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Using a cover while your 
motorhome is off the 
road is a great way to 

protect your coach from 
weather, dirt and debris, 

and help maintain its 
showroom shine. 

Winnebago’s Revel 44E is a rugged Class B built for RVers in search of off-road excitement (see test on page 38). Photo by Michael Gordon.

complete with bar and dining area
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This is never more apparent than 
when relatives who we are accustomed 
to seeing dining at the kiddie table 
show up to the annual feast in their 
own motorhome. We can’t help but 
be warmed by the fact that they 
have patterned their interests in 
motorhome life after our own. “Why 
Wait?” beginning on page 24, is a great 
example of what happens when a 
younger generation breaks the mold 
and begins life in a motorhome early 
on. We’re sure you’ll fi nd many of the 
reasons they have chosen to do so are 
the same as yours were back in the day.

Eventually, the subject of connectiv-
ity will come up — but it’s more likely to 
be of the Internet variety rather than the 
towing type. The Internet is nothing new 
to any of us, but it’s indisputable that 
later generations rely on it more than in 
years past. And that’s a good thing. With 
Internet access and reliable Wi-Fi, being 
connected on the road allows us to 
conduct business, keep in contact with 
friends and family, watch our favorite 

TV shows and stream music. To get that 
reliable signal, installing a booster such 
as the Winegard ConnecT 2.0 featured 
on page 34 will minimize buffering on 
connected devices, resulting in stable, 
fast Wi-Fi performance (with the ability 
to improve cellular signals as well).

Vehicle choices also continue 
to evolve with newer generations. 
Four-wheel drive motorhomes have 
been around for many years, but Win-
nebago’s new Revel Class B is clearly 
designed for up-and-comers who prefer 
minimalistic design and adventure 
capabilities. But as you’ll read on 
“Revel With Me,” beginning on page 38, 
Winnebago has managed to fi t many of 
the familiar comforts of home in an ab-
breviated fl oorplan, making the Revel a 
good choice for all of us who enjoy life 
off the beaten path every now and again.

But there are some things RVers 

ON RAMP

Generations
By Kristopher Bunker
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Contributors | November

Ann Eichenmuller is a Virginia 
freelance writer who loves exploring 
the country with her husband, Eric, 
in their Minnie Winnie. Ann is the 
author of the novel Kind Lies (www.
hightidepublications.com).

Chris Hemer has been an RV 
journalist and photographer for 
nearly 20 years. An avid outdoor 
enthusiast, he enjoys camping, 
motorcycle riding, mountain biking 
and hiking.

Angela McLaughlin and her 
husband, Andy, have been married 
for eight years and have been living 
full time in their motorhome for 
three years. They love exploring new 
places together with their pets.

“ We’re sure you’ll fi nd many of the reasons they have 
chosen to (begin motorhoming) are the same as yours 
were back in the day.”

of all ages need to know, regardless 
of recreational pursuits or reliance on 
wireless technology. 

Towing a dinghy vehicle helps 
unlock a motorhome’s full potential, 
enabling owners to explore the sur-
rounding area freely without the need 
to break camp or rent a car. “A Strong 
Following” details the equipment 
necessary to dinghy-tow, from 
baseplates and tow bars to auxiliary 
braking systems. Turn to page 28 for 
more details.

A motorhome is a large investment, 
so it’s important to protect it as 
best you can. And, absent a climate-
controlled garage or storage facility, 
purchasing a quality RV cover is your 
best bet. A cover may seem like an 
extravagant expense at the outset, 
but the protection it affords from the 
elements — extreme temperatures, 
rain, snow and debris — will help 
you recoup your cash in short order. 
“Under Cover,” beginning on page 43, 
has you, well, covered. 

As we gear up for the most family-
centric time of year, take the time to 
celebrate the differences between 
generations, especially among fellow 
motorhome lovers who enjoy the 
lifestyle as much as we do. 

One thing we all love about the motorhome lifestyle is the ability 
to bridge generational gaps and connect with younger folks. 
Many of our most cherished memories are with our children 
— or grandchildren — and the freedom of traveling across 

the country and sharing experiences with family and friends is real-life 
scrapbook material. And, as the season kicks into full swing, it’s likely 
that we will spend the next few months in the comfort of those we love, 
young and not-as-young alike. 
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N E W  Y E A R  
same  M I S S I ON

At Newmar, we don’t just take the 
responsibility of handcrafting your 
coach seriously, we take it personally. 
Because our goal is not to win your 
trust, but to earn it, every single time 
you hit the road. And with 50 new  
floor plans available across our 2019 
lineup, there has never been a better 
time to experience the Newmar 
difference for yourself. 

S E E  O U R  E N T I R E  2 0 1 9  L I N E U P 
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Featured Letter

That’s the question we asked in the August issue, and here are some 
of the responses we received.

P.O. BOX FROM OUR READERS

Do you prefer staying at a corporate-style resort campground with 
expanded activities and amenities, or are you more likely to seek 
out a quiet mom-and-pop location for your motorhome travels?

Give Me the Good Life
We are new motorhome campers with 
just under 1 year of experience. We 
enjoy driving our 35-foot Georgetown 
Class A motorhome and towing our 
Lincoln MKZ AWD. I can say without 
a doubt that we prefer to stay at the 
resort-style campgrounds versus the 
quiet, old-style campgrounds. The 
second trip we took in our coach was to 
Hilton Head Island Motorcoach Resort 
in South Carolina. The resort has tons 
of activities and amenities. I feel that at 
some of the resorts that we’ve stayed 
at in the past (except Hilton Head), we 
were living in our RV. As my wife (who 
grew up camping in the ’70s with a 
pop-up style camper) says, it doesn’t 
feel like we are roughing it anymore 
by staying in these nicer sites that 
have concrete pavers or asphalt pads 
to park on. The pools and amenities 
make you feel like you’re staying at an 
upscale resort. That’s what we prefer, 
and there are many places to choose 
from. We’ve stayed at the mom-and-

On the Waterfront

all the resort-style amenities.
Mark and Danette Johnson
Spooner, Wisconsin

Doggie Dollars 
I’m wondering why campgrounds 
charge extra for dogs. I have two dogs, 
and this can tack $4-$10 a day onto 
my bill. There’s no way it costs a park 
that much in doggie bags or to clean up 
dog areas, since most dog owners have 
their own bags and use them. And, 
most dog areas are dirt or gravel — no 
watering required! Think about how 
much these parks make off of us RVers 
each day, and so many of these parks 
are already the more expensive ones.
Carol Moscatello | Arizona 

Whether we’re staying one night on our way to a destination or for a week of exploring, 
sightseeing and fun activities, one of the fi rst things we look for is water. We love a view and 
our favorite views are oceans, rivers, lakes and ponds. Whether the campgrounds are cor-
porate-owned or run by a third-generation family, we don’t have a preference. We faithfully 
use our Good Sam Road Atlas and our Good Sam Travel Guide to plan our trips. We pay 
close attention to the three-number rating system in the latter (the higher, the better). We 
go online and study the campground’s site map and look at their photographs. Rarely have 
we had an unpleasant stay, and we’ve made it to all 48 contiguous states, plus Alaska. We 
like a nice, safe, friendly campground, and we particularly like ones with a water view.
Mary and Willis Capo | St. Augustine, Florida 

pop locations, and while they are 
accommodating, it’s not what we’re 
looking for in our retirement travels.
Bob and Gail Long | Mount Airy, Maryland

Lounging Lakeside
My husband and I prefer mom-and-pop 
campgrounds to corporate. When we 
travel, we’re looking for a place near 
sightseeing attractions; we don’t spend 
much time at the campground itself. 
We have also found that some towns 
have city-owned campgrounds that are 
very nice. The ones we’ve stayed at are 
in Michigan and have been right on the 
shore of a lake. It’s quite a bargain to 
pay $31 a night and be able to get up in 
the morning and have my cup of coffee 
while looking at Lake Superior.
Cathi Meinecke | Via email

Time to Relax
My wife and I prefer to stay at the 
mom-and-pop locations or forest 
campgrounds. Generally, when we’re 
camping we are going sightseeing. We 
tend to use the campground as a place 
to relax after being out, and don’t need 

Send your comments to:
MotorHome, 2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email 
letters@motorhomemagazine.com 

Do you think campgrounds 
should charge extra for pets? 
Why or why not?

Question of the Month
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Anyone who has driven hundreds of miles and long hours recognizes the dangers of fatigue 
and distraction. In fact, it’s been shown that nearly 80% of crashes involve some form of 
driver inattention three seconds prior to the crash.1 The Mobileye Collision Avoidance 
System keeps you, your family, and your RV safer on the road by alerting you to potential 
dangers before they happen.

The System provides an ever-vigilant digital eye that scans the road ahead for common 
driving risks and warns you with visual and audible alerts a few seconds before. These vital 
seconds can mean the difference between a devastating collision and an incident entirely 
avoided or far less severe.

The world’s leading auto manufacturers including BMW, Ford, Honda, Volvo, and more, use 
Mobileye technology to make their vehicles safer. It may be the technology you’re already 
relying on in your own car. Shouldn’t your RV have similar safety features?

The System can be installed on almost any RV, even the one you already own. Find out 
how Mobileye can make your next road trip safer.

Call our RV Specialists at (877) 867-4900.

1. National Highway Transportation Safety Administration, 2015. 2. Daylight only. 3. Optional, not available for all vehicles.
© 2018 Mobileye Vision Technologies Limited. All Rights Reserved.

MAKE DRIVING 
YOUR RV SAFER
Mobileye® Collision Avoidance System 
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BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE!
Coach House motorhomes are sold direct from the 

factory — there is no middleman. The “Coach House 
Buying Experience” includes: personal attention from 
courteous employees; a generous trade-in allowance 

for your current RV; on-the-spot financing (for qualified 
buyers); and instruction in how to operate your new RV.

VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT 
See for yourself what makes a Coach House motor-
home so special. Visit our factory at I-75 exit 195 near 
Venice, Fla., where a knowledgeable salesperson can 
show you the latest Coach House models on display in 
our showroom. The showroom is open from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday–Friday or by appointment.

COACH HOUSE, INC. · 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE · NOKOMIS, FL 34275 (941) 485-0984 
TOLL-FREE AT 1-800-235-0984 · ONLINE AT CoachHouseRV.com

Since 1985, the Gerzeny family 
has been setting the pace in the 
downsized motorhome market, 

manufacturing luxury Coach House 
recreational vehicles at their family-run 
factory in Venice, Fla.

Fuel-efficient Coach House RVs, 
ranging from 23 feet to 27 feet, are 
available on either the Ford E-450 or 
Mercedes Sprinter chassis in a wide 
array of floor plans to fit your lifestyle.

At Coach House, our mission is 
simple: to build the best RVs in the 
industry. At the root of our quality is a 
patented one-piece shell, unique in the 
RV industry, that is less likely to leak, 
squeak or rattle over time.

Beyond the unique one-piece shell, 
here are some of the other factors that 

make the downsized Platinum and 
Platinum II your best motorhome value:
•  More standard features than any other 

motorhome in their class.
•  Decorator interiors with solid-surface 

countertops, hand-crafted cabinets, 
brand-name appliances, LED lighting 
throughout, HDTV, and more.

•  Choice of chassis: Ford E-450 (gas) or 
Mercedes Sprinter (diesel). 

•  Warranty service available nationwide 
for your peace of mind.

•  High ratings for ride and safety.
•  Coming soon — the new Platinum III, 

built on a diesel Ford Transit chassis.

What makes the Coach House Platinum 
unique? It starts with our patented 
one-piece hand-laid molded fiberglass 
body, specifically designed for either 
the Mercedes or Ford chassis. The shell 
is reinforced with carbon fiber and the 
interior is lined with insulation (R-18). 
The result? “The quietest motorhome 
I’ve ever driven,” according to FMCA’s 
The RV Doctor.

Meet the Family
Luxury downsized motorhomes,  
direct from our family to yours.

Mercedes
Class B

Mercedes
Class B+

Ford
Class B+

Ford Mercedes Mercedes

10 COACH HOUSE.indd   8/20/18   2:34 PM   - 10 -    (Cyan)10 COACH HOUSE.indd   8/20/18   2:34 PM   - 10 -    (Magenta)10 COACH HOUSE.indd   8/20/18   2:34 PM   - 10 -    (Yellow)10 COACH HOUSE.indd   8/20/18   2:34 PM   - 10 -    (BlacK)



ESCAPES

In 1908, Natural Bridges was named Utah’s fi rst National 
Monument. If our grandparents had visited back then, 
they would’ve ridden three days on horseback from 

Blanding, the nearest settlement. Fortunately for current 
visitors, it’s only a scenic 45-minute drive from Blanding in 
southeast Utah. 

The three natural bridges in the park were formed 
by the erosion of the Colorado River fl owing through the 
junction of the White Canyon and the Armstrong Canyon. 
The bridges, carved from sandstone, are named Sipapu, 
Kachina and Owachomo. 

Sipapu is the largest; its rounded opening and smooth 
sides could almost contain the dome of the U.S. Capitol. A 
45-minute, moderately strenuous hike with ladders, stairs 

and switchbacks allows visitors to enjoy the awe-inspiring 
view from beneath this bridge.  

Kachina, considered the “middle bridge,” is equidistant 
in the canyon from Owachomo and Sipapu, and second in 
size. In 1992, 4,000 tons of sandstone fell from the inside 
of the Kachina bridge opening, reminding us of the ever-
changing nature of these creations. 

Owachomo is the smallest and thinnest bridge, and 
thought to be the oldest. Since the bridges have eroded 
at different rates, their ages are diffi cult to ascertain. 
Owachomo is the most accessible bridge, just a .4-mile, 
30-minute round-trip hike from the parking area. 

For more information, call 435-692-1234 or visit www.
nps.gov/nabr

Change is Constant
Utah’s Natural Bridges National Monument provides a glimpse into the amazing power of erosion 

By Mary Zalmanek
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Above: Owachomo is the most accessible bridge from the parking area, although there are several sets of uneven stone steps on the .2-mile trail.

Spray-on Sampler 
A trio of products from 
AMSOIL designed to 
tackle tough RV cleaning 
duties. pg. 12
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WHEELS & GEAR
ESCAPES

Beat the Freeze
As the cold weather begins to 
settle in, many motorhome 
owners look to winterize their 
rigs, and that includes getting all 
the liquid out of the freshwater 
system before it freezes. One way 
to do that is with compressed 
air, and for those who own one 
of VIAIR’s popular 400P-RV or 
450P-RV infl ators, the company 
is offering a new winterization 
kit that includes a ¼-inch quick 
connector, a ¼-inch connector 
stud, a blow-out plug, a regulator and a pressure gauge. When paired 
with a VIAIR infl ator, the kit will help avoid costly springtime repairs from 
damaged water lines due to winter freezes. MSRP: $29.95.
VIAIR Corp. | 949-585-0011, www.viaircorp.com

SmartPlug, makers of high-quality 
replacement power cords and 
hardware for retrofi tting existing 
cords, has introduced service kits to 
prolong the life of the its shorepower 
products. Kits include a Female 
Connector Repair Kit, Female 
Connector Gasket Service Kit, Male 
Inlet Connector Repair Kit and Male 
Inlet Gasket Service Kit. All kits are 
compatible with previous-generation 
SmartPlug products and are available 
in 30-amp and 50-amp versions. 
MSRP starts at $21.
SmartPlug | 206-285-2990, 
www.smartplug.com

Smart Service

Pet Pail
Motorhome owners who travel 
with pets know that the accesso-
ries for their four-legged friends 
can take up a lot of storage space, 
not to mention the additional 
expense of purchasing bowls, 
toys and waste bags. Pet Partners 
Worldwide has an all-in-one 
solution called the Pet Pail. The 
Pet Pail is a self-contained tote 
that includes 10 must-have items for Fido: a leash (the 
shoulder strap), bowls, food storage, feeder bags, waste 
bag dispenser, collar (the handle), no-spill pet feeder, 
pet-food can covers and a wet-food cooler — all in a stylish 
heavy-duty plastic enclosure with rubberized edges. 
Extras include additional waste bags and a set of dedicated 
leashes. It comes with a 1-year limited replacement 
warranty. MSRP: $59.99.
Pet Partners Worldwide | https://mypetpail.com

Smart Service

Triple-play Protection
AMSOIL announces three new products designed to 
provide professional-strength cleaning capabilities. 
AMSOIL Mudslinger ($10.50) is a pretreatment specifi -
cally formulated to leave a nonstick surface that provides 
a protective layer of armor against the accumulation of 
mud, dirt and snow, which is said to make it easier when 
it’s time to clean off the debris. (Always fi rst apply to a 
small area on the surface to see how it reacts.) AMSOIL 
Engine Degreaser ($9) is said to be safe for removing tough 
grease, dirt and grime from engine surfaces. AMSOIL Glass 
Cleaner ($4.85) quickly cuts through grease and grime, and 
its ammonia-free formulation is safe on all glass including 
tinted windows, according to the company. 
AMSOIL | 800-777-8491, www.amsoil.com
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Camden, Tennessee

Pearls of Wisdom

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, California

Travelers along Interstate 40 in 
Tennessee have undoubtedly passed 
Exit 133 near the Tennessee River 
and wondered about the road 
sign announcing the Tennessee 
Freshwater Pearl Farm and Museum 
at Birdsong Resort. The destination 
in question is actually more than a 
museum about pearls — it’s the only 

Just 100 miles east of San Diego, California, is a 
delightful regional park with three naturally fed hot springs and a campground. 
The park — Agua Caliente County Park — is nestled in the Anza-Borrego Desert 
and spans more than 900 acres. Agua Caliente is a great place to meet up with 
RVing friends because the campground has more than 100 full- and partial-
hookup sites, and many of the sites can accommodate large motorhomes.

There’s an adult-only indoor spa/pool with Jacuzzi jets and 102-degree 
water, which is very relaxing. The outside pool is heated to around 90 degrees 
and gives bathers a great view of the surrounding desert and mountains. 
There’s also a children’s wading pool for the little ones.

In addition to the relaxing pools, there are numerous hiking opportuni-
ties in the park. For a little less strenuous activity, check out the horseshoe 
and shuffl eboard pavilion. Park rangers are very helpful in recommending 
activities, and have the requisite equipment to challenge your fellow RVers to 
an aggressive — or easygoing — contest.  
For more information, call 760-765-1188 or visit www.sdparks.org/content/
sdparks/en/park-pages/AguaCaliente.html — Morey Edelman

freshwater pearl-culturing farm in 
the U.S. This 58-acre recreational 
complex also has a 150-slip marina, 
26 rental cabins and a 50-site RV 
park, where many of the campsites 
are shaded and at water’s edge, and 
all provide partial hookups (some 
sites have full hookups).

The onsite museum is full of 
displays and information about 
freshwater pearls and the musseling 
industry. Among many other in-
teresting tidbits, we learned that 
mussels are used for culturing 
freshwater pearls and are native to 
the Tennessee River, and that the 
freshwater pearl is the offi cial gem of 
the state of Tennessee.
For more information, call 731-584-
7880 or visit www.tennesseeriver
pearls.com — James Richardson 
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Agua Caliente County Park

CROSSROADS
ESCAPES

888-847-7010

The Last LEAK 
You’ll Ever Have. . .
The Last ROOF 
You’ll Ever Need!

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 
Seams or Skylights 

• No Streaking • No Leaks...EVER!

100%
MAINTENANCE FREE

Call for FREE Information Kit 
www.rvroofingsolutions.com

Beautifully finished seamless roof

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 

MAINTENANCE FREE

Before

10 YEARS to get this

Beautifully finished seamless roof

3  DAYS to get this!

After

Booking appointments
November and December

Southern California, 
Arizona and Nevada
Franchises Available 

www.RVRoof ingFranchise.com

10 Year Material & Labor 
No Leak Guarantee
Work performed at 
   our location or yours

                                     Financing Available

  

Just 100 miles east of San Diego, California, is a 
delightful regional park with three naturally fed hot springs and a campground. 
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The easiest braking system 
to use.  Nothing to put in or 
take out.  Nothing to set up.

Trickle charges your battery 
while towing.  Invisibrake 
will NOT cause a dead 
battery.

Energizes your car's power 
brakes so you receive the same 
power brakes while towing as 
driving.

Audible alarm warns of 
extended braking or emergency 
breakaway.

Connects in under a minute for 
rock-solid, reliable braking.

Extremely durable and long 
lasting.  No circuit boards or 
computers to fail.Perfect for all coaches with 

air brakes and works on all 
cars with power brakes.

The most responsive and 
proportional system as it uses 
the RV’s own air brakes to 
activate.

An easy in, easy out 
proportional, portable 
system.

Includes a wireless monitor 
for the RV, so you always 
know your braking status.

Sleep mode prevents a dead 
battery.  Wakes up for panic 
stops or breakaway.

It can brake with every stop, 
medium stops or only panic 
stops.  You choose.

roadmasterinc.comRoadmaster, Inc., Circle 122 on Reader Service Card
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50 YEARS OF MOTORHOME

“‘There’s no place like home for the holidays …’ especially when 
that home is an elegant motorhome which lends itself to intimate 
entertaining in tasteful surroundings.” Apart from borrowing from 

the popular holiday tune to strike a merry cord, the November 1977 issue of 
Motorhome Life & Camper Coachman evokes another feeling so prevalent 
this time of year: gratitude, or more apropos to the season, being thankful. 
Our lifestyle affords us the opportunity for the ultimate in freedom, travel and 
recreation, and MotorHome magazine continues to highlight many of the wonders 
of — and reasons to be thankful for — owning a motorhome.

In this season of holiday feasts, 
we must give thanks for campsite 
delicacies, including traditional Thanks-
giving dinners, highlighted in “Turkey on 
the Barbie” in the 2001 issue.

And, we are grateful for staying 
connected with others while on the 
road, made possible by cellular, Internet 
and Wi-Fi technologies that allow us 
to conduct business and enjoy home 
entertainment. “Are You Smart Enough 
for a Smartphone” in the 2011 issue 
is one example, 2014’s “Give Your TV 
a Ph.D.” is another. For a way to boost 
the reliability of cellular and Wi-Fi 
signals alike, this month’s “Making 
the Connection,” on page 34, detailing 
Winegard’s ConnecT 2.0 should offer 
improved performance, a reason to be 
thankful we can all get behind. 

Pages From the Past
Retracing MotorHome’s November issues over the years

We give thanks for the ability 
to travel the country from coast to 
coast, and beyond, such as when the 
1979 issue featured a special section 
devoted to motorhome travel in Europe 
(and an ’88 feature on celebrating 
Thanksgiving in Baja, Mexico). 

We say thank you for the opportunity 
to help make a real, positive difference 
in the world, such as the ’83 issue (and 
another in ’99) with features on foster 
care and more-accessible motorhomes. 

We are thankful for the evolution 
of the motorhome itself, including the 
glut of Toyota-based coaches on the 
road in the 1980s-90s, which included 
the 1986 Micro Minnie Winnebago 
spotted on the cover of the ’86 issue.

Our thanks go to variety, the true 
spice of life, as apparent in the 1991 issue 
pitting two Tiffi n Allegro Bay motorhomes 
against one another; both were 32-foot 
Class A’s, but one was powered by a gas 
engine and the other via diesel.engine and the other via diesel.

thankful we can all get behind. 
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FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 1.844.4PALARV (1.844.472.5278)
Pala RV Resort: 11042 Hwy 76, Pala, CA 92059 • PALACASINO.COM
Please Gamble Responsibly. Gambling Helpline 1-800-522- 4700

100 Full-service sites
• Grass Lawns and Picnic Tables
• 77 – 30’ x 55’ Back-In-Sites 
• 6 – 30’ x 60’ Luxury Sites with BBQ Grills
• 17 – 30’ x 70’ Pull-Through Sites
• 20-30-50 Amp Power
• Electric, Water & Sewer Hook-ups
• Free Wi-Fi & Cable TV
• Restrooms & Showers
• Key Card Access to Amenities
• 24-hour Security Patrol
• Propane Fuel Available
• Free Shuttle to Casino

Indoor amenities
• Games, Billiard Table, Card Tables    •  3 Flat-Screen TVs

Outdoor amenities
• Heated Pool    •  5 BBQ Grill Areas    •  Table Tennis
• Horseshoe Pit    •  Fenced Dog Park

For additional charge
• Clubhouse with 2 Kitchens    •  Laundry (24 Hours)
• 3 Pets Per RV ($5/Pet – 7-Day Restrictions)
• Early Check-In/Late Check-Out (Based on Availability)

          Your next great vacation. The votes are in, and the Pala Casino RV 
Resort has been named one of the best places to spend your vacation. Come 
discover fun and excitement in the foothills of the Palomar Mountains. You’ll 
enjoy comfort, fantastic amenities and unbelievable views. This luxurious RV 
Resort has a heated pool and 2 spas, and it is just a short shuttle ride to the 
four-diamond Pala Casino Spa and Resort. 
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Lightweight aluminum.  31 lbs. 
Easy to carry and easy to hook up.

7,500 lb towing capacity.
Safety cables included.  

3 year warranty.

Ascent™

Sturdy all steel construction with the 
capacity to tow heavier vehicles.

10,000 lb towing capacity.
Safety cables included.  

3 year warranty.

Avail™ Alpha™

Sturdy all steel construction 
built to tow medium sized vehicles.

6,500 lb towing capacity.
Safety cables included.  

3 year warranty.

Curb Appeal.  Convenience.  Safety 

Patented, non-binding 
latches, quickly 
disconnect in 
any terrain.

Our premium powder 
coat accents and 

complements 
your coach. 

Our longer, premium 
tow bars, give you 

smoother towing and 
more room for turns.

Rubber boots 
protect the legs 

from damage caused
by road grime.

®

“I used my Blue Ox tow bar for the fi rst time. Wow, I love it! So much easier than 
the tow dolly. Thanks for a great product, and the baseplate on my GMC Canyon
 is awesome too!”     
       —Terry Kirkpatrick

Blue Ox, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card
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Heading south along the Oregon coast in my motorhome, I 
lucked out with an extended period of mild fall weather, so I 
decided to stop at some of the state park campgrounds and 

tour the lighthouses nearby. 
I wanted to fi nd a temporary home base that was as close to the 

beach as possible, so my fi rst stop was Cape Lookout State Park in 
Tillamook County. The campground there is right across the road 
from a big, beautiful sandy beach, and has some good-size campsites 
with full hookups. When I encounter nature’s beauty and modern con-
veniences, that’s what my RV dreams are made of!

Most of the 200 sites in the four different loops don’t have 
hookups of any kind, but 38 have full hookups and there is an RV 
dump station at the front. All pads are asphalt, and being built in the 
1950s, some sites are a little snug, but some can fi t motorhomes in 
excess of 50 feet long. The state park reservation page and site map 
give the length of each campsite, making it easy to fi nd your fi t. 

I enjoyed daily walks to the sparkling beach and long walks on the 
sand, where the sunsets were nothing short of awe-inspiring. When 
I could fi nally tear myself away from the ocean, I headed out to see 
what the surrounding area had to offer.

GETAWAY

Coastal Oregon Escape

By Malia Lane

The Three Capes Scenic Route dazzles with lighthouse 
tours, classic sunsets and a famous cheese factory

Cape Lookout is only about 10 miles from the 
town of Tillamook, so if you agree with me that 
cheese is the food of the gods, don’t miss a tour 
of the Tillamook Creamery (www.tillamook.com). 
You can see down to the massive factory fl oor 
of this award-winning, family-owned dairy and 
watch the process from curds to whey of making 
and packaging the cheese. They also have a Food 
Hall where you can get delicious grilled cheese 
sandwiches (of course), so it was hard for me 
to leave room for their famous ice cream, but I 
managed. 

Properly stuffed, I took off for Capes Meares 
State Park and Cape Kiwanda State Natural Area, 
which, with Cape Lookout, make up the Three 
Capes Scenic Route. This 40-mile byway used to 
be a loop, but the road is closed just north of Cape 
Meares due to a mudslide, with no estimate for 
reopening. 

Cape Meares State Scenic Viewpoint has 
a 38-foot-tall lighthouse that has the distinc-

Getting There   
To begin your tour of the Three Capes Scenic Route from the south, take U.S. Highway 101 to Brooten Road. At 
Pacifi c Avenue, make a left and then turn right onto Cape Kiwanda Drive. From the north, take U.S. 101 to State 
Route 131 west (Netarts Highway) to Cape Meares Loop, which becomes Bayshore Drive.

THREE CAPES SCENIC ROUTE

The tide pools at Cape Kiwanda provide an informative and 
entertaining backdrop for all ages. 
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tion of being the shortest lighthouse 
in Oregon. I never thought I’d call a 
lighthouse “cute” but that’s what I 
thought when I saw this one. Plus, 
the expansive views and potential 
for wildlife viewing, including whale 
watching in December and January, 
make this a worthy trip.

After touring the lighthouse (open 
May through September only), don’t 
miss the short but sweet Octopus 
Tree trail from the parking lot. When 
you get to it, you’ll easily understand 
where the tree got its name. The 
stubby base of the ancient tree is 
nearly 50 feet in circumference and it 
has no central trunk. Its low-growing 
branches look like tentacles reaching 
way out before turning upward at 
105 feet tall. There is some debate 
over whether it was natural forces 
or Native Americans that shaped 
this huge Sitka spruce, which was 
once featured in Ripley’s Believe It 
or Not and estimated to be 250 - 300 
years old. The tree was designated an 
Oregon Heritage Tree in April 2009. 

But before or after getting to the 
lighthouse parking lot, be sure to 
stop at the parking area above it for 
the 1⁄4-mile trail to Big Spruce. It’s 
really hard to see in a photograph how 
massive this old guy is. The informa-
tion sign states: “This Sitka spruce 
was designated the state champion 
in 2008 for being the largest of its 
species in Oregon. Standing 144 feet 
tall, 48 feet in circumference and 15½ 
feet in diameter, it is estimated to be 
750 to 800 years old.” It was an honor 
to make his acquaintance.

GETAWAY
COASTAL OREGON ESCAPE

A “secret” tunnel on Oceanside Beach during 
low tide offers a different perspective of 
Three Arch Rocks. Right: Cliffside Heceta 
Head Lighthouse makes an impression from a 
distance on U.S. Highway 101.

A beautiful view of Three Arch Rocks National Wildlife Refuge from the beach at Cape Lookout. 
Three Arch Rocks consists of three large and six smaller rocks, and totals 15 acres.

Cape Meares is right outside 
the town of Oceanside, and since I’d 
heard about the tunnel you could 
walk through to get to a “secret” 
section of Oceanside Beach at low 
tide, I wanted to check that out. It’s a 
little tunnel in both length and width, 
but going through it gives a different 
perspective of Three Arch Rocks 
from what I’d seen from the beach 
at Cape Lookout. It’s definitely worth 
the trek, but pay attention to the sign 
at the entrance into Oceanside that 
warns against driving RVs there. It’s 
a little town with tiny streets and I’d 
hate to try to turn around there in my 
motorhome, so I was glad to be in 
my dinghy vehicle. There is adequate 
parking for large RVs in the parking 
lot at Cape Meares, however.

Cape Kiwanda was the third 
cape I visited and although it’s the 
smallest on the route, it turned 
out to be my favorite. The beach 
is expansive and glorious, and the 
wave action powerful, and watching 
the tide pools fill and empty was 

endlessly fascinating. Although 
almost impossible to choose, I’d have 
to vote for this as the site of the most 
amazing sunset I’ve ever seen. 

It was a definite plus to be able 
to sit on the deck at Pelican Pub & 
Brewery (https://pelicanbrewing.
com) beachside, sipping micro-brew 
beer and snacking while waiting for 
the colors to deepen and the show 
to begin. I wound up meeting some 
other RVers, as well as friendly local 
folks, and it was really great to laugh 
and talk with them. Even for the 
residents who had been here many 
times, these kind of experiences 
never get old.

I loved catching the sun in the 
middle of the hole made by the 
“handle” of Haystack Rock, which is 
located about a mile offshore from 
Pacific City. There is also a more 
well-known sea stack with the same 
name in Cannon Beach, but this one 
was plenty for me. I stood there, 
mesmerized, watching 
the sun’s descent 
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Top: The view from Cape Meares Lighthouse 
is stunning. Above: The campground at Carl 
Washburne offers wooded, private sites and a 
short walking path to the beach.

into the ocean, sometimes strolling 
along getting different perspectives 
before the main light disappeared into 
the horizon, but still leaving deep and 
intense flashes of color across the 
sky. I don’t enjoy driving at night, but 
I couldn’t pull myself away from the 
beach until the last speck of color and 
light had faded.

My next stop was the campground 
at Carl G. Washburne Memorial State 
Park, about 100 miles south. I had 
heard that this is one of the lesser 
known — but most expansive and 
beautiful — beaches along the Oregon 
coast. That was enough to convince 
me to spend a few days at the park to 
give me a chance to really check it out.

Even though you can drive across 
U.S. Highway 101 to access the 
beach and day-use area, I say don’t 
skip the short walking path from 
the campground. The shapes and 
textures of the lush green mossy trees 
were dappled with sunbeams on the 
morning I visited, and I felt like I had 

entered an enchanted forest. 
I love a beach with interesting 

features like driftwood, and there was 
a good amount of that here. I don’t 
think you could ever get bored simply 
watching the changing light and 
movement of the water on the sand 
and the beautiful patterns it makes.

The campground is relatively small 
and heavily wooded. There are 41 
full-hookup sites and 14 with partial 
hookups. I really enjoyed the generous 
space between neighboring sites 
here. The nights were dark and quiet, 
but a bonus is that you can hear the 
pounding of the surf sometimes even 
though the campground is across the 
highway from the beach. 

I couldn’t get Internet or cellphone 
reception in the campground, although 
across the road at the day-use area, 
I was able to get a signal. I was also 
unable to get a satellite TV signal from 
my rooftop dish, nor could I get local 
channels from the antenna. I’m so 
used to being constantly connected, I 

www.demco-products.com/rv-towing • 800.543.3626

MAKERS OF AWARD-WINNING TOW BRAKING SYSTEMS & TOW BARS
WE’VE GOT YOUR BACK
TOWING SOMEWHERE?

 •  Engineered for diesel RVs with air brakes
•  Zero setup time to tow
 •  SMI-exclusive integrated breakaway system
 •  Fully transferable to a new vehicle
 •  100% proportionate braking
 •  Meets chassis warranty & Federal D.O.T. / FMVSS 

requirements
 •  Patented actuator helps your RV and towed vehicle 

brake as one

WHY AIR FORCE ONE WHY STAY IN PLAY DUO
•  Engineered for gas RVs with hydraulic brakes 
• Zero setup time to tow
 •  SMI-exclustive integrated breakaway system
• Unique dual-signal activation
 •  Patented actuator helps your RV and towed vehicle 

brake as one
 •  Fully transferable to a new vehicle
 •  G-Force controller lets you adjust braking power

DIESEL BRAKING SYSTEM GAS BRAKING SYSTEM

 AIR FORCEONE  STAY IN PLAYDUO
by Demco

DEMCO VICTORY SERIES TOW BARS

9511008 – Dominator™
• Weighs only 30 lbs.
• Tows up to 7,500 lbs.

9511009 – Excali-Bar II™   
• Weighs only 46 lbs.
• Tows up to 10,500 lbs.

9511010 – Commander™   
• Weighs only 41 lbs.
• Tows up to 6,000 lbs.

9511008 – Dominator™ 9511010 – Commander™   9511009 – Excali-Bar II™   

have to admit I felt a bit of technology 
withdrawal. But I had to laugh at a 
comment I heard from one of the 
campers I met, “This is camping like 
it was meant to be — leave all that 
technology at home.” As a full-time 
RVer, I think I want different things 
from weekend RVers. I enjoy being out 
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DOES YOUR INSURER 
ONLY SEE HALF OF  
YOUR RV?
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new policyholder reported data from November 1, 2015 to November 1, 2016. ©2018 Good Sam Insurance Agency. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam 
Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GSI55358 - 0718

We represent the  
nation’s top RV specialty carriers!

FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE AND CAMPING WORLD  
MERCHANDISE CERTIFICATE:

Call: 1-866-542-8215 and mention savings code TD-8U  
Visit: GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/8U

GET A$10 CAMPING WORLD  
MERCHANDISE  
CERTIFICATE

WHEN YOU GET A QUOTE
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Oregon State Parks 
800-551-6949, www.oregonstateparks.org

Three Arch Rocks National Wildlife Refuge 
www.fws.gov/refuge/three_arch_rocks

800-815-2159 | rvistore.com

Your perfect combo for 
flat towing.

exploring during the day, but I want 
my TV and Internet at night. So if you 
really want to get away from the usual 
noisy hustle and bustle and you like 
big, private sites in a shady, woodsy 
setting, this is the place for you. 

Heceta Head Lighthouse State 
Scenic Viewpoint is only a 5 minute 
drive south from Carl G. Washburne 
Memorial State Park and I read 
that this is the most photographed 
lighthouse on the Oregon coast. True 
or not, I always enjoy visiting light-
houses. While some people might see 
them as quaint memories of the past, 
lighthouses are critical for keeping 
seagoing traffic safe.

The light’s Fresnel lens from 
England was first lit in 1894 and the 
last light keeper left in 1963 when 
it became automated. I met some 
RVers working as interpreters at 
the lighthouse; it’s always interest-
ing to hear about the history and the 
families who lived such isolated lives 
and how difficult travel was to these 

remote locations back then.
These days, it’s an easy 1⁄2-mile 

paved walk from the parking lot, 
and along with some amazing views, 
you’ll pass what’s left of the housing 
quarters of the early assistant light 
keepers. It’s now a bed and breakfast 
and, apart from the area outside 
the base and the ground floor of the 
tower, is not open for public tours. I 
absolutely loved the beautiful Queen 
Anne-inspired Victorian design, and 
since it’s rumored to be haunted by 
ghosts of prior residents who don’t 
seem to want to leave, I guess they 
love it, too. If the assistant house was 
that beautiful, I thought it a shame 
that the main house for the head light 
keeper has been torn down.

The interpreters told me about a 
little path from the lighthouse that led 
up to a higher view of the lighthouse 
looking down, and what a great tip 
that was. From here I could see the 
light rotating and hear the waves 
pounding and crashing on the rocks 

GETAWAY
COASTAL OREGON ESCAPE

like the boom of cannon fire.
In contrast to the shortest at Cape 

Meares, the tower here is 56 feet tall 
and the light is rated as the strongest 
on the Oregon coast. It sits atop the 
1,000-foot-high Heceta Head and can 
be seen 21 miles from land.

By the time I got through exploring 
these wonderful state parks and 
scenic attractions, the infamous winter 
weather of the Oregon coast was 
threatening and it was time for me 
to head farther south, and inland, to 
escape the wind and growing cold. But 
I’ve already earmarked some other 
parks, sites and trails for a return visit. 
There’s a whole lot more to see just 
on the Three Capes Scenic Drive, and I 
don’t think it’s possible to get enough 
of the Oregon coast! 
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WITH MORE FEATURES THAN EVER AND 
UNLIMITED VERSATILITY, MOTORHOMES 
ARE GREAT FOR TRAVELERS OF ALL AGES 

By Angela McLaughlin

Many people outside of the motorhome 
lifestyle have it fi rmly placed in their minds 
that motorhomes are exclusively for retired 
couples fi nally getting the opportunity to 

travel — but this couldn’t be more wrong. Traveling the 
country in a motorhome isn’t something to wait for until 
after retirement. Our popular pastime continues to gain 
momentum with many different age groups, from families 
or young couples looking to explore to adventurers who use 
their motorhome as a mobile offi ce and more. 

There are several motivators behind this, and we’ve put 
together a list of a few of the top reasons why motorhomes 
offer great travel options for every generation. 

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY  
It all seems to come down to the green stuff. Have you ever 
started planning a trip somewhere, only to be discouraged 
by the rising cost of travel? Airfare, hotels, dining out — it all 
adds up quickly, and before you know it, you’ve talked yourself 
out of taking a much-needed vacation, perhaps trading it in for 
a milder version of what you’d actually like to do.

Traveling in a motorhome is a great alternative to tradi-
tional travel methods, and it may end up being more cost-

effective for long-distance trips — especially if traveling 
with a group. Vacations with family and friends are easier 
on the pocketbook if you can split the cost of fuel and bring 
your hotel room with you, particularly if the goal is to visit 
multiple destinations. 

As we all know, the price of campgrounds is far less 
than a hotel room — plus you have options of where 
you want to stay. Perhaps you prefer to be secluded, 
surrounded by trees, nature and outdoor activities. Or 
maybe you’d rather stay in an RV park that offers many of 
the same amenities of a hotel, such as Wi-Fi and cable. 
Whatever your preference, there is a campground for you. 

The ability to cook your own meals on the road instead 
of going out to eat all the time or living out of a hotel mini-
fridge is yet another perk to traveling in a motorhome. For 
those with diet restrictions, there is the added benefi t of 
being able to bring food with you instead of struggling to 
fi nd appropriate meals on the road. 

Traveling in a motorhome allows you the option of bringing your 
pets along for the adventure.

WHY 
WAIT?
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can add up quickly. Motorhomes offer 
the convenience of extra storage space, 
so you don’t need to decide between two 
pairs of shoes. 

We love to be surrounded by our 
creature comforts, and motorhomes 
allow you to do just that. From stacks of 
your favorite books to board games and 
more, there are easy ways to personal-
ize the inside of your motorhome while 
bringing your favorite things with you. 
Many rigs even have space to satisfy your 
need for outdoor hobbies — you can pack 
bikes, kayaks, paddle boards, scuba gear 
and more, stopping for an adventure 
whenever it catches your fancy. 

Motorhomes are truly the original 
“tiny house” and the original version of 
“glamping” (a term used to describe 
the combination of glamor and 
camping, or camping in luxury). 

CAMPGROUND ACTIVITIES 
From secluded pads in the middle of 

FURRY FRIENDS
If you’re anything like me, traveling 
without your pets can leave your heart 
aching — especially if you don’t have 
a trustworthy pet-sitter. And if you’ve 
ever tried to book a fl ight with your 
dog, you know the frustration and 
worry that can go into the decision. 

With attitudes shifting from looking 
at dogs and cats as just pets to more 
like family members, many have a 
hard time leaving home without them. 
Traveling in a motorhome allows you 
to bring your pet(s) with you in the 
comfort of a traveling, temperature-
controlled house, so you can keep 
them out of doggy daycare and by 
your side for the adventure. And who 
doesn’t want to share their adventure 
with their favorite four-legged friend? 

BELONGINGS AND HOBBIES 
Pets aren’t the only thing you can take 
with you on the road — your belongings 
and hobbies can make the trek as well. 
Trying to fi t all the necessities into one 
suitcase can be a headache, and with 
many airlines changing their policies 
and pricing for baggage, the expenses 

nowhere with no hookups to fi ve-star 
RV resorts, travelers are able to fi nd 
it all on the road these days. Many 
campgrounds offer fun activities in 
addition to a place to rest your head 
(and vehicle). 

Filled with miles of hiking and 
biking trails, swimming beaches and 
fi shing spots, owning a motorhome 
allows for a little bit of everything for 
the outdoor enthusiast. And for those 
who don’t want to step foot much 
farther away than the front door, you 
can enjoy yard games such as ladder 
golf, cornhole and horseshoes — and 
don’t forget those evenings spent 
around the campfi re. Many camp-
grounds are adding pickleball courts 
and disc-golf courses, the latter of 
which allow people to get out and 
explore while playing a game they love. 

In addition to these enjoyable 
activities, some campgrounds also 
host fun events for visitors to partake 

“OUR POPULAR PASTIME CONTINUES TO GAIN MOMENTUM 
WITH MANY DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS, FROM FAMILIES OR 
YOUNG COUPLES LOOKING TO EXPLORE TO ADVENTURERS 
WHO USE THEIR MOTORHOME AS A MOBILE OFFICE.”

Traveling in a 
motorhome is a 
great way to bond 
with friends and play 
your favorite games. 
Motorhomes provide 
space to bring your 
hobbies on the road 
— so you can carry 
your book collection 
wherever you go.
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in, from star-gazing parties to live music to cave tours to 
nature seminars — just to name a few. And some RV parks 
offer these events free of charge. 

CONNECT WITH NATURE 
Many of us live fast-paced, busy lives, and vacations can be 
our way to unwind. Getting up close and personal with wildlife 
can be a life-enhancing experience, and may even bring out 
the hidden birdwatcher or photographer in you! Traveling in 
a motorhome not only provides the comforts of home but the 
chance to get away from the hustle and bustle of everyday 
life. The seclusion of nature combined with the comfort of a 
real bed — that’s a combination we can all get behind! What 
more can you ask for than to step out your front door into the 
beauty of the outdoors after a good night’s sleep?  

Motorhomes are also a great way to tour state and 
national parks, historic monuments and more. Whether you 
have a beachfront parking spot with views of the ocean, a 
private place tucked into the trees or something in between, 
you are sure to find the rest and relaxation you are looking 
for — all in the comfort of a motorhome. 

Motorhomes provide a more affordable way to see and stay in places 
that might have otherwise been unavailable to you, such as the 
Redwoods National and State Parks. Many campgrounds now offer a 
variety of outdoor activities, like disc golf. This course at Farragut State 
Park in Idaho is one of a few 18-hole courses on the property.
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It’s a fact: an automobile isn’t a trailer.
That may seem elementary, but a lot more goes 

into towing an automobile safely and reliably than does 
a trailer. Consider that a trailer was designed from the 

outset to be towed; all it really requires is the correct 
hitch, and perhaps a sway-control device — then simply 
plug the wiring harness into the tow vehicle, and you’re 
off. By contrast, an automobile is meant to be driven; it 
has no hitch, and no harness to plug into the motorhome 
to power-up the brakes, charging system and lights. To 
confound things further, some vehicles require more steps 
than others to prepare them for towing, and many still 
require the removal of one or more fuses and/or discon-

necting the battery to prevent discharging while being 
towed. Indeed, bringing the family vehicle along for your 
journeys can require commitment as well as equipment.

Without a roadmap as to what your dinghy vehicle 
will require, or what components are available, properly 
outfi tting it can be a challenge. So, we’ve put this compre-
hensive guide together that spells out the process, in order, 
and provides some suggestions as to where you can fi nd 
the products mentioned. Granted, there are a lot of choices 
out there, but by perusing this guide fi rst, you can become a 
more-informed shopper and decide what products best fi t 
your needs, budget and preferences. After all, you’d probably 
rather spend your spare time traveling than shopping.

TOWING A DINGHY VEHICLE BEHIND YOUR MOTORHOME IS A P OPULAR CHOICE FOR
TRANSPORTATION ONCE SET-UP IN AN RV PARK. HERE’S HOW TO O UTFIT AND PROTECT IT.

A STRONG FOLLOWING

BASEPLATES
The baseplate is the equivalent of a 
hitch receiver on a tow vehicle — but 
since every vehicle is different, manu-
facturers may offer hundreds to choose 
from. First and foremost, make sure 
that a baseplate is available for the 
vehicle you plan to tow, and research 
what is involved with the installation. 
Some baseplates bolt on easily with few 
modifi cations required, while others 
require the removal of the vehicle’s 
front fascia and/or modifi cations (read: 

cutting/trimming) to the grille, bumper 
mask, etc. Obviously, this will not only 
infl uence your choice, but also your 
budget, since you will likely be paying a 
shop to perform the installation. Blue 
Ox, Demco and Roadmaster all offer an 
extensive line of baseplates, and have 
fi t lists to determine if a baseplate is 
available by simply entering the year, 
make and model of the vehicle. Instal-
lation instructions are also available for 
download so you can understand how 
much work is involved. It’s important 

to note that not all companies offer 
the same baseplates, and designs may 
vary as well (for example, one design 
might be essentially hidden from view, 
another exposed), so make sure you 
shop each company’s website to fi nd 
what works best for you.

TOW BARS
While it would seem like this is a fairly 
straightforward choice, there is a 
wide selection of tow bars available 
from companies like Blue Ox, Demco, 
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TOWING A DINGHY VEHICLE BEHIND YOUR MOTORHOME IS A P OPULAR CHOICE FOR
TRANSPORTATION ONCE SET-UP IN AN RV PARK. HERE’S HOW TO O UTFIT AND PROTECT IT.

A STRONG FOLLOWING
Roadmaster and others, and 
features and functionality can vary 
greatly. Aside from the all-important 
weight rating, consider how the tow 
bar is stowed (on the vehicle or on 
the motorhome), and whether or 
not the bar is a non-binding or tra-
ditional design. Traditional tow bars 
may be less expensive, but they are 
more diffi cult to connect and can be 
impossible to disconnect if you fi nd 
yourself on uneven ground. Non-
binding bars offer legs that move in-
dependently of one another — so the 
dinghy doesn’t have to be perfectly 
aligned with the motorhome when 
connecting — and latches that 
can be released to make it easy to 
disconnect in less-than-ideal cir-
cumstances. Each manufacturer 
also has its own claim to fame for 
its tow bar design(s) and may offer 
unique features other manufactur-
ers don’t — so shop carefully. Above 
all, the tow bar is one place where 
you shouldn’t scrimp, so get the best 
one you can afford and save yourself 
time and frustration later on.
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Available for 2- and 21⁄2-inch hitch 
receivers, the aircraft-grade aluminum 
Ascent tow bar from Blue Ox has a 
7,500-pound rating and features non-
binding latches and offset triple lugs to 
make unhooking easier. Rubber boots 
prevent dirt from getting into the legs, 
and safety cables are included. Shown 
above is model BX4370 with a Blue Ox 
drop receiver, which may be necessary 
to keep the tow bar level with the 
towed vehicle. Blue Ox offers a variety 
of steel tow bars as well, with ratings 
up to 20,000 pounds.

The Excali-Bar II steel tow bar 
from Demco Products offers the 
highest rating in its tow bar line at an 
impressive 10,500 pounds. Weighing 
in at just 46 pounds, Excali-Bar II 
features independent arms and an 
easy trigger-release system for 
easy hookup/release and a vertical 
bolt design that allows the user to 
maneuver the tow bar one leg at a 
time. A 1½-inch rise/drop receiver tube 
comes standard.

Roadmaster offers a wide range of 
steel and aluminum tow bars, but 
its latest is the 8,000-pound rated 
Nighthawk, the fi rst illuminated tow 
bar. Featuring sleek, powder-coated 
aluminum outer arms and solid stain-
less-steel inner arms, the Nighthawk 

incorporates the company’s non-
binding Freedom Latch and what the 
company claims are the longest arms 
in the industry for the largest hook up 
radius available. An enclosed channel 
for power cords and safety cables 
provides a clean appearance.

BRAKING
Like a trailer, the dinghy vehicle 
should have functioning brakes while 
towing to reduce stopping distance 
and improve safety. Some RVers 
tow without an auxiliary braking 
system in place, thinking that the 
motorhome’s brakes alone will be 
suffi cient. However, even a small car 
can increase stopping distances by a 
signifi cant amount — and this could be 
the difference between a safe stop and 
a bad accident. In addition, most states 
and all Canadian provinces require an 
auxiliary braking system in a towed 
vehicle, so it should be considered a 
mandatory purchase.

That being said, there are two 
basic designs in auxiliary braking 
systems: portable and permanent. 
Portable systems locate between the 
driver’s seat and brake pedal, and 
incorporate an arm and pedal clamp 
that depresses the vehicle’s brake 
pedal when the motorhome’s brakes 
are applied. Portable systems are a 
good option if you tow more than one 
vehicle, or if you may be considering 
another dinghy vehicle in the near 
future and therefore don’t want to 
commit to a permanently installed 
system. Features vary greatly in 
portable systems, but proportional 
braking provides more accurate per-
formance. “Proportional braking” 
means that the system is designed to 
mimic the timing and brake applica-
tion of the motorhome, so as you brake 
harder, so does the system. Less 
expensive systems may use “on/off” 
braking, which can lead to a percep-
tible jerking sensation as the brakes 
are applied. It still works, it’s just not 
as seamless.

Permanent brake systems require 
a larger investment in time during the 
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 READ THE MANUAL
When considering a vehicle for towing 
behind your motorhome, always read 
the owner’s manual fi rst — whether 
you already own the vehicle or plan 
to purchase it. It will provide valuable 
information on what is required before 
towing, which may infl uence your 
decision to use it as a dinghy. For 
example, some vehicles may require 
the removal of fuses, the disconnec-
tion of the negative battery cable and 
other steps, while others just require 
the transmission to be in neutral and 
the steering wheel unlocked. For 
more information, see MotorHome’s 
annual Guide to Dinghy Towing at www.
motorhome.com.

A STRONG FOLLOWING

initial installation, especially those that 
leverage the air- or hydraulic brakes in 
the motorhome to activate the brakes 
in the towed vehicle. However, once 
installed, permanent systems require 
little more than plugging in the power 
cord and/or quick disconnect, and 
you’re ready to drive. Because a small 
control unit is all that is required, 
these systems are also hidden 
from view under the hood or in the 
passenger compartment. Permanent 
systems are a good choice if you plan 
to keep the car you’re towing for a 
while, and prefer the quickest possible 
set-up before towing. Blue Ox, Demco, 
Hopkins Manufacturing, Roadmaster 
and RV Innovations all offer reliable 
portable/permanent braking solutions.

Roadmaster offers three dinghy-
braking systems, including the 
portable Even Brake, and permanently 
mounted InvisiBrake and Brake-
Master products. All systems include 
an emergency breakaway provision, 
work in virtually any vehicle with power 
brakes and with any motorhome with 
hydraulic or air brakes.

Blue Ox’s Patriot II braking system 
is portable and features an in-cab 
controller with an extended RF range.

The RVibrake3 from RV Innova-
tions is a low-profi le, portable brake 
system that locates against the rise 
in the fl oorpan beneath the driver’s 
seat instead of the driver’s seat itself. 
Easily set-up with audio prompts, 
RVibrake3 employs an accelerometer 
to measure changes in brake force and 
to apply the dinghy brakes proportion-
ally. A unique feature is the included 
7-inch Command Center tablet and 
hub, which features a built-in Travel 
Checklist, RV Level, support apps and 
more. Tire pressure monitoring can be 
added optionally to the system.

One of the best-known names in 
dinghy braking systems, Brake Buddy 
by Hopkins Manufacturing is available 
in three fl avors: the portable Brake 
Buddy Classic II and Select II, and the 
permanently mounted Stealth.

SMI Brake Systems by Demco are 
some of the most respected in the 
RVing community, and consist of the 
Air Force One (for motorhomes with 

air brakes), Stay-IN-Play DUO and 
the portable Delta Force proportional 
braking system.

The ReadyBrake by NSA RV Products 
provides a simple solution for 
dinghy braking. Inserted into the 
hitch receiver of the motorhome, 
ReadyBrake uses the momentum of 
the dinghy vehicle pushing against the 
motorhome during a stop to compress 
a shock and spring inside the unit, 
which in turn pushes an actuator 
arm forward. A cable attached to the 
actuator arm then pulls the dinghy 
vehicle’s brake pedal.

The ReadyBrute Elite from NSA RV 
Products combines the company’s 
high-quality aluminum tow bar with 
the aforementioned ReadyBrake 
supplemental surge braking system. 
Rated at 8,000 pounds, the ReadyBrute 
Elite is designed for easy hookup/
detachment on uneven surfaces with 
clevis connectors that can rotate and 
swivel. 
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ELECTRICAL
To tow your vehicle safely and legally, 
its running lights, turn signals 
and brakelights must mimic the 
motorhome’s. The most common 
ways to do this are with a wiring 
harness that plugs/splices into the 
dinghy’s taillights, or a “bulb-and-
socket” system, so called because 
it bypasses the towed vehicle’s 
lighting with independent bulbs and 
sockets mounted inside the taillight 
assemblies. In either example, 
the wiring harness is routed to a 
receptacle mounted at the front 
of the vehicle, for connecting a 
cable to the motorhome. If you’re 
not comfortable cutting into the 
dinghy vehicle’s factory wiring, Blue 
Ox, Demco and Hopkins Towing 
Solutions offer vehicle-specifi c 
wiring harnesses that plug into 
the factory harness, eliminating 
the need for cutting and splicing. 
These companies also have a fairly 
extensive fi t list on their websites, 
but if your vehicle isn’t listed, a 
universal kit, or bulb-and-socket 
system, is likely available. If you’re 
looking for the quickest, easiest way 
possible to connect your dinghy, or 
if you tow more than one vehicle, 
you might prefer an auxiliary light 
system that attaches temporarily to 
the vehicle. Roadmaster’s Magnetic 
Tow Lights and Demco’s Light Bar 
are self-contained systems that 
require no connection to the dinghy’s 
electrical system.

Aside from basic electrical needs, 
there are other products available 
to address specifi c electrical issues. 
For example, if your vehicle requires 
that the battery be isolated during 
towing, a battery-disconnect system 
(like one offered by Roadmaster 
and other companies) allows you 
to disconnect the battery by simply 
fl ipping a switch. If your vehicle 
requires one or more fuses to be 
pulled before towing, Roadmaster 
also offers a FuseMaster kit, which 
simply disconnects identifi ed fuses 
with the push of a button. If the 

battery becomes discharged by the 
end of a road trip, consider a charge-
line kit that will help maintain the 
vehicle’s battery charge by supplying 
up to 15 amps of current.

Hopkins Towing Solutions offers 
vehicle-specifi c towed vehicle wiring 
kits that plug into the dinghy vehicle’s 
taillight wiring harness using OEM 
connectors — no cutting or splicing 
required. Shown above is part no. 
56202 for Jeep Wrangler/Renegade.

The EZ Light wiring harness from 
Blue Ox can be plugged into a 
dinghy vehicle’s electrical system 
in as little as 15 minutes, according 
to the company. The EZ Light kit 
connects to the towed vehicle’s 
wiring to provide taillights, turn 
signals and brakelights while towing. 
The company’s website offers a fi t 
list for a wide range of vehicles in a 
variety of different confi gurations. 
Shown above is the BX8836 kit for 
2007-2014 model-year Cadillac 
Escalades (EXT/ESV). 

Roadmaster offers universal diode and 
bulb-and-socket wiring kits, as well as 
specialty items like the FuseMaster, 
which allows owners to effectively 
disconnect one or more fuses (as 
required by the vehicle manufacturer 
before towing) by simply fl ipping a 
switch.

Some vehicles require the negative 
battery cable to be removed whenever 
the vehicle is fl at-towed. The 
Roadmaster Battery Disconnect kit 
employs a solenoid that allows the 
user to disconnect the battery by 
simply pushing a button.

Demco offers vehicle-specifi c plug-in 
wiring kits, as well as Bulb Taillight 
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 ALL FOR ONE
When outfitting a dinghy vehicle for 
towing, it’s a good idea to purchase all 
of the products from just one manufac-
turer. While this isn’t a hard-and-fast 
rule, consider that most manufactur-
ers have designed their products to 
work with their own products, not 
their competitors’ products — so it 
may be difficult or impossible to mix 
and match components. So, do some 
research and decide which company is 
the best fit for your needs and budget. 
This will also come in handy if there 
are any problems or warranty issues 
— if all the products are from the same 
company, no one can claim the issue 
arose from incompatible components.

A STRONG FOLLOWING

Blue Ox  
800-228-9289, www.blueox.com

Demco Products 
866-543-3626, www.demco-products.com

Hopkins Towing Solutions/ 
Hopkins Manufacturing Corp. 
800-835-0129,  
www.hopkinstowingsolutions.com

NSA RV Products Inc./ReadyBrake 
620-365-7714, www.readybrake.com

Roadmaster Inc. 
800-669-9690, www.roadmasterinc.com

RV Innovations  
800-815-2159, https://rvibrake.com

Sources

Wiring kits and diode wiring kits (like 
the one shown at the bottom of page 
31) that employ heat-sealed diodes 
to connect the motorhome’s running 
lights, turn signals and brakelights to 
the towed vehicle. Diodes prevent the 
backflow of electricity to protect both 
vehicles’ electrical systems.

PROTECTION
Now that your dinghy vehicle has 
been completely outfitted, the next 
thing you’ll want to consider is how to 
protect it during travel. Every vehicle 
is exposed to some hazards during 
normal use, but when towed behind 
a motorhome, the risk of damage 
is magnified. Think about what 
would happen to your dinghy if your 
motorhome ran over gravel, tar or wet 
paint, and you’ll get the picture. 

A rock/mud guard mounted to the 
motorhome is a good start, but for 
further protection, consider a product 
like the Blue Ox KarGard, Demco 
Sentry Deflector or Roadmaster 
Guardian mount to deflect rocks and 
other debris. Roadmaster also offers 
its Tow Defender, a vinyl-coated mesh 
screen that sits atop the tow bar and 
prevents road debris from reaching 
the vehicle. 

For ultimate protection, 
Roadmaster offers what it calls the 
“Alaska Pack,” which combines the 
Guardian and Tow Defender to protect 
against the harshest of road conditions 
— namely the ones commonly encoun-
tered on the Alcan Highway.

Even with products like these in 
place, an occasional stray rock may 
still get through, bouncing off the hood 
or roof and creating rock chips. To 
protect against these incidents, you 
might also want to add 3M Scotchgard 
Paint Protection film, which must be 
professionally installed. A certified 
installer can be located on the 
company’s website (www.3m.com). 
The product is resistant to yellowing, 
is highly flexible and will fit snugly 
around the contours of your vehicle, 
making it difficult to detect, according 
to the company.

The KarGard from Blue Ox is a poly-
ethylene protective shield that folds for 
easier storage. Aluminum mounting 
equipment and hardware are included.

The Sentry tow bar deflector by 
Demco Products is made from high-
density polyethylene and is unique 
in that it is positioned at a 30-degree 
angle to deflect debris down and away 
from the towed vehicle. Said to be 
easy to install or remove, the Sentry 
attaches to the connecting ears of the 
Demco tow bar.

The Roadmaster Guardian Rock Shield 
is made from rotationally molded, 
high-impact polyethylene that the 
company says absorbs the impact of 
rocks and other debris, instead of rico-
cheting it back against the motorhome. 
The Guardian fits all Roadmaster 
tow bars equipped with quick discon-
nects and can be attached/removed in 
seconds, according to the company.

The Tow Defender is an interesting 
approach to deflecting rocks and other 
debris thrown up by the motorhome. 
Offering 20 square feet of protection, 
the Tow Defender’s all-weather, 
heavy-duty screen is secured by shock-
absorbing gas struts. Seams have 
been reinforced and gussets added for 
increased durability. When not in use, 
it can be rolled into a 4-inch diameter 
package for storage. And, at only 14½ 
pounds, it’s easy to manage. The Tow 
Defender works with Roadmaster and 
competitive tow bars. 
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 Sold exclusively through Camping World’s 124 dealers in the U.S.

FREEDOM IS MY LIFE
Your RV Lifestyle starts here with the Sunlight Van Two,  
an affordable campervan for modern adventure.

sunlightrv.com  1.844.464.9637 

Sunlight RV, Circle 111 on Reader Service Card
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MAKING THE  
CONNECTION 

EVALUATION: WINEGARD CONNECT 2.0

By Bob Livingston

Winegard’s ConnecT 2.0 dome pulls in distant Wi-Fi signals while 
providing a foundation for 4G LTE data service

The ConnecT 2.0 4G2 4G LTE + 
WiFi Extender’s full name may be 
a mouthful to recite, but the latest 
model (WF2-435) needs that long 
designation to describe its ability 

the end result is the same: improving 
Wi-Fi connectivity when traveling in a 
motorhome.

It’s fair to say that most users will 
use the ConnecT to bring in free Wi-Fi 
and boost the signal strength appre-
ciably to actually make it possible to 
feed a Facebook addiction, peruse the 
Internet and work email from their 
site. Campground Wi-Fi has a dubious 
reputation, which is usually the result 
of a sparsely populated antenna 
system. If you happen to be parked too 
far away, getting a solid connection 

to pull in distant Wi-Fi signals with 
the added benefit of using a propri-
etary data plan or one supplied by an 
outside cellular-service provider. The 
features are mutually exclusive but 

Choosing an RV park has always revolved around the type of sites and 
the amenities offered as part of the fees. Full hookups are probably the 
most important feature, but running a close second these days is whether 

the facility has Wi-Fi, and the quality of the service. For many travelers, staying 
connected can make or break a trip, and even though the Wi-Fi service in RV parks 
is getting a little better, the need to improve reliability and signal strength is a 
common concern. Winegard’s ConnecT Wi-Fi extender is just the ticket for those 
who thrive on social media or need to stay in touch for family or business reasons.
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Winegard’s ConnecT 2.0 dome pulls in distant Wi-Fi signals while 
providing a foundation for 4G LTE data service

can be maddening. The Winegard 
device “pulls in” distant signals using 
three Wi-Fi and two 4G LTE high-gain 
antennas under a roof-mounted dome 
that looks like a mini satellite dish. 
It’s only 16 inches in diameter and 8 
inches high, and weighs a scant 3.75 
pounds.

The other aspect of the Winegard 
antenna is its ability to operate as an 
independent cellular data network. 
Loaded in the antenna is a Winegard 
SIM card that can be activated to 
allow the dome to function as a 4G 
LTE router and provide fast data 
service without throttling back the 
service when a certain level of data 
is consumed — a practice common 
among conventional cellular 
providers. But there is a caveat: The 
cost is on the high side, especially for 
those who consume a lot of data on a 
monthly basis. 

Recently, Winegard announced 
a reduction in its 10GB plan, shaving 
$15 off the original $80 rate. Those 
with a more insatiable appetite for 
data can choose the 20GB plan for 
$150 a month, or there are two less 
expensive rates for occasional users. 
One is $20 for 1GB, which is almost 
useless in real-world conditions, and 
a 3GB plan for $35, which is also very 
limited for most users. Published 
speeds via the 2.4 GHz system are 
450Mbps for up- and downloading 
(faster than current data devices from 
wireless providers), making video 
streaming possible, but again, data 
caps will preclude practical usage 

for more than occasional online TV 
viewing. In all cases, there are no 
long-term commitments or contracts, 
and data can be added as needed. 

Alternatively, the ConnecT 
supports data plans from AT&T and 
Verizon, but the price is also rather 
steep. At presstime, the antenna 
is only compatible with SIM cards 
provided by AT&T and Verizon, and 
we discovered that the rates for such 
service can be high, so research the 
plans carefully. Rates, of course, 
are a moving target and, Verizon, 
for example, didn’t offer its Beyond 
Unlimited plan for the ConnecT at 
presstime.

As full-timers, we rely on data 
service from Verizon that’s tied to 
our cellphones. The additional cost 
to activate a Jetpack is only $10 a 
month and it provides pretty good 
service for our needs. But, Verizon 

throttles the data speed after 
reaching 15GB during any one month, 
so we also appreciate Wi-Fi avail-
ability in RV parks. That’s where the 
ConnecT really shines. We tested 
the system in a variety of RV parks 
last summer, during peak occupancy 
and usage, and found the antenna 
to be invaluable. It pulled in signals 
emanating from centrally located 
antennas, typically too far from our 
sites. As long as the RV park’s system 
was active and providing enough 
signal strength for the ConnecT 
antenna to process that signal, we 
were able to improve our connection 
to the Wi-Fi.

Interestingly, the ConnecT 
antenna reaches out beyond the RV 
park borders and has the capability 
to pick up Wi-Fi signals from 
commercial establishments, like 
coffee shops and other public places. 

[1] Winegard ConnecT 2.0 4G2 4G LTE + WiFi Extender is packaged with power cable and 
extension, hardware kit and roof entry plate. [2, 3] If a SIM card from AT&T or Verizon is 
desired, it’s best to slide it into the provided slot before installing the dome on the roof. A pro-
prietary SIM card for 4G LTE data service is installed in the slot from the factory; it must be 
activated for use. [4] Pertinent encryption and password information is on a tag stuck to the 
bottom of the dome, but will be difficult to access once the ConnecT is attached to the roof. The 
information is also on the instruction manual, which should be saved.

[5] Before permanently installing the ConnecT dome, place it on the roof to determine if it 
meets Winegard’s clearance requirements. It must be 12 inches from the edges of the roof and 
at least 12 inches away from other accessories and appliances. Power connection, SIM card 
slot and reset button must face the rear of the motorhome.

1 2

3 4

5
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sure the spot for mounting is level and 12 inches from 
the edges of the roof and from other devices, like the air 
conditioner(s) and satellite dish. The centerline of the 
dome must be parallel to the centerline of the motorhome; 
the dome is positioned so the connections are toward 
the rear. All the hardware for the installation, except for 
a 3-amp inline fuse and cable clamps, is provided in the 
kit — including the entry plate needed to route the power 
cable through the roof.

Simple hand tools are needed to complete the instal-
lation, and care must be taken to seal any entry points in 
the roof (screws and power cable) with the appropriate 
sealant. Figure on about two hours to complete the job, 
without rushing (which could lead to mistakes).

EVALUATION: WINEGARD CONNECT 2.0

[6] Proper sealant must be used to cover the screw heads and threads 
to prevent moisture intrusion. [7] Wiring the dome is fairly simple. A 
10-foot power cable is connected to the dome. If the 20-foot extension 
is needed, it can be connected easily to the cable attached to the dome. 
[8] Wire routing to the 12-volt DC source and switch mounted 
inside the motorhome can be customized using the provided barrel 
connectors.

Of course, access to Wi-Fi signals that have security 
protection will require the use of a password to activate 
through the ConnecT. The range is pretty impressive (up 
to 2 miles depending on conditions) and logging on to 
these sites, arguably, presents an ethical element, since 
using service designed for paying customers — and not 
password protected — might be considered a breach of 
trust. We buy lots of coffee at Starbucks, for example, and 
never bring our computer, so we would be comfortable 
using its Wi-Fi service at times, if there’s a store close to 
where we’re parked.

While some people might consider using the Jetpack 
as a Wi-Fi source redundant, we found additional versatil-
ity by connecting it through the Winegard dome. For one, 
the reach could be extended from inside the motorhome 
without physically carrying the device to an outside setting. 
But a more important aspect provides additional security 
when allowing others to use your Jetpack. By setting up 
guest access via the ConnecT, the Jetpack’s password 
does not have to be shared, which can be an important 
aspect in today’s hacking-hungry world. When we 
disconnect the connection, access 
to the Jetpack is blocked.

Installation is not very diffi cult, 
but does require a stint on the 
roof. Winegard has very specifi c 
requirements for locating the 
dome, and owners must make 

[9] The power cable is routed through 
the roof and cable entry plate is used 
to prevent water leakage. A generous 
amount of sealant (designed for the 
particular type of roof) is applied under 
the cable entry plate and to the edges. 
[10] It’s best to secure the power cable 
to the roof with clamps, which are not 
supplied with the kit. Always use sealant 
on the screw heads and threads to 
prevent leaks. [11] Power switch and wall 
plate are provided with the dome; wires 
are connected in the back of plate using 
insulated terminals. The hot lead (12-volt 
DC) must be protected with a 3-amp fuse, 
which is not provided. [12] Hole is drilled 
into the structure where the power switch 
and wall plate will be mounted.

876

9 10

11 12

36  MotorHome  November 2018

MH1811-Winegard Connect.indd   8/22/18   1:01 PM   - 36 -    (Cyan)MH1811-Winegard Connect.indd   8/22/18   1:01 PM   - 36 -    (Magenta)MH1811-Winegard Connect.indd   8/22/18   1:01 PM   - 36 -    (Yellow)MH1811-Winegard Connect.indd   8/22/18   1:01 PM   - 36 -    (BlacK)



Once the ConnecT is secured to 
the roof and the switch is in place, the 
system will need programming and 
a possible software upgrade. Initial 
set-up will require reconfi guring, but 
that happens seamlessly, if you follow 
the instructions closely. Users will also 
be encouraged to reset passwords; 
Internet access will be required to 
make any changes, and anytime the 
system needs to be connected to 
an outside Wi-Fi source. Hold on to 
the instructions because unless you 
have a photographic memory, it will 
be necessary to refer to some of the 
steps. Also, the code encryptions are 
on the cover of the instruction manual, 
which will be necessary if the ConnecT 
ever needs to be reset.

And one more thing: Owners 
planning on using a SIM card from an 
outside provider should do it before 
mounting the dome. Otherwise, plan 
on a trip to the roof with a screwdriver 
to remove the access plate and swap 
the SIM cards.

Winegard’s ConnecT will quickly 
become one of those devices you can’t 

RV ARMOR is a Federally 
Registered Trademark  
of RV Armor, Inc.  
All Rights Reserved.

SEAMLESS

BEFORE

AFTER

www.RV-ARMOR.com 
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-782-7667)

leak and  
worry-free  
FOR LIFE.

Lightweight: Seamless, and  
maintenance-free
Convenient: Don’t Move! We’ll 
come to you and install your 
new roof. Two-day process with 
nationwide service.
Affordable: Less expensive than 
a traditional roof replacement
Permanent: Lifetime material 
and labor  
warranty.  
Tracked by  
the VIN #

RVArmor Lifetime 
Roof[13] Switchplate fi ts nicely next to the controls 

for the Winegard satellite dish. [14] Once 
the install is fi nished, the system will need 
to be programmed and possibly updated. 
Connection to the Internet will be required 
to change passwords and establish access to 
available Wi-Fi signals in the area. Passwords 
will be needed to access protected Wi-Fi 
signals.

Verizon Jetpack can be connected to the dome, which will extend the signal reach 
outside and allow guests to use without divulging the data-device password.

live without. Factor in the relatively 
low cost of $369 (MSRP) for the 4G 
model, and the value becomes amor-
tizable. Those who will never need LTE 
Internet access via the SIM card can 
choose the non-4G model, which has 
an MSRP of $209.

In either case, the ConnecT is 
poised to take much of Wi-Fi access 
frustration out of the motorhome 
lifestyle. 

Winegard 
800-320-9992, www.winegard.com/connect
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Revel With Me

TEST WINNEBAGO REVEL 44E

Winnebago Class B is built for 4WD adventure

The snow was melting due to a recent thaw, but that didn’t stop us from 
taking Winnebago up on a last-minute offer to get our hands on the new 
Revel 4x4 motorhome for a cold-weather New England test. While we were 

raring to test this puppy out, most of the RV-friendly destinations in New England 
were unavailable at the time. So, we reached out to Pine Acres Family Camping 
Resort (http://pineacresresort.com) in Oakham, Massachusetts. Pine Acres used 
to be a ski resort, and the trails were converted to campsites on the mountain with 
cabins and dirt mountain roads which, of course, are not usually accessible late in 
the calendar year.

on a snowy ski mountain as it is on a 
hot, sunny beach. The color palette is 
designed to lighten the interior and help 
make scuffs and dirt less visible, a pre-
requisite for such a motorhome. There 
are four colors: lime green, gray, white 
and black. All the surfaces from fl oor to 
ceiling are designed for easy cleanup, 
which was really appreciated since we 
managed to track in large amounts of 
snow and mud.

Stepping into the side door, the 
Revel’s interior layout is effi ciently 

ABOVE: From its aggressive styling to 4WD capabilities to a fold-down table for campsite dinner, the Revel is all about enjoying the outdoors.

By Chris Dougherty
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The Winnebago Revel, a 4x4 Class B 
motorhome built on the Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter diesel van, is available from the 
factory with electronic-shift four-wheel 
drive. It is not your everyday motorhome 
and is designed with outdoor adventur-
ers in mind, so its layout and equipment 
are a departure from the norm.

The Inside Scoop
The Revel interior is modern and no-
nonsense, befi tting its adventurous 
spirit — this Class B is equally at home 

designed, with few extras. The living 
space has seating for three or four 
people, but it’s really designed for two. 
A folding table is the center of activity 
and can be used for dining or as a desk 
while underway or in camp. A window 
next to the table allows for enjoyment 
and contemplation of the scenery 
outside, or added ventilation when the 
temperature is on the rise.

Both front cockpit seats rotate 
toward the living area and are com-
fortable and adjustable. The standard 
Sprinter rubber fl oormat adorns the 
front, while the remaining fl ooring is a 
super-tough nonskid vinyl with a weath-
ered-wood gray appearance. The single, 
forward-facing dinette seat has two seat 
belts, but it’s on the tight side for two. 

The galley is built with outdoor living 
in mind and, as such, is minimalistic. 
A Dometic stainless-steel sink with 
glass cover and foldaway faucet is ideal, 
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Minimalistic galley includes stainless-steel sink with glass cover and foldaway faucet, single-
burner induction cooktop and 2.5-cubic-foot refrigerator. Fold-up countertop extension adds prep 
space. Roomy wet bath with a cassette toilet that swivels for easier access is behind a bifold door.
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providing additional prep space when 
the sink isn’t needed. A fold-up 16-by-
13-inch countertop extension adds a 
bit of extra space to the 19-by-36-inch 
galley. An interesting feature is a table 
that folds down from the kitchen cabinet 
to the outside of the motorhome, set up 
in a flash by screwing on a single leg. 
However, the spring-loaded clips that 
hold the table in the stowed position 
were a bit noisy while on the road.

The only cooking appliance is an 
electric single-burner induction cooktop, 
which further emphasizes the outdoor 
living/cooking concept. Below the cooktop 
is a compressor-driven 2.5-cubic-foot 
refrigerator freezer, along with three 
drawers for kitchen necessities. Above is 
a single overhead cabinet. All the cabinets 
lock with push-button hardware. There’s 
also an overhead cabinet above the 
dinette for additional storage. 

Moving aft you’ll find a tall, narrow, 
counter-depth pantry, which rounds 
out the fixed storage in the Revel. While 
fixed storage is at a premium, the entire 
rear third of the interior is occupied 
by a power-lift bed, which doubles as 
a storage garage. The entire center 
section of the bed lifts electrically to 
the ceiling, creating a cavernous space 
for gear and toys, and is accessed from 
the inside or by opening the rear doors. 
Once again, most outdoor adventurers 
are carrying gear in duffels, backpacks, 
etc., which are easily stowed here. 
Longer items can even sit in the middle 
of the floor and extend as far forward as 
the dashboard.

The bed, which is longer than the 
motorhome is wide, extends into two 
fiberglass side panels (replacing the 
rearward OEM windows) that flare out 
from the sides of the van, giving the 
bed a total length of 79 inches. The 
mattress, at 49 inches wide, is comfort-
able, and the window at the head of the 
bed provides a nice breeze. Reading 
lamps and charging ports are readily 
accessible.

The bathroom is large by Class B 
motorhome standards: 26 inches deep, 
30 inches wide and 71 inches tall, and 
has multiple functions — ideal for this 
motorhome’s likely use. A Thetford 
C220 cassette toilet with push-button 

electric flush has a seat that swivels 
90-degrees, so taller folks can have the 
extra space of the aisle, if needed. A 
compartment door on the exterior leads 
to Thetford’s exceptionally designed 
removable cassette tank, making 
dumping clean and straightforward.  

The bathroom doubles as a gear 
dryer, with slatted racks that slide onto 
side-oriented detents, capitalizing on a 
Ventline pop-up exhaust in the ceiling, 
which draws air up through the gear 
from under the door. (Firefighters will 
recognize the similarity to hose dryers.) 
Once the bifold door is closed, moisture 
and odors are ejected through the roof. 
To take a shower, the racks are pulled 
out and set aside. A removable closet 
bar in the bathroom can be used for 
drying hanging clothes or storage. 

The bedroom is interesting. Initially, 
the lack of any cabinetry was puzzling. 
But we soon realized how functional 
the space was; the bedroom doubles 
as a gear garage, so the openness of 
the space allows any type of gear to be 
stowed, albeit on the floor. Since most 
outdoor adventurers aren’t afraid to 
stash their gear in the aforementioned 
duffle bags and backpacks, occupants 
will feel right at home.

The Revel, unlike most motor-
homes, does not have any TVs, or 
even TV connections. With Millennials 
being the target generation for this 

product, Winnebago has assumed that 
owners will choose to stream their 
entertainment and information using 
portable smart devices. RAM Tough-
Track mounts are strategically located 
throughout the motorhome to accept 
portable device brackets. USB, 12-volt 
DC and 120-volt AC receptacles are also 
plentiful and placed near the Tough-
Track mounts.

The Outside Story
Since its introduction in the fall of 
2017, the Revel has been getting lots of 
attention, as this motorhome screams 
adventure. At least two online groups 
for owners and want-to-be owners have 
formed, frequently sharing trip infor-
mation and modifications made to their 
motorhomes. 

Like most serious 4x4s, the Revel 
is primed for modifications that indi-
vidualize ownership. We have seen 
owners upgrade interior features, the 
suspension, remove the air conditioner, 
design storage bins for the rear … the list 
goes on. The exterior of the Revel looks 
ready to go off road from the get-go.

The Revel’s Mercedes 4x4 Sprinter 
base sports almost 8 inches of ground 
clearance from the factory, but 
Winnebago adds Method Race Wheels 
and terrain-eating BFGoodrich All-Ter-
rain T/A KO2 sneakers, which not only 
add a bit of ground clearance but give 
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outside-access shower is located just inside the back door, 
with a quick-connect coiled hose and nozzle.

The Revel’s performance on and off-road is quite good, 
taking the vehicle’s design into account. Highway handling 
is decent and the steering is responsive. Acceleration is 
adequate, again understanding that this is a motorhome. 
Wind noise during our journey was less noticeable than 
expected, fi guring the roof apparatus would be noisy. Road 
noise also wasn’t bad, considering the all-terrain tires.

Engaging the four-wheel drive is a push-button affair, 
and we put the Revel through some paces at Pine Acres. 
The snow-covered trails leading up the mountain weren’t a 
challenge, and even though there wasn’t a huge amount of 
snow, the trails hadn’t been cleared, and the ground was soft 
in spots, so we were able to test traction in mud and snow, 
and were impressed at how this motorhome handled it all. 

The Revel’s utilities are a little different from mainstream 
motorhomes, primarily because of its size, but also to help keep 
the plumbing from freezing up in cold conditions. The water 
system is different but functional; no city-water hookup here, 
as the systems are only supplied by the onboard tank. There 
are two water fi lls, one each for a pressurized source and a 
gravity fi ll, both located on the galley cabinet inside the sliding 
door. The Dometic sink is connected to a macerator pump for 
drainage into the gray tank and is operated by a momentary 
switch on the galley cabinet. This setup discourages leaving the 
water running since it won’t drain unless the macerator switch 
is held in the ON position. A black-water tank is not necessary 
with the use of a cassette toilet, but the gray-tank dump valve is 
located near the driver’s side rear wheel. 

Comfort heating and hot water are provided by a diesel-
fi red Espar hydronic system. The effi ciency of this system is 
exceptional, and it kept the motorhome nice and warm on 

outside-access shower is located just inside the back door, 
with a quick-connect coiled hose and nozzle.

WHAT’S HOT 

WHAT’S NOT 

4WD, roomy wet bath with swivel 
toilet, easy-to-clean interior, cargo 
space in fl exible bedroom

Cargo rack not really usable, 
no TV hookups, no conventional 
city-water hookup, sink drainage 

the profi le a serious off-road look.  
The Revel is equipped with a roof-length cargo rack with 

a rear-door, removable roof access ladder that stows on 
a bracket and attaches to the rack on the driver’s side for 
access. That’s a good approach, but the space is occupied by 
dual solar panels and the rooftop Coleman air conditioner, 
making it minimally useful for cargo. A Fiamma kayak rack is 
available for the driver’s side of the cargo rack. Some owners 
have removed the air conditioner and added another roof vent 
in addition to the MAXXAIR vent in the galley to make the roof 
rack more usable for cargo.

Two paint colors are available: Pebble Gray and Silver 
Forest, along with available deluxe graphics for a sportier 
look. Buyers can also opt for a more understated look sans 
the vinyl graphics. Beyond the graphics, the conventional 
Mercedes black side molding extends down both sides, with 
sporty black front and rear bumpers. The front clip is sleek, 
with swept headlamp buckets and the chrome grille with that 
large, distinctive Mercedes-Benz badge in the middle, which 
instantly elevates the status of this off-roader.  

The back doors of the Sprinter typically open 270 degrees 
and have magnetic holdbacks attached to the sides of the 
van. While the Revel maintains these holdbacks, the side 
bed fl ares prevent the metal doors from being attracted to 
the magnets and holding open. However, the hinge-mounted 
holdbacks still keep the doors open to 90 degrees, allowing 
unfettered access to the rear cargo area, and a great vantage 
point to view the beautiful vistas outside from the bed. An 

W I N N E B A G O  R E V E L  4 4 E

DINETTE/FLEX BED

Control panels are centrally located and provide simple at-a-glance reference. Hinge-mounted holdbacks keep rear doors open 90 degrees, allowing 
clear access to the cargo area. Revel is equipped with a roof-mounted cargo rack with removable access ladder. Cargo space is limited, though, by the 
dual solar panels and Coleman air conditioner. Some owners have opted to remove the A/C to allow for more cargo space.

BED/GEAR GARAGE FOLDING TABLE

SWIVEL TOILET
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Tired of the driver 
fatigue and rock & roll 

on your Freightliner 
XC-based motorhome?

Try our REK-206 sway 
bar upgrade kit to 

smooth out the ride!

•Drastically reduce body roll at both low  
and high speeds.

• Greatly reduce driver fatigue and  
increase comfort.

• Eliminate nose dive under braking.
• Excellent maneuverability at road 

speed, no more “tail wag”.
• SEI Comfort Control valves (CCV).
Manage the rebound of the air bags  
for greater chassis and body control.
Like no other product on the market. 
• Custom tuned SEI Platinum Series 
shocks 60mm front and 46mm rear 
manufactured exclusively for Source 

Engineering Inc by Bilstein.
• No more being pushed around by 

trucks or windy conditions.
• All Components in this kit engineered 

by SEI, no off the shelf parts.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
SEE ARTICLE IN OCTOBER 
2017 MOTORHOME, OR 

CONTACT US AT

YOUR  
FIRST SOURCE 

FOR RV CHASSIS 
PERFORMANCE!

541-343-0293 
www.RV-CHASSIS.com

• All Components in this kit engineered 
by SEI, no off the shelf parts.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

Sway Bar Upgrade

Specifi cations
Chassis
Model Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 319 KA 4X4 3665
Engine 3.0L 6-cylinder diesel
SAE Hp 188 @ 3,800 rpm
Torque 325 lb-ft @ 1,400 rpm
Transmission Automatic 5-speed
Axle Ratio 3.923:1
Tires LT245/70R17 LRE
Wheelbase 144"
Brakes Front/Rear Ventilated Disc/Disc
Suspension Front/Rear Strut/Leaf
Fuel capacity 24.5 gal
Fuel Economy 17 mpg
Warranty  3-year/36,000 mile plus 5-year, 
 100,000-mile powertrain

Coach
Exterior Length 19' 8"
Exterior Width 7' 1"
Exterior Height with A/C 10' 3" 
Interior Width 6' 7" (at the bed)  
Interior Height 6' 3"
Construction Steel body, composite fl oor
Freshwater Capacity 21 gal
Black-water Capacity 5 gal (cassette toilet)
Gray-water Capacity 21 gal
Water-heater Capacity Instantaneous
LP-gas Capacity N/A
Air Conditioner (1) 13,500 Btu
Furnace Hydronic 17,000 Btu 
Refrigerator 2.5 cu-ft
Inverter/Charger 2,000-watt/45 amp
Batteries (1) 12-volt chassis, 
 (3) 12-volt house AGM
AC Generator N/A
MSRP $134,799
MSRP as Tested $142,535
Warranty 12 months/15,000 miles 

Wet Weight
(Water and water heater, fuel, LP-gas tanks full; no 
supplies or passengers)
Front Axle 3,820 lbs
Rear Axle 3,660 lbs
Total 7,480 lbs

Chassis Ratings
GAWR, F/R 4,600/9,600 lbs
GVWR/GCWR 14,200/20,000 lbs
ROCCC 3,180 lbs (deduct weight of

passengers for net cargo capacity)

GAWR, F/R 4,101 lbs/5,360 lbs
GVWR/GCWR 8,550 lbs/13,550 lbs
ROCCC 1,070 lbs (deduct weight of

passengers for net cargo capacity)

GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR Gross Combination Weight Rating
ROCCC Realistic Occupant and Cargo Carrying 
 Capacity (full water, no passengers)Winnebago Industries

641-585-3535, https://winnebagoind.com

those cold New England nights. The 
main burner unit is below the dinette 
fl oor, and the circulator routes the 
antifreeze through a tank and heat 
exchangers for hot water and comfort 
heat respectively.

There is no AC generator on the 
Revel. Instead, it is equipped with three 
Group 31 AGM deep-cycle batteries, 
a 2,000-watt power inverter and the 
previously mentioned solar panels. The 
30-amp shorepower cord is removable 
and is stowed on the fl oor in the rear of 
the unit. While the roof air conditioner 
will not operate without shorepower, 
the refrigerator and induction cooktop 
work nicely. Everything else, including 
the Espar heating system, works on 12 
volts DC. 

Patio life in the wilderness is an 
indulgence and is well served by the 
Revel, thanks to the Carefree 118-inch 
Freedom 12-volt-DC-powered awning, 
fold-out galley table, and exterior 
120-volt AC and 12-volt DC receptacles. 

The Final Word
The Winnebago Revel is an excellent 
sport-utility motorhome for those 
looking for outdoor adventure and 
to participate in sports. The Revel’s 
fl exible (open space) bedroom allows 
the unit to be used to carry gear of 
multiple sizes, while still having many 
of the comforts of home. The build 
quality is typical for Winnebago: solid 
and functional, with quality systems 
integrated into the mix. 

Winnebago studied the target de-
mographic for this motorhome, so it 
doesn’t necessarily fi t into a “typical” 
category. The Revel is a platform that 
can be customized to suit personal 
tastes and lifestyles. It can be a surf-
fi shing sand runner on the Cape Cod 
National Seashore, a mobile ski lodge in 
Colorado, a portable photography studio 
in Arizona, or can carry all the gear for 
the intrepid mountain climber headed 
for Yosemite’s El Capitan. 

If you’re looking for a motorhome 
that can take you to remote places, the 
Revel should be at the top of your list. 
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COACHMEN SPORTSCOACH, MIRADA SELECT, MIRADA, PURSUIT, LEPRECHAUN, FREELANDER, CONCORD, PRISM, ORION, FREEDOM EXPRESS, BROOKSTONE, CHAPARRAL, GALLERIA, WORK N PLAY 

FOREST RIVER BERKSHIRE, LEGACY, FORESTER, FORESTER MBS, SUNSEEKER, SUNSEEKER MBS, PUMA, SOLAIRE, FLAGSTAFF, CARDINAL, BLUE RIDGE, CEDAR CREEK, COTTAGE, SILVERBACK, SURVEYOR, RPOD, WILDCAT • HEARTLAND TRAIL RUNNER, RADIANCE • NUCAMP CIRRUS, T@
B 

LEISURE TRAVEL SERENITY, UNITY, WONDER • MIDWEST DAYCRUISER, WEEKENDER • PLEASURE WAY ASCENT, PLATEAU, LEXOR • RIVERSIDE RETRO, MOUNT MCKINLEY • ROADTREK

NOKOMIS
2110 N. Tamiami Trail 
Nokomis, FL 34275 

(941) 966-2182 
Toll Free 1-800-262-2182

LAKELAND
940 Lakeland Park Ctr. Dr.  

Lakeland, FL 33809 
(863) 853-9177 

Toll-free 1-877-663-7506

BRADENTON
6120 S.R. 64 East

Bradenton FL 34208
(Just west of I-75)

(941) 748-8889

FORT MYERS
5600 Enterprise Parkway 

Fort Myers FL 33905
(Near I-75 Exit 139)

(239) 275-4200

TAMPA

SARASOTA

ORLANDO

75

75

95

4
GERZENY’S
R.V. WORLD

LOCATIONS
LAKELAND

BRADENTON

NOKOMIS

FORT MYERS

BRADENTONBRADENTON FORT MYERSFORT MYERSFORT MYERS

www.rvworldinc.com

Photos show just some of the brands we carry. Not all brands are available at all locations. Please call!

Home of the Happy Camper®

NOW WITH FOUR FLORIDA LOCATIONS!

 Turn your RV into $$$. Consign it. Sell it. Trade it. CALL ANY LOCATION AND ASK FOR THE CONSIGNMENT DEPT.
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A high-quality RV cover is one of the best ways to protect 
your motorhome against damage from exposure

T hink about what your 
motorhome goes through 
in just one season: burning 

sun, acid rain, bird droppings, sap 
deposits, hail and snow. And that’s 
just when it’s parked.

The fact is, the average 
motorhome spends the bulk of its 
time waiting for its next adventure 
— and as it languishes in storage, 
it’s usually subjected to a wide range 
of potentially damaging elements. 
They may go unnoticed for the fi rst 
few years of ownership, but over 
time, damage can range from fading 
gelcoat and black streaks to more 
expensive problems like water 
intrusion and delamination. If you 
are one of the many who stores your 
motorhome outdoors, the best bet 

for long-term care is an RV cover. 
Depending on where you live and 
the conditions your motorhome is 
subjected to, an RV cover can help 
protect your investment, and there 
are a variety of companies that 
manufacture one or more products 
to help address specifi c needs. To 
help you fi nd the best options, we’ve 
compiled this guide to give you an 
idea of what’s available, whether you 
need ultimate protection from the 
Arizona sun or the Minnesota winter. 
Keep in mind that we don’t have 
room to mention every product each 
manufacturer offers, so if you’re in 
the market for a new cover, be sure 
to research each manufacturer’s 
website for a complete list of its 
products and benefi ts.

 ADCO
One of the leading names in RV 
covers, ADCO has produced more 
than 20 million protective covers 
and assorted soft goods since it 
was established in 1955. Now a 
part of Covercraft Industries, which 
stitched its fi rst cover in 1965, you 
can be assured that these covers are 
backed by experience and expertise. 
ADCO offers basic rooftop, universal 
and custom covers for all types of 
motorhomes, but its best-selling 
product is the All Climate + Wind 
Designer Series Tyvek RV cover, 
backed by a 3-year warranty. Offered 
in the universal and custom-fi t 
product lines, the DuPont Tyvek 
material (derived from the same stuff 
used to protect homes that are under 
construction by helping reduce air 
infi ltration in the fi nished product) 
offers superior UV protection and in-
corporates a wind-resistant internal 
strap system that cinches at the top 
and bottom of the cover for a snug fi t 
that minimizes impact from the wind, 

All Climate + Wind 
Designer Series Tyvek
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 CLASSIC ACCESSORIES
Based in the rainy state of 
Washington, Classic Acces-
sories knows the importance 
of protecting your belongings 
from the weather — and has 
been doing it since 1983. In 
fact, Classic offers a variety 
of covers for everything 
from patio furniture and 
barbecues to golf carts, 
boats, UTVs and more. 
Classic Accessories offers 
its covers in four product lines: 
PolyPRO1, PolyPRO3, PermaPRO and 
its newest offering, SkyShield. 

Designed to provide a perfect 
blend of protection, strength and 
value, PolyPRO1 covers utilize a 
single layer of breathable, waterproof 
fabric that protects against dirt and 
scratches, while elasticized bottom 
corners create a tight fi t. PolyPRO3 
covers are designed for all-season 
weather protection, with a three-ply 
top and quick-drying PolyPRO1 sides 
that help reduce bulk. Adjustable 
front/rear tension panels and elasti-
cized hem corners provide a custom 
fi t, an integrated air vent system 

UNDER COVER

according to the manufacturer. Extra reinforcement 
is engineered into the top and bottom of the cover, 
zippered entry doors allow for access during storage, 
and four Travel Tyre Gards are included. For wetter 
climates with moderate UV exposure (the Pacifi c 
Northwest, for example), ADCO offers its Designer 
Series Aqua Shed cover (2-year warranty), and for 
the best possible protection for all climates, opt for 
a custom-fi t Sunbrella cover (5-year warranty). 
MSRP at Camping World starts at $436.99.
ADCO Products, 800-541-2326, www.adcoprod.com

cized hem corners provide a custom 
fi t, an integrated air vent system 

reduces wind stress and moisture 
buildup, and zippered panels offer 
easy access. PermaPRO covers offer 
similar benefi ts but are crafted out 
of lightweight ripstop material (the 
same used in parachute construc-
tion) that repels water and protects 
against dirt and sun damage. 
SkyShield covers feature a bonded, 
tear-resistant DuPont Tyvek top 
with PermaPRO ripstop sides for 
all-season protection, plus zippered 
side/rear panels and adjustable front/
rear tension panels. Elasticized hem 
corners are designed to provide a 
custom fi t and disperse stress in 
windy conditions, while air vents help 
reduce moisture accumulation and 
lofting. An integrated undercarriage 
strap system features multiple click-
close straps and a weighted toss puck 
system eliminates crawling under 
the motorhome. Classic Accessories 
covers range in price from $145.95 to 
$437.95 depending on model. 
Classic Accessories, 800-854-2315, 
https://classicaccessories.com

 CALMARK COVERS
A Southern California original, 
CalMark covers are made at 
the company’s headquarters 
in Oxnard, California. Each 
cover is custom tailored to the 
length, width and height of the 
motorhome and made out of 
high-quality Sunbrella acrylic 
woven fabric, which is UV-, 
water- and mold/mildew-resis-
tant. CalMark prides itself on 
its Fabric Stress Reinforcement 
(FSR) construction, which incor-
porates 2-inch-wide, 100-pound 
webbing (1,000-pound tensile 
strength) sewn approximately 
every 4 feet across the inside top 
of the cover to support the fabric 
weight in high winds, snow, etc. 
CalMark covers also come with 
a zippered entry door, polyester 
tie-down straps (with 2,000-
pound tensile strength), mili-
tary-grade grommets, a fabric 
repair/reinforcement kit and 
an impressive 6-year warranty. 
MSRP starts at $595.
CalMark Cover Co., 800-838-
7236, www.calmarkcovers.com

Polyester tie-down straps 
help keep CalMark covers in 
place during high winds.

Designer Series Aqua Shed

Custom Sunbrella

SkyShield
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 COVERKING
Coverking offers a variety of products to protect your prize possession, 
be it an RV, car, motorcycle, ATV or boat. For the RV segment, 
Coverking offers its Universal Presidium covers for Class A and Class 
C motorhomes. Available in multiple sizes, the Presidium is made from 
tough, yet breathable, 600-denier polyester for all-season protection 
and maximum durability. Double-stitched seams prevent tearing, 
and top curtain air vents help stop moisture buildup and mildew. 
Adjustable quick-release buckles keep the cover securely in place — 
and speaking of security, Coverking offers available lock grommets 
around the bottom skirt of the cover to help prevent thievery. While the 
motorhome is in storage, a zippered door fl ap allows you to gain entry. 
MSRP: $399.99-$649.99, depending on motorhome type and length. 
Coverking, 714-850-0303, www.coverking.com

 EEVELLE
Established in 1994, Eevelle is a wholesaler of high-quality 
products for the RV, marine, automotive and recreational 
industries — so you can’t buy its products directly from its 
website. The good news is, Eevelle RV covers are available 
through National RV Covers, and they’re offered in two 
brands: Goldline and S2 Expedition. Both product lines 
include a new feature for 2018: load-bearing roof straps 
designed to reduce stress on roof seams. Using heavy-duty 
Tru-Weave fabric technology, a water-resistant Sof-Tec 
Marine coating and a UV inhibitor, Goldline covers offer 
all-weather protection, while a so-called microporous 
fi lm allows superior breathability to prevent mildew and 
rot. Zippered panels with anti-scratch sleeves and quick-
release buckles allow easy access to entry points and even 
accommodate slideouts. Available in gray or tan, Goldline 
covers come with a duffl e RV cover storage bag and a 
5-year warranty. Price varies depending on type and length 
of motorhome, and ranges from $349.99-$689.99.

Billed as the next generation of RV covers, S2 
Expedition covers combine technology with sleek, cutting-
edge design, according to the company. Marinex marine-

grade waterproof fabric is combined with heavier-duty 
side-wall panel construction and reinforced corners for 
extended durability in tough weather conditions. Sewn-in 
Dual Flow Vortex Vents enhance airfl ow, and Durapel UV 
agents prevent fading and other damage. An integrated 
strap system and adjustable full-length tension panels 
help achieve a perfect fi t, and zippered panels with non-
scratch zipper protection sleeves allow access for all entry 
points. MSRP ranges from $259.99-$424.99. National RV 
Covers, 800-616-0599, www.nationalrvcovers.com

Eevelle’s roof straps are 
adjustable to accommodate 
roof-mounted accessories 
and connect via quick-release 
buckles for cover cleaning or 
replacement.

Goldline S2 Expedition

Presidium
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COVER INSTALLATION, 
MAINTENANCE AND 
STORAGE

There’s no way around 
it — installing an RV cover, 

especially for the fi rst time, isn’t 
easy. It’s big, heavy and unwieldy, 
so the most important thing to 
keep in mind is safety. You should 
always enlist the help of a friend 
and exercise extreme caution when 
ascending or descending a ladder, or 
walking around on the roof.

That said, make sure there are 
no sharp edges that could poten-
tially snag or tear the cover prior 
to installation. Unroll it behind 
the motorhome, making note of 
where the front is. Then, with the 
help of a partner, grab the front 
of the cover and carefully ascend 
the ladder, pulling the cover as 
far forward as possible. Drape the 
cover over the sides as you work 
your way rearward, being careful 
when climbing down. We’ve even 
heard from readers who climb the 
ladder fi rst, then use rope to pull 
the cover up to them, which is easier 
than trying to drag it up one-handed, 
and certainly safer. Once in place, a 
ladder can be used to pull edges all 
the way down as needed.

Due to their intended purpose, 
RV covers are pretty tough, but that 
doesn’t mean they don’t need any 
maintenance. Before unwrapping 
your motorhome for the season, hose 
off the cover to remove any loose dirt 
or other environmental residue. A 
washing brush on an extension pole, 
combined with mild detergent, will 
help remove tougher stains. Allow 
the cover to dry thoroughly before 
removing/storing it.

Most RV covers come with a 
storage bag, which, like most storage 
bags, doesn’t seem large enough when 
you want to use it. In these instances, 
a large plastic trash can (with a lid or 
some other cover) functions well to 
keep the cover clean and relatively 
compact until its next use.

 ELEMENTS
Offered exclusively through Camping 
World, Elements covers are available 
in two models to fi t your needs and 
budget. Kicking things off is the All 
Climate, a water-resistant cover with 
triple-layer construction to protect 
against rain, snow, sun and (gasp) 
black streaks. Featuring heavy-duty 
DuPont Tyvek material on the roof, 
All Climate covers incorporate four 
reinforced roof panels to position 
the cover; gutter guard protectors to 
prevent snags/tearing; and polyformed 
grommets that the company claims 
are stronger than metal grommets 
but won’t rust or corrode. Reinforced 
solid-vinyl panels are positioned 
behind the grommets and buckles, 
as well as at the front/rear bumper 
corners. Breathable polypropylene 
side- and end-fabric, combined with 
front/rear/side vents, prevent moisture 
buildup, while zippered panels provide 
easy entry and access to storage com-
partments. MSRP starts at $149.99.

Next up is the Elements Premium, 
which offers similar features to the All 
Climate, but is crafted from Poly-Ox-
ford fabric, which is tough and durable, 
yet lightweight. In fact, Camping 
World claims that the Premium cover 
stores 50 percent smaller than the All 
Climate covers. Lock-stitched, UV-
protected straps and buckles ensure 
that the cover will stay secure for 
years to come. MSRP starts at $339.99. 
Camping World, 888-626-7576, www.
campingworld.com 

 ELEMENTS
Offered exclusively through Camping 

campingworld.com

Premium

All Climate
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WHEN THIS 2007 NEWMAR ALL STAR 4153 TOY HAULER ISN’T TRANSPORTING A PAIR OF 
HARLEYS, IT IS TRANSFORMED INTO THE ULTIMATE TAILGATING MOTORHOME

Perhaps you’ve seen motorhomes tailgating at sporting events. 
Maybe you’ve even tried it yourself. However, I feel confi dent in stating 
that no one has ever tailgated quite like Philadelphia Eagles fan Dennis 

O’Donnell. Why, you ask?

mid-mounted diesel pusher made 
by Newmar and built on a Spartan 
chassis with a Cummins 350 ISL 
engine. The company didn’t produce 
the All Star in large numbers, and 
there were only three listed at dealers 
across the United States: Washington 
state, Florida and Michigan. The 
O’Donnells made the drive from Penn-
sylvania to Michigan and liked what 
they saw. 

The All Star 4153 was designed 
as an ATV hauler, the mid-engine 
allowing for a side-loading door as 
well as more optimal use of interior 
space. Engine access is through 
a large hatch in the kitchen fl oor 
between each side of the split bath, 
which Dennis says actually makes 
routine maintenance easier, since 
it is done under the roof and out of 
the weather. The model includes 
two driver’s-side slides, a full couch, 
and a dinette — all pluses for a 

DOUBLE-DUTY DIESEL

Dennis and Trish O’Donnell have been impressed 
with the versatility of their mid-engine All Star.
Dennis and Trish O’Donnell have been impressed 
with the versatility of their mid-engine All Star.

Because he does it with a 2007 
Newmar, a full bar and a hot tub.

“We’re sort of famous around 
Philly,” he admits with a grin. 

It wasn’t exactly what Dennis 
had in mind when he and wife, Trish, 
bought their RV. The couple owned 
a 1995 Fleetwood Pace Arrow, and 
while it wasn’t the motorhome of 
their dreams, with jobs and children 

at home, it made sense to wait until 
retirement to purchase a new coach. 
That was before they bought his-and-
hers Harley-Davidsons and realized 
that camping trips would be a lot more 
fun if they could bring their new mo-
torcycles along. The only solution was 
to replace their current motorhome 
with a toy hauler, and they didn’t want 
to wait more than a decade to do it. 

The O’Donnells began to heavily 
research their options, intent on 
fi nding a motorhome that would have 
a garage without sacrifi cing a com-
fortable interior. They found that only 
one model fi t their specifi cations — a 
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family motorhome. They were also 
impressed by Newmar’s reputation 
for customer service and quality of 
craftsmanship.

The list price of the All Star was 
$252,000, but the coach was not a 
popular model, and the O’Donnells 
were able to negotiate a purchase 
price of $177,000. At the time, they 
saw the toy hauler space as nothing 
more than a portable storage for 
their Harleys. 

That has changed.
“I didn’t really anticipate it, but we 

fi gured out different ways to use the 
garage,” Dennis explains.

The versatility comes in part from 
the fact that the garage space has 
comfort heating and air conditioning. 
With the motorcycles out, the garage 
became an extra bedroom for camping 
trips. In winter, when the motorcycles 
weren’t in use, the All Star was trans-
formed into the family’s mobile ski 
chalet, with the garage serving as a 
mudroom and ski storage area. 

As the kids got older, the 
O’Donnells began to use their 
Newmar to tailgate at games. Dennis 
built a portable bar that could be 
easily set up in the garage and 
installed a fl at-screen TV. Eventually 

he developed supports for the heavy 
ramp door so that it could double as 
a patio and covered the ramp with 
indoor/outdoor carpeting. He used 
dog fencing for patio walls and put 
up a portable canopy, creating a 
comfortable, all-weather porch that 
has become party central at RV parks 
along the East Coast.

All of which leads us to the 
Eagles/Saints 2014 playoff game, on 
a freezing cold day in Philadelphia. A 
friend loaded his hot tub in a trailer, 
fi lled it, let it warm up and then 
hauled it to the game, parking it at 
the end of Dennis’ open ramp. 

“You could walk out of the bar, 
grab a hot dog from the grill on the 
patio, and then step right down into 
the hot tub,” Dennis laughs.

The unique sight of a half-dozen 
men in swim trunks sitting in 
steaming water on a 24-degree day 
drew the attention of an NBC news 
crew reporting from the stadium 
parking lot, and the cameras started 
rolling. O’Donnell’s Newmar ended 
up on the evening news and the video 
went viral on YouTube.

As for the O’Donnells, they have 
passed the 10-year anniversary of 
ownership, and are just as pleased 
now as the day they bought their All 
Star.

“Once in a while we think about 
getting a new motorhome, but we 
can’t get serious about it because 
they don’t make anything like this 
anymore,” Dennis says. 

The couple did give their Newmar 
an interior facelift in 2017, taking 
the coach to the manufacturer for 

installation of new laminate fl oors 
and carpeting. They have put 109,000 
miles on the odometer, which is 
impressive when you consider they 
did it all while still working full-time. 
Dennis has a position in information 
technology sales and Trish in human 
resources benefi ts. 

For all of their trips, Dennis keeps 
a captain’s log, a practice he highly 
recommends because it allows you 
to look back on past vacations as 
well as be reminded of lessons from 
previous camping experiences. At the 
time of this writing, the All Star has 
made 192 trips, with 790 nights spent 
vacationing on board. They recently 
used the coach to drop their son off 
at school in Colorado, making it a 
leisurely sightseeing adventure. With 
the kids grown, most of their trips 
are now made with Jax, the family 
dog. They have a group of eight other 
couples with whom they regularly go 
RVing, staying at spots like Rehoboth 
Beach, Delaware; Virginia Beach, 
Virginia; and Nashville, Tennessee. 
As for the future, “Our ultimate trip is 
the Alaska run,” Dennis says.

As for the decision more than a 
decade ago to buy their retirement 
motorhome years before retirement, 
it is one choice they do not regret. 

“Overall, we are extremely 
happy,” Trish notes.

The versatility of the toy hauler 
has allowed the Newmar to adapt to 
the family’s changing needs — not to 
mention achieving Internet notoriety. 
Truly a vehicle for all seasons, the 
O’Donnells’ All Star is a wonderfully 
unique classic ride. 

Above: The All Star, at 11 years old, recently had an interior facelift, getting new laminate 
fl ooring and carpet. Above, right: The ramp door doubles as an outdoor raised patio, making 
the Newmar a popular RV park attraction.

The O'Donnells' 2007 All Star has a 
rear garage and a side-loading ramp.

ALL STAR RVING 
A mid-engine toy hauler is not for 
everyone. The 8-by-9-foot area 
occupied by the garage does cut 
down on the motorhome's interior 
space. However, if you want to haul 
a boat or tow another vehicle and 
you still want to take along other 
toys, the All Star is a great choice. 
Because of their limited production, 
Newmar All Stars are not easy to 
fi nd on the used market. If you do 
fi nd one, expect to pay between 
$102,000-$117,000.
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Rescue Socks
Don’t throw away your old, worn out socks with holes in them! They’re great to use for polishing wheels or applying wax 
on the motorhome’s exterior, or for polishing cabinets, dusting or for cleaning up spills inside the coach. You can also use 
them to wrap up items that may bang together in cabinets (like glassware). White cotton socks seem to work the best. Of 
course, it’s a good idea to wash them first. 
Norm Hardy | Meadview, Arizona

Hair’s to You
The chassis air conditioner on 
our 2006 Safari Cheetah didn’t 
seem to be blowing as hard as 
it did years ago. After a little 
investigation, we found the 
core was clogged with a tremendous amount of cat hair. 
After a $300 fee to have the core cleaned, we came up 
with a way to stop the hair from clogging it up again. We 
cut a piece of roof-A/C filter material to fit a $5 frame 
we bought from the Dollar General and attached it with 
hook-and-loop fastener. Now, does anybody want a cat?
Carl and Marty Turner | Pensacola, Florida

Bungee Blocker
Housed above each of the captain’s seats on my Class 
A motorhome are very shallow cupboards in which 
very little can be stored. I thought this would be a good 
place to keep CDs and DVDs, so I placed several in the 
cabinets. However, when the cupboard was opened, the 
contents would all tip forward and fall out because there 
was nothing holding them in. To remedy this, I inserted a 
cup-holder screw into each side of the cupboard, a little 
less than halfway up, and attached a thin, taut bungee 
cord. The bungee securely holds the DVDs and CDs in the 
cupboard, and the titles can still be viewed and removed 
without removing the cord. Even with the cord in place, 
the contents are quite accessible and easy to remove.
Barb Clingensmith | New Castle, Pennsylvania

QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN
TECH SAVVY

Have an Idea?  Quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750 
Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Photos must be high-resolution, 
at a minimum of 1,400 by 1,400 pixels. If your tip is published, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN.

Going Vinyl
We have owned several Class C 
motorhomes, and in each one of them 
we mimic the snap-on privacy curtain 
while traveling using clear vinyl 
plastic to help with climate control. 
We overlap the clear vinyl in the 
center to allow us to freely enter and 
exit the living area from the cockpit. 
This keeps the cool air in the cockpit 

and keeps the need to run the dash 
air conditioning to a minimum, thus 
saving fuel.

When we stop for lunch, we turn 
off the engine and dash air, and then 
start the generator to run the roof air 
conditioner. When we want to cool the 
living area, and not the cockpit, we 
make sure the vinyl curtain is closed. 
Once back on the road, the clear vinyl 

allows us to see to the rear of the 
coach, and also allows us to safely see 
out the side windows for traffic.

We are pleasantly surprised at 
the amount of fuel we have saved, not 
to mention the increased horsepower 
of our motorhome without the roof 
air running constantly to cool the 
entire unit.
Kenneth Bednarz | Lubbock, Texas 
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* Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in AR, CA, FL, GA, LA, MS, OH, OK, OR, TX, TN, 
WA, or UT). ^Savings based on MSRP and government fees, state taxes and dealer fees as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (not applicable in CA, OH, TX, TN, GA, WA, OR or 
UT). 25% savings based on stk# 1532586. Inventory and fl oorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the nearest authorized dealer. Contact your area dealer 
for availability. Vehicle identifi cation numbers posted at dealership. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other offer and not applicable to prior 
sales. Offer(s) valid at any Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. (c) 2018 FreedomRoads, LLC. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. and used with permission. Unauthorized 
use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. Offers expire 10/28/2018. FR089658-0818
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25%

OFF
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New!  2019 THOR MOTOR COACH

FREEDOM ELITE 28FE
STK.#1532586 • Bu� alo, NY • MSRP $102,300 • Now $76,995*

Based on 10% down @ 5.25% APR for 240 mos.

PER 
MO.*

$469
FRONT-LIVING
FLOORPLAN

HD-MAX® Exterior 
with Graphics Package

Onan® RV QG 4000 
Gas Generator

Exterior 32” TV on 
Swivel Bracket with 
Bluetooth® Sound 
Bar and Radio

DOUBLE
SLIDE-OUT

Bedroom USB Power 
Charging Center for 
Electronics

Touchscreen Dash Radio 
with Back-up Monitor 
with Integrated Camera

Upgraded Recessed 
3-Burner Gas Cooktop/
Oven with Glass Cover

^

RV Sales Ad
51 FREEDOM ROADS.indd   8/20/18   2:31 PM   - 51 -    (Cyan)51 FREEDOM ROADS.indd   8/20/18   2:31 PM   - 51 -    (Magenta)51 FREEDOM ROADS.indd   8/20/18   2:31 PM   - 51 -    (Yellow)51 FREEDOM ROADS.indd   8/20/18   2:31 PM   - 51 -    (BlacK)



SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com/Shop   ° Flat shipping fee applies To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH Product Protection Plan available
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OF THE YEAR ON RV COVERS!

Ultra-Shield™ RV Cover Features:
1. Elastic Corners Provide Tension for a Snug, Secure Fit
2. Covered Air Vents Help Prevent Trapped Moisture
3. Zipper Entry Doors for Easy Access
4. Front and Rear Cinching Straps Reduce Loose Fabric 
 for a Perfect Fit
5. Underbelly Strap System for a Tight, Secure Fit
6. Tyvek® Top Protects Roof Against UV and Moisture

TYVEK® Roof Offers:
• UV Protection
• Water Resistance
• Breathability

What is Ultrasonic Welding?
Ultrasonic welding is a method of joining two materials 
by converting electrical energy into heat energy. A high-
frequency acoustic vibration is applied to the materials 
being held together under pressure to create the weld.

• Tyvek® Top Panel is Triple-Stitched 
 to the Polypropylene Side Panels
• Polypropylene Side Panels Breathe
 to Help Prevent Mold and Mildew

• Contemporary Two-Tone Design
• Water Resistant

To learn more, visit 
CampingWorld.com/ultrashield-covers

REVOLUTIONARY ULTRASONIC WELDING
40% STRONGER THAN STITCHED SEAMS!*

*Based on independent lab testing.

 Protect your Elements cover against weather damage—
wind, rain or hail for a few dollars a month!

PRICES GOOD THROUGH OCTOBER 28, 2018

TWICE AS STRONG 
AS OTHER FABRICS!*

• Poly-Oxford Fabric Tested for Superior Strength and Durability
• Vents Feature Mesh Insets for Better Ventilation
• Lighter Fabric Allows Easier Handling and Coverage for Quicker Installation
• Stores in 50% Less Space than Elements All-Climate RV Covers
• Water-Repellent

*Based on outside testing.

•  Extended Tyvek® Rooftop to 
Protect Corners

•  Breathable Polypropylene Fabric 
Lets Moisture Out

• Water-Resistant

EXCLUSIVE Features for ALL Elements RV Covers:
1  Four Reinforced Roof Panel Handles  to Help Position Cover

2  Reinforced Buckles, Flaps and Straps Resist  Rip-Out

3  Front/Rear/Side Vents Improve Airflow to Prevent Mold and Mildew

4  Elastic Inset and Adjustable Straps on  Front/Rear Panels for Best Fit

5  Poly-Formed Grommets Won’t Rust or Corrode 
 and Are Stronger than Metal in Pull Testing

6  Extended Reinforced Vinyl and Elasticized Front
 and Rear Bumper  Panels for Extra Wear Protection

7  Lock-Stitched, UV-Protected  Straps & Buckles

©2018 CWI Inc. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks are expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.

CLUB MEMBERS

Ultra-Shield™ RV Cover Features:

EXCLUSIVE Features for ALL Elements RV Covers:EXCLUSIVE Features for ALL Elements RV Covers:EXCLUSIVE
Four Reinforced Roof Panel Handles  to Help Position Cover

 Reinforced Buckles, Flaps and Straps Resist  Rip-Out

5  Poly-Formed Grommets Won’t Rust or Corrode  Poly-Formed Grommets Won’t Rust or Corrode 
 and Are Stronger than Metal in Pull Testing

6  Extended Reinforced Vinyl and Elasticized Front Extended Reinforced Vinyl and Elasticized Front
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Save up 

 
to $220
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OF THE YEAR ON RV COVERS!

Ultra-Shield™ RV Cover Features:
1. Elastic Corners Provide Tension for a Snug, Secure Fit
2. Covered Air Vents Help Prevent Trapped Moisture
3. Zipper Entry Doors for Easy Access
4. Front and Rear Cinching Straps Reduce Loose Fabric 
 for a Perfect Fit
5. Underbelly Strap System for a Tight, Secure Fit
6. Tyvek® Top Protects Roof Against UV and Moisture

TYVEK® Roof Offers:
• UV Protection
• Water Resistance
• Breathability

What is Ultrasonic Welding?
Ultrasonic welding is a method of joining two materials 
by converting electrical energy into heat energy. A high-
frequency acoustic vibration is applied to the materials 
being held together under pressure to create the weld.

• Tyvek® Top Panel is Triple-Stitched 
 to the Polypropylene Side Panels
• Polypropylene Side Panels Breathe
 to Help Prevent Mold and Mildew

• Contemporary Two-Tone Design
• Water Resistant

To learn more, visit 
CampingWorld.com/ultrashield-covers

REVOLUTIONARY ULTRASONIC WELDING
40% STRONGER THAN STITCHED SEAMS!*

*Based on independent lab testing.

 Protect your Elements cover against weather damage—
wind, rain or hail for a few dollars a month!

PRICES GOOD THROUGH OCTOBER 28, 2018

TWICE AS STRONG 
AS OTHER FABRICS!*

• Poly-Oxford Fabric Tested for Superior Strength and Durability
• Vents Feature Mesh Insets for Better Ventilation
• Lighter Fabric Allows Easier Handling and Coverage for Quicker Installation
• Stores in 50% Less Space than Elements All-Climate RV Covers
• Water-Repellent

*Based on outside testing.

•  Extended Tyvek® Rooftop to 
Protect Corners

•  Breathable Polypropylene Fabric 
Lets Moisture Out

• Water-Resistant

EXCLUSIVE Features for ALL Elements RV Covers:
1  Four Reinforced Roof Panel Handles  to Help Position Cover

2  Reinforced Buckles, Flaps and Straps Resist  Rip-Out

3  Front/Rear/Side Vents Improve Airflow to Prevent Mold and Mildew

4  Elastic Inset and Adjustable Straps on  Front/Rear Panels for Best Fit

5  Poly-Formed Grommets Won’t Rust or Corrode 
 and Are Stronger than Metal in Pull Testing

6  Extended Reinforced Vinyl and Elasticized Front
 and Rear Bumper  Panels for Extra Wear Protection

7  Lock-Stitched, UV-Protected  Straps & Buckles

©2018 CWI Inc. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks are expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.

CLUB MEMBERS

Ultra-Shield™ RV Cover Features:

EXCLUSIVE Features for ALL Elements RV Covers:EXCLUSIVE Features for ALL Elements RV Covers:EXCLUSIVE
Four Reinforced Roof Panel Handles  to Help Position Cover

 Reinforced Buckles, Flaps and Straps Resist  Rip-Out

5  Poly-Formed Grommets Won’t Rust or Corrode  Poly-Formed Grommets Won’t Rust or Corrode 
 and Are Stronger than Metal in Pull Testing

6  Extended Reinforced Vinyl and Elasticized Front Extended Reinforced Vinyl and Elasticized Front

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save up 

 
to $220

1

2

3

6

7

5

Zippered Accessible 
Panels for Easy Entry

4

1
2

3

4

5

6

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save up 

 
to $235

REVOLUTIONARY 

ONLY AT
CAMPING
WORLD!
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QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN
TECH SAVVY

That’s one of the more involved 
sequences of events we’ve seen at 
Hot Line. But the bottom line is, the 
Thompsons feel their motorhome’s 
problem was actually made worse by 
McWhorter’s unsuccessful attempts 
to fix it. After reviewing their case, 
we agreed, so we sent a message to 
McWhorter’s. We heard back a short 
time later.

I am writing regarding the work 
that was done at McWhorter’s 
Truck Center on a 2002 Freight-
liner X Line motorhome for Kyle 

and Sharon Thompson. I have 
reviewed the work that was done on 
this vehicle and have come to the 
conclusion that the customer should 
not have been charged for the re-
placement of the [HEUI] pump. From 
what I can tell, it was carelessness by 

Contact Hot Line for HelpTake Action
Hot Line assists in mediating conflicts between consumers and RV dealers and manufactur-
ers, accessories suppliers and service providers. After exhausting all other resources, send 
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036 
and enclose copies of appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. Selected letters will be edited and published unless otherwise requested.

We are hoping that Hot Line can help us obtain a 
refund of payment made for the replacement of 

the hydraulic electronic unit injector (HEUI) pump on our 
2002 Newmar Dutch Star, built on the Freightliner chassis 
with a Caterpillar engine. 

We took our coach to McWhorter’s Truck Center in 
Lubbock, Texas, to have the oil changed and to investigate 
a small oil drip from the line from the HEUI pump. The 
hose had many cracks, and one seemed to be weeping 
oil (it was not a major leak). The shop performed the oil 
change and said the leak was due to a loose fitting, which 
they tightened. We drove it home and it seemed to be OK. 

The next time we used the coach, we noticed the leak 
was back again so we took it back to the shop. At this point 
they said the hose would have to be replaced, and they 
would have to get the part from Caterpillar. The first hose 
they received and tried to install was not the right part, as 
the service manager said the threads were incorrect. He 
then said that Caterpillar had also upgraded the hose to 
steel tubing, so the shop once again contacted Caterpillar 
to get the new part. The service manager refunded the 
amount ($185) of the previous repair — excluding the oil 
change — and charged us $638.51 for the new repair. We 
drove home and everything seemed to be fine. 

The following week, my wife and I took the motor home 
to a town located only 12 miles away from our house. The 
trip there was fine, but by the time we got home we were 
leaving a trail of oil on the road behind us. We called the 
shop and the service manager sent out a technician, who 

had to add about a gallon of oil when he got there. He 
found the leak in the same place and said the O-ring had 
blown out. After he fixed it the next day, he ran the engine 
for about 45 minutes at different rpm and, again, it all 
seemed to be fine. 

Later, not even a mile from our house, the motorhome 
lost all power. Again, the coach left a large trail of oil 
behind us. We called McWhorter’s. Once they towed it 
back to the shop, we were told the HEUI pump had to be 
replaced. I asked how that could be when the only thing 
that was wrong when we brought it in was that the hose 
was leaking. The service manager didn’t have an answer. 
I asked for an estimate, but he said he wouldn’t know until 
he received the bill from Caterpillar. 

I then asked the service manager how they tested the 
pump to determine it was bad. He told me there was no 
way to bench test it. I asked if he had hooked a computer 
to the engine to test it and he said it couldn’t be done. I 
know it can be done — and I have seen a video that proves 
it. I told him his shop had either cross-threaded or over-
torqued the fitting, and that is the only reason the pump 
had to be replaced. He finally admitted that it was not his 
fault that Caterpillar sent him the wrong part. 

Wrong part or not it was his shop that caused the 
damage to the pump when it was only a small leak in a 
hose to begin with. The final bill was $3,800 that I do not 
feel I should have to pay. I hope Hot Line can help recoup 
some, or all, of our money. Thank you in advance.
Kyle and Sharon Thompson | Anton, Texas

the technician in not matching up the 
parts. That being said, we are issuing 
a check to refund the customers for 
the $3,640 that they spent replacing 
the pump.
Tony Lee, Store Manager, McWhorter’s 
Truck Center | Lubbock, Texas 

Upset after their motorhome’s small oil leak had grown to disastrous proportions  
following an oil change and minor hose repair, a couple turned to Hot Line for  
assistance. They wrote:

The Very Thirsty Caterpillar
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FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE 20%

OFF

SUPER COUPON

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM*

900 Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

SUPER COUPON

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was  
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 2/19/19 while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day.

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 2/19/19.

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be used with 
other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, 
Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, 
fl oor jacks, safes, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, trencher/backhoe, 
welders, Admiral, Ames, Bauer, Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Earthquake, Fischer, Hercules, 
Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on prior 
purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 2/19/19.

LIMIT  9  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  9  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  9  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  8  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  9  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  7  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  9  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  2/19/19 *

* 37729137 *
 3 7 7 2 9 1 3 7 

* 37730187 *
 3 7 7 3 0 1 8 7 

* 37787723 *
 3 7 7 8 7 7 2 3 

* 37774075 *
 3 7 7 7 4 0 7 5 

* 37759582 *
 3 7 7 5 9 5 8 2 

* 37750505 *
 3 7 7 5 0 5 0 5 

* 37784233 *
 3 7 7 8 4 2 3 3 

* 37768139 *
 3 7 7 6 8 1 3 9 

* 37752576 *
 3 7 7 5 2 5 7 6 

* 37787024 *
 3 7 7 8 7 0 2 4 

* 37769134 *
 3 7 7 6 9 1 3 4 

* 37759094 *
 3 7 7 5 9 0 9 4 

* 37750169 *
 3 7 7 5 0 1 6 9 

* 37774953 *
 3 7 7 7 4 9 5 3 

* 37761962 *
 3 7 7 6 1 9 6 2 

* 37750547 *
 3 7 7 5 0 5 4 7 

* 37739037 *
 3 7 7 3 9 0 3 7 

* 37731251 *
 3 7 7 3 1 2 5 1 

ITEM  98025/63604/63758/63759
69096 / 90899  shown

 7 FUNCTION 
DIGITAL 

MULTIMETER 

COMPARE TO

$ 1672 
PROSKIT

MODEL: MT-1210

•  3.5" LCD Display
• Battery Included 

ITEM  47902/61328/63015 / 62843  shown
$ 499 $ 4$ 99

SAVE  
 80% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 3 99  

 40 PIECE, 3/8" DRIVE
SAE AND METRIC

SOCKET SET 

COMPARE TO $ 1997 
 KOBALT MODEL:  89809 

ITEM  62859/63055 / 62860  shown
$ 19999  19999

SAVE  
 $100 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 1999999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 69 99  

 10 FT. x 17 FT.
PORTABLE GARAGE 

COMPARE TO
 SHELTER 
LOGIC 

$ 270 
MODEL:  76377 

ITEM  69594/69955/64284 / 42292  shown

$ 999  9$ 9 9$ 99SAVE  
50%

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 499  

 AUTOMATIC
BATTERY FLOAT

CHARGER 

ITEM  69505/62418 / 66537  shown
$ 899 $$$ 899

SAVE  
 70% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 899

NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 99  

 72" x 80"
MOVING

BLANKET 

COMPARE TO

$ 1999 
 BLUE HAWK 

MODEL:  77280 

ITEM  60561 / 69462  shown

$ 999 $ 999SAVE  
 55% 

Customer Rating

$ 999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 799  

 3 PIECE DECORATIVE 
SOLAR LED LIGHTS 

COMPARE TO
 YARDS & BEYOND 

MODEL:  APA001234V1AAA4 

$ 1785 

ITEM  63098/61899/63095/63096/63097 / 93888  shown

$ 1099 $ 1099

SAVE  
 54% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 799  

 18" x 12"
MOVER'S DOLLY 

COMPARE TO

$ 1765 
 BUFFALO 
TOOLS 

MODEL:  HDFDOLLY 

•  1000 lb. capacity 

ITEM  62523 

$ 49999  49999 SAVE  
 $549 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 449 99  

 2000 WATT SUPER QUIET 
INVERTER GENERATOR 

COMPARE TO $ 999 
 HONDA MODEL:  EU2000i 

•  4.7 hours run-time 

ITEM  61858/69512 / 69445  shown
$ 17999  17999

SAVE  
 $100 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 1799999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 99 99  

 1 TON CAPACITY
FOLDABLE

SHOP CRANE 
•  Boom extends from 

36-1/4" to 50-1/4"
• Crane height adjusts 

from 82" to 94" 

COMPARE TO
 IRONTON 

$ 19999 
MODEL:  46218 

ITEM  62520 / 60238  shown

$ 6499 $ 64 6499

SAVE 
 $60 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

$

NOWNOWNOW

$ 49 99  

 8", 5 SPEED 
BENCHTOP
DRILL PRESS 

COMPARE TO

$ 11095 
 BUFFALO BLACK 

MODEL:  DP5UL 

ITEM  62515 / 66911  shown
$ 2999  2999

SAVE  
 61% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 2999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 STEP STOOL/
WORKING PLATFORM 

COMPARE TO $ 5145  GPL MODEL:  H-21 

•  350 lb. 
capacity 

ITEM 68149/ 62380/62511/62894 / 67696  shown

$ 11899 $ 11899

SAVE  $70 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

99
NOWNOWNOW

$ 99 99  

 6 GALLON, 1.5 HP, 150 PSI
PROFESSIONAL OIL-FREE
AIR COMPRESSOR 

COMPARE TO $ 16999 
 DEWALT MODEL:  DWFP55126 

• Air delivery: 
2.5 CFM @ 90 PSI 
3.4 CFM @ 40 PSI

ITEM  69904 / 68892  shown

$ 39999  39999
SAVE 
 $500 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

SAVE 

NOW

SAVE 

NOWNOW

$ 299 99  

 1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

COMPARE TO $ 79999 
 DIRECT-LIFT MODEL:  873100 

•  Diamond plate steel platform and ramp
• Lift range: 7" to 29-1/2" 

ITEM  64481/64716 / 63284  shown

$ 14999  14999

SAVE 
 $74 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 12499  

 40 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS
BRUSHLESS BLOWER 

COMPARE TO $ 199 
 DEWALT MODEL:  DCBL790B 

 12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 
AUTOMATIC BRAKE 

ITEM  64045/64046 / 63770  shown

$ 39999  399 39999

SAVE  $400 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 3999999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 299 99  

COMPARE TO $ 69999 
 WARN MODEL:  96820 

 Battle 
Tested 

•  Weighs 83.65 lbs.
• 21" L x 10-1/8" H 

ITEM 64417, 64418, 61363, 68497, 
61360, 61359, 68498, 68496 shown

$ 799 $$$ 799

SAVE  
 40% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 79999

NOWNOW

$ 5 99  

 POWDER-FREE
NITRILE GLOVES
PACK OF 100 

COMPARE TO

$ 999 
 VENOM 

MODEL:  VEN4145 

•  5 mil thickness 

30" MECHANIC’S CART

900 Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

30" MECHANIC’S CART
BEATS Snap-on*

Blue-Point

$189
99

YOUR CHOICE
OF COLOR Snap-on 

Blue-Point 
KRBC10TBPES

* Snap -on KRBC10TBPES stated specs   

2,510 SQ.IN. STORAGE CAPACITY 2,400 SQ.IN.

700  LBS. WEIGHT CAPACITY 540  LBS.

YES 30-1/2" WIDTH YES
YES 20-1/2" DEPTH YES

41-3/8" HEIGHT 41-1/4"
5 DRAWER COUNT 4

YES DRAWER LATCHES NO
YES PRE-CUT DRAWER LINERS YES
YES LOCKING SWIVEL CASTERS YES
YES BALL BEARING SLIDES YES
YES MULTIPLE COLORS AVAILABLE YES

PRICE $800$209992092092092092092092092092092092092099920999209999920999209999999999999

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$610

ITEM 64031ITEM 64059
64061/64060 shown

BLUERED BLACK
ITEM 64033
64030/64032

SUPER COUPON

ITEM   69227/62116
62584/68048 shown

 $8799 $87$$ 99 

• Lifts from 5" to 18-1/4"
• Weighs 74 lbs.

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
POWERBUILT

$13527
MODEL: 647593

$8799 99 

NOWNOWNOW

$74
99

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$60

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON STEEL 
HEAVY DUTY FLOOR JACK 

hft_motorhome_1118_M-REG148311.indd   1 7/31/18   3:23 PM

55 HARBOR FREIGHT.indd   8/20/18   2:30 PM   - 55 -    (Cyan)55 HARBOR FREIGHT.indd   8/20/18   2:30 PM   - 55 -    (Magenta)55 HARBOR FREIGHT.indd   8/20/18   2:30 PM   - 55 -    (Yellow)55 HARBOR FREIGHT.indd   8/20/18   2:30 PM   - 55 -    (BlacK)



Bugged by Bugs!
I have some questions about 
products for my 1999 Rexhall 

Vision Class A 25-foot motorhome. 
I’m looking for something that can 
be applied to the front hood area that 
defl ects bugs or allows them to be 
easily wiped away. I’m also looking 
for a product that cleans the screens 
on the windows without damaging 
them. What product is used to enable 
easy bug removal from windshields, 
and what’s the best way to remove 
dirt from window screens?
David Zuckerman | Erda, Utah

The front end of your 
motorhome is nearly vertical, 

so bug defl ectors won’t work. 
Some owners have clear plastic 
“masks” installed, but these tend 
to harden and deteriorate after a 
while. Others install pre-shaped 
vinyl “bras” that protect from stone 
chips and other damage. However, 
they tend to hold moisture 
underneath, which can damage 
the surface. Both options are 
somewhat costly. 

There are a number of bug-
removal products on the market 
that reduce the effort required for 
removing bugs; we put 14 of them 
to the test in “Bugging Out” in the 

TECH SAVVY

April 2016 issue (www.motorhome.
com/top-stories/bugging-out). While 
microfi ber towels work well for 
removing bugs, sometimes with only 
water, products like the Love Bug 
Eraser (http://lovebugeraser.com) 
make the job less unpleasant. You 
might also consider products that 
help prevent the bugs from sticking 
to the surface. RejeX (http://rejex.
com/rejex-high-gloss-fi nish-that-
protects) is popular with RVers and 
can be applied twice a year. 3M makes 
a spray-on fi lm (www.autozone.com/
landing/page.jsp?name=3m-paint-
defender-spray-fi lm) that lasts for one 
year, is easy to remove and reapply, 
and is available from AutoZone. 
Rain-X (https://www.rainx.com/) also 
works quite well on the windshield to 
prevent bugs from sticking.

As for the window screens: Dust 
the screens with a dry rag to remove 
loose dirt or use a soft brush vacuum 
cleaner attachment to suction off 
any dirt. If the screens cannot be 
removed for cleaning outside, lay old 
towels or plastic sheets below the 
windows. Fill a bucket with warm 
water and add a few squirts of dish 
soap. If the screens are very dirty, 
use a little more dish soap, and add 
¼ cup of ammonia and a few ounces 
of Borax powder to make a stronger 

cleaning solution. Dip a lint-free rag 
in the cleaning solution and wring 
it out well. With the rag wetted with 
cleaning solution, wipe the window 
screens. Don’t press too hard. Rinse 
and wring out the cloth frequently 
to remove dirt. Then, dip a clean, 
lint-free cloth into a bucket of plain 
water and wring it out thoroughly. 
Wipe the window screens several 
times to remove the cleaning solution 
and any remaining dirt. Allow the 
screens to air dry.

Towing an Equinox
We have a 2012 motorhome and 
a new 2018 Chevy Equinox LT 

AWD with the 1.5-liter turbocharged 
4-cylinder gas engine. I’ve owned it 
eight months and want to fl at tow it 
cross country.
Warren A. Wells | Liverpool, New York

Chevrolet only approves certain 
versions of the Equinox for fl at 

towing. This information is listed in our 
2018 Guide to Dinghy Towing and is 
also available for free on our website 
(www.motorhome.com). The front-
wheel-drive (FWD) Equinox models 
with the 1.5-liter gas or 1.6-liter diesel 
engine are both towable, but with 
all-wheel drive (AWD) models, only the 

By Ken Freund

QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN

We have a 2002 Fleetwood Southwind Class A 
coach on a Ford F-53 chassis. The windshield 
wipers went whacky. They work, but won’t 
properly park. If I am agile, I can park them 

manually, as necessary. On at least one occasion they 
would not turn off until the key was turned off. I had the 
motor rebuilt. A good mechanic replaced the switch, then 
the module from Ford and even tried another motor. He 
was able to return all parts except the module. He had to 
eat it. I am only out the new switch. Any thoughts?
Kent Bosch | Estes Park, Colorado

Wiper Woes

The module controls the delay function, but the act 
of shutting it off in the park position is controlled 

by an internal switch within the wiper motor itself. 
Therefore, the rebuilt motor needs to be replaced. A 
good mechanic should understand the function of each 
part in the system. I’m not sure how good your mechanic 
is; he seems more like a parts replacer to me.

COACH & POWERTRAINHOT LINE |

We have a 2002 Fleetwood Southwind Class A 
coach on a Ford F-53 chassis. The windshield 
wipers went whacky. They work, but won’t 
properly park. If I am agile, I can park them 

HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN
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Radiant Electric Heat – A Revolution in RV Comfort

 *	Custom-designed	to	fit	any	floor	plan
 *	Gently	warms	the	surrounding	surfaces	and	occupants
 * Typical	energy	savings	of	28	percent

No More Cold Feet

Ideal for stone and 
ceramic tile used 
in today’s high-end 
luxury coaches

*  Open weave mesh  
of resistance wires

*  Thin, light,  
easy to install

Radiant comfort 
under vinyl 
and engineered 
flooring.

*  Paper-thin laminated 
carbon heating element

*  Offers benefits of 
radiant heat for  
lower and mid-range 
luxury RV markets

Technical	Support		|		Installation	Training		|		Warranty	Support		|		State-of-the-Art	Diagnostics

percent

Radiant comfort
under vinyl

 877-789-HEAT(4328)    
www.GoldHeat.com

Serving the RV industry since 2001  

Ideal for stone and 

1.6-liter diesel is approved for dinghy 
towing. Unfortunately, your model is 
not approved by the manufacturer for 
fl at towing, and cannot be towed on a 
dolly (with two wheels down) either. So, 
your only option is to use a car trailer. 
The (expensive) lesson here is to do 
your research before purchasing.

Frequent Fuel Pump Failures
Recently, the fuel pump on my 
2007 National Sea Breeze on 

the Ford F-53 chassis, 6.8-liter V-10 
engine failed. This is the third pump 
replacement in four years, with only 
6,000 miles traveled. The fi rst replace-
ment occurred at 30,000 miles in 2014. 
It was repaired using an OEM pump 
at a Ford commercial truck dealer. 
The tank was inspected, and no issues 
were found. The following year, the 
replacement pump failed, and the 
vehicle was taken to the same dealer 
for repair. Fortunately, the repair was 
free, since the dealer warranties its 

repair for one year (parts and labor). 
Again, the system was inspected, and 
no issues were found (an OEM pump 
was used). Three years later it failed 
again. The same dealer (albeit at a 
different location) was used to perform 
the repair. The mechanic had no advice 
or knowledge as to what might be 
causing the failures, but agreed that 
the rate of failure was too high. Again, 
full inspection of the system was 
done, and no contributing factors were 
identifi ed. This time I had them use an 
aftermarket pump, since I had already 
had two failures with OEM pumps. In 
all cases I had the fuel fi lter replaced 
post failure; I know this is down line 
from the pump, but it only made sense 
to do so. There were no performance 
issues prior to failure of any of the 
pumps. I did keep the failed pump 
this time with the hope that someone 
could use it to identify the origin of 
the failure. It’s hard to believe that I’m 
the only one having this problem. Is 
it possible there is an electrical issue 

causing this? I can’t keep replacing 
pumps at a cost of $1,500 each time. 
Ray Weber | St. Paul, Minnesota

The OEM pump should be a 
Walbro; several brands of after-

market pumps are also available. The 
number of failures you have experi-
enced is unusual, although coinciden-
tally I had four aftermarket electric 
fuel pumps fail on my motorhome’s 
chassis this summer within 8,000 
miles. Turns out all were made in 
China. Mine was mounted on the frame 
behind the left exhaust manifold. When 
it got hot it would quit temporarily. I 
had to make a heat shield and air duct 
to reduce temperatures to make it live.

A restricted inlet strainer can 
starve the pump, causing it to run 
dry, overheat and fail. Contamination 
in the tank, such as rust, could also 
kill pumps. However, I suspect these 
conditions would have been noticed. 
Have someone who is an expert on fuel 
pumps take the failed pump apart and 
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Thanks for sharing your experience, 
Daniel. I have received several letters 
from satisfied customers. Folks in that 
region with mask problems may want 
to inquire with the company.

Sagging Ceilings
We have a 2006 36-foot Class A 
Itasca Meridian diesel pusher. 

The interior roof of (padded) vinyl 
material is sagging and has begun 
to separate from the foam backing. 
After speaking with several upholstery 
shops and contacting Winnebago, 
there doesn’t seem to be an easy fix for 
this problem — we’ll have to replace 
the entire ceiling. We have encoun-
tered other RV owners who replaced 
their motorhome’s ceilings at a high 
price, some reaching up to $6,000. This 
seems to be a widespread problem. 
Lee Menke | Las Cruces, New Mexico

This also happens to older cars 
and trucks, as the glue dries out 

and fails. Check with several auto 
upholstery shops, particularly ones 
that work on motorhomes. You should 
be able to find a shop that will install 
new ceiling material without costing 
a fortune, although it may be different 
from the original.

Genset Quits — Tip
This is in regard to Bo Johnson’s 
August letter “Genset Quits.” I had the 
same problem with my motorhome’s 
generator on numerous occasions. 
I took it to Cummins in Kansas City 
and the mechanics couldn’t find 
any issues. On one trip, I raised the 
hood and found that the dash air-
conditioner evaporator drain tube was 
plugged and water was cascading 
onto the top of the generator. After 
clearing the blockage and allowing 
everything to dry out, the generator 
ran for a while. Although water was 
draining through the drain tube, the 
gasket on the evaporator housing was 
defective and allowing enough water 
to drain onto the generator control to 
prohibit operation. Since the gasket 
was repaired, I haven’t had any 

determine what is going wrong. Carry 
a spare pump, too.

Unmasking Motorhomes
You recently published my letter, 
“Removing Protective Paint Film,” in 
the August issue, and I want to thank 
you. I received quite a few comments 
from people who took the time to look 
me up and offer suggestions as well as 
ask for any learned resolution. I want 
to pass on to your readers something 
interesting I learned from all of this: 
There’s a company in Fort Myers, 
Florida, that specializes in Ugly Shield 
Removal (which is the name of the 
company). They do great work while 
you wait, for a very reasonable price. 
The the link to their site is https://
uglyshieldremoval.com. The company 
was recommended by two previous 
customers who called me. I also 
referred my brother to Ugly Shield 
Removal, and he was very pleased!
Daniel Walters | Elkton, Florida

STEINBRING MOTORCOACH
Garfield, MN

Toll Free 1.877.880.8090  |  320.834.6333
View inventory at: www.steinbring.com

Great Prices!
Steinbring Motorcoach 

An Award Winning Dealer

Celebrating 
over 100  years!

1917-2018

Knowledgeable Sales People! 
New Friends!
Award Winning
Service Department!

Your

Dealer&

Paddle  • Motor 
Sail  • Row  • Fish

PaddleSki ™

The inflatable Sea Eagle PaddleSki is great for solo fishing trips or tandem 
paddling adventures. Packs down to just 38”x19”x10” to fit in small spaces, but 
inflates in minutes to a full 14’6”x39”.  Use with a gas or electric motor, paddle, 

sail or row with the Sea Eagle QuikRow™ rowing frame.  No matter how you 
choose to power this kayak, it’s catamaran style will keep you high and dry and 

glide through the water with ease. 
Seven packages available starting at just $1199* with FREE ground shipping to the 

contiguous US. *NY & WA residents pay sales tax.

Versatile, Stable, Compact & Fun! 

800-748-8066  Dept. MH118B
19 N Columbia St., Ste. 1 
Port Jefferson, NY 11777

5 in 1 Kayak  
That Fits in a Motorhome!

COACH & POWERTRAIN
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Small footprint is perfect 
for RV living!

DISH Wally® HD Satellite Receiver #87758 Club SALE $79.99 Reg. $89.99

USER-FRIENDLY FEATURES!

•  Works with any DISH® satellite 
antenna to bring you Pay As You Go 
Programming

• Radio frequency remote can be used  
   inside or outside the RV, through the 
   wall up to 200 ft. away
• Locate your missing remote with the  
   remote finder

• Easy access to your favorite apps
   and streaming content like Netflix 
   (requires streaming membership  
   and Wi-Fi Adapter)
•  Additional Wally™ accessories 

available including: Bluetooth adapter 
and headphones, Wi-Fi adapter and 
additional remotes

With DISH® Pay As You Go  
programming*:

•  Pay only for the months you use
•  Compatible with all DISH-specific 

antennas and most mobile satellite 
antennas

•  Only DISH lets you watch your favorite  
shows in HD

•  No charge to start or stop monthly 
service

•  Programming for as little as $34.99  
per month!

Enjoy DISH® Pay As You Go Programming  
with the Wally Receiver!

       Never Miss the Big Game— 
Whenever & Wherever  
              You Are!

Small footprint is perfect 
for RV living!

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.877.793.4801    |    CampingWorld.com /shop

Hurry, offer expires October 28, 2018. Call Camping World at 1.877.793.4801 to activate your DISH programming!

 *Important Terms and Conditions: All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. 

 Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment  
upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers. Offers 
subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

Dish Network, Circle 110 on Reader Service Card
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RECREATIONAL USE APRs1 AS LOW AS

6.14%
on loan amounts of  

$15k to $24,999

5.94%
on loan amounts of  

$25k to $49,999

4.99%
on loan amounts  

of $50k+
APR is fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate as of August 6, 2018. 

See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and loan amounts below $15,000.

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER ©2018 Good Sam Finance Center.

CALL VISIT

1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 482 GoodSamRVLoans.com/482

Now is the time to refinance your current RV loan to lower your monthly 
payments! You can also finance a 2007 model year or newer RV when you 

purchase from a dealer or a private party seller. 

APPLY TODAY TO LOCK  
IN YOUR RATE!

$0 IN PROCESSING FEES
WHEN YOU APPLY TO REFINANCE  BY

NOVEMBER 30, 2018!2

1Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate) based on 7 year loan term; individual rate may vary by loan amount, 
loan term, vehicle use, model year and type of RV. Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit 
approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions 
and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application 
is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. Full-Timers do not qualify for this offer; see website 
for Full-Timer rates and terms. RV must be 2007 model year or newer; for RV model year 2007 to 2008, add .25% 
to above rates. Maximum loan term is based on loan amount. Maximum loan amount is calculated using an 
advance percentage determined by FICO score. For RV, collateral value established using NADA wholesale value 
(without adds) including mileage adjustment (+/-); multiplied by 110%. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A 
$55,000 loan for 7 years with an APR of 4.99% has 84 monthly payments of $777.11 each.
2Processing fee of $399 waived for refinance applications submitted by November 30, 2018. Official fees such as 
state title, state registration, FL doc stamp fee and/or UCC filing fees will apply.
3Minimum FICO Score of 740 required. FICO scores below 740 or for loan amounts more than $50,000, a down 
payment will be required. See website for details.
Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. Member FDIC. Doing 
business in South Dakota as Bank of the West California. NMLS ID # 19116. 
GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized 
use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.  GRL55361 - 0718

APR APR APR

4.99%4.99APR1

AS LOW AS

4.99
WITH

FALL RV LOANS

 AS LOW AS

6.14%

Now is the time to refinance your current RV loan to lower your monthly 
payments! You can also finance a 2007 model year or newer RV when you 

APR

We o�er a  
zero down loan  

program for up to  
$50,000!3

GRL55361 Nov MH 2_3 Ad.indd   1 8/2/18   2:56 PM
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generator issues. Johnson’s problem 
sounds exactly like mine. Hopefully 
this will solve his problem.
Terry Parsons | Independence, Missouri

Thanks for sharing your experience, 
Terry. This is an unusual situation, 
which could confound repair shops (as 
it apparently did) because they would 
likely just let the genset run without 
running the motorhome’s engine 
and dash air, and experiencing the 
problem. I learned long ago that in 
situations like this, the owner should 
drive the vehicle and demonstrate the 
problem firsthand.

Genset Quits When Hot — Tip
This letter is in regard to “Genset Quits 
When Hot” by Jim and Carole Harper in 
the September issue. We had a similar 
problem a few years ago. It turned out 
that the fuel tank was contaminated 
due to rust caused by condensation. 
We had the fuel tank steamed and 
reconditioned, and we installed a new 
fuel pump. That ended our problem. 
Simply installing a new fuel pump will 
not work if the tank is contaminated. 
Rod and Rosemary Bartlett 
Ontario, Canada

Generally, rust in the fuel tank will 
clog up fuel filters, and may even jam 
the pump itself. Typically, it will cause 
havoc at any time, not just when the 
genset is hot. It will usually get worse 
over time as the rust deposits build 
up in the fuel filters and screens, 
etc. If you cut open the used filters, 
you should see rust inside, which is a 
tip-off that you have a problem. Some 
radiator shops are set up to chemically 
clean the tanks, or will know where to 
take it to have this work performed.

Genset Quits — Comment
This is in reply to “Genset Quits” in the 
August issue. I have an Onan generator 
with the same symptoms. The model is 
a 2500 MicroLite, but the issue sounds 
familiar. I had been experiencing an 
intermittent start issue — but no run 
problems — as described, for more 
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than a year. I tried everything possible 
without removing the generator, as I 
know tracing an intermittent electrical 
problem is nearly impossible. 
Thankfully, it finally quit this year and 
I could start troubleshooting. I thought 
it was the low-oil level sensor, but 
that was not the problem. I took it to a 
shop and it quickly diagnosed a faulty 
voltage regulator. The tech said this 
is a classic symptom — it will fail to 
run, intermittently, until it finally quits. 
While I’m not a fan of throwing parts at 
a problem, it may be worth a try if it is 
intermittent. 
Jarry Wilday | Sharon Springs, New York

Thank you for your comments, Jarry. 
Intermittent symptoms are frustrating 
and can cause a lot of grief, as well as 
wasted time and money. 

Genset Quits When Hot — 
Solved
We had basically the same issue with 
our 5-kW Onan generator in our 1999 
Class A motorhome. We tried a new 
control board, fuel filter and fuel pump, 
but nothing solved the problem. Our 
local Cummins/Onan dealer had the 
control board for around $350, but we 
found one online from Dinosaur Elec-
tronics for $149. Finally, I put in a new 
low-oil-pressure sending switch last 
year and that solved the problem. We 
spent more than $400 to find it was a 
$10 part. We did this repair ourselves, 
so there was no labor cost.
Steve McColm | Arvada, Colorado

This is the drawback to the shotgun 
approach to fixing a problem. I suggest 
testing questionable parts before 
replacing them — blow through a fuel 
filter to determine if it’s clogged; run 
12-volt DC power directly to the fuel 
pump to check to see if it runs; use an 
ohmmeter to test the oil switch with 
and without pressure; and so on. I hate 
to see parts replaced needlessly.

Adding Instrumentation
My husband and I own a 2015 
32-foot Class C 

HOOK UP YOUR TRAILER 
IN SECONDS!

www.iballhitchcam.com

• 100% Wireless & Portable
• Easy—Installs in Seconds!
• Magnetic & Submersible Camera
• Trailers (Boat, Camper, Horse, ATV, livestock and More!)
• Pro Model Now Available

Info/Buy Now: 1-877-298-2055 or visit our website at:

Plus Get Up to $50 Off, 
Use Promo Code MH1118

WIRELESS TRAILER HITCH CAMERA

Plus Get Up to $50 Off, 

IN SECONDS!IN SECONDS!

Starting at
$169.95$169.95

Pro Digital Model
$229.99

(continued on page 65)
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For information on Marketplace Advertising 
rates contact Terry Thompson at 206-310-6234RV MARKETPLACE

Senior, Veteran, Combo Discounts!

Luxurious, Self-Ventilating Mattress
Natural, Cool,  Washable Covers

Only Adjustable for PlatformsOnly Adjustable for Platforms

Frame Length

www.luxuryrv.axelbloom.com

Normal Access To
Storage  with  Short

Frame Option

Lift Storage Lid

Raise back 
of Adjustable

Storage 
Hinge

(Up to 30 Inches)(42 - 50 Inches)

german schlafsystemmegerman schlafsystemmegerman schlafsystemme

MADE IN AUSTRIAMADE IN AUSTRIAMADE IN AUSTRIA

Starting at 
$898!

German Beds

800-650-5137

R

SLIDE-OUTS
DOOR SEALS
VENT HATCH
COMPARTMENTS
RAMP GATE
DRIP RAILS
AC GASKET
VINTAGE

COMPARTMENTS

rv.steelerubber.com

Order your new
seals today!

VINTAGE

Order your new

REMOVABLE
    HOSE END

www.EZoildrain.com     (425) 999-1200

OIL DRAIN

      
   V

ALVE
US PATENTED

REPLACES YOUR
DRAIN PLUG
TURN THE LEVER
TO DRAIN OIL

R

Available at Participating
NAPA Auto Stores

EZ

Optional Hose Connections

NEW
&

IMPROVED

THE EASIEST OIL CHANGE
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Fast cash for 2002-2017 
gas or diesel motor homes.

  Free pick up.  No hassles.

 SellRVNow.com  
1.800.607.9754

WANTED:
2003 & Newer Gas or Diesel 
“A “B” or “C” Motorhomes

Instant Cash
Nationwide Pick-up

Please Call
Mike or Bruno
(509)598-9747

CASH FOR 2003-2017 GAS/DIESEL
NATIONWIDE PICKUP

Motor Homes Wanted
MotorHomeFinders.com
888-783-4009

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT - FROSTPROOF, FLA
•Manufactured Home Lots, RV Port Lots
•New Home/Lot Packages from the $130s
•1-863-635-3685. www.lilylake.com

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village
Rentals available for Pull-throughs,
Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas
956-585-5568 www.bentsenpalm.com

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!!
866-747-3700

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

HOLLAND MOTOR HOMES - Michigan
Renegade Super C + Sprinter RV’s
www.holland-motorhomes.com
800-221-7197

MOTORHOMES WANTED

$ RV BUYERS OF AMERICA $  
WE BUY YEAR 2008 & NEWER DIESEL 

& GAS • FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP  
TOLL FREE  1-888-782-8987  

www.rvbuyersusa.com 
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE 

ACCESSORIES

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant--good to 300˚ F. 5-year warranty. 
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401
To sell 800-952-0401
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

Selling Travel Resorts Membership for
$4900. Six campsites free. $10 a night
Campsites nationwide. Cabins
also available.  302-945-4225 

HELP WANTED

BUILDING PRO the OUT HOUSE MASTERS Sales Reps
Vinyl Wrap Your RV & go on the road.
Selling Modular RV Park Bath House Buildings, Meeting
Rooms, School and Church Classrooms & Office Modulars
to RV Parks, Churches, Private Schools and Daycares.
Email your resume to bill@buildingpro.com

HOMES FOR SALE

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s. 
RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s. 
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

Reunion Pointe A Port Home Comm Located 
in Foley, AL Homes & Club House avail. for 
tours Mon-Sat. 7 Floor Plans Avail visit 
www.ReunionPointe.com  Test Drive 3 
nights & 4 days for $299.00. Call 
1-800-506-9824  Info@ReunionPointe.com
Wayne@ReunionPointe.com Call or click today to get MotorHome

delivered right to your mailbox!
MotorHome.com/Subscribe

or call 866-799-4084

Order Today!

SAVE70%

Subscribe Today
One-Year Subscription Only $19.97

Save 67% Off Newsstand
Two-Year Subscription Only $34.97

Save 70% Off Newsstand

12 feature-packed 
issues loaded with 
information for 
RV enthusiasts
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NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass 
All makes and models, National warranty 
$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527

Let us help you buy your RV..TAX FREE! Save
thousands. Purchase in any state! Setup a 
Montana LLC today with the most experienced
company in the industry! Call 888-430-3388 
www.MontanaRV.net 

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed
Montana Attorney for an understanding of
LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals
to get a comprehensive explanation.
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save 
over the past 23 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for 
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

To avoid paying taxes,
There are laws you must know.
Thus, speak to an attorney,
Not a salesman who just wants your dough!
www.bennettlawoffi cepc.com 866-543-5803
Three Montana attorneys on staff.

TOURS

Guided RV Tours & Rallies
Lower 48•Alaska•Canada•Overseas
Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-872-7897 or 
www.adventurecaravans.com

I BUY MOTORHOMES
CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 210-287-2628

PROPERTY FOR SALE

4 miles S. of Banning, Ca. 26.7 acre’s 
with Certifi ed Artesian Spring, 19K 
gallons per day. 2 hrs from LAX.
$298,000  Greg 760-360-7555 

RECREATION VEHICLES FOR SALE

125,000+ New & Used RVs for Sale on RVT.COM ®
Search By Owner and Dealer Listings.
Sell an RV with a Free or Until Sold ad!
www.RVT.com or 1-877-705-0025

RV FINANCING

RV FINANCING, 20 YEARS ONLINE!
LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM • Facebook.com/rvloans
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

SERVICES

TAX FREE Montana Vehicle Registration

Avoid high licensing fees and sales tax

Assisting clients worldwide with Montana 
vehicle registration for over 19 years.

Jared S. Heggen, Licensed Attorney 
888-777-5032 | heggenlawoffice.com

Register your Vehicle & SAVE THOUSANDS

$800 for a 1 day MT LLC and RV Registration
All fees incl. Plates in your hands in 3 days.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com
Call for more info 406-552-0004.

Let Chris Peeler & Lonestar Luxury Coaches
Buy or Consign your motorhome. Either way, 
I will net you more $$$ with no hassle. 
Call Chris at 940-205-9333   

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model motorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign
vogtrv.com - (817) 831-4222

WANTED USED DIESELS
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS
NATIONWIDE PICKUP
(602) 421-3870

$  CASH  $  TOP  DOLLAR  PAID  for  late-model  motorhomes.
All makes and models.No hassles. 
For instant cash call Keith Roy 
(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

WE BUY RV’S NATIONWIDE
STAR SPANGLED RV
call or text 1-855-BUY-MYRV
www.starspangledrv.com

I BUY MOTORHOMES
CALL GAVIN...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 321-332-8410

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or
diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.
Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

We can sell your RV Fast & for the Highest Price
Florida’s #1 Consignment RV Sales Center
Conveniently located on the Space Coast in 
Titusville, FL. Pickup available. Visit us at
Eaglespriderv.com or call Al @ 321-383-4495
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RV CARAVANS and RALLIES
Pre-Planned Routes, Expert Guides and
Safe Travel-North America & Overseas.
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496

CLASSIFIED RATES
Display Classified Advertising Rates

1" ad B/W ....................................$395 
2" ad B/W ....................................$675
Add $75 for color. 
Frequency discounts apply.

Private Party:

$32.00 per line, 4-line minimum, 
40 characters per line

Commercial:

 $57.00 per line, 4-line minimum, 
40 characters per line

Optional Red Type:
For your ad to appear in red type, 
add $50  for Commercial ad, add 
$25 for Private Party

For more information and options 

Contact:

Katey Purgatorio
Phone:  847-229-6756
Fax: 270-495-6278
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com
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• Pressure & Temperature
Monitoring

• USB Rechargable Monitor
• Monitors Up To 22 Tires

(0-232psi)
• 0.5 oz. Sensors - Lightest 

on Market
• User Replaceable Sensor

Batteries
• Visual & Audible Alarms
• Automatic Update Feature

TT-500 – The Most Innovative 
TPMS On The Market Today 

866-200-9773
info@tiretraker.com
www.tiretraker.com

4 Sensor System
With Lifetime Warranty

$289.00
Additional Sensors ~ $35.00 ea.

Book your visit at bestfriends.org/fetch

Go Fetch Adventure.

(continued from page 61)

COACH & POWERTRAIN

Contact our experts: 
Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750 
Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, 
CA 93036 (please include your name, 
city and state). Selected letters will be 
answered in the magazine, but time 
does not permit individual replies.

Have a Tech Question?

Forest River Sunseeker motorhome. 
The GPS system in the coach is a 
Jensen VM9726BT. I want to replace 
it with a system that offers a clock, 
outside temperature and a compass. 
To be fair, there is a set of crosshairs 
on one of the screens showing N, S, 
E, W, but I have to put on my reading 
glasses and get close to the screen 
to see it. We travel quite a bit in 
early spring and late fall, sometimes 
running into frost or snow. It would 
be nice to have a heads up that the 
temperature was falling so we could 
adjust our speed. The compass 
would come in handy when we’re in 
an unfamiliar area and need to go a 
certain direction; and a clock — come 
on, Jensen — a clock! These three 
items seem like a no-brainer to me, 
but I get “no can do” from RV dealers, 
stereo shops that specialize in RVs 
and the Jensen website. I don’t need 
a GPS system either — I’d be happy 
with a blank screen that had time, 
temperature and direction. In fact, it’s 
been so frustrating, I don’t even turn it 
on. Any suggestions?
Julie and Ted Thornton | Boise, Idaho

Rather than spending a lot of 
money ripping out a perfectly 

good GPS unit (which you might want 
to use sometime), consider adding an 
aftermarket compass and weather 
monitor. There are quite a few units 
available. Compasses are offered in 
digital and conventional fluid-filled 
designs. There are many thermom-
eters that have both indoor and 
outdoor readings, and some of them 
include a clock as well. Keeping the 
original GPS may also help maintain 
resale value if you decide to change 
motorhomes. 
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THE ROAD AHEAD

I admit I’ve never been one to follow the crowd. Which explains why I’m about 
to suggest what many in the motorhome community may consider outright 
heresy. Namely, heading north for the winter.

Yes, I’m well aware this fl ies in the 
face of convention, as all around us 
snowbirds have begun their annual 
migration south to warmer climes. 
There’s one thing those destinations 
with more benevolent weather can’t 
offer, however: the brilliantly colored 
phenomenon known as the northern 
lights.

You see, I’ve been fascinated with 
the aurora borealis since I fi rst saw 
its undulating bands of greens and 
magentas decades ago; a kind of oth-
erworldly lightshow created to give us 
mere mortals a shot of celestial awe 
and wonder.

The trick, of course, is that seeing 
the northern lights requires some 
effort. Which, to my mind, makes 
it an ideal expedition for intrepid 
motorhome owners.

Now, I’m no fan of cold and snow, 
but since the aurora borealis is best 
viewed in northern latitudes during the 
winter and early spring, I’m willing to 
endure both in service of such a quest. 
To paraphrase someone wiser than 
me, it’s not a real adventure if you’re 
not at least a little bit uncomfortable. 

The good news is that the 
long-range predictions put out by the 

National Weather Service’s Climate 
Prediction Center are looking surpris-
ingly agreeable for the months ahead. 
Forecasts are calling for warmer-than-
average temps across the northern tier 
of states and even up into Alaska. 

Which is not to say the weather 
will be exactly mild but, compared to 
how ugly winter can get in this part 
of the continent, things are looking 
promising. Just the same, you’ll want 
to thoroughly cold-prep your rig, 
stock-up on long underwear and check 
the latest forecast before you head out. 

Not surprisingly, you’ll also want to 
fi nd a spot in the auroral zone with the 
dark, cloudless skies that are a key to 
successful viewing (hint: schedule your 
trip to coincide with the new moon). 
Likewise, you’ll want to fi nd a wide-open 
vista where you can get the full effect. 

Finally, you’ll want to give yourself 
the luxury of time, as the northern 
lights aren’t guaranteed to appear on 

any given winter night. Prime hours 
are 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. solar time (that’s 
roughly 11:30 p.m. to 3:30 a.m. on your 
earth-bound clock), so layer up, invest 
in some of those chemical hand- and 
foot-warmers and fi ll your Thermos 
with the hot beverage of your choice.

As for actual destinations, 
Fairbanks, Alaska, is a prime spot, 
where you’ll fi nd all the usual services 
in town along with dark skies a short 
distance outside the city limits. 
Western Canada locations like the 
Northwest Territories town of Yellow-
knife are also good alternatives.

Thanks to technology, you can 
even get an idea of the auroral 
activity before you leave home. The 
University of Alaska Fairbanks Geo-
physical Institute provides a short-term 
northern lights forecast (http://aurora 
forecast.gi.alaska.edu) that can predict 
their appearance based on the sun’s 
28-day cycle.

With a little digging I also found 
there’s an option for those of you who 
are truly averse to winter weather. The 
Canadian Space Agency offers a website 
with a live camera trained on the skies 
above Yellowknife (http://asc-csa.gc.ca/
eng/astronomy/auroramax) so you can 
catch the northern lights show while 
enjoying the balmy breezes of your 
beachfront campsite. 

Ultimately, whether you decide to 
“fl y” north for the winter or not, here’s 
wishing you many colorful nights along 
The Road Ahead. 

“ Seeing the northern lights requires some effort. Which, to my 
mind, makes it an ideal expedition for intrepid motorhomers.”

Flying North 
Just because the snowbirds are headed 
south for the winter, doesn’t mean you 
have to

By Alan Rider

Light Up the Night 

When selecting an area for viewing the northern 
lights, make sure there is very little ambient 
light from a nearby city. Prime viewing hours are 
generally from 11:30 p.m. to 3:30 a.m.
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SUPERSTITION
VIEWS

call  (888) 603-3415
or email shellyb@cal-am.com

Now o�ering homes at Montesa, our beautiful sister community

HOMES AVAILABLE FROM

Contact our sales team
to schedule your private tour

(888) 325-0936 
or visit MontesaHomes.com

to learn more

with RV Pad
(price available for a limited time only)

$169,900
FEATURING RESORT-STYLE
AMENITIES & ACTIVITIES

Stunning Views of the Superstition Mountains

Private Walking Paths with Hilltop Vista

Resort Style Pool & Spa

Pickleball Courts

Bocce ball Courts

Tennis Courts

Ballroom & Clubhouse

Themed Parties & Events

2,700 sq. ft. Fitness Center

Pet Agility Park

A CAL      AM  PROPERTY

6420 E. Tropicana  | Las Vegas, NV 89122  |  (888) 378-2430 

A CAL      AM  PROPERTY

6420 E. Tropicana  | Las Vegas, NV 89122  |  (888) 378-2430 

7373 E. US Hwy 60 | Gold Canyon, AZ 85118 | (888) 266-0781 A CAL      AM  PROPERTY

Ask about our 
GREAT DEALS on 

MODEL HOMES

ALMOST SOLD OUT!
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the ultimate  

                Lifestyle Choice
                                                                        

  

 

  

You know Newell Coach as the leader in motorhome luxury, performance, 
innovation and service. But what our customers love the most about 
Newell is the lifestyle—where friends and family can gather to enjoy the 
best experiences life has to o�er.

With a Newell Coach, you can truly take the good life with you.

 To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com or call 1-888-3NEWELL
Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 117 on Reader Service Card
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