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I have always believed that things happen for a 
reason, and that my chance meeting with the 
then-publisher and owner of this magazine, Art 
Rouse, in 1971 was no accident. He gave me the 

opportunity to work in a fi eld that I quickly became 
infatuated with after seeing my cousin’s pickup 
camper, the fi rst RV I had ever laid my eyes on. 

Before that life-changing meeting with Rouse, I had 
pieced together my fi rst RV, a van conversion, which was the 
predecessor of the Class B motorhome. It was a wonderful 
experience and immersed my wife, Lynne, and me into a 
lifestyle that would capture our hearts with a vengeance. 
As 20-somethings in a lifestyle that catered to mostly older 
folks, we were somewhat unique, and felt like we inherited 
a new group of mothers and fathers. Fast forward 45 years, 
and we’re now just like those “old” people who once took 
Lynne and me under their wings, giving us the advice and 
friendship that cemented our love for RVs. Today, young 
RVers are no longer an anomaly, with the lifestyle becoming 
more appealing to millennials and Gen Xers every day. And 
as an RV photojournalist, it’s been a privilege to have shared 
my stories and advice, and promote this amazing lifestyle 
with so many people — young and mature. Every day I pinch 
myself to confi rm that indeed I have been lucky enough to 
pursue a passion as a career, but now it’s time to step down 
as publisher of this great magazine and experience the RV 
lifestyle as a retiree rather than an employee.

So what will the next chapter of our lives look like? If we 
can wear Skechers, Crocs and fl ip-fl ops, we’ll be there in 
an RV. As we prepared for retirement from the magazine, 
Lynne and I have been discussing the possibility of going 

ON RAMP

Contributors | March

Donya Carlson is the managing 
editor of Trailer Life. She grew up 
camping and loves the outdoors. 
Previously, she was the managing 
editor of the motorcycle enthusiast 
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educator and freelance writer living 
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Bobbie Hasselbring is an award-
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editor of www.realfoodtraveler.
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E. Don Smith is a Tennessee-based 
freelance writer and photographer 
who has been a frequent contribu-
tor to MotorHome magazine since 
2006. He is the proud owner of a 
Tiffi n Phaeton coach.

Dawn Wilson is a professional pho-
tographer and writer specializing in 
photography of high altitudes and 
high latitudes of the Rockies and 
Alaska. She currently travels full 
time in her motorhome.

Mary Zalmanek and her husband, 
Jim, enjoy traveling in their 2003 
Safari Trek when they are not at 
home in Monument, Colorado. 
Mary is the author of The Art of the 
Spark (www.artofthespark.com).

Skechers, Crocs 
and Flip-Flops

By Bob Livingston

full time, and we will likely take that path. I will continue 
my role with this magazine as a consultant and a few of my 
articles will show up in these pages throughout the year. I 
will take on special projects for various RV entities, keeping 
my hand in industry product development and promotion. 
The RV industry has been our extended family, and for that 
we are deeply grateful.

I could easily devote most of this magazine to acknowl-
edge and thank everyone who has made it possible for me 
to have such an incredible publishing career. It’s been fun 
and an honor to work with so many great editors, artists and 
salespeople over the years, who have been more than just 
colleagues, but friends for life. Ann Emerson will be taking 
over the reins as publisher and Managing Editor Kristopher 
Bunker will pen this column. I’m confi dent that MotorHome
magazine will continue to be your trusted source for infor-
mation that enhances ownership and the RV lifestyle.

As readers of this magazine and our sister publica-
tion, Trailer Life, and members of the Good Sam Club, 
you have been my ears and eyes and have always been 
gracious. Whether you’ve encouraged me or disagreed with 
me, you’ve been loyal readers, and for that I am forever 
indebted.

It’s going to be hard to get into a groove without pushing 
deadlines, but the memories of guiding and assembling this 
magazine, working rallies, giving seminars, creating a TV 
show, producing videos and testing hundreds of RVs will be 
implanted in my heart forever.

Thanks for the ride; it’s been a good one indeed. As for 
Lynne and me, we’ll see you in the RV park. 
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Featured Letter

That’s the question we asked in the December 2016 issue, 
and here are some of the replies we received.

P.O. BOX FROM OUR READERS

If you stay in your motorhome during extremely cold weather, 
which brand/model allows you to remain in comfort without 
battling the elements? Are there any particular options installed 
to combat the cold, or do you have any tried-and-true methods 
of keeping the motorhome’s interior toasty?

Tips From a Pro
There is no brand/model that is best 
for harsh winters in an RV. You just 
need to use common sense. Some 
of the issues to be addressed are as 
follows:

• RV refrigerators don’t function 
correctly when temps are below the 25- 
to 32-degree range; you’d need to install 
a cold-weather kit (and that is only good 
down to zero degrees Fahrenheit).
• Residential refrigerators don’t 

function correctly below 42 F.
• Refrigerators that are located in 

slideouts will be affected the most by 
cold weather.

• Using LP-gas heat will cause a lot 
of interior condensation to develop, 
so make sure you open up a window 
slightly to combat this.

• Carry heat tape with you to wrap cold 
lines and pipe installation, especially 
if staying long term at a campsite.

• Don’t keep water lines attached to a 
motorhome; just fi ll the water tank, 
disconnect the lines and store them.

• Don’t keep drain valves open, as they 
may freeze in that position.

• Disconnect the sewer hoses and 
store them, as they will freeze as 
well. Since they are plastic, they 
may crack and be of no value 
afterward.

• Carry a heat gun to thaw frozen 
pipes at campgrounds, and learn 
how to use it correctly so you don’t 
burst the pipes.

• Let faucets drip slightly so lines 
don’t freeze up.

• Keep the water heater running.
• If staying for long periods of time 

at one spot, obtain larger LP-gas 
tanks, install skirts for the bottom 
of the motorhome and install a heat 
source for pass-through storage.

Paying attention to these items 

will allow you to camp and enjoy in 
extreme weather.
Verone Jenkins | Columbus, New Jersey 

Nestled in a Newmar
We live in Canada and have owned 
seven motorhomes. We have been 
RVers for 47 years, owning everything 
from a tent trailer to Class A 
motorhomes. We currently own our 
fourth Newmar diesel pusher. We 
have camped with our pushers in 
weather as low as 30 degrees below 
zero Fahrenheit, and have never had 
a freeze-up. Newmar units come with 
electric tank heaters as an option, 
though we have never had one. Our 
last two units have included the Oasis 
Hydronic Heating system, which works 
well because the systems include a 
fan-coil unit in the water-service area, 
and the unit itself keeps the basement 
nice and warm. We never leave home 

It’s Curtains for You …
Like many owners of a Class C motorhome, we utilize the above-cab bed for 
storage when not in use. There is a small set of curtains to hide the mess. But 
we also noticed how much heat or cold was coming from the cab area into the 
main living space, so we purchased a simple drapery rod and a set of insulated 
drapes. As our Jayco Seneca is a Super C, we were able to use 84-inch drapes 
with no modifi cations. We like the look, the better privacy and especially the 
insulated properties of the drapes.
Jim and Betty Stroh | Loveland, Colorado
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FIFTY 
YEARS 
SPENT 
ONE AT
A TIME

At Newmar, we don’t 
batch build RVs. Instead, 

we hand-craft each of  
our coaches one-by-one,  

just like we’ve done for 
the past half-century.

NewmarCorp.com

Newmar Corporation, Circle 122 on Reader Service Card
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in winter without our water system 
being fully charged. 

It is also important to travel with 
the furnace on when the temperatures 
drop below freezing. To the best of 
our knowledge, Newmar has some 
of the highest insulation R-values in 
the industry. This feature also helps to 
keep the unit cooler in summer. The 
windows in most Newmar models are 
dual-pane, which is very important to 

help control interior temperatures. 
In addition, we always carry a 

small ceramic heater to add some 
additional heat to the living area or 
wherever needed. It also helps to keep 
the blinds drawn, particularly at night. 
Our last three Newmars have been 
Dutch Stars. We highly recommend 
this brand for cold-weather comfort.
Wayne and Jean Ulrich | Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada

P.O. BOX

Cold-Weather Problems
You don’t need extreme temperatures 
for there to be problems. All you 
need is a drop to 30 F. Keeping the 
inside warm is not the main problem, 
although LP-gas furnaces will quickly 
empty your tank and use a lot of 
electricity. A diesel hydronic system 
is the best way to keep the inside of 
your coach toasty, but they are a very 
expensive option.

The main problems are snow and 
ice on the outsides of the vehicle, 
especially the roof, slideouts and 
slideout-topper awnings, which won’t 
retract properly unless they are clean 
and dry. And then try climbing onto 
a slippery rubber roof to shovel or 
sweep the snow and ice off! The ice 
you don’t remove will bounce around 
and could damage the air-conditioner 
shrouds and vent covers or fall onto 
other vehicles. Ice forms on the 
outside compartment doors, which 
get damaged when you try to open 
them. Battery voltages drop, and if 
you don’t use shorepower, you might 
not be able to start your generator if 
it gets too cold. Sewer hoses become 
brittle and may snap. Your water lines 
can freeze and holding-tank valves 
become very stiff. The motorhome 
can also sustain undercarriage 
damage from ice and potholes. 

I have experienced all of those 
things during winter-weather travel 
and camping, so beware!
Jay Sigel | Via email

Forever Fleetwood
We bought a 1986 Fleetwood Bounder, 
and all the basement storage compart-
ments contained lights and were heated 
by the central heating/cooling system. 
We have never experienced any freezing 
of the plumbing or holding tanks. We 
spent two weeks during Christmas in 
Post Falls, Idaho, with temperatures in 
the 30s, and snow every day. We were 
hooked up to shorepower and kept the 
interior at 72 F. One concession we did 
make was to tape two-sided aluminum 
foil to the rear bedroom windows. When 
the motorhome was parked, we placed 
a cover over the front end to keep the 
cold air from creeping in, and to protect 
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RenegadeRV.com  |  888.522.1126

 DESIGNED FOR LIFE. DESIGNED FOR LIFE. DESIGNED FOR LIFE.


See your area Renegade RV dealer for more information about our full line of products, 
or tour our facility at 52216 SR15, Bristol, Indiana 46507

XL features Legendary Renegade Luxury and Quality

XL Features

Renegade XL is the perfect blend of luxurious �nishes, spacious �oorplans and legendary 
quality. Powerful and re�ned, the XL takes you wherever you long to go with unmatched safety, 
style and comfort in models ranging from 40’ to 45’ in length. With XL, you have the choice of 
several popular chassis options…Freightliner Cascadia, Volvo VNL, and Lonestar by Navistar, 
with engine horsepower ratings from 500 to 600 HP. Whichever you choose, you’re making a 
powerful statement! 

•  3 Color Full Body Paint Decors

•  Tile Flooring

•  Polished Solid Surface Countertops

•  Samsung Appliances

•  Multiplex Electrical System

•  Solid Maple Hardwood Cabinets

•  In-Motion Satellite Dome

•  Available High Gloss Cabinet Finish

•  Pull-out Style Pantry
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Send your comments to:
MotorHome, 2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email 
letters@motorhomemagazine.com 

Have you experienced excessive smoke 
traveling from the campfire of an RV park 
neighbor’s site? How did you resolve the 
situation? And, do you think that campfires 
should be banned from RV parks/resorts, 
or do you have any suggestions on how 
RVers can be proactive about keeping 
unwanted smoke away from other sites at 
RV parks?

Question of the Month

P.O. BOX

the engine and batteries. We made 
several trips from Texas to Wyoming, 
Montana and Idaho in the winters, and 
our Bounder never failed us. 
Norma McMinimy | Canyon Lake, Texas

Arctic Options
We purchased a Forest River 28-foot 
Sunseeker Class C, and made sure 
it had one very important option: the 
Arctic Package. With that option, all 

three tanks (fresh, gray and black) are 
heated, and it has been a pleasure to 
be stuck in cold weather knowing that 
we’ll be OK. Some things we also do 
are to set the furnace to 50 F at night, 
use an electric blanket and retract the 
living-room slide (which reduces the 
overall space that needs to be heated 
at night). Some of our family members 
live in central Oregon, where temper-
atures can drop to 10 F at night, but 

we don’t experience any problems. 
R. Lewis | San Diego, California

Errata
Due to errors in the editing process, the 
January “Getting Aktiv” test contained 
some incorrect information. First, 
the Hymer Aktiv is not equipped with 
leveling jacks, so setup in camp should 
not take 30 minutes. Also, the skylight 
is intended to be closed while driving, 
which would eliminate the noise 
referenced by the author in the test.

Also, in the January “Passion in Action” 
article, we failed to include photogra-
phy credits for the images. The images 
should be credited as follows: Photo of 
Gary Stone, credit to Karen Stone; photo 
of Marlene Brown, credit to Jim Brown; 
photo of Nan and Earl Miller, credit 
to Bob Card; photo of Sandy Pittman, 
credit to Randy Pittman; and photo of 
Debbie Wilson, credit to Tom Wilson.

We apologize for the errors.

Campfire Clouds
Do any other readers find the 
campfires in RV parks offensive? 

We believe they belong only in 
campgrounds, but many RV resorts 
allow them, and most even include fire 
rings at each site. If you’re downwind 
from a particularly smoky fire, it can 
sure ruin your stay. We urge others to 
please be aware that smoke travels, 
and your neighbors will appreciate your 
consideration. We also ask that RV park 
owners please consider banning them.
Richard Rayner | Thunder Bay, 
Ontario, Canada 
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LED LightsTM

Light bright enough to read by!

Customer Appreciation
Get a Free Carefree Picnic Blanket with qualifying purchase 

EZ ZipBlockerTM

Block the sun . . . not your view!

3M adhesive backed LEDs are great for enjoying the evening 
outside. They operate on 12V or 110V power for quick, easy 
DIY installation and work with competitive brands. They are 
available in white or RGB colors, feature a waterproof RF
receiver and wireless remote control with an adjustable
color wheel.  Install them anywhere on your coach!!

The EZ ZipBlocker is a one-of-a-kind, two-piece blocker fea-
turing a variably sized zippered insert and 6' body panel.  
This allows you to easily reach the zipper on taller RVs where 
you would otherwise need a ladder to install your blocker.  
Available in 10', 15', and 19' widths with a 7', 8', or 9' drop.  
Includes stakes, cords, and storage bag. 

Carefree wins best 
awning of 2016!

6' Lower body panel

Upper zippered insert – 12" (7' model),
24" (8' model) or 36" (9' model)

FREE PICNIC BLANKET! 

Return this coupon with proof of purchase of Carefree’s Awning Extend’r, Pole Kit, any 
LED kit, EZ ZipBlocker, or Sun/SideBlocker and get a Carefree blanket for FREE! A $29.99 
value.  Mail the completed coupon to:  
MH-Promo,  Carefree of Colorado,  2145 W 6th Ave,  Broom� eld, CO 80020 
Coupon expires 4/30/2017.

Name   _____________________________________________________________________

Address   ___________________________________________________________________

City  _______________________________   State  ___________   Zip  _________________

E-mail  __________________________________   Phone  ___________________________

   Quality   •   Value
Performance   •   Style

For more information about Carefree products, please visit us at www.CarefreeOfColorado.com
Carefree of Colorado, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card
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ESCAPES

Massive granite boulders surrounding Watson and 
Willow lakes create a majestic setting a mere 
4 miles north of downtown Prescott, Arizona. 

Watson Lake Park encompasses this natural wonder and 
provides access to the Granite Dells, an amazing collection 
of ancient formations juxtaposed by the urban downtown 
area just minutes away. The park is run by the city of 
Prescott and has plenty of parking, picnic areas, hiking 
trails and even a 19-site campground (no hookups, but 
showers are available).

The highlight of the park is Willow Dells Slickrock 
Trail, which loops along the north shore of Willow Lake up 
and around the 1.4 billion-year-old boulders while offering 
numerous scenic vistas. While visiting the Dells, be sure 

to keep your eyes peeled, as Native American ruins and 
artifacts are said to be scattered throughout the area. 
For waterborne exploration, canoe, kayak and stand-up 
paddleboard (SUP) rentals are available through Prescott 
Outdoors Adventure Rentals (928-925-1410, www.prescott
outdoors.com).

In addition to the park campground, there is also the 
Point of Rocks RV Campground, a private campground just 
a short walk to the Dells. Unlike the park’s campground, 
which is open early April through early October, Point of 
Rocks is open year-round and offers full hookups.

For more information on Watson Lake Park camping, 
call 928-777-1122; for Point of Rocks RV Campground, call 
928-445-9018 or visit http://pointofrocksrvcampground.com.

Rock On!
Visitors can hike, climb or paddle the day away among Prescott, Arizona’s scenic Granite Dells

By Morey Edelman
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Cool Defense 
Prestone’s antifreeze is 
designed to resist corrosion 
that can form on water 
pumps and radiators.  pg. 16
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ROAD FOODIE
ESCAPES

The holidays are behind us and, if you’re like me, all 
those sweets, cocktails and high-calorie foods have 
left you bloated, out of sorts and a little heavier than 

you’d like. My suggestion? Lighten up with lemons. 
Lemons aren’t a slim-down magic bullet, but they’re a 

terrifi c way to add fl avor to food and drinks without a ton 
of calories. You can add them to still or sparkling water, 
garnish food with them and use their juice and peels in 
dishes to ratchet up fl avor. Peels can be grated and added to 
salads, chicken or fi sh dishes or blended into smoothies or 
soups for a citrusy twist. 

And lemons are full of vitamins, minerals, phytonutrients 
and antioxidants. Lemons are high in vitamin C, folate (vitamin 
B-9), potassium, fl avonoids and compounds called limonoids 
that may help fi ght cancer cells and lower cholesterol. They’re 
also associated with good heart health and the citric acid in 
lemons may help prevent and break up kidney stones.

A quarter cup of lemon juice contains 31 percent of 
the daily recommended intake of vitamin C and 3 percent 

By Bobbie Hasselbring
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Lighten Up 
with Lemons

Fresh lemonade is easy to make and delicious.

of folate — all for around 13 calories. A whole raw lemon 
contains 139 percent of the daily recommended vitamin C 
intake, and has 22 calories.

Lemons are available nationwide anytime, but winter 
RVers in Florida and the Rio Grande Valley of Texas will fi nd 
inexpensive fresh lemons October-April. Lemons also keep 
well. Toss a couple in your RV’s refrigerator and they’ll last 
several weeks. 

Have a favorite lemony recipe you’d like to share?
Email bobbie@realfoodtraveler.com with “Lemons” in the 
subject line.

 8 boned and skinned chicken-breast halves (I use bone-in thighs)
 Juice of 2½ lemons
 2 tablespoons butter
 1 tablespoon olive oil
 1 cup unbleached fl our
 1 teaspoon salt
 ½ teaspoon paprika
 ¼ teaspoon freshly ground pepper
 2 tablespoons grated lemon peel
 ¼ cup brown sugar
 2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice + 2 tablespoons water
 1-2 lemons, sliced thin

Place chicken in bowl and cover with lemon juice and 
marinate in refrigerator for several hours or overnight, turning 
occasionally.

Preheat the oven to 425 degrees Fahrenheit.
Put butter and olive oil in shallow baking pan and melt in oven 
(about 5 minutes).

Combine fl our, salt, paprika and pepper in plastic bag. 
Remove chicken from marinade and coat each piece with fl our 
by shaking it in bag. 

Remove pan from oven and lower heat to 350 F.
Place chicken in pan in single layer.

Peel the yellow peel (zest) from two lemons and chop fi ne 
with brown sugar in food processor (or grate and add to brown 
sugar). 

Sprinkle lemon zest/sugar mixture on each chicken breast. 
Combine lemon juice and water and sprinkle evenly over 
chicken. Put one lemon slice on each breast and bake chicken 
for 35-40 minutes until cooked through. 

LEMON CHICKEN
This is one of my favorite recipes from Eater’s Choice: A Food Lover’s Guide to Lower 
Cholesterol by Dr. Ron and Nancy Goor. Easy to make, this recipe is a blend of sweet 
and tart that’ll become a favorite. And it contains only 223 calories per serving!
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Miles ahead.™Miles ahead.™

©2016 Winnebago Industries, Inc.

And when you do, take the new Winnebago® Paseo,™ the full-

fl edged adventure vehicle that can go places other RVs can’t. 

Specially designed to take full advantage of Ford’s Transit 

chassis with its powerful and effi cient EcoBoost® engine, the 

Paseo features a mid-coach galley, front bath and rear sleeping 

area, and makes the most of every inch of space available.

Enjoy all the comforts of home, in a coach you’ll feel comfortable 

driving virtually anywhere: the all-new Paseo from Winnebago.

See it today at WinnebagoInd.com.

Go anywhere.

PL_adPASSEO4_260.indd   1 11/17/16   4:24 PM
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WHEELS & GEAR
ESCAPES

Get S.M.A.R.T.
Most everybody likes to be seen, but when you’re towing a 
dinghy, high visibility isn’t hip or trendy — it’s a matter of 
safety. Custer Products offers the Simple Magnetic Alerting 
Radio-powered Tow light (S.M.A.R.T.) Rider for your dinghy 
vehicle. The wireless S.M.A.R.T. Rider uses 42 bright LEDs 
to provide stop-, tail-, side-marker and turn-signal func-
tionality. The signals are sent wirelessly via a four-pin 
transmitter (included) that is plugged into the motorhome’s 
electrical receptacle. Power is supplied by an internal 
rechargeable battery, which keeps the LEDs bright for 12 
hours between charges, according to the company. The tow 
light’s 90-pound-rated rubber-coated magnets keep the 
S.M.A.R.T. Rider in place on the dinghy. The unit measures 
23.5 inches long by 3 inches tall by 4.5 inches deep, and is 
housed in a durable polyethylene case to resist warping 
and cracking. Each system includes a 12-volt DC charger 
and complete instructions. MSRP starts at $245.
Custer Products Limited, 800-490-3158, 
www.custerproducts.com

Shine On
Properly detailing your motorhome’s exterior can be a time-
consuming process (see “Detailing Like a Pro,” page 57), but 
sometimes you simply need a quick fi x on the road between 
major cleanings. ASI’s waterless Spray & Shine! wash and wax 
allows users to spray the product onto a dirty motorhome, and 
simply wipe it off, leaving behind a thin layer of carnauba wax. 
Spray & Shine! is formulated to cut through dirt, road grime, 
bugs, tree sap or bird droppings that can accumulate after 
just a few days on the road. ASI claims the product works on 
glass, paint, chrome or any other nonporous surface. Plus, the 
fact that it’s waterless means it can be used at many RV parks 
and campgrounds (depending on the facility’s cleaning policy). 
MSRP: $13.95 for a 16-ounce bottle.
ASI Auto & Marine Care, 863-557-7953, 
www.asichemical.net

Corrosion can be dev-
astating to an engine’s 
cooling system, forming 
on water pumps and 
radiators to decrease 
effi ciency and possibly 
cause overheating 
and premature parts failure. Prestone’s 
Antifreeze/Coolant contains Cor-Guard 
corrosion inhibitors, and is designed to 
prevent corrosion up to fi ve times better 
than the next leading branded competitor, 
according to the company. Prestone’s 
Cor-Guard formula is available in two 
products: Prestone Concentrate Antifreeze/
Coolant, which should only be used to fi ll 
radiators after a thorough fl ush and clean; and 
Prestone 50/50 Prediluted Antifreeze/Coolant, 
which can be added to any existing fl uid to 
optimize the cooling system. The Antifreeze/
Coolant offers protection from minus 34 
degrees Fahrenheit up to 234 F. MSRP: $8.95
Prestone Products Corporation, 
888-269-0750, www.prestone.com

Corrosion
Inhibitor 

One of the most diffi cult 
things to master while 
maneuvering a large 
motorhome is the art of backing up. Because there is no rearview 
mirror, many drivers have a tough time adapting to only using the 
side mirrors. And there’s not always a helper available to guide you. 
Furrion’s FRC12TA-BL backup-camera system provides smooth, 
clear and continuous live video of the area behind the motorhome, 
so newbies and old pros alike can back into their site (or out of the 
driveway) safely. Using the latest long-range wireless technology, 
the waterproof 12-volt DC camera digitally locks to the 4.3-inch 
LCD display within a distance of 100 feet. The camera is shaded and 
adjustable to reduce glare, and also utilizes infrared night vision. 
Plus, Furrion’s Vibrationsmart and Climatesmart technologies 
ensure the camera can withstand the vibrations of the road and 
extreme weather conditions. MSRP: $399.
Furrion, 888-354-5792, www.furrion.com

A Clear View of 
the Rearview
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EVERYONE LOVES A PALA RV RESORT VACATION

For reservations: 1-844-4PALARV  (1-844-472-5278) 
Pala RV Resort: 11042 Hwy 76, Pala, CA 92059 
PalaCasino.com      
Located in Northern San Diego County. 
From San Diego County & Riverside County: Take I-15 to HWY 76, go east 5 miles.
From Orange County & Los Angeles County: Take I-5 South to HWY 76, go east 23 miles.
Please Gamble Responsibly. Gambling Helpline 1-800-522-4700

100 Full-Service Sites with Grass Lawns & Picnic Tables
• 77 – 30’x 55’ Back-In Sites
• 06 – 30'x60' Luxury Sites with Barbecue Grills
• 17 – 30'x70' Pull-Through Sites
• 20-30-50 Amp Power
• Electric, Water and Sewer Hook-Ups
• Free Wi-Fi
• Cable TV
• Restrooms and Showers
• Key Card (for access to pool, laundry and restrooms)
• Security Patrol, 24 Hours
• Propane Fuel Available
• Free Shuttle to Casino

Luxury Resort
• Heated Swimming Pool
• 2 Spas

Indoor Amenities
• Games, Billiard Table, Card Tables
• 3 Flat-Screen TVs
• Laundromat

Outdoor Amenities
• 5 Barbecue Grill Areas
• Table Tennis
• Horseshoe Pit
• Fenced Dog Park

For Additional Charge
• Clubhouse with 2 kitchens
• Laundry – Open 24 Hours
• 3 Pets per RV ($5 per pet – 7-Day Restrictions Apply)
• Early Check-In/Late Check-Out (based on availability)

The votes are in, and the Pala Casino RV Resort has been named one of the best places to spend 
your vacation. Come discover fun and excitement in the shade of the Palomar Mountains. You’ll 
enjoy comfort, fantastic amenities and unbelievable views. And it’s just a short shuttle ride to the 
four-diamond luxury of Pala Casino Spa and Resort.

Proud winner of:
• Good Sam Rated 10/10*/10 for 2016
•  2016 MotorHome Reader’s Choice Awards
•  2016 Trailer Life Reader’s Choice Awards

202428_Pala_MotorHomeMag_MAR
Bleed: 8.125” x 10.75” Insert Date: March 2017 Publicati on: MotorHome Trailer Mag

Trim: 7.875” x 10.5” Page Size: FPB Headline: Everyone Loves a Pala RV Resort Vacati on 
Live: 7” x 10” Release: PDFx1a emailed to Brenda.Hutchinson@goodsam.com  
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Lilies that grow in water, rather than 
in dirt, don’t immediately sound like a reason to make the trip to San Angelo, 
Texas. Especially when you have to peer into huge vats of water rather than 
wander down scenic shady paths. But these multihued beauties had me 
yanking out my camera and raptly listening to the stories of NASA engineer-
turned-waterlily breeder Ken Landon describing how he created new species 
in unheard-of colors. It’s not just his spectacular fl owers that amaze; he’s 
even breeding lily pads capable of supporting the weight of an adult and that 
come in shades of green, maroon and bronze. He is also the creator of the 
Texas Dawn, which became the offi cial waterlily of Texas in 2011.

Landon seems to relish the challenge of breeding the plants to meet every 
need — cold-weather tolerant, heat-tolerant, tiny blooms, huge blooms, few 
petals, large numerous petals and, of course, colors Mother Nature never 
intended. Visitors see only a tiny portion of his lilies, but his full collection is 
said to contain examples of the majority of the world’s known wild species of 
waterlilies and thousands of hybrids. 

Although he has been called the King of the Lilies, Landon doesn’t like that 
title. “It’s more about making the world a better place,” he says. And certainly 
a more beautiful place.
For more information, call 832-274-3377 or visit www.internationalwaterlily-
collection.com — Neala McCarten
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Marion, Virginia

Hungry Mother 
State Park
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Waterlily Wonders
San Angelo, Texas

Easily accessible from Interstate 81 in 
the southwestern tip of Virginia near 
the town of Marion, Hungry Mother 
State Park consists of 3,334 acres with a 
108-acre lake. This park was dedicated 
in 1936 and is still a local favorite.

Hungry Mother offers 17 miles of 
hiking and bicycle trails, and the lake 
is popular for swimming, boating 
(non-gasoline only; rentals are 

available) and fi shing. Campgrounds 
adjacent to the park have full- and 
partial-hookup sites.

Of course, with a name like 
Hungry Mother State Park, there 
must be a legend of its name’s origin: 
A mother and child escaped a Native 
American attack and sought food 
in the surrounding wilderness. The 
child wandered down to a creek and 
found help. The only words the child 
could say? “Hungry Mother.”
For more information, call 
276-781-7400 or go to www.dcr.
virginia.gov/state-parks/hungry
mother — James Richardson 

VISIT A LOCATION OR
GO TO RVROOF.COM

OR CALL 1.844.353.9276

Art & Rose Neiderhofer 
RV Type: Newmar Mountaineer A Class 1998
Installed on 06/2009
Florida

It works!  
the leak in our RV roof and couldn’t 

be happier with choosing RVroof.com! 
They were friendly, knowledgeable, 

and the product works as guaranteed.

Need a New RV Roof?
RV FlexArmor® is the solution!

“It“It ” works!” works!
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The HWH® slide-out mechanism, featured
on the new Newmar King Aire and other
Newmar models, provides a true flush floor
with its no-touch, up and out operation.
The innovative design also eliminates the
typical need for gap-hiding carpet that is
easily soiled, damaged or marked by 
slide-out rollers.

Made possible by the strength of Newmar’s
STAR Foundation and HWH’s flat floor
slide-outs, Newmar’s “More Floor” feature
is an engineering and production master-
piece which provides amazingly spacious
livability with beautiful flat floors of porce-
lain tile in the kitchen, living and bedroom
slide-outs.

Be sure to experience this feature at your
Newmar dealer!

Other HWH® features on this 2016 Newmar King Aire Luxury Motor
Coach include: HWH BI-AXIS® Touch Panel Controlled Hydraulic
Leveling, HWH SpaceMaker® Universal Platform Level-Out (UPLO)
Slide-Out System and the HWH® Generator Slide-Out System. 
For more information on this coach go to www.NewmarCorp.com

Made in the USA since 1967
800-321-3494

HWH.com

The Look of the

Future
The Look of the

Future
Newmar’s King Aire features HWH’s innovative slide-outs

providing true flush floors and smooth exteriors.

HWH.092915.FMCA Look of Future Ad_FMC  9/28/15  11:33 AM  Page 1
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ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

• Durable, 100 mil. protective beading
•  With the ORIGINAL exterior 

rotating fi tting
•  24 mil. polypropylene hose with 

UV protection
• Stays fl exible down to -20°F

Fittings rotate—
hose lays fl at!

SPRINGS 

BACK 

WHEN 

COMPRESSED!
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When RVers explore southern Oregon’s verdant Rogue River 
Valley, it’s often in the summer months, when they can 
fi sh and whitewater raft the area’s wild rivers, hike in the 

mountains, cycle to wineries along winding valley roads or take in 
plays at the world-famous Oregon Shakespeare Festival. We decided 
to head to this popular destination in March, just at the close of winter 
and the beginning of spring. And we were surprised at just how lively 
and fun the “quiet” season is here in the land of the wild Rogue River.

As is often the case in our busy lives, we don’t leave Portland, 
Oregon, until after work around 6 p.m. It doesn’t take long before 
we’ve put city traffi c behind us. The Rogue River Valley is about fi ve 
hours south of Portland, and just a hop from the Oregon/California 
border. The valley is an oblong bowl surrounded by three mountain 
ranges: the Cascades, the Siskiyous and the Coast Range. Interstate 
5 cuts through the heart of the valley, making it easily accessible 

VALLEY OF THE ROGUE SP, OREGON

GETAWAY

Going Rogue

By Bobbie Hasselbring

Wine, chocolate and cheese combine with quaint 
charm and a famous theater scene during late 
winter in this southern Oregon river valley 
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for RVers and, this evening, we make great time, 
quickly ticking off towns like Salem, Eugene and 
Roseburg. 

It’s late when we pull into Valley of the Rogue 
State Park in Gold Hill between Medford and 
Grants Pass. Perched at a bend in the Rogue River 
just off the freeway, this is a big campground 
with plenty of trees and more than 85 paved full-
hookup RV spaces (23 pull-through sites) with 
fi re rings and picnic tables, and we easily fi nd 
a cozy space for the night. The park also offers 
fl ush toilets and hot showers and, while we’re just 
passing through, we make a note that river access, 
a 1¼-mile hiking trail and an accessible 3½-mile 
trail (part of the Rogue River Greenway Trail that 
will eventually link Grants Pass and Ashland) 
make this a great spot for spending more time. 

The Point RV Campground at Emigrant Lake County Park 
offers full-hookup sites and lakeside views just a few miles 
from downtown Ashland. 

Getting There   
From Portland, to reach the author’s fi rst stop, Valley of the Rogue State Park, take Interstate 
405 South to I-5 South. Continue for 253 miles. Take exit 45B for Valley of the Rogue State 
Park. Your destination will be on the left.
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A family enters the outdoor Allen Elizabethan 
Theatre, one of America’s oldest Elizabethan 
theaters. Elegant, handmade costumes are on 
display at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival 
Welcome & Education Center.

GETAWAY
ROGUE RIVER VALLEY, OREGON

Gold History, Blue Cheese
We wake to sunny skies and, after 
a leisurely riverside breakfast, 
jump back onto I-5. About 10 miles 
southeast, we turn off at Central Point, 
a quaint farm town that still boasts 
a working downtown grain elevator. 
It’s also home to Rogue Creamery, an 
award-winning, family-owned artisan 
cheesemaker. We pull into the ample 
parking lot the creamery shares with 
Lillie Belle Farms chocolates and 
Ledger David Cellars wine-tasting 
room (what could be better — cheese, 
wine and chocolate?). 

In the cheese shop, we’re imme-
diately enveloped by the musky smell 
of blue cheese. Rogue Creamery sells 
cheese from all over the world and 
it makes cheddar, TouVelle (a type 
of American cheese) and its famous 
blue cheeses. Today, the creamery 
is sampling several blues, and I’m 
captivated by creamy, tangy Caveman 
Blue, so I pony up $10 for a small 
sliver for the road. We also order a 
grilled-cheese sandwich to split, a 
bargain at $5.  

We head out Hanley Road, passing 
through farm fi elds and rolling hills 
studded with oaks. While the tem-

perature is still cool, signs of spring 
are everywhere — sunny daffodils 
poking through the moist soil, willows 
greening up and fruit trees dressed in 
a riot of pink and white blossoms. 

We’re headed to the Jacksonville 
Historic District, site of one of the 
fi rst placer gold claims in the area. 
After gold was discovered here in 
1851, Jacksonville fl ourished and 
was, for a time, the county seat. 
Beautiful Victorian homes and brick 
commercial buildings, including an 
impressive courthouse, sprung up. 
However, by 1884, the gold deposits 
were played out and the railroad 
bypassed the city. The economy 
slowed, and time seemed to stop 
here. Today, Jacksonville boasts more 
than 100 historic buildings, many of 
them trendy boutiques, antique shops, 
restaurants and coffee shops. 

We park the motorhome in an RV-
designated lot a few blocks from the 
center of town and walk along wooden 
sidewalks, peering inside well-pre-
served buildings and greedily snapping 
photos. After picking up a coffee and 
a cookie at GoodBean Coffee, we 
browse through fun antique shops and 
housewares stores. 

Residents and visitors alike gather in a downtown Ashland square. 
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Annual 

Thursday 12-9    Fri. & Sat. 10-9    Sunday 10-6 

  

NEW YORK STATE FAIRGROUNDS 
581 State Fair Blvd, Syracuse, NY  

 

  Name____________________________________________ 
   

  Address__________________________________________ 
   

  City___________________________ ST_____ Zip________ 
   

  E-mail____________________________________________ 

Tell your friends extra coupons available 
at our web site:   cnycnycnyRVRVRVshowshowshow.com.com.com   

 
*Coupon valid up to two regular priced $10 adult admissions, 

under 16 free, not valid with any other offer.            MH 

MARCH 2nd– 5th Thursday 12-9, Friday 10-9 
Saturday 10-9,  Sunday 10-6 

Hottest 2017 RV’s 
The Industry Has To Offer 

Plus Closeouts & Preowned 
ALL PRICED TO SELL! 

NEW YORK STATE FAIRGROUNDS 
581 State Fair Blvd, Syracuse, NY 

 

Brought to you by the RV Dealers Association of Syracuse  

NYS #1 
Indoor RV SHOW 

Since 1970 
NOW IN 4 BUILDINGS! 

FREE Parking      Special Bank Rates FREE Parking      Special Bank Rates FREE Parking      Special Bank Rates    RV Accessories       CampgroundsRV Accessories       CampgroundsRV Accessories       Campgrounds   

Fifth Wheels 

Travel Trailers 

Class A, B & C 
Motorhomes 

Popups 

Light Weight 
Trailers 
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GETAWAY
ROGUE RIVER VALLEY, OREGON

Road Wandering

Side Winds

Passing Semi-Trucks

Over-steering

Front-tire blowouts

SAFE T PLUS
True Precision Steering 

conquers common hazards:

Fits all
motorhomes

& tow vehicles. 

Quick dealer or DIY 
installation.

Be a

not a
Road Worrier.

We also hike a few blocks and 
up a steep road to the Jackson-
ville Historic Cemetery. This shady, 
30-acre site is where some of the 
area’s earliest pioneers are buried, 
including Margaret Love, the first 
person interred here in 1859. Jackson-
ville’s cemetery is divided into several 
sections reflecting the city’s early 
cultural divisions: Jewish (Hebrew), 
Catholic, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons, Independent and Improved 
Order of Red Men, and the City section. 
Within the City section is Potter’s 
Field, which houses the remains of 
blacks, poor whites, Native Americans, 
Hawaiians and Chinese. While most 
sites within the cemetery have 
headstones, some quite elaborate, 
none of the 133 graves in Potter’s Field 
have individual markers.

Back downtown, we pop into the 
Umpqua Valley Wine Tasting Room 
to sample some local wines. The 
winemaker suggests we come back 
in the summer to experience Jack-
sonville’s Britt Festival, a seasonal 
music festival that takes place at an 
open-air amphitheater. Named after 
pioneer photographer and Jackson-
ville resident Peter Britt, the popular 
concert series draws national pop, 
country, alternative and contemporary 
music acts.

Onto Chocolate, Theater
We drive a half-hour south to Ashland, 
a quaint, walkable town that’s home 
to the world-famous Oregon Shake-
speare Festival (OSF). We’re coming 
back this evening, but the city’s narrow 
streets aren’t RV-friendly, so we head 
a few miles out of town to Emigrant 
Lake County Park and The Point RV 
Campground. This reservoir-based 
RV park is right on the water and, at 
this time of year, we have our pick of 
flat, blacktopped full-hookup spaces, 
complete with grass, a picnic table and 
a fire ring, all for $30 a night. 

After kicking back and enjoying 
our lakeside view for a while, we drive 
the dinghy to the Chocolate Maker’s 
Dinner at the historic Ashland Springs 
Hotel. One of the reasons we came to 
the Rogue River Valley in March is the 
Oregon Chocolate Festival (March 3-5, 
2017). This is one of the best celebra-
tions of chocolate in the Northwest. As 
serious chocophiles, we know that the 
first night’s chocolate-themed dinner 
is just the start of the fun. 

The elegant Grand Ballroom in the 
Ashland Springs Hotel is the home to 
the sold-out dinner. The menu includes 
chocolate cocktails, grilled radicchio 
salad with cocoa nib dressing, oven-
roasted branzini with bittersweet 
chocolate pecan fennel slaw, beef 
shanks in a chocolaty mole and, for S
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The audience gathers outside the Thomas 
Theatre before doors open for a matinee per-
formance. Historic buildings in Jacksonville 
have been filled with boutiques, antique stores, 
cafés and coffee shops. The 90-minute Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival’s backstage tour offers a 
fascinating look at the famous theater’s inner 
workings.

CRUISERLIFT.COMCRUISERLIFT.COM

SWIVELWHEEL.COMSWIVELWHEEL.COM

866-794-8357

866-794-8357

dessert, espresso truffle cake. Yum!
Back at the motorhome, we collapse 

in a chocolate haze and wake the next 
morning to steady rain. No troubles 
because this is when we plan to attend 
the Oregon Chocolate Festival at the 
Ashland Hills Hotel & Suites just a few 
miles from Emigrant Lake. 

The festival is a riot of chocolate 
goodness. More than 30 chocolatiers 
and pastry chefs from Seattle to San 
Francisco have come to show off their 
wares. There are chocolate truffles, 
bars, bonbons and more to sample. 
We also attend a number of chocolate 
seminars and demonstrations by 
chefs and chocolate experts, including 
classes on pairing chocolate and craft 
beer, making chocolate cheesecake 
bonbons and exploring chocolate from 
around the world. In the afternoon, 
we vote for the best chocolate dessert 

and, my favorite, Black Truffle Dark 
Chocolate Molten Lava Cake, takes 
home top honors. 

The next morning, we’re grateful 
for cool, dry weather because we have 
reservations for a 90-minute backstage 
tour of the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival, among the oldest and largest 
professional nonprofit theaters in the 
United States. Our guide, David, tells us 
that outdoor theater began modestly in 
Ashland in 1935 as a Fourth of July cel-
ebration. No one thought performing 

“ We pass through farm fields and rolling hills 
studded with oaks. While the temperature is still 
cool, signs of spring are everywhere.”
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Emigrant Lake County Park, The Point RV Park 
541-774-8183,  http://jacksoncountyor.org/
parks/Camping/Emigrant-Lake

Oregon Chocolate Festival 
541-631-2004, www.oregonchocolatefestival.com

Oregon Shakespeare Festival 
800-219-8161, www.osfashland.org

Valley of the Rogue State Park 
541-582-1118, http://oregonstateparks.
org/index.cfm?do=parkPage.dsp_
parkPage&parkId=76

GETAWAY
ROGUE RIVER VALLEY, OREGON

888-847-7010

The Last LEAK 
You’ll Ever Have. . .
The Last ROOF 
You’ll Ever Need!

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 
Seams or Skylights 

• No Streaking • No Leaks...EVER!

100%
MAINTENANCE FREE

Call for FREE Information Kit 
www.rvroofingsolutions.com

Beautifully finished seamless roof

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 

MAINTENANCE FREE

Before

10 YEARS to get this

Beautifully finished seamless roof

3  DAYS to get this!

After

Booking appointments
For February & March
California & Arizona

Call to book your 
appointment now

Franchises Available. 
www.RVRoo�ngFranchise.com

10 Year Material & Labor 
No Leak Guarantee
Work performed at 
   our location or yours

Shakespeare would be a hit, but the 
naysayers were wrong. Today, during 
its 10-month season, OSF employs 80 
actors and 550 costumers, technicians, 
stagehands and others, including 
countless volunteers, to put on 800 
plays for more than 400,000 guests. 

David takes us behind the scenes, 
where a crew busily assembles a set, 
sound engineers adjust equipment 
and directors and stage managers 
confer over laptop computers. He 
tells us, during high season, theaters 
may change sets five times a day and 
that crews have only 2½ hours to get 
the work done. We head downstairs 
into the theater’s bowels, peering into 
costume shops and wig and makeup 
studios. Finally, we step backstage and 
then onto the stage of the renowned 
outdoor Allen Elizabethan Theatre, 
where most of the Shakespearean pro-
ductions happen. It’s a thrill to imagine 
captivating audiences on this stage. 

We bid David adieu and walk a few 
blocks to Lithia Park, a long, skinny 
urban oasis right in the middle of town. 
This shady, 93-acre park, filled with 
play structures, green spaces and a 
burbling creek, is a perfect respite 
during the valley heat. Today, it makes 
a great place to stretch our legs, and 
we work up a sweat hiking a couple of 
miles on the uphill trail. 

We grab a quick burger at the 
RedZone Sports Bar & Grill before 
stopping at the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival Welcome & Education Center 
to admire some elaborate costumes. 
An enthusiastic volunteer gives us the 
OSF season schedule, and we walk 
a few blocks to the Thomas Theatre, 
where we have tickets for “The 
Yeoman of the Guard.” The theater is 
intimate, and every seat is a good one. 
This Gilbert and Sullivan comedy has 
been reinvented with a Western theme, 
and it’s rollickingly funny. 

It’s been a full day, but before we 
head to the motorhome, we want to 
check out the valley’s thriving wine 
scene that Wine Enthusiast magazine 
named one of the “10 Best Wine Travel 
Destinations.” There are at least eight 
wineries on our Rogue Valley wine map 
and even more in surrounding valleys. 

We could spend an entire day driving 
from winery to winery or, better yet, 
book a wine tour and let someone else 
do the driving. 

We stop at Weisinger Family Winery, 
on U.S. Highway 99 just south of town. 
As we taste the wine, the staffer tells 
us they began growing grapes as early 
as 1978 and bottled their first wine 10 
years later, making them one of the 
oldest wineries in Ashland. 

We gaze out at the surrounding 
grapevines realizing there are many more 
wineries to explore, plays to see and fas-
cinating history to discover here than time 
left on this trip. We can also look forward 
to rafting rivers, catching fish, attending 
music festivals and hiking and skiing the 
mountains in the Rogue River Valley. So 
we clink glasses of mescolare, a smooth 
blend of grenache, cabernet and merlot, 
in a toast to the Rogue River Valley. We 
know we’ll be back — winter, spring, 
summer and fall. 

The Jacksonville Historic Cemetery provides 
a fascinating snapshot of the area’s past. Deer 
like this spring fawn frolic freely in Ashland’s 
Lithia Park.
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geico.com  |  877-434-2678  |  Local Offi ce

for your RV

GREAT
COVERAGE
For Every Mile of your Journey
When the road opens up and you’ve got nothing but adventure on your 
mind, you’ll have one less thing to worry about with us on your side.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government 
Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2016. © 2016 GEICO

Geico, Circle 115 on Reader Service Card
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GOOD SAM CLUB  |  800-234-3450  |  WWW.GOODSAMCLUB.COM  |  CLUB@GOODSAM.COM

M E M B E R  N E W S  |  B E N E F I T S  |  E V E N T S  |  PA R K S  |  S A V I N G S

For many Good Sam members, the 
purchase of a recreational vehicle is the 
fulfi llment of a dream, the opportunity 
to experience the thrill of the open road 
in a home-on-wheels and check off 
bucket-list destinations. But the time 
and energy spent on planning routes, 
making campground reservations and 
buying tickets in advance, particularly 
on more elaborate road trips, can take 
some of the fun out of the experience. 
That’s where professionally run RV trips 
can help. These organized group outings 
simplify planning by creating travel itin-
eraries and booking RV parks and attrac-
tions so participants can make the most 
of their leisure time without the hassle. 

With a new benefi t launched last 
year, Good Sam members are entitled 
to substantial savings on caravan tours 
and rallies provided by Fantasy RV Tours, 
America’s largest and most recognized 
RV-vacation operator. One of the great 
things about these trips is that, once 
travelers arrive at the rendezvous 
RV park, almost everything is already 
planned: campsites, events, show 
tickets, some meals and local trans-
portation to and from events. Another 
advantage is that turn-by-turn driving 

instructions are provided on all caravan 
tours, including interesting stops along 
the way and gas stations that are easy-
in and easy-out. And, whether it’s an 
RV-caravan tour or an event rally, par-
ticipants have the safety and leadership 
of experienced guides along the way.

Here’s a snapshot of three upcoming 
RV vacations from the Fantasy lineup — 
a world-class rodeo, a beach-hopping 
caravan and an unforgettable subarctic 
wildlife adventure.

Known for its Western pageantry 
and good old-fashioned fun, the 
annual Calgary Stampede is billed as 
the Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth. 
Alberta’s largest city has created an 
exciting rodeo and grandstand event 
that attracts more than a million people 
every year. Elite cowboys and cowgirls 
from around the world compete for 
prizes, while hundreds of entertainers 
from across Canada put on a dazzling 
show. Good Sam members save up to 
$75 on Fantasy’s week of activities and 
area tours, including a trip to Banff.

Many RV snowbirds fl ock south to 
Florida for mild winters, warm coastal 
waters and sandy beaches that are 
perfect for strolling and gathering shells. 

Fantasy has created a new Florida 
Sunshine Getaway that follows the gulf 
shore south to the Florida Keys and 
returns north along the Atlantic coast. 
It’s a relaxing way to explore the different 
regions and enjoy the beautiful vistas, 
fresh seafood and great fi nds of the 
Sunshine State. Members save up to 
$150 on the 35-day tour.

Fantasy’s 15-day Polar Bear 
Migration is a thrilling RV caravan 
that has been compared to a National 
Geographic photo expedition. Tour takers 
travel north to Manitoba in their RVs 
to visit villages atop the tundra before 
hopping a train or plane to the town of 
Churchill and then boarding a specially 
designed Tundra Buggy to traverse 
the shores of Hudson Bay in search of 
polar bears in the wild. Returning south, 
the tour visits the provincial capital of 
Winnipeg. Members save up to $250 on 
this RV trip of a lifetime.

More information about these and 
other Fantasy RV tours is available at 
www.fantasyrvtours.com/goodsam. 
Fantasy also has a toll-free number, 
800-453-9511, for answering Good Sam 
members’ questions.

Fantasy RV Tours gets Good Sam members up close 
to Florida beaches, bucking broncos and polar bears

EXCELLENT ADVENTURES

S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T :  G O O D  S A M  C L U B

Experience the Calgary Stampede and 
Hudson Bay’s Polar Bear Migration with 
the Good Sam Club and Fantasy RV Tours.

Fantasy has created a new Florida 
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S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T :  G O O D  S A M  C L U B

RV EVENTS
Throughout the year, the Good Sam Club 
brings members together at regional 
festivals, special events and organized 
camping outings from coast to coast. 
Don’t miss the chance to connect with 
fellow members at the following RV-
friendly club-sponsored gatherings:

FunFest
May 8 through 11
Washington Land Yacht Harbor RV Park
Lacey, Washington

Good Sam Fun Weekend
June 2 through 4
The Villages RV Park
Turning Stone Resort and Casino
Verona, New York

Rock, Ribs and Ridges Festival
June 24 through 25
Sussex County Fairgrounds
Augusta, New Jersey

Remington Ryde Bluegrass Festival
July 5 through 9
Centre County Grange Fairgrounds
Centre Hall, Pennsylvania

Montana Folk Festival
July 7 through 9
Butte Civic Center
Butte, Montana

Southern Oregon Kite Festival
July 14 through 16
Port of Brookings
Brookings, Oregon

Jenny Brook Bluegrass Festival
August 11 through 13
Tunbridge World’s Fairgrounds
Tunbridge, Vermont

Maryland Children and Family Campout
August 11 through 13
Walkersville VFD Carnival Grounds
Walkersville, Maryland

For the full schedule of Good Sam regional 
events, go to www.goodsamclub.com/events.
The website also lists upcoming Good Sam 
State/Provincial Rallies where chapters and 
members get together for several days of 
camping fun, friendship and philanthropy.

RV SHOWS 
Members save 50 percent on up to two 
admission tickets to all Good Sam-
sponsored RV shows:

Good Sam RV Super Show
February 23 through 26 
Phoenix International Raceway 
Phoenix, Arizona

Harrisburg RV and Camping Show 
February 23 through 26
Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex 
and Expo Center
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Colorado RV, Sports and Travel Show 
March 2 through 5 
National Western Complex
Denver, Colorado

Rhode Island RV and Camping 
Show and Sale
March 3 through 5 
Rhode Island Convention Center
Providence, Rhode Island

Virginia RV Show 
March 10 through 12 
Hampton Roads Convention Center 
Hampton, Virginia

To fi nd out more and purchase half-price 
tickets online, go to www.gsevents.com.

RV TOURS
Members experience world-class events and 
must-see destinations on guided RV tours 
and rallies, sponsored by Fantasy RV Tours. 
Here’s a sample of this summer’s trips:

Alaska Your Way
June 26 through August 26
Start: Anacortes, Washington
End: Prince George, British Columbia

Calgary Stampede
July 5 through 11
McMahon Stadium, Calgary, Alberta

Best of the Canadian Maritimes 
July 21 through August 16
Start: Bar Harbor, Maine
End: St. John, New Brunswick

For details about Good Sam RV tours, 
visit www.fantasyrvtours.com/goodsam 
or call 800-453-9511.

GOING PLACES WITH GOOD SAM

A new money-stretching program 
rewards Good Sam members for 
renewing their club membership. 
Called Good Sam Perks, the program 
thanks members for their loyalty 
by providing access to one-time 
deep discounts, two-for-one deals 
and frequent-value savings from 
a variety of big national brands, 
small-town shops and everything 
in between. The Good Sam Perks 
website lists participating merchants 
and discounts, and a smartphone 
app makes it easy to access mobile-
redeemable coupons. Good Sam Life 
and Elite members gain immediate 
access to Good Sam Perks.

To fi nd participating merchants, go 
to www.goodsamclub.com/perks.

GOOD SAM CLUB  

HAPPY CAMPERS As the 50th anniversary celebration for Camping World and Good Sam came to an 
end last year, one lucky couple drove into the sunset in a new $140,000 motorhome. Elwood and Janet Graben-
bauer of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, were the grand-prize winners of a Thor Hurricane in the Golden Giveaway.

Good Sam Days
Camping World invites Good Sam 
members to visit any of its more than 
120 retail locations to celebrate Good 
Sam Days, April 6 through 9. During 
this four-day sales event, members 
can save money with exclusive 
discounts on popular RV supplies 
and outdoor accessories. Members 
who spend $75 or more will receive a 
free umbrella, while supplies last. 

Visit www.campingworld.com to 
fi nd Camping World SuperCenter 
locations and shop online. To take 
advantage of members-only offers 
on Good Sam Days, show a valid 
membership card to the cashier or 
enter the membership number when 
making a purchase on the website.
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ALASKA’S PLAYGROUND
By Dawn Wilson

Summer in Alaska is a dream for many RV owners, but fi nding 
available RV sites in a land that covers millions of acres can take a lot 
of preplanning. We knew months in advance that we would spend the 
summer traveling around Alaska, including along the Kenai Peninsula 

during peak salmon season, but our planning entailed no more than making sure 
we had the proper documents to travel through Canada and re-enter the U.S. 
We were going on the fl y from there on out — not a single reservation made for a 
campsite prior to driving across the border into Alaska. 

What we found along much of the 
Kenai Peninsula was an abundance of 
opportunities to park our motorhome 
and rest our weary heads from the 
hundreds of miles of driving between 
destinations at a plethora of RV parks, 
national forest campgrounds and even 
along the road. What we came home 
with was enough fresh salmon to share 
with friends and family, numerous 
wildlife photos to add to my stock 
inventory and a wealth of memories of 

A summer motorhome trip across the famous Kenai Peninsula uncovers the ultimate in RV sightseeing and adventure

the beautiful Kenai Peninsula.
A drive on the Kenai Peninsula 

starts with heading south out of 
Anchorage, Alaska, along Turnagain 
Arm. Time it right if you can to catch 
the bore tide, a wave of water that 
fl oods back into the bay and attracts 
dozens of paddleboarders and surfers 
catching a rare Alaska wave. 

Stop at the Tesoro gas station in 
Girdwood. It is the most-visited gas 
station in all of Alaska, and the last 

chance for fuel for approximately 65 
miles. Then head south. 

In the months of June and July, the 
wildfl owers along the Seward Highway 
just past the welcome sign for the 
Kenai Peninsula fi ll the mountains 
on either side of the road with vibrant 
shades of pink, purple and green. 
Lupines will blanket the landscape in 
shades of purple in June. Fireweed will 
cover the landscape in bright magenta 
in July. Getting off the road and taking 
a closer look at the meadows will 
reveal chocolate lilies, wild geraniums, 
yarrow and monkshood.

Make Seward your fi rst town to 
visit. The jaunt to Seward is a pleasant 
and easy drive down the Seward 
Highway. Avoid visiting Seward during 
Fourth of July weekend, unless you 
like crowds. If you do, the town of 
Seward hosts a race where hundreds 
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ALASKA’S PLAYGROUND
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A summer motorhome trip across the famous Kenai Peninsula uncovers the ultimate in RV sightseeing and adventure

Getting There
To reach Anchorage via the Alaska Highway 
(from Dawson Creek, BC), take BC-97 North 
for more than 500 miles (becomes Alaska 
Highway). After another 400-plus miles, 
take AK-1/Glenn Highway Tok Cutoff. Follow 
more than 120 miles, then left onto AK-1. 
Anchorage is about 200 miles beyond.

KENAI PENINSULA

of runners climb up the aptly named 
Mount Marathon. 

Instead, visit Seward before the big 
weekend and check out the beauty of 
coastal Alaska. Start by catching one 
of the fi rst-come, fi rst-served spots 
in the six RV parks along the Seward 
Waterfront Park, or make reservations 
at Miller’s Landing farther down the 
coast of Resurrection Bay. 

After securing your RV spot, book a 
boat ride into Resurrection Bay, where 
you will discover a world full of sea 
birds, marine mammals and calving 
glaciers. Visit Kenai Fjords National 
Park by taking the only road that 
accesses the park; all other access 
points are via boat. This drivable point 
into the park provides access to the 
trails for Exit Glacier and the Harding 
Icefi eld, beautiful, must-see destina-
tions within the park. On the way out 

from Kenai Fjords National Park, stop 
at the Salmon Bake Restaurant for a 
tasty, warm meal after a long day of 
hiking. And fi nally, cruise around town, 
where you can visit the Alaska SeaLife 
Center, watch fi sherman come in 
from their daily fi shing trips and enjoy 
a tasty burger in the ambiance of a 
school bus at Red’s Burgers. 

After a couple of days in Seward, 
head back up the Seward Highway and 
turn left onto the Sterling Highway 
to continue exploring the Kenai 
Peninsula. 

The next town you reach is Cooper 
Landing. For those wanting to test 

their skills at salmon fi shing, this area 
offers some of the best opportuni-
ties to fi sh when the pinks and reds 
are running, which typically happens 
through July.  

An ideal spot for RV parking is 
at the Russian River Campground. 
This inexpensive national-forest 
campground provides access to the 
fi shing boardwalk along the river. This 
is also a fantastic place to photograph 
bald eagles and brown bears fi shing 
along the river. 

Continue a little farther down the 
Sterling Highway and bypass the main 
road by driving through the Kenai 
National Wildlife Refuge. Here visitors 
have an excellent opportunity to see 
moose, black bears and spruce grouse.

Mark the town of Kenai as your 

A boat ride and moderate hike takes 
you to Grewingk Glacier in Kachemak 
Bay State Park near Homer, the fi rst 

state park in Alaska.

A fl ock of common murres, one of the many 
sea birds seen in Kachemak Bay near Homer, 
cover the rocks of Gull Island.
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next stop for your visit on the Kenai 
Peninsula. Dena’ina Athabascan 
Alaskans lived in the region for gen-
erations, but Russians changed the 
ambiance of the community when 
they settled in the area and built Fort 
Saint Nicholas in 1791. Established as 
a fish and fur trading post, Fort Saint 
Nicholas became the town of Kenai 
and slowly grew as the Russians built 
Russian Orthodox churches and other 
buildings to accommodate the few 
residents. A U.S. Army contingent took 
over the fort in 1869 and it became 
known as Fort Kenay.

But life along the coast of Cook 
Inlet was hard, and the fort was 
abandoned by 1871. As the fishing 
industry grew along the Kenai River 
and Cook Inlet, canneries became 
established near the former fort and 
the town of Kenai began to rise again. 

Today, several of the original Russian 
buildings have been refurbished and 
provide an interesting look into the 
historical past of this once small fort 
that has become a hub of activity on 
the Kenai Peninsula. 

For the RV traveler, Kenai is an 
excellent place to stock up on supplies 
at the local Wal-Mart, the only one on 
the Kenai Peninsula. Kenai also offers 
one of a few locations on the Kenai 
Peninsula to view caribou out on the 
Kenai Flats. And stop for lunch at the 
unique Burger Bus. Be sure to plan 
some time at this hot little outdoor 
restaurant because its popularity and 
tasty food create long lines.

A great place to camp near Kenai 
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Bald eagles are common sights near Seward, where they may even land in the trees right outside 
of your motorhome. The Salmon Bake Restaurant on the outskirts of Seward offers a cozy 
atmosphere with warm, home-cooked food — the perfect stop on a cold, chilly, damp Alaska day.

Many large parking areas along Resurrection 
River provide great places for a quick lunch 
before heading into Kenai Fjords National Park.
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is at Diamond M Ranch Resort, a Good 
Sam Park offering discounts, great 
amenities for the weary traveler and 
plenty of RV sites. Although booking 
early is always recommended by their 
helpful staff to secure the site of choice 
during the busy summer months, they 
do their best to accommodate RVs. To 
celebrate its 20-year anniversary, the 
resort is offering a 20 percent discount if 
a reservation is paid in full by May 2017.

After Kenai, try your hand at fishing 
again by stopping in Soldotna. By 
mid-July, the sockeye salmon typically 
run in the Kenai River at Swiftwater 
Park, a city park offering hiking, fishing 
access and a 40-site campground 
with a dump station but no hookups. 
Purchase a 24-hour pass from the City 
of Soldotna Parks and Recreation and 
take advantage of the long hours of 
daylight to fish for close to 20 hours. 

Save some room in your freezer 
though, because your next destina-
tion on the tour of the Kenai Peninsula 
takes you to the “Halibut Fishing 
Capital of the World” — Homer, 
Alaska. 

The farthest point south on the 
peninsula, Homer is a small fishing 
town with big potential for getting a 
large dose of Alaskan recreation. 

First, take advantage of Homer’s 
proximity to Katmai National Park and 
Preserve. This remote park, which 
is only accessible by boat or plane, 
boasts some of the best bear-viewing 
in the world. 

Although my recommendation 
is to spend a few days in the park 
immersed with brown bears as they 
go about their daily activities, daytrips 
are also very popular. Beluga Air (907-
235-8256, www.belugaair.com), out of 
Homer, is an excellent source for flying 
over to Brooks Falls in Katmai National 
Park for a daytrip to view bears fishing 
for salmon.

Another popular activity out of 
Homer is to take a boat trip through 
Kachemak Bay. Mako’s Water Taxi 
(907-235-9055, www.makoswatertaxi.
com) is one company that offers a 
variety of boat trips from just a few 
hours to a full-day program and to 
more than a dozen different destina-

tions. Visiting Kachemak Bay State 
Park, where you can hike out to a 
glacier; taking a tour of Gull Island with 
its population of nesting kittiwakes, 
common murres, puffins and other 
sea birds; or a trip to Halibut Cove will 
certainly keep you busy, and happy to 
have a comfortable motorhome to go 
back to at the end of a busy day. 

For a slower day in the Homer 
area, consider visiting the 600-acre 

Kilcher Family Homestead. Made 
popular by the television show “Alaska: 
The Last Frontier,” brothers Atz and 
Otto Kilcher, along with their children, 
continue to farm the property along 
Kachemak Bay in a manner similar 
to how their father, Yule Kilcher, did 
when he homesteaded the land in the 
1940s. It is a fun and low-key way to 
experience a little bit of homesteading 
in Alaska. 
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Finally, no trip to Homer is 
complete without a stop for a beer 
at the Salty Dawg Saloon (www.salty 
dawgsaloon.com) on the Homer Spit. 
At almost any time of day, this small 
lighthouse-converted-to-bar location 
is filled with fishermen, locals and 
tourists happily blended together into 
a dark atmosphere surrounded by 
message-laden dollar bills tacked to 
every inch of wall space.

Homer offers several great places 
to set up camp. Full-service RV parks, 
such as the Oceanview RV Park in 
Homer, may fill quickly in peak season, 
so preplanning is recommended. We 
had luck going with Mariner Park, a 
first-come, first-served park right 
along the beach on the Spit. 

Taking your motorhome to Alaska 
may not be as difficult as some say, if 
you prepare for the potential pitfalls. 
The entire Alaska Highway is paved, 
but due to the harsh winters, frost 
heaves and construction along the 
road are inevitable. This construc-
tion creates long stretches of dirt 
roads that will coat every area of your 
motorhome in dust and chip paint, 
especially if you are towing a dinghy 
behind. We found most drivers with 
dinghy vehicles covered the headlights, 
windshield and front bumper using 
everything from expensive covers 
to pieces of cardboard taped to the 

The Salty Dawg Saloon is a popular drinking destination in Homer for locals, fishermen and 
tourists to relax. The moisture in the air of coastal Alaska creates some stunning sunsets, 
especially as a backdrop to abandoned boats and boat harbors in Homer.

Diamond M Ranch Resort 
907-283-9424, 
www.diamondmranchresort.com

Kenai Peninsula Tourism 
800-535-3624, http://kenaipeninsula.org

Miller’s Landing 
866-541-5739, www.millerslandingak.com

Oceanview RV Park 
907-235-3951, www.oceanview-rv.com

For More Information
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of RV Armor, Inc.  
All Rights Reserved.

SEAMLESS

BEFORE

AFTER
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leak and  
worry-free  
FOR LIFE.

Lightweight: Seamless, and  
maintenance-free
Convenient: Don’t Move! We’ll 
come to you and install your 
new roof. Two-day process with 
nationwide service.
Affordable: Less expensive than 
a traditional roof replacement
Permanent: Lifetime material 
and labor  
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the VIN #
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Roof

vehicle. All seemed to do the trick.
A valid passport is required to drive 

through Canada and to re-enter the U.S. 
If you are bringing pets, make sure they 
are up to date on their rabies vaccine 
and, although we didn’t need to show it, 
we made sure they had health certifi-
cates prior to leaving the Lower 48. If 
you are carting a boat, boat inspections 
will be required at the borders of British 
Columbia and Alberta. 

After the long drive up the Alaska 
Highway to reach Alaska, take your 
time exploring once you are there. 
July is a fantastic time of year on the 
Kenai Peninsula if you are interested in 
bear-viewing or fishing. But June and 
August offer fewer crowds and lots of 
opportunities to sea kayak, hike, view 
wildlife, or just relax in the comfort of 
your motorhome in a landscape full of 
mountains, glaciers and wildflowers. 
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A delight for bicyclists, hikers and sightseers alike, this section of The Show Me St ate is a must-see for RVers

Katy Trail State Park is the longest contiguous 
rails-to-trails conversion in the U.S. The park is 
238 miles long and 100 feet wide. Lush forests 
provide shade for much of the trail. Running 

mostly along the banks of the Missouri River, it’s relatively 
fl at, with a mere 500-foot elevation gain over the length 
of the trail. The surface is crushed limestone, suitable for 
mountain bikes, hybrids, recumbents and road bikes. I’d 
wanted to ride the entire trail ever since we rode a short 
section of it in 2006 while attending an RV rally in Sedalia.

The only question was how. Should we use our 
motorhome as a base camp, moving it each day to a 
different RV park along the trail? Sign up with a tour 
organizer that arranges stays at bed-and-breakfasts and 
shuttles luggage to the next location? Pull a bicycle trailer 

with all our camping gear? Register for one of the 350 spots 
on the Katy Trail Ride in June, sponsored by the Missouri 
State Parks? While all of the options had their good points, 
we chose the last one. 

Online registration for the annual Katy Trail Ride opens 
March 1 each year. (The ride fi lls up quickly. If you want to 
go, register early.) The route goes from Clinton east to Saint 
Charles on odd years (when we did the ride), and reverses 
direction on even years. The overnight stops in between vary 
each year. Breakfast and dinner each day, tent-camping 
sites, hot showers and a gear shuttle are included in the 
registration fee. We also signed up for the optional shuttle 
back to our starting point.

When we were packing for our trip, we couldn’t fi nd 
our tent. Rather than buy a new one, we signed up with 

A delight for bicyclists, hikers and sightseers alike, this section of The Show Me St ate is a must-see for RVers
MISSOURI’S KATY TRAIL
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A delight for bicyclists, hikers and sightseers alike, this section of The Show Me St ate is a must-see for RVers

Getting There
To access the Clinton portion from 
Kansas City, take US 71 south. Just south 
of Harrisonville, take MO Route 7 south 
approximately 40 miles to Clinton. On the 
east side of Clinton, MO Route 7 crosses 
MO Route 52. Exit at MO Route 52 and 
head west .1 mile.

KATY TRAIL, MISSOURI

we needed to leave the motorhome 
somewhere during our ride. Bucksaw 
Resort and Marina on Lake Truman 
near Clinton has 100 RV sites with full 
hookups. The resort was busy with 
fi shermen who were there for the Bass 
Pro Shops Crappie Masters’ Ultimate 
Challenge. We were lucky to get the 
last RV site. 

During the week, I met several 
people who were driving RVs or other 
vehicles to support spouses or friends 
doing the ride. Registered nonriders 
can park their RVs (no hookups) on 
blacktop surfaces at each campsite 
location during the organized ride. 
If you opt to use an RV, check with 
ride offi cials for length restrictions. 
Detailed directions to support and gear 
(SAG) stops, which were about every 
10 miles on the trail, and overnight 
locations are provided to registered 
nonriders. Depending on which cities 
are selected for overnight locations 

each year, RV parks could be nearby or 
as far away as 20 miles or more. 

Sherry Aden has supported her 
husband, Kerry, every year since 2001. 
She enjoys the art galleries, wineries 
and antique stores in the charming 
towns along the route, as well as the 
post-ride socializing. The towns of 
Hermann, Augusta, Mount Pleasant 
and Saint Charles are favorites 
with the nonriders. In 2011, Forbes 
Magazine named Hermann one of 
the prettiest towns in America. The 
Hermann Trolley picks up visitors at 
various locations and delivers them 
to fi ve local wineries and a brewery, 
which would be a good alternative to 
driving an RV on some of the narrow 
roads.

Riders and nonriders alike looked 
forward to the activities available 
after each day’s ride. We cooled off 
in the swimming pool at Liberty Park 
in Sedalia. For people who signed up 
early, a bus took them to Bothwell 
Lodge State Historic Site. Unfortu-
nately for us, the tour was full by 
the time we tried to sign up. Several 
people who were on the tour gave 
enthusiastic accounts of the 31-room, 
12,000-square-foot lodge built atop 
two natural caves. It’s on my list of 
things to do the next time we bike the 
Katy Trail. Luckily for us, additional 
spots opened up on the optional tour 
of Warm Springs Ranch, the breeding 
facility for the Budweiser Clydesdales 
near Boonville. We enjoyed seeing the 
magnifi cent horses and drinking the 

Diners relax at the Bike Stop Café & Outpost, a full-service bike shop (bike rentals available) and 
cafe in Saint Charles. In the town square in Clinton, the life-sized Soldiers Memorial stands as a 
tribute to all men and women who have served their country. Patches of daylilies stood out among 
the greenery of the Katy Trail.

Trees along both sides 
of the Katy Trail provide 

welcome shade to bikers.

A delight for bicyclists, hikers and sightseers alike, this section of The Show Me St ate is a must-see for RVers
MISSOURI’S KATY TRAIL

Padre’s Cycle Inn, a service that 
provides the tent, sets it up in the 
afternoon and takes it down in the 
morning, provides air mattresses, 
chairs, towels, a cellphone charging 
station, cold water and snacks. 
Each afternoon our luggage was 
delivered to our tent. Dawn and Erica 
worked their fannies off for us, with a 
laid-back attitude and a great sense 
of humor. In retrospect, I was so 
happy we couldn’t fi nd our tent that 
Jim briefl y wondered if I’d hidden it.

Since this fi ve-day bike ride gave 
us an excuse to do a six-week RV trip, 
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over the barrier and continue. 
Landowners were always friendly to 
him, even though they were opposed 
to the trail. He has hiked the trail six 
times, and has biked it 20. 

The Katy Trail was as scenic as 
I’d imagined. We enjoyed views of 
the swollen Missouri River — flowing 
rapidly, muddy and dotted with flood 
debris — and the bluffs on the other 
side of the trail from the river. There 

was ample evidence of recent flooding: 
swamped cornfields, downed trees, 
trail damage. Despite this, the area 
along the entire trail was beautiful. The 
forest was lush and dense. Patches 
of daylilies stood out among the 
greenery. We spotted cardinals and 
red-winged blackbirds. Jim identified 
the songs of eastern jays.

Most days the riding was as easy 
as I’d hoped, while one day it was as 

MISSOURI’S KATY TRAIL

Warm Springs Ranch near Boonville offers tours of the breeding facility for the Budweiser 
Clydesdales. Bikers refill water bottles and eat snacks at one of the SAG stops, which were found 
about every 10 miles.

The Sedalia Katy Depot, 
originally built in 1896 and 

restored in 1998, is a welcome 
sight to bicyclists in search of 

food or bike repairs. 

beer that’s poured from the tap at 31 
degrees. 

One evening after dinner, Jim 
Denny, the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources’ (DNR) first Katy 
Trail manager, told us the trail’s 
history. After flooding in 1986 damaged 
the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad’s 
tracks from Sedalia to Machens, a 
new route was built and the right of 
way was to be abandoned. The DNR 
purchased the right of way with a $2.2 
million donation from Edward “Ted” 
Jones (son of founder of the Edward 
Jones investment company) and his 
wife, Pat. This was controversial with 
the landowners who had expected the 
land to revert to them. After much 
opposition, the first section of the trail 
opened in 1990.

Ed Bielik, the 86-year-old rider 
in our group, began hiking the Katy 
Trail in the midst of the controversy 
while it was being built. Often he would 
encounter barbed wire strung across 
the trail. He would throw his backpack 
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MISSOURI’S KATY TRAIL

challenging as I’d feared. The first day, the 39-mile segment 
from Clinton to Sedalia, was the hardest for me, but the trail 
itself was no more difficult than any other section. If I told 
you all my excuses, you’d ask, “Would you like some cheese 
with that whine?” Suffice it to say I was slow. I passed three 
riders all day; the other 300-plus, which included two 10-
year-olds and the 86-year-old man, passed me.

The second day (37 miles, Sedalia to Boonville) was 
awesome. I slept better, in spite of the heat and bedsheets 
that never dried in the high humidity. After six attempts by 
three bike mechanics, my brakes worked well. I felt a burst 
of energy, passing some of the people that flew by me the 
day before, even the 10-year-olds.

On the third day (69 miles, Boonville to Mokane), I felt 
strong for the first 50 miles. That’s when I realized I’d left 
my helmet at the last SAG stop. Jim and I backtracked, 
adding about 6 miles to the trip. That night’s campsite was 
about 1.5 miles from the trailhead up a steep, paved road. 
They offered a bus (fondly referred to as the “Shuttle of 
Shame”) to the campsite, which we happily took. 

On the fourth day (49 miles, Mokane to Marthasville), we 
had lunch at the Lost Creek Vineyard near Hermann after 
hearing rave reviews about the Missouri Wine Country. The 

Near Rocheport, the Katy Trail offers dramatic views of the Missouri 
River on one side and its bluffs on the other. 
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Look for a money saving coupon
under FIND A RETAILER at www.damprid.com

# 
Moisture Absorption
ALL NATURAL1

Eliminate Musty Odors Plus
Prevent Moisture Damage Inside Your RV

Place DampRid® in RV between uses & during storage to prevent musty odors

DampRid® continuously attracts & traps excess moisture to prevent musty odors

Put the hanging
bag in your RV’s

closet or bathroom.

The hi-capacity tub
features a sealed safety
cover to prevent spills.

Available at all Retailers

+
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4.75”

MISSOURI’S KATY TRAIL

vineyard has 12 acres of Chardonel and 
Noiret grapes. We also stopped at an 
open house at the Peers Store about 
5 miles before Marthasville. It opened 
in 1896 and served as a general store 
until 2012. Dan and Connie Burkhardt 
bought it in 2014. On hand for the 
occasion, Dan said, “I wanted to make 
something interesting along the Katy 
Trail instead of bulldozing it.” While 
looking at the art and memorabilia, 
we enjoyed “hillbilly chamber music” 
performed by a trio called the Bluegill 
Buddies.

The fifth day (38 miles, Marthas-
ville to Saint Charles) started the 
same way the fourth day ended, with 
a thunderstorm. Around 5:30 a.m. 
as we were packing our bags, Dawn 
walked through the campsite yelling 
the news that the trail was closed 
due to flooding and the last day of the 
ride was canceled. We put our bikes 
on a truck and took a bus to Saint 
Charles. 

While I would have liked to finish 

A TASTE OF THE KATY TRAIL
Having neither the time nor the muscles to bike the entire 238-mile Katy Trail, we chose 
Hermann, Missouri, as our two-day base of operations. Centrally located on the bike trail, 
Hermann offers easy access to the trail along with some great wineries and restaurants. 
Hermann was founded by German settlers in the mid-1800s, who brought their customs, 
food and wine-growing expertise to this small town along the Missouri River, making this the 
perfect place for our small taste.

For our daytrip, we biked out of the City Park, across the bridge spanning the Missouri 
River, and started riding the Katy Trail, heading west. We completed 26 miles by bike, on the 
flat, well-maintained bike path, making for easy, scenic riding. During our ride we stopped 
along the river to read the well-documented trail signs, telling us where Lewis and Clark 
traveled and set up overnight camps. 

Back in Hermann, it was time to relax, so we walked a few blocks from the City Park to 
Stone Hill Winery. Before Prohibition, this winery was the second-largest winery in the U.S. 
We took the guided tour that included the vast wine cellars carved into the limestone hill. 
Interesting to learn that during Prohibition, the wine cellars were converted to a mushroom 
farm. Not until the 1970s did the winery become re-established. The featured wine is from 
Missouri’s unique Norton grapes, which make for a nice semidry red wine.

Following our tour, we stopped for dinner at the Vintage Restaurant, part of the Stone 
Hill complex. The Held family restored this winery and then opened the Vintage Restaurant in 
1979. The restaurant has been nominated as one of the best German restaurants in America. 
Dinner was served in the former stables where we enjoyed outstanding German meals and 
complimentary wine. Up on the hill overlooking the town of Hermann, it is a lovely setting. 
573-486-2221, www.stonehillwinery.com — Morey and Ruth Edelman
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MISSOURI’S KATY TRAIL

the ride, I was pleased that we had 
time to check out Saint Charles. In 
Frontier Park, a larger-than-life 
bronze statue of Meriwether Lewis, 
William Clark and Clark’s New-
foundland dog, Seaman, reminds 
visitors that Saint Charles was the 
final embarkation point of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition in 1804. Those 
famous explorers walked these 
brick-lined streets to buy supplies 
for their expedition. The historic and 
picturesque Main Street is still paved 
with bricks, but the frontier stores 
have been replaced by trendy shops 
and galleries. I bought a bottle of 
margarita-flavored white balsamic 
at an olive oil and vinegar emporium. 
We visited a quilt shop with so many 
pretty fabrics it almost made me want 

If you’d like to use your motorhome as a 
support vehicle for biking or hiking the 
Katy Trail, the following facilities are con-
veniently located. For a full list of camping 
options, go to http://www.bikekatytrail.
com/planner.aspx. 

Clinton Community Center (free parking, 
no hookups, showers available), located 
near mile 264.6 on the Katy Trail in Clinton. 
660-885-2181, http://www.clintonmo.
com/#!parks-and-rec/c1yvh

Bucksaw Resort and Marina (full 
hookups), 17 miles to trailhead at mile 
264.6 in Clinton. 660-477-3900,  
http://www.bucksaw.com

Missouri State Fair Public Campground 
(full hookups), located at mile 229 on 
the Katy Trail in Sedalia. 800-422-3247, 
http://www.mostatefair.com/plan/public-
campground

Katy Roundhouse RV Park (full hookups), 
located at mile 189 on the Katy Trail in 
New Franklin. 660-848-2232, http://
katyroundhousecamping.weebly.com

Cooper’s Landing (electric and water 
hookups), located at mile 163.5 on the Katy 
Trail in Columbia. 573-657-2544, http://
www.cooperslanding.net

Hermann City Park Campground (full 
hookups), 2 miles from trailhead at mile 
100.8 in Hermann. There are 43 full-
hookup sites and eight with electric only. 
573-486-5400, https://www.visitmo.com/
hermann-city-park-campground.aspx

Sundermeier RV Park (full hookups), 
located near mile marker 38 on the Katy 
Trail in Saint Charles. 800-929-0832, 
http://www.sundermeierrvpark.com

RVing on the Trail

to take up quilting. Jim and I each 
bought chocolates at two different 
candy shops; it’s easy to justify such 
an indulgence after riding a bicycle 
200 miles. I visited an art gallery 
featuring Missouri artists. The art was 
so beautiful and unique I gasped with 
delight. 

Soon it was time to take the bus 
back to Clinton. We were thrilled to be 
back to our motorhome and luxuries 
like dry sheets, air conditioning and 
electric toothbrushes. 

The Katy Trail Ride was a 
marvelous adventure. We’ll do it 
again, perhaps independently, using 
our motorhome and allowing an extra 
week to check out nearby towns and 
attractions. It would be a spectacular 
ride with fall colors. 

In Marthasville, riders relax in the shade of a tree. 

Bucksaw Resort and Marina on Lake Truman 
near Clinton is popular with fishermen and 
boaters.
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Mercedes
Class B

Mercedes
Class B+

Ford
Class B+

Most motorhome bodies are 
made of multiple pieces of fiber-
glass that are joined together 

— and every seam is a potential leak or 
squeak.

Coach House is different. The Coach 
House Platinum® and Platinum II® are 
constructed with a patented one-piece 
hand-laid fiberglass shell, reinforced 
with carbon fiber. The result is an RV that 
is quieter and more durable than one 
manufactured in the traditional way.

Our one-piece shell is more costly 
and difficult to make, but we wouldn’t 
have it any other way. Nor would our 
loyal customers, some of whom are now 
driving their fourth or even fifth Coach 
House motorhome! 

Beyond the unique one-piece shell, 
here are some of the other factors that 
make the downsized Platinum and 
Platinum II your best motorhome value:

•  More standard features than any 
other motorhome in their class.

•  Professionally decorated interiors 
with solid-surface countertops, 
porcelain toilets, name-brand 
appliances, 32-inch HDTV, and 
more.

•  Choice of chassis: Ford E-450 (gas) 
or Mercedes Sprinter (diesel).

•  Nationwide warranty service.
•  High ratings for ride and safety.

For those who like the

STRONG, SILENT TYPE

BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE!
Coach House motorhomes are sold direct from the 

factory — there is no middleman. The “Coach House 
Buying Experience” includes: personal attention from 
courteous employees; a generous trade-in allowance 

for your current RV; on-the-spot financing (for qualified 
buyers); and instruction in how to operate your new RV.

VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT 
See for yourself what makes a Coach House motor-
home so special. Visit our factory at I-75 exit 195 near 
Venice, Fla., where a knowledgeable salesperson 
can take you on a personal plant tour and show you 
the latest models on display in our showroom. Open 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday–Friday or by appointment.

COACH HOUSE, INC. 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE · NOKOMIS, FL 34275 (941) 485-0984 TOLL-FREE 1-800-235-0984
VISIT US ONLINE AT www.coachhouserv.com· PLANT TOURS AVAILABLE. PLEASE CALL AHEAD.

PLATINUM II 
Mercedes Sprinter chassis

PLATINUM 
Ford E-450 Super Duty chassis

Coach House® makes a quieter, more durable RV

Coach 
House’s 
patented  
one-piece  
hand-laid 
fiberglass  
shell is 
unique 
in the RV 
industry

Mercedes
Class B+

Ford
Class B+

Mercedes
Class B

45 COACHHOUSE.indd   12/28/16   3:10 PM   - 45 -    (Cyan)45 COACHHOUSE.indd   12/28/16   3:10 PM   - 45 -    (Magenta)45 COACHHOUSE.indd   12/28/16   3:10 PM   - 45 -    (Yellow)45 COACHHOUSE.indd   12/28/16   3:10 PM   - 45 -    (BlacK)



Secure personal 
connection

Simple to scan 
and fi nd network

Connect to WiFi 
where others can’t

+ Increased 
WiFi range

Turns ‘WiFi Dead Zones’ 
into entertainment zones. 
The Winegard ConnecT helps you keep 
mobile devices, media players and 
computers connected to WiFi. Get ready 
for a consistent, reliable connection and 
expanded coverage wherever the road 
may take you. 

WF1

3 ANTENNAS 
PULL IN SIGNAL.

3 RADIOS 
POWER ANTENNAS.

 HIGH PERFORMANCE ANTENNAS 
MAXIMIZE SPEED & RANGE x3

An integrated system 
that works together 
for faster speeds and 
increased range from 
WiFi source.

WINEGARD - READER’S CHOICE AWARD 
WINNING SATELLITE TV ANTENNAS FOR 

THE 5TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR

LONG RANGE, HIGH PERFORMANCE

WIFI EXTENDER

Outdoor Unit white, Indoor Unit black
Outdoor Unit black, Indoor Unit black

© 2017 Winegard Co

WiFi signal captured by Winegard ConnecT™ is rebroadcast through 
the RV for a secure connection at the fastest speed available.

WiFi signal from public/private accessible wifi hotspots (RV 
parks, rest stops, retail stores, etc).

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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Jam Session
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Fleetwood's Jamboree 30D, appointed with Class A luxury and an outdoor entertainment 
system, lends itself to hanging out and reveling in style

Settled outdoors in cushy chairs under a 16-foot 
awning on a cloudless sunny morning in Palm Springs, 
California, we watched as golfers concentrated, 

fi xated on the ball. Silence fi rst, followed by ahhhhs, ooooohs, 
noooos, whoops and cheers, and claps on the back. Behind 
us was our home away from home, a 2017 Jamboree 30D 
motorhome, with its Champagne Slate exterior. The color 
was apropos since we were living in style at Outdoor Resort 
Palm Springs, the night before toasting ourselves with 
glasses of champagne and proclaiming this was a great place 
to retire — at this site, in this motorhome.

But, alas, we aren’t retired. So, we focused on the week 
we had possession of this Fleetwood Jamboree 30D Class C 
motorhome, backdropped by palm trees and parked on brick 
pavers bordering the golf course.

The 31-foot-8½-inch dual-slide Jamboree 30D is built on 
a Ford E-450 Super Duty chassis with a 6.8-liter Triton V-10 
engine, which is a commonly used chassis for this size of 

Class C. In this case, however, the rear portion of the frame 
rides on an airless MORryde rubber shackle suspension 
system, an industry-fi rst for this class of motorhome. Fleet-
wood’s parent company, REV Group, has partnered with 
MORryde to create the exclusive REV Control Ryde (RCR), 
a ride-and-handling system that works in concert with the 
factory leaf springs. RCR cushions the chassis, absorbs shock 
and increases suspension travel without the use of air bags. 
Anti-dive technology, also incorporated into RCR, reduces 
brake dive and stops the motorhome in a more controlled 
fashion under hard braking.

Could we tell the difference? You bet. Cruising down 
the highway, the ride was smooth and the drive quiet. The 
overhead cabinets barely rattled over bumpy roads, and other 
than a few chirps from the stove’s glass top, the ride — and 
handling — were noticeably better when compared to a stock 
Ford chassis.

Wide running boards make stepping up into the carpeted 

ABOVE:  Driving the Jamboree was quite enjoyable, thanks to the REV Control Ryde (RCR) system. RCR is the result of a collaboration between REV 
Group and MORryde, and is designed to work together with the factory leaf-spring suspension to improve ride and handling.

By Donya Carlson
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cockpit easier, and from there it’s a 
10-inch step up into the living space. 
Driver and passenger seats with large 
armrests are made of Soft Touch 
vinyl that feels like leather and match 
the motorhome’s jackknife sofa and 
dinette seating. Storage, cup holders, 
HVAC controls and a Pioneer stereo 
with Bluetooth and Sirius XM are 
housed in a dashboard adorned with a 
burlwood fi nish.

Stepping into the 30D via a 26-inch 
radius-corner entry door while gripping 
the strong (lighted) handrail, we im-
mediately liked the inviting feel. Flush-
mounted LED lighting graces the 
6-foot-10-inch-high padded ceiling, 
and sunshine cascaded in from the 24-
by-16-inch skylight. Dark, high-gloss 
raised-panel hardwood cabinet doors 
complement the tan Soft Touch 
jackknife sofa and dinette seating, while 
a tile backsplash pulls the color tones 
together. A 40-inch LED TV is mounted 
at the curbside end of the cabover bed.

With a queen-size bed in the rear, 
bunk beds, cabover bed, jackknife sofa 
and a dinette/bed that has a lift bracket 
to simplify raising and lowering the 
table, there’s sleeping for seven to 10, 
depending on the size of the overnight-
ers. The bunks and wardrobe for the 
master bedroom are housed in an 
11-foot slide, and a door offers adults 
a retreat from the kids. The foot of 
the queen mattress is cleverly cut at 
an angle to create more walk-around 
space, and the pillowtop mattress was 
as comfortable as the one we have at 
home. Calling the space between the 
bed and side walls “walk-around” is an 

exaggeration — it’s more like “squeeze-
around,” but I could get in there to 
make the bed, and there are nightstand 
tops on each side of the bed with handy 
cup holders.

Plentiful storage in the bedroom 
includes a wardrobe, drawers and 
overhead cabinets, plus a large 
countertop for whatever suits your 
fancy. I could step inside the underbed 
storage area to retrieve items thanks 
to gas struts that held the bed platform 
up; housed in this area are two ladders 
for the bunk and cabover beds. A 
32-inch LED TV and DVD player also 
take up residence in the bedroom. And, 
so the kids don’t feel left out, each of 
the bunk beds has its own DVD player (a 
$915 option) with a 9½-inch fl at-panel 
fl ip-down screen.

Deciding that I should give each of the 
beds a fair shot, I chose a different bed 
each night we stayed in the Jamboree. 
At the end of the experiment, it was 
decided that all of them were comfort-
able enough, although I had to sleep 
diagonally on the dinette/bed and the 
5½-foot-long jackknife sofa, as both were 
too short for my 5-foot-9-inch frame. On 
the contrary, the bunk beds, because of 
the way they are situated adjacent to the 
refrigerator wall and protruding partway 
into the aisle, make these beds capable 

Above left: Good lighting, an open feel and a jackknife sofa (not shown) across from the four-seat 
dinette with Soft Touch vinyl cushions are conducive to lounging. Above right: The proximity and 
angle of the range and microwave in relation to the countertop and sink make cooking up a meal 
straightforward. Sink covers offer additional solid-surface countertop space.

Abundant storage, ample counter area and 
plenty of places to hang towels highlight the 
bathroom. The 22-inch-high toilet and big step 
into the shower lend themselves to taller RVers.

of accommodating people up to 6 feet 7 
inches. None of the beds, though, came 
close to the exceptional comfort of the 
master queen mattress.

The 42-by-80-inch cabover bed is 
roomy and comfortable. There are no 
reading lights, but with the 40-inch 
fl at-screen TV at my feet, it was almost 
like being in a movie theater. Under the 
TV is a shelf to park a bottle of water 
and snacks for nighttime noshers. The 
cabover offered more headroom than 
the bunk beds and there’s a privacy 
curtain as well.

An 11-cubic-foot residential 
stainless-steel refrigerator with top 
freezer and icemaker offered more 
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WHAT’S HOT 

WHAT’S NOT 

Inviting living area, effi cient galley, outside 
entertainment system, grouped control 
panels by entry door, access to bathroom 
with slides retracted, roof-mounted awning

Tall toilet seat, high step into shower, 
weight issues, leveling-jack clearance, 
struts on cabinet doors above sofa too 
strong

TEST   F L E E T W O O D  J A M B O R E E  3 0 D

solid-surface sink covers, preferring to 
leave the other one off to keep a side 
of the sink open for rinsing food. Hot 
water reached the sink quickly from 
the nearby 6-gallon tank, and the 30D 
has a whole-RV water-fi ltration system. 
For one dinner with multiple dishes, I 
moved the whole shebang across the 
galley to the dinette, where I could 
spread out thanks to the large table.

The spacious cabinets above the 
jackknife sofa are not for the faint of 
heart; the unusually strong gas struts 
slammed the upward-opening cabinets 
closed with such force that fi ngers 
could get bent back in the hardware, so 
we left them open. The other cabinets 
and drawers on roller-bearing guides 

worked great and we were impressed 
with the overall storage space.

For additional storage, the dinette 
seat’s plywood top fl ips up. There are 
two seatbelts in the jackknife sofa 
and three in the dinette’s seating (one 
with a child-seat tether) for a total 
of seven seatbelted positions in the 
Jamboree. A nice touch are the two 
cup holders on the table — each large 
enough to hold a bottle of wine — that 
kept drinks from getting knocked over 
during a rambunctious game of cards, 
and a shelf where we kept keys and 
cellphones. Hanging out in the living 
room with friends was enjoyable with 
the Jamboree’s homey and relaxed 
setup and comfortable seating for six 
or seven. With the bright overhead LED 
lights off, toe-kick lighting adds to the 
peaceful ambiance. All lights in the 30D 
are LED, with the exception of incan-
descent reading lights over the queen 
bed, jackknife sofa and dinette.

During the day, with temperatures 
close to 90 degrees, the 15,000-Btu 
Airxcel rooftop air conditioner kept the 
interior comfortable. In the evening, we 
were able to switch off the A/C because 
the unit’s three Fan-Tastic Vent fans 
with rain sensors did an admirable 
job keeping the interior cool. We 
noted that there is a plethora of well-
located electrical outlets throughout 
the interior, including one inside the 
pantry across from the bunk beds. The 

F L E E T W O O D  J A M B O R E E  3 0 D

than enough room for a week’s worth of 
groceries. The large crisper drawer was 
a plus since lots of salads, veggies and 
fruit were on the menu. The two-basin 
sink with pullout sprayer faucet is 
housed in a solid-surface countertop 
set at a 90-degree angle from the 
three-burner Atwood range. This made 
it convenient to chop food, reach for 
a pan on the range without having to 
do more than turn, slide the chopped 
contents into the pan and return it to the 
range. The counter and range are at a 
good height at an inch shy of 3 feet, and 
a High Pointe convection microwave 
oven is located above.

When more countertop prep space 
was needed, I used one of the matching 

The carpeted cockpit is set up for effi ciency and comfort and features an attractive burlwood-
fi nish dashboard. There are good nooks and crannies for stowing small and large items.

JACKKNIFE SOFA

BUNK BEDS

QUEEN BED

LAV

DINETTE

CABOVER BED

WARDROBE

FRIDGE
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Specifi cations
Chassis
Model Ford E-450
Engine 6.8-L Triton V-10
Sae Hp 305 hp @ 4,250 rpm
Torque 420 lb-ft @ 3,250 rpm
Transmission  6-speed automatic
Axle Ratio  4.10:1
Tires  LT225/75R16
Wheelbase  214"
Brakes  4-wheel disc with ABS
Suspension F/R  Coil/Leaf springs/

REV Control Ryde 
Fuel Capacity 55 gallon
Fuel Economy 10.17 mpg
Warranty Basic 3 years/36,000 miles, 

Powertrain 5 years/60,000 miles 

Coach
Exterior Length  31' 8.5"
Exterior Width 8' 6"
Exterior Height 12'
Interior Width 8'
Interior Height 6' 10"
Construction: Aluminum tube framing, 
one-piece TPO roof, bead foam insulation, 
one-piece molded fi berglass front cap
Freshwater Capacity 60 gal
Black-Water Capacity 37 gal
Gray-Water Capacity 37 gal
Water Heater Capacity 6 gal
LP-Gas Capacity 14 gal
Air Conditioner 15,000 Btu with heat pump
Furnace  (2) 20,000 Btu
Refrigerator 11 cubic-foot
Inverter/Charger 1,200 watt/30 amp
Battery (2) 6-volt deep cycle (chassis)

 (1) 12-volt (coach)
AC Generator  4 kW
MSRP $121,650
MSRP as Tested $129,223
Warranty   Limited 1-year, 15,000-mile coach; 

3-year, 45,000-mile structural

Wet Weight
(Water and fuel tanks full, no supplies or 
passengers)
Front Axle 4,260 lbs
Rear Axle 9,660 lbs
Total 13,920 lbs

Chassis Ratings
GAWR, F/R  5,000 lbs/9,600 lbs
GVWR  14,500 lbs
GCWR  22,000 lbs
ROCCC  N/A

GAWR: Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR: Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR: Gross Combination Weight Rating
ROCCC:  Realistic Occupant and 

Cargo Carrying Capacity
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one issue we had was with the manual 
single roller nightshades, which were 
diffi cult to retract and likely a detail the 
dealer could handle.

For when you want to spiff up, 
the 30D has two mirrors, one on 
the wardrobe in the bedroom (not 
full length) and the other on the 
medicine cabinet in the bathroom. 
The bathroom’s vanity has ample 
countertop space with storage below 
and another cabinet above. Other 
niceties include good lighting, lots of 
towel racks and the Fan-Tastic Vent 
that did a good job whisking moisture 
out. The bathroom also features a 
raised shower and toilet (with sprayer) 
to accommodate plumbing and duct 
work. At 22 inches high, the porcelain 
throne on the pedestal makes great 
seating for tall people, but the height 
left a 5-foot-3-inch friend with her legs 
dangling. The toilet’s height also makes 
it higher than necessary to be ADA-
compliant. Ironically, the Jamboree is 
designed and clearly well-thought-out 
to accommodate a family but the toilet 
is an anomaly, as little ones will likely 
need a boost up on it.

Likewise, the fi rst step down out 
of the shower can be a doozie for 
shorter people or for those with knee 
problems, with its 14-inch drop. That 
would make it a high step up into the 

shower as well. None of this bothered 
me, but we did place a nonslip mat on 
the fl oor outside the shower to make 
sure we wouldn’t slide on the fl oor with 
wet feet when stepping down out of 
the shower. Then there’s the overhead 
metal shower frame to contend with 
that can be a head-knocker depending 
on your height. We simply paid attention 
while stepping in and out of the shower 
and had no issues. Once safely inside 
the shower, there is plenty of headroom 
at 6 feet 5 inches with the skylight, 
and the brushed-nickel handheld 
shower sprayer with shutoff valve is 
premium quality. The glass doors kept 
water from leaking onto the fl oor and 
a good-sized integrated shower caddy 
harbored various full-size shampoo 
bottles and washcloths.

Trotting off one evening to a potato 
bake at the clubhouse, we left the 
awning out and its LED lighting on. 
The LEDs are tied into a strip that runs 
along the fully wrapped fi berglass front 
cap and puts the fi nishing touch on 
the classy-looking motorhome. Plus, 
it made for a welcoming sight to come 
back to in the dark. The roof-mounted, 
integrated box patio awning with lateral 
arm is unusual for a Class C, and 
Fleetwood has skillfully replicated the 
awning case on the opposite side of the 
RV to make the radius roof symmetrical.

The bunk beds and the wardrobe and dresser for the master bedroom are housed in a slide 
across from the bathroom. The master can be sectioned off from the bunks via a sliding door. 
Each bunk has its own DVD player and there are storage drawers at the base of the bottom bunk.
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Strong and eff ective, the 9100 Series awning provides
eff ective protection from sun and rain. Made from 
heavy-duty,polyester-reinforced vinyl fabric, it is 
guaranteed to last. Not only is it practical,  but with a 
wide variety of available colors it also looks good. 

Our cooking, sanitation and climate products will make
you feel right at home, no matter where you are.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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    TireMinder® Smart TPMS™
• iPhone, iPad and Android Compatible 

• Bluetooth LE Adapter with Backup Alert System
• Rhino Signal Booster included for Superior Range 

• Auto-Scroll, Auto-Search and Mode Indicators
• Low, High, Leaking, Temperature and Blowout Alerts 

• Up to 22 Tires (0-232PSI), Simultaneous PSI and Temperature

*Phone not included

TireMinder® TM-77
• Camping World Exclusive
• Huge, Crystal Clear LCD Display
• Multi-Vehicle Disconnect (MVD) 
• Signal Booster, Auto-Scroll, Auto-Search and Mode Indicators
• Low, High, Leaking, Temperature and Blowout Alerts 
• Up to 22 Tires (0-232PSI), Simultaneous PSI and Temperature

*Monitor included

The Most Advanced Tire Pressure 
Monitor and Bluetooth  

TPMS For RVs!

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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Fleetwood RV
800-322-8216, www.fl eetwoodrv.com
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Taking advantage of another 
lovely night and the 30D’s outdoor 
entertainment center with a 32-inch 
LED TV and Jensen AM/FM/CD/DVD 
unit, we set up outdoors under the 
awning with bowls of popcorn to 
watch an action movie. Sound came 
clearly through the two speakers, 
and when I walked around to check 
the volume on the opposite side of 
the RV to make sure we weren’t 
disturbing the neighbors, the sound 
was hardly noticeable.

The Jamboree 30D has an extraor-
dinary amount of outside storage. 
There are multiple deep bins, and the 
chassis is designed to accommodate 
two pass-through compartments that 
would be splendid for storing large 
items such as chairs and a ladder. 
Unfortunately, after weighing the 
Jamboree on a certifi ed scale, with 
water and LP-gas tanks full with no 
supplies onboard, we discovered that 
the rear axle was overloaded by 60 
pounds. After discussing the weight 

situation with factory personnel, we 
learned that engineers are working 
on carving out some weight to make 
the motorhome’s generous storage 
capacity practical, without having 
to run with the gasoline and LP-gas 
tanks only partially fi lled, and without 
the need to limit the passenger 
occupancy of the fl oorplan. 

Driving out of our site after a 
glorious week, the rear hydraulic 
jacks came in contact with the ground. 
Retracted, the rear auto-leveling jacks 
measured 4¾ inches off the ground, 
while the front ones had 5¼ inches 
clearance. This is another area where 
the factory will need to make some 
corrections.

Well-thought-out details in the 
Jamboree — like grouping the control 
panels by the entry door in a well-lit 
area and supplying labels that are 
large enough to read, plus access to 
the bathroom while both slides are 
retracted — get high marks. Addition-
ally, the 30D is prewired for solar 

panels and has an outside shower.
Refl ecting back on the time spent 

with the Jamboree, we decided we were 
equally impressed with its indoor con-
veniences as well as the exterior ones. 
Although our small group of two spent 
a week at a luxury RV resort in the 
Jamboree, the 30D should also please 
families with kids who prefer RVing in 
more simplistic surroundings. 

The queen pillowtop mattress is exception-
ally comfortable and the cloth headboard is a 
good place to prop against to watch TV or read, 
though the reading lights get hot to the touch.
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• 2” longer: improved turning radius
• Fits wide or narrow towed vehicles
• Smoother towing
• Patented non-binding latches 
• 10,000 lb capacity

Avail™ Aladdin™

• Aluminum construction
• Quick connects and disconnects
• Lightweight, 37 lbs
• 7,500 lb capacity

• 10,000 lb capacity

Aventa™LX
• Ball-in-socket design reduces wear
• 360-degree swivel 
• 10,000 lb capacity

Alpha™

• Easily folds away
• Steel construction
• 6,500 lb capacity

• Bolts securely to the chassis
• Cosmetically appealing installation
• Links for safety cable attachment
• Weight on suspension reduced
• Spreads towing force equally

Blue Ox, Circle 104 on Reader Service Card
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By E. Don Smith

MAINTENANCE: DETAILING
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If you are an owner who insists on keeping the full-body paint job on 
your motorhome looking like new, you have only two options: Spend a lot 
of money with a professional detailer; or learn all the proper techniques, 
buy the tools and products and do the work yourself. For many reasons I 

prefer the do-it-yourself method, and with years of detailing experience in the 
automotive world, I can tell you it’s just one big step up to detail a fully painted, 
full-size motorhome. It may not be as easy as with a car, but if you have 
the time, patience and interest you can deliver the results of a professional 
detailer without the expense.

Detailing a fully painted 
motorhome must be done one step at 
a time, otherwise the job seems over-
whelming. Unless you have a crew of 
two or three helpers, it’s impossible 
to do all this work in a single day. Plan 
on spreading things out over a few 
days. If you want professional results 
you should follow all the steps we 
cover. If, however, you are happy 
with “average Joe” results, you can 
skip a few of them. The major steps 
involved in a full exterior detail are 
roof cleaning, bug removal, overall 
washing (including awnings), tire 
cleaning/protecting, clay-bar paint 

DETAILING
LIKE A PRO

decontamination (pro step), polishing/
swirl removal if needed, paint sealing 
(pro step), wheel cleaning/polishing, 
glass cleaning and adding a water 
repellent to the front glass (pro step). 
If that list sounds like a lot of work, 
it is, but nobody cares more about 
your motorhome than you, so you will 
often produce the best results.

Commercial detailers are a great 
resource, but choose them wisely. They 
often skip many of the professional 
steps, and they may simply wash and 
wax the motorhome with a one-step 
product, which is not always enough to 
produce professional-looking results. 

Of course, the main reason detailers 
are forced to skip steps is that most 
motorhome owners are not willing to 
pay the cost of a true professional job. 
Many times at rallies or on internet 
forums you may hear owners bragging 
about getting their coach detailed for 
$150-$250. If you have ever done a true 
pro-level job, you already know that it 
is impossible for a professional detailer 
to properly complete all these steps at 
that price.

Not everyone wants or needs 
a true professional multistage 
paint prep and decontamination, 
so feel free to skip those steps 
if that describes you. If you have 
ever touched the surface of a true 
show car, the paint is very slick and 
smooth, and it has tremendous gloss 
and refl ectivity. This high-quality 
paint surface is no accident. One of 
the steps that produces these results 
is a paint decontamination that uses 
a detailing clay bar to remove tiny 
specs of contamination that will stick 
in or on the surface of the paint. 

(Cleaning Clay Diagram_g3.jpg 

Some expert tips to keep a fully painted motorhome looking great
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DETAILING A FULLY PAINTED MOTORHOME

Fortunately, there is a simple way to test your fully painted 
motorhome’s paint to see if it needs a clay-bar decontami-
nation. Place a small plastic sandwich bag over your hand, 
and with your fingertips rub the bag over the surface of the 
paint. The grit you may feel is comprised of surface con-
taminants that need to be removed with a clay bar.

Another stage of detailing that is part of the pro package 
is paint polishing or swirl removal. Since a motorhome 
is large and difficult to wash, it’s easy to resort to more 
aggressive methods to clean the sides of the coach, such as 
heavy-duty brushes like those used at truck-wash stations. 
These methods of washing (or improper drying practices) 
can leave swirls in the paint’s clear coat, and from certain 
angles you will see a series of circular scratches that 
show up (particularly in darker colors). If you truly want 
a blemish-free surface, those swirls must be removed. 
That usually means a random orbital buffer must be used, 
and it also adds a complete step, or two in some cases, of 
polishing the entire motorhome to remove those swirls.

The last step in the paint aspect of detailing is the ap-
plication of a true long-lasting automotive polymer sealant. 
Polymer paint sealants have become very popular in the 
automotive detailing world for several reasons: 1) They last 
longer than traditional carnauba wax products; 2) They are 
easier to apply and remove from the paint; and 3) They make 
cleaning the vehicle easier. These polymer sealants usually 
have no paint cleaners or polishes, and they tend to be a bit 
more expensive compared to an old-fashioned carnauba 
wax, but they are well worth the small added expense.

Don’t assume the products you find on the shelf at the 
local parts store or discount store are the best products. 
There are some acceptable over-the-counter products on 
the market, but the best ones are usually found only at 
detailing specialty stores or online. As we walk you through 
the process we can’t cover every possible aspect of detailing, 
such as exactly how to properly polish every type of paint 
or how to safely climb onto your roof, so always be careful. 
That means you need to exercise caution when you polish 
the paint with a buffer or use any other tool/product not rec-
ommended by the motorhome manufacturer. Always check 
with the owner’s manual or the factory for specific instruc-
tions before proceeding with paint detailing. And, of course, 
exercise caution while climbing a ladder or walking on the 
roof of your motorhome, especially when the surface is wet. 

Roof Cleaning
Detailing always starts at the top, so the first step is to 
clean the motorhome’s roof. The steps shown here apply 
only to fiberglass roofs. Do not use this method to clean 
a membrane-style roof or else damage will occur. I have 
two techniques that I use with two different products, but I 
prefer the waterless method because it doesn’t allow the 
dirt from the roof to run down the side of the motorhome. 

Using Aero Cosmetics Belly Wash and its Aero scrubber 
tool, spray the cleaner onto a small 2- to 3-square-foot area. 
Next, use the scrubber tool to remove the dirt, then wipe 
dry with a clean towel. According to Brian Phillips, owner of 
Aero Products, the Belly Wash “is completely safe for use on 
fiberglass roofs and all sealants used on them when used 
as directed.” In fact, Phillips has no concerns for using it on 
any solid roof surface. The scrubber actually comes from 
the cosmetics industry, Phillips says, and is the exact texture 
used to scrub faces. “It is safe for all painted and nonpainted 
surfaces and is safe for all the film coatings applied to many 
motorhome fronts to prevent rock chipping,” he says. If one 
application doesn’t work, step up to the heavy-duty Belly 
Wash cleaner and scrub it again. After each scrubbing, wipe 
the area dry with a clean towel. Repeat this process until the 
entire roof is clean. A good set of kneepads is also a big help 
for when you plan on crawling around on the roof for this 
project. If you encounter areas that refuse to clean up, try a 
Mr. Clean Magic Eraser pad. 

If you choose the wet method, first wet down the entire 
motorhome, including the top and sides, to help dilute the 
cleaner and dirt that will get rinsed off the roof. Then spray 
a cleaner, such as Simple Green or Thetford Black Streak 
and Bug Remover, liberally on a small section of the roof. 
Scrub one section at a time with a medium poly-bristle 
cleaning brush mounted on an extension pole. Rinse each 
section completely, then repeat until the entire roof is clean. 
Since the roof is typically made from smooth fiberglass, be 
very careful while walking around because a wet, soapy roof 
can be very slippery. I l
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5 Clay bar is used by the pros to remove surface-paint contaminants.
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Sales Department: 800.860.5658ThorMotorCoach.com

Made to Fit Your Dreams

Introducing the all-new ARIA®, a Class A diesel motorhome, featuring luxurious 
interiors and a powerful 360-horsepower Cummins® engine. The Aria is a 

masterwork with amazing standard features and compelling full-body paint packages.

Thor Industries, Circle 139 on Reader Service Card
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Motorhome Washing
Washing a motorhome is not a difficult 
task, but it does take some time, 
and the correct products. There are 
several ways to wash a motorhome, 
including a waterless method, but for 
a thorough cleaning of a really dirty 
coach you need to get it wet. First, 
spray the coach completely with water. 
It’s best to wash the motorhome in 
the shade if possible, so plan for an 
early morning or later in the evening 
to prevent spotting. After wetting the 
surfaces, we use a hose-mounted 
foam gun that generates a lot of suds 
when used with a high-quality soap 
such as Optimum Car Wash. This high 
level of suds is critical to lubricate 
the surface and float the dirt off the 
paint while cleaning. Next, use a pole-
mounted microfiber mitt or a very 
soft brush such as a Montana boar’s-
bristle model. Carefully brush or swab 
a small area at a time, starting at 
the top and working your way down. 

Then rinse completely with water 
before moving to the next section. 
Since a motorhome is not flat it takes 
some work to clean obstructions 
such as awnings, slideout-awning 
covers and windows, so make sure 

you swab around all those areas to 
get them cleaned. In order to prevent 
water spots, use a product like the 
microfiber mop system from Aero 
Cosmetics to dry off the flat surfaces 
after the final rinse.

DETAILING A FULLY PAINTED MOTORHOME

Bug Removal
Bug removal on the front of the motorhome is another 
process that must be done regularly. One of my favorite 
products is Optimum’s Power Clean. To use this product for 
bug removal, dilute it 3:1 with water and then spray it on a 
cool surface in the shade. Allow it to soak in a bit and then 
scrub with a bug-cleaning pad like this one from Griot’s 
Garage, then completely rinse with water.

If you prefer a waterless method of bug removal, use 
Aero Cosmetics Wash Wax All and spray directly on the 
surface. Then scrub the surface with the Aero Cosmetics 
scrubber pad and wipe dry with a clean microfiber towel. 
This method is great when you are on the road or if you 
don’t have access to rinse water. 

Awnings and Slideout Covers 
Awnings and slideout covers get dirty, too, so they must be 
cleaned as part of the detailing process. For the fabric awnings 
I use Griot’s Garage Convertible Top Cleaner. It is specifi-
cally made for automotive tops and works great on acrylic/
Sunbrella awnings while remaining gentle on the paint. 
Awnings positioned closer to the ground can be done on a 
ladder, while others may need to be done from the roof. First, 
wet the awning, then spray on the cleaner. Next use a soft-
bristle brush or foam sponge to completely clean the awning 
or slide-topper, then rinse completely. Repeat this same 
process on all awnings and slideout toppers. If the fabric is 
heavily stained, follow the instructions on Sunbrella’s website 
or your owner’s manual for specific removal instructions.
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Built on the new Ford Transit chassis, the all-new Wonder is fi lled with smarter 

space solutions that combine superior design with innovative functionality. From the 

residential queen-size Murphy Bed to an abundance of interior and exterior storage, 

every inch is utilized to its maximum potential in the Wonder, allowing you the 

freedom to go wherever your “wonders” may lead you. Coming fall 2016.

Explore the new Wonder at leisurevans.com/wonder   

The All-New Wonder

Leisure Travel Vans, Circle 141 on Reader Service Card

61 TRIPLE E.indd   12/28/16   3:06 PM   - 61 -    (Cyan)61 TRIPLE E.indd   12/28/16   3:06 PM   - 61 -    (Magenta)61 TRIPLE E.indd   12/28/16   3:06 PM   - 61 -    (Yellow)61 TRIPLE E.indd   12/28/16   3:06 PM   - 61 -    (BlacK)



 PROFESSIONAL STEP
Paint Decontamination
After the fully painted motorhome is 
washed and dried, it’s time to turn 
your attention to paint preparation 
before polishing and sealing. This is 
one of the professional steps that is 
called clay-bar paint decontamina-
tion. Clay bar is a dense clay material 
that is slid across the paint using a 
barrier spray lubricant to protect the 
paint. The clay removes tiny particles 
of road tar, grit, acid-rain deposits, 
etc., that are stuck to the paint and 
not removed by normal washing. The 
result is a super smooth paint surface 
that feels as if it just rolled off the 
production line. It’s best to wear thin 
protective gloves to keep the clay 
from sticking to your hands.

First, spray the clay and the paint 
surface in small sections (2- to 3-foot 
squares) with a surface lubricant such 
as Griot’s Speed Shine. This lubricates 

the paint and allows the clay to glide 
freely. Then flatten the clay (it works 
best if you keep it warm in a plastic 
tub of hot water when not being used) 
to a 2- to 3-inch-diameter piece 
that looks like a small pancake and 
work it lightly across the wet section 
of paint several times. If you feel 
the clay grabbing on the paint, you 
need more lubricant. After you have 
completed one section, dry it with a 
microfiber towel. Before moving to 
the next section, fold the clay several 
times and create a new pancake to 
ensure you keep a fresh section of 
clay against the paint. Take care to 
never drop the clay on the ground and 
if it gets too dirty you may need more 
than one piece to complete an entire 
motorhome, especially if this is your 
first time doing this step. Complete 
the clay-bar paint decontamina-
tion of the entire motorhome before 
proceeding to the next step.

 PROFESSIONAL STEP
Polishing and Swirl Removal
Paint-defect and swirl removal is one 
of those steps that really separates 
the pros. No, it is not easy, and yes, it 
takes a lot of time, but if you want the 
shine and swirl-free finish of a show 
car it’s a necessary step. For swirl 
removal and polishing out paint defects 
there are two options. One is to use 
an all-in-one product. This means the 
product has polishing abrasives and 
a wax or polymer sealant built into 
one, such as Griot’s One-Step Sealant. 
These all-in-one products offer good 
polishing and good paint protection, 
but to achieve true professional results 
the polishing needs to be separated 
from the sealing, and performed as 
individual operations.

I use an electric buffer from 
Griot’s and a white (polishing) foam 
pad (use an orange light cutting pad if 
you have more severe defects), along 
with Griot’s Complete Compound 
(use Griot’s Complete Polish if you 
only have mild defects) to remove 
all swirls and to polish the paint to 
perfection. There are different polishes 
with different levels of “cut,” and the 
density of the foam buffer pad is also 
important, so make sure to match the 
polish and buffing pad to the severity of 
the paint defects or else you can create 
more scratches than you remove. If 
you are not familiar with the buffing 
process, speak to a professional or 
view some of the many tutorials online. 

After buffing each section of the 
paint, remove the residue with a high-
quality microfiber towel. Repeat this 
process until the entire motorhome is 
buffed and free of defects. This could 
take between four and eight hours, 
depending on the condition of the 

DETAILING A FULLY PAINTED MOTORHOME
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exterior. Make sure to buy microfiber 
towels made specifically for automotive 
detailing. For wax or polish removal, I 
prefer a soft, medium to medium-plush 
pile, lint-free towel; 360-500 grams per 

square meter (gsm); with a 75/25 or 
70/30 blend. Most detail supply stores 
carry these, but one of my favorite 
suppliers is www.chemicalguys.com 
due to its great selection. 

DETAILING A FULLY PAINTED MOTORHOME

Tires and Wheels
Now that the paint is cleaned and 
sealed, the next step is detailing the 
tires and wheels. The tires will need 
to be cleaned with a product made 
just for tires and then protected 
with a UV-rated protectant spray. 
Some tire companies recommend 
that tires are cleaned with only 
soap and water, so check with the 
manufacturer before proceeding. 
The wheels also need to be cleaned 

 PROFESSIONAL STEP 
Paint Sealing
After the paint is clayed and polished, it needs to be sealed to protect it from the 
elements. As with the other steps above, there are many options and products to 
seal the paint. The traditional method is to hand- or machine-apply a synthetic 
sealant to the paint and remove it by hand with a quality microfiber towel. For 
many people this is the only step used. For longer-lasting results I recommend 
using a synthetic polymer sealant. Some of my favorite and easiest to use 
polymer paint sealants (with no polishing abrasives) are Rejex Paint Sealant and 
Wolfgang Deep Gloss Paint Sealant. If you skipped the separate polishing and 
defect-removal step and want to use a traditional paint sealant, you will need to 
use one that also contains paint-cleaning abilities such as Duragloss Total Per-
formance Polish #105 or Griot’s One-Step Sealant. Most of these products will 
provide good coverage for four to eight months, depending on the environment.

The easiest way to apply a paint sealant to a large vehicle such as a 
motorhome is by using a power buffer and a blue or red foam pad made specifi-
cally for applying sealants. Place a small amount of the sealant on the pad and 
spread it out over each area, then let the polish completely cure before removing 
it. This sealant is so forgiving you can apply it to the whole side of the motorhome 
(in the shade) before removing it with a new, high-quality microfiber towel. In this 
step you are not polishing the paint, so do not apply pressure; simply allow the 
buffer to evenly spread the product to a thin, almost invisible layer on the paint. 
After curing, the sealant wipes off very easily and leaves a great, long-lasting 
shine. Each product may have different application and removal directions, so 
read the label of the polish and wax you plan on using and follow those directions. 

and polished. Since motorhome 
tires usually age out before they 
wear out due to tread wear, it is very 
important to use products made 
just for tires. I use Griot’s Rubber 
Cleaner and a brush or stiff sponge 
to wash away road grime and dirt. 
For the wheels, I use Griot’s Wheel 
Cleaner and a foam or microfiber 
sponge. After the wheels are clean, 
they need to be polished to a high 
gloss (assuming they are uncoated 
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Large entertainment area in rear folds into queen bed.

 | avionvans.com
Sold Factory Direct by The RV Factory | (844) 284-6678
2503 Marina Dr, Elkhart IN 46514 | Daily Tours

Sales@thervfactory.com
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aluminum wheels). Make sure the 
wheels are not coated aluminum 
before completing this step, or else 
you can damage the surface coating 
applied to some types of aluminum 
wheels. My favorite wheel polish 
is Zephyr Pro 40. When combined 
with the Mothers PowerBall foam 
polisher attached to a cordless drill 
and a roll or two of paper towels, 
you can easily produce a great-
looking shine in about 20-30 minutes 
per wheel. All paper towels are not 
the same, so use Viva brand for best 
results.

After the wheels are cleaned and 
polished, it’s time to apply a rubber 
dressing on the tires to protect them 
from UV rays. A longtime favorite 
of RV owners is 303 Aerospace 
Protectant. Since its ingredients 
don’t include anything harmful 
to rubber, it won’t accelerate tire 
wear or degradation like some tire 
dressings that contain petroleum 
distillates and/or silicone can do.

 PROFESSIONAL STEP
Glass Cleaner and Sealing
If your motorhome’s windshield glass 
is not clean, it makes driving harder 
and more annoying as you try to peer 
through smudges, streaks and bug 
splatter. For these reasons, detailing 
glass properly is just as important as 
detailing the rest of the motorhome. 
There are many good glass cleaners 

on the market, but two of my favorites 
are Stoner Invisible Glass (aerosol 
version) and 3M Glass Cleaner. First, 
clean the glass completely inside 
and out using Viva paper towels, old 
newspaper pages or a new microfiber 
towel. If there are hard-water deposits 
or etching on the glass, you may have 
to attack it with a buffer or by hand 
polishing with a product like Meguiar’s 

209J -2017 RVBG - MH03
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Travel Ready
Sea Eagle® TC16 Travel Canoe™

Go from your m  o  t orhome, car trunk, or 
truck bed to the water in minutes. The 16’ 
inflatable Travel Canoe packs small to fit 

in small spaces, but is one solid canoe. 
Three high pressure chambers provide 

superior buoyancy, solid rigidity and high 
performance. Perfect for fishing, 

camping, running rapids (Class IV) or just 
touring ponds, lakes, rivers and bays.

For more info or a Free catalog

800-748-8066 M-F, 9-5 EST

19 N. Columbia St, Dept MH037B
Port Jeff erson, NY 11777

• 16’ x 38” fully infl ated  
• Holds 2-3 people or 915 lbs
• Weighs only 70 lbs. 
• Infl ates to 10 psi   
• Folds down to 40” x 24” x 16”
• Handles up to Class IV rapids /SeaEagleBoats /SeaEagleBoats

303 Aerospace (a Gold Eagle product) 
800-367-3245, www.goldeagle.com

3M Auto Care 
877-666-2277, www.3mauto.com

Aero Cosmetics 
800-927-4929, www.washwax.com

Duragloss 
336-229-6480, www.duragloss.com

Griot’s Garage 
800-345-5789, www.griotsgarage.com

Meguiar’s 
800-347-5700, www.meguiars.com

Optimum Car Care 
901-363-4955, www.optimumcarcare.com

Rain-X 
855-888-1990, www.rainx.com

RejeX 
877-577-5803, www.rejex.com

Stoner 
800-227-5538, www.stonercarcare.com

Thetford 
800-543-1219, www.thetford.com

Wolfgang Car Care 
800-547-8109, www.wolfgangcarcare.com

Sources

DETAILING A FULLY PAINTED MOTORHOME

Water Spot Remover.
After the glass is squeaky clean 

you should then use a water-repellent 
spray to make driving in rain a lot 
easier. The application of a water-
repellent spray will make the water 
bead up and roll off the windshield, 
greatly increasing visibility. Rain-X 
has been a favorite of mine for many 
years but it can be tricky to apply 
and remove without streaking. If you 
struggle with streaks, I have found that 
using Optimum’s Opti-Seal sealant 
is not only easier, but it lasts longer 
as well. Simply spray it on a foam 
pad sparingly, wipe it on the surface 

evenly then buff any residue off with a 
microfiber towel. This product flashes 
off the surface almost instantly so 
there is very little residue to wipe off if 
applied properly. It also really helps to 
use it on the driver’s side window and 
the rearview mirrors. 

Once you’ve completed all the steps, 
take some time to appreciate how great 
your motorhome looks. Not only does 
detailing help retain that showroom 
shine, but keeping the motorhome 
clean can help increase the longevity of 
many of the components, and will only 
add value should you decide to trade in 
for a newer model. 
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Plateau TS

Ascent

Lexor TS

Plateau FL

Plateau XLMBPlateau XLTD

Pleasure-Way
Superior quality. Excellent customer service!

Pleasure Way , Circle 126 on Reader Service Card
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SWEET SAVINGS YOU’LL LOVE!

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com   To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH Product Protection Plan available° Flat shipping fee applies

P R I C E S  G O O D  T H R O U G H  2 / 2 6 / 1 7

Heavy-duty RV Wash & 
Wax, Gallon #19909 
Premium wash leaves a 
showroom shine. 
Reg. $29.99

Thetford® Titan™ 
Premium RV Sewer Kit #90116 
Premium-quality—made of ultra-durable TPE (Thermal Plastic Elastomer) for 
maximum puncture and abrasion resistance plus excellent performance in extreme 
temperatures. Includes 15' hose, Revolve™ 5-in-1 Sewer Adapter with handle and two 
end caps. | Reg. $47.99

NEW!

BEST SELLER! Aqua-Kem Deodorant, 
Six 8 oz. Bottles #4160 
Works around the clock in all weather 
conditions. 100% biodegradable liquid. 
8 oz./40 gal. tank. | Reg. $14.99

CLUB SALE

$997
CLUB SALE

$1997

CLUB SALE

$3597

BBQTek™ Gas Grill #72908 
Hood features a built-in thermometer. Lid latches 
securely to base and legs fold under for storage. 141⁄2"H x 
251⁄8"W x 16"D. Club SALE $39.67 Reg. $75.99 | ° | 

Easy-grip 
plastic 
handle

12,000 BTU

234 sq. in. porcelain 
wire cooking surface

Propane 
powered

H   T
DEAL!

CLUB MEMBERS

Save 45%

CLUB MEMBERS

Save 30%

71⁄2"L x 5"W x 41⁄4"H

Wheel Chock #26247/#56863 
Club SALE $2.77 Reg. $6.49

CLUB MEMBERS

Save 55%
26" x 18" tabletop

Granite
White

Clay

Personal Table   
Black #90102    Clay #74982     
Granite White #48945 
Adjusts to 24", 26" or 28"H.   
Reg. $25.59 | °

CLUB SALE
$1997

Black

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Removable 
Cover

Vent Cushion #26552 
Keep heat and light 
out. Fits all 14" x 14" 
vents. 3" thick foam. 
Reg. $10.49 ea.

CLUB SALE

2 for  

$10

CLUB SALE

2 for$18
Bio-Pak® Toss-ins, Enzyme  
Formula, 10-Pack
Tropical Breeze #82136       
Alpine Fresh #27871 
Reg. $13.99 ea.   

CLUB SALE

2 for  

$70
Zig Zag Rocker #69305 
• Extra-wide padded seat with no bar    
   to pinch or bind legs  
• Weather-resistant polyester fabric 
• Locking mechanism keeps seat firm  
Reg. $71.99 ea. | ° | 

250 lb. capacity

23"W23"W

CLUB SALE

2 for$15
Camping Theme Throw,  
50" x 60" #91545 | Reg. $14.99 ea.

Camco Evo Premium Water Filter #56670
For exterior use to filter all water coming 
into your RV. 3.5 gpm flow rate.  
Reg. $71.99 

CLUB SALE

$4997

CLUB  
MEMBERS

Save     

 
  30%

CLUB  
MEMBERS

Save     

 
  25%

Lights up in white, purple, red, 
green, cyan and blue

CLUB  
MEMBERS

Save     

 
  $25

LED Light Strip, 16' #95771 
Permanently installs on RV sidewall under 
awning. Multiple program features allow fade 
or step between colors. | Reg. $112.99

CLUB SALE

$8497

CLUB MEMBERS

Unit image is for illustration purposes only. Actual Prize may vary. 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. For full Official Rules, by which this sweepstakes is governed, go to www.CampingWorld.com/Adventure. Must be 18 or 
older and a legal resident of the U.S. or Canada. Promotion begins 12/09/2016 at 12:00 a.m. CST and ends 5/07/2017 10:59 p.m. CST. Sponsored by CWGS Group, LLC, Lincolnshire, IL.

NOW THROUGH MAY 7, 2017— ENTER TO WIN A

2017 COLEMAN® TRAVEL TRAILER
Enter at SuperCenters or online at CampingWorld.com/Adventure

Adventure
O F F  T O

AdventureAdventureAdventure
ENTER TO WIN A

$25,000
VALUE!

 5O% OFF
BUY TWO & SAVE UP TO

NEW!
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SWEET SAVINGS YOU’LL LOVE!

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com   To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH Product Protection Plan available° Flat shipping fee applies
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PLANS STARTING AT

$6999*

WHAT DOES TRAVELASSIST COVER?  

WHY TRAVELASSIST?

We’ve got you covered 
where insurance leaves o�.

CALL 1-888-861-8305 or visit GoodSamTravelAssist.com
*Introductory o�er for Good Sam Members who are first-time buyers only. O�er expires February 28, 2017. ©2017 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are 

registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GTA51897 - 1116

Emergency Medical Transportation

RV/Vehicle Returned to Your Home 

Transportation Home 

Prescription & Glasses Replacement Assistance  

Return of Deceased Remains 

Pet Care & Return Assistance

Protects your family 24/7
in the event of accident or 

illness while traveling.

Covers costs most
medical insurance/Medicare

DOES NOT cover.  

Annual Membership costs
hundreds less than competitors

like MedJet or SkyMed

$ $
Worldwide Coverage for any 

type of travel. Includes cruises, 
air travel, and road trips!

NO HEALTH SCREENS REQUIRED! NO AGE LIMITS!
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By Kristopher Bunker/The RVBusiness Staff
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Each year, the Recreation Vehicle Industry Association (RVIA) 
hosts a national trade show to showcase the latest offerings from RV 
manufacturers. The event — held at the Kentucky Exposition Center 
in Louisville — may not be open to the public, but is a great opportu-

nity for industry insiders to catch a glimpse of what’s hot for the upcoming 
model year. Manufacturer representatives are on hand to answer questions 
and discuss exciting new fl oorplans and features, while dealers, media 
representatives and others race up and down the aisles like kids in a candy 
store, kicking tires, opening cabinets and fl ipping switches.

This past December’s show revealed a number of growing trends in 
the motorhome segment, most notably a surge in popularity for Class B 
motorhomes due to their ease of driving and appeal to those entering the 
RV market (or looking to downsize). As you’ll read in the following pages, 
this segment has come a long way from years past, resulting in attractive, 
feature-rich models that offer a surprising amount of residential amenities 
in a sleek, fuel-effi cient package.

That’s not to say that Class A’s and Class C’s went unchanged. Dozens of new 
models and fl oorplans with a focus on improved ride and handling, storage and 
livability were on display, and are likely on the road already as you read this.

Though there were also some other exciting new vehicles that had 
previously been introduced at various shows across the country, the 
following is a representative view of what’s trending in the year ahead. 

Coachmen Crossfi t
One Class B motorhome generating 
quite a bit of foot traffi c was 
Coachmen’s new Crossfi t. The 
motorhome, built on the Ford Transit 
chassis with a 10,360-pound gross 
vehicle weight rating (GVWR), has 
been designed to complement the 
company’s popular Galleria that’s 
built on the Sprinter chassis. The 
big news? The Crossfi t comes in 
at an MSRP below $100,000 (albeit 
just a hair, at $99,995). That’s quite 

Live from Louisville
The industry’s annual trade show reveals the latest and greatest of all things RV

Built on the Ford Transit chassis, the well-appointed Coachmen 
Crossfi t Class B (right) has an MSRP below $100,000.
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Live from Louisville

an accomplishment. “To have an MSRP there, with this type of quality, that’s a 
great place to be,” said Mark Steele, general manager of Coachmen’s Class B 
division. “The Transit drives really nice, so you get a great platform at a really 
nice price point.” But that’s not the only thing that has the Crossfi t turning 
heads. “For starters, it looks great,” said Steele. “The cabinetry is solid maple, 
same as we use in the Galleria. There are some differences apart from the 
chassis, though. We’re using blue LED mood lighting for the cabinets, and we 
use a multiplex lighting system for our wiring,” a decision, Steele says, that 
“gives owners the ability to control things like the lights and awnings from 
inside the coach or around the campfi re.” Standards on the 22D — the only 
fl oorplan available as of press time — include a two-burner LP-gas cooktop 
and a 19-inch LED TV. A wet bath — plus 30-gallon/15-gallon/18-gallon 
fresh/gray/black tanks, an up to 200-watt solar system and a standard gas 
AC generator — make the Crossfi t a solid choice for a couple or small family.

Dynamax Isata 5
Dynamax has always been 
well-known for its durable construc-
tion, and especially its fl ashy exterior 
designs. The Isata 5 on display at 
the show was no exception. “All of 
our exteriors are designed by Dean 
Loucks, a local artist who does a lot 
of power boats and race cars,” said 
Joe Eash, West Coast sales repre-
sentative for Dynamax. “We also do 
all our own painting in-house, and 
we’re one of the few — if not the 
only — Class C manufacturers who 
do so,” he said. The 2017 model year 
represents the fi rst time the Isata 5 
is based on the RAM 5500 chassis. 
What’s not new is that “it’s got a 
Cummins, which all of our Super C’s 
have, so it’s an easy transition,” said 
Eash. “The big news on the Isata 5 is 

that it’s offered in four-wheel drive,” 
said Eash, making Dynamax “the 
only company in the business that 
offers 4x4 in this segment,” he said. 
The Isata 5 is available in two 36-foot 
fl oorplans, and features a GVWR 
of 19,500 pounds. Both units come 
pretty well-loaded from the factory, 
with a handful of options — including 
the $6,600 factory four-wheel-drive 
choice — available; custom con-
fi gurations are also possible. MSRP 
starts at approximately $180,000.

Forest River Berkshire 
Legacy 340BH
While Forest River has offered the 
Berkshire Legacy for several years, 
the Elkhart, Indiana-based builder 
completely revamped it for the 2017 
model year. According to Forest River 
Diesel Division GM Dave Carpenter, 
it’s a ground-up redesign — starting 
with the use of 22.5-inch polished-
aluminum wheels rather than the 
typical stainless-steel wheel inserts. 
Other exterior upgrades include 
new front and rear caps, a slide-out 
AC-generator tray and side-hinged 
bus-style compartment doors.

“We’ve added a lot of features that 
we think bring a signifi cant advantage 
to the consumer,” Carpenter noted, 
including a Truma continuous-fl ow 
water heater, full multiplex lighting 
system with a touch screen, Samsung 
TVs, 15,000-Btu A/C units (the front 
unit includes a heat pump) and full 
fi berglass showers.

Available in three fl oorplans — the 
340BH bunkhouse model, the bath-
and-a-half 360RB and a two-bath 
bunk model, the 38C — the Legacy 
is built on a Freightliner chassis with 
a 340-hp engine and a 27,910-pound 
GVWR. MSRP for the 340BH starts at 
$240,453.
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* Important Terms and Conditions: All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. 

Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment up-
grades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualifi ed former customers. Offers 
subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

Hurry, offer expires February 26, 2017. Call Camping World at 1.888.875.1540 to activate your DISH programming!

Enjoy DISH® Pay-As-You-Go Programming 
with the Wally Receiver!

Wally™ DISH® HD Satellite Receiver #87758 Club SALE $99.97 Reg. $129

NEW USER-FRIENDLY FEATURES!

Enjoy DISH® Pay-As-You-Go Programming 

Small footprint is perfect 
for RV living!

Great TV on the Road—
    Whenever & Wherever 
              You Want!

•  NEW! Use the radio frequency 
remote inside and outside the RV 
up to 200 ft. away

•  NEW! Locate your missing remote 
with the Remote Finder

•  NEW! Improved search helps you 
find programs fast!

•  Additional Wally™ accessories 
available including: Bluetooth 
adapter and headphones, Wi-Fi 
adapter and additional remotes

•  Works with DISH® Pay-As-You-Go 
programming

With DISH® Pay-As-You-Go programming*:

•  Compatible with all DISH-specifi c antennas 
and most mobile satellite antennas

•  Pay only for the months you use
•  Only DISH lets you watch your favorite 

shows in HD
•  No charge to start or stop monthly service
•  Programming for as little as $34.99 

per month!

DISH Network, Circle 147 on Reader Service Card
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Gulf Stream BT Cruiser 5245
When Gulf Stream initially introduced 
its BT Cruiser brand in the fall of 2015, 
it found a ready audience — but as 
Bob FitzSimmons, general manager of 
Gulf Stream’s motorized division rec-
ollected, he soon wanted to add a few 
specifi c fl oorplans.

“When I came over to the 
motorized side, one of the fi rst 
things I said I needed was a couple 
of smaller BT Cruisers that had 
beds in them,” said FitzSimmons. 
“Some of our smaller units relied on 
jackknife sofas for sleeping; I thought 
there were more people out there in 
today’s market that were looking for a 
smaller unit but wanted a bed in it.”

What Gulf Stream’s designers 
came up with was the 5245, an open 
fl oorplan incorporating a full-wall 
streetside slideout that’s home to a 
rear queen-size bed, wardrobe and 
dinette — in a unit that measures just 
26 feet bumper to bumper. Directly 
across from the bed is a full bath, 
with the galley taking up the rest of 
the unit curbside; additional storage 
and a 32-inch TV are set into the 
cabover portion of the B-plus-style 
motorhome. Built on a Ford F-350 
chassis — it also can be ordered with 
F-450 underpinnings — the 5245 
offers buyers a 12,500-pound GVWR; 
MSRPs are in the low $80,000s. The 
5245 joins fi ve other fl oorplans in the 
BT Cruiser lineup, which stretch from 
22 to 32 feet in length.

Hymer Sonne and Aktiv 2.0
Joining the Aktiv (see “Getting 
Aktiv” test in the January issue), 
Kitchener, Ontario-based Erwin 
Hymer Group North America 
(EHGNA) has added two new 
units to its lineup of Class B 
motorhomes built on the RAM 
ProMaster chassis. The Aktiv 
2.0 — a longer version of the 
Aktiv — and the Sonne (pictured) made their 
debuts at the show and serve as the high and low ends of the now 
three-unit Hymer Class B lineup. 

Built on the ProMaster 1500 short van and paired with the 3.6-liter V-6 
engine, the Sonne comes in at a base MSRP just shy of $90,000. 

Mike Snell, EHGNA’s vice president of sales and service for both motorized 
and towables, said the Sonne is “A couple’s coach or one-person coach.” 

“It’s very versatile,” he continued. “It has a separate shower that can 
be converted down into a storage cabinet for household goods or even as 
a place for your dog if you want. The doors open up to create a massive yet 
private bathroom. It packs a lot of storage and functionality into a small 
space.”

With a similar layout to the Aktiv, the Aktiv 2.0 ($98,534 MSRP) is on the 
longer chassis and therefore adds a precious couple more feet of interior 
space, which Snell said was put to good use.

“You can get it with the old-style bed that we had with the fi rst Aktiv, 
which had tons of storage when the bed was folded up, but now you can 
sleep north-south as opposed to east-west. We also are offering an optional 
electric sofa in the back,” Snell explained, adding that EHGNA will debut 
another unit sometime in the late summer with the same fl oorplan as the 
Aktiv, but on a Mercedes-Benz Sprinter chassis.

Live from Louisville

Hymer Sonne and Aktiv 2.0

Aktiv” test in the January issue), 
Kitchener, Ontario-based Erwin 

Aktiv — and the Sonne (pictured) made their 
debuts at the show and serve as the high and low ends of the now 

Leisure Travel Vans Wonder
Long known for its high-end 
compact motorhomes built on the 
Sprinter chassis from Mercedes-
Benz, Leisure Travel Vans/Triple 
E turned to the Ford Transit for its 
introduction of the Wonder, a unit 
coming in at 24 feet 9 inches long 
and 7 feet 10 inches wide. Sales 
Manager Dean Corrigal, pointing 
out the Wonder’s $110,000 MSRP 
is roughly $25,000 less than the 
rest of the Leisure lineup, said the 
company simply wanted to add a 
second chassis option for buyers. 
“They love our stuff, but not 
everybody was a Mercedes-Benz 
fan. We’ve done business with Ford 
for 50 years with our Regency line 
on the E-450 chassis, so it’s fun to 
be back with Ford again,” he said, 
adding the Wonder is on the 5-liter 

diesel Ford Transit chassis with a 
six-speed transmission.

“It has two really cool features: 
a full residential 60-by-80-inch 
queen-size Murphy bed, and it has 
the residential rear bathroom with a 
stand-up shower, toilet and sink — all 
separate. We’ve done a modern look 
to it so everything is hidden, all of the 
appliances,” said Corrigal.
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Fits Your Lifestyle
on the Road
Sleep Number® r5 Bed

The perfect balance of softness and pressure relief. Zoned comfort layer provides contouring 
support for restful, restorative sleep. Designed for your RV.

•  Advanced DualAir™ technology and a wireless 

remote let you adjust firmness on each side to your 

ideal Sleep Number® setting

• Several sizes for your RV

• Energy-efficient 110-volt operation 

• Breathable knit fabric helps you sleep comfortably

• Lighter on the road to limit weight

Picture may represent features and options available at additional cost. SLEEP NUMBER, SELECT COMFORT and the Double Arrow Design are registered trademarks and IT is a trade-
mark of Select Comfort Corporation. ©2017 Select Comfort Corporation. CW005907

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com/sleepnumber  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

My Sleep Number®

Setting Button

Side Button

Up/Firmer

Down/Softer

Menu/Select

Sleep Number® 
Remote Features
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Newmar King Aire
While admittedly it’s diffi cult to argue 
that a coach starting at an MSRP of 
$887,250 ought to have all the bells 
and whistles, the 2017 King Aire by 
Newmar incorporates everything 
an outdoor enthusiast could want 
— and then some — along with the 
near fl awless execution of a highly 
engineered redesign.

On the outside, Newmar’s 
top-of-the-line King Aire features 
redesigned front and rear caps with 
full LED head- and taillights, a cut-
and-buff full-paint fi nish and one of 
the tallest basements in the Class A 
segment. 

Powered by a 600-hp Cummins 
ISX diesel engine, the coach is built 
on a Spartan K3 tag-axle chassis 
with independent front suspension 
and a hydraulic leveling system from 
HWH Corp., which also supplied an 
all-new motorized front-entry step. 
The chassis receives further backing 
from Newmar’s STAR Foundation 
proprietary steel superstructure.

Again, numerous updates on the 
inside are what one should expect 
from a luxury coach — including 
a 50-by-34-inch fully tiled shower 
with massage sprays and foot 
wash — but Newmar is especially 
excited about the coach’s new 

Live from Louisville

Thor Motorcoach Miramar 35.3
Thor’s 35.3 model is the latest 
addition to the gasoline-powered 
Class A Miramar line, adding a sixth 
fl oorplan on the Ford F-53 chassis.

“The big thing about the 35.3 
is you get the ‘L’ sofa, something 
you would expect to fi nd in a diesel 
product. We’re bringing that over into 
our higher-end gas models,” said Wes 
Bogan, marketing manager for Thor 
Motor Coach. “It gives you that feel of a 
separate living area — you’re not stuck 
with that feeling of ‘it’s a kitchen, but 
it’s the living room.’ This really feels 
like a living room. That’s the big bonus. 
The fi replace adds to the ambiance, 
plus you get the drop-down overhead 
bunk for added sleeping area.” The 

designers also took the sofa position 
into account, angling the 40-inch 
television to improve visibility from any 
place on the sofa.

The Miramar is 36 feet 10 inches 
long and has a GVWR of 22,000 
pounds. It has a base MSRP of 
$160,350.

dashboard and digital instrument 
panel. Developed in conjunction with 
Astheimer Ltd., a German design 
fi rm that includes Ferrari among its 
clients, the dashboard features a 
confi gurable “Digital Dash” display 
monitor, two 12.1-inch touch screens 
that can provide 360 degrees of 
outward visibility and a wireless 
nonslip charging pad. There’s also 
Newmar’s Comfort Drive with 
Passive Steer technology. A cus-
tom-tuned, 11-speaker JBL audio 

system, contrasted cross-stitching 
and exclusive fabrics from the Ralph 
Lauren Home Collection complete 
the cockpit.
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RVibrake by Danko Mfg., Circle 109 on Reader Service Card
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Live from Louisville

Thor Motorcoach Quantum KM24
With the new KM24 floorplan, Thor has expanded its 
popular Quantum Class C motorhome line to include 
the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter chassis. The KM24 is one 
of seven Quantum floorplans for 2017, but is the first 
diesel option in the line that, until now, had been built 
only on the Ford E-450 chassis or on the optional Chevy 
chassis with gasoline engines. The BlueTEC 3.0-liter 
V-6 turbodiesel engine puts out 188 hp and 235 lb-ft of 
torque, and it easily moves a motorhome that is one of 
the shortest offerings in the Quantum line (measuring 
24 feet 8 inches). It’s also the lightest, with a GVWR of 
11,030 pounds.

The Quantum KM24 offers a full-wall triple-track 
slide, queen-size bed, Dream Dinette sleeping area 
and a bunk over the cab, taking advantage of a built-in 
skylight.

“In the Quantum you get higher-class cabinetry 
than is typical in Class C or Class B motorhomes. You 
also have a rear bath with a nice full-size shower. 
Typically in a small coach you’re cramped for space, so 
that’s a nice feature,” said Bogan. 

The 2017 KM24 features an MSRP starting at 
$114,000, and is available with several interior décor 
options, two cabinetry options and two exterior 
“HD-MAX” graphics options.
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Good Sam Extended Service Plans feature:
• We pay for your repairs – at any repair facility

• 2000+ Good Sam Preferred Providers

• Rates are locked in from 3-7 years on new policies

• Flexible payment options

• The backing of Good Sam –100% satisfaction guarantee

Our Proof is in the numbers.

Coverage in  
all 50 STATES 
and Canada

1 out of 5 Travel Trailer/5th 
Wheels will have a claim paid 
in the 1st year of enrollment

20%
More than 1 out of 3 Motor-
homes will have a claim paid  
in the 1st year of enrollment

36%
of Good Sam ESP Members 

say they’d recommend  
Extended Service Plan

90%

Available to 

                    & 

                     RV’s. 
Renewable up to 
18 model years or 
150,000 miles

NEW!

USED!

NEW!

USED!

Backed by an 
A+ rated insurer

A+

Member 
only repair  

network  
of more  

than 2000+  
Preferred  
Providers

 $100+ MILLION  
paid out in claims  

to Good Sam  
customers

GoodSamESP.com/MH0317 866-791-0498
PROTECT YOURSELF FROM HIGH REPAIR BILLS TODAY

CALL OR CLICK FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

* All program benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Terms & Conditions. ESP is available to U.S. residents only. Designed for the Good Sam Club by Affinity Brokerage, 
LLC. ©2016 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s 
trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. ADMH04980317RED  GSP51852 - 1116
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MUSIC LIKE HOME 
        WHEREVER YOU ROAM

Get social with us 
#MYKINGPRODUCT

RV Bluetooth Speaker & Awning Light

Premium Outdoor Speaker Light

Replace your existing exterior light with this high quality, 
weatherproof bluetooth speaker for your RV. Stream all your 
favorite music directly to your campsite or tailgating location. 

RVMedia® is a registered trademark of Camec Pty Ltd. Bluetooth® is a registered trademark of Bluetooth SIG, inc. 

kingconnect.com

• Easily replace existing light 
• Bluetooth music streaming
• Hard wired to RV
• Weatherproof design
• Bright LED lights 
• Wireless multi-color light control with bug light mode (Free app download)

• Music equalizer & premium bass
Models: RVM2000 (White)/RVM2001 (Black)

Winnebago Era 70M
Joining the rear sofa bed 70X and the versatile 70A with the Flex Bed System 
in the Winnebago Era lineup, the 70M made an impressive debut at Louisville. 
The Class B, with an MSRP of $138,000, rides on the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 
chassis with a “Murphy+ Bed” slideout. The 24-foot-3-inch-long unit features 
44-gallon freshwater, 22-gallon black and 25-gallon gray tank capacities 
— a sharp increase over the 70A and 70X capacities. While the rear bath is 
refreshingly spacious and the midlevel galley along one wall and European-
style cabinetry and refrigerator along the other are well-appointed, the key 
feature of the 70M is its 52-by-75-inch motorized Murphy+ Bed. When not 
in use, the bed is tucked away in a slideout in favor of a sofa and removable 
pedestal table. At night, the table is stowed away, the sofa folds into itself 
and, with a touch of a button, the bed lowers for a comfortable night’s sleep.

Winnebago Vista 27PE
Sitting on Ford’s F-53 chassis and powered by its Triton V-10 engine, the 
Vista line of Class A motorhomes by Winnebago saw the addition of two new 
floorplans, the 32YE and 27PE, at the show. While the 32-foot-11-inch-long 
32YE features a king-bed slide in the rear and a dinette/sofa bed slide in 
the living area, the 27PE’s two streetside slideouts nearly run the length of 
the 28-foot-8-inch-long unit. The rear slide houses a king bed opposite a 
bathroom, while the midway slideout holds a galley as well as a 42-by-73-inch 
dinette, which can transform into a bed. Opposite the midslide is the entry 
door, flanked by a refrigerator, sofa bed and overhead cabinets. Vista MSRPs 
start at $97,525, and the chassis has an 18,000-pound GVWR. 

Live from Louisville
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LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “comp at” price means that the same 
item or a similar functioning item was advertised for sale at or 
above the "comp at" price by another retailer in the U.S. within the 
past 180 days. Prices advertised by others may vary by location. 
No other meaning of "comp at" should be implied. For more 
information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

700+ Stores Nationwide HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567• •

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our 
stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be used with other 
discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, Extended 
Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, fl oor jacks, saw 
mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Bauer, CoverPro, Daytona, 
Earthquake, Hercules, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, StormCat, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan. Not valid 
on prior purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/14/17. 

20%
OFFANY 

SINGLE 
ITEM

SUPER COUPON

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER SET 
ITEM 62728/62583/61313

47770/62570 shown

SUPER COUPON

 26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 
ITEM 95659 shown
61634/61952
• 580 lb. capacity Customer Rating

SAVE 
73%

10" PNEUMATIC TIRE

Not for 
highway use.

ITEM 69385/62388/62409
62698/30900 shown

Customer Rating

 $1999 $1999 
comp at $49

SAVE 
65%

$1699
SUPER COUPON

 $599 $599 comp at 
$14 .99 

$399
SUPER COUPON

 $5799 $5799 

SAVE 
23%

comp at $59.99comp atcomp at$4599
SUPER COUPON

comp at 
$39.99

SAVE 
50%

$1999
SUPER COUPON

 $14999 14999 

 $2999 2999 
 $499 $4$ 99 

SAVE 
$269

comp at $369.32

$
comp atcomp at

$9999
SUPER COUPON

comp at 
$8.48$$$$299

SUPER COUPON SAVE 
64%

$14999
SUPER COUPON

$9999
SUPER COUPON

$699
SUPER COUPON

comp at 
$10.99

 $999 $999 

 $499 $44$ 99 

SAVE 
77%

comp at 
$17 .99 $$$399

YOUR CHOICE

 $9999 $9999 comp at 
$169 .99 

$9999 

$8999
SUPER COUPON

VALUE
 $797 Customer Rating

comp at 
$999

SAVE 
$469

$52999
SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

8750 PEAK/7000 RUNNING WATTS
13 HP (420 CC)  GAS GENERATORS  

• 76 dB 
Noise 
Level

ITEM 68525/69677/63087/63088
 CALIFORNIA ONLY 

ITEM  68530/ 63086/69671/63085 shown

Wheel kit 
and battery 

sold separately.

 $59999 $59959999 

SUPER
   QUIET

SAVE 
$169

 $17999 $17999 
comp at $269

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating  1 TON CAPACITY 
FOLDABLE SHOP CRANE 

ITEM 69445/61858
69512 shown

• Includes Ram, 
Hook and Chain

 $17999 17999 

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON, 125 PSI 
VERTICAL AIR COMPRESSOR 
ITEM  69091/ 61454
61693/62803
67847 shown

comp at $446.61

SAVE 
$296

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPONSUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
ITEM 69249/69115/69137

69129/69121/877 shown

Customer Rating

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 6/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

 $7999 $7999 comp at 
$129.99

$$599
9

SUPER COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK 

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 
Most Vehicles

• Weighs 34 lbs.

 ITEM  69252/68053/62160

62496/62516/60569 shown
Customer Rating

SAVE 
$70

$13499
SUPER COUPON

comp at $339

ITEM  69684 shown
 61969/61970

12" SLIDING COMPOUND DOUBLE-BEVEL 
MITER SAW WITH

LASER GUIDECustomer Rating

 $19999 19999 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 99 
$1

99 
$1

SAVE 
$204

 18 VOLT CORDLESS 
3/8" DRILL/DRIVER WITH 

KEYLESS CHUCK 
ITEM   69651/62868
62873/68239 shown

Includes one 18V NiCd 
battery and charger.

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$80

 3-POINT QUICK HITCH  
ITEM  97214 
• 2000 lb. capacity 
• 27-3/16" Clearance

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER COUPON

 12 VOLT, 250 PSI
PORTABLE INFLATOR 

ITEM 61740/ 63109
63152/4077  shown

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER 
COUPON SUPER 

COUPON

SAVE 
36%

SUPER 
COUPON

 16 OZ. HAMMERS
 WITH FIBERGLASS HANDLE 

 ITEM  69006
60715/60714

 ITEM 47873 shown 
69005/61262

 CLAW RIP

Customer Rating

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating TWO TIER 
COLLAPSIBLE 
EASY-STORE 

STEP LADDER

ITEM  67514 
• 225 lb. 

capacity

Customer Rating

ITEM   60668/6530 shown

 42" OFF-ROAD/ 
FARM JACK 
• 3-1/2  ton capacity
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Design the living room of your dreams 
with the Thomas Payne Collection

Known for its versatility and comfort, Thomas Payne Collection furniture is now easier to order and more customizable 
than ever before! With a wide range of styles, sizes and colors, it’s never been easier, or more fun, to design the interior space 

of your dreams. The Thomas Payne Collection features a full range of furniture designed for RVs and at home.

•  Strong visual appeal with residential look & feel

• Wall hugger recliners

• Chaise-style footrest

•  Center console with cupholder storage

All the great features of the Heritage 
Series (see below) PLUS:

Power 
recline

Massage

LightsHeat

SEISMIC  S E R I E S

HERITAGE  S E R I E S

Shown in 
Oxford Walnut

Shown in 
Oxford Walnut

•  3 sizes to choose from: 
62", 68", 72"

• Includes front kickboard

• Leg kit sold separately

•  4 sizes to choose from: 62", 68", 72", 80"

•  Additional storage while in bed mode

•  Requires 1 foot less space in bed position 
than traditional hide-a-bed

Jackknife Sofa Destination Tri-Fold
Euro Chair 

Recliner

"XL" Euro 
Chair 
Recliner

•  Standard massage 
with wand control

•  Standard massage 
with wand control

Shown in 
Oxford Tan

Shown in 
Oxford Tan

Shown in 
Oxford Tan

Rocker Glider Recliner

Theater Seating

Theater seating also available in 
the Heritage Series (not shown)

HERITAGE  S E R I E S

"XL" Euro 
Chair 
Recliner

Shown in 
Oxford Tan

Destination Tri-Fold

S E R I E S

•  4 sizes to choose from: 62", 68", 72", 80"

Shown in 

HERITAGE  

•  3 sizes to choose from: • Includes front kickboard

Shown in 
Oxford Tan

Euro Chair 
Recliner

HERITAGE  S E R I E S

4" WIDER

Shown in 
Oxford Walnut

Pushback Recliner

Available in these 4 colors
Featuring four color options, mix and match your 
Thomas Payne furniture to achieve the interior design 
that makes you happy. 

*Not available for Euro Chair Recliner

Oxford Tan Oxford Walnut Jaleco Espresso Dunes Grey

PolyHyde® Fabric

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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SPRING
HAS SPRUNG

By Chris Dougherty

Preparing for the upcoming travel season will help ensure all systems 
are in tip-top condition and ready for service without hiccups

As the snow and ice melt in the northern climes, and the travel 
season offi cially arrives across the country, we all begin thinking 
of taking our motorhomes out on the road. But before we can go 
for that fi rst trip, there are several things we need to take care of 

to be sure the motorhome is ready, and that it will give us trouble-free use 
throughout the season.

back in the storage bag to prevent 
mildew from forming. Also, if any 
damage has occurred to the cover, 
this would be a good time to patch or 
replace it.

Inspect the exterior of the 
motorhome for any damage that may 
have occurred during the winter. 
Check the roof carefully for puncture 
holes from things like fallen 
branches, icicles and so on. This is 

Uncovering and Checking the 
Major Systems
For those who have had their 
motorhomes protected by a cover, 
the fi rst step is obviously to remove 
it. Be sure to take care while 
removing the cover, and to perform 
the task when everything is dry, if 
possible. If the cover remains wet 
or damp, set it out in the sun to dry 
before rolling it up and putting it 

also a great time to reseal the roof 
seams using the proper products 
for your motorhome’s type of roof. 
While you’re at it, wash and treat 
the roof. Products like Protect-All 
rubber-roof cleaner and treatment, 
Thetford’s one-step cleaner and 
protectant, Dicor rubber-roof cleaner 
and treatment are all good choices, 
depending on the type of roof on 
your motorhome. If your motorhome 
is equipped with a fi berglass or 
aluminum roof, clean it as you would 
the sides of the motorhome.

Speaking of the side walls, do 
a thorough inspection, again, for 
damage. Wash and wax the outside of 
the motorhome. It’s a bit of work but is 
worth the effort in the long run. Open 
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MOTORHOME-TRAVEL PREP

all the exterior compartments and check for signs of leaks, 
rodents, etc., and deal with any issues you fi nd. Spring also 
is a great time to empty out the exterior compartments and 
rearrange and clean things for the season.

Many people remove their motorhome’s batteries for 
the winter season to protect them. Spring is a good time to 
clean and, if necessary, repaint the battery trays and then 
charge and reinstall the batteries. Be sure to check the 
water level and refi ll with distilled water, if necessary. If 
there is any concern as to the batteries’ states of charge, 
this would be a good time to get them checked. Many parts 
stores and RV dealers have advanced battery-diagnostic 
equipment that show battery condition.

Chassis and generator services should be completed 
in the fall just before storage, but now is the time to check 
everything over again, including the usual suspects like 
the fl uids, belts and so on. Always look around the engine 
and generator before starting them to check for mouse 
nests, especially if you live in an area that’s prone to rodent 
infestations. In particular, check the air-cleaner housing 
and ducting, as rodents seem to enjoy using those spaces 
as storage warehouses. Visually inspect the tires, check air 
pressures and adjust accordingly. Turn on all the exterior 
lights to ensure they’re working.

Once the prechecks are completed, start the 
engine and generator and do a running check of all the 
mechanical systems, including the jacks, power awnings 
and slideouts. Before setting out for a long distance, test 
drive the motorhome. Follow a short route and ensure the 
steering, brakes, suspension and so on are performing as 
they should. Most such systems don’t just mysteriously 
break by themselves during winter storage, but it’s easy 
to check things out locally before hitting the road for a 
long trip.

Left: The range is a frequent nesting and feeding spot for mice who have invaded the motorhome while in storage. Make sure this area is clean, and 
consider lining it with aluminum foil for easy cleanup, being careful not to cover any ventilation openings. Right: Mice and rodents will often fi nd 
winter refuge in engine and AC generator compartments. Check all openings as well as the tops of engines, air-cleaner housings and so on for signs 
of an infestation. Here, there was so much nesting and chewed wiring that the generator had to be removed for cleaning and repair.

Spring is the optimal time to clean and reseal the roof of your 
motorhome. Be sure to use the proper sealant for the roof type. 

Ph
ot

o:
 K

ar
en

 D
ou

gh
er

ty

86  MotorHome  March 2017

MH1703-Getting Ready for Season.indd   1/2/17   12:25 PM   - 86 -    (Cyan)MH1703-Getting Ready for Season.indd   1/2/17   12:25 PM   - 86 -    (Magenta)MH1703-Getting Ready for Season.indd   1/2/17   12:25 PM   - 86 -    (Yellow)MH1703-Getting Ready for Season.indd   1/2/17   12:25 PM   - 86 -    (BlacK)



Is refinancing at a good rate still possible? 

Yes! Now may be a good time 
to refinance your current RV 
loan and lower your monthly 
payments. And remember; our 
loans have no pre-payment 
penalties if you decide to pay 
the loan off early.

How do I know I’m getting a good rate? 

We offer a range of loan terms 
from five to 20 years, depending 
on the loan amount and age of 
the RV. Our short term loans with 
lower rates have become popular, 
helping customers pay off their 
loans more quickly.

Now is the time to purchase a new or used RV or refinance your existing RV loan. Check out some of 
our frequently asked questions to see how the Good Sam Finance Center can get you out on the road!

CALL
1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 462 GoodSamRVLoans.com/462

VISIT

* Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.
** Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 

30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be 2007 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 2009 model year or newer. 
Maximum loan to value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA Used Wholesale Base Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may 
vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A 7 year fixed-rate $55,000 loan. Based on an APR of 4.19%, this loan has 84 monthly 
payments of $756.00 each.

Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. In South Dakota, Bank of the West operates as Bank of the West California. NMLS ID # 19116. Member FDIC.
©2017 Good Sam Finance Center. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. 
Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved GRL51989 - 1216

Do you finance private party RV loans? 
Yes! You can purchase a 2009 model year or newer rig from a 
private party seller in your town or from across the country. 
We’ll pay off the seller, put the new registration in your name 
and handle all necessary paperwork. 

I’m a Full-Timer. Can I get financing for my RV?  
Yes! Good Sam Finance Center offers financing to purchase or 
refinance the perfect RV to call home.

Are your rates the same 
for new and used  
RV purchases? 
Yes! Our rates are the same  
whether you purchase a new  
or used rig from a dealer or a  
private party seller across  
town or across the country.

Good Sam 
Finance Center
Questions & Answers

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

4.19%**

on loan amounts of $50k+
4.29%**

on loan amounts of $25k to $49,999
5.79%**

on loan amounts of $15k to $24,999

APRs* AS LOW AS

APR is fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate as of December 8, 2016. 
See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and loan amounts below $15,000

PR-GRL51989 Mar MH Ad.indd   1 12/8/16   3:12 PM

87 GS FINANCE.indd   12/29/16   12:11 PM   - 87 -    (Cyan)87 GS FINANCE.indd   12/29/16   12:11 PM   - 87 -    (Magenta)87 GS FINANCE.indd   12/29/16   12:11 PM   - 87 -    (Yellow)87 GS FINANCE.indd   12/29/16   12:11 PM   - 87 -    (BlacK)



LP-gas-Powered Appliances
All the exterior vented propane-burning appliances should 
be checked for cleanliness, and to be sure insects haven’t 
made nests in the burners. A visual inspection is usually 
adequate, and a small mechanic’s inspection mirror may 
help with this process. Some small spiders are attracted to 
the smell of ethyl mercaptan, the odorant used in LP-gas, 
and will sometimes build small, silky webs in the burn 
chambers and valves. If you see these, clean them out using 
a small flue brush. Don’t ever stick anything into the small 
gas orifice on a water heater, as it can alter the size of the 
opening, creating an uncontrolled increase in the amount 
of LP-gas released into the appliance. Watch the appliance 
carefully during the test run; if it misfires, shut it down and 
hire a certified RV technician to disassemble the system and 
thoroughly clean and test it. In order to inspect the burner 
in most furnaces, the appliance must be disassembled, 
which requires special training, and should be left to a 
professional. If the furnace malfunctions, again, contact a 
certified RV technician for assistance.

Dewinterizing a Standard LP-gas Water Heater 
Motorhomes with a simple water system that includes a 
standard LP-gas water heater should follow these basic in-
structions to dewinterize. These procedures are assuming 
that antifreeze has been used to protect the system, so it 
is necessary to try to prevent antifreeze from getting into 
the water-heater tank. (Once antifreeze gets into the water 
heater, you’ll be smelling it, tasting it, and seeing foaming 
from it for a long time. It’s harmless, but annoying.)

First, make sure the water-heater bypass is still in 
winterizing mode. There are different types of bypass kits 
installed in motorhomes, so check the owner’s manual or 
contact the manufacturer if you’re not sure which type is 
on your motorhome. Next, hook up the fresh-water supply 
to the motorhome and turn on the water to pressurize 
the freshwater system. Make sure to thoroughly flush 
the entire system, including all faucets, low-point drains, 
toilets, washing machines, icemakers, etc. Once clean 
water is flowing through all the faucets, and there are no 
leaks or other problems present, it’s time to move on to the 
water heater.

The outside drain plug was probably not reinstalled in 
the tank after last season’s draining and winterizing. In 
this case, reverse the bypass kit and let some fresh water 
flow out of the drain, then shut off the water and install 
the plug or anode rod back into the tank. This flushes any 
stale water and collected minerals out of the bottom of 
the water-heater tank. Once the plug is back in, turn the 
water on back at the hose, return to the water heater and 
open the relief valve using the spring-loaded lever. Once 
water comes out, release the valve so it closes. Check for 
flow-through of the hot-water system in the motorhome, 
then test-fire the water heater to be sure the flow is true. 
If your motorhome is equipped with a three-valve bypass 

kit, make certain the middle valve is closed. Dealerships 
get many calls about tepid water from the water heater 
only to find out the middle valve was accidentally left in the 
open position.

Make certain water is flowing from every discharge 
point, including exterior showers and low-point drains 
and, if the motorhome is outfitted with a washer/dryer 
prep but no washer, hook a hose up to each of these valves 
and flow water into a sink, the washer drain or outside the 
motorhome. Stale water and antifreeze can remain in these 
lines and taint the freshwater.

MOTORHOME-TRAVEL PREP

Top: When dewinterizing, flush the entire water system, including the 
low-point drains, to remove any remaining antifreeze or contaminants. 
Bottom: Battery maintenance is essential. Once the batteries are rein-
stalled (if they’ve been removed), check the electrolyte level and fill with 
distilled water, if applicable. Seal the terminal with battery-terminal spray 
to prevent corrosion. If there’s rust on the battery trays or in the compart-
ment, consider removing the batteries and repainting the compartment.
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ONLY 1 IN 10 RV OWNERS HAVE 
SPECIALIZED RV INSURANCE. 

Are you the one?

If your RV is currently insured with ordinary auto insurance, your policy 
may not cover all of the components of your RV. These gaps in coverage 
could cost you thousands in the event of a claim.   

The Good Sam Insurance Agency represents 
many of the nation’s top RV specialty insurance 
companies, so we can find you the best coverage 
at the best price. Customers who switch save an 
average of $389 each year!

Call: 1-888-634-3156 and mention savings code TD-CY  
Click: GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/CY

Availability, eligibility, benefits, discounts and coverage may vary by state and carrier. The content herein is for descriptive purposes only. The exact protection provided is subject to the terms, conditions and expectations of the policy contract 
issued. Average savings based on new policyholder reported data from November 1, 2015 to November 1, 2016. ©2017 Good Sam Insurance Agency. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. 
Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GSI51990 - 1216

FOR YOUR FREE, NO-OBLIGATION QUOTE
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Dewinterizing a Tankless 
Hot-Water System
Dewinterizing a motorhome with a 
tankless water system is simpler 
because there is no tank to flush. 
Systems like this include those from 
Aqua-Hot, Oasis and Truma. Just hook 
up the freshwater hose and proceed to 
flush the system, and follow the brand-
specific instructions in the owner’s 
manual. Once everything is buttoned 
up and water is flowing throughout the 
system, you can test-fire the water-
heater system.

Sanitizing the Freshwater 
System
I am a stickler about keeping the 
water as clean and usable as possible, 
so its quality is just like at my resi-
dential home. To do this, two things 
must happen. First, the incoming 
source of water must be filtered and 
clean, whether the water is going 
into the city-water connection or the 
freshwater holding tank. Second, the 

water system must be sanitized at the 
beginning of the season. 

There are a couple of ways to 
sanitize the system. The old-school 
way is to make a bleach solution to run 
through the water system. The other is 
to use a water-freshener product on the 
market, sold through Camping World or 
other RV parts suppliers. In either case, 
follow the directions on the bottle.

The bleach solution is quite 
simple and works like a champ, and 
is completely safe. Simply mix ¼ cup 
plain household bleach to 1 gallon of 
fresh water. If you have a known dirty-
water system (rotten egg smell from 
hot water, etc.) you can increase this to 
a 100-ppm solution by increasing the 
solution to ½ cup per gallon of water. 
Add one gallon of solution to an empty, 
preferably flushed, freshwater tank, 
for every 15 gallons of tank capacity. 
So, if your motorhome is outfitted with 

a 30-gallon tank, you would add 2 
gallons of solution, etc. Then fill the 
tank to the top, turn on the water 
pump and run the solution through the 
entire plumbing system until you can 
smell chlorine from each faucet. Allow 
the solution to sit in the system for 
at least four hours (one hour if using 
the 100-ppm mix), or overnight. Then 
drain the freshwater tank completely, 
and flush the entire system with fresh 
water. Draining the water-heater tank 
will speed things up a bit.

Flushing the system will remove 
most of the chlorine. Water-freshening 
solutions are available in liquid and 
tablet form and are designed for this 
purpose, but the leftover chlorine 
will actually dissipate quickly and is 
harmless after the system has been 
flushed. Baking soda can also be used 
to remove the chlorine taste and smell. 
Simply add a box of baking soda that’s 
been mixed with water in a bucket 
into the tank and fill the tank with 
water. Allow the baking soda to work 

overnight, drain the tank and flush with 
water. The plumbing system is now 
clean and sanitized.

Dewinterizing and Checking 
the Interior
First and foremost inside is checking 
for any rodent infestation and removing 
any nests and debris left behind. Now 
is a good time to see if you can find 
where the rodents came in and seal 
these areas from the outside. Do a 
thorough cleaning of the motorhome 
as necessary, including inside and 
under cabinets, windows and so on. 
Clean and check the operation of all 
the appliances. If the motorhome is 
equipped with an LP-gas range, be 
sure to lift the top to check for signs 
of intruders and clean thoroughly. 
Lining the area under the burners with 
aluminum foil is a good way to help 
with cleaning. Just cover the bottom, 

MOTORHOME-TRAVEL PREP

but do not cover any of the holes in the 
sides of the pan.

Make sure the refrigerator is clean 
and mildew-free. Clorox or similar wipes 
are great for this. Power up the refrig-
erator and let it run for a day or two, 
switching power-source modes to make 
certain they function properly. If the 
motorhome is equipped with a residen-
tial refrigerator, simply clean and run it.

Test all the safety systems in the 
motorhome, and check the detectors 
for expiration dates. Install new 
batteries in all battery-powered safety 
monitors at the beginning of the 
season. Make sure all the emergency 
exits operate properly, and look at the 
fire extinguisher(s) to make sure there 
is no damage. Test the valve by pushing 
in the small plunger. Take the fire ex-
tinguisher off the wall, invert it for a few 
seconds, then return it to its bracket. 
Check all the interior lights, test all the 
gadgets for functionality and you’re 
ready to move in for the season!

As always, be sure to check the 
owner’s packet for any special in-
structions, especially if you own a 
higher-end or more technologically 
equipped coach. Always use caution 
when working on ladders or on the 
roof, and if you’re uncomfortable with 
the height, or any of the procedures 
outlined herein, have a certified RV 
technician do the work for you.

Spending a day working on the 
motorhome at the beginning of the 
spring will help ensure the most 
enjoyable RVing experiences possible 
all season long. 

Flush the water system with fresh water 
before opening the bypass valves on the water 
heater to eliminate any residual antifreeze 
in the system. Consider flushing the water 
heater before reinstalling the drain plug on the 
outside of the motorhome.

“TEST ALL THE SAFETY SYSTEMS, AND 
CHECK THE DETECTORS FOR EXPIRATION 
DATES. INSTALL NEW BATTERIES IN ALL 
BATTERY-POWERED SAFETY MONITORS.”
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GERZENY’S
R.V. WORLD

LOCATIONS
LAKELAND

BRADENTON

NOKOMIS

FORT MYERS

(OPENING SPRING 2017)

(OPENING FEBRUARY 2017)

2110 N. TAMIAMI TRAIL · NOKOMIS, FL 34275
(BETWEEN SARASOTA AND VENICE ON U.S. 41)

(941) 966-2182 · TOLL FREE 1-800-262-2182

rvworldinc.com

Note: Not all brands are available at all locations. Please call!

Home of the Happy Camper®

40 YEARS AND GROWING!   

 Turn your RV into $$$. Sell it. Consign it. Trade it. CALL MARK A. SANTANGELO AT 1-800-262-2182
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BRADENTON
6120 S.R. 64 East 
Bradenton FL 34208

FORT MYERS
5600 Enterprise Parkway 
Fort Myers FL 33905

LAKELAND
940 Lakeland Park Ctr. Dr.  
Lakeland, FL 33809 
(863) 853-9177 
Toll-free 1-877-663-7506

NOKOMIS
2110 N. Tamiami Trail 
Nokomis, FL 34275 
(941) 966-2182 
Toll Free 1-800-262-2182

BRADENTON

OpeningFeb. 2017

FORT MYERS

OpeningSpring ’17

Gas &
Diesel!

Van
Campers

& Toy
Haulers

Mini
Homes

Specialty
RVs

& Extra
Lights

CLASS A

CLASS B

& Toy5TH WHEELS

HomesCLASS C

SpecialtySpecialtyCLASS B+

TRAILERS

Gerzeny’s R.V. World has been serving Florida RV buyers since 1977 at its flagship location  
in Nokomis (between Sarasota and Venice), and in Lakeland. Look for new R.V. World  

locations opening in Bradenton (February 2017) and Fort Myers (Spring 2017).

Diesel!CLASS ACLASS ACLASS ACLASS A HomesHomesCLASS CCLASS CCLASS C

Van
CampersCampersCLASS BCLASS BCLASS BCLASS B

Note: Not all brands are available at all locations. Please call!

& Toy
Haulers
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RVs
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LightsTRAILERSTRAILERSTRAILERS

FULL-SIZE RVS (CLASS A & C)

SMALL RVS (CLASS B & B+)

5TH WHEELS & TRAILERS
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OPEN A GOOD SAM | 
CAMPING WORLD VISA® 
CREDIT CARD ACCOUNT 
TODAY TO EARN UP TO

1  O�er subject to credit approval. Cardholders will earn five (5) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases spent on Good Sam Club related products and services made on their Account rounded to the nearest dollar. 
“Good Sam Club eligible purchases,” are defined as products and services purchased from Good Sam Enterprises, LLC and its a�liates and partners, including but not limited to the following: Coast to Coast, Camping World, 
Good Sam, TL Enterprises, and NGIC. Cardholders will earn three (3) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made at any gas station and any retail establishments that classify their merchant location to Visa as 
Campgrounds and Trailer Parks within the U.S. and Canada. For all other purchases made anywhere else, Cardholders will earn one (1) point for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made on their Account rounded to the 
nearest dollar. A one-time bonus award of (2,000) Rec Rewards Points will be awarded to new cardholders after the first purchase is posted to the Account. Bonus Rec Rewards Points will be posted approximately 30 days 
after the initial qualifying transaction. Cardholders will earn double points (up to 2,000 bonus points total) on all purchases made outside Good Sam or Camping World within the first 90 days of account opening. This rewards 
program is provided by Comenity Capital Bank and its terms may discontinue or change at any time. For information about the rates, fees, other costs, and the reward program rules (including point accrual rate, bonus point 
awards, etc.) and benefits associated with the use of this credit card program please visit http://www. comenity.net/goodsamcampingworld for complete terms and conditions. © 2016 CWI, Inc. & Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. 
CAMPING WORLD and the CAMPING WORLD Mountain Logo are registered trademarks of CWI, Inc. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any 
trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.

2  Each merchant is assigned a code by a third party that indicates the merchant’s area of business. Bonus points will only be awarded if the merchant code for the purchase matches a category eligible for the o�er. Comenity 
Capital Bank does not have the ability to control assignment of merchant codes.

The Good Sam | Camping World Visa® and Good Sam | Camping World Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc.  GCR51991 - 1216

GET ON THE ROAD TO BIGGER REWARDS!

FOR EVERY $1 SPENT

2,000 BONUS POINTS 
the first time you use your card for a purchase  
(up to $25 value)

DOUBLE POINTS 
on purchases outside Camping World & Good Sam for 
the first 90 days (up to 2,000 points/$25 value)

REDEEM 
points for cash back as a statement credit, Good Sam 
memberships, restaurant, retail and gas gift cards,  
plus, MUCH more!

POINTS at Camping World and on 
Good Sam purchases

POINT everywhere else VISA® is accepted

POINTS on gas & at private campgrounds 
in the U.S. & Canada2

VISIT A CAMPING WORLD SUPERCENTER NEAR YOU! 
NOT NEAR A STORE?  CALL: 1-844-271-2591   CLICK: CampingWorld.com/GoodSamVisa

TDD/TTY 1-888-819-1918 

FOR EVERY $1 SPENT
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ROAD WARRIOR
A CLASS C WINNEBAGO REMAINS ONE COUPLE’S MOTORHOME OF CHOICE AFTER MORE THAN 25 YEARS

Everyone remembers 
their fi rst time. Whether it was 
a Class A, B or C, we all think 

back fondly to our earliest adventures 
in a motorhome. For our family, like 
so many others, that fi rst experience 
took place in a Winnebago. The 
company sold its fi rst motorhome in 
1966 for roughly half the price of its 
competitors, a strategy that quickly 
catapulted Winnebago to the top of 
the list of leading RV manufactur-
ers. In fact, there were so many 
Winnebagos on the road by the early 
1970s that the company’s brand 
name was often used as a generic 
term to refer to all motorhomes. If 
a classic ride can be determined by 

sheer numbers of owners introduced 
into the RV lifestyle, then the 
ubiquitous Winnebago has an un-
questionable place on that list. 

For Don and Claire Wilson, the 
Micro Warrior was not only their fi rst 
motorhome — it has also been their 
last. They purchased the 1990 micro 
mini nearly 26 years ago, and after 
140,000 miles, they still won’t part 
with it. Yet the RV lifestyle wasn’t 
even on their radar until the year 
that they bought it. 

“We’d never even been in a 
motorhome before,” the couple 
admits, laughing.

Don was looking at the pos-
sibility of early retirement, and 

By Ann Eichenmuller
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This article is part of a continuing series looking at motorhomes that have stood the test of 
time. They may have miles under their wheels, but they can still make dreams come true. 
Each has earned the right to be called “the classic ride.” 

unbeknownst to Claire, had started 
researching RVs. When he fi nally 
broached the topic, Claire wanted to 
know just what they would do with a 
motorhome.

“He said, ‘Well, we could park 
on the beach in Mexico,’” Claire 
remembers, and she has to admit he 
made a pretty good case.

A CLASS C WINNEBAGO REMAINS ONE COUPLE’S MOTORHOME OF CHOICE AFTER MORE THAN 25 YEARS

The Wilsons travel with their English springer 
spaniel, Danny Boy. The motorhome helps 
the family to unplug and get away.

The Micro Warrior’s small size makes it easy to handle and park.
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WINNING WARRIORS 
The Winnebago Warrior line included a Class A, traditional Class C and the Micro 
Warrior, all advertised as “a sure cure for sticker shock.” In 1990, a new Micro 
Warrior listed with a base price of $27,600. While these units can still be found for 
as little as $2,500 online, prices have increased as they have become a popular 
alternative for young fi rst-time buyers and vintage-RV enthusiasts. The average 
selling price of a 1990 Micro Warrior today is between $4,000 and $5,000, but a 
low-mileage Micro Warrior in excellent condition can fetch up to $14,000. 

The Toyota chassis and V-6 engine combine to give the Micro Warrior a 
respectable 14 MPG.

Warrior listed with a base price of $27,600. While these units can still be found for 

Above: With a double sink and four-burner stove, the Micro Warrior’s galley is compact and 
usable. The comfortable cabover bed makes optimal use of space.

With romantic thoughts of Pacifi c 
sunsets in mind, they began searching 
for an RV. They were looking for 
something easy to drive that could 
double as a second car, and with a 
20-foot-7-inch length and a width just 
over 7 feet, the Micro Warrior drew 
their attention. The diminutive Class 
C’s fuel effi ciency was also a factor 
in their decision. The Warrior, built 
on a Toyota chassis with a standard 
V-6 engine and four-speed automatic 
transmission, averages a respectable 
14 MPG and had already developed a 
reputation for reliability. The Wilsons 
were considering buying a new unit 
when they stumbled upon a year-old 
Micro Warrior parked outside an RV 
dealer’s lot with a for-sale sign in the 
window. The owner was there negoti-
ating a trade-in for an Airstream, but 
Don was able to make her a better 

offer, picking up the nearly new 
motorhome with 7,000 miles on the 
engine for $22,000. 

“We have had wonderful luck with 
it,” Don says enthusiastically. “Except 
for regular maintenance, it has never 
had a problem.”

The interior of the Micro Warrior 
is not luxurious, but it offers all of 
the necessary amenities in a compact 
package. The cabover bunk provides 
a comfortable sleeping area without 
a loss of fl oor space, allowing the 
unit to have a roomier rear bath 
with a shower. Seating in the main 
living area is provided by a velvet-
covered swivel chair and a dinette 
that conveniently converts into a 
guest bed for excursions that include 
grandchildren. The galley is small 
but functional, including a four-
burner LP-gas stove, a double sink 

and a Norcold refrigerator/freezer. 
Climate control is provided by a roof 
air conditioner and a 12,500-Btu 
furnace. The light oak-look vinyl 
veneer cabinetry and stain-resistant 
pale blue carpet and upholstery are 
all original and have held up well to 
decades of wear.

While the Wilsons have been 
happy with most aspects of their 
Micro Warrior, Don’s one wish would 
be to increase the capacities of the 
fuel and the water tanks. The mo-
torhome’s spec sheet lists the main 
gas tank as 17.2 gallons, which means 
stopping frequently to fi ll up on long 
trips. In addition, the unit’s freshwater 
capacity is only 18 gallons (including 
the water heater), and both holding 
tanks top out at 14 gallons each. The 
Wilsons do a lot of dry camping, and 
they know they must carefully monitor 
their usage before refi lling with 
potable water and accessing a dump 
station. Still, they see this as a minor 
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SPEND YOUR WEEKENDS 
OUTDOORS...NOT ON YOUR ROOF

SuperFlex Roof Coating gives your RV’s EPDM rubber roof iron-clad protection against 
UV, weather, temperature extremes and potential leaks. Fast and easy to apply, two-step 

SuperFlex Rubber Roof Primer + Coating by Alpha Systems saves you time and e� ort.

Weekends are for camping—not wrestling with your rubber roof.

• Improved low temperature fl exibility
• Enhanced UV resistance
• OEM-grade formula is best choice
 for roof found on most of today’s RVs

• Extends life of rubber roof
• Superior durability
• Low odor & toxicity
• Fights chalking & streaking

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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inconvenience, since moving such 
a small, self-contained unit takes 
relatively little effort. 

The only modifications Don and 
Claire have made to their motorhome 
are the addition of reading lights and 
the installation of an extra 12-volt DC 
outlet in the dining area. While many 
new motorhomes come complete with 
multiple high-definition flat-screen 
TVs, media players, satellite antennas 
and theater-style surround-sound 
systems, the Wilsons have not even 
installed a single TV. 

“We bought this motorhome to 
get away,” Claire says. “We read, play 
cards, play games and just talk.”

And get away they do. That initial 
promise of parking on the beach 
turned into a month in Mexico when 
Don retired. Since then, the couple 
has traveled extensively throughout 
the United States, including trips 
to Key West, the Grand Canyon, 
Glacier National Park and Jasper, 
and lots of visits to see their son in 
Texas. They’ve even been to Canada. 
The couple is just as fond of local 
camping, taking frequent two-week 
trips to nearby state and national 
parks and often heading out into 
the desert to enjoy the seclusion. 
Perhaps most impressive, they have 
traveled all these miles on a single 

initial investment made more than 
two decades ago. I had to ask — what 
advice would they give to a couple in 
the same situation they once were, 
considering the purchase of a small, 
affordable motorhome to pursue the 
RV dream?

“I’d tell them to make sure they 
had a good marriage,” Don jokes.

Claire agrees that the Warrior 
can be close quarters, especially 
when you factor in the Wilsons’ 
English springer spaniel, Danny Boy. 
However, while bigger and more 
opulent RVs have been all the rage 
for years, a new generation of buyers 
is now turning to more compact and 
affordable motorhomes, and Claire 
notes that their vintage Warrior is now 
garnering plenty of attention.

“It’s not unusual for us to come 
back when we’ve parked somewhere 
and find a note under our windshield 
asking if we want to sell,” Claire says.

The answer, of course, is "No." 
Like many other motorhome owners 
that we have met, the Wilsons have 
learned that the joy of camping is not 
about how much you take with you but 
about how many memories you bring 
back. That is why they will continue 
to stretch their horizons aboard their 
1990 Winnebago Micro Warrior, an 
original classic ride. 

The Micro Warrior sports a roomy rear bath. Though the small gray- and black-water tanks fill 
quickly, the Wilsons can easily maneuver the diminutive motorhome to the dump station.
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QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN
TECH SAVVY

Latch Lengthener
The door to our motorhome is midcoach, adjacent to the front slideout on the 
left. The door opens against the slide when it is extended. While camping, we 
keep the outside door connected to the slide. For my wife (who is a little more 
than 5 feet tall) to get into the RV, she has to climb two of the three outside 
steps to reach the screen-door latch, pull it down, hold on to the edge of the 
door, step back down, open the door fully and climb back up and in. Not the 
safest, especially if she’s carrying something.

To remedy this, we drilled a small hole in the screen-door latch (inside). 
We installed two screw eyes along the screen trim: one just below the latch, 
the other near the bottom of the door. We ran a thin, braided nylon cord from 
the hole in the latch, down through the screw eyes to a key fob on the bottom.

Now, standing on the ground, she just pulls on the key fob, which not only 
unlatches the door but also opens it so she can climb the step and get in.
Art Szustak | Cleveland, Tennessee

Wood Working
I carry a selection of wooden blocks in my motorhome to put under 
the leveling jacks in case I park on a slope or over a soft spot. It can be 
difficult to position the blocks properly, and can often require bending 
down and reaching across a number of times, which can be hard on your 
knees and back.

To make the process easier, I cut a hole and a trench near one end of 
each block, and then I use my awning rod to position the blocks exactly 
where I want them under the motorhome jacks. If you don’t already have 
an awning rod, they are readily available at RV supply stores.
Chuck Call | Canyon Lake, California

Clutter Buster
In the September 2016 issue, I read a lot of complaints about motorhomes 
not having enough counterspace. I did not see any real solutions, so I 
thought I would submit what I did to add counterspace. I constructed a 
simple addition to the dining table made from ¾-inch plywood, two 1-inch 
aluminum square channels and folding legs. We now have more room to 
eat, and we can also use the extra table space as a catchall and/or work-
station. The extension does need to be removed before travel and then put 
back in place when parked, but we’ve simply made those tasks a part of 
our routine.
Fred Ouellette | Waco, Texas 

Have an Idea? Quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your DIY ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750 
Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Be sure to include any photos, 
illustrations or drawings. If your tip is selected for publication, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN.
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Add on the FANMATE 
VENT COVER for
► SUPERIOR rain protection

► LESS than 5% airfl ow restriction

► OPTIONAL bug screen

►  FULL ACCESS to the fan and optional bug screen 
courtesy of the EZClip

EZClip 

QUICK, EASY and
TOOL-FREE INSTALLATION
Simply SLIDE the included clip through the tab to 
secure the FANMATE cover. (Hardware with clips 
included for mounting on other fan models.)

MAXXAIR Products are protected by U.S. Patent Nos. 7,004,832: 5,897,435;  D463,541; D495,041; D679,796 and other Patents Pending.  © 2017 - AIRXCEL, INC.

BOOST AIRFLOW & STAY COOL

►  FEATURING MOUNTING TABS 
for EZClip Installation of MAXXAIR’S 
FAN MATE Vent Cover (see below)

► POWERFUL 12-volt, 4-speed sealed ball bearing motor 
provides fast, effi cient ventilation

► TWIN LIFTING ARMS help prevent lid fl utter in high 
winds or when driving

► EASY-TO-OPERATE with convenient ceiling keypad 
controls and manual opening low profi le lid

Mounting 
Tabs

. . . fresh air, rain or shine!
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CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

99 CW MAXXAIR.indd   12/28/16   3:21 PM   - 99 -    (Cyan)99 CW MAXXAIR.indd   12/28/16   3:21 PM   - 99 -    (Magenta)99 CW MAXXAIR.indd   12/28/16   3:21 PM   - 99 -    (Yellow)99 CW MAXXAIR.indd   12/28/16   3:21 PM   - 99 -    (BlacK)



QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN

Fridge Failure

TECH SAVVY

Hot Line sent Winnebago a copy of 
De Nicholas’ letter, along with a 
request for assistance. After some 
back-and-forth communication with 
Winnebago and De Nicholas, we 
fi nally heard back from De Nicholas 
one last time.

After two years of frustration in 
getting my refridgerator to work 
properly while in transit, due to your 
intervention, a new fridge was 
installed on November 21, 2016. I 
am convinced that Hot Line’s in-
volvement has at least for now 
resolved my problem. 

Keep up the good work and 

thanks for being there for me and 
many others.
R.D.

Shower Surround
At a standstill trying to get a reim-
bursement for a shower surround 
that failed due to what he considered 

Contact Hot Line for HelpTake Action
Hot Line assists in mediating confl icts between consumers and RV dealers and manufactur-
ers, accessories suppliers and service providers. After exhausting all other resources, send 
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036 
and enclose copies of appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. Selected letters will be edited and published unless otherwise requested.

When his new motorhome’s refrigerator consistently 
failed to operate properly while the rig was on the road, 
a reader sent a letter to the motorhome manufacturer 
to solve the problem. After not receiving any response, 
he turned to Hot Line for help. He enclosed a copy of 
the letter he had originally sent. It read:

HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN

When his new motorhome’s refrigerator consistently 
failed to operate properly while the rig was on the road, 
a reader sent a letter to the motorhome manufacturer 
to solve the problem. After not receiving any response, 
he turned to Hot Line for help. He enclosed a copy of 

I was a proud owner of a 1995 Winnebago Vectra. Based on my 
experience and the reputation of Winnebago products, I purchased a 

new 2015 Itasca Sunstar 27N. This coach has been a problem from day one. 
The Norcold refrigerator will not operate in transit. 

I took possession in September 2014. Soon after, a number of issues 
arose, including the faulty refrigerator and three separate recalls. 

The continuing problem with the Norcold refrigerator is the most frustrat-
ing. Stationary, the refrigerator registers 37 degrees on electric or propane, 
slide in or out. However, in transit, after two hours of driving, the thermom-
eter maxes out at 70 degrees and cold air escapes near the door handle. The 
dealer checked gaskets and found them to be acceptable. 

Winnebago customer service has attempted to resolve this problem, and 
Norcold suggested a fl ue cap be installed. I paid $476.90 out of pocket to do 
so, but the problem persisted. Winnebago said a similar problem was resolved 
by replacing the refrigerator, so I was advised to contact the dealer. The dealer 
said it has done all it can do and that I should contact Winnebago. It seems no 
one is taking responsibility for this issue. Since the Winnebago name is on this 
coach it would be expected that your company and not me would take the lead 
in fi xing this problem.
Robert De Nicholas | Little River, South Carolina

faulty installation, a reader turned to 
Hot Line for help.

I’m writing regarding a problem 
with the shower surround on my 2015 
Minnie Winnie 27Q Class C, which I 
purchased in May 2015. I purchased an 
extended warranty, but found that it 
does not cover the interior.

The problem with the shower 
surround was due to a fi nish screw 
at the top being pulled in too tightly, 
which resulted in the fi berglass 
splitting and cracking.

I took the unit to the dealer, RCD 
Sales in Hebron, Ohio, where a new 
surround was installed for $975.65. 
I feel in all fairness that this amount 
should be reimbursed, as quality 
control missed with its inspection.
Raye Dusenberry | Zanesville, Ohio

After initially denying the claim due to 
the motorhome being out of warranty, 
Winnebago received our correspon-
dence asking to reconsider. We 
received a copy of its reply:

This is in response to the letter you 
addressed to MotorHome magazine 
regarding your shower surround.

After further review of your fi le, 
we do not believe there is anything you 
could have done to prevent the crack 
in the shower surround. Although your 
Minnie Winnie had exceeded the limited 
warranty at the time of the repair, in the 
interest of good customer relations, we 
will reimburse you for the repair expense. 
I will be submitting a reimbursement 
request in the amount of $975.65.
Angie Gerdes, Service Advisor, 
Winnebago Industries Inc. 
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BUY AN RV & BECOME A

866-9-RV-CENTER | CampingWorld.com/RV
Visit Your Local SuperCenter Today!

CLASS C
MOTORHOMES
ISLAND LAKE, IL
STK# 1286106
Based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.
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STARTING AT

CLASS A
MOTORHOMES
OLIVE BRANCH, MS
STK# 1231070
Based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.

$407     PER MO.̂
STARTING AT
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Rumbling Noise

We just bought a 2017 Forester 
3011DS, with a Ford E-450 

chassis and a V-10 engine, that has 
less than 1,000 miles on it. It’s new 
from a dealer and I hear a rumbling 
sound when going 45 MPH or more. 
At fi rst it seemed like it did it mostly 
when I was pressing on the gas to go 
uphill. Now it is also doing it when I 
let off the gas. Have you heard of this 
problem before? 
Allan Blair | Fredericksburg, Virginia

Chances are that it’s a normal 
sound, and you may not be 

familiar with the new motorhome 
and the noises it makes. However, 
because things can go wrong, 
it’s always good to check it out. 
Motorhomes are generally a lot 
noisier than passenger vehicles 
when they’re going down the road. 
Without my being able to hear it, and 
not knowing even what area of the 
vehicle the noise is coming from, it’s 

TECH SAVVY

pretty much impossible to diagnose by 
email. I recommend that you take it to 
the dealer and have someone test drive 
it with you, so that you can determine 
what the noise you’re hearing is. My 
best guess is exhaust noise. I’d like to 
hear back from you after it’s diagnosed.

Equalizer Hitches on 
Motorhomes

I’m a snowbird who lives 
year-round in my RV, which is 

a 2006 Winnebago Minnie 31C Class 
C motorhome. It’s on the 2005 Ford 
E-450 chassis, with the V-10 engine. 
It has standard suspension (no air 
shocks).

The owner’s manual states: 
CAUTION! Do not install a frame 
equalizing type hitch on your vehicle. 
Max. hitch pulling capacity: 5,000 lbs. 
Max. tongue weight: 350 lbs.

I have a 12-foot-long Cargo Mate 
two-axle cargo trailer that I used last 
year to transport my motorcycle. The 
trailer, fully loaded, has been weighed 

and is not overloaded (3,850 pounds). 
I have inquired about this at three 
different Ford dealers, a Camping 
World and several independent hitch-
installation shops. None of them 
had an explanation for not using an 
equalizing hitch on my motorhome. 
I used an equalizing hitch to tow this 
trailer last year, with no mechanical 
towing problems. Without the equalizer 
hitch the rear of the motorhome goes 
down about 2 inches. The only problem 
I had was the electric trailer brake 
was wired wrong. I’m still trying to fi nd 
the correct wire for the electric brake. 
Winnebago only uses two colors of 
wires from the cab, yellow for positive 
and white for negative. At the rear of 
the RV, there are about eight yellow 
wires and one white wire.
Ray Russell | Yuma, Arizona

Equalizer-hitch installations 
create torque loads that are fed 

into the towing vehicle (upward loads) 
that are considerably stronger than 
those generated by a weight-carrying  

What small car is best to tow behind a 24-foot 
Thor Citation with a Mercedes diesel? Are 
front-wheel-drive (FWD) or all-wheel-drive 
(AWD) cars OK? And, which is easier to hook 

up and unhook: a tow hitch or a dolly?
Howard Husselman | Horse Shoe, North Carolina

There is no one “best” small car for towing, as 
each has its pros and cons, and these factors vary 

for different people. For example, someone very tall 
might consider legroom as a top consideration, while 
someone else might favor cargo space or off-road ability 
or powertrain type. In general, the lighter the vehicle, the 
better it will be for towing behind your motorhome. Be sure 
to stay within the manufacturer’s weight limitations.

While most owners probably agree that a tow bar is 
easier to hook up and use than a tow dolly, tow dollies (or 

trailers) are necessary 
for vehicles that were 
not designed to be 
towed on all four 
wheels. While many 
FWD vehicles with 
manual transmissions 
are towable, many 
FWD automatics and 
most AWD vehicles 
are not towable as 
produced by the 
factory. You need to 
carefully read MotorHome’s annual Guide to Dinghy Towing, 
which lists vehicles approved by their manufacturers for 
towing along with answering many other questions, and it is 
also available on our website at www.motorhome.com.

By Ken Freund

Dinghy-Towing Questions

QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN
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We Specialize in  
Diesel Pushers

• Trailing Arm Replacement Kits and  
Ride Enhancement Kits for Monaco,  

Roadmaster, Freightliner, Ford.
• Try us for all hard to find  
or out of production parts.

• Visit us at our  
New Service Center in Coburg, OR 

• Custom-tuned “Platinum Series” Shocks  
manufactured exclusively for SEI by Bilstein USA.

OEM DISTRIBUTOR  
FOR RADIATORS, CHARGE 

AIR COOLERS AND OIL 
COOLERS FOR MONACO, 
ROADMASTER, COUNTRY 
COACH AND WESTERN RV

OEM DISTRIBUTOR 

YOUR  
FIRST SOURCE 

FOR RV CHASSIS 
PERFORMANCE!

Trailing Arm Kits

4 Bag Ride  
Enhancement Kits

Charge Air Coolers

541-343-0293 
www.RV-CHASSIS.com

hitch. Additionally, the equalizer 
hitches place rotational torquing loads 
on the receiver and frame rails, etc. 
It must be understood that the frame 
rails on a chassis are not the only 
components carrying trailer hitch 
loads. In a motorhome of the type 
you have, the  fl oor, back wall, side 
walls and roof all share parts of the 
stress because of unitized construc-
tion. These stresses are the engineer’s 
concern with an equalizer hitch, which 
may exceed the design’s structural 
limits under certain operating 
conditions, and one that the average 
technician or dealer probably wouldn’t 
be knowledgeable or concerned about. 
If the loaded trailer actually weighs 
3,850 pounds, and hitch weight should 
be about 10 percent of that, or 385 
pounds, you are slightly above the 
factory-recommended limit of 350 
pounds. By culling out a few items, 
you should be able to bring the weight 
down to within limits. You might need 
to store something heavy in a storage 
compartment, etc. However, don’t 
move the heavy stuff to the back of 
the trailer to reduce hitch weight; 
this could cause a dangerous sway 
condition. Air bags could be used to 
bring the rear of the motorhome back 
up to level instead of using the
equalizer-hitch function.

Air-Conditioning Parts Source
I am writing in response to the “A/C 
Compressor Failure” question in the 
December 2016 issue. For older RVs 
that have experienced A/C component 
failures, I must recommend an excellent 
gentleman, Richard, and his site www.
soldbyrichard.com. He is very knowl-
edgeable and seems to have all the odd 
parts older RVs require. With his parts 
and knowledge I was able to overhaul 
my own 1997 Holiday Rambler’s air-
conditioning unit with no previous 
experience.
Paul Cicerone | Tampa, Florida

Thanks for sharing this tip, Paul. Parts 
for older models can be hard to come 
by, and this may help a few readers.

Tire Cupping
I’m wondering if I’m doing 
something wrong. On our fi rst 

motorhome, a 2008 Tuscany, the front 
Goodyear G670 tires had to be replaced 
at 23,000 miles with severe cupping 
on the shoulders; the service center 
blamed it on bad shocks, which were 
replaced. I just took our new coach, a 
2015 Entegra, in for alignment due to 
noticeable vibration at 45-55 MPH. I am 
being told the alignment was good but 
I need to replace the front Goodyear 
G670 tires at 22,000 miles because 
minor cupping on the shoulders is 
causing the vibration. Both coaches 
were properly weighed and I 
maintained infl ation per the Goodyear 
load/pressure chart for this series. 
Neither coach displayed a pull or other 
signs of misalignment while driving. 
I’ve heard rumors about shoulder wear 
issues with the G670 series and con-
sidering Michelin instead. Any advice?
Bob Garrott | Young Harris, Georgia

Vibrations that start above 45 
MPH are generally caused by tire 

imbalance, not alignment. Cupping 
(a scalloped indentation in the tread 
surface that repeats around the cir-
cumference) can be caused by several 
factors, but once they are cupped 
they stay that way, even if you rotate 
them to a rear position. Some chassis 
designs tend to be more prone to this 
than others.

Basically, the tire is bouncing up 
and down or oscillating as it rotates 
at speed. This can happen because 
the tire-and-wheel assembly is out of 
balance because the shock absorbers 
are weak (which can include fairly 
new original equipment) due to loose 
suspension or steering-linkage parts 
or wheel bearings that allow the tire to 
wiggle or wobble as it spins; misalign-
ment or incorrect infl ation can also 
affect this and cause the wear to occur 
on the edges, etc. Several of these 
factors working in combination can 
also cause cupping. I suggest that you 
rotate the tires, and start fresh with tire 
balancing, a thorough inspection of the 
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front end and an alignment check. Keep 
an eye on tire inflation and wear, and 
avoid bumping curbs or hitting potholes 
as much as possible.

Tire-Failure Recourse
My Class C motorhome was 
equipped with Michelin tires. They 

are three years old and had 27,000 
miles on them. I experienced two tire 
blowouts on the front, within four days, 
on two different interstates. They were 
both very violent blowouts that caused 
quite a bit of damage to my coach. My 
question is, what recourse do I have 
for the tires? And also for the body 
damage that also occurred?
Joyce Coffey | Via email

Generally,  there are several steps 
you should take with tire failures. 

Check the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration website (www.
nhtsa.gov) and the tire manufacturer’s 
website (or check with a dealer of the 
brand) for safety recalls. If there are 
none on that series of tire, you should 
check if the tire is still in warranty. 

The tires in question should be 
inspected by an expert to determine 
the cause of failure, so they should 
not be discarded. Depending on the 
cause of failure and the age of the 
tire, the tire manufacturer may (or 
may not) offer an adjustment. The 
same goes for the body damage. For 
example, if the tires were damaged 
due to overloading or underinflation, 
it may decline responsibility. In that 
case you might pursue your insurance 
carrier for damages. Finally, if you 
have exhausted other avenues, you can 
consider taking the matter to small 
claims court. Most jurisdictions have 
websites where you can find out how 
to file.

Running the Roof Air  
Conditioner

In the December 2016 issue, 
you replied to a person who had 

trouble fixing their dash air-condi-
tioning unit, saying “In a pinch you can 
run the generator and roof A/C.” I am 

a relatively new RV owner (one year 
with a wonderful 2004 Itasca Sunova). I 
thought, not knowing otherwise, it was 
OK to run the generator and roof A/C 
while driving. It would seem that the 
dash A/C only wouldn’t cool a 28-foot 
or larger RV. Please advise others and 
me about this subject. 
Dave Rueschhoff | Lawrence, Kansas

There’s nothing wrong with 
running the generator and roof air 

conditioner. However, I prefer to only 
use it if the dash air is unable to keep 
the passengers comfortable. When 
you are driving, you have to run the 
motorhome engine anyway, so there’s 
less total wear and tear (and lower fuel 
consumption) than running both the 
generator and roof air. 

Brighter Lights?
We have a 2015 Newmar 3921 
Canyon Star and I am very 

unhappy with the headlights. I can’t 
believe that I am the only one with a 
complaint. Is there anything I can do 
to improve the lights, for example, 
different bulbs or adding on additional 
running lights? Please advise. 
Udo Koch | Forked River, New Jersey

That’s a nice motorhome, and 
it already has a pair of low-

mounted driving or fog lights. 
First, have you checked that 

all the lights are aimed properly? 
If any are aimed poorly, fixing that 
would be a cheap solution. Next, I 
would take a headlight bulb out and 
determine what type and wattage 
it is. Some people install higher 
wattage aftermarket bulbs; just don’t 
go too far, as the increased heat can 
cause problems, along with dazzling 
oncoming drivers or those who you 
pull up behind in traffic. 

Another option is upgrading to 
HID lighting in either the headlamps 
or driving lights or both. HID lights 
use slightly less current, yet produce 
a more powerful light beam. Before 
doing so, check with the Department 
of Motor Vehicles to verify that what 
you’re doing passes safety inspection.

COACH & POWERTRAIN
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The Dometic 310 RV toilet series off ers the best of all worlds. A value priced 
toilet, the 310 model features revolutionary PowerFlush technology, a new 
slow-close seat and a full-size ceramic bowl to deliver the comfort and beauty 
of a residential toilet. Available in white or bone, two profi les and the option of 
a hand sprayer, the 310 is the perfect replacement for your current RV toilet.

Our cooking, sanitation and climate products will make you feel right at 
home, no matter where you are.

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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COACH & POWERTRAIN

WHY GET A 
LEVELING SYSTEM?

NO CRANKING.
NO CRAWLING.
NO CURSING.

HWH® BIAXIS® Hydraulic Leveling Systems make leveling your 
5th wheel or Sprinter chassis motorhome hassle-free. Powerful 
straight-acting jacks activate in pairs to prevent frame twist and 
to minimize RV sway and rock. Touch panel leveling eliminates 
cranking or crawling on the ground to position blocks or ramps. 
HWH’s exclusive Leveleze® Light System shows you at a glance 
which side or end needs raising or lowering. 

5th Wheel Leveling Systems with Landing Gear feature 
smooth-operating power jacks that replace clunky, high-effort 
manual landing gear plus rear jacks that level and stabilize the 
rear of the coach. 

Sprinter Class B and B+ Leveling Systems feature jacks in 
specially engineered and reinforced assemblies to lift, level and 
stabilize these compact motorhomes safely.

5TH WHEEL 
& SPRINTERS

CW
09

46
66

SPRINTERS& SPRINTERSSPRINTERS

Straight-acting 
jacks

Power unit

Power extend 
jacks

Computerized leveling

CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

Good Sam 

Club Members

LOW
EST INSTALLED 

PRICE GUARANTEED!

CW094666_HWH ad_Mar TL.indd   1 12/16/16   4:53 PM

Engine Pre-Lube?
In reference to the “Diesel Storage” 
letter (December 2016) regarding 

starting engines that have been in 
storage for 30 days or more, I contacted 
my Cummins rep here in Seattle and he 
stated the later engines, such as my ISF 
400, do not have a way to disconnect the 
fuel-shutoff solenoid. He suggested that 
I search to see if someone sells a system 
that would circulate the oil before the 
coach is started. Any information on 
such a system?
Dale Wilkins | Gig Harbor, Washington

Yes, there are a number of 
products made for this. One 

is Insta-Lube Engine Pre-Lube Kit 
available at www.engineprelube.com. 
This one is fairly easy to install, and not 
too costly.

Batteries Keep Going Dead — Tip
This is in regard to the letter “Batteries 

Keep Going Dead” in the December 
2016 issue. I had a similar problem 
in Alaska with a 1998 V-10 Rexair 
motorhome. There is a wiring junction 
connector under the engine on the 
passenger side that can go bad. I 
was lucky, as my tech had seen this 
problem before.  
Douglas Bell | Glendale, Arizona

Thanks for writing, Douglas. Actual 
owner experience with motorhomes is 
hard to beat. This will likely help others.

Another Satisfied Reader
I just wanted to say thank-you for your 
tech advice in the “Tire Failures” letter 
in the September 2016 issue. We had 
a blowout on our 2013 Sunseeker. 
I checked the rest of my tires and 
found out they were all under recall. I 
contacted Michelin’s website to get an 
authorized tire dealer and was happy 
to see my local Discount Tire Store was 
authorized. (continued on page 112)D
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1  According to TopConsumerReviews.com, available on TopConsumerReviews.com published on 9/22/2016. 
* Price reflective of $5 Auto Renewal Discount. Introductory rate available for new members only. Camping World Merchandise Certificate will be mailed in membership kit and will arrive within two weeks. Benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, 
Alabama, Utah, and Virginia; and by A�nity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure which can be found at www.GoodSamRoadside.com/MBBs 
** Information obtained from AAA of Colorado Plus RV plan at Colorado.aaa.com on 11/9/2016. 
© 2017 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GRA51662 F2- 1016 

Visit GoodSamRoadside.com for more information.

Get more for your money, with Good Sam Roadside Assistance.

FEATURES & BENEFITS AAA**

Unlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service Center YES NO

Member, Spouse and Dependent Children Covered – FREE YES NO

RV, Autos, Boat Trailers, Motorcycles Covered YES NO

Coverage in US, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, US Virgin Islands YES NO

Flat Tire Change and Roadside RV Tire Delivery YES NO

Certified RV technicians on staff and the nation’s  
largest RV-specific dispatch network YES NO

$175 + $75 
per additional driver

FEATURES & BENEFITS AAA**AAA**AAA
Unlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service Center YES NO

$175 + $75

GOOD SAM ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE received a top ranking for 
roadside assistance programs from TopConsumerReviews.com1

Unlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service CenterUnlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service CenterUnlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service CenterUnlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service CenterUnlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service CenterUnlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service CenterUnlimited Distance Towing to the Nearest Service Center

TopConsumerReviews.com

RANKED

#1

Call Now 1-800-999-5717

$799579$11795
$$$$$79797979797995959595*

1 YR

$117.95
$7995* BONUS 

CASH
$15 

(BONUS CASH Good at Camping World SuperCenters)

PLUS $15 Bonus Cash FREE 
(Good at Camping World SuperCenters)

107 GS ROADSIDE ASSIST.indd   12/28/16   3:20 PM   - 107 -    (Cyan)107 GS ROADSIDE ASSIST.indd   12/28/16   3:20 PM   - 107 -    (Magenta)107 GS ROADSIDE ASSIST.indd   12/28/16   3:20 PM   - 107 -    (Yellow)107 GS ROADSIDE ASSIST.indd   12/28/16   3:20 PM   - 107 -    (BlacK)



108  MotorHome  March 2017 

For information on Marketplace Advertising rates contact Terry Thompson at 206-310-6234RV MARKETPLACE

DESTINATIONS
ARK ANSAS

IDAHO

The Finest/Toughest Bikecover 
Built To Beat The Weather

• Made of 600D Canvas
• Call for Colors Available
• 3 Sizes Available
• Made in the USA

USARoadbag.com
(208) 660-6351

• Great camping     
• Less crowded, less expensive
• Amazing outdoor recreation
• Breathtaking scenery  
• Friendly, helpful people

FREE! 
IDAHO RV
Campground 
Directory

15-M-03-110M

 






 





 












RV
IDAHO




 


RVIdaho.org

RVERS
LOVE

IDAHO!

RV
IDAHO

Made by Glen 
Raven Mills

Mississippi River State Park

ArkansasStateParks.com

52 STATE 
PARKS.

52 WEEKS. 
COINCIDENCE?
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Potomac River WF home in So. Maryland with 
outstanding garage for parking RVs indoor 
to protect home on wheels on seven acres. 
Call Mary Lilly at Coldwell Banker Jay Lilly 
Real Estate for information at 301-752-1980 
or 301-752-1979

RV Resort Home w/RV Lot - Orlando, FL 
Complete Remodel, Full Hookups, Carports,  
3 Sheds. Too many extras to list. Deeded Lots. 
$155,000 Invested-Reduced $123,900.  
Call Rich for Info & Pics 407-257-8558    

MAIL FORWARDING

High Quality Mail Forwarding  State-of-the-art 
Acct Mgmt tools! Req scans for urgent letters 
& contents. Mail shipped on your sched. Auto 
obvious junk mail shredding. Unique phys address 
in FL. No State income tax. Plans as low as $9/mo. 
877-388-2753 • www.goodsammailservice.com

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates 
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$ 
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel 
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties 
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!!   

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

3 Locations in So. California! 800-961-4464 
San Marcos-Off Hwy 78-Camping World 
Accessory Store on Site. 
Santee - Off Hwy 67 @ Riverford 
Palm Desert - Off I-10 @ Washington St. 
Over 400 Motorhomes & Towables! 
HOLLANDRVCENTERS.COM      

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas 
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village 
Rentals available for Pull-throughs, 
Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas 
956-585-5568 www.bentsenpalm.com   
                 

Bella Terra announces the fi nest RV port-homes in 
America. Home & Lot begins at $249,000. Come see 
using our 4 day/3 night $99 Stay & Play at Bella 
Terra or Test a Port-Home for $299. Call 
866-417-2416 OR visit ReunionPointe.com 
Richard@ReunionPointe.com (321-223-9043)   

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT - FROSTPROOF, FLA 
•Manufactured Home Lots, RV Port Lots 
•New Home/Lot Packages from the $120s 
•1-863-635-3685. www.lilylake.com  

Ultimate Priv RV Home - N. Georgia 
Climate controlled RV Barn, 13+ ac, 8800+  
sq. ft. house. 3-12’x14’ garage drs & 2 wash 
racks. Call Alex 678-642-8227 for info & pics

ACCESSORIES

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint -- 
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV & 
Ozone resistant -- good to 300˚ F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com  
       

Hard To Find RV Wipers-2 Screw Bayonet Mount 
Available in 26” & 28”  Call 855-LUBEUDO or 
Order Online at www.LubeUDo.com 
Don’t Overpay ~ Do it yourself and SAVE!

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991 
To buy 800-272-0401 
To sell 800-952-0401 
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.     

HELP WANTED

SEEKING HIGHLY MOTIVATED COUPLES looking 
for an opportunity in advertising sales while 
traveling in your RV. Good Sam needs highly 
qualifi ed, self-motivated couples with proven 
sales experience in closing deals & selling 
intangible products. Couples will represent 
Good Sam RV Travel & Savings Guide & our 
digital assets as self-employed, independent 
contractors working on a commission based  
income. Meet face-to-face with customers 
selling print & digital advertising while gathering 
accurate data & applying Good Sam’s criteria in 
evaluating RV parks & campgrounds & be in an 
assigned territory from early Spring-Fall. Must 
be: Digital & tech savvy, profi cient in Excel & Word, 
detail oriented, organized & have impeccable customer 
service skills. Email: MaryEllen.Foster@goodsam.com 
with your name, address, phone & include in the 
subject line: AC Desk MAG

Demonstrate & sell healthy cooking systems 
at RV Shows & Expos. High Commissions. 
Write off travel expenses. $800 - $1,500 
a weekend. www.CookingShowHost.com 

HOMES FOR SALE

 

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas 
Retama Village -  Supersites $50s.  
RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.  
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com            
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I BUY MOTORHOMES 
CALL KIRK...Regardless of your payoff! 
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours. 
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!! 
NATIONWIDE 210-363-1141    

WANTED 
Have Cash, Will Travel 
2005 & newer gas & diesel coaches 
2005 & newer toy hauler 
www.rvgone.com 
Nationwide Pick Up. Toll Free 1-800-669-1807

We can sell your RV Fast & for the Highest Price 
Florida’s #1 Consignment RV Sales Center 
Conveniently located on the Space Coast in  
Titusville, FL. Pickup available. Visit us at 
Eaglespriderv.com or call Al @ 321-383-4495

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

SELL YOUR RV ONLINE AT RVT.com! 
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a Free or Until Sold Ad. 
80,000 RVs for Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings. 
RVT.com or call 1-877-705-0025

RV ONLINE - visit us at RVONLINE.COM 
Buying or selling an RV? 
$39.95, 4 month Nationwide Ad! 
1000’s have listed and SOLD -- 831-475-5533    

LIST YOUR RV FOR SALE, BUYERS WAITING 
•••www.RVclearinghouse.com••• 
WE WILL FINANCE YOUR RV BUYER 
RVs of all types. Diesel, Gas, Trailers, 5ers, Toads 
www.RVFINANCING.COM  

RV FINANCING

THE ORIGINAL RV FINANCING ONLINE 
LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE 
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES 
www.RVFINANCING.COM 
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424   

RV SPACES FOR RENT

LARGE RV SPACES 55+, Bellfl ower, CA 
POOL, CLUBHOUSE, ACTIVITIES, WIFI 
Website: rosewoodland.com/mhp 
Rosewoodrvpark@gmail.com 562-867-3227             

RV WARRANTIES

www.RVWARRANTY.COM 
RV EXTENDED SERVICE CONTRACTS 
Get your FREE quote here 
www.RVWARRANTY.COM RV 

888-783-4009
FREE PICKUP

MotorHomeFinders.com

FAST CASH  FOR
2002-2015 GAS OR

DIESEL MOTOR HOMES 

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME 
We need clean, late model motorhomes 
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign 
vogtrv.com - (817) 831-4222       

WANTED USED DIESELS 
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS 
NATIONWIDE PICKUP 
(602) 421-3870   

I BUY MOTORHOMES 
CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff! 
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours. 
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!! 
NATIONWIDE 210-287-2628    

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes. 
All makes and models.No hassles.  
For instant cash call Keith Roy  
(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.   

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER 
Cash for your late model gas or 
diesel motorhome.  Will buy nationwide. 
Toll free 866-803-6787  www.futuresrv.com   

NATIONWIDE RV BUYER 
Searching for 2005 and newer Pre-Owned RVs 
Call 303.717.0880 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com 
www.rvbuyerswest.com   

MOTORHOMES WANTED

We’ll Buy Your Motorhome

*Will Buy Towables on West Coast

Cash paid today for your RV

Call today to see 
how much your RV 

might be worth

Contact Wes at 855-902-9118

$ RV BUYERS OF AMERICA $  
WE BUY YEAR 2003 & NEWER DIESEL 

& GAS • FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP  
TOLL FREE  1-888-782-8987  

www.rvbuyersusa.com 
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE 

WANTED:
2003 & Newer Gas or Diesel 
“A “B” or “C” Motorhomes

Instant Cash
Nationwide Pick-up

Contact Mike at
(509)994-0718

mmohondro@freedomrvusa.com
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SERVICES

TAX FREE Montana Vehicle Registration

Avoid high licensing fees and sales tax

Assisting clients worldwide with Montana 
vehicle registration for over 19 years.

Jared S. Heggen, Licensed Attorney 
888-777-5032 | heggenlawof�ce.com

Register your Vehicle & SAVE THOUSANDS

NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE 
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass   
All makes and models, National warranty  
$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527     

$800 for a 1 day MT LLC and RV Registration 
All fees incl. Plates in your hands in 3 days. 
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com 
Call for more info 406-552-0004.

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE! 
We guarantee BEST service and price 
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding 
Call    888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net       

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE 
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed 
Montana Attorney for an understanding of 
LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals 
to get a comprehensive explanation. 
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com  

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS 
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save  
over the past 20 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for  
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com 
Mountain States Consulting   800-565-4504   

PAY NO SALES TAX 
Get the Facts, not the Hype 
Speak to an Attorney, not a Salesman 
Three Montana Attorneys on Staff 
Bennett Law Offi ce, P.C., Missoula, MT 
www.bennettlawoffi cepc.com  866-543-5803        

TOURS

Guided RV Tours & Rallies 
Lower 48•Alaska•Canada•Mexico•Overseas 
Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-872-7897 or  
www.adventurecaravans.com   

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES 
Pre-Planned Routes, Expert Guides and 
Safe Travel-North America & Overseas. 
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496

CLASSIFIED RATES

Display Classifi ed Advertising Rate

1” ad B/W ........................................... $395
2” ad B/W ........................................... $675
Add $75 for color. 
Frequency discounts apply.

Optional Red Type

For your ad to appear in red type, add $50  
for Commercial ad, add $25 for Private Party

Photos

For ad with picture, add $65 (B/W or color 
print acceptable; high-resolution digital 
image preferred).
Limit one photo per ad.

How To Place An Ad

Submit ad copy by mail, email or fax. 
Please include your name, address and 
phone number. Mail: Send with payment 
(check; money order; VISA, MC, Discover 
or American Express number, signature 
and expiration date) to: 

MotorHome Classifi eds
Attention: Katey Purgatorio
3431 S. 257th Street
Kent, WA 98032

Questions:  Phone 847-229-6756 
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com
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 Free Travel Information with Reader 
 Service numbers on next page.
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FREE TRAVEL INFORMATION
MARCH 2017

ALASKA 
From breathtaking glaciers and mountains 
to wildlife, you don’t want to miss Alaska. 
Get your FREE Alaska Official State Vacation 
Planner today! Call 866-421-6000 or visit www.
TravelAlaska.com/mo. Circle 150 on Reader 
Service Card.

See more of Alaska aboard our fleet of 11 state 
ferries. We travel a route so special it has been 
designated a National Scenic Byway and All-
American Road. Learn more at www.FerryAlaska.
com/mh. Circle 151 on Reader Service Card.

North to Alaska. Experience the Ultimate North 
American Road Trip, and epic adventure that 
takes you through Alberta, British Columbia, and 
the Yukon on your way to Alaska. www.Ultimate 
NorthAmericanRoadTrip.com/mth. Circle 168 on 
Reader Service Card.

ARKANSAS 
Hook up your rig at Arkansas State Parks’ 
campsites and enjoy all the campground en-
hancements. Scenic lake, river and mountain 
settings. Outdoor recreation choices abound. Call 
888-287-2757, or visit www.arkansasstateparks.
com. Circle 152 on Reader Service Card.

Only Hot Springs National Park in Arkansas has 
so many unique things to do — from our famous 
thermal baths to an amazing botanical garden, 
fine dining and more! Visit www.hotsprings.
org, or call 888-SPA-CITY. Circle 153 on Reader 
Service Card. 

Arkansas’ DeGray Resort State Park offers 
lakeside campsites, golf, trails, tennis, swimming, 
boating, fishing, horseback riding and an island 
lodge with restaurant. Call 800-737-8355, or visit 
www.degray.com. Circle 154 on Reader Service 
Card. 

FLORIDA 
With more than 120 miles of islands connected 
by bridges, the Florida Keys is a designated 
National Marine Sanctuary. Come and enjoy the 
spectacular natural wonders. Call 800-FLA-KEYS, 
or visit www.fla-keys.com. Circle 155 on Reader 
Service Card.

Camp under the trees at Florida State Parks. Sites 
feature water, electricity and a dump station. For 
more information, visit www.floridastateparks.org, 
or call 850-245-2157. For reservations, go to www.
reserveamerica.com. Circle 156 on Reader Service 
Card.

The premiere Lake Harris RV Resort with marina 
on Lake Harris has 336 luxury sites, cable TV, 
9-hole exec. golf, pool, 120 lighted wet slips, 
inside storage to 32 feet. Call 800-254-9993, or 
visit www.lakeharrisresort.com. Circle 157 on 
Reader Service Card. 

IDAHO
Idaho Travel Council. Stretch your imagination 
and budget with a vacation to Idaho, to keep you 
smiling after your vacation ends. Order a free 

travel guide at www.visitidaho.org, or call 800-
VISIT-ID. Circle 158 on Reader Service Card.

Idaho RV Campgrounds Association. RV IDAHO! 
The scenery is breathtaking, outdoor recreation is 
legendary and the folks are friendly. Stay awhile 
and play in Idaho. For a free RV/campground 
guide, call 800-VISIT-ID, or visit www.rvidaho.
org. Circle 159 on Reader Service Card. 

MISSOURI 
Free Missouri Vacation Planner. For fun places 
and great memories, enjoy a Missouri escape! 
Plan yours at 800-519-1500, ext. 89, or www.
visitmo.com. While online, check out our valuable 
money-saving coupons. Circle 160 on Reader 
Service Card.

The beautiful 54,000-acre Lake of the Ozarks 
offers a breathtaking panorama plus 261 holes of 
golf, fishing, a premium outlet mall, music shows, 
show caves, water parks, two state parks. Call 
800-FUNLAKE or visit www.funlake.com. Circle 
161 on Reader Service Card. 

MONTANA 
Epic views bookended by Glacier and Yellow-
stone national parks. Friendly locals sharing the 
unexpected and maybe their huckleberry pie. For 
your free Montana guidebook, call 800-VISIT-MT, 
or go to www.visitmt.com. Circle 162 on Reader 
Service Card. 

Visit Glacier National Park and satisfy your sixth 
sense — adventure, golf, hike, fly-fish, raft, cycle 
and more. Call 800-338-5072, or visit www.
glaciermt.com. Circle 163 on Reader Service Card. 

OHIO 
Ohio State Parks. Discover Ohio at any of our 57 
state-park campgrounds. Open year-round: hiking, 
golf, swimming, picnicking, boating, nature 
programs. Call 866-OHIOPARKS for reservations, 
or visit http://parks.ohiodnr.gov. Circle 164 on 
Reader Service Card. 

WYOMING 
Buffalo Bill’s Cody/Yellowstone Country, 
Wyoming: Rodeos, history, culture, outdoor 
adventure, recreation, tours, wildlife and Yellow-
stone National Park. Enjoy fine dining, museums, 
shopping, music and more. Call 800-393-2639, or 
visit www.yellowstonecountry.org. Circle 165 on 
Reader Service Card. 

Experience an adventure full of the spirit that is 
forever West. The Grand Tetons, Yellowstone, 
Devils Tower and more. Wyoming. Forever West. 
Call 800-225-5996, or visit www.wyoming 
tourism.org. Circle 166 on Reader Service Card. 

CANADA
Crossing the Trans-Canada Yellowhead Highway 
is a journey into Canadian history, including 
prairie mysteries and mountain legends. Request 
your free travel guide and map to explore the 
Yellowhead Highway. Visit www.yellowheadit.
com or call 877-Go-Yello. Circle 167 on Reader 
Service Card. 

MotorHome’s Free Travel Information helps RVers with trip planning. The following  
attractions, states and Canadian province offer free information about their facilities. To 
request materials, tear out the postage-paid card opposite the Advertisers Index, circle the 
numbers that correspond to your selections, fill out the card and drop it in the mail. For faster 
service, visit www.motorhome.com/info and request your information online, and visit each 
listing’s website for immediate information.

Contact our experts: 
Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750 
Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 
93036 (please include your name, city 
and state). Selected letters will be an-
swered in the magazine, but time does 
not permit individual replies.

Have a Tech Question?

COACH & POWERTRAIN
(continued from page 106)

I made an appointment, and three 
days later we have a total of seven new 
tires. I will continue to keep my subscrip-
tion for many years to come thanks to 
your handy information.  
Jim and Karen Fischer | Bloomington, 
Minnesota

I’m glad to hear this; it makes my day 
when this column helps people. Thanks 
for writing, and for others out there, 
check the NHTSA site regularly.

Low-Voltage Concerns
I keep hearing of the dangers of 
voltage, sometimes below 104, 

at older RV parks. We have a 2016 
Tiffin Allegro with a Surge Guard that I 
understand provides protection for high-
voltage spikes, but I don’t know about 
low voltage. Several people recommend 
upgrading to a Progressive Industries 
EMS. As a newbie that understands 
little about electrical components, I’m 
somewhat confused. Is an upgrade 
overkill?
Lou Martin | Via email

Progressive Industries’ top-of-
the-line model does have over- 

and under-voltage protection. It is 
being discontinued, and a new model 
is coming out, so you might be able to 
save some money if you get the older 
model. Whether you need it depends 
a lot on when and where you use your 
motorhome. If you frequently connect to 
older campground wiring, especially in 
hot weather when everybody is running 
their air conditioners, this could be a 
good investment. You should at least 
be using a gauge that monitors voltage, 
and check it before hooking up to 
shorepower. 
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Stowmaster All-Terrain

Sterling All-Terrain, 6-wire

Falcon 2BlackHawk 2 All-Terrain

Falcon All-Terrain Tow Bar 6000 lb. weight rating

6000 lb. weight rating

6000 lb. weight rating10,000 lb. weight rating

6000 lb. weight rating

BASIC TOW PACKAGE

INCLUDES: 
• TOW BAR 
• BRACKETS

• ACCESSORY KIT
• INSTALLATION 

PREMIUM TOW PACKAGE

INCLUDES: 
• TOW BAR 
• BRACKETS

• ACCESSORY KIT 
• INSTALLATION 

PLUS—GUARDIAN TOW SHIELD 

INCLUDES: 
• TOW BAR 
• BRACKETS

• ACCESSORY KIT 
•  GUARDIAN TOW SHIELD

• INSTALLATION 
PLUS—INVISIBRAKE

ULTIMATE TOW PACKAGE

TOW LIKE A PRO
SELECT A PACKAGE THAT BEST SUITS YOUR NEEDS

CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

LOWEST  

INSTALLED 

PRICE GUARANTEED 

for Good Sam Club Members
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Afew years back, I packed up my rig and motored all the way to Southern 
California for one simple reason: I was looking to get a big, wet kiss.

Now, before you go off thinking I’m some sort of love-starved loony, 
you might want to inquire just who it was I was so intent on smooching: The short 
answer is that it was an exotic, heavyset girl named Allua.

Okay, truth be told, Allua is a 
snow-white, 2,000-pound beluga whale 
that makes her home at SeaWorld 
San Diego (seaworldparks.com/en/
seaworld-sandiego). We were brought 
together by the park’s Beluga Interac-
tion Program, where the highlight of 
the 20-minute session is when the 
whales — which always seem to be 
smiling like they’re up to something, 
now that I think about it — swim up 
to plant a great big wet one on each 
participant’s cheek. And, let me tell 
you, kisses don’t come any bigger and 
wetter than hers.

While I’m unlikely to forget her 
cold, rubbery lips, I can tell you that 
this is just one of the memorable inter-
species interactions I’ve had over the 
years. And the best part is that you can 
have them, too. 

That’s because SeaWorld’s beluga 
love fest is just one example of the 
many animal encounter programs out 
there. 

Take the Backstage Penguin Pass 
and Sea Otter Experience programs 
at New Orleans’ Audubon Aquarium 
of the Americas (800-774-7394, www.

audubonnatureinstitute.org/aquarium), 
for example. I’ve waddled around with 
endangered African penguins here, and 
would go back to do a meet-and-greet 
with the otters in a heartbeat. 

Then there was the Dolphin 
Discovery program at the Dolphin 
Connection (888-251-3674, www.
dolphinconnection.com) in the Florida 
Keys. Rubbing the smooth bellies of 
Atlantic bottlenose dolphins was fun, 
but being able to actually swim with 
them in their tropical lagoon is an 
experience I won’t soon forget.

I’ve had my share of adventures 
with land-based creatures too. Like 
having an exclusive audience with the 
cheetahs at Winston, Oregon’s Wildlife 
Safari (541-679-6761, www.wildlife
safari.net). Heck, my son — a longtime 
cheetah lover — even has a work of art 

on his wall painted by the paws of one 
of these lithe cats. Lions and tigers and 
bears (oh my!), plus giraffes, hippos 
and elephants are all waiting to meet 
you on your visit here.

Look, the point of telling you this 
is simple: I encourage you to take 
advantage of these programs wherever 
you fi nd them. You name the critter, 
and odds are some zoo or aquarium 
offers an experience that will allow you 
to meet them face to furry little face. 
Seek them out online, or just check 
into it on your next visit, and I think 
you’ll be surprised with what you fi nd. 

The one thing all these animal 
encounter programs have in common 
is that they allow us to mingle with 
species we’re unlikely to even see 
anywhere else. Which is a neat thing in 
and of itself. 

Then there’s the more metaphysi-
cal aspect. Namely, that they allow you 
to look into the eyes of another sentient 
being, and know that they’re looking 
back as curious about you as you are 
about them.

It is largely immaterial where you 
go and which creatures you choose.
What matters most is that you take the 
time to have a true interspecies inter-
action, however brief. 

Ultimately, you can’t help but be 
a richer person for having done so. 
Which, when it comes right down to it, 
is sort of the reason we’re all out here 
traveling along The Road Ahead. 

THE ROAD AHEAD

Walk On
The Wild Side
Interspecies interactions can make 
for lifelong memories
By Alan Rider
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Animal Magnetism 

The Backstage Penguin Pass at Audubon Aquarium 
allows visitors to meet endangered African penguins 
up close and personal. The author gets his smooch 
from Allua, a 1-ton beluga whale, at SeaWorld.

“ You name the critter, and odds are some zoo or 
aquarium offers an experience that will allow you 
to meet them face to furry little face.”
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• Large homes now available with RV pads •

• Active-Adult Activities
• BBQ-Patio Area
• Billiards Room
• Card Room
• Ceramics
• Clubhouse
• • Computer Lab

• Arts & Craft Room
• Recreation Hall
• Fitness Center
• Horseshoe Pits
• Pet Agility Area
• Pickleball
• • Quilting & Sewing Room

• Shuffleboard
• Swimming Pool & Spa
• Tennis Courts
• Themed Parties
•  Walking Paths
•  Private  Vista
• •  Wood Carving

Welcome to Montesa at Gold Canyon—where you can keep active, make long-lasting friendships 
and enjoy the life you deserve. Located at the foot of Superstition Mountain, you’ll get lost in the 
serene panoramic views and the wide open spaces. 

We’re close to several golf resorts, lakes, hiking and shopping. With all we offer,  you’ll never run 
out of things to keep you busy. Now’s the time to live the resort lifestyle you’ve earned.

CALL US TODAY
(888) 325-0936

TO BOOK A HOME AND COMMUNITY TOUR

MontesaHomes.com

WE’RE HERE
EVERY DAY

TO WELCOME
YOU HOME.

Cal-Am Properties, Circle 106 on Reader Service Card
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Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 121 on Reader Service Card

116 NEWELL COACH.indd   12/28/16   3:19 PM   - 116 -    (Cyan)116 NEWELL COACH.indd   12/28/16   3:19 PM   - 116 -    (Magenta)116 NEWELL COACH.indd   12/28/16   3:19 PM   - 116 -    (Yellow)116 NEWELL COACH.indd   12/28/16   3:19 PM   - 116 -    (BlacK)




