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By Bob Livingston

The Diesel Debate

often get asked my opinion on whether to buy a diesel pusher ora
gasser. It's certainly a contemporary topic that can spark a lively
debate. Cost and affordability are key drivers when making a decision.
At one time, the cost differential was larger; today it's possible for an
entry-level diesel pusher and upper scale gasser to have similar sticker

prices. It's hard to believe that there a

re a few gas-powered motorhomes

on the market with prices approaching $200,000, a figure that can get
one into an entry-level diesel pusher. That makes the decision even
more difficult and the amortization justifications more complicated.

As Chris Hemer explains in his
evaluation of the Sunova (page 83), a
coach that has a number of higher-end
niceties, the ltasca is one of many
motorhomes on the market that
should be considered by those on the
fence whether to buy a diesel or gas
motorhome. Since the price differential
is shrinking, there are other driving
factors during the buying process that
enter into the picture, including length
and weight.

For me, a diesel pusher is the
preferred choice when seeking a
coach in the 38- to 40-foot range.
When equipped with the features
and amenities expected of a coach in
this category, and loaded heavily, the
weight can easily exceed the capacity
of the Ford chassis. And frankly, diesel
chassis suspensions tuned for heavy
motorhomes will provide a better ride,

which is always a factor when choosing
any coach. And, it's not uncommon

for the handling dynamics to change
dramatically when the motorhome is
loaded to capacity. In this arena, the
pushers do a better job.

So what can you expect of a diesel
pusher with an entry-level price? The
article on page 96 showcases eight
entry-level diesel-pusher coaches that
are loaded with features desired by en-
thusiasts looking for a touch of luxury.
With only a couple of exceptions, the
lengths of these coaches are in the 38-
to 39-foot range, which plays right into
my personal preference for a diesel
pusher in this category.

The decision-making process gets

a little murky when looking for a 34- to
36-foot coach, which could easily work
on a gas- or diesel-powered chassis.
By the time the smoke clears from
the sales office, there may only be a
$20,000 difference between a diesel
pusher and gasser. Typically, there will
be a number of higher-end appoint-
ments and equipment features in the
interior of the gasser in the same price
range as the diesel, but livability will
be comparable. At this point, main-
tenance and repair — especially for
those who don’t put on a lot of miles
to realize the benefit of diesel engine
longevity — come into play. Servicing
a diesel chassis is more expensive and
there are high-cost components to
deal with. Maintenance costs can be
controlled by doing some of the service
work yourself, like the radiator flush
described in the how-to project on
page 107. Regular contributor E. Don
Smith takes some of the mystery out of
working on diesel pushers, which can
be intimidating to some folks.
Hopefully, after doing your
homework and being honest about your
needs, there will be no bad choice. @

“ For me, a diesel pusher is the preferred choice
when seeking a coach in the 38- to 40-foot range. ??
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FROM OUR READERS

How much of the time do you use
the oven in your motorhome? Do you
consider it a necessary appliance for

traveling or a waste of space?

That's the question we asked in our February issue

and it generated a record number of responses. Here

are just some of the replies.

The Most Important Meal of the Day
We use our oven about 25 percent of
the mornings when we travel. | fry up
sausage links and make scrambled
eggs just in time for hot biscuits to
come out of the oven. There’s nothing
like a good breakfast to get things
started when you are camped in a state
park. My dad always said, “Breakfast
is the most important meal of the day,”
and he went on to say, “If you're not
home by then, you're in real trouble!”
Lloyd Kurtz | Ellinwood, Kansas

Soup’s On!

For me, the oven is essential for
full-time RVing. There is nothing

like fresh biscuits with dinner, fresh
cinnamon buns early in the morning,
mouth-watering pies baked with fresh

Yea for Ovens!

| consider the oven a necessity and | use it often. While in camp, |
have the time to bake cookies and prepare good oven-cooked meals
because we are not experiencing our usual hectic life. There’'s
nothing like warming up the motorhome with the aroma of oatmeal
cookies baking. It's also a great way to meet your RVing neighbors by
taking a full plate of cookies to them. Our last motorhome didn’t have
an oven, so my husband installed a range with an oven. Yea ovens!

Marilyn McAfee | Fort Pierce, Florida

fruit from a farmers market, baked
fish just caught at the river beside the
campground, a pot roast cooked in a
slow oven ... are you hungry yet?
Diana Turner | Via email

Not for Everybody

We have been full-timers for the past
10 years and may have used our oven
for cooking a total of six times! We
would have preferred a convection
oven. We rely on our crockpot, large
countertop oven and stove.

Ray and Helen Zihala

Shelton, Connecticut

Culinary Convection

When we purchased our new
motorhome it didn’t have a tradi-
tional oven, and | didn’t know what

SIMPLE STEPS Tp IDENTIFY ELECTRICAL Issyes

|'d do without one! However, the

new motorhome had a microwave
convection oven and, after taking a
few lessons at RV rallies and from
the chef at Lazydays (his seminar was
fantastic), | would never go back to a
regular oven. | love the extra space.
Juanita Capellani | Via email

One of the Joys of Motorhoming

We are on our third motorhome. Our
first had an oven and we enjoyed using
it. When it came time for our second
coach, we found a motorhome we liked
but it had a microwave convection
oven and we thought that would do.
We ended up really missing the oven,
so when it came time for us to look for
our “dream machine” for retirement,
an oven was a must. One of the joys of
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motorhoming, to us, is being “at home”
on the road, and how many homes
don’t have an oven? Thankfully, our
new Winnebago has an oven and we
were happy to use it many times on our
three-month journey across the U.S.
Bob Cook | Chino Hills, California

Full Kitchen Facilities a Necessity

| regularly cook meals, and my
husband and | eat about 90 percent of
them in our motorhome rather than
eating out in a restaurant when we are
traveling. | have specific dietary needs,
so eating out is often very restrictive
for me and can be less than satisfying.
Having full kitchen facilities in our
motorhome for me is a necessity!
Stacey Fehr | Alberta, Canada

Community Cooker

| love my oven, and so do several of our
RVing friends; they ask me if they can
use my “real” oven about once a week.
All of us have microwave convection
ovens, but | have the only real oven. |

bake the group’s pizza, cornbread, pie
from scratch, and yeast bread; none

of which are the same when done in

a convection oven. When we look at
newer and bigger Class A rigs, the first
necessity is an oven and the second is
a place for my sewing machine.

Leroy and Jessie Gramstrup | Via email

The Simple Gourmet

| love to cook, so when we went
shopping for a used motorhome last
year, an oven was essential. Some
10,000 miles later, | am the queen of
one-pot dinners, which generally start
by browning meat, onion and veggies
on the cooktop using a #8 cast-iron
skillet. The sauce/topping gets added
and everything finishes off in the oven.
Casseroles, chili with cornbread, stews
with biscuits, chicken and dumplings,
cheeseburgers, tacos or shepherd'’s
pies ... plus pie when neighbors in an
Ontario campground shared fresh-
picked blueberries last summer.
Stock a box of Bisquick and you can

bake delicious cobblers from all those
great local fruits. | love my oven. It's
versatile, with easier cleanup than a
grill and | can still store stuff in it.
Mary Hoff | Via email

What Oven?

Our 1997 Fleetwood Discovery does
not have an oven, only a microwave
convection oven. | find it difficult to
use and can’t seem to bake anything.
Alll use it for is to microwave. | would
definitely use an oven if | had one.
Marsha Wells | Russellville, Arkansas

It's a No-Brainer
| love my oven! | use it with my
microwave convection oven to prepare
healthy, beautiful meals wherever
we travel. | bake, roast and prepare
the same food | would at home. It is
smaller, but adequate for our needs.
We prefer to eat in rather than go
out, unless there is a local “specialty”
restaurant we want to experience.
The oven was a huge selling point

where PASSION meets INNOVATION
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for me. | noticed that many newer
motorhomes don’t include ovens. We
took out the washer/dryer and added

a huge storage closet. | have not been
to one RV park that has not had a
well-kept laundry facility. For me, oven
Versus no oven is a no-brainer. Happy
cooking!

Shirley Rubino |Lake Placid, Florida

Deal-Breaker

My wife and | wouldn't even consider

a motorhome without an oven. We
consider baking one of our recreational
activities.

Jerry Crisp | Bozeman, Montana

| Love My Oven

We own a 2010 Newmar Mountain Aire.
(Fortunately, we have been blessed
with owning three Mountain Aires.)
Guess | am one of the few women who
still cook in their motorhome using

the oven. We love eating out at restau-
rants when we travel, but sometimes
that gets old for us. | use the oven to

prepare roasts, lasagna and a lot of
other frozen prepared dishes that |
made at home. Eating out is great,

but a good home-cooked meal in

our coach is awesome. We all agree
that preparing food away from home
tastes better. |, for one, will never own
a motorhome that does not have an
oven.

Carol Gaines | Rogers, Arkansas

Just Don’t Use it as a Heater
We recently traded in our 22-foot
motorhome and had several items that
were a must for our next RV. An oven
was at the top of the list. We alternate
between national forest campgrounds
with limited amenities and full-service
campgrounds. Biscuits with gravy,
broiled steak or salmon and fresh-
baked chocolate chip cookies are some
of our favorite camping meals. These
items are a little hard to preparein a
microwave and impossible if you are
boondocking.

Also, the heat from the oven is

a great way to combat the morning/
evening chill when you're camping

in the mountains at elevations above
8,000 feet. Plus, on multiple occasions
the oven was a great place to store a
dirty breakfast frying pan and morning
dishes so | can wash dishes just once
a day.

John and Linda Lowitz

Cedaredge, Colorado

Editor’s Note: Although the heat
provided while using an oven is a nice
bonus, RVers should NEVER use the
oven for heating the motorhome’s
interior. Doing so could lead to
excessive amounts of CO in the air ...
not to mention an open flame.

Oven Olympics

| love my oven. In fact, we specifically
requested that one be installed when
we purchased our 2013 Coachmen
Freelander. | love the way it cooks,
but there is one drawback to all gas
ovens — you have to get on your knees
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or stand on your head to light it. When |
can, | cook over a campfire, but having
a regular oven makes it more like
home.

Elizabeth Finchum

Strawberry Plains, Tennessee

New-Wave Cooking

We have a 40-foot Newmar Dutch
Star without an oven. The microwave
convection is OK for reheating and

cooking some things, but other things
just come out “not so good.”

| bought a NuWave Infrared Oven
and it is great! It can broil, bake and
roast. | have made a roast for eight
people in it, and it came out perfect.
The big bonus is that it does not heat
up the coach cabin like a regular oven
does. The NuWave can only handle
four or five single-serve meats (steaks,
chops, burgers), but that is fine, as

COMFORT ZONE | 01

EVEN HEAT l

e

Wherever you are in your RV,
the temperature is perfect.

Enjoy the luxury of even temperatures
side-to-side, floor-to-ceiling in your rig. With

U] swiaisAs bunesH 1oH-enby €1076
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an Aqua-Hot Heating System, you'll always
be “just right,” even when Mother Nature
throws in her mood swings.

S Aqua-Hot.

(800) 685-4298 or (303) 651-5500 www.aquahot.com

It’s a matter of comfort

most of the time that type of thing goes
out on the grill. When not in use, | store
it under the sink, and it is lightweight
and super easy to wash. It is a great
alternative to the normal ovens you
find in the coach, and a much better
alternative to no oven at all!

Margaret Stinson | Port Charlotte, Florida

Please Don’t Take My Oven Away!
| will always consider an oven a must.
We spend about six months a year
in our motorhome traveling from
one end of the country to the other. |
never know when I'll need to whip up
a cobbler from fresh fruit or a pan of
biscuits.

| grew up camping. For years, my
mom depended on a Coleman oven
placed over a burner on the stove. Our
campsite was always a favorite of the
park rangers, who were grateful for a
home-cooked meal!
Kathy Fredrickson | Roswell, Georgia

Sunday Traditions

When we travel, we always have meals

planned that use the oven. There is

nothing like fresh biscuits hot out of

the oven for breakfast. Frequently, on

a Sunday (which we use for relaxation

and going to church), it is nice to put

in a small roast or casserole while we

relax and enjoy ourselves. We have

baked cakes, cookies and many other

tasty things in the oven while camping.
Before we switched to an RV and

were tent campers, we had an oven

to sit on top of the Coleman stove and

used it almost every camping trip.

Jim and Claudia Nice | Sandy, Oregon

Put it on the Barbie

We have been RVing for more than

40 years. When we first purchased

a motorhome in the early 1970s we
thought an oven was a necessity. But
now, even though our “retirement” RV
has an oven, | use it mostly to store
my cast-iron pans, which are too large
and heavy to put in the cabinets. (Note:
Wrap them in a dishtowel so they don't
make noise while you're traveling.) I've
used the oven only once in the past
three years and that’s because it was
raining heavily outside.



We much prefer to cook over convection oven combo as well. In six overhead microwave convection
wood on an open fire pit. We use a years, we've only used the convection oven. We enjoy making yeast-rising
round lid from a Weber barbecue and feature once. cloverleaf rolls and fresh biscuits,
the Weber rack — placing it over the Drew Mueller | Martinez, California neither of which cook properly in a
wood pit. It makes for a great outdoor convection oven. While dry camping,
oven and a better taste on the food, Best Option we can enjoy hot oven-fresh meals,
as well as a much more enjoyable For several reasons, my wife and | such as a roasted chicken or a Yankee
cooking event. We cook Cornish game have been delighted that our 2011 pot roast from our gas oven without
hens, steak, ribs, chicken, shrimp and |tasca Sunova motorhome came having to run our generator.
baked potatoes — basically anything equipped with a three-burner LP-gas For RVers who prefer to take their
you would cook in an oven — in the range with oven in addition to an meals in restaurants or eat cold food,
outdoors.

I'm glad we have an oven, just in
case we run out of firewood and for the
storage, but wouldn’t trade cooking
over an open fire for anything. Rty
Dennis and Sue Wright EDMFDH

Menifee, California

Yee-Haw!
| use our oven every time we go RVing.

| make large batches of buttermilk

iecults 10,90 With ssusage grany Look for Auua-Hot Comfort Zones™

cinnamon rolls and large desserts for

the cowboys. | would be lost without it. 0“ Board “Iese ﬁne coacnes.

Judith Clossey | Beloit, Wisconsin

It's Big Enough to Cook a Turkey
Back in 2005, while | was staying

at a long-term snowbird park, my
neighbors and | decided to have a
potluck holiday party. | said | would
provide a turkey. I'm sure they
assumed | would buy a cooked turkey
at a chain store and pick it up the day
of the party. Instead, | purchased a real

broiling pan with a lid that would fit é\ @
in my RV oven and cooked the turkey _ ID

myself. That 18-pound bird came out .

perfect! This cannot be done in the MONACD e
other two oven types. While this type S BN ING YL

of eventis rare, | like that | have the @ b @ ?

choice to do it if | want to. That pan is
also perfect for pot roast or baking a .
Q o tonc concr DYINAMAX

picnic ham.
TIFFIN MOTORHOMES o= L EETWWOOD RV

q THOR

@

FORETRAVEL

MOTORCOACH

Robert and Janet Mills | Hurst, Texas

Even Cooking

| like our oven and use it at least a
couple of times on each camping trip.
It makes terrific-tasting open-faced
toasted cheese sandwiches and heats
frozen dinners evenly. When we aren’t

using it, it's a place to store big frying
pans and a splatter screen. By the way, It’s a matter of comfort
we (like many RVers) have a microwave
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| can understand why they might deem
a regular oven to be a waste of space,
but we cannot think of anything that
we could pack into the space that our
gas range occupies that would give us
more pleasure than our conventional
oven.

Lewis A. Edge Jr. and Nancy Angus-Edge
Princeton, New Jersey

Storage Drawers

On our last three motorhomes we

had the oven removed and replaced
with drawers. It's great to have more
room for kitchen items. Most RVs
today come with microwave convection
ovens, which is all that’s needed
unless you dry camp. Think of it ... no
more heat in the kitchen that takes
hours to get rid of.

Jackie Ramseyer | Oceanside, California

Other Suspect Designs

We just started full-timing in a 42-foot
motorhome with our two kids, ages

6 and 8. We cook a lot of meals in

the kitchen. We use the microwave
convection oven just about daily and
pack a small outside oven with a
rotisserie for extra-large meals and
special dinners. | would be lost without
an oven.

The dishwasher, on the other hand,
is wasted space. We have never used
it and have it packed with glasses and
food storage containers. We would
have more than tripled the space had
the factory installed cabinets there
instead. Even a square foot of storage
space wasted is noticed.

In my opinion, motorhome manu-
facturers would do well to have an
engineering staff live on the road for
ayear in their product. They could
see firsthand the difficulty with the
ideas they came up with in their
bubbles. Things like outdated satellite
dishes that work “in motion” but not
in HD, Internet antennas for picking
up signals at RV parks and utilizing
wasted space throughout the cabin.

If that doesn’t bring about change to

industry designs, nothing would.
Bill Schmitz and family | Via email

Don’t Need it, Don’t Want it

My answer to how often | use my oven
is never. It's only used for storage.

| would never purchase another RV
with an oven. The best package for me
would be a two-burner range top with
a microwave convection oven.

Herb Brumbach | Livingston, Texas

RVers are Not All the Same
We have lived in a motorhome for 24
years. This is my home and | enjoy the
conveniences of a home. That includes
an oven. | like to cook and use my
oven at least once a week. | just wish
| could find a four-burner stove top. |
also would not want to do without my
washer/dryer combo or the double re-
frigerator. These things are well worth
the space.

RVers are not all the same and do
not all want the same things. The folks
who manufacture RVs need to have




options for different types of use.
Carol and Lewis Popelka | Via email

We Gotta Eat!

We use our oven all the time, as our RV
is our second home and we do not eat
out. We like to camp at national and
state parks as well as Bureau of Land
Management sites. We love our oven
and three-burner stove.

The Charter Family | Truckee, California

The Less Glamorous Side of RVing

In many of your motorhome reviews
you cover driving, the interior and
your impressions of the coach. That's
good, but what about when you get to
an RV park? What about hooking up
the utilities such as electric, water and
sewer? How close to the ground are
the hookups? Are they difficult to reach
and operate? From my experience
working in campgrounds |'ve come
across many newbies who had no clue
what to do. A lot of new RVers don’t
want to ask and dealers don’t always

mention such things.

I’'m getting to the age where | would
like a Class B or C motorhome, but the
hookups are nearly hidden.

John Spear | Austin, Texas

Florida Full-Timer Wannabes

We have owned two Rialtas, an
Airstream diesel and now an Allegro
Open Road gasser, and we have loved
every minute of the experience. My
wife will retire in October and we

are wondering if your readers could
suggest places in Florida where we
could buy or rent an RV site that has a
cover, storage unit, pad and utilities.
We are thinking about selling our
home, downsizing and being able to
pick up and go if we had such a place.
Frank and Marty Hill

Port Charlotte, Florida

Tire-Blowout Query

| have a suggestion for your question
of the month: Have you ever experi-
enced a tire blowout in a motorhome

in either a front or rear tire, and

what exactly happened? How did it
feel, how did you react and were you
able to get the vehicle under control
without an accident? If so, how did
you do it? If not, what happened? And
what were you driving? | watched the
Michelin/RVIA helpful video on the
subject (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xPbG2WOAwWBM], but I'd like
to hear some firsthand experiences.
Chris Klein | Manhattan Beach, California @

Question of the Month

Have you experienced
a tire blowout while
driving your motorhome,
and if so, how did you
handle it?

Send your comments to:
MotorHome, 2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email
letters@motorhomemagazine.com

THE QUIETEST RIDING, BEST HANDLING COACH ON THE MARKET TODAY.

PERIOD.

Discover the perfect balance of engineering and luxury in an Entegra Coach. With

curve-hugging maneuverability, a 2-year warranty and noise-reducing construction,

our high-end motorhomes stand above the rest. Test drive one today—find your local

dealer at EntegraCoach.com.

-

ENTEGRA

COACH?®

WWW.ENTEGRACOACH.COM

Jayco/Entegra Coach, Circle 122 on Reader Service Card
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For true hot water comfort -
Go for the new Truma AquaGo™

e Most powerful and efficient instant water heater
¢ Endless hot water regardless of flow rate
e Constant water temperature — no scalding
¢ All-season use with optional Anti-freeze function

More information on www.truma-aquago.com
Learn more about Europe’s leading brand for RV equipment on www.truma.net

(truma

American recreation powered by German engineering More comfort on the move

AquaGo by Truma Corp, Circle 148 on Reader Service Card
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Parks to Wag About @

Eleven top campgrounds that
cater to RVers traveling with
pets. pg. 20
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It's a Circus out There ... and a Whole Lot More!

Step right up and experience the history and magic of life under the big top in Sarasota, Florida

By Morey Edelman

campus is home to an art museum, an 18th-century

Italian theater, a Venetian gothic mansion and a
circus museum. Enter through the visitor center and plan
to have a full day of fun here.

Begin at The Ringling Circus Museum, which features
an incredible miniature circus model created by Howard
Tibbals over a 40-year span. It contains more than 15,000
characters including people, animals and “trimmings.”
Then continue on through the circus exhibits of the great
performers and performances, the calliopes and vehicles,

I ocated on 66 acres in Sarasota, Florida, The Ringling

the promotional posters and even John Ringling’s personal
Pullman coach. Learn how the logistics of setting up for a
one-day circus for 15,000 spectators was accomplished in
less than 48 hours.

Continue on to the John and Mable Ringling Museum
of Art — a wonderful display of Ringling’s private art
collection — and finally, stop and take a tour of their winter
residence, Ca’ d'Zan.

Free parking is available for large motorhomes in the
main parking lot in the designated RV area. For more in-
formation, call 941-359-5700, or go to www.ringling.org.

May 2015 MotorHome 15



ROAD FOODIE

By Bobbie Hasselbring

My-O-Pizza-Pie,
Omaha

ooey, cheesy goodness on a chewy crust. Who doesn't love pizza?
New York, Chicago, even San Francisco offer deliciously

authentic pizza. But Omaha, Nebraska? On a recent trip, | was
amazed to find that Omaha, home of the University of Nebraska’s
Cornhuskers, also bakes up some of the best pizza in America.

[talian immigrants have made Omaha the pizza capital of
the Midwest. Around the turn of the 20th century, thousands of
immigrants came from Sicily and the Calabrese region of northern
Italy in search of work. Many found jobs with Omaha’s rail industry. By
1920, 2,500 Italian immigrants called Omaha home. They even formed
a Little Italy neighborhood near the Union Pacific rail yards and Italian
restaurants flourished.

Today, you can find classic, thin-crust Neapolitan pizza (aka New
York pizza), thick Sicilian pizza and artisan pizza featuring local in-
gredients. A fun and relatively inexpensive way to explore the city is
to create your own Omaha pizza crawl. Here are some of my favorites:

Frank’s Pizzeria In the Linden Market shopping center, Frank’s
Pizzeria is an old-time neighborhood pizzeria serving thin-crust New
York-style pizza. In this casual place, walls are festooned with sports
memorabilia and cooks shout out numbers for the next ready pie.

Owner Joe D’Elia uses family recipes to create classic pies with
crust that has just the right crunch and chewiness. The meatball/
onion/mushroom pie features al dente onions, spicy meatballs and
plenty of stringy cheese. The Margherita, made with mozzarella fior
di latte (cow’s milk mozzarella), fresh basil, olive oil and a simple
sauce of crushed tomatoes, yields fresh, classic flavors. Giant
16-inch pizzas sell for less than $20.

That's Italian!

Dante Ristorante Pizzeria’s chef/
owner, Nick Strawhecker (center),
redefines pizza with creative
toppings like crispy chicken livers.

ROAD FOODIE
RECOMMENDS

Omaha Pizza Joints
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Dante Ristorante Pizzeria, 168th and Center, 402-932-30

From above top: The meatball pizza is a customer favorite
at Frank’s Pizzeria. Don’t miss out on Dante Ristorante
Pizzeria’s other offerings like these super-rich chicken liver
crostini with duck-fat-fried bread.

Pitch Pizzeria In a restored brick building in the
historic Dundee neighborhood, Willy Theisen, the
original creator of Godfather’s pizza chain, cooks
up artisan Neapolitan pizzas in 1,000-degree,
coal-fired ovens. Theisen says the super-hot
ovens have a “sweet spot” that gives the crust

a satisfying char. They use Italian San Marzano
tomatoes and imported ‘00’ Italian flour and plenty
of local ingredients. They also grind their own
sausage and make all their own sauces, which
gives their pies fresh, vibrant flavors.

Dante Ristorante Pizzeria On the west side of
Omaha, chef/owner Nick Strawhecker serves truly
gourmet, artisan pizza that will make you rethink
what pizza should be. Strawhecker is a master
chef who has cooked all over the world and his
Naples-inspired creations like pizza topped with
crispy chicken livers, lemon and Calabrian chilies
will make you weep for joy (really, | was skeptical
too!). Be sure to check out his other dishes like
rabbit roulade, chicken tortellini soup and fall-off-
the-bone tender beef cheek.

What’s your favorite place for pizza?
Email Bobbie at bobbie@realfoodtraveler.com.

www.dantepizzeria.com

Pitch Pizzeria, 5021 Underwood Avenue, 402-590-2625, www.pitchpizzeria.com

Photos: Bobbie Hasselbring



FLO DOESNT PERSONALLY
COVER YOUR RV, BUT We DO.

Progressive is America’s #1 specialty RV insurance provider.
From motor homes to camper vans and travel trailers, we've got you covered.

PROGRESSIVE
1.800.PROGRESSIVE / PROGRESSIVE.COM

Progressive Insurance, Circle 133 on Reader Service Card

Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates. Insurance prices and products are different when purchased directly from Progressive or through independent agents/brokers.
No. 1 in specialty RV insurance from 2013 Millward Brown national survey data.
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The Force is With You

A brake system for your towed vehicle should be
considered a necessity, but not all of them are created
equal. According to the dinghy brake experts at SMI, the
new Delta Force is the first and only dual-signal, propor-
tional portable braking system on the market. Featuring a
patent-pending ball-and-socket actuator that is self-ad-
justing, nonbinding and folds neatly to the side for storage,
the Delta Force mounts with a simple floor tether system
and the Set-It-Once pedal clamp. The wireless CoachLink
system monitors connectivity to the towed vehicle, displays
braking effort and features a visual/audible alert for fault
codes and breakaway circuit. Compact size and an intuitive
user interface make the Delta Force easy to install and
operate. MSRP: $1,199.95.

SMI Manufacturing Inc., 800-893-3763, www.smibrake.com

Spare Me

Flat tires can be an unfortu-
nate part of life on the road,
and many coaches make
accessing the spare tire a real
challenge. Roadmaster’s new
spare tire carrier (part No.
195225) puts the motorhome’s
spare within easy reach, and
makes handling it a whole lot
easier. Its patented design
allows the carrier to pivot

to the ground to deploy the

spare, or just to move it out of the way for access to the engine compart-
ment or rear storage. Designed for 16- to 24-inch wheels, the carrier
mounts in a standard 2-inch hitch receiver, and incorporates its own
receiver for a tow bar or other hitch-mounted accessory. It's powder-
coated for durability and corrosion resistance and has a 10,000-pound
maximum capacity, 400-pound maximum hitch weight. MSRP: $695.

Roadmaster, 800-669-9690, www.roadmasterinc.com

Able Cable

Fifty-amp service is common on today’s motorhomes,

and the heavy cable can be hard to handle. Conntek’s new
50-amp RV cord is designed to be easier to grab, lock and
remove at both ends. The connector’s 45-degree angle

not only allows the inlet hatch to close more completely,

it also offers a measure of strain relief, reducing the
chance of damage to the cord or inlet. Meanwhile, the plug
side features Conntek’s Ergo Grip, with the handle and
prongs positioned at a right angle to the cord, increasing
leverage and reducing hand fatigue. Finally, two blue LEDs
illuminate to let you know when the power is on. This new
cord, part number 15455-LA1, has an MSRP of $194.99.
Conntek, 414-482-0800, www.conntek.com

The
Wheel
Deal

Motorhome wheels

and tires are like

your shoes — when

they look good, you

look good. Trouble is, it's difficult to find a
product that makes it easy to care for your
rolling stock. The car care professionals
at Eagle One solved this problem with A2Z
Wheel and Tire Cleaner, now available in
a 64-ounce size perfect for motorhome
use. Incorporating a detachable hose

for hard-to-reach places, A2Z utilizes an
acid-free formula that the manufacturer
recommends for use on any wheel or tire.
The thick foam easily removes grease,
grime and brake dust from the wheels,
and leaves tires shiny black. MSRP: $15
from a variety of retailers.

Eagle One, 800-832-6825,
www.eagleone.com
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EIGHT GREAT
DIESELS
T0 GET YOUR
MOTOR RUNNING.

There are lots of reasons to step up to a diesel pusher: The smooth, quiet ride. The
luxurious amenities. The abundant storage. And all that awesome torgue on tap.

But with eight models and a wide variety of floorplans and price points to choose from,
the real question might be, “Which one?"

The good news is, no matter which of our diesel pushers you select, you can rest assured
it will deliver the innovative features, build quality and value you expect from the number-
one name in motorhomes.

Try one on for size at your nearest dealer, or see them all online at Winnebagolnd.com.

GRAND TOUR® ELLIPSE ULTRA® TOUR® ELLIPSE® JOURNEY® MERIDIAN® FORZA™ SOLEI®

©2014 Winnebago Industries, Inc.

Winnebago Industries, Circle 150 on Reader Service Card
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Pet-Friendly Campgrounds @

The editors and consultants of the “Good Sam RV Travel & Savings Guide” have
chosen their list of the Top Pet-friendly Parks from the annual publication’s
database of more than 7,000 private RV parks. According to the guide, “These
select RV parks stand out from the pack when it comes to RVers traveling with

animal passengers.”

Pet-friendly parks boast amenities from fenced-in dog parks to pet washing
areas. Many offer trails for pet walking, and some dispense pet treats to

newcomers traveling with four-legged passengers.

The top parks are:

Arizona: Desert’s Edge RV-The Purple Park, Phoenix

"
!

California: Bakersfield River Run RV Park, Bakers-

field; Chula Vista RV Resort, Chula Vista; Sands RV &

Golf Resort, Desert Hot Springs
Kansas: Deer Creek Valley RV Park, Topeka

Missouri: America’s Best Campground, Branson
New Mexico: American RV Park, Albuquerque
New York: Lake George RV Park, Lake George

Texas: Austin Lone Star-Carefree RV Resort, Austin;

Stone Creek RV Park, San Antonio
Utah: Shady Acres RV Park, Green River

4 Be
€

National Parks Draw
Record-Breaking

Crowds ©

Visitation at America’s national parks broke all-time records in

2014, as the National Park Service prepares to celebrate its centennial

in 2016 with a major push to encourage more visitors to experience their national
parks in 2016. In 2014, there were 292.8 million visits to national parks, breaking
the previous record set in 1999 when parks saw just over 287.1 million visits.
Several national parks saw record-breaking visitation in 2014, including Joshua
Tree, Rocky Mountain, Grand Teton and Glacier national parks.

The top 10 most-visited places in the
National Park System are:

Golden Gate National Recreation Area.... 15,004,420
Blue Ridge Parkway...........cccocoovvvvnrinn. 13,941,749
Great Smoky Mountains National Park.... 10,099,276
George Washington Memorial Parkway .... 7,472,150

Lincoln Memorial..........cooovvmrvnncinnriienne. 7,139,072
Lake Mead National Recreation Area........ 6,942,873
Gateway National Recreation Area............ 6,021,713
Natchez Trace Parkway...........cccccoevervnnce. 5,846,474
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National

Historical Park..........ccoccucoorvvvinncriincies 5,066,219
Grand Canyon National Park....................... 4,756,771

The top 10 most-visited national
parks are:

Great Smoky Mountains National Park.... 10,099,276

Grand Canyon National Park....................... 4,756,771
Yosemite National Park..............c.cccocco...... 3,882,642
Yellowstone National Park .............c........... 3,513,484
Rocky Mountain National Park.................... 3,434,751
Olympic National Park... .

Zion National Park...........c.cccocoovriiirinni, 3,189,696
Grand Teton National Park......................... 2,791,392
Acadia National Park .

Glacier National Park ..........c...ccocooerveerneene. 2,338,528
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NEWS BRIEFS

Touring Coach Lineup
Grows Volume for 2014
Winnebago Industries has
achieved the No. 1T model status
for the company’s Touring Coach
line. According to the latest report
from Statistical Surveys Inc.,
the Winnebago Touring Coach
line, which includes the Era and
Travato Class B motorhomes,
garnered 83.7 percent growth
in volume in 2014. According to
Statistical Surveys, the Class
B market grew more than any
other segment in the U.S. in "14,
increasing 22.8 percent over retail
sales in 2013.

Camping World Ups
Minimum Wage

In March, Camping World
Inc. increased the minimum
wage in all of its existing U.S.
stores and divisions to $12.25
for its nearly 7,000 associates,
including part-time and seasonal
associates. “The culture and
health of our company is
measured by one thing for me,
our people,” said Marcus Lemonis,
chairman and CEO of Camping
World and Good Sam Enterprises

Shade Repair Videos
United Shade, an affiliate
of Dicor Corp., has introduced
new videos for RV owners on
the following topics: accurately
measuring for new shades,
repairing strings for pleated
shades and programming
motorized windshield shades.
The videos are available at
www.unitedshade.com and
provide step-by-step instructions
for RVers.
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RV Navigation Just Got Smarter

Powerful RV Features Improve Safety,
Save Money and Enhance Your Journey

y \
7 MULTLTOUCH
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‘ 1.4 mi Divisadero St

Divisaders 5t

Driving 1.4 mi
H o $4.09
| A T Chevron F R E E
1 o1z L aay/ Lifetime
q A My Route Map Updates

+
Traffic Alerts

RoadMate® RV9490T-LM

7" HD Glass Touchscreen
Large, tablet-grade screen delivers improved clarity,
visibility and responsiveness - ideal for RVs

Powered by Android™ 0S

Calculations and commands are faster
and more responsive

Customizable RV Routes
Navigate based on your vehicle profile and
driving preferences

Dual Usage Mode

Easily switch between RV and Car mode

RV Specific POls Preloaded

Good Sam® RV Travel Guide & Campground Directory,
RV Sani Dump Stations, and more

= Receive Valuable Information
= Real-time information like Fuel Prices, Advanced
Weather and much more pushed to your navigator

Save time, save money and travel safer
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Hebgen, Montana

Earthquake Lake
Visitor Center

On a moonlit midnight, Aug.

17, 1959, the most powerful
earthquake ever recorded in the
Rocky Mountains triggered an 80
million-ton landslide that roared
down the south flank of Sheep
Mountain in Montana at 100 mph.
Lives and landscapes in Madison
River Canyon below Hebgen Lake
changed in seconds. Behind the
slide, the Madison River formed
a body of water later named
Earthquake Lake.

At the newly remodeled
Earthquake Lake Visitor Center,
exhibits tell of the devastating
night and its impact on the Madison
River and the surrounding Custer
Gallatin National Forest. An ob-
servation room overlooks the river
of rock the earthquake left behind
in the landslide. Trails lead to the
Memorial Boulder and a plaque
listing the names of those who
drowned or were buried by debris
in the earthquake. Earthquake
Lake Visitor Center is located ap-
proximately 28 miles from West
Yellowstone, Montana.

For more information, visit
www.fs.usda.gov/gallatin —
Arline Chandler
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Blowing Rock, North Ca
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Ms HCone Memorial Park

The Blue Ridge Parkway offers multiple opportunities for stunning views, but
getting off at Milepost 294 offers far more than panoramic moments. There's
history in the white Georgian Revival mansion perched on a hill, and a craft
center featuring some of the finest Southern Appalachian artisans.

Born in 1857, Moses H. Cone made his money in denim. He started as a
salesman for his father’s innovative dry goods company that sold ready-made
clothes expanding to include a new and very durable fabric known as denim.
Cone ultimately went into production of blue and even brown denim amassing
a sizable fortune and even supplying the fabric to Levi Strauss.

In 1901, Cone built a country estate in what is now the Blue Ridge
Mountains. You can stroll the grounds, hike, even watch demonstrations of
a profusion of country crafts. Tours are available of the family’s quarters on
the upper level while the Parkway Craft Center meanders through the rooms
of the first floor. Jewelry, pottery, weavings, stunning woodcrafts and more
tumble down racks, fill display cases and grace the walls.

Moses H. Cone Memorial Park is located about 2 miles from the charming
town of Blowing Rock, North Carolina, and is open March 15 through Nov. 30.
For more information, visit www.blueridgeheritage.com/attractions-
destinations/moses-cone-manor — Neala McCarten

Kearney, Nebraska

Kearney Classic
Car Collection

In 2013, the Lincoln Highway celebrated 100 years. At its midpoint in Kearney,

Nebraska, is the Classic Car Collection, where about 200 automobiles are

housed, many of which could have traveled on the original Lincoln Highway.
The amazing collection ranges from a 1907 International Auto Buggy to

a 1991 Ferrari Testarossa ... and just about everything in between. Of the

200-plus cars, 131 were donated by the Taulborg Family; the rest

were donated or loaned to the museum by others.

There is a complete list of autos in the

collection, history and directions

on the Classic Car Collection’s

website.

For more information,

call 308-234-1964, or go to

www.ccckearney.com. —

James Richardson @

Photos: James Richardson

Photos: Neala McCarten




No worries with the RVW.
| can happlly plan the next big catch.

When you take your towable or motorized
RV to a Coach Care™ service center, you'll find:

B Expert technicians taking care of all major components
B Guaranteed work everywhere you travel in the U.S.

B A clean, comfortable, family-friendly waiting room

B A place to practice your casting technique

Excellent RV service: we're all over it.
Find a Coach Care location near you and learn more by visiting
powertomotorhomes.com/coachcare

Cummins Onan

Performance you rely on.™

®

C" logo are registered trademarks of Cummins Inc.
0 Onan Corporation, Circle 101 on Reader Service Card
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Norcold Refrigerators.
Uniquely Designed for the RV Experience.

B Built to handle the demands and rigors of the road.

B Automatically switches to propane if electricity
is unavailable or required for other appliances.

B Conveniently serviced at RV dealerships nationwide.

NORCOLD

To learn more, go to www.norcold.com
Thetford/Norcold, Circle 145 on Reader Service Card
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GETAWAY

Spelunking in
Southwest Montana

An underground adventure at Lewis and
Clark Caverns State Park

By Rosanne Wagstaff

‘ ‘ I s anyone afraid of the dark? Afraid of heights? Or claustro-
phobic?” We peered at each other through the darkness,
just a sliver of light streaming through the rocky ceiling

of the Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park in southwest Montana.

Situated along the well-traveled route between iconic Yellowstone

and Glacier national parks, tucked deep in a mountain, is one of

the most decorative caverns in the Northwest. “Does anyone want
to leave before the gate is locked behind us?” A few brave souls

L]
Gettlng Here @ Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park is located
on Montana state Highway 2 and is easily accessible from the east and west off
Interstate 90. Cavern signs are noticeably posted on the interstate. From the
east, take Exit 274 and from the west, take Exit 256. From the south, take U.S.
Highway 287 to Montana state Highway 2.

confessed their fears but gallantly committed

to move forward as the gate clunked closed.

Our trusty guide, the only one with a flashlight,
continued, “Some areas are lighted, but not all.
Stooping, bending, descending 600 steps and
duck-walking or sliding down the Beaver Slide
are required. And please keep your voices down;
we don’t want to arouse the bats. Lastly, not all
areas have handrails, so please don’t touch the
cavern walls unless you think you will fall. Your
safety is most important.” Beaver Slide? Duck-
walking? This, after a three-quarter-mile trek up

LEWIS AND CLARK
CAVERNS STATE PARK



to the cave entrance gaining 300 feet
in elevation in the 85-degree heat? At
least the caverns were a refreshing 50
degrees!

Despite the seemingly daunting
instructions, the two-hour, 2-mile
guided cavern tour is a fun adventure
for all ages. Our group of 18 explorers
included an infant in a babypack up
to seniors. Plan on 20 minutes for
the 30-minute hike up to the cave
entrance. The cave portion of the tour
begins when everyone reaches the
entrance, so walk at your own pace,
enjoy panoramic bird’s-eye views of
the Jefferson River Valley and rest

momentarily on benches along the
way. Wheelchair access is provided
along the lower, more level, cave exit

trail. Entering from there, the last two
cavern rooms can be viewed.

“Shall we proceed?” With smiles
and nods, our group shuffled forward.
Within moments, a slight fluttering
revealed a large bat cluster huddled
high on a wall. The caverns are home
to several species of bats, and in
dim light these esteemed residents
seemed more neighborly than scary.
The park hosts an annual Bat Week in
August to educate visitors about these
exotic mammals. Programs include

Above from left: Created over time, the
caverns continue to evolve as seeping water
carves new formations. Grand finale “Paradise
Room” in all its splendor can be viewed from
the wheelchair-accessible cave exit. Below:
Plan on 20 to 30 minutes for the three-quarter-
mile trek up to the cave entrance.
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Chocolate Features

¢ Heated seats
* Massage

e Lighted cup holders
and base
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LEGACY COLLECTION
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ExTERIOR STEP COVERS

Prus MucH MORE

VISIT us AT
www.RVSTAINLESS.COM

(800) 329-2958
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GETAWAY

LEWIS AND CLARK CAVERNS

guided Bat Walks, Bat Cavern Tours,
and ranger presentations describing
the lifestyle and preservation of bats.
After tiptoeing past the bats, we
began our descent. Feeling like early
explorers, we made our way down

a narrow staircase, ducking under
hobbit-height ceilings as cool, damp
air engulfed us.

Tunnel-like passageways opened
into large chambers decorated with
colorful, water-carved formations. It
didn’t take long before our imagina-
tions escaped and roamed around
the magical underground gallery.
Icicle spears hung from ceilings
(stalactites), sculpted columns
stretched from top to bottom, and
curiously shaped pillars rose from
floors (stalagmites). We saw tiered
wedding cakes dripping icing and
waterfalls frozen in time. Just when
we thought our visions were getting
the best of us, our guide shined a
flashlight on “popcorn” and “ribbon”
formations and sculptures endear-
ingly named “Romeo and Juliet,”
“Empire State Building” and “North
Pole.” Apparently, we weren't the

only ones seeing apparitions in the
living limestone grotto!

When we reached the much-
anticipated Beaver Slide we
wondered how anyone could possibly
duck-walk it! Plopping down, we
slid to the bottom like kids on a
playground.

The tour wound through the
caverns for about an hour while
our guide entertained us with cave
folklore and tidbits of geology and
history. Interestingly, the park is
named after Meriwether Lewis
and William Clark, but they never
actually visited the caverns. In 1805,
their expedition journeyed 1,400 feet
below the cave entrance through
the Jefferson River Valley, leaving
the mountain’s secret undiscov-
ered. In 1892, two hunters spotted
steam venting from a hole high
on the mountain and an explora-
tion team rappelled into the caves
six years later. The first cave tours
were by candlelight. To help us
“modern-day explorers” experience
tours of old, our guide turned off
the lights — with ample warning, of



The big-rig-friendly campground, located across from the Main Visitor Center, features 40
sites — nine with electric hookups — a dump station, showers and restrooms.

course. Inky darkness swallowed
his flashlight beam transporting
us back to the past. Straining our
eyes to see any shape or shadow
proved hopeless. After a few nervous
giggles, foot shuffling and whispers,
the lights flickered back on, giving
us a new appreciation for those early
spelunkers. Exiting the caverns
into the bright sunlight, we felt
adventured, learned and entertained.
The cave tour is the park’s
biggest draw but it also offers
visitors a variety of other activities.
Spend a day viewing interpretive
exhibits, strolling through the gift

shop, picnicking, grabbing lunch or
a snack at the deli, bird-watching,
fishing, hiking or mountain biking.
Ten miles of trails wind through

the park’s 3,000-plus acres. Hikers
and mountain bikers share the trail
system and it is advisable to pick up
a trail guide at the visitors centers
for trail protocol and access. Paths
vary from easy, leisurely walks to
strenuous treks. The steepest, Cave
Gulch Trail, climbs 1,000 feet in
almost 2 miles stretching from the
campground up to the Cave Visitor
Center. Pack your own water, as
there is none along the trails. Black

The Main Visitor Center is easily
accessible from Montana state Highway 2
and offers parking for motorhomes.

What would you
do with more

Steering Control
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GETAWAY

LEWIS AND CLARK CAVERNS

Above: Stooping and bending under low
limestone ceilings adds to the adventure.
Right: The path leading to the cave entrance

is a great way to sample the terrain and vistas
the park’s hiking and biking trail system offers.

bears, mountain lions and mule deer
frequent the area but the park boasts
birding as the top wildlife-viewing op-
portunity.

Camp for a few days and experience
the park to its fullest. Attend ranger
programs in the amphitheater, take a
guided wildflower walk and share tales
of the mysterious mountain caverns
over a toasty campfire.

Planning Your Visit

Guided cavern tours are provided
daily from May 1 through September
30. All visitors must check in at the
Main Visitor Center at the base of

the mountain to obtain a parking
pass before proceeding to the Cave
Visitor Center. Day-use parking fees
are $5 per vehicle and RV parking is
available at both centers. The drive
to Cave Visitor Center is up a 3-mile,
two-lane, winding road, which can be
challenging in a big rig depending on
a driver’s comfort level. At the top, RV
parking is located on the left before
the main parking lot.

Cavern tour fees are a great value
at $10 for those 12 years or older, $5
for explorers 6 to 11 years and free for
children 5 years or younger.

The park’s big-rig-friendly

campground, located across from
the Main Visitor Center, features 40
sites (nine with electrical hookups),
showers, restrooms and a dump
station. Freshwater tank fill-ups are
included in the site fee. Although
the campground is open year-round,
many amenities including water-re-
lated services are only available from
May 1 through September 30. Peak-
season RV site fees with hookups are
$24 per night for Montana residents
and $34 per night for nonresidents,
and $18 (resident) and $28 (nonresi-
dent] per night without hookups.
Whether you plan to stay and camp
at Lewis and Clark Caverns State
Park, or visit for a day, be prepared
for a unique and fun adventure. @

@ FOR MORE INFORMATION
Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park
406-287-3541, http://stateparks
.mt.gov/lewis-and-clark-caverns

Montana State Park Camping
Reservations
855-922-6768
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By Pam Windsor

Photos: Pam Windsor

SMOKY MOUNTAIN

Exploring the Tennessee side of one of America's

any RVers who visit the Smoky Mountains tend to return again
and again. Whether it’s the majestic mountain views, the dense
forests and sweeping meadows, or the many creeks and waterfalls ...
something draws them back here.

“It's a wonderful year-round
park where people can come and
experience all four seasons,” said Park
Ranger Caitlin Worth. “It's a wonderful
place to be during early spring and
summertime for wildflowers and
wildlife viewing, and a fabulous place
to view the fall colors, typically in mid-
to late October.”

It also offers a rare opportunity to
see wildlife in their natural habitat, up
close. More than 1,500 black bears live
in Great Smoky Mountains National
Park and you'll see numerous signs
throughout the park warning of an
“active bear area.” You may see one of
those bears off in the distance, or - on
occasion - even crossing the road in
front of you.

“It's not uncommon for visitors
to see bears in the wild here,” added
Worth. “They also commonly see
white-tailed deer and wild turkeys,
especially in the Cades Cove area.

You might also see elk, coyotes,
groundhogs and more.”

Equally divided between Tennessee
and North Carolina, Great Smoky
Mountains National Park attracts
almost 9.5 million visitors a year,
more than any other national park in
the country. (The most-visited service
unit in the Park Service is Golden
Gate National Recreation Area, the
second most-visited unit is the Blue
Ridge Parkway, and Great Smoky
Mountains comes in third.) It's also one

of the few parks that doesn’t charge
an admission fee; that's because
the land used to be privately owned.
The states of Tennessee and North
Carolina originally paid to construct a
new road (Newfound Gap Road — U.S.
441), but when Tennessee transferred
ownership of the road to the federal
government, it stipulated that “no toll
or license fee shall ever be imposed”
to travel the road. If Great Smoky
Mountains National Park ever wants
to charge an entrance fee, action by
the Tennessee Legislature would be
required to lift the deed restriction.
Outdoor activities in the park are
endless, from hiking to horseback
riding, tubing to fishing, and of course,
camping. Georgia native Randy Jones
has been making an annual trip to
the Tennessee side of Great Smoky
Mountains for most of his life. “I've

GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS
NATIONAL PARK

Getting Here

To reach the park entrance near
Gatlinburg, Tennessee, from Interstate
40, take Exit 407 to state Highway 66
south. At Sevierville, go straight on U.S.
Highway 441 south. Follow Highway 441
through Pigeon Forge to the park.
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SPLENDOR

greatest national parks

been camping here for about 44 years.

It's been a family tradition for many
years, Elkmont in particular.”
Elkmont is the park’s largest and
busiest campground and offers a true
mountain camping experience. There
are 167 dry-camping sites here with
various restrictions on RV length. A
dump station is located 6 miles away
at the Sugarlands Visitor Center. The

Main photo: Cades Cove is one of the most visited areas in Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. Above: Visitors to Cades Cove can explore
historic cabins and a grist mill, and enjoy gorgeous mountain scenery.

camp has restrooms with flush toilets
and cold running water.

Even though the campground
doesn’t have hookups, Jones believes
that giving up some of the comforts
of home is worth the trade-off for
what you get in return. “It's the cool
streams, the shade, the beauty of the
trees and the flowers ... and cellphones
don’'t work here, so you get to really

enjoy the quiet. Plus, there’s no
texting. That's the draw - the serenity.”
There are six other campgrounds
(sans hookups) inside the park that ac-
commodate RVs, but for visitors who
want a less rustic experience, there
are numerous private campgrounds
in the region that offer full amenities.
Cove Creek RV Resort & Rentals on
Wears Valley Road in Sevierville, is
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one, offering full hookups, spacious
sites, Wi-Fi, cable, a large swimming
pool, fishing hole and more. Other area
campgrounds include Cove Mountain
Resorts RV Park, Ripplin® Waters
Campground, Riverside RV Park &
Resort, and Two Rivers Landing RV
Resort.

Park rangers on the Tennessee
side will tell you there are few major
road restrictions for RVers. Jones, who
owns a 2004 Holiday Rambler, says so
far, he’s been able to get his 40-foot
motorhome anywhere he needs to go.

“You really need to know where
you're going, especially in an RV this
size. | wouldn’'t recommend going from
here to Cherokee (North Carolinal.
That would be a little time-consuming
and scary, but as long as you come
in from the Pigeon Forge side to
the Smokies, | think any RV is easily
travelable to here and to Smokemont
campground, and to Cades Cove.”

Cades Cove ranks as one of the

most popular destinations in the

in the early 1800s and you’ll see some
of the buildings they left behind. This
11-mile loop, which can sometimes
take two to four hours, depending on
traffic, takes motorists on a relaxed
sightseeing trip featuring panoramic
views, some of those historic homes
and churches, and wildlife.

While there are no specified RV
restrictions on the main loop in Cades
Cove, narrow roads and tight turns
make some areas challenging for
larger rigs. (Two other roads leading
out of Cades Cove are restricted to
RVs. See the “Special Information
for RVers” section below.] Automo-
biles tend to move slowly at times
as motorists stop to photograph the
wildlife or scenery. Also, some of the
historic cabins are on side roads that
are difficult to maneuver for larger

vehicles. Between May and September,

the Cove closes on Wednesday and

& Special Information for RVers

RVs longer than 25 feet are prohibited
on the following roads and bridges:

¢ Balsam Mountain Road

e Greenbrier Road past the ranger station
¢ Heintooga Ridge Road

o Little Greenbrier Road

¢ Metcalf Bottoms Bridge

e Parson Branch Road in Cades Cove

¢ Rich Mountain Road in Cades Cove

¢ Roaring Fork Motor Nature Trail

Smokies. European settlers lived here

Above: Cove Creek RV Resort offers full

hookups and gorgeous views of the Smoky
Mountains. Below: Traffic often moves slowly
as motorists stop to photograph the wildlife.

Saturday mornings until 10 a.m. to

allow cyclists to ride through for a tour.
Outside the park, you'll find

other popular attractions at nearby

Gatlinburg and Pigeon Forge. There’s

Dollywood and Dollywood’s Splash

Country, and the Titanic Museum,

just to name a few. The Titanic

Within the park, the grade of the road is less than 5 percent with the minimal

tunnel clearance of 17 feet.

In the Cataloochie area, the road into the campground is very narrow with steep
drop-offs. In some sections two vehicles cannot pass through at the same time.

If you're traveling from Cades Cove to the Gatlinburg area, there’s a section on
the Little River Road where a rock overhang extends over the road into the lane.
RVs with a higher clearance, particularly Class A’s, will need to swing wide to go

around it.

There are no fuel stops within Great Smoky Mountains National Park, but there are
some available outside the park near the entrances in Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg.
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Camping has never
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN SPLENDOR

Museum, housed in a building structured to resemble
the ship, offers visitors the chance to get a unique look at
what happened on the night of April 15, 1912, when that
ill-fated and highly touted “unsinkable” ship went down
in 28-degree water in the north Atlantic Ocean. More than
1,500 people died.

As you enter the museum, employees dressed as they
would have been on the Titanic greet you, giving you a
“boarding pass” with the name of a real person who took
that maiden voyage. Some were passengers, others were
crew, and as you move through the museum - seeing what
living conditions were like as a first-, second-, or third-
class passenger or crew member - you begin to track the
name on your card, getting a more personal feel for the
Titanic experience. You won't find out until the end of the
tour whether the person listed on your card lived or died.

“A lot of people come aboard not knowing what to
expect, but when they leave, they're in awe,” explained John
Bell with the museum. “The history of what happened is

Right from top: The Laurel Falls Trail — one of the most popular in
Great Smoky Mountains National Park — offers sweeping views of the
Smoky Mountains. From mid-March through late November, guided
horseback rides are available at four concession horseback riding
stables in the park. Cades Cove Riding Stables is the only authorized
riding stables in the Cades Cove area.
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one Mile at o time.

“We used to promise each other vacations that never.seemed to happen.

Trips that got pushed back because of work or the kids or things that just
seemed more important at the time. Well, we've waited long enough.

Talk to an RV Lending Specialist about your options today.
Call 855.282.6564 or visit suntrust.com/RV.
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Lending subject to normal credit criteria. SunTrust is a member of the National Marine Lenders Association.
SunTrust Bank, Member FDIC. ©2015 SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust and How can we help you shine? are federally registered service marks of SunTrust Banks, Inc.



SMOKY MOUNTAIN SPLENDOR

Above from left: The Titanic Museum is a
popular attraction in Pigeon Forge. Inside,

the Discovery Room is one of several exhibits
about life on the Titanic. Beech Branch Crafts
is just one of the 120 craft shops in Gatlinburg.

told through the stories, through the
lives of the people aboard the Titanic.
We've got the photographs, we've got
the letters, artifacts, all those things
that were there. And it makes all those
stories come to life. It makes it real.”
Nearby Gatlinburg has become a
craft center for the region with more
than 120 shops, many of them offering

visitors the chance to watch craftsmen
demonstrate their skills at painting,
pottery making, weaving or woodwork-
ing. Many of the shops are set up in
individual homes, offering a warmth
and hospitality people say reflects the
true flavor of the Smoky Mountains.
For the many who are annual
visitors to the Tennessee side of the
Smokies, to the park and all it has to
offer, there’s absolutely nothing like it.
“It's priceless,” said Jones. “It's
been a memory of mine since | was a
kid and it's already a memory in my
two boys. Making memories, that's

what it’s all about, the simple things.
And getting back to family, that's
what's important.” @

For More Information

Cove Creek RV Resort & Rentals
877-570-2683, www.covecreekrvresort.com

Great Smoky Arts & Craft Community
www.gatlinburgcrafts.com

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
865-436-1200, www.nps.gov/grsm

The Titanic Museum
800-381-7670, www.titanicpigeonforge.com

Titanic interior photo: Courtesy Titanic Museum
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By Mary Zalmanek

ASPEN:
A ROCKY MOUNTAIN
PLAYGROUND

More than just a top ski spot, this Colorado town is a yearround
destination for lovers of the great outdoors

riginally settled as a mining town in the JAS hosts two annual three-day festivals — one June
. 1870s, Aspen, Colorado, is best known today 26-28, and the other during Labor Day weekend (Sept. 4-6)
i ] i vell as musical and educational programs throughout




Photos: Jim and Mary Zalmanek

Aspen’s charming downtown area appeals to shoppers and diners, pedestrians and cyclists, and

children and dogs.

Steve Winwood.

Much to my surprise, buying a
ticket isn’t the only way to enjoy the
entertainment. Music lovers on a
budget bring chairs and blankets and
sit on the lawn outside Benedict Music
Tent, the open-air venue for the June
concerts. On Thursday night we sat on
a blanket in the garden surrounded by
lupines and irises, and found we were
close enough to hear the music.

The next two nights we enjoyed the
entertainment from our seats inside
the tent. We have been Diana Krall
fans ever since we heard The Look of
Love album in 2001. Playing a grand
piano and singing in her sultry, smooth
voice, Krall wowed the crowd with jazz
standards such as “Let’s Fall in Love”
and “Fly Me to the Moon.”

Before his successful solo career,
Steve Winwood was a member of The
Spencer Davis Group, Traffic and Blind
Faith. On Saturday night he rocked
the tent with songs he made popular
in the '60s, "70s and '80s, like “Gimme
Some Lovin" and “Higher Love.” These
classics seemed to appeal equally to
the younger set as well as those of us
who grew up with his music.

We stayed at Difficult Campground
in the White River National Forest
5 miles southeast of town. The
campground sits above the Roaring

Fork River. Dense forest of aspen,
cottonwood and pine provide privacy
for each campsite. There are no
hookups for any of the 48 sites. Eight
sites can accommodate a 35-foot RV,
and one can hold a 40-footer. It's a
lovely campground, but if you have a
big rig or can’t do without hookups and
cellphone service, opt for RV parks
“down valley,” as the locals say, toward
Basalt and Glenwood Springs. Difficult
Campground is open mid-May to late
September.

While we filled our nights with
music, our days were free for explora-
tion. On Friday morning, we took a bike

Getting There

There are two ways to get to Aspen on
Highway 82 — heading southeast from
Glenwood Springs, or heading west over
Independence Pass. Vehicles longer
than 35 feet are prohibited on Indepen-
dence Pass, and for good reason. The
winding two-lane road has narrow and
steep sections. Independence Pass is
open from Memorial Day to late October
or early November.
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ASPEN: A ROCKY MOUNTAIN PLAYGROUND

bu
*‘- qv“
ride to Maroon Bells. A bike trail follows o ®
Highway 82 from the campground x
into Aspen. From there, an 11-mile -]

paved road leads to the most photo-
graphed peaks in North America. On
our return, we found our way through
Aspen, but had to stop a few times to
ask directions to Maroon Creek Road,
which is a popular route for cyclists

for two reasons. First, the scenery

is spectacular. Second, between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. the road is
closed to motorized vehicles except for
buses and registered campers staying
in designated campsites. This paved
ride is ideally suited to skinny-tire road
bikes, although it's doable on fat-tire
mountain bikes. It just took us a bit
longer on our heavier, slower bikes.
From the parking lot at Maroon Bells,
we took the short walk to Maroon Lake.

THE INDUSTRY’S

EASIEST
TO USE

Towed Vehicle Braking System

* The only system with a
patented One-Touch
Start Up Button

Above: Sophia Clark and Nicole Robertson
pause by Difficult Creek during a hike in

* Switch between full or

Both of the “Bells,” Maroon Peak and the Collegiate Peaks Wilderness near proportional braking at

North Maroon Peak, are 14ers, which Difficult Campground. Below: A bike trail ha toiich of 2 Batton
with sections of boardwalk, pavement and

means they are more than 14,000 gravel runs along Highway 82 from Difficult

feet high. The clear blue skies, snow- Campground into Aspen.

covered peaks, green valley and pic- I ——

turesque lake rival the Swiss Alps. On
the way down the mountain, we spotted  them at several restaurants since then.

moose and deer feeding in Maroon | loved my beets and kale salad, and
Creek. others were happy with their burgers.
Since we'd worked up appetites From our sidewalk table we watched
on our ride, we met some friends children play in the world’s first com-
at Justice Snow’s Restaurant in puterized dancing fountain, which was
downtown Aspen. Devils on Horseback,  built in 1979. Afterward, we browsed
an appetizer of bacon, dates and goat the shops in the charming downtown.

cheese, was so good that I've ordered On Saturday, eight of us hiked
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ASPEN: A ROCKY MOUNTAIN PLAYGROUND

a trail from the campground in the
Collegiate Peaks Wilderness. It was

a 6-mile round-trip hike with almost
2,000 feet of elevation gain. The trail
was often steep and rocky. About
halfway up the mountain, our friend’s
daughter, Nicole Robertson, could
tell by the look on my face that | was
dreading the next climb. She offered to
push me up the hill. | couldnt imagine
how this would work. She bent over

slightly, put her hands below my waist,

and started walking. It was magic,
like | was being carried. | went from
wondering if it was wise to keep up
with this younger group, to thinking |
should include 20-somethings in all my
vacation plans.

On this musically inspired weekend,
a visit to the John Denver Sanctuary
was a must. John Denver, a well-known
performer, songwriter and environmen-
talist, made Aspen his home until his
untimely death in a 1997 airplane crash.

+ e el 15T Fiomme iy R
o PreRRchaped Frrtion O

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

Above from left: Mallory Cecil was part of a
group of horseback riders from the T-Lazy-7
Ranch, which is located near the base of the
Maroon Bells. The ghost town of Ashcroft,

a former silver mining town in the 1880s, is
preserved by the Aspen Historical Society.

His love for Colorado and the Rocky
Mountains inspired many of his songs.
Fans and friends honored him with

this memorial. Set on the banks of the
Roaring Fork River, its gardens are lush

CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide



with flowers. The lyrics of his popular
songs are etched into the large rocks
artfully arranged in John's Song Garden.
As | strolled the sanctuary, | found two
of our friends standing in front of one
such boulder singing a lovely a cappella
rendition of “Rocky Mountain High.” The
beauty of this spontaneous act brought
tears to my eyes.

On Sunday afternoon we drove down
valley to Glenwood Springs for the 117th
Annual Strawberry Days Festival. While
there was plenty to attract visitors,
including an arts and crafts fair, food
vendors and rides for kids, it was the
music — once again — that enticed us.
Let Them Roar, a popular local band
described as “an American musical
melting pot,” took the stage at 2:30 p.m.
This six-member band collaborates to
write most of their music, which is a
fusion of bluegrass, jazz, and country-
western. We didn’t want to miss a
minute of their performance since our
friend’s daughter, Sophia Clark, is one
of the singers.

While the rest of our group returned
to work on Monday, Jim and | explored
more attractions. The Aspen Center
for Environmental Studies (ACES] is
a nonprofit environmental science
education organization with four sites
in the Roaring Fork Valley, including
the Catto Center at Toklat. Eleven

Above: Our group stayed at Difficult
Campground in the White River National
Forest 5 miles southeast of town. Below: Set
on the banks of the Roaring Fork River, the
John Denver Sanctuary is lush with flowers.

miles from Aspen on Castle Creek
Road, Toklat is a gathering place for
cultural and ecological discourse. It
was once the family home of one of
ACES’ founders, Stuart Mace. He met
Elena Gonzalez Ruiz in 1987 in Oaxaca,
Mexico, when he went there looking
for an alternative to Navajo rugs. Elena

Visit www.BrakeBuddy.com
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ASPEN: A ROCKY MOUNTAIN PLAYGROUND

Photo: Steve Mundinger

Above from left: Steve Winwood rocked the house with songs he made popular in the '60s, '70s
and "80s, like “Gimme Some Lovin'” and “Higher Love.” Popular local band, Let Them Roar, enter-
tained the crowd at the 117th Annual Strawberry Days Festival in Glenwood Springs.

is one of 3,000 Zapotec weavers in her
village. For the past 25 years, she has
been spending four months a year as
the Artist in Residence at Toklat. In her
demonstrations, Elena explains how the
wool is sorted, cleaned, and spun into
yarn, dyed with natural pigments and
woven on looms into colorful rugs. This
tradition of weaving has been passed
from generation to generation in her
village of Teotitlan del Valle since 1465.
The ghost town of Ashcroft sits

across from Toklat. In 1880, two pros-
pectors found silver in Castle Creek
Valley. By 1883, the mining town
boomed to a population of 2,000, with
two newspapers, six hotels and 20
saloons. It quickly went bust, with the
population dwindling to 100 by 1885.
The land was deeded to the U.S. Forest
Service in 1953. Today, the Aspen
Historical Society preserves nine
original buildings.

Our visit to Aspen proved that you

don’t have to be a member of the jet
set to appreciate the best of what this
area has to offer. Our "RV set” enjoyed
the beautiful scenery, sounds of music
and nature, delicious foods and lush
gardens. @

For More Information

Aspen-Basalt Campground
Basalt, Colorado
970-927-3405
www.coloradodirectory.com/
aspenbasaltcamp

Difficult Campground
White River National Forest
Aspen, Colorado
Www.reserveamerica.com

Gateway RV Park
Carbondale, Colorado
970-379-8151
www.gateway-rv-park.com

Glenwood Canyon Resort
Glenwood Springs, Colorado
800-958-6737
http://glenwoodcanyonresort.com

Jazz Aspen Snowmass
http://jazzaspensnowmass.org/jazzfestival

In-line Filters
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Cartridges

Housings

SHURFLO'’s Filtration Products deliver high

quality, safe, clean drinking water. Our full line of NSF listed

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

filters allow flexibility for all your RV filtration needs. SHURFLO
filters use only the highest quality materials available, assuring
great tasting water wherever you travel.
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Renegade Chooses HWH® Products for the 2015 IKON Motorcoach
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* Sweepeze® automatically sweeps water and debris from the roof of the slide-out when retracted.
* Eliminates the need for a slide-out flange at the top of the room.
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Combine the HWH Sweepeze with the HWH Slide-Out Mechanism for
a flush sidewall and a beautifully clean, sleek automotive look — there is 800-321-3494
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Made in the USA

This 2015 Renegade IKON also features: HWH® BIAXIS® Touch Panel Controlled
Hydraulic Leveling, HWH® SpaceMaker® Universal Straight-Out Slide-Out, and a
HWH® SpaceMaker® Single-Cylinder “Guided” Slide-Out (bed slide).
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HWH Corporation, Circle 119 on Reader Service Card




By Jaimie Hall Bruzenak

KIWIS, PENGUINS AND

TUATARAS —

OH MY!

Motorhome adventures in New Zealand’s South Island

yellow-eyed penguin posed on a rock at

Curio Bay. After picking our way over petrified

logs embedded in the rocky beach, we were

able to take photos without disturbing it. It was
molting and would be confined to land for several weeks.
We were in our second week of a monthlong campervan trip
around the South Island of New Zealand.

leads to a platform
at the Nugget Point
Lighthouse, overlooking
the “nuggets” below on
the Otago coast.

A 20-minute walk .9%

New Zealand is a magical place. The South Island, about
the size of Illinois, is the larger of the two islands but has
only 25 percent of the population and is mostly rural. One
month may seem like a long time, but the South Island has
so much to see, you could easily spend much more time
here. Eleven years prior, | had done a similar three-week
trip with my 14-year-old granddaughter and we did not have
enough time to see the whole island.

A campervan is the ideal way to see the South Island.
You set your own schedule, plus, with a self-contained
motorhome, you can freedom camp or boondock where
allowed rather than rushing on. With miles and miles of
scenic roads, following sandy beaches, rocky coastlines,
forests and acres of pastureland for sheep, you'll stop often
for postcard views.

Planning

We began researching flights and campervan rentals in
October for our February trip. We identified a medium-
price campervan that would accommodate my husband,




Money Matters

e Currency is the New Zealand dollar;
as of presstime, $1NZ=$0.75US.

¢ A 15 percent tax is applied to the cost
of goods and services, and is usually
included in the price.

e Gratuities are not expected.

George’s, 6-foot height. Large,
newer units were very pricey; budget
campers were too small.

After a 12-hour flight on Air
New Zealand from Los Angeles,
California, to Auckland, New
Zealand, a shorter flight took us
to Christchurch to pick up our
2001 Path Seeker from Freedom
Campers. The camper was furnished
with linens and cookware. A trip to
the grocery store for food and toilet
paper was first on the agenda.

Heading out

After a night in Christchurch,

we headed south on Highway 1,
chanting, “Stay left, stay left.” The
five-speed stick shift on the left took
a little getting used to and at first

A sunny day for a boat tour on Milford Sound with iconic Mitre Peak shrouded in clouds.

George hit the windshield wiper switch
instead of the turn signal indicator.

Using our marked Lonely Planet
guidebook, plus maps, directories and
brochures from Freedom Campers,
we had a general route planned
out. February here is similar to late
summer in the Northern Hemisphere
so we decided to do a clockwise circuit,
sticking mostly to the perimeter. We
would follow a similar route to the one
that my granddaughter, Gabrielle, and
| did, but also add in new places and
do more hiking. Our campervan came
equipped with Tourism Radio, a device
that works with GPS technology and
plugs into your radio to tell you about
nearby attractions, landmarks, history
and places to stay.

The city soon dropped away to
fields and pastures on the Canterbury
Plains. We saw the first of many farms
raising deer and elk for meat. We
decided to go inland first to see Mount
Cook, New Zealand's tallest peak,
and then resume our coastal circuit.
We spent night two at Pioneer Park,

a Department of Conservation (DOC)
park. At $6NZ a piece per night, DOC
parks were a bargain. We camped
under huge trees with other rental
campervans scattered around the

perimeter of a grassy field. The two
DOC parks we stayed in had pit toilets,
one water faucet and trash recep-
tacles.

We mostly stayed at holiday parks,
averaging about $40NZ/night, which
are commercial parks that have
powered sites as well as tent sites and
rooms, plus a central kitchen and large
restrooms. Showers were usually free.

The South Island is long and skinny.
With only 25 percent of the population,
it is mostly rural, with seven sheep to
each person. The Southern Alps where
Mount Cook is located runs along the
western edge of the island. On the east
side of the mountains, we hiked to a
viewpoint of the Tasman Glacier
and at a planetarium show
learned how to pick out the

y
Southern Cross in the ﬁ _
night sky. :# {i"
(i
s

%

This signpost at Bluff just might be the one that started the fad!

Photos: Jamie Hall Bruzenak and George Bruzenak
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KIWIS, PENGUINS AND TUATARAS — OH MY!

Penguins

Back to the coast to see penguins!
Oamaru is home to a blue penguin
colony. Blue penguins are the tiniest
species of penguins, and in Oamaru
each evening several groups of 10 to 15
penguins scramble up the rocks after
dark to their nesting boxes. Rare yel-
low-eyed penguins nest in the area, but
it wouldn’t be until we reached Curio
Bay that we got a good look at one.

¢ Diesel fuel is considerably less
than petrol. With your supermarket
purchase, you can get discount fuel
coupons. We spent $488US.

¢ Our campervan rental was close to
$4,700 for 28 days including extra
insurance and credit card surcharge.

¢ Believe the caution signs with lowered
speed limits on curves and be
prepared for one-way bridges. Signs
indicate who has the right of way.

o A SIM card at the Vodafone booth at
the airport with 2MB data, 200 texts
and 100 minutes for local calls and
calls to the U.S. was $57US. Your
cellphone must be unlocked.

¢ Most holiday parks had Wi-Fi, usually
for a charge. A 30-day card fro
IAC, the Internet provider at many
holiday parks, would have been more
economical.

o Cell service is virtually nonexistent
outside of towns.

¢ At holiday parks, water and dump are
in a central location.

¢ A Top 10 Holiday Park membership
offered discounts. They consistently
had nice facilities.

¢ Except for hiking, most attractions
charged a fee. We spent about
$2,100US for the month.

A hike through the rain forest and
along the beach takes you to a pair of
connected sea caves, more than 100
feet tall inside.

We stopped at the Moeraki
Boulders because of a Pinterest photo.
After a coastal loop out of Oamaru
where we saw many lovely freedom
camping spots right on the ocean, we
returned to Highway 1 South. From
the parking lot at Koekohe Beach,
it's a short walk at low tide to the
most unusual round boulders. These
concretions, some nearly 10 feet in
diameter, were formed in ancient sea
sediments.

Chocolate!

Dunedin’s Otago Peninsula offers
opportunities to see more bird life,
including nesting royal albatross.
However, | remembered Cadbury
World from my prior visit. Playful
guides show how their chocolate
products are made and give samples.
Giant candy bars from the store make
excellent souvenirs.

Catlins
The Catlins was my favorite part
of the South Island. The Southern

Ayellow-eyed penguin poses at Curio Bay in
the Catlins.

Scenic Route takes you along the
coast, through rainforest and access
to several short hikes. Photos on
Pinterest convinced us to stop at
several places. First was Nugget
Point Lighthouse perched on a steep
headland. Another was Purakaunui
Bay, where we parked in our
campervan right on the ocean at a DOC
campground with turquoise waters
rolling into a curving sandy beach

Formations of Pancake
Rocks near Punakaiki rise
up out of the ocean.




KIWIS, PENGUINS AND TUATARAS — OH MY!

hugged by bluffs on either side.

We spent the night near Cathedral Caves on Waipati
Beach, another Pinterest find. The caves, with 100-foot-high
ceilings, are accessible through private land at low tide. We
also hiked to waterfalls, Jack’s Blowhole and Slope — the
southern-most point on the South Island.

Curio Bay along the southern coast is where we saw
several yellow-eyed penguins, a species found only in
New Zealand. Other stops included Bluff — the southern-
most city — and Invercargill to see Henry, the tuatara, at
the Southland Museum. Tuataras are reptiles that have
survived from the age of dinosaurs; Henry is more than 100
years old!

Fiordlands

Atrip to either Milford or Doubtful sound should be on your
itinerary. These fiords reach out to the Tasman Sea with
sheer cliffs and myriad waterfalls when it’s raining. Part of
the draw of a trip to Milford Sound is the scenic drive. The
excursion to Doubtful Sound is longer, with more to see on
the water and fewer tourists. Starting with a boat trip across
Lake Manapouri, then a tour of the underground power
plant, you then board a vessel at Deep Cove. We did both,

but choose according to your allotted time and budget. Above: A tour boat gets up close to a waterfall in Milford Sound.

Heading up the West Coast, we skipped Queenstown (too  Below: Kayaking is a fun way to explore the shoreline along Abel
.crowded) and stopped in Wanaka to see Puzzling World. At Tasman National Park.

““February here is similar to late
summer in the Northern Hemisphere.
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Caution is needed if you encounter a herd of sheep being moved from one pasture to another.

Fox Glacier, one of two glaciers easily
accessible from Highway 6, we hiked to
a viewpoint of its immense tongue.

Kiwis

The iconic bird of New Zealand is the
kiwi. In Franz Josef we visited the
West Coast Wildlife Center. After your
eyes adjust to the darkened room, you
can pick out kiwis foraging through
the duff. A behind-the-scenes tour
includes information about the rescue
program for endangered kiwis and a
glimpse at chicks in incubators before
being released to a predator-free envi-
ronment.

Another memorable stop before
heading to the North Coast was
Pancake Rocks at Dolomite Point,
near the little settlement of Punakaiki.
These unusual formations are made up
of compressed marine and plant life.

Tracks along the ocean

The north is a close second to the
Catlins for beauty. From the west,

we came down through the rugged
Buller Gorge, through forested hills,
vineyards and pastureland with sheep
and cows. On my previous trip, we
had not traveled this far north. Two
tracks or hikes are must-do’s: the
Abel Tasman Coast Track in Abel
Tasman National Park and the Queen
Charlotte Track along the Queen
Charlotte Sound. Water taxis take
hikers out, drop them off, then pick
them up at prearranged locations
and times. Other ways to explore
both areas include scenic cruises and
kayaking.

Leaving Picton at the head of
Queen Charlotte Sound, we again
followed coastal Highway 1 south. Fur
seals, found all along the coasts, were

- T

Above from left: An aerial view of a holiday park at Lake Tekapo on the way to Mount Cook. The
author, Jaimie, relaxes in one of the mineral pools at Hanmer Springs Thermal Pools and Spa.
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especially visible at rocky coves along
the highway.

Kaikoura, a small town with a
gorgeous beach backed by tall peaks,
offered whale watches. Male sperm
whales, the largest of the toothed
whales, feed year-round in the 172-
mile-deep undersea Kaikoura Canyon
lying just offshore, leaving only to
mate. We saw three of the giants along
with dusky dolphins and an albatross.

Our last stop was Hanmer Springs
Thermal Pools and Spa, inland but
only 90 minutes from Christchurch.
With more than a dozen pools and a
variety of mineral waters plus a giant
play area for children and spa services,
Hanmer Springs is a delightful place to
relax at any point during your trip.

Christchurch, our beginning and
ending point, was devastated by an
earthquake in 2011. The city’s lovely
cathedral was badly damaged. Re-
construction is widespread in the
downtown area. It was much changed
since my last visit.

On the outskirts of town,
Willowbank Wildlife Reserve was a
delightful treat. Our last evening, we
attended a Maori cultural experience
with demonstrations of the haka war
dance followed by dinner. The preserve
has an assortment of animals and
birds and children delight in feeding
the eels and other creatures. @

Resources

Department of Conservation
www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation
Information on parks and recreation and
Department of Conservation campgrounds.

Freedom Campers
www.freedomcampers.co.nz
Search online for other providers.

1AC card
www.internetaccesscompany.co.nz

New Zealand Motor Caravan Association
WWW.Nzmca.org.nz

Members have access to parking on members’
property and other benefits.

Tourism New Zealand
www.newzealand.com/us/visitor-information-
centre

Vodaphone
www.vodafone.co.nz



HARBOR FREIGHT

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES

SUPER COUPON

0%

How Does Harhor Freight

Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools
at the LOWEST Prices?
We have invested millions of

dollars in our own state-of-the-art
quality test labs and millions more

in our factories, so our tools will go
toe-to-toe with the top professional
brands. And we can sell them for

ANY SINGLE ITEM

a fraction of the price because we
cut out the middle man and pass

550 Stores Nationwide. 1

3\
B

1 Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Val

XS 12" SLIDING COMPOUND
R wﬂmu
\

BLE-BEVEL MITER SAW
WITH LASER GUIDE

CHICAGOBELECTRIC
POW

ER TOOLS |

‘ﬁw, LOT NO. 69684 '

61776/61969/61970 :
Item 69684 shown 1

AVE :

134
T TTTII N o i

564

-2

drilimaster

LOT NO. 95578
69645/60625

Item 60625
shown

SAVE $999

30%
REG. PRICE $19.99

25692405

o

1 LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last.

¥ Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/1/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

< WOW SuPER COUPON:

« 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts
PITTSBURGH E=5& Most Vehicles

PID PUMP® « Weighs 27 Ibs.
l‘l‘% TON ALUMINUM .
ACING JACK o5

0T NO. 68053/69252
l!::111569/621(i(!lli249(§/5251!i

4 PRICE §179400 )
AT

ling 800-423-2567. Cannot be uss

. with ather discount
LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores of HarborFrei

on o
o e rinal coupon st e presente

#5335 2500 LB, ELECTRIC WINCH WITH

eSS
?9@ NEW) WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL

Item 61840 shown LOT NO. 68146

61258/61207/61840 § ° Rcourack, o PITTSBURGHEZ
BADLANDIGA o e “impressive AGacy 14 L%l'}
\ S ing Value! .
YOUR CHOICE! RN et R
AVE Q rem2ss NC
shown N\ 3/8" DRIVE

100

w2499

s
ﬂl!lel!__‘!llll REG. PRICE $149.99

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by caling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while Supples last.
Non-ransferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/1/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

256

8

D
&
S

4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER 292

" s L

LIVIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling
I800-423-2567 *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Tral:kl |

the savings on to you. It’s just that Igé“n"em%?@',‘“‘?foﬁ""széﬁé'é“gr S Dol foor” R, Towabls Rge-0n hencner
3

s SUPER COUPON

FREE

I
I

I

I

I

I WITH ANY PURCHASE |
I 3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT |
I NINE LED |
I ALUMINUM
I FLASHLIGHT |
I

I

Item
ITEM 69052
69111/62522/62573 fﬁgfﬁ

$699 Y

VALUE 1

s,
w Ml (tem 61712/62306/67138). Predator Gas Povier ftems, open_box fems, I Lisir 1 - cannot be used with ther discount, coupon or pior purchase. Coupon good at our I

H ' Hp in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping
S|mp e! Lome visSIit one ot our | fom oriral_purciase cate wih orginal receipt Non-lansterabe. Originalcoupon | | & Haring chrges, may apoly if not picke up n:tore flon-tanstrabie. Orginal coupon ]
day. alid thro!

must be presented. Valid through &/1/15. Limit one coupon per customer per da

Sar10a
-— -

=

S 5FT. 6 x7FT. 6"
e m ALL PURPOSE WEATHER

RESISTANT TARP 5> PRESSURE

LOT NO. 953/69136

69248/69128/69210 | sﬁj‘{)E WASHER

SAVE
61%

1
1 shown 1
! o [N
o A0 AT 0 O A ' =oe
H 56 a

D

Item 953

s107

US+GENERALTD
@ 26", 16 DRAWER

. soum, copcty ROLLER CABINET

31 L b
e tem 7! 67831/61609
3 REG. PRICE $639409

(AL A B AL

4
LIMIT 4 - Good at ou tores or Harborrigtoom or Y SR,

oupon or prior pu
e seraple. Origna coupon must

S 900 PEAK/
2\3‘&:@ NEW) 100 RUNNING WATTS X

GAS RECR

SAVE & $
47
1]

567 T6HY

o purchass afer a0 daysfrom originalpuchese 9 78T iong coupon per customer DT 68y or coupon o pior purchasesafter 30 daysfrom originalpurchase it rignlreceip. ffer good il Supplies s | or coupon o prio purchasesafer 30 days from orginalpurchase with rignalrecipt. Ofergood whie Supple st
d. Vali Non-iransferabl. Original coupon must be presented. Vald through 8/1/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

PER COUPON!
TORQUE WRENCHES

N

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores 0f HarborFreight.com or by call

ther discount
3-2567. Cannot be used with of! e
inal receipt. Offer good while supplies ) - : ;
s da{) el DRy : = ﬂge A = :‘r‘ﬂ:‘u;«)n %‘Tmpel:: g\‘l‘v’c?\ases after 30 days. ?mm original purchase with m\gmi‘m_K B O o astomer por =
]

2 HP (63 CCEZ CYCLEE® AIR COMPRESSOR

ATIONAL | CENTRALPNEUMATIC
GENERATOR! SA%E tomo7eq7  LOTNO. 67847

LOT NO. 60338/69381/62472 1

1
1
m 99999 514099
REG.PRlCE$179.99: $219.99 ;
- Ty

) 1
ghtcom o by Gaing B0 vl recept, Offr good i supblies ‘35“ LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by caling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount y LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used vith other discount

$24’°9 \ an%‘/’ggﬁ
REG. PRICE $23:89 212 3’!}"“’5
uunlnuuu\lzlus\\el!mmnllnl|\_u\mmWm,mi

T onginal purchase with original receipt. Offer 600 while supplies st
i d while suppli
o 11 LI one W“i’Dq per customer per day. = or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last

D
must be presented. ugh 8/1/15. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

1 LT T
SEL9EAn
-

=

T e
1650 PS|

LOT NO. 69488

i $7Q99 5
$129.99
AN

G336

[

REG. PRICE sﬁlgg:LlMlT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreightcom or by calling

0-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon “or prior

00-
LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount g LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or Harborfreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount y pirchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt.
or coupon o prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies ast. | Or coupan or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. ' gffer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be

i lid through 8/1/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. § Non-transferable. Original coupon mst be presented. Vali through 8/1/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 1 precented. valid through B/15, Limit ‘one. coupon per cuslomer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON!

R COUPON!
i wow SuPE TRIPLE BALL

naulfmaster rop|l ER HITCH

E ] SAVE ”“g'é%/%‘%%%
3
61913/61914

- $1Q79$29%

141
gr‘:own REG. PRICE $59:49

(AR R

ot be used vith other discount
%ES%? Offer good while supplies ast.

t.com or by callng 800-423-25

Non-transferable. Original coupon ‘must be presented. Valid through 8/1/15.

%> 2.5HP, 21 GALLON =
125 PSI VERTICAL

X

shown 61454/61693

568

G006

¥ Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/1/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. !

10FT. x 20 FT. !
PORTABLE !
CAR CANOPY .

LOT NO. 69034/60728 :
gAIIE i
100 "aN.

Item 69034 shown

2-1

Ll NI e 5 stsa o

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount y

= + . i
SR S Zex
G&5H

30 days it
 coupon o prior purchases after 0. Valid through 8/1/15. Li v 1
e g o el ot 42 ot i ot i e e o o 11 o o p i

* 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
e Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers

* No Hassle Return Policy
e Lifetime Warranty on an hand Tools

* 550 Stores Nationwide

e HarhorFreight.com 800-423-2567



The -

TOTAL PACKAGE

You Truly Deserve

ERS_

.

- SM
NEWMAR
e,

WHEN YOU KNOW THE DIFFERENCE *™

View the entire 2015 Newmar lineup at NewmarCorp.com or call 1-(800)-852-1731 to request your brochure.



At Newmar, our mission is simple: build the
best motor coaches in the industry. This
commitment to excellence can be seen

throughout our entire 2015 lineup, including
the all-new London Aire. For over 40 years, we

at Newmar have chosen to lead rather than
follow, delivering a level of craftsmanship,
innovations and customer support capable of
exceeding the highest of expectations.

Newmar Corporation, Circle 130 on Reader Service Card



By Rhonda Ostertag

TAPPING ROUTES TO
NATURE'S FLOVVER BOX

A tour of wildflower hot spots across the country

hen nature’s wand sweeps over the barren-sleep of winter,
the transformation is celebratory and a signal to travel. Given the
diversity of this great land, the wildflower theater is varied and the
timing accommodating — even for procrastinators. Blooms burst

forth February through September.

The South conjures fragrant-sweet
memories and charm with blossoms of
honeysuckle, dogwood and magnolia.
Rhododendron and mountain laurel
reign as you migrate north through
the Blue Ridge and Smoky mountains
and continue north through the mid-
Atlantic and New England states. The
Great Smoky Mountains arguably

contain the greatest botanical diversity
RGENENTE

Black-eyed Susan, prairie aster,
blazing star and butterfly-weed strut
color across the Midwest prairies,
while Texas two-steps in with its
signature bluebonnet. Look for
showers of rhododendron and azalea
to again take hold under the towering

A daisy meadow in Willamette Mission State Park, located north of Salem, Oregon.
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California redwoods.

A pointed array of cacti, agave
and yucca join a rainbow of annuals
adorning the desert southwest, and
the high country Sierra, Cascade and
Rocky mountains roll out carpets of
alpine flora in the few choice weeks
between snowmelt and first frost (or
snowfall]. Swamps, forests, chaparral,
dunes and coastal shores, all have
their decoration.

Strolling in fields of color, pho-
tographing or capturing the fleeting
moment on canvas recommend
wildflower travel. But, a floral
backdrop enhances most recreational




Photos: George Ostertag

endeavors.

Blooms also attract birds, bees,
butterflies and wildlife. One afternoon
in Alberta, Canada, from the safe
embrace of our vehicle, we watched
a sunning radio-tagged grizzly top
dandelions one by one. The color
vanished but the memory stayed.

A flip through most any calendar
yields travel possibilities. Native
plant societies can offer suggestions.
Naturalist-led walks can acquaint you
with local species. A good wildflower
field guidebook adds to appreciation.
Popular areas may have wildflower
hotlines or tracking reports.

Winter rains followed by warm
sunny days can herald a floral
bonanza. Too much or no rain, sparse
displays. It's a delightful crapshoot.

Because many displays occur
in our state and national parks,
motorhome travelers will find
convenient access and overnight ac-
commodation on the spot. Private
facilities fill in with added comforts,
services and often better size accom-
modation.

The only rule for wildflowers: Don't
pick. It's a good one, ensuring even
better shows in future years. Only a
hayfever sufferer could find fault —
fortunately for me, there’s medicine.

Desert bloom,
California Mojave
Desert reaches, whether Mojave,
Sonoran, Chihuahuan or Great Basin,
are vast, harsh and complicated, as
well as delicate and beautiful when the
elements collide in a perfect spring.
In the California Mojave, Mother
Nature ties on her many-colored
hostess apron late February through
May, serving up purple mat, sand
verbena, lily, primrose, lupine and
desert dandelion. The red and yellow
blossoms of barrel, beavertail, prickly
pear and hedgehog cacti arrive March
to June.

Joshua Tree National Park (cupped
by Interstate 10 south of Twentynine
Palms) combines the best of the
Mojave and Great Basin deserts. Its
namesake Dr. Seuss-esque tree is an
irregular bloomer of the agave family,
flowering February through April.
Mojave National Preserve, stretched
between interstates 15 and 40, salutes
the core Mojave offering. Each place
has trails, historical sites, rock
climbing and plenty of flowering trees,
shrubs, cacti and annuals.

State park and Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) sites broaden
viewing opportunities. Mid-March to
June, at Desert Tortoise Natural Area
(a BLM day-use area off dirt Rands-
burg-Mojave Road, 5 miles north of
California City), tortoises feed on the
desert annuals, storing up water and
fat. Early risers may see the sensible,
but threatened, cool-of-the-day
feeders. Grant them space and heed
rules to protect them.

Desert admiration requires
attention to the spiny plant defenses,
and travelers should carry water, wear
hats and keep fuel tanks topped.

Mountain laurel, Connecticut
and Pennsylvania

Because the Mississippi River signals
the end of the laurel’s westward
march, this deprived Westerner must
travel for its admiring.

Celebrating this shared state
flower, Connecticut and Pennsyl-
vania roll out quite a welcome. The
evergreen shrub favors ridges and
supports clusters of pink-and-white
cupped stars in June.

In Connecticut, a passenger vehicle
eases travel and parking. State parks
offer trails and viewing: Sleeping
Giant (Hamden), Bigelow Hollow
(south of Massachusetts, east off
Interstate 84), Burr Pond (Torrington),
Chatfield Hollow (Killingworth) and
Great Pond State Forest (west of

From top right: Blooming Joshua trees are a common sight in Arthur B. Ripley Desert Woodland
State Park, 7 miles west of the Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve. In Joshua Tree National
Park, California, hedgehog cactus flowers May through June. At Desert Tortoise Natural Area, in
California’s eastern Kern County, desert candle is one of more than 160 different plants.
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TAPPING ROUTES TO NATURE'S FLOVVER BOX

Simsbury, passenger vehicle only) are
good choices. Other destinations are
Tarrywile Park and Mansion (Danbury)
and the White Memorial Nature Center
in Litchfield Hills.

But the laurel is prolific, seen most
everywhere in the state. Mashamoquet
Brook (near Abington), Kettletown
(near Southbury, 28-foot maximum
size) and Devil's Hopyard (East
Haddam) combine state park camping
and laurel, with trails, overlooks and
waters to explore.

Pennsylvania’s Laurel Highlands,
in the southwest corner, offers
another logical start. For area access
and windshield viewing, PA 381
runs north-south between Ligonier
and the National Road (U.S. 40) at
Farmington, linking Fort Ligonier and
Fort Necessity National Battlefield.
Roadside parks and reserves allow
floral stops. Heritage encounters may
include General George Washington,
Frank Lloyd Wright (Fallingwater),
Andrew Carnegie and R.K. Mellon.

Ohiopyle and Laurel Hills state
parks both have campgrounds and
trails. Ohiopyle offers whitewater sport

Right: Mountain laurel in bloom and the stone
observation tower at Sleeping Giant State Park
in Hamden, Connecticut. Below: A verbena
field in South Llano River State Park, Texas.

Stands of mountain laurel dot the trails in
Allegheny National Forest, Pennsylvania.

and rail-trail cycling along the Yough-
iogheny River. The Laurel Highlands
Hiking Trail runs 70 miles through
five highland counties — most trail
samplings feature laurel.

Overlooks, byways and trails along
Pennsylvania’s Allegheny Reservoir
(at the New York border, near Warren)
and in the surrounding Allegheny
National Forest likewise have
admirable mountain laurel showings.

Bluebonnets, central Texas
Hill Country

The home state of Lady Bird Johnson,
responsible for the beautify America
campaign, is a must on any wildflower
list. The Hill Country blooms April
through June.

Despite my imagined fields
being bigger, brighter and far more
accessible, the region welcomes
with lovely drives. What it lacks are
turnouts. Parks, wildlife areas (if you
have access to a passenger vehicle)
and other public sites meet that need.
Fields painted in lavender verbena




complemented our travel from San Antonio into the
Hill Country. We also glimpsed bluebonnets and Indian
paintbrush seeded along the private ranch roads and
property fronts. The best natural displays were at Kerr
Wildlife Area and Inks Lake.

Fort McKavett State Historic Site paired white adobe and
stone ruins from a Texas-Indian wars fort with a smattering
of bluebonnets and a claret-cup cactus bloom. At Enchanted
Rock State Natural Area (a day-use area with limited
parking), the wildflowers coupled up with pink granite domes
and jumbles, popular with hikers and climbers.

Texas state parks offer camping and activities. Garner,
Lost Maples, South Llano River and Inks Lake all served our
needs. South Llano combined river access, spreading oaks,
green fields and attractive paths. An afternoon thunder-
storm blackened the sky, fully drenching us, before lending
a rainbow to the field of verbena we admired.

At Inks Lake we were lured by color before ever
entering the park. Photographers already in place targeted
instead the absence of color, finding a handful of albino
bluebonnets. The park’s open rock, meadow and woodland
terrain shaped a cascading banner for bluebonnet, Indian

From top right: Ruins of barracks with claret-cup cactus growing around
the rocks at Fort McKavett State Historic Site, Texas. Lost Maples State
Natural Area in Vanderpool, Texas, has 30 partial-hookup sites.
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TAPPING ROUTES TO NATURE'S FLOVVER BOX

paintbrush, Indian blanket, yellow
daisy, yellow coreopsis, white prickly
poppy and winecup. Claret cup and
prickly pear cactus dotted surprise.
Yucca, fern, phlox and spiderwort were
other adornments. Color-coded trails
guided the way.

At Austin’s Lady Bird Johnson

Wildflower Center, paths wend through
organized gardens, greenhouses,
ponds and water features. At Freder-
icksburg, the Wildseed Farms gift shop
overflowed with wildflower-themed
cards, shirts and cups, but seeds were
the biggest seller. Hardly anyone left
without buying a packet.

High-country bloom, Glacier
National Park, Montana
As summer fades into fall in the low
country, the high country is just dipping
its toe into spring. August through
September distills the spring, summer
and fall bloom into a whirlwind of color.
The Highline Trail was our chosen
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ground. As the black, jagged skyline
met the wakening day, we were dazzled
by myriad lupine, columbine, fleabane,
alpine lousewort, blue gentian, pink
monkeyflower, violet selfheal, white
yarrow and pearly everlasting, yel-
lowish-green western anemone (the
beatniks of the slope), purple-headed

From far left: At Glacier National Park in
Montana, yellow glacier lilies push up through
the snow near Mount Reynolds. Visitors to

the Logan Pass area in Glacier National Park
can hike a 1.5-mile boardwalk to Hidden

Lake Overlook. Keep an eye out for yellow
columbine on the Cliff Lake Trail in Lolo
National Forest, Montana.

wild onion, Indian blanket, red-and-
pink Indian paintbrush, golden daisies,
harebells, bluebells and yellow glacier
lilies. Elsewhere, the creamy floral
stalks of beargrass (a member of the
false hellebore family, which achieves
mass bloom every five to 10 years in
Glacier) drew note.

The alpine spectacle is hard to
beat, delicacy yet such resilience
and fight. A must for all future
visits. Others on the trail shared the
conviction; one couple were on their
fifth return.

We later ascended the stair walk
behind Logan Pass Visitor Center,
continuing toward Hidden Lake,
through Hanging Gardens meadows.

Not even the crowds could dilute

the wonder of magnificent mountain
slopes, lush greenery and vibrant
wildflowers: white, yellow, pink, red,
purple and blue. We saw a ptarmigan
and chicks in summer coloration and
listened to their soft clucking. We
watched marmots and Columbian
ground squirrels gather seeds and
flower heads to cache in rock jumbles.
Mountain goats observed us all. Wind
parted the grasses and swept up slope,
and life couldn’t be better.

Floral smorgasbord,
backyard America

When seeking out wildflowers, don’t
forget your home-state backyard. For
me that’s Oregon. Proximity gives

me an insider’s track to weather and
bloom conditions.

Oregon has great diversity with
coastal, valley, mountain and high
desert discovery. The bluffs and
slopes of the Columbia Gorge parade
out 1,250 of the 4,000 plants native
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TAPPING ROUTES TO NATURE'S FLOVVER BOX

From above: Photographing Oregon iris in
William L. Finley National Wildlife Refuge,
Oregon. From late February through June,
Tom McCall Preserve, also in Oregon, is
home to an impressive display of wildflowers,
including this balsamroot.

to Oregon, blooming mid-March to
June. But | can chase Oregon blooms

through September. dodendron and beargrass in advance of  bunchberry and more.

In March and April, the Willamette the alpine bloom of late summer. The Scenic byways, trails, bike paths
Valley displays iris, camas, avalanche high desert rolls out texture and variety ~ and state waters conduct travel. With
lily and trillium, with wild rose not with bitterroot, balsamroot, scarlet a rich state park system, camping is
far behind. The coast offers blooms gilia, and its flowering shrubs and never far from hand.
of rhododendron and azalea, and the trees. The forests hold vanilla leaf, false Isn’t it time you tapped a route to
mountains bring stunning shows of rho-  Solomon’s seal, salal, Oregon grape, nature’s flower box? @
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Protect what you value! Investing in Surge
Guard power protection for your RV instead
of costly repairs to your RV's total electronics

gives you peace of mind

Damage to an RV from faulty electrical power and surges
can be catastrophic. Sensitive electronics in appliances, T'Vs,
sound, navigational displays and inverter/charging systems
can easily be damaged or destroyed by faulty power conditions.
These issues could be prevented with Surge Guard® RV Power
Protection devices, avoiding lengthy repairs that can be both
costly and ruin your trip and plans with family and friends.

a
1F

£R PROTECTION

YOUR RV

SURGE GUAHD

RV Power Protectmn

Park Power Problems

Not all electrical mishaps are the result of lightning strikes.
In addition to the potential damage by voltage surges, there are
also other hidden dangers damaging your RV at the pedestal.
Low voltage conditions force some appliances to draw more cur-
rent, resulting in overheating of appliances. This overheating
can shorten appliance lifespans and lead to premature failures.
High voltage will reduce the life of resistive loads and damage
electronic control circuits. Miswired pedestals can result in re-
versed polarity or an open neutral condition on the coach. Both
are safety/fire hazards and will cause severe damage. With
Surge Guard ° RV Power Protection, you can plug in and rest-
assured that your RV is protected against faulty power.




Don't let this happen to you! Using a surge protector, especially a model that offers multi-mode
surge suppression and additional safety features, will help protect against the risk of electrical
fire, which can quickly consume an RV and leave you, your family and pets little time to escape.

Peace of Mind Protection

The Surge Guard RV  Power
Protection family provides a full line of
electrical safety products for the RV in-
dustry. Several models in both 30A and
50A, hardwire and portable units are
offered with protection against power
surges, overheating plug/receptacles,
high and low voltage conditions, open
neutral and ground conditions, or mis-
wired pedestals - all of which lead to se-
rious damage to your coach.

Perfect for pop-ups and travel trail-
ers, the Surge Guard Model 44750 30A
portable unit provides ground fault cir-
cuit interruption technology with ba-
sic protection against surges. With the
30A Surge Guard Model 44260 and 50A
Model 44270, added intelligence that
analyzes circuits to identify faulty park
power before plugging in compliments
the surge protection.

Portables with LCD Display

Surge Guard’s Full Protection mod-
els 34830 (30A) and 34850 (50A), feature
an LCD display that provides the user
with important alert data in easy-to-
read English readout. These models offer
higher joules of power surge protection

than the previous models. The 30 amp
models now protect up to 2,450 joules
and the 50 amp models to 3,850 joules.

In addition, these full protection de-
vices continuously monitor conditions at
the pedestal, and will automatically shut
off power when faulty power is detected
to protect your coach. Patent-Pending
thermal technology will shut down
whenever temperatures at the plug/re-
ceptacle exceed 200°F, protecting against
fire/safety hazards and melted connec-
tors. Shut off for open ground/neutral
protection, low (<102V) and high (>132V)
voltage, and reverse polarity (50A unit)
is present. Continuous monitoring for
voltage and amp draw (RMS), as well as
elevated ground voltage is included in
both units, and alerts for surge events
indicate when the unit has experienced a
significant surge that has sacrificially ex-
hausted the Surge Guard to protect your
RV.  Each device resets automatically
once acceptable power conditions have
been restored after a 128-second time de-
lay for AC startup protection.

Easy to Use

Surge Guard portable protection
devices are compact and easy to use,
plugging in between the pedestal and the

line cord to provide protection. They are
designed for all travel trailers, 5th wheel
and motor coaches with 30 and 50 amp
service. The entire Surge Guard line is
equipped with Easy-T-Pull™ handles on
both line and load sides. No more dif-
ficulty plugging/unplugging power cord
connections.

Theft Protection

To ease possibility of theft of the
portable Surge Guard devices and volt-
age regulators, a Surge Guard lock hasp
is designed to attach to the standard 30A
and 50A plugs, using a customer-sup-
plied padlock attached to the hasp to de-
ter theft.

Convenient Hardwired Models

The Surge Guard hardwire models
34520 (30A) and 34560 (50A) provide all
of the same full-featured protection of
the portable units, compact for ease of
installation into the coach’s power com-
partment. Optional remote LCD display
model 40298 plugs into the remote port
on the hardwire units, providing easy
readout and plug and play joystick con-
venience for on-screen navigation of op-
tions. Sixteen detailed fault screen keep
you informed of your RV’s power status.

Surge Guard’s Automatic Transfer
Switch Model 40250-RVC is RVC com-
patible full Surge protection with auto-
matic transfer ability from shore power
to generator power when energized after
a 30- second delay in generator mode.

Low Power Solutions

Voltage regulators, 30 amp model
10176 and 50 amp model 10175 provide
reliable source of power when experi-
encing fluctuations resulting in low RV
park input voltage. They do not protect
against faults or surges, but monitor and
boost line voltage conditions, helping
prevent low voltage damage to the RV’s
appliances and electronic devices.

Protect your investment and what
you value most! From basic monitoring
and surge protection to bumper-to-bum-
per full featured security, Surge Guard
RV Power Protection is here to provide
peace of mind on your way to trouble-
free roads!




By Bobbie Hasselbring

SAMON RIVER BYWAY:

THE RIVER oF
NO RETURN

Travelers on this Idaho scenic route will pass
through the Salmon-Challis National Forest

and enjoy views of the Salmon River, the White
Cloud, Lemhi and Bitterroot mountain ranges

Explorers Lewis and Clark declare
that runs-aleng-RiverRoa
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agebrush deserts, soaring, snow-crusted mountains, clear rushing
rivers and streams — whatever your taste, l[daho has a scenic byway
perfect for an RV adventure. We've chosen the Salmon River Scenic
Byway, 162 miles of two-lane road between the Salmon-Challis National
Forest and the Sawtooth National Recreation Area that runs along the wild
Salmon River and through the second-deepest gorge on the continent. It's a place
renowned for historic sites, spectacular scenery and some of the best fishing in the
world. We start our tour at the southern terminus of this scenic byway.

We begin our exploration of Salmon
River country on State Highway 75
at the Bethine and Frank Church
Overlook high in Idaho’s Boulder
Mountains. All around us are the
craggy Sawtooth Mountains, their
snow-crusted spires reaching to the
sky. Down below in the Sawtooth Valley
is the birthplace of the Salmon River.
This impressive waterway wends
its way 425 miles and drains 14,000
square miles while dropping 7,000 feet
in elevation. In 1805, explorers Lewis
and Clark found this river so wild and
unnavigable, they called it the River of
No Return.

Highway 75 angles sharply
downhill, plunging from an 8,000-plus-
foot elevation into the wide, aspen-
filled Sawtooth Valley (elevation 7,150
feet). We immediately begin to see the
black horns of pronghorn antelope —
first a couple, a half dozen, then two
dozen. The valley’s lush green grasses
make the perfect habitat for these
fleet-footed ungulates.

The valley narrows and we pull off
at a kiosk where we learn this is the
gateway to the Sawtooth Wilderness —
more than 200,000 acres of protected
land that encompasses the Rocky
Mountain’s Sawtooth Range and the
backbone of the Rocky Mountains.

Hot Springs, Mining,

Swimming Eagles

The village of Stanley (population 69),
the first town on the southern end

of the Salmon River Scenic Byway,

is a gaggle of log cabins and a few
commercial buildings with the feel
of the wild West. While it's early
evening, there’s plenty of summer
light left, so we grab a couple of hot
sub sandwiches at Papa Brunee’s and

head out. We're following the narrow
canyon along the Salmon River, which
is running fast, rocking and rolling
with frothy whitecaps. Along the way,
we pass plenty of primitive campsites,
some paved, where fishermen-RVers
try their luck on this world-class
fishing river.

The sun has popped out, illuminat-
ing this winding 40-MPH road that cuts
through steep roadside mountains
dotted with sage, evergreens and
dramatic rock outcroppings. The
forests are a mix of green and gray, the
result of trees killed by the pine bark
beetle. Yellow and black songbirds
flit among the brush. This is big, wild
country and it's easy to see why Lewis
and Clark found it difficult to explore.

We pause at a little stone building
along the river. This is Sunbeam Hot
Springs, the site of a former bathhouse
built by the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCCJin 1937 that diverted water from
a nearby hot spring to mix with the
cool river waters. The bathhouse is
long gone, but the pipe still fills pools
along the river’s edge with warm
water. As we meander down the paved
pathway, we meet a couple of young
men in bathing trunks. They're wet and

SALMON RIVER SCENIC BYWAY

The Route

Plan to spend three to four hours (or
longer) exploring the byway, which
begins in the south at Stanley, Idaho,
and follows the Salmon River through
the town of Salmon before ending at the
Montana state line.

shivering and tell us the high water has
washed out the pools. No hot springs
for us today.

We also check out the kiosk that
tells us the Yankee Fork of the Salmon
River is a 28-mile-long stretch of the
river with a rich mining history. Gold
was discovered in Stanley Basin in
1863 and, if you have a dinghy vehicle
(RVs not recommended), you can
take the Yankee Fork Road cutoff to
explore the ghost towns of Bonanza
and Custer along with the Yankee Fork
Dredge and Boot Hill cemetery. Since
we don't have a dinghy, we continue
on, crossing over the Yankee Fork and
passing shady riverside picnic spots.

We're now driving high above the
river and road construction stops us
where a steep cliff has cascaded onto
the roadbed. After a few minutes’ wait,
we drive out of the canyon and past a
scatter of isolated ranches. There are a
few RV parks along this lovely stretch,
including Torrey’s Burnt Creek Inn
right on the river and, at milepost 218,
Old Sawmill Station.

We're at 5,733 elevation and the

Below from left: Trout fishing on Williams Lake means fresh fish for dinner for some lucky

anglers. The Salmon River’s scenery delights kayakers and rafters.

|

Ty B
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mineral-rich mountains around us are impressive —
painted with rust, white, orange, yellow and black, and
dotted with yellow wildflowers. We stop at the many wide
turnouts to snap photos of the beauty.

At the junction of highway 75 and U.S. Highway 93, we
stop at Land of the Yankee Fork State Park Interpretive
Center and Bison Jump. Dedicated to telling the rich history
of mining and native peoples in the area, there’s a self-
guided walking trail with interpretive signs and weathered
buckboards, ore sleds and carts, and other mining
equipment. There's also a short trail that tells about native
peoples using the surrounding steep cliffs to drive bison
to their deaths. Inside the Interpretive Center are mineral
samples and more mining artifacts.

We learn that the discovery of gold led to a 40-year
boom that birthed flourishing mining towns like Custer
City. By 1911, the mines had played out and only ghosts
whispered through the abandoned buildings. One town
that survived is Challis (population 1,085) just down the
road. Founded in 1878, a few original buildings still stand,
including the log cabin built in 1894 as the First Congrega-
tional Church.

We continue north on highway 93 toward the town of
Salmon. The mountains look like folded velvet right out of
a Maxfield Parrish painting. Across the valley to the east,
nearly vertical mountains display sheer gray and gold
rock faces sculpted, weathered and eroded by time. In the
meadows, white-tailed deer graze in the evening twilight.
Occasionally, we spot abandoned cabins and tumbledown
homesteads and wonder who lived there. The isolation and
wildness of the land makes us grateful we've got a full tank
of fuel.

The canyon narrows again and we drop into Royal
Gorge, where the river
flows on one side of the
roadway and massive red
rock walls rise up on the
other. At milepost 267, the
canyon opens up, giving us
a bit of breathing room. As

WHEN TO SEE IT

Best weather for travel is
April to November, although
access to the backcountry is
best from July to October.

Mining gear lines a self-guided tour at the Land of the Yankee Fork State
Park near Challis, Idaho.

we round a tight corner, we spot iridescent swallows diving
into the water. There's also a huge snag with a stately bald
eagle on the top ogling the rapids.

We pull into a convenient, wide spot and watch the eagle
spread its wings and swoop low over the water, talons
outstretched. It grasps a fish, but its catch is heavy and it's
pulled into the water. For a moment, the waves completely
cover the bird. Then it emerges and begins to “swim” the
backstroke using its wings. We watch in amazement as the
bird maneuvers itself and the fish to the bank. With dinner
firmly clutched in one talon, the bird hops up the steep
slope. At the top, it looks around warily and helps itself to
a few bites of fresh fish. Then, with great effort, it launches
with its prize, just barely clearing the rushing water. The
eagle catches an updraft and rises, finally disappearing over
a stand of trees.

It's late when we finally pull into Century 2 Campground
& RV Park in the town of Salmon. Located on 3 acres along
the river, this quiet park offers 18 full-hookup gravel-topped
sites, grass and shade, free Wi-Fi, and free showers with no
time limit. Listening to the rush of water, we tumble wearily
into bed to dream about swimming eagles.

Rugged mountains surround the tiny town of Stanley, Idaho, gateway to the
Salmon River Scenic Byway.
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Fishing, History, Big Horns
The Salmon River boasts world-class
fishing, but the water is running high
— too high to fish. So we join fishing
guide Steve Freestone from Rawhide
Outfitters and bounce along a gravel
track to Williams Lake. Located at an
elevation of 5,252 feet and surrounded
by craggy mountains, the lake is
renowned for rainbow trout up to 2
pounds. We navigate the lake with
Freestone paddling the drift boat for a
few hours. While some fly fishermen
are successful, including one whose
dogs bark every time he lands a fish,
we're skunked and return to our
motorhome empty-handed.

We’re more successful at the
Sacajawea Interpretive, Cultural and
Educational Center. The 71-acre park
features a visitor center with inter-
pretive exhibits and artifacts about
Sacajawea, the Lemhi Shoshone woman
who accompanied the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, acting as an interpreter and
guide, in their exploration of the West.
We also walk along The Eagles Nest
Interpretive Trail that explains both the
area’s history and ecology.

We head north on highway 93
past cattle ranches. The magnificent
Bitterroot Mountains, their peaks per-
manently frosted with snow, shadow
us. The Salmon River Byway is part of
the Lewis and Clark National Historic
Trail, and we pass by Tower Rock,
stately ramparts that resemble giant
rock soldiers, where Lewis and Clark
camped during their expedition.

We stop at River Rock Access, an

Above from top: Riverside spaces at the Wag-
onhammer RV Park afford views and soothing
gurgling water sounds to RVers. During early
summer months, bighorn sheep and their
young crisscross River Road.

easy pullout with restrooms, to take
photos of the surrounding red cliffs.
The banks of the river here are lined
with cottonwoods shedding cotton so
thick it looks like it's snowing. These
big trees are a keystone species that
helps moderate water flows, stabilizes
the river bank, reduces erosion,
improves water quality and provides
shade, which lowers the water tem-
perature for salmon and steelhead.
They also offer habitat for bald eagles,
orioles, tanagers, Lewis’s woodpeck-
ers and more.

This is a great place to spot bighorn
sheep prancing along the precipices and
we use the scope provided, but find none.
Just a few minutes down the road, we
see them — first one herd, then another
and another. In fact, bighorn sheep are
so abundant here, this stretch is known
as the Bighorn Highway. We scramble
out to take pictures of the agile, dun-
colored sheep.

It's nearly 6 p.m. when we pull
into Wagonhammer RV Park and



Campground just outside North Fork.
This neat-as-a-pin Good Sam Park,
located right on the Salmon River,
offers 52 generous sites, many with
river views, 30- and 50-amp service,
and full or partial hookups. There’'s
also a small store, a cozy gathering
spot where guests, many who return
year after year, enjoy wine and shared
appetizers, and a top-drawer gift shop/
boutique.

Owners Shirley and Abner Schultz
insist we join them for a tour of River
Road. This gravel track, which is
accessible via RV, takes us along the
river and we spot several abandoned
cabins and pieces of mining equipment
tucked into the trees. At mile 17, we
stop at Shoup, a mining town that was
the first capital of the state. In the
1920s, Shoup boasted a population of
1,500 to 2,000. Today, just a handful of
people call the place home, including
the owner of the Shoup Store. A former
trading post, the store boasts the
oldest working gravity-fed gas pump in

the state and delicious hamburgers.
After a peaceful night at Wagon-
hammer, we climb highway 93 back
to 5,400 feet where summer green
aspen glow in the sunlight and the
forest floor is a carpet of bear grass,
their pompomlike heads shimmering
in the breeze. We ascend higher and
higher into the mountains and, at Jerry
Fahey’s Cutoff, pause just below the
summit to admire sweeping vistas and
bid adieu to the beautiful Salmon River
Scenic Byway. @

For More Information

Century 2 Campground & RV Park
208-756-2063, www.century2campground.com

Idaho RV Campgrounds Association
http://rvidaho.org

Rawhide Outfitters
208-756-4276, http://rawhideoutfitters.com

Wagonhammer RV Park and Campground
208-865-2477,
www.wagonhammercampground.com
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UPGRADE: STOVE AND OVEN RETROFIT

By Bill and Jenn Gehr

The classy s

uring the last 15 years

or so, the general style

and overall function

of the RV stove and
oven have remained the same.
Minute improvements and a few
safety features have been added,
especially regarding the oven pilot
function. While durability as a
whole has been very good, cooking
on these ranges, and especially
baking in the oven, has been less
than desirable for the serious chef
in the family.

For those looking to upgrade
their cooking experience, there’s
an entry from Italy that hasn’t
had much exposure in the United
States thus far, but under the
wing of Dometic, that could
change. Dometic’s imported SMEV
stove-and-oven combination is
a finely crafted appliance made
of premium 304L grade (18/10)
stainless steel, and, the good news
is, it can be retrofitted relatively
painlessly.

SMEV created its premium
stove-and-oven range to set the
standard for high-quality RV

[1] The original stove-and-oven com-
bination was a basic model that did not
include a burner cover. [2] Locating

all of the mounting screws that hold

the original range in place can be a
challenge. [3] Always use extra caution
whenever you are installing, removing or
replacing an LP-gas line. [4] Take care
not to scratch yourself or the cabinetry
on the sharp metal edges when removing
the existing range.
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ONE HOT ITALIAN

cooking appliances in European-made
RVs. Not only does the 304 stainless
provide a highly corrosion-resistant
foundation, it matches nicely in RVs
with stainless-steel microwave ovens
and/or residential-style refrigerators.
The sleek SMEV design allows
for accurate, home-quality broiling,
cooking and baking — modern
advantages usually not found in an RV

unless it's equipped with a high-quality

microwave/convection oven.

Due to the compact size of most
RV stove-and-oven combinations,
17-inch ranges are the norm, placing
the oven burner so close to the baking
pan or sheet that the temperatures
within the oven are difficult to control.
Even lighting the oven burner can be a
difficult task and requires one to kneel
on the floor with a flashlight and a long
igniter — many times needing the help
of a second person to push the reset
button while lighting the pilot. Open
up the oven door two or three times,
and the set temperature will quickly
be lost. With temperatures this hard to
control and no way to see what you are
cooking without a flashlight, even the
best chefs are left wondering if their
baked goods and prepared dishes will
be cooked properly.

SMEV’s patented jet-flow-sealed
burners not only are designed to
consume 33 percent less LP-gas but
they allow for more efficient cooking,
especially when using the high-output
front burner. The ingenious design of
the SMEV oven burner helps prevent
the burned-on-the-bottom-and-
not-baked-in-the-middle problem

[5] Rubber gas lines are susceptible to damage caused from protruding staples and screws, so

be sure to keep them out of harm’s way. [6] When working with wood, exercise patience. Cabinet
modifications will need to be made, and there is not much room for error. [7] The SMEV is roughly
12 inches narrower than the original range, thus requiring a spacer board to be installed on both
sides of the cabinet to fill the gaps. [8] Both spacer boards required sanding for a precise fit.

commonly experienced with RV gas ovens. And lighting the oven burner (as well
as the stovetop burners] is as simple as holding in the temperature knob and
pushing the switch for the built-in igniter.

Safety is a concern for many RVers due to the volatility of LP-gas and the fact
that the stove is the only place in an RV where there’s an open flame and source
of propane. If a burner is accidentally turned on without a flame, the inside of
the RV can be filled with explosive gases. The SMEV stove-and-oven combination
has a thermocouple safety shutoff for the cooktop and oven burners. If any of the
burner knobs are accidentally turned on (while serving food or if Fido jumps up to
take a look], the flow of propane is prevented. Propane can flow only if the burner
is lit and the thermocouple sends a message to the control valve. The oven door
also utilizes a safety micro switch for added peace of mind.

The SMEV features a multiple-layer glass oven door that greatly reduces
surface temperatures; a 12-volt DC interior light allows a clear view of cooking

[9] Always measure twice before cutting. [10 and 11] Predrill all of the woodwork before reinstalling the mounting screws. [12] Proper installation of
the new SMEV required a bit of patient manipulation, as the new configuration of space was rather snug.
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ONE HOT ITALIAN

food. Continuing the high-end Italian
look is the chic tempered-black-glass
burner cover that provides a welcome
extra work surface when the stove is
not in use.

Installation time will vary
depending on the range size and style
to be replaced. Our project SMEV
stove-and-oven combo was slated for
use in a rig with the aforementioned
17-inch standard three-burner cooktop
and oven. Because of the European
sizing, we knew that the cabinetry
would have to be modified. Fortunately,
wood is a relatively easy material to
work with. The cutout in the countertop
was not a problem, as the SMEV's top
flange fit snugly into the original space.

However, the SMEV was higher
than the original stove-and-oven
combo, requiring that the support
shelf be lowered and the slide-out
drawer under the shelf be modified. It
only took the removal of a few screws
to dislodge the shelf, which provided
access to lower the front cross
member by almost 2 inches (held in by
four countersunk screws).

We carefully measured before
drilling new holes to accommodate
the new location of the front cross
member. The lower-slide-drawer
configuration was a little more of a
challenge. The depth of the drawer
was low enough to clear the front
cross member, but the faceplate of the
drawer needed to be cut down almost 2
inches to clear the bottom of the SMEV.

We removed and cut off the bottom
of the drawer face to avoid modifying
and staining the top edge, then re-
installed the drawer face 2 inches
lower than originally set. Since the
cut drawer face ended up only an
inch above the floor, restaining and
rerouting the edge was not necessary
because it was out of sight.

The next step was to run positive
and negative wires from a nearby
source to the SMEV. Fortunately,
the refrigerator was the adjoining
appliance, so a hole was drilled
through the separating wall and the
wires attached to the incoming 12-volt
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[13] When attaching the 12-volt DC wiring, be certain to use high-quality butt connectors

for trouble-free operation. [14] The SMEV's superior construction is evident throughout its
design. [15] Switches for the oven light and igniter are found in the left side of the front panel.
[16] The stainless-steel sealed burners make cleaning fast and simple.

DC source that powers the refrigera-
tor.

Before we were done, the wires
running through the wall were sealed
to prevent any possibility of carbon-
monoxide intrusion. There was no
problem attaching the original gas
line to the new stove and oven since
it was long enough to reach the
connection on the back of the stove.
Before permanently installing the
SMEYV, the LP-gas was turned on to
check for leaks.

A modification was made to
the back section of the countertop,
and after securing with screws, the
range was set to go — except for a
miscalculation in the clearance of
the cooktop cover under the existing
range hood. The test trailer was fitted
with an extra-large range hood, and
the cooktop cover would not open all
the way. Although there are slimmer
range hoods on the market, we chose
to build a new one using some of the
components from the old range hood.
This added time to the project butin
the long run was worth the effort.

Cooking on and in the SMEV is
a pleasure. While the burners are
nicely spaced for accommodating
all sizes of pots and pans, and the
surface is sealed and easy to clean,
the best benefit comes from cooking
in the oven. It's big enough to handle
large pans required to cook for at
least six people. Temperature is
accurate, and food is baked evenly
— and there’s no risk when baking
cakes and breads.

Once the SMEV was installed,
standing back and admiring the
beauty and craftsmanship of the new
range was a big part of the reward for
making the switch. Simply put, after
cooking many meals with the SMEV,
it easily outperforms our highest ex-
pectations.

The SMEV CU43410730000US has
an MSRP of $975. @

Dometic
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com




New 2015 Thor Motor Coach
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may apply. Premium Channels: Premium offer value is up to $4; after 3 months then-current everyday price applies unless you downgrade. Offers
end 6/10/15.© 2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.

CLUB MEMBERS ONLY

Good Sam Club

5279 Reg. $349.99

EXCLUSIVE! Good Sam 7" RVND 7735-LM
GPS Powered by Rand McNally® #77601

o NEW!Faster processor for quicker routing
o NEW!Robust lane guidance and junction views
« NEW!View toll costs and compare toll vs.
non-toll routes
o PLUS! Displays 8000 privately owned RV parks and
campgrounds, including 2100+ Good Sam Parks
« PLUS!RV Safe routing for 1RV types, plus car mode
o PLUS! Wi-Fi® connected services: weather,
fuel prices and more
| J

LOWEST INSTALLED PRICE
GUARANTEED oriTs FREEY

*Offer valid on select products. For more installation information go to CampingWorld.com/install

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.857.6625 | CampingWorld.com




RONICS SALE!

Sale Prices Expire May 3, 2015
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CLUB MEMBERS

SAVE 'lI'J(I; ssoo ON KING ANTENNAS

Rover™ works
with Both
DISH" &

DIRECTV"1
CLUB SALE

54"1 Reg. $499

Pathway X2 #72776

* WHx15" dia. CLUB SALE Relay™ #68964 CLUB SALE Rover" #68965
« Powered by receiver—no separate power cord

s « Stationary use only s « Stationary use only
* DISH® SD/HD ‘ 49 ' « Automatic satellite 59 ’ « Automatic satellite
* Supports 2 receivers acquisition acquisition

-

* Large reflector for better reception Reg. $699 - DISH® SD/HD RQS' $899 - DISHe SD/HD

« Views western or eastern arc satellites Let Us Install lt— « DIRECTV® SD

* Weight 16 lbs. Club SALE $334 Let Us Install It—
-|v - WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! Club SALE $334 | wm: | @

CLUB SALE

56491

Reg. $84.99

Your TV Service Slingbox Anywhere

Watch live TV & control your
shows anywhere, anytime

Winegard® Rayzar® Amplified Portable HD Antenna #68966
Embedded low-noise amplifier pulls in more channels. Delivers local

CsI.UB SALE 99 broadcast programming in crisp, clear high definition! 12" x 13". | @
14 CLUB SALE
9 Reg. $159.99 $ 97 Buitin
NEW! Slingbox #82089 26 Reg. $33.33 weather radio

Wi-Fi®-enabled box turns your tablet, phone or laptop into a TV—all you
need is an Internet connection. Works with DISH®, DIRECTV® and most
cable systems. Requires cable or satellite receiver, router and high-speed
Internet. Tablet or phone may require additional software, available

separately. 110-volt. | @
Meet the Satellite Experts

& learn everything you need to know about Satellite TV

DAYS)) St52R  ENTER TO WIN A $500 SHOPPING SPREE!

SAVE ;65 ON | SPIN THE PRIZE WHEEL
RD
THURSDAY, APRIL 23 EVENT ONLY SPECIALS! for a chance to

THROUGH SUNDAY, APRIL 26™ visit A supercenterNEarYou: | SAVE EVEN MORE!

Cobra Two-Way Radios #76584

Up to 16-mile range and 22 channels. NOAA
Weather & Emergency Radio. Batteries and
USB charging cord included. @

CA038396

W Product Protection Plan avilable To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH
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The RV Beo
That Changes With You

Whether you're on the road or out seeing the sights,
feeling well rested is an important part of your RV
lifestyle. That's why you need a bed that will give you deep,
restorative sleep. With the SLEEP NUMBER® RV bed, you'll
make the most of the 8 hours you're asleep, so you can
enjoy every minute of the 16 hours you're awake.

Sleep Number® RV Premier Bed

e Wireless SLEEP NUMBER® remote

Fits Your RV Lifestyle

¢ Designed for your vehicle
e Decades of durability

e Energy-efficient operation
e Lighter on the road

e Several sizes for your RV

Discover the Sleep Number® Difference
e Comfort layer for responsive and resilient support Exclusive DualAir™ technology lets you adjust each side of the

bed to your ideal level of firmness—your SLEEP NUMBER®
setting. You can both wake up refreshed and rejuvenated,
ready to face whatever the day may bring.

In clinical studies...

xperienced back-pain relie
eported improved sleep quality
ound increased energy

Visit CampingWorld.com/sleepnumber

Picture may represent features and options available at additional cost. *For a summary of clinical studies, visit sleepnumber.com. tSavings vary by bed model and size. ©2015 Select Comfort

CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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ITASCA SUNOVA 356G

Great Livability both on and off the road makes this triple-slide coach a good choice for
entertaining family and friends By chris Hemer

t some point when

shopping for a Class A

motorhome, the inevitable
question will be raised: Gas or diesel?
From a financial standpoint, it used to
be a pretty cut-and-dried answer, as
a diesel pusher could easily cost twice
that of a gas motorhome. Today the
line continues to blur as gas coaches
offer more luxurious features, and
manufacturers find more creative ways
to keep diesel pushers affordable.
With a price disparity that may now

be as little as $20,000, it's almost just
a question of which fuel source you
prefer.

Winnebago Industries’ Itasca
Sunova 35G makes a pretty good
argument for going with gas. Positioned
just underneath the Winnebago
Adventurer/Itasca Suncruiser, the 35G
is a triple-slide coach with a focus on
entertaining both on the road and at
the campsite, with a roomy living area
that can accommodate extra guests
with aplomb. And while a base price of

$159,179 isn’t cheap, this coach offers
most of the features you're likely to
want standard, including full-body paint
in your choice of Black Mist, Cloud,
Denim, or Black Garnet, the color of the
test unit.

During the winter months, we
ordinarily head south on our tests, but
with unseasonably warm weather,
we decided to head north, venturing
into central California. Like most
full-size Class A’s, the Sunova offers
an abundance of exterior storage, and

ABOVE: The Sunova is available in four full-body paint schemes, including the deeply hued Black Garnet, shown.
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ITASCA SUNOVA 356G

only two of the large storage compart-
ments were required to stow everything
for our trip. We soon learned, however,
that packing the inside was going to
be a different story. While the kitchen
and bath areas are easily accessible
in the travel position, the bedroom is
not; the foot of the bed is up against the
wardrobe, meaning the slideout must
be deployed before stowing folded or
hanging clothes. Since our clothes were
already in bags, we decided the easiest
solution was to place everything on the
bed until we arrived at our destination.
Climbing into the cockpit, we found
that the Sunova was neither sparse
nor luxurious, but it was comfortable
and the controls were all within easy
reach. A single screen in the middle
functions as a display for the rearview
camera, sideview cameras and radio,
which, while space-saving, isn’t really
ideal for travel. It's not easy to use while
driving, and angled toward the driver,
it's not convenient for the co-pilot to
use, either — but we suppose over time
it would become easier. We did like
that the leveling controls are just to the
right of the steering column, making
it easy to get leveled once you reach
your destination. We also really liked
Winnebago's “coach heat” feature, a
heat exchanger system that utilizes the
engine’s coolant. Those of you who have
traveled in cold weather know that the
dash heater does little to keep you com-
fortable while driving, as most of that
heat dissipates in the expanse of the
coach. Flip on coach heat, and the heat

Coffee Glazed Honey Cherry cabinetry, Corian countertops and stainless-steel create upscale
functionality in the galley. The entertainment center with fireplace can be enjoyed from almost

every seat in the living area.

not only comes out of the dash, but the
heat registers in the living area. It keeps
the whole coach toasty warm when
you're driving in cool weather.

The Ford chassis is the only gas
Class A chassis available right now,
and unfortunately, it shows. We really
wish Ford would do more to improve
the driving experience, as the last few
coaches we've tested on this chassis
offer spongy brakes, numb steering
and excessive engine noise, especially
when driving up hills. While Ford has
improved the ride quality of its chassis
in recent years with the addition of
Bilstein shocks, it needs to do more

to make this chassis work for RVers,
who expect more than delivery truck
ride and handling. That being said,
Winnebago has done a good job making
the drive as comfortable as possible,
with plush Ultraleather seats and a
power MCD windshield shade that
blocks out the sun.

The living area features an interest-
ing layout with an extendable U-shaped
sofa in a curbside slideout, and an
opposing slideout with a movable table,
arecliner and an entertainment center
featuring a 48-inch flat-screen TV and
fireplace. Many coaches we've tested
offer great livability once at camp, but

From below left: Pull the sofa extensions out and deploy the convertible table, and there’s room for the whole family to dine in front of the 48-inch
flat-screen TV. The bedroom area is on the tight side, but is comfortable.
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HEAVYWEIGHT BRAKING SYSTEMS
FOR HEFTY VEHICLE TOWING

The Easiest Auxiliary Tow Brake You’ll
Ever Use — Just Set It & Forget It!

ROADMASTER® INVISIBRAKE®

Fully-automatic, set-it-and-forget-it braking system uses the electrical connections
already on your towed vehicle to brake it when you brake the motorhome.

 Mounts out of sight under most seats

« Connects directly to the towed vehicle’s battery and constantly charges the
battery during towing

« LED monitor inside your RV shows braking activity and sounds an alarm if the

Charges your battery
brakes are activated too long

while towing

RF wireless monitor
communicates braking
activity in motorhome

EVEN BRAKE® PORTABLE TOWED CAR

BRAKING SYSTEM
« Proportional braking—brakes at same rate as your motorhome
« Microprocessor-controlled—*“smart braking” vs. “on-or-off” systems BRAKEMASTER DIRECT TOWED CAR BRAKING SYSTEM
« Self-diagnostic testing—constantly monitors status and alerts * Proportional braking—brakes at same rate as your motorhome.
you to problems « Connects and disconnects without tools
» Terrain-sensing logic—prevents false braking over speed bumps, « Weighs less than 4 |bs. and stores almost anywhere
potholes and rough roads » Motorhome dash monitor signals braking

« Constant braking warning—alerts you to avoid brake damage

« Includes breakaway kit
on towed car

« Works on hydraulic or air braking systems

» Works with ABS brakes

« Brake line pressure in your motorhome controls brakes in towed vehicle
« Air cylinder detaches easily and stores almost anywhere

« Brake light relay included—a complete system in one package!

« Features maximum breakaway and panic stop braking and
battery protection

» Includes emergency breakaway system

CA036144

CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




ITASCA SUNOVA 356G

travel leaves something to be desired
as the living area becomes a narrow
hall once the slides are in. The 35G
floorplan, however, makes the journey
part of the fun; there are three belted
positions on the sofa and the aisle is
clear from the living area to the rear
bathroom. If you had a motion satellite
system, your passengers would be in
ideal location to watch TV and go back

The test unit was equipped with an exterior
entertainment center featuring a 32-inch TV on
an adjustable bracket, AM/FM stereo, CD/DVD
player and two speakers, a $1,540 option.

and grab a drink or snack whenever
they desired. At the same time, the
cockpit passengers are not too far away
or isolated so that they couldn’t chime
in on the conversation.

Once at camp, we appreciated the
living room layout as well. The table is
equipped with wheels on the rear so it is
easy to pull into place at the sofa, where
it can function as a snack table or dining
table once the leaves are deployed.
Every spot on the couch has a perfect
view of the television, and the optional
home theater sound system ($476)
seemed to offer good sound, although
we only watched cable TV from the RV
park connection. We liked the built-in
“eye” for the TV remote control in the
upper left side of the fireplace cabinet,
which is located above a deep cabinet
door that has plenty of storage for

86 MotorHome May 2015

movies and such. And the recliner,
while not really situated for watching
TV, serves as a nice spot to sit and read
by the fireplace. The only problems

we had with this area were with the
U-shaped sofa itself; the side nearest
the cockpit was very stubborn to pull
out, and neither the seating position
nor the upholstery were conducive to
long-term comfort. The seat backs felt
upright, and the upholstery is slick,
causing involuntary slouching after only
a few minutes. A cushier seat and back,
combined with a textured upholstery
surface, would probably solve this
problem.

Adjacent to the entertainment
center in the same slideout is the
galley, which features Corian coun-
tertops with plenty of space, plus a
double-bowl stainless-steel sink with
residential-style fixtures. There is
no standard oven beneath the three-
burner stove, but the upside of this is
lots of drawer space — there are seven
large drawers below the counter, along
with a small but handy pullout pantry,
and a large space underneath the sink
that can easily house a kitchen trash
can. Above is a residential-sized High
Pointe microwave convection oven,
three more cabinets, and a pullout spice
rack.

The wood-front, double-door refrig-
erator is located directly across from
the sink, and there is plenty of LED
living area/task lighting. Overall, the
living/galley areas are well executed,

WHAT'S HOT &)

Standard full-body paint, room for
entertaining, functional during travel.

WHAT'S NOT ¢/

Bland interior styling, tight bedroom,
slippery couch.

but we did find them a bit plain. Most

of the interiors offered in the Sunova
décor palette are comprised of neutral
colors, namely beige and light brown,
which is probably a safe choice for most
people. However, we felt like the area
could use more contrast to enhance
visual interest.

Just behind the refrigeratoris a
sliding door that separates the galley/
living area from the bedroom. Here,
there is a good-sized bathroom on
the streetside with decent countertop
space, porcelain toilet with sprayer,
drawers, cabinet storage and a large
mirror. Across the hall is a plain white
plastic shower that seemed out of place
in a coach like this. It was adequate
for the job at hand, but had a flimsy
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Specifications

Chassis

Model Ford F53
Engine V-10
SAE Hp 362 hp @ 4,750 rpm
Torque 457 Ib-ft @ 3,250 rpm
Transmission 5-speed automatic
Axle Ratio 5.38:1
Tires 235/80R22.5 G
Wheelbase 228"
Brakes Disc with ABS
Suspension, Front/Rear Leaf/leaf
Fuel Capacity 80 gal
Fuel Economy 8.49 mpg

Warranty 3 years, 36,000 miles
Coach

Exterior Length 36'6"
Exterior Width 8'5.5"
Exterior Height 12' 4"
Interior Width 8'0.5"
Interior Height 6'8"
Construction Steel cab structure, aluminum

framing, polystyrene foam insulation

Freshwater Capacity 80 gal
Black-Water Capacity 38 gal
Gray-Water Capacity 50 gal
Water-Heater Capacity 6 gal
LP-Gas Capacity 18 gal
Air Conditioner (2) 13,500 Btu
Furnace 40,000 Btu
Refrigerator 12 cubic foot
Converter/Charger 45 amp
Battery (2) Group 31
AC Generator 5.5 kW
MSRP $159,179
MSRP as Tested $162,217
Warranty 1 year/15,000 miles
Wet Weight

(Water & Heater, Fuel, No Supplies or Passengers)
Front Axle 5,820 Ibs
Rear Axle 13,440 |bs
Total 19,260 Ibs

Chassis Ratings

GAWR, F/R 8,000/15,000 Ibs
GVWR/GCWR 22,000/26,000
ROCCC 2,740 Ibs
GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR Gross Combination Weight Rating
ROCCC Realistic Occupant and

Cargo Carrying Capacity
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The cockpit offers comfortable seating and controls within easy reach. A power MCD blackout
shade is a useful feature both day and night.

glass door and didn’t make us feel like
we were in an upscale motorhome.
Atextured enclosure with faux tiles
and a better door would make a big
difference.

The bedroom area is on the small
side but comfortable. The 35G comes
standard with a powered queen bed
topped by an Ideal Rest Nouveau digital
comfort control mattress. Like other air
mattresses you may be familiar with,
this one offers dual remotes that allow
each sleeper to adjust firmness to his/
her liking. The powered platform is a
nice feature for sitting up in bed and
watching the 28-inch TV, but we learned
that it is as much a necessity as it is a
luxury. The space isn’'t wide enough to
accommodate the length of a queen
bed when the slideout is in the travel
position, and in fact, the bed must be
set to its reclined position before the
slideout can be brought in. Other than
this oddity, the room works well enough
with its mirrored wardrobe, chest of
drawers and storage with washer-dryer
prep.

Of course, the difference between
an entry-level and upscale coach is
often in the details, and the same is
true with the Sunova. We appreciated
that all of the switches throughout the
coach are logically placed, and that
MCD blackout shades come standard.

And like other Winnebago products,
this one features the OnePlace
command center, which includes the
slideout controls (with power lock],
tank monitors, PowerLine energy
management system and Xantrex
inverter panel. The only thing we
thought could be improved was the
heat distribution from the furnace. The
bedroom and rear bathroom stayed
nice and warm during the night, but
in the morning, we found it necessary
to turn on the fireplace to heat up the
living area.

Another area we thought could use
improvement was the utility center.
The dump valves are located inside a
rear compartment, but the cutout in
the floor isn’t big enough for the sewer
hose or even the 50-amp power cord
to pass through, so the door had to be
kept open. And, both the compartment
door and the slideout are directly above,
so head-knocking opportunities are
numerous and ever present.

Like most motorhomes, the Itasca
Sunova isn’t without its flaws, but for
the most part, is a comfortable, livable
motorhome that should serve family
and friends well for many memorable
journeys to come. @
|
Winnebago Industries Inc.

641-585-3535, www.goitasca.com
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THE BEST PORTABLE WASTE TANK
IS NOW EVEN SETTER

SMARTyrorE?

* Improved - More sanitary!

* Sewer Hose Cap and Sewer Elbow Nozzle
included - nothing else to buy!

* Completely assembled - ready to use right out of
the box!

Rugged rubber
wheels

LX models are
available in 3 sizes:
18, 27 & 35 Gallon

Front wheels are attached to handle
for maximum maneuverability

SmartTote? 4-Wheel LX Models Feature:

g

PermaStore™ Storage 90° Sewer Elbow Nozzle Large opening allows AutoStop™ Level Gauge No heavy lifting - handle

compartment protects keeps the process quick, improved rinsing with speeds emptying and hooks onto trailer hitch.
pre-attached hose clean and easy at a garden hose. prevents overfilling.
and fittings. the dump port.

Standard 2-Wheel Waste Tank

Redesigned for 2015: 18, 27, & 35 Gallon

* PermaStore™ Hose always From the RV Sanitation Expert
connected for a more

sanitary process. Q.
* Retainer Strap holds %,
Hose in place. I\Ng

* Improved venting gOL.Kﬁ P m

speeds emptying.

° AutoStop™ Level Gauge

prevents messy overfilling.
CA038014

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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By Chris Hemer

¥ A

veryone knows how to wash a car. It's paint,

plastic and glass for the most part, and caring for it

can be as simple as running it through the carwash.
Motorhomes, on the other hand, are a different story;
depending on the style and manufacturing method, they can
be made of metal, gel-coated fiberglass, painted fiberglass
or all of the above, and have a roof made of fiberglass,
thermoplastic polyolefin (TPO) or rubber. Properly caring
for your coach not only keeps it looking good, but prevents
oxidation and other damage that can-lead to expensive
repairs later on. In this article, we’ll touch on the products
designed specifically for RV exterior cleaning and care,

ST vl

along with tips.on how to do it right. Several companies
were sourced throughout this article, with one or more
products used as an example. But most of these companies
offer a complete line of RV care products, so don’t forget to
check their websites for more information.

Top Down

No matter who youstalk to, the experts agree that the-best
way to clean your-¢oach is from top to bottem, which makes
perfect sense. Sweep the roof of any heavy debris like pine
needles or leaves, then hose it down, and follow up with the
awnings, walls, and finally, the glass.
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ALL WASHED UP

If you've got a rubber roof, which
most motorhomes do, you'll want to
use a cleaner designed specifically for
this surface, like Thetford’s Rubber
Roof Cleaner and Conditioner, which
uses nonpetroleum cleaning agents
and a UV inhibitor that protects the
rubber membrane and helps prevent
the chalking that can occur over time.

How often you tend to your rubber
roof depends on the environment
and/or conditions in which you live,
but generally speaking, it's a good
idea to clean/condition the roof at the
beginning and end of each season,
minimum. If you live in an area with
strong sunshine, the UV-inhibiting
aspect of a rubber roof treatment
is particularly important, and if it's
parked outdoors, dirt can accumulate
quickly. Under these circumstances, it
may be necessary to clean/protect the
roof several times a year.

While dirt can indeed harm a motor-

home’s roof over time, UV light is

streaks b gerase
g ritidse
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actually its biggest enemy. The polymer
that the membrane is made of degrades
or “chalks” after being exposed to
UV light for long periods of time. The
most obvious signs that the rubber is
breaking down are the grayish-white
streaks that may run down the side of
the coach. As the roof ages, it can also
lose some of the chemicals that keep
the membrane flexible and waterproof.
Besides keeping the roof in good
condition, another very compelling
reason to clean your roof are those
dreaded black streaks. Regardless
of whether you've got a rubber,
TPO or fiberglass roof, you're likely
to experience them at one time or
another — but what are they? Essen-
tially, black streaks are a combination
of soils, oxidation and nonwater-
soluble oils used in the manufacture of
rubber roofs, rubberized sealers and
plastic parts on the RV's roof. They can
be darn near impossible to remove
with common soap and water, but

Protect All was one of the originators of RV
detailing products, and its popular Rubber
Roof Cleaner and Rubber Roof Treatment
products are available in 32-ounce spray and
1-gallon containers.

Camco, Protect All and Thetford offer
products that can easily remove them
— provided they're not too far gone.

As fiberglass ages, it develops hairline
cracks which can absorb the black
gook running down the sides, making it
much harder to remove.

Although all RV exterior detailing
product manufacturers offer different
formulations to address the same
issues, they can all agree on one thing:
A rubber roof treatment system can
only protect a rubber roof that is in
good shape — it can’t bring a neglected
roof back to life. So at minimum, make
sure you treat the roof twice a year and
wash it off whenever you clean the rest
of the coach.

Cleaning the awning shouldn’t pose
much of a problem, because it spends
most of its time rolled up or protected
by an aluminum wrap, away from the
elements. But during long stays or
full-timing, it's only a matter of time
before the awning gets dirty or worse

Dometic’s Ultra Red Cleaner is a concentrated, heavy-duty cleaner
formulated to remove dirt and grime as well as black streaks. Once
you've removed the worst of the rig’s exterior stains, Dometic also
offers its Wash ‘N Wax product that safely cleans the surface and
dries without annoying spots. RV awning cleaners, like Dometic’s
Premium RV Awning Cleaner, are designed to remove stubborn
stains from both fabric and vinyl awnings.



Affordable luxury.

Priceless enjoyment.

STARTING AT $79,995*

INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW JAYCO ALANTE

Starting at just $79,995*, the all-new Alante Class-A motorhome is the perfect balance of comfort and value. So bring on
the adventure—and make family memories that will last for generations.

Stunning Amish-crafted cabinetry ® An LED-lit power awning e Superior construction and
the industry’s narrowest A-pillars e Fiberglass roof

YEAR

WARRANTY

Jayco/Alante, Circle 123 on Reader Service

Learn more at jayco.com/MotorhomeMay

HLETSTAYCO Jayco

“Base price for the 31L and 31V floorplans starts at $79,995 USD. Generations of family fun.



ALL WASHED UP

yet, covered with bird droppings, sap
and other debris. Thetford, Camco

and Dometic offer products designed
specifically for cleaning awnings, and
removing the stains that affect them
most. Like the roof, the first step
should be to hose the worst of the

dirt and debris from the awning, then
spray the product onto the surface and
allow it to sit for a few minutes. Finally,
scrub the surface gently with a brush
and rinse it off with a hose and allow to
dry completely before retracting.

Exterior Walls

With the roof and awning cleaned, the
next step is the exterior walls. While it
is common practice to use household
dish detergent for this purpose, RV and
car care product manufacturers advise
against this for one simple reason: It
strips the surface of any waxes that
you may have applied earlier. Spe-
cialized washing soaps offered by

a variety of companies like Camco,
Dometic, Thetford, Protect All and
others are all designed to clean away
dirt and grime while leaving the thin
film of wax intact. In between washes,
there are also a variety of “waterless
car wash” products designed to rid

the surface of the light dirt film that
can accumulate over a few days, and
spray-on “touch-up” wax products to

PRO-STRENGTM

AWNING

0 PRO-STRENG M B

RUBBER ROOF \\ e

\CLEA NER & CONDITIONER

CLEANER P GTHE

MILDEW STAIN

REMOVER

Camco offers a variety of products that will help you get started cleaning the most common
problem areas on your coach, including the rubber roof and awning. Its mildew stain remover
works on awnings, headliners, chair cushions and more.

keep a layer of wax on the surface in
between waxing.

It's no secret that reaching
the upper half of any RV can be a
challenge, and constantly moving a
ladder down the side of the coach just
won't do. The easiest and safest way
to get to hard-to-reach areas is with
an extension pole system. Adjust-a-
Brush, Shurhold and others offer such
systems to make washing easier.

Like any automotive finish, an
RV’s surface, whether painted or gel-
coated, should be waxed on a regular
basis to prevent surface oxidation. How
often depends, again, on the severity of
your environment, but figure it should
be waxed whenever the rubber roof
is treated, or at the beginning/end of
every travel season, minimum. One of
the easiest ways to apply a wax product
over a large surface is with an orbital
buffer, not a rotary buffer. In the wrong
hands, a rotary buffer can quickly
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As its name implies, Thetford’s Premium Rubber
Roof Cleaner and Conditioner cleans and conditions
the roof, and also protects it with a UV blocker. The

product is designed to remove common grime as
well as tough leaf and mildew stains — even bird
droppings. The nontoxic, biodegradable formula

contains no petroleum distillates.

burn through paint/gelcoat, causing
more harm than good. Apply a small
amount of wax to the pad, then begin
applying the product. Remember,
less is more when it comes to wax;
if you apply too much, it will splatter
and dry elsewhere, requiring more
work to remove it. Let the wax form
a light haze, then use a clean bonnet
on the buffer to remove the wax and
polish the surface. It's quicker and a
lot easier. If you notice wax in some
nooks and crannies, you can use a
detailing brush specifically made for
the purpose, or even a common soft-
bristle toothbrush will do the trick.
Your motorhome was a big
investment. Caring for it now will keep it
looking good for many years to come. @

Sources

Camco Manufacturing Inc.
800-334-2004, www.camco.net

Dometic USA
800-544-4881, www.dometic.com

Protect All Inc.
800-322-4491, www.protectall.com

Thetford Corp.
800-543-1219, www.thetford.com



Great TV on the Road...
Just the Way You Want It!

Wherever your RV takes you, DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming F RE E
allows you to tune in to your favorite TV programs. 4 stq.;z
—. PLUS—the NEW DVR Expander lets you record and watch FOR 3 MON'E'HSI

your favorite programs anytime! With activation of pg)y
PaY'AS'You-Go
Pfogramming_
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P
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DISH ViP 211z Satellite Television NEW! My Book®
Receiver #73912 AV DVR Expander #84114

Club SALE $74.97 Reg. $109.99 Club SALE $129.99 Reg. $139.99

With DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming*: NEW! My Book® AV DVR Expander lets you:

m Pay only for the months you use m Turn your DISH® ViP 211 or 411 series receiver into a DVR
m Only DISH lets you watch your favorite shows in HD m Record up to 150 hours of HD programming

m No charge to start or stop monthly service m Simple USB connection (USB 2.0 & eSATA interface)

m Programming for as little as $49.99 per month! ® May require one-time $40 DVR activation fee

Hurry! Sale pricing expires May 3, 2015.

Call Camping World at 1-888-875-1540 to activate your DISH programming!

must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Offer subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential
Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions may apply. Premium Channels: Premium offer value is up to $42; after 3 months
then-current everyday price applies unless you downgrade. Offers end 6/10/15. © 2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. STARZ and related channels and service
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.

*Important Terms and Conditions: Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All prices, packages, [ ]
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, -
A
- S
A4 .

CA029189_0205

AUTHORIZED RETAILER

(=) CAMPING WORLD

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.875.1540 | CampingWorld.com
DISH Network, Circle 152 on Reader Service Card



By Kristopher Bunker

ention “diesel pusher” to a fellow RVer
and you're likely to get a predictable, old-fash-
ioned response: He/she will laud the diesel’s
muscle, long-term durability, relatively quiet
ride and improved fuel economy, while at the same time
lamenting the extra cost and lack of comparable standard
features to a typical gasser. And though some of these
sentiments may be true — diesels are more expensive —
the gap between gas-engine-driven coaches and affordable
pushers is closing fast. True, a comparably equipped pusher
may in some cases double your cost up front, but in the
long run, purchasing a diesel pusher may save you some
dough due to improved longevity, and may even save your
marriage by allowing your in-cab conversations to resume

at a reasonable, shout-free level that's so hard to attain in a
noisy gas-driver.

And you'll be surprised when you do a bit of research:
Entry-level (and we use the term loosely) diesels aren’t what
they used to be. In fact, we know you'll be pleased to see that
many of the affordable pushers out there not only exceed
their gas-driven counterparts in ride quality and durability,
but the livability and amenities can match those of the
higher-end gas-driven Class A’s as well.

To prove our theory, we offer Exhibit A: The following
pages list some diesel-pusher bargains that are available
today. We tried to keep the prices near the $220,000 mark,
though a bit of exploring the Internet can likely yield even
more affordable results.
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Photos courtesy of the manufacturers

FLEETWOOD

Like all new Fleetwood RVs, the Excursion 35E features
what the manufacturer calls F-21 construction, a desig-
nation that means Fleetwood utilizes the latest in manu-
facturing methods and materials. Welded-aluminum
interlocking frames replace the standard bolts and
screws, bus-style doors replace standard entries and
aluminum slideout room ramps replace wood slideout
room ramps, to name a few. Inside, a centralized control
panel, crown molding, an impressive 7-foot ceiling height
and raised-panel hardwood cabinet doors and drawers
are sure to please at this price point. The dual-slide 35E
also offers plenty of storage in the master, with three
wardrobes and a bench seat with a compartment below.
There are also options for an exterior entertainment
center, washer-dryer, drop-down queen bed and a resi-
dential refrigerator.

FOREST RIVER

The Legacy SR 340 is Forest River’s pusher line, available
in three floorplans: the 340BH, 340KP and the all-new
360RB. Although the names may be a bit confusing
(Legacy SR 340 360RB doesn't exactly roll off the tongue),
the list of appointments isn’t: All Legacy coaches boast a
Cummins ISB 340-horsepower diesel and 2500MH Allison
transmission on a Freightliner chassis. The 340BH is a
bunkhouse model and also offers a power cockpit bunk
option that ups the sleeping capacity to nine svelte RVers.
And, if you don’t need the bunks, the 340KP replaces them
with a pantry, stackable washer-dryer prep and additional
wardrobe space. The 360RB shown here is a bath-and-
a-half model that changes the regular bathroom into a
powder room, and adds a master bathroom suite with dual
sinks along the rear wall, offering the ultimate in privacy
for mom and dad.

CHASSIS FREIGHTLINER XC-S CHASSIS FREIGHTLINER XC-S
ENGINE CUMMINS ISB 6.7-LITER ENGINE CUMMINS ISB 6.7-LITER
FUEL CAPACITY 90 GAL FUEL CAPACITY 90 GAL
GVWR 26,000 LBS GVWR 28,000 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH 36'9" EXTERIOR LENGTH 39' 4"
EXTERIOR WIDTH 86" EXTERIOR WIDTH 8'4"
EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C 11" 10" EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C 12' 2"
WHEELBASE 242" WHEELBASE 208"
FRESHWATER CAPACITY 77 GAL FRESHWATER CAPACITY 84 GAL
BLACK-WATER CAPACITY 32 GAL BLACK-WATER CAPACITY 44 GAL
GRAY-WATER CAPACITY 60 GAL GRAY-WATER CAPACITY 44 GAL
LP-GAS CAPACITY 28.2 GAL LP-GAS CAPACITY 24.5 GAL
BASE MSRP $193,193 BASE MSRP $216,000

Fleetwood RV, 800-854-1344, www.fleetwoodrv.com

Forest River Inc., 574-389-4600, www.forestriverinc.com
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HOLIDAY RAMBLER

Available in three eye-catching color schemes (Gateway
Gray, Downtown Brown and the Cappuccino seen here)
and standard with 22.5-inch aluminum wheels, the
Ambassador 38DBT pusher is an impressive sight on

the road and in camp. LED lighting, four-point hydraulic
leveling jacks, seamless side walls and a one-piece
panoramic windshield are all nice additions to the
platform, which is powered by a 6.7-liter Cummins diesel.
The triple-slide, bath-and-a-half 38DBT offers distinct
living zones and the opportunity for occupants to get away
from each other while getting away from it all, which

can be a great option after a long day of adventure. The
half-bath is located amidships for easy access from the
living area (aft of the well-appointed galley), while the
rear bathroom is accessible only through the master and
features plenty of storage and a large shower.
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CHASSIS ROADMASTER B340

ENGINE CUMMINS ISB 6.7-LITER

FUEL CAPACITY 90 GAL

GVWR 28,000 LBS

EXTERIOR LENGTH 38" 11"

EXTERIOR WIDTH 86"

EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C 11" 10"

WHEELBASE 266"

FRESHWATER CAPACITY 77 GAL

BLACK-WATER CAPACITY 32 GAL

GRAY-WATER CAPACITY 60 GAL

LP-GAS CAPACITY 28 GAL

BASE MSRP $219,015

Holiday Rambler, 800-648-6582, www.holidayrambler.com




NEXT GENERATION LED LIGHTING
The Future Looks Bright!
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Maintenance CosTt
0 times longer than
scent bulbs.

des a five year performance warranty.

enerare Less Hear
on air conditioning costs.

UR3BLe
‘t break like a bulb.

Introducing: The Next Generation in LED Lighting

The future looks brighter than ever with the Next Generation LED lighting. A great new offering of
lighting that is a direct replacement for older, incandescent bulbs, and offers the best value and quality in
the business. LED lighting delivers great benefits including reduced energy consumption, less generated
heat, and outstanding durability compared to traditional incandescent bulbs. Plus they last up to 50 times

longer than incandescents, and are backed by a 5-year performance warranty.
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ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




PUSH IT!

ITASCA

Winnebago’s Itasca Solei diesel pusher is a luxury-
oriented coach that offers an impressive amount of

living space and posh residential comfort that belies the
strength of the 340-horsepower Cummins diesel that
powers it. Outside, a fiberglass roof, thermopanel side
walls, aluminum framing and interlocking joints help with
vehicle longevity. Inside, the dual-slide 38R shown here
features a residential refrigerator, convertible dinette
and sofa bed, plus an available fireplace. The Multi-
Purpose room located amidships can be converted from
a dual-bunk sleeping area to a kid-friendly dinette during
the day. Plus it's situated across from a half bathroom,
minimizing traffic into the main, rear bathroom. That bath
spans the entire rear of the coach and features a large
shower, washer, dryer, sink and toilet, all in a roomy
area. It's connected to the private rear bedroom with a
wardrobe slide, dual nightstands and a location for the
available flip-down TV.

NEWMAR

The new Ventana LE 3812 is a bath-and-a-half pusher with
an impressive array of residential features. Among the
home-Llike appointments are a roomy bedroom suite that
houses a king bed and full master bathroom at the rear of
the coach. Exterior enhancements for 2015 include new
graphics, colors and chrome logos; frameless windows; a
power side awning, power entry-door awning and slideout
awnings; and an entry door with a longer hinge for added
strength. Inside, changes from previous models include
upgraded laminate material and carpeting, 12-by-24-inch
vinyl tile, newly styled furniture and additional solid-
surface countertops. The half-bath features a vessel sink
to provide more useable counterspace. LED lights are
standard and more plentiful than ever. The 3812 shown
here offers opposing sofas for entertaining in the living
area, a large pantry in the fully equipped galley and a
comfy king bed in the spacious master suite.

CHASSIS FREIGHTLINER XC-S CHASSIS FREIGHTLINER XC-R
ENGINE CUMMINS ISB 6.7-LITER ENGINE CUMMINS ISB 6.7-LITER
FUEL CAPACITY 90 GAL FUEL CAPACITY 100 GAL
GVWR 27,910 LBS GVWR 31,000 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH 39'10" EXTERIOR LENGTH 38'8"
EXTERIOR WIDTH 8'5.5" EXTERIOR WIDTH 8'5.5"
EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C 111" EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C 12' 8"
WHEELBASE 260" WHEELBASE 252"
FRESHWATER CAPACITY 84 GAL FRESHWATER CAPACITY 105 GAL
BLACK-WATER CAPACITY 44 GAL BLACK-WATER CAPACITY 45 GAL
GRAY-WATER CAPACITY 54 GAL GRAY-WATER CAPACITY 65 GAL
LP-GAS CAPACITY 23 GAL LP-GAS CAPACITY 32 GAL
BASE MSRP $223,405 BASE MSRP $222,848

Itasca, 641-585-3535, www.goitasca.com
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Newmar Corp., 800-852-1731, www.newmarcorp.com
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PUSH IT!

J .:,--5"[ h
NEXUS RV

In the automotive world, the name Bentley is synonymous
with opulence. Nexus has done its best to continue that
tradition in the RV industry minus the exorbitant price tag.
The Bentley pusher (available factory direct only) is built
utilizing all steel-cage framing throughout, which Nexus
claims improves the overall strength of the motorhome by
72 percent. The manufacturer only uses Azdel substrate,
thus eliminating any wood products in the side walls and
roof, which is meant to improve R-factor insulation and
reduce the weight. Livability features include a multiplex
electric system — a feature usually found exclusively in
upscale coaches — that gives owners dimming and other
electric control over the lighting. The 34B coach features
four slideouts, a number of sleeping positions and plenty of
storage. An available chrome package including mirrors,
handles, exhaust pipe for the engine and generator and
front applique, offers the touch of class a vehicle with the
Bentley name calls for.

THOR MOTOR COACH

Available in four head-turning full-body paint colors, the
Thor Palazzo offers a host of amenities generally reserved
for much more expensive diesels. Large pass-through
storage, side-vision cameras, frameless windows and a
power patio awning with integrated LED lighting adorn

the exterior and complement each of the head-turning
paint jobs (Black Canyon, Boardwalk, Park Avenue and
Ridgewood), while handy conveniences like a step-up

mid entry with mudroom section, a second slideout in the
bedroom and a residential laundry suite with included
washer and dryer inside. The galley features a residential
fridge and cooktop, while the bedroom offers a king-size
bed, integrated headboard and wall-mounted sconce
lighting for a true residential feel. Add to that a massive
streetside slideout to open up the living area, an oversize
Dream dinette booth and a dash-mounted PC workstation
with 120-volt AC and 12-volt DC outlets, and it's clear the
Palazzo 36.2 is a smartly appointed motorhome that has it
all; in fact, everything is standard, no options are available.

CHASSIS: FREIGHTLINER XC-R CHASSIS: FREIGHTLINER XC-S
ENGINE: CUMMINS ISB 6.7-LITER ENGINE: CUMMINS ISB 6.7-LITER
FUEL CAPACITY: 100 GAL FUEL CAPACITY: 90 GAL
GVWR: 28,000 LBS GVWR: 28,000 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH: 35'7" EXTERIOR LENGTH: 37" 6"
EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8'5" EXTERIOR WIDTH: 8'5"
EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C: 12" 10" EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C: 12
WHEELBASE: 222" WHEELBASE: 242"
FRESHWATER CAPACITY: 85 GAL FRESHWATER CAPACITY: 95 GAL
BLACK-WATER CAPACITY: 50 GAL BLACK-WATER CAPACITY: 43 GAL
GRAY-WATER CAPACITY: 50 GAL GRAY-WATER CAPACITY: 43 GAL
LP-GAS CAPACITY: 16 GAL LP-GAS CAPACITY: 24.5 GAL
FACTORY-DIRECT PRICE: $179,999 BASE MSRP: $207,450

Nexus RV, 855-786-3987, www.nexusrv.com
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Thor Motor Coach, 800-860-5658, www.thormotorcoach.com



Pleasure-Way

At Pleasure-Way Industries, we give each Class B motorhome we build
the meticulous care and attention it deserves.

Come Experience Life... The Pleasure-Way!

Pleasure Way , Circle 132 on Reader Service Card

.+ @Pleasurewayl [ facebook.com/PWIndustries



PUSH IT!

WINNEBAGO

The dual-slide Forza diesel pusher features a forward
galley, two separate bathroom areas and a nifty flexible
bunk-bed system, making it one of the more luxurious
kid-friendly coaches available. With a coach full of kids,
you'll need a great area for meal prep, so the Forza
offers a large pantry, dual-basin sink, three-burner
stove and residential refrigerator, in addition to a good
amount of space on the solid-surface countertops.
When the sun goes down, the 38R shown here offers
plenty of sleeping options, from the aforementioned
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bunks (which fold up to make a dinette area by day) to

a sleeper sofa to the convertible dinette, the latter two
of which offer great views of the living-area LED TV and
optional fireplace. Mom and dad are treated to a master
retreat toward the rear, where a plush queen mattress
is across from a large wardrobe and between dual
nightstands. But perhaps the most appreciated feature
for the grown-ups is the rear bathroom; it offers a large
shower, sink, separate washer and dryer, and plenty of
bath-toy-free real estate.

CHASSIS FREIGHTLINER XC-S
ENGINE CUMMINS ISB 6.7-LITER
FUEL CAPACITY 90 GAL
GVWR 27,910 LBS
EXTERIOR LENGTH 39' 10"
EXTERIOR WIDTH 8'5.5"
EXTERIOR HEIGHT WITH A/C " 1"
WHEELBASE 260"
FRESHWATER CAPACITY 84 GAL
BLACK-WATER CAPACITY 44 GAL
GRAY-WATER CAPACITY 54 GAL
LP-GAS CAPACITY 23 GAL
BASE MSRP $223,405

Winnebago, 641-585-3535, www.winnebagoind.com [0




Sure, they are both
steak dinners...

Supplemental braking Tow bars \ Suspension products

Don’t settle for less,
insist on Roadmaster.

{ ROADM

visit roadmasterinc.com or call 800-669-9690

Roadmaster, Inc., Circle 135 on Reader Service Card




They say money can't buy happiness...
but it can buy an RV and that’s pretty close!

oRefina_\nce Your Existing RV Loan * Private Party RV Loans

* Loans For New Or Pre-Owned RVs » Cash Recapture: Obtain A Loan Within
Six Months Of Your Original Purchase Date

APRS* AS LOW AS

12% | 4.59%

on loan amounts of $75k+ on loan amounts of $50k to $74,999 on loan amounts of 525k to $49,999

=

& Good Sam
1-800-444-1
mertion pricrty code GoodSamRVLoans.com/440 RV Loans

* Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.

** APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a
refinance request, RV must be 2005 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 2007 model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following:
credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA Used Wholesale Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount,
loan type and lender guidelines. Example of an RV loan: A 15 year fixed-rate $55,000 loan. Based on an APR of 4.37%, this loan has 180 monthly payments of $41710 each. Information
is accurate as of February 5, 2015. This offer is not available to applicants who use their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer); visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms. Good Sam
Finance Center™ provided through Bank of the West. © 2015 Bank of the West. GRL38362 - 0115

@EQUAL HOUSING LENDER




Photos: E. Don Smith

MAINTENANCE: DIESEL COACH RADIATOR FLUSH

By E. Don Smith

COOL}

A DIY diesel radiator flush is an easy-to-do preventive maintenance project

eeping the engine on a diesel pusher cool while

on the road is no easy task. It requires a large, rear-

mounted radiator or two smaller side-mounted ones

as well as a water pump, cooling fan, lots of hoses and
many gallons of coolant/antifreeze. Flushing the cooling system
isn't a terribly difficult job to perform at home as a DIY project,
but if you wait until the engine overheats it’s not nearly as fun or
convenient on the side of the road in the middle of the summer to
discover that your cooling system capacity has been reduced due
to poor maintenance. So it's important to handle the task while
your coach is in the driveway.

Like many systems in a motorhome, the cooling system
requires regular service and fluid changes. If your particular
diesel is a wet-block design, such as a Cummins ISC, ISM, ISL or
ISX; or the Cat C9, C11, C13; or even the MaxxForce 10, it likely
came prefilled with either an extended life coolant (ELC) or a fully
formulated coolant with supplemental coolant additives (SCAs), as
was the case with the 36-foot Tiffin Phaeton coach featured here.
The disadvantage of fully formulated coolants is that they need
to be tested every six months for proper levels of key additives,
which at first doesn’t seem like a challenge but as time wears
on the testing routine gets old and is really easy to forget. If your
coach has a smaller Cummins ISB or a Cat C7, it has a dry-block
engine and the coolant could be different. Before you decide to
change to a different type of coolant or to even perform a flush
and refill, it's best to check your motorhome’s owner’s manual
and use the exact product specified for your particular engine.

Since all coolants have a service life, once the coolant on this
coach required a change we decided it would be easier in the long
run to convert it from a fully formulated coolant with SCAs to an
ELC. Not only do ELCs have a longer change interval, they don’t
require periodic testing for additives. The only regular check that
needs to be performed is to ensure the freeze point is acceptable.

{é.

[1] After locating the radiator cap (surge tank) of the cool
engine, remove it to allow the radiator to easily drain. Never
open a hot radiator cap. [2] There are several different ways
to drain a radiator. Since this one didn’t have a large drain
at the bottom, we simply loosened the hose clamp on the
bottom radiator hose. As soon as the clamp is loosened

the coolant will drain quickly, so have a catch pan in place
and be prepared for a fast dump when you pull the hose

off. Usually there are several low hoses here to choose
from depending on the layout. Just pick the one that has

the lowest drain point in order to drain the most coolant.
We removed two different hoses each time to maximize the
volume of water removed.
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COOL RUNNINGS

We decided to use a product
from Peak called Final Charge
Global. It is approved for use in Cat,
Mercedes-Benz, Cummins and many
other engines and has a guaranteed |
life of 1 million miles or 8 years per
the manufacturer. In the past this
product required adding an extender
at 3 years or 300,000 miles to achieve
that long life, but it was recently re-
formulated and the newest specs no
longer require the extender. Some
other benefits of this product are that
it is silicate- and nitrate-free, which
means long seal and water-pump
life, and it offers better heat transfer.

Although several chassis manu-
facturers use this same coolant
in their motorhome chassis, they
usually opt for a more conservative
six-year change interval as opposed
to eight years. As always, make sure you are
following the chassis manufacturer’s require-
ments on maintenance as well as the type of
coolant you are using.

After making sure the Final Charge was
approved for our engine [meeting Cummins
CES 14603 standards), we went to a local truck
supply parts store and bought 6 gallons of 100
percent concentrated coolant. A 50/50 blend
with water already added is also available, but
it is much more economical to buy the con-
centrated version. And, since there are always
several gallons of coolant remaining in the
heater hoses and engine block after draining
the system, the only way to achieve the proper
50/50 ratio is to begin with a 100 percent con-
centration of coolant. That way you can add
half the total system capacity of pure coolant
and top it off with distilled water to ensure
the 50 percent dilution needed for proper
antifreeze protection.

Next we bought a lot of distilled water
(you will have to determine how many gallons
based on your cooling system size and the
number of rinses you intend to perform) for the
flushing process. The reason for using distilled
water is to help prevent the introduction of
harmful minerals into the cooling system that
can lead to scale forming inside the radiator
core. Three complete flushes should ensure
most of the old SCA-type coolant is removed
from the cooling system if you follow the
correct procedure.

[3] After draining the coolant you will need to reinstall the radiator hose and

tighten the hose clamp. [4] Next, we refilled the radiator through the surge tank

until it showed full. This required 7 gallons of distilled water each time. [5] If your
chassis manufacturer called for closing the heater core lines, reopen them now, as
this allows the warm coolant to flow through the heater core and flush it as well.
Note there is also a drain petcock here that can be used on some coaches to drain
additional coolant from the system and to bleed air bubbles after refilling. [6] Another
step to speed the process is to turn the coach heater to full hot before starting the
engine. First, allow it to run at slow idle and then raise it to high idle for several
minutes. This allows the heater system to pull the warm coolant through the heater
core and flush it as well. As soon as the air from the heater starts to warm, shut down
the engine. Remember, you must wait for the engine to cool before draining the flush
water to prevent burns.

Freightliner specs on this coach show a cooling capacity of 10 gallons,
but that doesn’t include the hoses and heater core for the coach heater,
which likely adds another 2 gallons for a total of 12 gallons. At each drain
we recovered about 7 gallons, or 58 percent of the total capacity. So we
needed 3 times 7 gallons of distilled water (21 gallons] for flushing and
then 2 to 3 more for the final fill (a total of 24 gallons).

The goal of the flush is to completely drain the cooling system as
much as possible, then refill it with distilled water. Then slightly warm
the engine (120 degrees to 140 degrees Fahrenheit) at fast idle to
circulate the water through the heater core and block. When changing
coolant types it usually takes three complete fill-and-drain cycles to
ensure the old coolant is gone. After each warming cycle of the engine
make sure you do not drain the old coolant until it has cooled off
enough not to burn you, and also never open a hot radiator cap or else
the coolant will overflow as the pressurized cap is removed.

As you complete each flush and drain you can collect the drained
coolant as it gradually changes color (from pink in our case to light
pink, which was the color of a fully formulated coolant originally in
this engine]. The Final Charge coolant (which is red) we used for the
refill states that it can accept up to 25 percent concentration of other
coolants without affecting its performance, but if you perform three
complete flushes you will likely end up with less than 10 percent of
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America’s #1 Choice for RV Refrigerators

A Refrigerator to Fit
EVERY Space!

Dometic Elite 2+2 Refrigerators

12.3 cu. ft. of storage volume

Premium double door convenience and space
Extruded cooling fin for 15% improved performance
Divider-less freezer for wall-to-wall cooling
Automatic door lock activated by RV ignition system
Three crispers, dual-action shelf guards

Stainless steel, black stainless steel, acrylic, and wood
grain panels

Through-the-door ice water and optional ice maker

s

A EiE
MUHE INFO N\ Watr:'h the .
OF* Refrigerators Video

Automatic ignition- Through-the-door water Three crispers and dual- Bigger, more powerful
activated door lock and optional ice maker way shelf guards cooling unit

Dometic:

TropiCool Thermoelectric Coolers

B Refrigerate or deep - ‘ B Cool and heat
freeze to -7.6°F v B AC/DC operation
B AC/DC operation g 5 B Lightweight
M Selectable temperature B Intelligent power-saving

B Easy to carry g circuit
~ CFX-035US TC-14Us

CA038216

CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




COOL RUNNINGS

the old coolant remaining.

When draining it is important to capture the old coolant and
dispose of it properly; it should not be poured on the ground
orin a storm drain. It should be recycled at a local designated
center that accepts antifreeze. Also, you need to be careful not
to leave open containers of the old coolant lying around, as
animals will be drawn to it and it will be fatal if they are allowed
to drink it. One easy way to capture everything is to use large
10-gallon catch pans and then refill the empty distilled water
jugs with the drained coolant.

If your coach is currently using an SCA coolant and it has a
coolant filter, that filter is often precharged with SCAs. If you
change over to an ELC it is important that you remove that filter
and replace it with a blank filter that has no SCAs. When using
ELC products you do not want to contaminate them with SCAs,
so keep that in mind if your coach has coolant filters. Also, make
sure the service facility doesn’t test for SCAs and add them
when having the motorhome serviced.

Every chassis manufacturer has a different network of

[7] On some coaches it may be possible to locate the drain petcock at the
water pump and open it slightly to allow air and water to escape while the
engine is idling. This helps purge any air from the system. It can only be
done before the engine is warm, otherwise the coolant is too hot. Though
there are no moving parts near the water pump area of this coach, be
careful as you reach up to open and close this drain valve with the engine
running. Turn off the drain petcock once a steady stream of coolant is
released. [8] If you watch closely while draining after each flush, the color

of the coolant will change from bright pink to a much lighter pink (when +CAT E:ﬂw” : : +lMERI:EDE5 DB;.;?CIO
ini g ifi + CUMMINS CES 14603 + MERCEDES 3£5.
draining a fully formulated coolant). Don't fret, however, .|f it never retur.'ns S DETRAIT e EoEL Dottty ¢ RELRBADIRTOR
completely clear as you may expect. The sample on the right only contains 5 + MAN 324 Typ SNF + ASTM D-6210 s
percent SCA coolant yet still shows a lot of color. If you flush properly three ; MTU 5048 + NAVISTAR CE"‘Eﬁ
times, the level will be well below the acceptable 25 percent limit before ' &WSTM U oty SN
refilling with new coolant. [9] The Final Charge Global Coolant we used is T e e MALK
approved for a wide range of engines and is rated to last an incredible eight + PACCAR + TMC RP323

years or 1 million miles without the use of additional additives or extenders.

[10] When flushing the coolant, it is a great time to inspect the hoses as well. As you see, the lower radiator hose on this coach was starting

to show signs of cracking so we replaced all three bottom radiator hoses at a total parts cost of about $130. The top radiator hose showed no
sign of cracking so it was not replaced. [11] When changing the hoses it's always a good idea to replace the hose clamps as well. Instead of the
standard narrow band clamps that were originally used, we took the opportunity to upgrade ours to a wider stainless-steel, T-bolt hose clamp.
Not only are these types wider for more clamping surface, they use a bolt, which is a much stronger way of clamping the hose securely. [12]
After three complete flushes with distilled water we then added 6 gallons of 100 percent concentrated coolant (not 50/50 premixed) to the empty
radiator surge tank. In this coach, 6 gallons is half the total capacity of the system, which will yield a perfect 50/50 ratio after adding enough
distilled water to top it off. Then it took an additional two gallons of distilled water to show full in the surge tank. The amount of water you add to
reach full is not critical as long as you fill it to the proper level. Remember, there is residual water in various hoses, the heater core and engine
block to reach the proper mixture. After filling the radiator for the final time, you will once again need to bleed the air from the lines if your coach
is equipped with drain petcocks, and run the engine on high idle long enough to bring it up to full temperature. Then recheck the surge tank level
to ensure it is at the proper level. If the coolant level is below the full mark wait until the engine is cool and top off the tank as needed. Your only
other service going forward will be to test the coolant for the proper freeze point.
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[13] After converting the coach to a different type of coolant it's a good idea to label
it properly to prevent any confusion if you take it in for service. Most supply houses
that sell coolant keep these stickers in stock. [14] After everything is topped off and
the engine has been run to full operating temperature and cooled down, you can
use a test strip (make sure you get the right one for your type of coolant) to ensure
the mixture comes out at 50 percent.

hoses, heater-valve cutoffs, drain petcocks and water-pump drain ﬁ :
petcocks and therefore can require a slightly different method of
draining and refilling the radiator. The steps described here are what
we used on this coach and its configuration. However, your motorhome
may be different enough to make a significant change in the process,
so check the owner’s manual to see if it contains any special instruc-
tions for avoiding an air bubble in your engine’s cooling system. If you
experience an air bubble, the most likely symptom will be that the dash
display/temperature gauge will not show an increase in temperature
during one of the idle cycles. If that happens, shut off the engine and
follow the correct procedure to purge the air from the cooling system.

Another likely issue is that after you start the engine after a flush-
and-refill cycle the low-coolant alarm can sound. This occurs as the
air is released from the system into the surge tank, which may have
shown full before. The cure is to shut down the engine and add more
flush water into the surge tank (location of the low-coolant sensor]
until at the proper level. Then you can resume the warming of the
engine and the low-coolant alarm will cease after a few minutes.

Now that you are armed with a basic understanding of the task,
you're ready to get started. @

PBioBlastPlusy
P“ ﬁE Odor Control Technology

«2 o0z per40 gallon black or gray water tank
« Biological enzyme/bacmrial mrmula

* Odor control up to 130°

CA037837

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide




GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

For just $79.95, or 22 cents a day,
your family is protected for a full year.

» Coverage for your spouse & dependent children at no extra cost
e Unlimited distance towing to the nearest service center

» Coverage for your RV, cars, vans, trucks, SUVs, and motorcyles

» Flat tire service, fuel delivery, and battery jumpstarts

» Dispatch of a mobile mechanic for minor RV repairs

¢ And much more!

CALL OR CLICK T0 JOIN!

—
GoodSamRoadside.com [:I[ B[R @Good Sam

Roadside Assistance

*Introductory rate for Good Sam members who are first time buyers. Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and
by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochures, which can be found at
goodsamroadside.com/mbbs. GRA35783 - 1114
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By Bill and Jenn Gehr

The latest crop of efficient inverters makes living off the grid
practical without giving up favorite accessories and appliances

There is no denying that motorhome owners
love their creature comforts. However, without the
convenience of shorepower, an alternate source of
energy is needed to adequately power the large array of
electronic appliances and accessories while RVing off the
grid. AC generators can supply temporary power needs
but some are a noisy distraction when trying to enjoy

the solitude of natural surroundings — and don’t forget
about the fuel they burn. By relying on a power inverter
rather than a generator, you can effectively run the most
necessary electronic devices such as a cellphone charger,
laptop computer, tablet, TV, satellite receiver, DVD player
or even larger items on an individual basis such as a
microwave oven, toaster, hair dryer or a coffee maker. It
may sound like we're a bit spoiled and not willing to give

up conveniences, even when off the grid, but we're not
apologizing.

Power inverters provide whisper-quiet AC power at
the flip of a switch. They change direct current (DC) to
alternating current (AC), or 12-volt DC to 120-volt AC.
Output voltage and frequency depends on the design and
the wattage of an individual inverter. In order to realize
the best efficiency of a power inverter, it must be paired to
an adequate battery bank, based on the calculated needs
of individual owners. Simply put: Larger inverters require
larger battery banks.

Power inverters have evolved during the last few years
moving from heavy mechanical devices to sophisticated
models that use advanced electronics packaged in much
lighter housings. The biggest advance in technology has

On a Curve A true sine wave (blue] curves smoothly, compared to a modified sine wave (yellow). True sine wave inverters are recommended

for sensitive electronics like computers and many appliances.
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SILENT POWER

been the transition from the cruder
modified sine wave output to a pure
sine wave capable of powering
sensitive electronic devices. Pure
sine wave is what we all have in our
stationary homes, but there may be
situations where a pure sign wave
inverter is not necessary for your
particular needs.

Power inverters range anywhere
from a simple 150-watt plug-and-
play model to a more complicated
3,000-watt model with all the bells
and whistles. The more advanced
models have multistage charging
capabilities, which are designed to
maintain batteries properly by condi-
tioning them to battery-builder speci-
fications. This is an important factor
since battery banks will never realize
their designed service life without
proper conditioning, something
most common so-called converter/
chargers are not able to accomplish.
Many of the more sophisticated
inverters also have charge equaliza-
tion modes, which use higher voltage
to help break up battery sulfation,
again prolonging the life of a battery
bank.

Selecting an inverter that will fit
your needs will require a little bit of
homework. The first study will be to
determine the wattage required to
operate the electronic appliances
that are normally used during typical
trips. The conversion chart found on
this page can help users determine
their approximate power require-
ments. It's important to confirm the
exact power output of all electrical
appliances and accessories. Don't
underestimate normal usage; doing
so will only lead to disappointment
— and the need for an expensive
upgrade — later on. Keep in mind that
although it may seem convenient to
purchase an inverter large enough to

Average Power Consumption

DEVICE
MICROWAVE OVEN
COFFEEMAKER

DVD PLAYER

run all desired appliances and acces-
sories, the drawback will be the added
cost of the inverter, labor and a more
expensive battery bank. So a bit of
advance planning is advised.

Every appliance will have a data
label that provides the power require-
ments. Simply add up the wattage for
all the appliances that may be running
at the same time and compare that
figure with the continuous output
rating of the inverter. All inverters
have a surge, or peak, rating, which
should not be added into the formula
used to calculate normal power re-
quirements. For example, a 900-watt
inverter may have a continuous output
of 840 watts. Microwave ovens require
a tremendous amount of surge before
leveling out. LCD televisions and
cellphone chargers do not require a
surge allowance.

Determine whether you need a
modified sine wave or a pure sine
wave, also known as a true sine wave
inverter. The pure sine wave inverter
is more efficient than the modified
sine wave inverter and almost twice
as efficient when used to power
certain appliances.

A modified sine wave inverter
can damage sensitive devices over a
period of time. Microwave electronic
control panels often will not function

Handy conversions for calculating missing values

AMPS TO WATTS
watts = amps x volts

WATTS TO AMPS
amps = watts + by volts

WATTS TO VOLTS
volts = watts + by amps

900 TO 1,500
1,200 TO 1,500
LCD TV 180
85T0O 100
SATELLITE RECEIVER 75
CELLPHONE, LAPTOP 20

12-VOLT DC DRAW IN AMPS
80TO 125
100TO 125
15
7708
6
2

on a modified sine wave inverter, as
the electronics will not recognize that
type of power. The more sensitive

the device, the less likely it will
function on a modified sine wave.
When updating an older RV with new
televisions and electronics, it's best
to upgrade the inverter to a pure sine
wave model.

With so many makes, models and
features to choose from, it will take
some diligent research to find the
one that meets your specific needs.
Remember, inverters make 120-volt
AC power, and using adequate wiring,
fuses or circuit breakers as appro-
priate and specified in the instal-
lation procedures are all critical to
safe usage. In many cases there are
specific mounting requirements that
must be considered when planning
the installation.

Hire a professional to perform the
installation according to the state,
local and RV electrical codes if you
are not qualified to perform electrical
procedures.

Power inverters perform
extremely well when the batteries
are linked to a solar-panel system
designed to efficiently charge the
designated number of batteries that
are onboard. When using an inverter,
the batteries must be kept charged
adequately to provide the necessary
service to make silent 120-volt AC
power without being tethered to a
hookup pole.

There are many inverter options
on the market. Listed below are some
of the popular brands and models.
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INTRODUCING THE

Leisure Lounge

Multiple unique seating arrangements to customize your comfort. Dine,

lounge on the chaise, or relax on the versatile sofa; the Leisure Lounge

offers complete versatility, functionality and the ultimate in comfort.

. — ..
m LTV.TRAVEL/LEISURE-LOUNGE
R D,

LEISURE

LEISUREVANS.COM Leisure Travel Vans, Circle 147 on Reader Service Card ’ TRAVEL VANS



RV Roofing Solutions, Circle 137 on Reader Service Card

The Last
LEAK You'll

Ever Have...

100%

NIAINTENANCE FREE
=

-

e
“'lllll‘““““"

Before

YEARS to get this

+ No Caulking Roof Vents,
Seams or Skylights
+ No Streaking - No Leaks...EVER!

Beautifully
finished seamless roof

DAYS to get this!

v/ 10 Year Material & Labor
No Leak Guarantee.

v/ Work Performed On Site
At Your Location Or Qurs!

- A
888-841-1010
www.ruroofingsolutions.com
Call for FREE Information Kit

The Last
ROOF You'll

Ever Need!
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PROSINE 2.0

Xantrex

Pro Watt SW Pure Sine Series

These models are equipped with a
double GFCl outlet, built-in display,
USB port and an optional in-line
15-amp transfer relay. A remote on/
off switch is offered, which allows
the user to control the inverter from
inside the motorhome. The transfer
relay simply plugs into the front of
the inverter and allows you to pull
one circuit from the breaker box to
supply power to an appliance from
shorepower or the inverter. Perfect
for TV, satellite receivers and DVD
players.

Available in models rated at 540,
900 and 1,800 watts with pricing at
$270, $392 and $587, respectively.
Protected by a two-year
warranty.

Xantrex’s flagship PROsine
2.0 2,000-watt inverter/
charger is a pure sine wave
unit with a three-stage battery
charging circuit. It has a
built-in 30-amp transfer
switch and a remote panel.

This PROsine 2.0 sells for
$2,098 and has a two-year
warranty.

The Freedom 2,000-watt
inverter/charger, model 458,
features a three-stage battery

xantrex ¢

conditioning circuit, filtered modified
sine wave output, built-in transfer
switch and an optional remote panel.
The 2,000-watt unit is priced at
$1,495, while the 2,500-watt version
goes for $2,083. Both are covered by a
two-year warranty.

For those who want the benefits
of a higher pure sine wave output,
the Xantrex Freedom SW series is
available. It has a built-in transfer
switch, three-stage battery charging,
an optional remote panel with auto
generator start, and sequence power
manager. The SW is available in
2,000- and 3,000-watt sizes, sells for
$2,090 and $2,378 respectively, and is
protected by a 30-month warranty.

FREEDOM 458




TRAVELASSIST 15 NOT A
MEDICAL INSURANGE PLAN.

IT°S A GET YOU, YOUR FAMILY,
YOUR PETS AND YOUR RIG
BAGK HOME SAFE PLAN.

Plans start

at just

A 87999
Good Sam Travel Assist Benefits Include:

» Emergency Medical Evacuation » Transportation Home After Stabilization
* RV/Vehicle Return Service » Travel Companion Benefits
» Prescription Replacement Assistance * Pet Return Assistance

CALL OR CLICK T0 JOIN!

=
GoodSamTravelAssist.com | (520 Ly GOOd sam

TravelAssist [#

This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Plan Description carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions, and limitations. GTA35785 - 1114




HWLLAND

Motor Homes

Excel Fifth Wheel
1-800-221-7197

Website:
www.holland-motorhomes.com

Holland MI 49423

Holland Motorhomes, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card

SILENT POWER
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INVERTER

Magnum Inverters

The Magnum line of inverters is
available in several watt ratings and
offers some interesting features. At
the top end of the scale, Magnum

has introduced its Hybrid MSH3012M
pure sine wave inverter. The Hybrid
is designed to run concurrently with
small AC generators to provide higher
wattage power. Most inverters rely
on a transfer switch that allows the
motorhome’s appliances and acces-
sories to run on 120-volt AC power
from the campground utility hookup
or from the onboard generator. Using
hybrid technology, the Magnum
allows the inverter to recharge the
batteries when there’s surplus power
available or to work with 120-volt AC
power from the hookup or generator
and combine the energy for higher
loads. The Hybrid has a 3,000-watt
rating and offers five-stage charging,
including equalization and a propri-
etary Battery Saver mode. An optional
remote panel is available. The Hybrid
is protected by a three-year warranty
and has a $2,779 price tag.

The company’s MMS 1012 series
pure sine wave inverter/charger is
rated at 1,000 watts, has a built-in
transfer switch and can be ordered
with a remote panel. It sells for $1,199
and carries a two-year warranty.

The MS 2000-20B, also a pure
sine wave unit, is rated at 2,000 watts
and features a 100-amp charger. The
use of two optional circuit breakers
eliminates the need for a sub panel.
Optional remote on/off switch with
display is available. Price is $2,099

SHORE AGS METER SETUP TECH

¥

MAGNUM
ME-RC REMOTE

HYBRID
MSH3012M

and there’s a 2,800-watt model (MS
2812) that goes for $2,479. The MS
2812 includes a three-year warranty.
For those looking to run smaller
accessories that can handle a
modified sine wave, the MM 612
is good for 600 watts. An optional
remote panel is available and the
unit sells for $529 with a two-year
warranty.

NATURE POWER
1,000-WATT

Nature Power Inverters
Camping World offers a number of
Nature Power modified and pure
sine wave inverters at value pricing.
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For those who like the
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—
Coach SN :
House's ; :
patented !
one-piece

’

I!and-lai.d PLATINUM
fiberglass Ford E-450 Super Duty chassis

shell | 4
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\

| i
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Mercedes Sprinter chassis

~—

Coach House® makes a quieter, more durable RV

ost motorhome bodies are Our one-piece shell is more costly e Professionally decorated interiors
M made of multiple pieces of fiber- and difficult to make, but we wouldn't with solid-surface countertops,
glass that are joined together have it any other way. Nor would our porcelain toilets, name-brand
— and every joint is a potential leak or loyal customers, some of whom are now appliances, 32-inch HDTV, and
squeak. driving their fourth or even fifth Coach more.

Coach House is different. The Coach  House motorhome! e Choice of chassis: Ford E-450 (gas)
House Platinum® and Platinum II1® are Beyond the unique one-piece shell, or Mercedes Sprinter (diesel).
constructed with a patented one-piece  here are some of the other factors that * Nationwide warranty service.
hand-laid fiberglass shell, reinforced make the downsized Platinum and e High ratings for ride and safety.
is quieter and more durable than one * More standard features than any

manufactured in the traditional way. other motorhome in their class.

e

with carbon fiber. The result is an RV that  Platinum Il your best motorhome value:

3

BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE! . VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT

Coach House motorhomes are sold direct from the Seeing is believing. That is why we invite you to visit the
factory — there is no middleman. The “Coach House
Buying Experience” includes: personal attention from
courteous employees; a generous trade-in allowance
for your current RV; on-the-spot financing (for qualified

buyers); and instruction in how to operate your new RV.

about one hour south of Tampa. You are welcome to

| visit during regular business hours to examine the latest
models on display in our spacious showroom. Guided
factory tours are also available; please call ahead.

COACH HOUSE, INC. 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE - NOKOMIS, FL 34275 (941)485-0984 TOLL-FREE 1-800-235-0984
VISIT US ONLINE AT www.coachhouserv.com- PLANT TOURS AVAILABLE. PLEASE CALL AHEAD.




SILENT POWER

Models that offer a modified sine OutBack Power Inverters —
wave have a front panel with LED The FX series inverters are available

readouts, a double AC outlet and an in 2,000- or 2,500-watt configurations.

optional remote on/off switch. The A pure sine wave RV/Marine model

top modified sine wave model is rated ~ features a 30-amp transfer switch, an

at 3,000 watts and sells for $599.99. intelligent battery-charging system

Right below that model is a 1,000-watt  and a five-year warranty. Prices start
inverter that carries a $149.99 price at $1,633.

tag and the smaller, 400-watt model
is $69.99. All of these inverters
feature a one-year warranty.

Nature Power’s Basic pure sine
wave inverters have 400-, 1,000- and
2,000-watt ratings and are priced at
$199.99, $399.99, and $499.99, re-
spectively. The company’s higher end,
pure sine wave 2,000-watt inverter is
equipped with a 50-amp, three-stage
charging system and an automatic
transfer switch; it sells for $1,299.99.
For those needing up to 3,000 watts
of power, the top model ($2,499.99)

OUTBACK FX
SERIES

GO POWER!
INVERTER

has a 150-amp, three-stage battery FAMILY
charger, an automatic transfer switch
and a remote panel.
. -
innovations 14th-Annual Charity Raffle Go Power! (GP)
housing GP pure sine wave inverters include a

remote panel, a dual GFCI outlet, front
LED display and a one-year warranty.
The 300-watt model is priced at $244,
the 600-watt model is $436 and a

a New Winnebago ~g 1,500-watt version goes for $728.
Adventurer Motorhome ’ The bigger counterparts, at 2,000 or
_— e . 3,000 watts, are priced at $1,048 and
— O ALy $1,553, respectively. @
p—— . A ,553, respectively.

a Quarter ofa Million Dollars in Cash! |

3 w_. " ‘. .__' )
\-/\/ ) Go Power!/Carmanah Technologies Corp.

Sources

Tickets Only
$100.00 Each Magnum Energy Inc./
No More Than 7,500 ’ Sensata Technologies

| Tickets Will Be Sold [ | 425-353-8833, www.magnumenergy.com

Drawing Will Be Al
August 31st, 2015 7.V Nature Power Products

800-588-0590,
www.naturepowerproducts.com

866-247-6527, http://gpelectric.com

OutBack Power
360-435-6030, www.outbackpower.com

Xantrex
800-670-0707, www.xantrex.com

Innovations Housing, Circle 120 on Reader Service Card
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PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT!

S —

Seat Covers
by RV Desig_r

. |

¢ Two-tone leather-like fabric; rich look
and long wear

e Padded seat and back with pockets

e Pet-friendly — easy to clean with
damp cloth

e Comes in 2-pack

CA037710

Unequalled Reliability and Function
Elegant Look and Feel

RV Designer Lifetime Commitment
Easy Installation

Durable Construction designed with RV
Travel in Mind

Weather Resistant '
DeSlgner

Copyright © 2015, RV Designer. All rights reserved

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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/Coleman§/ SAVE on coLEMAN® GEAR

285" sq. of
cooking surface

Acadia
Charcoal Grill

Gladiator
2-Burner Stove

Lantern

4-in-1 -

Outdoor Table o

Grill Accessories

¢ Griddle 13" x 13"

* Big Griddle 26/," x 13"

« Grated Griddle 13" x 13"
« Duffel Bag

- -

-

Height adjusts to
144", 274" or 32",

Tabletop
Charcoal Grill

Fold N Go
Grill

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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PRODUCT EVALUATION WINEGARD RAYZAR AUTOMATIC

By Bob Livingston

Rayzar

Sharp

Winegard's new auto-
matic amplified broad-
cast dome looks like a
mini satellite dish but

brings In crystal-clear
local HDTV signals

dd ree TV” has a nice
ring to it. The idea of
receiving local program-

ming via over-the-air broadcasting

is appealing to those who prefer not
to incur a monthly service charge for
watching TV. Many RV parks offer
cable TV hookups, but the signal could
be coming from a far-off location and
be void of local programming, which
is useful when in unfamiliar places.
Once the feds mandated that all TV
broadcasters convert to a digital signal
in 2009, the paradigm changed for the
better — a lot better.

High-definition programming is
now the norm, and most owners rely
on batwing antennas to pull in the
signals. While that works OK, and a
few other suppliers offer more sophis-
ticated antennas, Winegard has taken
this segment to the next level with
its new Rayzar Automatic Amplified
Broadcast HDTV Antenna.

The Rayzar Automatic looks like

Winegard's Rayzar broadcast antenna sits smartly on the roof of any motorhome. Its low
profile helps blend in to the exterior lines, and the dome can be ordered in black or white.

The dome is 15"z inches in diameter and weighs only 42 pounds. Made of UV-protected plastic,
the dome is designed to withstand years of outdoor exposure.

a mini satellite dish, and works using
similar principles. It employs state-
of-the-art electronics to bring in the
most channels. For example, it's easy
to find a signal or two using just about
any antenna, but the Rayzar computes
the best antenna position to bring

in highest number of signals, auto-
matically. And it's designed to bring

in signals that are more distant. It has
an ultra-low noise amplifier to boost
signal strength resulting in minimal
picture pixelation.

When a search is initiated, the
antenna rotates automatically in a
direction that allows for the most
channel availability. It typically takes
around two to three minutes to go
through the search process, and when
the optimum number of TV frequen-
cies is found, a figure will show up
on the display screen. From here, a
scan is initiated in the TV, which will

determine how many stations can
actually be viewed. The sub channels
affect this process and the frequency
figure on the display screen will likely
be different from channels that are
watchable.

During our test, we positioned the
RVin a location where we knew it was
difficult to receive broadcast signals.
The readout showed 20 frequencies,
but only six channels were watchable.
Those channels were crystal clear
and the picture was HD-quality. One of
the channels was pixelating a little, so
the manual control was used to move
the antenna slightly and fine-tune the
signal. Pushing the Search button
again returns the antenna to the
Automatic Search Mode.
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PRODUCT EVALUATION WINEGARD RAYZAR AUTOMATIC

Once we relocated to a more
populated area, the frequencies were
vast, with dozens of channels to watch.

The control panel, which replaces
an existing batwing antenna coun-
terpart, is loaded with features to
keep the user informed of available
frequencies and antenna position-
ing. Red and green LEDs indicate
antenna position and will blink when
the antenna is rotating. The on/off
button has the same function found on
batwing antenna controls, activating
the amplifier, which will lock out the
cable signal when on.

Winegard specifically designed
the aftermarket kit to retrofit existing

[1] The original crank mechanism in the ceiling
is removed, exposing a rod, which will pull
out with the batwing antenna body. [2] The
existing control panel is removed from the
ceiling or wall, [2A] exposing the coaxial cables
and power wires. [2B] To make life easier,

batwing antennas. Included in the box
is all the necessary hardware to plug
any holes left by the batwing antenna;
there’s even a ceiling plate to cover
the hole vacated by the old antenna
crank-up mechanism. The intention
of the installation design is to remove
the existing antenna and place the
new dome in the same location. A roof
plate handles the modifications up
top. But that may not be possible, as
we found out. There are very specific
instructions for locating the dome and
it must not be farther than 30 feet from
the control panel (a 20-foot coaxial
cable is included and recommended
for optimum performance) and have

2

painter’s tape can be used to mark the coaxial
cables and power wires after identifying and
removing from the existing control panel.

[3] Sealant must be peeled off the batwing
antenna base before removal. A sharp putty
knife makes the job a little easier, but use

the necessary clearance from the front
and side of the motorhome roof. In our
case, we needed to move the dome
away from the original location to meet
these requirements, which was easily
accomplished, but left the roof plate
exposed — not a big deal.

In the end, the dome sits nicely on
the roof and has a low enough profile
so it looks integrated into the design of
the RV. Performance and ease of use
are exceptional, and there’s no risk
of leaving a batwing antenna up when
on the road. The Rayzar is available at
Camping World for $399 and comes in
black or white.

Here’s how the installation went:

2A

caution not to cut into the roof, especially if it's
rubber. [4] Once the old putty is cleared from
the base of the batwing antenna, the screws
are removed. Using a screw gun facilitates this
process.
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PRODUCT EVALUATION WINEGARD RAYZAR AUTOMATIC

[5]1 The batwing antenna should peel off the
roof easily, but use caution not to lift the
rubber membrane, if so equipped. Pull up
the base to clear the inner rod from the hole
in the roof. [6] The existing coaxial cable is
disconnected from the batwing antenna,
which is removed from the roof at this point.
[7] Choosing a location for the dome requires
a few measurements. The dome needs a

minimum of 182 by 18% inches of space for
the installation. It needs to be 12 inches from
the edge of the RV and at least 24 inches from
the front of vehicle, and clear of nearby ob-
structions. When installing on a Class C, take
the dimensions of the engine hood into con-
sideration. [8] The roof plate is positioned over
the hole used to mount the batwing antenna. In
a perfect world, the new dome can be placed

over this plate, but in our case, the required
clearances would not allow for that position-
ing. [9] Rubber-roof lap sealer is applied to the
back of the roof plate. Make sure to use the
proper sealant for the type of roof material.
[10] The roof plate is screwed down onto the
roof after routing the connecting coaxial cable
from the control box. In this case, the original
cable was long enough.
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PRODUCT EVALUATION WINEGARD RAYZAR AUTOMATIC

[11] Once the roof plate is screwed down, a
line of lap sealer is applied to the edges and
over the screw heads. Lap sealer will fill in
openings and surfaces that are not level.
Control the bead and don’t over-apply the
sealant. [12] After locating the dome to its
permanent home, make sure the coaxial-
cable connection is facing the back of the
motorhome. In this case the dome was placed
next to the roof plate. [13] Mounting the dome
to the roof is a simple process. Mark the

location of the feet and [13A] move the dome
to the side to apply lap sealer on the area.
[13B] Carefully place the dome’s feet over
the sealant and attach to the roof using the
provided screws; apply sealant around the
edges on the screw heads. [14] The ceiling
plate does a nice job of covering the hole left
by the batwing antenna crank mechanism. [15]
Previously marked coaxial cables and power
wires are connected to the Rayzar control
box. In this case, the original batwing antenna

i

was not a Winegard brand unit, but the wiring
is similar. [16] The final step is installing the
Rayzar control box in the same location as the
original panel. The new box will easily cover
the hole in the wall or ceiling. 00

Winegard
800-288-8094, www.winegard.com
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QU |CK TlpS INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FROM OUR READERS

[ ] (]
Parking Pipes
Although I lost my wife, co-pilot and navigator a few years ago, | still travel in my
motorhome and continue to enjoy the lifestyle. Since | no longer have someone to guide
my 36-foot coach into RV sites in a position that allows room for the slideouts, | came
up with a great solution that cost me only a few dollars: | made two guides out of scrap
wood and PVC sprinkler pipe.

The front guide is a couple inches longer than the distance the slideout protrudes
from the coach. | hold the base of the guide horizontally on the side of the coach so it
allows me to see the distance | will need for the slideout. (This works great with older,
narrow sites.) | then place the guide on the ground at the point | want the front of the
coach to be when parked.

The rear guide has a horizontal pipe attached to the vertical pipe and is placed
where the rear of the coach should be. When backing, | look into the rearview mirror
and when the coach touches the horizontal pipe, and moves it a bit, | know | am in the
correct parking position.

In addition, | attached reflective tape on the tip of each vertical pipe. If arriving
after dark, | attach a small LED flashlight to the side of the coach (with hook-and-loop
fastener] so | can see the movement of the rear guide on the reflective tape as | back in.
Once done, | store the flashlight on the dashboard of the coach using hook and loop so
it is always available and within easy reach.

Because no PVC glue was used, the guides come apart for easy storage. | attached
the pipe to a wood base using an epoxy that was compatible with both wood and plastic.
Jerry Rosen | Hacienda Heights, California i

GPS Grabber

| love the convenience a GPS offers for routing my trips. However, my GPS unit’s
suction cup will not stick to my motorhome’s textured dashboard, and mounting
it on the windshield puts it out of reach, so | built a mount to hold it upright. My
co-pilot can remove the unit (which is stuck to the white mounting plate] with
one hand to change the settings, and then slide the mounting plate back into the
bracket without having to mess with the suction cup.

Robert Falk | Sequim, Washington

Coftee Cabinet

Our Roadtrek motorhome came with a built-in coffeemaker that took up too much
space. Add that to the fact that we prefer French-press coffee, and you can see
that the drip coffeemaker had to go. The original built-in coffeemaker slid out

of its housing easily enough; we then built a small cupboard to fill the space left
behind. As a bonus, we found a magnetic dry-erase board that was the correct
size to fit the new cupboard’s door. Now we have a place for photos, notes and our
grocery list.

Rhonda van Heyst | Edmonton, Alberta, Canada @

1
YN Have an Idea? quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your DIY ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750
A (~ Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Be sure to include any photos,
- illustrations or drawings. If your tip is selected for publication, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN.
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HANDS-ON | COACH & POWER TRAIN

By Bob Livingston

li‘ PLUMBING

Cost: $32%
Time: 20 minutes
Difficulty: 2/10

The Atwood conversion kit is a
pretty simple deal, taking only 20
minutes or so to swap out the existing
thermostat. Fortunately, the stock
thermostat is right in front of the
hot-water tank, accessible by opening
the access door on the side wall. It
lives under a thin protective foam
cover that must be cut with a razor
knife after removing the existing two
brown wires (identified accordingly on
the foam cover). Once cut, the foam
material can be lifted out of the way
and saved for reinstallation after the
new thermostat is in place.

While it’s not difficult, removing

Adjusting Hot Water

Replacement thermostat for Atwood water heaters
allows users to dial in a comfortable temperature

t one time, hot-water tanks were fitted with adjustable ther-
Amostats. Current models are preset and for many people
the temperature is just too hot for comfort. For those
motorhomes equipped with an Atwood hot-water tank, there’s an

adjustable thermostat kit offered by the company that doesn't get
much advertising fanfare and sells for only $32 online.

the existing thermostat can be a bit
tricky since it's held in place by a
spring-loaded bayonet mount. Turning
the old thermostat should free it from
the mounting tabs. Once out, it can be
put in your toolbox to use as a spare, if
necessary — or offered to a neighbor
experiencing a thermostat failure.

We experienced no difficulty
locking in the new adjustable
thermostat since we've done this job
many times, but it does take some
coordination to keep the spring,
cage-type bracket and thermostat
together. While it's possible the tabs
can be seated by squeezing and

pushing the bracket, we used a small
screwdriver to nudge it into place.
Those doing it for the first time may
stumble during the first attempts

to seat the thermostat. The most
important part of the installation

is making sure the flat side of the
thermostat is snug up against the tank.

Once the thermostat is in place,
pigtails are connected to the brown
wires and the connectors slid onto the
terminals. The pigtails are necessary
because the terminals on the stock
thermostat are wider. After putting
the protected foam back in place
(there should be enough adhesive to
stick), the install is done.

Adjusting the thermostat takes
some trial and error because the
reference marks on the outer ring
are only red lines and letters. A
small screwdriver is used to adjust
temperature and it's best to place
the indicator at the halfway mark as
a starting point. From here, it's just
a matter of using the hot water and
making adjustments to suit personal
tastes — and enjoying the newfound
comfort. @

Atwood Mobile, 800-546-8759,
www.atwoodmobile.com

\
A\
_;* p-T ONLY

Flg b

Photos: Bob Livingston

[1]1 The location of the stock thermostat is
clearly marked. [2] Once the protective foam
is cut and peeled off, the thermostat is twisted
and removed from the panel. [3] A cage-type
bracket holds the adjustable thermostat and
spring in place while the tabs are seated and
backside positioned against the tank. [4]
Pigtails reduce the size of the terminals used
to connect the new thermostat. [5] A small
screwdriver is used to adjust the temperature.

RN BRN
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If you don’t have a
Multipure Water Filter,
YOU are the water filter.

Multipure has the broadest NSF
Certification of any filter on the market.

Protect yourself and your family
with a Multl%lure solid carbon block
water filtration system.

e Top rated by leading
consumer magazines.

e Great for home and /or RV.

¢ Countertop or below sink.

® 10¢/gallon vs. bottled water.

e Lifetime housing warranty.

* 90 day money-back guarantee.

Call or visit our website today
Joel Saxe, Ind Distributor #125635
(503) 313-6977
WaterFiltersForLife.com
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CalMark Cover Co.
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100% Guarantee
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o never leak!
o
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from applying while in motion
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We manufacture an Air Operated

Park Brake System that is a much
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S‘ys fem you currently have
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Call Brazel's RV Performance for more
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Brake problem, we have the solution!
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M4 Retrofit LED Lights
Easy Retrofit LED Bulbs for
all Motorhomes & Trailers
Save 80% of your Battery Power

and Reduce Heat!
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’ Priority Mail Shipping!
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Made Specifically for RVs
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If you want a basic, reliable
towed vehicle brake system,
here it is. The

Ready Brake

s Supplemental
Surge Brake
# Lifetime Guarantee

* Works with any brand of tow bar
= Call us or buy from any dealer

www.readybrake.com

”ﬂ 800-933-3372
RV PRODUCTS INC Since 1996

NEVER WAX AGAIN

Easy 2-step process. Wipe
on, let dry. Looks like new,
lasts over 12 months.
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INTRODUCING THE NEW

KING TAILGATER
& KING QUEST

PORTABLE OR ROOF-MOUNTABLE SATELLITE TV ANTENNAS.

|

dish

L=}

DIRECTY

4 KING Gailgaber }KlNG QUEST

VQ4500 e VQ4100

FOR USE WITH DISH® FOR USE WITH DIRECTV®

® Fully Automatic, Simple Set-up ¢ Portable or Roof-Mount Ready
e Supports Multiple TV Viewing*
® Compact, Lightweight Design (13.5” x 18.75” x 17" / 7.51bs)

SMALLER, LIGHTER AND EASIERTHAN EVER.

Whether you want a portable antenna (with built-in handle) or roof mounted satellite
antenna, you can get either with the new KING Quest or KING Tailgater. No additional
hardware needed! KING Quest works with DIRECTV and KING Tailgater works with DISH.
Just choose the KING antenna that’s right for you. It’s never been easier to stay
connected and get satellite TV service anywhere you go! From a trusted name and leader

in the mobile satellite TV industry, KING.

kingcontrols.com

DISH® & Tailgater® are registered trademarks of DISH Network, L.L.C.
DIRECTV® is a registered trademark of DIRECTV, LLC. KING" is a
trademark of Electronic Controlled Systems Inc.

*Must be on same satellite.
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TECH SAVVY

COACH & POWERTRAIN

By Ken Freund

Transmission Position

While Towing

| have just read that a 2010 Jeep Wrangler
must be placed in PARK while being flat towed.
| own a 2006 four-wheel-drive Jeep Liberty,
and in the past, | have flat-towed it with the
four-wheel transfer case in NEUTRAL and also the trans-
mission in NEUTRAL. By doing this am | harming the trans-
mission? Should | be putting the transmission in PARK
instead? Thanks for any help.
Russell Armstrong | Henderson, Nevada

A Russell, always refer to the owner’s manual for
towing recommendations. The transmission should
be in PARK if it is an automatic and in gear if it is a manual
gearbox. When a transfer case like yours is being towed,
a small lubrication pump inside is spun by the driveshaft.
However, due to the viscosity of the oil in it, even in
NEUTRAL the back of the transmission may be driven
(turned) somewhat. (Often it is not enough to cause
damage, but you're taking a chance.) The reason this is
not good is that many automatic transmissions generally

don’t receive sufficient

lubrication if they are

towed, as opposed

to being driven. A

manual gearbox in

NEUTRAL doesn’t spin

the cluster gear,

which circulates oil on

its teeth up onto the

other gears and parts.

Most automatic trans-

missions rely on the front pump, which is engine-driven,
to circulate cooling and lubricating fluid. The automatic
won't spin internally if it is placed in PARK. | recommend
using HIGH gear instead of FIRST on manual gearboxes,
because if the transfer case ever gets bumped out of
NEUTRAL, it won’t over-rev the engine while being towed.
| have seen this happen a number of times, which is why
| suggest using HIGH gear instead of FIRST to keep the
transmission from spinning.

Tire Failure

While driving, the left inside dual

tire came apart on my 27-foot
Lazy Daze motorhome just south of
Susanville, California. The tire was
original equipment on the motorhome,
which was about 5 years old. The
motorhome is parked for about six
months of the year, and | park the
tires on 2-by-6 wood planks nailed to
Yi-inch plywood so they don't sit on
the wet ground (in case of rain). | keep
the tires covered and inflated to 80
Psl, as indicated on the door placard.
| thought they would last longer than
this. Am | doing something wrong?
Would the tires last longer if | jacked
the motorhome up? | would appreciate
any advice you can offer, as the new
Michelins cost about $292 each out the
door at my tire dealer.
Kent Williams | Hesperia, California

| know that parking the tires on
top of boards is recommended
by many folks as a way to protect tires
and to keep them from sitting in water
for an extended period. However,
sitting in one spot for six months every
year can be really tough on tires.
Parking in one spot causes flat spots
on the tires and they often form cracks
in the rubber at the point of contact.
| recommend moving it at least a few
feet every couple months. I've seen
many vehicles that sat still for a long
time during storage and repairs,
restoration, etc., suffer a series of
tire failures after sitting for extended
periods.

Although your coach may have
been only around 5 years old, the tires
could have been ayear or two older
from sitting in a warehouse, etc.,
before installation. Tire manufacturers

generally recommend replacement
after about seven years. It would be
necessary to read the DOT date codes
stamped on the tire sidewalls, which
are a four-digit number. The first two
numbers are the week; the second pair
of numbers are the last two digits of
the year. (For example, 3008 would be
the 30th week of 2008.)

The pictures you sent me show that
the tread peeled partly off the carcass.
This can happen due to heat, and this
process is accelerated if a tire everis
run with pressure that is too low. This
might occur if inflation was overlooked
sometime, or pressure was lost due
to a slow leak, etc. The tire may be
weakened and the failure may occur
later on. It's also best to weigh each
corner and inflate the tires according
to the load-inflation tables provided by
the tire manufacturer for that specific
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tire, based on the actual weight it is
carrying fully loaded.

Diesel Won't Start When Hot
We have a 1999 Georgie Boy
Cruise Master motorhome. It has
a 5.9-liter Cummins diesel engine.
For the last three years | have been
fighting a starting problem. The engine

starts great when it's cold, but when it
gets up to operating temperature and

| shut it off, wait a little and try to start
it again, it won't start until after it has
cooled down. My diesel mechanic said
the electronics on the main pump were
breaking down when it is at running
temperature. | changed the pump, but
that didn’t help. | then changed the lift
pump, but it still won’t start when it

by Bilstein.

- YOUR FIRST SOURCE FOR RV
CHASSIS PERFORMANCE!
We Specialize in Diesel Pushers

Introducing the latest REK-206

ride enhancement kit for the

Freightliner XC platform

o Drastically reduce body
roll at both low and high speeds.

o Greatly reduce driver fatigue and increase comfort.

o Eliminate nose dive under braking.

 Excellent maneuverability at road speed, no more “tail wag”.

o Custom tuned SEI Platinum Series shocks 60mm front and
46mm rear manufactured exclusively for Source Engineering Inc.

* No more being pushed around by trucks or windy conditions.

541-343-0293 ¢ www.RV-CHASSIS.com

is at operating temperature. | took it
to a Cummins shop to scan and they
said it looks like a bad main pump.
A solid $250 later they changed the
main pump again! It still won't start
when it’s at operating temperature.
The crankshaft position sensor was
changed, and also the starter, but
nothing has helped. I'm going broke on
this Cummins, can you help please?
Walt Johnson | Bayview, Idaho

It makes sense that the elec-

tronics fail when hot and start
working when they cool down, but if
the engine cranks over at a normal
speed at operating temperature but
won't start, the starter should not
have been changed. Whoever sold you
on that should refund your money.
When a diesel engine is warm and
has good compression and cranks
over normally, but won't start, it
pretty much has to be a fuel delivery
problem.

I'm surprised and disappointed that

1B T

EMade in 'l_J
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America’s Fresh Water Supply Hose

A complete line of water supply hoses
to meet every travel need.

* Proudly made in America *

Certmed to
NSF ANSI 61

Tested and
Certified by

NSF
International

Guaranteed No Kink or Tangle
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. WINNEBAGO JOURNEY, TOUR, VISTA, FORZA, SIGHTSEER, ADVENTURER, ACCESS, OUTLOOK, ASPECT, VIA, VIEW, ERA, TREND, TRAVATO « COACHMEN CROSS COUNTRY, MIRADA .

~ OUR LOW-PRICE GUARANTEE: WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD!

Here's how it works: Shop around. Get your best deal.
We will match or beat any written offer on an identical unit from our stock.

HOME OF THE HAPPY CAMPER

TWO CONVENIENT FLORIDA LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

Please note: Not all brands are available at both locations. Please call!

1. SARASOTA
TAMPA

RRWORLY RMWORLD

INC.OF NOKOMIS

RV‘WORLD - B TR

OF LAKELAND

| N (o, OF NOKOMI S LAURELRD. 1 yers

21} 193¢ @ o>
ﬁ 2 MILES m
2110 N. Tamiami Trail - Nokomis, FL 34275 940 Lakeland Park Center Drive (formerly Crevasse St.)
(Between Sarasota and Venice on U.S. 41) Lakeland, FL 33809 (I-4 Exit 32)
(941) 966-2182 - Toll Free 1-800-262-2182 (863) 853-9177 - Toll-free 1-877-663-7506

E-mail: info@rvworldinc.com ¢ Web site: www.rvworldinc.com

Turn your RV into $$9. Sell it. Consign it. Trade it. CALL MARK A. SANTANGELO AT 1-800-262-2182
COACH HOUSE PLATINUM, PLATINUM 1I, ARRIVA e RIVERSIDE WHITEWATER, CLASSIC & RETRO ® GREAT WEST LEGEND SE, LEGEND EX ¢ PLEASANT VALLEY T@B
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the Cummins dealer didn’t stick with
the problem and fix it. They should be
looking for fuel delivery at the injectors
when the engine is being cranked
when it is warm. There is a module
which provides an OK-to-start signal,
which can be affected by a blown or
corroded fuse, so check all the fuses.
A starting problem can also be
caused by a leak in either the inlet or

the return side of the fuel system. This
type of leak can allow air to enter the
injection pump resulting in starting
issues. A rubber hose connecting the
pump to the steel hard line can be the
source of this kind of leak. Also, follow
the lines from the tank to the engine.

I'd like to hear from readers who
have experienced this problem and
solved it.

Happy Travels 101

AUTOFORMERS

Q: Which RV Owner Has
.a Hughes Autoformer?

A: %‘ire BRIGHT One

- \ ENG,
o5 /%

“aDg m“\

B

To get yours today, visit
www.hughesautoformers.com
888-540-1504

2014 HA. All Rights Reserved.

Mold Concerns
We have encountered a bit of
mold in our 2007 32-foot Class
A motorhome. Mold is present on the
ceiling in the kitchen, and the bottom
of a cabinet is black with mold under
the vinyl cover. All the wood is overlaid
with a white vinyl product instead
of being painted, stained, etc. What
should we do to stop the mold?
Thomas Jackson | Gainesville, Florida

First, you need to determine

where the moisture that is
causing the mold is coming from. A
humid climate, especially a warm
one, can allow mold to grow inside
a motorhome quite easily. During
storage, it is helpful to use a dehumidi-
fier or desiccant product to keep the
air inside the coach dry, and you may
also consider opening the roof vents
and using a roof vent cover to allow
air to circulate. Beyond that, make
sure there are no points of entry for

America’s #1 Choice for RV Protection

Protect Your RV From Damage

Dometic's RV Slide Topper Keeps Off Rain,

Twigs, and Mildew

M Easy installation - save time and money

M Reflects heat to keep indoor areas cooler

B Anti-billow device keeps fabric snug — even when closed

M Time-tested reliability
M Vinyl or metal weathershield

M Polar white, black, or satin fabric and hardware colors -».

/,..'—*

Sleeker Slide Topper hardware comes in

polarwhlte black, silver, or champagne colors

@ Dometic

CampingWorld.com | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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moisture inside the motorhome, such
as a roof or appliance leak. Mold on
surfaces can often be removed with
cleaning products that include bleach-
but remember, mold can be hazardous
to your health. If you are not com-
fortable removing it, there are many
companies that offer mold and mildew
removal services. You should be able
to find one in your area.

Cab Heater Comment

I’'m responding to “Motorhome Cab
Heater Issue” in the February issue. |
own a 1999 Damon Ultrasport DP. The
coolant circulates from the rear diesel
engine, in a supply line and a return
line, to the cabin heat exchanger. In
each line (underneath the coach) there
is a shut-off valve. If these valves are
closed (normal summertime travel) no
heated coolant will reach the heater
core. This is worth checking.

Richard Davis | Houston, Texas

Even if a valve was partly closed
this could cause a lack of heat.
Conversely, this is also a good thing
to check in the hot weather too; make
sure the valves are closed so the
air conditioner doesn't have to fight
against the heater in the cab.

Sprinter Towing

| own a 2010 ltasca Reyo on
m a Sprinter chassis. I've been
considering towing a two-door Jeep
Wrangler, but am unable to find
sufficient information on the Reyo’s
tow rating. I've found contradict-
ing information and am hoping you
could clarify this for me. What is the
maximum tow rating for the Reyo? The
Jeep weighs about 4,000 pounds.
Jim Bartuska | Orland Park, Illinois

Your coach has a gross combina-
m tion weight rating (6cwr] of 15,250
pounds, which is the maximum amount
that the motorhome and any vehicle
you tow behind it can weigh together.
The gross vehicle weight rating (6vwr]
of your coach, which is the maximum
it can weigh fully loaded by itself, is

11,030 pounds. These numbers are
available on the www.winnebagoind
.com website.

You should weigh the motorhome
on a truck scale when it is fully loaded,
fueled up and with passengers, then
subtract that scale weight from the
GCWR. This would give you the amount
you can tow.

There is one more caveat. The
hitch receiver is rated for a maximum
of 5,000 pounds. So even if you have a
higher capacity according to the Gcwr
calculation, you must not exceed the
receiver rating.

You should also have an auxiliary
braking device in the Jeep.

Diesel Oil Loss

| have a Cummins 1998 ISBin a

Winnebago pusher with 84,000
miles. | would like information about
a diesel engine that wastes oil by
running it out the vent tube. Recently,
while traveling from Michigan to
Florida, | lost half a load of oil. There
must be a way to recover the oil, or
redirect it back to the oil pan. The pros
tell me that starting in 2004 Cummins
added a recovery unit, but mine is the
way it is. The Allison six-speed trans-
mission works well.
Donald Gault | Saginaw, Michigan

Your engine has a crankcase

ventilation road draft tube that is
open to the atmosphere, which was
common practice when this was built.
Recent models have been required to
switch to closed systems due to federal
air pollution regulations. A few years
ago there were a lot of complaints
from owners due to oil loss and the
oily residue coating the radiators
and charge-air cooler assemblies,
which resulted in insulating the heat
exchangers and engine overheating
due to the accumulated crud, dust, etc.
Some owners put an extension hose
on the end of the tube and mounted
a catch can to collect the drips. The
amount of oil you lost is more than is
typical, so you may have a problem
with excessive crankcase blow-by,
which is a condition where combustion

32’TV

Rear Viision System
High Gloss Fiberglass
Power Awning

Heated Holding Tanks

Y
WO-VEAR FACTOR
o WaRRaNTY

$56,988
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Vogt RV Center, Circle 149 on Reader Service Card
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DAVE & LJ's

RV INTERIOR DESIGN

THE NATIONS PREMIER
RV INTERIOR

REMODELING CENTER

' |

|

SHABES

- FLAT SCREEN TV IN
Y FLOORING = CUSTOM
5 Woodland, WA (360

www.daveandljs.com

Dave & LJ RV Interiors, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card

MOBILE SERVICE

RV WINDSHIELD
REPLACEMENT

1-800-808-9762

www.nomadglass.com

Nomad Glass, Circle 121 on Reader Service Card
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pressure gets past the piston rings,
pressurizes the crankcase and blows
out the vent. The engine can be tested
by a Cummins dealer for this. It's also
possible that your engine is being
overfilled with oil. Call Freightliner
Custom Chassis Corp. (800-385-4357)
and Cummins (800-343-7357) to verify
oil capacity and determine if you have
the right dipstick in the engine. Too
much oil causes excessive consump-
tion including out the vent. You will
need your VIN and engine numbers
before calling. They may be able to tell
you what parts are needed to convert
to a later vent system, if it is possible.

Ignition Switch Position
| am dinghy towing a car and
using a BrakeBuddy auxiliary
braking system. What position should
the ignition key be in?  am on my way
to Arizona, so | need to know ASAP.
Jodi Moretz | Via email

Jodi, you didn’t mention what kind

of vehicle you are towing, and
different manufacturers have various
recommendations as to what position
to use. Generally, you must unlock the
steering so the front wheels can turn
from side to side, but you don’t want to
turn on the ignition, as this will quickly
discharge the battery. However, some
recent Jeeps, for example, don’t have a
locking steering column. Many vehicles
also call for certain fuses to be
removed during towing. It's important
from a safety and durability standpoint
to work these things out well before
you set out on a trip. In most cases this
is covered in the owner’s manual.

Auxiliary Cooling Fan

| have a 1991 Fleetwood Searcher

Class C on a Chevrolet G30
chassis. The electric cooling fan in
front of the radiator does not power up
when the A/C is on. My regular repair
shop used my factory GM electrical
manual only to realize that it’s useless
in regard to the fan. They applied
power to it externally and the fan
works. It has a factory connector, but

there’s no power going to the fan from
anyplace they can find. Is it supposed
to come on when the A/C is engaged,
or does it only come on when the
engine/coolant temperature reaches
a point way above normal and where
does it get power from? | took it to an
electrical shop to no avail.

Jeff Simmons | Albuquerque, New Mexico

As | recall, the auxiliary fan on

these models is controlled by a
relay that's triggered by a high coolant
temperature and/or when the A/C
is on (this helps cool the condenser,
which is in front of the radiator, to
help improve air-conditioning per-
formance). If you can’t find a wiring
diagram, follow the wiring back and
try to find the relay and test it. Then
test its inputs from the coolant sensor
and A/C circuits. Alternatively, you
could wire in your own continuous-
duty 30-amp relay to power the fan.
The wire that powers the compressor
clutch can be used to trigger the relay
when the A/C is on. You could also
install a toggle switch under the dash
and run wiring to operate the fan if the
engine gets hot (the overheat circuit
may still be working, but you don’t
know). Put a diode in the wire so that
power from the toggle switch won't
feed back and apply the compressor
clutch.

Refrigerator Goes Off
My coach has a Norcold N842IM
refrigerator that works fine on
LP-gas and electricity when parked,
but when moving it doesn’t cool on
either LP-gas or electricity. The refrig-
erator’s interior temperature reading
starts out between 35 and 40 degrees
Fahrenheit, and when | check it a few
hours later it's 55 to 60 degrees. How
do | remedy this problem?
Charles Travers | Margate, Florida

Your refrigerator is designed to
run on 120 volts AC and/or on
LP-gas. However, when you are driving
down the road, it is not supplied with

120-volt AC power, so it automati-

cally switches over (continued on page 145)
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LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant -- good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

MOTORHOME MOTORCYCLE CARRIER
all aluminum loader, 12 volt system removes
in 90 secs. $2,595 plus cargo deck platform.
mountainmaster.net 623-451-7121

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1931
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401.

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

For Sale - Year Round Deluxe Camping
membership with the ability to camp across US
and Canada for $10-$15 per night. Base camp
located in North Carolina. 828-291-1340

For Sale: MEMBERSHIP to year round camping
resort near Salt Fork Reservoir. Over 117

cabins plus the ability to camp across the US &
Canada for $10-$15/night. Call 740-439-4867

MUST SELL! Yr Rnd Cmpg across US & CAN
Home site @ Rocky Fork Ranch Kimbolton OH
Selling CHEAP b of health. PLEASE CALL
330-844-4502 Don't miss this great deal!

HELP WANTED

DELIVER MOTORHOMES. DRIVERS NEEDED!
Pick up new motorhomes and deliver to dealers.
Top pay. Choose your own trips-drive as much

or as little as you like all across US & Canada.
Free orientation & training. See video:
www.classictransport.com. Email Rhonda

at rblanchard@classictransport.com

or call 866-724-1606 for application & more info.

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village
RV Lots $20s, RV Casitas $120s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

MotorHome ...

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s.

RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT- FROSTPROOF, FL
eDeveloper Close Oute RV Porte Lots 1/2 Price
From $29,950 While They Last.

1-863-635-3685 © www.lilylake.com

INVESTMENTS

EARN 9.6% INTEREST

PER ANNUM

1(855) 306-3223 Toll Free
Not avarlable im some Stales.

LOTS FOR SALE

Big Bend Nat'l Park Area West TX 13.75 Acres
Full Hookup 100amp Elec, Water System, RV
Dump, Phone-Internet-Dish Network, Workshop
$18,500 Call 432-371-2644 or 613-900-5472
nicoleis@mail.com

NC Mountains 2 acres. Mountain Views.
Septic & well. Easy on/off. Asheville

Blue Ridge Parkway on Nature Preserve
$55K. Contact Peter 843-470-0420
pjbatchelor@cs.com

MAIL FORWARDING

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$

NO Wheel Tax/NQ Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us first!

@ Good Sam Club

Join today at
GoodSamClub.com
or call 1.800.234.3450

To advertise in the Classifieds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE
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RV CENTERS

-Wm&ww fmm Z/ew./-
3 Locations in So. California! 800-961-4464
San Marcos-0ff Hwy 78-Camping World
Accessory Store on Site.
Santee - Off Hwy 67 @ Riverford
Palm Desert - Off I-10 @ Washington St.
Over 300 Motorhomes & Towables!
HOLLANDRVCENTERS.COM

2009 Allegro Bus Model QSP, 40° Exc Cond
Spartan, 425 hp, Lux Pg Upgrade, 4 slides,

3 HD TVs, shower/garden tub. 40K miles.
$180,500 - Contact Jim at 972-803-1166 or
jimjeancarter@bellsouth.net

MOTORHOMES WANTED

RVBUYERS
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$RV BUYERS OF AMERICA$
WE BUY YEAR 2003 & NEWER DIESEL
& GAS o FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP
TOLL FREE 1-888-782-8987
www.rvbuyersusa.com
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE

SELL NOW

Fast cash for your Motor Home

CASH FOR YOUR RV!

LAMEsARY

EXPERIENCE LIFE
Buying 2005 and Newer Motorhomes!
www.usedrvpros.com
Call 866-687-2274
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To advertise in the Classifieds contact Katey Purgatorio call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

WE BUY LATE MODEL MOTORHOMES
- INSTANT CASH
- NATIONWIDE PICKUP

CALL JOE:
831-458 6166

LUXURY MOTOR HOMES FOR SALE

888-783-4009 / 813-783-4000
MotorHomeFinders.com

RV CENTERS
Ux S x A

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model motorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign

vogtrv.com - (817) 831-4222

WANTED USED DIESELS
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS
NATIONWIDE PICKUP

(602) 421-3870

1 BUY MOTORHOMES

CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.

I'll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 210-287-2628

1 BUY MOTORHOMES

All Makes & Models, 25 yrs experience,
NATIONWIDE, Top Dollar $$, will BEAT any
bid, Call ME, you will be glad you did!!
Tiffany 361-815-9536

WANTED

Have Cash, Will Travel

2005 & newer gas & diesel coaches

2005 & newer toy hauler

WWW.rvgone.com

Nationwide Pick Up. Toll Free 1-800-669-1807

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or

diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.

Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

NATIONWIDE RV BUYER

Searching for Pre-Owned RVs

Call 303.717.0880 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com
www.rvbuyerswest.com

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes.
All makes and models.No hassles.

For instant cash call Keith Roy

(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

WE BUY MOTORHOMES

2000 & NEWER - Best Prices for Best Coaches
CASH Payment & NATIONWIDE Pick Up
Contact Bill Fishfader @ 1-509-993-0321.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV REGISTRY

WWW.Ivregistry.com

Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners

No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers 800-546-8457

RV FINANCING

THE ORIGINAL RV FINANCING ONLINE 1998
LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE

RV RESORT LOT RENTALS

o
MNDIO

THE ULTIMATE MOTOR COACH RESORT"

OUTDOOR RESORT INDIO is a beautiful Class A
Resort located near sunny Palm springs, CA.

This active luxury adult resort features

free golf, tennis, pickle ball, fitness ctr &

much more. The Ultimate Motor Coach
Experience in the Palm Springs area.
www.orindio.com 1-800-892-2992

RV SPACES FOR RENT

LARGE RV SPACES-Bellflower, CA. 55+ only
1 'mo. min. Pool, billiards, clubhouse, WIFI.
Website: rosewoodland.com/mhp
Rosewoodrvpark@gmail.com 562-867-3227

Register your vehicle in Montana.
Avoid sales tax and
high licensing fees.

Call to speak to a licensed MT
attorney about forming a LLC.

1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES Heggen Law Office, P.C.

www.RVFINANCING.COM (S oo Hegge aLawOffice.com

CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424 Serving cllents i : ’
T (888)777-5032

LIST YOUR RV FOR SALE, BUYERS WAITING

WE WILL FINANCE YOUR RV BUYER

RVs of all types. Diesel, Gas, Trailers, 5ers, Toads 0BI£

e e o\vww.RVclearinghouse.com @

MONTANA FINANCING/INSURANCE

www.RVLLC.COM

www.DIESELPURSHERFORSALE.COM .5

www.TOYHAULERFINANCING.COM GLA&

RV LOTS FOR SALE OR RENT

Scaley Mtn, NC RV Lot w/stream. Private
10 site condo park. EI 3100" gated, paved
storage unit. Restricted to Diesel Pushers.

Sell or rent 1-706-746-5886.

NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass

All makes and models, National warranty

$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC

Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com
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TAX FREE RV -- YOUR TAX SAVINGS EXPERTS
The best RV tax package in Montana. Save
Thousands! Call now to speak to a specialist.
888-441-5741--www.taxfreerv.com

PAY NO SALES TAX

Get the Facts, not the Hype

Speak to an Attorney, not a Salesman

Three Montana Attorneys on Staff

Bennett Law Office, P.C., Missoula, MT
www.bennettlawofficepc.com 866-543-5803

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save
over the past 18 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

RV CARAVANS AND RALLIES
Experience the joy of organized RV Tours
to destinations across the USA, Canada,
Alaska & Qverseas. Maximize your Travel.
800-952-8496 www.fantasyrvtours.com

RV Tours & Rallies across North America
Alaskae®Canada®USAeMexico+Overseas
Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or
call for your FREE Catalog 844-872-7897

Display Classified Advertising Rate

17ad B/W ..o $395
27ad B/W ..o $675

Add $75 for color.

Frequency discounts apply.

Boldface Type

Please note first line is boldface at no
charge. Add $5/line for additional bold type.

Photos

For ad with picture, add $65 (B/W or color
print acceptable; high-resolution digital
image preferred). Limit one photo per ad.

Questions: Phone 847-229-6756
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

COACH & POWERTRAIN

(continued from page 142) to LP-gas. It's
possible the auto changeover part of
the controls isn’t functioning. You can
test this by manually switching it to
LP-gas to see if that works and con-
tinues cooling. Do you get any trouble
codes? It is likely that the flame is
being blown out when you are driv-
ing. After reaching highway speeds,
pull over in a safe place and check for
a flame from the burner. If it is out,
check LP-gas supply and its pressure,
which should be 11 inches water col-
umn. Also, try adjusting the igniter gap
from 1/8 inch to 3/16 inch (when the
unit is off). Some owners also install
shields to block the wind from the
burner area.

Fuel Pump Advice

Hot weather is just around the

corner. We should be reminded
that in-tank fuel pumps are cooled by
the gasoline they are sitting in. Keep in
mind the fuel pump is an electric motor
that creates a certain amount of heat,
and without a lot of fuel to absorb the
heat, a low fuel tank gets rather warm.
Fuel pumps are expensive; | had to buy
one. Now when | am traveling in really
hot weather, | try to keep the tank above
half full. It doesn’t cost more to run on
the top half of the tank and it’s better
than buying a fuel pump.
Lloyd Kurtz | Ellinwood, Kansas

You are correct that the electric

in-tank fuel pumps are cooled and
lubricated by gasoline; however, | don't
know of any studies having been done to
compare longevity of pumps in relation
to fuel level. Some pumps are still going
to fail, but | tend to agree that doing this
can't hurt. @

Contact our experts:

Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750

Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard,

CA 93036 [please include your name,
city and state). Selected letters will be
answered in the magazine, but time does
not permit individual replies.

Since 1917

=rcinkbing

Dealer.

2015 ESSEX NOW AVAILABLE

THE ALL NEW LONDON AIRE
IS BACK FOR 2015!
600 HP, 45 FT. IN LENGTH

Your Dealer For

[ T——_——
NEWMAER
————

* Essex .
* London Aire

* Mountain Aire
* Dutch Star

« Ventana a.,
« Canyon Star 50
* Bay Star —
- Great Prices!

- Award Winning Service!
- New Friends!

FEERINCE

RV BUSINESS

DEALER AWARDS

View Inventory at
WWW.STEINBRING.com

Sales & Service
Garfield, MN
Toll Free 1.877.880.8090
320.834.6333

May 2015 MotorHome

Steinbring Motorcoach, Circle 142 on Reader Service Card
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THE ROAD AHEAD

Don’t Be Cruel!

v;:

By Alan Rider

Be cool and try not to drool as we
) give you the scoop on three tasty
' destinations for ice cream lovers.

month.” I'm not so sure I'd agree (January gets my vote), but | can say without

I n T.S. Eliot's famous poem “The Waste Land,” he wrote, “April is the cruelest

hesitation that the month of May is by far the kindest.

Think about it: All that is right with
the world happens in May. Shorts and
flip-flops come out of winter hiber-
nation, barbecue grills get fired up,
and motorhomers start spreading
out maps and planning their travels.
Best of all, May is the beginning of ice
cream season, which is, as near as
| can figure, the entire reason warm
weather was invented.

If you can relate, allow me to
suggest you waste no time setting
off on your own quest for the perfect
scoop with these three motorhome-
friendly ice cream destinations.

Feeling Full?

It was May 12, 1777, when confectioner
Philip Lenzi ran the first newspaper ad
promising his shop offered ice cream
“almost every day.”

Things have changed, thanks to
individual ice cream purveyors who
have been trying to outdo each other
ever since. Which explains how you
and | have been blessed with desserts
like the Kitchen Sink, from the folks at
Jaxson’s in Dania Beach, Florida (954-
923-4445, www.jaxsonsicecream.com).

Between the name and the fact that
it's only served to parties of four or
more, | can tell you this is no ordinary

We all Scream for Ice Cream ®

Children at the Blue Bunny Ice Cream Parlor in Le Mars, lowa,
known as the Ice Cream Capital of the World. Jaxson’s Ice
Cream serves a one-of-a-kind sundae — the Kitchen Sink.

sundae. Each person gets their choice
of three scoops of any of the shop’s
38 flavors, liberally garnished with
chocolate syrup, whipped cream and
toppings galore. All served up in, yep,
you guessed it, an actual stainless-
steel sink.

Feeling Envious?
When my best friend, Mike — who is the
only other person | know who considers
a pint of ice cream a single-serving
container — called me to gloat about
having just taken the tour at Ben &
Jerry’s Waterbury, Vermont, factory last
fall, | believe | actually growled at him
lice cream withdrawal is not pretty).
When | finally came to my senses,
with the help of a pint of Chubby Hubby
(and yes, | do see the irony in that), |
immediately vowed to add the Ben &
Jerry’s plant tour (866-258-6877, www
.benjerry.com) to my summer itinerary.
I'm told the 30-minute experience
involves a short video presentation

before the actual walking tour that
gives visitors a peek into a scaled-
down flavor-concocting lab and look at
the actual production operation.

The best part of the tour — sampling
the final product — they save for the end.
Which makes me wonder how many
times | can take the tour in one day?

Feeling Festive?

While watching how your favorite flavor
is made is intellectually satisfying,
there’'s something about sharing my
favorite frozen dairy desserts with
thousands of people that makes it
seem all the more delicious.

Enter festivals like the Ice Cream
Days celebration (712-546-8821, www
lemarsiowa.com) in Le Mars, lowa,

a small town | just have to visit as it's
been dubbed the Ice Cream Capital

of the World. That's because this
otherwise unassuming burgh is home
to Wells Enterprises, whose two plants
here produce more ice cream than any
other single location on the planet.

The four-day festival runs June
17-20 and features a competition for
the best new ice cream flavor, free ice
cream socials, a parade and more.

Feeling Hungry?

No matter where your travels this
summer take you, here’s hoping
they'll all be sweet. Which shouldn’t
be a problem because there’s always
something cool waiting for us just
around the next bend in The Road
Ahead. @

“¢ All that is right with the world happens in May.”?
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JOURNEY TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

wz'tgo::.t A)oem)fng y(mt wieauns.

stacks Hp to other modes Ljf.rm\-';‘f with our Vacation Cost Comp;!nmu at GoR F""iug.com. WHAT WILLYOU DISCOVER?

o

GOAffOIdnb]y. Go RVing. Save your money for a rainy d ay while still enjoying .a__fp'w sf;lr:_ﬁ”rd H'{ghfs. See how R H'ug Go RV.
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SUPERSTITI:)N\

AT CANON VISTASVIEWS

CALYAM
HOMES

Casita + Carport + RV Pad & Hookups

$99,900

POPULAR OPTIONS

RV Garage or Port | Observation Deck | Garage

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM CAGSITAS, HUNDREDS OF AMENITIES!

55 + Community | State of the Art Fithess Center | Pickleball
Massage Therapy | Hiking Club | Lighted Tennis Courts
Golfing Club/Putting Green | Shuffleboard Courts | Swimming Pool

LESS THAN 80
888.603.3415
shelyb@cal-am.com  BUILDABLE SITES REMAIN

6601 E. US Hwy 60 » Gold Canyon, AZ = 85118 www.SuperstitionViewsHomes.com

Cal-Am Properties, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card



See the Possibilities

e L

Dreamers imagine what could be where others do not.
Innovators are trailblazers, the pioneers who pursue the dream.

So what does it look like when imagination meets innovation? It looks
like Newell. With industry-leading power and performance, and the
finest interiors available, the only question is: What are you waiting for?
Your coach is waiting.

Take the good life with you.

To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com, or call 1-888-3NEWELL.
Check our website for a nationwide list of Newell-preferred service centers.

Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 129 on Reader Service Card





