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ON RAMP

By Kristopher Bunker

A Fresh Start

he phrase “new year, new beginning” is generally reserved for
early January, when visions of resolutions (and holiday buffets)
still dance in our heads. But as any motorhome owner knows,
March is when you can really start planning for your own new
year — the new travel season, that is. What better time to retrieve your
motorhome from storage, load it up with all the trimmings and get out

there and enjoy?

In order to do that, you have a little
work to do. Nothing too troubling; this
is supposed to be fun, after all. But
much like your residence needs some
TLC as the seasons change, so, too,
does your motorhome. A little time
spent on chores now will help save
time-consuming — and costly — ad-
justments and repairs in the heart of
the season. And who wants to spend
the prime sunny months with their
motorhome in the shop?

To get back into the swing of
things, it never hurts to brush up on
some of the important terms you'll
hear while on the road and in camp.
Several of these phrases should be
second-nature to many motorhome
owners but, as with CBers and ham
radio operators, RVing often has a
language of its own that may sound
confusing the first time you hear it.
Turn to page 80 for “Learn the Lingo,”
and hone your RV-fluency skills.

Now that you're talking like a pro
once again, it's time to prepare your
motorhome for travel. “Awakening,”

beginning on page 62, is chock-full of
user-friendly tips from the pros to get
your motorhome ready to roll. From
the tires to the roof, and everything in
between, we explain the ins and outs
of the critical inspection process, and
how to address any potential issues.
Once the prep work is finished and
your ride is all clean and shiny, you'll
be ready to begin your adventures on
the road — and stay there as long as
you'd like.

Another way to ensure your rig is
shipshape is to keep it as watertight
as possible. “Leak Detection,”
beginning on page 78, discusses the
unique Sealtech system that helps
find potential water-intrusion spots
on the vehicle’s exterior. Identifying
those spots, and fixing them im-
mediately, is vital to help keep your
motorhome on the road — and off
the lifts at the local repair shop. After
all, April showers are just around the
corner, and even a small leak can lead
to an expensive repair bill.

So, what to do while you're

exploring, apart from the usual pleas-
antries such as campfire camara-
derie, sightseeing and sampling the
tastes of the surrounding area, that
is? How about wood carving, travel
journaling and fly tying, among other
things? “10 More Hobbies for the
Road” (page 51) is our sixth annual
installment of the popular spotlight
on healthy activities for motorhome
owners — provided by fellow RVers
and seasoned travelers.

We also offer a pair of family-
friendly motorhomes, should you
be in the market (or are merely
window-shopping). Our close-up of
the Coachmen Leprechaun Premier
260DS (page 56) illustrates the value
of upgrading your motorhome choice
to a different trim package, while
Winnebago's new Vita 24F (page 70)
is a compact Sprinter-based Class
C featuring smart appointments to
help keep the bottom line agreeable.
Either way, you and the rest of your
crew should be in good hands for this
season, and for many more to come.

Whether your latest adventure is
only in the planning stages or already
is in full swing, the old saying still
rings true: An ounce of prevention
really is worth a pound of cure,
especially when that prevention
allows you to enjoy the miles of smiles
the coveted motorhome travel season
offers to us all. @

Contributors | March

Chris Hemer has been an RV
journalist and photographer for
nearly 20 years. An avid outdoor
enthusiast, he enjoys camping,
motorcycle riding, mountain biking
and hiking.

Connect with us at motorhome.com and follow us at ﬁ MotorHomeMagazine a TrailerLifeDIY
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Kevin Livingston grew up in RVs.

to hold tools. He lives in Reno,
Nevada, and enjoys the technical
side of the RV lifestyle.

He worked alongside his father, Bob
Livingston, since he was old enough

Steve Munnell is a Florida native
who is currently retired and lives
in DeLand with his wife, Darlene.
~ They enjoy traveling in their 2014
Fleetwood Excursion diesel-
pusher motorhome.

—

{&i] motorhome_magazine



Doing It Better
Starts witn
Reinventing
How [t's Done

PREPARE FOR A NEW KIND OF SUPER C

COMING SPRING 2019

Newmar Corporation, Circle 127 on Reader Service Card



IT’S WILD OUT THERE

b s -0 oBeion0) Bpl

> " =

= - X /.I...II

o0 &m..ﬂw@m;&a:_ow UM B|qB[IBAY, 'S

v __ =) ‘ 4

we have

3

ild
. Basic plans

start at $125 a year with options

When it gets too wi

your RV covered

*

to add total loss replacement

PROGRESSIVE

1.800.PROGRESSIVE | PROGRESSIVE.COM

BNSen) aMSSalgo)




MotorHome

Publisher Ann Emerson

Editorial Director Eileen Hubbard
Managing Editor Kristopher Bunker
Technical Editor Chris Dougherty
Art Director Rick Damien
Production Director Bob Dawson
Production Manager Brenda Hutchinson
Prepress Specialist Rob Roy
Marketing Manager Lorisa Pierson
Business Manager Katey Purgatorio
Publisher Emeritus Bob Livingston

Consulting Editors Ken Freund, Chris Hemer, Jeff Johnston

Contributors Morey Edelman, Ann Eichenmuller, Chuck Graham,
Chris Hemer, Scott Hirko, Kevin Livingston, Steve Munnell, Rhonda
Ostertag, Alan Rider, Joe Schmidt, Shawn Spence, Mary Zalmanek

Vice President National Sales Terry Thompson

RV Classifieds Katey Purgatorio
Tel 847-229-6756 Fax 270-495-6278
katey.purgatorio @goodsam.com

Advertising Sales Representatives
Sue Seidlitz (Southwest Region)
847-229-6813, sue.seidlitz@goodsam.com

Kim Whitaker (Southeast Region)
919-412-6325, kim.whitaker @ goodsam.com

Lou Cicirelli (Northeast Region)
954-297-9234, lou.cicirelli@goodsam.com

Scott Oakes (Northwest Region)
Tel 847-229-6758 Fax 270-282-7356
scott.oakes @goodsam.com

Customer Service
Subscriptions (print and digital)

800-678-1201
motorhome@cdsfulfillment.com

Website www.motorhome.com

Editorial info-motorhomemagazine @ goodsam.com

GS 454
EVENTS
Vice President/Publisher Ann Emerson
Vice President/Advertising Sales Terry Thompson

” Alliance for
Audited Media

TheNew Audit Bureau of Cr¢

MotorHome (ISSN 0744-074X) is published monthly by GS Media
& Events (a division of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC), 2750 Park
View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036. Periodicals postage paid
at Oxnard, CA 93036 and additional mailing offices. The annual
subscription rate is $19.97 per year in the U.S. For Canadian and
International subscriptions, add $12 per year. U.S. funds only.

Postmaster Send address changes to MotorHome,
PO. Box 5860, Harlan, 1A 51593-1360.

Canadian Return Address GS Media & Events, 4960-2 Walker
Road, Windsor, Ontario N9A 6J3. Publication Sales Agreement
#40012332.

Printed in the United States.

©2019 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. MotorHome is a registered
trademark of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any
of Good Sam’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All other trade-
marks are the property of their respective owners. Al rights reserved.

Privacy Promise MotorHome will never intentionally share subscrib-
ers’names, addresses or other personal information with other
companies when requested not to do so. To opt out from receiving
marketing offers in the mail from other reputable companies, or if you
opt out and subsequently want to opt back in, contact MotorHome
by mail, phone or email: MotorHome Mail Preference Service, PO.
Box 5860, Harlan, IA 51593-1360, 800-825-6861, motorhome @
cdsfulfillment.com. This policy applies to postal mail; we will not send
commercial emails to subscribers unless authorized to do so.

A DIVISION OF GOOD SAM ENTERPRISES, LLC @

Chairman & CEO Marcus Lemonis President Tom Wolfe

~ALAS

HWAY

Explore more by walking or driving aboard a
state ferry to access dozens of scenic coastal
communities along our 3,500 mile route. Go big,
it's not time to go home yet.

FerryAlaska.com | 1-800-642-0066

#akferry #exploremoreofak

Where Innovation
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SUSPENSIONS

Considering a new motorhome?
Discover the Reyco Granning

difference for yourself! Meet us at a
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Granning suspensions. At Reyco Granning,
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FROM OUR READERS

That's the question we asked in the December 2018 issue, and here

Where do you travel in search of a moderate
climate during the hot summer months?

are some of the responses we received.

North of the Border

To escape the increasingly hot, muggy
summers where | live in Florida, |
make my way to the comfy climes of
Atlantic Canada. The Acadian Coast of
New Brunswick, where there always
seems to be a cooling breeze off the
Atlantic (and plenty of fresh lobster!), is
my favorite getaway. Always good, too,
is Nova Scotia’s Cape Breton Island,
where you can hike or bike for hours
without drowning in sweat.

Dave G. Houser | via email

0 Canada

If you live west of the Mississippi, plant
the front of your motorhome on U.S.
Highway 101 headed north, starting
just north of San Francisco, California,
then follow it all the way until you reach
Vancouver Island, British Columbia.
Take a month. Temps are mild, scenery
is beautiful and the variety of places

to explore fits all tastes. The Pacific

\
T —

Book Eairly

Northwest is hard to beat when it
comes to running from the hot summer
months. If you live on the east side of
the Great Miss, take a month to explore
the coastal towns and beaches along
Interstate 95 between Providence,
Rhode Island, and Bangor, Maine.
Bruce Smith | via email

Rocky Mountain High

During the hot summer months

there is no place like home. We live

in Glenwood Springs, Colorado, and
love to travel around the mountains
throughout Colorado during the
summer. Aspen, Steamboat, Ridgway,
Crested Butte, Telluride, Glenwood
Springs, to name a few, all have music,
food, flowers, tons of recreation, art
and so much more. The days are warm
and sunny, and evenings are clear

and cool. There's never a need for air
conditioning. If you feel hot, all you
have to do is step into the shade! Many
times, there’s an afternoon shower

In the early months of summer, as the temperatures are rising in the Southern
states, | head north to Yellowstone National Park. One of the best times in the

park is early June. The temperatures are still very mild — the possibility of a light

snowfall even exists — and the wildlife is still active before the hotter summer
months drive the animals into the shade of high-elevation forests. Bison calves
are only a few weeks old and still in their orange newborn coats. The crowds do

not typically arrive until July and August, so getting an RV site in the only RV park

inside the park can be a little bit easier than the peak summer months.

Dawn Wilson | via email

8 MotorHome March 2019

that freshens everything up and passes
through quickly. With few insects to
“bug” you, Colorado is delightful in the
summer.

Michele Diamond
Glenwood Springs, Colorado

Our Home and Native Land

As Canadian RVers, we don’t have to
travel far, since our summer tem-
peratures are pleasantly moderate
for outdoor activities. If you live in
the Western states, we recommend
visiting British Columbia. From the
Eastern states, the Maritime provinces,
especially Prince Edward Island
(PEI), are delightful. Additionally, the
U.S. dollar is worth 30 percent more
in Canadian dollars, so pack up the
motorhome and head north during
those hot summer months.

Sandy and Larry MacDonald | via email

Maggie May
We live in central Florida, so we know
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For nearly 50 years, the Open Road Allegro has been a beloved Tiffin brand. In January of 2019, this legendary
motorhome entered a new chapter in innovation by offering LiquidSpring™ CLASS® suspensions. Engineered to
deliver the ultimate in passenger comfort and stability, experience the improved ride as you explore America in

style with the 2019 Open Road Allegro and LiquidSpring CLASS suspension.

ré‘\ Get an exclusive first look at the 2019 Open Road Allegro featuring LiquidSpring™
TI I*:Fl N CLASS® suspension at the 2019 FMCA 99th RV Expo. In partnership with Tiffin

Motorhomes, find LiquidSpring in Booth #708 and schedule a demo ride. |

LEARN MORE at LiquidSpring.com/Open-Road or CALL 765-474-7816
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Visual Letter to the Editor

what “hot” is during the summer. We
love western North Carolina, especially
Maggie Valley. There are plenty of

nice RV parks in the area and the
mountain scenery is gorgeous. Even

in July and August the temperature in
the evening can dip into the high 50s
and during the day it usually does not
exceed the mid-80s. It is a short trip
east to Asheville, which has all kinds of
interesting places to visit.

Steve Munnell | via email

Mountain Life

When temperatures rise, we head
to the mountains. The Great Smoky
Mountains straddle the Tennessee
and North Carolina border and have
13 peaks above 5,000 feet. Tem-
peratures at those high elevations
are about 20 degrees cooler. Add the
bonus of a thick canopy of trees, and
an abundance of cool streams and
waterfalls, and the oppressive heat
of summer melts away. On extra
sweltering days we seek the ultimate
cool by kayaking on the Little Pigeon
River or tubing in nearby Townsend,
Tennessee.

A.M. Murphy | via email

Beach Bums

We live in the Central Valley of
Northern California where the tem-
perature often exceeds 100 degrees
Fahrenheit, and sometimes is more
than 110. When it gets that warm, even
a trip to the many lakes in our area
doesn’t suit our need for more suitable
weather. We generally load up the
motorhome and head to the California
coast near Monterey or Pismo Beach.
Ken and Gayle Reid | via email

the heat.

by Joe Schmidt

We've packed to | How do the Like you, |[Hmm, I guess Dee 4
gornoprth and | animals here  they zan packed ug.the Iotinaa = hé
escape the | survive it? findways | chair and ice chest, P
hot season. - toescape | sowe're readytogo! —
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Go where your dreams take you...
With the drivability of a van and all the luxury you desire,
the affordability of the Phoenix Cruiser will surprise you.
Astoundingly customizable, it is the #1 choice in downsizing.
Choose from our Heritage Collection of Factory Certified Late Model Cruisers

or a New Phoenix Cruiser that you can make your own.

Stop waiting for “someday” and live your life to the fullest today.

FACTORY DIRECT - TRADE-INS WELCOME - FINANCING AVAILABLE

Proudly manufactured by

2601 Marina Dr, Elkhart, IN 46514 * www.phoenixusarv.com ¢ 833-883-4374

...............

—_—
T AAEATGN Made in USA
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Beat the Heat Offline Wandering alternate route for a segment of the
When we are escaping the summer In the December 2018 issue, the preplanned one. Since my primary use
heat of the South, we tend to article “Motorhome GPS Face-off” did of the device is to avoid missed turns in
head north. That's usually in the a great job of discussing the features unfamiliar territory, this is a key issue.
Midwestern states like Wisconsin of the tested units, but one thing was I don’t like the idea of procuring [an
(Door County] or the Upper Peninsula not addressed: how well the units expensive unit], and then trying it out
of Michigan. It's not always a lot perform with preplanned trip routing. only to discover it loses the planned
cooler, but the humidity is lower, and Although | have a degree in electrical route — meaning | have to return the
that can make all the difference in the | engineering, my experience with unit. | might be the only one with this
world. offline GPS navigation units is that they = problem, but | doubt it.
James and Dorothy Richardson | via email | never recover if you decide to take an Tom Brophy | Azle, Texas

Out and About

FIRST PLACE: | love travel articles, but not with an
ENGINE-PERFORMANCE emphasis on assuming everyone is 20
PRODUCT CATEGORY years old, and can hike and such. Some

of us are older and in wheelchairs,
or have arthritis or other chronic
conditions, and have a hard time
getting around, but we do like getting

'

READERS CHOICE away. There is still this type of audience
AWARDS out there; it's not just the Millennials.

! Jane Parks-McKay and Tim McKay

Santa Cruz, California

Like New
= As the owner of an older motorhome,
AWARD -WI N N I N G I've read with interest the articles about
folks restoring older motorhomes for
PE RFORMAN CEl use when traveling. We travel in our
: u 2002 Holiday Rambler Vacationer and
Cummins | Ford | GM when looking for places, we tend to
bypass the campgrounds that advertise
. . an age restriction. As our coach does
@ % ) not look 16 years old, we have not had
any problems staying in a campground
when we travel. Does anyone else with
an older coach have any problems
being able to stay in a campground that
advertises an age restriction?
Bill and Less Kesner
Dammeron Valley, Utah @

Question of the Month

Have you ever been refused entry

Voted #1 by MotorHome readers for NEnW{( ﬁ:eﬁegnhﬂg to an RV park because you drive
more horseDOWer. improved mileage, & your engine and an early-model motorhome? Do
and longer lasting engines. Banks can  {CHNREES control your tuner you think it’s a fair practice for RV
help you get more performance out of g s e DR park awners to lum.away such
Innkg Super Gauge! motorhomes, even if they are

your motorhome today. well-maintained and look new?

shop oniine: DANKspower.com Matarmlorne, 3750 Park View Court
or Call Now » (800) GET POWER Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email

letters @ motorhomemagazine.com

Banks Power, Circle 118 on Reader Service Card
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MAKE YOUR NEXT
ROAD TRIP SAFER

With the Mobileye® Collision Avoidance System

Anyone who has driven hundreds of miles and long hours recognizes
the dangers of fatigue and distraction. In fact, it’s been shown that
nearly 80% of crashes involve some form of driver inattention three
seconds prior to the crash.' The Mobileye Collision Avoidance System
keeps you and your family safer on the road by alerting you to potential
dangers before they happen.

The System provides an ever-vigilant digital eye that scans the road
ahead for risks of forward collisions, unintentional lane departures,
headway/following times, excessive speed, and pedestrian and cyclist
hazards. When a threat is detected, the System warns you with visual
and audible alerts a few seconds before. These vital seconds can
mean the difference between a devastating collision and an
incident entirely avoided or far less severe.

The world’s leading auto manufacturers including BMW, Ford,
Honda, Volvo, and more, use Mobileye technology in hundreds
of new car models each year to make their vehicles safer. It may
be the technology you're already relying on in your own car.
Shouldn’t your RV have similar safety features?

CNeONO,

Forward Collision Lane Departure Headway/Following Pedestrian & Cyclist Speed Limit Intelligent High-
Warning Warning Time Monitoring Collision Warning? Indicator Beam Control®
& Warning

While many RV manufacturers install Mobileye at the factory level,
the System can be installed on almost any RV, even the one you already
own. Find out how Mobileye can make your next road trip safer.

Call our RV Specialists at (877) 867-4900. Mo EYVE®

An Intel
Company
1. National Highway Transportation Safety Administration, 2015. 2. Daylight only. 3. Optional.

© 2018 Mobileye Vision Technologies Limited. All Rights Reserved. Mobileye, Circle 124 on Reader Service Card




FSCAPE

Galleta Meadows Metal Sculptures

Surrounding the town of Borrego Springs in Southern California is a vast sculpture park of more than

130 works of art covering acres of desert landscape. Some of these huge steel-plate re-creations are

of creatures that roamed the area millions of years ago, such as prehistoric elephants, camels, saber-

toothed cats and more. Others include bighorn sheep and wild stallions. It all began in 2008, when

Dennis Avery, owner of Galleta Meadows Estate, commissioned artist/welder Ricardo Breceda to

craft these unique sculptures. We biked along the quiet roads to check out the sculptures, which are

scattered along miles of sandy landscape, but you can also see them while driving in your motorhome. :

Set up camp in one of the area’s many private RV parks or reserve a spot at Anza-Borrego Desert - ==Y -

State Park’s Borrego Palm Canyon campground (some sites have full hookups). All the RV campsites y.
offer awesome views of the surrounding mountains. — Morey Edelman

For more information: www.visitcalifornia.com/attraction/ricardo-breceda-sculptures

14 MotorHome March 2019
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ESCAPE

TREK

By Chuck Graham

Wildlife Encounters:

The California Condor Soars Again

ne of my first encounters with a critically endangered

California condor was also one of my most memorable. | was

lying flat on my back on a broad, gritty sandstone slab in the
upper reaches of remote Lion Canyon — located in the Sierra Madre
Mountains, deep in the Los Padres National Forest — when a condor
soared so close to me it blocked out the entire sun.

Hands behind my head, eyes closed, | was relaxed in the cool,
late-afternoon glow with the scent of sage wafting in the air. Initially,
| thought it was puffy clouds swirling above, occasionally shading
the sun. Finally, | opened my eyes to see the silhouette of a condor’s
impressive, 9%2-foot-wide wingspan soaring over me.

| DID YOU
Y KNOW, i
% Condors are tagged " . Ko -t‘_.ﬁ_-‘

forID purpases. The | A %
numberis the last ‘? N Rl
one ortwo djgitsiof its ey .
studbook number, Tag v Y !ym .
color indicates series. g+ & e
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Condors are curious raptors with incredible
eyesight. There’s nothing quite like a condor
soaring in afternoon thermals covering on average
150 miles per day as they forage for carrion in their
historic habitat.

Ever since the last of these Pleistocene Epoch
scavengers were captured in the Santa Barbara
backcountry in 1987, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has made aggressive efforts through
captive breeding to bring North America’s largest
flying land bird back from the brink of extinction.

Lead poisoning continues to be a sore spot for
their expansion back into their preferred habitat,

~which would allow for natural foraging behavior

in sweeping grasslands, scrubby chaparral, high
deserts and mountains. However, successful,

intensive captive breeding of these iconic birds

has invoked hope of survival with more than 250

~California condors now flying free in pockets of
their historic ranges.

~ The species’ current range includes Califor-
nia’s coastal ranges (from Ventana Wilderness in

- "Blg Sur, the San Raphael and Dick Smith wilder-
~ nesses in Santa Barbara County and the Sespe
e Wllderness in Ventura County), east through
S0 '-the Bitter Creek Natlonal Wlldllfe Refuge in the
Transverse Range and the southern Sierra Nevada.

Ot 'er_co dOr p pulatlons are expandlng in remote



Our new SuperShell Sleeper
Deck is just one of the many
Best in Class features on
the new Vita and Porto.

The new Vita" and Porto™
combine Winnebago's legendary
build quality with innovations
like our lighter, stronger and
guieter new SuperShell™ Sleeper
Deck to ensure superior driving
and camping comfort.

And with Best in Class features
like customizable storage, a
200-watt solar energy system,
the largest galley, largest bed
and even the largest holding
tanks in their class, it's clear the
Vita and Porto are in a class all
their own.

Built on the Mercedes-Benz®
Sprinter chassis, the Vita and
Porto are ideal for solo travelers,
couples or families — or anyone
who appreciates a little extra
peace and quiet. See them at
your nearby Winnebago dealer,
or learn more at
Winnebagoind.com.

. AMERICA'S
BEST SELLING
SPRINTER LINE-UP

WINNEBAGO

The Way To Go™

Winnebago Industries, Circle 147 on Reader Service Card



DOES YOUR INSURER
ONLY

& Good Sam
Insurance Agency

RV * AUTO * HOME * BOAT * MOTORCYCLE

GEIPA
) [ CAMPING | GANDER | Overton's
MERGHANDISE CERTIFICATE!

WHENYOU GEIAIQUOIE

We represent the
nation’s top RV specialty carriers!

BQFOREMOST" PROGRESSIVE  NationalGeneral 5y BB Insurance.

INSURANCE GROUP Auto, Home & Health Insuranc: A Liberty Mutual Company

FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE AND CAMPING WORLD ——
MERCHANDISE CERTIFICATE:

Call: and mention savings code
Visit:

Certificate will be mailed 4-6 weeks after quote is requested. Certificate not available in GA and NM. Availability, eligibility, benefits, discounts and coverage may vary by state and carrier.
The content herein is for descriptive purposes only. The exact protection provided is subject to the terms, conditions and expectations of the policy contractissued. Average savings based
on new policyholder reported data from November 1,2015 to November 1,2016. ©2018 Good Sam Insurance Agency. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good

Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GS156042 - 1218
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@ Removable sole systems on Hodgman H5
H-Lock Wading Boots allow users to swap
soles for improved traction control on any
terrain. Boots are constructed with abrasion-
resistant synthetic material in the uppers
and durable sheet rubber in the toe and heel
areas, as well as double- and triple-stitched
panel construction for long-term durability.
Integrated drainage ports remove excess
water weight quickly. D-ring on the tongue
provides a secure location for gravel guard
hooks. MSRP: $149.95.

Gander Outdoors, 888-542-6337,
www.ganderoutdoors.com

@ Audubon Bird Guide is

a complete field guide to
more than 800 species of
North American birds. App
is designed to help users
identify birds, keep track of
the birds they’'ve seen and
advise how to find new birds
nearby. Field guide offers
more than 3,000 photos,
audio clips of songs and
calls, multi-seasonal range
maps and in-depth text.
Users can also post and
share photos to the Photo
Feed. Available for free on
App Store and Google Play.
Audobon, www.audobon.org

@ Leatherman Charge TTi multitool in
Realtree Hardwoods camo pattern features

18 tools, including a customizable bit driver,
outside-accessible tools and premium 2.9-inch
S30V knife blade. TTi is equipped with rugged
titanium handles and weighs less than 9
ounces; closed length is 4 inches. Included
leather sheath allows storage of additional bits
for added versatility. MSRP: $179.95.
Leatherman Tool Group Inc., 800-847-8665,
www.leatherman.com

@ Passport Series Helionox Tension Lock

115 is a three-segment fixed-length hiking
pole with a long handle for adjustments on

the trail. Helionox poles are engineered with
aluminum alloy to provide superior strength
while remaining lightweight. Simple locking and
collapsing construction makes for easy use and
storage, while foam-Llined grip and cinch strap
enhance user-friendliness. MSRP: $82.95.
Camping World, 888-626-7576,
www.campingworld.com

Barska 15-40x50 Colorado Spotting Scope offers superior performance in a lightweight and compact
design. Ideal for nature enthusiasts and hunters, the Colorado is constructed with a tough, rubber-armored
exterior and complete waterproof integrity. Fully multi-coated optics and BK-7 Porro prisms provide
superior light transmission for bright images throughout the entire zoom range. Includes a carrying case
and foldable, tabletop tripod. MSRP: $34.99.
Overton’s, 800-334-6541, www.overtons.com
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A Nice, Shady Spot

Magne Shade’s new Nano Shade is an easy, cost-effective
way to shade the windows in your motorhome, poten-
tially reducing A/C usage and prolonging the life of the
upholstery. The Nano Shade is made of the same fabric as
all Magne Shade products and utilizes the company’s pro-
prietary Nano Tape micro-suction technology (millions of
tiny suction cups] to hold the shade to the glass. This type
of installation allows users to easily remove and reposition
the Nano Shade as many times as necessary to ensure the

perfect fit — without leaving behind residue on the window.

Available in a 20-by-20-inch square (MSRP: $20) or 28-by-
40-inch rectangle (MSRP: $33).
Magne Shade | 336-753-0905, www.magneshade.com

Origami On the Water

Looking to ply the waters but don’t have the space to store a traditional
kayak? Oru has launched its first tandem folding kayak, the Haven. The
Haven is a 16-foot long, 30-inch-wide kayak that folds into the size of a
compact 40-pound suitcase using the principles of origami, so it can be
stored inside your motorhome without taking up too much space. The

Haven is made of 5mm double-layered
custom-extruded polypropylene and

is equipped with a rail platform along
the top of the cockpit side walls, which
makes the kayak compatible with fishing
rod holders or cup holders. Two seat
covers are also included. MSRP: $1,999.
Oru Kayak | 415-630-3717,
www.orukayak.com

Stout Selfie Stick

A waterproof action camera is a great way to
record your most cherished memories, but

it can be difficult to get the whole picture (or
video) from an arm’s length or with a flimsy
selfie stick. Shurhold Industries introduces its
new Camera Adapter that enables products
like a GoPro or Garmin VIRB to quickly and
securely attach to any of the company’s 11
handles, which can extend up to 9 feet in
length. The rustproof Camera Adapter is made
from a high-performance polymer; as part of
Shurhold’s One Handle Does It All System, it
locks onto any Shurhold fixed or telescoping triple-anodized
aluminum handle and can be adjusted for the optimal
shooting angle. It can also be used to check on motorhome
roof seals and antennas. MSRP for the Camera Adapter is
$12.95; handle MSRPs start at $6.68.

Shurhold | 800-962-6241, www.shurhold.com/rv

Freedom Hauler

For those who want the convenience
of a toy hauler without sharing their
living space with outdoor toys, the
Freedom Hauler may be just the ticket.
The all-steel flatbed carrier bolts to a
special mounting bracket installed on
the motorhome’s frame and features
a patented self-steering axle that
automatically moves itself going forward
and in reverse. The company says this
unique system does not put additional
weight or stress on the motorhome’s
frame or suspension and can hold a
2,400-pound payload depending on how
it's outfitted (keeping the motorhome’s
tow rating and gross combined weight
rating in mind, of course). Plus, when you
return home, the Freedom Hauler can be
towed by any vehicle with a 2-inch hitch
ball and used as a standard utility trailer.
MSRP starts at $7,990.
Freedom Hauler | 208-901-1183,

% www.freedomhauler.com v

L

20 MotorHome March 2019




) ONE EVER SAYS, .«
= /i A

VE LOVES TO SAVE MOI

GEICO 7 your rv

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2018 GEICO

Geico, Circle 119 on Reader Service Card



SPONSORED BY WINNEBAGO

WHY WE BOUGHT IT!

HOW ONE FAMILY FOUND THEIR PERFECT RYV.

Meet Nic and Jess Farish, fultime RVers who fravel and live with their young sons Bailey and Brady in
their Winnebago Intent. Prolific writers, photographers and filmmakers, they are active in social media and
host their own YouTube channel, among other activities. We spoke to them about why and how they RV.

» Why RV?

e’d always wanted to travel, but Jess has a fear of flying,
so road trips became our thing. RVing was something we
thought would happen in retirement.
As our boys got older, we found ourselves telling them
they could be and do anything they wanted when they grew up. And one day,

we realized that despite what we
were telling them, we were not doing
what we wanted to do anymore.

We got tired of saying “I wish,
I wish, I wish,” and realized we're
as young as we are ever going to be
— right now. Our attitude shifted to
“Why not?”

So we changed our lifestyle
from going to work every day to
becoming more mobile. We both have
performing backgrounds; Jess is also
a writer and substitute teacher, while
Nic shoots and edits video. We both
also create website content.

And then we started looking for
an RV.

\
|

—

P
| —
- —

r——
i
—
e

% ‘

Choosing their RV

Our main concerns were
floorplan, style, and space. We went
to a few dealerships in our area and
toured fifth wheels as well as Class A,
B and C options.

We wanted something safe,
dependable and sturdy. The vehicle
couldn’t be too long, for campground
and driving purposes. And we had to
check the ceiling height because Nic is
6'5"— a modern-day giant.

So we decided a Class A was best
for our family.




SPONSORED BY WINNEBAGO

From the automatic leveling system
to the hookup-and-live or unhook-
and-drive aspect of a Class A, it’s the
perfect set-up for us. We also decided
on a gas model over a diesel, because a
diesel just wasn’t in the budget.

We centered on Winnebago
because we know and trust the brand
name: you can’t be around for 60
years without knowing what you're
doing. We decided to buy new, with
financing, the warranty, a fresh engine,
new tanks, and the reassurance that we
would be safe and secure driving our
little family.

Their RV of Choice

We found the Winnebago Intent
31P and instantly fell in love! The
comfort, the size, the ease of the one
slide, the safety of the RV, plus the
newbie-friendly interface with the
technology, tank, and water systems
are exactly what our family needed.

It checked all of the boxes:
bunkhouse for the kids, tall enough
for Nic (with room to spare!); at 32 feet
long the length was right; and it had
a Ford engine, increasing our peace of
mind. Plus, it had a beautiful exterior!

Favorite destination (so far)

Hands down, our favorite place
was Coronado Island, California. The
black and gold sand, the sunsets, the
picturesque everything, the cafes, the
bay! We beached, we had campfires
and s'mores, told stories, built sandcas-
tles, walked up and down the streets
of the island, sipped mimosas, gazed
at the beautiful sunsets with Hotel del
Coronado at our backs...We saw an

entire lifetime there and we fell in love!
They even had natural grocers that
carried all my allergy friendly foods!
We were only supposed to venture
over for a day, but we ended up
returning to Coronado four more days.
Thankfully, RV living makes changing
or expanding your plans a little easier!

Best tips for choosing an RV

Define what you'll be using it for
before you start looking. And buy
what you can afford now, knowing
your lifestyle and needs may change.

One thing they wish they
had known

We wish someone would have told
us to start making reservations l-o-n-g
before we wanted to be somewhere.
Had we known there was such
demand for our planned destinations,
we would have shaped our travels
and expenses a little differently. Also,
weather. We would have spent more
time tracking seasons and locations to
avoid at certain times of the year. We
have been lucky, but it wasn’t because
of planning!

Parting thought

GO SLOWER! Spend more time
at each place, take a little more time
to travel between places, and enjoy
your time in the place you are visiting.
When you go too fast, it becomes
about hook ups and take downs and
how long you have to get somewhere,
instead of your adventures and the
memories you're creating.

WINNEBAGO | 641-585-3535 | WWW.WINNEBAGOIND.COM

Follow the Farishes

You can follow the adventures of the
Farish family at Winnebagolife.com and
here: @ItsNicand)ess

THE WINNEBAGO
INTENT

Introduced last year, the Winnebago Intent
is a mid-size Class A gas model built on the
Ford F53 chassis. Four floorplans, ranging
from 27 to 32 feet, feature either double
slideouts or a full-wall slideout. Attractive,
spacious interior layouts, innovations like
refillable/exchangeable LP tanks, abundant
storage and a long list of standard features,
including a tailgate package, make the
Intent an extremely popular coach at its
very attractive price point.

EXTERIOR LENGTH:

26'10"-31'10"

-

WINNEBAGO INTENT 30R



CIR@UIT« THE
AM ERICAS

_ IRL’UIT L'HM FOR ﬂﬂREﬂfFﬂ



Photos: Mary and Jim Zalmanek

GETAWAY

~
..

d oes an

New Adventures

Colorado’s Royal Gorge Region: Come for the
suspension bridge, stay for the dinosaurs,
whitewater rafting and fine wine

By Mary Zalmanek

fyou like beautiful scenery, outdoor adventure, fine wine and
I ferocious dinosaurs, Canon City, Colorado, has all that and

more. Nicknamed the “Climate Capital of Colorado,” the city
is protected from harsh weather conditions by its geography and
5,300-foot elevation. With a population of around 16,000, the city is
large enough to ensure plenty of creature comforts and interesting
attractions, but small enough to grant easy access to open space in
the nearby Rocky Mountains and plains. The Arkansas River flows
through southern Colorado’s high desert, exiting the Royal Gorge
just west of Canon City.

Mountain View RV Resort is conveniently located on U.S. Highway

50 between Canon City and the turnoff to the Royal Gorge. My
husband, Jim, and | found it to be the ideal location for our stay in the
Royal Gorge region. Our spacious site had an unobstructed view of

Did You Know? ®

The'Royal Gorge Bridge, America’s highest suspension
bridge; spans the gorge'955 feet above the Arkansas River:

the mountains.

After settling in at the RV park, we checked out
some local history in our dinghy vehicle. The Holy
Cross Abbey, a former monastery of the Order
of St. Benedict, was built in 1924 in the Gothic
Revival style. A boarding school was opened on
the property, which prospered during the 1950s
and 1960s. After a steady decline, it closed in 1985.
In the early 2000s, the remaining 20 monks hired
a professional viticulturist to plant a vineyard in
an effort to support themselves. The monastery
closed in 2005, and new owners took over.

The Winery at Holy Cross Abbey is now
producing award-winning wines. All of the wines
are made on property with grapes from Colorado,
California and Washington. In the tasting room,

The Fremont County seat in southern Colorado, Canon City is located in a mountain bowl at a relatively low
elevation, meaning the winter climate generally remains about 10 degrees warmer than surrounding communities.
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CANON CITY, COLORADO

visitors can stand at the bar and taste
most wines for free. We opted for the
VIP tasting. Dexi, our knowledgable
server, brought a plate of cheese,
fruit, nuts and bread to our table on
the patio, followed by samples of their
wines. With each new wine, she rec-
ommended which food on our plate
would pair well with it. Yum! She was
right every time. We bought some wine
to take home with us, and took notes
about what to serve with it.

The next morning we were eager to
see the Royal Gorge Bridge and Park,
the city’s most famous attraction.

The bridge, built in 1929, spans the
gorge 955 feet above the Arkansas

A diplodocus longus
turned his head to
watch the humans
testing their skills,
balance and bravery
on the multi-story
ropes course in the
Dinosaur Wild Walk.
This stegosaurus is
one of 16 life-sized
animatronic
dinosaurs in the
Dinosaur Wild Walk.

Skyline Drive is a

_narrow, one-way

paved road alonga“

_ razorback ridge that
offers a panoramic
view of the'city.

River, making it America’s highest
suspension bridge. The total length

of the bridge is 1,260 feet, with the
main span stretching 880 feet between
the two towers. Nearly 1,300 wooden
planks cover the steel base structure.
To commemorate the bridge’s 90th
anniversary, 5,000 visitors were invited
to put their signature on the bridge.
During our visit in the summer of 2018,
we wrote on a plank. An artist wood-
burned the signatures into the planks
for installation in early 2019.

Walking across the bridge, we
watched people below us rafting on the
Arkansas, and others soaring above us
on the second-highest zip-line in North

Uil
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America. Visitors from all over the U.S.
paused to snap photos in front of their
state flags that line the bridge. A “No
Fishing From the Bridge” sign made
us laugh.

As we neared the other side of
the bridge, we were welcomed by the
lovely singing voice of Lissa Hanner.
Her sense of humor was apparent in
her song choices. | especially liked
her rendition of Nancy Sinatra’s
“These Boots are Made for Walking.”
When she invited two young children
in the audience to join her on stage
for a dance, it was hard to tell who
was having the most fun: the kids,
the singer or the audience. Shortly




after she finished singing Michael
Murphy’s “Wildfire,” we heard the an-
nouncement that the show at the Plaza
Theater was about to start.

Since we wanted to see the film
about the wildfire that swept through
the area in June 2013, we left to
secure seats in the theater. The fire
consumed 3,218 acres surround-
ing the attraction, and 48 out of 52
structures at the park were destroyed.
The bridge itself received minimal
damage, requiring only 32 of the
wooden planks to be replaced. Work
to rebuild the visitors center, aerial
tram and other structures began the
following January. In August 2014, the
park reopened.

Dinosaurs lived in the Royal Gorge
region more than 100 million years
ago. Paleontologists have found
fossils of brontosaurus, stegosaurus,
allosaurus and camptosaurus less
than 3 miles from the bridge.

The Royal Gorge Dinosaur
Experience pays tribute to these pre-

Tunnel Drive is a 2-mile-long hiking and biking trail along an old railroad bed.

historic creatures. It is conveniently
located on Highway 50, near the turnoff
to the Royal Gorge Bridge. When

we entered the museum, Susan, a

tour guide, asked us if we wanted to
hold a real dinosaur bone from the
Jurassic era. It wasn't a big chunk of
bone, but the fossil was much heavier

than | expected. Susan explained how
their full-scale dinosaur fossil casts
from the Jurassic and Cretaceous
periods are made using molds, laser
scanners and 3D printers. The stego-
saurus in their collection was made
by 3D scanning and printing a nearly
complete fossil, which was found in

BROKEN WINDSHIELD?

ALL US FIRST

~ AND WE'LL HELP GET YOU BACK ON THE ROAD.

® Insurance Claims Processing ® Nationwide Replacement Services
* #1 Supplier of OE RV Windshields ® American-Made Replacement Product

rvglassp

5-782-5246

CusToM GLASS
SOLUTIONS

Custom Glass Solutions, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card
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Canon City by high school students on
a fossil-hunting field trip in 1936.

Looking at old bones and fossil
casts showed us the skeletal
structures, but it was outside in the
Dinosaur Wild Walk that we got to see
what these creatures looked like in the
flesh. Sixteen life-sized animatronic
dinosaurs lined the walkway, some
of them tracking our movements as
we strolled by. A diplodocus longus
noticed us when we approached, but
quickly seemed to return his attention
to the humans testing their skills,
balance and bravery on the multi-story
ropes course.

We tested our own bravery on
Skyline Drive, a narrow, one-way
paved road (for passenger cars only)
along a razorback ridge that offers a
panoramic view of the city. We stopped
at the pullouts to admire the view.
Since the 2.6-mile road has no guard
rails and sometimes steep slopes on
both sides, all eyes were on the road
while our dinghy was in motion. The

road has an interesting history, from
dinosaurs to prisoners. Eons ago,
dinosaurs left more than 50 footprints
near the entrance, which weren't
identified until 2000. In 1905, 60
inmates at the nearby Colorado State
Penitentiary built the road in exchange
for reduced sentences.

After watching the rafters from the
bridge, we were excited that we had
booked a rafting trip with Echo Canyon
River Expeditions for the following
day. We arrived about an hour before
our trip was to depart so that we could
get checked in and be fitted with life
vests. The efficient staff accomplished
that task in about five minutes, giving
us plenty of time to look around. Echo
Canyon is housed in the former 8 Mile
General Store, which was built using
timbers from the original Royal Gorge
Bridge. Echo Canyon has been at this
location since its founding in 1978.
When Andy Neinas, the current owner,
bought the business in 2001, he added
the 8 Mile Bar and Grill. The retail

Top: At The Winery at Holy Cross Abbey, the
VIP tasting on the patio includes a plate of
cheese, fruit, nuts and bread to pair with
wines. Above: Our site at the Mountain View RV
Resort had a clear view of the mountains.
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HWH' Active Air
The Ride of the Future!

The Foretravel ih-45 is built on the TravelRide Ill chassis, manufactured
by Spartan Motors, and utilizes our HWH® Active Air for...

Why Choose HWH® Active Air?

* Improves handling on curvy
roads, and lane changes.

* Four point electronically
controlled suspension for
comfort and control.

* HWH® Automatic/Manual Air
Leveling included (BI-AXIS®).

* Driver selectable ride heights
to adjust for wind, road crown,
or rough surfaces.

* Self monitoring system will
notify driver of conditions that
need addressing.
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LifeLite, Circle 145 on Reader Service Card
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Echo Canyon River Expeditions offers half-day, full-day and multi-day rafting trips through the

Royal Gorge and Bighorn Sheep Canyon.

store and restaurant are decorated
with antiques reflecting Colorado’s
history, including a stove from the
1800s, historical highway markers
salvaged from junk yards and a
collection of Colorado license plates
from consecutive years (1967 to 1975)
when actual metal plates were issued
annually to renew plates.

Echo Canyon offers half-, full-
and multi-day rafting trips through
Royal Gorge and Bighorn Sheep
Canyon near Canon City, as well as

_six other locations in Colorado. The

"
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i "I"\;afﬁttihg trips include

experienced guides who
offer helpful instruction.

Royal Gorge has wet-and-wild Class
[l to V rapids. We chose the half-day
Bighorn Sheep Canyon trip with
family-friendly Class | to Ill rapids. A
bus took our group of 30-plus people
and our guides to the spot where we
started our adventure. After listening
carefully to the safety talk, we all
loaded into our assigned rafts. Our
guide, Alex, was competent, knowl-
edgeable, friendly and had a great
sense of humor. The six passengers
in his boat followed his commands to
paddle forward or back. At one point,

Photo: Echo Canyon River Expeditions




YOUR PERFECT COMBO
FOR FLAT TOWING.

Tire Patrol

Tire Pressure Monitoring System for RVing

. RUibrake 8

braking system for flat towing a car 4@

One screen, un/ m/ted posszb///t/es

- <X/ '800-815-2159 | rvistore.com. - (@)

o
RV|brake by Danko Mfg., Circle 108 on. Reader Servu:e Card
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DIESEL TOW
TEXAS

Rirstream Touring Coaches
Ll g

"~ Full-line Dealer!

VOGT

Rirstream - Allegro - Jayco

VOGTRV.COM

817-831-4222

Vogt RV Center, Circle 146 on Reader Service Card
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Tiffin - Leisure Travel Vans
Midwest Automotive & More!
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This spot near the Bullen 4.
Bridge on the Riverwalk Trail
attracts people wanting to

cool off on a hot summer day.

we paddled upstream to a Class Il
rapid Alex called the magic wave. We
performed the “typewriter” maneuver,
letting the wave move us from left to
right. When Alex called for a “high
five,” usually after making it through

a section of rapids, we would tap the
ends of our paddles together above our
heads in celebration.

After our perfect morning on the
river ended, we satisfied our appetites
at the 8 Mile Bar and Grill. | ordered
the ahi tuna salad and Jim had the
black and blue burger, with bacon,
grilled onions and blue cheese. Both of
our meals were delicious.

Before we left Echo Canyon, we
got a quick peek at their cabins and
glamping tents. If your non-RVing
friends are jealous of your adventures,
you can invite them to come rafting
with you and stay at the nearby Royal
Gorge cabins. Spoiler alert: this time
you might be jealous of them!

During our stay, we asked locals
for recommendations on bike rides
and restaurants. Several sources
suggested two trails for biking and
hiking: Tunnel Drive and the Arkansas
Riverwalk Trail. From the trailhead, we
were able to ride the two connected
trails in a couple of hours. Tunnel Drive
is a 2-mile trail along an old railroad
bed. It has three short tunnels and a
great view of the Arkansas River. The
Riverwalk Trail winds along the river
through the city for about 7 miles. We
saw lots of people playing in the river
near the Bullen Bridge, a pedestrian
bridge that crosses the river.

Quincy’'s Tavern, a steakhouse in
the nearby town of Florence, was also
recommended. Even though we were
warned that all they offer is steaks, it
didn’t quite sink in until we got there.
They have a one-item menu: Sunday
through Thursday, they serve filet
mignon; Fridays and Saturdays, they
serve prime rib. The limited menu
doesn’t hamper its popularity. When
we arrived around 6 p.m. on a Sunday
night, there was a 30-minute wait for
one of the 14 tables. Jim and | took
seats at the bar, where we were able
to have a chat with Tina, the owner.
She said 75 percent of her customers
are locals, 25 percent visitors. The
restaurant will soon be expanding into
an adjacent space.

The Royal Gorge Region has plenty
to offer its visitors. We came for the
bridge, and in just a few days, we also
enjoyed rafting, dinosaurs, fine wines,
tasty meals, spectacular scenery and
bike rides. Just think what we could
have done in a week. @

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Echo Canyon River Expeditions
800-755-3246, www.raftecho.com

Mountain View RV Resort
719-275-0900, www.mountainviewrvresort.net

Quincy’s Tavern
719-784-1913, http://quincystavern.com

Royal Gorge Bridge and Park
888-333-5597, https://royalgorgebridge.com

Royal Gorge Dinosaur Experience
719-275-2726, https://dinoxp.com

The Winery at Holy Cross Abbey
877-422-9463, https://abbeywinery.com
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LET'S PLAY at Pala Casino RV Resort

Winner of awards from MotorHome, . ; ™
100 Full-service sites
Good Sam, and RV West, the resort e Grass Lawns and PicnicTables  « 77 - 30" x 55' Back-In-Sites

‘ ‘ 17 -30'x 70’ Pull-Through Sites  « 20-30-50 Amp Power

amenities and unbelievable views, Electric, Water & Sewer Hook-ups

: ] ] Free Wi-Fi & Cable V.« Restrooms & Showers
all'in the foothills of the beautiful Key Card Access to Amenities  * 24-hour Security Patrol

Palomar Mountains. Excitement Propane Fuel Available e Free Shuttle to Casino

meets luxury with 100 full- service Indoor amenities
« Games, Billiard Table, Card Tables e 3 Flat-Screen TVs

sites, a heated pool, two spas, and

all the action of the Pala Casino Outdoor amenities
« Heated Pool  5BBQ Grill Areas e Table Tennis
* Horseshoe Pit ¢ Fenced Dog Park

Spa & Resort just a shuttle ride

away. Experience it all live at Pala
For additional charge
* Clubhouse with 2 Kitchens e Laundry (24 Hours)

County. Let's play! « 3 Pets Per RV ($5 per pet, per stay, up to 7 Days)
* Early Check-In/Late Check-Out (Based on Availability)
\

RV Resort in Northern San Diego

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 1.844.4PALARV (1.844.472.5278)

LET'S PLAY

" CASINO |SPA|RESORT

Pala RV Resort: 11042 Hwy 76, Pala, CA 92059 « PALACASINO.COM
Please Gamble Responsibly. Gambling Helpline 1-800-522-4700

Pala Casino Spa & Resort, Circle 128 on Reader Service Card




By Rhonda Ostertag

OREGON ORIGINALS

Ten small museums that reveal the state’s fascinating history

N ationwide, a visit to a large, renowned museum is on nearly old-timers may recount local events.

everyone's radar. But, in the search for fun and educational stops, don't Small museums easily fit into
dismiss the small town, local historical society and nonprofit museums, motorhome travels. They sit along
for they hold collections of heart. Many have great upstairs-attic appeal, and prime travel routes and near camping.
some reveal surprising finds. While some feature only street

< park|ng., small town life usually leaves
In the 1990s, in Milford, Pennsyl- looks at common pomts of hlg,l.q / ) pS.
vania, while viewing the unique and through anot er spective.
day-to-day items of Pike County at The r

Columns Museum, we am )

stained American flag.

h rusth c

. .. *‘
3 : ot#%‘ rch



Tillamook County Pioneer
Museum, Tillamook

Tillamook County Historical Society
combines a dairy-town pioneer
museum with a satellite coastal
property, Kilchis Point Reserve,

west off U.S. Highway 101 between
Tillamook and Bay City (to its north).
The reserve offers a family-friendly
2-mile interpretive trail through
coastal woodland to bay shore and a
birding platform. You've not walked
an interpretive trail until you've
walked a museum trail. Panels come
rapid-fire, explaining natural, Native
American and pioneer history. Note,
the reserve’s small parking lot is best
suited for dinghy vehicles.

In the former County Courthouse,
the history museum rolls out
exhibits, replica rooms and artifacts,

windows in time, introducing
the Tillamook Bay

tatadinll s

TILLAMOOK, OREGON

Getting There

The first stop of the author’s tour is
Tillamook County Pioneer Museum.
From Portland, take U.S. Highway 26
West for about 20 miles. Keep left onto
Oregon State Route 6 West for 51 miles.
Turn left onto Laurel Avenue, then make
a quick right onto 2nd Street to arrive at
the museum.

Indians, early explorers, pioneer life,
logging and dairying. The taxidermic
exhibits and lifelike dioramas in the
natural history room draw attention.
When meeting Joe Champion,
Tillamook County’s first white settler,
look for the small-scale stump, a
replica of his first home here.
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At the Great American Steam-Up (July
27-28 and August 3-4, 2019) , visitors can
view old-time vehicles like steam traction
engine tractors (above, left] , and a 1895
Watrous steam engine located in the
Hilands Building (above, right) at Antique
Powerland in Brooks. Below: The Benton
County Historical Society Museum located
at Philomath College features a rotating
exhibit that changes once a year.

“PHILOMATH WAS A SEAT
OF LEARNING, SO IT WAS
FITTING THAT PHILOMATH
COLLEGE, BUILT IN 1867,
SHOULD HOUSE THE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND
MUSEUM.”

Where to stay: Motorhome After a lookout spotted distress
sites can be found at Cape Lookout signals, rescues began with a risky

State Park (on Three Capes

Loop, scramble down the headland’s 280-foot

10 miles southwest of Tillamook) or cliff on 532 storm- and sea-battered,
at Barview Jetty County Park (12.5 slippery wooden and concrete steps.
miles northwest of Tillamook, passing Park trails venture to the headland’s

through Garibaldi).

edge. Although even a hint of the stairs
is all but gone, look for whale spouts.

Port Orford Lifeboat Station, This museum is one of three

Port Orford

operated by Cape Blanco Heritage

In the old crew barracks at Port Orford ~ Society. Cape Blanco Light Station
Heads State Park, a museum features ~ and the Hughes House (both at Cape
the heroics of the Coast Guard surfmen  Blanco State Park) are the other two.

who risked their lives to res

cue others Where to stay: State Parks, Cape

caught in danger’s clutch on a 40-mile  Blanco (about 9 miles north] and

stretch of Pacific high seas.

The unit Humbug Mountain (about 7 miles

operated from 1934-1960s; structures  south) offer sites with hookups.
are on the National Register of Historic

Places. An outdoor exhibit s

helters Antique Powerland, Brooks

the crew’s 36-foot self-righting motor Off Interstate 5 just north of Salem,
lifeboat — the David that met Goliath. Antique Powerland is a complex of

e

near

f_:ollier Memorial State Park.
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small heritage museums with indoor
and outdoor exhibits, and different
viewing schedules and coffers. Together
they salute the conveyances of early
Oregon and valley pioneer history. The
select weekends of the Great Oregon
Steam-Up in late July and early August
(July 27-28 and August 3-4, 2019) find
the park overflowing with old-time
tractors, threshers, engines, trucks
and more, all polished to rival the sun,
and many puffing steam and tooting in
celebration. Through the loving care

of volunteers, the relics still work. A
model train ride and steam-operated
ice cream-maker convert next-genera-
tion historians.

Where to stay: Champoeg State
Park (about 20 miles north and west
off I-5) and Silver Falls State Park
(about 30 miles southeast through
Silverton) offer sites with hookups.

Benton County Historical Society
Museum, Philomath
On Benton County Scenic Byway,

southwest of Corvallis, Philomath was
a seat of learning. So it was fitting
that Philomath College, built in 1867,
should house the historical society and
museum. With much of its collection
in storage, this small museum offers
a rotating exhibit, organized by theme,
that changes once a year. Find current
themes online. In the future, Corvallis
will base a new museum offering
greater display. A model is on exhibit.
This stately old-timer will continue to
mark history and serve research.
Where to stay: Coastal camping is
available when journeying to Newport
(U.S. Highway 20) or Waldport (SR 34);
private campgrounds serve the valley.

Philip Foster Farm, Eagle Creek
Tucked in @ modern crossroads
between greater Portland and

Mount Hood, this historical site at
the end of the Barlow Road captures
a sometimes forgotten chapter in
Oregon Trail history. Here stands the
farm that welcomed and supplied

arriving pioneers. After hundreds of
days of hardship, dust and shortage,
this oasis suggested the fulfillment of
the Oregon Trail.

Philip Foster partnered in the Barlow
toll road (Mount Hood bypass), but his
generosity of spirit often usurped profit.
View the farmhouse, barn, gardens,
blacksmith shop and re-created
pioneer store. The home is adorned by
an enormous lilac, the first in Oregon.
Living history events are popular.

Where to stay: Milo Mclver State
Park (about 12 miles southwest
through Estacada) has water and
electric sites. Forest Service sites sit
along the Clackamas River (southeast)
and at the base of Mount Hood
(northeast).

Collier Memorial State Park,
Logging Museum, Chiloquin
North of Klamath Falls, along Spring
Creek and beneath the ponderosa
pines and firs, this outdoor exhibit
honors logging. Oregon’s untouched

Roadmaster...
What those in the know, use to tow!

Questions
about Dinghy
Towing?
Call the experis
1-800-669-9690 2

The easiest to use tow bars, by a true American manufacturer!




From top, right: Chandler Cabin, built in 1861, is a few blocks away from the Eastern Oregon
Museum. The cabin is said to be the oldest wooden structure in Baker County, and is furnished in
the style of the late 1880s. Northwest Vintage Car & Motorcycle Museum, located on the grounds
at Antique Powerland, includes an outdoor exhibit of a 1938-era Texaco gas station.

forest of 4-foot-diameter trees
sponsored a flood of emigrant loggers
from the Northwoods of Minnesota,
Wisconsin and Michigan, bringing
skills and equipment. Joining them,
deserting sailors brought a knowledge
of riggings. When walking among the
antique equipment, water wagons,
horse-powered drag saw, steam
donkey, railcars, cats, cranes and
diesel trucks, signify the various
chapters in logging. A general store,
barn, smokehouse and cabins shape
Pioneer Village.

Where to stay: Across U.S. 97 is
park camping.

Bowman Museum, Prineville

In an old bank, this museum provides
another look at frontier life. Visitors
can learn about cattle and sheep

conflicts and logging ponderosa pines,
as well as Central Oregon’s favorite
son, Les Schwab, who made his mark
in tires, treating customers like his
own grandma. The voices of tribal
members tell about digging for roots
or gathering dogbane for basketry.
Tears well at the tribute to the lost
promise of the Prineville Hotshot Crew
claimed by the Storm King Mountain
Fire. Mouse traps, the wooden hands
from the first clock in the courthouse
tower and the homesteader’s secret
for keeping milk sweet in hot weather
(limewater) are other discoveries.

Where to stay: Find BLM and
Crook County Fairgrounds camping
south of town along Crooked River
Back Country Byway. Ochoco and
Prineville Reservoirs, also offer scenic
campsites.

Fort Rock Homestead Village
Museum, Fort Rock

Southeast of Bend, along Oregon
Outback Scenic Byway (SR 31), this
tiny community shows what a handful
of motivated volunteers can do. They
relocated and assembled a pictur-
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esque village of rustic cabins, a
well-to-do’s two-story house,
doctor’s office, general store, church
and school (11 structures to date),
saving each from certain demise
of time, neglect and weathering
or the intentional demolition to
protect rangeland. The wind-washed
sage-and-rabbitbrush plain of the
village all too clearly captures the
hardship of homesteading in the
high desert. The seasonal visitor
center and guided tours fill in
details. Off-season viewing is from
the parking lot only. At the state park
to its north, the tuff ring of Fort Rock
draws visitors.

Where to stay: About an hour'’s
drive from Fort Rock, off U.S.

All structures at Fort Rock Homestead
Village Museum, including the General
Store, were relocated to the site and
assembled strictly by volunteers.

40 MotorHome March 2049

97-North, La Pine State Park (west)
offers a full-service campground;
Newberry National Volcanic
Monument (east) has U.S. Forest
Service campgrounds.

Gilliam County Historical
Museum, Condon

In an old railroad depot in the grain-
belt, this museum and its outbuild-
ings explain pioneer life on the
Columbia Plateau. Exhibits feature
the essentials and homespun charm.
View carpenter’s tools, household
wares and post office stations from

towns that have slipped from the map.

Learn how S.M. Cooney traded two
gunny sacks of mane hair, one of tail
hair and an old cow hide to secure

a handsome pair of beaded leather
gloves sewn by Flora, wife of Celilo
Indian Chief Tommy Thompson. The
agricultural building holds saddles
and tack, and all manner of wagons
and trucks. Rice Cabin includes the
original 1902 Teddy Roosevelt-signed
land grant.

Where to stay: Adjacent the
museum, at the fairgrounds, Burns
Park offers hookup sites. Cottonwood
Canyon State Park (26 miles
northwest on SR 206) has primitive
camping on the John Day River.

Eastern Oregon Museum, Haines
Bells, dolls and branding irons. North
of Baker City, en route to Anthony
Lakes on Elkhorn Scenic Byway, this
museum on the Oregon Trail examines
Western life and welcomes hands-on
involvement. Housed in the old school
gymnasium, outlying buildings and
pioneer park, the extensive collection

From far left: The
Gilliam County
Historical Museum

in Condon features
exhibits based on
pioneer life. The
Bowman Museum in
Prineville is housed in
an old bank and depicts
life as it was on the
Oregon frontier.

tells the story of logging, mining and
ranching and early day life in eastern
Oregon. Belly up at the Bourne Bar
(historically speaking], and see what
else you'll find.

Where to stay: Anthony Lake
Campground (U.S. Forest Service) is
about 15 miles northwest via Anthony
Lakes Highway/FR 73.@

For More Information

Antique Powerland, Brooks
503-393-2424, http://antiquepowerland.com

Benton County Historical Society Museum
541-929-6230, www.bentoncountymuseum.org

Bowman Museum, Prineville
541-447-3715,
http://crookcountyhistorycenter.org

Collier Memorial State Park,
Logging Museum
541-783-2471, https://oregonstateparks.org

Eastern Oregon Museum
541-856-3233,
www.easternoregonmuseum.com

Fort Rock Valley Historical Museum
541-576-2251,
www.fortrockoregon.com/frvhs.html

Gilliam County Historical Museum
541-384-4233,
www.co.gilliam.or.us/museums.html

Oregon State Parks

information: 800-551-6949,

camping reservations: 800-452-5687,
http://oregonstateparks.org

Philip Foster Farm
503-637-6324, www.philipfosterfarm.com

Port Orford Lifeboat Station Museum
541-332-0521,
www.capeblancoheritagesociety.com

Tillamook County Pioneer Museum
503-842-4553, www.tcpm.org

Travel Oregon
800-547-7842, http://traveloregon.com
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Dubbed Tsé Bii' Ndzisgaii by

Plateau is a study in the histo

ccording to the oral tradition
of the Navajo people, or Dineh
s they prefer, many centuries

ago the Earth’s surface was formed
after flooding waters welled up from
the earth below. Deities, animals and
their ancestors emerged through a
giant reed. With stone cutting tools they
cut trenches to drain away the flood-
waters and expose the land. When the
flood waters were gone, the mud dried
to leave the siltstone on the floor of the
valley. And then the Beings who had
come from below placed the mountains
and other landmarks and called it Tsé
Bii’ Ndzisgaii. We know it as Monument
Valley, and it is spectacular!

We were south of Mexican Hat on
U.S. Highway 163 in southeast Utah,
came over a rise, and got our first
view of the massive sandstone buttes

Navajo Nation

The Navajo Nation Reservation covers more
than 25,000 miles in Arizona, Colorado, New
Mexico and Utah. For more information,

visit https://navajonationparks.org.



By Steve Munnell

“NT VALLEY MARVEL

the Navajo people, this stunning stretch of the Colorado
ry of Native American relations and Hollywood Westerns

and mesas that make this a truly
remarkable destination. Monument
Valley straddles Utah and northern
Arizona in the northern portion of the
sprawling 29,817-square-mile Navajo
Reservation, better known as the
Navajo Nation. They are a sovereign
nation, but their lands are held in trust
by the U. S. government. The Navajo
National Tribal Council oversees all
operations including their own police
force, schools, colleges, housing,
museums and natural resources.

We entered the Valley among the
towering rock formations and arrived
at the new Monument Valley KOA
campground located at milepost 2 on
the Utah-Arizona border. This park has
54 full-hookup, gravel sites, most of
them pull through. The campground is
open from mid-March until the end of

October. The Wi-Fi is pretty good, but
unless you have a satellite you probably
won't be watching much TV. But who
cares when you are surrounded by
breathtaking scenery during the day
and awash in brilliant stars at night? On
our first night in the park, a full moon
came up right next to one of the huge
mesas. It was beautiful!

The next day we traveled 5 miles
in our motorhome to the Monument
Valley Tribal Park and Visitors Center
at the east end of Monument Valley
Road. It is important to note that this
is a free-range area, so drive carefully
and watch for horses and cattle on the
roads. Admission at the gate is $20 per
vehicle. This is not a National Park but
part of the Navajo Nation, so National
Park Passes are not accepted.
There is plenty of parking

7
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for buses and RVs in front of the
visitors center. The View Campground
is located next to the tribal park. It has
30 primitive RV sites with no hookups.
The registration office does offer some
camping supplies, food, drinks and ice.
Daniel, the young Navajo guide who
would take us on a memorable 17-mile
tour down into the valley, was waiting
for us in front of the visitors center.
You can use your own dinghy vehicle
for the trip through the valley, but you
would be better off going with a guide
in an open-air, four-wheel-drive Jeep
or truck they call “Chitties.” Prices for

- e

ccessible via an unpaved road.
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Photos: Steve Munnell

a two-hour tour start at $40 per person
and are readily available. The valley
road is unpaved and as rough as they
come. ATVs and other off-road-terrain
vehicles are not allowed. In addition,
there are some places you cannot go
unless you are with a Navajo guide. For
us, the best reasons were that Daniel
explained in detail all the marvelous
things we were seeing, and his stories
about his people and the valley were
captivating. Be sure to bring water and
snacks because you will not find any
for sale in the valley.

The Navajo reservation, including
Monument Valley, lies within the
southern third of the mile-high
Colorado Plateau, a 130,000-square-
mile geological province created some
570 million years ago. Mud from the
ocean floor became sandstone held
together by the Organ Rock formations

44 MotorHome March 2019
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| N THE SOUTHERN THIRD OF
AFTEAU, A 130,000-SQUARE-MILE

and limestone sediment. The Organ
Rocks act as the pedestals for all the
monuments in the valley. Our first stop
was an overlook where we viewed the
West and East Mitten buttes and the
Merrick Butte. Both Mittens are more
than 6,000 feet in total elevation and
are so named because they resemble
two gigantic mittens with their thumbs
facing inward. According to Daniel, the
Navajo believe they are the hands left
behind by Holy People to signal that
one day they will rule again. Merrick
Butte also exceeds 6,000 feet in
elevation. This stop, and several others
on our tour, had sheltered gift stands
where the Navajo sell their handmade
jewelry and other crafts. We passed
the huge Elephant Butte on our way to
the Three Sisters Monument and the
John Ford’s Point overlook.

Daniel explained to us that the

The stunning Ford’s Point overlook was named
for famous movie director John Ford, who
filmed seven Westerns in Monument Valley.

Navajo have lived in the Southwest for
more than 500 years. The mountains
and sandstone formations are both
alive and sacred to his people,
providing them with security and

a harmony with nature. Countless
stories about the valley have been
passed down from one Navajo
generation to the next.

He then told us the story about a
time of great suffering of his people
known to them as “The Long Walk.”

In 1848, the United States claimed
the New Mexico territories that
included the ancestral homelands of
the Navajo and Mescalero Apaches.
When these tribes resisted the

Goulding's Lodge, Trading Post
and Campground has 66 full-
hookup RV sites, all of which
offer spectacular views of
Monument Valley. The Hogan is
the traditional Navajo dwelling.
The interior structure is wooden
timbers that are completely
packed with mud. The door
always faces east to welcome the
rising sun and should be entered
in a clockwise direction.
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resulting westward expansion, the government decided to
relocate them. It was an ugly chapter in U.S. history. In early
1864, Col. Christopher “Kit” Carson directed the operation
with these orders, “All Indian men of the Mescalero (and
Navajo) tribe are to be killed whenever and wherever you
can find them. The women and children will not be harmed,
but you will take them prisoner...” Over several months,
their homes and other property were destroyed, and they
were herded to Fort Defiance in eastern Arizona. In March
of that year, 11,000 Navajo began a 350-mile forced-march
through New Mexico to Fort Sumner and a 40-square-

mile desolate, wind-swept reservation called the Bosque
Redondo. They called it H'weeldi, the place of suffering.
There, for four years, they endured, “the time of fear and
suffering.” Many died from starvation and disease. They
lived in crude dug-out holes and the barren land yielded
almost no crops. An estimated 20 percent of the Navajo
tribe was lost during this period. In early 1868, the U.S.
government finally realized that the relocation effort was a
failure. In June of that year The Treaty of 1868 was signed at
the Bosque Redondo. It returned their native lands to them
and established a sovereign Navajo Nation. On June 18,
1868, some 7,000 Navajo men, women and children began
the long journey back to their sacred lands. And when their
sacred turquoise mountain “Tsoodzit” finally came into sight
they were reminded that because of their beliefs, prayers,

The views in every direction from the KOA Campground are wonderful.

strength and hope they had endured.

We stopped at the gift shop next to The Three Sisters
monument and John Ford’s Point overlook. The Three
Sisters is a trio of beautiful spires located at the end of the
southeast corner of massive Mitchell Mesa. Ford’s Point is
named for the legendary Hollywood director who filmed a
number of memorable movies in Monument Valley. More
about that later ...

Unless we were with a guide like Daniel, we would have
never made it to our next stop — Moccasin Arch. All the
power of his four-wheel-drive truck was needed to get us
through the deep sand of the trail leading to it. It was well
worth it. Moccasin Arch is a huge pothole natural sandstone
arch, one of several in the valley.

Our next stop between Raingod and Thunderbird Mesas
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was the homestead of one of the most
famous Navajos of the 300,000-plus-
member tribe, Susie Yazzie. She was
a superb weaver, creating beautiful
tapestries and rugs in the traditional
way on the dirt floor of her traditional
Navajo dwelling called a Hogan. Yazzie
passed away in 2006 at the age of 90,
but her granddaughter carries on her
work inside the Hogan. Hogan doors
always face east and should be entered
in a clockwise direction. Yazzie's
granddaughter provided us with an
interesting demonstration of how wool
is spun into long stands using an old-
fashioned spindle. This was followed
by a weaving demonstration on her
upright loom.

During the final part of the tour
we saw in the distance the Yeibicheie
sandstone formation and the neighbor-
ing Totem Pole butte. Navajo tradition
says that these formations are a line of
prayer sticks held up by lightning. The
381-foot-high Totem Pole was used in
actor/director Clint Eastwood's 1975

film, “The Eiger Sanction.” Eastwood
actually scaled it — the last time this
was ever allowed by the Navajo.

With our trip through the valley
completed, we thanked Daniel for
a truly memorable tour and walked
to the Tribal Park Visitors Center.
In addition to a hotel and premium
cabins, the center has a nice full-
service restaurant and a trading
post that is loaded with handcrafted
Navajo jewelry, pottery, wool rugs and
blankets. The veranda next to the gift
shop is a great place for photos and
an awe-inspiring view of the valley.
The floor below the gift shop has
several rooms containing artifacts and
displays that do a nice job explaining
the history of the Navajo Nation, from
its beginning to its current system of
government. And, there is a separate
room with wonderful displays that tell
the story of the heroic Navajo Code
Talkers. During World War Il, more
than 400 Navajo served in Marine
Corps divisions engaged in battle

with Japan. They were involved in

a top-secret mission in which they
developed a system to send coded
messages using their native language.
Their code completely baffled the
Japanese, and by the end of the war it
consisted of nearly 800 terms. It is the
only code in military history to never be
broken by the enemy. We returned to our
campground in the late afternoon after
what had been a truly amazing day.

The Man Who Brought Hollywood
to Monument Valley

The next morning, we drove our
motorhome south again on Highway
163 and turned west on Monument
Valley Road for a short ride to
Goulding’s Lodge and Trading Post.
The RV park here is open year-round
and has 66 full-hookup sites on hard-
packed red dirt pads. The park's
access roads are asphalt. Electrical
service is 50-amp on some sites,
30-amp on others. They have cable TV
and limited Wi-Fi. Just like our first

Take Charge, pull the plug!

Time to pull the plug and instead keep your auxiliary battery fully charged while driving. The new,
award winning REDARC, in-vehicle DC battery charger range charges your second battery while
on the move. Take charge, see the range and all the features af redarcelectronics.com/bcdc &

THE POWER OF

“YreDARC]

Ty
~
BAI

RA4088

Redarc, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card

March 2019 MotorHome 47



MONUMENT VALLEY MARVEL

The museum in the original
Goulding’s Trading Post has a
room full of movie memorabilia
including this promotional photo
of Henry Fonda, Shirley Temple
and John Wayne, the three stars
of the 1948 John Ford Western,
“Fort Apache.” More than 400
heroic Navajo Code Talkers
served in the Marine Corps during
World War Il. Using their native
language, they developed a
system to send coded messages.
It completely baffled the Japanese
and was never broken.

campground, the views here are spec-
tacular. We parked below the original
trading post that dates to the 1920s.
It is here that we learned about the
person most responsible for bringing
the movie industry to the valley —
Harry Goulding. Long-time Arizona
Senator Barry Goldwater once said,
“There are very few men in this world
like Harry.” Goulding, a cowboy from
Colorado, came to Monument Valley
in the early 1920s. He and his wife,
Leone, lived in a 10-by-12-foot tent
for a time before building a small,
two-story stone trading post. They
carved out a living raising sheep and
bartering goods with the Navajo, who
had lived in the valley for centuries.
Then came the Great Depression

of the late 1920s-1930s. It was a
terrible time for the Gouldings, but
even worse for the Native Americans
living here. In 1938, Goulding put a
plan in motion that began with an
uncertain trip to Hollywood. He had
heard that United Artists was looking
for a location to film a Western.
Armed with an album of 8-by-10
photos of Monument Valley, “bedrolls,
a coffeepot and some grub,” the
Gouldings drove to Hollywood. The

receptionist at United Artists told
him there was absolutely no way for
him to see anyone about any movie
production without an appointment.
Goulding went to get his bedroll with
the intent to camp out in front of the
office. The receptionist decided to
call someone. That someone was the
location manager for the Western
movie “Stagecoach,” which was
about to begin production. The story
goes that he was about to call the
police to have Goulding removed. But
then he caught a glimpse of some

of Goulding’s stunning photographs.
The rest is Hollywood history! He
and legendary director John Ford
pored through the photos and asked
where in the world they had come
from. A short time later, Ford began
production of “Stagecoach” on
location — in Monument Valley. It
was the first of seven films he would
direct there, all of them box office hits
featuring the unsurpassed beauty of
the valley and actors that included
John Wayne, Henry Fonda and Shirley
Temple. Many other feature films
would be produced there as well. For
the Navajo, the movie productions
were a godsend for their economy.

They were used on the production
crews and as extras. They also provided
livestock and other goods and services.
Ford and Goulding had a long friendship
and the Goulding family was able to
build their trading post and lodge.

The original trading post is today
a museum with photos and memo-
rabilia that provide a great history
of the Gouldings’ early years. A
separate room is filled with original
movie posters, promotional photos
and original costumes worn by actors
in many of the John Ford Westerns.
Behind the trading post sits Goulding’s
original potato cellar with its thick
walls and dirt roof. It looks just as it did
when it was used as the living quarters
of the cavalry officer John Wayne
played in the 1949 box-office hit, “She
Wore a Yellow Ribbon.”

There is nothing else on earth
like Monument Valley. The scenery
is breathtaking, and the history is
remarkable. The wonderful relation-
ship the valley shares with the Native
Americans who have lived here for
centuries is inspiring. The mesas, the
buttes, the stories and the absolute
beauty of this place are the kind of stuff
they make movies about. @

For More Information

Goulding’s Monument Valley Lodge,
Trading Post and Campground
435-727-3231, www.gouldings.com

Monument Valley KOA
800-562-3424, www.koa/campgrounds/
monument-valley

Monument Valley Tribal Park
435-727-5870, https://navajonationparks.
org/tribal-parks/monument-valley/

Moccasin Arch is a huge pothole
natural sandstone arch, one of
several in Monument Valley.
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By Mary Zalmanek

10 MORE
HOBBIES

FOR THE ROAD

OUR SIXTH INSTALLMENT OF FUN AND ENTERTAINING
PASTIMES FROM RVERS FEATURES ARTS, CRAFTS, MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS AND A HULA HOOP

hile people enjoy the RV lifestyle
for a variety of reasons, some
common motivators are to travel,
enjoy the great outdoors, meet like-
minded people and learn new things. RVers visit
state and national parks, tour famous landmarks
and cultural attractions, and explore big cities and
small towns. The list of recreational actives our
mobile community participates in seems endless:
hiking, biking, fishing, kayaking, playing golf and
pickle ball, ATVing, skiing, hang gliding, parachuting
and rock climbing, just to name a few.

This group also enjoys creating and learning.
Six years ago, | started asking fellow RVers about
their hobbies. | was surprised to discover the wide
variety of artistic and educational pursuits possible
in a motorhome: stained glass, woodworking,
painting, genealogy, playing musical instruments
and studying foreign languages. The people featured
in this year’s article are as enthusiastic about their
fun and entertaining pastimes as ever.

Tlustroted Trovel Jownols
Michele Diamond has taken journaling to a whole
new level. Inspired by a garden sketching and
journaling class, she created her first illustrated
travel journal in 2013. Since then, she’s done

one each year to capture memories of her RVing
adventures, and one of a trip to New Zealand.
Her journals include a written account
and drawings of wildflowers, prickly pear cacti,
landscapes, historic landmarks and anything else
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that captured her attention. She even drew

a map of her four-day trek around Milford
Sound, situated on New Zealand's South Island.
Michele and her husband, Sumner Schachter,
have attended a June music festival in Aspen,
Colorado, for the last 10 years. She keeps track
of favorite musicians, like Jackson Browne and
the Tedeschi Trucks Band.

While Michele creates most entries by
hand, at least one noteworthy item was cut
from a newspaper: an article with a photo of
a bear standing on its hind legs and breaking
into a nearby SUV at their campground. They
had heard the commotion in the early-morning
hours. Later they saw the damage a hungry
bear can do when going after food left on the
seat of a vehicle.

Reoding

Sumner Schachter is an active guy. When

he’s camping, most of his time is spent in
physical pursuits like biking, hiking or kayaking.
When he does sit still, he usually has a book
in his hand. Many of the books he reads are
selections for his book club, The Epicureans,
“A Men's Support Group for Thinking and
Drinking.” The group has nine members from
various professions. They meet eight times

a year to discuss books and have lively con-
versations about family, national and interna-
tional politics, religion, war, peace, and local
events and issues, all with respect and humor
as needed. The host prepares the meal, and
Sumner reports there are some great chefs in

the group. Once a year, they invite their spouses

to read the book selection and participate

in their discussion and meal. These discus-
sions often continue around a campfire. About
half of The Epicureans and their spouses get
together for an annual camping trip. Books are
frequently a topic in casual conversations, both
ones they've read and those considered for
future book club selections.
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Hulo: Hooping
Two weeks before Vanessa
Todd left on a six-week RV
trip to Alaska, she started
hula hooping as a way to
stay in shape while on the
road. She ordered a collaps-
ible hula hoop from https://
hoopnotica.com. It comes
apart in six segments for
compact, easy storage.
Vanessa found free in-
troductory classes online
at https://hooplovers.tv.
The skills she learned in a
month’s time included waist
hooping, hip hooping, knee
and chest hooping, and hand
tricks. This form of exercise
helps trim the waist, and
improves balance and
posture.

Todd prefers to hoop
on grass, but she can use
a throw rug over gravel
surfaces. With her hula
hoop, a Bluetooth speaker,
an iPod or smart phone
and a dance playlist, she’s
set to go. She hoops for 30
minutes a day to music like
“Uptown Funk” by Bruno
Mars, “Golden Years” by
David Bowie and “Brick

House” by the Commodore

Fly Tying

Bill Todd's goal for his six-week
Alaska trip was to fish “every
possible day.” An avid fisherman
since he was 6 years old, he's
been tying flies for about 25
years. He made a portable bench
for tying flies out of a cutting
board that he takes with him

on RV trips. When tying flies,

Bill chooses a pattern (most of
which have specific “recipes” in
terms of materials and the order
of applying them) for the fish
species he intends to catch and
what they are currently eating.
He also chooses an appropriate
hook for the fly. For example,
when fishing for sockeye salmon,
he uses a large, heavy hook
because of their hard-fighting
character.

Bill has reeled in sockeye in
the Kenai and Russian rivers,
arctic char in Cooper Lake and
northern pike in the Yukon. He
paid $300 to freeze and ship
home the first 35 pounds of fish
he caught. After that, they ate
what he caught or released the
fish. For catch and release, he
uses a barbless hook. Bill said,
“A fish is too valuable a resource
to catch just once.”




l-stoml ointed Silk
corves

My sister-in-law, Roxanna Zalmanek,
makes hand-painted scarves and
bandanas. Her husband, Charlie, made
PVC frames that allow her to attach
long scarves or square bandanas.
While she has painted on silk and
cotton, she prefers silk. Once the silk
is on the frame, she uses a resist to
create the pattern, so dyes don’t run
together, allowing for more detail. The
resist is like a glue that will wash out
after the dyes are applied. Sometimes
she tints the resist to create a more
colorful line. In three years, she’s
made about 150 scarves, bandanas and
pillow covers. Most of them have floral
or wildlife designs. The actual painting
of the fabric is an outdoor activity since
the silk dyes would permanently stain
any surface they touch.

Another process Roxanna uses
to make scarves is arashi shibori,

Coricoture Wood Corver

When Jim Miller was 14 years old,
he learned wood carving in Boy
Scouts. In more recent years, he
further developed his skills by taking
caricature carving lessons from
several of the top woodcarvers in the
nation. Jim enjoys making sculptures
that look like his friends. Initially
he measures his subject’s mouth,
eyes and nose to get the proportions
correct. He takes a photo and works

o from that.
He paints the
finished product,
then presents
the likeness
as a gift to his
friend. He's given
away nearly 70
carvings over
the last 20 years.
These lucky
people are the
recipients of fine
pieces of work.
Jim, a master
ood carver,

an ancient Japanese technique of
tie dying. She attaches the fabric to
a circular tube, wraps it with string,
scrunches it up, then hand paints it.
The result of arashi (Japanese word
for “storm”) shibori is a diagonal
stripe pattern reminiscent of storm-
driven rain.

‘th!n

1

has won close to 100 blue ribbons in
various competitions, including a Best
of Show at the Indio Date Festival.

The tools he needs for woodcarving
— chisels, gouges and knives — are
easily stored in his motorhome. For
his sculptures, he uses basswood from
Minnesota, which has no knots and a
smooth, even grain.

RV Armor Lifetime
Roof

leak and
worry-free

FOR LIFE.

© Lightweight: Seamless, and
maintenance-free

@ Convenient: Don’t Move! We'll
come to you and install your
new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.

© Affordable: Less expensive than
a traditional roof replacement

©® Permanent: Lifetime material
and labor
warranty.
Tracked by
the VIN #

www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-182-1661)

RV ARMOR is a Federally
Registered Trademark

of RV Armor, Inc.

All Rights Reserved.
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AL HE SR Porceloin Mosoics
FOR Rv CHASSIS Sixteen years ago, Nancy Gibbs’
sisters learned to make mixed-
PERFORMANCE! media, three-dimensional mosaics
at a workshop on the California
f{ coast with a leading mosaic artist.
Her younger sister, Donna, then
taught Nancy how to make these
- s lovely works of art. Nancy searches
— antique shops and garage sales for
Tired of the driver interesting ceramic and porcelain
fatigue and rOCk & I'O” figurines and dishes. The figurines
on your Freight[iner become the centerpieces of her
XC-based motorhome? | mosaics. She breaks dishes to make

tiles. When friends accidentally
break a dish, they save the pieces

Try our REK'206_Sway for Nancy, knowing she will turn
ar u gfade klt _tO their misfortune into something

smooth out the ride! | peautiful.

Nancy sold several mosaics

*Drastically reduce body roll at both low | at a juried art show in Colorado,

and high speeds. but then decided the fun is in the
* Greatly reduce driver fatigue and making, not the selling. Now she
increase comfort. either hangs them in her own home
¢ Eliminate nose dive under braking. or gives them away.

o Excellent maneuverability at road
speed, no more “tail wag".

o SE| Comfort Control valves (CCV). ?0’ ymer C’O- y

Manage the rebound of the air bags T )

for greater chassis and body control. ewelry

Like no other product on the market. Jennifer Patterson has had a

e Custom tuned SEI Platinum Series lifelong interest in art, exploring

several mediums before discover-

ing polymer clay 20 years ago. She

eventually started making jewelry

in quilt block designs. Now she

travels the country in an RV selling

her products at various shows.

Her quilt designs are popular,

especially at quilt shows, and at

Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque,

New Mexico, she sells colorful

balloon-shaped jewelry.

She creates custom colors by
running FIMO polymer clay through
a food processor and a pasta
machine to blend colors. To get color
gradation, she runs two or more solid

FOR MORE INFORMATION, gRNES through the pasta machine
SEE ARTICLE IN OCTOBER up to 20 times. Strands of clay are
2017 MOTORHOME, OR stacked together to create intricate
CONTACT US AT patterns. This process can take up

to three weeks. The final product is

541 -343-0293 baked in a toaster oven for one hour

wWwWw RV_CHASSIS com at 265 degrees Fahrenheit.
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In 2001, Jim Foster was intrigued by
four-line controllable stunt kite flying. Since
then, he and his wife, Lynn, have built 20
kites. Flying as the pairs team “The Kite
Kids,” they have participated in kite festivals
around the world. Teams of two, four, six,
eight or more — the world record is a group
of 81 people — fly kites together. Jim is
often the lead, calling out commands. It's

a lot like a square-dance caller, but in kite
flying, the caller gets to play along.

The best winds for flying a kite are at
the beach. With steady winds, the complex
routines, often choreographed to music,
can be very precise. Even with the erratic
winds at Balloon Fiesta in Albuquer-
que, Jim and Lynn put on an impressive
impromptu show for some of the people
who were attending an RV rally. They
demonstrated a “kiss,” which looks like a
butterfly when the kites touch.

Photo: Chuck Robinson

Flutist

Beginning her second year
RVing and anticipating life as
a snowbird, Debbie Robinson
realized she would have some
free time on her hands. Her
musical experience included
playing the piano and clarinet.
Debbie’s piano keyboard

was too big for their 25-foot
motorhome. Unbeknownst

to her husband, she had an
overwhelming desire to play
the flute. When she was 58,
she purchased a flute and

taught herself how to play. Now

that she has time to practice
regularly, she enjoys playing
Beatles tunes, and other
classic rock and pop music,
plus songs like Beethoven's
“Fur Elise” and Scott Joplin’s
“The Entertainer.”

Debbie is also an avid
reader of nonfiction books.
In a recent read, “The Social
Conquest of Earth,” the author,
Edward O. Wilson, writes, “To

perform music is human nature

... Learning to play a musical
instrument even alters the
structure of the brain ... Music
is closely linked to language in
mental development.” Her new
hobby is not only challenging,
fun and entertaining, it's
healthy, too. Debbie’s
encouragement to others is,
“It's never too late to pick up an
instrument.” @

An Award Winning Newmar Dealer
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COACHMEN LEPRECHAUN PREMIER 260DS

Fightin’ Irish

COACHMEN'S LEPRECHAUN PREMIER 260DS IS FOR FAMILY CAMPING IN STYLE

By Chris Dougherty

ost lines of motorhomes have at least a couple of trim levels,
IVI giving potential buyers an opportunity to upgrade if the budget allows

for the extra-cost luxury features. Given the choice, buyers must make
a decision if the upgrades are cost effective and meet the family’s requirements
for a motorhome. In the October 2018 issue, we published a test of the 2019

Coachmen Freelander 26RS, which is a similar floorplan to the Leprechaun
Premier 260DS model evaluated here. Does an upgrade make sense and fit your

lifestyle? Read on and you be the judge.

The Leprechaun Premiere and

Freelander are structurally identical;

the latter equipped with only one
slide rather than two. Both have the
same chassis offerings: Ford E-450
or Chevrolet 4500. So, if you belong
to Team Oval or Team Bowtie, you
can have a choice of chassis. Both
chassis are modified in-house for a
motorhome body and are fitted with

Firestone’s Ride-Rite air suspension.

One Freelander floorplan, the 20CB,
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is also available on the Ford Transit
underpinnings.

To the credit of the company’s
management, Coachmen switched
all of its side wall production to Azdel,
which is a waterproof backer for the
fiberglass that virtually eliminates dry
rot and delamination from leaks. Class
C motorhomes and truck campers have
a long-standing issue with cabover
leaking and failure because of complex
seams and a lack of roof maintenance.

While water damage can still occur if the
RV owner doesn’t do the proper mainte-
nance, the major structural issues from
water intrusion are reduced.

Basically, the differences between
the two motorhomes are what you
can see and feel. It's like comparing a
Buick and Chevrolet; both are similar
in structure, but the former has better
paint and trim, nicer interior furnish-
ings and some extra niceties.

The Inside Scoop

Stepping into the Leprechaun, it's
immediately evident that the interior
finishes are more appealing than the
Freelander. The Leprechaun line has
two interior décor options, chocolate
and vanilla, which were later renamed
mocha and cream. The furniture is
clad in soft vinyl, and the extensive




Storage is ample in the 260DS, especially in
the galley. The double-door refrigerator and
pantry (right) are located in a slideout and
accessible when the slide is extended. The
kitchen drawers (far right) are nicely hidden
at the base of the galley’s peninsula-counter
configuration and are quite deep.

cappuccino cherry wood grain cabinets
have a high-gloss finish that gives the
interior a high-end look. The cabinets
over the sofa (or optional recliners,
$761) have glass door inserts with an
LED backlight. We're not sure how
this will work out for buyers with a lot
of stuff in the cabinet, as the items (at
least in shadow) appear through the
glass — but pre-sale, it looks pretty
good. If nothing else, the light will help
find things in the inevitable black hole
formed in many RV cabinets.

The galley is compact but usable.
Cooking chores will have to be
efficient, and the L-shaped dinette
table can serve as additional prep
space. Coachmen added a flip-up
counter to the side of the cabinet near
the sink to add workspace, and the
deep, single-bowl round plastic sink
and range top can be covered if more
space is needed.

At first glance, we were concerned
with what appeared to be a complete
lack of drawers in the galley. But,
simply open the vertical base cabinet
door at the end of the peninsula, and
four drawers are exposed. While not
huge, they are deep and long enough to
hold a variety of items. The rest of the
base cabinet has lots of open room, and

enterprising RVers can create solutions
to utilize available space.

The cabover on the test model had a
57-by-95-inch mattress with a 32-inch
LED HDTV on a swing-away bracket.

A DVD player is mounted under an
adjacent cabinet. The bed is relatively
comfortable and easy to climb onto
with the standard steel ladder. The

Featuring a 57-by-95-inch

o mattress and 32-inch LED TV
on a swing-away bracket, the

cabover bed area (above) is

The windshield and opening

out of bed.

fun for kids and adults alike.

driver’s-side window offer great
views. The standard quick-re-
lease net (above, right) helps to
prevent occupants from rolling

QUEEN BED

——

-
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front windshield, which is part of the
optional molded fiberglass front cap
($630.75) offers not only more light,
but a great, fort-like vantage point for
the kids to spy on the campground. A
driver's-side window opens for ventila-
tion, and a MaxxFan with cover (part of
the Comfort and Convenience Package,
$3,190), directly overhead creates a
soothing breeze.

Techies will like the Leprechaun,
which not only has USB power points
throughout the interior, but every unit
has a WiFiRanger as a “mandatory”
option for 2019 ($245). While the
router was completely hidden (read:
we searched and couldn’t find it)
there’s a power switch under the
kitchen cabinet.

The master bedroom has a queen
bed in a slideout that folds in half for
the slide to retract. While perhaps not
the most convenient arrangement, it
works well, and the foam mattress
is pretty comfortable. Kudos to the
designers for including bedside tables
and device connections. Another
MaxxFan is included with the package.

As was the case with the
Freelander, the side-bath design is
pretty compact. We noted that the
vanity was small in the Freelander,
and in the Leprechaun, the company
has added a slide-out countertop

from the wall, over top of the toilet
to the vanity. It works, but sitting on
the toilet is tight for those people who
are larger and taller. A sit-down test
before buying is certainly in order.
The cab area is standard
Chevrolet, but with some added
faux-carbon fiber applique (which
was coming off the dash) and re-
upholstered two-tone stock seats.
The Jensen JRV9000 entertain-
ment system (with navigation, Apple
CarPlay, and side- and rear-view
cameras) has plenty of features, but
the function isn’t entirely on par with
some of the mainstream stereo manu-
facturers (in fact, we couldn’'t make
it work right). It's possible the stereo
needed a firmware update. Addition-
ally, instead of using mirror-mounted
side cameras, Coachmen installed
fender-mounted cameras, which are
blocked by the main body and mostly
unusable. That said, the Jensen stereo
can be easily upgraded via the after-
market for audiophiles. There are
some great cab features, including
an integrated dashboard inverter,
and optional rotating driver and
passenger seats ($390.05 each), which
complement the living space seating.

Behind the Wheel

The Chevrolet Class C cutaway
chassis is built for Chevrolet by
Navistar, and this chassis handles

WiFi Ranger
Standard on the 260DS, the WiFiRanger is well-hidden, and

is activated by this switch in the kitchen. Our tests clearly
demonstrated the benefit of this device.

Far left: We understand that
windows add weight and
cost, but the fact there are
no opening windows in the
bedroom (far left) is a bit of a
disappointment. An additional
MaxxFan will pull cooler air
from the front of the coach,
however. The bathroom (left)
is functional but tight, and
passed all of our sit-on-the-
toilet, stand-in-the-shower
and brush-your-teeth tests.

the unloaded motorhome body
adequately. The aforementioned
Ride-Rite user-adjustable, air-bag
suspension is an excellent addition,
helping stabilize the motorhome
from sway and rear-end sag. Most
controls are well within reach and
view, but the feel of the materials
is a bit underwhelming.

One feature many motorhome
owners in the gas world don't utilize
nearly enough is the transmission
tow/haul mode. While it's common
to think that it's only for towing, it
should also be activated when the
motorhome is loaded for a trip. The
tow/haul mode changes the shift
pattern for better load handling, as
well as automatically downshifting for
slowing and stopping. When activated
during the test drives, the hold-back
was impressive and reduced the
load on the brakes. Engine noise is
tolerable, and the motorhome accel-
erated and held highway speeds well.

Under the hood, daily-check items
like fluids are easily accessible. Power
heated mirrors are added to allow
good visibility around the body, and
below the doors are sturdy fiberglass
running boards, which are painted to
match. Both are also included in the
Comfort and Convenience Package.

The Outside Story

The Leprechaun Premier starts out
with color-infused high-gloss side
walls, and a painted-to-match cab,
in a choice of standard Carmel, or
full-paint Crimson Sunrise or Ebony
Star ($8,925). The Freelander has a
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COACHMEN LEPRECHAUN PREMIER 260DS

The galley and living areas (above) are roomy
with the slideout extended. The dinette is a
comfortable place for passengers to sit and
work on crafts while on the road. The rear
exterior storage (right) is big enough for all
your gear (while heeding weight ratings).

tan body and OEM factory white cab.
Does a less snazzy exterior work?

The optional molded fiberglass front
cap with LED accents and automotive-
type windshield ($630.75) make for a
nice addition as well. Exterior fit and
finish appear tight and well-made.

Outside storage is plentiful and,
as is customary with Coachmen,
awning size is maximized. Under the
awning is a cabinet that can be fitted
with an HDTV; the connections are
supplied, as is space for other small
components and patio necessities. Of
particular note is the size of the rear
storage compartment, which makes
taking along all the toys and necessi-
ties practical. As with the Freelander,
an optional solidly mounted grilling
station is available for the rear pas-
senger-side compartment ($587), a
very useful feature.

The company touts an optional
Camping Cozy Package ($1,298] for its
ability to extend the camping season.
Included in the package (not part of the
test motorhome equipment list) are
dual-pane windows, heated tank pads
and tank gate valves. To accommodate
the bathroom on the passenger’s side,

Sure, but for some of us, looks matter.

the holding tank pipes are routed
across the underside. This maintains
the correct pitch for dumping, but
also potentially exposes the pipes;
additional steps may need to be
taken to prevent freezing in extreme
weather.

Lastly, the test unit was equipped
with optional Equalizer stabilizing
jacks ($1,885). Using a switch in a
panel near the door, the stabilizer
jacks can be deployed before the
slides are extended. The stabilizer
is good for minimizing vehicle
movement, and can control side-to-
side attitude if loading is imbalanced
while in camp.

The Final Word
We liked the Leprechaun for its solid

construction, use of Azdel, feature set,

overall comfort and usability for the
price. The Freelander had an MSRP of
$88,201, and the Leprechaun 260DS,
an as-tested MSRP of $104,960,
making a $16,759 differential. Other

options include a side-by-side refriger-
ator ($2,892), recliner chairs ($761) and

Manufacturer’s Specifications

Chassis
Model Chevrolet Express Cutaway
Engine 6.0L V-8
SAE Hp 341 hp @ 5,400 rpm
Torque 373 Ib-ft @ 4,200 rpm
Transmission 6-speed automatic
Axle Ratio 4.10:1
Tires LT225/75R16E
Wheelbase 159"
Brakes Front/Rear Disc with anti-lock
Suspension Front/Rear  Independent coil spring/
multi-leaf
Fuel Capacity 57 gal
Warranty 5 years/60,000 miles powertrain;

3 years/36,000 miles bumper to bumper

Coach

Exterior Length 27" 11"
Exterior Width 84"
Exterior Height with A/C 10" 11"
Interior Width 8'
Interior Height 6" 11"
Construction Aluminum frame; laminated

side walls with Azdel underlayment; laminated
roof with TPO; laminated, aluminum framed
dual-layer floor

Freshwater Capacity 50 gal
Black-water Capacity 31 gal
Gray-water Capacity 31 gal
Water-heater Capacity 6 gal
LP-gas Capacity 16 gal
Air Conditioner 13,500 Btu
Furnace 30,000 Btu
Refrigerator 6.0-cu-ft
Inverter N/A
Charger 55 amp
Batteries (1) starting 12-volt; (1) auxiliary, 12-volt
AC Generator 4.0kW gasoline
MSRP $92,502.75
MSRP As Tested $104,960
Warranty 12 months/12,000 miles

Chassis Ratings

GAWR, F/R 4,600 Ibs/9,600 Ibs
GVWR/GCWR 14,200 Ibs/20,000 Ibs
ROCCC 2,630 Ibs
DRY WEIGHT 1,104 Ibs
GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR Gross Combination Weight Rating

ROCCC  Realistic Occupant and Cargo Carrying
Capacity (full water, no passengers)

a hydraulic leveling system ($3,661).

If you're looking for a family-friendly
or couples Class C, the Coachmen
Leprechaun Premiere 260DS will allow
you to travel in style. @

Coachmen RV
574-825-8452, www.coachmenrv.com
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By Chris Hemer

Keeping a matorhome clean, comfortable and safe s the best way
to start the travel season — here’s how the pros do it

at the leaden clouds. Wishing away the rain and snow.

Impatiently waiting for that first glorious day of spring
when you can finally bring your motorhome out of hiberna-
tion and kick another travel season into gear. Well, that time
is rapidly approaching, but before you give in to the wanton
travel bug nesting within, consider that your motorhome may

For an eternity, it seems, you've suffered. Gazing out

not have had the most peaceful winter’s rest — especially if
it was stored outdoors. Rain, snow, wind and icy conditions
can cause a number of nagging maladies, not to mention
vermin/bug infestation, mold/mildew and an overall exterior
condition that belies your steadfast detailing regimen.

Not to worry. With a systematic plan of attack, your
motorhome can work and look like new again. All it takes is
a checklist, a few good products and

=

Photos: Chris Hemer and participating manufacturers
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; ‘ some elbow grease and you'll be ready
| to hit the road again with confidence.

[

-
Spiders, wasps, mud daubers and other
critters like to seek refuge inside refrigerator
and water heater compartments — the burner
tubes and flues in particular — so make sure
to check these thoroughly before operating.



Initial Inspection

The first step is to take a walk
around the motorhome and see if
anything looks damaged or out of
place. Begin with the tires, checking
the pressure in each and inspecting
them for exterior cracks or signs

of rot, particularly if they've been
parked in standing water. If you've
had the motorhome for a few years,
you should also check the tire’s date
of manufacture, as tires can “time
out” after six to 10 years (depending
on storage conditions and exposure
to the elements) and should be
replaced even if they still look new.
Open exterior compartments for the
water heater, furnace (with exterior
access) and refrigerator, and look for
signs of fuzzy tenants like spiders,
yellow jackets and mud daubers that
may have taken up residence in the
burner tubes and other areas (insects
seem to enjoy the smell of LP-gas).
Check the condition of sealants
around exterior compartment doors,
and reseal as necessary with a
product like Geocel Pro Flex RV or a
high-quality exterior silicone such as
Lexel or GE Silicone II.

Next, check the condition of the
batteries (or have them checked) and
charge them if necessary, either by
plugging in or with a battery charger
if they have been stored off-site. An
inspection is especially important if
the motorhome has been plugged
into AC power or if the batteries have
been exposed to freezing winter;
either condition can damage or

After cleaning and drying the roof, inspect the sealant
condition around roof vents and other areas. Scrape
away cracked or lifting sealant and replace with an ap-
propriate sealer from Dicor or Alpha Systems.

ruin a battery. Verify that you have
power inside the motorhome, both
12-volt DC (battery) and 120-volt AC
(shorepower]. Run a safety check

to verify that the exterior running
lights, turn signals, etc., are working
properly and that no bulbs require
replacement.

Open the engine compartment
for a visual inspection. Rats, mice
and even stray cats can make a
temporary home on the engine,
and you don’t want to find that out
after you start it up, if you get our
meaning. Check thoroughly for, and
remove, any nesting material. If
everything looks clear, check coolant
level and make sure the fluid is still
within factory mileage and time
limits and flush, if necessary. Start
and run the engine, listening for any

y. MILDEW STAIN
K REMOVER

Mildew stains can pop up just about
anywhere in a motorhome that is stored
in damp climates. Camco’s Pro-Strength
Mildew Stain Remover is formulated to
restore the appearance of headliners,
covers, awnings and other areas in and
around the motorhome.

unusual sounds. After a few minutes,
look for oil/coolant leaks, then check
the transmission fluid level. This
usually must be done with the engine
hot idling in NEUTRAL or PARK — check
the owner’s manual if you're not
sure. Turn off the engine and verify
that the engine oil dipstick shows
the proper level.

Camco offers extension poles, soft bristle
brushes and microfiber cleaning heads
for cleaning the motorhome effectively
with minimal effort.
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Clean and Detail

If weather and temperature permit,
now is a good time to give the
motorhome a bath to wash off the
months of grime. Since the roof is
where most of the dirt collects, start
there first. Common roof materials
on newer coaches include aluminum,
fiberglass and membranes made

of rubber (EPDM), thermoplastic
polyolefin (TPO) and polyvinyl chloride
(PVC). Membrane roofs are different
from solid-surface roofs because the
membrane and sealants are more
porous and susceptible to damage
from foreign objects and neglect. In
addition, ignoring a rubber roof will
result in ugly side effects such as
chalking and black streaks, which
can run down the side walls. A variety
of products are available specifically
for cleaning and protecting RV rubber
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fiberglass; complete
kit includes 32-ounce
bottles of Poli Prep
and Poli Glow, mitt
applicator and scrub
pad with handle.

Poli Glow can be
used to restore faded

roofs, including Camco’s appropri-
ately named Rubber Roof Cleaner
and Conditioner and Dometic’s RV
Roof Cleaner/Sealer.

Fiberglass and aluminum roofs
can be cleaned like the rest of the
exterior surfaces; in other words,
hosed off and gently agitated with
a soft bristle brush (designed for
vehicle detailing) and some RV
wash. You can do this from the
ground using an extension pole
but, depending upon your balance
and how comfortable you are with
heights, you may choose to do this
job on your hands and knees while on
the roof. Here again, companies like
Camco offer a wide range of helpful
products, including microfiber wash
heads, brush attachments, extension
poles and more.

While on the roof, inspect all

EXTERIOR
O Charge batteries

O Check tire pressure, condition
O Have brakes inspected
O Inspect suspension

O Operate leveling jacks and inspect
for leaks

O De-winterize (if applicable)

OFill/sanitize freshwater system

OInspect exterior for insect/rodent
infestation/damage

O Inspect roof for cracked sealant,
other damage

O Check awning for proper operation

O Perform safety check (test brake-
lights, running lights, turn signals)

INTERIOR

O Test electrical system (both
120-volt AC and 12-volt DC)

O Check fire extinguisher

O Test smoke alarm/LP-gas/carbon
monoxide alarms and replace
batteries [if applicable). Check
dates on detectors and replace if
expired

O Test freshwater system, plumbing

O Have LP-gas system tested/
inspected

ORun LP-gas appliances (furnace,
water heater, stove, refrigerator)

seams, and ensure that the sealant
around roof vents and other areas is
in good condition; otherwise, scrape
away old sealant with a plastic putty
knife and reseal with an RV-specific
product like Dicor’s self-leveling Lap
Sealant or Alpha Systems’ Self-level-
ing RV Sealant, depending on the type
of roof (Alpha Systems is formulated
for TPO roofs). Alternately, seams,
as well as damaged areas, can be
repaired with EternaBond MicroSeal-
ant tape. Check roof vent hatches for

From far left: Thetford's Wash & Wax is a
two-in-one product that effectively removes
black streaks, bugs, dirt and road film while
leaving behind a protective coat. Dirt, grime
and deteriorating rubber/sealants on the
roof can result in dreaded black streaks
down the front, back and sides. Thetford’s
Premium RV Black Streak & Bug Remover
easily removes these stains from gelcoat,
fiberglass and painted aluminum. As a side
benefit, it also breaks down baked-on bugs.
Founded in 1973, Star brite offers a wide
range of RV-specific products, including
Premium RV Wash, Premium RV Wash &
Wax, Premium RV Polish and many others.
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Luxury downsized motorhomes,

direct from our family

ince 1985, the Gerzeny family
has been setting the pace in the

make the downsized Platinum and

Platinum Il your best motorhome value:

to yours.
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S downsized motorhome market,

manufacturing luxury Coach House
motorhomes at their family-run factory
in Venice, Fla.

Fuel-efficient Coach House RVs,

e More standard features than any other
motorhome in their class.

e Decorator interiors with solid-surface
countertops, hand-crafted cabinets,
brand-name appliances, LED lighting

ranging from 23 feet to 27 feet, are
available on either a Ford or Mercedes
chassis (gas or diesel) in a wide array of
floor plans to fit your lifestyle.

At Coach House, our mission is
simple: to build the best RVs in North
America. At the root of our quality is a
patented one-piece shell, unique in the
RV industry, that is less likely to leak,
squeak or rattle over time.

Beyond the unique one-piece shell,
here are some of the other factors that

throughout, HDTV, and more.

for your peace of mind.
e High ratings for ride and safety.

And for those who prefer a Class B,
check out the Coach House Arriva.

BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE!

Coach House motorhomes are sold direct from the
factory — there is no middleman. The “Coach House
Buying Experience” includes: personal attention from
courteous employees; a generous trade-in allowance
for your current RV; on-the-spot financing (for qualified
buyers); and instruction in how to operate your new RV.

Q¥ | DUasTR, |

e Warranty service available nationwide

e Just introduced: the new Platinum IlI,
built on a diesel Ford Transit chassis.

W Coach Howse

i

What makes the Coach House Platinum
unique? It starts with our patented
one-piece hand-laid molded fiberglass
body, specifically designed for either
the Mercedes or Ford chassis. The shell
is reinforced with carbon fiber and the
interior is lined with insulation (R-18).
The result? “The quietest motorhome
I've ever driven,” according to FMCA's
The RV Doctor.

VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT

See for yourself what makes a Coach House motor-
home so special. Visit our factory at [-75 exit 195 near
Venice, Fla., where the latest Coach House models
are on display in our showroom. Plant tours are
available for potential buyers by appointment only. The
showroom hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday.

COACH HOUSE, INC. - 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE - NOKOMIS, FL 34275 - (941) 485-0984
TOLL-FREE AT 1-800-235-0984 - ONLINE AT coachhouserv.com



AWAKENING

Awnings can be subjected to dirt, tree sap
and bird droppings while open, and mold/
mildew while closed. Camco’s Pro-Strength
Awning Cleaner is a non-bleaching formula
that is claimed to effectively remove these
stains and also offers a UV-blocker for
maximum protection.

cracks or other damage, and make

sure vent covers are in good condition

and not brittle or cracking.

When you're finished with the
roof, spray the sides, front and back
with a pressurized hose attachment
to blast off most of the surface dirt
and roof runoff. Use caution if using
a power pressure washer, which
can damage vinyl graphics. Then,
use the aforementioned wash brush,
designed for detailing, or a wash
pad on an extension pole and some
car wash soap/RV wash to clean the
surface. Some good choices here
include Camco’s Carnauba Wash &
Wax, Dometic’'s Wash N Wax, Star
brite’s Premium RV Wash/Wash &
Wax and Thetford’s Premium RV
Wash & Wax. Rinse the surface, then
use a good quality silicone squeegee
or Water Blade to dry it because this
will dramatically reduce your efforts.

Now is also a good time to
inspect the exterior fiberglass for
signs of dullness or chalking; if the
surface is in need of some TLC,

Poli Glow offers a complete kit
that includes 32-ounce containers
of Poli Glow and Poli Prep (good
for a 30-32-foot motorhome), a
mitt applicator and scrub pad with
handle. Poli Glow is easily applied
without the need for rubbing or
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Cleaning House

motorhome’s interior may be a

mix of carpet, fabric upholstery,
leather/ultraleather, tile, stone,
fiberglass and wood, each with its
own cleaning regimen. It helps to
know what products are available
for cleaning these areas, and how
they should be cleaned.

Carpet: Look for products that
have been awarded the Carpet and
Rug Institute (www.carpet-rug.org)
seal of approval, which identifies
effective carpet cleaning solutions
and equipment that clean carpet
the right way and prevent damage.
Spot Shot, a product of the WD-40
Co., is one such product.

Countertops: Countertops come
in a wide range of materials
today, ranging from tried-and-
true laminates and solid surfaces
like Corian to natural stone and
man-made “engineered” stone
products. Most all-purpose
cleaning products like Roadmas-
ter's Voom! RV Cleaner will do the
job effectively — just remember
to avoid abrasive products when
cleaning solid surface counters
in particular, as they can scratch.
The only other thing to be aware
of is that natural stone is porous,
even if a coating has been applied.
That means there are nooks

and crannies in the surface that
can allow bacteria to grow, so
make sure you use an antibacte-
rial cleaner on these surfaces to

buffing, and is formulated to last up
to 12 months.

Deploy the slides to make sure
that they are functioning properly.
Inspect the seals for integrity and

A

be safe, and use non-scratching
pads to remove tough stains. En-
gineered-stone products look and
feel like natural stone but are non-
porous. If in doubt, ask the dealer/
manufacturer what product was
used in your motorhome, and its
recommendations for cleaning it.

Fiberglass: Above all, remember
that, while fiberglass is strong,

its surface is delicate and can be
easily damaged by some abrasive
pads and/or products. In sinks,

use a store-bought, non-abrasive
cleanser, a specialty product
designed specifically for cleaning
fiberglass, or even baking soda on
a sponge dipped in white vinegar.
In showers, an ounce of prevention
is worth a pound of cure; using

a squeegee and a hand towel to
remove water from the walls and
glass will prevent hard-water spots
from forming. Otherwise, the same
methods mentioned above will get
the job done here as well.

Furniture and upholstery: These
soft goods seem to change
constantly in motorhomes, as
manufacturers attempt to keep
their interior designs fresh and
contemporary. Generally speaking,
most of the techniques used to
clean carpet will work on fabric
furniture, but it's a good idea to find
out how to clean specific furniture,
and what product to use, before an
accident happens. When in doubt,
contact the furniture manufacturer
for its recommendations. Happily,
ultraleather, vinyl and even most
leather products can be cleaned
with a damp sponge or cloth, and
there are a variety of leather/

vinyl conditioning products on the
market as well.

confirm that they are still supple
and that there are no large gaps or
cracks; Thetford and others market
rubber-seal treatments designed
for slides. If you have slide toppers,

i
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You make the priceless memories,
we’ll pay for the pricey repairs.

We recognize that time spent traveling with your family is precious and unexpected

repairs can jeopardize your travel and road trips. That's why we cover the needs
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The open road is all about freedom z
At Good Sam ESP, we care about your freedom to choose
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Choose how you pay, monthly, quarterly or annually
Choose your repair center s
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a warranty, it’s peace of mind.
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AWAKENING

check the condition of these as well,
making sure there are no tears or
signs of mold/mildew. Same goes for
the patio awning. If extra care in these
areas is necessary, Camco offers both
an Awning Cleaner and Mildew Stain
remover to help you get the job done.

Systems Check
Hopefully, the water tank was drained
before putting the motorhome in
storage. Before leaving on the first
trip, the tank should be filled and
sanitized. If you're the DIY type, you
may elect to flush the freshwater
system yourself, and sanitize it with
a diluted chlorine bleach solution or
with a kit like Thetford’s Fresh Water
Tank Sanitizer. Fill the freshwater
tank with water, then make sure the
air has been bled from all faucets
and showerhead(s) and that the
demand pump is providing adequate
flow/pressure. Now is a good time to
inspect/clean the water pump filter.
In a perfect world, the LP-gas

After flushing and sanitizing the freshwater
system, make sure there’s good flow from
every faucet/showerhead in the motorhome,
inside and out.

system should be pressure-drop
tested every year — something a
certified RV technician can do. Once
the pressure is confirmed, and there
are no leaks in the system, run the
stove and fire up the water heater,
then run the furnace for a few minutes
to make sure that it is producing
heat and the fan is working properly.
Operate the refrigerator on LP-gas
mode, if so equipped, and also verify
that the refrigerator is working on
120-volt AC. If a problem is detected,
schedule an appointment at the repair
center right away; getting in the queue
during the time everyone is looking
for service can lead to travel delays.
Finally, go through the motorhome
and make sure that the LP-gas, carbon
monoxide and smoke detectors are
functioning, up to date and have fresh

batteries if they're battery-operated,
and that the fire extinguisher(s) is up
to date and full. Now is also a good
time to make sure that the emergency
exit(s) unlatches and operates freely.

Superior Interior

Hopefully you had time to clean the
interior and took steps to make sure it
stayed dry before you closed it down for
the season. If not, you could be greeted
by the not-so-pleasant scents of must
and mildew. If that’s the case, the

first step is to open the windows and
doors to let the interior air out, then
use a desiccant product like DampRid.

Order Now & Save!

The largest collection of new RV model“ls in the marketplace — all in one handy volume

2019 GOOD SAM RV BUYERS GUIDE

Completely Revised & Updated for 2019 « More Than 600 Listings
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DampRid is an all-natural product that
traps excess moisture and eliminates
musty odors. The company offers

a convenient, single-use moisture
absorber for RVs that requires no elec-
tricity or power and is said to last for up
to 45 days. Kanberra Gel, meanwhile,
is a popular, all-natural product that
allows the antibacterial properties

of Australian tea tree oils to become
airborne through evaporative release,
resulting in cleaner, fresher air,
according to the company.

Before hitting the road, remove and
inspect the filter from each air con-
ditioner. These filters can be cleaned
easily with water and then allowed to
air dry. If replacement is required, or
if you're looking for a more effective

7.375'x13.75" (E309 AC 105G

Removes!
X DUST

x POLLEN

x PET DANDER

BREATHE EASY WITH THE BEST
RV AIR FILTERS ON EARTH!

i,

RV Air offers an unwoven polyester filter that
is designed to block particles as small as 3
microns and is available in many common
sizes/configurations.

and are available
Kanberra contain
a fresh scent and

product, consider an air filter from
RV Air. The company’s patented filter
is made of unwoven polyester and
blocks particles as small as 3 microns,
according to RV Air, including pollen,
dust, mold spores, pet dander and
other allergens.

Once you've given your motorhome
the once over, a good pre-travel
ritual is to spend the first night (or
weekend) in your own driveway, or
someplace else close by. This way, you
can conduct a “real world” test in a
practical situation, and make sure that
everything works correctly. Now get
out there and enjoy! @

DampRid’s desiccant crystals absorb excess moisture
that can cause mold/mildew and warped cabinets.
DampRid’s products are offered in several versions
to suit specific needs and are available in Fragrance
Free, Fresh Scent, Lavender Vanilla and Citrus Fresh.
Kanberra products are now offered by Poli Glow,

in gel, spray and other products.
s Australian tea tree oil, which offers
natural, antibacterial properties.

Camco Manufacturing Inc.
800-334-2004, www.camco.net
DampRid

888-326-7743, https://damprid.com
Dicor Corp.

800-837-2059, www.dicor.com
Dometic Corp.

800-544-4881, www.dometic.com
Kanberra

716-683-3000, https://kanberragel.com
Poli Glow Products Inc.

800-922-5013, https://poliglow-int.com
Roadmaster Inc.

800-669-9690, http://roadmasterinc.com
RV Air Inc.

844-782-4746, https://rvair.com

Star brite Inc.

800-327-8583, www.starbrite.com
Thetford Corp.

800-543-1219, www.thetford.com
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@ WINNEBAGO VITA 24F
' ’

Winnebago's newly created Sprinter-based Vita Class C has a solid foundation
and an appealing price tag eykevinLivingston

artaking in the RV lifestyle has certain meanings and goals, and The 2019 Vita 24F begins its life
P revolves around individual activities and special interests when traveling. on the Uber-popular Sprinter chassis

Many of these lifetime goals and aspirations reside deep in the heart and that offers time-proven performance
soul of each person and fruition is easily attainable while traveling in a motorhome.  and solid handling, and although
How apropos is it that Winnebago named its latest Sprinter-based Class C, “Vita,” the cockpit is purpose-built on the

which is ltalian for “Life.” The Forest City, lowa, icon created a new model for those  functional side, the Vita boasts
on a lesser budget, but without sacrificing the niceties that make motorhome travel  everything you could possibly want
so appealing. Through pinpoint targeting of componentry, the company managed to  in a small-stature, super-capable

introduce a more-affordable, easy-to-handle motorhome for a larger segment of motorhome. While traveling at highway
the buying public, while maintaining the Mercedes-Benz flamboyancy and offering speeds, strong crosswinds presented
a good selection of features that enhance livability. little fear of losing confidence, and

Photos: Scott Hirko

ABOVE: The Vita’s classic exterior profile is complemented by chrome wheel liners and a graphics package that’s not overstated.
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as a matter of fact, the motorhome
climbed mountain passes without
slowing to a snail’s pace. Once we
reached our destination, Joshua Tree
National Park in Southern California,
the svelte motorhome felt right at
home on the narrow roadways and in
tight campgrounds. Obviously, ma-
neuvering in a natural environment
with close quarters, common in public
camping areas, was right up this mo-
torhome’s alley.

The six-cylinder turbodiesel engine
may not be a barnburner, but the 188
ponies do a credible job keeping up
with fast-moving traffic (a California
trademark], and since the engine sips
fuel, the smiles get even bigger during
fill-ups. Supporting the drivetrain

BELOW: Rear corner bed offers decent comfort for two adults. Separate lavatory adds bathroom
versatility. Compact residential refrigerator offers generous interior space. Bottom: Dinette

is roomy enough to seat four people. Expansive window provides a good view of the outside.
Pull-down window shades, LED lighting and spacious cabinets are welcome features.

is a smooth, yet sturdy suspension,
providing a comfortable and sporty
ride without creating undue roughness
and the jitters associated with passing
big rigs. This is an important factor for
newbies who have heard stories about
roadway stability issues in wind and
around commercial trucks.

Exterior styling follows the lines of
a more conventional Class C, whereas
the cabover portion is larger to accom-
modate a bigger sleeping area above
the cockpit. While not as aerodynamic
as Sprinter-based motorhomes with

more radical sloping front caps, the
Vita is by no means bulky looking,

and the extra space will be welcome
for families with youngsters who
relish the up-high sleeping area. A
single slideout enhances floor space
enough to ward off claustrophobia
and the motorhome is nicely equipped
with self-containment features that
make off-grid (think National and
State parks] possible. These consist
of industry-leading capacities for its
class with a 37-gallon freshwater tank,
a 41-gallon black tank, a 41-gallon
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gray tank and 12.2 gallons of LP-gas
capacity. Top it all off with a pair of
Group 31 12-volt deep-cycle AGM
batteries, a 55-amp power converter, a
1,000-watt inverter, a Cummins Onan
LP-gas generator and a 200-watt solar
system, and the Vita can easily forgo
hookups for a reasonable length of
time. To use the Vita 24F to its fullest,
add a dinghy, like a two-door Jeep
Wrangler, to the 5,000-pound-rated
hitch receiver and families can make
the most out of every RV outing.

Just because the rig is compact
doesn’t mean it’s not built using Win-
nebago’s well-known construction
features. A specially crafted strong,
lightweight body and SuperShell
Sleeper Deck cabover structure, which
adds strength and insulation, are
ideally mated to the Sprinter chassis
and offer a superb fit that exudes a
higher build quality. Although you
won't find an excessive supply of
extravagant, or even unnecessary,
tech goodies, you will find everything
necessary to get the job done.

The exterior attractions are
supported by a 15-foot powered patio
awning with LED lights for mellow
and effective night vision. A selection
of lighted outside compartments,
ranging from a significantly sized
rear compartment to a smaller, but
fairly deep bin (configured horizon-
tally) keep camp supplies organized.
There’s easy access for winterizing
the water system, and the controls for
the stabilizing jacks can be found on
the wall inside the bigger locker. The

Canyon deluxe graphics package adds
handsome aesthetics to the exterior.

Hardware for the basic hookups is
easy to reach, and there’s a freshwater
gravity fill for filling the water tank,
which adds primitive-camping versa-
tility. The power cord for the 30-amp
system is nicely secured into its own
little locking compartment; it has to
be plugged into the side-mounted
receptacle when using the generator.
Even though the sewer access is open
and easy to find, it sits too low and is
rather difficult to reach without the
need to crawl around on your hands
and knees; it could benefit from a
relocation exercise.

Inside, the décor is somewhat
understated, relying on more natural
tones in brown and tan, but the
elements are traditional and work
well, even with a family of four moving
about. Attention is quickly drawn
toward the cockpit, shaded in a light
gray with darker colors used for the
captain’s chairs, dash and trim. Taking
note from the driver’s seat, you won't
find anything luxurious. Instead, the
elements — like the rubber floor mat
instead of carpet or the mostly blank
dash housing only driving essentials
— help shave dollars from the sticker
price. While the cockpit seats feel
durable, after a short while, finding a
comfortable spot takes some posterior
fine-tuning and acclimation to the
adjustability features. However, while
directing the Vita down the highway,
the driver has an excellent view of the
open road and the controls, which are
very ergonomic.

\VAV/
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EXPANDABLE DINETTE

WHAT’S HOT &)
Large cabover bed, rear storage locker,
large holding tanks, AGM batteries with a
solar system, inside storage, drivability

WHAT'S NOT 4/

Plastic hand-operated toilet, refrigerator-
door latch, cabover mattress, TV mounting
location

Directly above the cockpit controls
is the largest overhead bed offered in
a Sprinter-based Class C, measuring
49-by-87 inches. Two kids will find
enough room to keep from tangling up
and the area offers a playful respite for
the little ones. Two adults can snuggle
up there in a pinch; the out-of-the way
sleeping area can be a blessing in a
compact motorhome. The mattress,
though, doesn’t contribute much to
a restful sleep since its thickness is
less than optimum. Using a memory
foam pad can add comfort without
cutting into the very-generous space
between the ceiling and mattress.

The bunk area could be dolled up with
the addition of a front window to feel
more open and provide a little outdoor
gazing for those sleeping up there.

Seating in the living area is limited
to the dinette cushions unless the
cockpit seats are swiveled toward
the rear. The dinette is large for a
motorhome this size and can seat
four in relative comfort. There’s just
enough elbowroom on the leatherette
cushions, and the table works well
within the floorplan. Large windows
allow those seated on the dinette
during travel (seat belts are provided)
to see outdoors. Access to the back
is fairly open, even with the single
slideout retracted, which makes it
easy to get to the bathroom while
on the road. If additional sleeping
quarters are required, the dinette
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can be converted into a 40-by-76-inch
bed. Two youngsters can probably
coexist here, but one would be more
comfortable.

Situated immediately across from
the dinette and within clear view
of the seating is the galley counter
and overhead cabinets that house
the 32-inch HDTV. The medium-
dark earth-tone cabinetry offers
enough space for essentials, and the
woodwork is more traditional than
what's found in many of the plans
using European-styled laminates.
Although the TV is placed onto the
cabinet door to make the best use of
space, it would have been well worth
the 2- or 3-inch loss of storage needed
to recess it into the door and avoid
the unwanted headaches from corner
contact when using the sink.

The galley resides just below the
TV. Complementing the two-segment
sink are the usual implements for
cooking, including a three-burner stove
outfitted with a high-output burner up
front, and a convection microwave to
eliminate a redundancy of appliances
and weight. Nicely nestled with the
kitchen accouterments are a couple of
drawers for silverware and spatulas,
as well as an LED-illuminated
spice rack and faux-tile backing to
accent the wood cabinetry and black
appliances. Luckily, the Vita comes
with sink covers/cutting boards;
otherwise, preparing meals on the
virtually nonexistent counter would be
somewhat of a struggle.

Positioned across from the galley,
in the slideout, is a 7.3-cubic-foot
residential refrigerator that holds
more foodstuffs than the physical
dimensions suggest. The aforemen-
tioned inverter can be called in for
power when on the road and the re-
frigerator can be accessed with the
slide retracted. As customarily done
in the industry, some type of latching
hardware is used to prevent the door
from opening when on the road. Here,
a clunky bolt with a large knob must
be painstakingly screwed in to wedge
the top and bottom doors closed.

It's certainly not a deal breaker, but
somewhat out of sync with Winnebago's

(Left) Galley is compact, but well-equipped. Sink covers provide additional counterspace for meal
prep. Drawers and cabinets will handle more foodstuffs and supplies than expected. TV mounted
on cabinet door above sink makes good use of space; recessing 2-3 inches inside the cabinet would
prevent head knocking. (Right) Shower is right-sized, but the plastic toilet leaves something to be
desired, as the hand-flushing mechanism feels out of place on a motorhome of this caliber.
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usual engineering prowess.

Considering the overall space in
a compact motorhome, the judicious
use of cabinetry for keeping clutter off
the floor and beds is well done. Among
the cabinets is a Winnebago exclusive
design that showcases its new
multiuse storage “pantry” fitted with
adjustable shelves that can double as
a fairly tall closet for longer clothing.
Opposing closets, across the multi-
gray-color vinyl-clad aisle, provide
additional storage.

The rest of the interior is devoted to
the “master” bedroom and separated
bathroom facilities. On the rightis a
corner bed that is almost queen size.
Even though the 50-by-80-inch foam
mattress with the radius corner is
not abundantly thick, it still provides
a comfortable night’s sleep with just
enough room for two adults to keep
from slugging it out. The downside,
of course, is that the person on the
outside wall has to climb over the
other person to get out of bed. But this
configuration has been around for a
very long time, and it makes good use
of available real estate. Surrounding
the bed are ample overhead cabinets,
along with a handy shelf at the far end
that’s outfitted with two LED ceiling
lights and a power outlet.

Just outside the door to the
enclosed toilet/shower room is a
lavatory with a small sink and mirrored
medicine cabinet above. The scheme

is commonly used in the industry

and is workable, offering versatility
when multiple people need to use the
facilities. Inside the enclosed area
you'll find a shower that supplies
enough room to get the job done and
an adjacent toilet. While the toilet
position provides enough wiggle room
to handle intended tasks, functional-
ity leaves some room for improve-
ment. The smaller all-plastic toilet is a
hand-operated unit instead of a much-
preferred foot-pedal model. It's pretty
low to the floor and seems like it's
flushing you along with the contents.
Be prepared to dodge splashing water
and for frequent, less-than-pleasant
cleaning of the wall, door and bowl
rim. An aftermarket upgrade to a
porcelain-bowl model, while adding a
little weight, will pay big dividends in
comfort and usability.

With few exceptions, like the toilet
choice, Winnebago did a good job or-
chestrating a Sprinter-based Class C
without many of the frills that elevate
costs, while maintaining a well-bal-
anced amenity posture. The floorplan
works fine for a family, and the HVAC
systems do a good job moderating
inside temperature. All things
considered, the Vita is a solid value with
a reasonable number of pleasantries
thrown in to instill pride of ownership. @
______________________________________________________|

Winnebago Industries
641-585-3535, www.winnebagoind.com

Specifications

Chassis

Model Mercedes-Benz Sprinter
Engine 3.0-liter turbodiesel
SAE hp 188 @ 3,800 rpm
Torque 325 Ib-ft @ 1,400-2,400 rpm
Transmission Five-speed auto
Axle Ratio 3.92:1
Front Tires 215/85R16
Rear Tires 215/85R16
Wheelbase 170"
Brakes Disc/ABS
Suspension (F/R) Struts/leaf springs
Fuel Capacity 26.4 gal
Fuel Economy 17.9 mpg

Warranty 3 years/36,000 miles chassis;
5 years/100,000 miles engine
Coach
Exterior Length 247"
Exterior Width 7'6"
Exterior Height with A/C 11'6"
Interior Width 7'3"
Interior Height 7

Construction Aluminum frame with
steel supports, laminated walls with
block foam insulation, EPDM roof

Freshwater Capacity 37 gal
Black-water Capacity 41 gal
Gray-water Capacity 41 gal
Water-heater Capacity 6 gal
LP-gas Capacity 12.2 gal
Air Conditioner 13,500 Btu
Furnace 20,000 Btu
Refrigerator 7.3 cubic-foot residential
Inverter 1,000 watt
Converter 55 amp
Battery (1) 12-volt chassis,

(2) 12-volt AGM house
AC generator 3.6 kW LP-gas
MSRP (approximate) $120,000

Warranty 12 months/15,000 miles basic;
36 months/36,000 miles structure

Wet Weight

(water & heater, fuel, LP-gas tanks full; no supplies

or passengers)

Front axle 3,740 Ibs

Rear axle 5,820 Ibs

Total 9,560 Ibs

Chassis Ratings

GAWR, F/R 4,410/7,720 Ibs
GVWR/GCWR 11,030/15,250 Ibs
ROCCC 1,470 Ibs (deduct weight of

passengers for net cargo capacity)
GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR Gross Combination Weight Rating

ROCCC Realistic Occupant and Cargo Carrying
Capacity (full water, no passengers)
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DETECTION

Performing a Sealtech test will pinpoint water intrusion
that otherwise is not detectable with the naked eye

maintenance-related problems, and for good reason. Motorhomes are

M otorhome leaks rank right up there with the most destructive

quite complex, combining the amenities of a home with the versatility
of a vehicle, and are exposed to conditions that are equivalent to an earthquake
and a hurricane every time they travel down the road. Motorhomes also have to
maintain gross vehicle weight ratings (GVWR] to be driven legally, and are built
to flex as they respond to road conditions. The sealants used on motorhomes are
designed to handle that flexing without failing, but over time those sealants can
lose their ability to control moisture intrusion. When water gets into the structure
of the motorhome, delamination, rot, mold, mildew and mushrooms can lead to

structural failure and expensive repairs.

For years, Sealtech Manufacturing
has been building and selling a system
to dealers to detect leaks in RVs, and
the company has expanded its offerings
with a new, lighter-weight machine
(and business system)] that is ideal for
mobile technicians.

The concept is remarkably simple,
even though the execution is a bit more
intricate. The machine is placed in
the interior of the motorhome, with a
tube that seals to an open roof vent.
The system pressurizes the inside of
the closed-up RV, and the technician

Photos: Chris Dougherty
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walks around the outside spraying
the motorhome with a soapy solution.
Locations where air penetrates the
roof and sides of the motorhome
will appear as bubbles, and are then
marked or photographed, indicating a
spot to be resealed or repaired.

While it can be surprising to
see all the leaks this system will
reveal, it's not foolproof, especially
on motorhomes with front and rear
fiberglass caps that frequently leak
from underneath. Sometimes the leaks
in those areas are so significant that it

s

[1-2] The inner garnish, crank and screen are removed; the inner garnish is replaced to help
make a better seal. The turnbuckles are hung on the side of the vent (or the vent bridge, if
necessary), and the upper-vent mating mechanism is connected to the turnbuckles and tightened.

@® The Sealtech
system includes the
main unit, upper vent
mating mechanism,
tubular duct, vent
bridge, turnbuck-

les and a 1-gallon
pressure sprayer for
soap solution.

becomes difficult
to pressurize
the motorhome.
Often, however,
these leaks can
be heard, as can
those in other
pipe and wire
chases located in the basement of the
motorhome. Slideouts, especially in
the bottom corner, can be problem-
atic; duct tape can be used to close off
these spots, as can damp towels (at
least temporarily). Furnaces, refriger-
ators and even some exterior lighting
can be gateways for pressurized air to
pass, although these areas typically
pose no danger of a leak. Experience
and knowledge in RV construction are
essential to be highly successful with
the Sealtech system and to establish
accurate results.

Many RV manufacturers and
dealers across the country employ
the Sealtech system to leak-test RVs.
The ones that don’t use Sealtech have
to depend on flood-testing the RV
with water sprayers which, during the
discovery, can lead to water damage.
The Sealtech system will not damage
the RV and, while it takes a little more
effort than strapping a hose to a ladder
and spraying the motorhome, the
results are far better.

Sealtech locations can be found
at www.sealtechleaktesting.com.
Additonal information on the system
and process can be obtainned by
calling 810-310-3070 or by visiting
https://rvleaks.com. Testing should
be done annually, and usually costs
less than $200. Sealtech machines are
also available for purchase, with MSRP
starting at $3,795.




[3-4] Main unit is positioned directly below the vent. The tubular duct and pressure line are
attached to both. The motorhome is then inspected to ensure that all vents, windows and
doors are tightly closed. Sealtech unit is then turned on and pressure adjusted to .3-.5 inches
of water column. [5] The discovery process starts on the roof by checking all seams with the
soapy solution. The open vent is the one connected to the Sealtech machine. [6] The inspection
continues down every seam in the body. The operator will take a picture of, or mark with a
grease pencil, every location where a leak is detected. This motorhome had some substan-
tial leaking around the whole front cap and the windshield. [7-8] The test takes knowledge

of RV construction to make proper judgments. These appear to be leaks, but they’re normal.
Slideouts usually have areas on the bottom where water can drain away. Windows will
frequently show a leak, especially jalousie and sliding windows, which feature vents to allow
condensate water to drain away. That said, a leak like the one shown in photo #8 could indicate
a loose window or a bad gasket. Bubbles coming from the edge or top of the window where it
meets the siding indicate a leak that must be repaired. [
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By the MotorHome Tech Team

LEARN THE

LINGO

RVERS HAVE A LANGUAGE ALL THEIR OWN; THESE
TERMS WILL COME IN HANDY ON YOUR TRAVELS

ew-ish to RVing? If so, you're likely confused by all the terms that

go along with it. Not to worry. Whether you're new to the motorhome

lifestyle or a seasoned veteran, it never hurts to brush up on some of
the most common phrases used while RVing. Read through this glossary of RV
lingo, and you'll be spouting off like an RV veteran in no time. It doesn’t include
everything you may hear (including foul expletives) but it's a good start.

12-volt DC The basic, battery-supported
wiring system. Most motorhomes have two
12-volt direct current (DC) systems; the
chassis system and the coach (or house)
system. Direct current is used to provide
power for most, or all, of the lighting in the
motorhome, as well as appliance circuit
boards, radios, heater, etc.

120-volt AC The household electrical
system. Alternating current (AC) is used

to provide power to motors, heating
elements, receptacles, etc. It also provides
power to the charging system for topping
off the batteries.

30-amp/50-amp The type of AC electrical
service in an RV. 30-amp service is
adequate for running one air conditioner,
which is why it is normally found in
smaller motorhomes. The 50-amp service
is for the big boys, capable of cranking

up two or more A/C units, plus the other
amenities commonly found in luxury
coaches. The 30-amp plug has three
blades, and the 50-amp version has four.

A/C Abbreviation for air conditioner.

Air bags/air springs Air bag suspension
systems improve ride and handling, and
are adjustable, often on the go.

Axle ratio The axle or gear ratio refers to
the size and design of the differential gears.
It's the correlation of turns of the driveshaft
with the turns of the axle. So, a 4.10:1 gear
ratio means that the driveshaft turns 4.1
times for every 1 revolution of the axle.

B-plus motorhome Technically, B-plus
motorhomes don’t exist; they're built on a
cutaway chassis, and are therefore Class
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C’s. The RV industry uses this term to
suggest that a compact motorhome has
more space than the average Class B.

Ball mount The part of the hitch that
the ball attaches to and is inserted
into a receiver mounted to the vehicle.
Sometimes known as a drawbar.

Basement Basement-style motorhomes
have a raised-rail chassis that allows the
manufacturer to build large, pass-through
storage compartments underneath.

Baseplate Bolts to the frame at the front
of a dinghy vehicle, providing attachment
points for the tow bar.

Black tank/gray tank/fresh tank The
three main holding tanks in any RV. Black
is for the stinky stuff, gray is for shower/
sink water and fresh is for drinking/
showering/washing dishes.

Black streaks The hard-to-remove
streaks that tend to run down the side of
any RV that’s stored outdoors.

Boondocking/dry camping Camping
remotely without hookups.

Btu British thermal unit is an international
measure of energy that is used to describe
the amount of heat needed to raise the
temperature of 1 pound of water by 1
degree. Also used to measure the amount
of heat that an A/C unit can remove from a
room (based on square footage) per hour.

Cabover The section of a Class C that
extends over the cab and is usually a
sleeping area or entertainment center.

Cap The glossy fiberglass front or rear
part of an RV’s body structure.

Chassis battery/house battery The chassis
battery is required to start the engine and
perform other chassis-related functions,
while the house battery (or batteries] runs
everything in the living quarters.

Class A Generally the largest motorhomes;
most often built on a stripped chassis.

Class B The most compact motorhome;
it's built inside a commercial cargo van.

Class C Built on a cutaway chassis, main-
taining the cab and doors of the van or
truck. Bodies often have a front cabover
that can be used for sleeping, entertain-
ment components and/or storage.

CCC Cargo Carrying Capacity. The measure
of how much stuff you can load in the
motorhome. Calculated by subtract-

ing the actual weight (fuel tank and
LP-gas full, no supplies or passengers)
from its gross vehicle weight rating

(see GVWR). Whatever's left is the CCC.
For motorhome tests, we use our own
formula, Realistic Occupant and Cargo
Carrying Capacity (ROCCC]J, which is the
weight of a motorhome with full water and
no passengers.

Converter/charger This device converts
120-volt AC or household current to 12
volts DC for use in an RV. It also charges
the house batteries.

DEF Diesel Exhaust Fluid. In modern
diesels, the engine exhaust passes
through a catalyst that uses urea to assist
in re-burning exhaust particulate.

Delamination When laminated layers of
fiberglass (used to build exterior walls)
start to bubble or separate. Usually
caused by water leaks or failure of the
adhesive used to assemble components.

Demand pump (or water pump) RV water
pumps are self-priming, and draw water
from a freshwater tank and distribute it
through the freshwater system.

Diesel pusher A rear-engine, diesel-pow-
ered motorhome.

Dinghy A vehicle that is towed behind a
motorhome with all four wheels on the
ground. Some folks call it a “toad.”

Dinghy brake The separate braking
system installed in the dinghy that applies
its brakes whenever the motorhome’s
brakes are applied.

Doghouse The “"hump” that covers the
engine inside the cab or living area of a
Class A or Class C, although many techni-
cians refer to this access pointin a Class C
as an engine cover or engine access cover.

Drop hitch A draw bar that is used to drop
the ball mount lower or higher several
inches when inserted in the receiver to
compensate for the difference in height
between the tow vehicle and trailer.



Drop receiver Used to change the hitch
receiver height (up or down) to allow the tow
bar to ride level when connected to a dinghy.

DSI Not a popular crime show. It stands for
“Direct Spark Ignition,” meaning the water
heater can be lit by a switch inside the RV.

Dually A truck with two rear wheels/tires
per side, or four total. The extra tires help
increase the load carrying capacity, and
also improve stability when towing heavy
loads. Plus, they look cool.

Engine brake Also known as a Jacobs
Engine Brake or Jake Brake, this engine-
mounted device controls the exhaust valves
on a diesel engine, which forces the engine
to slow the vehicle.

EPDM Ethylene Propylene Diene Monomer
rubber. Commonly used for RV and
commercial roofing membranes, and is
largely being replaced by TPO and PVC.

Exhaust brake Like an engine brake except
that it works by closing off the flow of
exhaust, causing high backpressure in the
manifold and the cylinders. Less effective
than a Jake Brake, it still works to help
slow the vehicle.

Four down A way of distinguishing how a
vehicle is towed in dinghy towing parlance.
“Can this car be towed four down?" It
means no trailer or tow dolly is required to
safely tow the vehicle behind a motorhome.

Freshwater gravity fill A fitting, usually on
the side of a motorhome [if so equipped)
connected to a 1%-inch tube that feeds
directly to the freshwater tank. This allows
the tank to be filled by either a hose or a
portable tank. A small breather tube is
usually also connected, which allows air to
escape while filling.

Full-body paint A multi-layer paint applied
to the whole exterior, instead of colored
or white fiberglass or gelcoat with vinyl
appliques to add design to the exterior.

GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating. The
maximum allowable weight the axle is
designed to carry, including the weight of
the axle.

GCWR Gross Combined (or Combination)
Weight Rating. The maximum allowable
weight for the motorhome and a trailer or
dinghy, including passengers and cargo.

Gelcoat The visible, smooth, hard exterior
surface of a fiberglass panel.

Genset Short for generator.
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating. The

maximum amount the motorhome chassis
can weigh.

Heated/enclosed underbelly A motorhome
with the holding tanks covered and
insulated to provide RV extended-season
functionality. Heat from the furnace is

routed into the holding-tank areas to help
prevent tanks and plumbing from freezing.

Hookups Electrical, water, sewer, cable.
An RV park or campground that has all of
these is said to have “full hookups.” Those
with no sewer are a “partial hookup.”

Inverter Takes the 12-volt DC power from
batteries and turns it into 120-volt AC
current to power household items like resi-
dential refrigerators. Much like a converter,
inverters with charging provisions will

keep the house batteries conditioned when
plugged in to shorepower or while using the
generator. There are Modified Sine Wave
(MSW] and Pure Sine Wave (PSW) inverters.
Running electronics? You need a PSW.

KW Kilowatt. It's a measure of power that
those of us in the RV world use to size up
generators. One kW equals 1,000 watts.

Leveling jacks These help level the
motorhome on uneven ground. RV systems
can be electric or hydraulic, and have from
three to six jacks, depending on the RV. Not
to be confused with stabilizing jacks, which
are commonly used on small motorhomes
and are designed to reduce body movement
but can’t be used for leveling.

Load range The amount of weight a tire is
designed to carry at its specified inflation
pressure.

LP-gas/propane Liquefied petroleum gas.
Propane is the form of LP-gas used to run
gas appliances in a motorhome.

Payload The amount of weight a
motorhome chassis is designed to carry,
including body, passengers and cargo.
Payload is the GVWR minus its unloaded
curb weight (see UVW/UCW].

PB Polybutylene piping is what you'll find in
most older RVs and is gray in color.

PEX PEX piping, or crosslinked polyeth-
ylene, is used in every RV today. It is easy
to install and repair and is also freeze-
resistant. (Tip: PEX and PB fittings are not
interchangeable.)

Pull-through site A campsite between two
roads in a campground that allows an RVer
to access the site without having to back up.

PVC Poly Vinyl Chloride. Used in a number
of products, including drainpipe and roof
membranes.

Receiver The hardware mounted to the
frame at the back of a motorhome or
vehicle that the hitch draw bar slides into.
More commonly referred to as a “hitch
receiver.”

Roof air conditioning Most RV house air
conditioning systems are roof-mounted,
run on 120-volt AC, and discharge cooled
air through a duct system or through a
direct discharge plenum.

SCWR Sleeping Capacity Weight Rating. The
RV manufacturer’s designated number of
sleeping positions multiplied by 154 pounds,
which is the federal standard average
occupant weight used when calculating
payload or other weight ratings for motor
vehicles. For example, if the rig is designed
to sleep four, the SCWR would be? Come on
... you took math [it's 616 pounds).

Shorepower What you plug into at an

RV park or campground. The expression
“shorepower” comes from the boating
industry, but since RVs are always on land
and are not amphibious, we don't have a
shore and ... OK. You get it.

Slide topper An awning that covers the roof
of a slideout box to keep debris off it and
shed excess rainwater. The awning extends
and retracts with the slideout box.

Slideout Also called a “slide.” These are
room extensions that extend and retract
from the main structure, providing more
living space when parked.

SRW/DRW Single Rear Wheel/Dual Rear
Wheel. Used to express the difference
between a truck with single rear wheels
and one with dual rear wheels (dually).

Tag axle That extra, or third, axle behind
the rear axle of a motorhome. Used on
large diesel-pushers, the tag axle is
necessary to carry additional weight. Some
tag axles are “steerable,” in that they steer
as you turn the coach; others must be
retracted to prevent them from skidding in
tight turns as the rear of the coach pivots.

Tail swing Many RVs have axles far forward
of the rear-most point of the vehicle to
improve the turning radius. This results in
the rear of the motorhome swinging in a
wide arc when making a sharp turn, which
can result in a collision with another object.

Torque Measurement of twisting force.
With RVs, it relates to the powertrain’s
ability to pull a load and is measured in
pound-feet (lb-ft).

Tow bar Used to connect a dinghy vehicle
for towing behind a motorhome.

Tow rating The manufacturer’s stated
maximum weight a vehicle is designed to tow.

TPO Thermoplastic Polyolefin is a
single-ply roofing membrane that some
manufacturers use as an alternative to
EPDM rubber.

UVW/UCW Unloaded Vehicle (or Curb)
Weight. The weight of a vehicle as built by
the manufacturer, including all motor fuels
and liquids, and all accessories attached by
the manufacturer.

Wheelbase Distance between the steering
and drive axles of a motor vehicle. @
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WESTWORLD OF SCOTTSDALE

GS Media & Events is partnering with the International Sportsmen’s Expos
to bring the largest consumer show filled with RVS, sports and boat exhibits.
While you are here, the show’s proximity to baseball spring training makes it
the most affordable and convenient location to enjoy watching great teams
get ready for the season.

For more information, call Edna Katz at

833-RVSUPER or edna.katz@goodsam.com

DAILY ENTERTAINMENT exclusive for RV Campers

BIGGEST RV PAVILION in the history of the show




% LIMITED AVAILABILITY?
F’_RST COME, FIRST SERVED.

y 8 RV CAMPER PACKAGE 1

—__- b Includes 2 Adults & Children Under 12*

. Base Price °199 | Good Sam Club Member Price 179
s *Children 12 & Over °29 per child
il , Wednesday, March 20th Arrival - Sunday, March 24th Departure

RV CAMPER PACKAGE 2

_ Includes 2 Adults & Children Under 12*

" Base Price *169 | Good Sam Club Member Price *149
*Children 12 & Over °19 per child
Thursday, March 21st Arrival - Sunday, March 24th Departure

Not a Member? jJoin Today!
Sign up at goodsam.com/club

RV CAMPER EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS:

All Show Access  Daily Seminars with Expert Speakers « Motorhome Driving School
» Special Activities Thursday-Saturday during show ¢ and MUCH MORE!

RV CAMPING SITES ARE SELLING FAST!
BOOK NOW!

For more information, visit us at

phxrvboatsportsshow.com



FLUFFY, THE CUSTOM CLASS C

WHEN A CRAFTY COUPLE COULDN'T FIND THE MOTORHOME THEY WANTED, THEY BUILT IT THEMSELVES

few decades ago, if you were in the market for a Class C motorhome,

you might have found yourself singing that iconic Rolling Stones’ chorus:

“You can't always get what you want.” The truth is that choices in smaller
units were limited, and even RVs from different manufacturers looked and felt
remarkably similar. You could accept that life is full of compromises, or you could
take Chuck Speyerer’s route and build your ideal motorhome yourself.

The recently retired telephone their search for a new motorhome,
company employee had been camping they were disappointed with the Chuck and Susan Speyerer have traveled more
most of his life, in everything from a production units on the market. They than 114,000 miles in their DIY Class C.
pickup to a van to a Class C Fleetwood  wanted something around 25 feet with
Tioga 23. He had a very definite idea of ~ a diesel engine, manual transmission, “| was looking for a custom
what he wanted, but when he and his an aluminum exterior and an interior design, and no one would work with

wife, Susan, a retired teacher, started equipped for more than overnight trips.  me,” Chuck explains.

% Undaunted, he told his wife that
rather than settle for an RV that
didn’t fit their needs, he would build
one himself.

Fluffy's custom-painted exterior garners plenty-.of_ smiles and attention while on the road and i.n cam

Photos: Chuck Speyerer
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By Ann Eichenmuller

“| said, ‘How are you going to do
that?" and he said, ‘I'll figure it out,”
Susan remembers, laughing.

And he did.

Chuck, who calls himself a
self-taught builder and mechanic,
wanted something that could handle
mountains and rough terrain.

He began in 1999 with a 25-foot,
15,000-pound-rated Ford F-450
chassis with a 7.3-liter diesel engine,
4WD and a manual transmission —
certainly not a typical configuration
for an RV. Starting with a 200-inch
wheelbase, Chuck added air springs
to the rear suspension to stabilize the
ride. He constructed an all-aluminum
exterior with pre-formed rounded
aluminum corners, aluminum tubing
to support the roof, and then used
aluminum Z-brackets for internal
framing.

With the exterior complete,

Chuck told Susan she could design

the interior however she would like.
She drew out lines on the unfinished
plywood flooring for where the kitchen,
bathroom and seating would be, and
Chuck built to her specifications.

One of the things Susan had seen
when they were RV shopping was
a rear kitchen, and she knew she
wanted to include that in their new
motorhome’s design. She did not
like the way the sink and counters
were the central focus of the living
area in most smaller RVs, and she
preferred cabover sleeping accom-
modations rather than taking up
valuable floorspace with a bedroom.
The couple added a 4-inch foam
mattress and built an easy-to-use
ladder for access to the bed. Chuck
also installed a 26-inch-square vent in

If you need inspiration to start your own DIY project, you
might try John Wickersham’s Haynes manual, “Build Your
Own Motorcaravan, 2nd Edition,” published in 2013. The
book covers everything from refit to renovation to building
a European motorcoach from scratch, and includes infor-

mation on electrical systems and water supplies. Keep in
mind that European components and codes differ from
those in the United States, so plan accordingly.

The rugged 4WD Ford F-450 chassis can take this uniquely painted RV on many backroads.

~

the ceiling of the cabover to make the
bunk feel more open, a feature Susan
loves.

“We can see the stars from our
pillows at night,” she says.

The kitchen cabinetry, constructed
of Formica-covered fiberboard, was
completely customized for Susan’s
needs. She first purchased all the
cookware and kitchen supplies she
would use, and then Chuck built the
individual compartments to accom-
modate them, even adding drawer
dividers to separate utensils. He also
built a pantry with pullout shelving,
and the couple added a refrigerator
and LP-gas stove with a 21-inch oven.

The Speyerers chose wood
parquet flooring throughout, and
Chuck custom-built a sofa with
storage beneath for the living area.
They picked up two office swivel
chairs from a secondhand store and
had them upholstered to match the
sofa, then permanently mounted them
to the floor on either side of the dining
table. For the bath, Chuck built the
vanity and installed the shower and
toilet. He used residential faucets
throughout, and while he started
with a sliding RV shower door, he
eventually upgraded to a custom glass
door instead.

In terms of systems, the
Speyerers” were mainly interested in
boondocking, so their focus was on
sustainable living without reliance
on electricity. Fluffy has two solar
panels and a Honda generator, but
Chuck notes they have only about 10
hours on it since it was purchased.
Their Class C has no inverter, and the
only 120-volt AC appliance is the air
conditioner, something they seldom

CRUISERLIFT.COM
866-794-8357

SIWIVELWHEEL CON
866-794-8357

ETI
KRRANTY

“u”

TT-500 - The Most Innovative
TPMS On The Market Today

o Pressure & Temperature
Monitoring

o USB Rechargahle Monitor

© Monitors Up To 22 Tires
[0-232psi)

0.5 oz. Sensors - Lightest
on Market

o User Replaceahle Sensor
Batteries

o Visual & Audible Alarms

o Automatic Update Feature

4 Sensor System
With Lifetime Warranty

$289.00

Additional Sensors ~ $35.00 ea.

ireTraker
ire Pressure Monitoring Systems

866-200-9773
info@tiretraker.com
www.tiretraker.com

Fast Master Products, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card

TireTraker, Circle 137 on Reader Service Card
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RV Roofing Solutions, Circle 136 on Reader Service Card

The Last LEAK
You'll Ever Have...

The Last ROOF
You'll Ever Need!

100%
MAINTENANCE FREE

_—

L
ll!lll‘“\“ |||

Before

YEARS to get this

« No Caulking Roof Vents,
Seams or Skylights
+ No Streaking  No Leaks...EVER!
Beaut full finished seamless roof

DAYS to get thls'

¢’ 10 Year Material & Labor
¢ No Leak Guarantee
v Work performed at
our location or yours

Financing Available

888- 847-7010

www.rvroofingsolutions.com
Call for FREE Information Kit

Booking appointments
February & March

California,

Arizona & Nevada

Franchises Available
www.RVRoofingFranchise.com
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The Classic Kide

use on their trips.

Construction, which took more
than a year, was still in progress
when the couple took their first
camping trip. It was an educational
experience.

“We went up to Shasta Lake,
California, and it just rained and
rained,” Susan laughs. Since the
motorhome had been garage-kept
during the building process, Chuck
had not yet sealed the roof. It was im-
mediately apparent where he would
need to concentrate his efforts. On
the bright side, it was the last time
“Fluffy” ever had a leak.

Yes, Fluffy is the name of the
Speyerers’ DIY Class C, a term
neither of them can explain. “It just
came up that way” in conversation as
it was being built, and the moniker
stuck. Not that Fluffy looks very
soft and cuddly. In fact, the Class
C follows a strong patriotic theme,
from the interior red, white and blue
décor to the unique exterior paint.

“Initially it was all white, and
we decided to have it profession-
ally painted,” Chuck explains. They
went to a sign painter and asked
him to “do something patriotic.”
They had no idea what it would look
like until they went back to pick up
their motorhome, but they couldn’t
be happier. The design is unlike
any production RV on the road, and
it garners attention wherever the
couple travels.

Susan notes, “People stop us
all the time and say, ‘| remember
you, | saw you on the freeway’ and
they tell us how much they like our
motorhome.”

Now 19 years old, Fluffy has more
than 114,000 miles on the odometer
and still looks showroom new. The
couple has traveled extensively
west of the Rockies, including trips
to Yosemite, Lake Tahoe, Yellow-
stone, Southern California and the
Cascades. There have been a few
updates: the addition of a 19-inch
flat-screen TV, a backup camera and
replacement of the original denim
with more durable upholstery. Where
they once towed a motorcycle, they

Top: The pull-out table and repurposed

swivel office chairs make optimal use of living
space. Above: The stars-and-stripes décor is
repeated indoors with the pillows on the cus-
tom-built sofa and a red, white and blue throw
rug set against the wood parquet floor.

now tow a Mazda. Otherwise, they
have not changed a thing.

While theirs is a great story, there
is no question that building your own
motorhome is not an easy task, and
it is certainly not for everyone. Chuck
points out that online access to infor-
mation was limited two decades ago,
and finding parts was “quite a trick.”
He also warns that if you think you
want to tackle a project this big, be
prepared to spend a lot of cash.

“People think | saved money
doing it myself, but that isn’t really
true,” observes Chuck. “It cost me
about $110,000.”

Of course, that same amount
may not have bought a custom diesel
4WD Class C two decades ago, even if
someone would have been willing to
manufacture it. Fluffy is one of a kind,
which is why the classic lyrics written
by Paul Anka and immortalized by
Frank Sinatra are the perfect theme
song for Chuck and Susan Speyerer’s
classic ride: “I've traveled each and
every highway, and more, much more
than this, | did it my way.” @
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Sl 1 97 4/"Hx 2/i"W x /"D

Indoor Temperature & Humidity
Station #115525

Uses 2 AAA batteries (sold separately).
Reg. $14.99

CLUB SALE

$'| 897

BEST SELLER!

Heavy-duty RV Wash

& Wax, Gallon #19909
Formulated for fiberglass,
metals, poly finishes, rubber
Vvt and wood. | Reg. $31.99

|
14' Reach

CLUB SALE

qggw

10'/2' Telescoping Ladder #69450

Lock into place then telescope to compact size
for easy storage. One-touch release. OSHA and
ANSI approved. | Reg. $249.99

12'/7' Telescoping Ladder (not shown) #69451
Club SALE $289.97 Reg. $361.99

250 Ib.
capacity

STARTING AT CLUB SALE

$2497 Reg. $35.99

Padded Quad Chairs

« Ultra-comfortable padded quad chairs are a step up from

standard bag chairs
« Carry bag included

A.Blue #86922 Club SALE $24.97 Reg. $35.99
B. Deluxe, Tan #86921 Club SALE $29.97 Reg. $44.99

CLUB
MEMBERS

177/8"W x29"Lx 25"H
CLUB SALE

$7997

NEW!MAC Double Decker Folding Wagon #601891
Adjustable handle telescopes up to 30". Two mesh
bottle holders. No assembly required, opens and
folds in seconds. Includes storage bag. | Reg. $99.99

capacity

FRIENDSGFAMILY

CLUB SALE
S 837
Bio-Pak® Toss-ins, 10-pack

Tropical Breeze #82136  Alpine Fresh #27871
Use one packet per 40 gallon tank. | Reg. $13.99

CLUB
MEMBERS

CLUB SALE

$3 597

TastePure Water Filter, 2-pack #90936
Greatly reduces bad taste, odor, chlorine and
sediment. Lasts up to 6 months. | Reg. $59.99

Operates from 175°F
to 650°F

QR 16,500 BTUs

MEMBERS

Save

CLUB SALE

$'|7999

367 sq. in. cooking surface

Vector Gas Tabletop Grill with Smoke Tray #86915
Features two independently controlled

6500 BTU burners plus a 3500 BTU smoke tray burner.
20 lb. propane tank sold separately. | Reg. $214.99

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.857.6625 | CampingWorld.com/Shop
To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH

©2019 CWI Inc. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Incs trademarks are expressly prohibited. Al rights reserved. CW018335




*Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. “Savings based on MSRP and are not inclusive of tax, title, license, prep, freight and dealer
doc fees (STK# 1536318). Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in AR, CA, FL, GA, LA, MS, OH, OK, OR, TX, TN, WA, or UT). tApplicable on exact unit only from same state as participating Camping World RV
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advertisements or offers do not apply. Full disclosure of trade must be made. Inventory and floorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the
nearest authorized dealer. Contact your area dealer for availability. Vehicle identification numbers posted at dealership. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only.
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PARK ACCESSIBLE
CLASSC'S

PER MO.*

* Most Popular Motorhome Layout! e Touchscreen Dash Radio
« Power Awning with LED Lights ~ « MEGA-Storage™ Compartment

Greenwood, IN « MSRP $80,550 « Now $54,999"
Stk # 151734 « Based on 15% down @ 5.99% APR for 240 mos.

ROAD READY
CLASS A’S

« High Tech Features Throughout!  « Power Awning with LED Lights
« Auto Leveling Jacks « 84 Tall Interior Ceilings

Lakewood, NJ « MSRP $119,325 « Now $82400"
Stk#1509753  Based on 15% down @ 5.99% APR for 240 mos.

POWERFUL
CLASS A DIESELS

PER MO.*

« Powerful 6.7L Diesel Engine! « Auto Leveling Jacks
* Air-Ride Suspension « Touchpad Controls

Katy, TX « MSRP $227.800 « Now $164,300"
Stk#1547718 « Based on 15% down @ 5.99% APR for 240 mos.

CAMPING WORLD

866-9-RV-CENTER | RV.com/MotorHome




QUICK TIPS [ HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN

'H

Keep Them Closed

After installing a residential refrigerator in my Class A Tugging a full portable waste tank by the metal handle
motorhome, | immediately found | had a problem: the even a short distance is tough on the fingers and palm.
doors would not stay closed during sharp turns. My To make the job a little easier, | use a 5-inch-long piece
solution employs two cable clamps and a shock (bungee) of 1%-inch wooden dowel fitted with a Yi-inch eye bolt; a
cord to hold the bottom freezer compartment in place, vise and pliers were used to open the eye bolt to form a
and a hook-and-loop strap to keep the two refrigerator hook. | counter-bored one end of the hole in the dowel to
doors closed. allow the nut to fit without protruding.

Larry Black | Seymour, Tennessee Art Szustak | Cleveland, Tennessee

Loofah Time

I have tried a lot of ways to wash the bugs off of the motorhome, and eventually found the perfect solution. In my wash bucket
| carry a used loofah sponge, and when | hit a spot with old dried up bugs, | rub the area with the wet loofah and the bugs are
gone. The sponge will not scratch the surface. | have used this method for years with great results. | expect a new sponge
would work just as well.

Arthur Dumke | via email

Here, BOY' second person on the other side, andwe  collar and the second person, on the
Putting the cover on the motorhome tried using a long pole to push itacross.  other side, coaxes the dog with a treat.
for storage isn’t my favorite chore. One This year we tried a new method, which  The dog then runs under the RV with
problem we always had was passing the  was fun — and good exercise — forour  the strap, which can easily be pulled

retaining straps under the motorhome dog. Our dog weighs between 35-40 out of the collar and the process is
to the opposite side. We tried attaching pounds and has no trouble fitting under  repeated. The dog enjoyed it, and it
weights and having one person throw the motorhome. One person loops the was easy for us.

the strap under the motorhome to a free end of the strap through the dog’s Bob Bainbridge | Elyria, Ohio @

1
_\g_ Have an ldea? auick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750
N

Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Photos must be high-resolution,
at a minimum of 1,400 by 1,400 pixels. If your tip is published, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN.
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START EARNING REWARDS WITH THE

3O0DSAMREWARDS VISA =
CREDIT/GARD. ...

4ooao Lééu o010

4000

The Good Sam Rewards Visa® was designed to reward outdoor;enthusiasts on
J their adventures - from loading up.on camping, outdoor and boating gear, gas to
! 'U"V' get-to your destination, campground stays and everythingalong the way.

FOR EVERY $1SPENT
REWARDS POINTS REWARDS POINTS REWARDS POINT
For every S1spent on purchases For every S1spent at gas stations For every S1spent everywhere
at our family of brands' i and private campgrounds across the else Visa® is accepted
— U.S. and Canada? 5

CAMPING
WORLD GANDER

Overton's (ﬂéﬁﬁ fi A T? D

REDEMPTIONS START AS LOW AS 1,500 POINTS

Redeem points for cash back as a statement credit, Good Sam memberships, restaurant, retail and gas gift cards and more.

Visit a Camping World or Gander Outdoors to Apply! Not Near a Store?

Call: 1-844-271-2591 Visit: GoodSam.com/CreditCard
TDD/TTY 1-888-819-1918

ALREADY HAVE THIS CARD? No need to re-apply. Your new benefits automatically rollover!

'0Offer subject to credit approval. Cardholders will earn five (5) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases spent on Good Sam Club related products and services made on their

Account rounded to the nearest dollar. This rewards program is provided by Comenity Capital Bank and its terms may be changed or discontinued at any time. For Full Rewards Terms and
Conditions, please see www.comenity.net/goodsamrewards. © 2018 CWI, Inc. & Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. CAMPING WORLD and the CAMPING WORLD Mountain Logo are registered trademarks
of CWI, Inc. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.

?Each merchant is assigned a code by a third party that indicates the merchant’s area of business. 3 points per $1 spent at gas stations and private campgrounds will only be awarded if the merchant
code for the purchase matches a category eligible for the offer. Comenity Capital Bank does not have the ability to control assignment of merchant codes.

The Good Sam Rewards Visa® and Good Sam Rewards Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. Visa is a registered trademark of Visa
International Service Association and used under license. GCR56044 - 1218
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ACH & POWERTRAIN

Where's my GPS?

At a loss after he was unable to secure a replacement unit — or even
to consistently contact the GPS manufacturer — a reader dialed up
Hot Line and asked us to intervene. He wrote:

| purchased a Magellan RoadMate 9612T-LM several months ago. Per
‘ the instructions, | connected the power cable for more than an hour
to charge. | then connected the USB cable and registered the device, and also
downloaded the required updates. Once that was finished, | reconnected the
power cable and tried to enter a destination, only to find that the device was
unable to complete the process. So, | contacted customer support via email
and followed the instructions (once | finally received them) for obtaining a
replacement unit. | tried this several times, with little success. Eventually |
did receive confirmation [that the company would] replace the unit. It's now
several months later, and | still have not received a replacement, nor have |
received any consistent reply to my emails. It is very difficult to converse with
Magellan support. When they do finally reply, it is almost always a different
technician than before. Plus, they don’t have any telephone support [that can
be relied upon]. | finally found two phone numbers, but they both go to the
same recording that directs callers to visit the website or send an email to
customer support. Can Hot Line help me?
Ronald Russell | Brookline, New Hampshire

its customers can lead to a wonderful
experience for all involved.

Follow-up customer support is

vital to a company’s reputation, so
we attempted to contact Magellan
on behalf of Russell. Though we
never heard back from the company
directly, we were happy to receive
the following update from Russell.

Hey Porter’s!

66 For months in advance, we planned
a six-week journey through eight
states to visit relatives, celebrate a
birthday and just relax. Three hours
from home, the power steering on our
15-year-old Monaco Diplomat failed.
My husband struggled on for 30 to 40

66 | finally received my replacement
GPS. When Magellan units work,
they are great. However, the
company needs better customer
support, and [the replacement
process] shouldn’t take five months.
—R.R.

tan area, believing our chances of
finding someone who could fix our
problem would be better.

One night at a campground, a
number of driving miles with hubby

As you know, Hot Line is a con-
sumer-advocate department that
is designed to mediate conflicts
between customers and various
RV-related companies. But there
are cases where we receive letters
about positive interactions between
the two parties, where no interven-
tion is needed. Read on to see how
a company going the extra mile for

miles until we could reach a metropoli-

using his muscles to the max and three
mechanical shops later, we landed at
the doorstep of Porter’s Automotive in
Tallahassee, Florida. You'll never meet
a nicer, more-willing-to-help bunch

of people, including Heath Porter and
his amazing office manager, Sherri.
The diagnosis was not good ... a very
expensive gearbox needed replacing.
Hubby and | packed up a few things and
headed back to our home base in our
dinghy car, leaving our problems and

a copy of our service warranty with the
good folks at Porter’s.

Together, Heath and Sherri battled
with our warranty company for two
weeks to get the assistance our
policy clearly covered. If more service
people advocated for their customers
the way Heath and Sherri did, there
would be fewer people contacting
Hot Line for help with their warranty
problems. When the approval finally
came, they ordered the necessary
parts and successfully installed
them. They stayed in touch with us
throughout the ordeal. Sherri even
rescued a forgotten houseplant from
the motorhome and cared for it until
we returned. And the day after our
trip from Tallahassee to home, Sherri
called to make sure we made it and to
see how our coach handled during the
short trek.

If you're ever in the Tallahassee
area and need help with your vehicle,
contact Porter’s Automotive (850-
224-2886). They're located on Capital
Circle Southwest, convenient to both
Interstate 10 and U.S. Highway 90. Tell
them the Capos send their very best
regards.

Mary Capo | St. Augustine, Florida @

Hot Line assists in mediating conflicts between consumers and RV dealers and manufactur-
ers, accessories suppliers and service providers. After exhausting all other resources, send
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036
and enclose copies of appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a self-addressed, stamped
envelope. Selected letters will be edited and published unless otherwise requested.
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TECH SAVVY

By Ken Freund

Diesel or Gas?

Why are most manufacturers of small
motorhomes going to diesel, especially on the
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter chassis? We would
like to trade our 2016 van for a 24-foot Class C.
The only choices are big Ford/Chevy gas chassis or diesel
chassis. Our Pleasure-Way Lexor is on a RAM ProMaster
chassis, which runs on gas and gets about 17 mpg. This
is what the Sprinter gets, and diesel costs more at the
pump. Mercedes may be a good long-lasting engine, but
at our age we can't justify the several thousands of extra
dollars to purchase and maintain it. Any ideas why more
small RV manufacturers are not using the ProMaster on
vans and smaller 24-foot motorhomes?
Mary Burnett | Kissimmee, Florida

A Not all manufacturers are going that way. Our
January issue addressed this topic very well, with
the article “Chassis Connection,” starting on page 34.
You may be completely overlooking the Ford Transit
chassis, which offers two different gasoline engines and

COACH & POWERTRAIN

and in Europe, diesel fuel is typically cheaper than
gasoline. This is why the Sprinter came with a diesel. The
RAM ProMaster chassis is designed mainly for the North
American market and offers a 280-hp gas engine aimed
more toward that audience. However, for 2019 Mercedes
is offering a 2.0-liter four-cylinder turbo gasoline engine
with 9-speed transmission.

Swaying Class C

We have a 31-foot 2011 Jayco

Greyhawk motorhome on a Ford
E-450 chassis. | have added after-
market front and rear suspension
upgrades. These consist of front and
rear stabilizers. | installed these to
reduce sway and rocking, such as
while being passed by an 18-wheeler,
or when encountering wind gusts, but
the motorhome still has more sway
and rock than | would like. Wind is
still really bad. | know | cannot get
away from wind or passing big rigs.
Without spending a ton of money,
what would you suggest next?
Gary Hanna | Spokane Valley, Washington

Your motorhome has a long
rear overhang and a lot of side

surface area, which is a recipe for
swaying. The heavy rear acts as a
sort of pendulum. You are basically
fighting against physics and need
to understand that you may never

completely eliminate swaying. |
assume the stabilizers you installed are
sway bars or, more correctly, “anti-roll
bars.” There are several manufactur-
ers of these, including Hellwig and
Roadmaster. You might consider a
SuperSteer Rear Trac Bar, which is
designed to eliminate unwanted and
uncontrolled side shift of the rear
axle. | would have gone with this
first. The URL is https://supersteer-
parts.com/product/trucks-vans-suv/
ford/e-350/e450-chassis-rear-trac-bar.
Roadmaster also makes the Reflex
Steering Stabilizer, which uses springs
to return to center (www.roadmaster
inc.com/products/rss/reflex.html).
The ultimate fix is a product called
LiquidSpring, which is a Compressible
Liquid Adaptive Suspension System
(CLASS). Used in the emergency
vehicle and RV markets, the Liquid-
Spring suspension is quite effective at
dampening sway, at a premium price.
You can see our review of the Liquid-

Spring suspension at www.motorhome.
com/motorhomes/motorhome-gear/
suspension-transformation/

Rough Ridin’ Rambler
We have a 2007 Holiday
Rambler motorhome with a
very hard ride, especially in the front.
| replaced shocks and had the air
bags adjusted, with no improvement.
Should | consider sway bar bushings
or something else? What else could
be causing the sound and feel of
bottoming out over bumps?
Richard Corbin | Springdale, Arkansas

In 2007, Holiday Rambler made a

wide variety of models on several
chassis, including Ford, Workhorse
and GM, plus the diesel pushers on
heavy-duty chassis. Without knowing
which one you have, it is difficult to give
specific information. Worn-out sway
bar bushings might result in a clunking
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sound when negotiating turns when
the motorhome tries to lean. However,
they won't significantly affect ride
while driving straight.

Tire pressure can greatly affect
ride quality. To determine the correct
pressure, weigh the motorhome when
fully loaded for a trip, including fuel,
water, LP-gas, cargo and passengers.
Obtain the tire manufacturer’s load-
inflation table for the tires. This can be
found at tire dealers and on the manu-
facturer’s website. Adjust all tires
to the pressure listed for the actual
weight on the individual tires at each
position. If you can’t weigh by wheel
position, a less accurate method is to
take the axle weight from the scale
report and divide that number by the
number of wheels on that axle. Then
adjust the pressure for that and add 10
percent. | suggest checking for sagging
or broken springs, which could cause
the suspension to bottom out. While
you're at it, check the rubber jounce
bumpers. If they look like they are

rubbed clean and appear to be getting
used regularly, put some paint on one,
and after a test ride, which should
include bumps and dips that wouldn't
bottom a suspension in good working
order, recheck them for paint transfer.
| suggest you have an experienced RV
or suspension technician test drive it
and give you a professional opinion on
ride quality and needed changes.

Overfilled Transmission

We have a 2014 Tiffin Open Road

Allegro 31 SA with 17,000 miles
on the odometer. Recently | had the
transmission filter and fluid changed
because we tow a dinghy and wanted to
ensure that the transmission is metic-
ulously maintained. We drove approxi-
mately 200 miles when, upon entering
a freeway, a huge cloud of smoke
billowed out from under the coach. |
continued to drive slowly an additional
50 miles (with no further smoking]
in order to get to a Ford dealership,

where they diagnosed the problem —
the transmission had been overfilled
by 12 quarts and the fluid had been
thrown out the overflow. My owner’s
manual states that overfilling a trans-
mission can damage it. How can | tell
if damage has occurred? Can damage
occur in 250 miles? Did the blowing

of fluid out the overflow valve damage
anything? Once at home (additional 300
miles) the check engine light came on.
It was for an oxygen sensor on the left
bank. Could this be related?

Ken Schiltz | Prescott, Arizona

I'm not sure how the dealership
m could diagnose how far the trans-
mission was overfilled when much of
it had been ejected, but in any case,
it's unlikely that any damage occurred
based on your explanation. Sometimes
a high fluid level can cause seal leaks,
but usually you would notice operating
problems right away.

It's unlikely that any transmission
fluid affected the sensor that is far
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forward of the overflow outlet. Besides
that, aside from physical damage to the
exterior, oxygen sensors typically only
fail due to foreign substances in the
exhaust stream. In other words, if your
engine had ingested the transmission oil,
burned it and sent it down the tailpipe,

it would be possible that the oxygen
sensor was damaged, but this was not
the case. You did not mention if the
oxygen sensor was replaced or not, but if
it wasn't, | suggest recording the “Check
Engine” error code and then deleting it.
If it doesn’t reappear in several hundred
miles, it was probably just a quirk.
Finally, keep in mind that most trans-
mission failures are caused by excessive
heat. Consider using a quality synthetic
fluid (which is more resistant to heat
breakdown)] if you are towing, particu-
larly if it is a heavy vehicle or trailer.

Towing the 2019 Malibu

My Chevy dealer says | can flat
tow the 2019 Malibu with a turbo-

charged 2.0-liter engine and nine-speed
automatic transmission. The 2018 wasn’t
listed as being towable. I'll consider
ordering a 2019 Malibu Premier with that
engine/transmission combination if you
confirm the dealer’s info.

James Brossard | Bellevue, Washington

You're in luck. | contacted

Chevrolet directly on your behalf
(800-222-1020) and it verified that this
model with the 2.0-liter turbocharged
engine is the only 2019 Chevrolet
Malibu factory-approved for towing.
Whenever considering a new vehicle
for dinghy towing, it is always a good
idea to consult the owner’s manual,
as we did. The applicable informa-
tion about dinghy towing is on page
316. Among the restrictions, it calls
for the negative battery cable to be
disconnected. Therefore, you'll need
a charge line from the motorhome
to power most auxiliary braking
systems. You'll also need to run the
vehicle at the beginning of each day

and at each fuel stop for about five
minutes, and must not exceed 65 mph
while towing.

Leveling Jack Use

We have a 28-foot Winnebago
motorhome. | recently had a guy tell
me that | should never use the leveling
jacks for anything more than a few
moments to get it set up. His theory

is that if you use them for long-term
leveling it would cause the seals to go
bad.

Mark Whitfield | via email

First of all, Mark, if that were the
case, everyone who uses them for
extended periods, like full-timers and
snowbirds, would be in trouble. The
fact is, these systems are designed
to hold up a coach for long periods.
HWH is a manufacturer of RV leveling
jacks. Here are some FAQs from the
compamy’s website:

Q: Can | store my coach with my

CORPORATION

Pioneers in the RV Industry Since 1967

Easy to Operate Single-Step BI-AXIS® Automatic Leveling

Keeping HWHP® Leveling Systems in service for over 50 years

HWH... Innovators of the “Original” Clamp-On-Jacks.

Ford E350/E450 Cutaway Chassis

Sprinter Chassis

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members

CampingWorld.com/shop | 1.888.857.6625 | SuperCenters Nationwide
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jacks extended?

A: Yes, this will not hurt the system.

0: How long can | leave my coach
parked with the jacks extended?

A: As long as you want. We
recommend operating the system oc-
casionally if possible.

However, HWH strongly
recommends against using the jacks
for changing tires or working under
the coach, where a failure could cause

the coach to fall on someone. In these
cases, the coach should be solidly
supported on heavy wooden blocks or
jack stands for safety.

Hot-running Neptune
We have a 2007 Holiday Rambler
Neptune with a 300-hp Cummins
engine and rear radiator. There is good
coolantin it, there isn't any dirt in the
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radiator cooling fins and it runs cool
for hours. Then on a hill climb, after
10-20 seconds, it starts to overheat
and the warning light comes on. But as
soon as rpm drops, so does the tem-
perature. | dont have a temperature
gauge with numbers. It runs at about
three-quarters up the gauge, but of
course when | go into higher rpmon a
hill, it climbs up the other quarter and
will often trigger a check engine light.
What could it be?

Richard Corbin | Dothan, Alabama

Diesel engines produce a varying

amount of heat based on load.
At idle, they barely produce any heat,
but at full load, there’s a lot of heat
that needs to be dissipated from the
radiator. It seems like the cooling
system is working marginally, which
is why it can handle the heat at lower
loads. There are two likely culprits
that need to be checked. Based on
the year of your coach, | suspect that
the inside of the radiator may have
developed a coating of insulating
deposits from interaction with the
coolant. This happens slowly over the
years and isn’t usually noticed until
overheating develops. I've found that it
often happens after 10 years or so. The
typical solution is to have the radiator
removed and cleaned internally by
a radiator shop; it's called “rodding
out.” | have fixed many overheating
problems using this method.

It's also possible to detect cool
tubes (on the side away from the fan)
among the hot ones, which indicates
that little or no coolant is flowing
through those tubes. You can check it
with an electronic spot thermometer
(infrared thermometer), but never
place your hands near the fan when
the engine is running.

The other likely gremlin is an
engine-cooling fan that is not engaging
fully. Since it's way in the back, you
may not hear it from the cab. It's best
to pull over on a grade (where safe)
when it gets hot and have an assistant
rev the engine while you listen in back
for the fan’s roar. Alternatively, you
might consider taking it to an official
Cummins service center. Cummins
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generally has a good reputation for
finding and solving such problems,
although it may not be cheap.

Towing a 2018 Chevrolet
Equinox

This is in response to the December
2018 letter by Paul Dyresen regarding
towing a 2018 Chevrolet Equinox. We
have the same issue: Following the
owner’s manual for flat towing the 2018
Equinox, the alarm begins to ring when
the vehicle is in the “accessory” mode.
The owner’s manual states the alarm
will shut off after about 20-30 minutes.
It does not! Chevrolet engineers rec-
ommended that a battery charger be
installed to prevent battery drain. We
had one installed (Chevy recommended
a unit by IVRJ; it is relatively inexpen-
sive and keeps the battery charged

for about 4-5 hours of towing. | do
recommend that a battery booster be
purchased also because we have expe-
rienced a dead battery when we arrived

WANT TO INCREASE HORSEPOWER AND TORQUE ON YOUR
FORD V10 OR GM 81007

WANT TO IMPROVE THE RIDEE AND HANDLING?
CHASSIS PERFORMANCE PACKAGIES FOR ALL!
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at our destination. | hope this helps.
Paul Carrier | Tifton, Georgia

Thanks for sharing your experi-
ences with towing the Equinox. It's
best to install a charge line from the
motorhome. Kits are available from
several aftermarket manufacturers.

Can’t Coil Cold Cables

| have a 2016 Thor Windsport 35C

that uses a 50-amp shorepower
cable. | don't use the RV in colder
weather (temperatures below 40
degrees Fahrenheit) but have experi-
enced problems coiling the cable for
storage in the morning when the tem-
peratures outside are in the low 40s.
Short of using a heat gun to warm up
the exterior of the cable, is there some
other way to keep the cable flexible in
these kinds of temps?
Rick Kluber | San Diego, California

That's pretty much it, other than

waiting for the sun to warm things
up. This goes for hoses, too. ltems made
from plastic or rubber are affected by
low temperatures. Product quality plays
a role here; cheaper cables and hoses
will likely stiffen up more easily. If you're
going to use the RV frequently in colder
temperatures, SmartPlug makes a
50-amp cordset that remains flexible
in colder weather. Camco makes the
Zero-G hose, which is similarly pliable.
Fortunately, you don’t get too much
weather that cold in San Diego.

Slideout ... Won't! — Comment
This is in regard to “Slideout ...Won't”
in the December 2018 issue. With
respect to the issue of the slideout not
working in a Coachmen Sportscoach,
one suggestion is to check the
solenoid controlling the non-ignition
components, such as slideout power.

| have a 2012 Sportscoach and had an
issue with a lack of power for items
that should operate when the ignition
is on. It was determined that it was the
solenoid that engaged with the ignition
switch. As a temporary solution, until

a solenoid could be [continued on page 105)
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Steele

RUBBER PRODUCTS

*SLIDE-OUTS
*DOOR SEALS
*VENT HATCH
*RAMP GATE
* DRIP RAILS
*AC GASKET
*BUMPERS
*GROMMETS
*PLUGS
*VINTAGE
*COMPARTMENTS

Order your new
seals today!

800-650-5137

rv.steelerubber.com

For information on Marketplace Advertising rates contact Terry Thompson at 206-310-6234

xgjb%ﬁ“f!gaos.ws.saa? LA

J Wright Concepts

ode-Gnip

Attaching your water hose
to the RV Park faucet
Just got easier!

8" assembly attaches ta
your current water hose

$25.99

plus $4.00 shipping
% Machined nickel-plated fittings
% Crimped with hydraulic hose crimper
% Ergonomic Grip makes tightening easy
o Water Right™

RV Cable

Gnip

Do you struggle
to connect your
coax cable?

25’ Cable wit
Grips installed

"\ $29.99

plus $7.00 postage

$18.99

s

postage

o]

Kit with install tool

| | WRIGHT CONCEPTS

=__1 Ii,{ RV DRAWER.

Custom Fit

[ MANUFACTURING J
> r ALMINUSM CAATS, CABNETS & CAAWERS

Aluminum Drawers
Single Drawer
24" Wide x 36" Deep $429 rus s
All Items Available at
www.rvcablegrip.com
J Wright Concepts PO Box 292511 Sacramento CA 95829
(918) 955-0048 cablegripguy@gmail.com

Leveling Made E

|

US PATENTED

Ui, fIf~"" REPLACES YOUR
_ DRAIN PLUG
" TURN THE LEVER
' TODRAIN OIL

THE EASIEST OIL CHANGE
Optional Hose Connections

Available at Participating
NAPA Auto Stores

o

www.EZoildrain.com (425) 999-1200

MotorHome.....

The online

resource
for the RV
enthusiast

PLUG ano PLAY
PERFORMANCE

+55 HORSEPOWER
+70 FT-LB TORGUE
IMPROVED SHIFTING!

800-417-4559

www.URVP.cOM

Poli Glow Restores

Get the Sheen Back

As seen in
| MotorHome Dec. 2016

Faded Surfaces
Lasts over 12 Months
poliglowproducts.com
Watch instructional video ¢ 800-922-5013

FREE SHIPPING COUPON CODE: MH18

Call or click today to get MotorHome
delivered right to your mailbox!

MotorHome.com/Subscribe
or call 866-799-4084
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To advertise in the Classieds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant--good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

RV Campground FL — Facility Auction, 3/16!
Large 90 ac. w/ cabins, barns, woods & fields.
Amenities, Club House, Events, Weddings
Goethe Forest. Blackprong.com. 352-486-1234.

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED

BUILDING PRO the OUT HOUSE MASTERS Sales Reps
Vinyl Wrap Your RV & go on the road.

Selling Modular RV Park Bath House Buildings, Meeting

Rooms, School and Church Classrooms & Office Modulars
to RV Parks, Churches, Private Schools and Daycares.

Email your resume to bill@buildingpro.com

HOMES FOR SALE

FLORIDA- Near Tampa - COUNTRY AIRE MANOR
Manufactured home. Active 55 plus community.
Own your land. Home (2bed/1study/2bath) 1,760
sq ft w/1600+ sq ft pavers. Price reduced to $195,000.
Community pool, club house, etc. 1-813-364-4001
or troydupreyrealestate@gmail.com

MotorHome ...

The online

resource
for the RV
enthusiast

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s.

RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

Reunion Pointe A Port Home Comm Located
in Foley, AL Homes & Club House avail. for

tours Mon-Sat. 7 Floor Plans Avail visit
www.ReunionPointe.com Test Drive 3

nights & 4 days for $299.00. Call
1-800-506-9824 Info@ReunionPointe.com
Wayne@ReunionPointe.com

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT - FROSTPROOF, FLA
e Manufactured Home Lots, RV Port Lots

eNew Home/Lot Packages & Resales available.
©1-863-635-3685. www.lilylake.com

LOTS FOR SALE

Lot “Deeded” 35'x75'x25'x50° in nice
Florida Senior Park 55+. Park is backed
up to Lake Yale. Great Fishing! $10K
Trailer incl. Call 352-357-3881

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES

Mail Service

High Quality Mail & Package Forwarding
e\/iew front image of Envelopes & Packages
eRequest env scans and the contents inside
*Mail shipped on your schedule

e Auto obvious junk mail shredding

e Florida Homebase. No state income tax
ePlans as low as $9/mo

877-388-2753 www.goodsammailservice.com

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!!
866-747-3700

MOTORHOMES WANTED

NOW

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village
Rentals available for Pull-throughs,

Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas
956-585-5568 www.hentsenpalm.com

WANTED:

2006 & Newer Gas or Diesel
“A “B” or “C” Motorhomes

INSTANT CASH
NATIONWIDE PICK-UP

Freedom Please Call
RV [
(509)598-9747
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$ RV BUYERS OF AMERICA$
WE BUY YEAR 2008 & NEWER DIESEL
& GAS « FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP
TOLL FREE 1-888-782-8987
www.rvbuyersusa.com
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE

WE BUY LATE MODEL MOTORHOMES
- INSTANT CASH

- NATIONWIDE PICKUP

CALL JOE:
831-458-6166

|

50Yearsof Business Integrty

MOTOR HOMES WANTED

CASH FOR 2003-2019 GAS/DIESEL
NATIONWIDE PICKUP [
MotorHomeFinders.com | MHF
888-783-4009 S

Let Chris Peeler & Lonestar Luxury Coaches
Buy or Consign your motorhome. Either way,

I will net you more $8$ with no hassle.

Call Chris at 940-205-9333

VOGT

RV CENTERS

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model motorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign

vogtrv.com - (817) 831-4222

WANTED USED DIESELS
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS
NATIONWIDE PICKUP

(602) 421-3870

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes.
All makes and models.No hassles.

For instant cash call Keith Roy

(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

WE BUY RV'S NATIONWIDE
STAR SPANGLED RV

call or text 1-855-BUY-MYRV
www.starspangledrv.com

1 BUY MOTORHOMES - NATIONWIDE
Specializing in FL, AZ, CA, TX

Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.

I'll come to you... ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
CALL GAVIN 321-332-8410

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or

diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.

Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

WANTED

Have Cash, Will Travel

2005 & newer gas & diesel coaches

2005 & newer toy hauler

WWW.rvgone.com

Nationwide Pick Up. Toll Free 1-800-669-1807

1 BUY MOTORHOMES

CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.

I'll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 210-287-2628

We can sell your RV Fast & for the Highest Price
Florida's #1 Consignment RV Sales Center
Conveniently located on the Space Coast in
Titusville, FL. Pickup available. Visit us at
Eaglespriderv.com or call Al @ 321-383-4495

RECREATION VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV ONLINE - visit us at RVONLINE.COM
Buying or selling an RV?

$39.95, 4 month Nationwide Ad!

1000's have listed and SOLD -- 831-475-5533

RV FINANCING

RV FINANCING, 20 YEARS ONLINE!

LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM e Facebook.com/rvloans
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

Call or click today to get MotorHome
delivered right to your mailbox!

MotorHome.com/Subscribe
or call 866-799-4084

Register your Vehicle & SAVE THOUSANDS
Avoid high licensing fees and sales tax

TAX FREE Montana Vehicle Registration

Assisting clients worldwide with Montana

vehicle registration for over 19 years. HEGGEN

LAW OFFICE, P.C

Jared S. Heggen, Licensed Attorney
888-777-5032 | heggenlawoffice.com

Attorney at Law

ALL DAY

$49

MONTANA
REGISTERED
AGENTLLC

$800 for a 1 day MT LLC and RV Registration
Plates in your hands in 3 days.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com

Call for more info 406-552-0004.

SOBLLY

RV

GLASS

NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass

All makes and models, National warranty

$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed
Montana Attorney for an understanding of

LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals

to get a comprehensive explanation.
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save
over the past 23 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

To avoid paying taxes,

There are laws you must know.

Thus, speak to an attorney,

Not a salesman who just wants your dough!
www.hennettlawofficepc.com 866-543-5803
Three Montana attorneys on staff.
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Guided RV Tours & Rallies

Lower 48 AlaskaeCanadae®Overseas

Free RV Vacation Catalog 936-327-3428 or
www.adventurecaravans.com

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES
Pre-Planned Routes, Expert Guides and
Safe Travel-North America & Overseas.
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496

MotorHome

Travel, Tech, Lifestyle - For the RV Enthusiast

CLASSIFIED RATES

Display Classified Advertising Rates

Add $75 for color.
Frequency discounts apply.

Private Party:

$32.00 per line, 4-line minimum,
40 characters per line

Commercial:

$57.00 per line, 4-line minimum,
40 characters per line

Optional Red Type:

For your ad to appear in red type, add
$50 for Commercial ad, add $25 for
Private Party

For more information and options contact:
Katey Purgatorio

Phone: 847-229-6756
Fax: 270-495-6278
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

COACH & POWERTRAIN

(continued from page 100)

located, a tech jumped the wires to the
non-ignition solenoid. The person who
wrote to you could be experiencing the
opposite situation that | had.

Michael Polsinelli | South Lyon, Michigan

Thanks for writing, Michael. If you try
to operate a slideout and there’s no
noise at all, suspect a power supply
or safety lockout problem. You should
begin the troubleshooting process by
checking all the safety lockouts (like
parking brake set, ignition on, front
seats pulled forward, etc.). Then, if you
don’t have any luck, check for power
at the motor terminals, wall switch or
slideout controller using a voltmeter.
Follow the troubleshooting instruc-
tions for the specific brand and model
of slideout system you have.

Adding Instrumentation — Tip
This is in response to Julie and Ted
Thornton’s issue with time, tem-
perature and direction requirements

(November 2018 issue.] Go to Walmart
or Amazon and you can get a “weather
station” with an outside sensor that
will give you a large display with time
and temperature info for very little
cost. They might now have a choice
that will include directional info, but |
can almost guarantee Amazon would
have a large display compass for the
dashboard.

Lynn Gutterman | via email

Thanks for writing. You can also find
these units in RV or hardware stores,
on eBay and in many other places. @

Contact our experts:

Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750
Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard,
CA 93036 [please include your name,
city and state). Selected letters will be
answered in the magazine, but time
does not permit individual replies.

Because:

v Itis stealthy, stable and sleek

v Itholds 1 or 2 anglers and all their gear

v It goes up to 17 mph with just a 6 hp motor

v It takes nearly zero draft & goes anywhere

v It has pedestal 360° swivel seats & rod-holder:

v ltstoresin a closet or on a shelf

v It packs in car trunk, RV, SUV or truck

v Itinflates & assembles in just 10 minutes

v It doesn't require a trailer or docking fees

v It costs pennies to motor all day
1-800-944-7496 for information
w,9sestor Visit SeaEagle.com

16" Fishing Boat

Goes 11 mph & Packs in Your B!

ok~

_..Shown with optional accesSories: =

Rl o
Patent Pending
Sea Eagle FishSkiff 16

*16'long x 54" wide

*Weighs just 101 Ibs. (hull only)
*Holds 2 people (900 Ibs) or up to
1765 Ibs of people & gear

* Inflates & sets up in 10 minutes

S-

Fits in a bag! * 6 hp Capacity *Motors up to 17 mph
Folds to just * Fits in a trailer & packs to just
60"x24"x12" 60"x24"x12"
ﬁ&
SERERGLE com Dept MHO39B

Sea Eagle, Circle 140 on Reader Service Card

19 N. Columbia St., Ste 1, Port Jefferson, NY 11777
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THE ROAD AHEAD

@ Details, Details
-

By Alan Rider

On the 100th anniversary of Grand Canyon
National Park, paying attention to the small
stuff makes a big difference

P

Especially when you're traveling.

I've been thinking about this idea
since | read that Grand Canyon National
Park (928-638-7888, www.nps.gov/
grca) is celebrating its 100th birthday
this year. You see, over the course of
the many trips I've made to the park,
I've become convinced that the real
beauty of this place lies not in the broad
sweeping vistas, but in the small things
most visitors don’t even notice.

Like the huge black birds you'll
see gliding along the canyon rim,
for example. They're endangered
California condors, one of the rarest
birds in the world, brought back from
the brink of extinction and reintroduced
to the wild in an area just northeast
of the park. One encounter with them
soaring by on their majestic wingspan
and all the efforts to save the species
seem oh-so worth it.

Another easily overlooked attraction
is the show going on above the canyon.
The sunsets here are world-famous,
of course, but stay after the sun dips
below the horizon and you'll enjoy
some of the most star-filled skies
anywhere in the nation (the Grand
Canyon is expected to move from
Provisional status to full International

Isn’t it Grand? @

artly by nature, partly by training, I've become one of those people for
whom details matter. In fact, I'd go so far as to say that simply noticing
the finer points that most people overlook enriches any experience.

Dark Sky Park later this year).
Speaking of things most visitors
will never see, I'd encourage you to get
an early start on your visit. Arrive at the
park before sunrise and you'll not only

avoid the crowds, but you can enjoy
watching the deep indigos of the false
dawn give way to yellows, oranges and
greens under the robin’s-egg-blue sky
of another spectacular new day.

While | think of the Grand Canyon
as a natural wonder, humans have
a long history here as well. One
blink-and-you’ll-miss-it stop along
the 25-mile Desert View Drive is the
Tusayan ruins. There you'll find a
modest museum containing a variety
of artifacts, including small split-twig
animal figurines that were created
about the same time as Stonehenge.

Architecture aficionados with an
eye for detail will find a lot of buildings
with fascinating histories here.

Groundbreaking architect Mary Colter
designed a half-dozen structures

here and then obsessively supervised
construction and decoration meant

to make the new look old. Topping

that list is the seven-story Desert
View Watchtower near the park’s

east entrance, which was built to
resemble the watchtowers built by
Ancestral Puebloan people of the Four
Corners region centuries ago. Another
masterwork is her “geologic” fireplace
at the Bright Angel Lodge, which uses
stones from all the canyon’s major rock
layers arranged in the shape of the
canyon’s Zoroaster Temple formation
and placed in the same order they
appear in the canyon walls.

Our review of often-overlooked
Grand Canyon attractions wouldn’t
be complete without a mention of the
North Rim. Though it's only open from
mid-May to mid-October and requires
a scenic four-and-a-half-hour drive
from the much more crowded South
Rim, this higher-altitude side of the
canyon is utterly distinct thanks to its
cooler subalpine climate that produces
vast stands of tall pines and white-
barked quaking aspens.

Put all these small details together
and it's easy to see why President
Theodore Roosevelt called the Grand
Canyon “the one great sight which
every American should see.” | couldn’t
agree more. Which is why it remains
one of my most highly recommended
stops along The Road Ahead. @

“¢ I've become convinced that the real beauty
lies not in the broad sweeping vistas, but in the
small things most visitors don’t even notice. ’

The seven-story Desert View Watchtower is
located near the national park’s east entrance.
Choose from one of 13 day hikes at the North
Rim, ranging from 20 minutes to seven hours.
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Cal-Am Properties, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card

MONIESA

\¢

¢

e

\¢

\¢

(888) 325-0936

TO BOOKA HOME & COMMUNITY TOUR

7373 E. US Hwy 60 | Gold Canyon, AZ 85118 | (888) 325-0936

AT GOLD CANYON

Private Walking Paths
Private Hilltop Vista
Resort Style Pool & Spa
Pickleball Courts

HOMES AVAILABLE FROM

169,900

with RV Pad

(price available for a limited time only)

CALL US TODAY

MontesaHomes.com

Stunning Mountain Views with Amenities
and Activities Designed for Active Adults

Now featuring larger homes with optional rooftop party decks and RV pads,
Montesa at Gold Canyon is the perFect p|ace to stay active, make |ong—|asting

friendships and enjoy the life you deserve.

Bocce Ball Courts ¢ Pet Agility Park

Tennis Courts \¢ Billiard & Card Rooms

Shuffleboard Courts ¢ 2,700 sq. ft. Fitness Center

Ballroom & Clubhouse \¢ Themed Parties & Events
=

A CAL\# AM PROPERTY | @




STYLISH INSPIRED

1 be 2020

Introducing the most advanced driving experience in the industry. Combining
dynamic electronic instrumentation, ergonomic and intuitive touch panel control,
and an elegant aesthetic appeal, the new dash sets the standard for motorcoach
cockpit design. Not surprised? Of course not. It’s the state-of-the-art design and

engineering you've come to expect from a Newell.

With a Newell Coach, you can truly take the good life with you.

To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com or call 1-888-3NEWELL

Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 126 on Reader Service Card
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