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of family fun, and over the course of that time, fun looks remarkably the same. of family fun, and over the course of that time, fun looks remarkably the same. of family fun, and over the course of that time, fun looks remarkably the same. of family fun, and over the course of that time, fun looks remarkably the same. 
Generations later, we celebrate the memories made with a Jayco RV nearby. 
Today, as the largest family-owned RV manufacturer in the world, we promise 
to build family-friendly products that will outlast just about everything but your 
memories. Join us in our generations of family fun.memories. Join us in our generations of family fun.

For more information visit www.generationsoffamilyfun.com.For more information visit www.generationsoffamilyfun.com.

This 1986 brochure cover inspired our 2015 photography.
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DRIVER’S 
SEAT AUGUST

Knowing How 
Things Work
A little knowledge can make a big 
difference when we’re on the road

With the summer travel season in full swing, we’re relying on our RVs to take 
us to our favorite destinations and provide all the comforts of home without 

interruption. RVs are not inherently perfect because of the complexity of multiple 
systems that must work under extreme conditions (read; rough roads and lots 
of bouncing around). While I’ve said this before, it bears repeating: RVs must be 
serviced regularly to maintain system integrity — and knowing how things work will 
give you a leg up over troubleshooting woes.

Case in point: the battery charging system. Everyone knows that RVs use 
batteries to power the 12-volt DC electrical system, but it’s surprising how many 
owners have no clue how they get charged. When surveying owners, we discovered 
that they typically know there’s a “contraption somewhere” that charges the battery 
when plugged into 120-volt AC power but are usually unaware that most onboard 
converter/chargers are not designed to keep batteries conditioned properly.

As you’ll ascertain in the article “Power Up” on page 46, standard fare converters 
provide only a fl oat charge. If you never camp unhooked, you’ll likely not be bothered 
by batteries that are damaged by sulfation — a process that limits battery capability.

But if you want to have ultimate versatility—and use your RV independently of 
hookups — you’ll be happy to learn that modern multistage charging leads to better 
battery effi ciency and increased longevity. Without battery power, things like the 
refrigerator, furnace, water pump and lights will cease to operate — deal breakers 
when trying to enjoy a trip.

Keeping our rigs in tiptop shape while on the road is only part of the equation; 
securing our stationary homes is equally as important. While technology has made 
it easier to monitor our possessions, there are a number of basic (or old-fashioned) 
things that can be done to make our stationary homes look lived in while we’re away. 
The article “Home Alone” on page 51 has some sound advice combining modern 
technology and common sense. The bottom line: Smartphones are incredibly useful 
as communication devices that keep tabs on our homes, but having a neighbor or 
friend physically check the premises is also a vital part of the process.

Changing gears, literally, take a look at Performance Corner on page 58. The 
right axle ratio can make a big difference in towing effi ciency, but you have to strike 
a balance between good solo mileage and getting up the hill fi rst.

It’s all part of knowing how things work. q

— Bob Livingston, publisher
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COME UP AND SEE ME SOMETIME
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LETTERS 
AUGUST

TrailManor Fervor
As owners of a TrailManor camping 
trailer and subscribers to your 
magazine, we would like to thank you 
for featuring the 2417 Sport in your 
June issue. It is a great trailer. For a 
non-canvas RV and easy towing, you 
can’t beat it!

Perhaps the best feature is the 
online TrailManor Owner’s Forum 
where owners exchange information, 
modifi cations they have done and 
problem solving. It is a terrifi c resource.
Linda Worden and Dennis Ketcham 
Hudson Valley, New York

Thank you for featuring the Trail-
Manor on your June cover and in your 
magazine. I own a 2010 model 2619 
and love it.
Karen Anderson, via email

We are new TrailManor owners 
(model 2417) and love it! Thank you 
to author Chris Hemer for sharing 
the great advantages of TrailManor 
with the world. It is effi cient to tow 
because of low fuel consumption, 
easy to park in a residential garage 
and has tremendous interior living 
space. Bravo!
Peter Howe, Keene, New Hampshire

Unusual Trailers
In your June Letters column, Mr. 
Wilcox mentioned Safari Condo Alto 
trailers. They are very well made (in 
Canada) and should be selling down 
here in my opinion. Check out the 
website (www.safaricondo.com).

Secondly, regarding Chris Hemer’s 
test of the TrailManor 2417KS Sport, 
he states, “The low counter height 
takes some getting used to while 
preparing meals and such, but those 
who appreciate the versatile nature 
of a trailer like this one shouldn’t 
be bothered by this.” We owned an 
Aliner trailer for two years that also 
featured low cabinets to accom-
modate its fold-up status. My wife is 
5 feet 1 inch tall, and we never got 
used to the backache those cabinets 

gave us twice a day while cooking and 
cleaning. We loved our Aliner, but if it 
weren’t for the airbed we slept on, we 
would have sold it sooner. 
Dallen Bounds, Olympia, Washington

Yukon Integrated 
Brake Control
In the article on the Hopkins inSight 
Flex-Mount brake control in the June 
issue, it’s mentioned that you were 
not aware of any SUVs that come with 
a factory-installed brake controller. 
Our 2015 GMC Yukon does have an 
excellent integrated brake control.
Curtis Colleen, Waterford, Michigan

Trailers for Two
Per R.J. Harper’s letter asking about 
trailers for two in the June issue, take 
a look at Cruiser RV. I have the 21-foot 
ViewFinder with a slide, a front bath 
and a queen bed. The slide holds the 
couch, and the table is a foldup, which 
I don’t use. If there are two of you, I 
would use TV trays. There is storage 
under the couch and, if I remember 
correctly, under the queen bed. I 
special ordered quad bunks for my 

grandkids. You may order the front 
kitchen if you want a smaller bath. 

I have a Chevy 1500 with a 5.3-liter 
gas engine and have been out West 
and East. Last summer there were 
fi ve of us on a trip to Washington, D.C. 
for a week. It was a little tight, but we 
made it, no problem.

The only change I would make 
is to have the convection/microwave 
rather than the LP-gas cooktop and 
oven. The front bath is 60 square feet, 
and there is a 32-inch walk-in shower 
and plenty of storage. 
Charlotte Day, Little Rock, Arkansas

In R.J. Harper’s letter, he asks for 
more articles on trailers in the 20-foot 
range. My wife and I found a gently 
used 18-foot Skyline with a queen bed 
with access on both sides — so we 
don’t have to crawl over each other for 
that midnight run. The dinette is small 
but comfortable for two people. The 
trailer weighs only 2,700 pounds dry, 
and we pull it with our midsize SUV. 
A local dealer told us that when they 
get a used trailer this size, it lasts only 
a day on the lot. 

YOUR OPINIONS, STORIES AND FEEDBACK

I was pleased to see Kristopher Bunker’s article on the 
Rockwood Windjammer in the May issue. My wife and I 
own a 2012 model that is close to identical to the one tested. We have the 
dinette, rather than the table and chairs. I would say that the vinyl recliners 
are well worth the extra cost, but otherwise I agree with most of the article. 
It is a very comfortable trailer for two and an occasional guest. It has ample 
storage and tows beautifully behind our Ram pickup.
Al Bruenger, Oakley, Kansas

LETTEROF THE MONTH★★★

AUGUST

Happy Campers

(continued on page 11)

TL1408 Letters.indd   6/12/14   2:40 PM   - 8 -    (Cyan)TL1408 Letters.indd   6/12/14   2:40 PM   - 8 -    (Magenta)TL1408 Letters.indd   6/12/14   2:40 PM   - 8 -    (Yellow)TL1408 Letters.indd   6/12/14   2:40 PM   - 8 -    (BlacK)



SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.800.626.5944    |    CampingWorld.com 
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n  Pay only for the months you use
n No term contracts
n No charge to start or stop monthly service
n  Programming for as little as $44.99 per month!

$50
INSTANT REBATE*

with Purchase of Any  

Winegard Satellite Antenna  

AND 

#73912 DISH ViP® 211z  

Satellite Television  

Receiver 

Pathway® X1 o�ers:
n  Compactness and high portability at only 14.3"D x 

13.5"H and 10 lbs.
n Easy conversion to roof mount (kit sold separately)
n Fastest satellite acquisition 
n SD and HD programming for two TVs

#74562 Club SALE $499 
Reg. $549

Visit any SuperCenter to see our full selection of Winegard Satellite Antennas!
* Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Limit one receiver per antenna. Offer expires 7/27/14.
**All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection 
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State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer expires 1/16/15.
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•  Emergency Medical Evacuation •  RV/Vehicle Return Service
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extra cushioning and provides a great 
night’s sleep. Page Bedding offers gel 
and pillow-top mattresses, and there’s 
a separate website for RV products.

We hope everyone can get the same 
happy snoozing. We love Trailer Life!
Mark Woodworth, Westminster, Maryland

Enjoyed the article on RV mattresses. 
We’ve been using a Select Comfort 
(Sleep Number) mattress since 
2000. It’s a queen-size with two air 
chambers, fits the bed platform and 
is the most comfortable place to sleep 
either of us have ever had.

The air pump was placed comfort-
ably inside the lift-up bed platform 
for underbed storage, and we drilled 
two holes for the tubes connecting 
the pump and the mattresses. We can 
each control the firmness of our sides 
of the bed by using a battery-operated 
remote that comes with the mattress.

The only drawback is that you must 
deflate the mattress when climbing 
in altitude, otherwise you risk a large 
“pop” and will be looking for a new 
mattress. We’ve been everywhere from 
Alaska to Texas and deflate the bed 
when climbing mountains.
Jo Ann Soden, Pahrump, Nevada

Great Advice
In your May issue, there was a 
10-Minute Tech tip from Jack Bell 
regarding homemade stabilizers made 
from 2x4s and ratcheting tie-downs. 
It looked promising, and I already had 
everything except for the eyebolts, so 
I made a set. They really worked! The 
only things I added were some scraps 
of plywood between the 2x4 and the 
ground. Total investment was about 
$4, and it took about 90 percent of the 
movement out of the travel trailer.
Lee Davern, Duluth, Minnesota q

Write to: Trailer Life, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 93036 
or email info@trailerlife.com. Please include your full name and location.TALK TO US!

LIGHT WEIGHT, QUIET
AND POWERFUL

POWERFUL | DURABLE | RELIABLE

YAMAHA
POWER PRODUCTS

™

Powerful, portable and retro-cool, delivering maximum effort. 
It weighs only 44 pounds and features an extra-large handle 
for easy transport to almost anywhere. It’s whisper quiet 
and meets the strictest environmental standards – simply the 
smartest way to power up.
To see our entire generator line or locate your nearest Yamaha dealer, 
visit yamahamotorsports.com/powerproducts
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Specifi cations subject to change without notice.

©2014 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. 
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Our biggest gripe 
was that the cabinets had no dividing 
shelves, which I’ve since added. We also 
added plastic bins to the cabinets so we 
can utilize every inch of storage back in 
the hard-to-reach corners.
Dave Carter, Phoenix, Arizona

Good Night’s Sleep
Chris Hemer’s article on RV mat-
tresses in the June issue was good for 
a chuckle. We always feel lucky when 
we hear people complain about the bad 
beds in their campers. Back in 2003 
when we purchased our new Sunline 
T-280SR, it came with a full-size 60- x 
80-inch queen mattress from Page 
Bedding Company of Johnstown, Penn-
sylvania (www.pagebedding.com). It’s 
an innerspring mattress and the most 
comfortable bed we own.

Last year, while camping in Penn-
sylvania, we drove over to Johnstown 
and bought a mattress and box spring 
from the company to use at home. The 
new bedding has a layer of foam for 
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article and photos by Paula Loehr

NEWS | EVENTS | PEOPLE | PLACES | PARKS | RV TRENDS              by Donya Carlson

AROUND
THE BEND

The Quiet Side of Acadia
Maine’s tranquil Schoodic Peninsula delights visitors with
cobblestone beaches, tide pools, wildlife and hiking trails

The Quiet Side of Acadia
Maine’s tranquil Schoodic Peninsula delights visitors with

RVers revere the grand state of 
Maine for its evergreen forests, 
crystal-clear lakes, blueberry fi elds, 
climbable mountains, iconic moose 
population and fresh-caught lobster. 
Among the top travel destinations is 
Acadia National Park, headquartered 
“Downeast” in Bar Harbor. Acadia 
is a 40,000-acre preserve covering 
a splendid stretch of seacoast and 
offshore islands.

The Schoodic Peninsula, Acadia’s 
only mainland-based section, is an 
easy hour’s drive north of Bar Harbor. 
Schoodic delights visitors with the 
same sorts of cobblestone beaches, 
pink granite cliffs, churning ocean 
and pine trees that attract throngs 
of summer tourists to the bustling 
Mount Desert Island portion of the 
park near Bar Harbor. On the Schoodic 
Peninsula, you can revel in spectacu-
lar views of Frenchman Bay, drop a 
fi shing line from the fl oating pier at 
Frazer Point’s picnic area or hike a 
marked trail to the top of Schoodic 
Head, all without fending off crowds.  

The one-way loop drive around 
the peninsula renders sightings 
of soaring ospreys and peregrine 
falcons. Land-based critters such 
as red fox, white-tailed deer and 
chipmunks also live at Schoodic. We 
were lucky enough to spot a prickly 
porcupine lumbering along. 

You can count on seeing misty 
offshore islands, a classic lighthouse 
or two and plucky seagulls sporting 
bright white and gray plumage. The 
6-mile loop is suitable for cycling as 
well as driving. Convenient turnouts 
offer ample opportunities for sight-
seeing and photo ops.   

The road at the southern end 
of the peninsula accommodates 
two-way traffi c moving to and from 
Schoodic Point, where thundering 
ocean waves pound full force against 
rock walls. On horizontal granite 
slabs leading to the Atlantic Ocean, 
you can explore the tide pools.

Plan to visit the picture-perfect 
village of Winter Harbor where 
you can sample a bowl of chowder 

or buy berries and maple syrup at 
the seasonal farmer’s market. The 
area’s annual Lobster Festival falls 
on August 9 this year (www.acadia-
schoodic.org/lobster-festival). 

Local galleries feature oil 
paintings and watercolor workshops. 
At the Winter Harbor 5&10, pick up a 
carved wooden shorebird or lobster 
lollipop. From mid-June through the 
last Saturday in September, you can 
board a passenger ferry for a cruise 
to Bar Harbor.

On Schoodic’s outskirts, 
freshwater lakes and ponds are ideal 
for swimming, paddling, fi shing and 
wildlife watching.  

At Winter Harbor’s MainStay 
Cottages and RV Park, enjoy the view 
of Henry Cove from the comfort of a 
full-hookup campsite (207-963-5561, 
www.mainstaycottages-rvpark.com).

Schoodic Chamber of Commerce
www.acadia-schoodic.org
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In Your Element
EverGreen RV has introduced two new fl oorplans for the 
Element towable line for 2015, with plans for two more 
on the way. The company calls the travel trailer “a fusion 
of classic American design and the latest in automotive 
aerodynamics.” The dual-slide Element has a light-
weight DuraLite double-welded aluminum structure 
and an aerodynamic exterior designed for improved fuel 
economy. The trailer also features a spread-axle design, 
Equa-Flex suspension, automotive-grade aluminum 
wheels and upgraded radial tires.

The 29-foot 9-inch 26RBSS’s dry weight is 5,950 
pounds, and it has an 8,795-pound gross vehicle weight 
rating (GVWR). The larger 31-foot 11-inch 28RLSS’s dry 
weight is 6,453 pounds and it has an 8,795-pound GVWR. 
It has a wrap-around sofa at the back. Both models 
have a 56-gallon freshwater tank, 30-gallon gray- and 
blackwater tanks, and 14-gallon LP-gas capacities. 
Inside, the Element has Corian countertops, an island 
kitchen, residential-style upholstered furniture, ceiling 

crown molding, AM/FM/CD/DVD stereo and a lift-up 
60- x 80-inch queen bed with gas struts and storage. In 
the bathroom is a 4-foot fi berglass shower/tub with a 
seat and a hand sprayer. Two neutral decor choices are 
available, Selenium and Tungsten. Base MSRP for the 
26RBSS is $36,242 and $38,500 for the 28RLSS.
EverGreen Recreational Vehicles, 574-825-4298 
www.goevergreenrv.com

Recreation Enhancement
The American Recreation Coalition (ARC) testifi ed before 
the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Natural 
Resources on reauthorization of legislation that allows 
federal agencies to collect and retain entrance and 
recreation fees. Under existing provisions, fees generate 
more than $300 million annually to support federal 
recreation programs.

“We celebrate the marvelous shared legacy of our Great 
Outdoors — one in three acres of the surface of the nation 
managed by federal agencies and hosting well in excess of 
a billion recreation visits annually,” Derrick Crandall, ARC 
president, told the panel. Crandall noted that tight budgets 
made recreation fees even more important to federal 
agencies, but inadequate communications by the agencies 
and failure to set up convenient and cost-effective fee 
programs have lessened support by recreationists. ARC’s 
testimony urged new outreach efforts by federal agencies.

“Americans gain little from great places that are 
invisible to them. And much of the great outdoors is not 
on the radar screens of younger, more urban and more 
diverse Americans. Greatly improved websites, use of social 
media and a redirected www.recreation.gov can help us 
deal with federal site visitations that have lagged far behind 
population growth,” ARC’s spokesperson said. 

Alaska Travel Guide
The 2014 edition of The Milepost, Alaska’s quintessen-
tial travel guide, is packed with 752 pages of informa-
tion. Included are details on everything from the Alaska 
Highway system to cruising the Inside Passage. The 
Milepost includes 30 major mile-by-mile routes, Alaska 
Marine Highway Ferry schedules and a Trip Itineraries 
section in the back of the book. Researched information 
on roads and highways, lodging, recreation, services and 
attractions are included, as well as guidance on Alberta, 
British Columbia, Yukon and the Northwest Territories. If 
you’re heading to Alaska, the annually updated Milepost
offers a wealth of valuable knowledge. Available for 
$34.95 at www.themilepost.com.
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AROUND
THE BEND

Free Day at California’s 
Aquarium of the Pacifi c
If plans include a sojourn to Long 
Beach, California, the 5-acre 
Aquarium of the Pacifi c will keep 
you enchanted for a day while you 
view more than 11,000 animals 
representing 500 species. Exhibits 
include daily feedings, shows and 
educational programs on how the 
staff cares for sea otters, sea lions, 
sea turtles, sharks, penguins and 
other animals. On September 5, 
2014, admission for visitors age 50 
and over is free. Enjoy interactive 
experiences such as petting sharks 
and stingrays and feeding nectar to 
parrots. The aquarium’s mission is to 
instill a sense of wonder, respect and 
stewardship for the Pacifi c Ocean, its 
inhabitants and ecosystems.
562-590-3100
www.aquariumofpacifi c.org

Campsites to be Built in Xiamen
Experts are expecting a surge in 
RV-related business in the Chinese 
city of Xiamen on the Taiwan Strait. 
The RV lifestyle has been popular 
in the United States and Europe 
and is on the rise in China as well. 
Other cities in the country have been 
building more campsites, and now 
with Dayun RV Campsite, the fi rst RV 
campground in Xiamen, enthusiasm 
is so high that plans are in the 
works for fi ve more RV parks to be 
launched within the next two years. 
Cai Wensheng, secretary general of 
Xiamen RV and Camping Association 
said, “More people are choosing to 
explore the countryside and hit the 
roads with recreational vehicles — a 
home on wheels. The idea of packing 
bags and heading out for wherever the 
road leads is the latest trend among 
many outdoor enthusiasts.”

Dyna Span’s Milestone
Affi liated Resources, a supplier to 
the RV industry, recently reached a 
milestone with its Dyna Span subfl oor-
ing. A spokesperson for the company 
said that in the past 12 years 500,000 
RVs have been built with Dyna Span 
without a single fl oor failure. Designed 
and manufactured specifi cally for the 
RV industry, the fl ooring is produced 
in one-piece jumbo panels in sizes 
up to 102 inches wide and 289 inches 
long. Installed properly, the fl ooring 
carries a 25-year limited warranty 
against delamination, glue bond 
failure and manufacturing defects to 
the fi rst owner of record. The fl ooring 
is claimed to provide superior racking 
strength and impact load resistance. 
Canada-based Tolko produces Dyna 
Span from sustainably managed 
forest certifi ed to the ISO 14001 Envi-
ronmental Management System. q

FUN FOR FAMILY

RV CAMPING RV FLOORING

NEWSWIRE

AROUND
THE BEND

RV Adventures of Runaways
Ever think about selling everything and hitting the road in your RV? Author Anita 
Henehan and her husband did just that and have been traveling the United States 
for more than 10 years. Henehan has documented their full-time adventures that 
started in a fi fth-wheel trailer they named Merrily We Roll Along. She writes about 
the diffi culty in parting with their stuff, including furniture and sentimental knick-
knacks, and then the freedom of being able to go just about anywhere without 
having to be on a time frame. The point of leaving a stationary home was that they 
wanted the fl exibility of living in an RV and being able to spend more time with 
loved ones — without being in the way as guests who overstay their welcome. She 
offers advice on becoming a full-time RVer and handling details like setting up a 
mail-forwarding service. Henehan has written two books that cover the couple’s 
wacky adventures, interesting places to visit, campground recommendations and 
anecdotes from other RVers. How to Run Away from Home After 50 and Tales from 
the Road: Adventures of Mid-Life Runaways are available on amazon.com starting at 
$9.99 for the Kindle edition and $15 for the paperback, and at Henehan’s website, 
www.rvtravelswithanita.com.
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE COMPETITIVE RATES!
PURCHASE OR REFINANCE your RV with APRs* as low as 4.35%**

  * Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. Loans not available in all states. 
Minimum loan amount may vary by state.

** APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be 
2004 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 2006 model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being 
established per NADA Used Wholesale Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. This offer is not available to applicants who use 
their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer); visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms. Financing provided through Good Sam Finance Center.
© 2014 Good Sam Finance Center.   GRL32194 - 0514

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

4.35 APR*
%**

on loan amounts of
$50K+

&

Now is the time...
Purchase a new or pre-owned RV or refinance your 
existing RV loan with competitive rates. Good Sam 
Finance Center has experienced RV associates ready  to 
provide fast, convenient, and flexible service to make the 
process hassle-free so you can focus on enjoying your RV.

Thinking of Purchasing...
Did you know that Good Sam Finance Center offers 
financing for private party and dealer purchases? 
Whether you are purchasing an RV from your neighbor 
or dealer down the street or across country, we have the  
RV financing you may need.

Thinking of Refinancing...
If you’d like to take advantage of the current interest 
rates and the potential to reduce your monthly 
payments, refinancing your existing RV loan may make 
financial sense - get the ball rolling today!

Are you a Full-Timer?
Good Sam Finance Center offers financing for the  
perfect RV to call home. Contact us for rates and 
terms for full-timer financing.

CALL
1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 532 GoodSamRVLoans.com/532

VISIT

4.79APR*
%**

on loan amounts of
$25K-$49,999

APR is fixed for the entire loan term. Lower rates with shorter loan terms are available. 
Rates are accurate as of May 16, 2014. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. See website for current rates and terms, including for loan amounts below $25,000.
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RV RESOLUTIONS
TRAILER LIFE TO THE RESCUE

RV Resolutions is a forum for the settlement of confl icts 
between consumers and RV dealers and manufacturers, accessory suppliers and 
service providers. After exhausting all other resources without success, please 
send a typed letter to RV Resolutions, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, 
California 93036. Include copies of appropriate bills and correspondence as 
well as a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

NEED HELP? »

No Prior Approval
After a recommended repair shop 
couldn’t fi x a Michigan reader’s 
stranded fi fth-wheel, he had the 
work performed by a mobile service, 
thinking his extended warranty 
provider had approved the repair. 
When that turned out not to be the 
case, he asked RV Resolutions to 
intervene:

I had a wheel bearing burn out near 
Lexington, Kentucky, on October 14, 
2013. I contacted AAA road service, 
and the repairman who arrived stated 
the damage was more than his shop 
could handle and that it was unsafe 
to move my RV. He referred me to 
Thorough Truck, a mobile service that 
could perform the repairs onsite.  

When the Thorough Truck 
repairmen brought the parts, I 
explained that they needed to contact 
Dimension Service Corporation (DSC), 
my extended warranty company, prior 
to any work being done. They stated 
that they did not deal with any kind 
of warranty. I then contacted DSC 
directly and explained my situation, 
and they instructed me to write up a 
brief explanation of what happened 

and send it along with the receipts.  
A month later, I received a letter 

stating that my claim was denied 
because it wasn’t preauthorized.
Bert Wilkinson, Ann Arbor, Michigan

RV Resolutions sent a petition to 
Bert Wilkinson’s extended warranty 
company and received the following 
reply from DSC’s legal counsel: 

In reviewing the specifi c details of 
his claim, it appears DSC correctly 
relied upon the individual terms of Mr. 
Wilkinson’s contract in grounding their 
reasons for his claim being denied. 
However, when DSC once again 
reviewed his inquiry based particularly 
upon the totality of the circumstance 
that he faced, initially being stranded 
and dealing with a recommended 
repair facility that would not assist him 
with having his claim authorized prior 

to the commencement of the repairs, 
those circumstances have caused 
their decision to be reconsidered and 
reversed. As a result, DSC will be 
sending him a check for the repairs 
in compliance with the terms of his 
service contract.
Peter Knolla 
Dimension Service Corporation
Dublin, Ohio

After receiving a check for $895.12 
from DSC, Wilkinson and his wife, 
Sandy, sent RV Resolutions the 
following thank-you note: 

We wish to say thank you, thank you, 
thank you for your help with a dispute 
that we were unable to resolve. RV 
Resolutions is such a wonderful 
service that has the ability to intervene 
on behalf of the consumer.
Bert and Sandy Wilkinson q

Lube-Pump Limbo 
When a Florida RVer’s lube-pump alarm kept sounding off, 
even after he made the recommended repairs, he turned 
to RV Resolutions for help:

In March 2012, I purchased a Remco lube pump and 
base plate to tow my 2010 Chrysler Town & Country. 
Everything worked fi ne on my initial trip to Connecticut, 
but on the return trip to Florida and every trip since, the 
alarm has gone off, even though there’s no problem with 
the lubrication system. 

I did everything to fi x the problem that Remco’s techni-
cians told me to do, including changing all the parts and 
having the wiring checked by an electrician and an RV tech. 
I asked Remco if they would compensate me for the money 
I spent trying to fi x the problem. I haven’t heard back and 
have since bought a dolly for towing the minivan. 

Can RV Resolutions help me get some type of reim-
bursement from Remco?
Ronald Kimball, Nalcrest, Florida

After RV Resolutions contacted Remco Industries on 
Ronald Kimball’s behalf, we received a favorable response 
from a representative in the company’s sales and technical 
support division:

Remco Industries received the information your publica-
tion provided in regard to the claim by Mr. Ronald Kimball. 
After reviewing the claim, our management staff decided 
to issue a check to Mr. Kimball in the amount of $1,500. 
We contacted Mr. Kimball about this sum, and he agreed 
that it is fair. We appreciate Trailer Life bringing this issue 
to our attention. 
Drew Cohoon, Remco Industries
Alexandria, Minnesota
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www.bullydog.com  |  (877) 217-3430
Some Product not legal for sale or use in California on pollution-controlled vehicles.  |  *30 Day Money Back Guarantee

POWER 
     With a PURPOSE

Unlock the potential of your engine’s fuel  
economy and towing power with our dyno tested tuning.

Install a GT Tuner
’98-’14 Gas & Diesel Vehicles

Applications Now Available for many 

Unlock the potential of your engine’s 
fuel economy with our improved 
tuning.

Monitor and display a full list of 
critical vehicle information.

Automatic audible, visual safety 
alerts, defueling  and cold engine 
protection for diesels. 

B
ul

ly
 D

og
 T

ec
hn

ol
og

ie
s,

 C
ir

cl
e 

1
0

4
 o

n 
R

ea
de

r 
S

er
vi

ce
 C

ar
d

017 BULLY DOG.indd   6/13/14   2:34 PM   - 17 -    (Cyan)017 BULLY DOG.indd   6/13/14   2:34 PM   - 17 -    (Magenta)017 BULLY DOG.indd   6/13/14   2:34 PM   - 17 -    (Yellow)017 BULLY DOG.indd   6/13/14   2:34 PM   - 17 -    (BlacK)



FOLLOW THE SUN TO

BRITISH
COLUMBIA
From Saltery Bay to Desolation Sound, far-western Canada’s 
Sunshine Coast welcomes RVers to spectacular scenic beaches, 
ancient forests and 280 sunny days a year
article by Larry MacDonald
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No question about it, RVers 
love sunshine. It’s the primary 
reason so many Northerners 
head south during winter, 

including Canadians like us. Since U.S. 
regulations limit Canadians’ south-of-
the-border time to six months, many of 
us like to return to our home country to 
spend summer in our favorite locales. 

Each region has its own special 
allure, from the majestic Canadian 
Rockies to the windswept prairies and 
the craggy coastlines of the Maritimes. 
My wife, Sandy, and I, full-time RVers 
for the past six years, have chosen 
the Upper Sunshine Coast of British 
Columbia as our personal favorite — 
not because the sun shines brightly for 
280 days a year, although there’s that, 
to be sure. This hidden treasure offers 
so much more than just blue skies and 
a comfortable climate. 

British Columbia’s 100-mile 
coastline north of Vancouver, known 
as the Sunshine Coast, is divided into 
two geographical regions, the Lower 
and Upper Coasts. To get to the more 
northerly Upper Sunshine Coast, board 
one of the BC Ferries at Horseshoe Bay 
in West Vancouver for a scenic cruise to 
Langdale. Then follow Highway 101 along 
the Lower Sunshine Coast to Earls Cove, 
where you’ll board a ferry for another 
spectacular cruise to Saltery Bay.

You’re now on the Upper Sunshine 
Coast, total travel time about four 
hours. From there, a half-hour’s drive 
takes you to the town of Powell River 
— called the Pearl of the Sunshine 
Coast, and rightly so. RVers can also 
reach Powell River by boarding a ferry 
to Vancouver Island, driving north along 
the island’s idyllic eastern shore and 
taking a ferry from Comox across the 
Strait of Georgia. 

Part of Powell River’s appeal, in 
addition to its remoteness, is its natural 
beauty, seaside ambience and the 
friendly folks who call it home. If you 
travel with a destination in mind, put 
this increasingly popular gem on your 
must-visit list. 

POWELL RIVER TOWNSITE
Thousands of years before the arrival 
of Europeans in 1792, this area of 
coastal British Columbia was home to 
the Tla’amin First Nation, whose rich 
heritage continues today, evidenced by 
totem poles, native art and an active 
indigenous community. A generous 
supply of old-growth forests and 
a deep-water harbor provided the 
impetus for establishing a lumber and 
paper mill here in 1908. In its heyday, 
the facility was the largest pulp and 
paper mill in the world.

Standardized housing in this 

Hoofi ng it up the 
Sunshine Coast Trail 

to Tin Hat Hut pays 
off with a 360-degree 

view of the Powell 
River backcountry. 

(Right) Pack your hiking 
boots to traverse the 

entire 112-mile trail or 
explore a short stretch.
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SUNSHINE COAST

★Victoria

VANCOUVER

POWELL RIVER

planned community was made available 
to the initial employees in a grid fashion 
on the nearby hillside. Statelier homes 
for managers overlooked the mill and 
Georgia Strait. Recreational venues 
were constructed, including a baseball 
diamond, golf course, tennis courts, 
a lawn bowling green and the Patricia 
Theatre, which, according to the 
Townsite Heritage Society, is the oldest 
operating movie theater in Canada. 

The self-guided walking tour of this 
recently declared National Historic 
District is a step back in time. All of the 
nearly 400 buildings have maintained 
their early 20th-century character. 

Some, such as the Old Courthouse Inn 
and Rodmay Heritage Hotel, display 
artifacts and antiques recalling days 
gone by.

Today, most of Powell River’s 
15,000 residents live in several 
adjacent communities, separated 
from the initial townsite by a mag-
nifi cent forest. The mill itself is now 
devoted exclusively to papermaking 
and currently employs fewer than 
400 workers. 

Although attempts have been made 
to diversify the local economy, Powell 
River has become more of a retirement 
haven, especially for those who enjoy 

outdoor activities such as hiking, 
biking, boating and fi shing. But it is 
also a haven for artists, musicians and 
craftsmen, as well as a venue for joyful 
festivals celebrating such regional 
themes as blackberries and prawns. 

HIKING AND BIKING
Stop by the Powell River Visitor Centre 
at 4760 Joyce Avenue to pick up infor-
mation on local activities as well as 
a map of hiking trails, many of which 
are suitable for mountain biking. If you 
enjoy hiking through wooded glens, 
here are a few we recommend, all well 
maintained and easily accessible.

From Willingdon Beach Campsite 
(see “Camping on the Upper Sunshine 
Coast” on the opposite page), a level 
trail leads north along the shoreline 
through a forest of gigantic western 
red cedar, Douglas fi r and broad leaf 
maple. Interpretative signs and a variety 
of early logging machines, including a 
steam-powered winch called a steam 

At the northern terminus of Highway 101, on the far end of the Sunshine Coast, the village 
of Lund serves as a watery gateway to Desolation Sound. (Right) Boardwalks, bridges and 
crushed limestone make the Inland Lake Trail accessible by cyclists, hikers and wheelchairs.

Ferry Tales
From West Vancouver’s 
Horseshoe Bay, a ferry 
transports RVs and RVers 
to Langdale on the Lower 
Sunshine Coast.  From Comox 
on Vancouver Island, another 
ferry travels to Powell River 
on the Upper Sunshine Coast.
BC Ferries, 888-223-3779 
www.bcferries.com
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The 35 miles of Highway 101 between Saltery Bay and Lund has at 
least a half-dozen commercial RV campgrounds and a handful of 
provincial and regional parks suitable for RVs. Reservations are 
highly recommended during July, August and holiday weekends.

Garnet Rock Oceanside Resort, Powell River
A favorite campground of ours is Garnet Rock Oceanside Resort, 10 
minutes south of downtown Powell River. Beautifully landscaped 
grounds incorporate full-service sites that back onto Malaspina 
Strait, a busy waterway for marine traffi c and wildlife. Be sure 
to check out Wispy Trail, a circuitous path that leads from the 
campground through towering trees and waist-high ferns, marked 
by neatly arranged rocks and squirrel feeders. Golfers appreciate 
the 18-hole Myrtle Point Golf Course, just a nine-iron away.
604-487-9535, www.garnetrockrv.com

Inland Lake Provincial Park, Powell River
Part of the BC Parks system, the Inland Lake campground has 22 
tree-shaded campsites available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.
www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks

Kent’s Beach Cabins and Campsites, Powell River
True to its name, this place is right on the beach. It has both dry 
campsites and sites with partial hookups, a washroom with hot 
showers and a laundry room.
604-487-9386, www.kentsbeach.com

Okeover Arm Provincial Park, Powell River
Located 4 miles southeast of Lund, this small rustic campground 
is within walking distance of one of our favorite restaurants, the 
Laughing Oyster (604-483-9775, www.laughingoyster.ca), offering 
fi ne dining and captivating views of Okeover Inlet. 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks

Saltery Bay 
Provincial Park, 
Saltery Bay
On Mermaid Cove, 
this provincial 
campground 
offers 42 RV sites 
under a forested canopy.
800-689-9025, www.discovercamping.ca

Seabreeze Resort, Powell River
An easy stroll from the shore, Seabreeze provides full-hookup 
RV sites, free Wi-Fi, a laundry room and washrooms. 
604-487-9534, www.seabreezeresortbc.com

SunLund by-the-Sea, Lund
The only RV park in the village of Lund, SunLund has 35 slideout-
friendly RV sites with full hookups and free Wi-Fi.
604-483-9220, www.sunlund.ca

Willingdon Beach Campsite, Powell River
Another one of our favorite RV parks, Willingdon Beach offers sites 
with full and partial hookups in a natural setting. Here you can back 
your rig next to a sandy beach and enjoy magenta sunsets silhouetting 
the ragged snowcapped mountains of Vancouver Island. Porpoises, 
seals and whales can be observed in the Georgia Strait, while bald 
eagles and seabirds soar overhead. In the fall, schools of salmon 
return from the ocean to spawn in two freshwater streams that fl ow 
through the campground. Quaint shops, art galleries, ethnic eateries, 
miniature golf, a bowling alley and two museums related to forestry 
and local history are only a short walk from the campground. 
604-485-2242, www.willingdonbeach.ca

Y-Knot Camp and Charter, Powell River
On the banks of Okeover Inlet, 4 miles southeast of Lund, Y-Knot 
offers rustic campsites.
604-483-3243, www.yknot.ca

CAMPING ON THE UPPER SUNSHINE COAST

Western Canada’s only National Historic District, 
Powell River showcases hundreds of buildings from 
the town’s 1910 master plan.

GARNET ROCK OCEANSIDE RESORT
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donkey, are located alongside the trail. 
After a kilometer or so — that’s 

about two-thirds of a mile for you 
Americans — the trail branches off 
onto a gravel road leading down to a 
staging area for the mill. Here a string 
of fi ve World War II ships linked end 
to end provides temporary refuge for 
barges of wood chips used to make 
pulp for papermaking. Cavorting 
sea lions can often be seen lounging 
on a log boom or rock breakwater, 
bellowing for available mates.

Directly across the highway from 
Willingdon Beach, several trails 
meander uphill under a mature 
forest canopy to the town’s recreation 
complex, which offers various activities 
to the public, including swimming, 
exercise classes, pickleball, weight-
lifting and theatrical productions.

A short drive past the curling rink 
is the trailhead for a mostly uphill hike 
to Valentine Mountain with overlooks of 
the mill and Georgia Strait on the front 
side and Powell Lake on the backside. 
If you enjoy geocaching, a well-hidden 
cache can be found partway up the trail. 
And if you’re really into geocaching, 
about 50 caches are hidden within a few 
miles of Powell River.

Inland Lake, a short drive from 
the city, has a wheelchair-accessible 
trail that circles the lake, with several 
picnic areas and swimming beaches 
along the way. This scenic 8-mile trail 
is popular with bikers and hikers and 
well worth the 4-mile drive on a gravel 

Tandem paddling on the deep waters of 
Desolation Sound Marine Provincial Park, 
renowned for its scenery and sunsets.

SUNSHINE COAST
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Road-Wince. It’s the look you get when there’s no way to avoid a massive bump, 
giant pot hole, or sharp turn while hauling a load. Suddenly, all you can think 
about is the potential damage to your vehicle and your cargo. But Ride-Rite™ 
Air Springs provide the added support your suspension needs for you to haul 
with comfort, confidence and control. And noticeably less road-wince.
    

EliminateRoadWince.com/TrailerLife or call 866-351-3890
Do not exceed the vehicle’s recommended Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR).

+ BETTER LOAD PROTECTION
+ MORE COMFORTABLE RIDE

+ MORE LEVEL LOADS
+ LESS BOTTOMING OUT

road to get there.
For serious hikers, the 112-mile 

Sunshine Coast Trail begins at 
Saltery Bay and traverses a variety of 
landscapes from sparkling lakes and 
streams to coastal shorelines and 
mountain peaks, terminating north of 
the hamlet of Lund. Shelters and huts in 
strategic locations, together with some 
bed-and-breakfast inns, are available 
so hikers don’t have to carry tents. For 
us less ambitious folks, portions of the 
trail are easily accessible for day hikes. 

BOATING AND FISHING
Powell River has two marinas, and 
Lund, just 20 miles to the north, has 
another. Scenic dinner cruises to 
Desolation Sound Marine Provincial 
Park can be taken out of Lund, as 
can guided raft and kayak tours to 
experience the marine life and remote 
splendor of coastal British Columbia. 

If you prefer to explore on your own, 
kayaks and canoes can be rented in 
both Lund and Powell River. If qualifi ed, 
you can even charter a sailboat or 
power yacht out of Powell River for 
extended cruising. Houseboats may be 
rented near the mill on pristine Powell 
Lake, which has more than 180 miles 
of shoreline with scenic coves, verdant 
mountains, waterfalls and streams — 
it’s a little like RVing but on the water.

If you enjoy fi shing, many of the 
nearby lakes provide anglers with 
an opportunity to catch rainbow or 
cutthroat trout. Several outfi tters in 
Powell River rent boats with outboards, 
or you may wish to cast a fl y in one of 
the many streams downhill from the 
lakes. If you’re thinking salmon, cod, 
crab or prawns, several companies 
provide seaworthy boats and knowl-
edgeable guides to ensure your dinner 
includes fresh seafood.

ARTS AND CULTURE
Be sure to stop by Powell River’s 
Open Air Market, a lively weekend 
spot selling locally grown produce, 
baked goods, honey, soap, crafts and a 
variety of original handcrafted items. If 
you’re looking for that perfect painting, 

weaving, carving, piece of pottery or 
printed T-shirt, duck into one of several 
galleries in Powell River or Lund.

If you visit in late summer, don’t 
miss the Blackberry Festival (August 
15, 2014) with fi reworks and all things 
made from local blackberries, and the 
Sunshine Music Festival (August 30 
through 31, 2014), with entertainment 
styles from rock to blues to reggae. 

And, of course, there are lots of 
cultural events planned in various 

Sunshine Coast communities all year 
long. For a full list of regional events, 
visit www.sunshinecoastcanada.com. 
A fellow who had moved to Powell River 
a few years ago told me: “I attend more 
activities here in a month than I did in 
Vancouver in a year!” 

Whether you like to laze about 
and enjoy the scenery or get out and 
explore, the choices are plentiful on 
the Upper Sunshine Coast, our favorite 
place to spend the summer. q
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MONTANA’S GHOST TOWNS:

FROM BOOM TO BUST AND BACK
Leave the modern world behind in a couple of Wild West gold-mining    communities where you can almost hear each building whisper its secrets

article by Emily Fagan  photos by Emily and Mark Fagan

If you are looking for a fun family 
road trip into America’s Old West, 
where the frenzied thrills of gold 
prospecting, shootouts, brothels and 
whiskey once ruled the land, a visit to 
Montana is a must. Just as in California, 
Montana’s 1860’s gold rush eventually 
became a gold bust, and the towns 
that once fl ourished and rang with the 
voices of thousands of miners today 
stand vacant, quietly whispering the 
haunting stories of a time long past.

Gold was discovered in Montana in 
May 1863 by a group of prospectors who 
were following the Yellowstone River 
in their search for gold. While camped 
by Alder Creek, as they retreated 
from the Crow Indians, whose hunting 

grounds they had crossed, this group 
unexpectedly struck gold in a big way. 
Who can keep a secret like that? After 
they returned to Bannack — but before 
they had a chance to lay full claim — the 
news got out. Returning to their site in 
Alder Gulch a few days later, they were 
followed by 200 people!

Like the gold-rush towns in Cali-
fornia, a makeshift town site was set 
up near the creek, and rules were 
made for individual gold claims. Miners 
arrived in droves within 10 days, and 
after three months 10,000 people were 
living in tents and huts along the creek. 

But unlike the California Gold Rush, 
Montana’s gold rush started during 
the Civil War. Although miners poured 

into the region from all over the world, 
including huge numbers from China, 
most of the miners were rebels from 
the Southern states. Suddenly having so 
many Southerners setting up residence 
in a Northern state made President 
Lincoln uneasy, so he sent in miners 
from the North. This resulted in huge 
tensions in the town, and the new 
Fourteen Mile City that stretched along 
Alder Creek quickly became one of the 
most lawless places in the West.

All this history makes a perfect 
backdrop for exploring Virginia City and 
Nevada City in southwestern Montana, 
two living history ghost towns that 
stand side by side near Alder Creek 
today. They are just two hours by car 
from Yellowstone National Park. We 
spent several days in the area and were 
delighted to be able to wander through 
the original log houses and mercantile 
buildings that made up these two com-
munities, imagining how life was lived 
here 150 years ago.

Virginia City is the larger town of 

T
he California Gold Rush that began in 1848 is famous as a time when 
a young America was mad for gold and many from the Eastern states 
suddenly jumped up and headed West in hopes of quick riches and, 
with some luck, lasting prosperity. Impressive as the California Gold 
Rush was, however, it was not the only place in the Union where gold 

was discovered and where legions of people fl ocked in the mid-1800s. Montana 
was the scene of another huge gold rush that came 15 years later.

(Far left) At this gold 
dredge in Nevada City,
a conveyor lifted 
buckets of dirt to be 
sifted for gold. (Left) 
Looking across a 
schoolhouse classroom 
to the tiny teacher’s 
quarters visible beyond 
the doorway. (Right) 
A Nevada City street 
lined with historic 
buildings was moved 
here from other parts 
of Montana.
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MONTANA’S GHOST TOWNS:

FROM BOOM TO BUST AND BACK
Leave the modern world behind in a couple of Wild West gold-mining    communities where you can almost hear each building whisper its secrets

the two. It was originally named Verina 
in honor of Varina Davis, the wife of 
Jefferson Davis and the Confederate 
States’ fi rst (and only) First Lady. The 
judge who registered the town was a 
Northern sympathizer, however, and 
he renamed it Virginia City when he 
entered the city in the offi cial record 
books. Of course, that name choice was 

a little ironic at the time, as the state of 
Virginia had seceded from the union two 
years earlier.

Today, Virginia City has a main 
street and several blocks of adjacent 
streets fi lled with original buildings. It is 
a wonderful place to enjoy a stroll, take 
photos, savor a meal at one of several 
eateries and even take a guided tour 
around town aboard an antique fi re 
engine or on a small open-air train. 

While ambling through town, it is 
hard to imagine just how quickly the 
ramshackle tent city in Alder Gulch 
became established as a true city of 
homes and businesses. Those fi rst 
two years, 1863 and ‘64, were both 
chaotic and busy. Tempers fl ared, and 
scoundrels were on the loose as the 
population exploded, and no one wanted 
to wait for the far-distant courts to 
make legal decisions. 
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One George Ives shot and killed a 
popular Dutch man, Nicholas Thiebalt, 
while trying to rob him of his gold and 
mules. This heinous act resulted in an 
immediate three-day trial held by the 
locals. Within an hour of conviction, the 
murderer was hanging at the end of 
a rope tied to a 40-foot pole rammed 
through the window of an unfi nished 
building, in front of 2,000 people. 
This swift justice launched an era of 
lynchings carried out by a group calling 
themselves the Montana Vigilantes.

The region had originally been 
part of the Dakota Territory and briefl y 
became a part of the Idaho Territory at 
the start of the gold rush. Just a year 
later, in August 1864, the lines were 
drawn for the Montana Territory, and a 
year later in 1865, Virginia City became 
Montana Territory’s capital.

As we walked around town, we 
came across the building for the 
Montana Post newspaper. This is hardly 
an imposing corporate offi ce by today’s 
standards, but the proud sign atop its 
walls, the big windows and impressive 
front doors reveal the importance 
this newspaper had in its day. Peering 
inside, we could imagine the hustle and 

bustle that went on in the pressrooms 
in the 1860s. 

The Montana Post was established 
just four months after the Montana 
Territory was formed, and it chronicled 
the events of this part of the Wild West 
for nine years. It was a vital news outlet 
in its time, as this area was the most 
populated place between Minneapolis 
and San Francisco. However, just as 
Virginia City’s size and infl uence didn’t 
last when the gold rush moved on to 
Helena after a few years, the Montana 
Post was replaced by The Madisonian
when it began publication in 1873. 

Closer to RV campers’ hearts, 
Virginia City was made the adminis-
trative site for Yellowstone National 
Park when it was designated the 
fi rst national park in 1872. For us, 
wandering through the tiny antique 
buildings around town, and standing 
on the creaky, wide plank fl oors while 
ducking through the impossibly short 
doorways, this little historical note 
made the National Park System’s rustic 
beginnings all the more real. 

Today, the national parks are awe-
inspiring and stunning, with gracious 
visitor centers and all the familiar com-

MONTANA’S GHOST TOWNS

Montana Heritage Commission
www.virginiacitymt.com

Montana Post
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/
sn83025293/

Nevada City History
www.legendsofamerica.com/
mt-nevadacity.html

Virginia City Audio Tour
www.visitmt.com/experiences/
audio_tours

Virginia City History
www.virginiacity.com
www.legendsofamerica.com/
mt-virginiacity.html

Staying the Night?
Ennis RV Village
866-682-5272, www.ennisrv.com
Mountain-view RV sites from $27 to 
$35. Pull-throughs and full hookups 
with 50-amp service, free Wi-Fi, picnic 
tables, mobile RV repair, laundry and 
convenience store. Pets welcome. 
Located 14 miles from Virginia City.

Southside RV Park
406-683-2244, www.southsidervpark.com
RV sites for $38 near Blacktail Creek. 
Pull-throughs and back-ins with full 
hookups and 30- and 50-amp service, 
wide easy-access roads, free Wi-Fi, 
laundry, picnic tables and DVD library. 
Located 58 miles from Virginia City.

Virginia City RV Park
406-843-5493, www.virginiacityrvpark.com
RV sites from $33 to $40. Pull-throughs 
and full hookups with 30- and 50-amp 
service, free Wi-Fi, cabins, picnic 
tables. Pets welcome. Just ½ mile from 
Virginia City. 

The rural and quiet road through Virginia City is far safer and better than when earlier gold 
miners made the trek in the 1860s.
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(Above) An antique fi retruck takes visitors on 
tours of Virginia City. (Right) The Virginia City 
Courthouse lights up at night. (Bottom right) 
Train tours are a fun way to see the sights of 
America’s Wild West.

With our tighter 
tolerances to the king 
pin and auto-latching 

hitch plate, you can 
drive with comfort  
and convenience, 

knowing your 
having a smoother, 

worry-free ride.

www.pullrite.com
1-800-443-2307

ISR Series

SAFER.
STRONGER.

BETTER.

Made in the USA
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mercialism that refl ect our modern, 
technology-driven society. However, 
none of that existed when the most 
gorgeous parcels of our raw landscapes 
were set aside to become our national 
parks in the late 1800s. What great 
fortune for us today that the leaders of 
that bygone era had the forethought to 
preserve those natural treasures.

Just a mile-and-a-half down 
the road, historic Nevada City offers 
another glimpse of life in the early days 
of the Montana Territory. It’s an easy 
bike ride from Virginia City, or you can 
drive or take a fun narrow-gauge train 
ride to get there. Both cities are loaded 
with photo ops, and everyone around 
town wields a camera or camera phone. 
The towns are a bit touristy, but they are 
so engaging it doesn’t matter.

How did these two little neighbor-
ing historic towns end up with so many 
well-preserved buildings? Everything 
here today is available for the public to 
enjoy, courtesy of the hard work and 
philanthropy of Charles and Sue Bovey. 
Charles was the heir to the General 
Mills fortune, and he and his wife had a 
deep interest in Montana’s history. They 
began buying historic buildings in the 
1940s, and in 1944 they established the 
Historic Landmark Society. In 1977 the 
Bovey family sold the more-than-400 

buildings that make up Virginia City and 
Nevada City to the Montana Legislature 
which, in turn, established the Montana 
Heritage Commission that manages the 
two sites today.

The Boveys began buying the 
buildings in Virginia City because, as 
the Great Depression deepened in the 
1930s, the town had reached a low point 
in its history and was deteriorating. 
Rather than see these classic pieces 
of American history crumble to dust, 
the Boveys methodically purchased 
one building after another until they 
owned most of Virginia City. At the same 
time, they began buying other historic 
buildings all over Montana and moving 
them to where Nevada City once stood. 

Such is the way with ghost towns: 
they fl ourish one day and die off the 
next. The gold in Alder Gulch was in the 
riverbed, and after the initial gold rush 
extracted all the gold that was easy 
to fi nd by panning in the early years, 
dredges were brought in to fl oat down 
the river and sift more deeply through 
the gravelly riverbed. Virginia City had 
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already lost its luster after only six 
years when its population fell to just 
100 people and the gold rush moved 
on to Helena. 

However, there was still some 
gold left, and from 1889 to 1922 the 
dredges that were brought in grew 
ever larger, digging ever deeper and 
wider along the riverbed and leaving 
ever-bigger piles of “tailings” behind. 
The biggest dredges left scars on the 
landscape that are still visible today.

Nevada City and many other towns 
along Alder Creek were essentially 
plowed under by the dredges. Virginia 
City was spared because it hadn’t 
been built directly on the riverbank. 
Over the years, whenever gold prices 
were high, the region would see a mild 
resurgence, and then as prices fell, 
the dredges would fall silent again. 

So today, Virginia City is still 
largely intact, the way it was a century 
ago, with about 100 historic buildings 
out of 227 in town. In contrast, Nevada 
City (which charges a small entrance 
fee) has only 14 original buildings 
along with 100 other buildings that the 
Boveys brought in from elsewhere. 
Together, the two cities contain the 
largest public collection of historic 
buildings in the United States. 

Not all the buildings are authentic 
antiques, however. Back in the 1950s, 
once the Boveys had acquired most of 
Virginia City, they opened the historic 
buildings to tourists and began 
operating the town as an open-air 
museum. Of course, such a venture 

is not without its commercial side. 
Needing workers to serve the tourists, 
they purchased some Army barracks 
to use as employee housing, set them 
up on the back streets of town,and 
decorated the fronts with western 
facades so they would fi t into the town 
decor. These buildings are fun to 
wander through. 

Tacky as it might seem to bring 
in barracks and dress them up for 
workers, the wonderful thing for 
visitors is that by transforming Virginia 
City into a museum, tourists can enjoy 
the buildings at leisure, and there 
is no charge. As we stood in each 
building, smelling the old wood and 
feeling the cramped spaces, it was as 
if we touched the heart of a precious 
era in the American West. 

Nevada City is laid out the way a 
town might have been in the 1860s 
with walking paths between the 
buildings. I was particularly taken by 
a tiny boot shop with a doorway just 
a little taller than me. Anyone taller 
than about 5 foot 7 inches has to duck 
to enter this wee building. Surprised 
by just how small all the houses were, 
we paced off the outside walls of many 
and found they often occupied as little 
as 200 square feet. The early Montana 
settlers must have been rugged and 
hardy people to survive and raise 
families through the long and cold 
Montana winters in homes that small.

The one-room schoolhouse is 
similarly enchanting. Virginia City’s 
fi rst schoolhouse opened in 1865, but 
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the one on display in Nevada City is 
from another part of Montana. It is just 
two rooms and has barely enough space 
in the schoolroom to cram in about 
20 students and a teacher. Peering 
into this room, I could almost feel the 
strict discipline from the teacher that 
would have been necessary to keep a 
group of kids of all ages occupied with 
their lessons while the great outdoors 
beckoned just beyond the windows. 

The teacher’s quarters in the back 
is barely 12 x 12 feet, and that was all 
he or she had for living space. The bed, 
kitchen area, washtub and everything 
else were all somehow squeezed in. 
Coming home to our big 350-square-
foot fi fth-wheel trailer, with its hot and 
cold running water, ample shower and 
modern appliances, made us realize 
how truly palatial our rolling home is in 
comparison to the early settlers’ homes. 

Walking down one of the paths in 
Nevada City, we heard music coming 
from the inside of a building. Poking 
our heads in, we saw a technician at a 
piano with tools spread all around him. 
He was working on an old player piano, 
and we had just hit upon the very special 
Music Hall that houses the largest 
public collection of automated music 
machines in North America! Unfortu-
nately, the Music Hall was closed that 
day so the repairman could do his work.

Meandering down another path, 
we came across a large building that is 
home to a massive collection of antique 
vehicles, from simple hay wagons to 
sleighs to carriages worthy of trans-
porting Cinderella to the ball. Every 
conceivable wheeled contraption that 
can be towed by horse or oxen is on 
display. Even more fascinating is that 
the building was once the dining hall at 
Yellowstone National Park.

Amusing discoveries like these 
abound in Virginia City and Nevada 
City, and the area is well worthy of a 
summer RV trip, especially for travelers 
heading to Yellowstone National Park. 
From special events like lantern tours 
and reenactments to simply wandering 
and pondering the history that shaped 
this corner of America, these charming 
antique cities — or open-air museums 
— offer something for everyone.  q

Easy to inflate, easy to paddle, easy to carry, 
easy to store...Could you ask for more?

1-800-944-7496 or visit SUP.SeaEagle.com
19 N. Columbia St, Dept TL084B, Port Jefferson, NY 11777

Specs
3 Inflated sizes: 

11’ 6” x 30” x 6”   
12’ 6” x 30” x 6”

14’ x 30” x 6” 
 23,  25 & 28 lbs. 
Inflates to 15 psi  
in 6 to 9 minutes

Unique wave piercing, razor 
sharp bow, straight-line hull 
and hydrodynamic shape make 
these new Sea Eagle NeedleNose 
inflatable SUPs faster, sleeker and 
easier to paddle. This allows you 
to paddle our inflatable SUPs long 
distances effortlessly.

easy to store...Could you ask for more?

or visit SUP.SeaEagle.com

They fold to a fraction 
of their inflated sizes 

Inflatable SUPs Designed 
To Be Faster and Easier! 
NEW Sea Eagle® 
NeedleNose™ SUPs
Featuring 
Patent Pending 
Wave Piercing Design!

AWNING FABRICS

AWNING ACCESSORIES

SLIDE-OUT FABRICS

SUN-SHADES

AWNING MISTING

AWNING LED LIGHTS

QUALITY RV AWNING 
FABRICS & ACCESSORIES 
AT UNBEATABLE PRICES!

(574) 584-3451
www.RVAwningsMart.com
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866-9-RV-CENTER | CWRVS.com

* Government fees, state taxes and dealer fees as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable 
in CA, OH, TX, TN, GA or UT). Inventory and floorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. Contact your area 
dealer for availability. ̂ ^All payments to qualified buyers with approved credit. Subject to lender terms. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New 
unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other offer and not applicable to prior sales. Offers valid at any Camping World 
RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. Offers expire 8/13/14. FR031822-0514

© 2014 Disney

ASK HOW YOU CAN UPGRADE TO Good Sam ELITE
GoodSamClub.com

2014 Heartland 
SUNDANCE 3000MK
STK# GRW1023714  MSRP $51,812  SAVE $21,817

$29,995 *
OR

 $213/MO^^

Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 180 mos.

2014 Coleman 
COLEMAN CTS16QB
STK# SGU481199  MSRP $17,574  SAVE $4,579

$12,995*
OR

 $111/MO^^

Payment based on 10% down @ 5.50% APR for 144 mos.

2014 Heartland 2014 Forest River 
V-CROSS 325VRL

STK# EUG469098  MSRP $56,999  SAVE $14,009

$42,990*
OR

 $306/MO^^

Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 180 mos.

TAKE OFF ON AN ADVENTURE THIS SUMMER!
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SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com    Product Protection Plan available To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL

*For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/39install

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

NEW! EXCLUSIVE 2014 GOOD SAM CLUB BENEFIT!

For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/39install

INSTALLED PRICE OR IT’S FREE!INSTATAT

 $39 INSTALLATION!
ALLED PRICE OR IT’S FREE!ALLED PRICE OR IT’S FREE!
INSTALLATIO
WE’LL BEAT  ANY COMPETITOR’S

STATAT
99

ALLE
WWPLUS,

*For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/39install

$$
LARGEST 
INVENTORY 

SELECTION!

For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/39install

!! SAVE HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS!

CA030074 Installation Offer Ad for May MH.indd   1 2/18/14   4:48 PM

22' brushed 
aluminum pole

Collapses to  
4' for storage

Flagpole Buddy, 22' #72855   
Patented holders allow flagpole insertion from ground 
level. Holds the pole securely in two locations. Mounts 
to any flat surface. | Ship Wt. 6 lbs.

CLUB SALE
$12997

 Reg. $164.49

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$30
OFF

Carry bag 
included

NEW! Black Round  
Folding Table #74240 
Steel frame with sturdy  
polyester fabric. Two built-in 
drink holders. | Ship Wt. 5 lbs.

NEW!

 281⁄2" dia. x 231⁄2" H CLUB SALE

$1497
Reg. $21.99

 94"L x 16"H frame

CLUB SALE

$ 6997 Reg. $99.99

Portable/Folding Hammock #74258  
Stable base won’t tip easily. Frame opens and closes  
easily. Carry bag included. 250 lb. capacity. | ° $19 $9 | 

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$30
OFF

Folding High Chair #70185 
Durable woven polyester 
fabric on a strong metal 
folding frame. Safety harness 
holds child securely. Includes 
carry bag. | ° $16 $9 | 

CLUB SALE
$ 5197

   
Reg. $67.99

folding frame. Safety harness 
100 lb. 

capacity

Silver Crest Recliner & Chair Set #69157 
Weather-resistant, woven polyester fabric on textured heavy-
duty tube steel frames. Locking clips hold recliner in position. 
Chair has no painful cross bar behind legs. | ° $21 $9 | 

CLUB SALE

$ 5997 Reg. $139.99

Each supports 
up to 225 lbs.21"W

WHILE 
SUPPLIES 

LAST!

EXCLUSIVE! Sleep Number® Bed RV Premier
Short Queen RV Premier 60" x 75" #44073 
Queen RV Premier 60" x 80" #44074 
King RV Premier 76" x 80" #44077 
• Luxurious European-style™ Pillowtop offers a supersoft sleep surface  
• A full two inches of exclusive Intralux® offers three unique comfort zones 
• Firmness Control™ System allows quick, extra-quiet Sleep Number® adjustments 
• Wireless remote includes a Memory button for your favorite setting 
• Radius cut beds have two rounded corners
Other sizes available by Special Order  
Let Us Install It $98.89 NOW ONLY CLUB SALE $39! | ° $65 $9 | 

STARTING AT  
CLUB SALE

$ 125997* 

Reg. $1479.99

NEW & EXCLUSIVE!  
Stripe Patio Mats, 9' x 12'
Blue #69184     Brown #69185     Orange #69186     Green #69187
Reversible, weather-resistant  polypropylene mats are UV-stabilized to 
prevent fading and resist mold and mildew. Built-in corner tabs hold stakes 
(sold separately below). | Ship Wt. 11 lbs.
EXCLUSIVE! Patio Mat Carry Bag (not shown) #69095 
Holds 6' x 9', 9' x 12' or 8' x 16' patio mat.  
Club SALE $12.99 Reg. $14.99 | Ship Wt. 3⁄4 lb.

CLUB SALE

$ 4997  
Reg. $79.99

STARTING AT CLUB SALE

$497
 Reg. $6.99

$599
VALUE!

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

PLUS
$39 INSTALL

UP
TO  

$220
OFF

*Starting price reflects Short Queen size.
CL

U
B 

M
EM

BERS SAVE

20%

OFF
CL

U
B 

M
EM

BERS SAVE

30%

OFF

35"L x 16"D x 16"W

1" dia. flag clips  
rotate & easily 

remove for storage

HOT DEAL!

CA
03

20
22

©2014 Disney©2014 Disney

16"W

EXCLUSIVE!

Sale Prices Expire  
July 27, 2014

CLUB MEMBERS

SAVEUP 
TO55% ON EVENT-ONLY SPECIALS!

HOT DEAL!

SAVE 55%
CLUB MEMBERS
TWO FOR ONE GREAT PRICE!

PLUS!
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS ONLY 
ENJOY FREE COFFEE & DONUTS!

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

PRIZE
WHEEL!

SAVE EVEN MORE!
ACTIVITY BOOK

SPIN THE

FOR A CHANCE TO

Thetford Premium Cleaners
• RV Wash & Wax 
• Black Streak & Bug Removers 
• Rubber Roof Cleaner 
• Awning Cleaner  
• Protect & Shine 
Formulated especially for RV surfaces, Thetford cleaners  
and protectants help maintain your RV’s appearance while  
protecting it against UV, road grime, weather and other  
environmental elements. Easy to use and eco-friendly,  
Thetford cleaners and protectants come ready to use in  
convenient, economical sizes. | Ship Wt. 1⁄2 - 10 lbs.

SAVE 25%
CLUB MEMBERS

PLUS, FREE TUB* WITH 
PURCHASE OF ANY TWO OR MORE  
THETFORD CLEANERS!

*Limit 1 tub per customer while supplies last. Valid only with purchase 
of any two, any size, Thetford Premium Cleaners listed above.

FREE
FOR THE KIDS!

Blue

Brown Orange Green

NEW &
EXCLUSIVE!

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

35%

OFF

WHILE 
SUPPLIES 

LAST!
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SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com    Product Protection Plan available To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ TL

*For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/39install

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

NEW! EXCLUSIVE 2014 GOOD SAM CLUB BENEFIT!

INSTALLED PRICE OR IT’S FREE!
 $39 INSTALLATION!

WE’LL BEAT  ANY COMPETITOR’SPLUS,LARGEST 
INVENTORY 

SELECTION! SAVE HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS!

CA030074 Installation Offer Ad for May MH.indd   1 2/18/14   4:48 PM

22' brushed 
aluminum pole

Collapses to  
4' for storage

Flagpole Buddy, 22' #72855   
Patented holders allow flagpole insertion from ground 
level. Holds the pole securely in two locations. Mounts 
to any flat surface. | Ship Wt. 6 lbs.

CLUB SALE
$12997

 Reg. $164.49

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$30
OFF

Carry bag 
included

NEW! Black Round  
Folding Table #74240 
Steel frame with sturdy  
polyester fabric. Two built-in 
drink holders. | Ship Wt. 5 lbs.

NEW!

 281⁄2" dia. x 231⁄2" H CLUB SALE

$1497
Reg. $21.99

 94"L x 16"H frame

CLUB SALE

$ 6997 Reg. $99.99

Portable/Folding Hammock #74258  
Stable base won’t tip easily. Frame opens and closes  
easily. Carry bag included. 250 lb. capacity. | ° $19 $9 | 

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$30
OFF

Folding High Chair #70185 
Durable woven polyester 
fabric on a strong metal 
folding frame. Safety harness 
holds child securely. Includes 
carry bag. | ° $16 $9 | 

CLUB SALE
$ 5197

   
Reg. $67.99

100 lb. 
capacity

Silver Crest Recliner & Chair Set #69157 
Weather-resistant, woven polyester fabric on textured heavy-
duty tube steel frames. Locking clips hold recliner in position. 
Chair has no painful cross bar behind legs. | ° $21 $9 | 

CLUB SALE

$ 5997 Reg. $139.99

Each supports 
up to 225 lbs.21"W

WHILE 
SUPPLIES 

LAST!

EXCLUSIVE! Sleep Number® Bed RV Premier
Short Queen RV Premier 60" x 75" #44073 
Queen RV Premier 60" x 80" #44074 
King RV Premier 76" x 80" #44077 
• Luxurious European-style™ Pillowtop offers a supersoft sleep surface  
• A full two inches of exclusive Intralux® offers three unique comfort zones 
• Firmness Control™ System allows quick, extra-quiet Sleep Number® adjustments 
• Wireless remote includes a Memory button for your favorite setting 
• Radius cut beds have two rounded corners
Other sizes available by Special Order  
Let Us Install It $98.89 NOW ONLY CLUB SALE $39! | ° $65 $9 | 

STARTING AT  
CLUB SALE

$ 125997* 

Reg. $1479.99

NEW & EXCLUSIVE!  
Stripe Patio Mats, 9' x 12'
Blue #69184     Brown #69185     Orange #69186     Green #69187
Reversible, weather-resistant  polypropylene mats are UV-stabilized to 
prevent fading and resist mold and mildew. Built-in corner tabs hold stakes 
(sold separately below). | Ship Wt. 11 lbs.
EXCLUSIVE! Patio Mat Carry Bag (not shown) #69095 
Holds 6' x 9', 9' x 12' or 8' x 16' patio mat.  
Club SALE $12.99 Reg. $14.99 | Ship Wt. 3⁄4 lb.

CLUB SALE

$ 4997  
Reg. $79.99

STARTING AT CLUB SALE

$497
 Reg. $6.99

$599
VALUE!

CL
U

B 
M

EM
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UP
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OFF

*Starting price reflects Short Queen size.
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35"L x 16"D x 16"W

1" dia. flag clips  
rotate & easily 

remove for storage

HOT DEAL!
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16"W

EXCLUSIVE!

Sale Prices Expire  
July 27, 2014

CLUB MEMBERS

SAVEUP 
TO55% ON EVENT-ONLY SPECIALS!

HOT DEAL!

SAVE 55%
CLUB MEMBERS
TWO FOR ONE GREAT PRICE!

PLUS!
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS ONLY 
ENJOY FREE COFFEE & DONUTS!

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

PRIZE
WHEEL!

SAVE EVEN MORE!

CLUB MEMBERS

SAVE 55%

ACTIVITY BOOK

PRIZEPRIZE
WWHHEEEELL!!

SSAAVVVAVAAVA EE EEVVEENN MORE!

SPIN THE

FOR A CHANCE TO

Thetford Premium Cleaners
• RV Wash & Wax 
• Black Streak & Bug Removers 
• Rubber Roof Cleaner 
• Awning Cleaner  
• Protect & Shine 
Formulated especially for RV surfaces, Thetford cleaners  
and protectants help maintain your RV’s appearance while  
protecting it against UV, road grime, weather and other  
environmental elements. Easy to use and eco-friendly,  
Thetford cleaners and protectants come ready to use in  
convenient, economical sizes. | Ship Wt. 1⁄2 - 10 lbs.

SAVE 25%
CLUB MEMBERS

PLUS, FREE TUB* WITH 
PURCHASE OF ANY TWO OR MORE  
THETFORD CLEANERS!

*Limit 1 tub per customer while supplies last. Valid only with purchase 
of any two, any size, Thetford Premium Cleaners listed above.

CTIVITY BOO
FREE
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FOR THE KIDS!
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Huntsville, Alabama, is well known 
for its numerous historic sites 
and down-home attributes. The 

city’s downtown area is rich in Alabama 
lore, with several historic neighborhood 
districts, a 150-year-old railroad depot, 
the oldest hardware store in Alabama, 
world-class museums and living-history 
villages. Huntsville is also blessed 
with colorful botanical gardens, stately 
houses dating from the 1850s, nature 
preserves and sanctuaries, recreational 
lakes and parks, and a full array of 
visitor sites and services. But the city’s 
shining jewel is something else entirely 
— and defi nitely out of this world.

Huntsville’s U.S. Space & Rocket 
Center is a Smithsonian Affi liate and the 
offi cial visitor center for the Marshall 
Space Flight Center. Open to the 
public 361 days of the year, the center 

SPACED OUT IN

HUNTSVILLE
Southern hospitality awaits in this north Alabama city that houses many of 
the state’s antebellum homes and America’s most extensive rocket collection

article by Carl Calvert  photos by Ann Calvert

contains more than 1,500 artifacts 
from America’s achievements in space 
exploration. Visitors can relive the 
dramatic Space Race by NASA and see 
a Saturn V rocket — one of only three 
on display in the world. Guests can 
also learn about the development and 
evolution of the space shuttle program 
and International Space Station (ISS), as 
well as NASA’s latest innovations. 

The center houses America’s 
largest rocket collection, along with 
Apollo spacecraft, a space shuttle 
replica and a fl ight simulator. It is also 
home to Space Camp, where campers 
age 9 to 18 put their skills to the test 
as they train to live and work in space. 
During these weeklong overnight camp 
programs, young people can take 
command of their own simulated space 
missions to the ISS, the moon and 

beyond. Lastly, the center also offers 
IMAX movies, a bus tour to NASA’s 
Marshall Space Flight Center and a 
number of group programs.

Although the U.S. Space & Rocket 
Center is defi nitely the gem of Hunts-
ville’s tourist attractions, the city’s 
downtown historic sites are not to be 
missed. Twickenham Historic District, 
north and east of Courthouse Square, 
contains the state’s largest collections 
of antebellum homes, dating from 
1841. The Old Town district contains 

A space shuttle replica sits proudly in the middle of the U.S. Space & Rocket Center.
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SPACED OUT IN

(Above) Visitors can climb into a Mercury space 
capsule. (Right) Imagine the power and size of 
this booster rocket.
 

THE CENTER CONTAINS MORE 
THAN 1,500 ARTIFACTS FROM 

AMERICA’S ACHIEVEMENTS IN 
SPACE EXPLORATION 

The U.S. Space & Rocket Center
is fun for people of all ages.

the former estate of physician William 
Burritt that includes a log cabin, a 
locksmith shop and a church.

For outdoor enthusiasts, the area 
around Huntsville is rich in recre-
ational opportunities and spectacular 
scenery. About 35 miles southeast of 
the city lies Lake Guntersville and its 

adjacent state park. The 6,000-acre 
park offers swimming, boating, tennis, 
an 18-hole golf course, hiking, a nature 
center and a campground. Also in 
the area is DeSoto State Park, with 
waterfalls and wildfl owers; Buck’s 
Pocket State Park, which offers 20 
miles of hiking trails; and Cathedral 

federal and Victorian homes, and the 
Five Points district contains historic 
bungalows. The railroad runs through 
the Madison Historic District, and the 
Huntsville Depot is a restored 1860 
passenger depot. Guided tours are 
offered at the depot, and it also displays 
Civil War exhibits, period locomotives 
and other vehicles.

Of special interest is Harrison 
Brothers Hardware store, the oldest 
operating hardware store in Alabama. 
Established in 1879, the store is run 
by the Historic Huntsville Foundation. 
Nostalgic items are displayed and sold 
within the store’s antique interior. 
Other interesting downtown sights 
include the Huntsville Museum of Art,  
the Children’s History Museum and 
Maple Hill Cemetery, dating from 1822. 
Just outside of town, you’ll fi nd the 
Huntsville Botanical Garden, the State 
Black Archives Museum, the Veterans 
Memorial Museum, and Burritt on the 
Mountain, a living history museum on 
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Caverns, where visitors can take a cave 
tour or check out a gem mine.

During our visit to this area, 
we took in the Guntersville Museum 
and Cultural Center in the town of 
Guntersville. At the time, the museum 
was featuring a Wernher von Braun 
exhibit, a tribute to the scientist often 
credited as being the father of the 
modern rocket and a leading pioneer 
of space fl ight.

For a totally different experience, 
be sure to visit the Unclaimed Baggage 
Center in Scottsboro, a few miles east 
of Huntsville. Unclaimed Baggage 
is the only store of its kind. They buy 
truckloads of lost and unclaimed 

Buck’s Pocket State Park
Grove Oak, Alabama
RV campsites with water and electric 
hookups (four with sewer service, fi ve 
with free Wi-Fi), picnic tables and grills. 
Laundry and bathhouse.
256-659-2000, www.alapark.com/
buckspocket/camping

DeSoto State Park
Fort Payne, Alabama
Full-hookup RV campsites with 
30-/50-amp service, picnic tables and 
grills. Lodge and restaurant with free 
Wi-Fi. Country store, gift shop, laundry 
and two bathhouses.
256-845-0051, www.alapark.com/
desotoresort/camping

Monte Sano State Park
Huntsville, Alabama
Full-hookup campsites available on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis, including 
four pull-throughs. Two bathhouses and 
a dump station.
256-534-6589, www.alapark.com/
montesano/camping

Mountain Breeze RV Park
Laceys Spring, Alabama
Campsites with full hookups and 20-/
30-/50-amp service. Laundry facilities. 
Pets welcome. Open year-round. 
Located 7 miles south of Huntsville.
256-200-5133

Parnell Creek RV Park
Woodville, Alabama (about 25 miles 
from Huntsville)
Campsites with 30-/50-amp hookups. 
Saltwater pool, LP-gas, playground, 
outdoor pavilion, minigolf, fi tness center 
and dog run.
256-508-7308 
www.parnellcreekrvpark.com

U.S. Space & Rocket Center RV Park
Huntsville, Alabama
Back-in and pull-through campsites with 
30-amp hookups. Laundry and shower 
facilities. Wi-Fi available for a fee.
800-637-7223, 256-830-4987 
www.spacecamp.com/travel/rvpark

RV PARKS

X

ENTER
TO WIN!

Grand Prize
Grand prize winner will receive a

$5,000 shopping spree at any 
authorized Powerhouse® retailer!

Runner-up
3 Runners-up will win a

Powerhouse® 2000Wi Generator!

Honorable Mention
10 Honorable mentions will receive a 
Coleman® SUNFORCE Solar Panel Kit!

Enter at:
Trailerlife.com/

wherever-adventure-takes-you
5/1/14 thru 7/31/14

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Contest begins 
on 5/1/14 and ends on 7/31/14. Open to legal residents of the 
50 United States and Canada (except Quebec residents) that are 
the age of majority in the applicable jurisdiction of residence. For 
Offi cial Rules, which include entry methods, prize description, and 
complete details, visit www.trailerlife.com/photo-contest  Sponsor: 
Powerhouse Generator. Void where prohibited.

We Want to See 
Where Adventure 

Takes You!Takes You!

Show us!Show us!Show us!Show us!

WHEREVER
ADVENTURE
TAKES YOU.

WHEREVER

airline baggage, then refurbish and 
sell the contents to the public. At the 
store, shoppers will fi nd CDs, DVDs, 
books, designer fashions, fi ne jewelry, 
name-brand luggage, digital cameras, 
sporting goods and more. The store 
also features a museum of unusual 
and bizarre items they’ve unpacked 
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★Montgomery

HUNTSVILLE

The Guntersville Museum contains a 
fascinating collection of memorabilia
and offers rotating exhibits.

SPACED OUT IN HUNTSVILLE
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Powering life
in the great outdoors.™

WHEREVER ADVENTURE
TAKES YOU.

powerhouse-products.com

Whether it’s a day in the dunes or a week at the beach, Powerhouse generators deliver 
performance you can depend on. Pure, clean inverter power that is safe for sensitive electronics, 

quiet enough to enjoy in camp and stingy with fuel. So next trip, take Powerhouse along, 
and add a little comfort to your adventure.

POWERHOUSE IS THERE.

Powerhouse generators are available in 
seven models from 500 watts to 6500 watts.

Powerhouse_TrailerLife_020714.indd   1 2/7/14   3:37 PM
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SAVE MONEY, SAVE 
SPACE, CUT WASTE!

1 OZ TREATS UP  
TO 50 GALLONS  

OF WASTE

ONLY 1/4 – 1/2 OZ 
TREATS GREY WATER

T-5 SUPER 
CONCENTRATED LIQUID 

TOILET CHEMICAL
FORMALDHYDE FREE  

& NON DYE

ASK FOR OUR 
PRODUCTS AT YOUR 

LOCAL DEALER

GOT  
ODOR/SENSOR 

PROBLEMS?

Like us on Facebook

LOOK NO 
FURTHER!

George Dickel Tennessee Whisky Distillery
931-857-3124, extension 230 
www.georgedickel.com

Huntsville/Madison County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau
 800-843-0468, 256-551-2230 
www.huntsville.org

Jack Daniel’s Distillery Visitor Center
931-759-6357, www.jackdaniels.com

Unclaimed Baggage Center
256-259-1525, www.unclaimedbaggage.com

U.S. Space & Rocket Center
800-637-7223, www.rocketcenter.com

RESOURCES

from lost luggage, and it even offers a 
café for when the shopping experience 
whets the appetite.

Further afi eld, a day trip north of 
Huntsville into Tennessee is well worth 
the miles to visit a bit of Southern history 
and tradition — namely, two of Tennes-
see’s most famous whiskey distilleries, 
Jack Daniel’s and George Dickel. The 
larger and more famous of the two, 
Jack Daniel’s is located in Lynchburg 
and makes every drop of Jack Daniel’s 
Tennessee Whiskey from spring water 
on its property. The company has been 
making whiskey since 1866, and tours 
of the entire process are offered. Inter-
estingly, Jack Daniel’s is located in a 
dry county, where alcoholic beverages 
cannot be sold. While the tour is free, 
for a moderate fee visitors can sample 
the product under a special agreement 
by the county. 

Nearby, in Tennessee’s Coffee 
County, is the George Dickel Distillery. 
Located in the small town of Tullahoma, 
this distillery also offers free tours 
and a glimpse into its rich history of 
providing a special brand of Tennessee 
libation. Unfortunately, no tastings are 
offered at George Dickel.

Visitors to the Huntsville area can 
be assured that their time spent in 

this part of Alabama will be rich in 
history, with plenty of sights, sounds 
and tastes to fi ll the senses and delight 
the spirit. And for kids of all ages, the 
highlight of Huntsville, the U.S. Space 
& Rocket Center, is defi nitely a soaring 
experience. q

(Above) Jack Daniel’s whiskey is produced 
at its distillery in Lynchburg, Tennessee, 
situated in a dry county. (Right) A statue of 
Daniel stands at the entrance of the spring.

SPACED OUT IN HUNTSVILLE
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Motorhomes with a guest half bath amidships have 
been a popular option for many years, as they allow 
visitors or overnight guests the freedom to use the 

restroom without traipsing into the master bed/bath area of 
the coach. The fi fth-wheel trailer market has been somewhat 
sluggish to follow this trend, which seems strange when you 
consider that fi fth-wheels, with their huge living areas, are 
usually more suitable for entertaining than their motorized 
counterparts. But KZ RV recently introduced a new fl oorplan 
into its GoldRush Durango line that not only has a half bath in 
the living area but is loaded with features that make it a good 
value in the competitive midprice fi fth-wheel market.

Unlike most companies that use a series of numbers and 
letters to describe a given fl oorplan, KZ has given this new 
fl oorplan a name: Klondike. At just longer than 40 feet, it’s one of 
the bigger fi fth-wheels out there, but with a dry weight of 11,460 
pounds and a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 14,500 
pounds, it can still be towed by a 2500 series single rear-wheel 
pickup. It’s also competitively base priced at $58,645, making it 
an attractive option for those looking to step up on a budget.

Tan is the new white, and KZ follows the trend by fi nishing 
the GoldRush in tan gelcoat with graphics, standard aluminum 

wheels and frameless tinted windows (which in the test unit 
were also dual-pane, a desirable and highly recommended 
$1,155 option). Not as noticeable but also a nice feature is the 
standard power patio awning fi tted with an LED light strip.

Functionally speaking, the exterior has what you’d expect 
in a trailer of this size: namely, a huge fi nished basement 
storage area and separate, easily accessible compartments 
for the battery and propane cylinders. The curbside battery 
door is fi tted with controls for the standard four-point leveling 
system, which is a nice feature, but we wish it were located 
on the driver’s side. Operating the jacks on the passenger's 
side, then passing between the truck and trailer to get back to 
the driver’s seat (sometimes several times) while hooking up 
grows tiresome in a hurry. In fairness, KZ isn’t the only manu-
facturer that puts these controls on this side.

The basement storage easily accommodated our trip es-
sentials, but we did notice that the plumbing from the front 
master bathroom passes directly through this area — so be 
advised to keep heavy items away from the plumbing to avoid 
the potential for damage. Fortunately, another compartment 
at the front of the trailer would be a good place to keep tool-
boxes and other heavy items within easy reach. The test unit 

Going for Gold
KZ RV’s new bath-and-a-half Klondike fl oorplan promises greater fl exibility for entertaining

article by Chris Hemer  photos by Scott Hirko
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did have small cutouts in the metal fl oor 
for the optional generator prep ($470). 
You may need to line it with plywood or 
other material if you want it to be truly 
weatherproof.

On the street side of the trailer, the 
basement storage compartment fea-
tures a utility center with the front bath 
black/gray dump handles, as well as 
clearly marked instructions for plumb-
ing operation depending on the desired 
function (dry camping with demand 
water pump, city water supply, black-
tank fl ush, winterizing, etc.). It’s a well-
executed design, but we wish that the 
dump valves weren’t cable operated. This 
is probably a concession to the trailer’s 
unusual bath-and-a-half arrangement, 
but we’ve found that cables simply aren’t 
as durable or reliable as rods and are 
harder to fi x when they break. In fact, 
the gray valve in the test unit would not 
close completely after dumping.

Towing the Durango with our long-
term 2014 Ford F-350 Super Duty dually 
was completely uneventful — the trailer 
tracked beautifully and never gave us 
any cause for concern. Some of the 
credit here goes to the standard Rota-
Flex pin box by Trailair, which contrib-
uted to the smooth, clunk-free ride.

Setting up at our campsite, we de-
ployed the automatic four-point leveling 
jacks on decidedly uneven ground. The 
system did its job in about two minutes 
and was about ½ inch from perfectly 
level by our estimation. The front land-
ing jacks on the test unit were equipped 
with JT’s Strong Arm jack stabilizers, 
which seemed to make a signifi cant
improvement to the stability of the 

structure as a whole.
If you want to have fun with your 

RVing friends during setup, ask them to 
fi nd the control panel with the slideout 
switches. We looked in all the most 
sensible locations for several minutes 
before eventually fi nding it behind one 
of the waist-high doors in the galley 
hutch. The panel is situated between 
the retracted slides on either side and 
the kitchen island behind you, so the 
only way to operate the slide switches is 
to bend at an awkward sideways angle 
or wiggle your way between the slides 
and the island and then squat down. 
This is far from practical, especially for 
older users, so we’d defi nitely like to 
see the panel relocated to a more user-
friendly location.

With the jacks down, the slides out 
and the patio awning deployed, we were 
able to take in the trailer’s expansive 
living area. The decor, with its maple-
colored cabinetry, contrasting walnut-
colored kitchen island and dark brown 
solid-surface countertops, is pleasing 
to look at, and we also appreciated the 
use of wood-look vinyl fl ooring in the 
kitchen and dining areas and plush car-
pet in the living area.

The kitchen is well laid out for the 
traveling chef, with plenty of prep space 
on the kitchen island, plus more if you 
use the sink covers. The stainless-steel 
sink is generously proportioned, but 
the faucet with pull-out sprayer, al-
though handsomely designed, is fl imsy 
plastic. The island has doors on either 
side, though much of the storage space 
within is occupied by plumbing. There 
are also electrical outlets at either end, 

and attractive pendant lights above pro-
vide plenty of illumination when needed. 
A towel bar at the forward end is also a 
nice touch, and there’s open storage on 
the living area end for miscellaneous 
knickknacks. LED accent lighting be-
neath the island lends a touch of class.

At the front of the kitchen is the 
aforementioned hutch with more counter 
space, plus four drawers and a cabinet. 
Above this area is a cabinet with decora-
tive frosted glass doors, and beneath it 
are LED task lights that are controlled by 
switches mounted in the control panel 
cabinet. On the street side of the kitchen 
is a black residential Samsung 18-cubic-
foot refrigerator with double doors and 
a freezer beneath ($1,840), which cooled 
quickly and had more than enough room 
for groceries. Though we obviously had 
to plug in to keep the fridge running once 
we arrived at our destination, we found 
that the trailer’s 1,000-watt inverter and 
a single 12-volt battery (not supplied) 
kept it cold during travel. 

Next to the refrigerator is a cabinet 
that houses a four-burner Suburban 
range with a standard oven, utensil 
drawer and a handy slideout trash re-
ceptacle, which we wish more RVs had. 
Below the oven is another drawer that 
would be ideal for cookie sheets and fry-
ing pans. A black microwave oven of un-
known origin was large enough to handle 
full-size plates of food, and a slideout 
spice rack made it easy to access the 

Front master bath features a vanity with a 
mirror and plenty of room for storage. Space 
to the right of the vanity is unused — another 
vanity might make sense here.

K Z  R V  G O L D R U S H  D U R A N G O  K L O N D I K E
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Elegant-looking decor in rich brown tones makes for cozy living. The theater seats and couch 
are very comfy places from which to watch TV in the opposing entertainment center.

KZ RV GOLDRUSH
DURANGO KLONDIKE

Exterior Length 40' 6"

Exterior Width 8' 4"

Exterior Height 12' 11"

Interior Width 8' 1"

Interior Height 8' (living area)
 6' 4" (bedroom area)

Construction  Six-sided
aluminum framing, ⁵⁄8-inch plywood 
fl oor decking, ³⁄8-inch walk-on roof 

decking, laminated side walls, refl ective 
foil insulation with R-38 value

Freshwater Cap. 67 gal.

Gray-Water Cap. 57 gal.

Black-Water Cap. 87 gal.

LP-Gas Cap. 14 gal.

Water-Heater Cap. 12 gal.

Refrigerator 18 cu. ft.

Furnace 35,000 Btu

Air Conditioner (2) 15,000 Btu /
13,500 Btu

Converter 50 amp

Battery dealer supplied

Tires ST235/80R16

Suspension Leaf spring, E-Z Flex equalizer

Weight (freshwater, water  
heater, LP-gas full, no
supplies or passengers 12,060 lbs.

Hitch Weight 2,360 lbs.

Axle Weight 9,700 lbs.

GVWR 14,500 lbs.

GAWR (2) 7,000 lbs.

Cargo Carrying Cap. 2,440 lbs.

MSRP, Base $58,645

MSRP, As Tested $62,531

Basic Warranty 2-year limited

KZ RV, Inc.
866-472-5460, www.kz-rv.com
Circle 135 on Reader Service Card

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

spices of our choosing while cooking.
Like most fi fth-wheels, the dining 

area features a freestanding dinette 
table with an extension and four chairs. 
With the extension in place, we learned 
two things: that there was enough room 
for four average size adults, and that it 
made the table dangerously lopsided. 
That’s because this table has a single 
large leg with four feet that simply can’t 
balance the table properly. We suggest 
that KZ either change the table’s design 
or fi t it with a strap or bracket attached 
to the wall that will keep it balanced 
when it is extended.

The living area is well executed 
and comfortable with plenty of storage 
space. Theater seats on the curbside 
recline and feature cup holders and a 
handy compartment that’s perfect for 
snacks, remotes, etc. Both the seats 
and the rear sofa sleeper are uphol-
stered in very soft, plush material that 
we found preferable to Ultraleather or 
even genuine cowhide. The seats were 
a bit stubborn to deploy completely, but 
this might be because they were new. 
Once comfortably reclined, you have 
an excellent view of the entertainment 
center, which has some great features. 
The most noticeable is the 39-inch Hi-
tachi fl at-screen LED television, billed 
as one of the thinnest in the TV biz. Its 
svelte profi le allowed KZ to mount it in 

a frame that has a handle on the right 
side. Pull on it, and the TV swings away 
to reveal additional storage and satel-
lite connections. It’s a pretty slick setup, 
although the television had an annoying 
menu along the bottom that displayed 
the features of the television on rotation, 
and we couldn’t fi nd a way to turn it off, 
even though KZ supplied the owner’s 
manual. We can’t imagine why any tele-
vision manufacturer would think their 
customers would want this “feature” 
built into the product.

Above the television is more stor-
age behind a frosted glass cabinet, and 
below it is a huge drawer that is perfect 
for an ambitious DVD collection. To the 
left of the TV are two more cabinets that 
would be good for blankets and pillows, 
and right between them is a Jensen AM/
FM/DVD player. We found the entertain-
ment system worked well as a whole; 
the Jensen unit was easy to use and has 
controls to switch speaker sound to the 
living area, bedroom or outside speak-
ers. We didn’t have a cable hookup, but 
popping in a DVD let us experience the 
surround-sound system, which sounded 
great to us. We also didn’t have occasion 
to use the optional electric fi replace 
below the television ($445) but could 
imagine how cozy it would be to relax 
and enjoy this feature during the winter.

The couch at the rear of the trailer 

was likewise comfy — for sitting on. It 
folds out into a bed that, while roomy 
enough, has a steel support rod under-
neath that you can feel in the small of 
your back. It’s not a place anyone, ex-
cept small, lightweight kids, would want 
to sleep. If you expect guests, invest in a 
thick memory-foam mattress topper or 
an air mattress. We’d really like to see 
KZ, or the furniture manufacturer, make 
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this sofa bed more comfortable.
On the way to the front bedroom is a 

door that accesses the guest bathroom. 
This area has a surprising amount of 
room, plus generous counter space, a 
small stainless-steel sink and a por-
celain toilet. A large mirror is located 
above the counter, and to its right is 
a tall, shallow cabinet with shelves. 
There’s plenty of room for folded tow-
els in the cabinet above the sink, but it 
might be located too high for shorter 
users. More storage space is available 
beneath the sink, but considering this 
area also contains plumbing, you proba-
bly shouldn’t put anything here that you 
wouldn’t want to get wet in the event 
of a leak. The wall has switches for the 
overhead and countertop lights, but not 
the fan, which is located way too high for 
most people to reach. There’s also no 
switch for the water pump, and consid-
ering this is the bathroom that you’d use 
during travel stops, that’s a detail that 
shouldn’t have been overlooked.

Up the steps in the bedroom is a king 

bed in a streetside slideout. We’ve said it 
before and we’ll say it again here — we 
don’t understand why manufacturers 
fi nd it necessary to sacrifi ce nightstands 
for a king bed. Either make the room 
big enough to accommodate a king or 
leave it a queen with nightstands. The 
shelf above the bed can work, but try 
reaching for water or other necessities 
here in the dark. On the positive side, the 

combination inner spring/memory-foam 
mattress was very comfortable and 
had underbed storage with gas struts 
that easily supported the weight of the 
mattress. Storage for folded clothes is 
provided by a sort of curio cabinet at 
the foot of the bed; we wouldn’t call it a 
chest of drawers because it doesn’t have 
any. Instead, there are cabinets on either 
side of the window, a countertop and 

Kitchen and living areas are well designed and pleasing to the eye. Entertainment center has 
tons of storage space, and the AM/FM/DVD player is easy to operate. King-size bed comes at 
the expense of nightstands — a trend we wish would stop.
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more cabinets underneath. There are 
hookups for a television but not enough 
space for a very big one.

All the way forward is the master 
bath, which, like the half bath, is sur-
prisingly roomy and equipped with a 
porcelain toilet. To the right of the entry 
is a vanity with a stainless-steel sink, 
good counter space, a large mirror and 
a cabinet. We noticed that the space di-
rectly behind the door is unused, which 
made us wonder if it would be possible 
to fit a larger vanity with two sinks. 

A trend in the RV industry that we 
really appreciate is the use of large, 
rectangular residential shower enclo-
sures in fifth-wheel trailers. The Gold-
Rush was so equipped, and the space 
features a molded seat and sliding-
glass door to further the residential 
feel. Between the shower and the for-
ward closet is a tall, deep cabinet per-
fect for storing folded towels, and at the 
front is a mirrored sliding door providing 
access to a spacious walk-in closet. 
This area features cedar inserts, shoe 

storage and a large cabinet that could 
be used to store comforters, blankets 
and the like. This unit was also proudly 
equipped with an optional Dyson hand 
vacuum ($530) that would neither 
charge nor operate. We’d recommend 
you save some money and bring your 
own vacuum.

Overall, the systems in this fifth-
wheel worked well. Fifty-amp service 
allows the use of a second air-condi-
tioner in the bedroom area ($975), with 
the thermostat controls logically placed 
in both zones. The ducted system 
proved to be both effective and quiet, 
and the same goes for the demand 
water pump that was barely audible 
within the trailer. The switches, while 
not labeled, were at least in fairly intui-
tive locations; the only exceptions to this 
were the controls for the ceiling fan in 
the living area, some kitchen lights and 
the awning control, which were located 
on the kitchen area control panel. Put-
ting the ceiling fan switch anywhere 
would have made more sense — such 

as at the end of the island in the living 
area. By contrast, the powered roof 
vent here was controlled by a remote 
that was thoughtfully located in a handy 
holder near the theater seats. KZ also 
supplies a One Touch remote that can 
be used to operate the slides, awning, 
lights and leveling system.

Giving consumers the features they 
expect at a price they can afford is al-
ways a balancing act, and KZ did a good 
job with the GoldRush for the most part. 
We’d like to see better fit and finish in 
some areas, such as the ill-fitting trim 
over the tires and a drawer in the galley 
that was crooked. In our view, flaws like 
this are unacceptable because they’re 
very visible and should be easy to cor-
rect at the factory level. However, no 
trailer, regardless of price, is perfect 
— and with a few improvements, the 
KZ GoldRush in the Klondike floorplan 
could be a great choice for those in the 
market for a well-equipped, family-
friendly fifth-wheel that won’t break 
the bank. q

Thetford Corporation, Circle 127 on Reader Service Card
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article by B. Packwood 
WALK-THROUGH: ARCTIC FOX 27-5L
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Silver Lining

Northwood is one of the RV 
industry’s leading manu-
facturers that truly builds 

four-season trailers. Combine this 
feature with a proprietary aluminum 
super-structure frame, which utilizes 
thick-wall aluminum tubing ranging 
from .060 to .125 inches thick, and 
the company’s fi fth-wheels end up 
sporting a solid platform and rigid 
wall structure that allows Northwood 
to designate its trailers as suitable for 
off-road service, an aspect of travel 
that fi ts nicely with the factory’s rug-
ged Pacifi c Northwest location.

The stout, independently certi-
fi ed chassis is just the beginning of 
a solid construction approach that 
makes the Arctic Fox 27-5L Silver 
Fox Edition a feature-rich compact 
fi fth-wheel contender in the half-ton 
towable marketplace. Continuing the 
theme of building a foundation that’s 

Northwood Manufacturing delivers stout construction 
and a long list of amenities in its Silver Fox Edition 
half-ton towable fi fth-wheel

The 27-5L’s white exterior with black and gray graphics and a gray front cap are a nice departure from the norm.

designed to last a long time 
are higher-end components like 
Goodyear tires mounted on 16-inch 
aluminum wheels managed by a 
shock absorber at each wheel. 
Service is a big deal for Northwood, 
so using name-brand components 
makes it easier to handle replace-
ment or service issues. 

Adhered directly to the frame for 
maximum strength are the spare-tire 
carrier, entry step and electric sta-
bilizing and landing jacks that aid in 
steadying the platform when set up in 
camp as well as when it comes time 
to hitch up. Standard is a Reese 5th 
Airborne pin box, which helps maneu-
verability in tight places.

Blended nicely beyond the pin 
box is a handsome gray aerodynamic 
fi berglass front cap with integrated 
LED lights and radius corners. Lo-
cated below is a diamond-plate rock 

guard that runs the full width of the 
trailer, and the front storage area is 
conveniently prewired and prepped 
for a generator install. The rest of the 
body is assembled using a top-tier 
lamination process for building 
the high-density one-piece walls
and roof. 

A single-layer heavy-gauge rub-
ber membrane is laid over a sturdy 
backer on bow-style roof trusses to 
promote easier runoff and eliminate 
standing water. Northwood prides it-
self on the strength of the roof struc-
ture and commonly invites factory 
workers to pose for publicity pictures 
as a group standing on the roof.

As part of the exterior hardware, 
a Carefree Travel’r power awning 
with 12-volt DC LED lighting is 
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Northwood Manufacturing, www.northwoodmfg.com  Circle 136 on Reader Service Card.

Exterior Length 29' 5"

Exterior Width 8' 6"

Interior Height 8' 6"

Exterior Height 12' 6"

Freshwater Cap. 82 gal.

Black-Water Cap. 65 gal.

Gray-Water Cap. 35 gal.

LP-Gas Cap. 20 gal.

Axle Weight 9,650 lbs.

Hitch Weight 1,868 lbs.

GVWR 13,400 lbs.

MSRP, base $49,353

60" X 80"
BED

mounted to the patio side wall, complemented by deep-tint 
windows. Stereo speakers are integrated for easy outdoor 
listening. The exterior convenience center is well conceived, 
and there’s plenty of storage space in large compartments 
accessed by 1-inch-thick doors. The doors are fi tted with 
slam latches that have the supporting elements to provide 
decent security. 

The whole unit is outlined with large rain gutters and 
has twin 10-gallon LP-gas cylinders, instead of the 7-gallon 
units normally found on fi fth-wheels this size. There’s also 
an LP-gas quick-coupler for connecting a barbecue, fi re pit 
or camp-style lanterns.

The interior could be mistaken for a small luxury condo. 
While sitting at the dining room table, occupants will in-
stantly notice how homey the living area feels. It has a wide-
open fl oorplan, considering the fi fth-wheel is less than 
30 feet long. Ample fl oor space is highlighted by majestic 
decorative features with hints of iron decor tossed into the 
mix of antique glazed cabinetry. 

Spaciousness in the Silver Fox Edition is defi ned largely 
by the healthy-size living/dining room slideout. This main 
slideout is packed with an extremely comfy sofa bed 
wrapped with the Royal Estate package patterns and tones, 
along with the aforementioned dining table and chairs. 

Besides the typical sofa and dining set, the living quar-
ters are also home to a freestanding rocking recliner and a 
large mirror. There’s also a ceiling-mounted sunshade and 
a fan. Just below is an LCD TV coupled to a Jensen DVD/
CD AM/FM entertainment system with an iPod dock and 
auxiliary ports. Control switches for items like the awning 

(Top right) The living area slideout houses a four-seat dinette and a 
comfy sofa bed, while a freestanding rocker/recliner offers additional 
seating. (Below right) The roomy bath area provides access from 
either the hallway or bedroom and features an interesting brown 
garden shower enclosure with a matching sink. A porcelain toilet 
contributes to the residential feel. (Below left) Corner cabinets in the 
rear galley offer extensive storage.

and lights are located within the entertainment cabinetry 
as well. 

This integrated approach is supported by an all-in-one 
cabinet by the entry door. There’s also a small coat closet 
that’s ideal for leaving keys, caps and jackets on a user-
friendly sliding rack, all tucked in behind the TV/entertain-
ment/command center. 

In keeping with a rear-galley design, the corner cabinets 
make kitchen storage extensive and accessible. There’s 
a residential-size convection/microwave above the three-
burner stove. Between the two appliances (continued on page 69)
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article and photos by Bill and Jenn Gehr

P
ower converters fall into the category of “out of sight, 
out of mind” — literally. In fact, some owners may not 
even know where the converter is located in their RV. 
Compact size and a high degree of reliability enable 

manufacturers to install converters in convenient and incon-
spicuous places. Modern electronic converters are quiet and 
efficient, operating automatically when the RV is plugged in to 
shorepower or when the generator is running.

Converters have two basic jobs to perform. As their name 
implies, they convert 120-volt AC power into 12-volt DC power 
for running multiple 12-volt DC appliances and accessories 
without draining the batteries. They also are supposed to keep 
the batteries at least partially charged. While the concept is 
good, reality suggests that many of these basic single-stage 
converters do not condition batteries properly. In fact, many 
supply only a float charge, which in time will prevent the 
batteries from reaching maximum capability, from 
both power supply and longevity standpoints.

The rising cost of lead and advancements in 
technology have catapulted the price of batteries 
significantly during the past 20 years. Proper 
charging will help prevent sulfation, a deposit of 
lead sulfate on the plates that adversely affects 
the ability of the battery to accept a charge. This 
condition is the leading cause of battery failure.

Today’s converters have different amperage 
output ratings, depending on the RV’s 
12-volt DC system requirement, and the 

POWER 
UP CONVERTERS ARE DESIGNED TO 

PROVIDE 12-VOLT DC CURRENT AND 
CHARGE BATTERIES — BUT NOT ALL 
ARE CREATED EQUAL

Progressive Dynamics offers a lower 
section replacement/upgrade converter 
with a built-in Charge Wizard that 
constantly manages the RV’s batteries.
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ratings usually range from 45 to 90 
amps in single and multistage confi gu-
rations that may include an equalization 
mode designed to help batteries live a 
maximum life. Here’s an encapsulation 
of what’s out there.

Multistage Converter/Chargers 
Multistage converter/chargers with an 
equalization process are an effective 
method of charging lead-acid or other 
types of batteries. For many years, the 
only available converters had a simple 
single-stage or fi xed voltage design 
with an output of approximately 13.2 
volts DC. There are thousands of these 
converters in use.

Electrical systems have advanced 
with the use of printed circuit boards 
and sensitive electronic equipment, 
creating the need for a more compre-
hensive charging system. The benefi ts 
are faster charging rates and cleaner 
DC voltage output. For instance, an 
80 percent recharge can occur in two 
to three hours, instead of the roughly 
24-hour charge rate of a single-stage 

converter/charger. Replacing an old sin-
gle-stage converter with a multistage 
model may seem complicated, but it 
is well worth the time and expense, 
especially considering the former never 
properly conditions batteries. 

High-Output Converters 
RV electrical systems have more power 
demands than ever. Several companies 
offer 80- and 90-amp converter/
chargers to meet the highest demands 
of today’s advanced systems. Parallax 
offers a 90-amp converter/charger 
(model 5490TC) with temperature 
compensation and a proprietary Power 
Factor correction. With this latter 
feature, the electronic circuit uses 

converter/charger. Replacing an old sin- 120-volt AC input current much more 
effi ciently, producing up to 90 amps of 
DC output yet drawing only the current 
required to run a 65-amp converter.

Living in areas of extreme ambient 
temperatures presents challenges, 
even for the best batteries. Ambient 
temperatures affect the way batteries 
charge or discharge and, of course, 
that leads to longevity expectations. 
Parallax’s TC series utilizes unique 
temperature-compensation technology. 
Temperature-compensated charging 
will improve performance, whether 
the battery is a fl ooded lead-acid type, 
AGM or gel cell.

Typically, a battery may be subject 
to excess fl uid loss during high ambient 

Parallax Power Supply’s 
converter/charger utilizes 
a unique temperature-
compensation feature 
designed to maximize 
output in extreme
temperatures.  
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REPLACEMENT FUEL TANKS AUXILIARY  FUEL TANKS REFUELING TANKS

800-442-0056  I  530-893-5209
WWW.TRANSFERFLOW.COM

With a Transfer Flow fuel tank, 
you’ll bypass those expensive 
fuel stations and �ll up where 
fuel is cheaper - saving you time 
and money!

Transfer Flow fuel tanks are made 
from sturdy aluminized steel and 
bright aluminum diamond plate, 
and can be installed at over 300 
locations nationwide. 
 
Transfer Flow — your source 
for safe, durable and LEGAL 
fuel tank systems.

The Leader in Aftermarket Fuel Tank Systems™

HIT THE ROAD, NOT THE PUMP.

temperatures. Parallax’s TempAssure 
converters will compensate and adjust 
to an ideal charge voltage based on 
battery temperature. Parallax offers an 
upgraded power-supply module with 
temperature compensation (model 
4400 TAU) for its series 4400 and 
5400 converters. Parallax, formerly 
Magnetek Converters, also offers 
electronic upgrades for older Magnetek 
power centers, including a tempera-
ture-compensation model. 

Progressive Dynamics, also known 
as Inteli-Power, builds RV converters 
and chargers that feature a two-year 
no-hassle warranty and are made 
in the United States. Progressive 
Dynamics developed its fi rst power 
converter for the RV market in 1968 
and in 1993 began manufacturing 
electronic power converters. The 
“new” design gave RV manufactures 
a reliable electronic power converter 
that was smaller and lighter than what 
had previously been available. Since 
then, Progressive Dynamics has been 

improving its converter/chargers.
The company’s 80-amp converters 

with the built-in Charge Wizard (models 
PD9280V and PD 9180V) offer automatic 
electronic current that reduces output 

POWER UP

(Above left) If you suspect that the converter is not 
functioning, check the AC outlet for 120-volt power. 
These outlets are controlled by the GFCI. (Above right) 
Magnetek’s (Parallax) lower section upgrade kit has 
recently been installed. (Right) The Inteli-Power Charge 
Wizard is a great upgrade for 9100 Series converters.
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Autoslide

voltage when maximum charge capacity 
is reached. The company’s patented 
Total Charge Management System 
(TCMS) technology senses when 
batteries are low or are in need of a fast 
charge and will automatically increase 
the voltage to 14.4 volts DC. The TCMS 
will charge a 125 amp-hour battery to 
80 percent capacity in roughly two to 
three hours while attaining a complete 
charge in approximately 15 hours.

Standard features on all Inteli-
Power models include reverse-polarity 
protection that guards against damage 
resulting from improper battery 
connection, low-voltage protection 
that automatically shuts the converter 
down if input voltage is insufficient, and 
electronic current that automatically 
reduces output voltage when maximum 
battery charge has been attained. An 
automatic thermal shutdown feature 
will power off the converter when 
temperatures exceed 150 degrees F, 
protecting the converter from damage 
due to excess heat.

Progressive Dynamics also offers 
a Charge Wizard (model PD9105V) 
that’s designed as a retrofit for its 9100 
series converters, effectively changing 
from a single-stage to a four-stage 
converter. The Charge Wizard constantly 
monitors battery voltage and battery 
usage, then selects one of the following 
four operation modes: boost, normal, 
storage or equalization. 

The Charge Wizard has been shown 
to increase battery life by as much as 
two to three times and is designed to 
eliminate battery over- and under-
charging frequently associated with 
less-sophisticated battery chargers. The 
Charge Wizard is easy to install via a 
simple plug-in system.

Iota Engineering offers its DLS 
series with exceptionally clean DC 
power output for sensitive electronic 
circuits. With current limiting and 
thermal overload protection, the 
DLS models can be used without a 
battery in the system. This can be an 
advantage, since the DLS models do 

not produce a high AC ripple voltage 
that can adversely affect some 
electronic appliances.

In the past, living in an RV park 
365 days a year required a battery 
to be onboard at all times to act as a 
capacitor for DC voltage spikes. Iota’s 
patented IQ4 Smart Charge Controller 
will transform the standard DLS series 
converters into a four-stage charger. 
The four-stage charging system will 
reduce battery charging time and 
minimize excess gassing, often caused 
by high voltage. The IQ4 delivers 
boost, absorption and float segments 
as well as an equalization phase. An 
LED indicator light flashes at different 
speeds to display the charging activity, 
and it will even indicate a fault state, 
should an overvoltage condition be 
detected. If overvoltage occurs, the 
converter will be kept in the float mode 
until it is reset.

Xantrex TrueCharge2 battery 
chargers are microprocessor controlled 
and deliver a two- or three-stage 
charge to any type of deep-cycle battery. 
These units are not easily affected by 
low or high AC power from less-than-
perfect shorepower or a generator. 
Temperature-compensated charging, 
a battery-equalization feature and the 
ability to charge a completely dead 
battery that has been in storage too long 
makes this charger practical for RVers 
in need of better performance. Xantrex’s 
reverse-polarity protection will mitigate 
accidents when replacing batteries in 
the future. 

The TrueCharge2 models have the 
ability to parallel stack— this allows 
two of the chargers to work together for 
up to 120 amps of output. Xantrex went 
one step further by adding a storage 
mode that turns on every 21 days for 
proper charging of batteries that are 
in storage. Xantrex offers a remote 
panel (part number 808–8040–1) that 

Iota Engineering’s IQ4 Smart Charge 
Controller converts its DLS Series converters 
to a four-stage charger. D
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allows the user to monitor all aspects of 
battery charging. Add the temperature 
sensor (part number 808–0 232–01) 
for operation in extreme temperature 
climates. With 20-, 40- and 60-amp 
chargers, Xantrex has the models RVers 
need for battery care and performance.

Basic Troubleshooting 
Modern electronic converter/chargers 
are very durable and should last 
without maintenance for many years. 
But problems can arise. If you suspect 
that the converter in your RV is no 
longer charging, here are a few helpful 
tips for troubleshooting in the fi eld. 

Converters need adequate AC 
voltage for proper operation. Start by 
checking for voltage at the outlet into 
which the converter is plugged or wired. 
Use a handheld voltmeter (multimeter) 
to confi rm voltage to the converter. This 
electrical circuit is sometimes protected 
by a ground fault circuit interrupter 
(GFCI). If voltage is not present, check 
the GFCI reset button to see if it has 
been tripped. Most modern electronic 
converters have a set of fuses visible in 
the back section of their housings. If you 
suspect the converter is not working, 
check the fuses. Caution: Use fuses that 
are exact replacements only.

Upgrading to a multistage charger, 
whether by replacement of the unit 
itself or by adding new components, 
will make a big difference in battery 
performance. With a number of 
high-tech options to choose from, it’s 
easy to fi nd all the power and versatility 
your RV needs. q

SOURCES
Iota Engineering
520-294-3292, www.iotaengineering.com

Parallax Power Supply
800-730-2557
www.parallaxpower.com/esm.htm

Progressive Dynamics
269-781-4241, www.progressivedyn.com

Xantrex
800-670-0707, www.xantrex.com
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article by Steve Statham
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E The anticipation that travelers feel when on the 

verge of embarking on a new trip is one of the 
simple pleasures of life. The open road awaits, 
fresh adventures beckon and new possibilities 

excite the imagination.
But even the most eager traveler can leave with a small 

shadow of trepidation clouding the departure. It’s often hard 
to go without packing along some nagging worries about 
leaving your home unattended for extended periods of time.

Although some RVers live their lives on the road, most 
people still have a home base to return to, one that needs 
to be protected. When preparing to leave your house for a 
lengthy period, you’ll rest easier if you spend some time 
planning ahead for security.

In our interconnected age, there are numerous 
innovative ways to keep your house under surveillance from 
a distance, and we’ll get to those. But some of the most 
effective methods require no high-tech accessories.

 
The Basics
You may be on the road, but the rest of the world keeps 
moving at its own pace. So eliminate the obvious signs 
that you are away, since nothing says “vacation” like a 
mailbox bursting at the seams with bills and a driveway 
stacked with moldering newspapers. Stop your mail and 
newspaper delivery and ask a neighbor to check to make 
sure that the flow of paper has actually ceased.

Likewise, the grass doesn’t stop growing just because 
you’re having a blast hauling your trailer over the Great 
Divide. Hire a yard service or one of the neighborhood 
teenagers to keep your yard tidied up. 

August 2014  TRAILER LIFE  51

TL1408 Home Security.indd   6/12/14   9:54 AM   - 51 -    (Cyan)TL1408 Home Security.indd   6/12/14   9:54 AM   - 51 -    (Magenta)TL1408 Home Security.indd   6/12/14   9:54 AM   - 51 -    (Yellow)TL1408 Home Security.indd   6/12/14   9:54 AM   - 51 -    (BlacK)



Your best line of defense remains 
vigilant neighbors, so make sure your 
trusted ones know you are away. You’ll 
want to make sure a couple of neighbors 
have your cell phone number and you 
have theirs. It’s a good idea to leave a 
key with a neighbor so they can come 
in, if necessary. If you’re gone for a 
longer time, you may want to investigate 
working a deal with a house sitter to give 
the place a more lived-in look and break 
the pattern set by lights on timers. 

Many neighborhood associations 
have watch programs that can keep 
another set of eyes on your property. 
And don’t be too proud to resort to a bit 
of deception; some hardware stores sell 
fake home-security signs, in case you 
don’t have the real thing. The selection 
at www.mysecuritysign.com is par-
ticularly impressive, assuming thieves 
don’t have their inventory memorized. 
You can even find dummy security 
cameras complete with blinking lights. 
A surprising number of these can be 
found on Amazon.com.

Another good idea before you leave 
is to take photos of your household 
and key possessions, in case the worst 
does happen while you’re away. Having 
a record of personal belongings will 

ease the process of getting reimbursed 
by the insurance company. Jot down 
serial numbers of valuable electronics, 
bicycles and other easily fenced items.

For decades, vacationers have 
been using lights set on timers to give 
a house an occupied look. Those inex-
pensive plug-in mechanical timers are 
still widely available and are a cost-
effective resource. But a new generation 
of digital timers has been introduced 
that can provide even greater flexibility. 

One place to look for information on 
the available choices is Home Depot’s 
website, which has a buyer’s guide for 
timers in the Project How-To section.

GE, for example, makes a 15-amp 
seven-day plug-in dual-outlet digital 
timer ($16.48) that includes a random 
vacation mode to alter the patterns of 
the lights. Or you can set different times 
for specific days. 

Lights can work for you in other 
ways. Hydreon Corporation makes 
a product called FakeTV, a small 
electronic device that produces the 
same sort of light a television makes. 
From the outside at night, it looks like 
someone is home watching TV. On the 
outside of the house, motion-activated 
exterior floodlights might be the 
difference between thieves breaking  
in or running away. 

From a Distance
The omnipresence of the Internet has 
changed how we do almost everything, 
from keeping up with our friends to 
reading books to paying bills. 

The Internet can most definitely be 
your friend, but it also offers plenty of 
snares for the careless. Few of us have 
large followings in our online lives, but 
if you’re active on several outlets, you 
never truly know how many people are 
watching. Experienced bloggers with 
large audiences often won’t write about 
a trip until they return, so it isn’t obvious 
to the online population that they are 

(Above left) GE’s 15-amp seven-day plug-in dual-outlet digital timer offers a random 
vacation mode to alter home lighting patterns. Jasco Products, which develops and 

markets GE home-electronic items, has a video on YouTube showing how to set up the 
digital timer. (Above right) FakeTV simulates the sort of light a TV makes, so from the 

outside of the house at night it appears someone is home watching TV.

Logitech’s security systems use software and smart cameras that allow remote viewing without 
a subscription service. Depending on the system selected, up to six cameras can be employed.

HOME ALONE
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DON’T BE FOOLED BY THEIR SIZE. Escape trailers come equipped with a complete 
galley, comfortable seating / sleeping areas and bathroom with interior shower. We 
offer a full line of RV trailers, a 15’, 17’, 19’,19.5’ fifth wheel, AND NOW A NEW 21’ all 
designed specifically for smaller tow vehicles. All of our units are high quality, 100% 
molded fiberglass and come with a full, two year warranty. 

Escape with Us

43851 Industrial Way, Bldg B.  Chilliwack, BC, V2R 4L2
Toll Free 1 855 703 1650 | escapetrailer.com

 Escape trailers come equipped with a complete 

Come See 

Our 

NEW 21’

gone at any particular time. As fun as your vacation may 
be, it’s often prudent to avoid shouting to the world that 
you are hundreds (or thousands) of miles from home.

But that same connectivity gives us great tools for 
managing our homes while we’re away. Cell phones and 
tablets have been discovered to have monitoring capabili-
ties beyond even what their designers envisioned, and 
more advanced systems can keep you in constant contact 
with your home.

If a full-fl edged home-security system isn’t in the 
budget, some remarkably simple options have a low cost 
of entry. AtHome Camera and AtHome Video Streamer 
by Circlely Networks (iChano) are apps that allow you 
to use an extra smartphone or spare computer as a 
home-based security camera. You can set up the phone 
in your home with the camera pointed wherever you wish, 
and then check your house remotely over your travel 
phone’s 3G network. You can watch a live video feed or set 
it up to record a 30-second video and notify you by email 
when motion is detected. The basic app is free, with an 
upgraded business app for $7.99, at the Apple App Store 
or through Google Play for Android applications. 

It’s not hard to locate companies that will take you 
to the next level. Logitech’s Alert surveillance systems 
also relay home-security video to your smartphone or 
tablet but enhance the security with advanced indoor or 

Alarm.com’s systems can be employed using Android, Apple, 
Windows or Blackberry phones and tablets. You can even set up 

a system so that it will alert you about important things at home with 
a text message.

E
sc

ap
e 

Tr
ai

le
r, 

C
ir

cl
e 

1
0

8
 o

n 
R

ea
de

r 
S

er
vi

ce
 C

ar
d

August 2014  TRAILER LIFE  53

TL1408 Home Security.indd   6/12/14   10:38 AM   - 53 -    (Cyan)TL1408 Home Security.indd   6/12/14   10:38 AM   - 53 -    (Magenta)TL1408 Home Security.indd   6/12/14   10:38 AM   - 53 -    (Yellow)TL1408 Home Security.indd   6/12/14   10:38 AM   - 53 -    (BlacK)



HOME ALONE

turnoverball.com

The hitch may be small, but don’t underestimate its 
importance. This engineered metal can make the 
difference between a comfortable ride and a nail 
biter. That’s why B&W developed a line of hitches 
based on a single goal; creating a smooth, worry-
free ride. Choose the model for your truck today.

 PUCKS. SLIDE. NO RAILS. RAILS.

Welcome to the Family, 

    Companion Slider.

outdoor cameras with features such 
as wide-angle lenses, night vision and 
motion-triggered recording. The night-
vision feature on its weatherproof 700e 
camera ($279.99) will illuminate objects 
up to 100 feet away.

The major app stores are good 
resources for researching what’s out 
there. If you have the budget, there are 
monitoring systems available that are, 
frankly, amazing.

Alarm.com offers one such compre-
hensive network. The company develops 
and provides service for interactive 
security, video monitoring, energy 
management and home-automation 
options. Using its app and service 
network of authorized dealers, you 
can have a package installed that will 
control the locks, garage door and lights 
in your home from a distance.

“Smoke and fi re detectors, energy 
management and home automation are 
particularly relevant for folks who are 
away from home a lot,” said Matthew 
Zartman of Alarm.com. “You can set 

lights all around your home to turn 
on and off at different times to give it 
a lived-in look from the outside. Also, 
for people who travel a lot, automated 
locks can make a lot of sense. If there’s 
something that you need a neighbor to 
check on or take care of in your home, 

you can easily give them access, and 
you won’t have to worry about making 
sure that the door was locked once they 
leave because you can take care of that 
right from your phone.”

There’s more, of course, to 
protecting a home than warding off 

A tablet such as an iPad is a great tool for monitoring your home. “Our dealers 
make it really easy to get things up and running,” said Alarm.com’s Matthew Zartman, 

“and they can help you understand the new system, how to get and use our apps, and 
demonstrate some key features. The apps are really easy to use.”
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299
 1.800.764.1028 

NOW 
ONLY 

BACKUP CAMERA SYSTEM
The Ultimate RV - Digital Wireless

99$Commercial grade, weather resistant with IP68 and 20G impact rating

7” TFT-LCD Digital color monitor with mirror image capability

4 Channel quad view monitor

AVAILABLE ON B&H, AMAZON AND REARVIEWSAFETY.COM   LIMITED QUANTITIES130°ccd camera with 18 infa-red il luminators night vision

Automatic system switch, built-in high gain microphone
Don’t forget to mention trailer life magazine where you saw our ad!

MODEL # RVS-7706123WQ-C

GUARANTEED NO INTERFERENCE UP TO 70 FEET

INNOVATIVE 
 EASY INSTALLATION  

 1.800.764.1028  1.800.764.1028  1.800.764.1028 

NEW  

burglars. “Another great feature is that, 
if the power goes out at your property, 
you’ll also be immediately alerted. If 
you’re far from home, you can notify a 
neighbor, and they can save food in your 
freezer, and if it’s winter take action to 
keep the pipes from freezing,” Zartman 
said. “We had a hard winter this year, 
and our water and fl ood sensors 
notifi ed a lot of people of broken pipes 
so they could take fast action and 
prevent as much damage as possible.” 

It’s worth mentioning here that, if 
you’re away for extended periods on 
a regular basis, it may also be wise 
to install a water shut-off valve to the 
house to prevent fl ooding in the event a 
pipe inside the house bursts. It is a fairly 
simple plumbing operation to segregate 
the house plumbing from the sprinkler 
system to ensure that your yard still 
gets watered. Just make sure that your 
neighbors know to monitor the sprinkler 
system operation and are provided with 
instructions on how to shut it off as well 
in the event of a malfunction.

Alarm.com systems can also be set 
up to send you severe-weather alerts 
in case tornadoes or other natural 
disasters threaten your area. Prices 
for such a system will vary according 
to each application and the optional 
services selected. But it is defi nitely 
possible to comprehensively monitor 
your home while you are away. 

“Most people don’t understand all 
the things an interactive security system 
can do in addition to protecting your 
home,” Zartman added. “When you’re 
away from home, you can know exactly 
what’s happening at home in real-time. 
It’s really easy to control and use. For 
people who travel a lot, you can set 
up your system so that it will notify a 
neighbor, too.”

The same technological advances 
that have aided RVers in communicating 
from remote areas and navigating using 
GPS systems have also transformed 
how we monitor our homes from a 
distance. In many ways, our homes 
never really have to be truly alone. q

SOURCES
Alarm.com
877-389-4033, www.alarm.com

Amazon.com
www.amazon.com

Apple App store
www.apple.com

Google Play
play.google.com

Home Depot
www.homedepot.com

Hydreon Corporation
877-532-5388, www.faketv.com

iChano 
www.ichano.com

Jasco Products
855-527-2687 
www.jascoproducts.com

Logitech
800-231-7717, www.logitech.com

My Security Sign
800-952-1457 
www.mysecuritysign.com
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by Chris Hemer
PRODUCTS 
WHAT’S NEW PRODUCTS AND GEAR TO IMPROVE YOUR RV LIFESTYLE

Power Protection
The Honda EU 2000i generator is hot property…and some 
unscrupulous folks out there would like to make it theirs by 
stealing yours. Now you can protect your investment with the locking 
Generator Box from KSH Fuel Products. Made in the USA out of polished 
aluminum plate, the box measures 18 inches tall by 13 inches wide by 24 
inches long and incorporates removable panels that allow access to the pull 
cord, on/off switch and power outlets. A hinged lid makes for easy fueling, 
and the box can be bolted to the trailer or truck bed.

MSRP: $275, 928-680-6610, www.kshmarine.com 
Circle 140 on Reader Service Card q

stealing yours. Now you can protect your investment with the locking 
Generator Box from KSH Fuel Products. Made in the USA out of polished 

PRODUCTSPOTLIGHT
� � �

� � �

Monster Exhaust
Banks Power has released its Monster 
Exhaust System for 2014 Ford F-150 
3.5-liter EcoBoost and 5.0-liter and 
6.2-liter gas-powered pickup trucks. 
This cat-back system reduces exhaust 
backpressure, increasing fl ow for 
more power, improved fuel effi ciency 
and cooler operating temperatures, 
according to the company. The 
Monster Exhaust features mandrel-
bent heavy-wall stainless-steel 3-inch 
tubing, and the restrictive factory 
muffl er is replaced with a polished 
Banks Monster Muffl er with a Banks-
designed expansion chamber to 
dissipate annoying midrange exhaust 
drone. The system is designed for easy 
installation using the stock hangers 
and is available with a 6 x 5-inch 
polished or high-temp black tip. 

MSRP: $503.99
888-857-2371, www.bankspower.com
Circle 138 on Reader Service Card

Rayzar Sharp
Winegard’s new Rayzar Air HD 
Antenna is a sleek and powerful 
multi directional amplifi ed antenna 
that provides front and rear reception 
for maximum channel coverage. 
Optimized for North American digital 
TV frequencies, the Rayzar Air is 
designed to eliminate interference 
from other non-TV frequencies (like 
radio) to maximize signal reception. 
With near Blu-ray quality, according 
to the company, and no monthly 
programming fees, users can enjoy 
live regional news, weather and 
sports anywhere in the United States 
from major broadcast networks. The 
Rayzar Air is available as a retrofi t for 
existing Winegard lift hardware or as 
a complete kit.

MSRP: $49.95 for retrofi t antenna, 
$129 for complete kit 
800-288-8094, www.winegard.com
Circle 139 on Reader Service Card

Elite LEDs for RVs
M4 Products Elite Series LEDs take 
RV lighting to the next level. Utilizing 
Samsung 5630 SMD LEDs that 
produce more light per diode, Elite 
Series lights are designed specifi -
cally for RV use with robust electronic 
circuits to handle RV power fl uctua-
tions. Elite Series LEDs are said to be 
50 percent brighter yet use a fraction 
of the power required by incandes-
cents. They’re available in Warm 
White (3200k) to replicate incandes-
cent light, Cool White (6000k) for a 
sterile white light, or Natural White 
(4500k), which is brighter but retains 
some warmth. The M4 Products 
website catalogs more than 150 
different RV LED lights ranging from 
the Economy Series (standard size 
overhead LEDs) to the Elite Series.

MSRP: Starting at $10.99
818-717-8840, www.m4led.com
Circle 137 on Reader Service Card

by Chris Hemer
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The Honda EU 2000i generator is hot property…and some 
unscrupulous folks out there would like to make it theirs by 
stealing yours. Now you can protect your investment with the locking 
Generator Box from KSH Fuel Products. Made in the USA out of polished 
aluminum plate, the box measures 18 inches tall by 13 inches wide by 24 
inches long and incorporates removable panels that allow access to the pull 
cord, on/off switch and power outlets. A hinged lid makes for easy fueling, 
and the box can be bolted to the trailer or truck bed.
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LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 
used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 11/10/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 
used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 11/10/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 
used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 11/10/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 
used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 11/10/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 
used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 11/10/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 
used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 11/10/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!
SUPER

 

COUPON!
SUPER

 

COUPON!

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, extended service plans or 
on any of the following: compressors, generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher (Item 65162), 
open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with 
original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/10/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON!

ANY SINGLE ITEM20OFF
%

Over 25 Million Satisfi ed Customers   •   No Hassle Return Policy   •   100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
500 Stores Nationwide   •   Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

NO PURCHASE REQUIREDNO PURCHASE REQUIREDNO PURCHASE REQUIRED

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount coupon. Coupon good at our retail 
stores only. Offer good while supplies last.  Non-transferable.   Original coupon must be 
presented.  Valid through 11/10/14.  Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount coupon. Coupon good at our retail 
stores only. Offer good while supplies last.  Non-transferable.   Original coupon must be 
presented.  Valid through 11/10/14.  Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount coupon. Coupon good at our retail 
stores only. Offer good while supplies last.  Non-transferable.   Original coupon must be 
presented.  Valid through 11/10/14.  Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE FREEFREE

Why a FREE GIFT 
with NO PURCHASE REQUIRED 
and NO STRINGS ATTACHED?

Because once you see 
our GREAT QUALITY 

and RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES, 
YOU'LL NEVER BUY TOOLS 

ANYWHERE ELSE!

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 

used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 

with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 

must be presented. Valid through 11/10/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!  2.4" COLOR LCD 
DIGITAL INSPECTION 

CAMERA  

Requires four AA 
batteries (included).

Item 
67979 
shown

LOT NO.  67979/61839/62359 

 $8999 
$6999

REG. PRICE 
$129.99

SAVE
$60

REG. 
PRICE 

$29.99
$1899

4-1/2" HEAVY DUTY 
 ANGLE GRINDER 

LOT NO. 
91223/60372

Item 91223 
shown

WE CARRY A 
FULL LINE OF 

GRINDING AND 
CUT-OFF WHEELS

SAVE 
36%

SAVE
$160

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 

used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 

with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 

must be presented. Valid through 11/10/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LOT NO.  69684
61776/61969/61970 

12" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER 

SAW WITH LASER GUIDE

 $18999 
$13999

REG. PRICE $299.99
Item 

69684
shown

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SAVE 
50%

AUTO-DARKENING 
WELDING HELMET WITH 

BLUE FLAME DESIGN   

 $4499 
LOT NO.   91214  /61610

REG. 
PRICE 

$89 .99 

Item 
 91214 
shown 

LOT NO.     68784
69387/62270

REG. 
PRICE 

$699 .99  $36999 

 44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 

ROLLER CABINET 

Item 
68784
shown

"We Are Impressed With the Quality...
The Price is Incredible"

– Car Craft Magazine

• Super High 
Gloss Finish

• 2633 lb. Capacity
• Weighs 245 lbs.

SAVE 
$330

• 

• 
• 

SAVE 
$70

$9999
REG. PRICE 

$169.99

LOT NO.  
68056/60706 

62319

RAPID PUMP® 

4 TON 
HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK

• Weighs 105 lbs.

Item 
68056 
shown

4000 PEAK/
3200 RUNNING WATTS

6.5 HP (212 CC) 
GAS GENERATORS

REG. PRICE $499.99

LOT NO.  69675/69728
CALIFORNIA ONLY 

 $29999 

LOT NO.  68528/ 69676/69729
• 70 dB 

Noise 
Level

Item  68528 shown 

3200 RUNNING WATTS

GAS GENERATORSGAS GENERATORS
• 70 dB 

SUPER
   QUIET

SAVE 
$200

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  67847 
61454/61693

 $14999 
REG. PRICE $219 .99 

Item 67847 
shown

SAVE 
$70

"The Perfect Compressor with Powerful, 
Quiet and Consistent Airfl ow...
Plus we Love the Low Price"
– Street Trucks Magazine

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 

SET 
ITEM 47770/61313

VALUE
 $499 

Item 47770 shown

1" x 25 FT. 
TAPE 

MEASURE
ITEM 47737/69080

69030/69031

VALUE
 $699 

Item 69080 
shown

1/4" x 50 FT. 
POLY ROPE

ITEM 90760

VALUE
 $499 

NO PURCHASE 
REQUIREDFREEQUALITY TOOLS   LOWEST PRICES

HARBOR 
FREIGHT
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PERFORMANCE CORNER TECHNOLOGY | ACCESSORIES | NEWS by Ken Freund

Axle Ratio Refresher
Gearing has a great affect on performance and fuel economy. Mechanical gearing 
listed by manufacturers in specifi cation sheets — the actual ring-and-pinion ratios 
— often appears in tow-rating guides as well.

The ratio represents the number 
of times the driveshaft and pinion gear 
turn, for every complete turn of the 
ring gear, drive axle, wheel and tire. 
Calculating ratios is quite simple. The 
number of teeth on the ring gear gets 
divided by the number of teeth on the 
pinion gear. For example, if the pinion 
has 10 teeth, and the ring gear has 41, 
divide 41 by 10, which equals 4.10. And 
since this is being expressed as a ratio, 
it’s shown as 4.10:1. This is commonly 
referred to as a 4-10 ratio.

Tags on the axles or placards in the 
vehicle often indicate axle ratios. On 
light trucks popular for towing recre-
ational trailers, these ratios typically 
range from about 3.5:1 to around 4.5:1. 
For the sake of this discussion, we’ll call 
lower numerical ratios (such as 3.31:1) 
“taller” ratios and higher numerical 
ratios (such as 4.10:1) “shorter” gearing. 
Towing performance is greatly affected 
by axle ratios, as can be seen in factory 
tow ratings. For example, an HD pickup 
factory-equipped with a 4.3 axle ratio 
may tow up to 3,500 pounds more than 
one with a 3.73.

Axle ratios are only part of overall 
gearing. Transmissions provide 
gear multiplication before the power 
gets from the engine to the drive 
axle(s). Engines have a sweet spot 
in their power curves between peak 
horsepower and peak torque RPM. 
Ideally, the transmission gearing, axle 
ratio and tire diameter should work 
together to keep the engine running 
in its sweet spot while driving at the 
desired speed.

Traditional transmissions had a 
1:1 ratio as their top forward gear. 
Basically, it was a direct drive, with one 
turn at the output shaft for every one 
turn of the input shaft. Manufacturers 
have been introducing transmissions 

— both automatic and manual — with 
more and more forward gears. This 
allows the vehicle to have plenty of gear 
multiplication to get moving from a 
stop, with smaller steps between gears 
that allow the engine to stay closer to 
its power band. 

Additionally, this allows for one or 
two overdrive gears in the top gears. 
Overdrives typically have ratios around 
0.75:1 to 0.70:1. That means they 
reduce engine speed (and torque at 
the wheels) by about 25 to 30 percent. 
This can help offset a short axle ratio 
at higher speeds.

Automatic transmissions have 
torque converters (located between the 
engine and transmission) that have the 
ability to multiply engine torque as the 
vehicle starts to pull away from a stop, 
when it’s really needed. Typically, the 
multiplication is nearly double (2:1). 
This is one reason why some manufac-
turers have provided higher tow ratings 
on models with automatic transmis-
sions rather than manual gearboxes, 
which don’t have torque converters.

On many 4x4 models, the transfer 
case also provides additional gear 
reduction in low range. (Usually, 
they are direct drive in high 
range.) This comes in handy when 
slogging through diffi cult 
off-road terrain. Some 

RVers also use low range on their 4x4s 
when maneuvering into tight spaces 
with their trailers. However, making 
sharp turns on pavement in 4WD can 
lead to gear bind on some models 
and put considerable stress on the 
drivetrain, because the tires are unable 
to slip to relieve twisting forces between 
front and rear axles. This occurs 
because the wheels and tires are nego-
tiating turns of different radiuses. 

All-wheel-drive models that don’t 
have a low range typically pass the 
power through with direct drive (1:1 
ratio). All-wheel-drive models also have 
an inter-axle differential that eliminates 
the binding that can occur with 4x4 
models as detailed above.

You can multiply the transmission 
ratio for each gear by the axle ratio to 
calculate the overall gearing. Do this for 
each gear, and then do the calculations 
again using the proposed axle ratio to 
compare the fi gures to what you would 
have if you changed the ratio.

Aftermarket add-on overdrive units 
used to be popular additions to tow 
vehicles, but as vehicles increasingly 
came with transmissions having built-in 
overdrives, these units have faded in 
popularity. They’re still available from 
Gear Vendors for many models.

Axle ratios play a major role in 

MARCH 19TH - 22ND, 2015
AT THE PHOENIX INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY
Join fellow Good Sam Club members during FOUR unforgettable days 
at our upcoming 2015 Rally!
• Hundreds of Motorized & Towable RVs of all shapes and sizes on display!
• Shop for the latest RV Accessories!
• Informative Daily Seminars & World-Class Entertainment!
• Thousands of the best RVers in the world…Good Sam Club Members! 
FOR INFORMATION, OR TO REGISTER:
Visit TheRally.com or call The Rally Hotline: 800.701.1399

YOUR REGISTRATION INCLUDES:
4 Days of Camping and All Rally Festivities, Including Evening Entertainment.
*Fee is for an RV with 2 people. Early bird days and electric are available at an additional cost.

JOIN US IN
PHOENIX!

REGISTRATION STARTS ATONLY $199* 
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Ring-and-pinion gears 
determine the fi nal 
drive ratio. You may be 
able to improve towing 
performance or fuel 
mileage by changing 
ratios. Calculators 
are available online at 
www.ringpinion.com/
calculators. 
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at our upcoming 2015 Rally!
• Hundreds of Motorized & Towable RVs of all shapes and sizes on display!
• Shop for the latest RV Accessories!
• Informative Daily Seminars & World-Class Entertainment!
• Thousands of the best RVers in the world…Good Sam Club Members! 
FOR INFORMATION, OR TO REGISTER:
Visit TheRally.com or call The Rally Hotline: 800.701.1399

YOUR REGISTRATION INCLUDES:
4 Days of Camping and All Rally Festivities, Including Evening Entertainment.
*Fee is for an RV with 2 people. Early bird days and electric are available at an additional cost.

JOIN US IN
PHOENIX!

REGISTRATION STARTS ATONLY $199* 

towing performance for pickups. 
With an axle ratio that’s too tall, a 
pickup may feel like it lacks power, 
particularly when climbing grades. 
This can be changed with a shorter 
axle ratio. A shorter axle ratio 
increases torque at the wheels and 
improves acceleration from lower 
speeds but often at the expense of 
unladen highway fuel economy.

Shorter gearing often increases 
fuel consumption, but the mileage 
penalty varies depending on your use. If 
you tow a heavy trailer a lot of the time, 
there’s a point where fuel economy can 
actually improve with shorter gearing, 
particularly in cases where it allows 
you to run one gear higher. In city 
driving at lower speeds, fuel economy 
may increase with a shorter axle ratio. 
For those who tow a lot of weight, a 
shorter axle ratio can save wear on 
both the clutch and transmission due 
to greater mechanical advantage.

Axle ratios can be changed to meet 
your particular needs. This requires 

delicate setup with special tools and 
should be done by an expert. It can be 
quite costly on pickups, and particularly 
on 4x4s, since both axle ratios must be 
changed. Usually, an existing gear-set 
ratio available as an option for the 
vehicle will suffi ce. Some owners want 
a special ratio not offered as an option; 
these are available from aftermarket 
gear manufacturers.

Changing Tire and Wheel Sizes
Changing tire diameter affects the 
effective axle ratio, not the actual 
axle ratio. A larger diameter tire acts 
like a taller axle ratio. It also may add 
rotating mass, which requires more 
torque to accelerate and more braking 
force to stop.

Here’s a formula you can use to 
calculate tire diameter: cross-section 
width (in mm) x aspect ratio x 2 ÷ 25.4 + 
wheel diameter = overall tire diameter. 
For example: 235/45-17 (235 x 0.45 x 2 
÷ 25.4) + 17 = 25.327. It’s not exact, but 
it’s close. Tire manufacturers provide 

diameters, and these should be used, 
if available.

It’s also possible to make chalk 
marks on the edge of the tire where 
it meets the pavement and on the 
pavement itself. Then roll the tire 
one full revolution and mark the 
ground again. Measure the distance 
between the marks and divide by 3.14 
for diameter.

A 1-inch decrease in tire diameter 
has about the same effect as one-third 
of a axle-ratio step. For example, 
if you have a 3.73 axle ratio with a 
31.2-inch-diameter tire, tire diameter is 
decreased to 30.2 inches, and tire revo-
lutions per mile will increase from 650 
to about 670. This works out to about 
a 3.85:1 effective axle ratio. You can 
calculate what the change will be 
as a percentage.

Manufacturers design their vehicles 
to use specifi c-size tires. A lot of en-
gineering development and testing 
goes into the process. Therefore, we 
don’t recommend straying too far from 
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PERFORMANCE CORNER

original equipment sizes. Changing 
sizes can signifi cantly affect vehicle 
handling and performance. 

If a manufacturer offers optional 
tire sizes that fi t your needs better 
than the ones you have, these are often 
the way to go. Never install tires that 
have a lower weight rating than the 
ones you’re taking off. Also beware of 
rubbing and interference, if using tires 
that are larger than the originals. Check 
carefully for clearance through the 
entire suspension travel and steering, 
lock to lock.

Likewise, work with wheels with 
weight ratings as high or higher than 
what you are taking off and go to an ex-
perienced tire dealer. You’ll fi nd a lot of 
information about tire dimensions, load 
ratings and other specifi cations at the 
Tire Rack website, www.tirerack.com. 
Changes in tire diameter or gearing 
should be accompanied by reprogram-
ming the powertrain control module to 
allow for the changes in wheel speed 
relative to driveshaft speed.

Edge Unveils Tuning for 
2013-2014 Ram Cummins
Edge Products has introduced 
2013-2014 Ram Cummins coverage 
for the Juice with Attitude CS and CTS 
diesel tuners. Edge reports its Juice will 
deliver up to 150 horsepower and 360 
lb-ft of torque to the 2013-14 Cummins. 
There are settings such as tire-size 

recalibration, torque management and 
axle-ratio adjustments.

Edge has also announced coverage 
for 2015 Chevy/GMC gas and diesel 
trucks. A dyno chart, list of features, 
video and part numbers can be found on 
Edge’s website. For more information, 
call Edge Products at 888-360-3343 or 
visit www.edgeproducts.com. q

Aftermarket tuners such as
this Edge unit can also correct 
the speedometer readings 
when tire diameters or axle
ratios are changed.
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HANDS ON THUNDERWORKS THUNDERSHIRT  article and photos by Kevin Livingston

Thunder and other loud noises can 
make a dog fi dgety, scared or 

nervous enough to jump into your lap, 
looking for comfort. Small dogs are 
particularly prone to anxiety when sub-
jected to strangers or left alone in an RV 
or in a pen on the patio. 

Calming down a dog that’s fright-
ened or anxious can be a tall order that 
requires constant “babysitting.” Few dog 
owners want to leave their best friend 
at home, so they put up with less-than-
stellar behavior while on RV trips. The 
ThunderShirt, an innovative product 
available to fi t from the tiniest to 110-
pound dogs, is designed to comfort a dog 
without having to constantly coddle it.

The ThunderShirt is comprised of a 
blend of cotton, polyester, spandex and 
carefully located hook-and-loop strips 
that wrap around the dog and provide 
a truly unique effect once fi tted cor-
rectly. This embracing feel is created 
by supplying gentle hugging and con-
stant pressure on the dog’s torso that 
reportedly causes a calming sensation. 
Reaching this goal is easily accom-
plished thanks to just the right amount 
of elasticity from the combination of 
materials. This technique is based on 
the same principles as cattle-squeeze 
chutes and swaddling an infant, which 
have proven to be useful techniques.

Although the ThunderShirt may 
seem very straightforward and simplis-
tic, there are a couple of steps that will 
greatly increase the success of use, all 
of which are conveniently printed on a 

user-friendly instruction sheet. Before 
proceeding to the fi tting portion, take 
time to read the instructions and then 
follow the “Initial Fitting and Condition-
ing” section precisely. Most dogs will 
reject having the ThunderShirt on their 
torso at fi rst, so there are suggestions 
on how to get the dog to accept some-
thing new. For example, to help accli-
mate your dog, it’s suggested to use the 
ThunderShirt as a “plate” where a food 
treat can be placed. Dogs associate 
comfort and trust with food. 

From here it’s on to the “Fitting In-
structions,” where part identifi cation is 
necessary before being able to perform 
the four steps required to achieve the 
right fi t. Once familiar with everything, 
it’s basically a matter of placing the 
ThunderShirt on the dog’s back and 
connecting the short fl ap with the long 
fl ap under the torso, making sure to 
allow for a comfortable yet snug fi t. Fin-
ish up by securing the chest straps, and 
it’s ready to pacify the dog.

So, does it really work? 
In one defi nitive word, 
yes! The test subject 
for this project was 
an anxiety-ridden 
6½-pound Chi-
huahua that 
had fi ts when 
it came time to 
get in a vehicle. Once little Cy 
was introduced to the Thun-
derShirt and placed in the car or 
RV, he immediately showed signs 

Calming Fido
The ThunderShirt provides a gentle hugging sensation to 
alleviate anxiety in dogs and cats that become panicked 
by loud noises

Our Chihuahua took to the ThunderShirt and 
now gets into vehicles without being afraid.

                                                         The ThunderShirt is designed to calm down 
anxiety-ridden dogs by giving them a gentle hugging sensation.
                                                         The ThunderShirt is designed to calm down KEEPING THE PEACE »

of improvement and was far less shaky 
than before. After several hours of 
vehicle rides and wearing the Thunder-
Shirt, Cy gladly gets in the RV without 
any indication of shaking and has shown 
a huge improvement in confi dence. In 
fact, quite often now he’ll roam freely 
and looks forward to rides. 

As conscientious owners, we were 
delighted that our dog could be calmed 
down without the use of drugs. The 
ThunderShirt is available in sizes to 
fi t most dogs and retails for $39.95. 
Optional colors are available for an 
additional $5, and the shirt can even 
be custom-embroidered for $10. It’s 
backed by a 100 percent satisfaction 
guarantee, and these shirts are also 
available for cats.

Traveling without stress — for both 
dog and owners — had never been possi-
ble for us before putting the ThunderShirt 
on the smallest member of our family. q

ThunderWorks, 866-892-2078 
www.thundershirt.com

So, does it really work? 
In one defi nitive word, 
yes! The test subject 
for this project was 
an anxiety-ridden 
6½-pound Chi-
huahua that 
had fi ts when 
it came time to 
get in a vehicle. Once little Cy 
was introduced to the Thun-
derShirt and placed in the car or 
RV, he immediately showed signs 

                                                         The ThunderShirt is designed to calm down 
anxiety-ridden dogs by giving them a gentle hugging sensation.

ble for us before putting the ThunderShirt 
on the smallest member of our family. q

ThunderWorks, 866-892-2078 
www.thundershirt.com
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THE TECH TEAM
KEN FREUND: Ken is a former ASE Certifi ed Master Technician, service man-
ager and shop owner who has authored numerous books on automotive repair. 

JEFF JOHNSTON: Jeff served as technical director of Trailer Life for 18 years and 
has been an RV enthusiast, mechanic and writer since he could hold a wrench.

2500HD VERSUS 3500HD

Q My wife and I are avid readers of 
Trailer Life magazine. Since we 

purchased our fi rst trailer in 2008, a 
Forest River Wildcat, your advice has 
helped us a lot. 

I plan on retiring next year and 
would like to travel the United States 
with my wife for a couple of years, but 
the Wildcat we currently own would 
not fi t our needs. It seems that we 
have looked at almost every fi fth-
wheel on the market and decided on a 
CrossRoads Redwood 38RE or 36RE. 
The fi fth-wheel appears to have every-
thing we need to live in it for the time 
we will be gone.

That brings me to my dilemma. Our 
tow vehicle is a 2002 Chevrolet Silverado 
2500HD with the Duramax diesel. We 

love our truck, and with only 51,000 
miles on it, it is almost brand-new. We 
would like to use this truck to pull the 
Redwood, but in talking with people at 
Chevrolet and the Redwood dealership, 
we keep getting confl icting answers on 
what truck we should use for towing. 
I would rather avoid buying a dually, 
mainly because of the large size of the 
vehicle. I thought the main difference 
between a 2500HD and 3500HD is an 
extra spring. Please help.
Joe, Denver, Colorado

A The tow ratings for the 2500 and 
3500 series trucks can be very 

similar, Joe, but the big difference with 
the 3500 trucks, and especially dual-
lies, is in the rear-axle weight-carrying 
capacity. A dually will have a signifi -

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

cantly higher rear gross axle weight 
rating (GAWR), which allows the truck to 
handle more hitch weight. A fi fth-wheel 
trailer has a higher percentage of its 
weight on its hitch than does a conven-
tional travel trailer — about 15 to 20 
percent-plus versus 10 to 11 percent. 
That means a truck slated to haul a big 
fi fth-wheel should have enough GAWR to 
handle the load.

You didn’t pass along a lot of details 
about your truck, so we can’t say how 
it stacks up, specifi cally, but you can do 
some footwork to determine what kind 
of trailer weight it can haul. First, take 
the truck, loaded with your usual trav-
eling cargo and passengers, to a public 
scale and weigh its rear axle. Then fi nd 
the truck’s rear-axle GAWR on the data 
plate on the driver’s side door frame 
and note that fi gure. Subtract the 
truck’s rear axle weight from its GAWR, 
and you’ll know how much extra pay-
load capacity you have for the trailer 
hitch weight. As long as you don’t ex-
ceed the GAWR or the truck's tow rating 
with the trailer you have in mind, your 
current truck should work fi ne. — J.J.

ADVICE FROM OUR TECH TEAM

SCALES OR NOT?

Q There have been a number of articles in recent issues 
about the use of truck scales to ensure that your rig is 

within the vehicle towing limits. My question is on a similar 
topic: truck weigh stations. The signs for the weigh stations 
usually indicate that all trucks must exit to be weighed. For 
the purpose of these weigh stations, what defi nes a truck? 
Once or twice I have noticed a sign that lists a specifi c gross 
vehicle weight rating (GVWR) or gross combined weight rat-
ing (GCWR) as the criteria, but most of the signs simply refer 
to a “truck.” I previously had not considered a pickup tow-
ing a travel trailer or a fi fth-wheel as a truck in these situa-
tions, until I recently passed one weigh station and noticed 
a dually pulling a fi fth-wheel waiting in line. 
Joe Zanghi, Charlottesville, Virginia

A The rule of thumb, Joe, is that commercial vehicles 
need to stop and private vehicles do not. An RV towed 

by a private owner for fun is not commercial, so it can sail 
on by, unless the truck stop signage specifi cally requires it 

to stop. So far, I’ve never seen such a sign anywhere during 
my travels from coast to coast. If any readers have follow-
up experience along those lines, please drop us a note and 
let us know. The RV and dually combination you saw at the 
truck stop was probably a commercial RV delivery driver 
hauling a new trailer to a dealership, and as a commercial 
venture it had to stop. — Jeff Johnston
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FAULTY WIRING TIMES TWO

Q I have a 2010 Ford 6.4-liter diesel 
F-350 Crew Cab longbed dually 

towing a 2010 Carriage Cameo F36FWS 
fifth-wheel trailer. Occasionally, over a 
couple of years, I have heard a warning 
tone and seen a message-center dis-
play indicating “Wiring Fault on Trailer.” 
It occurs usually while towing on level 
ground conditions at normal highway 
speeds. A few times it has happened 
when I apply the brakes, but all of the 
trailer lights and brakes work as ex-
pected. I have checked all trailer wires, 
and none show any continuity to ground. 
I have had the truck to the Ford dealer 
twice with no problems found, and two 
trips to a trailer facility show everything 
is OK. Sometimes several weeks pass 
without an occurrence. 
Dave Sanford, Grafton, Illinois

Q I’d like some help to fix a brake 
problem that has been plaguing my 

Ford for a while. I have a 2008 F-250 
Super Duty 6.4-liter diesel and a 2011 
Avalanche 330RE trailer I bought new. 
The problem is that I lose brakes on 
the trailer when towing. A “Wire Fault” 
indicator from the trailer brake-control 
readout shows up on the dash of the 
truck. Then “Trailer Disconnected” 
might show up. I took the pickup to the 
truck dealer, and they found nothing 
wrong. Next, I took the trailer to the 
RV dealer, and after a while they got 
the same result with their truck. They 
replaced all the wire and magnets and 
the lead from the trailer to the truck. It 
worked for a very short time, then the 
problem was back. I took both the truck 
and trailer back, and now they both 
point the finger at the other guy, saying 
there is nothing wrong on their end, but 
the problem is not gone.
Randy Williams, Radcliff, Kentucky

A Intermittent wiring problems can 
be a bugger to trace and cure, 

gents, especially when they’re not 
seemingly related to any repeatable 
incidents. In both cases it seems like 
wiring trouble, and I’d lay odds on a 
bad ground connection. A bad power 
wire at a magnet or even an entire axle 
can cause problems, but a single bad 

ground can affect the entire trailer and/
or incite reactions by the truck’s trailer-
brake control.

First, and this applies to both ex-
amples, you can’t rely on the metal-to-
metal connection between the truck and 
trailer as a reliable grounding circuit 
path. You need to have a solid ground 
connection via the appropriate pin in 
the trailer plug and truck receptacle, so 
that’s the place to start looking. Check 

every ground connection from the 
plug/receptacle out, looking for loose, 
corroded, damaged or worn connec-
tions due to wear and tear. If there are 
junctions with electrical tape covering 
them, remove the old tape and inspect 
the joint before rewrapping with new 
tape. You get the drill: check and verify 
all ground wiring. While you’re at it, it 
wouldn’t hurt to go through the other 
lines as well, just to be sure.

Made in the USA

• Affordably replaces mechanical landing gear 
for easy set-up 

• Engineered like aircraft landing gear for 
exceptional stability

• Electric/manual pump provides power
extend/power-retract dependability

• Use as landing gear or in combination with other
jacks to make a complete leveling system

Exceptional stability. Outstanding value. 
The runway is clear!

For more information go to
www.HWH.com or call 1-800-321-3494

HWH.21841 HalfPg Aircraft JacksFN_1/2 Pg Vert  5/14/12  12:30 PM  Page 1
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Randy, since the RV dealer tried 
towing your trailer with its truck as a 
test, perhaps you should also try towing 
a friend’s trailer and see if you get the 
same troubleshooting code with your 
truck. That would help narrow down 
the culprit to the truck or trailer and 
improve your chances of successfully 
eliminating the problem. — J.J.

SLIDEOUT LUBRICANT

Q I have a 2006 Forest River Surveyor 
with a rear slide. Is it recommended 

to occasionally lube the slide with a 
product such as Protect All Slide-Out 
Dry Lube? What about treating the 
seals? Thanks for your help.
Larry Hobdey, Boise, Idaho

A It’s always a good idea to follow 
the manufacturer’s recommended 

serv ice practices on a mechanical com-
ponent such as a slideout mechanism. 
The dry lube you mentioned sounds 
good, but check your owner’s manual  

or the manufacturer’s website for 
specific product recommendations. 
Likewise, the rubber seals should be 
treated with a cleaner and/or lubricant 
to keep them in good condition and 
avoid tears or damage due to the seal 
drying out. Again, check your owner’s 
manual for complete specifics on your 
product. — J.J.

SHOWER WALL REPAIR

Q We have a Glendale Golden Falcon 
fifth-wheel that has developed a 

crack in the shower-wall surround, and 
I’m hoping you can direct me to replace-
ment wall material. There isn’t a cur-
rent product out there that will retrofit 
the molded surround, and I’m wonder-
ing if I can use sheet material of some 
type to replace it.
Steve Maslonka, Shakopee, Minnesota

A Pay a visit to your local home-
improvement store, Steve, and 

do some browsing in the bathroom 

remodeling area. You’ll find bulk sheet 
material in plastic laminates, plastic 
composites, wood-backed plastic lami-
nates, fiberglass and so forth. Chances 
are good you’ll find a material that will 
work for you, and the store will prob-
ably also have information on how to 
work with the materials, including cut-
ting and fastening. Alternatively, a boat 
yard may be able to repair the crack 
with fiberglass tape and finishing  
materials. — J.J.

ONE OR TWO GENERATORS
REPLY

Q I read your answer to Gene Ponder 
in June’s RV Clinic on the question 

of one or two generators. I went through 
this same decision a few years ago and 
went with two 2,000-watt Hondas with 
the parallel kit. My reasons were, first, 
one 2,000-watt unit is lighter than the 
3,000-watt model. That makes it easier 
to carry and put into the truck or trailer. 
Second, when not running the A/C, I use 

More comfort on the move

LP Gas cylinder level indicator
Know the level of your LP gas tank within seconds
• Reliable measurement using ultrasound

• With integrated twin LED flash light

• See it in action at www.LevelCheck.com
Buy now or become a dealer: 

www.LevelCheck.com

Ultrasound   
Technology 

“Made in  
Germany”

Ultrasound 
Technology Technology T

NEVER RUN OUT OF PROPANE AGAIN
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only one of the generators. One 2,000-
watt unit uses less fuel than one 3,000-
watt unit. I can still use the water heater 
on electricity or the microwave while 
charging the batteries and running 
some lights. I have had no problem with 
this setup while boondocking for weeks 
at a time. I alternate the generators to 
give equal wear-and-tear time to each.
Mike Lisle, Dayton, Minnesota

A Thank you, Mike. Those are some 
pretty good reasons for going with 

the two-generator setup. Your input 
may help some readers in the process 
of making their own decisions along 
these lines. — J.J.

PUTNAM HITCH

Q I purchased a truck that already 
had a fi fth-wheel hitch installed. 

It is made by Putnam Industries, and 
Firestorm is the model. It has the ca-
pabilities of a regular fi fth-wheel hitch, 
and after removing two pins and remov-
ing the horseshoe plate, it converts to 
a gooseneck hitch. My understanding 
through research on the Internet is that 
Putnam has gone out of business. So 
my question to you is, where can I fi nd 
parts for my hitch? 
John Coley, Via email

A Yes, unfortunately, Putnam ceased 
operation several years ago. If you 

do an Internet search for “Putnam hitch 
parts,” you will fi nd there are a few 
companies that still have some items. If 
that doesn’t help, welding and fabrica-
tion shops can usually make most any 
part you might need for hitches that are 
out of production and no longer avail-
able. — Ken Freund

FREEWAY HOP CURED

Q Back in the day, my friend in 
Alaska had just bought a then-

new 1990 Dodge and loved it — except 
for the hard ride, which was killing his 
bad back and aggravating his kidney 
problems. Because of a Trailer Life ar-
ticle on the Kelderman air-suspension 
kits, he ordered one and installed it 
himself. He was ecstatic with the im-

proved ride of his old Dodge. 
Just recently, I asked him how he 

liked the Kelderman, and he said he 
still had the truck and had no problems 
with it and would highly recommend it. 
So I ordered a kit from Auto Spring in 
Boise and had them install it. I was re-
ally amazed how much better the rear 
of my 2003 GMC 3500 dually rode, both 
loaded and unloaded; it is better than 
the torsion bar front end, in fact. My 
TrailerSaver air-ride hitch hardly moves 
now; before, it got a real workout. 
Now when I drive over the California 
freeways, hop is virtually eliminated, 
regardless of load. My only regret is I 
didn’t get the Kelderman air suspension 
10 years ago and 107,000 miles sooner.
Chuck Wolfkiel, Cascade, Idaho

A That article was by Jeff Johnston, 
who put many miles on that Dodge 

Cummins pickup. It’s fun to hear that 
these old articles are still being remem-
bered. Thanks for sharing your experi-
ences with Kelderman. — K.F.

CHANGING A SOFA BED

Q Last June I purchased a 2006 Jayco 
Eagle and spent most of the sum-

mer traveling with my brother. He 
slept on the sofa bed and was not very 
pleased with it. Do you know of an alter-
native couch, daybed or futon that would 
fi t into the 36 x 70-inch space the sofa 
occupies, perhaps something with stor-
age underneath for bedding? 
Sara D’Spain, Mesa, Arizona

A A jackknife-type sofa bed with 
a good, thick mattress typically 

won’t have much room left under-
neath. The same goes for futons; 
some are comfortable, but then they 
may be heavy and lack storage space 
underneath. I suggest you visit Camp-
ing World, which offers a number of 
attractive sofa beds in 68-inch lengths 
that should fi t. If you don’t fi nd what 
you want, a local custom furniture 
and upholstery shop should be able 
to modify yours or make something to 
order. You might also consider an air 
mattress, which is what many new RV 
manufacturers are going to. — K.F.

Weight 
Distribution

Comes Out of 
the Stone Age

•  Pre-adjusted, no fine  
    tuning
•  Grease stays trapped  
    in the hitch head.  No  
    grease on your hands  
    or clothes
•  Sway prevention
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TIRE CODES

Q The letter “Chinese Tires” in the May 
2014 issue about how to tell where 

tires were manufactured left something 
to be desired. Perhaps a chart with 
letters and their matching countries 
would have been benefi cial. My Heart-
land Sundance 2900MK fi fth-wheel has 
Power King Towmax STR tires in size 
ST235/80R16. The alphanumeric data on 
my trailer tires is DOT 83B5 CPB. How 
do I fi nd where they were made?
Dave Simpson, Moreno Valley, California

A Located on the sidewall of a tire, 
the DOT tire identifi cation code is 

a combination of up to 12 numbers and 
letters with valuable information. The 
fi rst two are the plant code where the 
tire was manufactured, and the last four 
numbers (three prior to 2000) represent 
the week and year the tire was built.

The list of codes indicating where 
tires are made is incredibly long — too 
much to publish in this column. For-
tunately, the information is available 
online for free at www.harriger.com/
tires.htm. There is also more informa-
tion available at www.nhtsa.gov/apps/
manufacturer/index.htm. — K.F.

FUEL-ECONOMY CONCERNS

Q I am new at travel-trailer towing 
and need help in getting better gas 

mileage on my tow vehicle. I have a 2012 
Ford F-150 EcoBoost V-6 dual turbo 
Crew Cab with the cap over a 6-foot bed. 
The Ford has all the guts I need to tow, 
but at a poor MPG rate. The trailer is a 
6,400-pound 28-foot Coachmen with 
about 800 pounds of stuff added when 
camping. Solo MPG is 17 in the city and 
24 to 28 on the highway at 60 MPH. With 
the trailer in tow, it gets 7 to 9 MPG.

I just traded the trailer for a 4,200-
pound 24-foot Fleetwood Pioneer in 
hopes that that will help. Our plans 
are to do long-distance trips, and the 
28-foot Coachmen is larger than what I 
want to tow cross-country. Information 
I have found on the Internet reports that 
the wind-defl ecting units for the roof of 
the truck will never give me a return on 
the investment. Others tell me to en-
close the underbelly of the trailer. Can 

RV CLINIC

anyone tell me the real story?
Denis Carmody, Rio Grande, New Jersey

A With fuel prices what they are now-
adays, it’s no fun to fi ll up, that’s for 

sure. The real story is that your truck is 
getting mileage similar to what many 
other folks report getting in similar 
situations. On predominantly fl at roads 
like you have on the East Coast, most of 
the engine’s power at highway speeds 
goes to fi ghting wind resistance. Wind 
resistance increases with the square of 
the gain in speed, so small changes in 
speed can result in substantial changes 
in fuel economy. Try setting the cruise 
control at 55 MPH and monitor fuel econ-
omy carefully. You may be surprised at 
how much you will save. Also make sure 
the tires are properly infl ated. — K.F.

TPR VALVE

Q We have a 1980’s vintage trailer, 
and the temperature pressure relief 

(TPR) valve is leaking. I have tried to 
remove it but cannot. Is there a special 
tool made for the removal of this valve? 
If so, where can I get one?
Charles Hyzy, Wheaton, Illinois

A For those unfamiliar with the 
term, a TPR is a safety device that 

releases water from the water heater 
when temperature or pressure be-
comes dangerously high. Before start-
ing, you should verify that the fault is a 
bad valve and not high-water pressure 
or excessive temperature.

Corrosion is probably heavy, and 
sometimes the threads in the heater 
will be damaged when you try to re-
move the valve. If the threads are too 
far gone, you may not be able to install 
a new valve — so be prepared to re-
place the old water heater. Spray the 
threads with penetrating oil to loosen 
any rust or other buildup and let it sit 
overnight. Try a bigger wrench and 
wear padded work gloves to protect 
your hands. A long pipe wrench usually 
works, and since you won’t be reusing 
the valve, it doesn’t matter if it dam-
ages it. Use a large adjustable wrench 
to install the new one, using Tefl on 
tape on the threads. — K.F.

 Keep your RV running in tip-top
 shape using our Expert Tech Tips
 and RV How-To Video Libraryand RV How-To Video Library

 Access anytime from your PC,
 Mac or Mobile Device

*Limited time offer expires Aug 1, 2014. Valid on Annual Membership only. 
Discount cannot be combined with other offers.

RV HOW-TO

VIDEO
YOUR DESTINATION FOR

Full-Access™ Exclusive
Videos Include:
• Appliances & Utilities
• Electronics & Accessories
• Maintenance & Repair
• Power & Water Systems
• Sanitation Systems
•And Much More!

Go to http://go.trailerlife.tv/tlvideo
to claim your discount and learn more!

• Power & Water Systems

SAVE30%

Presented by:

LIMITED TIME OFFER 
ONLY $20.98/YEAR!

 Keep your RV running in tip-top
 shape using our Expert Tech Tips
 and RV How-To Video Library

 Access anytime from your PC,
 Mac or Mobile Device

*Limited time offer expires Oct 30, 2013. Valid on Annual Membership only. 
Discount cannot be combined with other offers.

RV HOW-TO

VIDEO
YOUR DESTINATION FOR

Full-Access™ Exclusive
Videos Include:
• Appliances & Utilities
• Electronics & Accessories
• Maintenance & Repair
• Power & Water Systems
• Sanitation Systems
•And Much More!

Go to TrailerLife.TV/TL11
to claim your discount and learn more!

SAVE30%
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LIMITED TIME OFFER 
ONLY $20.98/YEAR!
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MATCHING TOW VEHICLE 
TO TRAILER

Q I need to get to the bottom line 
with my decision on the right size 

trailer for my truck. I have a 2013 
Chevy Suburban 1500 with the factory 
tow package. I am not sure what gear 
ratio it is equipped with. The vehicle is 
completely stock without any upgrades. 
The toy hauler I need (not want) is 
a 27- to 28-footer weighing roughly 
7,400 pounds dry and has a 9,900-
pound GVWR. I understand the 
maximum rated tow weight for my 
Suburban is 8,200 pounds. 

Exactly what modifi cations can I 
make to my vehicle to maximize its tow 
capacity? I have a family of six, and my 
wallet is not big enough to add a diesel 
truck payment to do the job. Your sug-
gestions would be greatly appreciated.
Jose Garcia, Pasadena, California

A According to Trailer Life’s tow rat-
ing guide, the highest rating your 

Suburban could have is 8,100 pounds, 
and if it doesn’t have the optimum axle 
ratio, the rating could be as low as 
5,100 pounds. The vehicle manufacturer 
sets tow ratings, and they are based 
on extensive engineering and testing 
regimens. Regardless of what modifi ca-
tions you do, they won’t increase the 
factory ratings. Overloading your vehicle 
will put yourself, family and other road 
users at risk. In the case of an accident, 
there could be serious consequences. 
We recommend staying within all fac-
tory recommended limits. 

By the way, you don’t necessar-
ily need a diesel truck to tow 10,000 
pounds; there are several gas models 
on the market that can do the job, and 
since your Suburban is only one year 
old, your dealer should be able to make 
a suitable trade with you. That, or you’re 
simply going to have to fi nd a lighter 
trailer. — K.F. q

HAVE A QUESTION? » Email our 
experts at: RVClinic@trailerlife.com 
or write to: RV Clinic, 2750 Park View 
Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, California 
93036. No phone calls, please.
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 800.410.6580 • www.Trailer-Saver.com
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Visit
 Trailerlife.com

GoodSamClub.com
Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!
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READER SERVICE

Take a photo and enter it 
in the Trailer Life

“Wherever Adventure Takes You”
photo contest, sponsored by 

Powerhouse Generators. Go to
Trailerlife.com/wherever-adventure-
takes-you for entry rules and deadlines,

plus a list of amazing prizes. 

Give it your best shot...

TO ADVERTISE IN THE

RV Marketplace

CONTACT:
Terry Thompson 
206-310-6234
terry.thompson@goodsam.com 

is a custom designer backsplash that 
adds a decorative accent. The oven is a 
large 22-inch model with three shelves 
versus the usual two-shelf version. 
Next to the oven are three very large, 
deep drawers ideal for big pots and 
pans or hefty quantities of utensils. 
Also in the kitchen is a dual-pane glass 
rear window to let in some natural rays. 
Below the window is a deep, double 
stainless-steel sink with a retractable 
faucet. There’s also a large pantry with 
extensive shelving (stationary and pull-
out) that’s good for cans, seasonings 
and other foodstuffs.

At the top of the stairway to the 
bed room is a door decorated with an 
antique-style black frosted glass inlay. 
Directly ahead as you enter is the 60- x 
80-inch queen bed, positioned length-
wise and complemented by matching 
nightstands. Highlights in the bedroom 
include a TruRest mattress, a roomy 
wardrobe slideout, independent LED 
lighting on each side of the bed and a 
Starlite sunshade, plus a fan. At the foot 
of the bed is a TV stand with the usual 
connections for ancillary components.

Like many smaller fi fth-wheels, the 
bath area incorporates a Jack and Jill 
arrangement, with an entry door off the 
hallway and a second entry from the 
bedroom. The latter makes late-night 
visits convenient, and inside the spa-
cious lavatory are two mirrors — one is 
a telescoping lighted vanity mirror, also 
known as a beautifying/magnifi cation 
mirror, and the other is perched above 
a corner placed sink. For a more home-
like feel, a porcelain toilet is provided, 
and the combo bath/shower is fi nished 
in a somewhat unusual but attractive 
brown color and enclosed by frosted 
glass — no dealing with a small tub and 
oversize curtains.

Everything about the Arctic Fox 
27-5L Silver Fox Edition suggests 
quality, from the main structure to 
the smallest of details such as coiled 
controlled wire routing to prevent dam-
age and support longevity. It’s details 
like these that demonstrate North-
wood’s commitment to quality through-
out its line. q

(continued from page 45)

WALK-THROUGH: ARCTIC FOX 27-5L
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10-MINUTE TECH TRIED-AND-TRUE TIPS FROM RVERS
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Durable Dump Valve Rods
We are on our second RV and fi nd that the dump valve 
push/pull rods have failed, either by bending or by the 
plastic T-handle breaking. My solution was to use a 
¹⁄2-inch stainless-steel tube with a ³⁄8-inch inside diameter 
and make my own T-handles from steel.

The original threaded bushing that attaches to the 
valve itself fi ts perfectly in the ¹⁄2-inch tube. I drilled holes 
in each end to attach a cotter pin through the original 
threaded bushing and the custom steel T-handle that 
I made for the pulling end of the dump valve. When 
threading the bushing end back to the valve, I used blue 
Loctite. I painted the T-handles green because in the state 
of Indiana construction sites use green as the locating 
color for sanitation, plus it’s easier to see when taking a 
fi rst glance under the RV. 

These work so much better and do not bend or break.
Jeff Wineman, Clayton, Indiana

Stop the Leaking
For those of us whose trailers have 
a recessed city water connection, 
it can be diffi cult to get the hose 
connected tightly enough to prevent 
leakage. A standard hose cutoff 
valve solves the problem. The valve 
can be purchased for about $4 at 
any local hardware store. We leave 
ours permanently attached to the 
water inlet.
Mike Halfpenny, Mulberry, Florida

QUICK 
FIX

Babying the Satellite Dish
We camp a lot where we need a portable satellite dish. Often the dish needs to be positioned far from 
the RV, and hearing the beeps on the TV (for aligning the dish) can be diffi cult, not to mention annoy-
ing for neighboring campers. My solution is to use a baby monitor. I plug the base unit near the TV and 
adjust the TV volume to hear it easily on the remote. I then clip the remote to my belt and proceed to 
adjust the dish. I am now able to hear the beeps and can adjust the volume on the remote so it does 
not bother the neighbors. It has worked perfectly every time. – John Wedell, Long Island, New York q

To send your submission,    write to: 10-Minute Tech,    2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard,    California 93036 or email: 10minutetech@trailerlife.com. 
Please include an illustration or photo, if applicable. Trailer Life will pay you $35 for original 10-Minute Tech ideas.
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The

ARE IN YOUR
possibilities

IN YOURENDLESS RV.
Unfortunately, so are the road hazards.

     Protect Yourself with
Good Sam Roadside Assistance.

uRoadside service such as emergency fluid and fuel delivery
uUnlimited distance towing to the nearest service station
uCoverage for your spouse and dependent children
uProtection in your RV and household vehicles

OVER 30% of roadside emergencies are tire related and most RVs don’t carry a functioning spare uuu

1-877-592-4173
GoodSamRoadside.com

*Introductory rate for Good Sam members who are first time buyers. Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing
in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and by A�nity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to

limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochures, which can be found at goodsamroadside.com/mbbs. GRA31785-TL - 0414

FOR ONE YEAR
JUST $79.95*
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ACCESSORIES

12-Volt Cooling for RVs 
TurboKOOL Evaporative “Swamp” Coolers 
Powered by Battery and/or Solar. 
Cools your RV (up to 29° reduction)  
without “plugging in”! Quiet and Affordable 
1-800-326-4410 free brochure www.turbokool.com     

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --  
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV & 
Ozone resistant --  good to 300  ̊F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com  

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991 
To buy 800-272-0401 
To sell 800-952-0401. 
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever. 

PREMIER MULTI-RESORT RV MEMBERSHIP 
Home resort near Southern Pines, NC 
w/ability to camp across US & Canada 
Call Wayne/Sharron @ 704-883-7719 

HELP WANTED

DELIVER RVs W/YOUR TRUCK.  DRIVERS NEEDED 
NOW to pick up & deliver RVs to dealer! 
Top pay.  Choose your own trips -- drive as  
much or as little as you like all across US & 
Canada.  Free orientation & training.  See 
video: www.classic-transportinc.com.  Email 
Rhonda at rblanchard@classic-transportinc.com 
or call 866-724-1606.  

SEEKING TV TALENT 
We’re seeking an active, dynamic couple 
to host a new cable television series focused  
on destinations and cool products that fi t 
an active RV lifestyle. Exp. with production 
or acting is not necessary, but enthusiasm 
and passion is. So if you’re a couple who love 
the RV Lifestyle and like sharing your stories 
with others, this may be right for you. Please 
send a cover letter and photos to
 www.RvTalentSearch.com

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS--Travel and 
stay in RV parks FREE. Set your own income 
selling advertising for RV parks. Up to 65% 
commission. Call 1-800-832-3292. Full training. 
www.SoutheastPublications.com    

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas 
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village 
RV Lots $20s, RV Casitas $120s.  
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com   

LEGAL SERVICES

MONTANA LLC LAWYER • SAVE SALES TAX $ 
on next RV purchase • Attorney operated. 
• Go with 36+ years experienced law fi rm. 
1-406-360-3409; www.montanallcattorney.com    

LOTS FOR RENT

MOUNTAIN LOT IN MESA, CO 135’x65’ Lot for 
RV, Trailer or Mobile Home. No large pets. Renter 
pays all util. $200/mo plus $300/dep. Must meet 
HUD standards. 5 mi to skiing, hunting & fi shing. 
1 year lease. Call 970-434-3378

MAIL FORWARDING

SD’s Oldest & Largest Mail Forwarding Company 
ALTERNATIVE RESOURCES 800-477-2664 
Call us about SD residency benefi ts 
See us at www.alternativeresources.net 

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD  
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$  
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700  
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us fi rst!  

OUR MAIL TRAVEL SERVICE • 800-723-0110 
• Merritt Island, Fl. No State Income Tax  
• No Vehicle Inspection •  Low RV Reg 
24 Yrs Exp • FREE BROCHURE • mailtravelservice.com   

PHOTOGRAPHY

 

 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com 
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD. 
60,000 RVs For Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings 
www.RVT.com or 1.877.705.0025  

RV REGISTRY 
www.rvregistry.com 
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels 
For Sale by Owners 
No Sales Commissions 
Buyers/Sellers   800-546-8457 

SERVICES

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE! 
We guarantee BEST service and price 
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding 
Call    888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net 

ACTION SERVICES, LLC 
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney 
No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees 
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service 
Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com      

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS 
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save  
over the past 17 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for  
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com 
Mountain States Consulting   800-565-4504  

TOURS

RV Tours & Rallies across North America 
Alaska•Canada•USA•Mexico+Overseas 
Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or 
call for your FREE Catalog 844-872-7897  
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WORLDWIDE RV TOURS AND RALLIES 
Mexico, Canada, Alaska, Overseas & USA 
Rallies: Rose Parade, Kentucky Derby, NYC 
Albuquerque Balloon, Calgary Stampede 
800-952-8496  www.fantasyrvtours.com 

TOW VEHICLES FOR SALE

NEW M2 FOUR DOOR RV TRUCK 
CUMMINS, AUTO - air ride suspension, seats, 
hitch. 4 leather reclining seats, huge storage, 
$99,000 623-451-7121 mountainmaster.net 

 

2006 MED DUTY TRUCK, RV, MC LOADER/CARRIER 
& MC. 40K mi, 275 HP, Allison 6 spd 42 K mi, 
33’ 5th wheel, slide, gen. HD SPORTSTER 
4K mi, $49,900.  623-451-7121     

TRAVEL TRAILERS & FIFTH-WHEELS

Eggcamper LIGHTWEIGHT AERODYNAMIC 
EASY TOW MOLDED FIBERGLASS travel trailer 
EASY CLEAN MOLDED INTERIOR 
www.eggcamper.com  616-437-9255   

 

NEW 2014 DRV MOBILE SUITES 36RSSB3: Loaded 
Only $97,581 New units-Cust order avail at no chg. 
Guar Best Price! More info at 888-255-6907. View 
Full Line of New/Used Units. www.rvs4less.net
                   

NATION’S LOW PRICED 5th WHEEL EXPERTS 
Huge inventory of new/used high end 5ths 
DRV Mobile Suites, Lifestyle, Trilogy, HitchHiker 
View units at www.kansasrvcenter.com 
800-835-0676 or sales@nuwa.com for info           

NEW 2015 Heartland Landmark Key Largo 
Full Body Paint. Loaded Only $73,900! Guar Best  
Price! 888-255-6907. New units-Loaded. Cust order 
avail no chg. View New/Used Units.www.rvs4less.net                   

TRAILERS, ACCESSORIES, REAL ESTATE AND MORE!
For advertising information contact Katey Purgatorio:

Phone 847-229-6756    Fax 270-495-6278    Email Katey.Purgatorio@goodsam.com 
Mail Attn: Trailer Life Classifi ed Department, 3431 S. 257th Street, Kent, WA 98032

Private Parties: $30 per line, four-
line minimum. Add $65 for color 
photo. All red text add $25.

Commercial: $72 per line, four-line 
minimum, 40 characters per line. 
For photo ads (limited to RVs and 
real estate), add $95 B/W or $115 
color. For logo add $95 B/W, $115 
color. No category limitations for 
logos. All red text add $50.

Display Advertising: 1” ad B/W 
$395. 2” ad B/W $675. Add $75 for 
color. Frequency discounts apply.

Payment: Check, VISA, MasterCard,
Discover, American Express.
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com 
Phone: (847) 229-6756
Fax: (270) 495-6278
Mail: Trailer Life
 Attn: Classifi ed Dept. 
 3431 S. 257th Street 
 Kent, WA 98032

Classifi ed Rates

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Now, more money-saving  
reasons to join!

GoodSamClub.com
Join today at

• Good Sam RV Park Camping Discounts
• Camping World Club Pricing
• Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane & Dump  
 Station Discounts 
• Plus Many More!

1.800.234.3450or call
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Bill will be in Nebraska City, Nebraska. To connect with Bill, email him at roadscribe@aol.comNEXT MONTH

AMERICA’S 
OUTBACK

See Branson by
Land and Lake
The amphibious DUKW carried us up a mountain 
and splashed into Table Rock Lake, while the 
driver cranked up the Lone Ranger theme song

Larry Boggs, nicknamed “Boggy,” 
was in the sign business in Wichita, 

Kansas, most of his life. He retired from 
that, moved to Branson 11 years ago, 
and is now, at age 73, a Duck driver.  

Ducks are amphibious trucks. Born 
out of necessity during World War II, 
they were designated DUKWs, a manu-
facturer’s code used by General Motors, 

with the D standing for designed in 1942, U meaning utility 
vehicle or amphibian, K for all-wheel-drive and W for two 
powered rear axles. The six all-drive wheels are lined up
in tandem. 

They were used in amphibious landings in the Pacifi c 
and the Mediterranean. More than 2,000 of them were in the 
D-Day invasion at Normandy in 1944. Some were even around 
to serve in Korea in the 1950s. Advances in how we fi ght wars, 
however, left the Duck to the history books decades ago. 
The folks in Branson had some replicas built, and now Larry 
spends his days driving tourists around in one.

I joined him for a ride. To get onboard, combat troops 
used ladders; we used steps. It amounts to getting into a boat 
when it’s on dry land, which is not the way we usually do it. 

Larry clipped on a microphone, and we headed out onto 
the street. Were it not for the life preservers strapped to the 
ceiling, we could have been in a tour bus. Passing one of 
the three Walmarts in Branson, Larry told us that he has a 
friend who wants to be buried in the Walmart parking lot. 
“Being there,” Larry said, “he knows that his kids will visit 
him a couple of times a week.”

Everybody with a microphone in Branson is a comedian. 
It goes with the territory. Entertainment is what this town 
is about. Larry said that there are 69,000 theater seats in 
Branson. “Some theaters have three shows a day, and tickets 
average about 35 bucks,” Larry said. “People tell me that 
show tickets go for two and three times that in Vegas.” 

Live entertainment is probably the only thing Branson 
has in common with Las Vegas. There, casino gambling 
is the focus. The shows are just one of the ways to get 
gamblers in the door and at the tables. Here, the shows are 

the focus, and Branson has no casinos.
Larry drove up a mountain where all sorts of World War 

II vehicles are displayed. We stopped to look down on Table 
Rock Lake. The marina and RV park were right below us. 
Larry has a motorhome and said they used to go to that 
campground, but he now has a house on the lake. “In the 
winter,” he said, “we become winter Texans and stay at a 
campground on South Padre Island.”

Back on the fl atlands, Larry pulled up to a road that 
leads into the lake. He gave us a safety briefi ng required 
by the Coast Guard. Then he slipped a CD into the player, 
pumped up the volume, gunned the engine, and with the 
booming of the “William Tell Overture” — it sounded like 
the Lone Ranger was behind us, guns blazing — he plunged 
the duck into the lake. A huge wave of water came over the 
windshield, and the spray hit a few us. Everybody cheered. 

Larry does this all day long. “I’ve got the best job in 
Branson,” he says.

We chugged around the lake for a while. He offered the 
driver’s seat to the kids onboard, and each one got to take 
the helm for a minute or so. 

When we were back on dry land, Larry put on more 
music as we approached the end of the ride — with Dolly 
Parton singing “America the Beautiful,” undoubtedly the 
song heard most often in the theaters of Branson. It’s that 
kind of a place.

Welcome to America’s Outback. q

Larry Boggs pilots a DUKW, a replica of one of America’s unique 
military vehicles, on the streets of Branson and on Table Rock 
Lake. Here, on the water, he approaches the road that allows him 
to drive up onto dry land.

BRANSON, MISSOURI by Bill Graves
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Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. The GEICO Gecko © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

SAVE TODAY. S’MORES TOMORROW.

for your RV
geico.com  |  1-877-434-2678  |  local offi ce

See how much you could save on RV insurance.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. The GEICO Gecko © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

RV
geico.com  |  1-877-434-2678  |  local offi ce

Geico, Circle 111 on Reader Service Card
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Your Venture Starts Here.

A DIVISION OF KZRV

  More Features – Less Weight!! 
Small but not basic, the Sonic adds value to the 
Ultra-lightweight market at an aggressive price. 

The Sonic comes in 20 feet to 25
feet length and weighs between
2,950 lbs. to 4,500 lbs. 

888.988.8440 • www.Venture-RV.com

The SportTrek 290VIK model includes all of the
amenities of home. These homelike features
include 82" sofa, theater seating, large hutch,
island kitchen and walk-through bathroom with
neo-angle glass shower. As with all SportTrek
models we add value, quality and  functionality
that will exceed your expectations.

MODEL ST290VIK

The SN220VRB is our newest model. 
At only 4,000 lbs., it’s towing made easy!

NEW
FOR 2015

ST290VIK

KL 3503 TrailerLife 290VIK_220VRB AD_Layout 1  5/20/14  10:10 AM  Page 1
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