive the 90 
miles of (mostly) gravel to the end. 

The road is pretty but lonely until 
we reach Chicken, Alaska. The story 
behind the name is reason enough 

to visit, however briefl y. It seems the 
original settlers back in the late 1800s 
wanted to name the new town after 
their favorite game bird, the ptarmigan. 
Unable to agree on the spelling, they 
decided to name the town for the bird it 
most tasted like. I buy a T-shirt, a good 
conversation starter. 

Chicken leads to Tok, where we 
use up our quarter collection at the 
car wash. If you don’t get the mud 
off now, you’ll need a chisel later. It’s 
also a good place to buy high-quality 
First Nations souvenirs. While I look at 
knives, the saleslady confesses to me 
that her husband married her for her 
knives, guns and chainsaw. Welcome 
to Alaska. 

We camp overnight in one of the 
best campgrounds of the trip, Tok RV 
Village, a top-rated Good Sam Park.

DELTA JUNCTION
With 9 miles to go to Delta Junction, 

(Below, from left) In Denali National Park, private vehicles are banned from all but 14 miles 
of the road, and tour buses like this one transport visitors farther into the park. Some places 
have their mansions, but Alaska has the log cabin; this one is near the village of Talkeetna, not 
far from Denali National Park. Tok RV Village provides more than 100 pull-through campsites.

the Tlingit Heritage Centre and 
the George Johnston Museum. 
The fi rst has outstanding local 
wildlife dioramas, and the last 
honors a Tlingit trapper, fur trader 
and photographer who brought a 
1928 Chevrolet to the then-roadless 
town by paddle-wheeler and built 
a 3-mile road to drive it on. 

With camping options limited, 
we drive to Whitehorse (mile 918) 
and stay at Caribou RV Park, a Good 
Sam Park with an ambience and 
amenities among the best on the 
trip. Whitehorse, the Yukon capital, is 
home to two-thirds of the territory’s 
population. While distinctly modern, 
the city has a number of attractions 
that visitors interested in history can 
appreciate, including the S.S. Klondike 
National Historic Site and the 
MacBride Museum of Yukon History. 

DAWSON CITY
Just north of Whitehorse, we take 
our fi rst detour. The 335-mile drive 
to Dawson City via the Klondike 
Highway (Yukon 2) justifi es a stop 
in the village of Carmacks. In 1896 
George Carmack looked in his gold 
pan and saw $5 worth of gold when 
10 cents was considered a fi nd, and 
the Klondike Gold Rush was on. 

Dawson City was at the center of 
it all and is now a national historic 
site. With a population of 30,000 at 
its peak, the town was a wild and 
lawless place. Now a popular visitor 
destination, it has a high concen-
tration of restaurants, bars and 
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FLXguard®
NEW FLXguard protects any type of awning!

LED lights
Light bright enough to read by!

Universal White LED
Replacement Strips
Provide clean white light!

Carefree new products:

Beauty & Quality Reimagined
Premium Vinyl Fabrics
Beauty, durability, and value!  10 year warranty!

Quality   •   Value Performance   •   Style

These fun, water resistant, energy 
saving LEDs are great for parties 
or just enjoying the evening out-
doors.  The 3M adhesive-backed, 
LEDs can be trimmed to � t and 
attached to your awning, the side 
of your coach or just about any-
where you want them. Choose 
from White or RGB Color.  White 
LEDs have adjustable brightness.  

The Color LEDs allow you to choose between 
white or 15 colors with an easy to use remote 
control.  They also feature � ash, fade and strobe 
functions!  Easy to install.

These heavier vinyl fabrics are dura-
ble, abrasion resistant, and are double 
stitched and double hemmed with long 
lasting Gore® Tenara® thread. Embedded 
antimicrobial protection eliminates con-
tamination.  Also available in proportion-

al window awning sizes to perfectly match your patio awning.  

FLXguard is a new, proprietary polymer 
developed by Carefree that rolls up 
with your awning to protect it from the 
elements.  FLXguard is flexible, light-
weight, robust and gives your fabric the 
same protection as more expensive, 

heavier metal wraps — at a fraction of the cost.

Charcoal

Chocolate

Indigo

Available in two intensities; 30 or 60 
lights per meter.  They come in 16’ rolls 
with a 26” lead for easy installation.  
Trim the strip to size, press them down, 
plug them in, and you can use them 
nearly anywhere on your coach!  Works 
with competitive brands.

Carefree of Colorado, Circle 104 on Reader Service Card
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we stock up on smoked elk sausage for 
nibbling and bison and yak for later at 
the Delta Meat and Sausage Company. 

Delta Junction (actual mile 1,387, 
historical mile 1,422) marks the 
offi cial end of the Alaska Highway. 
We get our picture taken at the end-
of-the-road monument and cross 
the street to the Sullivan Roadhouse, 
a relocated roadhouse that is now a 
wonderful museum. 

Visiting cities wasn’t high on our 
to-do list, but there’s a good reason 
to spend a few hours in Fairbanks, 96 
miles from Delta Junction. The highly 
recommended University of Alaska 
Museum of the North documents the 
state’s history from prehistoric times 
to the present.

En route to Denali National Park, 
the village of Nenana is home to the 
1917 St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 
with hand-hewn pews and an altar of 

moose hide decorated with beadwork, 
and the Alaska State Railroad Museum 
and Nenana Cultural Center, with 
artifacts and high-quality souvenirs.

DENALI NATIONAL PARK 
AND PRESERVE
Mount McKinley National Park was 
established in 1917 and renamed 
Denali National Park and Preserve 
in 1980. The 6-million-acre park is 
121 miles south of Fairbanks via the 
George Parks Highway (Alaska 3). At 
20,320 feet, Mount Denali (formerly 
McKinley) eludes 70 percent of the 
people who come here, as it is often 
shrouded in clouds. 

A single 92-mile road serves the 
park, but only 14 miles of it are open 
to private vehicles. To get beyond that, 
you need to take a bus or a bicycle. 
We peruse the options and choose 
the eight-hour-round-trip shuttle to 

(Above, from left) During the Klondike Gold Rush, Dawson City, Yukon, attracted people 
from all over the world, many unprepared for life in the far north; these structures, built on 
permafrost, are a testament to their inexperience. Watson Lake, Yukon’s Signpost Forest.

Only a few minutes’ drive from the Alaska Highway, northern British Columbia’s remarkably 
blue Muncho Lake has an eponymous provincial park with 30 dry campsites.

the Eielson Visitor Center. Winding 66 
miles into the park, the bus stops well 
short of Denali’s base but within photo-
graphic range. Riders are free to get off 
at any of several stops and catch a later 
bus. We see bears, moose, caribou and 
a lone wolf, and Denali honors us with 
her presence. 

Among the other tour options, 
an 11-hour shuttle to and from 
Wonder Lake takes visitors 84 miles 
into the park and much closer to 
Denali, and another tour replaces the 
bus driver with a trained naturalist. 
Local companies offer additional 
sightseeing excursions.

Three campgrounds within the park 
are open to RVs, with some campsites 
accommodating rigs up to 40 feet. 
Those with reserved sites at Teklanika 
River Campground, 29 miles inside 
the park, are allowed to drive beyond 
the 14-mile mark. Teklanika requires 
a minimum three-day stay, but its 
location provides a better opportunity 
to view wildlife up close, according to 
people who camped there. 

Private camping options near the 
entrance are marginal. After seeing all 
that pristine wilderness, the thought of 
being jammed together next to a gas 
station and convenience store doesn’t 
appeal, so we head 6 miles south to 
camp at family-owned Denali Grizzly 
Bear Resort on the Nenana River. q

Requisite RV-travel resources for 
northwestern Canada and Alaska 

Good Sam RV Travel & Savings Guide
2016 guidebook with RV-park listings 
and annually updated ratings
www.campingworld.com

The Milepost
Mile-by-mile trip guide to the highways 
of Alaska, British Columbia and Yukon
www.themilepost.com

Travel Alaska
Offi cial State of Alaska travel website 
and vacation planner
www.travelalaska.com

ALASKA ESSENTIALS

Part II: In February, Peter Lewis travels to 
Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula, Valdez, Wrangell–
St. Elias National Park and Skagway. 

30  TRAILER LIFE  January 2016

TL1601 Alaska Highway - Part 1.indd   11/12/15   9:38 AM   - 30 -    (Cyan)TL1601 Alaska Highway - Part 1.indd   11/12/15   9:38 AM   - 30 -    (Magenta)TL1601 Alaska Highway - Part 1.indd   11/12/15   9:38 AM   - 30 -    (Yellow)TL1601 Alaska Highway - Part 1.indd   11/12/15   9:38 AM   - 30 -    (BlacK)



American recreation powered by German engineering

INSTANT CONSTANT ENDLESS

EXPECT MORE !

For true hot water comfort – 
Go for the new Truma AquaGo™ 

For product information and events where  
you can experience the Truma AquaGo™ 
Hybrid Instant Water Heater visit www.truma.net

• Most powerful and e�cient instant water heater
• Hybrid technology with constant temperature – no scalding
• Endless hot water regardless of flow rate
• All-season use with optional Anti-freeze function

TRU-165 AquaGoAd_TL MH BuyersGuide_01.indd   1 10/27/15   2:58 PM

AquaGo by Truma Corp, Circle 131 on Reader Service Card
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Made in Elkhart County, IN   |   weekendwarriortoyhauler.com   |   info@theRVfactory.com   |   844-284-6678
Prices and specifications subject to change without notice.

built by

$76,800
Toyhauler 5th Wheels starting at

The Iconic Brand 
is Back and Better 

Than Ever!

Vacuum laminated foam insulated welded cage  ▪
construction:
Roof: Radius w/aluminum welded structure ▪
Sidewalls: High gloss fiberglass w/aluminum  ▪
structure
Floor: High strength steel with plywood decking ▪

Frameless tinted windows ▪
Molded one piece fiberglass front cap ▪
Fully automatic hydraulic leveling system ▪
Electric awning ▪
LED lights throughout ▪
Tool box in Beaver Tail ▪
Outside speaker system ▪
Build it your way - ask about customization ▪

Standard High-end Components

844-284-6678
Prices and specifications subject to change without notice.

Build it your way - ask about customization

Floor: High strength steel with plywood decking

Fully automatic hydraulic leveling system

Build it your way - ask about customization

Fully automatic hydraulic leveling system

Build it your way - ask about customization

National Factory Service Network
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Warriior RV, Circle 124 on Reader Service Card
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SMOOTH 
OPERATORS

s RVers, much of our time is spent on the road en route to the next 
campground. That’s why riding comfort should be at the top of our lists. 
Nobody likes to feel every highway irregularity, and these sensations 

are often heightened when towing a fi fth-wheel trailer. After a long day spent 
with chattering teeth and a jerky ride, it’s diffi cult to enjoy the sights. And we 
haven’t even mentioned the additional stress a poorly damped combo can have 
on the truck and trailer, as the bouncing and jarring can take a serious toll on 
components and even cause serious damage over time.
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trailer (think shocks and springs on 
a suspension), and can ultimately 
reduce wear and tear and improve 
occupant comfort.

The box confi guration is designed 
to squeeze the most strength from 
the fl attened steel by increasing the 
surface area, and it is also conducive 
to hosting a variety of add-ons and 
mounting options. The box design 
allows manufacturers to change the 
mounting location via an extension, 
for example, that prevents the front 
of the fi fth-wheel from crashing into 
the cab when towing with a shortbed 
truck and making sharp turns. It also 
allows for some additional damping 
measures — including air bags, shock 
absorbers and cushions — all of which 
can help smooth out the bumps and 
make for a much more civilized ride.

Whatever the method used by the 
manufacturer, the following aftermar-
ket pin boxes can each be installed 
in an afternoon, even by average 
shade-tree mechanics. 

To avoid potentially costly and 
unpleasant towing experiences, not 
only do you need a properly rated and 
equipped tow vehicle, but attention 
should also be paid to the connection 
between the truck and trailer: the 
kingpin and hitch.

The fi rst inclination may be to 
replace the fi fth-wheel hitch with one 
that is designed to improve the ride, 
but attending to the pin box can be a 
good alternative solution. The main 

function of a pin box is to hold and 
fi x the kingpin at a specifi c location 
and angle in relation to the front of 
the fi fth-wheel. But the undamped 
ride of the connected combo can be 
quite harsh due to road conditions. 
In fact, the majority of ride-quality 
issues associated with fi fth-wheels 
are caused by uneven road surfaces, 
which put unnecessary stress on the 
connection and transfer unwanted 
movement (bouncing, chucking, 
etc.) to the trailer. This bounciness 
produces a jerky ride that can cause 
undue wear to the chassis of the 
vehicle. A good pin box helps absorb 
the seesaw action between truck and 

The pin box attaches to the front of the fi fth-wheel. Beyond providing a place for 
the kingpin, it allows for some interesting options in terms of reach, pin placement, 
cushions, tilt plates, shock absorbers and air bags.

Aftermarket fi fth-wheel pin boxes can improve ride and handling, 
and fi x clearance problems when towing with shortbed trucks
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Air Hitch Technology
The AirSafe King Air is a rugged, lightweight pin box that smooths out the ride 
using air. By placing four commercial-grade Firestone air springs between the 
hitch and the pin box, the result is a much-improved ride with less surging, 
bucking and chucking. And, because the air bags are placed directly over the 
fi fth-wheel hitch, the AirSafe does not cause the forward-and-back motion 
sometimes associated with a hinged pin-box design, according to the manufac-
turer. Pin weight capacity is 4,000 pounds, and the AirSafe can be used on fi fth-
wheels with up to a 21,000-pound gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR). The four air 
bags can be fi lled at one central location and can be adjusted based on the level 
of damping needed.
MSRP: $1,159

 866-414-4824, www.airsafehitch.com/5th-wheel/pinbox

Demco
Demco’s Glide Ride pin boxes absorb the uncomfortable bumps and jolts of 
towing through a gravity-based, self-centering linkage system. The linkage 
allows parallel movement but then utilizes gravity to bring the kingpin back to 
its original, centered position. The company says the Glide Ride is maintenance-
free, doesn’t affect braking or steering and is available in multiple fi ts for an 
easy bolt-on application. Rated at 21,000 pounds.
MSRP: $939

 800-543-3626, www.demco-products.com/rv-towing-products/glide-ride

SMOOTH OPERATORS
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SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.875.1540    |    CampingWorld.com CA
04

48
43

Wherever your RV takes you, the Pathway X1 Portable Satellite Antenna and DISH Pay-As-You-Go  
programming allow you to enjoy hundreds of channels and your favorite TV programs. 

With DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming*:
•  Pay only for the months you use
•  Only DISH lets you watch your favorite shows in HD
• No charge to start or stop monthly service
•  Programming for as little as $49.99 per month!

DISH ViP 211z Satellite Television 
Receiver #73912  
Club SALE $74.97 Reg. $109.99

Hurry, offer expires January 3, 2016. Call Camping World at 1.888.875.1540 to activate your DISH programming!

* Important Terms and Conditions: Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality 
and o�ers subject to change without notice. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service 
disconnection within 24 hours. O�er subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional 
restrictions may apply. 

DISH ViP 211z Satellite Television 
Receiver #73912 

Wherever your RV takes you, the Pathway X1 Portable Satellite Antenna and DISH Pay-As-You-Go  

GREAT TV ON THE ROAD… 
    WHENEVER & WHEREVER YOU WANT!

CLUB  
MEMBERS

Save 
  

$35

DISH Network, Circle 133 on Reader Service Card
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Lippert Components
The Trailair Air Ride acts as a buffer between the 
tow vehicle and the trailer by employing two damping 
measures: an air bag and an oil shock. It features a unique 
scissor action that allows the air bag to absorb road shock 
and vibration, while the gas shock damps any pushback or 
bounce. The Air Ride can be retrofi tted to most pin boxes 
on the market; it is offered in a multifi t design that can be 
matched based on style and size.
MSRP: starts at $1,099

The heavy-duty pivoting head on the Trailair Rota-Flex
controls the vertical tug-of-war between the tow vehicle 
and trailer, known as chucking. The durable rubberized 
torsion compound absorbs motion and vibration caused by 
road shock. Lippert says the Rota-Flex reduces vibration 
more than twice as much as the competition. 
MSRP: starts at $625.55

The new Flex Air features a Rota-Flex pivoting head to 
signifi cantly reduce fore-to-aft movement and minimize 
chucking. The pin box utilizes an air bag as a buffer 
between the tow vehicle and fi fth-wheel to absorb road 
shock and vibrations. Its integrated oil shock absorber is 
designed to damp kickback and control chucking. The Flex 
Air also features a pivoting head in its lower jaw that uses 
a rubberized compound to provide an additional buffer to 
help protect the fi fth-wheel from jarring motion.
MSRP: $1,299

 574-537-8900, www.lci1.com/air-ride-pin-boxes,
www.lci1.com/rota-fl ex, www.lci1.com/fl ex-air-pin-box

MORryde
The MORryde Rubber Pin Box utilizes a unique rubber 
shear spring to minimize road shock. The rubber 
spring acts as a cushion and works in a horizontal 
planar motion (longitudinal and lateral) to effec-
tively diminish the transfer of forces from the fi fth-
wheel to the truck. The MORryde pin-box system 
can be installed on most fi fth-wheels. Installation is 
bolt-on and typically takes about an hour, according 
to MORryde. The company also says that, with no 
air-fi lled springs to leak or shock absorbers to 
replace, the unit will have a long life. 
MSRP: $849.99

 574-293-1581
www.morryde.com/products/101-rubber-pin-box

SMOOTH OPERATORS
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* For first time buyers. This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Plan Description carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations. Names changed for privacy.  GTA44665 - 1015

Travel with 
CONFIDENCE 

on your next trip.
Good Sam TravelAssist goes above 
and beyond medical and travel 
insurance with:
•   Emergency medical evacuation, vehicle 

return and more

•  24/7 protection anywhere in the world

•   Coverage on land, air or sea—whether 
you travel by RV, car, train, plane or ship

HOLIDAY TRAVEL  
SEASON SPECIAL!

$7999$5999*

FOR 1 YEAR

Join Now! Hurry, offer expires 12/31/15

CLICK GoodSamTravelAssist.comCALL 1-866-514-9046

GTA44665 Jan MH/TL ad.indd   1 10/15/15   3:22 PM
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Pop Up
For RVers looking for additional clearance to 
avoid cab-to-trailer collisions (such as when 
towing with a shortbed), Pop Up offers the 
RV5 Extended Kingpin. The RV5 bolts on to 
the fi fth-wheel’s existing kingpin to add 10 
inches of clearance. The RV5 is precision laser-cut from half-inch steel plate. The 
extension is rated for 6,000 pounds hitch weight and 24,000 pounds trailer GVWR. 
MSRP: $350

 800-837-8578, www.popuphitch.com/products/rv/kingpins/rv5-extended-kingpin

Reese
The Reese Sidewinder is designed spe-
cifi cally for shortbed pickups, but when 
used with full-size beds can improve 
turning radius. The kingpin locking 
mechanism moves the pivot position 22 
inches behind the pin box’s attachment 
point, allowing the Sidewinder to handle 
up to a 90-degree turn in many cases. By moving the pivot rearward while keeping 
the load centered over the axles, the trailer tracks more closely to the truck. The 
pivoting pin box makes hookup possible at most angles. And since the towing 
position of the pin-box arm is locked in line with the truck, truck owners can make 
full use of the bed, allowing extra storage space for fuel tanks, toolboxes and 
cargo. Weight ratings go up to 19,000 pounds. 
MSRP: $1,329.39

The 5th Airborne features a lightweight 
one-piece body to help improve ride comfort 
and reduce driver fatigue. The air bag is 
located at the top of the pin box, making 
on-the-fl y adjustments easier. An air line 
comes standard for easy fi lling. Reese says 
the 5th Airborne reduces chucking by 60 percent and vertical shock by 
44 percent. The pin box is available for weight ratings up to 21,000 pounds. 
MSRP: $985.31

The 5th Airborne Sidewinder provides all the 
benefi ts of the Sidewinder and 5th Airborne, 
combining the maneuverability of the former 
and the damping of the latter. Its durable, 
long-lasting design affords RVers up to 
90-degree turns on most applications. Like all 
Reese pin boxes, the 5th Airborne Sidewinder 
is backed by a limited lifetime warranty. 
Weight rating is set at 16,000 pounds. 
MSRP: $2,249.49

 800-632-3290, www.reeseprod.com q
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• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 25 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• 600 Stores Nationwide
• HarborFreight.com    800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy
• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES
HARBOR FREIGHT

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot 
be used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside 
Track Club membership, extended service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking 
lot sale item, compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills,  storage cabinets, chests or carts, 
trenchers, welders, Admiral, CoverPro, Daytona, Diablo, Franklin, Hercules, Holt, 
Jupiter, Predator,  Stik-Tek, StormCat, Union, Vanguard, Viking.  Not valid on prior 
purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented.  Valid through 4/15/16.

SUPER COUPON

ANY SINGLE ITEM

20%
OFF

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our 
stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

FREE
How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?
We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide.

WITH ANY PURCHASE

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON

Customer Rating

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
LOT 69249/69115/69137

69129/69121/877 shown

comp at $9.38  
 $399 

SAVE 
57%

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

$14999  $17999 17999 
comp at $499

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT   61454/61693/62803/69091/67847 shown

SAVE
$349

Customer Rating
Customer Rating

 $5999 
comp at $119 .99 

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK 

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 
Most Vehicles

• Weighs 32 lbs. SAVE 
$60

 LOT  69252
68053/62160
62496/62516

60569 shown

WOW SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

$31999  $36999 36999 
comp at $952.99

LOT 61609/67831 shown

26",  16 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET  

• 1060 lb. Capacity
• 14,600 cu. in. 

of storage

SAVE
$633

Customer Rating

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SAVE
56%

$649  $799 $7$ 99 

POWDER-FREE NITRILE GLOVES 
PACK OF 100

YOUR CHOICE

• 5 mil thicknessCustomer Rating

SIZE LOT 

MED 68496/61363

LG 68497/61360

X-LG 68498/61359

Item 
68498 
shown

comp at 
$14.97

Customer Rating

4-1/4" grinding 
wheel included.

 $2999 

 ELECTRIC CHAIN SAW 
SHARPENER 

comp at $49 .99 

SAVE 
40%

LOT   61613 
68221 shown

Customer Rating

SAVE 
39%

TWO TIER 
COLLAPSIBLE 
EASY-STORE 

STEP LADDER

comp at 
$32 .99  $1999 

LOT  67514 

• 225 lb. Capacity

 1500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE 

HEAT GUN 
(572°/1112°) 

 $899 
comp at $29 .97 

SAVE 
70%

LOT 62340
62546 

96289 shown
Customer Rating

Customer Rating

2500 LB. 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH WIRELESS 
REMOTE CONTROL

comp at $259.99
 $5999 LOT 61258  shown

61840 /61297/68146

SAVE 
$200

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/15/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

60 LED SOLAR SECURITY LIGHT

LOT 62534/69643 shown

Includes 6V, 
900 mAh NiCd 
battery pack.

$3030

 $3999 $3999 
comp at 

$69.99

SAVE
56% Customer Rating

2 TON FOLDABLE 
SHOP CRANE

 $17999 
comp at $299 .99 

LOT  60388 
69514 shown

• Includes Ram, 
Hook and Chain

SAVE 
$120

Customer Rating 900 PEAK/
700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE
 GAS RECREATIONAL 

GENERATOR
LOT   60338

69381 shown

 $9999 comp at 
$168.97

SAVE 
$68

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 

SET LOT 61313/62583
47770/62728
62570 shown

VALUE
 $499 
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We keep our one-ton diesel truck and 36-foot fifth-wheel trailer in top 
shape by inspecting key components on a regular basis. We check the 
kingpin assembly a few times a year, ensuring that the bolts are tight 

and the welds are good. We also verify that there is no play in the kingpin base by 
grabbing it with both hands and twisting sideways.

On a recent check, we found the kingpin base felt a little sloppy and the 
assembly plates were warped away from the Demco Glide Ride pin box. Both the 
pin assemblies and the links inside the pin box needed to be replaced to make sure 
the connection between the truck and trailer was as rigid as possible. We had towed 
our trailer more than 40,000 miles in the course of seven years of ownership, so this 
kind of wear came as no surprise.

The replacement of the pin assemblies and links is an easy half-hour job that requires 
an extra set of hands for a few minutes to remove the kingpin base from the pin box.

article and photos by Emily and Mark Fagan

Replacing a worn kingpin assembly strengthens the truck-and-fifth-wheel 
connection and improves towing stability 

(1) First, loosen the serrated flange bolts that hold the kingpin base onto the pin box. There is 
one bolt on each side of the pin box. We couldn’t break the bolts loose with a regular ratchet 
and were concerned that using an extension handle would risk breaking the ratchet and/or the 
socket. Instead, we used a long-levered breaker bar with a hardened-steel six-sided ¾-inch 
impact socket. A long-handled torque wrench would also work. Don’t use a 12-point socket,  
as this might strip or break the socket.
(2 and 3) Once the two bolts are removed, the kingpin base is still held in place by the pin 
plate assemblies on the sides of the pin box. To remove the kingpin base from the pin box, 
one person must hang onto the kingpin with two hands to get a solid grip on it, while the other 
unscrews both pin assemblies and slides them out. 

1

2

3
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FIND OUT WHY MANY 
EXPERTS CONSIDER RV 
ARMOR THE ULTIMATE  
RV ROOFING SOLUTION
www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR  
(855-782-7667)

RV ARMOR is the “Direct 
Bond” new RV roof system with 
a manufactured, custom fit

Bonds directly over:
  • rubber   • metal
  • fiberglass  • wood decking

RV ARMOR is a Federally Registered Trademark 
of RV Armor, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

NEVER GET  
ON YOUR  
ROOF AGAIN!

RV ARMOR is lightweight: Seamless,  
and maintenance free

RV ARMOR is convenient: Don’t 
Move! We’ll come to you and install 
your new roof. Two-day process with 
nationwide service.

RV ARMOR is permanent: Lifetime 
material and labor warranty. Tracked 
by the VIN #

RV ARMOR is affordable: Less 
expensive than a traditional roof 
replacement

(4) It may be necessary to use a screwdriver to pry the pin-assembly plates from the pin box 
before they can be removed.
(5) After removing the kingpin base from the pin box, place it on the ground or the tailgate of 
the truck and slide the links off the posts. There are two links on each side of the kingpin base, 
and they pull straight out. Then slide the new links in place.

(6) The original bushings in the links were worn, which caused play in the pin assembly plate.
(7) Inspect the interior of the kingpin box for signs of wear. Verify that the rubber bumpers 
look OK, and that the welds are solid and there are no cracks. Then reattach the kingpin 
base to the pin box by having one person hold the kingpin base while the other aligns the pin 
assemblies with the pin-box holes and slides them in.

(8) In our case, the new pin assemblies were much more rugged than the original ones. 
Each new pin assembly plate was about 1/8-inch thicker than the old one, requiring a longer 
serrated flange bolt to be used to bolt it to the pin box. These longer bolts did not come with 
the replacement pin-assembly kit. We purchased grade 8 bolts of the correct length and 
matching pitch. Once both pin assemblies are in place, snug up the serrated flange bolts  
using a ratchet. Use a torque wrench to tighten them to 85 ft-lbs.
(9) After we replaced the pin assemblies and links, there was no slop or play when we twisted 
the kingpin base. We also found the difference while towing was very noticeable. Now the 
connection between the truck and trailer is rock solid. q
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SPLENDOR
IN THE SANDS
Off the beaten path in southern New Mexico, the 
alabaster slopes of the world’s largest gypsum dune 
fi eld crown a beautiful and surreal landscape

article by Al Swanson
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I’ve always had a yen to go to White Sands National 
Monument, but during our travels, it has invariably been 
too many miles off our driving route. Finally, we were 
traveling east from Arizona and had a few days before we 

had to be at our destination in southern New Mexico. It was 
a perfect time for a stop at White Sands.

We stayed in the charming city of Las Cruces, and 
during our visit artists literally took to the closed-off streets 
to compete in a chalk-drawing competition. The resulting 
images were artistically done and extremely beautiful. Many 
local artists and merchants took part in the ongoing street 
fair, and shops displayed locally produced merchandise. 

A side trip took us to nearby El Paso, Texas, where we 
drove the back roads and passed through acres and acres of 
pecan trees. The region is also known for wine production, 
and we stopped in at one winery for a taste test.

But the main reason we came was to visit White Sands. 
To understand why this national monument is so remarkable, 
we need to review a bit of geology. To begin with, the White 
Sands in its name is not sand at all but powdered gypsum 
that over the centuries has drifted from the surrounding 
mountains into tall dunes. Gypsum is an evaporate mineral, 

meaning that it forms almost exclusively when dissolved ions 
become concentrated due to the evaporation of water.

In fact, White Sands is the largest gypsum dune fi eld in 
the world. I have traveled throughout the Southwest and seen 
desert sand in many forms, but the pure-white coloration 
we saw at White Sands is simply breathtaking. Because it 
is gypsum, it feels more like talcum powder than sand and 
retains its coolness, even in the heat of desert summers. 

While several early attempts were made to bring this area 
into the national park system, it wasn’t until 1934 that White 
Sands actually opened, following a declaration by President 
Hoover. Facilities at the 143,000-acre monument were 
completed by the Works Projects Administration in 1938, 
and some are still in use today. 

The monument resides at the northern end of the 
Chihuahuan Desert at the edge of the White Sands Missile 
Range, which earned its reputation before, during and 
after World War II as a testing location for the fi rst nuclear 
weapons. The Trinity Site where the fi rst atomic blast was 
done is in the north end of the missile range. Missile-
borne armaments are still tested here, and portions of the 
monument are occasionally closed during testing. Adjacent mountains into tall dunes. Gypsum is an evaporate mineral, monument are occasionally closed during testing. Adjacent monument are occasionally closed during testing. Adjacent monument are occasionally closed during testing. Adjacent 

In the heart of New Mexico’s Tularosa 
Basin stretch 275 square miles of wavelike 
dunes of gypsum sand spotted with desert 
fl ora. Visitors drive through the dunes 
(right), and children play at sunset (far right).

FUN FACT: NUMEROUS INSECTS, ONE POCKET MOUSE AND 
THREE SPECIES OF LIZARDS, INCLUDING THE BLEACHED 
EARLESS LIZARD, HAVE EVOLVED A PEARLY COLORATION 
FOR CAMOUFLAGE IN WHITE SANDS’ GYPSUM DUNES.

THREE SPECIES OF LIZARDS, INCLUDING THE BLEACHED 
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SPLENDOR IN THE SANDS

to the monument is Holloman Air Force 
Base, and a few miles farther down the 
road is the city of Alamogordo. 

It takes about 45 minutes to drive 
from Las Cruces to the visitor center 
at White Sands. We left Las Cruces 
and crossed over the San Andres 
Mountains into the peaceful and serene 
valley that contains the monument. It 
is estimated that the dunes have been 
there for between 7,000 and 10,000 
years. As we drove across the desert, 
it was diffi cult to imagine how early 

civilizations survived throughout history. 
Mescalero Apaches occupied this region 
and continue to do so today. Hispanic 
pioneers began farming and ranching 
in the area in the 1860s, but the severe 
drought and Great Depression of 
the 1930s pretty much put an end to 
expanded settlement. In the 1940s, a 
large portion of this area was set aside 
for defense purposes.

As we turned into the visitor center, 
the stark, bright whiteness of the 
“sand” was striking. Unlike the tan 

(Top) Miles of wide-open sand invite visitors 
to enjoy the views at White Sands National 
Monument. (Above middle) A group of 
curious onlookers enjoys a ranger-led 
tour. (Above) Nearby Las Cruces offers 
plenty of things to do, including Avenue Art 
New Mexico, a daylong festival where the 
downtown streets become artists’ canvases.

and brownish sand in other parts of 
the Southwest, these gypsum grains 
maintain their color throughout the 
seasons. The visitor center, housed in 
a Spanish pueblo-adobe building con-
structed in the 1930s, offers not only 
a good orientation about the region’s 
geologic history but also an outline of 
how the park is laid out and the areas 
that are accessible to the public. 

Park roads are limited, but they do 
take you to the various topographies of 
the dunes. At fi rst, you will encounter 
small dunes and parabolic dunes 
(where strong winds have eroded a 
section of vegetated sand), while at 
the end of the drive you will see larger 
dunes with more prominent faces and 
sides. The drifting sand acts like drifting 
snow, and snow-removal equipment is 
used to keep the roads open.

The 8-mile Dunes Drive, which H
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82

54
70

White 
Sands 
National 
Monument

Alamogordo •

• Las Cruces

82 miles to 
El Paso

N E W  M E X I C ON E W  M E X I C ON E W  M E X I C ON E W  M E X I C ON E W  M E X I C O

BLUE SKIES, WHITE SANDS
Average daytime temperatures in White Sands 
National Park run from 60 degrees Fahrenheit in 
winter to 75 degrees in spring to 80 degrees in 
fall. Summer temperatures average a toasty 95 
degrees, with some days soaring to 110 degrees.

starts at the visitor center, has its fi rst 
stop at Playa Trail. This short hike takes 
you into some of the frontal areas of 
the dunes. On this and other trails, 
various forms of cacti and yucca plants 
can be viewed. The elevated Interdune 
Boardwalk, 4½ miles from the visitor 
center, crosses over the sand and 
reveals plants and sand structures. 

At almost every turn, a different set 
of sand structures begs to be explored, 
and several pull-offs lead to dunes 
to climb. It was quite an experience 
to hike to the top and look out upon a 
sea of gypsum sand that appears to be 
never-ending. We were fortunate that 
we chose a day where the wind was not 
high, but I can imagine what it would be 
like on gusty days. 

At the end of the drive is a loop 

called Heart of the Sands with an am-
phitheater and an unusual picnic area. 
Each table has a curved roof that is 
positioned close to the ground to ward 
off airborne sand in high winds. 

Photographers will appreciate the 
wonderful shapes and forms that the 
gypsum takes, but dealing with the 
stark-white background does provide 
a challenge. Like taking photographs 
in snow, the effects of the bright-

white backgrounds, with the shadows 
and ripples in the sand, create some 
appealing results. Contrasting colors 
presented by the rocks and vegetation 
provide more photographic material. 
But in the end, the most awe-inspiring 
feature of this rare landscape is the 
vastness and changing nature of the 
white desert.

White Sands National Monument, 575-479-6124, www.nps.gov/whsa 
Missile tests are still conducted at the adjacent White Sands Missile Range, occasionally closing areas of the 
monument; check the the White Sands National Park website or call before you go. 
The National Park Service offers moonlight bicycle rides across the dunes several times a year in spring and 
fall, with advance registration (www.nps.gov/whsa/planyourvisit/bicycling.htm). 

KNOW 
BEFORE 

YOU GO
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We took our time, stopping frequently to climb the dunes 
and revel in the natural beauty. After enjoying a picnic, we left 
the monument and took a 15-mile drive east to Alamogordo. 
One point of interest is the New Mexico Museum of Space 
History, a recommended stop. We were pleasantly surprised 
to view a history of the U.S. missile and space program, and 
review biographies of many of the principals responsible 
for various achievements in these fi elds. In addition to the 
exceptional museum, static displays of missiles and hard-
ware can be seen on the grounds. Detailed explanations 

of the components helped 
in understanding how the 
missiles operate.

White Sands is a place of 
mystery and beauty. It is a living 
desert where more permanent 
features such as fl ora and 
rocks mix with the shifting 
white sands to create different 
moods at every turn. While 
we had seen images of White 
Sands in the past, nothing 
prepared us for the stark 
beauty of the bright gypsum 
and rolling dunes. It is one of 
the wonders of the world. q

SPLENDOR IN THE SANDS

Alamogordo 
Chamber of Commerce
800-826-0294
www.alamogordo.com

New Mexico Museum 
of Space History
575-437-2840
www.nmspacemuseum.org

Visit Las Cruces
575-541-2444
www.lascrucescvb.org

FOR MORE 
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RV accommodations in 
southern New Mexico are 
many, depending on where 
you want to stay and which 
attractions you want to see. 
We stayed in Las Cruces 
because we had never 
seen that city and wanted 
to explore its culture and historic sites. From among the three 
Good Sam Parks in Las Cruces, we elected to stay at Hacienda 
RV and Rally Resort, which had all the amenities we needed. 
Hacienda is near the center of town and allowed easy access to 
major highways. We wanted to explore southern New Mexico 
down to El Paso, Texas, as well as take a trip to White Sands, 
and this location seemed to serve those needs best. 

Traveling farther east, there are also a couple of Good Sam 
Parks in Alamogordo, which is much closer to White Sands 
National Monument.

ALAMOGORDO 
Boot Hill RV Resort, 575-439-6224, www.boothillrv.com
White Sands Community, 575-437-8388, www.westernm.com

LAS CRUCES
Hacienda RV and Rally Resort, 888-686-9090, www.haciendarv.com
Siesta RV Park, 800-414-6816, www.siestarvpark.com
Sunny Acres RV Park, 877-800-1716, www.sunnyacresrv.com

Hacienda RV and Rally Resort

WHERE TO HANG YOUR HAT
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* Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in 
CA, OH, TX, TN, GA or UT). Inventory and floorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the nearest authorized 
dealer. Contact your area dealer for availability. VIN numbers posted at dealership. Payments to qualified buyers with approved credit. Subject to lender terms. Example bunkhouse travel trailer 
Stk# LAP555405. Payment based on 10% down at 5.50% APR for 144 months. Example rear living fifth wheel Stk# MAD534468. Payment based on 10% down at 5.50% APR for 144 months. Example 
front living fifth wheel Stk# TUC543217. Payment based on 10% down at 4.99% APR for 180 months. Example rear living fifth wheel Stk# OKC556205. Payment based on 10% down at 4.99% APR for 
240 months. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other o¡er and not applicable to prior 
sales. O¡ers valid at any Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. O¡ers expire 1/3/16. FR044383-1015

866-9-RV-CENTER | CampingWorld.com/RV

Buy an RV & Gain Access to Good Sam ELITE

REAR-LIVING
TRAVEL TRAILERS
STARTING AT

FRONT-LIVING
FIFTH WHEELS
STARTING AT

REAR-LIVING
FIFTH WHEELS
STARTING AT

PER 
MONTH*

PER 
MONTH* PER 

MONTH*

PER 
MONTH*

$195
$123 $283

$331HUGE
SELECTION

OF RVS!

BEST
PRICES

OF THE
YEAR!

LOWAPR FINANCINGAVAILABLE!

GoodSamClub.com

BUNKHOUSE
TRAVEL TRAILERS
STARTING AT
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Holiday GIFT GUIDE!

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com   To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL Product Protection Plan available° Flat shipping fee applies

Prices Expire January 3, 2016

Great Gifts  U N D E R
$10 Great Gifts  U N D E R

$20

MORE G R E AT  G I F T  IDE AS!

Awning Rope Light Kit, 18'L #69032
Clear rope light and track in one. | 

CLUB SALE
$2797

 Reg. $44.99

WHILE SUPPLIES 
LAST!

40%

OFF
4' x 24' Patio Mat Runner, 
Brown #80345 
Heavyweight polypropylene mat dries 
quickly and resists mold and mildew.

CLUB SALE
$3997

 Reg. $69.99
EXCLUSIVE! Summit Rocker #69704  
Extra-wide padded seat for extra comfort. 
Tubular steel frame sits higher than most 
folding chairs. 250 lb. capacity | ° | 
EXCLUSIVE! Summit Chair (not shown) #69705 
Club SALE $39.97 Reg. $53.49 | ° | 

CLUB SALE

$ 4997 
Reg. $71.99

Great Gifts  U N D E R
$50

Digital touchscreen 
temperature control 

Wine Enthusiast 8-Bottle Countertop 
Wine Cellar #85177 
Energy-efficient, thermoelectric, wine cooler 
uses silent cooling technology to protect wine 
flavor. 120-volt. | ° | 

CLUB SALE

$7497 Reg. $149.99

12"H x  
163⁄4"W x 20"D

CLUB SALE

$997 Reg. $19.99
Bag Chairs 
A. Brown Circle Chair #81951  B. Brown Block Chair #81952 
Durable, weather-resistant polyester fabric on heavy-duty steel 
frame with non-skid feet. Handy drink holder in right armrest. | 
C. Outdoor Ottoman, Gray #69319 
20"L x 20"W x 171⁄2"H. Club SALE $9.97 Reg. $17.77 | 

203⁄4" W

Both include 
handy storage bags

225 lb. 
capacities

AA

B

Reg. $19.99

C

UP
TO  50%

OFF

Height 
adjustable

Granite White

Clay

26" x 18" 
tabletop

Personal Table 
Granite White #48945     
EXCLUSIVE! Clay #74982 
Height adjusts to 24", 26" or 28".  
°

CLUB SALE

$1997    Reg. $25.59

EXCLUSIVE!

Great Gifts  U N D E R
$100

Red Utility Wagon #74219 
Sturdy powder-coated steel frame, durable 600-denier 
cloth and smooth-glide swivel wheels. Includes 
internal storage pocket and storage bag. | °

CLUB SALE

$7297 Reg. $99.99
CLUB SALE

$7997 Reg. $127.99

 25%

OFF 150 lb. 
capacity

Folds to  
291⁄2" x 

201⁄4" x 8"

Open: 351⁄2"L x 
201⁄4"W x 221⁄2"H

35%

OFF

50%

OFF

UP
TO  30%

OFF
EXCLUSIVE! 6-Speed Folding 
Bike, Titanium #70089 
Shimano gears with front/
rear hand brakes. 20" wheels 
and 8"W padded seat. | °

CLUB SALE

$15997
  

 Reg. $199.99

250 lb. 
capacity

Folding 

250 lb. 
capacity

Folds to 33" 
x 141⁄2" x 26"

EXCLUSIVE!

 
$40
OFF

KING® Tailgater™ Satellite Antenna #84187 
• Use as either portable or roof mount—feet included 
• Exclusive for DISH service—SD and HD programming 
• Fully automatic satellite acquisition 
• Made in the USA | ° | 

CLUB SALE
$349 Reg. $379

Watch HD or SD DISH® TV  
Anywhere You Camp

24"L x 24"W x 7 7⁄8"H

30 lb. capacity

Carry bag 
included

CLUB SALE  
$1997

 Reg. $24.99

CLUB SALE
$1097 

Reg. $19.99
NEW! Better Homes & 
Gardens 7-Piece  
Kitchen Tool Set #84989 Foldable Pet Bed #69197

UP
TO   45%

OFF BBQTek™ Deluxe Gas Grill #69360 
Single burner. Uses disposable propane 
cylinders. Thermometer in lid. | ° | 

• Propane powered  
• 10,000 BTUs 
• 200 sq. in. cast iron  
 cooking surface Foldable side 

tables

$45
OFF
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article by Kristopher Bunkerarticle by Kristopher Bunker

 RVs built from molded fi berglass 
are sleek and shiny, and share their 
origins with the marine industry (think 
boat hull). In a molded-fi berglass 
trailer, fi fth-wheel or truck camper, the 
rigid fi berglass body actually serves 
as the main framing element, as well 
as the interior and exterior skin. The 
body of the RV is essentially two pieces 
that clamshell together, resulting in a 
durable, corrosion-resistant body that 
is quite strong and can have several 
advantages over traditionally built RVs. 

“The two-piece fi berglass shell 
has one main seam around the center 
belt line,” explains Grant Bilodeau, 

president of Bigfoot RV. “Traditional 
trailers are made of many separate 
side, fl oor and roof panels, and are then 
screwed together with many moldings 
and seals. As RVs are meant to travel 
down the road, a traditional trailer will 
fl ex over time, and all the extra seams 
and joints become higher maintenance 
and risk points for leaking. With a 
fi berglass trailer, there 
is only one seam to worry about.” 

“Fiberglass molded trailers are 
sprayed into a mold with gelcoat and 
fi berglass,” Bilodeau adds. “The glass 
content is like the rebar in concrete — it 
gives you all your strength, as the resin 

binds it all together.”
Fiberglass construction can also 

lead to some positive results when it 
comes to fuel mileage, handling and 
durability. “Our fi berglass campers are 
25 percent lighter than convention-
ally built truck campers,” says Keith 
Donkin, general manager at Northern 
Lite Manufacturing. “They are very 
aerodynamically designed for improved 
fuel effi ciency, and they feature a very 
low center of gravity, which eliminates 
the sway of a conventionally built 
camper.”

Improved towing characteristics 
and longevity do come with a trade-off. 
Molded-fi berglass RVs can be a bit 
more costly than their conventionally 
built counterparts. But manufacturers 
of fi berglass RVs claim the difference in 
price can easily be amortized over the 
lifetime of the RV. 

“Generally, people like our trailers 
because they are easy to tow, easy to 

Lightweight molded-fi berglass RVs are designed for long-term durability and improved MPG — and they look cool, too

RVs are constructed in a number of different ways, but many follow the 
same basic blueprint: Start with a steel or aluminum frame, build up 
the walls with wood and/or aluminum, more framing and composite 

materials, cover the structure with a roof and wrap the entire unit with either 
aluminum panels or gelcoat fi berglass. While conventional construction methods 
work well, another successful strategy has been in place for years and continues to 
fl ourish: molded fi berglass.
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Casita
For 33 years, Casita has been building 
lightweight fi berglass trailers. The 
17-foot Casita Spirit Deluxe offers com-
fortable sleeping arrangements for 
three, with a bit more space for guests, 
provided they are of the smaller variety. 
Both sleeping areas convert to dinettes 
by day, meaning the trailer can easily 
accommodate more than it can sleep 
before the sun goes down. A couch/
bunk-bed option ups the ante even more. 
The surprisingly wide-open fl oorplan 
means occupants won’t trip over each 
other while moving about. In Deluxe 
models, a large, full-featured bathroom 
is located at the front of the trailer, as 
is a roomy storage wardrobe. Standard 
features include custom marine-grade 

fi berglass furniture, carpet-lined storage 
compartments and a powered roof vent. 
Owners can also opt for LED lighting, a 
microwave, an electric A-frame jack and 
a larger gray-water holding tank.

Exterior Length 17' 
Exterior Width 6' 8"
Interior Height 6' 1½"
Exterior Height 8' 11"
Freshwater Cap. 16 gal. (25 opt.)
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 15 gal./32 gal. 
LP-Gas Cap. 10 gal.
UVW 2,480 lbs.
Hitch Weight 365 lbs.
GVWR 3,500 lbs.
MSRP, base $20,661
800-442-9986, www.casitatraveltrailers.com

With smooth sides and 
rounded corners, molded 
fi berglass trailers like the 
Casita pictured on the left 
are not only attractive, 
they’re aerodynamic.

set up, and they last forever,” reports 
Kent Eveland, president of Scamp 
Trailers. “Most of the trailers we built 
in the 1970s are still in use.” 

Robert P. Partee, general sales 
manager of Oliver Travel Trailers, 
agrees. “Most fi berglass trailers 
hold their value over the years much 
better than the standard-build 
types,” he says. “Constructing travel 
trailers with fi berglass has been 
fl ying under the radar for years.”

Often eclectic, sometimes 
retro-chic and always eye-catching, 
molded-fi berglass RVs are frequently 
the focus of online communities and 
club rallies. “We fi nd our trailers 
appeal to all ages in part because of 
the nostalgia factor, as well as the 
simplicity and weight,” says Heather 
Gardella, president of Dub Box USA. 

Check out the following collection 
of some of the more interesting 
fi berglass RVs on the market today.

Bigfoot
Bigfoot Industries manufactures a 
variety of travel trailers and truck 
campers, all featuring clamshell 
molded-fi berglass construction. 
Bigfoot actually overlaps the top shell 
onto the bottom and uses a special 
sealant to further guard against water 
penetration. The 2500 series travel 
trailers include R-8 insulation, which, 
when combined with the fi berglass 
base (less conductive than aluminum 
or steel), creates a more livable four-
season RV, according to Bilodeau. 
Seven fl oorplans ranging from 17 to 
25 feet are available. The 25B25FB 
boasts a full rear bath, sleeping space 
for up to six and standards that include 
a porcelain toilet, aluminum wheels, 
heated and enclosed tanks, and a 
living-area skylight. The option to 
enclose the A-frame and add cargo 
space is not only practical but looks 
great as well. Other options include 

a solar-power system, 11,000-Btu roof 
air conditioner, exterior speakers and 
an electric A-frame jack.

Exterior Length 25' 6"
Exterior Width 8' 4"
Interior Height  6' 4"
Exterior Height 9' 2"
Freshwater Cap. 45 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 45 gal./45 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 14 gal.
UVW 5,450 lbs. 
Hitch Weight 612 lbs.
GVWR 7,500 lbs. 
MSRP, base $52,017
250-546-2155, www.bigfootrv.com

Lightweight molded-fi berglass RVs are designed for long-term durability and improved MPG — and they look cool, too

January 2016  TRAILER LIFE  53

TL1601 Fiberglass Trailers.indd   11/12/15   2:04 PM   - 53 -    (Cyan)TL1601 Fiberglass Trailers.indd   11/12/15   2:04 PM   - 53 -    (Magenta)TL1601 Fiberglass Trailers.indd   11/12/15   2:04 PM   - 53 -    (Yellow)TL1601 Fiberglass Trailers.indd   11/12/15   2:04 PM   - 53 -    (BlacK)



Fun with Fiberglass

Dub Box
Dub Box USA manufactures light-
weight fiberglass trailers reminis-
cent of the Volkswagen Microbus 
popular in the 1960s and ’70s. Dub 
Box trailers are not true Volkswagen 
conversions but are in fact manufac-
tured from a fiberglass mold made 
from the vintage VW Bus. Each Dub 
Box trailer comes equipped with 
classic moon-style hubcaps, a hot/
cold outdoor shower, a two-burner 
stove, a sink, a 3-cubic-foot refrig-
erator, an LP-gas water heater, 
an L-shaped convertible couch 
with 4-inch cushions, a folding 
dinette table and Sunbrella weather 
curtains for the pop-top. Options 
include air conditioning, solar 
panels, a luggage roof rack and a 
storage box on the A-frame. Buyers 
get to select the paint color for the 
exterior to match their tow vehicle.

Exterior Length 16'
Exterior Width 5' 8"
Interior Height 6' 6" (with top raised)
Exterior Height 6' 4" (travel)
Freshwater Cap. 20 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. NA/25 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 10 gal.
UVW 2,300 lbs.
Hitch Weight 110 lbs.
GVWR 3,500 lbs.
MSRP, base $22,000
503-744-0032, www.dub-box-usa.com

Eggcamper
Eggcamper trailers are ultralight-
weight and offer a fun way to enjoy 
RVing. Available only from the factory in 
Grandville, Michigan, and weighing less 
than 2,000 pounds (dry, without options), 
the Eggcamper can be towed by almost 
any properly equipped truck, van or SUV. 
The all-white trailers may look spartan 
inside, but they contain all the amenities 
needed for weekend fun, including 
sleeping space for two to four, a galley 
with a stainless sink, a 2.4-cubic-foot 
refrigerator, available air-conditioner, 
appliances and a lavatory with a toilet 
(or a large storage area instead). Plus, 
the smooth interior makes cleanup a 
breeze. The Dexter Torflex suspension 
is a welcome inclusion, as are the 
power roof vent and radius safety-glass 
windows with screens and miniblinds. 
LP-gas options are available, in addition 
to the electric-only model powered by 
an appropriately sized AC generator, 

Escape
Another big name in the molded-fiber-
glass market is Escape Trailers. Based 
in Chilliwack, British Columbia, Escape 
offers several fiberglass travel trailers 
and more recently introduced a fifth-
wheel. All Escape trailers are compact 
and lightweight for easy towing, and the 
Escape 21 is designed specifically for 
tow vehicles with weight ratings down 
to 5,000 pounds. But don’t be fooled by 
the diminutive size. Escape trailers are 
equipped with full galleys, bathrooms 
and living areas, in addition to oak 
cabinetry, high-grade linoleum flooring 
and an insulated headliner. Other 
impressive standards include two roof 
vents, LED ceiling lighting, full-surround 

along with the standard 30-amp 
converter with charger. 

Exterior Length 17'
Exterior Width 7' 4"
Interior Height 6' 7"
Exterior Height 8' 2"
Freshwater Cap. 14 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 8 gal./24 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. Opt.
UVW 1,880 lbs.
Hitch Weight 240 lbs. 
GVWR 2,500 lbs.
MSRP, base $24,990
616-437-9255, www.eggcamper.com

overhead storage and a holding-tank 
monitor. Popular options range from 
appliance upgrades to a stereo, a water 
filter and a solar charging system. 

Exterior Length 21'
Exterior Width 7' 4"
Interior Height 6' 5"
Exterior Height 8' 7"
Freshwater Cap. 30 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 30 gal./22 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 10 gal.
UVW 3,140 lbs.
Hitch Weight 360 lbs.
GVWR 4,500 lbs. 
MSRP, base $27,000
855-703-1650, www.escapetrailer.com
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Recreational Use 
APRs* As Low As

3.85%**

on loan amounts of 
$75k+

3.97%**

on loan amounts of 
$50k to $74,999

4.79%**

on loan amounts of 
$25k to $49,999

Today, approximately 40% of all RVs are 
sold through private parties. With easy 
access to neighborhood, local and online 
listings, shopping around for used RVs is 
easier than ever – but obtaining financing 
for a private party loan can often seem 
anything but simple. 

Luckily, the Good Sam Finance Center 
specializes in private party loans, so you 
can hit the road stress-free. 

Whether you’re looking for a fifth wheel, 
motorhome or travel trailer, obtaining 
private party financing for a 2008 model 
year or newer rig with the Good Sam 
Finance Center is a breeze. Our friendly 
loan specialists are ready to guide you 
through the loan process every step of 
the way.

Plus, the Good Sam Finance Center’s rates 
and terms for private party loans are the 
same as if you purchase a new or used rig 
from a dealer, and today’s low rates are 
fixed throughout the entire loan term.

Let us take care of the heavy lifting 
– we’ll pay off the seller, put the new 
registration in your name and handle all 
other necessary paperwork so you can 
focus on what matters most – enjoying 
your time on the road!

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

* Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. 
** Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and 

is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be 2006 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 
2008 model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA Used Wholesale 
Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A 10 year fixed-rate $55,000 
loan. Based on an APR of 3.97%, this loan has 120 monthly payments of $556.06 each. Information is accurate as of October 22, 2015.

FULL TIMERS: This offer is not available to applicants who use their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer); visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms.
Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. © 2016 Bank of the West. NMLS ID # 19116.
Member FDIC.  GRL44490 - 1015

Good Sam Finance Center Also Offers:
• Loans for new RVs
• Refinancing of existing RV Loans
• Competitive fixed rates
•  Full-Timer loans for new or 

used purchase or refinance

Call us at 1-800-444-1476 and mention priority code 547
Or visit us online at GoodSamRVLoans.com/547

Private Party RV Loans
It’s Easier than You Think

GRL44490 Jan TL Ad.indd   1 10/14/15   8:12 AM

55 GS FINANCE CENTER.indd   11/10/15   11:03 AM   - 55 -    (Cyan)55 GS FINANCE CENTER.indd   11/10/15   11:03 AM   - 55 -    (Magenta)55 GS FINANCE CENTER.indd   11/10/15   11:03 AM   - 55 -    (Yellow)55 GS FINANCE CENTER.indd   11/10/15   11:03 AM   - 55 -    (BlacK)



Happier Camper
In addition to offering vintage 
restored fi berglass rentals, Happier 
Camper now builds the unique 
HC1 trailer. The base-price HC1 
begins as an empty shell built using 
bonded double-hull fi berglass with 
1.5-inch honeycomb fi berglass 
fl ooring. Grooves are embedded 
in the fl ooring to accommodate 
the modular components (think 
Legos) that will make up the custom 
fl oorplan, including a kitchen-
ette, benches, cushions, an AC/
DC refrigerator cube, tables, fl oor 
panels — there’s even a portable-
potty cube. Buyers can confi gure 
the layout exactly as they’d like it, 
and the price is determined by the 
selected modules. LED lighting 
comes standard, as do built-in rear 
stabilizing jacks and an undercar-
riage-mounted full-size spare tire. 
Add-ons include compatible comfort 
heating, stereos, electric fans and 
moon-style hubcaps.

Exterior Length 13'
Exterior Width 6' 11"
Interior Height 6' 1"
Exterior Height 7' 4"
Freshwater Cap. 5 gal. (opt.)
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. NA/5 gal. (opt.)
LP-Gas Cap. NA
UVW 1,100 lbs.
Hitch Weight 110 lbs.
GVWR 3,500 lbs.
MSRP, base $15,950
818-649-9099, www.happiercamper.com

Nest Caravans
A newcomer to the fi berglass-trailer 
market, Nest Caravans from Bend, 
Oregon, combines the easy-towing 
capabilities of a lighter-weight 
fi berglass trailer with elegant 
sophistication and an eye for detail. 
Nest trailers are available in fi ve 
color combinations with an array of 
useful exterior standards, including a 
nosecone storage box, all-LED exterior 
lighting, BAL stabilizing jacks and 
frameless windows. Inside, dimmable 
switches help control the mood 
with all-LED lighting, and the galley 
shimmers with a stainless-steel sink, 
two-burner cooktop and 3.2-cubic-foot 
refrigerator. The full-time queen bed 

can comfortably sleep two. Options 
include a convertible dinette, natural 
cork tiles, a microwave and an enter-
tainment system.

Exterior Length 16' 6"
Exterior Width 6' 8"
Interior Height 6' 3" - 6' 8"
Exterior Height 8' 2"
Freshwater Cap. 20 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. Portable toilet/20 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 10 gal.
UVW 2,400 lbs. 
Hitch Weight 275 lbs.
GVWR 3,500 lbs.
MSRP, base $29,995
541-610-2292, www.nestcaravans.com

Northern Lite 
Another Canadian manufacturer, 
Northern Lite Manufacturing in 
Kelowna, British Columbia, builds 
fi berglass truck campers designed 
to withstand extreme weather. The 
company’s top-selling Ten 2000 EX CD 
SE boasts some impressive features 
like 95-watt solar panels, a 10-foot side 
awning, an LCD TV and DVD player, 
thermal-pane windows and skylight, 
solid hardwood and more. There’s even 
a full 14-inch basement with heated 
and enclosed storage tanks. Sleep 
like a baby on the 60 x 80-inch queen 
bed, or take a warm shower in the 
large bathroom area. Options include 
an air conditioner, electric jacks, LED 
lighting in the electric awning, battery-
disconnect, an extended patio bumper, 
and a boat rack and ladder. With a 
fl oor length of more than 11 feet, this 
camper weighs in at 1,400 to 2,000 

pounds lighter than comparable con-
ventionally built campers with the same 
features, offering buyers the best of 
both worlds.

Box Length 8'
Exterior Width 8' 2"
Interior Height 6' 8"
Overall Height 8' 10"
Floor Length 11' 2"
Freshwater Cap. 36 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 18 gal./40 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 10 gal.
UVW 3,265 lbs.
MSRP, base $43,210
250-765-3702, www.northern-lite.com

A newcomer to the fi berglass-trailer can comfortably sleep two. Options 

Fun with Fiberglass
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Oliver 
Oliver Travel Trailers offers two 
fi berglass trailers, the Legacy and 
Legacy Elite II. “Ollies,” as they’re 
called, begin at the Tennessee 
factory with dual fi berglass shells. 
The shells are then wrapped around 
a hefty 2 x 5-inch aircraft-grade-
aluminum box-tube frame, offering 
additional rigidity and durability. All 
holding tanks and components are 
enclosed between the inner and 
outer shells for superior insulation 
benefi ts and protection from the 
elements. The 2016 Legacy Elite II 
has a number of impressive features, 
from the custom-molded-fi berglass 
spare-tire and LP-gas cylinder 
covers to LED lighting, marine-grade 
stainless-steel cabinet latches and 
eye-catching interior gelcoat walls 
and cabinets. Options range from 
fi ber-granite countertops to a solar 
package, plus a tech-savvy selection 
that includes Wi-Fi and cell-phone 
boosters, a rearview camera, and 
satellite antennas and wiring.

Exterior Length 23' 6"
Exterior Width 7'
Interior Height 6' 6"
Exterior Height 8' 6"
Freshwater Cap. 32.5 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 18.5 gal./35.5 gal.
LP-Gas Cap. 10 gal.
UVW 4,600 lbs.
Hitch Weight 420 lbs.
GVWR 7,000 lbs.
MSRP, base $48,500 
931-796-1178, www.olivertraveltrailers.com

Weis Craft
The Little Joe is a lightweight fi berglass 
trailer that offers two people a comfort-
able place to stay while on the road. 
Inside, dual sofas fold down to create 
the ultimate 78 x 63-inch sleeping 
area. Although the Little Joe doesn’t 
have bathroom facilities (those come 
in Weis Craft’s Ponderosa model for 
an additional $6,000), a two-burner 
cooktop and a standard icebox allow 
for gourmet campsite fare (a refrig-
erator option is available), and a small 
freshwater tank lets owners clean up 
after a long day’s adventure. Options 
abound in the Little Joe, including 
a furnace, air conditioning, folding 
shelves, a three-speed reversible fan 
and an 8-foot awning. And, chances 
are, you already own a vehicle that can 
haul the Little Joe. q

Exterior Length 12' 6" 
Exterior Width 5' 8"
Interior Height 6'
Exterior Height 7' 4"
Freshwater Cap. 6 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. NA
LP-Gas Cap. 5 gal.
UVW 1,100 lbs.
Hitch Weight 180 lbs.
GVWR 2,999 lbs.
MSRP, base $13,800
303-947-2351, www.weiscrafttrailers.com/littlejoe 

Scamp
Scamp fi berglass trailers are sold 
factory-direct in Backus, Minnesota. 
Available in 13- and 16-foot trailers 
and a 19-foot fi fth-wheel, the nimble 
RVs are ideal for couples and smaller 
families on weekend getaways. 
Scamp has always focused on ease 
of use and maneuverability. Its 
trailers are durable, lightweight and 
aerodynamic, and are designed to 
be towed by properly equipped small 
cars, SUVs, minivans and trucks. 
The 13-footer is available in Standard 
or Deluxe (upgraded interior), with 
a convertible sofa or a shower and 
toilet up front. The options package 
that includes the lavatory features a 
1.9-cubic-foot refrigerator, a screen 
door, a water pump, a water heater, 

a gravel shield and a window above 
the range. Additional add-ons include 
cabinet confi gurations, a 2-inch hitch 
receiver for bike racks, TV hookups 
and antenna, and an 8-foot awning.

Exterior Length 13' 
Exterior Width 6' 8"
Interior Height 6' 3"
Exterior Height 7' 6"
Freshwater Cap. 12 gal.
Black-/Gray-Water Cap. 26 gal. (opt.)
 SaniPotti 9 gal (opt); 26 gal. (opt)
LP-Gas Cap. 5 gal.
UVW 1,300-1,600 lbs.
Hitch Weight 120-160 lbs.
GVWR 2,200 lbs.
MSRP, base $10,595–$11,895
800-346-4962, www.scamptrailers.com
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P R E S E N T I N G  Y O U R  F A V O R I T E S  I N  T R A I L E R  L I F E ’ S 
F O U R T H - A N N U A L  R E A D E R S ’  P O L L

Spanning recreational vehicles, tow vehicles and 
everything that goes with them, Trailer Life’s annual 
Readers’ Choice Awards honor the places and 
products that work best for RVers. The 2015 poll 

results can help you decide where to go and what to get,  
or at least narrow the field. Consider the awards the ultimate 
tips from the ultimate insiders — dedicated RV enthusiasts.

Wondering what brand of RV to buy and how to equip 
it? Trailer Life readers share their favorite manufacturers 
of travel trailers, fifth-wheels, folding campers and truck 
campers, plus must-have awnings, portable generators,  

satellite-TV hardware and tire-pressure monitoring 
systems. Shopping for a new tow vehicle? Readers name 
their top three preferences, along with tried-and-true 
engine oils, fuel additives and performance enhancements 
to keep the vehicle running strong. Not sure where to go 
next? Recommendations range from campgrounds to 
casinos, and restaurants to RV retailers, as well as readers’ 
three best-loved states for RV travel. 

And so, without further ado, we present the top vote-
getters in 29 categories, Trailer Life readers’ gold, silver 
and bronze winners for 2015.
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ENGINE OIL

GOLD: SHELL ROTELLA
Produced by Shell for more than 40 
years, Rotella heavy-duty engine oils 
and synthetic lubricants are designed 
to control wear, buildup and emissions.
800-237-8645, www.shell.com/rotella

SILVER: AMSOIL
800-956-5695, www.amsoil.com 
BRONZE: MOBIL 1
800-662-4525, www.mobiloil.com

FIFTH-WHEEL HITCH

GOLD: B&W TRAILER HITCHES
Nearly 30 years ago, B&W introduced 
the fi rst Turnoverball hitch. Today, the 
company continues to bring innovative 
hitch solutions to the RV market.
800-810-4918, www.turnoverball.com

SILVER: PULLRITE
800-443-2307, www.pullrite.com 
BRONZE: REESE
800-632-3290, www.reeseprod.com

FIFTH-WHEEL TRAILER

GOLD: GRAND DESIGN 
One of the fastest-growing RV manu-
facturers, Grand Design builds Imagine 

travel trailers, Solitude fi fth-wheels, 
Refl ection travel trailers and fi fth-wheels, 
and Momentum fi fth-wheel toy haulers.
574-825-9679, www.granddesignrv.com

SILVER: KEYSTONE
866-425-4369, www.keystonerv.com
BRONZE: FOREST RIVER
574-389-4600, www.forestriverinc.com

FOLDING CAMPER

 GOLD: JAYCO
America’s largest family-owned and 
-operated RV manufacturer, Jayco 
builds a range of motorized and 
towable RVs, including the Jay Series 
line of folding trailers.
574-825-5861, www.jayco.com/
products/camping-trailers

SILVER: FOREST RIVER   
574-389-4600, www.forestriverinc.com
SILVER: STARCRAFT 
800-945-4787, www.starcraftrv.com
BRONZE: TRAILMANOR
402-316-7288, www.trailmanor.com

FUEL ADDITIVE

 GOLD: LUCAS OIL
Lucas Oil’s extensive lineup of additives 
and lubricants is designed to improve 
engine performance, longevity, fuel 
stability and mileage.
800-342-2512, www.lucasoil.com

SILVER: AMSOIL
800-956-5695, www.amsoil.com
BRONZE: SEA FOAM
952-938-4811, www.seafoamsales.com

FUEL STATION

GOLD: PILOT FLYING J
With more than 650 RV-friendly 
locations, Pilot Flying J offers gas and 
diesel fuel, restaurants, snacks, shower 
facilities and certifi ed truck scales.
877-866-7378, www.pilotfl yingj.com

SILVER: LOVE’S TRAVEL STOPS
800-655- 6837, www.loves.com
BRONZE: COSTCO
800-774-2678, www.costco.com

HOLDING-TANK CHEMICALS

GOLD: THETFORD
Thetford is the world’s leading supplier 
of mobile sanitation products for the 
recreational vehicle market.
800-543-1219, www.thetford.com

SILVER: CAMCO
800-334-2004, www.camco.net
BRONZE: ODORLOS
800-869-8764, www.yara.us

PERFORMANCE-ENHANCING 
PRODUCT

GOLD: BANKS POWER
The company founded by performance 
pioneer Gale Banks offers a range 
of emissions-legal products to boost 
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power and fuel economy, from cold-
air-intake kits to PowerPack systems.
800-601-8072, www.bankspower.com

SILVER: BULLY DOG
877-285-5936, www.bullydog.com
BRONZE: BD DIESEL
800-887-5030
www.dieselperformance.com

RV AWNING

GOLD: DOMETIC
Dometic makes RV patio, door and 
window awnings, in addition to slide 
toppers and add-on screen rooms 
in a range of sizes, fabrics and colors.
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

SILVER: CAREFREE OF COLORADO
303-469-3324 
www.carefreeofcolorado.com
BRONZE: LIPPERT COMPONENTS
574-537-8900
www.lci1.com/solera-power-awning   

RV BATTERY

GOLD: INTERSTATE BATTERIES
The top-selling RV-and-marine battery, 
Interstate supplies deep-cycle, starting, 
dual-purpose and sealed AGM batteries.
866-842-5368
www.interstatebatteries.com

SILVER: EXIDE TECHNOLOGIES
678-566-9000, www.exide.com 
SILVER: TROJAN BATTERY COMPANY
800-423-6569, www.trojanbattery.com 
BRONZE: OPTIMA BATTERIES
888-867-8462, www.optimabatteries.com   

RV CAMPGROUND/RESORT

GOLD: PECHANGA RV RESORT, 
TEMECULA, CALIFORNIA
A perennially top-rated Good Sam 
Park, Pechanga RV Resort has 168 full-
hookup RV campsites that are a short 
walk or shuttle ride from California’s 
largest casino.
877-997-8386, www.pechanga.com

SILVER: ANCHOR DOWN RV RESORT, 
DANDRIDGE, TENNESSEE
877-784-4446
www.anchordownrvresort.com 
SILVER: THE CAMPSITES AT DISNEY’S FORT 
WILDERNESS RESORT, ORLANDO, FLORIDA
407-934-7639
www.disneyworldcamping.com
BRONZE: OCEAN LAKES FAMILY CAMP-
GROUND, MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
843-238-5532, www.oceanlakes.com

RV CASINO RESORT

GOLD: PECHANGA RESORT AND 
CASINO, TEMECULA, CALIFORNIA
Rated the favorite U.S. casino in a 2015 
10Best.com poll, Southern California’s 
Pechanga Resort and Casino has a 
200,000-square-foot gaming fl oor 
and is conveniently located next to 
Pechanga RV Resort.
951-693-1819, www.pechanga.com

SILVER: SEVEN FEATHERS CASINO RESORT, 
CANYONVILLE, OREGON
800-548-8461, www.sevenfeathers.com
BRONZE: COUSHATTA CASINO RESORT, 
KINDER, LOUISIANA
800-584-7263
www.coushattacasinoresort.com

RV CLEANING PRODUCT

GOLD: PROTECT ALL
Protect All’s popular line of specialty 
cleaners and polishes is geared to RVers.
800-322-4491, www.protectall.com

SILVER: MEGUIAR’S
800-347-5700, www.meguiars.com
BRONZE: CAMCO
800-334-2004, www.camco.net

RV COVER

GOLD: ADCO
ADCO specializes in covers for RVs and 
RV tires, windshields, LP-gas cylinders 
and air-conditioning units.
800-541-2326, www.adcoprod.com

SILVER: CLASSIC ACCESSORIES
800-854-2315, www.classicaccessories.com
BRONZE: CALMARK 
800-838-7236, www.calmarkcovers.com
BRONZE: COVERCRAFT 
800-426-8377, www.covercraft.com
BRONZE: ELEMENTS 
888-626-7576
www.campingworld.com/elements

RV GENERATOR

GOLD: HONDA
Since 1953, Honda has manufactured 

2 0 1 5  R E A D E R S ’  C H O I C E  A W A R D S
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more than 100 million power products, 
including a range of long-lasting and 
quiet portable power stations for RV use.
770-497-6400 
www.powerequipment.honda.com

SILVER: YAMAHA
800-962-7926
www.yamaha-motor.com
BRONZE: CUMMINS POWER GENERATION
800-888-6626
power.cummins.com/rv/generators

RV REFRIGERATOR

GOLD: DOMETIC
Dometic provides built-in and free-
standing refrigerators for all sizes 
and types of RVs, along with portable 
coolers, icemakers and wine chillers. 
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

SILVER: NORCOLD
800-543-1219, www.norcold.com
BRONZE: SAMSUNG
800-726-7864, www.samsung.com

RV RETAILER

GOLD: CAMPING WORLD
Celebrating its 50th anniversary in 
2016, Camping World is America’s 
largest retailer of RV supplies, acces-
sories and new and used RVs, with 115 
locations and a consumer website.
888-626-7576, www.campingworld.com

SILVER: LOCAL DEALERS
BRONZE: WALMART
800-925-6278, www.walmart.com

RV TIRES

GOLD: MICHELIN
Michelin manufactures a variety of tires 
suitable for tow vehicles and trailers, 
and offers a website dedicated to RVers. 
866-866-6605, www.michelinrvtires.com

SILVER: GOODYEAR
800-321-2136, www.goodyearrvtires.com
BRONZE: MAXXIS
800-462-9947, www.maxxis.com

RV TOILET

GOLD: THETFORD
Thetford markets three brands of RV 
toilets: Aria, Aqua-Magic and Tecma.
800-543-1219, www.thetford.com

SILVER: DOMETIC
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

SATELLITE HARDWARE

GOLD: WINEGARD
Winegard is a leader in mobile-TV 
reception and supplies all types of 
antennas for RV use.
800-288-8094, www.winegard.com

SILVER: KING
952-922-6889, www.kingconnect.com
BRONZE: TV4RV
541-244-0250, www.tv4rv.com

SATELLITE-TV PROVIDER

 GOLD: DIRECTV
With the DirecTV Choice Mobile package 
and the proper equipment, traveling 
RVers can access up to 185 channels. 
888-777-2454, www.directv.com

SILVER: DISH
800-823-4929, www.dish.com
BRONZE: SHAW
888-472-2222, www.shaw.ca

SIT-DOWN RESTAURANT

 GOLD: CRACKER BARREL
The Cracker Barrel restaurant chain 
serves comfort food and Southern
hospitality at more than 600 locations. 
800-333-9566, www.crackerbarrel.com

SILVER: IHOP
866-444-5144, www.ihop.com
BRONZE: APPLEBEE’S
888-592-7753, www.applebees.com

STATE TO RV IN

 GOLD: OREGON
From Multnomah Falls to Mount Hood 
and the Pacifi c coast, Oregon is a 
bonanza of scenic and recreational des-
tinations with no shortage of RV parks. 
800-547-7842, www.traveloregon.com
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SILVER: COLORADO
800-265-6723, www.colorado.com
BRONZE: MICHIGAN
888-784-7328, www.michigan.org

TIRE-PRESSURE 
MONITORING SYSTEM

GOLD: TIREMINDER
Minder Research’s wireless TireMinder 
systems keep tabs on air pressure and 
temperature in trailer and tow-vehicle 
tires, alerting drivers with visual and 
audible alarms. TireMinder systems 
can monitor up to 22 tire sensors.
772-463-6522 
www.minderresearch.com/tireminder

SILVER: TST
770-889-9102, www.tsttruck.com
BRONZE: ADVANTAGE PRESSUREPRO
800-959-3505
www.advantagepressurepro.com
BRONZE: DORAN
866-816-7233, www.doranmfg.com
BRONZE: EEZ RV
510-910-5397, www.eezrvproducts.com
BRONZE: HAWKSHEAD
888-321-8767, www.tpms.ca
BRONZE: INNOTECHRV
770-844-6218, www.innotechrv.com
BRONZE: TIRE-SAFEGUARD
818-400-9976, www.tiresafeguard.com
BRONZE: TIRETRAKER
866-200-9773, www.tiretraker.com

TRAILER HITCH

GOLD: EQUAL-I-ZER
Built by Progress Manufacturing, the 
Equal-i-zer hitch combines weight dis-
tribution with sway control to minimize 

problems caused by passing vehicles, 
crosswinds and other towing hazards.
800-478-5578 
www.equalizerhitch.com

SILVER: REESE
800-632-3290, www.reeseprod.com 
BRONZE: BLUE OX SWAYPRO
800-228-9289, www.blueox.com

TRAVEL TRAILER

GOLD: KEYSTONE
One of the world’s largest manufactur-
ers of travel trailers, fi fth-wheels and 
toy haulers, Keystone RV Company 
sells all types and sizes of towables in 
many well-known brands.
866-425-4369, www.keystonerv.com

SILVER: LANCE
661-949-3322
www.lancecamper.com/travel-trailers
BRONZE: JAYCO
574-825-5861
www.jayco.com/products/travel-trailers

TRUCK-BED LINER

GOLD: LINE-X
One of the leading providers of 
spray-on coatings, Line-X offers fast-
curing truck-bed liners that bond per-
manently and provide tough protection 
with long-lasting polymers.
877-330-1331, www.linex.com

SILVER: RHINO LININGS
800-422-2603, www.rhinolinings.com
BRONZE: BEDRUG
800-462-8435, www.bedrug.com

TRUCK CAMPER

GOLD: LANCE
Twelve-time winner of the RV Dealers 
Association’s DSI Quality Circle Award, 
Lance has been a leading truck-camper 
manufacturer for 50 years and also 
builds travel trailers and toy haulers. 
661-949-3322
www.lancecamper.com/truck-campers

SILVER: NORTHWOOD
800-766-6274
www.northwoodmfg.com
BRONZE: CHALET
541-791-4610, www.chaletrv.com

TRUCK FOR TOWING

GOLD: FORD
Ford’s popular F-Series includes 
America’s best-selling truck for 38 
years, the F-150, with greater towing 
and payload capacities for 2016 and 
the innovative Pro Trailer Backup 
Assist system.
800-392-3673, www.ford.com/trucks

SILVER: RAM
800-423-6343, www.ramtrucks.com
BRONZE: CHEVY
800-222-1020
www.chevrolet.com/trucks q

2 0 1 5  R E A D E R S ’  C H O I C E  A W A R D S

 Online voting for the 2016 Trailer Life Readers’ Choice Awards begins July 1 at www.trailerlife.com/readers-choice.  
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*O�er subject to credit approval. Cardholders will earn five (5) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases spent on Good Sam Club related products and services made on their Account rounded 
to the nearest dollar. “Good Sam Club eligible purchases,” are defined as products and services purchased from Good Sam Enterprises, LLC and its a�liates and partners, including but not limited to 
the following: Coast to Coast, Camping World, Good Sam, TL Enterprises, and NGIC. Cardholders will earn three (3) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made at any retail establishments 
that classify their merchant location to Visa as Campgrounds and Trailer Parks within the U.S. and Canada. For all other purchases made anywhere else, Cardholders will earn one (1) point for every one 
dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made on their Account rounded to the nearest dollar. A one-time bonus award of (2,000) Rec Rewards Points will be awarded to new cardholders after the first purchase 
is posted to the Account. Bonus Rec Rewards Points will be posted approximately 30 days after the initial qualifying transaction. This rewards program is provided by Comenity Capital Bank and its terms 
may discontinue or change at any time. For information about the rates, fees, other costs, and the reward program rules (including point accrual rate, bonus point awards, etc.) and benefits associated 
with the use of this credit card program please visit www.comenity.net/goodsamcampingworld for complete terms and conditions. 

**Standard variable APR of 24.99%, 19.99% and 13.99% based on Prime Rate and your credit worthiness. Balance transfer and Cash Advance APR of 25.99% based on Prime Rate. Minimum interest charged 
is $2.00 per credit plan. O�er subject to credit approval.

The Good Sam | Camping World Visa® and Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license for Visa® U.S.A. Inc. VISA is a registered trademark of Visa International Service 
Association and used under license. GCR44487 - 1015

CALL: 1-844-271-2591 CLICK: GoodSamCampingWorldVisa.com 
or Visit a Camping World SuperCenter near you!

REWARD 
YOURSELF  

THIS HOLIDAY 
SEASON!

APPLY TODAY to earn up to $25 in bonus REC REWARDS points!*to earn up to $25 in bonus REC REWARDS points!

THe Good Sam | Camping World 
Visa® with REC REWARDS

is your everyday credit card that rewards  
you for each and every purchase you make 

this holiday season and all-year round!*

THe Good Sam | Camping World 
Visa® with REC REWARDS

THe Good Sam | Camping World 
Visa® with REC REWARDS

●  REDEEM for cash back as a statement credit, 
Good Sam memberships, restaurant, retail and  
gas gift cards, PLUS MUCH MORE!

●  30 EXTRA DAYS FOR RETURNS  
on Camping World purchases made with the card

●  NO ANNUAL FEE**

1 POINT 
for every 
$1 spent 

everywhere 
else VISA® is 

accepted

3 POINTS 
for every $1 

spent at private 
campgrounds 
across the U.S. 

and Canada

5 POINTS 
for every 

$1 spent at 
Camping World 

and on Good 
Sam purchases

GCR44487 Jan MH TL Ad.indd   1 10/8/15   2:47 PM
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HANDS ON HUSKY SUPER BRUTE POWER JACK  article and photos by Kevin Livingston

Brute 
Force

looking for a model that will go the dis-
tance with little complaint and pack in a 
number of ancillary features, the Super 
Brute HSB5000R premium electric A-
frame jack from Husky Towing Products 
should be at the top of your list.

Not only is this mammoth 
5,000-pound-rated jack built to last, 
its low-friction, full-length 20mm 
ball screw, high-capacity ball nut and 
hardened steel gears are designed to 
lift much more than the hitch weight 
of most trailers. And it all works with 
a remote-control key fob to further the 
convenience. Beyond a stout build that 
may be considered overkill by some, 
the jack has fl ush-mounted high-output 
LEDs in three locations and an adjust-
able, weather-defying universal plug 
holder. The plug holder also makes for 
a good fl at spot to place the included 
bubble level.

Installation of the Super Brute 
couldn’t have been any simpler, espe-
cially for such a highly capable jack. 
Even the wiring is simple for a compo-
nent that includes the electronics that 

DIFFICULTY 1 2 3 4 5

TIME TO COMPLETE 30 MINUTES

TOOLS NEEDED WRENCH OR RATCHET 
AND SOCKET, WIRE CRIMPER, 

DRILL MOTOR AND BIT

Husky’s Super Brute electric 
A-frame jack has a mammoth 
5,000-pound rating and 
a remote-control key fob

Husky Towing Product’s electric Super Brute HSB5000R, with a 5,000-pound lift capacity, total jack 
reach of 24 inches, three high-output LEDs and a remote-control key fob, does the work for you.
LOW EFFORT »

(Above, from left) The Husky Super Brute (on right) is bigger than its predecessor and has a 
modern design. LEDs are strategically placed in three locations to provide good illumination.

RVers who have spent time with 
a travel trailer quickly discover 

aspects of the process that end up be-
coming routine and less than desirable. 
Probably one of the most common is 
cranking a manual A-frame jack to lift 
and lower the A-frame while hitching 
up and disconnecting the trailer. The job 
becomes monotonous and downright 
annoying in short order. You know the 
routine: tons of sweat-inducing hand 
cranking, which seems pretty archaic
in our motorized world.

There’s no doubt that the best way to 
deal with a standard manual-cranking 
A-frame jack is to upgrade to a power 
model. For those in the market for such 
a jack, there are many choices. If you’re 

The 2016 line of Solera® Awnings offers a range of unique awning styles, sizes and options including awning lights, speakers and  
multiple fabric and hardware color options. The new XL 9-foot-8-inch projection Power, Hybrid and Destination awnings are perfect to 
extend shaded area for taller units and RVs with slide-outs under the awning. We’ve also got a range of premium Solera accessories 

you’re going to love including the Awnbrella™ canopy support system, Solera Shield fabric guard and Solera Shades and Rooms. 

GET SO MUCH MORE 
THAN SHADE AND SHELTER!

FASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICA

Traditional Manual  
Spring Roll Up

Carport-Sized Shade & Shelter12V Push-Button Control Sets Up & Stores  
Automatically as you Crank

Solera 
Awnbrella

Solera XLSolera 
Sliders

Solera Family & 
Screen Rooms

Solera 
Sliders
Solera 
Sliders
Solera 
Sliders

Solera 
Awnbrella

Solera 
Awnbrella

Solera 
Awnbrella

FASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICAFASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICAFASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICAFASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICAFASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICAFASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICAFASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICAFASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICAFASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICAFASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICAFASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICAFASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICAFASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICA

Solera Family & 
Screen Rooms
Solera Family & Solera Family & 
Screen Rooms
Solera Family & 
Screen Rooms

Solera XL

20% 
MORE SHADE

s electric Super Brute HSB5000R, with a 5,000-pound lift capacity, total jack 

(Far left) Manual-control 
switches are mounted 
in the top portion of 
the head. The Super 
Brute looks good on 
any A-frame. (Left) The 
30-amp circuit breaker 
must be placed in the 
power wire that’s con-
nected to the battery.

operate the remote function. In fact, 
the HSB5000R is a true one-wire install 
with only a 30-amp resettable circuit 
breaker spliced in between.

To begin the removal and replace-
ment procedure of the old and new 
jacks, securely chock the trailer tires 
then carefully lift and support the 
A-frame using jack stands. Now the 
original jack is ready to come out. If 
you’re removing an existing electric 
jack, make sure to disconnect the 
power wire(s) and secure it out of the 
way, leaving a clean canvas for the new 
Super Brute. As long as the original 
bolts are in good shape and of decent 
quality, they can be reused, but only 
after installing the three supplied lock-
ing star washers, which help to ensure 
a proper ground for the circuitry.

The last step is to run the 10-gauge 
power-supply wire to the battery’s 
positive terminal, after connecting the 
circuit breaker. Just tuck in and secure 
the wiring, and 
allow access to 
the button on the 
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The 2016 line of Solera® Awnings offers a range of unique awning styles, sizes and options including awning lights, speakers and  
multiple fabric and hardware color options. The new XL 9-foot-8-inch projection Power, Hybrid and Destination awnings are perfect to 
extend shaded area for taller units and RVs with slide-outs under the awning. We’ve also got a range of premium Solera accessories 

you’re going to love including the Awnbrella™ canopy support system, Solera Shield fabric guard and Solera Shades and Rooms. 

GET SO MUCH MORE 
THAN SHADE AND SHELTER!

FASTEST GROWING AWNING BRAND IN AMERICA

Traditional Manual  
Spring Roll Up

Carport-Sized Shade & Shelter12V Push-Button Control Sets Up & Stores  
Automatically as you Crank

Solera 
Awnbrella

Solera XLSolera 
Sliders

Solera Family & 
Screen Rooms

Solera 
Sliders
Solera 
Sliders
Solera 
Sliders

Solera 
Awnbrella

Solera 
Awnbrella

Solera 
Awnbrella
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Solera Family & 
Screen Rooms
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Screen Rooms
Solera Family & 
Screen Rooms

Solera XL

20% 
MORE SHADE

www.tsttruck.com

Monitor Your  Tire 
Pressure and  Temperature 

with TST’s Internal or 
External Tire Pressure 

and  Temperature 
Monitoring  Solutions

breaker, if resetting becomes neces-
sary. I found it easiest to drill a hole 
into the battery box for the breaker. 
Within 30 minutes, you should be ready 
to test the jack.

I’ve run Husky’s predecessor for 
more than a year, and I can report that 
the wireless system works fl awlessly, 
so it’s likely the upgraded jack will have 
the same reliability. The Super Brute 
lifts the front of the trailer with almost 
no effort and is very fast and smooth. 
The jackleg can travel 18 inches, and 

with a 6-inch extension capability by re-
leasing a pin and lowering the inner leg, 
the total jack reach  is 24 inches. The 
LED lights are perfect for night hitch-
ing, and the umbilical cord holder is a 
welcome touch.

Retail pricing for the HSB5000R is 
around $350, but the jack can often be 
found at Camping World and other RV 
suppliers for less money. q

Husky Towing Products
877-544-4449, www.huskytow.com

(Above, from left) The holder for storing the umbilical cord attaches to the jackleg and 
protects the cord from weather. This accessory doubles as a platform for the included 
bubble level. A key fob allows remote control of the jack from nearby locations.

Tr
uc

k 
S

ys
te

m
 T

ec
hn

ol
og

ie
s,

 C
ir

cl
e 

1
3

0
 o

n 
R

ea
de

r 
S

er
vi

ce
 C

ar
d

Lippert Components, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card
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To send your submission, write to 10-Minute Tech, 2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 or email 10minutetech@trailerlife.com. 
Please include an illustration or photo, if applicable. Trailer Life will pay 
$35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.

Cutting Board 
at-the-Ready
I was looking for an easy way to secure the cutting board in 
my RV while still allowing it to be readily accessible. I took 
a 3M plastic hook that was deep enough to fi t the width of 
the cutting board and mounted it upside down on the wall 
behind the stove at the same height as the cutting board. 
Now all I do is slip the cutting board into the hook opening 
and push the bottom of the board against the wall with a 
nonslip pad underneath. This secures the cutting board 
when traveling, keeps it out of the way when not in use and 
is easily accessible when needed. 
Len Posner, Granada Hills, California 

No-Trip Satellite Cables
We discovered that the coaxial and power cables that 
run on the ground between the trailer and portable 
satellite dish on a tripod can be hazardous, especially 
in the dark. To minimize the chance of tripping, we use 
a bright-colored swim noodle. I carefully sliced halfway 
into the noodle lengthwise, then cut the noodle into two 
equal sections. At each campsite, we place the cables 
inside the noodle sections and lay them on the ground.
Tom Peterson, Hatboro, Pennsylvania

TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS

Easy-Connect 
Breakaway Cable
When we picked up our new travel trailer, the 
dealer advised us not to attach the breakaway 
cable to the ball mount or the receiver. Instead, he 
suggested that I drill a hole in my truck’s bumper 
and attach it there. I was reluctant to drill into the 
bumper, and instead took out one of the license-
plate bolts and replaced it with a stainless-steel 
eyebolt anchored behind the bumper with a fender 
washer and locknut. Now all I do is attach the cable 
to the eyebolt with a carabiner clip, and we are 
good to go.
Dann Yeager, Vestal, New York q

QUICK FIX
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RiversideResort.com

Everything you need is within reach.

RIVERSIDE RESORT RV PARK
LAUGHLIN, NEVADA

We’re pleased to o�er you the following special
Trailer Life Weekly Rate.*

                   $129 WEEKLY RATE
     Plus…Two Complimentary Choice Bu�ets and 

Two Complimentary Breakfast Bu�ets!

To Make Your Riverside RV Park Reservations
CALL 1.800.227.3849

ASK FOR THE TRAILER LIFE SPECIAL WEEKLY RATE.
*Excludes holidays and special event periods. Subject to availability. Two complimentary  

Choice Buffets and Breakfast Buffets per space, per week (excludes Sunday Champagne Brunch).  
Management reserves all rights. Offer expires April 16, 2016.

                   
Plus

RiversideRVPark.Mar2016.TLMagzne.indd   1 10/22/15   1:38 PM
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PRODUCTS 
WHAT’S NEW PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

To the Rescue
When it comes to RV ownership, 
making minor repairs is part of the 
real world. Rescue Tape is one of 
those products that can help mend 
leaking hoses or plumbing, insulate 
frayed wire or even serve as a 
temporary fan belt. Rescue Tape is 
a multipurpose silicone repair tape 
that has a 950-PSI tensile strength, 
and can handle temperatures up to 
500 degrees Fahrenheit and insulate 
up to 8,000 volts. Rescue Tape bonds 
to itself; wrap it around a pipe, and 
the leak is sure to stop. It can easily 
be used to shrink-wrap wire and is 
said to even seal hydraulic fi ttings. 
Available in a slew of sizes and colors, 
this military-inspired tape is fi re-
resistant, waterproof, extra resilient 
to chemicals and a must-have for 
any RVer. 

MSRP: $21.95, two-pack
702-953-0968, www.rescuetape.com
Circle 137 on Reader Service Card

Let There Be Light
Many older RVs have fl uorescent tube 
lighting in one or more areas. While 
these fi xtures are energy-effi cient, 
they often produce unfl attering light 
and can start to fl icker as they age. 
If you’ve been looking for a suitable 
alternative, M4 Products may have the 
answer with its new 12-volt DC LED 
Tube Lights. Offered in standard and 
hard-to-fi nd sizes, including 12- to 
36-inch and circular 8-inch tubes, 
these retrofi t lights use the natural 
sockets in existing fi xtures — simply 
rewire the fi xtures with the included 
installation materials that eliminate 
the ballast. More effi cient than fl uo-
rescents, M4 LED Tube Lights are 
available in three colors: Cool White 
(6,000k), Natural White (4,500k) and 
Warm White (3,200k). 

MSRP: Starting at $16.99
818-717-8840
www.m4products.com/tube-lights
Circle 136 on Reader Service Card

Thinking Smart
Filling up the holding tank unexpect-
edly while parking in a site without 
full hookups can make dumping 
more diffi cult, if you don’t want to 
vacate the spot. Portable tanks that 
can be fi lled and taken to the nearest 
dump station have been around for 
some time, and Thetford, one of the 
major manufacturers of such tanks, 
has refi ned its classic rolling model 
with the SmartTote2. The SmartTote2

portable waste tank is available in 
two- and four-wheel options and can 
carry from 12 to 35 gallons of waste 
without making a mess. It’s ready 
to use with many built-in provisions 
like an AutoStop Level Gauge and a 
retractable hose with a cap to prevent 
overfi lling (not available on the 
12-gallon model), rubber wheels and 
a tow strap or handle. 

MSRP: $97 to $319
800-543-1219, www.thetford.com
Circle 138 on Reader Service Card

by Chris Hemer and Kevin Livingston

Satellite TV Fit for a King
Portable satellite antennas have become a big part of the 
RV lifestyle — but the challenge is often where to mount them 
while in camp. King has introduced a new bracket that is designed 
for ultimate compatibility with all vehicles, according to the company, and is 
customized to fi t King Tailgater and King Quest portable satellite TV antennas. 
Installation is easy — simply attach the Portable Antenna Mount to the antenna 
and hang the mount on the window, ladder or other suitable place on the RV. 
No drilling is required, and heavy-duty mounting tape provides for installation 
on the side of an RV, if desired. The mounting bracket is constructed from high-
performance, automotive-grade polymer designed for outdoor use.  
MSRP: $34.99, 952-922-6889, www.kingconnect.com /product/portable-antenna-mount
Circle 139 on Reader Service Card q

PRODUCTSPOTLIGHT
� � �

� � �

Satellite TV Fit for a King
Portable satellite antennas have become a big part of the 
RV lifestyle — but the challenge is often where to mount them 
while in camp. King has introduced a new bracket that is designed 
for ultimate compatibility with all vehicles, according to the company, and is 
customized to fi t King Tailgater and King Quest portable satellite TV antennas. 
Installation is easy — simply attach the Portable Antenna Mount to the antenna 
and hang the mount on the window, ladder or other suitable place on the RV. 
No drilling is required, and heavy-duty mounting tape provides for installation 
on the side of an RV, if desired. The mounting bracket is constructed from high-
performance, automotive-grade polymer designed for outdoor use.  
MSRP: $34.99, 
Circle 139 on Reader Service Card
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* Information obtained from AAA of Colorado Plus RV plan at Colorado.aaa.com on 9/18/2015. O�er is available to Good Sam Club members new Roadside Assistance enrollments only and o�er expires 12/31/15. Benefits and services 
provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah, and Virginia; and by A�nity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to limitations 
set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure which can be found at www.GoodSamRoadside.com/MBBs. GRA44664 - 1015

GET MORE FOR YOUR MONEY WITH GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

$179 + $75 PER
DRIVER

$11295  $7995

FEATURES & BENEFITS AAA*

Unlimited Distance Towing to 
the Nearest Service Center YES NO

Member, Spouse and Dependent 
Children Covered YES NO

RV, Autos, Boat Trailers, Motorcycles YES NO

US, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, 
US Virgin Islands YES NO

Flat Tire Change and Roadside 
Tire Delivery YES NO

Certified RV technicians on staff and the 
nation’s largest RV-specific dispatch network YES NO

YEAR-END
SALES EVENT

$7995 $11295
PLUS – Get $15 Bonus Cash  
at Camping World!

Offer Expires 12/31/15, Join Today! 
CALL 1-800-605-6025               CLICK GoodSamRoadside.com

PLUS – Get $15 Bonus 
Cash at Camping World!
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PERFORMANCE CORNER TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS by Ken Freund

Vehicle Tracking Systems
Many of us spend a small fortune — OK, make that a large fortune — on fully 
equipped tow vehicles, recreational trailers, motorhomes and more. These 
big-ticket items require years of hard work and saving, yet can be gone in an 
instant if they cross paths with a thief.

Fortunately, technology can help 
keep what’s yours, yours — or aid 
in recovering it, if need be. About 25 
years ago, LoJack pioneered a vehicle-
tracking-and-recovery system that was 
so effective, it is still available today. 
Over the years, tracking systems have 
evolved, and many can do all sorts of 
useful things, from calling for help if 
you crash to unlocking doors if you’re 
locked out.

Vehicle tracking has become a 
large industry in a relatively short time, 
as it is helpful to many types of users. 
Police agencies, ambulance operators 
and trucking fl eets, as well as bus and 
taxi companies, all use them to see 
where their vehicles are, and more 
uses are found almost daily.

Tracking systems can provide a 
host of services, from confi rming that 
your tow vehicle, trailer or motorhome 
is still where you parked it, to helping 
law-enforcement authorities fi nd your 
vehicle after it has been stolen. Some 
will even tattle on your teenagers if 
they drive your vehicles with, let’s just 
say, a bit too much spirit.

These systems typically use a GPS 
network to accurately pinpoint vehicle 
location and communicate using radio 
waves via cellular-phone networks, 
satellites or both. Some alert systems 

immediately by your choice of text, 
email or phone. After authorities are 
notifi ed that the vehicle has been 
stolen, OnStar can pinpoint its location 
using GPS tracking. On many models, 
once a vehicle has been reported 
stolen, an OnStar adviser can send 
signals to block the engine from 
restarting or that slow the vehicle to 
prevent high-speed pursuits. OnStar 
also provides vehicle diagnostics, 
lockout help, navigation, roadside 
assistance, travel services and more.

Fiat Chrysler brands offer a 
system made by Hughes Telematics 
called Uconnect Guardian, which 
provides Bluetooth and can summon 
emergency assistance when needed, 
among other convenience features 
such as navigation. The Vehicle Finder 
smartphone app can be used to locate 
Uconnect-enabled vehicles on a map 
and provide directions to it.

Ford’s Sync system, which came 
out in 2007 and is now in its third 
generation, offers some telematics 
services via a Bluetooth or USB cable 
link from a cell phone to the vehicle. 
If a crash occurs, for instance, the 
Sync system uses the driver’s cell 
phone to call 911.

BMW’s ConnectedDrive system 

also broadcast other radio frequencies 
that allow tracking.

Original Equipment Systems
Telematics systems employ various 
wireless technologies to connect 
motor-vehicle occupants to outside 
sources of communication, informa-
tion, navigation, entertainment and 
other services. External connectivity 
is accomplished over cellular-phone 
networks, while Wi-Fi and Bluetooth 
systems are used for internal vehicle 
communication and connections to 
some hot spots.

There are two major types of 
vehicle telematics systems: embedded 
and non-embedded. Embedded 
systems use a built-in cell-phone 
system and typically require moni-
toring-service fees. Non-embedded 
systems utilize a cell phone connected 
to the vehicle systems either by wire 
or Bluetooth, and typically don’t have 
additional service fees.

Embedded systems have been 
available for quite a few years, and 
their features have increased and 
been refi ned. General Motors’ OnStar, 
introduced 20 years ago, offers many 
services, including stolen-vehicle 
assistance. If your vehicle’s alarm 
sounds, OnStar will contact you 
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waves via cellular-phone networks, 
satellites or both. Some alert systems 

services via a Bluetooth or USB cable 
link from a cell phone to the vehicle. 
If a crash occurs, for instance, the 
Sync system uses the driver’s cell 
phone to call 911.

assistance. If your vehicle’s alarm 
sounds, OnStar will contact you 

OnStar FMV, a replacement rearview mirror, 
offers some of GM’s OnStar benefi ts that 
include stolen-vehicle tracking, automatic 
crash response and roadside assistance, and 
is compatible with most non-GM vehicles.

GM’s OnStar, the auto industry’s fi rst embed-
ded telematics system, can connect to rep-
resentatives who provide vehicle tracking, 
emergency services and remote diagnostics.
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includes stolen-vehicle tracking and 
automatic collision detection and 
reporting, along with remote door 
unlocking and emergency light and 
horn activation. Mercedes-Benz offers 
Mbrace, which includes services 
similar to the BMW and GM systems. 
Several other manufacturers now offer 
factory-installed telematics systems, 
with more being added all the time.

Aftermarket Systems
Aftermarket tracking devices come 
with a variety of features and options. 
The LoJack system is one of the 
best-known aftermarket units. 
LoJack’s Stolen Vehicle Recovery 
System with the Early Warning option 
functions through a keychain fob that 
communicates directly with the LoJack 
unit installed in a vehicle. If the vehicle 
is driven and the keychain fob is not 
detected within that vehicle, LoJack 
sends an alert via a text, email and/or 
phone call, typically within 15 to 
30 minutes.

Once a vehicle is reported as stolen 
and processed by law-enforcement 
personnel, the LoJack system can be 
activated to emit a uniquely coded RF 
signal. Law-enforcement agencies 
can use the signal to track the vehicle, 
even in places with diffi cult radio-wave 
propagation, such as parking garages, 
shipping containers and heavily 
wooded areas. Activation is contingent 
upon the vehicle being within LoJack’s 
coverage area, which can be viewed at 
www.lojack.com/coverage.

Another type of tracking system 
has been spawned by on-board 
diagnostic (OBD) systems. Two 
examples are Linxup’s plug-in GPS 

Special Sale - NOW $499 COMPLETE
WITH FREE GROUND SHIPPING
To 48 Contiguous United States

Fish Anywhere, Anytime! Easy Carry, Easy Set Up!
Fish remote ponds lakes, motor across bays, 
explore scenic harbors. The Sea Eagle 9 
Fisherman’s Dream inflatable 
boat package includes two 5’ 
oars, foot pump, nylon carry 
bag, deluxe inflatable seats, high 
pressure inflatable floor  for easy 
portability and motormount to take 
electric motor or 3 hp engine.

Join us on 
/SeaEagleBoats 19 N. Columbia St., Dept TL016B Port Jefferson, NY 11777

Fish Anywhere, Anytime! Easy Carry, Easy Set Up!

THE $499 FISHING BOAT!

Visit SeaEagle.com to order & for more info 
or Call for Catalog 1-800-748-8066 M-F, 9-5 EST

Packs in 
a bag!
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examples are Linxup’s plug-in GPS 

LandAirSea’s SilverCloud Sync plugs into 
the OBD-II port under the steering column 
and conveys diagnostic information in 
addition to tracking the vehicle.
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PERFORMANCE CORNER

tracking device and LandAirSea’s 
SilverCloud Sync, both of which connect 
to the OBD-II port of any car or light 
truck manufactured since 1996. 
These Web-based systems track 
vehicle location in real time and can 
review driving history on interactive 
maps. Tools allow monitoring of driving 
habits such as speeding, harsh braking 
and rapid acceleration, which can be 
handy when a vehicle has been left for 
service or lent to other drivers. The 
systems also track vehicle mainte-
nance and odometer readings. Both 
Linxup and LandAirSea offer wired 
vehicle trackers as well.

OnStar FMV, an aftermarket 
rearview mirror with a built-in OnStar 
module, is available for retrofi tting 
on compatible non-GM vehicles. It 
replaces the vehicle’s original rearview 
mirror and offers some of the features 
of GM’s OnStar system, including sto-
len-vehicle tracking, automatic crash 
response, navigation and roadside 
assistance.

Asset Tracking Systems
Travel trailers and fi fth-wheels don’t 
have starting or ignition systems that 
can be monitored for tampering or 
unauthorized use. Therefore, they 
generally require different tracking 
systems. Many RVers also own 
various on- and off-road “assets,” 
such as ATVs, UTVs, motorcycles, 
boats, personal watercraft and other 

expensive motorized toys that are 
subject to theft. These can all be 
protected with aftermarket units 
known as asset trackers that run on 
built-in batteries, so there’s no power 
draw on the protected vehicle.

Spot’s Trace theft-alert tracking 
device acquires its coordinates from 
a GPS network. Because the Trace 
uses satellite technology instead 

Battery-powered 
trackers such as the 
LandAirSea Silver-
Cloud Tag (right) 
and the Spot Trace 
(far right) can moni-
tor the location of 
travel trailers, 
fi fth-wheels, ATVs, 
motorcycles and 
watercraft, and 
send email and 
cell-phone alerts.
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of cell towers, it can track vehicles 
outside the range of cellular 
networks. When movement is 
detected, an alert is routed to the 
owner’s phone or computer, and the 
asset can be monitored in near-real 
time on Google Maps.

LandAirSea offers the SilverCloud 
Tag, a pocket-size tracker that relies 
on GPS satellites and cellular-data 
service. The Tag can be placed in a 
vehicle’s glove box or other small 
compartment and monitored from 
any Internet-enabled device.

Linxup sells inexpensive, easy-to-
install trackers that use the AT&T 3G 
network and require monthly service 
fees. The Linxup AT3 and AT6 report 
once a day while stationary using a 
three-month rechargeable battery or 
every 10 minutes when powered and 
moving. Linxup’s ATSolar tracker runs 
for longer periods without recharging 
the battery. It reports once every three 
hours when stationary and every 10 
minutes when in motion.

Privacy and Security
Surreptitious tracking devices using 
these technologies are widely available, 
making it easy for users to secretly 
track the movements and whereabouts 
of vehicles. Suffi ce it to say, you never 
know who’s watching.

Security is another consideration, 
particularly after researchers hacked 
Fiat Chrysler’s Uconnect system on a 
reporter’s Jeep Cherokee last summer, 
disabling the engine and brakes, 
and causing the car to crash without 
harming the driver. Uconnect’s onboard 
software has since been updated to 
close the security gap. Owners need to 
visit a Fiat Chrysler dealer to have the 
patch installed or download it from the 
Internet to a USB storage device and 
install it via the vehicle’s USB socket.

Final Thoughts
Vehicle and asset tracking devices 
provide a host of benefi ts for a relatively 
low cost. There are many brands and 
models on the market beyond the ones 

listed here. An Internet search can fi nd 
them by typing in key words such as 
“vehicle tracking device.” Most are easy 
to install and use, and can provide peace 
of mind for owners of expensive vehicles 
that are regularly left unattended. As 
technology advances, we can expect 
these types of devices to offer even more 
features and for prices to decline. q

Sources
LandAirSea
847-462-8100
www.landairsea.com 

Linxup 
877-257-9709
www.linxup.com, www.linxupgps.com

LoJack
800-456-5225, www.lojack.com 

OnStar FMV
888-466-7827 
www2.onstar.com/web/fmv/home

Spot 
866-651-7768, www.fi ndmespot.com 
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RV CLINIC

THE TECH TEAM
KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certifi ed Master Technician, service man-
ager and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair. 

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 20 years and 
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

LEAKING WATER HEATER

Q Jim Snider’s “Winterizing Woes” 
letter in October’s RV Clinic about 

problems with his trailer’s leaking 
water heater sparked me to write. 
Each fall when I winterize my RV, I 
always bypass the water heater and 
drain it thoroughly. I have found that 
water still resides in the bottom of the 
tank and cannot be drained. I bought 
a plastic cooking baster and attached 
a foot-long piece of clear plastic tube. 
I suck out the remainder of the water 
and leave the drain plug out for the 
winter. I then use a paper towel to plug 
the drain hole, gas-igniter area and 
other places where spiders may decide 
to take up winter residence.
Jim Popovich, Mora, New Mexico

A It never hurts to be thorough, 
but that last little bit of water in 

the bottom of the water-heater tank is 
far less critical than leaving any water 
in the lines or fi ttings. Inside enclosed 
plumbing, when the water freezes 

and expands, it has nowhere to go and 
can burst a line, for example. The bot-
tom of the water-heater tank is bowl 
shaped, or more accurately, cylindri-
cal, with the wider convex side “up.” 
If any residual water freezes, it simply 
expands up into the open air space in 
the tank because there’s nothing to 
bind or trap it in place. Your sugges-
tion about removing the last of the 
water is a sound idea, though, and 
may help some readers who wish to 
do just that. — J.J.

WD HITCH APPLICATION

Q I’m considering buying another 
trailer and need clarifi cation on 

how a weight-distributing (WD) hitch 
may affect the allowable hitch weight 
in relation to the tow vehicle’s hitch 
capacity. My Tahoe has a 1,000-pound-
capacity receiver and a 3:42 rear end. 
It has an 8,500-pound towing capacity. 
The 30-foot trailer has 6,400 pounds 
dry weight and an 8,835-pound gross 

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

vehicle weight rating (GVWR), and has 
a stated 835-pound hitch dry weight. 
With front storage and LP-gas cylin-
ders, it wouldn’t take much to reach 
and exceed the 1,000-pound hitch 
rating. Two dealers told me that the 
WD hitch will compensate and spread 
the load, and that it would be OK. But 
I have read in Trailer Life that “hitch 
weight is hitch weight” and should not 
be exceeded. Can I safely exceed the 
hitch weight if using a WD hitch, and if 
so, what would a safe guideline be?
Niles Toole
North Augusta, South Carolina

A You are correct, Niles. A WD hitch 
doesn’t allow you to exceed any 

manufacturers’ towing-related speci-
fi cations, including hitch weight, tow 
rating, GVWR or gross combined weight 
rating (GCWR). The WD hitch helps dis-
tribute the weight between the tow 
vehicle’s front and rear axles, but the 
weight is still there. That 835-pound 
“dry” or fantasy hitch weight will rack 
up in a hurry, as you fi ll the LP-gas 
cylinders, add cargo and, depending 
on the location of the tank, fresh water 
to the trailer. I’d also keep an eye on 
your trailer’s weight, as that, too, adds 
up. Take the trailer to a certifi ed public 
scale to learn its real-world weights 
and go from there. — J.J.

STABILIZER STABILITY

Q We recently bought a used 2011 Keystone Montana 
35-foot fi fth-wheel. Our question is about stabilizing 

the trailer. After we lower the front feet and rear stabiliz-
ers, put the ratchet-style scissor chocks between the 
tires and place the kingpin on the hitch, the trailer still 
has a wobble effect, moving back and forth when we 
walk inside. How can we prevent this from happening? 
We even tried putting a little too much tension on the 
back stabilizers.
Jim and Janis McCullough, Buffalo, New York

A Even with those landing legs and stabilizer jacks 
deployed, most of the trailer weight is still riding on 

its suspension and tires, so it’s going to shift around a bit. 
You can buy various braces that help provide extra fore-
and-aft or lateral stiffness for jacks and stabilizers, and 
these can help a great deal with steadying your trailer 
when parked. Check out JT’s Strong Arm as one type of 
trailer-stabilizing product. — Jeff Johnston
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END CAPS REVISITED
November’s RV Clinic letters about 
prematurely faded and discolored 
Keystone end caps brought in a lot of 
reader comments about similar prob-
lems and other end-cap issues. Here 
are four of them. — J.J.

I don’t think the problem is oxidation. 
My son is going through the same thing 
with his Jayco. The end-cap has dull 
blotches in several places, and the 
dealer can’t seem to resolve the issue. 
My guess is that the RV manufacturers 
are all in the same general geographi-
cal area, and they all use the same 
vendor to manufacturer the end caps. 
I am familiar with the fiberglass and 
gelcoat process, and would bet that the 
problem is with the equipment used to 
apply the gelcoat to the mold. When the 
gelcoat is sprayed, there is a catalyst 
(MEKP) mixed with it at the spray gun. 
If the mix is not right at the gun, the 
end result will be small craters or dull 
areas in the finish. I suggest that the 
vendor consult with his spray equip-
ment supplier to resolve the problem.
Bill Land, Garland, Texas

I bought a new Sydney Outback by 
Keystone in 2013. The front cap began 
to fade within several months of 
ownership. Not only do I always wax 
my RVs, I also store them indoors. I 
contacted a local body shop and was 
told the fading is a result of improper 
primer on the fiberglass. This infor-
mation comes from the manager of a 
body shop that has been in business 
well over 25 years. I took my RV to the 
dealer, and the company repainted 
the front. Since the three letters were 
written by owners of 2013 and 2014 
Keystone products, I contend that this 
is not an oxidation problem caused by 
weathering or improper care.
Ken Baker, Greencastle, Pennsylvania

I had the same problem with my 2012 
Keystone Outback and tried everything 
to correct it. Finally, on my second trip 
to the dealer, I was told that it was a 
paint problem. The dealer advised me 
to take three pictures, and they would 
contact Keystone and let me know the 

outcome. Within two weeks, Keystone 
acknowledged the problem and offered 
to have my front cap repainted at no 
cost. That was done, along with placing 
new decals. Thank you, Keystone, for 
taking care of your customers.
W.H. Krizmanich, Columbia, Maryland

Thank you for the information about 
the gelcoat chemicals, guys. Some 
manufacturers use outside vendors, 
and others have in-house fiberglass 
facilities, and chemical problems can 
happen in either example. — J.J.

END-CAP CRACKING

Q Our 1995 Skyline Nomad fifth-
wheel end cap has been cracking 

along the sides for a number of years. 
A little caulk kept them under control, 
but now we have a large crack down 
the middle, starting at the roof and 
proceeding down the center. We lived 
in Minnesota at the time, and the local 
RV dealer said it was due to contrac-
tion during the cold winters. We have 
moved to Sioux Falls, South Dakota (a 
little warmer), but still have concerns. 
My research indicates the material 
is ABS, so I have applied Rhino glue 
to the 30-inch crack, which held this 
summer with limited use. Next sum-
mer we are heading back to Alaska for 
the seventh trip with this trailer. Any 
suggestions? After having a wet bed, 
which caused us to discover the crack, 
I covered the crack with white duct 
tape, which got us home from Alaska 
with no problems. 
Don Patrick, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

A Don, the cracks occurring on your 
20-year-old trailer seem like what 

can happen with almost any fiberglass 
component on an RV. Fiberglass is a 
wonderfully useful material for RVs, 
but it’s somewhat brittle. As an RV 
frame flexes, it places stress on the 
fastening points on a fiberglass compo-
nent, and sooner or later, stress cracks 
start to appear near those fasteners. 
The fact that your 20-year-old trailer is 
starting to show these cracks seems 
like a pretty reasonable lifespan for the 
product. A shop qualified to work on 
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RV CLINIC

fiberglass would be the best place to 
have this repaired, as it involves filling 
and refinishing the cracked areas. This 
type of repair won’t make the source 
of those cracks go away, but it will get 
your end cap looking good again for the 
duration. — J.J.

STEP-DOWN  
ELECTRICAL ADAPTERS

Q While browsing through my favorite 
RV-accessory store, I was sur-

prised to note that on the shelf was an 
electrical adapter to step down from a 
50-amp outlet to a 30-amp outlet, and 
then another electrical adapter was 
available to step down from a 30-amp 
outlet to a 20-amp or 15-amp outlet. 
If we choose to operate one or two 
1,500-watt electrical heaters from a 
hardware store on an extension cord to 
take the chill off, as my wife and I occa-
sionally do while camping, we are only 
actually protected by a 50-amp circuit 
breaker. Not a good electrical practice?
Oscar Wiltse
Flowery Branch, Georgia

A This type of step-down-adapter 
string works two ways. If you 

start with a campground power pole 
with a 50-amp receptacle and use 
step-down adapters to eventually run 
a 15-amp extension cord to your RV, 
then yes, you’re powered through a 
50-amp circuit breaker. However, you 
can run only as many appliances as 
you can normally power from a 15-amp 
connection because that’s what you 
are ultimately using to connect to the 
shore-power supply.

If, on the other hand, your RV has 
a 50-amp power cord and you’re using 
the step-down adapters to connect your 
RV to a 15-amp outlet, then you’re rout-
ing power through the 15-amp circuit 
breaker. As with the previous scenario, 
you can run appliances only up to that 
15-amp supply line and circuit-breaker 
capacity. That pair of 1,500-watt heat-
ers, if operated on High, would seri-
ously overload a 15-amp circuit. Stay 
plugged in to 30-amp or higher service, 
without the 30- to 15-adapter, and 
you’ll be fine. — J.J. 

$16995
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TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE

RV Marketplace
or Dealers &
Destinations

CONTACT:
Terry Thompson 
206-310-6234
terry.thompson@goodsam.com 

RV CLINIC

SELECTING AN RV

Q My wife and I have retired and in-
tend to sell our home and buy an 

RV for travel. For several years, we 
have subscribed to both MotorHome
and Trailer Life. We would really prefer 
a fi fth-wheel trailer, but due to our 
age, we are concerned about the three 
steps up to the bedroom area. We have 
been researching higher-end trailers 
but are unable to fi nd any that are 
generator-ready and equipped with 
instant hot water. Are you aware of any 
manufacturers that provide these op-
tions? We would appreciate any assis-
tance you can offer. 
Rick and Mary Day, Washoe Valley, Nevada

A If you are concerned about the 
steps up, you are probably bet-

ter off with a fl at-fl oor travel trailer or 
perhaps a motorhome. If you go with a 
fi fth-wheel trailer, since you have to tow 
it with a pickup truck or fl atbed, con-
sider mounting a generator just behind 
the cab. Many owners do this. It isolates 
the noise and vibration from the trailer, 
and you don’t lose storage space. If you 
insist on having a built-in genset, any 
good RV shop should be able to set one 
up, if you can’t get the manufacturer 
to build one in. Many fi fth-wheels are 
available with a generator-prep option, 
but it’s not commonly ordered, so you 
may need to look pretty deep to fi nd it 
on a specifi cation chart. 

Several brands of instant water 
heaters are designed just for RVs. The 
Truma AquaGo is receiving some very 
good reviews. These water heaters fi t 
in the same space as traditional tanks, 
so a dealer should not have a problem 
installing one for you. 

Don’t let a lack of these features be 
a deal breaker. If the trailer you want 
is not offered with these options, many 
manufacturers and dealers are fl exible 
about components when they want to 
make a sale. — Ken Freund

BATTERY DRAWS DOWN 

Q We have a 2011 Forest River Sur-
veyor Sport 186 trailer. It comes 

with one 12-volt battery. By the third 

day dry camping, I have only one light 
showing on the battery monitor with 
not a whole lot of juice left. It’s a new 
RV/marine battery. I have one small 
light on the refrigerator, one on the gas 
detector and one on the stereo, even 
when it’s off. I don’t even use the lights 
in the trailer for fear of wearing the 
battery down. There seems to be a fan 
that keeps going on and off all the time 
— not sure if it’s from the refrigerator 
or the converter. My power converter is 
a Cheng model WF-8955EC. Does the 
trailer need two batteries, or is there 
a possible problem? When running 
the small generator I have with 9-amp 
output, can I hook up directly from the 
120-volt AC power-cord plug to the 
generator or use the battery clips and 
put them on my battery, or do I need to 
bring a battery charger with me?
Tom Grimm, Warrenton, Oregon

A Your trailer has a lot more power 
draws than you realize, and to get 

three days of dry camping from one 
charge on one battery is actually quite 
good. Keep in mind that it is not good 
for conventional lead-acid batteries to 
be drawn down to less than 50 percent 
charge. If you are presently drawing 
your battery down deeper than that, 
you may need to add a second battery, 
or you may consider charging it more 
often or adding solar panels. 

If you decide to add a second battery, 
the existing battery should be replaced at 
the same time. If they aren’t replaced in 
pairs, you may fi nd that, as the older one 
weakens with age, it may start to “canni-
balize” the stronger, newer one, drawing 
power from it when the two are con-
nected in parallel. Some owners install a 
battery-selector switch (such as the ones 
from Perko) so they can use one battery 
at a time and isolate them.

You can plug your trailer into the 
generator, provided you don’t have a 
total power draw higher than 9 amps. 
However, the power converter will 
likely take longer to fully charge the 
battery than a separate battery char-
ger. Connecting the battery-charging 
clips generally provides an unregulated 
charging rate and is not an effi cient 
way to charge your battery. — K.F.

(continued from page 76)

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Now, more money-saving  
reasons to join!

GoodSamClub.com
Join today at

• Good Sam RV Park Camping Discounts
• Camping World Club Pricing
• Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane & Dump  
 Station Discounts 
• Plus Many More!

1.800.234.3450or call

201601 TL marketplace layout.indd   11/13/15   10:11 AM   - 79 -    (Cyan)201601 TL marketplace layout.indd   11/13/15   10:11 AM   - 79 -    (Magenta)201601 TL marketplace layout.indd   11/13/15   10:11 AM   - 79 -    (Yellow)201601 TL marketplace layout.indd   11/13/15   10:11 AM   - 79 -    (BlacK)



Classifi eds TRAILERS, ACCESSORIES, REAL ESTATE AND MORE!

80  TRAILER LIFE  January  2016  

ACCESSORIES

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint -- 
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV & 
Ozone resistant -- good to 300  ̊F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com         

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991 
To buy 800-272-0401 
To sell 800-952-0401 
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.     

HELP WANTED 

Earn While You Travel. Up to 65% Commission. 
Complimentary RV Site While Working. Need 
self-motivated people with computer 
& sales experience. Adventure Awaits!!! 
800-832-3292 • SoutheastPublications.com    

HOMES FOR SALE

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas 
Retama Village -  Supersites $50s.  
RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.  
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com            

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas 
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village 
RV Lots $20s, RV Casitas $120s.  
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com                     

MAIL FORWARDING

Good Sam Mail Service - Complete Mailbox 
Mgmt Online! Access your postal mail 24/7 
Req a scan for that urgent letter and its 
contents. Unique physical address in FL. 
No state income tax. Plans as low as $9/mo. 
877-388-2753 • www.goodsammailservice.com 

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates 
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$ 
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel 
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties 
www.AmericasMailbox.com/TL Call Us First!! 

OUR MAIL TRAVEL SERVICE • 800-723-0110 
Merritt Island, FL No State Income Tax  
NO ADDRESS-USE OURS FOR LOW VEHICLE REG 
25 Yrs Exp • FREE BROCHURE • mailtravelservice.com  

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

BUY OR SELL RVS ONLINE! RVT.com ® 
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD. 
70,000+ RVs for Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings. 
www.RVT.com or 1-877-705-0025  

RV REGISTRY 
www.rvregistry.com 
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels 
For Sale by Owners 
No Sales Commissions 
Buyers/Sellers   800-546-8457 

RV FINANCING

www.TOYHAULERFINANCING.COM 
Rates from 3.59%, 1996 and NEWER 
Extended Service Contracts 
www.RVWARRANTY.COM

RV SHOWS> 

HOUSTON RV SHOW 
Feb. 10-14, 2016-- NRG Center 
361.790.5300 
houstonrvshow.com     

RVS WANTED

I BUY MOTORHOMES & RVs 
CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff! 
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours. 
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!! 
NATIONWIDE 321-332-8410      

SERVICES

       

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE! 
We guarantee BEST service and price 
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding 
Call    888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net   

ACTION SERVICES, LLC 
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney 
No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees 
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service 
Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com      

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS 
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save  
over the past 20 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for  
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com 
Mountain States Consulting   800-565-4504         

TOURS

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES 
Pre-Planned, Safe and Organized RV Tours 
and Rallies for those who enjoy the journey. 
FREE RV Travel Guide - Call 800-952-8496

Guided RV Tours & Rallies 
Lower 48•Alaska•Canada•Mexico•Overseas 
Free RV Vacation Catalog & 1st Timer 5% Discount 
844-712-1077 or www.adventurecaravans.com           

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

2010 VOLVO CLASS 8, AUTO 500 HP, 
13 spd auto, condo w/dinette, bunks, 
toilet, incredible storage, Smart Car loader. 
623-451-7121 mountainmaster.net   

 

 

www.HeggenLawOffice.com 
888.777.5032 

 

 

 

Call to speak with a licensed MT 
Attorney about forming a LLC 
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For advertising information contact Katey Purgatorio:
Phone 847-229-6756    Fax 270-495-6278    Email Katey.Purgatorio@goodsam.com 
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Classifi ed Department, 3431 S. 257th Street, Kent, WA 98032

2010, 1999 & 2000 RV HAULERS & 2009 NEW HORIZON 
DIESEL, AUTO, all air ride, low miles, huge 
storage, hitches, beautiful interiors. 
mountainmaster.net 623-451-7121   

2006 MED DUTY TRUCK, RV, BIKE CARRIER 
275 auto, 43K mi, auto, std cab seats 3 & is 
shorter than my pickup, all air ride $39K. 33’ 5th 
Load MC, Quad, Rhino $15K. 623-451-7121         

TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

	
  

2016	
  DRV	
  Elite	
  Suites	
  38RSSA:	
  Loaded	
  

	
  
NEW 2016 DRV ELITE SUITES 38RSSA: Loaded 
MSRP: $176,841 Avg of 30% off MSRP 
Guar Best Price! More info at 877-643-7532. View 
Full Line of New/Used Units. www.rvsforless.net 
#1 USA Dealer 2011 - 2014                         

	
  

2016	
  HEARTLAND	
  

	
   
NEW 2016 Heartland Landmark 
Bath and 1/2. Loaded Only $87,900. Guar Best 
Price! 877-643-7532 New units-Loaded. Cust order 
avail no chg. View New/Used Units www.rvsforless.net 
#1 USA Dealer 2012 - 2014      

TRAILERS FOR SALE

2012 OUTDOORS TIMBER RIDGE 240RBS 
Full Four Season, 29.5 ft. New tires, batteries, 
brakes. Elect. jack, awning, XL fridge, dining 
slide, WD hitch. Non-smoker, no pets. Many 
extras. $24,500. Colorado. 303-647-2136.

Classifi ed Rates
Private Parties: 
$32 per line, four-line minimum. 
40 characters and spaces per line.
Add $65 for color photo. 
All red text add $25.

Commercial: 
$74 per line, four-line minimum, 40 
characters and spaces per line. 
For photo ads (limited to RVs and real 
estate), add $95 B/W or $115 color. 
For logo add $95 B/W, $115 color. No 
category limitations for logos. All red 
text add $50.

Display Advertising: 
1” ad B/W $395. 2” ad B/W $675. 
Add $75 for color. 
Frequency discounts apply.

Payment: Check, VISA, MasterCard,
Discover, American Express.
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com 
Phone: (847) 229-6756
Fax: (270) 495-6278
Mail: Trailer Life
 Attn: Classifi ed Dept. 
 3431 S. 257th Street 
 Kent, WA 98032

HAVE A QUESTION? » Email our 
experts at rvclinic@trailerlife.com or write 
to RV Clinic, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, 
Oxnard, California 93036. Include your full 
name and hometown. No phone calls, please.

RV CLINIC

TOW-RATING QUESTION

Q My wife and I have a Coachmen 
Freedom Express 246RKS that 

weighs 4,806 pounds dry. We started 
out pulling it with a 2008 Dodge 
Dakota with the 4.7-liter V-8 fi ve-
speed automatic transmission with 
3:92 gears, with a tow rating of 7,050 
pounds. Everything was fi ne until 
we decided to go to Branson, Mis-
souri. Going up some of the steep 
grades, the transmission overheated. 
So, on returning home, we bought a 
new 2015 Ram 1500 with the Hemi 
engine, six-speed transmission and 
3:92 gears, with a tow rating of 10,360 
pounds. Can we safely go to a larger 
trailer in the 5,500- to 6,000-pound 
dry-weight range? We usually carry 
around 500 pounds of equipment 
or less with us. I also use a weight-
distributing hitch.
Robert Templeton, via email

A Your present truck should handle 
your trailer fi ne. However, I highly 

recommend that you refrain from using 
dry weights when fi guring tow ratings 
and capacities. These weights don’t 
exist in the real world and only get 
people in trouble by encouraging over-
loading. Instead, use the trailer’s gross 
vehicle weight rating (gvwr) as the 
actual weight, until you have weighed 
your fully loaded trailer on a truck 
scale (which everyone should do). I also 
recommend installing a transmission 
fl uid temperature gauge, which could 
have saved you a transmission, and 
therefore a tow vehicle.

As a fi nal suggestion, be sure you 
manually shift from Overdrive (OD) 
to Drive (D) when you’re towing on 
grades. If you leave the transmission in 
OD, it’s going to be “hunting” back and 
forth to the lower gears when climbing. 
That hunting can lead to transmission 
overheating, and shifting to D helps 
eliminate that problem.  — K.F. q
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AMERICA’S 
OUTBACK GULF SHORES, ALABAMA

To connect with Bill, email roadscribe@aol.comKEEP IN TOUCH

(Above) Riding 
Segways through
the campground 
at Gulf State Park. 
(Right) Sailaway 
Charters boat captain 
Skip Beebe opens 
some oyster shells 
that he scooped 
off the bottom of 
Wolf Bay on the 
Intracoastal Water-
way in Alabama.

Alabama’s Sweet Spot
A seaside vacation treasure surrounds 
the cities of Gulf Shores and Orange Beach 
where white sand and warm breezes 
greet visitors year-round

article and photos by Bill Graves

A labama isn’t as well known for its 
beaches and oceanfront hangouts 

as its next-door neighbor, Florida. But 
what Alabama has at Gulf Shores and 
Orange Beach is spectacular — miles 
of wide beaches with sugar-white sand 
and warm breezes off the Gulf of Mexico. 

Between the two coastal cities, 
6,150-acre Gulf State Park has one of 

the longest stretches of RV campsites in the country. Nearly 
500 sites spread out for almost 3 miles on both sides of the 
state park’s main road. The park has another 11 miles of 
paved trails that are popular with bicyclists. In just a couple 
of hours, I was able to see the whole park while riding the 
trails on a Segway with a group and a guide.

For the uninitiated, a Segway is a battery-powered 
two-wheeled vehicle that you ride while standing up. It was 
tricky stepping on it at fi rst, as I was not sure who was in 
control — the gyroscopic sensors or me. Once I got the 
hang of it, it was great fun, and I was rolling along at 10 to 
12 MPH. We stopped at a couple of lakes and took pictures 
of an alligator.  

The park is centered on this long island that can be 
accessed via State Route 59 or the Beach Express toll route. 
The Mobile Bay Ferry makes a 30-minute run from Dauphin 
Island to Fort Morgan on the island’s western tip.

The 42-mile-long island is separated from the main- 
 land by the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway that runs from 
Brownsville, Texas, to Carrabelle, Florida, a distance of 
1,050 miles. The sheltered waterway provides a channel 
with a depth of 12 feet, designed primary for barge traffi c. 
It was completed in 1949.

With some friends, I spent an afternoon boating on the 
waterway with Skip Beebe, who runs Sailaway Charters and 
knows these waters well. He could see that I was fascinated 
by the snub-nosed pusher boats maneuvering a chain of 
barges up the narrow canal. He said that the boats usually 
push four barges, sometimes fewer. On their trek east, they 
are loaded with coal, and sometimes liquid fuel. 

Skip said that he had a pusher captain on his boat one 
time. The captain told him that barges carrying gasoline on 
the waterway replace hundreds of tanker trucks that would 

otherwise be required to move it, thus relieving traffi c and 
making travel safer and more pleasant for the rest of us. 

Skip took the boat into Wolf Bay, where we watched a 
dolphin splashing around in shallow water catching fi sh. 
Skip would watch for a slight ripple on the water and then 
tell us where the dolphin would come up next for air. He 
was always right. 

He eased the boat up next to a fl oat that marked a crab 
pot and pulled the pot up to show us a popular item on 
the menu of most restaurants here — fresh crab. Then he 
lowered an oyster claw into the water to scrape the bottom. 
It looked like two long-handled rakes attached together. 
What he grabbed on the bottom, which included several 
oysters, he dumped onto the deck of the boat. 

Skip said that oysters are fi lter feeders, drawing in 
water from which they extract plankton and other stuff 
off the bottom. An oyster can fi lter more than a gallon of 
water an hour. “That’s why I don’t eat them raw,” he said. 
“But my wife does.”

Most of the beaches here are public, and there’s no sign 
of oil from the Deepwater Horizon spill more than fi ve years 
ago. During my stay, beach umbrellas and portable beach 
chairs were lined up a few feet back from the water’s edge, 
but everybody had a front-row seat. A sandcastle here is at 
risk of a high tide but never a crowd.

Welcome to America’s Outback. q
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STOP SHORTER

American Engineered. American Manufactured. American Owned. © 2015 Titan International, Inc. TWI, Quincy, IL. All Rights Reserved. 
* Information based on stopping 15,500 lbs. at 60 mph, trailer brakes only

1.800.USA-BEAR | www.titan-intl.com/trailer-components

• Fits all trailers

• Easy to install

• Includes all components

When the unexpected happens, peace of mind is knowing the 

equipment you’re pulling features Titan Brakerite Actuators and 

Disc Brakes. Our advanced technology improves your stopping 

distance by over 50 percent compared to electric drum brakes.* 

Contact us today and get on the road to improved braking.

ACTUATOR DISC BRAKES

Titan Tire, Circle 126 on Reader Service Card

83 TITAN TIRE.indd   11/10/15   11:00 AM   - 83 -    (Cyan)83 TITAN TIRE.indd   11/10/15   11:00 AM   - 83 -    (Magenta)83 TITAN TIRE.indd   11/10/15   11:00 AM   - 83 -    (Yellow)83 TITAN TIRE.indd   11/10/15   11:00 AM   - 83 -    (BlacK)



Titan Fuel Tanks, Circle 125 on Reader Service Card
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