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*EPA-estimated 17 city/23 highway/19 combined mpg, 3.7L V6 4x2. Class is Full-Size Pickups under 8,500 lbs. GVWR, non-hybrid. 

Best-in-class fuel economy.*
23 highway mpg. More go. More green.

 THE NEW 2011 F-150
FIND OUT MORE AT FORD.COM

Ford Motor Company, go to www.trailerlife.com/info
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EDITORIAL

CREATIVE

PRODUCTION

CIRCULATIONTTTur room, making your bed, taking out the garbage, mowingTTe lawn … you get the idea. At the time, you just couldn’tTTderstand why your parents would disturb your preciousTTweekends with mundane tasks when there was so much fun toTT
be had. Often, you begrudgingly slogged through your jobs, not because you
wanted to, but because there was no leaving the house until the work was finished.

Well, as we all know, Mom and Dad weren’t so evil after all. Chores not only
provided a clean room, a made bed, a groomed lawn, etc., but they also instilled a
sense of responsibility in all of us, one that, hopefully, has remained to this day.

The other thing that has remained to this day? The chores. But that’s not neces-
sarily a bad thing.

Maintaining your RV’s appearance with good housekeeping ultimately extends
its “lifespan.” A shiny exterior or clean carpeting looks great to be sure, but there’s
more to it than looks. Durability and longevity are direct results of proper mainte-
nance and detailing, so it’s important to take your time when spiffing up your tow
vehicle and trailer before setting off for some R & R.

And what better place to begin than the trailer’s exterior? “A Clean Start,” on
page 36, features all you need to know about the chore of beautifying — and pro-
tecting — your trailer’s skin, tires, wheels and the like. We’ve featured RV-specific
products, methods and tips that will help your RV get back that famed showroom
shine in no time.

“It’s in the Details” on page 39 continues the chore list, as we take a look at some
insider tricks of the trade to get the most out of your cleaning products — along
with some home-brewed remedies that will also work in your prized possession.

Our last RV chore is one that’s not often discussed: slideout maintenance. In
“Slideout Secrets,” beginning on page 43, we offer expert insight into properly
maintaining these often-taken-for-granted components that make life in a trailer
even more enjoyable.

So, the chores are here to stay. True, there are better ways to spend a Saturday
than with pruned fingers and a bottle of carpet cleaner. But if that’s what it takes to
keep us on the road, living the RV lifestyle, I’m sure we’ll all be happy to pick up a
broom and dustpan and get straight to work. Hey, it sure beats wrestling with a push
mower all afternoon. q

CHORES

DRIVER’S SEAT>

by Kristopher Bunker
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TRAVELING THE WEST
We own a small motorhome but subscribe
to both Trailer Life and MotorHome mag-
azines. We do this specifically for the trav-
el articles in both periodicals. The Febru-
ary issue of Trailer Life arrived in today’s
mail, and I have already devoured it. We
have been planning on heading west to
California via Arizona, then east again via
Colorado. Thanks to the latest issue, we
will stop in Saguaro National Park, the
Grand Canyon’s North Rim, the San An-
dreas Fault and Mesa Verde. We love the
way your travel articles offer valuable tips
for RVers on what to see, what to do and
suggestions on where to camp. We enjoy
your wonderful balance of travel informa-
tion, which I read first, as well as technical
expertise, which my husband reads first.
Thanks for doing a great job with both.

Regina and Lynn Hollis,
Louisville, Kentucky

SAGUARO OR FOUR PEAKS
As a lifetime desert dweller and lover of
the outdoors, your article on Saguaro Na-
tional Park (February 2011) was very good.
Having visited and hiked many of the
park’s areas, it is indeed a national treas-
ure. One problem is that the photo de-
picting the park is actually nearby Four
Peaks Wilderness Area. Thanks for the
great travel articles and the tech series.

Brett McGee, Vail, Arizona

     LETTERS >

        from our Readers

SNOOK’S NOOK

Thanks to the latest
issue, we will stop in

Saguaro National
Park, the Grand

Canyon’s North Rim,
the San Andreas

Fault and Mesa Verde.

VIRGINIA CITY
A great little story about Virginia City. My
wife and I visited there several times and
the townsfolk were always very nice and
helpful when asked a question. Wish I had
some of that silver today. We live in Sara-
sota, Florida, another jewel we call para-
dise on Earth. Visit this town if you haven’t
already. Great sugar sand beaches.

John & Joanne Cisler, Sarasota, Florida

SANTA MARIA ATTRACTIONS
Thank you for the San Andreas Fault arti-
cle in the February issue; however, with
the Plain being about three hours east of
us, the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of
Commerce isn’t the best resource to list for
information on the Carrizo Plain. That would

be best covered by the BLM’s Bakersfield
field office (661-391-6000, www.blm.gov/
ca/st/en/fo/bakersfield.html).

Gina Keough, Santa Maria, California

FUEL PRICES
With today’s economy, I can’t understand
the outrageous fuel prices. I don’t expect
to pay $1 or even $2 per gallon for gas or
diesel; however, here in California diesel is
pushing $4 per gallon and gas isn’t far be-
hind. A reasonable and truthful accounting
for the tremendous jump in prices must be
investigated. My husband and I are full-
time RVers and have met many others with
the same sentiments. We are being forced
to curtail our travels or give up this lifestyle. 

Sonja Martin, Ojai, California  q

Send a really big tow truck to Safari Campground. Fast would be good...

To contribute to this column, write to 
2575 Vista Del Mar, Ventura, CA 93001, 

or e-mail info@trailerlife.com.
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AROUND
THE BEND> 

THE RALLY 2011 IN REDMOND!

• • • • 

Edited by Marleen Canniff
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TOWING WITH COOL APPEAL
With a new engine, upgraded interior and other improvements, the 2011 Land Rover LR4 is 
hitting the road with style. The LR4 has plenty of power for trailering with a maximum tow rating
of 7,716 pounds, and its upgraded 375-hp, 5.0-liter V-8 engine along with its six-speed automatic
transmission, four-wheel drive and other impressive off-road abilities make it a good choice for
those who like a little adventure. The 2011 model also has upgraded Hill Start Assist, Gradient
Acceleration Control and an improved Terrain Response system with other new standard features
and options. msrp starts at $48,500.
For more information, call (800) 346-3493 or visit www.landroverusa.com.

FRENCH QUARTER FESTIVAL
With RV campgrounds in area parishes
from the bayou to uptown, New Orleans
is fixin’ to throw a celebration — the
largest free music festival in the South,
that is. The French Quarter Festival,
taking place from April 7-10, will feature
more than 275 hours of free music
across 18 stages throughout the historic
French Quarter. Festival-goers will find
plenty of local food specialties at the
more than 75 food and beverage booths,
while being entertained by more than

800 local musicians performing everything from traditional and contemporary jazz, to rhythm
and blues, New Orleans funk, Zydeco, brass bands, folk, opera and gospel. Be sure to check
out the French Quarter RV Resort to plan your stay (www.fqrv.com).
For more information about the festival, call (800) 673-5725 or visit www.fqfi.org.

AROUND
>THE BEND NEWSWIRE

PH
O

TO
 C

O
U

RT
ES

Y 
O

F 
FR

EN
CH

 Q
U

AR
TE

R 
FE

ST
IV

AL
S

IN
C.

TL1104 Around the Bend LO.qxp_Around the Bend  2/7/11  2:02 PM  Page 8

User Guide ContentsGo To:
.com

http://www.trailerlife.com/
http://www.landroverusa.com
http://www.fqrv.com
http://www.fqfi.org
http://www.trailerlife.com


011 9

INCOMPATIBLE 
UPGRADE
Frustrated that his new truck was suffering

damage from his year-old fifth-wheel, a

reader asked RV Action Line to intervene:

I purchased a Keystone Montana 3150RL

in May 2010, and I originally pulled it with

a 2004 Chevrolet 2500 HD. I then pur-

chased a 2011 Chevy 2500 HD and have

had problems ever since. When I make a

turn sharper than 45 degrees, the pin box

contacts the side of the truck’s roll-top

cover (as it did on the old truck). I told Key-

stone about the problem, and its repre-

sentatives had me contact Lippert, who

makes the pin box and frames.

Lippert said it manufactured the parts

to Keystone’s specs, so I was referred

back to Keystone. At Keystone’s request,

I talked to the dealer, and sent pictures of

the damage to Keystone.

I was finally advised that the truck or

the hitch may not be compatible (I have a

PullRite Super Glide Hitch). Apparently,

Keystone doesn’t recognize the problem,

so it can’t offer a resolve. Any solution to

my problem will help.

Bruce Whipple, Mason City, Iowa

Apparently, brand loyalty runs deep. So

deep, in fact, that Whipple encountered

compatibility problems with his tow vehi-

cle and trailer, and then bought the same

model tow vehicle (albeit newer), hoping

for different results.

The real problem here, however, is

that few dealerships (if any) will allow you

to test your trailer’s compatibility with a

potential new tow vehicle by installing a

fifth-wheel hitch, hitching up a trailer and

then making 90-degree turns. So, that’s

where a forum such as this becomes es-

pecially helpful. Knowing of Whipple’s

plight, potential buyers may want to steer

clear of such a combination — or at least

ask plenty of questions and for a written

guarantee that an exchange will be per-

mitted should damage occur. Keystone

replied with the following:

A review of your correspondence indicates

there were items that you found on our

fifth-wheel and your new truck that were

incompatible. We apologize that you are

unhappy with these components. At this

time, the Keystone units we manufacture

are intended to meet the needs of a ma-

jority of tow vehicles. When a vehicle man-

ufacturer makes a change to its product

that causes an issue for its use with your

unit, it is not a failure in the manufacturing

of or the products used in the manufactur-

ing of the fifth-wheel. Those types of fail-

ures are reviewed under Keystone’s war-

ranty procedures.

Considering the information above,

we regret we cannot participate in a mod-

ification to your carefully engineered unit.

Robyne Hakes,
Customer Relations Specialist,

Keystone RV Company

WHAT SNOW STORM?
All heated up at a dealership’s insistence

that his trailer had undergone damage

during inclement weather, a reader turned

to RV Action Line for assistance:

I purchased a new 2010 Everest fifth-wheel

from Olinger Travel Home Inc. in October

2009, at which time I also purchased a

seven-year full warranty. The trailer was

parked in my barn until March 22, 2010,

when we used it for the weekend. The next

use was on the rainy weekend of April 23.

During our stay, the landing gear failed and

would not lift the trailer, and the slide cover

on the large slideout did not shed water.

After our trip, I went to Olinger for re-

pairs. The service department called me

two days later and told me they had or-

dered the landing-gear parts, but the slide

topper was broken because there was a

snow load on it that stretched the canvas.

RV ACTION LINE >

EDITORIAL/BUSINESS OFFICE

ADVERTISING
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After exhausting all other resources without
success, please forward information 

(typewritten only) with copies of appropriate
bills and correspondence to RV Action Line,

2575 Vista Del Mar, Ventura, CA 93001. 
Please include a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope. No phone calls.

I explained that our trailer was a 2010
model, that there hadn’t been any snow
during the past winter and that the trailer
had been stored in a building. The rep said
she’d contact Keystone on my behalf.

I was asked to provide photos, which
I did, but I’ve been going back and forth
between the dealer and the manufacturer
since then. I’ve now come to a dead end.
Olinger says the slide topper isn’t broken,
and Keystone maintains the covers aren’t
supposed to shed water. Can you help?

Ken Arends, Gresham, Oregon

It seems pretty straightforward: No snow
means no snow damage. Also, Arends
stated he purchased a full warranty. Be-
lieving this was simply a case of wires not
crossing, we passed along a copy of his
complaint to Keystone and Olinger.

We heard back from Arends some
months later, who told us that Olinger
agreed to resolve the issue at its own ex-
pense. Arends also included a copy of the
correspondence from a Keystone rep, who

commended the dealership for taking care
of the issue, and apologized for expending
Arends’ time, energy and funds. She also
informed him that Keystone plans to reim-
burse the dealer.  q

RV ACTION LINE

Send me a total of ____ copies of the 2011 RV Buyers Guide
for only $7.99 plus $2.00 shipping and handling per copy.

Total payment due: $__________
� Check or money order enclosed
��Charge my:   ��Visa   ��Mastercard   ��Discover 

CA residents please include 50¢ sales tax. Remit in U.S. funds only. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO: 2011 RV Buyers Guide, PO Box 421090, Palm coast, FL 32142

Account # ______________________________________ Exp. Date __________

Signature __________________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City ________________________________ State ______ Zip ______________

1-800-309-0311 • www.rvbg.com

Order Now & Save!
Completely Revised & Updated for 2011

More than 400 Listings

��
��

��
��
	


�

11

Only
$7.99

ly
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The largest collection of new RV models in
the marketplace–all in one handy volume

The largest collection of new RV models in
the marketplace–all in one handy volume
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ur 2-person 11’ Sea Eagle 330 inflatable
kayak makes adventure simple...Simple to
carry, simple to inflate, simple to paddle! 
The SE 330 packs in a small bag and goes
anywhere. Paddle wild rivers, remote ponds,
scenic lakes... even ocean surf! SE 330 weighs
just 26 lbs., holds up to 500 lbs. and comes
with 2 comfortable kayak seats, 2 paddles,
nylon carry bag, instructions and repair kit.

Dept T2041B 
19 N. Columbia St., 
Port Jeff., NY 11777

SAVE $50. - Spring Sale - Our SE 330 Deluxe
Kayak Package is normally $299. NOW THIS
PACKAGE IS ONLY $249! We are also offering
FREE SHIPPING, 6 Month Trial Guarantee & 
3 Year Warranty Against Manufacturing Defects!

�����
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Mon-Fri, 9-5 EST
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VViissiitt SeaEagle.com for more details

oorr CCaallll 1-800-748-8066

ADVENTURE
MADE SIMPLE

Join us on: Facebook.com/SeaEagleBoats
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Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. and its affi liates, Mayfi eld Village, OH. Optional Disappearing Deductibles is not 
available for all coverage selections, and is subject to policy terms.  10D00135 (07/10)

DISAPPEARING DEDUCTIBLES. You love having fun on the road. And what keeps that fun going is Progressive 

decreasing the deductible on your RV insurance 25% every year you are claim-free. Start making your deductible 

disappear. Call 1-800-PROGRESSIVE, go to progressive.com or call an independent agent.  

 likes to make less 
of his deductible.

 likes to make the most 
of his family’s free time.

PROGRESSIVE.COM

Progressive Insurance, go to www.trailerlife.com/info
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In the tiny town of Verdi, Nevada — on Interstate 80 between Truckee,

California, and Reno — I was lusting after fly-fishing equipment in Ca-

bela’s when I saw a sign touting Pyramid Lake beetles. I gave the sign

no heed since I had no idea where Pyramid Lake was, nor did I feel

that I needed to buy more flies, not with numerous fly boxes filled

with beribboned hooks that had gone entirely untouched that year. So I wandered

and perused and talked myself out of any unnecessary purchases, but then I saw a

snapshot of an enormous trout in the hands of a smiling man, and the salesman

told me that his fellow employee had recently caught the fish in Pyramid Lake. 

I soon learned that Pyramid Lake glimmered about an hour’s drive from the Verdi

triumvirate of Cabela’s, Boomtown Casino Resort and Reno/Boomtown KOA in

which I stood. The lake sits on the property of the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe and lies

within the Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation in Nevada. Anglers who want to fish for

Lahontan cutthroats do not need a state fishing license but must purchase a tribal

permit either at the lake or at various locations in the Reno area, including Cabela’s,

or on the tribe’s website, www.pyramidlake.us. I was not quite convinced that the

journey to Pyramid Lake was worth my efforts, but then the employee told me the

huge fish in the photo was not all that rare a catch. In fact, the lake is basically a

trophy lake: All cutthroats shorter than 17 inches must be released; only two fish

GETTING OLD
“FROM WHERE I PARKED MY RIG, I COULD SEE ONLY
ONE MAN-MADE STRUCTURE IN ANY DIRECTION,
AND I WAS ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE PROSPECT OF
TRYING MY LUCK IN A LAKE THAT WAS NEW TO ME.” 

THE OUTSIDER >

by Bruce Leonard Jr.
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between 17 and 20 inches can be kept

daily; no fish between 20 and 24 inches

can be kept; or anglers can keep one fish

between 17 and 20 inches and one fish

longer than 24. All bait is illegal, and

hooks must be barbless. It was a lot of

info to digest, but since the employee

told me that he has caught, while wading

in from shore, a fish every third cast on

average when the fish were biting, I was

soon pawing the Pyramid Lake beetles.

As I drove through Reno on my way

to the lake, however, I sensed that my

timing might be bad. Horrendous, in

fact. It was the Friday of Memorial Day

Weekend, and although I had been told

that the camping was freeform along the

shore (no developed campsites), I called

ahead to double check that my informa-

tion was accurate. The woman on the

phone said that I simply needed to pay

$9 a night to camp and $9 a day to fish,

then she told me that I should continue

driving through the oh-so-vast spaces

along Pyramid Highway (Nevada state

Route 445), through ranchland and open

range until I was certain that I had

missed a turn, then keep going. When I

finally saw the lake, she said, I would

likely gasp. She was right on all fronts.

Pyramid Lake is 27 miles long, from

four to 11 miles wide and has a surface

area of 117,400 acres, or 183 square

miles. Its maximum depth is 356 feet.

The view from the road was impressive,

and on my way to the recommended

spot — to the left of the outhouse at

Windless Bay — I saw dozens of RVs

camped along the shoreline. I stopped

in the combination store-restaurant-

tackle shop and was summarily in-

formed that my beetles were not the

ticket, so I purchased a few more color-

ful hooks, then crimped the barbs. 

Maneuvering my rig past the 22 RVs

of every possible make (driven or towed

by owners of every economic class, it ap-

peared), I carefully avoided the rocks and

potholes, then managed to settle my

Xplorer into a level section of sandy dirt

80 yards beyond the arc of the other rigs.

The wind was blowing fiercely, white

caps dappled the lake’s surface and dark

clouds threatened the torrents that had

been following me. From where I parked

my rig, I could see only one man-made

structure in any direction, and I was en-

thusiastic about the prospect of trying

my luck in a lake that was new to me. 

I pulled on my waders, then delivered

my fly line again and again into the chop.

I waded in up to my waist, trying to get

my line out to the bank that I was told the

fish feed at. On the way to my campsite, I

had thought the guy standing on a ladder

in the lake a bit odd, but I quickly under-

stood the method to his madness. I ran

through my various beetles and whatev-

er the colorful hooks I’d purchased in the

shop were called without a single bite,

then packed it in when I could no longer

feel my toes. Or fingers. Or legs. 

I settled in my RV with a good book,

and then the onslaught began. D-Day

delivered fewer people to a beach.

Souped-up pickups disgorging tenters

were followed by minivans towing pop-

ups; Hondas filled like clown-cars with

astounding numbers of occupants ac-

companied panel trucks equipped with

nothing but pulsing bass speakers. Peo-

ple who were allergic to normal speech

volume soon surrounded me, and the

beer and booze stacked in the sand

could have sustained a fraternity row for

a semester. I put in earplugs and tried to

come up with a mantra that would get

me through the night. 

“When is everyone getting here?” I

heard one neighbor slur. At 11:30, some-

thing bumped my Class B, then I heard

whispered voices inches from my ear.

The side of my rig had become Inspira-

tion Point. “Somewhere else,” I said,

though I said nothing to the motorbike

that passed by at 3:30 a.m.

As I prepared my spinning reel the

next morning, I listened to a conversa-

tion about using shivs in prison, then

failed to entice the cutthroats for anoth-

er hour and a half. Of course, this failure

may have had something to do with the

fact that as I stepped into the water, a

guy buzzed the shore on a jet-ski — with

his pants down. q

Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, (888) 225-

2668, www.pyramidlake.us.

Pyramid Lake Fisheries, (775) 476-

0500, www.pyramidlakefisheries.org.

THE OUTSIDER
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Camping World, go to www.trailerlife.com/info
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NATURE’S 
HEALTH CLUB

EXPLORING OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
HIKING, BIKING AND WATER SPORTS IN

NEW YORK’S FINGER LAKES REGION

H illsides of plump purple grapes vie with eye-popping

scenery for my attention, as I meander through the

Finger Lakes region of central New York. I’m not in

search of the next winery but rather opportunities to

experience the outdoors and other attractions.  

The area has a well-deserved reputation for its wines. Its five of-

ficial wine trails and more than 100 wineries, most open to the public

for sales and sampling, attract legions of visitors every year. Perhaps

less known is its reputation as Nature’s Health Club, an apt moniker

as it’s a prime area for outdoor recreation from biking, hiking and

birding to water sports — no surprise given that the region has 11

glacier-carved lakes and a number of state parks and natural areas.

Heading down the winding road 
to pedal around Honeoye Lake.

PHOTOS BY LISA HALVORSEN
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With only a few days to explore, I
had to make a choice: wineries or out-
door activities? A little of both ended up
being the perfect mix. I based myself near
Canandaigua Lake in Ontario County,
home to five finger lakes and a number
of RV campgrounds, including the relax-
ing Bristol Woodlands Campground (585-
229-2290, www.bristolwoodlands.com)
in Bristol Center and the excellent
Canandaigua/Rochester KOA (585-
398-3582, www.koa.com/campgrounds/
canandaigua) in Farmington.

It also may explain why, on my first
day in the area, I find myself — instead
of sipping wine — circling Honeoye Lake
by bike, beads of sweat forming on my
brow as I pump my legs hard to reach
the crest of the next hill. The downhill
coast affords teasing glimpses of the
bucolic, deep blue lake. The 20-mile
ride, one of many popular bike treks in
the region, is considered easy. I find it
challenging, probably because it’s been
years since I last rode a bike.

Later, as I wait at Steamboat Landing

in Canandaigua to board the
Canandaigua Lady, I watch sailboats
and motorized craft — as well as peo-
ple-powered water bikes and jet skis —
whiz by. Less than a century ago it was
steamships that traversed this lake.
During the steamboat era, which lasted
from the early 19th through early 20th
century, as many as 19 steam-powered
paddle wheelers plied the waters of the
16-mile long lake, transporting both
passengers and freight. 

Today The Lady, a replica Mississippi-
style paddlewheel, recreates that fasci-
nating period of history with narrated
cruises telling passengers about the
people and places of Canandaigua
Lake, including the tiny, colorful boat-
houses. Packed side by side like sar-
dines on mini-piers off the main City
Pier, many of these architectural curiosi-
ties were built on the lake more than 150
years ago and have been passed down
from one generation to the next.

Wandering through the New York
Wine and Culinary Institute, which
opened on Canandaigua’s lakeshore in
2006, I learn about the state and re-
gion’s agriculture — including its winer-
ies — from a series of well-illustrated
exhibits. In a nearby kitchen, a handful
of eager amateur cooks listen intently
as the instructor gives step-by-step in-
structions on how to prepare the main
course before signaling the class to

start. I head to the educational theater
to observe a renowned Food Network
chef demonstrate how to make chilled
pea soup and pasta with a beet and goat
cheese sauce.

Visitors can try wines and seasonal
dishes prepared with locally produced
foods at Taste of New York Restaurant.
The on-site restaurant and lounge also
features a rotating selection of beers
from New York’s 60 microbreweries.

The Finger Lakes Wine Center, locat-
ed on the grounds of the Sonnenberg
Gardens and Mansion Historical Park,
also in Canandaigua, provides another
introduction to the wine trails and
wineries. My reason, however, for stop-
ping is to tour the 40-room 1887 Queen
Anne-style mansion and nine theme
gardens including the Japanese garden
and moonlight garden with its fragrant
white and silver flowers.

Sonnenberg, German for “sunny
hill,” is the former summer cottage of
New York City bank financier Frederick
Ferris Thompson and his wife, Mary
Clark Thompson. It was Mary who de-
signed the gardens, based on observa-
tions and ideas from her numerous trips
to Asia and Europe. The Conservatory
complex, one of the few remaining Lord
& Burnham conservatories in the coun-
try, was built between 1903 and 1915
and includes greenhouses filled with or-
chids, cacti and other tropical plants. 

Left: A hybrid of bicycling and boating,
waterbiking is an increasingly popular
activity in the Finger Lakes region. 
Right: Atop a sun-bathed hill sits the
Sonnenberg Gardens and Mansion State
Historic Park, where visitors can explore
the 40-room Queen Anne-style mansion,
landscaped lawns and theme gardens.
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The rhythmic clip-clop, clip-clop of
horses fills the air as I tour the grounds
of Granger Homestead and Carriage Mu-
seum, another popular Canandaigua at-
traction, by horse and carriage. The
elegant three-story Federal-style house
was the retirement home of Gideon
Granger, the U.S. Postmaster General
under Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison. Two barns on the 10-acre
property are chockablock with vehicles,
more than 90 in total, including hand-
pulled fire wagons, a horse-drawn
hearse and other 19th and early 20th-
century carriages. One section show-
cases the original farm equipment used
by the Granger family. 

The drive south to Naples takes me
through farmland, past grape stands
selling the local harvest and jams, jellies
and other grape products. State Route
364 follows Canandaigua Lake’s east-
ern shore before connecting with state
Route 245 at Middlesex. Although this
route is longer than the more direct
state Route 21 to Naples, from
Canandaigua through Bristol Springs,
that narrow road twists and dips in
places like a rollercoaster ride, making it
less suitable for RV travel.

The purple fire hydrants are the first
sign that I am entering Naples, a story-
book village famous for its grape pie and
annual grape festival in late September.
Artizanns on Main Street offers original

artwork and crafts by close to 200 Finger
Lakes’ artisans. On weekends a rotating
slate of artists, photographers and musi-
cians demonstrate their craft on the
front porch through its Artists in Action
program.

Ontario County has several good
hiking trails including the Ontario Path-
ways Trail, which was once the
Canandaigua Corning Railroad Line. The
Canandaigua to Stanley leg stretches 11
miles along the old railroad bed before
continuing north to Phelps on a grassy
track for nearly nine miles.

I choose an easier walk at the Cum-
ming Nature Center in Naples, a 900-
acre environmental education center.
The dense forest is filled with warbler
song and squirrel chatter as I make my
way along the Helen Gordon Trail. 

I also go bird-watching at the Mary
Frances Bluebird Haven in Victor,
northwest of Canandaigua. The trip to
Victor takes me north from Naples on
state Route 2 through Bristol Springs,
where I stop for a wine tasting at Arbor
Hill Grapery.

The land for the bluebird sanctuary
once belonged to Robert and Mary
Frances Butler. Robert donated the prop-
erty to the town in 1996 in memory of his
wife, who loved to watch the bluebirds
swoop through the meadows. I also walk
the trails at the nearby Ganondagan His-
toric Site. Its full-size replica of a 17th- N
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Eleventh AnnualEleventh Annual
Friends ofFriends of

Tri-Valley DrawingTri-Valley Drawing

June 24, 2011June 24, 2011

Enter Today!Enter Today!

Prize package includes:
2011 Canyon Trail By Gulf 

Stream
29’ FRBW 5th wheel trailer, 

www.wheelenrv.com
B&W Hitch,

www.turnoverball.com
2011 Chevrolet Silverado 

2500HD Crew Cab

Friends of Tri-Valley Foundation 

raises funds to build homes for the

developmental disabled. 

 New this year enter and 
pay online @ www.tvds.org

$100 donation
Winner need not be present.

 Name___________________

 Address_________________

 City/St./Zip______________

 _______________________

 e-mail:_________________

 Phone:_________________

 Amt.___________________

Send entries to: TVDS

PO Box 518, Chanute, Ks 

66720

Maximum entries accepted:  3,000

For info. or to enter by phone
620-431-7401

TVDS is a 501 (c) (3) non profit fi
charitable organization offering persons

with debelopmental disabilities 
opportunities to achieve the quality of 

life they seek.

Void where prohibited by law. Submission indicates acceptance of the

official rules available on-line at  www.tvds.org or by request- send fi

SASE. Must be 18 to enter. No purchase necessary. All transactions take

place in the T.V.D.S. administration offi ce located in Chanute, Ks.fi

CabCab

All Major Credit Cards Accepted.
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was widely believed that a soak in the
sulphur springs would cure all ailments.

Although there’s no scientific proof
that the treatment works, the soak is
quite relaxing, as is my stroll afterward
through the Clifton Springs Sanitarium
Historic District. Visitors here can view
the original sulphur springs, the 19th-
century Clifton Springs Sanitarium and
Foster Cottage, where the founder of the
cure lived. Many of the stores on the Fos-
ter Block have original tin ceilings and
other architecturally interesting features.

It’s no surprise that a long weekend
isn’t nearly enough time to see every-
thing. So before I even left the area, I
had already made plans to return again
to sample more of what Nature’s Health
Club has to offer.  q

Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance, (800)
536-7488, www.fingerlakes.org.
Finger Lakes Visitors Connection,
(877) 386-4669,
www.visitfingerlakes.com.

century Seneca bark longhouse shows
visitors how the Seneca tribe, one of the
six nations in the Iroquois Confederacy,
lived 300 years ago.

Geneva, a straight shot east from
Canandaigua along U.S. Routes 5 and
20, is located on the northernmost end
of Seneca Lake, the largest finger lake.
Its streets are easy to negotiate by bicy-
cle, and it’s also a good starting point
for a bike ride — or drive — around
Seneca Lake. The town has a lot of inter-
esting historic architecture including
Belhurst Castle, now a restaurant and
accommodations; and Rose Hill Man-
sion, an 1839 Greek Revival home that
was once the centerpiece of a working
farm. 

I end my journey in Clifton Springs to
take “the waters” (mineral baths) at The
Springs Integrative Medicine Center and
Spa at Clifton Springs Hospital. In the
1800s the wealthy traveled to this small
community for the Clifton Springs Water
Cure developed by Dr. Henry Foster. It

NATURE’S HEALTH CLUB
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WHO’S YOUR 
PADRE? 
BALMY TEXAS BREEZES AND
GREAT FISHING BRING OUT THE
BEST IN FAMILIES
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FISHING
Think about it: Thousands of pelicans can’t be wrong. The wa-
ters around SPI are a rich mix of bay, surf, estuary and blue-
water habitats. Add to this the artificial reefs from oil rigs and
popular diving wrecks like the Texas Clipper, and you’ve got a
recipe for some serious fishing grounds.

The prevalence of SPI state fishing records is no surprise
to local guides. Big-time talent from around the nation drop in
for competitions like the Texas International Fishing Tourna-
ment held each August. South Padre Island KOA hosted the
World’s Largest Surf Fishing Tournament in 2008, when 466
participants fished their way into the Guinness Book of World
Records. 

The crisp blue water is much more accessible here than
many places, simply because the marinas are so much closer
to the Brazos Santiago Pass. Charters will quickly get you out
to a good fishing ground where you can toy with kingfish,
wahoo, bonito and Spanish mackerel. Farther out, plumb for
blue, white and striped marlin. There’s also blackfin, yellowfin
and bluefin tuna to extend your game.

If you’re without a boat, you can head to the north or south
jetties, or fish from one of several piers. Some of the piers are
especially convenient for night fishing, with plenty of light to
draw the fish in.

To top off all your fishing options, many local sport-fishing
charters have licenses and papers for Mexico, so when U.S.
fisheries are closed, you can still fish Mexico. Not too many
other states have that border benefit.

GO FLY A KITE
If it’s not windy, it must not be South Padre Island. Kites
sprout like colorful and exotic beanstalks here. There’s
enough wind for not one, but several annual kite events. In
February, the Kite Fest features giant sculpture kites, high
fliers and sky ballets. The November Kite Festival and Compe-
tition shows off what everyone’s been working on over the
summer. 

Kites have grown up a bit, so you may want to take lessons
from B & S Kites, (956-761-1248). If you’re really into it, you
can take a workshop on how to build a large delta kite. Also
check out Windchasers Kite Shop (956-761-7028).

DIVING
Dolphin watch excursions and snorkeling trips are a big deal in
SPI, and snorkeling lessons are available for newbies. Prime
dive spots near SPI include the Texas Clipper, sunk 17 miles off
the coast, Texas Underwater Park, and the Liberty Ship Reef
system (www.divesouthpadre.com).

FOR NATURE LOVERS 
South Padre still has plenty of room for nature and several op-
portunities to get close to the natives. The South Padre Island
Birding and Nature Center, located by the SPI Convention Cen-
tre and adjacent to the existing Laguna Madre Nature Trail.
Close by is Wyland Whaling Wall #53, one of a hundred such
murals around the world. 

Top to bottom:
Early birds get the
fish. Big kites are
crowd pleasers.
Isla Blanca County
Park has a lovely
and convenient 
marina. Surrounded
by water, SPI is a
fine place for water
sports or relaxing
on the beach.
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See sea turtles feed and learn more
about the five species of turtles at Sea
Turtle Inc. This nonprofit rescue and ed-
ucation center is just south of the Con-
vention Centre and is open Tuesday
through Sunday from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.
(www.seaturtleinc.com).

Dolphins are the ambassadors of
South Padre; the Dolphin Research and
Sea Life Nature Center, located in Port
Isabel on the mainland, is a good place
to learn more before taking a dolphin
watch tour (www.spinaturecenter.com).

The Coastal Studies Laboratory, in
Isla Blanca County Park, features ma-
rine life exhibits and aquariums full of
local fish. It’s open Sunday through Fri-
day from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The pop-
ular Isla Blanca County Park also has a
mile of beach, a fishing jetty, camping,
picnic, playground and marina ameni-
ties (956-761-5493).

Great weather means South Padre is
host to year-round special events. After
the spring-break revelers return to the
books this month, the island gets
spruced up with a Beach Clean Up to get
ready for the Texas State Surfing Cham-
pionship, sometime between April 30
and May 1, depending on the weather. If
you tow an SURV and have brought
along your motorcycles, come for the
Beach ’N Biker Fest April 15-17.

Tip of the Island: The Wave is an is-
land-friendly, free way to get around,
just wave them down. The shuttle bus
runs along the business district and also
crosses the causeway to Port Isabel. 

SPI is a diverse destination, with
plenty of attractions and activities to
keep visitors busy year-round.  q

NEARBY CAMPGROUNDS
South Padre Island KOA, (800) 562-9724,
www.koa.com/campgrounds/south-padre.
Isla Blanca County Park, (956) 761-5494,
www.co.cameron.tx.us/parks/isla_
blanca.htm.
Andy Bowie County Park, (956) 761-3704,
www.co.cameron.tx.us/parks/andy_
bowie.htm.

For more information about activi-
ties on SPI — along with finding great
places to eat on the island — visit our
Web Exclusives at www.trailerlife.com.
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Demand to be equipped with the  
Propane Fueled Aqua-Hot 375LP.

Want to put Aqua-Hot  
Comfort Zones™ On Board? 

It’s a matter of comfort
(800) 685-4298 or (303) 659-8221     www.aqua-hot.com

Your shower heats up faster than  
you can read this headline.
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Follow one family on an amazing 10-day, 2,200 mile, vacation of a lifetime 
across Idaho. To plan your own adventure vacation, order a free RV Park 

and Campground Directory at visitidaho.org or call 1.800.visit.id.

Scan the QR code 

below to view trailer

It’s amazing what an entire STATE can do for a guy.
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Get the free mobile app for your phone

http:/ /gettag.mobi

NEW 
GETAWAYS EACH MONTH!
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To paraphrase a famous

saying, life is what hap-

pens to us while we’re

busy making plans. Well,

“life” certainly happened to us — my

nephew Richard and me — during our

recent trip through Colorado, Utah, New

Mexico and Arizona.

The way I look at it, anyone can tow

a trailer and go camping in summer, but

I like the road less traveled and destina-

tions less crowded, when the air is crisp

and the snow sometimes still covers the

mountains like a fresh coating of al-

abaster. Our trip would have us visit the

Four Corners area and head east from

there to Taos, New Mexico, before head-

ing south to Santa Fe, Albuquerque and

west back to Southern California.

The Honda Ridgeline and Lance

1685 travel trailer might be considered

by some as a lightweight combination;

the Ridgeline has a tow rating of 5,000

pounds. I am in the “less is more” stage

TEST DRIVE ON THE
ROAD LESS TRAVELED

FOUR CORNERS WITH A HONDA RIDGELINE AND LANCE TRAILER

by Peter Starr
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of life, and this package promised a

great way to go for this trip.

I had driven the Ridgeline two years

prior, and its basic formula has barely

changed since then. Its 250-hp 3.5-liter

V-6, complete with VTEC, is a great

power source, if a little lacking in the

low-end torque department for towing.

The EPA estimate of 20 mpg promised

reasonable, if not stellar gas mileage.

Ergonomically this Honda works

well, too, with a very comfortable elec-

tronically adjustable driver’s seat and

plenty of storage space for handling the

more-often-than-not cockpit clutter. 

The Ridgeline drives like a sophisti-

cated SUV with the bed-storage capabil-

ity of a pickup.

I have always enjoyed slideouts in

small trailers. They provide the space you

need while camping but reduce the size

and wind resistance while towing. 

Lance has done a great job to this

end. The 1685 is relatively lightweight at
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3,400 pounds, yet with sleeping posi-
tions for up to five, and all at a very at-
tractive price. With a full queen bed
and a dinette that drops down into an-
other queen bed and bunk bed for the
kids, accommodations are commodious
enough for most small families. I partic-
ularly liked the standard electric
awning, TV with built-in DVD player and
the high level of fit-and-finish.

We equipped the Ridgeline with a
trailer-brake controller and weight-dis-
tribution spring bars before hitching up
the Lance, and then we hit the road. Al-
though the Lance’s empty wet weight
was well within the Ridgeline’s tow rat-
ing, users should be aware of the truck’s
tow rating relative to the trailer’s overall
weight potential. If the trailer is loaded

right up to its 5,400-pound gross vehicle
weight rating (gvwr) the Ridgeline is
then technically overloaded by 400
pounds. With this truck and trailer duo,
users will need to deduct that 400
pounds from the trailer's 1,610-pound
payload capacity to help avoid an over-
loaded situation. The weight of passen-
gers and cargo in the tow vehicle also
figure in the equation, but that’s stan-
dard for any towing setup.

After some uneventful miles while
driving into Nevada, we spent a day in
Las Vegas acclimating to the rig, before
heading across the much less-populated
desert of northern Arizona, which be-
came the first real test of the Honda/
Lance combination.

My initial impression of the towing
package was very positive. The Honda
handled the weight and “windage” very
well, and the Lance looked and seemed
every bit a natural part of the package.
After refueling in St. George, Utah, we
headed to Zion National Park, a place I
had wanted to see for a long time. Unfor-
tunately, I was to be disappointed, as
unexpected and torrential rain had
washed away the road in the park and
the ranger advised against taking a trail-
er through the park without an escort.
So, tail between our legs, we headed
back to Hurricane, Utah, topped off the
gas tank and spirited down Highway 59
and into northern Arizona to join up with

Highway 89 at Kanab. Our goal that
night was to make it all the way to
Cortez in Colorado, a distance of 492
miles. A lot of driving, but I was anxious
to maintain our schedule.

The drive through Arizona, back into
Utah (at Kanab), and then Arizona again
(at Page) was uneventful. From Page, we
took Highway 98 across the Navajo Indi-
an Reservation, and that is where our
road trip changed. Richard was driving
and I was reading when we spotted a lit-
tle dog on the side of the road, and de-
cided to pick it up. The small, black
puppy was little more than skin and
bones. In minutes Richard picked it up
and made a bed out of a cardboard box
for it in the cab of the Ridgeline. It must
have felt very safe, not to mention
warm, because it immediately fell
asleep and did not wake up until we
stopped for the night in Cortez.

There we hit the local market, where
we bought a doggy bed, puppy food,
dog shampoo, wormer, etc., and began
the role of dog rescuer. Our first order of
business was to introduce the dog to
the new experience of bathing. It actual-
ly went easier than expected. He wolfed
down some dinner and then promptly
fell asleep.

The next day we left the trailer in the
campground and spent the day in Mesa
Verde National Park. The area outside
the park is teeming with top-notch
campgrounds, including A & A Mesa
Verde RV Park & Campground (800-972-
6620, www.mesaverdecamping.com),
Mesa Verde RV Resort (800-776-7421,
www.mesaverdervresort.com) as well
as Sundance RV Park (800-880-9413,
www.sundancervpark.com). The Mesa
Verde wilderness area is a melting pot of
remote nature — we saw a rare northern
pygmy owl in close quarters — and an-
cient history, the amazing living quar-
ters of the Pueblo Indians at Spruce Tree
House. The blue skies and cold air made
the spectacular vistas of the Mancos
Valley and the snow-covered San Juan
Mountains even more crisp and alive.

The drive to Durango, the pivotal
destination of our planned trip, got us
into our first experience of driving the
lash-up over snow and ice. We set up
camp at the Westerly RV Park (970-247-
1275, www.westerlyrvpark.com), owned

The spacious interior of the Lance 
features a queen bed up front, a large
dinette that converts to a sleeping 
position and a user-friendly galley.
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by Jeff and Eugenie Schlittgen, across
from Trimble Spa and Natural Hot
Springs, about five miles north of Duran-

go. A light snowfall was fresh, but
nothing compared to what was to
come. The RV park is close to the
Durango and Silverton Narrow
Gauge Railroad route, a perfect lo-
cation for our base camp. Gallup
KOA (505-722-2333, www.koa.com/
campgrounds/gallup) is also near.

Trimble Spa and Natural Hot
Springs, where the likes of Clark

Gable and Marilyn Monroe had bathed
in the 107˚ F mineral springs, beckoned,
so with the backdrop of 10 inches of
snow, I enjoyed every minute.

Durango is a wonderful small-town
experience full of down-to-earth people
and plenty of things to do. The focal
point of most tourists is the steam train
that runs year-round, though in winter
months it does not go all the way to Sil-
verton but only to Cascade Canyon, a
five-hour round trip. This wilderness
destination is a great setting for photo
opportunities or a walk along the Ani-
mas River, but bring snowshoes during
the snowy season. 

The train trip is hard to describe
without resorting to usually unbearable
clichés. The views are stunning as the
train chuffs its way along the narrow
tracks on the edge of 400-foot drops
down to the Animas River. The snow en-
hanced the wilderness experience and
gave some insight to the hardships en-
dured by the original miners of Silverton
in the early 1900s.

Other recommended places to spend

time in Durango are Steamworks Brew-
ing Company, a brew pub with outstand-
ing beers and excellent food, and the
Cyprus Café, where natural food from
local sustainable farms is a memorable
culinary treat with a friendly presenta-
tion. With five days of feeding and
grooming, the puppy was now looking
decidedly healthy and, with the help of
some friends, we found him a new home.

The exceptional hospitality of all the
people we came across in Durango made
this trip particularly memorable, and the
days in Durango went by all too quickly.
However, with very heavy snowfalls and
fast-falling temperatures that added to
the already dangerously icy road condi-
tions, we had to make more executive
decisions regarding the travel plans.

With even worse weather on its way,
we decided that the road to Taos and
Santa Fe was simply too risky to take
with our trailer, and so we set out south
to Farmington, New Mexico, and Gallup
in the hope of warmer weather at lower
latitudes. Were we wrong! After leaving
Shiprock and heading south on Highway
491, as day quickly turned into night, we
encountered a road of packed ice and
temperatures 30° below freezing — not
counting the wind-chill factor. The
Honda handled everything in stride,
confidentially pulling the Lance through
it all and to the overnight stop in Gallup.
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RIDGELINE RTL
ENGINE: 3.5-liter V-6
HP: 250 @ 5,700 rpm
TORQUE: 247 lb-ft @ 4,300 rpm
TRANSMISSION: 5-speed automatic
AXLE RATIO: 4.53:1
FUEL CAP: 20 gal
TIRES: P245/60R18
SUSPENSION, F/R: MacPherson strut/
multi-link with trailing arms
BRAKES: Four-wheel disc
TOW RATING: 5,000 lb
GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT RATING: 6,050 lb
GROSS COMBINATION WEIGHT RATING:
10,085 lb
WEIGHT AS TESTED: 4,504 lb
LENGTH: 17' 3"
WHEELBASE: 122"
MSRP, AS TESTED: $37,610
BASIC WARRANTY: 3 yr/36,000 mi

LANCE 1685
EXT LENGTH: 20' 9"
EXT WIDTH: 8'
EXT HEIGHT: 8' 11"
INT WIDTH: 7' 8"
INT HEIGHT: 6' 6"
CONSTRUCTION: Laminated fiberglass, 
coated aluminum and rigid foam
FRESHWATER CAP: 30 gal
BLACK-/GRAY-WATER CAP: 30 gal/30 gal
LP-GAS CAP: 10 gal
WATER-HEATER CAP: 6 gal
REFRIGERATOR: 6 cu ft
FURNACE: 20,000 BTU
AIR CONDITIONER: 7,000 or 11,500 BTU
CONVERTER: 30 amp
TIRES: ST215/75R14
SUSPENSION: Torsion bar
WEIGHT: (freshwater, water heater, LP-gas
full; no cargo) 3,450 lb
HITCH WEIGHT: 346 lb
AXLE WEIGHT: 3,104 lb
GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT RATING: 5,400 lb 
GROSS AXLE WEIGHT RATING (2): 2,900 lb ea
CARGO CARRYING CAPACITY: 1,610 lb
MSRP, BASE: $19,611
MSRP, AS TESTED: $24,603
BASIC WARRANTY: 1 yr
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The Honda/Lance combo performed 
admirably while up against the elements.
An optional slide-out storage tray ($138)
is offered on the Lance to help you
organize and access your cargo. 

Honda LO.qxp_Lance/Honda  2/7/11  2:25 PM  Page 30

User Guide ContentsGo To:
.com

http://www.trailerlife.com/
http://www.koa.com/
http://www.trailerlife.com


Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. Boat and PWC coverages are written through non-affi liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not
available in all states or all GEICO companies. Government Employees Insurance Co. • GEICO General Insurance Co. • GEICO Indemnity Co. • GEICO Casualty Co. These companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO: Washington, DC 20076. © 2011 GEICO

Geico, go to www.trailerlife.com/info
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Here, I wished for one accessory that we
could have used—an electric heater for
the Lance. That night was so cold we ran
out of LP-gas for the furnace. 

We headed out the following morn-
ing along I-40 toward Flagstaff, expect-
ing miserable and perhaps dangerous
driving conditions, but we were pre-
pared. A quick stop at the Petrified For-
est National Park Ranger Station re-
vealed the park drive was closed due to
ice, and so we drove to lower elevations
to get to warmer climes in Sedona. A
campground is at Lo Lo Mai Springs
(928-634-4700, www.lolomai.com) that
borders Oak Creek. There, we spent two
days recovering from the cold and enjoy-
ing the wonderful scenery and the mysti-
cal ambiance unique to the Sedona area.
Rancho Sedona RV Park (800-641-4261,
www.ranchosedona.com), also along
Oak Creek, is yet another fantastic
camping option.

In the almost 3,000 miles of driving
in these trying weather conditions, I was

TEST DRIVE ON THE 
ROAD LESS TRAVELED

Call Now!  
866-276-7965

LIMITED TIME OFFER

CHOICE and above. New customers 
only. Available to existing customers at 

additional charge. While supplies last. S/H 
fees apply. Courtesy of Direct Sat TV.

CHANNELS
285+$2999

/MO.

FAMILY™ PACKAGE

Packages 
Starting at

DIRECTV Offers
Access to

Locals Included†

PROMO CODE:
RV KIT

Offers ends 07/20/11. Credit card required (except in MA & PA). New approved customers only. Lease agreement required.**Hardware available separately. Lease fee $5.00/mo. 
for second and each additional receiver. Handling & Delivery fee may apply. Applicable use tax adjustment may apply on the retail value of the installation.

^RV SATELLITE KIT OFFER: Offer valid with new residential home DIRECTV service activation and purchase of CHOICE programming or above.  Includes satellite dish, travel tripod and 50’ of 
coaxial cable. RV Kit available to existing for a charge. HD dish will incur additional fees. Tripod for HD dish not available. Programming and pricing may vary for service in your RV. For service in 
RV, customer will receive NY Distant Network Signal, based on geographical location. LA Distant Network is available upon request and requires special hardware, which will incur additional fees. 
DNS waiver required. **2-YR. LEASE AGREEMENT: EARLY CANCELLATION WILL RESULT IN A FEE OF $20/MONTH FOR EACH REMAINING MONTH. Must maintain 24 consecutive months of your 
DIRECTV programming package. No lease fee for only 1 receiver. Lease fee for fi rst 2 receivers $6/mo.; additional receiver leases $6/mo. each. NON-ACTIVATION CHARGE OF $150 PER RECEIVER MAY 
APPLY. ALL EQUIPMENT IS LEASED AND MUST BE RETURNED TO DIRECTV UPON CANCELLATION, OR UNRETURNED EQUIPMENT FEES APPLY. VISIT directv.com OR CALL 1-800-DIRECTV FOR DETAILS. 
INSTALLATION: Standard professional installation only. Custom installation extra. †Eligibility for local channels based on service address. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to 
change at any time. Pricing residential. Taxes not included. Receipt of DIRECTV programming subject to DIRECTV Customer Agreement; copy provided at directv.com/legal and in fi rst bill. DIRECTV 
and the Cyclone Design logo are trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc. All other trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners.
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19 N. Columbia St., Suite #1, Port Jefferson, NY 11777

Our Sea Eagle FoldCat 375fc Inflatable Fishing Boat sets up easily in just 5 minutes.
It is easy to carry, easy to fish and easy on your budget.
It features great standing stability, rod-holders, ample fishing space, 
full fabric floor, snap on & off swivel seats, 2 oars, 2 oarlocks,
motormount and carry bag. Best of all, it costs 
a fraction of other high cost fishing boats!
Just 1 of 20 great Sea Eagle inflatable boats! 
See more at 
www.SeaEagle.comwww.SeaEagle.com
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Sea Eagle FoldCat 375fc
Inflatable Fishing Boat
• 5 Minute Set Up 
• Light & Easy To Carry
• Fully Rigged 
• Fits in your 

Car, SUV or RV
• Low Cost
• High Quality

See all our boats at
SeaEagle.com

• Made with high strength, low weight 
1000 denier polyester polymer fabric

• Holds 1 or 2 Adults  • 75 lb. hull • 12’ 4”  x 4’ 6”
• 4 Carry Handles • Takes 3 HP Motor

• Unique Patented Folding Frame Design 

Rated 9.7 on 
1 to 10 scale by
North American

Fishing Club
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comforted by the confidence I felt and
the safety afforded by the Honda during
the day and assured with the warm,
cabin-like ambiance and lots of storage
of the Lance 1685 while camped. The
only disappointment of the entire 10-
day trip was the less than stellar
mileage, which averaged 10.1 mpg while
towing, but that’s about par when tow-
ing a full-profile trailer. 

Overall, I’d recommend the Lance and
Ridgeline combo for its ease of towing,
comfort, thoughtful amenities and ability
to withstand the extreme weather condi-
tions on this early-spring adventure.  q

American Honda Motor Company,
www.honda.com
Durango Area Tourism Office, (800)
525-8855, www.durango.org.
Lance Campers, (661) 949-33221,
www.lancecamper.com.
Trimble Spa and Natural Hot Springs,
(877) 811-7111, 
www.trimblehotsprings.com.

Precious Cargo, 
Critical Situations,
Why Skimp on the Hitch?

B&W Companion
It’s why you chose the

Ever use your truck 
when you’re not 
towing? Of course you do.

ww moc.llabrevonrut.ww
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For all your RVing needs, visit the best-of-the-best...your nearest RV Business
magazine Top 50 Dealer. These dealers represent the RV industry’s elite, 
receiving the highest possible honor for their professionalism, overall business
operations and, of course, customer service. For new or used RVs, service and
repair, financing or storage, these dealers can be trusted. And as the official 
voice of the RV market, RV Business magazine knows its dealers. 

ARIZONA:

CALIFORNIA:

CANADA:

COLORADO:

DELAWARE:

FLORIDA:

ILLINOIS:

INDIANA:

MARYLAND:

MICHIGAN:

MINNESOTA:

MISSISSIPPI:

MISSOURI:

NEW HAMPSHIRE:

WHEN ONLY THE

RV Business and the 

TL1104 RVB Top 50 Ad LO.qxp_Full-/Spread Ads  2/7/11  3:08 PM  Page 34

User Guide ContentsGo To:
.com

http://www.trailerlife.com/


Blue Ribbon Award Winner

Dave Altman Award Winner

NEW JERSEY:

NEW MEXICO:

NEW YORK:

NORTH CAROLINA:

NORTH DAKOTA:

OREGON:

TENNESSEE:

TEXAS:

VIRGINIA:

WASHINGTON:

WISCONSIN:

’10

BEST WILL DO

RVB Top 50, go to www.trailerlife.com/info
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THE WHEEL DEAL
As you know, cleaning
your RV thoroughly can
be a time-consuming
process, so you’ll want
to create an efficient
workflow to prevent re-
peating any steps. Start
with the wheels and tires
first, because you don’t
want any of the strong
cleaning agents and re-
sulting grime to spatter
onto the painted/gel-
coated surface and be

left there. Apply a good tire and wheel cleaner such as Eagle
One’s All Wheel and Tire Cleaner or Protect All’s new RV Wheel
and Tire Cleaner to one wheel/tire at a time, gently agitate the
surface with a wheel cleaning brush, then hose off. And by the
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There it sits. An imposing figure of fiber-
glass, plastic, rubber and steel. It loafs
in the driveway, staring back at you ex-
pectantly, daring you to tackle its broad
flat panels, filthy roof and abundance of

windows. Some call it an RV … but right now, you call it a
chore. And the very thought of cleaning it makes you want to
go back inside and watch reruns of “Iron Chef America.”

Come on, now; you’re better than that. All you need is a
game plan, a little coaching and the right products to detail
your rig like a pro. To get you started, we talked to some of the
leading manufacturers of RV (and some non-RV) detailing
products to get their tips and suggestions, and harvested the
considerable experience of the TL staff as well. Since you prob-
ably already know how to wash and care for your tow rig, we’re
going to devote most (okay, all) of the attention to your trailer.
Remember that most of the companies we mention here offer
a complete line of RV care products, so be sure to check their
websites for more information, products and useful tips.

A CLEAN
START

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURERS

GET YOUR RIG READY FOR THE
TRAVEL SEASON WITH THESE 

DETAILING PRODUCTS AND TIPS
by Chris Hemer
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way, the same is true for your tow rig, so you can clean all
wheels and tires first before proceeding. Once you’re done de-
tailing the trailer, apply a good tire protectant (one without pe-
troleum distillates) for a like-new appearance.

TAKE IT FROM THE TOP

Now, you’re going to work top to bottom, cleaning the roof,
awning(s), walls and finally the glass. As you’ve likely no-
ticed, the roof is where most of the grime accumulates, and
how you care for it has a lot do with what it’s made out of.
Common roof materials on newer RVs include fiberglass, rub-
ber (EPDM) and thermoplastic polyolefin, also known as TPO.
Fiberglass and TPO roofs can be cleaned like the rest of the
surfaces in your coach; in other words, hosed off and gently
cleaned with a soft bristle brush (designed for vehicle detail-
ing) and some RV wash.

Rubber roofs are a completely different story, however, be-
cause they are more porous than other roofs and are more likely
to suffer damage caused by neglect. Direct sunlight can cause
the surface to become chalky, while excessive moisture can allow
algae and mildew to form. When the deteriorating rubber is
mixed with dirt and airborne pollutants, you’ve not only got a
dirty roof, but the dreaded black streaks will soon appear on the
exterior walls and windows (more on them later).

How often you tend to your rubber roof depends on the
environment and/or conditions in which you live; however, the
experts we interviewed agree that it should be cleaned and
conditioned at the beginning and end of each season, at mini-
mum. If the RV is parked under trees or is stored in an area
where dirt and/or pollutants accumulate quickly, the roof may
need to be cleaned and conditioned four or more times a year.
There are a variety of products available from companies like
Camco, Dicor, Protect All and Thetford designed specifically
for cleaning RV rubber roofs, as well as treatments that will
protect the rubber from the elements after cleaning.
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which rubber roofs are cleaned is to spray the roof with a gar-
den hose first to remove loose particulates. Then, starting at
the front of the coach and working back (toward the ladder
you came up), apply the product and gently scrub with a soft
bristle brush designed for vehicle detailing such as
Shurhold’s deck brushes (Shurhold even offers complete
cleaning kits). Camco also offers an adjustable RV Wash Brush
that connects to your garden hose, is adjustable from 40 to 66
inches long, and features a built-in on/off lever.

Keep in mind that, while you should give your rubber roof
the full treatment at least twice a year, it should be rinsed off
every time you wash the RV to keep dirt down to a minimum.
(See the March 2011 issue for even more in-depth information
on roof maintenance.)

FAWNING OVER 
YOUR AWNING
Under normal use, clean-
ing the awning isn’t muching the awning isn t much
of an issue, because it
spends most of its time
stored, away from the ele-
ments. But during long
stays or full-timing, it’s
only a matter of time be-
fore the awning gets dirty
or worse yet, covered with
bird droppings, sap and
other debris. Thetford

and Camco offer products designed specifically for cleaning
awnings and removing the stains that affect them most. First,gs and removing the stains that affect them most First
deploy the awning and flood it with water to remove the worst
of the dirt and debris, scrub stubborn stains with a brush and
extension pole, then rinse clean. And while this may sound
obvious, make sure to let the awning dry completely before
you roll it back to prevent mold and mildew issues.

WALL TO WALL
With the roof and awning cleaned, the next step is the exterior
walls. While it is common practice to use common household
dish detergent for this purpose, RV and car care product man-
ufacturers advise against this for one simple reason: It strips
the surface of any waxes that you may have applied earlier.rface of any waxes that you may have applied earlier
Specialized washing soaps offered by Protect All, Camco,
Thetford and car care specialists like Eagle One, Mother’s and
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Meguiar’s are all designed to clean away dirt and grime while
leaving the thin film of wax intact. In between washes, there
are also a variety of “waterless car wash” products designed
to rid the surface of the light dirt film that can accumulate over
a few days, and spray-on “touch up” wax products to keep a
layer of wax on the surface between waxings.

It’s no secret that reaching the upper half of any RV can be
a challenge, and constantly moving a ladder down the side of the
rig just won’t do. The easiest and safest way to get to hard-to-
reach areas is with an extension-pole system. Shurhold, for one,
offers three different RV Kits (Basic, Intermediate and Deluxe)
that contain a telescoping handle (up to 9 feet in length), a soft
brush and stainless-steel squeegee, among other items. And
California Car Cover company offers its California Jelly Blade, a
giant squeegee (12 inches) made from medical-grade silicone
that can also be affixed to an extension pole kit. 

BREAKING THE STREAK

Now, before we deal with waxing, we need to touch on the
dreaded black streaks we mentioned earlier — because wax-
ing over them will make them more difficult to remove. Any RV
can suffer from black streaks, regardless of the type of roof you
have or environment the rig is stored in; but what are they? Es-
sentially, they’re a combination of soils, oxidation and non-
water soluble oils used in the manufacturing process of rubber
roofs, rubberized sealers and plastic/rubber parts on the RV’s
roof and exterior walls. They won’t come off with common soap
and water, and if left unchecked, they can etch the surface and
become very difficult to remove — especially on older RVs
where the gelcoat may have become oxidized. We can say from
personal experience that Thetford’s Premium Black Streak and
Bug Remover does an admirable job of removing black streaks
without much effort — but companies like Camco and Protect

All offer similar products designed for the same purpose.
Spray the product on, wipe the streaks clean, and then rinse
thoroughly with water. 

WAXING PHILOSOPHICAL 
Whether painted or gelcoated, an
RV’s exterior walls should be
waxed on a regular basis to pre-
vent surface oxidation. How often
depends, again, on the severity of
your environment, but figure it
should be waxed whenever the
rubber roof is treated, or at the be-
ginning/end of every travel sea-
son, minimum. This is where the
expression, “frequent care is easy
care” comes into play; wax the sur-
face often, and you won’t have to

worry about oxidation that can damage the surface and re-
quire serious elbow grease to remove.

One of the easiest ways to apply a wax product over a
large surface is with an orbital buffer, not a rotary buffer,
which can quickly burn through paint/gelcoat if used by inex-
perienced hands. Shurhold offers the Dual Action Polisher
(pictured on the top of page 36) that’s designed to eliminate
the burn-through woes. 

To begin, apply a small amount of wax to the pad, then
begin applying the product. Remember, less is more when it
comes to wax. If you apply too much, it will splatter and dry
elsewhere, requiring more work to remove it. Let the wax form
a light haze, and then use a clean bonnet on the buffer to re-
move the wax and polish the surface. It’s quicker and a lot
easier. If you notice wax in some nooks and crannies, you can
use a detailing brush specifically made for the purpose, or
even a common soft bristle toothbrush will do the trick.

Once the RV is waxed and polished, you can keep a light
film of wax on the surface after every wash with a spray on
product like Eagle One’s Wax As-U-Dry, Protect All’s Polish,
Wax and Treatment or Thetford’s Premium Protect and Shine.

There, now don’t you feel better? Instead of a beast of
burden, your trailer will now stand as the benchmark against
which all other RVs in the neighborhood will be measured.  q

SOURCES
California Car Cover Company, (800) 423-5525,
www.calcarcover.com.
Camco Manufacturing Inc., (800) 334-2004, www.camco.net.
Camping World, (800) 626-3636, www.campingworld.com.
Dicor Corporation Inc., (800) 837-2059, www.dicor.com.
Eagle One, (800) 832-6825, www.eagleone.com.
Meguiar’s Inc., (800) 347-5700, www.meguiars.com.
Mothers Inc., (714) 891-3364, www.mothers.com.
Protect All Inc., (800) 322-4491, www.protectall.com.
Shurhold Industries, (800) 962-6241, www.shurhold.com.
Thetford Corporation, (800) 543-1219, www.thetford.com.
World Class Motoring, (800) 986-4977, 
www.worldclassmotoring.com.
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IT’S IN THE 
DETAILS 

KEEPING YOUR RV’S INTERIOR CLEAN IS AS SIMPLE 
AS APPLYING THE RIGHT PRODUCTS AND TECHNIQUES

by Chris Hemer

On your personal-fun meter, detailing the
inside of your trailer probably ranks right
there with a root canal, filing taxes and
flea marketing with your mother-in-law.
Housekeeping is never fun, and the fact

that the inside of your RV can be a mix of carpet, fabric uphol-
stery, leather/Ultraleather, tile, stone, fiberglass and wood —
each with its own cleaning regimen — doesn’t make it more
so. Well, the good news is that your trailer is smaller than your
house (we hope), and there
are a variety of common and
RV-specific solutions that
can make cleaning and de-
tailing your RV easier.

Rather than an overview
of cleaning in general, we’ve
broken it up into categories
to make finding your solu-
tion easier and faster. While
we can’t cover every possible
cleaning scenario (that could
be a book in itself ), we’ve
done our best to present ef-
fective ways to solve the
cleaning issues you’re likely
to find. And don’t forget, the
Internet is also a great re-
source when it comes to find-
ing solutions to specific
stains on various materials
and surfaces.

CARPET
Do a little research, and
you’ll find that there are al-
most as many different ways
to clean carpet as there are
carpet styles, ranging from
home remedies to machine
cleaning. The most common

stains can be removed with a spot carpet cleaner, but beware:
They’re not all created equal. The Carpet and Rug Institute
(CRI) has tested an assortment of carpet cleaning solutions
and equipment, and found a wide variance in how well these
products work. In fact, the organization found that some prod-
ucts even damage carpet. So how do you know what will clean
your carpet effectively without harming it? Look for products
that have been awarded the CRI Seal of Approval. The CRI Seal
of Approval program identifies effective carpet cleaning solu-

tions and equipment that
clean carpet right the first
time and protect a facility’s
carpet investment. Spot
Shot, a product of the WD-40
company, is a recipient of the
CRI Seal of Approval and has
received rave reviews. We
tried a can ourselves and
found that it did an admirable
job of removing common
stains without any scrubbing
or rinsing. Spot Shot is non-
toxic and biodegradable, so
it’s safe for you, your pets
and your kids. For pet stains,
consider Spot Shot Pet In-
stant Stain and Odor Elimina-
tor, or Nature’s Miracle.

Whatever carpet you
have or product you choose,
the CRI offers the following
general spot cleaning tips.

Act quickly: Most con-
temporary carpet is stain-re-
sistant to some degree, so
many spills can be removed
if immediate action is taken.
The longer you wait, the
more likely it is that the stain
will become permanent.

PHOTOS BY CHRIS HEMER
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Blot liquids: Use a dry, white absorbent cloth or plain
white paper towel.

Don’t scrub: Scrubbing can cause pile distortion. Blot
until the area is dry.

Pretest: Apply a small amount of your chosen cleaning
solution to an inconspicuous area to make sure the solution
will not damage the fiber or dye before you commence clean-
ing your stain.

Edges first: Work from the edges of the spill to the center
to prevent the spill stain from spreading.

Continue cleaning: Continue using the solution as long as
there is a transfer of the spill to the cloth.

Rinse: After the stain has been removed, rinse the area
with cold water and blot with a dry cloth.

Though not necessarily recommended by the CRI, we’ve
had good luck with Bissell’s Little Green deep cleaning ma-
chine. Reasonably priced at around $90, it does a good job re-
moving tough, ground-in stains without damaging carpet, and
it’s small enough to store without taking up too much space.

COUNTERTOPS

While laminate was once the sole choice for RV countertops,
there’s now a full range of products for RV use, up to and in-
cluding natural stone. Depending on the surface, the cleaning
procedures are different; laminate cleans up easily with soap
and water and/or an “all purpose” product like Roadmaster’s
Voom! RV Cleaner. 

There are also a number of different companies manufac-
turing so-called “solid surface” products, which is pretty

much any surface made from polyester, acrylic or in some in-
stances a combination of both materials. Products such as
these are also easy to clean, but can scratch easily if an abra-
sive is applied.

Use only a nonabrasive cleanser and a non-scratching
scrub sponge on countertops to avoid damage (that goes for
the solid-surface sink, too, if applicable). The good news is
solid-surface products are all easy to repair, so if you do
scratch it, the damage can usually be buffed out. 

The last category is natural stone and engineered stone
surfaces. The only thing to be aware of here is that natural
stone is porous, even if a coating has been applied. That
means there are tiny nooks and crannies in the surface that
can allow bacteria to grow (which is why it’s not used in
restaurant kitchens) — so make sure you use an antibacterial
cleaner on these products to be safe and use non-scratching
pads to remove tough stains. Engineered stone products look
and feel like natural stone, but are non-porous. If in doubt, ask
your dealer/manufacturer what product was used in your
trailer, and their recommendations for cleaning it.

DUST
The California Dash Duster is perfect for removing dust from
flat surfaces, and a Swiffer duster is great for getting in be-
tween mini blinds. Dryer sheets also work well on blinds, as
they trap dust and tend to help repel small particles, due to
the sheet’s anti-static properties. 

FIBERGLASS

Whether it’s in your sinks,
shower or both of the above,
fiberglass is a fact of life in an
RV — so learning to clean it
effectively and safely is cru-
cial. Above all, it is important
to remember that, while
fiberglass is strong, its sur-
face is delicate and can be
damaged easily. In sinks, use

a store-bought, nonabrasive cleanser, a specialty product like
Thetford’s Aqua Clean, or a home remedy like baking soda
and a sponge dipped in white vinegar.

In showers, you can make your life a lot easier by using a
shower squeegee on the walls and door after every shower,
and by drying off the taps with your bath towel. This simple
habit will prevent hard-water spots from forming (which can
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be difficult to remove). If you’ve already got them, try the
same cleansing methods previously mentioned. 

FLOORS
Sweeping regularly is the best way to protect your floor from
scratches, regardless of whether the surface is vinyl, laminate
or tile. Even so, you’re still going to have to mop once in a
while, and who wants to deal with a heavy bucket of water
and a wet mop? The Swiffer WetJet is a great solution for light
mopping — squeeze the trigger, and the multipurpose clean-
ing solution sprays in front of the mop head. A textured pad
collects dirt, while a large scrubbing strip up front makes it
easy to remove tough or dried stains. The WetJet is safe for all
types of floors, and when you’re done mopping simply tear off
the textured pad and throw it away.

FURNITURE
As with carpet, there are dozens (perhaps hundreds) of dif-
ferent fabrics on the market today, not to mention leather,
synthetic leather (aka Ultraleather) and synthetic suede
(aka microsuede). Generally speaking, most of the tech-
niques used to clean carpet will work on fabric furniture, but
it’s a good idea to learn how to clean your specific furniture,
and what product to use, before an accident happens. For
example, Ultraleather and microsuede have a reputation for
easy clean up, but where the former cleans up with a
sponge, mild detergent and water, the same isn’t necessari-
ly true for the latter. 

There are actually different types of microsuede — some
that clean up with water, some that don’t — and if you use
water on the wrong type, you can cause a permanent stain.
Here, it really pays to read the owner’s manual or contact the
manufacturer of your furniture for proper product and tech-
nique before cleaning is required. 

PET HAIR
Using a vacuum to remove pet hair from furniture and bedding is
almost futile. The best method we’ve found is to use a silicone
pet hairbrush, or even a common rubber dishwashing glove, to
rub the hair out of the fabric. Then you can vacuum it up.

PLUMBING FIXTURES AND STAINLESS STEEL
For touch-ups, use a com-
mon glass cleaner or white
vinegar and a paper towel.
But for hard deposits, soap
scum, etc., it’s hard to beat
a nonabrasive cleanser like
Bon Ami or Bar Keepers
Friend. And keep in mind
that stainless steel actually
has a “grain” (directional
lines in the surface), so it’s
easier and more effective
to clean it with the grain,
rather than against it.

STICKY STUFF
In our opinion, it’s hard to
beat original Goo Gone.
We’ve tried it on a number of
stubborn messes, such as
tar, stickers, tape residue
and crayon marks — but the
company also claims it can
remove oil, blood, lipstick,
mascara and shoe polish. It’s
environmentally friendly and
has a pleasant citrus scent. 

WINDOWS
Take your pick from any of the dozens of window cleaning
products out there, and hope the one you choose really
works. Or, you can take a tip from old pros and use plain ’ole
white vinegar and newspaper.

WOOD
For real wood, we like to use
Pledge, as it brightens the
finish and protects it from
water stains. Scott’s Liquid
Gold is another reputable
product, and it’s also offered
in wipes. For cabinets with a
veneer, it’s best to avoid sili-
cone- or oil-based cleaners;
instead use a product such
as Guardsman’s Furniture
Polish.

Murphy’s Oil Soap, Old
English Lemon Oil as well as
linseed oil can also be used to
keep your cabinets looking
clean and new. 

Regardless of wood type,
be sure to dust regularly to
keep dirty buildups away. A
microfiber cloth, paper tow-

els or a feather duster all work nicely on most wood surfaces.
Housekeeping is never fun, but taking care of your most

prized possession will keep your enjoyment preserved for
years to come.  q

SOURCES
California Car Cover Company, (800) 423 5525,
www.calcarcover.com.
Camping World, (888) 626-7576, www.campingworld.com.
Roadmaster Inc., (800) 669-9690, www.roadmasterinc.com.
Thetford Corporation, (800) 543-1219, www.thetford.com.

Other products mentioned in this article are readily avail-
able at most grocery stores, home-improvement centers and
many mom-and-pop stores across the nation.
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TIPS ON KEEPING THE
MOVING PARTS

MOVING
by Ken Freund

Slideout rooms can make a
huge improvement in interior
space and livability, adding
many square feet to an RV
when they’re set up. However,

like any electro-mechanical system, slide-
out mechanisms need a little love (and oc-
casional maintenance) to perform at their
best for a long service life.

We contacted Tom Pilgrim, tech guru at
Winnebago Industries, for some sugges-
tions on slideout care. He noted “the hy-
draulic and electric mechanisms Winneba-
go employs to operate room extensions do
not require lubrication. However, owners
can do their part by keeping the equipment
clean, which lends to familiarization and in-
spection and, therefore, timely repairs
should they be necessary.”

Pilgrim added: “It’s important to men-
tion the floor surface beneath a room ex-
tension. Depending on the room installa-
tion and design, we could have rollers in
contact with the flooring or there could be
‘glide-strips’ or a combination of both.
These are weight-bearing devices that are
in direct contact with interior flooring sur-
faces. The flooring (carpet, laminates, tile)
can be easily damaged if foreign material
gets in between. It’s a good idea to ensure
the floor is checked and clean prior to re-
tracting a room. Sidewall opening perime-
ter wipe-seals are in direct contact to the
exterior surfaces. Even when in proper ad-
justment, these seals create a substantial
amount of drag. A clean wall surface is the
key, and avoiding the scratching of exterior
paint and fiberglass and room movement
will be much smoother, too. Apply a protec-
tive product to the exterior surfaces, such
as synthetic polymer products that are
friendly to paint, fiberglass, graphics, etc.
This aids with water runoff and the cleaning
process, and it lessens friction. We suggest
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battery, look for a blown fuse or tripped circuit breaker. Loca-
tions for these include the fuse/breaker panel, the battery
compartment or in the wiring harness near the motor.

Run your hands along the inner and outer seals between the
slide and the wall opening along the top and sides (use caution
to avoid getting cut). If you find no apparent cause for sticking
or binding, it could be the slideout mechanism is faulty or needs
realignment. Protect All and Thetford make slideout lubricant
products, which are handy for lubing sticking spots.

If the room doesn’t seal snugly when it’s fully extended
or retracted, adjust the stops by tightening the screw or bolt
adjusters.

Slideout systems fit into several major categories, and
then there are individual differences among brands and mod-
els within those classifications. All systems use an electric

products like 303 Protectant, which is friendly to plastic sur-
faces, paint, fiberglass and graphics, and the UV protection
303 prolongs the life of the seals. Just spray and wipe; it’s very
effective at lessening friction, contains no silicones, is not a
petroleum-based product and doesn’t attract dust or dirt.
Some folks use cornstarch and just keep a treated rag in a
baggie and use a broom handle to run the rag across the
seals. It’s effective and cheap and you don’t need to climb a
ladder. Obviously, this is a short-term treatment because it
will wash away.”

We also spoke with Eric Davis of Eric’s RV in Sequim, Wash-
ington, about some of the most common problems encoun-
tered, and he also offered a few tips on how to keep those slide-
outs humming. He noted, before you press that slideout control
switch to open it, make sure your RV is level, any latches are re-
leased and that you have sufficient clearance to extend it fully.
Before closing a slideout, check the floor for throw rugs, sand or
other things that can get into the slideout mechanism and dam-
age flooring. Check outside for branches, leaves and other de-
bris that might be on your slideout room. Also, if the slideout
has been extended for a lengthy period, check that the edges of
the seals aren’t stuck to the sliding surfaces.

Slideouts can bind if the chassis is twisted or not level,
and motors also bog down if they don’t get enough voltage. To
ensure sufficient voltage at the slideout motor, leave the
shorepower connected, the generator on or the tow vehicle’s
engine running and a trailer harness connected. Sometimes a
slideout mechanism still may fail to operate properly; fortu-
nately many problems can be solved by a do-it-yourselfer. So
before sending your RV to a shop for a potentially costly re-
pair, try troubleshooting the problem.

GENERAL TROUBLESHOOTING/REPAIRS
If a slideout moves slowly or sticks when moving, check for
binding around the edges of the opening that the slideout
passes through. It’s also possible that a drawer or cabinet
opened during transit or some other foreign object is jamming
the slideout. Listen for unusual sounds and look for erratic
movements whenever operating slideouts.

Slideout systems require sufficient power (often around 70
amps) from the battery to operate, so before you begin trou-
bleshooting elsewhere, check voltage under load at the motor,
which should not drop below about 10.5 volts. If nothing hap-
pens when you operate the slideout switch, after checking the

Before operating a slideout, check to make sure the area is 
free of debris, which could cause some unsightly damage to
the floor or even to the slide mechanism.

if there’s little or inadequate power. It’s important to always
know the location of the crank mechanism.
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motor, but some systems are directly driven by the motor via a
mechanical gear-type drive, screw jack or cable setup, while
others use hydraulics.

HYDRAULIC MECHANISMS
Hydraulic mechanisms use a pump driven by an electric motor
to operate a hydraulic ram that moves the slideout mecha-
nism. Direction is guided by a control module connected to so-
lenoid valves. Besides electrical gremlins, hydraulic systems
may fail to operate due to low fluid levels, leaks or faulty
valves. Look for signs of leaks around hoses, rams, solenoid
valves and the pump. A slideout with a leak can often be made
to work temporarily by refilling the reservoir.

Before checking fluid level, the slideout must be fully re-
tracted. Remove the breather cap from the hydraulic reservoir;
the level should usually be about one inch below the top of
the reservoir. Some slideouts use automatic transmission
fluid, others require special hydraulic fluids. You’ll find recom-
mended fluids listed in the owner’s manual or on the manu-
facturer’s website.

If the pump runs, but the room fails to open, after checking
fluid level, check if the solenoid valve opens. If the pump runs,
but the room won’t retract, extend the retract valve. If the room
creeps in after being extended, check if the system is leaking
oil, and then check the solenoid or manifold check valve.

MECHANICAL MECHANISMS
Screw-jack systems operate in a similar fashion to fifth-wheel
landing gears, but they are mounted horizontally. Rack-and-
pinion systems are made in a variety of configurations that
consist of strips with cogs in a track. The two sides are typically
connected to one motor and drive mechanism by a cross shaft
that connects the two. The motors can run in both directions to

operate the mechanism in and out by reversing polarity at the
control switch unit. Quite often problems are caused by bro-
ken or corroded wiring, so check wires and clean connections.
In addition to electrical glitches, these mechanical slideout
systems may fail because of broken shear pins, gears or
clutches. If you can hear the motor straining and if the lights
dim when the slideout is activated, either voltage is low or the
mechanisms are binding or jammed. Inspect the underside of
the mechanism to see if anything is corroded, broken or other-
wise damaged. If the motor spins freely when the switch is ac-
tivated, but nothing moves, the shear pin or other parts of the
drive mechanism, such as a clutch, may be broken. If one side
of the room will not move while trying to extend or retract the
room, the shear pin may again be at fault and the motor is
driving one side while the other side is not driven. Check the
drive mechanism that connects the two sides.

IF ALL ELSE FAILS
Most slideout systems have a manual method to operate
them if a problem occurs. Hydraulic systems usually require
that pressure be released in the hydraulic ram by manually
opening a valve, and then the slideout room must be pushed
closed or pulled open. Mechanical slideout systems usually
have a hand crank, but the motor may have to be removed first
to allow the gears to turn. Owner’s manuals outline the proce-
dure; make sure you have the crank handle and know how to
use it. RV and slideout manufacturers often have manuals and
other helpful service information on their websites. q

SOURCES
Camping World, (888) 626-7576, www.campingworld.com.
HWH Slide-Out Systems, (800) 321-3494,
www.hwhcorp.com.
Lippert Components, (574) 537-8900,
www.lippertcomponents.com.
Power Gear Technical Service, (800) 334-4712, 
www.powergearus.com.
Protect All Inc., (800) 322-4491, www.protectall.com.
Thetford Corporation, (800) 543-1219, www.thetford.com.

Familiarizing yourself with the slideout drive mechanisms is a
good practice that helps with everyday maintenance.

Applying a slideout lubricant to the slideout hardware can help
with stubborn slides that are sticking.
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HYPERTECH MAX ENERGY 
E-CON TUNER
Hypertech’s Max Energy E-CON Economy Power Programmer is

designed for drivers who desire improved fuel economy and

more power, but don’t want to

pay for other high-

performance features

they may not need.

Hypertech founder

and president Mark

Heffington reports that

“Hypertech has devel-

oped specific tuning op-

timization techniques

that maximize engine

power and efficiency, to

deliver the highest power

gains for accelerating, tow-

ing, smooth transmission op-

eration and improved drivability while increasing fuel mileage

and maintaining clean emissions.”

Every E-CON is programmed with Hypertech’s Max Energy

Tuning, which is designed to extract as much energy as possible

from every molecule of fuel, giving users better fuel economy at

part-throttle, yet more power at wide-open throttle. To increase

engine efficiency, horsepower and torque, Hypertech’s engi-

neers optimize the spark and fuel curves point by point across

the entire rpm band. With the additional power, plus optimized

transmission settings, drivers can use less fuel to accelerate and

maintain cruising speeds without the torque converter unlock-

ing and transmission downshifting to a lower gear as readily.

This results in improved power and maximum fuel mileage, ac-

cording to the company.

Hypertech reports that its customers are claiming significant

mileage gains and a substantial increase in horsepower and

torque. When police departments reported a 2.5 mpg gain with

their Ford Crown Victorias, Hypertech hired an EPA/CARB-recog-

nized lab — Automotive Testing Laboratory in Mesa, Arizona —

to confirm the results. The calculations from its EPA drive cycle

testing (used for calculating OEM fuel economy) showed a 13.67

percent mile-per-gallon increase, taking the Crown Vics from

18.42 mpg stock to 20.94 mpg tuned, for a 2.52 mpg gain. Hy-

pertech also sent diesel trucks to Olson Ecologic in Fullerton, Cal-

ifornia, an EPA/CARB-recognized lab that specializes in diesel

testing. The results from its EPA transient cycle testing proved a

9.73 percent increase in fuel efficiency with Hypertech’s tuning,

compared to stock.

Hypertech units are simply loaded via the OBDII port and are

available for a variety of popular domestic vehicles with

both gas and diesel engines. Other features in-

clude auto-transmission firmness and shift-point

adjustments, speedometer recalibration and

cooling fan on/off setting adjustments, and you

can read and clear diagnostic trouble codes. For

an additional charge, the E-CON can be upgraded

to a Max Energy Power Program-

mer via the Internet to in-

clude all the Max Energy

features available for that

vehicle. Hypertech has in-

cluded meeting all CARB EO

requirements in its product

development process to en-

sure that Hypertech “Power Tun-

ing” products are not detrimental to ambient air quality and will

meet or exceed emissions certification. Hypertech has obtained

or is pending CARB EOs for all its emissions-related products.

Hypertech, (901) 382-8888, www.hypertech.com.

GM RECALL
General Motors has issued a recall for 2011 models of the Cadillac

Escalade, Chevrolet Avalanche 1500, Chevrolet Silverado 1500

and GMC Sierra 1500. According to the National Highway Traffic

Safety Administration (NHTSA), rear-axle cross pins may not be

properly heat-treated and could fracture and lock, and the driver

could lose control. NHTSA says drivers might hear a banging

noise which indicates imminent failure, but that may not happen

in all cases. If you have questions call Cadillac at (866) 982-2339,

Chevrolet at (800) 630-2438 or GMC at (866) 996-9463. Mention

GM safety recall #100426 or call NHTSA at (888) 327-4236 and

reference recall #10V643000.

DODGE RECALL
A recall of 2011 Dodge Rams affects 56,611 units manufactured

between September and December 2010. The NHTSA indicates

that a rear-axle bearing may seize. Owners may hear a growling

or grinding noise coming from the axle before the bearing fails.

Owners should contact their dealers or call Chrysler at (800) 853-

1403 or NHTSA and reference campaign #10V656000. q

         PERFORMANCE
       CORNER                   >

               by Ken Freund

TL1104 Performance Corner LO.qxp_TL Performance Corner  2/7/11  2:03 PM  Page 46

User Guide ContentsGo To:
.com

http://www.trailerlife.com/
http://www.hypertech.com
http://www.trailerlife.com


User Guide ContentsGo To:
.com

http://www.trailerlife.com/
http://www.trailerlife.com/sharedcode/trx.cfm?d=T|113|2924|1|{pID}|


48 April 2011 TRAILER LIFE www.trailerlife.com

DODGE TIRE 
REPLACEMENT
I own a 1995 Dodge Ram 2500 truck and

tow a 2010 Dutchmen Denali fifth-wheel.

The tires on my truck are 10-ply Goodyear

Wrangler LT245/75R16. I would like to re-

place these tires with larger ones because

of the hitch weight on the fifth-wheel. Is

this advisable or not? Some salesmen say

it is OK, and others say no.

Darwin Bruns, St. Peter, Minnesota

When you say “larger ones” I’m presum-
ing you mean tires with a higher load ca-
pacity. Are you planning this because
you’ve weighed all the components —
truck overall, truck rear axle with trailer at-
tached, and so on — and you know the
rear axle is overloaded, or you just have a
bad feeling about the existing tires?

Replacing the tires might help with tire
overloading; however, axle rating is deter-
mined by a combination of factors, includ-
ing axle, wheel, tire and spring capacities.
You can change the tires, but you still have
the same capacities for the rest of the sys-
tem. Make sure your wheels are rated for
the higher-capacity tires. You might want
to consider shifting cargo toward the back
of the trailer to cut down the hitch weight
a bit. Otherwise, you’ll need springs, a new
axle, higher-rated wheels and tires and so
forth to increase the truck’s rear axle gawr.

If the truck is sagging on the rear end,
and that makes it appear the tires are over-
burdened while the weights are otherwise
OK, you could consider adding air bags or
auxiliary leaf springs to help support the
trailer’s hitch weight. — Jeff Johnston

ULSD AVAILABILITY IN CANADA
I recently purchased a new Ford Super Duty

F-350, and on the dash and fuel cap it

states, “Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Fuel Only.”

I believe that all the gas stations in the

”
“Axle rating is determined by a combination of 
factors, including axle, wheel, tire and spring ca-

pacities. You can change the tires, but you still
have the same capacities for the rest of the system.

to the United States, and ULSD is available
there. You can view helpful information at
www.cppi.ca/pdf/ULSD_Q&A_e.pdf. It’s
important to use ULSD in engines de-
signed for it; using the older higher-sulfur
fuels can lead to expensive damage to the
emission-control systems. There’s still off-
road and marine diesel fuel around, so be
sure to avoid it. — Ken Freund

DODGE PICKUP STALLING SOLUTION
I have 2001 Dodge pickup that stalls

when driving down the road, just like John

Gorman’s Duramax (January 2011). We

found the throttle-position sensing mod-

ule was bad so we had it replaced, and

have had no more stalling trouble.

Frank Terry, Via e-mail

That’s a relatively simple fix that’s worth
checking out if a reader has a stalling sit-
uation. Thank you. — J.J.

To send your questions to RV Clinic, write to
2575 Vista Del Mar, Ventura, CA 93001; or 

e-mail jjohnston@affinitygroup.com or 
kfreund@affinitygroup.com. No phone calls.

Ken Freund Jeff Johnston

        RV CLINIC >

Tech Team

United States are suppose to be selling this

Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel (ULSD) Fuel. We

have been considering a caravan to Alaska.

Does Canada sell the ULSD fuel, and if not

can I burn the older-type fuel without any

harm to the new Ford 6.7 liter diesel?

Stanley Campbell,
Pueblo West, Colorado
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INTERIOR UPGRADES
We have a 2010 Jayco Jay Feather 24T. I

wish to add more coat hooks, shelves,

towel racks, etc. Where can I obtain info

on the location of the wall studs, wiring

etc? I can’t get it from Jayco.

David & Suzanne Florin, Dallas, Texas

The manufacturer is the only place that
has blueprints of your trailer. However,
you can feel framing by tapping on the
walls and/or using a stud finder, which
you can find available in most hardware
stores. You can also trace wires with an
electronic device that sends a signal
through the wires as a handheld receiver
tracks them (these are available in many
electronics stores). If you don’t want to
bother with that, drill shallow holes for
anchors, use adhesives or have an RV
shop do it. — K.F.

GRAY-TANK SMELL SOLUTION
Dan Schrier wrote about a terrible smell

from the sink on his trailer equipped with

RV CLINIC

Call Now!  800-279-3809
LIMITED TIME OFFER

*BILL CREDIT/PROGRAMMING OFFER: IF BY THE END OF PROMOTIONAL PRICE PERIOD(S) CUSTOMER DOES NOT CONTACT DIRECTV TO CHANGE SERVICE THEN ALL SERVICES WILL AUTOMATICALLY CONTINUE AT THE THEN-PREVAILING RATES. Free HBO, Starz, SHOWTIME and Cinemax for 3 months, a value of $135135. LIMIT ONE PROGRAMMING OFFER PER 
ACCOUNT. Featured package names and prices: CHOICE $60.99/mo.; CHOICE XTRA $65.99/mo.; CHOICE ULTIMATE $70.99/mo. Prices include a $26 bill credit for 12 months after rebate, plus an additional $5 with online rebate and consent to email alerts. Upon DIRECTV System activation, customer will receive rebate redemption instructions (included in
customer’s fi rst DIRECTV bill, a separate mailing, or, in the state of New York, from retailer) and must comply with the terms

g
of the instructions. In order to receive $31 monthly credits, customer must submit rebate online (valid email address required) and consent to email alerts prior to rebate redemption. Rebate begins up to 8 weeks after receipt 

of rebate submission online or by phone. Duration of promotional price varies based on redemption date. †FREE HD OFFER: Includes access to HD channels associated with your programming package. To be eligible for Free HD you must activate and maintain the CHOICE XTRA Package or higher and enroll in Auto Bill Pay. Also requires at least one (1) HD Receiver and activation o
gg

f 
HD Access. Account must be in “good standing” as determined by DIRECTV in its sole discretion to remain eligible for all offers. In certain markets, programming/pricing may vary. **2-YR LEASE AGREEMENT: Must maintain 24 consecutive months of any DIRECTV base programming package ($29.99/mo. or above) or qualifying international 

g g
services bundle. DVR Service $7/mo. 

required for DVR and HD DVR lease. HD Access fee $10/mo. required for HD Receiver and HD DVR. Lease for fi rst two receivers $5/mo; additional receiver leases $5/mo. each. FAILURE TO ACTIVATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE EQUIPMENT LEASE ADDENDUM MAY RESULT IN A CHARGE OF $150 PER RECEIVER. IF SERVICE IS TERMINATED EARLY, A CANCELLATION
FEE OF $20/MONTH REMAINING WILL APPLY. ALL EQUIPMENT IS LEASED AND MUST BE RETURNED TO DIRECTV UPON CANCELLATION, OR UNRETURNED EQUIPMENT FEES APPLY. VISIT directv.com OR CALL 1-800-DIRECTV FOR DETAILS. RECEIVER UPGRADES: Second advanced receiver offer requires activation of an HD DVR as the fi rst free receiver
upgrade and subscription to Whole-Home DVR service ($3/mo.).  Advanced receiver instant rebate requires activation of the CHOICE XTRA Package or above; MÁS ULTRA or above (for DVR Receiver, OPTIMO MÁS Package or above); Jadeworld; or any qualifying inter

,
national service bundle, which shall include the PREFERRED CHOICE programming package (valued at $38.99/mo.). 

Additional advanced receiver upgrades available for a charge. INSTALLATION: Standard professional home installation only. Custom installation extra. ^RV SATELLITE KIT OFFER: Courtesy of Direct Sat TV with new residential home service activation and purchase of CHOICE programming or above. Includes satellite dish, travel tripod and 50’ of coaxial cable. HD dish will incur
additional fees. Tripod for HD dish not available. Programming and pricing may vary for service in your RV. For service in RV, customer will receive NY Distant Network Signal, based on geographical location. LA Distant Network is available upon request and requires special hardware, which will incur additional fees. DNS waiver required.  Programming, pricing, terms and conditions 
subject to change at any time. Pricing residential. Taxes not included. Receipt of DIRECTV programming subject to DIRECTV Customer Agreement; copy provided at directv.com/legal and in fi rst bill. DIRECTV and the Cyclone Design logo, CHOICE and CHOICE XTRA are trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc. All other trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners.

FOR 3 MONTHS
 

Requires CHOICE XTRA™ and above.

Offers end 7/20/11. *Prices include a $26 bill credit for 12 months after rebate, plus an additional $5 with online rebate and consent to email alerts.  Eligibility based on service address. 
With 24-month agreement.** Credit card required (except in MA & PA). New approved customers only (lease required). Hardware available separately.  Handling & Delivery fee may apply. 

RV KIT
Dish, Travel Tripod 

& 50ft of cable^

Offer Ends 7/20/11. FREE RV Kit for new 
customers only. Available to existing 

customers at additional charge. While 
supplies last. S/H fees will apply. 

Courtesy of Direct Sat TV.

CHOICE™ PACKAGE

/mo*

Requires CHOICE XTRA™ Package or higher and 
Whole-Home DVR service. Additional fees required. 

With 24 month agreement**.

2 UPGRADES 
HD DVR & 

HD Receivers**

$298 value

FOR 12 MONTHS
Prices may be higher and terms & 
conditions vary in select markets.
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two gray-water tanks (January 2011). I had

a similar problem and found a solution.

I also have two gray-water tanks on

my trailer. The front gray services the

kitchen sink. The sewer line for the front

gray has a long way to travel to get to the

common clean-out port at the back of the

32-foot trailer, and the angle of drop is

very shallow due to the rig’s length. It has

been my experience that most dump sta-

tions are not on a perfectly level surface.

When the front of the trailer was pitched

ever so slightly down, I found that the

front tank was not completely emptying,

and consequently an odor was building

up. Now I approach the dump station with

the front of my trailer on the high side of

the station, increasing the drop for my

front sewer pipe. Many dump stations

allow an approach from either side. If

that’s not possible, I take extra time to jack

up the front of the trailer with an A-frame

jack to get enough lift without unhooking

the trailer from the tow vehicle to empty

the tank. A bubble level attached to the H
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side of the trailer can be a help.
Ron St. Laurent, Okemos, Michigan

Thank you for the suggestion. Gravity isn’t
always our friend in the RV arena, and your
comments may help a few readers with
similar gray-tank odor problems. Adding
a tank chemical designed for gray tanks
can help as well. — J.J.

ALTERNATOR-DIODE FAILURE TIP
Regarding battery drain and possible al-
ternator diode failure (November 2010),
one simple check is to put your hand on
the alternator when the engine is cold. If
the alternator is warmer than the engine,
it’s a good sign the alternator has a leak.

Ed Austin, Newport News, Virginia

That’s a handy quick tip. Of course, if a lot
of current isn’t flowing, you won’t be able
to feel the heat, but it’s a good start. If you
disconnect the main wire going to the al-
ternator and you get a spark (with the en-
gine off) it also indicates a drain. — K.F.

RV CLINIC

Dicor coatings improve longevity and appearance of RV roofs.

dicor products
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Driver Awareness Solutions

5-Level Alert5 Level Alert
SystemTire Pressure Monitoring 

The Latest in Tire Safety Technology

NEW & Improved

SAFE TIRE
CONDITIONS

DANGEROUSLY 
LOW PRESSURE

HIGH PRESSURE

HIGH TEMP

Find out more at:
www.nVisionSafety.com

“ I love that feeling of
being safe, because I 
know when I’m losing 
tire pressure. You can 
spend a lot more, but this 
system is all you need.”

JUST RIGHT!

-Rosemary V. (NE)
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WHEEL LOAD RATING
When I had my fifth-wheel tires changed,
the RV center replaced the load range C
tires with load range D tires. How can I tell
if my wheels are suitable for the higher
load range tire?

Louie Cash, San Diego, California

You’ll find the wheel ratings (Maximum
Pressure, Maximum Load) stamped in the
wheel’s metal, probably on the backside
of the wheel somewhere on the rim. As
long as your original LR C tires weren’t
overloaded, and the total trailer weight
on the tires doesn’t exceed the combined
ratings of the wheels, you can still use the
original wheels with no problem. Having
the higher-rated tires on board may give
you some extra tire payload capacity wig-
gle room. While the LR C tires may have
been marginally close to being over-
loaded, the LR D tires have more capacity
to spare as a safety margin.

Did the dealer swap the higher-rated
tires at your request because the original

Wireless trailer hitch camera
Order in the next 30 days and receive FREE shipping.

For more information or to order right now:   1-866-755-6303

Back up and line up to your trailer hitch perfectly 
the first time, every time

Completely wireless iBall Hitch Cam installs in seconds

A cinch to use with any vehicle or trailer, 
in any situation

No need for a “helper”...  
do it all yourself, without  
ever leaving your vehicle

No wiring; camera 
magnetically attaches  

to trailer…monitor  
plugs into lighter

Which would you rather spend your 
time doing: lining up your trailer?  

Or exploring?

100% portable; use with any 
type of trailer (RV, boat, ATV, 
livestock, camper and more).
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Always ask for MOR.

SMOOTHING OUT THE ROUGH SPOTS.Call 574-293-1581 or visit w
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LR C tires were overloaded, per the trail-
er’s loaded weight? If so, you’ll also need
to combine the wheel-load ratings and
compare them to the trailer’s weight on
the tires. For example, if you have four
wheels rated at 3,000 pounds each, that’s
a total of 12,000 pounds of wheel-load-
carrying capacity. 

As long as your trailer, loaded and
ready for the road, weighs less than
12,000 pounds when you weigh just the
axles (don’t include the hitch weight),
your wheels are fine. If the wheels are mar-
ginal for capacity, or overloaded — your
trailer weighs more than 12,000 pounds
on the axles, using the above example —
then you will need to swap for a higher-
capacity wheel. — J.J.

TIRE “TANNING” TIP
I run an asphalt plant with several pieces
of rubber-tire equipment. As with trailer
tires, the sun damage goes into the cords
and rots the tires well before they are
worn out. Every four years I have the tires

RV CLINIC

Let’s Roll!
JackRabbit®

Flush fit

Roll & go with maximum versatility. Close & 
lock for security. Retract for large loads.

Bedlocker® Electric
Retractable tonneau cover 

800-400-2806 • www.paceedwards.com
3 Year Warranty
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demounted and then mounted with the in-

side out and outside in.

This practice seems to be giving me at

least an extra four years on the tires. I sup-

pose the same should work on trailer tires.

I don’t know if changing the rotation direc-

tion of a radial is acceptable or not, as it is

possible that it would require switching

sides as well.

Russell Crawford, Via e-mail

Regarding flipping the tires, that’s an in-
teresting idea, and one I haven’t heard of
before. Flipping the tires around might
help extend their life, if you do it in time
before the sidewalls begin to weaken and
crack from the sun. However, remounting
tires is a bit of work and a lot of folks may
find it too much trouble. 

I prefer to cover the tires when parked
to help prevent deterioration. Years ago,
tire manufacturers recommended that ra-
dial tires always turn in the same direc-
tion; however, that hasn’t been the case
for quite a while. — K.F. Tr
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FACTORY DIRECT TO YOU

SAVINGS!

Same great quality with even
greater savings because of our

all new manufacturing plant

•13’&16’ Trailers   •19’ 5th Wheels

SCAMP TRAVEL TRAILERSS
•Aerodynamic fiberglas construction
•Tows easily even behind compacts
•Special insulation for quiet comfort
•Thousands in use all over the USA

Free Brochure call 1-800-346-4962
www.ScampTrailers.com

Scamp Eveland’s Inc.   Box 2 Backus, MN 56435
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LP-GAS DETECTOR ERRATIC BEHAVIOR
We have a 2006 Fleetwood Terry travel
trailer we bought new, and the LP-gas de-
tector gives false alarms. This has hap-
pened only a few times over a year or so,
there is clearly no leak, and it’s definitely
a false alarm. The detector is model
7773.2, made by CCI Controls, which has
gone out of business. In all the paperwork
with the trailer, I don’t have a manual or in-
formation sheet for this unit. 

An online check tells me others have
had this unit fail when 2-3 years old. It also
suggested the unit could be repaired by
using a hair dryer on high heat 5 inches
from the front for four minutes to “burn
away the HC deposits,” but I’m not sure
what that means. I’ve tested the unit by
purposely venting some LP-gas near the
unit after making sure no ignition source
was near. It works fine. Please let me know
what you think. Of course, the ultimate so-
lution is to replace the unit.

Ken & Michele Boynton,
Felton, California

RV CLINIC

Scamp Travel Trailers, go to www.trailerlife.com/info
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First, are you absolutely positive that the
detector is sending a false alarm? You
could easily have a very small but erratic
leak that you can’t directly notice by
smell, and that could be setting off the LP-
gas detector, as it should. You should
take the trailer to a local dealer and have
a professional pressure leak-down test
performed. You may discover a leak that
your nose missed.

An LP-gas detector will trigger if it
senses the presence of other fumes as
well, not just LP-gas; so for example, if
you have a small dog with extra lower-in-
testinal-tract activity, it could be setting
off the detector if the dog is close by when
it lets fly. The hair dryer idea may work
temporarily, allegedly burning away some
HC or hydrocarbon deposits. However,
given the modest price of a new detector
from a reputable company that’s still in
business you’d be much better off to sim-
ply invest in a new-model LP-gas detec-
tor. Your safety is too important to cut
corners. — J.J. q
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HOOK-AND-LOOP
HELPER
Whenever we would spend time on the
road, I would return to a closet full of
shirts that had faff llen offff their hangers. ToTT
stop this, I placed two small strips of
hook-and-loop faff stener around the top
piece of the hanger.rr I foff und that using
the loop section works best, and it
doesn’t snag the material. Now, my
shirts stay on the hangers.

ToTT ny Bakekk r,rr Sparks, Nevada

DOGGY SPLASH
The water from my dog’s water dish
was always spilling onto the carpet,
meaning clean-up was a constant
chore. ToTT stop this, I cut down a 5-
gallon bucket to about three inches
above the dish. Aftff er placing the
dish into the bucket, the spills are
contained, saving my carpeting.
Now, I only have to empty the
bucket every couple of days.

Liz Jackskk on, Wichita, Kansas q

Illustrations By Bill Tipton

To send a submission to 
10-Minute Tech, write to 
2575 Vista Del Mar, Ventura, 
CA 93001. Please include an
illustration if applicable.
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IT’S AWRAP!

>

>

>

>10-MINUTETECH
A comppilation of tried-and-true tips From RVers
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CLASSIFIEDS
ACCESSORIES

HENSLEY ARROW - RECONDITIONED LIKE NEW
Guaranteed to Eliminate Trailer Sway.
Warranty and 60 Day Guarantee.
www.HensleyMfg.com  1-800-410-6580 x117.

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint —
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant — good to 300° F.  5-yr warranty.
800-467-7135  www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

AIR MATTRESSES
DESIGNED AND SIZED FOR RVs--Dual
adjustable, air sleep systems. Custom sizes,
money-back guarantee. Shipped factory
direct. www.bearbeds.com or 888-565-7211

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS 
FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401.
To sell 800-952-0401.
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED
THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS—Travel and
stay in RV parks FREE. Set your own income
selling advertising for RV parks. Up to 65%
commission. Call 1-800-832-3292. Full training.

GREAT JOBS IN GREAT PLACES! Experience
America one job at a time living the
Workamper lifestyle. Jobs in campgrounds,
parks, resorts, etc. For FREE BROCHURE &
subscription info. 800-446-5627
www.workamper.com

HOMES FOR SALE

Retama Village-Live Here, Play Here, Stay Here
At our exclusive 55+ active adult community in
the fabulous Rio Grande Valley of South Texas.
Large RV Sites, RV Port Homes and Single Family
Homes. Clubhouse, library, pools, fitness center,
billiards, hiking, biking, kayaking and birding.
RV Sites from the mid $40s. RV Port Homes from
$169,900. www.bentsenpalm.com 956-381-1500.

LUXURY NEW HOMES IN LAUGHLIN NV
50' RV Garages - 40' Boat Garages
3 Bedroom, 2 bath. Single Story. Energy Star.
Call 800-828-2744 or visit www.laughlinhomes.net

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES
AMERICAS-MAILBOX Forwarding in SD
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$ 
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect/866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com  Call us first!

PERSONALS
GENTLEMAN SEEKS NON SMOKING, SOBER LADY
Traveling campanion, no cats. 40' Silver Eagle.
Towed quad runner w/rm for tools & equip.
Semi-retired fabricator, mechanic & stunt man.
Jon Parker Ward, 661-256-3545, Southern CA.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

SELL YOUR RV FAST! Online at RVT.com.
15,000+ Customers Daily. 40,000+ Private
and Dealer Listings.  www.RVT.com  
Serving the RV Trade since 1999.
1.800.479.1099

ALL MOLDED FIBERGLASS TRAVEL TRAILERS
Lightweight, Aerodynamic, Self-contained,
Remarkably Spacious Floorplans, Exceptional
Storage. Call for a FREE Brochure.
CASITA TRAVEL TRAILERS • 1-800-442-9986

1999 TETON 40' GRAND, REAR BAY, OAK, TILE
Arctic pkg, sat, gen, Bose snd, new flt screen TV/DVD,
full timer, new all over, xlnt tires-brks. New full body
paint-stripes-lthr furn. $40K, 623-451-7121.

THE ORIGINAL, THE LIGHTWEIGHT LEADER
Starting at 1450 lbs., loaded with features.
Durable, most from 1970 still on the road.
TrilliumRV.com  775-443-8946 

RV REGISTRY
www.rvregistry.com
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners
No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers     800-546-8457

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES WANTED

DONATE RVS, BOATS, PLANES, CAR/TRUCKS,
REAL ESTATE, SECURITIES or other real
property. Receive an IRS tax receipt from a 
registered charity. International Ministry, 
800-871-1962. Email info@streamofgod.com

Campgrounds on the net! www.tldirectory.com
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Own a business? 
Have RVs or real estate to sell?

Reach Thousands of Potential Buyers!
If you’re an RV dealer/manufacturer or realtor, you can take advantage
of Trailer Life’s low commercial color photo classified rate! For only $349
per issue you can create an eye-catching classified ad with color photo
just like the four-line ad shown here. Minimum of four lines @ $66/line
(40 characters/spaces per line). Or run a logo with your ad in B/W ($95)
or color ($115); all commercial ad categories qualify for logo use.

Please direct your classified advertising requests to
jreweda@goodsamfamily.com or call 800-765-1912 ext. 392.

Private parties: Please refer to our classified advertising rate box.

ESTABLISHED FLORIDA RV RESORT.
Golf, tennis, clubhouse, boat docks and 2
swimming pools. Located on Turtle Bay inlet.
1 mile to ocean.  $2.5 million, ABC Realty.

ACTUAL SIZE

Run an ad
with color
for only
$349!
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CLASSIFIEDS >

Discover your RV is worth 
more than you ever dreamed!
Since 1975!
** Free Catalog **  800-351-6053
tracksrvtours.com

View Atlantic Canada’s mountains plunging
into the sea! RV national treasures 
like Alaska, the Grand Canyon, Glacier Natl
Park, Pacific NW, Oregon Trail, Great Lakes,
Old South. Celebrate Calgary, Mardi Gras,
Branson, Rose Parade! RV  S. Africa,
Australia. Form new friendships! Test a
bargain-priced Tracks Reunion, Since 1975!
Satisfaction 96%! ** Free  Catalog ** 
800-351-6053   tracksrvtours.com

TOW VEHICLES
FOR SALE

2010 M2-FREIGHTLINER, 300 HP! 15MPG!
Soundproof int, auto, all Air Ride, lthr, wood dash &
console, deluxe RV body, 33K LB RV rating. Huge tool
boxes. 888-838-6678, www.MountainMaster.net

2006 F350 DIESEL KING RANCH AUTO, 
4 Dr Dually, GPS, 60K mi, alloy wheels.
Tow package & hitches.
$29.9K. 623-221-2005.

2005 RAM LARIAT DIESEL DUALLY, 
6 spd manual, GPS, 62K mi, new tires, 
Amsoil oil. Tow package & hitches.
$27.9K. 623-202-9299.

RV CLUBS

LONERS ON WHEELS Singles Camping Club
www.lonersonwheels.com
Local Chapter campouts in USA & Canada
Rallies, Caravans & LOW Campground
1-866-LOW-CLUB • FREE Newsletter & Info      

SERVICES
AVOID SALES TAX ON RVs AND VEHICLES
Call to speak to a licensed MT attorney about
setting up an LLC. 10+ years of experience.
Heggen Law Office, P.C., Missoula, MT 
www.heggenlawoffice.com    888-777-5032

WHY IMPOSE ON FRIENDS?
Ask about our low cost personalized services:
15 years experienced • Mail and Vehicle Tags
1-888-494-4499  www.myhomeaddressinc.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
Pay no sales tax on your next RV. We have helped
clients legally save $1000s over the past 12 yrs.
Call Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504
& talk to a CPA for professional, friendly service
or visit us on the web at www.rvtax.com

ACTION SERVICES, LLC
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney
No Sales Tax in MT — Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance — For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price 
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net    

TOURS
ADVENTURE CARAVANS RV TOURS & RALLIES
Canada • USA • Alaska • Central America
Mexico • Greece • Europe • United Kingdom
Mexico RV Insurance  www.adventurecaravans.com
Free 86-page catalog  (800) 872-7897
Experience the Adventure, We’ll do the Rest!
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V-10 DIESEL TOUAREG SUV, 7K LB TOW RATING,
310 HP, 550 Torq, 4 X 4, air ride, 

GPS, std wheels, 38K mi. 

$29.9K. 623-451-7121.  

2005 RV HAULER MB ENG-ALLISON TRANS.
All Air Ride w/Custom Air Ride Susp, Rear seat/

bed. 42K mi. Great power & brakes. MM Air Ride

Hitch. 15-17 mpg. $64,900.  623-692-6008.

Use this form (or your own stationery) to submit your ad copy. 
Refer to Classified Ad Rates box for payment & mailing information.
Four-line minimum, 40 characters per line. Please count all letters,
numbers, punctuation and spaces.CLASSIFIED AD

Please note: our July issue will 
close on April 7. August will close
on May 9.

name:.................................................................................................................. address:...........................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

phone #:................................................................................ enclosed is $................................... run for..............................issues

❍ check #:....................❍ money order #:.............................. ❍ V/MC/Disc #...........................................................................

exp.:............................................... signature:..............................................................................................................................................

Mail: TRAILER LIFE Classified, P.O. Box 8510, Ventura, CA 93002-9912   Fax: (805) 667-4379 Email: Classifieds@TL.com

Please specify ad category:......................................................................................

2000 F-550 WESTERN HAULER, VERY CLEAN!
7.3 L diesel, only 86K mi, 94 gal fuel, Sony CD

& TV, 6 new Michelins, custom lthr & wood

interior, 5th hitch, side storage, rear air bags,

$22.5K.  719-429-1517.

WANTED: USED MOUNTAIN MASTER RV TRUCKS.

Please call if you need to sell your medium

duty RV truck or Teton 5th wheel. WE SELL TRUCKS.

623-221-2005, www.mountainmaster.net

TOW VEHICLE/TRAILER PACKAGES
FOR SALE

2006 M2 330 hp auto & 36' Teton Royal 
Trk-23K mi, GPS, lthr, Alpine snd, alarm.

Rv-7.5KW gen, inverter, solar, sat, king,

hy brk, hy level, arctic ins. 623-451-7121.

CLASSIFIEDS >

Campgrounds on the net!
www.tldirectory.com
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TRAVEL TRAILERS
& FIFTH-WHEELS FOR SALE 

2003 35' TRAVEL SUPREME IMMACULATE
2 AC, 3 slides, 3 axles, 2 TVs, 2 batteries,
garaged, oak cabinets, tinted glass, towed
6K mi. Air ride, king pin, never lube bearings.
$35K. 901-794-2281 TN.

Little Guy Teardrop Camping Trailer
12v-115, queen/king beds, sink/stove available
So Light Any Car Can Tow!   $4995
Web: www.golittleguy.com Call 877-545-4897

AMERICANA CUSTOM FACTORY ORDERED 5TH WHLS
Travel Bug 24 & 28 for HD 1/2 ton trucks.
Aerodynamic, 14.8 MPG towing-F350 Dsl! 
Full-time 4 season models to 40'. Equip’d LC
33/34 RK 3 slide incl hyd disc brakes - base
order $36.6K FOB Factory. Offer exp 30 days.
www.americanarv.com  800-552-5250

Eggcamper LIGHTWEIGHT AERODYNAMIC
EASY TOW MOLDED FIBERGLASS travel trailer
EASY CLEAN MOLDED INTERIOR
www.eggcamper.com, 616-437-9255

NEW 2011 Heartland Landmark Grand Canyon:
Only $66,900! Guar Best Price! Call for info.
865-521-9112. New units-Loaded. Cust order
avail no chg. View New/Used Units. rvs4less.net

AWARD® TRAVEL TRAILERS 
Parts-Service, Repairs & Restorations
Reburbished & Consignment Awards for Sale
Call: 905-774-9351    www.awardrv.com  

1999 NEWMAR MOUNTAIN AIRE 36' 5th whl
All fiberglass, mint cond, 2 S/O, rr LR, dually
whls, hydr disc brks, MOR/ryde susp, & much
more! Asking $17,900 OBO.  480-250-1169.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES

COMMERCIAL: Open to firms or individuals
advertising the sale or resale of a commer-
cial item or service. $66 per line, four-line
minimum, 40 characters and spaces per
line. For photo ad, limited to real estate and
RVs for sale, add $65 (for B/W or $85 for
color). Limit one photo per ad. For logo, add
$95 for B/W, $115 for color (all commercial
ad categories qualify for logo use). 5%
discount for six issues and a 10% discount
for 12 issues to our commercial advertisers.

RV CLUBS: For national or local RV owners
and enthusiast clubs or chapters soliciting
members. $40 per line, four-line minimum,
40 characters & spaces per line.

EVENTS: For national or regional RV ral-
lies, trade shows, expositions and other
events. $40 per line, four-line minimum,
40 characters and spaces per line.

PRIVATE PARTY: For individuals selling
personally owned items, such as an RV,
truck, auto, campground membership
resale. $27 per line, four-line minimum,
40 characters and spaces per line. No
charge for one phone number. For ad
with picture, add $50 for B/W or $65 for
color. No Polaroids, negatives or slides.
Prefer high-resolution digital files sent as
email attachments. Limit one photo per ad.

BOLDFACE & RED TYPE: The first line is 
boldface at no charge, add $5 per line for
additional boldface type.
For entire ad to appear in red type, add $50
for Commercial ads, $25 for Private Party ads.

HOW TO PLACE AN AD: Use our coupon,
your own stationery or send an email
with your ad. Please include your name,
address and phone number so we can
reach you if we have a question.

Deadlines for our next two issues are
shown on the order form in this section.
• EMAIL orders to:

jreweda@goodsamfamily.com
• FAX orders to: (805) 667-4379
• MAIL orders to:

Classified Ad Dept., Trailer Life
P.O. Box 8510
Ventura, CA 93002-9912

We accept checks, money orders, Visa,
MasterCard, and Discover. Please include
the expiration date, your signature and
address with credit card orders.

Ad Questions? Call (805) 667-4392.
NO TELEPHONE ORDERS, PLEASE.

STOP . . .
AND SHOP THE 
RV MARKETPLACE

You’ll find lots
of products to
accessorize your
RV and enhance
your RV lifestyle!

Turn to page 63
and let the
shopping begin!
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                                                          > RV MARKETPLACE

6600 W. Cleveland Ave., New Berlin, WI 53151

1-888-617-7333

Honda Generators
Super SaleSuper 

In Stock and
Ready to Ship

Honda Generator
Model #EU-2000i

$899
Free Shipping

Remote starter
available with thiss

generator $239
Honda Generator

Model #EU-3000iss
$1,799

Free Shipping
Full line of Honnda Generators in Stock

• Now Availabble: NEW #EU-6500is,
Pair of EU-2000’s and Parallel Cables $1979d P ll l C bl $1979

l #EU-1000Mode $679

Visit Us ONLINE NOW at
www.speedwaysales.com/Honda

FLIP DOWN. 
STEP UP.
Hands-free operation
Simple bolt-on installation
Die-cast alloy construction
300 lb. load rating
Call 1-800-315-9589 for a free brochure 
or visit us at amp-research.com/TL
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Eliminate Sag, Sway and Body Roll

Increase Vehicle Stability

Easy to Install - No Drilling

Maintenance Free - No Air Lines

Free Shipping!

tabilityehicle SIncrease V

Eliminate Sag, Sway and Body Roll

Air LinesMaintenance Free - No 

Easy to Install - No Drilling

Eliminate Sag, Sway and Body Roll

Kansas City, MO
(877) 225-5200 Toll Free

For optimum performance and safety, we recommend you read the owner's manual before opening
your Honda Power Equipment.  Connection of a generator to house power requires a transfer device 

to avoid possible injury to power company personnel.  Consult a qualified electrician.  
©2005 American Honda Co., Inc. 

Full Line Honda Dealer
Lightweight • Super quiet • Eco throttle • D.C. charging
Couple 2 units together to Double output

POWER EQUIPMENT
Get your back-up power now!

ALL NEW
Built-in Parallel Kit

In Stock Now!
EU3000isEU2000i &

EU2000i Companion

Free shipping continental U.S.

For info on 
advertising in this

section, please 
call or write:
Sue Seidlitz

530-346-6450
sseidlitz@

goodsamfamily.com
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RV MARKETPLACE > FOR INFORMATION ON MAIL-ORDER ADVERTISING RATES:
THE RV MARKETPLACE, P.O. BOX 8510, VENTURA, CA 93002

OR CALL (805) 667-4100 EXT 385
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There’s an APP
for That!
Just search

“Trailer Life”
in the

iTunes App Store

Buy single issues,
subscriptions and
even back issues.

POWER SOLUTIONPOWER SOLUTION
• Does your RV’s AC trip the breaker?
• Having other RV power problems?

Our Breakthrough product
solves these problems!

Patent 
Pending

903-225-1628
or 903-776-2913
Dealer inquiries invited.

Visit us at www.jtbmfg.com
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ARIZONA ARKANSAS

NEW MEXICO

DEALERS&DESTINATIONS >

US/CANADA

888-AT-PARKS
ArkansasStateParks.com

to reconnect.
U s e  ou r  h o o ku p s 

Lake Catherine State Park

• Apr. 2: Smokin’ Oldies Car Show

• Apr. 9: Desert Alive & Native Plant Show

• April 23: Easter Egg Hunt
• May 7: 6th Annual Cactus Carnival

www.cityofdeming.org
800-848-4955  • www.DemingChamber.com

ADVERTISERS’
INDEX

READER SERVICE ONLINE!

While every effort is made to maintain 
accuracy and completeness, 

last-minute changes may occasionally
result in omissions or errors.

ARRL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56
Aqua-Hot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25
B&W Trailer Hitches  . . . . . . . . . . . . .32-33
Banks Power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
Born Free Motorcoach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55
Camping World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16-17
Casita Enterprises Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14
Classifieds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59-62
Dealers & Destinations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65
DISH Network . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12-13
Dicor Corporation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52
Direct Sat TV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32
Direct Sat TV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50
Engel USA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .51
Essex Credit Corporation  . . . . . . . . . . .CV3
Florida Keys and Key West  . . . . . . . . . . .22
Ford Motor Company . . . . . . . . . . . . .CV2-3
Geico  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31
Good Sam RV Financing  . . . . . . . . . . . . .47
Hellwig Products  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57
Hensley Manufacturing Inc.  . . . . . . . . . .51
Hensley Manufacturing Inc.  . . . . . . . . . .53
iBall Hitch Cam  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53
Idaho Department of Commerce . . . . ....27
Insurance Products Marketing  . . . . . . . .14
Ketelsen Campers of Colorado . . . . . . 26
Lance Campers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .42
MOR/ryde  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54
nVision Tire Pressure 
Monitoring System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52
Northwood Mfg.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21
NuWa Industries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50
Orlando RV  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...66-67
Pace Edwards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54
Power Vision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54
Progressive Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
RV Buyer’s Guide  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
RV Direct  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49
RV Marketplace  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63-64
RVB Top 50  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34-35
Scamp Travel Trailers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56
Sea Eagle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
Sea Eagle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33
The Rally  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57
Thetford Corporation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CV4
Trailair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55
Transfer Flow Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56
Tri-Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

For FREE additional information on
products and services in this issue,
visit www.trailerlife.com/info
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Dallas/Fort Worth, it’s 59 percent.
Being number three in ice cream sales in the country says

a lot, knowing that the competition sells in 50 states. Blue Bell
sells in only 17.

When Paul Kruse was a kid, he hand cut rectangles of
vanilla ice cream, laid chocolate wafers on both sides and
wrapped the ice cream sandwiches in paper, one at time.
Those days are gone. Everything is automated now. 

I attended one of the public tours that happen here every
day. I watched a machine pack 100 pints of ice cream a minute.
Last year, 100,000 visitors made the tour, which ends in the
company store and ice cream parlor. I had a hand-dipped bowl
of Homemade Vanilla, the recipe for which is the company’s
only flavor secret.

Paul told me their biggest seller by far is Homemade Vanilla.
“Cookies ’n Cream comes in second,” he said. “We started by
buying Oreo cookies at retail from Nabisco. We had to open
each package and dump the contents into mixers. That got to
be a big project. Nabisco didn’t want to sell them in bulk, so
now we bake our own.”

The town of Brenham, population 14,000, dates to 1845
and it shows. Homes built in the last two cen-
turies depict the town’s early prosperity as a cen-
ter of agriculture. 

And it prospers still, as a place in a great
country where anything is possible – and where
they tell with hometown pride the story of the ice
cream first sold here from a horse-drawn buggy.

Welcome to America’s Outback. q

Bill’s e-mail address: roadscribe@aol.com.

Next month Bill will be in Kennicott, Alaska.

P aul Kruse runs the “little creamery in Bren-
ham.” His father did it before him, and his fa-
ther before him. It’s an only-in-America story
that began 100 years ago in the outback of

Texas, 70 miles northwest of Houston.
The farmers here, mostly German, Polish and Czech,

raised cotton and corn. They had a few cows to keep their fam-
ilies in fresh milk. But these cows, apparently pleased with
their Texas lifestyle, were producing more cream than the farm
families could use.

So the farmers decided to churn their excess into butter
and sell it — hence the little creamery in Brenham. A few years
into the deal, the creamery’s butter maker took it upon him-
self one day to hand-crank a mixture of cream, sugar and fla-
voring inside a wooden tub of ice. His tub of ice cream brought
raves among the butter makers. 

Probably basking in his newfound popularity, he began la-
boriously cranking out a couple gallons of ice cream a day.
What they didn’t eat at the creamery, they took into town in a
horse-drawn buggy. There it was spooned out from the tub, and
was always gone before it melted. From that experience, later
came a company slogan: “We eat all we can and sell the rest.”

Incidentally, the employee lunch room to this day has a
freezer full of help-yourself ice cream. 

The farmer-owners quickly learned that “Ice cream is the
happiest food in the world,” to quote Paul’s late uncle. In 1911,
they decided to invest in the machinery to make
ice cream and tag it with a rural Texas logo.

In 1930, they named the company Blue Bell
Creameries, after the native Texas wildflowers.
It’s now the country’s third-largest ice cream
maker with 250 products and a rotating menu of
45 flavors.

It’s available across the South — from the
East Coast to Arizona. It’s also on hand at Ameri-
can hangouts in Iraq and Afghanistan. Texas
pride being what it is, 62 percent of the ice cream
sold in Houston supermarkets is Blue Bell. In

BRENHAM, TEXAS
“THEY TELL WITH HOMETOWN
PRIDE THE STORY OF THE ICE
CREAM FIRST SOLD HERE”

Paul Kruse — president of Blue Bell 
Creameries and the third generation to run
Blue Bell — remembers the days when he
had to hand cut the ice cream sandwiches.

        AMERICA’S
        OUTBACK >

             by Bill Graves
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www.essexcredit.com/tl
866-377-3948

NEW - USED - REFINANCE

This has by far been the best experience that I have had applying for a loan. 
I wish I would not have taken the time to shop around. I would definitely 
recommend Essex Credit to all my family and friends!*

         

                       - Debbie (TX)

“
”

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF PROUDLY SERVING YOUR RV COMMUNITY!

RV LOANS MADE EASY!

*Your experience may differ.

Essex Credit makes it easier to realize your goal of RV ownership. As a national leader in recreational financing, we offer
RV loans with competitive rates and extended terms up to 20 years. Wherever you’re located, our RV Finance 
Specialists will be with you every step of the way - from initial application to post closing paperwork. Essex Credit is
committed to getting you approved quickly and easily, so you can hit the open roads!

- Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels & Slide-in Campers

- Pleasure use or Full-Timer

Solid & Dependable

Subject to loan program guidelines and credit approval. Restrications may apply. Other terms avaiable. Loan programs are subject to change without notice.

EQUAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITY LENDER 

Essex Credit Corporation, a wholly owned subsidiary of:

Check out our Refinance Specials!

Essex Credit Corporation, go to www.trailerlife.com/info
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Welcome to our digital edition of Trailer Life Magazine. This format
makes it easy for you to navigate the magazine and
provides direct links to Internet sites of our advertisers, our
TrailerLife.com Web site, and many Web sites to supplement our
editorial features.
We recomend viewing your digital edition of Trailer Life Magazine

in Adobe Reader for the best possible experience. You
can download Adobe reader free at Adobe.com

We recommend a Page Layout view of Two-Up (or Facing, depend-
ing on the version of Reader), however Adobe Reader provides
several options you may prefer.

We hope you enjoy reading our Digital Trailer Life magazine, and
we encourage your comments and suggestions to our editor at

kbunker@affinitygroup.com

• Click on the TrailerLife.com button to go directly to 
our Web site.
• Click on the User Guide button on any page to bring 
you back to this page.
• Click on the Contents button to take you to the Table 
of Contents page from anywhere in the magazine.

• When the hand icon changes to a pointing finger, it indi-
cates a link to a Web site or to another page in the magazine.

• Use the Zoom tool to zoom in on the page. Use the Zoom-

out tool and hold down the option (Macintosh) or Windows
key to toggle back and forth. 

• Click and drag using the Dynamic Zoom tool to infinitely
control the zoom.

Here are some tips on how to use Digital Trailer Life:
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