
IT’S A SHOWDOWN: TOP RV GPS MODELS GO HEAD TO HEAD

PLUS
WE HAND OUT OUR ANNUAL 
RV OOPS AWARDS

HOLIDAY ROADS
Soak Up the Sun in Arizona and Florida

BREATH OF FRESH AIR
Classic Tiffi n Zephyr Diesel

GO BIG 
OR GO HOME
Forest River’s Berkshire XL pusher

REGENCY RV NATIONAL TRAVELER CLASS B

ORDER UP!
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As you have read in these pages, 
2018 has been a yearlong celebration 
for MotorHome’s unheralded 50th an-
niversary and its relationship with all 
things RV. From the early Model T’s of 
the 1900s to the fuel-effi cient push of 
the 2000s on up to the high-tech luxury 
coaches of today (what, no fl ying cars?), 
MotorHome has been a mainstay in the 
RV lifestyle, and we plan to continue 
that for another 50 years or more.

Our journey through the past half-
century of our favorite RV publication 
offi cially concludes this month with 
the fi nal installment of Pages From 
the Past (page 16), this one focusing 
on the evolution of the perfect gift 
for motorhome enthusiasts since the 
magazine’s inception as a buyers guide 
back in 1968. And, though the vehicles, 
products and even the destinations 
have in fact changed dramatically, the 
idea of brotherhood and community 
among motorhome owners has not, 
nor will it ever. A motorhome life is 
still the sweetest life. 

Throughout MotorHome’s half-
century of bringing travel, tech and 

lifestyle to the RV enthusiast, we have 
seen 10 presidents in the Oval Offi ce, 
and 20 different Super Bowl champions 
have been crowned (with several 
repeat winners). The Good Sam Club 
has blossomed from a small, niche 
organization into an internationally 
recognizable brand that now includes 
more than 2 million members. 

We were there for the fi rst moon 
landing in 1969. We witnessed the fall 
of the Berlin Wall in 1989, and were on 
alert when the new millennium came 
and went with nary a Y2K-induced 
whimper. We stood united following 
the tragic events of September 11, 
2001, honoring the heroes who 
proudly serve our great country. We 
persevered through the recession that 
followed several years later, where 
we watched as many top RV manu-
facturers and brands were forced to 
shutter their doors. And as we march 
toward the futuristic-sounding year 
2020, we’re still going strong, in search 

ON RAMP

Onward
By Kristopher Bunker
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Contributors | December

Ann Eichenmuller is a Virginia writer 
who loves traveling with husband, 
Eric, in their Minnie Winnie. Ann is 
the author of four books, including 
her recent mystery, The Lies We Are 
(www.hightidepublications.com).

E. Don Smith is a Tennessee-based 
freelance writer and photographer 
who has been a frequent contributor 
to MotorHome magazine since 2006. 
He is the proud owner of a Tiffi n 
Phaeton coach.

Mary Zalmanek, and her husband, 
Jim, enjoy touring in their 2019 
Winnebago Vista LX when they are not 
at home in Monument, Colorado. Mary 
is the author of The Art of the Spark 
(www.adventuresoftheheart.com). 

“ MotorHome has been a mainstay in the RV lifestyle, and 
we plan to continue that for another 50 years or more. ”

of the latest products and trends to 
present to our readers, both in print 
and on our website.

And, while it’s true that electron-
ics designed to make life indoors oh so 
much easier than ever are released on 
a daily basis — seemingly in contrast to 
the outdoor-centric lifestyle we all know 
and love — we continue to embrace 
that technology and use it to enhance 
our lives both inside and outside of our 
motorhomes. Although online interac-
tion will never quite take the place of 
sharing stories, tips and lists of favorite 
products around the campfi re, our 
internet channels are a great way to get 
to know your fellow RVers, regardless 
of where they hang their hats. Please 
take the time to visit www.motorhome.
com, like us on Facebook or check out 
some of our favorite photos and videos 
on Instagram and YouTube. 

It has been our pleasure to serve 
you over the past 50 years, and we 
hope to hear from you via info-
motorhomemagazine@goodsam.com 
or from around the cyber campfi re for 
many more years to come. I speak for 
everybody on the MotorHome team 
when I say that our readers are why 
we’ve enjoyed success in the past, and 
why we are so excited to continue our 
journey together in the future. 

December marks the end of the year, naturally, but it also leads 
us to refl ect on days gone by. As we formulate our inevitable 
New Year’s resolutions, we think not only about how they 
will affect our futures, but how the past year has shaped 

us in becoming what we are today. And what a year it has been for 
MotorHome magazine!
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* 16’ long x 54” wide
* Weighs just 101 lbs. (hull only)

* Holds 2 people (900 lbs) or up to 
1765 lbs of people & gear

* In� ates & sets up in 10 minutes
* 6 hp Capacity  *Motors up to 17 mph

* Fits in a trailer & packs to just 
60” x 24” x 12”

                                          Dept MH129B
19 N. Columbia St., Ste 1, Port Jefferson, NY 11777

1-800-748-8066 for information
M-F, 9-5 EST

                                          

UnRoll and Go...Rollup and Stow
The Sea Eagle® FishSki� ™ 16   
in� atable boat can be motored 
long distances to � shing 
spots other anglers only dream about.  
Fold up & carry in your RV, car, camper or on a 
small plane. Features 2 swivel seats with 
rod-holders, 2 built-in 40” � sh rulers & 2 Scotty 
mounts & 3 separate air chambers for safety. 
5 Boat packages available. 

Fits in a bag!
Packs down to just 

60” x 24” x 12”
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Shown with optional accessories.

Patent Pending

(*prices subject to change without notice)

IMAGINE
Imagine magical sunrises starting a day of fun and adventure with friends.

Imagine Cypress Trail RV Resort, the newest luxury RV Resort in beautiful Southwest Florida.

Best of all, we welcome most types of RVs...
Lots starting in the 50’s*. Call or visit today!

The trail that leads home!

See all that we have to offer at www.CypressTrailRV.com or call (239) 333-3246

BEST SELLING
RV RESORT

IN AMERICA
FIVE YEARS IN

A ROW!

A luxurious clubhouse, heated pool, spa, tennis, tournament-quality bocce and pickleball courts, shuffleboard and a
unique dog park & pool specially created for your pooch! Large
lots up to 45' x 90' in a gated community with sidewalks. Lake-
front or back-in sites available. Hard-wired cable TV/Internet at
each site and WIFI at clubhouse.  each site and WIFI at clubhouse.  
Act Fast! Final phase now under construction.
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EXTREME LUXURY   |   EXTREME PURPOSE   |   EXTREME DURABILITY

PROUDLY BUILT IN THE USA

52216 S.R.15 Bristol, IN 46507 | renegaderv.com | 888.522.1126

Renegade comes in many 
shapes and sizes.

Renegade RV is the fastest growing Super C manufacturer in the industry. 
a large part of the success has been the evolution and expansion of the 
Renegade lineup. From Class C Sprinters to 45’ Super C motorhomes, Renegade 
delivers the highest quality coaches in all shapes, sizes and price points. 
Experience Legendary Luxury and Quality during the Florida RV Supershow 
at the Florida State Fairgrounds in Tampa January 16th through the 20th.

Which one is yours?

Renegade RV, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card
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Featured Letter

Those are the questions we asked in the September issue, and here 
are some of the responses we received.

P.O. BOX FROM OUR READERS

Which holding tank products do you use? 
Do you notice a difference in performance 
between products with formaldehyde and 
those without?

Think Blue
We’ve tried a good half-dozen or so 
“green” and natural products, but have 
returned to, and will stay with, our 
true-blue Thetford Aqua-Kem. Yes, it 
contains formaldehyde and methanol, 
but we’re not drinking it we’re … well, 
you know how it’s used. Bottom line, 
it was created by the maker of our 
toilet and is recommended by them. 
Aqua-Kem is biodegradable, and we 
think it works the best. 
Brian Gilbert | via email

A Unique Solution
After more than 30 years of RVing, 
I’ve tried nearly every holding tank 
product on the market. Years ago, on a 
trip through Colorado, a campground 
owner suggested RV Digest-It from 
Unique Natural Products. It’s super! 
No odors; it totally liquefi es everything, 
and it’s environmentally safe. In the 
last few years, we’ve been spending 
more time stationary, and RV Digest-It 
still does its job. I wouldn’t use 
anything else.
Maureen Blum | via email

Pet Safety

economics. The more RV parks that 
close because they can’t afford to keep 
repairing the septic systems, the fewer 
places RVers can stay.

3. With the washout attachment, it’s 
pretty easy to keep the black tank clean 
enough to not stink.

4. Simple septic-safe household 
cleaning products, such as Dawn dish-
washing liquid, can clean the tank and 
the sensors therein. Even dumping 
in some ice and going for a drive will 
clean the black tank.

It’s not nearly as big an issue as 
some folks believe.
Regan Smith | via email

Tank Prescription
I use TankTechs Rx in both black- and 
gray-water holding tanks and I’m 
surprised that this product has not 
been mentioned in previous articles on 
holding tank chemicals. It is a natural, 
probiotic tank treatment that, from my 
experience of using it over the past four 
or fi ve years, has good odor control 
and really keeps the tanks clean, i.e., 
the sensors show empty after draining. 

Flush It
I quit using holding tank products 
about 15 years ago. When I was using 
them they really didn’t suppress the 
smell that built up over time. At an 
RV rally in 2003, a vendor was selling 
and installing tank fl ushers. I had 
them installed and now I wouldn’t be 
without them. I have a clear adapter 
on the discharge connection so I can 
see when the tanks are running clear 
water. No chemicals to deal with and 
no smell.

The one thing we do that some may 
not like is not using paper in the tank. 
Paper is too much trouble to fl ush out. 
We just line the bathroom wastebasket 
with a disposable plastic bag.
Jim Evans | Magnolia Beach, Texas

What’s the Big Deal?
We don’t use holding tank products for 
the following reasons:

1. It’s only a holding tank; we’re not 
storing anything in there for long.

2. Formaldehyde is bad for RV 
park septic systems, and therefore it’s 
rude to use them — it’s just plain bad 

I’ve been at this for 14 years and I’ve said that I could mix water, a pretty color and a pleasant 
smell, sell it and make lots of money. What goes on in that tank is a mystery to most of us, 
but I do have an important tip. Look at the bottle and see if there’s a number to call in case 
Fido decides to drink from the stool when you have a bowl cleaner in there or any other 
product you put in the toilet between trips. Call and fi nd out if it’s safe. I had an issue and 
called poison control, and even though they deal with humans, they were able to help me out.
Gary Lewis | Brooklyn, Wisconsin
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P.O. BOX

That was not the case when I used 
other chemicals in a previous RV. The 
specs call for a half-ounce of product 
per tank regardless of tank size; in 
hot weather I double that dose. It’s 
available on TankTech’s website (www.
tanktechsrx.com), on Amazon and at 
some RV dealers. I have not seen it 
widely advertised, which might explain 
why it was not mentioned in previous 
articles. It is pricey — the 33.8-ounce 
container runs about $40 on Amazon 
and on their website, but it does a good 
job and a little goes a long way.
John Lutton | Phoenix, Arizona

Blue Streak
Over several years, and a couple 
motorhomes, we have used the Blue 
Streak dispenser system. It auto-
matically releases a small amount of 
product with every flush. It took me 
less than 10 minutes to install. No 
worries about how much to add, having 
too little to do the job, or wasting 
product by using too much. It has 

a pleasant baby powder scent, and 
seems to work very well for us. It’s 
economical, effective and convenient. 
Rick Boldman | via email

Formaldehyde-Free
I’ve been RVing for more than 30 
years and, in my experience, the 
formaldehyde products work the best 
for odor control and breaking down 
waste. However, several years ago I 
discovered that many campgrounds 
that have septic tank systems ask that 
formaldehyde products not be used, 
as it kills the useful bacteria in septic 
systems. Since that time, I’ve used the 
non-formaldehyde products, primarily 
the toss-in packs, from Thetford and 
Walex, with acceptable performance.
Rob Graves | Aransas Pass, Texas

Class is in Session
I would suggest, having 120,000-plus 
miles on my second Class A coach, 
that dumping your tanks properly is 
likely more important than the type of 

product used in the tank.
In my experience, dumping the tank 

is primarily dependent on whether 
you are camping in one spot for an 
extended period of time or moving 
regularly on a trip. The second factor, 
and to some the primary factor, is the 
quantity needing to be dumped.

If you are camped in one spot, the 
worst thing you can do is to dump your 
black tank too quickly or too often. The 
reason being that the “heavy stuff” will 
not likely be flushed regardless of the 
product used.

So, when in camp, check the tank 
gauge and try to dump when the black 
tank is at least two-thirds full. And 
allow the gray-water tank to fill to at 
least half on the day you want to dump 
the black tank. Yes, this will require 
some practice.

At the appropriate time, first dump 
the black tank, then dump the gray 
tank. This sequence allows the cleaner 
water in the gray tank to flush the 
dumping hose, as well as push the 
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Where do you travel in search of 
a moderate climate during the hot 
summer months?

Question of the Month

heavy matter farther into the drainage 
system. This helps to make dumping 
odorless.

The same procedure works for 
dumping while traveling, but because 
of the motorhome’s movement, 
building a pile of heavy material in the 
tank is not as much of an issue. 

When we are traveling, where we 
plan to overnight next becomes a sig-
nificant factor in dumping the tanks. At 
80-plus years of age we still boondock 
quite often. Having a full freshwater 
tank and empty holding tanks prior to 
our planned boondocking becomes 
most important. If we anticipate being 
with full hookups for a few days, we 
decide based on “fullness.”

Yes, a long answer to what might 
have been thought a simple question. 
But I believe the above to be very 
important to new RVers.
Ernie Maier | White Lake, Michigan

Just What the Doctor Ordered
We tried a variety of cleaners and 

none of them really worked; they were 
kinda like a lemony smell that washed 
away in an hour. Enter the savior: 
TankTechs Rx Holding Tank Treatment 
and Cleaner. It has actual probiotic 
bacteria that munch away on whatever 
is left behind in the gray tank. It really 
works, and it’s quite amazing. No 
more funky smell.
Tessa Miller | via email

Past Pages
My first read each issue is “Pages 
From the Past.” I edited Motorhome 
Life in the late 1970s when it was 
published nine months a year. Art and 
Denis Rouse, Alice Robison and Bill 
Estes were industry leaders and valued 
mentors. Back then, we used rotary 
phones, carbon paper and four-month 
lead times (because our printer was in 
Chicago and overnight shipping hadn’t 
caught on). Magazine production was 
more labor-intensive in those days, yet 
very fulfilling. Happy 50th!
Rand Christensen | Anaheim, California

Fun in the Not-so-hot Sun
Have you ever given thought to those of 
us RVers who live in the Sun Belt year-
round, but from April to October live 
in what we refer to as the “Heat Belt,” 
where summer temperatures range 
from the mid-80s to triple digits? 
Perhaps you could ask where to find 
cooler places to spend those months 
in locations where the high tempera-
tures might be in the mid-70s (and 
without mosquitoes), and consider the 
title and contents to be about places 
where it is “Fun in the sun … under 90 
degrees.”
Bruce McLaren | San Angelo, Texas  
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LIQUIDSPRING
TM

Suspension Solutions Today                            
 for  Tomor r ow’s Wor ld

Get the whole story at liquidspring.com

CLASS® suspensions signi�cantly 
improve ride, handling, safety AND 
provide an improved overall driving 
experience. Available for Class A and 
Class C coaches.

Recreational Vehicle 
Suspensions – 
Travel America in Style 
with a Smoother Ride

Suspension Solutions 

� Reduces Road Vibration 

 by 35%          

� Reduces Body Roll 

 by 41%

� Less Fatigue for   
 

 the Driver

� Less Wear & Tear 

 on Your Vehicle

� Greater Resale Value

� American Made

Enjoy Your Driving Experience!

LiquidSpring, Circle 108 on Reader Service Card
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ESCAPES

Lying low in a mist-fi lled valley, against a backdrop 
of stately Appalachian mountains, a cabin made of 
ruddy, hand-hewn chestnut logs stands at the front 

of a sprawling mountain farm. In the early 1900s the rustic 
dwelling was the home of John Davis and is today part of 
the Mountain Farm Museum in the Oconaluftee section of 
the Great Smoky Mountains. 

The open-air campus includes preserved cabins, 
barns, tools and gardens that collectively represent a 
typical Appalachian mountain farm around the turn of the 
20th century. The site also has a smokehouse, blacksmith 
shop, livestock barns, an ash hopper and a springhouse, 

where water could be collected and products like home-
churned butter were kept cool.

The gardens are packed with seasonal vegetables you 
would fi nd on a farm at the time, including corn, tomatoes 
and greens. Demonstrations are offered on period-correct 
methods for harvesting and processing (including the 
sorghum molasses presentation I watched).

The Mountain Farm Museum, which is adjacent to the 
Oconaluftee Visitor Center, is located about 10 miles from 
the Blue Ridge Parkway on U.S. 441 in Cherokee, North 
Carolina. For more information, call 828-497-1900 or go to 
www.nps.gov/grsm/planyourvisit/mfm.htm

North Carolina Mountain Farm Museum
Preserving the heritage of Appalachian life in Great Smoky Mountains National Park

By A.M. Murphy

12 WHEELS & GEAR  |  14 CROSSROADS

Above: The Davis House was originally completed around 1900 near Deep Creek, North Carolina, and is built using hand-split chestnut logs.

More Bars 
The weBoost Connect RV 
65 from Wilson Electronics 
improves cellular coverage 
while in camp. pg. 12
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Movie Magic
When it comes to movies, the 
bigger, the better. The new 
Cinemood Portable Movie 
Theater takes it to the next 
level, providing up to a 12-foot 
display — and audio — in a 
small package. Cinemood 
is a rechargeable ultralight 
standalone projector housed in a 3-inch cube. It comes preloaded 
with more than 120 hours of content, including Disney ebooks, 
cartoons, additional readers and educational videos. But it’s the 
Cinemood’s ability to stream movies and videos from Netfl ix, Amazon 
and YouTube that makes it a must-have for on-the-go cinephiles. 
Cinemood connects to Wi-Fi and pairs with a smart device, which 
then acts as the remote control. Once set-up, select a fl at surface 
for image projection, log in to your favorite streaming service, dim 
the lights and settle in for HD movies on demand. The unit is virtually 
noiseless, which makes hearing the integrated audio easy, although 
it is much improved by pairing with a Bluetooth speaker. It also 
features 16GB of internal memory so you can enjoy personal photos 
or music, or download a movie and watch offl ine. MSRP: $399.
Cinemood | 800-350-6107, www.cinemood.com

Fit for a Titan
Thetford has introduced two new useful fi ttings for its 
popular Titan Sewer Hose system. The new wye adapter 
($15.99) allows users to empty two waste tanks into a 
single dump port, while the straight adapter ($12.99) will 
lengthen the RV sewer outlet for easier reach. Thetford 
says the fi ttings are designed for owners who are 
constantly faced with a variety of dump-station confi gura-
tions. The new fi ttings are translucent, offering users a 
visual confi rmation of the dumping status. Seals are made 
from EPDM for increased reliability in prolonged hook-up 
connections. The fi ttings are compatible with the entire 
Titan lineup.
Thetford | 800-543-1219, www.thetford.com

KING Me!
Viewing satellite TV in a remote area is wholly dependent 
on the antenna. KING introduces two Tailgater antennas 
that offer 100 percent nationwide coverage for DISH 
Network subscribers. The new DISH Tailgater and DISH 
Tailgater Pro have been designed to improve reception 
in previously poor-signal areas by adding in support for a 
fourth satellite, which broadens the range of the antennas 
from coast to coast, according to the company. Like their 
predecessors, the new Tailgater antennas are portable 
or can be roof-mounted, are easy to setup, are available 
in single- or multi-TV confi gurations and are backed by 
a two-year warranty on parts. Plus, the Tailgater Pro 
features a clear cover so users can see where the dish 
is pointed to help with troubleshooting and to ensure the 
best signal. The DISH Tailgater (model DT4400) antenna 
has an MSRP of $299, while the DISH Tailgater Pro (model 
DTP4900) has an MSRP of $379.
KING | 959-922-6889, www.kingconnect.com

KING Me!KING Me!

WHEELS & GEAR& GEAR&
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Fit for a Titan

Wilson Electron-
ics announces 
the weBoost 
Connect RV 
65, a cellular 
signal booster 
designed to 
provide a solid 
signal while 
your motorhome 
is in camp. The 
Connect RV 65 is compatible with all wireless 
carriers in the U.S. and Canada, providing RVers 
with strong call quality, fewer dead zones and 
faster data upload/download speeds, according 
to the company. The Connect RV 65 utilizes an 
omnidirectional antenna on a 25-foot telescop-
ing pole mounted to the motorhome’s exterior 
to receive signals from nearby cellular towers. 
Connect RV 65 comes complete with the 
amplifi er, antenna, telescoping pole and mount 
assembly, inside panel antenna, low-loss RGB 
coaxial cables, an adapter and a power supply. 
MSRP: $689.99.
weBoost | 866-294-1660, www.weboost.com

Gimme a Boost
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Hutchinson, Kansas

Salt of the Earth

Tucson, Arizona

Originally known as the Kansas 
Underground Salt Museum, Strataca 
offers a unique adventure — a 
journey 650 feet below the Kansas 
prairie to explore the eerie and exotic 
environs of a cavernous salt mine.

The mine, one of 16 salt mines 
in the U.S., is still in-part active, 
operated by the Hutchinson Salt 
Co. to provide more than 500,000 
thousand tons of rock-salt annually.

Your visit begins with a brief 
safety video and, after donning 
hard hats, up to 30 guests board 

The International Wildlife Museum in Tucson, 
Arizona, has a collection of more than 400 
species of mammals, birds and insects from 
around the world, all revealed in interest-
ing and educational exhibits. The museum 
is “dedicated to increasing knowledge and 
appreciation of the diverse wildlife of the 
world as well as explaining the role of wildlife 
management in conservation.”

A woolly mammoth and a giant deer, both extinct for thousands of years, 
are displayed in individual dioramas. Massive teeth on a skull of a killer 
whale leave no doubt that it could, indeed, devour a shark for dinner. We were 
fascinated by the butterfl y display.

The ornate and colorful plumage on the various birds of paradise from 
the New Guinea forests nearly caused their extinction. In the late 1800s their 
feathers adorned hats and clothing, but today the birds enjoy legal protection. 
For more information, call 520-629-0100 or visit www.thewildlifemuseum.org 
— Mary Zalmanek

a double-decked elevator for a 
90-second, 650-foot ride down to the 
salt deposit. Visitors then board a 
tram for a 30-minute narrated “Dark 
Ride” that leads into mined-out 
areas to view geological formations 
dating back some 275 million 
years. A stop near the end of the 
ride allows the opportunity to view 
exhibits and to probe a pile of rock 
salt for a souvenir. A 15-minute train 
ride aboard the Salt Mine Express 
through part of the mine that was 
active during the 1940s-50s is a 
great way to fi nish the day.
For more information, call 620-662-
1425 or visit www.underkansas.org 
—Dave G. Houser 
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50 YEARS OF MOTORHOME

This time of year can really bring out the kid in all of us. And so it was in 
the December 1973 issue, when “Let’s Play Camping” declared: “Time was 
when little boys played with trucks and cars; little girls played with dolls. 

Now little boys play with recreational vehicles — and so do little girls!”

its billing with a wish list including a 
mountain bike, a jet ski, a snowmobile 
and a four-wheeler. Outdoor adventure, 
here we come!

Home theater is always changing, 
which likely makes many of the 
components discussed in 2010’s “Big 
Screen Attraction” a bit behind the 
times. But we bet the A/V receiver, 
Blu-ray player, speaker systems 
and 40-inch LCD TV installed on the 
author’s 2008 Tiffi n Phaeton continue 
to steal the show at the RV park.

If you want to go really big, 
nothing says “Happy Holidays” like a 
new motorhome. We tested a Forest 
River Charleston diesel pusher in 
2013; check out page 32 in this issue 
for Forest River’s latest pusher, the 
Berkshire XL 40D.

And this is always a good time to 
ask Santa for new dinghy equipment. 
“Towing Safely,” in 2017, skipped the 
naughty and went straight to the nice in 
terms of new dinghy-braking systems. 

We at MotorHome wish you the 
happiest of holidays. We have savored 
every moment of our yearlong cel-
ebration of the magazine’s days gone 
by, and raise our glasses to you, our 
readers, for a bright future together. 

Pages From the Past
Retracing MotorHome’s December issues over the years

The tongue-in-cheek “review” on 
these toys does tug on the heartstrings 
of youthful nostalgia, and acts as a 
reminder that we’re never too old to 
play with toys. It’s just that the toys 
become bigger, more sophisticated 
and, naturally, more expensive.

A new set of snow skis is always 
a great discovery underneath the 
tree. And, you might as well test them 
out while using your motorhome 
as a basecamp, as we did in 1983’s 
“Colorado’s RV-and-Ski Country,” 
and again in the ’84 feature “Skiing 
the Winter Sun,” the latter of which 
examines a cool baker’s dozen ski 
areas in New Mexico.

Or, perhaps you’re on a tight 
budget, and want to remain closer to 
home. “Stocking Stuffers Under $50” 
in the 1990 issue included dozens 
of affordable gifts for the traveling 
gourmet, the shade-tree handyman, 
the motorhome hobbyist and the RVing 
outdoorsman.

Spending a few dollars more 
could get you a laptop, a CB radio, an 
infl atable dinghy or a portable grill. At 
least it could in 1995’s “Gifts to Go,” 
which covered all the red-and-green 
bases.

“Key Presents” in 2004 was touted 
as “A Christmas gift list for RVers with 
an active lifestyle,” and it lived up to 

readers, for a bright future together. 
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Anyone who has driven hundreds of miles and long hours recognizes the dangers of fatigue 
and distraction. In fact, it’s been shown that nearly 80% of crashes involve some form of 
driver inattention three seconds prior to the crash.1 The Mobileye Collision Avoidance 
System keeps you, your family, and your RV safer on the road by alerting you to potential 
dangers before they happen.

The System provides an ever-vigilant digital eye that scans the road ahead for common 
driving risks and warns you with visual and audible alerts a few seconds before. These vital 
seconds can mean the difference between a devastating collision and an incident entirely 
avoided or far less severe.

The world’s leading auto manufacturers including BMW, Ford, Honda, Volvo, and more, use 
Mobileye technology to make their vehicles safer. It may be the technology you’re already 
relying on in your own car. Shouldn’t your RV have similar safety features?

The System can be installed on almost any RV, even the one you already own. Find out 
how Mobileye can make your next road trip safer.

Call our RV Specialists at (877) 867-4900.

1. National Highway Transportation Safety Administration, 2015. 2. Daylight only. 3. Optional, not available for all vehicles.
© 2018 Mobileye Vision Technologies Limited. All Rights Reserved.

MAKE DRIVING 
YOUR RV SAFER
Mobileye® Collision Avoidance System 
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 Getting Around 
Despite its small size, Anastasia Island consists of fi ve communities: St. Augustine Beach, Coquina Gables, 
Butler Beach, Crescent Beach and Anastasia. The communities offer Red Trains and Old Town Trolleys for 
convenient public transportation and Anastasia State Park has RV parking near the beach for day-use visitors.

ANASTASIA ISLAND

Pristine. That’s the fi rst word that comes to mind as I stare out 
across the broad expanse of white sand that stretches north to 
the horizon. Biking this unspoiled Atlantic shoreline, it’s hard 

to imagine that just to the west lie the bustling streets of historic St. 
Augustine, Florida. That’s the magic of Anastasia Island. Part funky 
little beach town, part natural wonderland, it’s a quietly popular 
migratory getaway for all types of snowbirds, from plovers and 
ospreys to RVers like us.

Everyone is familiar with the Bridge of Lions that crosses 
Matanzas Bay, but only a small percentage of the tourists who fl ock to 

America’s oldest city make the 
trip across to Anastasia Island. 
A Florida barrier island a little 
more than 14 miles long with 
an average width of only 1 mile, 
Anastasia does not offer the 

GETAWAY

The Other St. Augustine

By Ann Eichenmuller

Anastasia Island awaits with inviting white-sand 
beaches, vibrant history and eclectic eateries 

high-rise beachfront condos or familiar restaurant 
chains of places like Daytona. But looks can be 
deceiving. In addition to unparalleled beaches, 
this island also offers history, entertainment and 
world-class cuisine in unexpected places.

On our visit we were fortunate to snag one 
of the 139 campsites in Anastasia State Park’s 
beautiful wooded campground. The maximum RV 
length at the campground is 40 feet, and all sites 
offer water and electric hookups. Even if you stay 
elsewhere (there are several full-service camp-
grounds on the island), this park is worth a day 
trip — and not just for its 4 miles of windswept 
dunes and undeveloped beach. For birders, it’s 
one of the sites on the Great Florida Birding and 
Wildlife Trail, boasting a list of more than 200 
bird species, including rarities such as the ruff, 
Franklin’s gull and glaucous gull. If you want to 
watch the wildlife from the water, paddlers can 
launch from a dedicated area on the sheltered 
water of Salt Run, a long lagoon that stretches 
behind the dunes to the St. Augustine Inlet. There Ph
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Anastasia Island offers picturesque sunset views of the Old 
City and sailing ships on Matanzas Bay.
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are picnic tables, a covered pavilion, 
restroom facilities and a boathouse to 
rent equipment on-site. The area was 
under renovation when we visited, but 
access was still available, and I was 
able to launch my infl atable stand-up 
paddleboard there. Wear water shoes 
or check the tides before you go — the 
Run is shallow and you might fi nd 
yourself wading through some mud to 
get out to knee-deep water.

Visitors can also spend an 
afternoon hiking the self-guided 
nature trail through the park’s 
maritime hammock, experiencing 
what early Spanish settlers must 
have felt when they fi rst landed 
here. One trail from the campground 
leads to the remains of a Spanish 
Coquina quarry, where the sedimen-
tary limestone consisting primarily 
of coquina (small clam) shells was 
mined as early as 1565. You can 
still see where the long blocks were 
excavated to build the Castillo de San 
Marcos in St. Augustine, a project 
started in 1669. Non-campers can 
access the remains through a shorter 
trail near the park entrance.

Another bonus of staying in 
Anastasia State Park is the proximity 
to the St. Augustine Amphithe-
atre, within walking distance of the 
campground. Outdoor concerts are 
usually scheduled during spring, 
summer and fall months, but the 
Amphitheatre hosts a year-round 

weekly Farmers Market on Saturdays, 
where we found everything from goat 
cheese, organic honey and farm-fresh 
eggs to local artwork. Entrance to the 
market is free of charge, and we were 
able to enjoy live acoustic music while 
perusing the vendors’ tents.

Many of the shops and restaurants 
of Anastasia Island can be found on 
Beach Road, just a bike ride down the 
beach from the state park. Salt Life 
Food Shack (www.saltlifefoodshack.
com), one of only two locations of the 
restaurant behind the Salt Life brand, 
provides a true beach experience 
with second-story deck seating, an 
outdoor bar and live music. The menu 
here is an eclectic mix of Caribbean-
inspired dishes featuring fresh 
seafood. Like most of the restaurants 
on the island, there is no dedicated 
parking here for oversized vehicles, 

but Salt Life will provide transporta-
tion to campers in the area. There are 
several other choices nearby, serving 
everything from pizza to crab legs, 
but our personal favorite was Café 
Eleven (www.originalcafe11.com). A 
local hangout on 11th Street, the Café 
serves breakfast, lunch and dinner, 
and specializes in quesadillas and 
tacos served with some incredibly 
delicious fried plantains. For music 
lovers, Café Eleven also has a large 
stage and presents live music several 
nights a week. 

As if beautiful beaches, birding, 
biking, boating and food weren’t 
enough, we didn’t even have to leave 
Anastasia Island to do some sight-
seeing. While nearby historic St. 
Augustine is the most well-known 
tourist destination, the island offers 
two notable historic sites, the St. 

An osprey winters over on Salt Run, one of Florida’s most popular birding sites.

Above: The year-round Saturday Farmers 
Market (left) at the St. Augustine Amphitheatre 
is only a short walk from scenic beachfront 
parking at Anastasia State Park (right).
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GETAWAY
ANASTASIA ISLAND 

Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime 
Museum and the Fort Matanzas 
National Monument. The lighthouse 
and its accompanying museum were 
within easy biking distance of the 
state park. Rising 165 feet above sea 
level, the lighthouse is St. Augustine’s 
oldest surviving brick structure, and 
its fi rst order Fresnel lens still serves 
as a beacon for mariners. Visitors 
can tour the museum and walk the 
219 steps to the top for a breath-
taking view. If you feel the need for 
more recreation, the lighthouse is 
also adjacent to a public park, which 
includes tennis courts, a playground, 
picnic area and a boat ramp. 

The only time we even needed to 
get in a car was for our trip to Fort 
Matanzas National Monument, a short 
drive south on Highway A1A. Built by 
the Spanish in 1742, the fort takes its 
name from Matanzas Inlet, famous 
for the executions, or matanzas, of 

the last of the Fort Caroline colonists 
there by the Spanish in 1565. While the 
visitors center is on Anastasia Island, 
the fort itself is on nearby Rattlesnake 
Island. Visitors must obtain boarding 
passes from the visitors center on 
A1A for a quick ferry ride to the fort. 
Admission and the ferry ride are free. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t check the 
website before making the trip. During 
our visit, the ferry landing and docks 
were still being repaired from the 
damage caused by Hurricane Matthew, 
but repairs have now been completed.

Of course, any visitor will also want 
to spend a day in old St. Augustine 
browsing through the shops and 
museums, and visiting the Castillo 
de San Marcos National Monument. 
The city offers a public parking lot for 
oversized vehicles within a few blocks 
of the bustling downtown waterfront, 
but the trolley company will also pick 
up campers who purchase historic 
district tour tickets.  

With all that Anastasia Island has 
to offer, it’s no wonder that most of 
our campground neighbors were 
repeat visitors. One RVing couple 
from Michigan told us they have made 
it an integral part of their annual 
snowbird migration, staying two 
weeks on their way into Florida and 
again in March as they head north 
from the Florida Keys. It wasn’t one 
thing that kept them coming back, 
they said. It was everything. We had to 
agree, and we will defi nitely cross the 
Bridge of Lions to visit “The Other St. 
Augustine” again. 

Left: Watch the sun rise over St. Johns County 
Ocean Pier, followed by an island-inspired 
lunch and drinks in a private Tiki hut at the 
famous Conch House Marina Resort (below).

St. Augustine’s working lighthouse stands 
165 feet above sea level and also serves as a 
museum to teach visitors about the island’s 
rich past. Special guided tours are available. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Anastasia State Park
904-461-2033, www.fl oridastateparks.org/
anastasia

Castillo de San Marcos National Monument
904-829-6506, www.nps.gov/casa

Fort Matanzas National Monument
904-471-0116, www.nps.gov/foma

St. Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime Museum
904-829-0745, www.staugustinelighthouse.com
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YOUR LUXURY.

YOUR DESTINATION.

Forest River Diesel Division   
1800 W. Hively Ave. Elkhart, IN 46517, (574) 522-3693
www.forestriverinc.com/www.forestriveraccessories.com   
©2018 Berkshire- a division of Forest River  Inc.  A Berkshire Hathaway company

Contact a Forest River Diesel Class A dealer for a professional 
and knowledgeable presentation of features and information. 
Experience your Dream!

Welcome to Forest River Diesel Division

         Class A from Forest River Diesels include “Everything you Need”. 

                 Choose a Legacy, Berkshire, Berkshire XL or Berkshire XLT, each  

            boasts similar standards with minimal options. This makes the decision  

         easy and less confusing. Loaded with top name components and     

    outstanding features such as, Sikkens exterior paint, 4X Clearcoat, fiberglass 

roof, slide-out generator, water manifold system, at every level, the Forest River 

Diesel Class A is easy on the pocketbook. Experience a Superb Ride, Drive  

  and Handling second to none.  

                                      

                                             Whether the destination is deep in the forest of  

                                     a western wilderness or enjoying the serenity   

                                         of a rippling river, Affordable Luxury awaits!!

BerkshireLegacyAd.indd   1 9/20/18   1:48 PM

Forest River, Circle 106 on Reader Service Card
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If your RV is currently insured with ordinary auto insurance, your policy may not cover all of the 
components of your RV. These gaps in coverage could cost you thousands in the event of a claim. 

The Good Sam Insurance Agency represents many of the nation’s top RV specialty insurance 
companies, so we can find you the best coverage at the best price. Customers who switch save an 
average of $389 each year!

FOR YOUR FREE, NO-OBLIGATION QUOTE
Call: 1-866-542-8430 and mention savings code TD-8V  

Click: GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/8V

Certificate will be mailed 4-6 weeks after quote is requested. Certificate not available in GA and NM. Availability, eligibility, coverages, features and benefits may vary by state and carrier. The content herein is for 
descriptive purposes only. The exact protection provided is subject to the terms, conditions, and expectations of the policy contract issued. The Good Sam Vehicle Insurance Plan (VIP) is provided by a member 
company of the National General Insurance Group. Average savings based on new policyholder reported data from April 1, 2015 to April 1, 2016. © 2018 Good Sam Insurance Agency. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM 
ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GSI55635 - 0918

FREE $10 
CAMPING WORLD 
MERCHANDISE 
CERTIFICATE  
WHEN YOU GET  
YOUR FREE QUOTE

GSI55635 Dec MH Ad.indd   1 9/7/18   2:01 PM
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WHAT’S THE DUMBEST THING YOU’VE DONE WHILE RVING?

By Larry MacDonald
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Dumb Things

#10Life is Not a Beach
The Oregon coast has a 

number of access points for driving 
onto beautiful, sandy beaches. Harry 
decided to do just that with his Class B 
motorhome to check out the possibility 
of camping for free with a view of the 
ocean. He drove on the beach for about 
10 minutes when he noticed a little cove 
that might be a good spot to tuck in for 
the night. As he approached, he decided 
to stop and check it out. Unfortunately, 
when he got back in to move farther 
into the cove, his rear tires dug into 
the sand. The more the tires spun, the 
deeper he sank, until he was up to the 
rear axle. Without a shovel, he used a 
leveling board to scrape the sand away 

in front of the rear tires. No luck … he 
was fi rmly stuck below the high-water 
line, about two hours away from the 
ocean fi lling the inside of his van. 

Not having a cellphone, Harry fran-
tically ran to a nearby house to see if 
he could phone for a tow. The owner 
had a 4WD SUV and said he would pull 
him out. That didn’t work, so he called 
a friend who also had a 4WD vehicle. 
Together, they pulled the van onto hard 
sand, stopped, and disconnected the 
towlines. Harry offered to pay, but they 
said they were just happy to help. After a 
big “thank you,” Harry drove back to the 
entrance where he came onto the beach 
and, without stopping, continued onto 
the blacktop. After driving off to a nearby 
parking lot (free, but without an ocean 
view), Harry said, “I will never again look 
for a campsite on a sandy beach.” 

Once again, it’s that time of the year when we 
 acknowledge that RVers — even smart ones like 
you and me — do some really dumb things. “I never 

do anything dumb,” or “I do lots of dumb things,” are the 
typical responses I get when I ask the question, “What’s the 
dumbest thing you’ve done while RVing?” Most often with 
further probing, the fi rst group of RVers confess, “Well, 

there was this one thing …” and out comes a tale of woe. 
Here’s the Top 10 of this year’s dumb things, rated from 

“Dumb” to “Dumbest,” that RVers have reported to me, some 
with further probing. As always, dumber mishaps are more 
traumatic and costly, which is why you defi nitely don’t want 
to make them yourself. So, read on, learn from the mistakes 
of others, and save yourself some serious grief and cash!

in front of the rear tires. No luck … he 
was fi rmly stuck below the high-water 
line, about two hours away from the 
ocean fi lling the inside of his van. 

Not having a cellphone, Harry fran-
tically ran to a nearby house to see if 
he could phone for a tow. The owner 
had a 4WD SUV and said he would pull 
him out. That didn’t work, so he called 
a friend who also had a 4WD vehicle. 
Together, they pulled the van onto hard 
sand, stopped, and disconnected the 
towlines. Harry offered to pay, but they 
said they were just happy to help. After a 
big “thank you,” Harry drove back to the 

to make them yourself. So, read on, learn from the mistakes 
of others, and save yourself some serious grief and cash!

It’s just as well: while it may be legal 
to drive and get stuck on an Oregon 
beach, overnight camping is prohibited, 
which is a good thing considering that 
high tides and sneaky waves could put a 
damper on your RV experience.
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Helpful hint: To ensure clean drinking water, follow the 
manufacturer’s suggestions for replacing water fi lters, at 
least annually, if you use the motorhome regularly.

Helpful hint: 
manufacturer’s suggestions for replacing water fi lters, at 
least annually, if you use the motorhome regularly.

2018 RV           AWARDS

#9Black-and-blue Toad
While driving their older motorhome across Canada, 

Mike and Debbie stopped for fuel and topped up the oil. Four 
hours later, at a rest stop, Mike did a walk-around. Oops! The 
back of their coach and their once-blue Jeep dinghy vehicle 
were blanketed with oil. Opening the engine cover, he noticed 
that the oil-fi ll cap was missing. None of the local truck stops 
and RV dealers he phoned had a proper cap. 

Being a handy kind of guy, Mike fashioned a cap by 
cutting an aluminum can in half and attaching it over the fi ll 
hole with a 2-inch gear strap. He then spent hours cleaning 
off a gallon of oil that had sprayed out of the fi ll hole. Un-
fortunately, the next leg of their trip resulted in the same 
outcome … another gallon of oil covering their toad and 
back section of the motorhome. Upon inspection, engine 
vibrations had worn out the aluminum can, allowing oil to 
again spray out of the fi ll hole.

Undeterred, Mike folded a plastic sandwich bag 
into quarters and attached it with the gear clamp. Even 
though the bag pulsated with the pressure, it held for the 
remainder of their six-week trip, when he was able to get a 
replacement cap. But the saga continued. On their annual 
trip south, Mike topped up the oil and a few hours later, 
another shower of oil. This time, Mike found the cap lying on 
the inside of the engine compartment. “I’m sure I replaced 
it after adding oil. On a positive note, after three baths in oil, 
we have a Jeep that will never rust!”

As a preventative measure, Mike drilled a hole in one 
of the cap handles and attached a plastic zip tie, so the cap 

would hang near the fi ll hole as a reminder to 
replace and tighten it. 

#8Seeing Black Spots
Fred and Marla bought a 4-year-old motorhome, 

which came with an outside carbon water fi lter that 
attached to the water intake hose. They often boondocked 
after fi lling their freshwater tank through the fi lter. One 
day, Fred noticed that the water pressure was quite low and 
thought that maybe it was time to replace the fi lter. He did 
so, but even with a new fi lter, the pressure remained low. 

Fred dismantled the water pump and found the fi lter 
screen clogged with black carbon. Apparently, the old fi lter, 
which had been used well beyond its replacement date, had 
ruptured internally, allowing carbon to escape into the water. 
Cleaning it made some difference, but not for long, since bits 
of carbon in the freshwater tank continued to clog the pump 
screen. After repeatedly fi lling and emptying the tank, water 
pressure was back to normal, even though black spots occa-
sionally showed up in their drinking water for weeks afterward.

#7Bumpers are for Bumping
While touring Alaska in his motorhome, Roger 

missed a turnoff and continued on until he found a small 
gravel parking lot. It looked big enough to turn around, so 
he made a tight U-turn in the lot and powered up a steep 
incline to get back on the highway. Unfortunately, because 
of the small lot, he was angled slightly off to one side of 
the exit. Crunch! The bottom right corner of his bumper 
caught the gravel and broke a weld, causing the bumper 
to hang low on that side. Had he been able to approach the 
exit straight on, the bumper would have cleared the gravel. 
Roger said he continued on his journey for a few more 
weeks with the front end “looking like it was permanently 
scowling!”

#6Mr. Sparky
Dick had stored his motorhome over the winter 

with the leveling jacks in the “down” position. Come spring, 
he and his wife were all packed and ready to hit the road for 
a weekend of camping. When it became time to raise the 
jacks, he pushed the “retract” button but nothing happened. 
After pushing the button about a dozen times, Dick decided 
to increase the fuse amperage from 15 to 30 amps. “Maybe 

Helpful hint: Always replace and securely tighten the 
oil-fi ll cap after adding oil.

of the cap handles and attached a plastic zip tie, so the cap 
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a heavier fuse would make a better connection.” This time when he pressed the 
button, he saw sparks and heard a loud Zzapp! The circuit board had multiple 
burned components but the jacks were still down.

Instead of camping, Dick used the weekend to track down a new circuit board 
and talk to an RV mechanic about his jack problem. The mechanic diagnosed it 
as most likely “faulty solenoids.” Sure enough, replacing the 
jack solenoids and the new circuit board (with a 15-amp fuse) 
resulted in the jacks retracting.

Dumber Things

#5Curbs, Posts and Martinis
After purchasing some 

groceries and gin for his favorite 
drink, David was maneuvering his 
motorhome through the parking lot 
and cut a corner with a raised concrete 
curb. His right rear wheels went over 
the curb and into a recession, followed 
by a crunch! The rear stabilizer jack, 
just behind the wheels, had gotten 
caught on the outside of the curb and 
was bent backward at a severe angle. 

The story gets better … or worse, 
depending on your perspective. After 
disengaging the jack from the curb, 
David proceeded to a campground 
where I was camped in an adjacent 
site. While backing into his site, he hit 
a 12-inch-diameter wooden post, used 
to protect the electrical box. While 
showing me a broken sidelight, scraped 
paint and a crack in the fi berglass, 
his wife insisted, “I hollered for him 
to stop but he didn’t hear me.” David 
took me aside and quietly remarked, “I 
swear she never said a word, but two 
screw-ups in one day defi nitely justify 
two martinis, don’t you think?”

#4Just Don’t Back Up
Doug had just packed up his 

motorhome to leave the campground. 

After pulling out of his site, he moved 
over to the side of the road to hook up 
his dinghy vehicle. After doing so, he 
realized that he didn’t have enough 
room to make the sharp turn in front 
of him, so he decided to back up. When 
he had gone about 10 feet, he saw in 
his rearview camera that the front 
wheels of his car were turned almost 
sideways. However, they straightened 
out as he pulled forward to leave the 
campground. 

After arriving home and discon-
necting his car, he noticed a warning 
light “Service All-Wheel Drive” on 
his dashboard, which came on each 
time he drove the car. His local 
dealership found that the “Steering 
Wheel Position Sensor” needed to be 
replaced, likely a result of the front 
tires being turned an excessive amount 
when he backed up in the campground. 
The cost of a new sensor (more than 
$600) impressed on Doug an important 
lesson: “Never back up the motorhome 
when the tow car is attached, even for 
a short distance.” Although he did add, 
“If my wife had held the steering wheel 

Helpful hint: Always use the proper size fuse in appliances; oversized 
fuses can potentially result in blown circuit boards and electrical fi res.

while I was backing up, none of this 
would have happened!”

#3Look Out Above!
Alex and Doris were the proud 

owners of a new 33-foot Class A. After 
driving home from the dealership, 
Alex parked it very carefully on their 
short driveway as close as possible to 
the garage. After examining some of 
its features, they decided to test the 
auto-level function. Alex was outside 
to watch, but an inquisitive neighbor 
distracted him as the motorhome began 
leveling. The back end went up … and 
up … and still more up, tipping the front 
end closer to the garage. Smash! 

The front windshield had collided 
with a nail protruding from the 
roof overhang, punching a hole and 
fracturing an area more than a foot 
in diameter in the glass. Alex said, 
“We were devastated, so much so the 
damage was diffi cult to see through 
our tears!” Two weeks and $2,800 
later, they were able to use their 
motorhome on their fi rst trip, where 
the leveling system worked just fi ne.

#2A Muddy Road Ahead
Nate and his family were 

traveling cross-country in their Class A 
with a Jeep Cherokee in tow. In North 
Dakota, because of road construction, 
they were stopped by a fl ag person and 
advised to take a detour to avoid about 
25 miles of rough gravel road ahead. 
To do so meant an additional 50 miles 
to reach their destination. The fl ag 
person was allowing travel on the road, 
but indicated, “Neither the state nor 
the company would be responsible for 
damages.” After a quick calculation of 
the additional fuel and time required 
for the detour, Nate decided to “Go for 
it! How bad could it get if other cars 
and trucks were heading down the 

Helpful hints: Use extra 
caution when driving through 
parking lots, as they are 
typically designed for auto-
mobiles rather than large 
RVs. And use a walkie-talkie 
system (with the volume 
turned up!) when backing up.

TAKE A MOMENT TO THINK 
ABOUT YOUR OWN RVING 
EXPERIENCES … HAVE YOU 
NEVER DONE ANYTHING 
DUMB, OR HAVE YOU DONE 
LOTS OF DUMB THINGS? 
EITHER WAY, PLEASE SHARE 
YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND EX-
PERIENCES AROUND THE 
VIRTUAL CAMPFIRE …

Helpful hint: As we’ve seen 
in previous RV Oops Awards, 
a friendly well-meaning 
neighbor can distract us 
at exactly the wrong time. 
“Can we talk later? I need to 
pay attention here,” would be appropriate 
comments to make when you should be 
focusing on the task at hand.

in previous RV Oops Awards, 

“Can we talk later? I need to 
pay attention here,” would be appropriate 
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road?” He was about to fi nd out. 
After a few miles, the road got muddy and construc-

tion crews were spreading gravel in the slippery spots. It 
was defi nitely a white-knuckle drive, with several delays 
allowing for one-way traffi c. Two hours later they were back 
on paved highway and shortly thereafter, pulled into a rest 
stop to check out the rig. The motorhome was a bit muddy 
but the Jeep looked like it had gone through a war zone. 
The entire front end was pock marked from stones thrown 

up by the rear tires of the coach. The repair bill, including a 
new windshield, grille and headlights, came to over $5,000. 
Nate’s hindsight assessment: “Taking the detour would 
have saved me both time and money.”

Dumbest Thing

#1One Cool Trip
Roy and his wife had recently 

retired and decided to pursue the 
RV lifestyle by purchasing a large 
motorhome. Their fi rst major 
adventure would be to drive across 
Canada, beginning in May, from 
British Columbia to Newfoundland. 
A complete lack of pre-trip planning 
resulted in a number of problems … 
fi ve to be exact. 

Their fi rst problem was not towing 
a dinghy vehicle. Very early in their trip, 
they discovered that “seeing the sights, 
especially within cities, meant taking 
long walks or busses and cabs after 

province of Prince Edward Island (PEI), 
which Roy described as “a bunch of 
small towns all boarded up.” Many 
businesses in PEI thrive on tourism 
and close for the winter. The same 
holds true for New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia. 

Their fi fth, and biggest, problem 
occurred when Roy and his wife had 
to fl y back to British Columbia for a 
few weeks, putting their motorhome 
in temporary outdoor storage. When 
they returned, they discovered the 
freshwater tank had frozen solid and 
split open, and the water lines had 
also broken, costing more than $3,000 
for repairs. Roy forked out additional 
money for three days in a motel while 
the repairs were being completed. 
They headed south the very next day, 
and also bought a dinghy vehicle at 
their fi rst opportunity. 

All in all, this was an expensive, 
frustrating and eye-opening 
experience for these newbie RVers 
… one that defi nitely warrants our 
Dumbest Award for this year.

So there you have it, another year of 
mishaps that teach us what NOT to 
do while RVing. Now, take a moment 
to think about your own RVing experi-
ences. Have you never done anything 
dumb, or have you done lots of dumb 
things? Either way, please share your 
knowledge and experiences around the 
virtual campfi re with fellow RVers in the 
comments section at www.motorhome.
com/lifestyle/rv-oops-2018/ 

parking the coach some distance away.” 
By mid-October, they had arrived 

in Ontario, where they encountered 
their second problem. Because of 
occasional below-freezing tem-
peratures, most campgrounds had 
already closed for the winter, so they 
found themselves staying overnight in 
various parking lots. Fortunately, their 
furnace kept them reasonably warm. 

Their third problem, related to the 
closed campgrounds, was dumping 
their black- and gray-water tanks and 
fi lling their freshwater tank. Instead 
of seeing the sights, they spent hours 
trying to fi nd a dump station and 
freshwater outlet. 

Quite unexpectedly, they encoun-
tered their fourth problem in the 

Helpful hint: Yogi Berra’s quote “When you come 
to a fork in the road, take it” can be paraphrased 
for RVers: “When you come to a detour in the 
road, take it.”

Yogi Berra’s quote “When you come 
to a fork in the road, take it” can be paraphrased 

2018 RV           AWARDS

Helpful hints: When planning an 
extended RV trip, do some research 
on your intended campgrounds and 
local weather conditions, especially 
for a cool-weather trip! And don’t 
forget your dinghy vehicle!
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SOUTHWESTERN 
SURPRISES
Yuma and Parker: A tale of two Arizona cities

By Mary Zalmanek

Pleasant temperatures, plenty of sunshine, outdoor recreation, tasty 
food, musical entertainment, local history, and natural and man-made 
wonders make Yuma and Parker, Arizona, popular destinations for winter 

visitors. Just be aware that one visit might not be enough. Almost everyone we 
met there during our stay has been coming back for years. 

After my husband, Jim, and I 
settled in at the Westwind RV & Golf 
Resort (a Good Sam Park with a 
10/10*/10 rating) in Yuma, we perused 
its activities schedule and circled 
several options. Then we went to the 
Yuma Visitor Information Center to 
find out what else to do during our 
eight-day stay. The women there made 
so many suggestions, we wondered if 
we’d have enough time to do them all.

Because Yuma is located near the 
confluence of the Gila and Colorado 
rivers in the southwest corner of 
the state, it’s no surprise that Yuma 
County’s top industry is agriculture. 
Yuma grows more than 90 percent of 
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the country’s leafy vegetables from 
November through March. There 
are several factors why the area has 
the nation’s longest growing season. 
According to www.currentresults.
com, Yuma is “the only place on Earth 
confirmed to bask in more than 4,000 
hours of sunshine a year.” The area 
also has fertile soil from sediment 
deposited by the Colorado River over 
millions of years. 

Sweet and Spicy
Agritourism allows visitors to see 
farms and sample the foods. Since 
Yuma is one of the world’s top 
producers of gourmet Medjool dates, 

More than a dozen RV parks line the shores on both sides of the Colorado River near Parker.

we took a tour at Martha’s Gardens. In 
1990, Nels and Martha Rogers bought 
a parcel of previously unused desert, 
cleared the land, drilled wells and 
installed a drip irrigation system. The 
original planting of 300 Medjool date 
palm offshoots thrived. Today the farm 
has around 8,000 palms. Only 250 
of the trees are males since it’s the 
females that produce the fruit. The la-
bor-intensive process of date farming 
includes hand pollination of female 
trees with pollen from male trees. 
After the tour ended, we returned to 
the farm store for a delicious date 
milkshake, and we simply had to 
purchase a box of jumbo dates. 

At the Sanguinetti House Museum 
and Gardens, we attended “A Taste of 
Times Past,” a cooking presentation 
by local culinary enthusiast and world-
traveler, Mark Gallaga. His cooking 

Getting There
Yuma is located approximately 185 miles 
west of Phoenix. From Phoenix, take 
Interstate 10 west for about 31 miles, then 
take the right ramp at Exit 112 for Arizona 
State Highway 85 toward San Diego/Yuma. 
After nearly 35 miles, keep straight onto 
Interstate 8 west for approximately 111 
miles. Turn left on Arizona State Highway 
280 south and follow the signs to Yuma.

YUMA, ARIZONA
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expertise came from his grandparents, 
who raised him in New Mexico, and 
from street vendors around the world. 
In Peru, the Philippines, Japan and 
Europe, he watched them make their 
specialties, then replicated the dishes 
at home. Gallaga demonstrated how 
to make pork chili verde, starting with 
grilling the Anaheim chilies and hand-
grinding the spices.  

After the cooking presentation, 
Yanna Kruse, the Rio Colorado division 
director of the Arizona Historical 
Society, showed us around the San-
guinetti House Museum, which was 
once the home of E. F. Sanguinetti, 
also known as the Merchant Prince 
of Yuma. In addition to the permanent 
collection, a seasonal exhibit changes 
every year so that there’s always 
something new for winter visitors. 
The exhibit we saw was titled River 
Lore, with tales about the steamboats 

that navigated the Colorado River 
from 1852 to 1916. At the start of the 
tour, Kruse gave us name tags — The 
Troublesome Physician for Jim and 
The Memory Weaver for me — and 
promised to tell us more about our 
characters as we explored the house. 
It turns out that the physician was 
indeed troublesome; Dr. Taggart 
prescribed cigarettes for asthma, 
heroin for diarrhea and cocaine for 
teething babies. The Memory Weaver 
made a lovely mourning wreath from 
hair of a deceased family member. 
Tours by storytellers are hosted hourly 
from 10:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. By the 
time you read this, the featured exhibit 
is scheduled to be Clues: History 
Mysteries of Yuma.

Visit Yuma, the local visitor center, 
offers four specialty tours for a farm-
to-table experience. A local grower 
leads Field to Feast Tours at the 

Wild burros roaming 
free in the desert and on 
the roads are frequent 
sights across the river 
from Parker near Earp, 
California. The Emerald 
Canyon Golf Course in 
Parker is an 18-hole 
championship course with 
greens and fairways in 
great condition.

University of Arizona research farm. 
Participants are given a list of ingre-
dients needed for lunch and sent out 
into the field to pick them. Culinary 
students from Arizona Western 
College then use these fresh veggies 
to make lunch. Other popular foodie 
tours include Date Night Dinners 
served in a date grove where every 
course features the “fruit of kings;” 
Savor Yuma, a progressive dinner 
that stops at three local restaurants; 
and the Farmer’s Wife Dinners, which 
celebrates fresh produce and farming 
traditions. I called to make reserva-
tions but they were booked during our 
visit. If you want to go, book early.

Concerts and Classic Cars
Music fans will be impressed with 
the many high-quality entertainment 
options. In eight days, we went to four 
performances. We especially enjoyed 
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SOUTHWESTERN SURPRISES

attend his Cowboy Church Service 
at Caravan Oasis RV Resort Sunday 
mornings. For upcoming events, visit 
https://goldenroadrunner events.com.

The Sunday edition of the “Yuma 
Sun” lists events that are open to the 
public in more than 35 RV parks. In 
addition to bingo, craft fairs, yoga, 
dances and karaoke, there are tribute 
shows to musical greats like Elvis, 

the Spotlight on a Country Star dinner 
show at the Golden Roadrunner 
Ballroom that was playing during 
our stay. “Country Gentleman” Jack 
Jackson sang and shared stories of 
country music’s most beloved legends. 
We saw the Johnny Cash show and 
enjoyed our meal at a table with six 
diehard fans. Not only had they seen 
most of Jackson’s shows, they also 

ABBA and the Eagles. “Homeward 
Bound,” a Simon & Garfunkel tribute, 
was playing at Westwind RV Resort 
during our stay. 

Howling at the Moon is a free 
concert in the desert every full moon 
from October to April. The music starts 
at 3 p.m. and stops about an hour after 
moonrise. It’s not widely advertised; 
we heard about it from friends, then 
found details on their Facebook page. 
Concertgoers bring their own chairs, 
food and drinks. When we arrived 
around 4 p.m., the party was in full 
swing. The regulars were easy to 
identify, wearing T-shirts with Howling 
at the Moon logos. When the moon 
came up over the mountains, everyone 
stopped dancing and howled. 

Midnight at the Oasis is an annual 
four-day event featuring classic cars 

Castle Dome Mine Museum has more than 
50 buildings in the ghost town filled with 
furniture, tools, clothing, dishes and bottles. 
The Castle Dome Mine Tour includes a visit to 
the recently discovered fluorescent mineral 
wall at the Hull Mine, which glows with 11 
vivid colors under ultraviolet lights. Agritour-
ism allows visitors to see farms like Martha’s 
Gardens, which has around 8,000 palm trees 
producing gourmet Medjool dates.

“Signatures” in the Valley of the Names on 
1,200 acres of public land range from simple 
initials or names to more complex designs. 
Remember to BYOR (bring your own rocks) if 
you plan to leave your personal mark.
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Castle Dome Mine Tour 
928-920-3062  
www.castledomemuseum.org

Desert Bar and Nellie E Saloon 
www.thedesertbar.com

Emerald Cove Resort 
866-217-8111  
www.emeraldcoveresort.com

Martha’s Gardens 
928-726-8831  
www.marthasgardens.com

Sanguinetti House Museum and Gardens 
928-782-1841  
www.arizonahistoricalsociety.org/
museums/yuma

Westwind RV & Golf Resort 
866-440-2992  
www.westwindrvgolfresort.com

Yuma Visitors Bureau 
800-293-0071  
www.visityuma.com

For More Information

during the day and concerts at night. 
It starts on a Thursday night with a 
car rally on Main Street in downtown 
Yuma. On Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
more than 1,000 classic cars are on 
display at the Ray Kroc Sports Complex 
(2019 dates are March 1-3). On Friday 
and Saturday, eight bands entertain 
the masses. 

Hard Rock
On the Castle Dome Mine Tour, 
we discovered both natural and 
man-made wonders. (The last 8 miles 
to the Castle Dome City Museum 
are on a gravel road; driving your 
dinghy vehicle is recommended.) 
Modern prospectors found silver in 
the 1860s. By 1878, more people lived 
in Castle Dome City than in Yuma. 
The last mine closed in 1979. Allen 
and Stephanie Armstrong bought the 
abandoned Castle Dome City in 1993 
and opened the museum five years 
later. That same year, the U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service, which manages 
the nearby Kofa National Wildlife 
Refuge, announced plans to remove all 
mining remnants. Allen was granted 
permission to salvage all the buildings 
and artifacts he could. The result is 
more than 50 buildings in the ghost 
town filled with furniture, tools and 
paraphernalia from that era. 

The museum was fun to see, but 
the tour of the Hull Mine was even 
more amazing. The highlight was 
the recently discovered fluorescent 
mineral wall. Under ultraviolet lights, 
the walls glow with 11 vivid colors. In a 
different part of the mine, we explored 
a desperado’s hideout, with a Wells 
Fargo Stagecoach strong box safe from 
the 1880s and a newspaper from 1919. 
If you have any qualms about going into 
a mine, you may be comforted to know 
that one OSHA inspector called it “the 
safest mine I’ve ever been in.”

The Valley of the Names is a 
man-made wonder in nearby Winter-
haven, California, with an interesting 
history. During War World II, soldiers 
who trained in the area spelled out 
their names with rocks on what was 
then called Graffiti Mesa. Since then, 
thousands of others have left their 

mark across nearly 1,200 acres of 
public land. What amazed me was the 
durability of these designs. While most 
of the “signatures” we saw weren’t 
dated, several were from the 1980s 
and ’90s. Desert etiquette requires 
that you bring our own rocks rather 
than raiding existing signatures, so we 
picked up some dark rocks prior to our 
arrival and created a simple “M + J” for 
our initials. We took lots of photos, and, 
for the first time ever, I wished I had 
a camera drone to capture an aerial 
view. We used the following GPS coor-
dinates to get there in a 4WD vehicle: 
32.8732685, -114.6844447.

Parker Bound
Our time in Yuma flew by, and soon 
we moved to Parker, 120 miles to the 
north. More than a dozen RV parks 
line the shores on both sides of the 
Colorado River. We chose to stay at 
Emerald Cove Resort, a membership 
campground, across the river in Earp, 
California. We had signed up for a 
free two-night stay in exchange for 
attending a 90-minute tour of the 
facilities. While we were there, we met 
lots of RVers who were thrilled with 
their resort-membership purchase. 

One advantage — some might 
call it a hazard — of staying on the 
California side is the herds of wild 
burros roaming free in the desert and 
on the roads. We came around a blind 
corner on the Parker Dam Road and 
found them smack-dab in the middle 
of the highway. 

At a visitor center, we met Teri and 
Tim Kral, who offered to lead us to 
some little-known rock art mosaics. 
From Parker Dam Road, we entered 
Copper Basin Dune Off Highway Vehicle 
Area. You’ll need a 4WD vehicle to get 
there (GPS coordinates 34.265626, 
-114.180534). Tim told me this was 
started in 2010 by a Canadian couple, 
Vicky and Gary, from Penticton, British 
Columbia. They carried in 5-gallon 
buckets of rock and dirt to create the 
art. I counted about 25 circular stone 
mosaics with images of a butterfly, 
scorpion, hot air balloon and other 
items. They built the last one in 2014. 
Since then, other people have helped 

maintain this man-made wonder. 
Parker’s number one attraction on 

TripAdvisor is only open from noon to 
6 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays from 
October through April. The Desert Bar 
and Nellie E Saloon is located about 
10 miles northeast of Parker. It’s a 
popular place. When we arrived around 
1 p.m., the parking lot was nearly full. 
We had to wait in one line to get a beer, 
and another to get our meal. This was 
all part of the fun since we listened to 
the band, chatted with other visitors 
and watched people on the dance floor 
while we waited. 

The Emerald Canyon Golf Course 
looked like a fun course, so I called to 
get a tee time for the next day. The nice 
reservation agent told me most tee 
times were booked weeks in advance, 
but she managed to find an opening 
for nine holes at 7 a.m., which was one 
minute before sunrise. That’s no big 
deal for some people, but for me that 
was a huge effort. I’m happy to report 
it was well worth giving up an hour 
of sleep. The 18-hole championship 
course was even more beautiful close 
up than it appeared from a distance, 
with greens and fairways in great 
condition. 

In this tale of two cites, it was 
simply the best of times. 
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Berkshire XL 40D

TEST FOREST RIVER BERKSHIRE XL 40D

Forest River’s luxury diesel-pusher line benefi ts from tremendous buying power 
that leads to an unexpected sticker price

Forty feet used to be the gold standard in luxury motorhome circles, 
but that number keeps inching closer to the 45-foot mark limited by 
federal highway regulations. It’s not uncommon these days to fi nd a good 

selection of coaches at maximum allowable length, but for those who still want 
a reasonable amount of maneuverability and the option to visit RV parks without 
advertised “big rig” status, 41-42 feet seems to be a comfortable place to be.

could encourage potential buyers to 
look for missing features that allow 
the lower sticker price, but Forest 
River’s tremendous buying power 
makes it possible to produce a serious 
contender in the luxury space with all 
the required bells and whistles.

First impressions are critical, and 
the handsome lines, complemented by a 
striking paint job, send a strong message 
that this coach may have something 
unexpected going for it. Freightliner’s 
XCR raised-rail chassis provides the 
underpinning, and it’s plenty stout to 
handle weight carrying and drivability 
chores. The Cummins 380-hp engine 
is not a barnburner, but certainly can 
handle just about any road, even with 

ABOVE: Pleasing body styling and handsome graphics project a distinctive aura that will appeal to high-end buyers.

By Bob Livingston
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To get there, potential owners need 
to shell out close to $400,000, which 
typically buys highline appointments, 
two bathrooms, lots of slides, and a 
chassis that can handle a great amount 
of weight and exhibits spirited road 
manners. Diehard luxury coach fans 
might sneer somewhat at coaches built 
by companies that specialize in towables 
— especially entry-level models — 
but in the case of the Berkshire XL, 
prejudging might be a thing of the past.

The Berkshire is built by Forest 
River, a company that owns a huge 
share of the towable market, and its 
value pricing is easily misconstrued 
as a cheap pathway to a luxury coach. 
The fully loaded MSRP of $344,803 

a dinghy tagging along. Forest River 
hangs its hat on chassis strengthening 
with Tru-Brace-branded reinforcements 
upfi tted by MORryde, a company that 
specializes in chassis-improvement 
products. The effort to reduce chassis 
fl ex and smooth out the roads is appreci-
ated from behind the wheel. The coach 
handles less-than-sterling roadways 
graciously and the interior noise, other 
than the banging window shades, does 
not compete with conversations and 
music from the stereo.

Inside, the 40D fl oorplan is new for 
2019 and is a cookie-cutter arrangement 
that offers exceptional livability. The 
dark woods contrast dramatically with 
the white polished tile fl ooring and beige 
ultraleather upholstery; light-colored 
window shades, offering sun diversion 
and blackout capabilities also stand out 
against the darker décor. Valances are 
nice looking, even though maybe a little 
conservative when compared to more 
modern approaches to interior design. 
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Nevertheless, those who appreciate 
darker woods will enjoy the hominess of 
the interior from stem to stern.

It’s hard to imagine a 40-foot-plus 
coach without two bathrooms these 
days, and the accommodations in this 
department work well. The center-posi-
tioned powder room is nicely configured, 
equipped with a smaller-size porcelain 
toilet and oval sink with a designer faucet. 
There’s plenty of counterspace, but some 
owners will have to remove the toilet-
paper holder to make room for essential 
movement on the throne; it’s best to let 
the owner place it after the sale.

While the master bathroom in the 
rear is primping central, the half-bath 
will likely be used exclusively while 
on the road. The king mattress in the 
bedroom blocks floor access when the 
slides are retracted.

It takes a step-up to get into the rear 
bathroom, which has all the necessary 
amenities to pamper the occupants. 
The residential-size vacuum-flush toilet 
is very close to the adjacent wardrobe 
and another poorly placed toilet-paper 
holder amplifies the restriction but, 
again, this should be an easy fix.

On the other side of the bathroom 
door opening is a garden shower with 
glass doors that’s plenty roomy for 
any body size. Shower fixtures are well 
chosen and the small seat and shelves 
for the shampoo and soap work well. This 
might be one place where a plain-Jane 

approach helps regulate the price, but 
unless you’re a bathroom snob, you’ll 
be satisfied; especially considering the 
motorhome is outfitted with a Truma 
AquaGo instantaneous water heater, 
which supplies endless hot water. A 
small skylight brightens up the shower.

There’s plenty of room in the 
bathroom for linens and essentials, and 
counterspace is good. The backsplash, 
large medicine cabinet, oval sink and 
decorator faucet enhance the bathroom 
experience. A stacking washer/dryer are 
fit into a compartment next to the sink.

When the forward sliding door 
to the bedroom is closed, the area 
becomes a master suite, which can be 
kept private from the rest of the coach 
if guests are invited. The king bed rides 
in the slideout and has small night-
stands on both sides with charging 
stations. Cubbyhole compartments 
in the nightstands are a welcome 
touch for stashing bedside items. A 
padded headboard and windows in 
the sides of the slide are appreciated 
features. Sleeping on the mattress, 
which is not fancy, is subjective, but we 
found it plenty comfortable. Overall, 
the bedroom environment projects a 
home-like aura, a theme continued 

throughout the interior.
An opposing slide houses well-

designed cabinetry for storing clothing 
and related items above and below 
a shelf that can double as a makeup 
table (mirror excluded). One of four TVs 
hangs on the wall on the forward section 
of the cabinet structure and is easily 
viewable when lying in bed; all the TVs 
are Samsung — a departure from using 
cheap counterparts commonly found in 
value-priced RVs. Reading lights are also 
well placed, and a low-profile ceiling 
fan keeps the air moving. Three air-
conditioners can be called into service 
at the same time and worked without 
any hiccups in hot, humid weather while 
hooked up to 50-amp power.

Interior climate is controlled by the 
Precision-Plex monitor panel mounted 
on a wall adjacent to the half-bath. This 
panel can be used to operate the slides, 
HVAC and monitor tank levels, and is 
tied into a multiplex switching system. 
The Precision-Plex can be paired to a 
smartphone or tablet using a download-
able app. Controls for the 2,000-watt 
pure sine inverter and the wireless 
remote for the MAXXAIR power roof 
vent are conveniently mounted next to 
the Precision-Plex panel.

BELOW: Flush-mounted induction stove makes it easy for cooks to spread out on compact galley counter. The couch in front of the retractable TV is 
comfortable for two; the dinette booth is practical and can seat four with decent elbowroom. Freestanding table and chairs are optional.

From right: Precision-Plex panel controls 
HVAC, slideouts, awning and tank monitors. 
Downloadable smartphone app adds remote 
versatility. Well-organized utility center is easy 
to access; water manifold takes some study. 
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TEST   FOREST RIVER BERKSHIRE XL 40D

long, it works well within the 40D’s fl oorplan. It’s big enough 
to seat four adults comfortably without plate clinking, and 
offers storage below the seat cushions.

The remainder of the front living area is devoted to plenty 
of seating and entertainment. On the patio side, a small 
couch in front of the retractable TV compartment seats two 
people who can retire snugly at night on the fl ip-out bed. 
Across from the 49-inch TV is really wide optional theater 
seating within perfect eyeshot of the screen. The two seats 
don’t recline all the way, but they are still comfortable 
enough to lounge in front of the TV; cup-holders and a small 
storage compartment make it easy to hang out for long 
periods of time, even though the seat cushions are on the 
fi rm side. A JBL soundbar enhances audio.

Owners who enjoy entertaining will like the expansive 
living area and the abundance of seating. When the cockpit 
seats are turned toward the rear, the living room easily 
handles six people, with four more at the dinette. The TV 
mounted above the dashboard in the cockpit seems super-
fl uous since it can’t be viewed from the living room seating 
positions without neck craning, but it could be worth the 
expense for two people hanging out on the rear dinette seat. 
For those who enjoy satellite TV, the company can mount an 
optional Winegard HD TRAV’LER antenna to the roof.

While the décor seemed a little late-retro at fi rst, the 
darker cabinetry grew on us. The inside had a more tradi-
tional feel, combatting any movement toward to the more 
modernistic look that’s been popularized lately. Cabinetry 
workmanship was indicative of higher-priced coaches and 
even though the valance styling was a little old-fashioned, 
it looked nice. Dimmable lighting generously placed 
throughout the interior complemented the windows to 
brighten things up. Forest River offers other décor options 

The inverter powers the stainless-clad, double-door res-
idential refrigerator (drawer freezer below) when traveling. 
Operational readouts are built into the refrigerator door, and 
ice and cold water can also be dispensed from the front. A 
screw-down knob for securing the refrigerator doors while 
on the road seemed a little funky, but it worked perfectly.

Opposing slideouts in the front living parlor open up the 
area tremendously and the aforementioned white tile fl oor 
adds to the visual spaciousness. Both front slides are fi tted 
with support bars that must be removed before extending. 
We haven’t seen these for a while and would prefer a 
built-in latching system in lieu of manually positioned bars.

Not a lot of space is devoted to the galley, which is across 
from the refrigerator, pullout pantry and booth dinette, but it 
works, in part due to the fl ush-mounted induction cooktop. 
When the stove is not being used, there’s additional room 
on a solid-surface countertop for food prep, but in reality, 
unless you are a culinary afi cionado, the galley works fi ne. 
Double stainless-steel sinks serviced by a high-rise faucet; 
a large assortment of cabinets below and above the counter; 
a residential-sized microwave convection oven; and an 
optional pullout dishwasher give the galley user-friendly 
status. A mosaic backsplash classes up the kitchen counter.

A booth dinette is standard, and even though the choice 
of a freestanding table and chairs can be debated all day 

F O R E S T  R I V E R  B E R K S H I R E  X L  4 0 D

THEATER SEATS

BOOTH DINETTE

Nightstands on each side of king bed are fi tted with a charging station 
compartment for stashing nighttime items. Rear master bath is roomy 
and offers generous storage for linens, sheets and clothing. Stackable 
washer/dryer butts up to sink with solid-surface counter.

Pull-out pantry is mounted adjacent to the 23-cubic-foot, stainless-steel-
clad residential refrigerator. Water and ice dispensers are built into 
left door; the travel latch is not beautiful, but does the job. Half-bath is 
relatively roomy and has plenty of counterspace.

WASHER/DRYER

FRIDGE

KING BED

COOKTOP
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Specifi cations
Chassis
Model Freightliner XCR
Engine Cummins ISL
SAE Hp 380 @ 2,000 rpm
Torque 1,150 lb-ft @ 1,400 rpm
Transmission Allison 3000MH 6-speed
Axle Ratio 4.78:1
Tires 275/80R22.5
Wheelbase 266"
Brakes Front/Rear Air Disc/Drum S-cam
Suspension Front/Rear Neway Air/V-Ride
Fuel Capacity 100 gal
Fuel Economy 8.6 mpg
Warranty 3 years/50,000 miles drivetrain
 5 years, 100,000 miles frame rails

Coach
Exterior Length 41'
Exterior Width 8' 4"
Exterior Height with A/C 12' 5"
Interior Width 7' 11.75"
Interior Height 7'
Construction Aluminum frame, laminated 

walls, block-foam insulation, vacuum-
bonded fi berglass roof

Freshwater Capacity 103 gal
Black-water Capacity 42 gal
Gray-water Capacity 66 gal
Water-heater Capacity Truma AquaGo instant
LP-gas Capacity 24.6 gal
Air Conditioner (2) 15,000 Btu; (1) 13,500 Btu
Furnace (2) 20,000 Btu
Refrigerator 23 cu-ft residential
Inverter/Charger 2,000 watts/50 amps
Batteries (2) 12-volt chassis; (4) 6-volt house
AC Generator 10kW
MSRP $329,233.50
MSRP As Tested $344,803.50
Warranty 1 year 

Wet Weight
(Water, fuel, LP-gas tanks full; no supplies or 
passengers)
Front Axle 11,380 lbs
Rear Axle 20,200 lbs
Total 31,580 lbs

Chassis Ratings
GGAWR, F/R 12,400 lbs/24,000 lbs
GVWR/GCWR 36,400 lbs/46,400 lbs
ROCCC 4,820 lbs (Deduct weight of

passengers for net cargo capacity)
GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR Gross Combination Weight Rating
ROCCC Realistic Occupant and Cargo Carrying 

Capacity (full water, no passengers)Forest River Inc.
574-522-3693, www.forestriverinc.com

to suit customer tastes.
The driving quarters can be multi-

tasked for additional sleeping by 
deploying an electric bed lift/mattress 
that can sleep two smaller people in 
relative comfort. This is an expensive 
option ($3,200), so potential owners 
need to evaluate their needs to host 
overnight company if the couch and 
dinette won’t suffi ce. The mechanism 
is rock-solid, and the platform can be 
locked out with a key switch.

Down below, the cockpit is well 
organized with ergonomic controls 
and a 10-inch screen for entertain-
ment, navigation and to project images 
from the rear and side-mounted 
cameras. Driving comfort is supported 
by the high-backs in the cockpit, and 
long stints on the road are possible 
without complaint. The armrests are 
not adjustable, which could impact 
some people; a production change 
here would be appreciated. While the 
view through the expansive windshield 
provides excellent road visibility, the 
large pillar on the right does block 
some visibility when turning right. Also, 
the right mirror is partially obstructed, 
but the driver can acclimate quickly.

Outside, the Berkshire gets gold 
stars for being fully equipped. Lateral 
compartment doors are well fi tted and 
function without struggling. Storage 
space is abundant, augmented by 
sliding trays in the pass-through com-
partments. Shelving in a couple other 
smaller compartments makes the best 
use of the space.

The utility bay is well organized 
and the water manifold system looks 
impressive, although somewhat 
confusing without spending some time 
reading the instruction paperwork. 
Hooking up is a breeze; there’s no 
room to store the sewer hose in the 
utility, which promotes more sanitary 
conditions. A sewer hose container is 
mounted in another compartment and 
is easy to access.

Four wet-cell 6-volt batteries are 
stored in a compartment that allows 
excellent access to the fi ller caps 
— eliminating any excuses for not 
keeping the water topped off. There’s 
no reel for the power cord (which 
would be a nice addition), but owners 
will not have diffi culty coiling it up 
inside the compartment. Clear access 
to the built-in vacuum cleaner makes it 
a cinch to change bags.

Of course, a TV is mounted behind an 
access door on the patio side and all the 
slides are equipped with toppers, which 
blend in nicely with the fl ush-mounted, 
heavily tinted windows. Out back, a large 
door provides good access to the engine, 
and the ladder to the roof can be removed 
and stored in one of the compartments 
— preventing uninvited “guests” from 
climbing aboard. In a nutshell, all the 
expected exterior elements are provided 
to make outside living comfortable.

Over the years the Berkshire has 
evolved into a much more refi ned 
machine, and there is an extensive list 
of standard goodies that make this 
coach highly attractive. The economy of 
scale allows Forest River to produce a 
luxury coach at a lower price point and 
opens the fi eld to a greater demographic 
segment. While we’re not able to critique 
coaches over a long period of time, we 
suspect that the Berkshire, in its current 
iteration, will be subject to the normal 
repair sequence experienced by owners 
of just about every new coach built.

In the long run, with judicious care 
and maintenance, the Berkshire XL 
will likely serve its owners well, and 
exude pride of ownership, bolstered by 
the coach’s handsome profi le. 

WHAT’S HOT 

WHAT’S NOT 

Full-body paint and graphics, exterior 
storage, Precision-Plex/multiplex systems, 
TV quality, Truma AquaGo, utility center

Front pillar blindspot, non-adjusting cockpit 
seat arm rests, slideout stabilizer bars, 
toilet-paper holder placement
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By E. Don Smith

W
hen GPS devices fi rst became popular for automotive and RV travel 
they were little more than crude navigational tools that would sometimes 
get you where you wanted to go. Today, things are very different. Not only 
do these wonderful devices provide routing assistance, they offer a wide 

range of other features that augment a smartphone and, in some cases, can even 
double as a full-featured tablet with Bluetooth, Wi-Fi connectivity and other nice 
additions, like a dash camera. 

clearance underpass.  
Most RV-specifi c GPS devices 

require profi le programming to defi ne 
weight, number of axles, height, etc., so 
that the unit can match specifi ed routes 
safely. When driving the dinghy vehicle, 
the GPS should allow for an easy profi le 
change and route accordingly, which 
could likely be shorter and faster. 

Another difference between driving 
an automobile and a motorhome is the 
diffi culty in changing lanes, especially 
when approaching splits and exits 
that require you to be in certain lanes. 
During our testing process, we specifi -
cally evaluated the graphic presented 

As we approached this review, we 
wrote down a few things that we felt 
were important for a good GPS to offer 
a motorhome user. Since operating a 
large motorhome is very different from 
driving an automobile, the GPS has 
to be different as well. For example, 
because of a motorhome’s dimensions, 
not every road will be accessible. Some 
roads have height and weight restric-
tions, and nothing ends a nice vacation 
faster than trying to fi t a 12-foot, 6-inch 
coach under an 11-foot, 8-inch bridge. 
That’s why we tested each of these 
GPS units to see what happened when 
traveling on a road with a known low-

when approaching an interchange, just 
to make sure it offered a clear, easy-
to-see image that safely navigates the 
driver to the proper lane.

One important aspect of any GPS 
is the ability to upgrade maps and the 
operating system. A few years ago, 
updating a GPS required download-
ing a program to a computer. This 
was usually done by using a memory 
card to download the new maps or by 
plugging the GPS into a computer for 
the upgrade. With a Wi-Fi-enabled unit, 
it’s a simple click of a button, and the 
maps and software are updated as new 
versions become available.

Many states now have laws that 
prohibit distracted driving, which in 
some cases means that you have to use 
a hands-free device when talking on a 
cellphone. Professional/commercial 
truck drivers have been subject to 
this law for years and since operating 
a large motorhome is similar to a 
big rig, hands-free cellphone use is 
something we should practice as well. 
Many of the GPS devices now feature 
Bluetooth pairing with a smartphone, 
which allows placing and receiving calls 
without handling the phone. Hands-free 
phone operation is therefore another 
important feature to consider when 
searching for a suitable GPS unit.

Traveling offers enough challenges 
without having to worry about where to 
get fuel, or how far away the next rest 
area is, or where to eat or camp for the 
night. Many of these RV-specifi c GPS 
units offer an easy search function with 
destinations that are (in some cases) 
specifi c to motorhome travel. Some 
models have a specifi c button, so the 
user can look at the amenities offered 
at the next exit. 

Another important thing to look 
for is the ability to store previously 

Top RV-friendly models from Garmin and Rand McNally go head to head in a hands-on evaluation

36  MotorHome  December 2018

MH1812-GPS Comparison.indd   9/27/18   8:53 AM   - 36 -    (Cyan)MH1812-GPS Comparison.indd   9/27/18   8:53 AM   - 36 -    (Magenta)MH1812-GPS Comparison.indd   9/27/18   8:53 AM   - 36 -    (Yellow)MH1812-GPS Comparison.indd   9/27/18   8:53 AM   - 36 -    (BlacK)



Ph
ot

os
: E

. D
on

 S
m

ith

Top RV-friendly models from Garmin and Rand McNally go head to head in a hands-on evaluation
searched destinations or current 
location in the event you want to come 
back. The ability to program and edit 
various warnings is another recent 
development in GPS technology 
that we really like. Some units have 
detailed user-defi nable settings that 
will warn of upcoming or current 
features on the route such as toll 
roads, sharp curves, hills, state lines, 

time-zone changes and speed limits. 
Most GPS units have the ability to 
display the current speed, and some 
even offer a color-coded display to 
indicate when traveling above the 
speed limit. 

If you already have an automotive-
based GPS and plan on using it in the 
motorhome as well, we advise you 
rethink that strategy. Unless your 

current GPS allows vehicle profi ling, 
it will specify routes that may not be 
suitable for motorhomes. One mishap 
involving a low underpass, or a road/
bridge that is not suitable for your 
coach will cause far more problems 
than the purchase of a GPS designed 
specifi cally for motorhome use. This is 
not to mention all the other functions 
— and larger screens — that these 
units offer when compared to an older 
automotive GPS. As you can see in the 
chart on page 39, the list of features 
offered on these RV-specifi c GPS 
units is nothing short of amazing. In 
order to help you decide which model 
to choose, we rounded up fi ve of the 
top models from Rand McNally and 
Garmin that are aimed specifi cally at 
RVers. Happy trails!

GARMIN RV 660LMT 
MSRP $329.99

 The RV 660LMT is Garmin’s entry-level GPS, but 
when paired with the Garmin SmartPhone Link app on a 
smartphone, it gives the GPS many of the functions of a 
more expensive device. The SmartPhone Link (available 
on both Garmin devices) opens up some really powerful 
functions, such as weather (current or other cities, 
weather radar, weather alerts) and road conditions. There 
is also a tool called photoLive that allows you to locate 
Department of Transportation (DOT) traffi c cameras (in 
some states) within 100 miles of your current location and 
save them. Drivers can look at actual traffi c conditions 
live on the screen. The 660LMT with SmartPhone Link 
also provides access to Foursquare, which is a social 
networking program that fi nds businesses/attractions, 
etc. The advanced weather and photoLive services require 
an in-app purchase, but it’s only $5 for each one, so the 
cost is not major if you value those services. In general, we 
liked the SmartPhone Link, but we did fi nd it to be quirky at 
times. On several occasions, we had to unpair the phone, 
turn off the Bluetooth connection and start over again. 

This GPS can defi ne motorhome type, length, weight, 
etc., and will route around potential obstacles that are not 
suitable for your setup. It also has an elevation profi le to 
advise the driver of potential issues with upcoming grade 
changes.  

The 660LMT has a one-touch feature on the screen to 
change from a motorhome to a dinghy vehicle, which is 
great for those planning on moving it between vehicles. 
When searching for a campground, both of the Garmin 
units provide detailed information on each park, such as 
number of campsites, maximum length, type of electrical 
hookups, internet access and lots more. This alone gives 
the Garmin units a huge advantage over the Rand McNally 
models. The voice-activated navigation allows the driver 
to keep hands and attention where they belong and simply 
speak the address or location. The voice navigation isn’t 
perfect, but it works pretty well if you speak clearly. The 
lane change/intersection popup screens on these Garmin 
units were very easy to follow and offered plenty of notice 
to allow time to get in the correct lane. This is the smallest 
screen of the group, and it has fairly low resolution since it 
does not double as a tablet, like the more expensive Rand 
McNally units. 

Since it is not Wi-Fi based, it will be necessary to 
connect to a computer for map updates, but doing so 
once a year should not be a major problem. The mounting 
bracket is a simple suction cup for the windshield and a 
bracket that connects to the GPS. It offers a good range of 
adjustability and is not so heavy that it causes the mount to 
easily come off the windshield. 

Both Garmin units offer huge databases of RV-specifi c points of interest including 
campgrounds, service centers, towing, tire stores, etc. This is one of the features 
we like best about the Garmin models.
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MOTORHOME GPS FACE-OFF

GARMIN RV 770 LMT-S 
MSRP $349.99

This model is only $20 more than 
the Garmin RV 660LMT model we 
tested, and in our opinion it’s worth 
the small upcharge. First, it has a 
bigger screen with higher resolution. 
When paired with a smartphone you 
can also receive notifi cations that 
would normally show only on the 
phone. So, if you have various noti-
fi cations (from apps) enabled on the 
phone those will now fl ow through the 
GPS while driving, allowing the driver 
to keep focused on the road ahead 
without having to handle the phone. In 
addition to Foursquare, the 770LMT-S 
also has TripAdvisor, which adds 
even more points of interest (POI) to 
the database. It even has a feature in 
SmartPhone Link called LiveTrack 
that allows the user to share locations 
with friends or family. This model also 
has Wi-Fi that allows map updating 
without connecting to a computer. If 
you want a GPS only (no tablet), this is 

the best unit here as long as you don’t 
need some of the other functions 
offered by the tablet-based units. Just 
like the other Garmin unit, it has an 
extensive library of POIs (more than 
14,000 RV-specifi c locations) for just 
about any situation or service needed. 
The voice-activated commands on 
this unit are usually pretty good. 
When voice commands are called 
out, the unit wakes up and is ready 
for instructions. Commands such as 
Find Place, Find Address, Go Home 
and several more are available, and 
in most cases, the voice system 
worked well. 

We also tested this model for 
hands-free phone use and our 

impression is that it is only fair in this 
regard. Since the device is so thin, 
there simply isn’t enough room for a 
large speaker and therefore it doesn’t 
work that well when traveling with 
road noise. When parked — with no 
road noise — it works pretty well, but 
if you plan on using this as a main 
hands-free phone device you may need 
to look at the Rand McNally tablet 
models or a headset. The on-screen 
menus are also super easy to use 
and, like all Garmin units, these are 
reliable and really sorted out. Both of 
the Garmin units also offer the ability 
to add a backup camera or a Garmin 
babyCam to monitor other views within 
or behind/beside the motorhome.

RAND MCNALLY RVND 7
MSRP $249.99  

This is Rand McNally’s entry-level GPS, yet it still offers a 
7-inch screen. This model has preset RV types such as Class 
A, Class A with tag axle, Class B, etc., and then it allows 
setting customization of length, weight, height, propane tank, 
width, etc. It includes lifetime map updates, and a warning 
menu that is user-defi ned that allows both voice and visual 
on-screen warnings for things such as narrow roads, state 
borders, toll roads, construction areas, speed-limit warnings 
and over-speed warnings. You can even program how long the 
warnings appear on the screen. 

This device also has a “Road Atlas Information” feature for 

The Garmin RV 770 is a thin and lightweight unit. As a result, the bracket can be smaller because 
it doesn’t have to support the weight of a heavy tablet-style GPS. This also means that the rear-
facing speaker is smaller than the Rand McNally tablet models and the Garmin’s audio suffers.

The base model RVND 7 from Rand McNally has a full 7-inch screen and includes free lifetime 
maps. If you are on a budget, this is a great choice for a GPS.
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the USA, Canada and Mexico with 
information about each state, such 
as the state capital, total land area, 
largest city, total population, highest 
and lowest point. This is the only 
model tested that includes a stylus. 
Most of the time we simply used 
our fingers on the touch screen, but 
when we tried the stylus it really 
did improve the reaction time and 
it stores easily on the adjustable 
mount. This unit does not offer Wi-Fi 
or Bluetooth connectivity, so in 
order to update the maps you have 
to download a “dock” program from 
Rand McNally. This free software 
allows you to create an account for the 
device and update it as needed with a 
USB cable. The dock program offers 

some nice features as well, such as a 
device backup, custom POI import and 
Good Sam Club trip planner access.

The Rand McNally RVND also 
offers a nice lane-guidance screen at 
turnoffs and has a large database of 
POIs such as campgrounds, service 
centers, dump stations, restaurants, 
shopping, etc. Another feature that 
is very handy is the ability to search 
for POIs near the current location 
and route, in a specific city or at your 
destination. It also displays what is 
available at the exits along the route, 
which is a feature we use a lot. The 
mapping software also allows the 
user to compare two routes based on 
preferences saved in the setup menu. 
The comparison will show the route 

on a map and specify the miles and 
time on each route. It even shows if 
tolls are on the planned route. 

This base model also includes 
some RV checklists for use before 
starting a trip, and they are user 
programmable, so list items can be 
deleted or added. Also included is a 
fuel log that can be saved on the GPS 
device and summarized by quarter and 
year. There is also a built-in calculator 
and a screen to easily convert units 
from metric units. The mount is a 
basic clip-on mount with a suction cup 
that offers a reasonable, but not great, 
level of adjustability. Battery life is 
pretty short, so plan on having this one 
plugged in all the time. For its price, 
this is a good, economical unit.

Model RV 660LMT RV 770 LMT-S OverDryve 7 RV RV Tablet 70 RVND 7

MSRP $329.99  $349.99  $449.99  $349.99  $249.99 

Website

Display 

Dash/Backup Camera Sold Separately Sold Separately 2 MP forward, 8 MP rear 0.3 MP forward, 5 MP rear No

Memory Card Slot Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Wi-Fi No Yes Yes Yes No

Bluetooth Yes Yes Yes No No

Lifetime Maps Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Lifetime Traffic Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Weather Yes Yes Yes Yes No

Phone Integration Yes Yes Yes No No

Text Messaging No Display Only Yes No No

Web Browser No No Yes Yes No

Fuel Prices No No Yes Yes No

Apps and Games No No Yes Yes No

Streams Music No No Yes Yes No

Trip Meter 2 2 3 3 3

Virtual Dash Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Programmable Warnings Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Voice Commands Yes Yes Yes No No

Headphone Jack No No Yes Yes Yes

https://buy.garmin.com/
en-US/US/p/524447 

https://buy.garmin.com/
en-US/US/p/570074 

www.randmcnally.com/
product/overdryve-7-rv 

www.randmcnally.com/
product/rv-tablet-70 

www.randmcnally.com/
product/RVND-7

6.1" Touch Screen  
800 x 400 Resolution

7" Touch Screen  
1024 x 600 Resolution

7" Touch Screen  
1280 x 800 Resolution

7" Touch Screen  
1024 x 600 Resolution

7" Touch Screen  
800 x 480 Resolution

 MANUFACTURER GARMIN GARMIN RAND MCNALLYRAND MCNALLYRAND MCNALLY
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MOTORHOME GPS FACE-OFF

RAND MCNALLY RV TABLET 70 
MSRP $349.99

 The next step up in Rand McNally’s 
product line is the RV Tablet 70 with 
GPS. This is another 7-inch GPS, but it 
performs a lot more functions than the 
base model. Since this GPS is also an 
Android-platform tablet, there is a lot 
to like here for the additional $100 over 
the RVND 7. It also includes lifetime 
maps and, because the unit is Wi-Fi 
enabled, you can connect the GPS 
to a smartphone, hot spot or Wi-Fi, 
performing map and other system 
updates without any cords.

This model also includes a dash 
cam with up to six hours of video 
storage. This one also has weather, a 
camera, fuel prices and traffi c in its 
feature list and has Firefox as a built-in 
browser plus a calendar, as well as 
a link to receive email. You can also 
store music for playback through the 
built-in speaker. In order to access the 
advanced features, such as weather, 

live traffi c, etc., it is necessary to link 
this device to Wi-Fi or to a smartphone 
and use its data plan. There is even 
a menu that shows how much data 
has been consumed and which of the 
programs on the device are using the 
most data. This will allow the user to 
keep an eye on data consumption if the 
phone doesn’t have an unlimited data 
plan. Along with the functionality of a 
tablet, Rand also included several RV-
specifi c tabs, such as an RV-leveling 
app, and a tab for RV park reviews, 
plus all the other functions found in 
the base model. One thing the Rand 
models don’t offer is detailed informa-
tion on each campground, which can 
be found on the Garmin units.

This model also has a huge 
database of POIs for just about 
anything along a specifi c route. The RV 
Tablet 70 also includes the TripMaker 

app from Rand that is a very powerful 
tool for planning a trip. Also included 
is a virtual Road Atlas, which allows 
users to look at a map of the USA 
or select a specifi c region/state; it 
includes Canada as well. 

The RV Tablet 70 has a very strong 
magnetic mount between the bracket 
and the GPS, which makes removal 
easy for use as a tablet. Since this is a 
tablet, it is heavier than the GPS-only 
devices, so naturally the bracket and 
suction cup is bigger. Another thing 
we noted is that because the tablet-
based models are larger, the speakers 
and battery are larger and in general 
the audio reproduction — such as 
phone calls or music streaming — is 
much better than the smaller Garmin 
GPS-only models. Overall, this is a 
solid performer that is very easy to use 
and full featured.

live traffi c, etc., it is necessary to link app from Rand that is a very powerful 

Drivers wanting built-in options like a dash cam will have to consider either of the two Rand 
McNally tablet models. Shown is the RV Tablet 70 and it includes two cameras; the rear-facing 
camera is 5 megapixels, while the forward-facing is 0.3 megapixels.

The Randy McNally OverDryve 7 tablet GPS is thicker and heavier than the GPS-only units. This 
additional weight means it needs a bigger, heavier mount to support it. The magnetic mount shown 
here makes removing the GPS fast and easy, and the back of the mount has built-in speakers that 
produce the best audio of the group. Phone calls and streaming music are easily heard while driving.

RAND MCNALLY OVERDRYVE 7 RV 
MSRP $449.99 

This is Rand McNally’s top-of-the-line 
tablet with a built-in GPS. In addition to 
all of the above features on the other 
Rand McNally units, this one adds voice 
commands that allow the user to dial phone 
numbers, send text messages and route to 
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888-847-7010

The Last LEAK 
You’ll Ever Have. . .
The Last ROOF 
You’ll Ever Need!

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 
Seams or Skylights 

• No Streaking • No Leaks...EVER!

100%
MAINTENANCE FREE

Call for FREE Information Kit 
www.rvroofingsolutions.com

Beautifully finished seamless roof

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 

MAINTENANCE FREE

Before

10 YEARS to get this

Beautifully finished seamless roof

3  DAYS to get this!

After

Booking appointments
November and December

Southern California, 
Arizona and Nevada
Franchises Available 

www.RVRoof ingFranchise.com

10 Year Material & Labor 
No Leak Guarantee
Work performed at 
   our location or yours

                                     Financing Available

  

new addresses, etc. On an Apple iPhone, this voice function works through SIRI 
and you do not have to touch the phone. Once the route is created, the user 
can follow the map, a highway view or see an overall trip summary. Every item 
displayed on the screen can be modified, and edited, by just tapping the screen. 
For example, tapping on the upper right will change the display from 3D to 2D 
view; tap it again and go to a true north facing up display, etc. 

Live data on traffic, fuel and weather can also be displayed at the touch 
of the screen, as can arrival time, remaining time on the trip or the current 
elevation. The mount for this tablet features an adjustable suction cup for 
attaching to the windshield and a magnetic base to hold the tablet in the 
bracket. The mounting bracket on this model is very large and has its own 
built-in speakers, which makes it the best performer for audio streaming 
and hands-free use when making phone calls. We also really liked the voice 
navigation and found it surprisingly easy to simply speak the address or 
attraction and the GPS would find it and route us there. Those accustomed to 
an Apple iPad might be a little disappointed in the performance of the tablet-
part of this model, but it’s still not a bad tablet. If used on occasion to surf the 
web, etc., it will be perfectly acceptable. We really like this model and if you 
need a full-featured tablet and a GPS, this is our favorite. The only real short-
coming is that neither this nor any of the Rand McNally GPS units offer detailed 
information on RV parks, which is pretty important for motorhome owners.

All of the GPS units we tested are available online or at Camping World. Although 
we have attempted to point out the major features of each of these units, there 
are still many aspects that we didn’t cover. As with any electronic device, there 
are multiple layers of menus and features that will have to be explored to realize 
their fullest potential. All of these units are very good at providing directions to 
destinations — the biggest differences being features such as voice commands, 
Bluetooth, Wi-Fi connectivity, audio and voice quality, and the ability to run apps. 
Look carefully at the chart on page 39 and determine what you want in terms of 
features and price, and then choose the one that suits your needs. Overall, our 
favorite is the Garmin RV 770 LMT-S as the best GPS (only) model. If you want 
a tablet with a GPS and don’t mind spending the extra money, then the Rand 
McNally OverDryve 7 RV is a great choice, too. 

Sources
Camping World, 888-857-6630, www.campingworld.com
Garmin International Inc., www.garmin.com 
Rand McNally, 877-446-4863, www.randmcnally.com

The large Rand McNally 
OverDryve 7 high-res 
screen is another 
reason we like it so 
much. The integration 
of the Bluetooth phone 
connectivity, plus a full-
featured tablet and lots 
more, makes this one of 
our favorites.
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for your RV
Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies.  GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2018 GEICO

geico.com          800-442-9253 Local Office

Geico, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card
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MOTORHOME CLOSE-UP REGENCY RV NATIONAL TRAVELER

The Class B motorhome market is something of an anomaly in 
the RV industry. That’s not a refl ection on the motorhomes, mind you; 
as reported by Statistical Surveys Inc., a data-driven company that 

documents industry registrations, the Class B segment saw a sales increase of 
26.5 percent for all of 2017 and is on pace for an even bigger upswing once the 
2018 numbers are in. 
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The true picture, though, is a bit 
more opaque. 

Looking to capitalize on a market 
segment that offers all the features of 
a motorhome at a price that, in many 
instances, costs about the same as 
a high-end luxury SUV, a number of 
Class B manufacturers are introduc-
ing new, sportier models aimed at 
new demographic groups.

Originally designed by Dolphin 
Motor Coach and recently acquired 
by Fort Worth, Texas-based Regency 
RV, the National Traveler line also 
offers a bit more space than provided 

High Marks
By Bruce Hampson

REGENCY RV’S NATIONAL TRAVELER RAISES THE PROFILE 
OF CLASS B MOTORHOMES

Top: The fold-down table is ideal for under-
the-awning meal prep and dining al fresco, 
and stows conveniently away. The rear TV 
relocates easily to a bracket for outside 
viewing. Above: Storage space is adequate 
with the wide-opening, double-decker 
cabinets above the rear bench seats.

by the factory van shell, but it quite 
literally goes in another direction. Like 
a typical van conversion, the Elkhart, 
Indiana-built National Traveler will 
fi t in any space you’d be comfortable 
parking, say, a half-ton pickup — but 
unlike its counterparts, the RAM 
ProMaster-based motorhome offers 
a lot more space. This is courtesy 
of a new roofl ine that maintains the 
aerodynamic profi le of the stock RAM 
3500 ProMaster, while increasing 
ceiling height by about a foot; head 
room measures up to 7 feet, 4 inches 
in the front of the motorhome before 

stepping down to a still-impressive 6 
feet, 11½ inches through the rear.

“A ProMaster is a smaller vehicle 
to begin with,” said Don Emahiser, 
Regency vice president for sales 
and marketing. “So, we cut it at the 
roofl ine, raised it to add substantial 
space inside, then cleaned up the 
looks of what was really designed to 
be a commercial vehicle. We followed 
the lines of the vehicle but still made 
it look different. And along the way, 
we made a lot of little changes, like 
replacing the original commercial-
sized clearance lights with smaller 
LED units. It’s not just about the 
space, it’s about the look.”

That “look,” by the way, also 
includes color-matching the front 
bumper and wheel wells and a three-
dimensional graphics treatment that 
arches up over portions of the side 
windows of the top-of-the-line DLX 
test motorhome (National Traveler 
also offers the SPT and TVL models). 
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who have been around for a while 
always associated power with cubic 
inches, making the throttle response 
of the motorhome’s 220-cubic-
inch, 3.6-liter gas V-6 all the more 
impressive. Backed up by a 3.86:1 
rear axle ratio and 62 TE six-speed 
automatic, it doesn’t take much to 
push the National Traveler to, well, 
as fast as you need to go. You will, in 
fact, need to temper your enthusiasm 
until you became familiar with the 
touchy throttle.

When set up in camp, a few more 
of the National Traveler’s benefits 
become apparent. Virtually everything 
in the interior that’s not countertop, 
flooring, appliances or wood has 

MOTORHOME CLOSE-UP REGENCY RV NATIONAL TRAVELER

Top: The efficient galley includes a single-
burner True Induction cooktop, Dometic 
glass-top stainless-steel sink, 3.0-cubic-
foot Norcold refrigerator and overhead 
microwave. Above: With the table removed, 
the bench seats fold down easily to create a 
large and comfortable sleeping surface.

More than vinyl add-ons, the cladding 
allows residents to see outside while 
screening prying eyes from what’s 
going on inside. The DLX also included 
optional fiberglass running boards, 
which didn’t so much as groan under 
the weight of a 300-pound passenger, 
as well as color-coordinated wheels.

Still, while few people who buy 
a Class B motorhome are as tall as 
a player for the National Basketball 
Association, we discovered that the 
raised roofline also provides other 
benefits. Not only does it create a 
larger, more airy space inside, but it 
also lends itself to creating a lot of 
additional storage, overcoming one 
of the biggest drawbacks to Class B 
ownership. 

For example, virtually every Class 
B motorhome built today includes 
bulkhead storage cabinets. With its 
raised roofline, the National Traveler 
is able to double up on them: Stacked 
cabinets are mounted onto the upper 
interior side walls on either side of 
the rear dinette/bed, with a third, 
somewhat smaller pair mounted 
above a shorter bench seat just aft 
of the driver position. Nor are these 
insignificant storage units. The rear 
cabinets, for example, stretch nearly 
50 inches in length and, stacked, are 2 
feet high and 10 inches deep.

In fact, storage might be one of 
the National Traveler’s prime selling 
points. In addition to the bulkhead 
cabinets and ample storage beneath 
the opposing rear benches and 
the forward streetside bench, the 
motorhome features three decently 
sized drawers below the abbrevi-
ated curbside galley. A microwave, 

GALLEY

LED TV

deep-basin stainless-steel sink with 
cover, True Induction cooktop, 3.0-
cubic-foot Norcold 12-volt DC/120-
volt AC refrigerator and a flip-up 
counter for additional meal prep are 
among the galley hardware. Between 
the galley and rear dinette/sleeping 
area is a pullout pantry and a narrow 
cabinet with removable shelves that 
can be put to use as a small wardrobe 
closet. The raised roofline, by the 
way, also yields substantial open 
space above the cockpit. And, while 
the Traveler uses a typical fiberglass 
shower insert in its amidships, 
porcelain toilet-equipped bathroom 
(meaning that anyone taller than about 
6 feet, 2 inches will need to tilt their 
head a bit), there’s yet more storage 
between the bath stall and ceiling.

With more weight mounted 
higher, it would be easy to assume 
that the National Traveler behaves a 
bit top-heavy when under power, but 
that’s simply not the case. Granted, 
any Class B is considered a “high-
profile” vehicle and should be driven 
as such, but the National Traveler 
nonetheless exhibits surprisingly deft 
road manners courtesy of its stability 
control and roll mitigation. It’s also 
quiet, a testament to its original Fiat 
design and the integration of the new 
roofline; there’s minimal wind noise 
created by the front end or extended 
mirrors at highway speeds. Even with 
the onboard 2.8-kW gas generator 
running to keep the house cool, front 
passengers can converse easily.

What’s more, the additional 
weight on this Class B conversion 
seems to have little effect on the 
ProMaster’s performance. Many folks 

REMOVABLE DINETTE

BENCH SEATS FOLD-OUT TABLE
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been covered in a padded off-white 
soft-touch ultraleather material. That 
includes the front seats, benches and 
backrests, interior walls and doors, 
the ceiling — even the back of the 
cabinets. 

“It’s just very durable and it’s 
easily cleaned,” said Emahiser. A 
slight misadventure with a can of soda 
hammered home this point.

The DLX also includes a Furrion 
entertainment center. There’s a 
Bluetooth exterior speaker with 
LED lighting mounted high curbside 
along with a Firefl y Integrations 
Multiplex system, on-demand water 
heater, 13,500-Btu Coleman-Mach 
air conditioner, exterior shower, 
12-foot Carefree of Colorado lighted 
power awning, 2,000-watt inverter 
and 16,000-Btu Suburban furnace. 
A half-dozen 120-volt AC electrical 
outlets are interspersed throughout 
the interior. 

The test motorhome also came 
equipped with an optional second 
32-inch Samsung LED TV above the 
entry door, but one may very well 
be enough. The sightlines of the 
second TV aren’t the greatest, and 
the standard screen can be removed 
from its rear position near the dinette/
bed and set into a mount on a lower 
cabinet for outside use along with a 
small drop-down outside table. Ad-
ditionally, two removable power pads 
control various operations, from the 
awning to lights and the generator.

The DLX tested here was the 
fi rst of its kind, and Emahiser noted 
that the builder plans to make a few 
changes in addition to dropping the 
second “l” in Traveller (as seen in the 
photos). As shown, the DLX sports a 
rear dinette, with the 32-by-18-inch 
table stowing securely in an integrated 
pouch on one of the rear European-
style doors. Production units will have 

Regency RV
800-839-7551, www.regencyrv.com

Chassis
Model RAM ProMaster
Engine 3.6-liter gas
SAE Hp 280 @ 6,400 rpm 
Torque 260 lb-ft @ 4,400 rpm 
Transmission 62 TE 6-speed automatic
Axle Ratio 3.86:1
Front Tires LT225/75R16C
Rear Tires LT225/75R16C
Wheelbase 159"
Brakes Disc
Suspension (F/R) Independent/Leaf spring
Fuel Capacity 24 gal
Fuel Economy  12-18 mpg 
Warranty 2-year/unlimited powertrain

Coach
Exterior Length 20' 10" 
Exterior Width 6' 8"
Exterior Height 9' 9"
Interior Width 6' 1"
Interior Height 7' 4"
Construction ProMaster van body, 
 fi berglass raised roof 
Freshwater Capacity 20 gal
Black-water Capacity 8.5 gal
Gray-water Capacity 27 gal
Water-heater Capacity On-demand
LP-gas Capacity 4.7 gal
Air Conditioner 13,500 Btu   
Furnace 16,000 Btu  
Refrigerator 3.0 cu-ft
Inverter 2,000-watt  
Converter/Charger 60 amps
Batteries (1) 12-volt chassis, (1) 12-volt AGM house 
AC Generator 2.8 kW 
MSRP $120,393
MSRP as Tested $125,975
Warranty 5 years, 60,000 miles   

Weight
UVW  8,260 lbs
GVWR 9,350 lbs
GCWR 11,500 lbs
OCCC 1,090 lbs
UVW Unloaded Vehicle Weight
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR Gross Combination Weight Rating
OCCC Occupant and Cargo Carrying 
 Capacity (no water, no passengers)

Manufacturer’s Specifi cations

two eating locations: one to the rear 
and the other utilizing the front swivel 
seats. Another planned fl oorplan 
will incorporate a second drop-down 
rear bed. “You’ll sacrifi ce some of the 
storage capabilities,” said Emahiser, 
“but you’ll have a Class B that will 
sleep four adults. That’s unheard of.”

As noted earlier, the National 
Traveler was initially designed by 
Dolphin Motor Coach, a builder of 
high-end Class B coaches on the 
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter platform. 
It’s a market that Regency shares 
with its Xalta Class B. It’s also a 
market that demands quality design 
and construction and those same 
attributes are evident throughout the 
National Traveler. Realistically, the 
only drawback we noticed was the 
questionable mating of the new rear 
spoiler — home to the rear backup 
camera — to the fi berglass roof. As in 
front, the replacement top also sheds 
the rather ugly commercial clearance 
lights with smaller and sleeker LED 
counterparts.

The National Traveler DLX also 
features two items that Dolphin 
pioneered on its Sprinter lines: an 
automotive-style wiring harness 
to simplify manufacturing and, if 
necessary, repair, and the optional 
NDW water-fi ltration system. An 
ozone-based water fi ltration and 
purifi cation system that combines 
a 5-micron fi ltration system with 
Ozotech’s proprietary activated 
oxygen/ozone generator, the NDW is 
said to create clean water no matter 
what the source.

Whether it’s used for camping or 
a replacement for an SUV with a lot 
more capability, the National Traveler 
is among a growing number of gas-
powered Class B’s that have made the 
platform a lot more affordable and 
virtually eliminated the segment’s 

been covered in a padded off-white 

The Firefl y Integrations Multiplex system with Vegatouch panel 
allows convenient control of all the motorhome’s systems like 
lighting, HVAC, window shades and more via the touch pads or 
smart-device apps.

Smart Control

perception of high-end exclusivity. And 
speaking of perceptions, there’s no 
denying that when you are inside the 
National Traveler, the raised ceiling 
creates the perception of being in a 
larger motorhome. 
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ON CLOUD NINE
A 2002 TIFFIN ZEPHYR 43 CHECKS OFF ALL THE BOXES FOR THIS FLORIDA COUPLE

“The quality is remembered 
long after price is forgotten.” 
Those are the words 

attributed to Aldo Gucci, whose 
family name is synonymous with 
Italian luxury goods, but they apply 
equally well to the search for a used 
motorhome. In more than two years 
of scoping out classic rides, we 
have found that the most satisfi ed 
owners were those who considered 
quality over price, or even age, 
when choosing their RVs. Russ and 
Maryann Erdman, with their 2002 
Tiffi n Zephyr 43, are proud members 
of that club.

“I’ve been a contractor for 
30-plus years,” Russ said. “I 
appreciate quality and I recognize 
great workmanship.”

The couple originally owned a 
35-foot Bounder, but on a trip to 
Colorado they found themselves 

“driving with white knuckles” as they 
navigated the mountains. Tired of 
being passed by every truck on the 
road, they decided that what they 
really needed was a diesel pusher, 
or as Maryann put it, “a big, heavy 
coach.”  Determined to make an 
informed choice, they spent two to 
three years researching their options. 
Because buyers “take a big hit on 
new motorhomes,” Russ wanted 
to forego the initial depreciation in 
favor of a used model. They narrowed 
their focus to motorhomes produced 
between 2000 and 2006. Their wish 
list items included a large, powerful 
engine; tag axle; and a manufacturer 
with a reputation for quality and 
customer service. 

The couple found their 2002 Tiffi n 
Zephyr in storage at a North Carolina 
campground in 2014. It had a “For 
Sale” sign in the window and the door 

By Ann Eichenmuller
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was unlocked, so they took a peek 
inside. 

“We just loved the woodwork and 
the colors,” Maryann said, enthusi-
astically.

The light fl ooring, white upholstery 
and solid-surface counters created 
a bright, contemporary interior and 
perfectly set off the solid-walnut 
cabinetry. The Erdmans saw the 
interior attention to detail as a clear 

Russ and Maryann Erdman enjoy the cool 
breezes and the quiet of the RV lifestyle.

The Cummins 500-hp diesel makes towing a 
trailer easy, even in mountainous terrain.
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The white upholstered Flexsteel furnishings and light-colored tile fl ooring brighten the interior. 

mark of the coach’s overall quality. 
With a Cummins 500-hp diesel 

engine, Allison six-speed transmis-
sion and a Spartan chassis, there was 
no question that the Zephyr could 
handle any challenge on the road. The 
motorhome had been lightly used, with 
only 46,000 miles on the odometer, 
and was in excellent condition inside 
and out. Equipped with two slides, 
the coach had been a top-of-the-line 
model in 2002, ordered with every 
available option except the rear ladder, 
and came in at just under $400,000. 
The Zephyr’s seller, who purchased 
the unit from the original owner, had 
never even used the coach due to the 
unexpected death of his wife. The 
Erdmans were able to “work a deal 
and a trade” that satisfi ed the seller 
and allowed the couple to purchase the 
Tiffi n for a reasonable price.

That is not to say everything 
was perfect, but Russ and Maryann 
stress that anyone buying a used RV 
should realize that “you don’t have to 

do everything at one time.” In terms 
of maintenance, in the fi rst year the 
couple had most of the fl uids changed, 
and in the second year they replaced 
the coolant and had all belts, hoses 
and fi lters checked. Other initial costs 
included new front tires, a refrigera-
tor cooling unit and an inverter. Russ 
credits Tiffi n’s customer service with 
making upkeep easier.

“Tiffi n support is absolutely the 
best,” he says emphatically. “I had a lot 
to learn, and the previous owner really 
didn’t know his RV, so he couldn’t help. 
Something would go wrong, and I’d get 
Tiffi n on the phone, and usually it was 
some little thing they could walk me 
through. I have nothing but good things 
to say about Tiffi n!”

In addition to maintenance, Russ 
installed a fi replace, three smart fl at-
screen TVs with sound bars (two inside 
and one outside), new carpet and LED 
lights throughout. Most notably, he 
also did some amazing tile work. Glass 
tile is used as a backsplash to frame tile is used as a backsplash to frame 

FLYING HIGH 
The Zephyr is still being manufactured by Tiffi n 
today with an MSRP around $640,000. A used 
model like the Erdmans’ 43-foot Zephyr, built 
between 2000 and 2006, can be found on the 
market for between $79,000 and $145,000, 
though the average is closer to $90,000. 

The original paint on the Zephyr still shines.
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the fi replace, and is also on the stairs. 
It gives the coach a sleek, custom 
look and is one of many reasons 
guests cannot believe the Erdmans’ 
motorhome is 16 years old. Both Russ 
and Maryann point out that modifi ca-
tions like fl ooring, backsplashes and 
TVs are really the “inexpensive stuff,” 
and while they make an impression, 
they should not be a main consideration 
when making a used RV purchase. 

“Your criteria should be the condition 
of the high-dollar items, the ones 
that are expensive to replace, like the 
engine or the generator,” Russ explains. 
“Everything else is easy to redo.”

Unlike many of the classic ride 
owners we’ve met, Russ and Maryann 
are not snowbirds. Their home is on a 
beach in Florida, the same mecca that 
many motorhome enthusiasts fl ock 
to each winter, so you probably won’t 
fi nd the Erdmans exploring the road in 
January. Instead, they use their Zephyr 
to fi nd solitude and to escape the 
summer heat.

“By June, we want to get away. We’re 
looking for cool air and a place without 
crowds,” Russ says with a laugh.

The couple has headed north the 
past six years, spending at least some 
of each vacation staying by the shore 
of Lake Superior. It’s a beautiful area 
where Russ says their view regularly 

includes “watching an eagle grab a 
fi sh.” When we spoke, they had even 
applied to manage their favorite 
campground there for the month of 
September. 

“We love meeting folks who are 
heading through, exchanging informa-
tion and ideas,” Russ observes. “We’ve 
made friends from all over the country.” 

Maryann agrees, “It’s like having a 
whole other life.”

That is the beauty of the RV lifestyle 
and the dream behind motorhome 
ownership. For the Erdmans, that 
dream has become a reality — thanks 
to their 2002 Tiffi n Zephyr, a quality 
classic ride. 

RV ARMOR is a Federally 
Registered Trademark  
of RV Armor, Inc.  
All Rights Reserved.

SEAMLESS

BEFORE

AFTER

www.RV-ARMOR.com 
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-782-7667)

leak and  
worry-free  
FOR LIFE.

Lightweight: Seamless, and  
maintenance-free
Convenient: Don’t Move! We’ll 
come to you and install your 
new roof. Two-day process with 
nationwide service.
Affordable: Less expensive than 
a traditional roof replacement
Permanent: Lifetime material 
and labor  
warranty.  
Tracked by  
the VIN #

RVArmor Lifetime 
Roof

Clockwise, from below left: The fi replace, incorporating glass tile, has become a focal point of the 
motorhome. The solid-walnut cabinetry is a mark of Tiffi n quality. Glass tile on the entry stairs is a 
creative touch that adds interest to an often-overlooked area.

The glass-tile backsplash gives depth and 
sets off the white counters in the bathroom 
and kitchen. 
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Ultimate Blow Dryer 
When I return home from a trip, I wash my motorhome to clean off the bugs and road grime, and also to get the coach 
ready for storage. But, after washing the coach in the driveway, water spots are always a persistent problem due to 
the size of the motorhome. To solve the problem of water spotting, I use our leaf blower to blow the water from the 
motorhome, similar to the way it’s done at a commercial car wash. The leaf blower has enough power to remove the 
water without doing any damage to the graphics, and leaves behind a clean and spot-free surface. 
Denny Doucette | via email

Screen Time
While set up in camp, Class B and Class C motorhomes 
can often benefit from additional ventilation at times 
by rolling down the cab-door windows. The problem 
is, insects and other critters are extremely quick to 
find their way into the interior when the windows are 
open. I solved this problem with some screen, magnets, 
and hot glue, for an easy and rewarding project. Now, 
whenever we need some cross-ventilation, I install the 
screen to the magnets around the windows, roll them 
down and enjoy the breeze. 
Kay Black | Seymour, Tennessee

Kid Catcher
We found a solution to make the cabover sleeping area 
in our Class C much more child-friendly. We bought a 
1-by-8-by-96-inch piece of poplar lumber. It sits between 
the cushions and the back of the front cabin. This helps 
to prevent a child from rolling off the sleeping area. We 
attached cleats on the wall to create a groove, and also 
attached the ladder brackets to this piece of lumber. 
Finally, we cut circles in the top of the lumber for 
hanging odds and ends on hooks. The entire unit can be 
picked up and stored when not in use.
Nancy Cable | via email

QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN
TECH SAVVY

Have an Idea?  Quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750 
Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Photos must be high-resolution, 
at a minimum of 1,400 by 1,400 pixels. If your tip is published, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN.

Wipe Clean
When driving from a warm, humid 
climate into a cold front, the glass on 
a motorhome’s windshield often will 
suddenly become cold, and moisture 
will quickly condense on the inside 
— making road and traffic visibility 
instantly terrible. It might also be 

raining, but neither the wipers nor the 
defroster will help. Apart from pulling 
over until visibility improves, there is 
a solution. If your motorhome is like 
most, the windshield is too large and 
expansive for the driver to wipe off, 
which is an unsafe practice to begin 
with. That’s where your co-pilot comes 

in. Using a soft towel (cloth or paper) 
wrapped and secured with rubber 
bands around a Swiffer base with a 
long handle, your co-pilot can quickly 
wipe off the glass, making it easy to see 
once again. After a while, your blood 
pressure even returns to normal.
Jay Sigel | Pearland, Texas 
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MO.*

$535PER 
MO.*

866-9-RV-CENTER  |  RV.com/MotorHome

U P  T O

New!  2019 THOR MOTOR COACH
FREEDOM TRAVELER A30

New!  2019 THOR MOTOR COACH
FREEDOM ELITE 22FE

STK.# 1527373 • Syracuse, NY • MSRP $129,850 • Now $87,999*

Based on 10% down @ 5.25% APR for 240 mos.

STK.# 1532400 • Madison, WI • MSRP $86,550 • Now $59,999*

Based on 10% down @ 5.25% APR for 240 mos.

40” LED TV W/SWIVELFRIDGE

ST
EP

-U
P

MICRO

CLOSET

ENTRY

CAB-OVER
BUNK

54” X 96”
SLEEPING

AREA

QUEEN BED
60” X 74”

SH
OW

ER
24

” X
 3

6”

76” DREAM DINETTE

FLIP-UP C-TOP

PANTRY
PRIVACY
CURTAIN

* Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in AR, CA, FL, GA, LA, MS, OH, OK, OR, TX, TN, WA, 
or UT). Inventory and fl oorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the nearest authorized dealer. Contact your area dealer for availability. Vehicle identifi cation 
numbers posted at dealership. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other offer and not applicable to prior sales. Offer(s) valid at any Camping 
World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. (c) 2018 FreedomRoads, LLC. The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. and used with permission. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks 
is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. Offers expire 11/25/2018. FR095808-0918
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HOLIDAY EVENT!

LIMITED TIME OFFER! November 15 - December 15
on EU3000is CARB Compliant and EU3000i Handi™ CARB Compliant Generators

$100 OFF
CLUB MEMBERS

Nests for 
compact storage

Magma Nesting Cookware, 
7-Piece Set #71293
Includes 2 qt. sauce pan, 
5 qt. stock pot, 10" sauté 
pan, lids, removable handle 
and bungee storage cord.  
Reg. $172 | ° | 

CLUB SALE
$11997

Adventurer Three-Speed Folding Trike #87466
Features hand and foot brake, 20" tires on alloy wheels, 
adjustable seat and handlebars, rear cargo basket. 
Reg. $429.99 | ° | 

12"W 
padded 

seat

20" tire 
dia.

250 lb. 
capacity

Folds to 
36"L x 291⁄2"W x 

291⁄2"H

CLUB SALE
$29997

Folds to 
36"L x 291⁄1⁄1 2⁄2⁄ "W x 

291⁄1⁄1 2⁄2⁄ "H
FREE

ASSEMBLY!
SUPERCENTERS 

ONLY

Interlocking Stackable 
Organizer #110021
163⁄4"L x 14"W x 41⁄2"D. 
Reg. $22.99

CLUB SALE
$1897

WHILE 
SUPPLIES LAST!

Gray Folding Camp Cot #109952
Carbon steel X-frame with heavy-duty PVC-
coated polyester fabric. Supports up to 265 lbs. 
75"L x 28"W x 181⁄2"H. Stores at: 33"L x 8"W x 4"H. 
Reg. $49.99 

CLUB SALE
$3497 WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

Aqua Soft Tissue, 4-Pack #9888
100% biodegradable. Two-ply. 
Club SALE $4.79 Reg. $5.59

SuperCenters only. Limit 4 per customer.

CLUB MEMBERS

BUY 1 GET 1

50% OFF!

  

Little Red Portable Campfire #34763
Realistic logs, 8' hose and adjustable regulator store inside. 
Connects to 5 lb. or larger propane tank (sold separately).   
Reg. $194.99 | ° | 

9"H x 121⁄2" dia.

CLUB SALE
$15497

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 $40

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 $30

14' Reach

101⁄2' Telescoping Ladder #69450
Lock into place then telescope 
to compact size for easy storage. 
One-touch release. Silicone 
swivel feet provide a sure grip 
on any surface. OSHA and ANSI 
approved. | Reg. $239.99 | °
121⁄2' Ladder (not shown) #69451
Club SALE $269.97 
Reg. $344.99 | °

CLUB SALE
$19997

CLUB SALE
$1847

CLUB SALE
$4497

BEST SELLER! Heavy-duty RV 
Wash & Wax, Gallon #19909 
Reg. $31.99 
32 oz. (not shown) #19944  
Club SALE $6.27 Reg. $10.49

Body Spa Adventure RV 
Shower, Nickel #94092 
Patented Oxygenics design 
amplifies pressure, conserves 
water. | Reg. $59.99 
Chrome #94093  
Club SALE $42.97 Reg. $57.99
White #94094  
Club SALE $36.97 Reg. $49.99

Vintage RV, Gray

Vintage RV, Taupe

Vintage RV, Ivory

Perfect 
for RV 
Beds!

on All Sheet Sets!

 CLUB MEMBERSSave 35%

Navy

IvoryNEW!

CW
09
50
34
_M
H

91⁄4"L x 733⁄4"W x 41⁄2"H

Large Wheel Chock #56859
Sized for larger truck, trailer and 
RV tires. Club SALE $7.89 Reg. $8.79

CLUB MEMBERS

BUY 1 
GET 1 FREE!

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save up 

 
to $75

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 $130

Supports up to 250 lbs.

SUPPLIES LAST!

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 30%

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 40%

Carry bag 
included

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
MEMBERS

Save
MEMBERS

$30

Only weighs 
44 lbs.

Folds down small enough 
to fit in car trunk

CLUB SALE
$14997

RoadTrip™ LXE #27551
Reg. $174.99 | ° | 

CLUB 
MEMBERS

Save
 $50

ChromeWhite

Nickel
Center 
stream

Smart 
pause flow Wide stream

+Focus stream
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QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN
TECH SAVVY

When a customer is unhappy with 
a purchase, they would expect to 
be able to speak with a company 
representative in order to rectify the 
situation. In this case, Ginsburg was 
unable to connect with a live person, 
which can be quite frustrating.

We passed along Ginsburg’s 
correspondence to Magellan in the 
hope that the company would offer 
a replacement; whether it would 
be the exact older model Ginsburg 
requested would be up to the 
company.

We didn’t hear back from 
Magellan, but Ginsburg offered the 
following update:

Thank you most sincerely for Hot 

Line’s wonderful assistance in 
resolving the problem I was having 
with noncommunication regarding a 
Magellan GPS unit. This week I 
received an email from Magellan 
offering me an alternate model, and 
within two days they dispatched the 
replacement unit. This was only due to 
Hot Line’s intervention, and I’m 
grateful to you for your help!
D.G.

Contact Hot Line for HelpTake Action
Hot Line assists in mediating confl icts between consumers and RV dealers and manufactur-
ers, accessories suppliers and service providers. After exhausting all other resources, send 
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036 
and enclose copies of appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. Selected letters will be edited and published unless otherwise requested.

Please help me with a problem that I have with my Magellan GPS. On 
December 6, 2017, I bought a Magellan GPS model 5430T-LM online. 

The GPS was a new unit and was sold with a one-year warranty. On April 
23, I emailed Magellan with a list of all the problems I had experienced with 
this GPS. Some of those problems include the screen blacking out; the unit 
not giving instructions; losing the route when we switch it off, as in while 
shopping; and the GPS not allowing the “optimize” function to enable us to 
change the order of destinations. Plus, even after I set the speed warnings to 
give a 5 mph buffer above the set speed limit, the unit periodically resets itself 
to zero tolerance.

Incidentally, it was no mean feat to contact Magellan. The company doesn’t 
supply an email address or a phone number. Plus, its online contact program 
limits the number of characters you can use in a letter to them. I didn’t receive 
a reply to my April email, so I sent another one on May 7 and included the text 
of the previous email. Magellan’s reply was an automated answer saying they 
received my correspondence. 

On May 28 I sent another email, again with no response. In the correspon-
dence, I requested an older [reconditioned] model 5230T-LM in place of the 
new 5430T-LM. I previously owned a 5230T-LM, and it worked, but I have lost 
faith in the new model after experiencing so many problems. 

Your help with resolving this issue will be greatly appreciated. 
David Ginsburg | Richmond, British Columbia, Canada

Off the Mark
After canceling an order that didn’t 
ship as promised, a reader asked for 
assistance with getting a refund.
He wrote:

I ordered a system from Bullseye 
Leveling LLC after being assured it 
would ship two days after payment 
was received. Bullseye even offered a 
signifi cant discount if I paid with a 
check rather than a credit card. The 
company was quick to answer every 
phone call and email prior to the 
purchase, but once my $1,750 check 
was cashed, communication stopped. 
After weeks of no word on the status 
of my order, I canceled it. The 
company replied that it was going to 
“refrain” from processing my refund. 
Can Hot Line please help?
Matt Keechle | Maineville, Ohio

When a company fails to make good 
on a promise, the consumer may or 
may not possess the right to cancel 
a transaction. This is a good time to 
remind potential buyers to read the 
fi ne print; sometimes, companies 
run out of product, or have a limited 
supply, especially when promotions 
such as reduced price and expedited 
shipping are in play. We did reach out 
to Bullseye Leveling LLC in an attempt 
to get Keechle a refund. A few weeks 
later, we received the following note 
from Keechle:

I have received a full refund from 
Bullseye Leveling. Thank you for 
helping me get my money back.
M.K. 

Is Anybody Out There?
At his wit’s end after the manufacturer of a de-
fective GPS unit would not reply to his repeated 
requests, a reader asked Hot Line to intervene.
He wrote:
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Small footprint is perfect 
for RV living!

DISH Wally® HD Satellite Receiver #87758 Club SALE $79.99 Reg. $89.99

USER-FRIENDLY FEATURES!

•  Works with any DISH® satellite 
antenna to bring you Pay As You Go 
Programming

• Radio frequency remote can be used  
   inside or outside the RV, through the
   wall up to 200 ft. away
• Locate your missing remote with the  
   remote finder

• Easy access to your favorite apps
   and streaming content like Netflix
   (requires streaming membership 
   and Wi-Fi Adapter)
•  Additional Wally™ accessories 

available including: Bluetooth adapter 
and headphones, Wi-Fi adapter and 
additional remotes

With DISH® Pay As You Go 
programming*:

•  Pay only for the months you use
•  Compatible with all DISH-specifi c 

antennas and most mobile satellite 
antennas

•  Only DISH lets you watch your favorite 
shows in HD

•  No charge to start or stop monthly 
service

•  Programming for as little as $34.99 
per month!

Enjoy DISH® Pay As You Go Programming 
with the Wally Receiver!

Take HD TV on an
  Adventure

Enjoy DISH® Pay As You Go Programming 

Small footprint is perfect 
for RV living!

SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.877.793.4801    |    CampingWorld.com /shop

Hurry, offer expires November 25, 2018. Call Camping World at 1.877.793.4801 to activate your DISH programming!

 *Important Terms and Conditions: All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. 

 Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment 
upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualifi ed former customers. Offers 
subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

Dish Network, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card
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Guardian Shield Blocking 
Airfl ow?

Recently I bought a GMC Canyon 
4X4 with an automatic transmis-

sion and two-speed transfer case. 
The owner’s manual says to put 
the transfer case in neutral and the 
transmission in park to fl at tow. I 
have a Roadmaster Guardian Shield. 
The owner’s manual says using this 
shield could damage the transmis-
sion. I have asked several mechanics, 
and talked to three people on the 
phone at General Motors. No one can 
tell me why it could do damage. The 
last person told me if the manual 
says not to, I probably should not use 
it. What is your take on this?
Leo Mehlhaff | Nampa, Idaho

I contacted Roadmaster tech 
support (800-669-9690) on your 

behalf. The representative advised 
that GM states that the Roadmaster 
Guardian Shield blocks too much 
airfl ow, which doesn’t allow 
suffi cient cooling of the transmis-
sion during towing of this particular 
model vehicle. Roadmaster instead 
recommends using its Tow Defender 
unit, which allows suffi cient airfl ow 
for your vehicle, protecting the front 
of the vehicle and the transmission.

TECH SAVVY

Fuel Effi ciency
I have a friend who is an ASE-
certifi ed mechanic in Canada 

and does a lot of work on German 
vehicles. A German couple came into 
his shop and asked him to repair their 
motorhome that was on a 30-day visa 
before it had to go back to Germany. It 
was not getting the gas mileage that 
it should. Under the hood was what 
appeared to be a standard Ford engine. 
It was a minor repair (I believe he said 
it was a sensor). He asked them what 
kind of mpg/kpl they were getting. 
When told the equivalent of 31 mpg, 
he did not believe them. So, he topped 
the tank off and spent a day driving 
around, then fi lled the tank again. He 
said that 31 mpg was what they got. 
The customer told him they were not 
allowed to bring the motorhome into 
the States long term. Could something 
like this be true? How can this be 
possible? Is it a change in computer 
programming, carburation, or some 
other means?
Joe Swenson
Brooklyn Center, Minnesota

Europe has had very high fuel 
prices for a long time, and this 

has spawned a number of innovative, 

compact and lightweight motorhomes 
built for the European market. 
There’s a good chance it was a Hymer 
coach. Many have tiny (based on our 
standards) four-cylinder engines, 
often turbodiesels. Many of these are 
not compliant with U.S. motor-vehicle 
laws, including emissions regulations. 
Thus, they are not imported for sale. 

Solar-panel Care
In reading the article on installing 
a Solar Power system in the 

August issue (“Watt do You Need?”), 
many of the processes were well 
covered. However, the issue of mainte-
nance was not covered; it is otherwise 
a well-written article that covers many 
issues of selection and installation of 
the system. My motorhome roof seems 
to be a magnet for road fi lm, tree sap, 
bird droppings, etc., that would affect 
the effi ciency of a roof-mounted system. 
How would you measure the system 
effi ciency and know when to clean the 
panels, and what do you use to clean 
the panels? I would assume harsh 
cleaning chemicals would damage the 
solar panels, so mild cleaning solutions 
would be used. Are there other routine 
maintenance items to be considered? 
Pete Garrett | Huntsville, Alabama

By Ken Freund

QUICK TIPS | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN

We just purchased a 2018 Equinox, the 1.5-liter 
turbo with front wheel drive. I followed the 
dinghy directions, but the security alarm 
continues to “peep.” I contacted the dealer 

and was informed that it will continue to peep for ap-
proximately 30 minutes, then stop. The listing for the 2017 
Equinox advises to remove fuse 32 (as stated in Motor-
Home’s Guide to Dinghy Towing). That does not work on 
the 2018 since it’s a different engine. I think the dealer just 
doesn’t want anyone to remove fuses. Has MotorHome
updated its towable list to include the 2018 Equinox?
Paul Dyresen | via email

Towing a 2018 Chevrolet Equinox
MotorHome’s 2018 Guide 
Dinghy to Towing (www.

motorhome.com/download-
dinghy-guides) lists your 
model as approved by the 
manufacturer for fl at towing, 
and the 2018 Chevy Equinox 
owner’s manual lists it as 
towable as well, but does not 
mention the removal of any 
fuses. We were able to confi rm that your dealer was 
correct and that the noise should stop after 30 minutes.
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Solar panels are generally durable 
and fairly resistant to cleaning 

chemicals, but you only want to use 
products that are just strong enough 
to get the cleaning job done. Mild 
household cleaners, such as Simple 
Green, should be adequate for most 
crud. Effectiveness of the panels 
depends on intensity of sunlight, which 
varies with the season and time of day, 
as well as with cloud cover and haze, 
etc. These factors make it diffi cult to 
compare the difference between clean 
and dirty. You could simply check the 
panels when you wash the motorhome, 
or after being bombarded with environ-
mental elements. Devices to measure 
effi ciency are available, but it’s much 
cheaper to just keep the panels clean. 
You should also check mounting bracket 
security, and ensure that any holes that 
go into the roof are properly sealed.

Slow Oil
My motorhome came with a 5.5-kW 
Generac (Primepac 5500) gas 

generator. I change the oil and fi lter, 
but fi nd it extremely slow refi lling the 
oil. It takes only about 1 ounce at a time 
because it seeps down so slowly. That 
means about 48 increments — ugh! A 
local Briggs & Stratton tech had no sug-
gestions, but said he experiences the 
same dilemma. Do you have any sugges-
tions to speed up the addition of new oil?
Darrell Fevergeon | Bend, Oregon

First, make sure you are using 
the right viscosity oil for the 

anticipated conditions you will be 
operating in. Viscosity that is too 
“thick” will fl ow very slowly at low 
temperatures. Then, when it comes 
time to pour oil, fi rst heat it to about 
150 degrees Fahrenheit. This can be 
done by heating it in intense sunlight, 
or by warming the oil container in a 
pot of hot water. Just be careful not to 
overheat it and melt the plastic!

Starter Failures
We purchased a new Thor A.C.E. 
in 2013. Now with just over 27,500 

miles on the odometer, we have had 
two starters go bad. The fi rst starter 
went out in 2016 at 20,150 miles, and 
the second failed recently at 27,300 
miles. The symptoms were the same 
both times: turn on the key and the 
starter just sits there unresponsive. 
Both failures occurred at out-of-the 
way locations resulting in long tows 
and trip interruption headaches. 
The fi rst starter was replaced under 
warranty at a Ford facility and the 
second replaced at a large RV repair 
shop. I was told that power was at the 
starter when the key was turned on, 
so I assume the diagnosis is correct. 
Is there a design issue with Ford F-53 
V-10 starters? Are other owners having 
issues with them? Do I need to carry 
a spare starter wherever I go? This is 
our fi rst RV and we are now getting 
worried about traveling out of town.
Gary Koch | Hemet, California

I have not heard of a particular 
problem with starters on these 

models. However, excessive heat can 
“cook” starters, and you live in an area 
with high summer temperatures. If the 
starter is right next to the exhaust, a 
heat shield between the two might be 
an answer. Although you didn’t state 
whether the replacement starters 
were rebuilt parts, some off-brands 
are known for high failure rates. If you 
are concerned and are handy as a do-
it-yourselfer, you might carry a spare 
starter. If not needed, you can always 
sell it later on eBay or Craigslist. 

Removing Decals — Tip
I was reading about removing the fi lm 
off the front of motorhomes. We did 
a lot of what was said. My husband 
fi nally used a decal eraser and it 
worked well. It still took a lot of time, 
but it looks great. 
Patti Patterson | Saint Charles, Iowa

Thanks for sharing your experience. 
Decal eraser tools are available from 
many sources, including paint and 
body supplies stores, Walmart, Lowe’s, 
Amazon, etc.

Obscure Air Leak
I have a 2015 Itasca motorhome 
on a Freightliner XCS chassis. I’m 

trying to fi nd an air leak in the portion 
of the system that controls air bag fi ll/
dump and leveling. I already isolated 
the problem to this area with testing. 
Unfortunately, the problem increases 
in severity as the ambient temperature 
drops (and starts around 60 degrees). 
Hence, soap-and-water tests fi nd 
nothing when conducted in the heated 
shop. As part of my investigation, I 
have been told the air bags drain and 
fi ll during normal running down the 
road to maintain the ride height. I 
have found the height adjustment and 
associated valve that adds air to the 
air bags (three valves on this coach) 
but have not found anything that would 
cause the air to be released while 
driving. Any insight on areas to look 
at when the temps drop? I can look 
underneath if that would be helpful. 
I’m particularly concerned as I use the 
rig in fall/winter in the cooler tempera-
tures. Also, I would like to understand 
how the air-bag pressure might be au-
tomatically reduced while driving.
Roy Aydelotte | Grawn, Michigan

You live in an area with a lot of 
moisture in the air and wide tem-

perature swings. This can result in a 
large buildup of condensation in the 
air system. The dump valves control 
ride height, and they can gum up from 
excess moisture. This could cause the 
leaking you are encountering. They are 
located at the front axle. I suggest fi rst 
checking/replacing the air dryer, which 
should be located on the driver’s side by 
the rear axle. Then clear out the air lines 
and check operation. Also, you should 
open the drain valves on the air tanks 
to discharge any moisture that may be 
in them. If all else fails, you might try 
visiting a local RV or truck repair shop to 
help diagnose the problem.

Slideout … Won’t!
We have a 2002 Coachmen 
Sportscoach and the slideout 
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won’t function. An RV tech checked 
the fuses, the three relays and the 
switch, but still no power gets to the 
motor. The tech said there might be a 
controller, but he could not find one. 
Can you offer a solution, or tell me 
where the controller is located?
Jim Terwilligar | Lemoore, California

As I recall, these don’t have 
a controller unit. Basically, 

the switch sends power to the 
motor via the relays. You can 
test operation of the motor and 
slide mechanism by temporar-
ily connecting power directly to 
the motor. Check for voltage at the 
switch and relays. There might be a 
wiring or connection problem, or a 
faulty circuit breaker that is failing 
in the open position. Aside from 
these concerns, it is possible that 
the wiring has failed, or a connection 
somewhere is loose or corroded. A 
continuity test with a multimeter will 
help diagnose this problem.

running at full throttle it might clean 
the carburetor and solve your problem. 
The carburetors that Onan uses are 
very finicky and are easily gummed up 
with anything that gets past the filter.
Kim Wardle | Layton, Utah

Thanks for writing, Kim. Your saga 
points out the need for a step-by-
step diagnostic process, rather than 
“throwing” parts at it in hopes that 
it will get fixed; this can be very 
expensive and time consuming. 
Spraying carburetor cleaner when 
the engine is running won’t do much, 
except perhaps dislodge any crud 
in the throat or on the throttle and 
choke plates. It does not go into the 
carburetor itself. 

Ford Quits When Hot — 
Comment
This is in regard to the “Ford Quits 
When Hot” letter in the September 
issue. Several years ago we had 

COACH & POWERTRAIN

Genset Quits — Comment
This is a comment on the “Genset 
Quits” letter in the August issue. My 
Onan 4000 would not start. I watched 
four hours of YouTube videos to find a 
possible solution, and I ended up doing 
the following: 

Changing the oil and not filling 
it too full (the ECU will not let the 
generator start if there is not enough, 
or too much, oil); replacing the 
breaker (it was OK) and the solenoid 
(it was OK); removing and cleaning 
the carburetor (using Berryman B-12 
carburetor cleaner and Sea Foam 
Motor Treatment); and finally replacing 
the ECU. 

The OEM ECU will not let the 
generator start or run with any issues. 
The new ECU (by Flight Systems) 
lets you start and run the generator 
in order to fix the problems. After 
all of that, it turned out to be the coil 
(stator). If you spray B-12 cleaner 
into the intake while the generator is 
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FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

SUPER COUPON

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM*

900 Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

SUPER COUPON

20%
OFF

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was  
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be used with 
other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, 
Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, 
fl oor jacks, safes, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, trencher/backhoe, 
welders, Admiral, Ames, Bauer, Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Diamondback, Earthquake, Fischer, 
Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on 
prior purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 3/14/19.

Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 3/14/19 while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day.

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 3/14/19.

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  6  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  7  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *
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LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  7  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  8  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  8  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  9  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  8  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  8  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  3/14/19 *

* 60713882 *
 6 0 7 1 3 8 8 2 

ITEM  69111/62522/62573
63599/63875/63884/63886

63888 / 69052  shown

 3-1/2"
SUPER BRIGHT
ALUMINUM
FLASHLIGHT 

COMPARE TO

$ 350 
 RAYOVAC 

MODEL:  BRS9LED-B 

•  9 LED
• Compact, 

Lightweight 

ITEM  69684/61970 / 61969  shown

$ 17999  17999

SAVE  
 $119 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 1799999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 129 99  

 12" DOUBLE-BEVEL 
SLIDING COMPOUND 
MITER SAW 

COMPARE TO $ 249 
 RYOBI MODEL:  TSS120L 

 Blade sold 
separately. 

•  Laser 
guide 

ITEM  64486 / 63483  shown
$ 2699 $ 2699SAVE  

 63% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

SAVE  

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 24 FT., 18 BULB, 12 SOCKET 
OUTDOOR STRING LIGHTS 

COMPARE TO $ 5498 
 PORTFOLIO MODEL:  SLC12BK 

ITEM  60658 / 97711  shown
$ 3999 $ 39$ 99

SAVE  
 69% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 3999

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 3/8" x 14 FT., GRADE 43
TOWING CHAIN 

COMPARE TO $ 6499 
 MIBRO MODEL:  426920 

•  5400 lb. 
capacity 

ITEM  68053/62160/62496/62516 / 60569  shown

$ 7999  7999

SAVE  $65 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 9 99  

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON 
LIGHTWEIGHT ALUMINUM 
FLOOR JACK 

COMPARE TO $ 12568  K TOOL MODEL:  KTI63094 

•  3-1/2 pumps lifts most vehicles
• Lifts from 3-1/2" to 14-1/8"
• Weighs 34 lbs. 

ITEM  62915 / 60600  shown

$ 21499  21499

SAVE  
 $129 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

 21499

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 69 99  

 AIRLESS PAINT SPRAYER KIT 

COMPARE TO

$ 299 
 GRACO 

MODEL:  262800 

ITEM  67514 

$ 2999 $ 2999SAVE 
 40% 

Customer Ratingng
NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 TWO-TIER COLLAPSIBLE 
EASY-STORE STEP LADDER 

COMPARE TO $ 3388 
 WERNER MODEL:  S322A-1 

•  225 lb. 
capacity 

ITEM  69115/69121/69129/69137/69249 / 877  shown

$ 499 $ 4$ 99SAVE  
 70% 

Customer Rating

SAVE  

NOWNOWNOW

$ 299  

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6"
ALL PURPOSE/WEATHER

RESISTANT TARP 

COMPARE TO $ 998  BLUE HAWK MODEL:  BG8X10-Y 

ITEM  63098/60497/61899/63095
63096/63097 / 93888  shown

$ 1099 $ 1099SAVE  
 54% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

ITEM  63098/60497/61899/63095

NOWNOWNOW

$ 799  

 18" x 12"
MOVER'S DOLLY 

COMPARE TO

$ 1765 
 BUFFALO 
TOOLS 

MODEL:  HDFDOLLY 

•  1000 lb. capacity 

ITEM  61840/61297/63476 / 61258  shown

$ 6999 $ 6999

SAVE  
 $140 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

 shown

NOW

 shown

NOWNOW

$ 49 99  

 2500 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH WITH
WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL 

COMPARE TO

$ 18999 
 SUPERWINCH 

MODEL:  1125220 

 Battle Tested 

 Voted Best 
Winches 

•  Weighs 14.3 lbs.
• 11-1/8" L x 

4-1/2" H 

ITEM  60581 / 60653  shown

$ 5299 $ 5299SAVE  50% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 29 99  

 2/10/50 AMP, 12 VOLT
BATTERY CHARGER/

ENGINE STARTER 

COMPARE TO $ 5999  SCHUMACHER 
ELECTRIC MODEL:  SE-1250 

$ 5499 $ 5499

SAVE  
 59% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating
 3 GALLON, 100 PSI OIL-FREE 

AIR COMPRESSORS 

COMPARE TO $ 9862 
 PORTER-CABLE MODEL:  PCFP02003 

• Air delivery:
0.6 CFM @ 90 PSI
1 CFM @ 40 PSI

$ 5499
$ 39 99  
YOUR CHOICE

ITEM 69269/97080 shown
A. HOT DOG

ITEM  61615/60637 
 95275  shown

B. PANCAKE
A B

ITEM  69385/62388/62409/62698 / 30900  shown

$ 599 $ 5 5$ 99 SAVE 
 48% 

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 3 99  

 10" PNEUMATIC 
TIRE 

COMPARE TO $ 781 
 FARM & RANCH MODEL:  FR1055 

ITEM  62281 / 61637  shown

SAVE  
 84% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 9 99  

 29 PIECE
TITANIUM

DRILL BIT SET 

COMPARE TO

$ 6499 
 DEWALT 

MODEL:  DW1369 
$ 1799 $ 1799

ITEM  69645 / 60625  shown

$ 1499 $ 1499

SAVE  
 65% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

ITEM  69645 / 60625 shown

NOWNOW

$ 9 99  

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER 

COMPARE TO

$ 2899 
 PERFORMAX 

MODEL:  2411-1 

$ 59999  59999

SAVE  $2,069 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 529 99  

 8750 MAX. STARTING/
7000 RUNNING WATTS
13 HP (420 CC) GAS GENERATOR 

COMPARE TO

$ 2,599 
 HONDA 

MODEL:
EB6500X1AT

 Wheel kit and battery 
sold separately. 

•  GFCI  outlets 

ITEM  63086/68530 / 63085  shown
ITEM  68525/63088 / 63087 
CALIFORNIA ONLY

ITEM  64498 / 64497  shown

$ 4999 $ 49$ 99

SAVE 
 $60 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOWNOW

$ 39 99  

 14" ELECTRIC 
CHAIN SAW 

COMPARE TO

$ 9999 
 CRAFTSMAN 

MODEL:  071-45247 

30" MECHANIC’S CART

900 Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

30" MECHANIC’S CART
BEATS Snap-on*

Blue-Point

$189
99

YOUR CHOICE
OF COLOR

Snap-on 
Blue-Point 

KRBC10TBPES

* Snap -on KRBC10TBPES stated specs   

2,510 SQ.IN. STORAGE CAPACITY 2,400 SQ.IN.

700  LBS. WEIGHT CAPACITY 540  LBS.

YES 30-1/2" WIDTH YES
YES 20-1/2" DEPTH YES

41-3/8" HEIGHT 41-1/4"
5 DRAWER COUNT 4

YES DRAWER LATCHES NO
YES PRE-CUT DRAWER LINERS YES
YES LOCKING SWIVEL CASTERS YES
YES BALL BEARING SLIDES YES
YES MULTIPLE COLORS AVAILABLE YES

PRICE $800$20999209209209209209209209209209209209209999920999209999920999209999999999999

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$610

ITEM 64031
BLUE

ITEM 64059
64061/64060 shown

RED

BLACK
ITEM 64033
64030/64032

SUPER COUPON

* 60632903 *
 6 0 6 3 2 9 0 3 

* 60652792 *
 6 0 6 5 2 7 9 2 

* 60756130 *
 6 0 7 5 6 1 3 0 

* 60726857 *
 6 0 7 2 6 8 5 7 

* 60720185 *
 6 0 7 2 0 1 8 5 

* 60700968 *
 6 0 7 0 0 9 6 8 

* 60740722 *
 6 0 7 4 0 7 2 2 

* 60724852 *
 6 0 7 2 4 8 5 2 

* 60681570 *
 6 0 6 8 1 5 7 0 

* 60749555 *
 6 0 7 4 9 5 5 5 

* 60724854 *
 6 0 7 2 4 8 5 4 

* 60714008 *
 6 0 7 1 4 0 0 8 

* 60694470 *
 6 0 6 9 4 4 7 0 

* 60731888 *
 6 0 7 3 1 8 8 8 

* 60724301 *
 6 0 7 2 4 3 0 1 

* 60702768 *
 6 0 7 0 2 7 6 8 

* 60673052 *
 6 0 6 7 3 0 5 2 

* 60669808 *
 6 0 6 6 9 8 0 8 
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$399
PROCESSING FEE WAIVED WHEN  

YOU REFINANCE BY DECEMBER 31, 2018!2

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER ©2018 Good Sam Finance Center.

CALL VISIT

1-800-444-1476
mention priority code 483 GoodSamRVLoans.com/483

RECREATIONAL USE APRs1 AS LOW AS

6.14%
on loan amounts of  

$15k to $24,999

5.94%
on loan amounts of  

$25k to $49,999

4.99%
on loan amounts  

of $50k+
APR is fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate as of September 13, 2018. 

See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and loan amounts below $15,000.

Now is a great time to refinance your current RV loan to lower your monthly payments! 
You can also finance a 2007 model year or newer RV when you purchase from a dealer  

or a private party seller. 

APPLY TODAY TO LOCK  
IN YOUR RATE!

1Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate) based on 7 year loan term; individual rate may vary by loan amount, 
loan term, vehicle use, model year and type of RV. Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit 
approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions 
and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application 
is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. Full-Timers do not qualify for this offer; see website 
for Full-Timer rates and terms. RV must be 2007 model year or newer; for RV model year 2007 to 2008, add .25% 
to above rates. Maximum loan term is based on loan amount. Maximum loan amount is calculated using an 
advance percentage determined by FICO score. For RV, collateral value established using NADA wholesale value 
(without adds) including mileage adjustment (+/-); multiplied by 110%. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A 
$55,000 loan for 7 years with an APR of 4.99% has 84 monthly payments of $777.11 each.
2Processing fee of $399 waived for refinance applications submitted by December 31, 2018. Official fees such as 
state title, state registration, FL doc stamp fee and/or UCC filing fees will apply.
3Minimum FICO Score of 740 required. FICO scores below 740 or for loan amounts more than $50,000, a down 
payment will be required. See website for details.
Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. Member FDIC. Doing 
business in South Dakota as Bank of the West California. NMLS ID # 19116. 
GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized 
use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.  GRL55679 - 0918

 AS LOW AS

6.14%

We o�er a  
zero down loan  

program for up to  
$50,000!3

APR APR APR

GRL55679 Dec MH Ad.indd   1 9/14/18   4:07 PM

a similar problem. I’m not saying 
that the solution to our problem is 
the cure-all, but it’s something to 
consider. My father-in-law, a long-time 
auto and aircraft mechanic, suggested 
removing the flexible fuel line and 
holding it up to the light to inspect the 
inside. The interior of the fuel line had 
cracks, and fuel flowing through the 
line was causing the loose flaps inside 
the line to partially cut off the fuel 
flow. A new flexible fuel line cured the 
problem.
William Groom | Puyallup, Washington

Thanks for writing, William. I have seen 
this condition occur, although it’s more 
common for fuel lines in this condition 
to leak (and sometimes start a fire). 

Ford Quits When Hot — Tip
Regarding the “Ford Quits When Hot” 
letter in the September issue, another 
high-failure item on the Ford 460 
that can cause the symptoms in Mr. 
Harper’s letter is the ignition module. 
I can’t remember on that model if it’s 
a Duraspark ignition or not. Whatever 
the case, there is a remote-mounted 
ignition module that has a high failure 
rate. If it’s a Duraspark ignition it will 
have a square box with two harnesses 
coming out from it with two round 
connectors. Where the wires come 
out of the module there is a colored 
grommet. This grommet color is 
important in identifying a replace-
ment part. I am a heavy-equipment 
mechanic with 26 years of experience.
Ian Penney | via email

Thanks for sharing your experience, 
Ian. I have replaced a few of these over 
the years, too. Most of the time the 
engine wouldn’t start at all, but it could 
also be intermittent.

Ford Quits When Hot — Cure?
In regard to Jim and Carole Harper’s 
Ford 460 that quits running when hot 
(September), it’s not a fuel problem but 
an ignition problem. I, too, had a Ford 
with the 460-cubic-inch engine that, 
when it got hot, would stop running. 

COACH & POWERTRAIN
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It was wintertime and I thought it was 
a hot coil. When it stopped running 
I would pack snow around the coil, 
wait a few minutes, and it would start 
and run for quite a long time, until the 
snow melted and it would stall again.

Consulting several Ford 
mechanics, I found the problem. The 
magnetic pickup in the distributor had 
a hairline crack. When cold, the crack 
would be closed and let the spark go 
through to the spark plugs, but when 
hot, the crack would open and thus 
no electricity could flow to the spark 
plugs, and the engine would stall. 
Replacing the distributor cured the 
problem. I hope this helps everybody 
with the Ford 460 that stops running 
when hot.
Daniel Hambly | Colorado Springs, Colorado

Thanks for sharing your experience 
with this engine, Daniel. Basically, 
when a gasoline engine quits on the 
road temporarily, it’s due to either 
a fueling problem or an ignition 
problem. Typically, when the problem 
(temp orarily) clears after a short 
period (such as five-10 minutes) it’s 
due to a failing electrical component 
cooling down and starting to work 
again. Although the fuel-injected Ford 
7.5-liter engines have a reputation for 
in-tank fuel-pump failures, ignition 
failures such as this can also wreak 
havoc. A fuel pressure test, when the 
problem is occurring, can verify/rule 
out a pump problem rather quickly.

Chirping Noises
I have been a mechanic all my life and 
learned a long time ago about belts and 
motorhomes. When you park and let 
them sit there, engine pulleys get rusty. 
As the belt wears off, the rust gets 
imbedded into the belt. After several 
times, you will never stop the chirping 
without replacing the belt. This is also 
true with the newer micro belts made 
with Kevlar. Just my two cents worth of 
learning things the hard way.
Lewis Myatt | via email

Thanks for sharing your tip, Lewis. Also 
note that as belts 

HOOK UP YOUR TRAILER 
IN SECONDS!

www.iballhitchcam.com

• 100% Wireless & Portable
• Easy—Installs in Seconds!
• Magnetic & Submersible Camera
• Trailers (Boat, Camper, Horse, ATV, livestock and More!)
• Pro Model Now Available

Info/Buy Now: 1-877-298-2055 or visit our website at:

Plus Get Up to $50 Off, 
Use Promo Code MH1218

WIRELESS TRAILER HITCH CAMERA

Plus Get Up to $50 Off, 

IN SECONDS!IN SECONDS!

Starting at
$169.95$169.95

Pro Digital Model
$229.99

(continued on page 65)
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For information on Marketplace Advertising rates contact Terry Thompson at 206-310-6234A E LACE

Senior, Veteran, Combo Discounts!

Luxurious, Self-Ventilating Mattress
Natural, Cool,  Washable Covers

Only Adjustable for PlatformsOnly Adjustable for Platforms

Frame Length

www.luxuryrv.axelbloom.com

Normal Access To
Storage  with  Short

Frame Option

Lift Storage Lid

Raise back 
of Adjustable

Storage 
Hinge

(Up to 30 Inches)(42 - 50 Inches)

german schlafsystemmegerman schlafsystemmegerman schlafsystemme

MADE IN AUSTRIAMADE IN AUSTRIAMADE IN AUSTRIA

Starting at 
$898!

German Beds

Call or click today to get MotorHome
delivered right to your mailbox!

MotorHome.com/Subscribe
or call 866-799-4084

Order Today!

SAVE70%

Subscribe Today
One-Year Subscription Only $19.97

Save 67% O� Newsstand
Two-Year Subscription Only $34.97

Save 70% O� Newsstand

Order Today!
12 feature-packed 
issues loaded with 
information for 
RV enthusiasts

  
   To Advertise in this section
    Please Contact -
    Terry Thompson
    206-310-6234800-650-5137

R

SLIDE-OUTS
DOOR SEALS
VENT HATCH
COMPARTMENTS
RAMP GATE
DRIP RAILS
AC GASKET
VINTAGE

COMPARTMENTS

rv.steelerubber.com

Order your new
seals today!

VINTAGE

Order your new

MH12 Marketplace.indd   9/25/18   3:33 PM   - 62 -    (Cyan)MH12 Marketplace.indd   9/25/18   3:33 PM   - 62 -    (Magenta)MH12 Marketplace.indd   9/25/18   3:33 PM   - 62 -    (Yellow)MH12 Marketplace.indd   9/25/18   3:33 PM   - 62 -    (BlacK)



December 2018  MotorHome  63

To advertise in the Classieds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.comCLASSIFIEDS
LOTS FOR SALE

FLORIDA RV SITE W/ CASITA FOR SALE
Myakka River Motorcoach Resort. 3800+ 
sq ft w/1600+ sq ft of pavers.  $225,000.  
More pix, info avail. sbmoss555@gmail.com 

GORGEOUS RV SITE, MIDDLE TENN, $162K
10+ ACRES, BLUFF VIEWS, POND, RV PAD     
FULL HOOK UP, POWER, CITY WATER, SEPTIC CONN
50 amp SERVICE, SECURITY LIGHT, ELEVATION 1,800 ft.
2000 ft FENCING with 5 DOUB GATES. A SHORT DRIVE TO
TENN TECH UNIV AND DALE HOLLOW LAKE.
PICTURES AVAILABLE. CALL ROBERT (561) 379-4287 

MAIL/MESSAGE SERVICES

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com Call Us First!!
866-747-3700

MOTORHOMES WANTED

Fast cash for 2002-2017 
gas or diesel motor homes.

  Free pick up.  No hassles.

 SellRVNow.com  
1.800.607.9754

WANTED:
2003 & Newer Gas or Diesel 
“A “B” or “C” Motorhomes

Instant Cash
Nationwide Pick-up

Please Call
Mike or Bruno
(509)598-9747

Beautiful Smith Mountain Lake, VA Home 
with attached heated & A/C 40x20 RV 
garage. Home has 4bd, 4.5bth, dock and 
boatlift. $1,250,000 Email gkimth@gmail.com
540-420-1699

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT - FROSTPROOF, FLA
•Manufactured Home Lots, RV Port Lots
•New Home/Lot Packages & Resales available.
•1-863-635-3685. www.lilylake.com

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Bentsen Palm Village & Retama Village
Rentals available for Pull-throughs,
Back ins, Super sites, and Casitas
956-585-5568 www.bentsenpalm.com

Gated Estate in Brandon, FL 4 bed, 3.5 bath
1.6 Acres, 5+ Car Garage, 50 ft. MH Port, 50
Amp, Pool, Marble Floors. Contact Karin
Johnson, 727-641-1784 Keller Williams Rlty
KarinJKW@gmail.com

ACCESSORIES

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant--good to 300˚ F. 5-year warranty. 
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401
To sell 800-952-0401
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

HELP WANTED

BUILDING PRO the OUT HOUSE MASTERS Sales Reps
Vinyl Wrap Your RV & go on the road.
Selling Modular RV Park Bath House Buildings, Meeting
Rooms, School and Church Classrooms & Office Modulars
to RV Parks, Churches, Private Schools and Daycares.
Email your resume to bill@buildingpro.com

HOMES FOR SALE

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s. 
RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s. 
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

Reunion Pointe A Port Home Comm Located 
in Foley, AL Homes & Club House avail. for 
tours Mon-Sat. 7 Floor Plans Avail visit 
www.ReunionPointe.com  Test Drive 3 
nights & 4 days for $299.00. Call 
1-800-506-9824  Info@ReunionPointe.com
Wayne@ReunionPointe.com 
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To advertise in the Classifi eds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

SERVICES

TAX FREE Montana Vehicle Registration

Avoid high licensing fees and sales tax

Assisting clients worldwide with Montana 
vehicle registration for over 19 years.

Jared S. Heggen, Licensed Attorney 
888-777-5032 | heggenlawof�ce.com

Register your Vehicle & SAVE THOUSANDS

$800 for a 1 day MT LLC and RV Registration
All fees incl. Plates in your hands in 3 days.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com
Call for more info 406-552-0004.

NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass 
All makes and models, National warranty 
$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527

Let us help you buy your RV..TAX FREE! Save
thousands. Purchase in any state! Setup a 
Montana LLC today with the most experienced
company in the industry! Call 888-430-3388 
www.MontanaRV.net 

ACTION SERVICES, LLC/WILSON LAW OFFICE
No Sales Tax in Montana. Consult a Licensed
Montana Attorney for an understanding of
LLC vehicle ownership. Call the Professionals
to get a comprehensive explanation.
800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save 
over the past 23 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for 
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes.
All makes and models.No hassles. 
For instant cash call Keith Roy 
(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

WE BUY RV’S NATIONWIDE
STAR SPANGLED RV
call or text 1-855-BUY-MYRV
www.starspangledrv.com

I BUY MOTORHOMES
CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 210-287-2628

WANTED USED DIESELS
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS
NATIONWIDE PICKUP
(602) 421-3870

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or
diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.
Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

We can sell your RV Fast & for the Highest Price
Florida’s #1 Consignment RV Sales Center
Conveniently located on the Space Coast in 
Titusville, FL. Pickup available. Visit us at
Eaglespriderv.com or call Al @ 321-383-4495

I BUY MOTORHOMES
CALL GAVIN...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 321-332-8410

RV FINANCING

RV FINANCING, 20 YEARS ONLINE!
LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM • Facebook.com/rvloans
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

RV SHOWS

HOUSTON RV SHOW
Feb. 6-10, 2019 -- NRG Center
361.790.5300
houstonrvshow.com

RV SPACES FOR RENT

LARGE RV SPACES 55+, Bellfl ower, CA
POOL, CLUBHOUSE, ACTIVITIES, WIFI
Website: rosewoodland.com/mhp
Rosewoodrvpark@gmail.com 562-867-3227

Large RV Spaces 55+, Dade City, Florida
Pool, Clubhouse, WIFI (352) 523-1228
Website: countryairemanor.com
countryairemanor@centurylink.net

$ RV BUYERS OF AMERICA $  
WE BUY YEAR 2008 & NEWER DIESEL 

& GAS • FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP  
TOLL FREE  1-888-782-8987  

www.rvbuyersusa.com 
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE 

CASH FOR 2003-2017 GAS/DIESEL
NATIONWIDE PICKUP

Motor Homes Wanted
MotorHomeFinders.com
888-783-4009

Let Chris Peeler & Lonestar Luxury Coaches
Buy or Consign your motorhome. Either way, 
I will net you more $$$ with no hassle. 
Call Chris at 940-205-9333   

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model motorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign
vogtrv.com - (817) 831-4222
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To avoid paying taxes,
There are laws you must know.
Thus, speak to an attorney,
Not a salesman who just wants your dough!
www.bennettlawofficepc.com 866-543-5803
Three Montana attorneys on staff.

TOURS

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES
Pre-Planned Routes, Expert Guides and
Safe Travel-North America & Overseas.
FantasyRVTours.com or call 800-952-8496 

Guided RV Tours & Rallies
Lower 48•Alaska•Canada•Overseas
Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-872-7897 or 
www.adventurecaravans.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Display Classified Advertising Rates

1” ad B/W....................................$395 
2” ad B/W....................................$675
Add $75 for color. 
Frequency discounts apply.

Private Party:  
$32.00 per line, 4-line minimum, 
40 characters per line

Commercial: 
 $57.00 per line, 4-line minimum, 
40 characters per line

Optional Red Type:
For your ad to appear in red type, add 
$50  for Commercial ad, add $25 for 
Private Party

For more information and options contact:
Katey Purgatorio
Phone:  847-229-6756
Fax: 270-495-6278 
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com
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Reader Service Card located between pages 62-63 

While every effort is made to maintain accuracy 
and completeness, last-minute changes may  
occasionally result in omissions or errors.

COACH & POWERTRAIN
(continued from page 61)

Contact our experts: 
Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750 
Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, 
CA 93036 (please include your name, 
city and state). Selected letters will be 
answered in the magazine, but time 
does not permit individual replies.

Have a Tech Question?

age, they dry out and become glazed. 
This also seems to cause “chirping” or 
squealing sounds, which can only be 
squelched by replacing the belt.

LP-gas Regulator Failures
We have a 2014 Itasca Navion 
motorhome with 15,000 miles on 

the odometer and we like to boondock. 
It is equipped with an LP-gas Onan 
generator, range, furnace, and a 
dual LP-gas/electric water heater 
and refrigerator. We have had pro-
fessional mechanics replace failed 
LP regulators three times. Number 
two regulator had an oil discharge; 
number three regulator was a Camco 
that lasted only four months. When 
we have the LP-gas tank filled, we 
are careful that the electronic valve 
is closed and emergency switches 
are off. Newly installed number four 
regulator is a Marshall-Excelsior. This 
defect is ruining our experiences. What 
can account for our repeated LP-gas 
regulator problems? 
Pat Miller | Chambersburg, Pennsylvania

The key phrase in your letter is 
“Number two regulator had an 

oil discharge.” This is a key indicator 
that water or moisture has gotten into 
the LP-gas system, most likely from a 
contaminated source and/or excessive 
condensation from a new tank that was 
not properly purged. While I’m not sure 
what symptoms you experienced that 
led you to replacing the regulators, 
this can be quite a pain to fix. Often, 
a jumping manometer gauge needle 
during a test is a telltale sign. A pro-
fessional LP-gas technician or certified 
RV technician should be able to help 
remedy the situation. 
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THE ROAD AHEAD

H ere’s a truism of modern life: Wait long enough, and everything that’s gone 
out of fashion will eventually become cool again.

So it is with the Hollywood Western. Looked down upon for decades, 
these gritty morality plays, populated by gun-slinging good guys intent on 
squaring off against a bevy of bad hombres, are enjoying a welcome resurgence. 

I bring this up because I’ve found 
an event where this Old West ethos is 
not only alive and well, it’s downright 
celebrated. An alternate universe 
where western traditions like straight 
talk and even straighter shooting are 
more than quaint abstractions. 

It’s known simply as Winter Range 
(602-397-3434, www.winterrange.com) 
and, in many ways, it’s as authentic 
an Old West experience as you’re 
ever likely to have. A place on the 
outskirts of Phoenix, Arizona, where 
the duded-up folks you meet walking 
the dusty streets go by colorful handles 
like Slick and Diamond Lil, and hats 
with turned-up brims and low-slung 
gun belts are the uniform of the day.

Technically, this celebration of 
the cowboy way of life is billed as 
the Single Action Shooting Society’s 
National Championship of Cowboy 
Action Shooting (scheduled for 
February 18-24, 2019; dry camping is 
available on-site). That said, the overall 
effect is like stepping into the recent 
Netfl ix Western series “Godless.”

The main event runs competitors 
through a dozen shooting “stages” over 

the course of three days. And stage is 
actually a fairly literal description, what 
with elaborate sets ranging from saloons 
to stagecoaches that function like old-
fashioned carnival shooting galleries. 

As each stage begins, a “marshal” 
briefs the group of shooters — known 
as a “posse” — on the challenge before 
them, including the number of targets 
they’re required to engage, with which 
weapons and in which order. 

Participants start the clock by 
saying an oftentimes tongue-in-cheek 
catchphrase like, “This town ain’t big 
enough for the both of us!” (what’s a 
Western without memorable dialogue?). 
They then commence to shooting a 
series of metal targets — aka the bad 
guys — in a prescribed order with pistol, 
lever-action rifl e and double-barrel 
shotgun. While the weapons may not 
be actual antiques, they are all period-
correct and based on fi rearm designs 

popular before 1899. 
Scoring involves hitting the most 

targets in the least amount of time. 
Missing a target (or shooting them 
in the incorrect order) carries with it 
a time penalty of up to 10 seconds, a 
substantial demerit in matches that 
are often decided by a few ticks.

Speaking of time, these folks are as 
good as any wild west gunfi ghter, with 
many being able to rip off fi ve accurate 
pistol shots in less than three seconds. 
Add the fact that these are real guns, 
not toys, and it’s darn hard to argue 
that these folks are mere posers.

Other contests at the event include 
a quick-draw station, where winners 
are determined by an electronic timer. 
At the opposite end of the sprawling 
facility, members of the public can sign 
up to fi re a variety of larger weapons, 
including a rare 19th century-style 
hand-cranked Gatling gun.

When you’re not oohing and aahing 
over the feats on the fi ring line, you’ll 
fi nd dozens of vendors (more appro-
priately known as “sutlers”) selling 
everything from old-fashioned single-
action revolvers to vintage-style clothing 
(including cowboy hats with actual 
bullet holes). There’s plenty of grub, too, 
along with cowboy entertainment from 
western balladeers to trick ropers.

As you head out to roam your own 
winter range, I’d encourage you to set 
your sights on this good old-fashioned 
western adventure, one of many you’ll 
fi nd awaiting you along The Road 
Ahead. 

“ These folks are as good as any wild west gunfi ghter, with 
many being able to rip off fi ve accurate pistol shots in less than 
three seconds. ”

Motorhome on
the Range
Drive into the Old West at the National 
Championship of Cowboy Action Shooting
By Alan Rider

Wild, Wild West 
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Cowboy up! Participants at Winter Range 
don their best western gear; grab a rifl e, pea 
shooter or scatter gun; and participate in more 
than a dozen shooting stages over three days.
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SUPERSTITION
VIEWS

call  (888) 603-3415
or email shellyb@cal-am.com

Now o�ering homes at Montesa, our beautiful sister community

HOMES AVAILABLE FROM

Contact our sales team
to schedule your private tour

(888) 325-0936 
or visit MontesaHomes.com

to learn more

with RV Pad
(price available for a limited time only)

$169,900
FEATURING RESORT-STYLE
AMENITIES & ACTIVITIES

Stunning Views of the Superstition Mountains

Private Walking Paths with Hilltop Vista

Resort Style Pool & Spa

Pickleball Courts

Bocce ball Courts

Tennis Courts

Ballroom & Clubhouse

Themed Parties & Events

2,700 sq. ft. Fitness Center

Pet Agility Park

A CAL      AM  PROPERTY

6420 E. Tropicana  | Las Vegas, NV 89122  |  (888) 378-2430 

A CAL      AM  PROPERTY

6420 E. Tropicana  | Las Vegas, NV 89122  |  (888) 378-2430 

7373 E. US Hwy 60 | Gold Canyon, AZ 85118 | (888) 266-0781 A CAL      AM  PROPERTY

Ask about our 
GREAT DEALS on 

MODEL HOMES

ALMOST SOLD OUT!
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your newell:

                Limitless Luxury
                                                                        

  

 

  

Nobody does luxury like Newell. Why? It’s simple. Each Newell is built on 
an original body and chassis—it isn’t a bus conversion like other coaches. 
�at means your Newell can have more cutting-edge designs, materials 
and engineering than any coach in its class. 

With a Newell Coach, you can truly take the good life with you.

 To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com or call 1-888-3NEWELL
Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 110 on Reader Service Card
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