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The d:fference

IT ALL STARTS WITH
In fact, owners and test drivers alike say they can "feel the difference" of a Spartan, the minute they
take the wheel. That's because Spartan chassis are built to handle better, from the ground up: from

a more comfortable ride to their tighter turn radius, to Spartan’s wider, stouter, more reliable stance,
Spartan chassis feel different, because they are different.

Learn more about the difference you can feel by visiting:
SPARTANCHASSIS.COM

SPECIALTY VEHICLES
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Spartan Chassis, Circle 124 on Reader Service Card



Palm Springs RV Resort is an oasis in the Southern California desert
spacious sites, picnic tables and plentiful palms (see page 24}

PMS devices allow the
driver to keep an eye on
tire pressure from the
coach cab using a display
and audible alerts. Pg. 52
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By Bob Livingston

December Versatility

llow me to play the role of a contrarian for just one moment. |
think December is one of the best months of the year to travel
in a motorhome. Many people scoff at the thought of traveling
during this time of the year, especially those who dislike
winter weather. For me, December is one of the most versatile months
of the year, because the choices are exceptional — not to mention the
joy the holidays offer. Those who live in the north can escape the cold
and snow by following the snowbirds; those who live in areas where
the weather is moderate can go up to the mountains to ski or play in
the snow — and be cold. See what | mean? America’s playground flips,
depending on where you live and your interests. If you're going to move
around during this time of the year, a motorhome is the RV of choice.

My wife, Lynne, and | live in
Southern California, and we enjoy the
snow country. So we have to travel to
higher elevations if we want to partake
in snow sports — or just hang out and
take in the beautiful scenery. Realizing
that it's certainly more work to get a
motorhome ready for travel to colder
regions, we've migrated to the Palm
Springs area just about every other
year during the holidays to soak up
the warm December sun and party
with our desert RV community friends.
Palm Springs is fabulous snowbird
country and author Ken Reid describes
this popular desert playground
perfectly in his article, “Escape Those
Winter Blues,” on page 21.

Like many snowbird destinations,
the Palm Springs area RV parks fill up

rapidly right around New Year's. We've
learned that if we procrastinate too long
and look for reservations later in the
year, we can usually find space before
and during Christmas, but expect to be
booted out right before New Year's Eve.
If we plan in advance, we're able to stay
longer and usher in the new year with
fellow RV enthusiasts, which is usually
quite a celebration.

As we say “goodbye” to 2015 and
look forward to new adventures in the
year ahead, it's time to think about key
destinations that will fulfill our travel
goals. Visiting Yellowstone is always

high on our list, even though we've been
lucky enough to spend time in the park
many times. Photographing wildlife has
always been a secret desire of mine,
and after reading the article, “Bison and
Eagles and Bears, Oh My!” on page 31,
I’'m ready to don my camera gear and
head out to Yellowstone. Author Rosanne
Wagstaff clearly shows that it’s possible
to capture wonderful wildlife images,
even with modest camera gear. Being in
the right place at the right time — and
having lots of patience — can make or
break a photographic experience.

I've seen a number of birds and
animals while hiking the park, snowmo-
biling in the dead of winter or fly-fishing
the Firehole River, but never took the
time to seriously record photographic
images that will allow us to relive the
beauty of Yellowstone's natural envi-
ronment on a TV or computer screen.
That's about to change.

Although it’s often necessary to
put your motorhome in storage certain
times of the year, venturing out in
December will return good memories
and a fresh attitude for the year ahead.
Happy holidays to all. @

““ For me, December is one of the most
versatile months of the year, because the
choices are exceptional ...”?

Contributors | December

Ken Freund has been a contributor
to MotorHome since 1988, and has
written Coach & Powertrain and its
predecessor, Powertrain Q&A, for
20 years. He's been an avid camper
and traveler since he was a child.

Ken Reid is a freelance writer and
photographer who travels exten-
sively with his wife, Gayle, in their
Fleetwood Southwind motorhome.
Ken is a frequent contributor to
travel magazines.

4 MotorHome December 2015

Bill and Jenn Gehr, along with
their two Boston bulldogs, are
full-time RV adventurers who enjoy
sharing their technical knowledge
with fellow RV enthusiasts
wherever they travel.

s Rosanne Wagstaff and her

husband, Greg, an award-winning
photographer, are living their

¢ dream of full-time RVing in their

Monaco Diplomat motorhome and
enjoy sharing their adventures.

Bobbie Hasselbring is an award-
winning travel and food writer and
editor of www.realfoodtraveler.
com, which covers authentic food
and travel. Bobbie owns a 2003
Jayco Greyhawk SS Class C.

Larry Walton is a freelance
photojournalist and lifelong
RVer who loves exploring the
Pacific Northwest with his wife,
Robin, and their two dogs, Buddy
and Sunny.
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YA maintain:

MaintainMyRV.com

L
Organize all of your -
maintenance schedules i
and records online. :

Critical Reasons

to track

MaintainMyRV.com, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card

Monitor Your Tire Pressure and Temperature
with TST’s Internal or External Tire Pressure
and Temperature Monitoring Solutions

www.tsttruck.com
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P.O. BOX

FROM OUR READERS

Do you wash your motorhome yourself?
Or do you enlist the services of an RV
detailer or take it to a truck-wash station?
What works best for you, and why?

That's the question we asked in our September issue,
and here are some of the replies we received.

Blue Beacon Special
In the September issue, Frank Smith
asked about using truck-wash facilities
for his RV. Since 1988 we have used
truck-wash services. They do a good
job and are very reasonably priced.
Blue Beacon Truck Washes is always
reliable. However, we have had
success with other brands. We avoid
using acid on the wheels and we do pay
extra for the wax. Also, we tape a piece
of plastic over our refrigerator vent on
the side of the RV. It keeps the high-
pressure water spray off the cooling
mechanism.

A word on etiquette: Get in line

Take Your Time

The best answer as to whether | wash my 2004 Fleetwood
Storm 34F myself or at a truck wash is based on where | am.
On the road, | use a truck wash and never have had

any issues using them; at home | do it myself. | have a
system that | believe would work well for most folks. | do

and wait until they wave you in. Pull
forward until they motion you to stop.
Exit the RV, and the attendant will ask
for your vehicle’s length and services
desired. Go inside to pay and wait for
services. They will alert you when to
enter your RV and exit. It is OK to pull
out and do your tires, etc. Just leave
room for trucks to pull around you.
Hyler Bracey | Via email

ALL for the Money

After | found the product Wash Wax
ALL from Aero Cosmetics, | started
washing and waxing the coach myself.
| have a 39-foot diesel pusher and

there is a lot to clean! | only take it

to a commercial car wash if it is very
muddy. | use a damp microfiber cloth
to remove the dirt. | rinse the cloth

off in a bucket of water as | go. After
itis clean, | use Wash Wax ALL. | just
put it on using a damp cloth and wipe

it off using a dry one. | have also just
sprayed it on and wiped it off using a
clean cloth. | purchased the extendable
mop so | can reach the top of the coach
without having to use a ladder. It is so
easy and fast to wax it using Wash Wax
ALL that [ wax it a number of times per
year. It is also easy to do spot cleaning
while on the road. | use the same

the motorhome roof first thing in the morning if it needs it
before the sun gets hot, then and maybe the next day | do
the side and end which are in the shade and take it easy

until the other side goes into the shade and do that section.

| have used several excellent wash/wax products over
the years but always do the washing using an extendable
handle with a large, soft-bristle brush head. | do the
washing in sections then squeegee that section, also
with an extendable handle. After each side is finished
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| follow up l l

drying where 8

necessary. ' - 1R

Windows are \

done in the

shade too. - ‘ 9
Southwest- .

ern sun can be —

very hot and

might damage

the wet unit but it works fine and isn’t physically overtaxing
done this way; if it's too much to do in a day, do the other
side the next day.

Tom Zanotti | Rio Communities, New Mexico



process on our automobiles.
Nancy Crowley | Hurricane, Utah

Spot-Free Solution

We have to store our coach away from
our home and can’t wash it due to its
location. We do, however, frequent the
Blue Beacon Truck Washes at least
two or three times a month when
we're traveling. Over the years, we
have probably visited 20 to 30 different
locations. Each and every time, the
staff has been extremely friendly and
helpful. Most importantly, they do a
great job. Just a word of caution: If you
do use them, get the Rain-X treatment
— it's worth every penny to have your
coach almost spot-free.

Bob Weber | Mishawaka, Indiana

Leave It to the Pros

| own a 2010 40-foot Tiffin Phaeton
motorhome that is black and tan,

and | do not wash it. | washed it once
when | first got it but there were swirl
marks on the black surfaces. | asked

a local company — The Detail Shop in
Lansdale, Pennsylvania — if they would
wash it because they hand-wash my
cars, which are both black. They use

a rinseless solution that only uses a
small amount of water when they wash
it and they do not use water to rinse

it. Then they apply a spray wax as they
are drying it.

They agreed to wash the
motorhome and | take it there several
times a year. There aren’t any swirl
marks and it really shines. They only
charge $110 for the service and | don’t
have to spend hours washing it myself.
Ken Finger | Lansdale, Pennsylvania

Partial DIY

| live near a tank-cleaning company
that specializes in semi tankers and

it also does semitrailers and tractors,
and motorhomes, too. We have a
36-foot Class A diesel pusher and they
will wash it for $40. For an extra $10
they will wash the roof. They rinse the
whole coach first, then they soap the
coach, then go over the entire coach
with a soft brush to break up any dirt
before they rinse it twice before giving

it back to the customer. | usually bring
it back home and dry some of the
windows and wipe the mirrors down.

| am a big fan of Wash Wax ALL and
then | give it a coat.

Gene and Joanne Marcotte

Kankakee, Illinois

Such a Deal!

When | have the chance | will stop at
Blue Beacon Truck Washes. | have

a 34-foot Nexus Super C Ghost and,
depending on where we are, it will
cost between $35-$50 to have the
motorhome washed. They even tilt the
hood and do the motor. Money well-
spent.

Harry Wilmoth | Via email

Waterless Washing

When we visit most campgrounds

we aren’t able to use their water to
wash our motorhome. Shortly after
we purchased our RV we encountered
a very nice camper who shared his
method of getting his vehicle washed.

Aero Cosmetics Wash Wax ALL
allows us to clean our motorhome
without using any water at all. We also
purchased the cleaning kit. It came
with a telescoping wand along with
large and small head with hook-and-
loop attachments along with brushes
and scrubbers.

Purchasing the necessary
materials (degreaser and wash/wax
detergent ) enables us to get several
washes and that sort of offsets the
cost.

A big benefit of the wash/wax
detergent is that bugs come off easier
than before.

Michael Haskell | Via email

Dealer Detail

During most of the year | do washes
myself (my storage facility supplies

a covered bay, hose and vacuum
facilities). This makes it convenient
to do in the shade and | get few water
spots in the process. Once a year,
however, we travel to our RV resort
in the Southwest from Northern
California. Once we arrive, the RV is
full of bug splatter and I've found that

our local detailer will come out and do
an excellent job. They usually arrive
with two people who spend a couple
of hours working on it. They charge
between $120 and $150. | think that’s
a terrific deal considering | probably
couldn’t do as good a job and my own
labor wouldn't be as reasonable. We
usually give them a generous tip as
well.

Drew and Laurie Mueller

Martinez, California

It's a Process

We own a 2008 Holiday Rambler 33SFS
coach on a Workhorse chassis that we
are quite pleased with. Based on time
and weather | use various methods to
keep the coach clean.

| have washed it myself at a large
car and truck wash, but that’s not high
on my list. | have also washed it at my
home on occasion. I'm not a fan of
that either. My preference has been
the local Blue Beacon Truck Washes.
| have been very satisfied with their
service. | also get the tire dressing
treatment and citrus cleaning of
wheels and Rain-X protection. | do the
windows and interior myself when | get
back to my storage garage.

Weather and time permitting, | then
use Turtle Wax Express Shine or Ice
Liquid Wax. There’s no residue, and no
elbow grease required. This works well
for me, the coach looks great and rain
beads on it.

Once a year | take the motorhome
to a professional truck and motorhome
detailer about 2 miles from my storage
bay for washing, wax and power
buffing. This also works well for me.
Dave Sarley | Via email

Don’t Soak the Heat Sensor
| prefer to wash my motorhome
myself. | have used Blue Beacon a
few times when | couldn’t do it myself,
but they do not hand-dry so you will
have water spots and some streaking
afterward (but it is better than leaving
road film on for weeks).

One caution with any car wash-type
service: If you have a Norcold refriger-
ator with the mods incorporated, they
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A sprayed, seamless
RV Roof with a
Lifetime
NO LEAK Guarantee!
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P.O. BOX

will soak the heat sensor, which will
cause it to shut down your refrigera-
tor and you will be required to visit a
Norcold authorized service shop to get
a reset or replacement unit installed.
This means your refrigerator will be
inoperative for three to five days while
the part is ordered!

Robert Gardner | Fort Worth, Texas

Terrific Truck Wash

I've had my motorhome washed at

a truck wash for 20-plus years. The
facility charges $1 per foot and does an
outstanding job. | am normally in and
out in less than 30 minutes and couldn'’t
be happier. | drive a 36-foot diesel
pusher and it is quite a job to wash it.
This is the only way to go, in my opinion.
John Armstrong | Gig Harbor, Washington

Lots of Options

| have arthritis and my husband had

a stroke, which limits his mobility.
Even so, we wash our RV ourselves

90 percent of the time. We use a
commercial car wash with a dedicated
RV bay. The RV bay has a reduced
pressure setting on the wand, so it is
easy to handle and also the reduced
pressure does not damage any paint or
fittings on our rig. It also has a credit
card payment system, so you can run
your card through, then stop the timer
whenever you want. This allows us

to stop the soap or rinse cycles when
we get tired and resume when we are
ready. We have a long-handled brush
to reach up the sides and windshield,
and we bring lots of microfiber towels
to prevent scratching the paint when
drying off the motorhome. We can wash
the RV (except the roof] for $10-$12.

We sometimes take advantage of
our local Mercedes-Benz dealership
(we have a 25-foot Winnebago on a
Sprinter chassis). They perform a wash
for free, but it's not a very thorough
one, and we generally have to do
touch-up cleaning afterward.

Once a year we have our RV repair
shop do a roof inspection and while
we're there, we pay them to clean the
roof, since neither of us can reach that
part of the motorhome.

Robbie Nelson | Via email

Why Risk It?
| use a truck-wash service adjacent
to a Pilot Flying J. | pay $30.50 for
my shorter than 30-foot Class C
coach. Rain-X and tire treatment
are additional. The cleaning process
removes all bugs and road dirt from the
rig even after 43 days on the road. The
four-man service is professional and
thorough, meaning my coach is finished
in 15 minutes. With their special hoses
and powerful water pressure, I'm
assured of a sparkling clean rig.

| can’t imagine myself climbing
with hoses and cleaner scraping all
the grime off the RV without impairing
life and limb. That's probably the real
reason | use a truck-wash service.
Dave Thomas | Rio Vista, California

Beware of Harsh Chemicals

I've never used a truck wash for my
motorhome; in fact, as a retired truck
driver, | wouldn’t even recommend

it because some of them use harsh
chemicals. About a year ago | paid a
professional detailer to restore the
gloss to my 1996 Coachmen Mirada
and while it was pricy it was worth
every dime to me for compounding to
remove oxidation plus wax and sealer.
It still shines like new. My local in-
dependent repair shop also washes
by hand with brushes and pressure
washer for $40. I'll pay that as long as
they continue to offer it.

David King | Moore, South Carolina

Pride of Ownership

| wash my motorhome in my driveway
using a telescopic brush and Protect
All cleaning products. | can do a better
job of washing/waxing it than most
places I've taken it to, but at my age, |
wish | could find someone to do it who
takes pride in their work.

Nancy Larmore | Whiteland, Indiana

Too Much Pressure

We drive a Class A motorhome with
full-body paint. The first two years we
owned it, we were unable to wash it
ourselves so we took it to Blue Beacon
Truck Washes. The results were
variable. Sometimes the washers would
miss a spot, and sometimes the soap



was not completely rinsed off. However,
the low price and convenience made up
for the variable results.

The last time we were there, the
high-pressure hoses blasted off paint
from some of the plastic trim pieces.
It's possible that the paint was loose,
but hand-washing probably wouldn't
have removed so much. Now we use
Wash Wax ALL with a two-headed mop
on an extension pole. We do a little at a
time, and it doesn’t take much effort.
Valerie Chapman and Ken Braun
Berlin, Massachusetts

United We Stand

I’'m not an emotional man. However,
I'm sitting here with tears in my eyes
after reading the sensitively written
article "Remembering 9/11" in your
September issue. Author Christine
Goodier’s restrained description of

the three memorials in New York,
Washington, D.C., and Shanksville puts
the reader firmly in these locations. It is
a memorable piece of writing amplified
by some excellent color photography.
Tom Gauger

Shermans Dale, Pennsylvania

Residential Refrigerators

We've been looking at new rear-diesel
Class A motorhomes and are finding
that more and more of them offer
all-electric residential refrigerators. |
want to know from folks who have one,
how it works for them. What happens
while dry camping? Do they set the
generator to kick on during generator-
allowed hours? And how long will the
fridge run on a full charge?
Russell and Linda Houk

Melrose, Florida @

Question of the Month

Does your motorhome have
a residential refrigerator and,
if so, what are the pros and
cons — especially when dry
camping?

Send your comments to:
MotorHome, 2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email
letters @ motorhomemagazine.com

N Wireless Tire Pressure and
BEZIY Temperature Monitoring System

* 3 %" monitor—one of the largest on the market
= Sensors with replaceable batteries

* Available with anti-theft & flow-through sensors
* Monitors up to 22 tires » Handles up to 210 psi
+ Both visual and audible alarms

= Fast and easy programming

» 3-year warranty = 24/7 technical support

www.eezrvproducts.com 559-676-5899 Ar 9

EEZ RV Products, Circle 132 on Reader Service Card

BE SAFE BE LEGAL BE CONFIDENT

DON'T LET MOUNTAIN PASSES, DID YOU KNOW IT IS ILLEGAL OUR BRAKING SYSTEMS ARE MORE EFFICIENT, EASIER TO

SURPRISE TRAFFIC STOPS, TO TOW A VEHICLE WITHOUT A INSTALL, AND COSTS LESS THAN OTHER BRAKING SYSTEMS.
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'YOUR ADVENTURE INTO A LAW ENFORCEMENT AND INSURANCE COMPONENTS. THERE IS A REASON WHY SMI CUSTOMERS
CATASTROPHE. TOWING WITH AGENTS ARE MAKING SURE RVERS ARE FAR MORE HAPPIER AND CONFIDENT IN THEIR BRAKING
AN SMI BRAKING SYSTEM CAN ARE TRAVELING SAFELY AND LEGALLY SYSTEM THAN ANY OTHER SYSTEM ON THE MARKET. WITH
REDUCE OVERALL BRAKING ALL ACR RTH AMERICA. AND INDUSTRY-LEADING 5 YEAR WARRANTY, AND NOW

DISTANCE BY OVER 100 FEET! LIFETIME COVERAGE, THE BEST JUST GOT BETTER.

AIR FORCE ONE STAY-IN-PLAY DUO DELTA FORCE
100% PROPORTIONAL, UNMATCHED RELIABILITY, BIG BRAKING POWER,
100% HASSLE-FREE UNMATCHED EASE 1/4 THE SIZE
DESIGNED FOR DESIGNED FOR THE PORTABLE BRAKE
DIESEL COACHES GAS POWERED COACHES FOR ALL APPLICATIONS
WITH AIR BRAKES WITH HYDRAULIC BRAKES

REDUCE OVERALL BRAKING DISTANCE BY 100 FEET!
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= LIFETIME -~ 2% =
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SMI Manufacturing, Circle 133 on Reader Service Card
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~N)  NeXus RV
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Freightliner XCR Raised Rail Chassis 3000 Series Allison Transmission | Air Brakes

6.7liter 360 H.P. Cummins Diesel Engine | Front and Rear Air Suspension 240 Amp Alternator

800lbs of Torque LED lights throughout Azdel Substrate (no wood)
10000Lbs towing hitch Solid Surface Countertops Washer and Dryer Prep

22" Tires w/ Aluminum Rims 2-13500 BTU ACs Deluxe Chrome Package
100 Gallon fuel Tank 4 color full body paint All Steel Cage Construction
Automatic leveling jacks Seamless Fiberglass Roof Seamless Fiberglass Roof
One Piece Windshield

We Build Your Dream

$189,999

Toll Free
855.786.3987

Made in USA Elkhart, IN | NexusRV.com | info@nexusrv.com

\‘ -
Elkhart, IN | Ft Worth, TX | Temecula, CA | Clearwater, FL (FREIGHTLINER) @
Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. /

Nexus RV, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card
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Mountain Mansion

Awesome Pads ®

A new RV roof cleaning kit
from the company that makes
Love Bug Erasers — Awesome
Products. pg. 14

& NEW

18 C

This grand estate features nature trails, restored 19th-century homes and breathtaking views

By James Richardson

n 1955, Dr. William Henry Burritt — a physician and

Huntsville, Alabama, native — willed his estate and

mansion (known as Round Top Mountain) to Huntsville
to create the first museum in the city. Now called Burritt
on the Mountain, it sits on top of Monte Sano (Mountain
of Health) and offers an incredible view of Huntsville
below. Its 167 acres contain the mansion, which is open
for tours, an interpretive museum, and a re-creation

of a 19th-century farm complete with livestock. The
mansion has a unique architectural style and is listed
in the National Register of Historic Places. Monte Sano
State Park, at the other end of the horseshoe-shaped
mountain, has hiking trails and a campground with
hookups.

For more information, call 256-536-2882 or visit www
.burrittonthemountain.com

From far left: The gazebo
behind the mansion
serves as a popular
location for weddings.
A single-room log cabin
is one of the historic
structures on the
grounds. The parlor of
the Burritt mansion is
one of the rooms with
original furnishings.
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ROAD FOODIE

By Bobbie Hasselbring

More Holiday
Foodie Gifts

Now’s the time to order food gifts online for yourself or for friends
and loved ones. Food gifts are like money — they're practical, and
everybody loves them.

Last December, | offered suggestions for food-related holiday
gifts for folks who love baked goods, olive oil, mustard, maple
products and coffee. That holiday column proved so popular | thought
I'd share ideas for several of my favorite foods — chocolate, meat and
seafood. All of these artisan food producers ship right to your door.

I can't believe holiday gift-buying time is just around the corner.

Chocoholics

Chocolate makes a great gift. A fellow MotorHome reader and RVer,
Berry Ann Greer, operates Kopper Kettle Candies in Fort Smith,
Arkansas. The company offers artisan chocolates made in small
batches, the old-fashioned way.

If you like chocolate and cherries, you'll love Chukar Cherries
from Prosser, Washington.

Portland, Oregon’s Moonstruck Chocolate Co. gourmet cocoas
are comfort food in a cup. You can buy in tins or individual packets for
stocking stuffers.

Mrs. Prindable’s Gourmet Caramel Apples (in caramel, chocolate
and other flavors) are big and beautiful, and make an unusual and
delicious gift.

Meat Fans

If you love country ham and other pork products, check out Kentucky's
Newsom’s Country Ham. It's family-owned and produces delectable
smoked and cured meats free of additives and growth hormones.

Tasty Treats
From far left: Mrs.
Prindable’s chocolate,
nut and caramel-dipped
apples make an unusual
and delicious gift.
Yakima Valley's Chukar
Cherries makes a wide
variety of chocolate-
covered cherries.

From top: Hama Hama on Washington’s Olympic Peninsula
ships fresh and smoked oysters. You can get sweet, briny
king crab legs delivered right to your door from Tracy’s King
Crab Shack in Juneau, Alaska.

Pig of the Month BBQ will make sure your
pork lovers have all the delicious pork they can
eat. The company offers smoky and tender baby
back ribs and pulled pork in 1- and 5-pound
packages as well as barbecue sauces and sides,
delivered right to your door.

If beef is more your style, check out my
favorite beef jerky, Mingua Beef Jerky. It's moist,
deeply flavorful and, unlike many too-thick-too-
dry jerkies, this one is easy to chew.

Seafood Aficionados

If you love Alaskan seafood, you can have Alaska
king crab legs or creamy Alaskan king crab bisque
shipped to you from Tracy’s King Crab Shack in
Juneau, Alaska. During the summer, Tracy’s is
the place to go in southeast Alaska for king crab.
She buys her king crab only from the best local
fishermen, who bring her premium product.

Kent Island Crab Cakes is a third-generation,
family-owned company run by folks born and bred
in the watershed of the Chesapeake Bay — the
largest estuary in the U.S. They'll ship you tasty
crab cakes and other seafood delights that will
make your holiday entertaining easy and tasty.

Hama Hama seafood on Washington's
beautiful Olympic Peninsula is a fifth-generation,
family-run oyster and clam farm with a reputation
for quality. It ships seasonal products like smoked
and fresh oysters.

Chocolate Gifts www.kopperkettlecandies.com, www.chukar.com, www.moonstruckchocolate.com,

www.mrsprindables.com

Holiday Gifts

Seafood Gifts www.kingcrabshack.com, www.kentislandcrabcakes.com, www.hamahamaoysters.com
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Enjoy the picturesque countryside behind a sweeping windshield, designed to keep you safe
and provide those special panoramic views that can only be seen in an RV. As the number
one supplier of original equipment RV windshields, Guardian’s Custom Glass Solutions
manufactures RV glass products in the United States. When you need a replacement
windshield, don't settle for overseas imitations. Demand American-made Guardian glass

to ensure proper fit and function. Glass by Guardian.

rvglassparts.com e customglasssolutions.com ¢ (855) RVCLAIM (782-5246) Made In USA

Custom Glass Solutions, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card =a—

CusToMm Lifestyle Vehicles ¢« Commercial Transportation @,
GLASS 5|:IL.L.ITIDNE » Construction & Agriculture ¢ Public Transportation

» Non-Mobility  Safety & Protection




WHEELS & GEAR woresens

If you use the refrigerator in your motorhome a lot, you
know it's only a matter of time before the shelves and bins
start to get stained and sticky from food spills and drips.
That's where Fridge Coasters come in. Created on the
notion that you should spend more time enjoying yourself
and less time cleaning, Fridge Coasters are natural,
absorbent liners that do the dirty work for you. Not only do
they help prevent messes, the breathable material helps
fruits and vegetables last longer by keeping them off the
plastic surface, allowing air to flow underneath, according
to the company. Both recyclable and biodegradable, Fridge
Coasters are offered in packs for various areas inside the
box, and are available for Norcold and Dometic refrigera-
tors. MSRP is $5-$18.

Fridge Coaster, 704-750-1912, www.fridgecoaster.com

Your New Pad

As much as motorhome owners
dread cleaning the roofs of their
motorhomes, most realize that
it's necessary to prevent ugly
streaking down the side walls v
and to maximize longevity. f
There are a variety of chemical
products designed for this
purpose, but the way we apply
them is usually a run-of-the-mill
bristle brush. Awesome Products

claims it has developed a faster, easier way to remove dirt and
crud with new cleaning pads in its Boss RV Roof Cleaning Kit. Eight
times more effective than a brush and designed for rubber, vinyl
or fiberglass, the new pads are so efficient you'll only need to use
one-third to one-half of the cleaning product you normally use,
according to the company. Two kits are available: one to clean the
roof only, and another to clean the roof and the rest of the coach.

MSRP is $39.95-$49.95 (plus shipping and handling).

Awesome Products Corp., 904-280-1499, www.lovebugeraser.com

Cellphone Coverage Booster

You never know where you might travel or how strong the
cellphone signal will be when you get there. Ordinarily,
spotty service isn’'t anything more than a minor in-
convenience — until there’s an emergency, you need
directions or you have to find the nearest fuel station.

To keep RVers connected, SureCall has introduced the
Fusion2Go cellphone signal booster to keep both driver
and passenger(s) connected by boosting the cell signal

in the motorhome. Fusion2Go is a five-band booster that
reportedly improves cell signal for 2G/3G voice and 4G data
for all major U.S. carriers, including Verizon, AT&T, Sprint
and T-Mobile. The kit includes the booster unit, antenna
and power cords, and is designed for easy installation in
just a few minutes. MSRP is $449.

SureCall, 888-365-6283, www.surecall.com

Groove Tubes

Many older motorhomes have fluorescent

T tube lighting in one or more areas. While

y these fixtures are energy-efficient, they often
produce unflattering light and can start to
flicker as they age. If you've been looking for

a suitable alternative, M4 Products may have
the answer with its new 12-volt DC LED tube
lights. Offered in standard and hard-to-find
sizes including 12- to 36-inch and circular
8-inch tubes, these lights are even more
efficient and don't require fixture replacement
— simply rewire the fixture with the included
installation materials that eliminate the
ballast. M4 tube lights use the natural sockets
in the fixture, and are available in three colors:
Cool White (6,000k), Natural White (4,500k) and
Warm White (3,200k). MSRP starts at $16.99.
M4 LED, 818-717-8840, www.mé4led.com
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Powerful, _fuel-effluent and fully %qunpped ', ;
with all the comforts of-home, the original
Era® launched the Sprinter revolution.
_Now, with the increased ground clearance | '
and added traction delivered by the :
Mercedes-Benz® 4WD Sprinter chassis,
the Era 4WD can take you places other | :
‘motorhomes simply cannot go. ' s
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v See the new Era 4WD, along with our
- “* ., entire Winnebago Touring Coach lineup, at
i’ o your nearest dealer or learn more online
; at Wmnebagolnd com.



Wilde.
RV Resorts.com

Resort Living at It’s Best! i

(orrida

Scenic Rio IR
Grande

7 Beautiful Resorts Over 5,600 Sites!
‘I'tp*ﬁ

qropic = 0Fexag
tar RV RESORT ALk RV RESORT
Tropic Start RV Resort Trophy Gardens RV Resort Tip O’ Texas RV Resort
Pharr, TX « (956) 787-5957 Alamo, TX « (956) 787-7717 Pharr, TX + (956) 787-9959
www.tropicstarrv.com www.trophygardens.com www.tipotexasrv.com
'.:\JE‘L_.'[ EWE S TRAILS
Pl 1 e RESORT | P lﬂﬁ ~ N
e i |
Alamo Rose MH and RV Resort Park Place Estates Texas Trails RV Resort Winter Ranch RV and MH Resort
Alamo, TX - (956) 783-2600 Harlingen, TX « (956) 428-4414 Pharr, TX « (956) 787-6538 ‘Alamo, TX + (956) 781-1358
www.alamoroserv.com www.parkplaceestatesrv.com www.texastrailsrv.com www.winterranchrv.com
.................................................................................................. .
Yest i When in Texas, Stay at any of
Rush Me Color Brochures on Wilder Texas RV Resorts. : )

Our 7 Resorts

Please make selection(s) below:

[JTrophy Gardens []Tropic Star []Texas Trails []Park Place _
The Springs. —

[Tip O’ Texas []Alamo Rose []Winter Ranch Texas Trails Blue Parrot L
Tip 0°T /7 Dak Springs’ %
Name E-Mail '{ Tro ":[;::rs 74 I/d(;r Sundance | akes. \_
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. . : Bl . L
Address, City/State/Zip, Irophy Gardens ‘v ’-
P . winter Ranch Southern Aire 4
Phone_ Mailto: Tip O’ Texas RV Resort Park Place Estates ﬂgfar[f H—M\I'B—Fﬂ—rs;:’m 'g'-'" /
1oneer L.ree|

101 E. Sioux Rd. « Pharr, TX 78577
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NOTEWORTHY

John N. Dodgen was a father,
husband (65 years), RV manufacturer
(Born Free motorhomes), salesman,
inventor, fisherman, World War |
veteran, minister ... and a character.

John was 89 when he passed away
in August after more than 60 years at
the helm of the company that he, his
brothers and his father founded.

For his 80th birthday, he invited
his customers, friends (including
me), business associates and his
staff to his milestone celebration in
the Born Free factory at Humboldt,
lowa, whereupon he announced, ‘|
have a video to show you. It's about
my life, and | made it for my funeral
Well-known for his sense of humor,
John got a laugh out of the audience,
and went on to show the piece. It
was shown again at his funeral in
Humboldt on Sept. 12.

That may appear to depict a man
too full of himself, but John was not
that way. He was dedicated to his
staff and to quality, whether it was
in the farm equipment he built in the
early days or in the Born Free units
he began building in the 1960s. He
exuded enthusiasm, loved people
and enjoyed building motorhomes for
a legion of loyal customers.

The early units the company built
were large, luxurious truck campers
that John liked to call Born Free
“motorcoaches.” They were too big
and heavy to be hauled unaided by
pickups of that era, but John had
developed a tag-axle/camper-loader
system that was included with the
camper, which made it possible
to handle the extra weight while
improving roadworthiness.

In one of my early forays into
magazine field-testing of RVs, John
offered the use of one of his display
units from the Denver RV Show in
January 1970, and | took this rig to the
Vail ski area — during a snowstorm.
Tire chains were necessary all
the way, but despite the weather
the unit was comfortable, and its

water system did not freeze. The
results were published in Camper
Coachman, which was later combined
with MotorHome Life, the predeces-
sor of MotorHome magazine.

After only a few years, John transi-
tioned to high-quality Born Free Class
C motorhomes. From the start, he
emphasized aerodynamics in an era
when many RVs were shaped more
like bricks, and he included dozens of
his own innovations as the coaches
grew in size and sophistication.

He was fond of saying that he
wanted to build “every one of them
like they were going to my mom,”
and he was the driving force for the
company in sales as well as design
and quality. During lean years, the
company survived on his determina-
tion, salesmanship and strength of
character.

John traveled widely in his
motorhomes, including annual
caravans to Alaska with the Born
Free Owners Club, during which he
led the fishing, cooking and joketell-
ing. In the 1990s, his company built
catering trailers that he named “Rib
Cage,” and during one of his forays he
drove a Born Free motorhome towing
a Rib Cage to the MotorHome office
in California, where he cooked a
barbecue lunch in the parking lot for
the staff. He also built mobile medical
clinics in the Born Free shell.

He was an inventor, holding
patents on devices ranging from a
tomato plant cage to a slope-reading
golf putter — and the Rib Cage.

John seemed at his best and
happiest when he was face to face.

His enthusiasm, intellect, affection
and his motorhomes touched a lot of
people who were privileged to call him
friend, including me. — Bill Estes,
MotorHome's publisher emeritus

Every Kid in a
Park, For Free

To help engage the next generation of
national park visitors, the White House
has launched the “Every Kid in a Park”
initiative. This new program provides
fourth graders free access to federal
lands and waters. The access pass is
valid for the 2015-2016 school year
(Sept. 1, 2015-Aug. 31, 2016) and grants
free entry for fourth graders and three
accompanying adults (or an entire
vehicle for drive-in parks) at more than
2,000 federally managed sites. Visit
www.everykidinapark.gov to learn more.

Go Fish!

The editors and consul- '

tants of the “Good Sam

RV Travel & Savings Guide” have chosen
their Top RV Parks for Fishing from the
annual publication’s database of more
than 7,000 private RV parks. According
to the guide, “These RV parks provide
guests with great angling opportunities
on rivers, lakes or off ocean coasts.”

The top fishing RV parks are:
Alaska: Eagle’'s Rest RV Park & Cabins, Valdez

Arizona: Willow Beach Marina & RV Park,
Willow Beach

California: Mad River Rapids RV Park, Arcata;
Rio Bend RV & Golf Resort, El Centro

Florida: Pleasant Lake RV Resort, Bradenton;
Chokoloskee Island Park, Chokoloskee; Upriver
RV Resort, Fort Myers; Live Oak Landing,
Freeport; Rainbow RV Resort, Frostproof; North
Lake Estates RV Resort, Moore Haven; Brighton
RV Resort, Okeechobee; Silver Palms RV
Resort, Okeechobee

Idaho: RedRock RV and Camping Park, Island
Park; Mountain Home RV Park, Mountain Home

Missouri: Basswood Resort, Platte City

North Carolina: Fort Tatham RV Park, Sylva
Oklahoma: Marval Resort, Gore

Pennsylvania: Mountain Creek Campground, Carlisle
South Dakota: Oasis Campground, Chamberlain
Texas: Spring Creek Marina & RV Park, San Angelo

Virginia: Gwynn'’s Island RV Resort and Camp-
ground, Gwynn; New Point RV Resort, New Point
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Dave & LJ RV Interiors, Circle 106 on Reader Service Card

DAVE & LJ's

RV INTERIOR DESIGN

THE NATIONS PREMIER
RV INTERIOR

REMODELING CENTER

FLEXSTEEL FURNITURE - FLAT SCREEN TV INSTALLATIO

AUTO MOTION SHADES - RV FLOORING - CUSTOM CABINETRY
Exit 21 Off I-5 Woodland, WA (360)225-7700

www.daveandljs.com

CROSSROADS

St. Paul, Minnesota

Grand Gardens
Under Glass

On Nov. 7, 1915, Como Park Con-
servatory in Saint Paul, Minnesota,
opened with an exhibit of chrysan-
themums. One hundred years later,
the conservatory occupies 2 acres
under glass with six indoor gardens.
There are also three outdoor gardens.
Renamed the Marjorie McNeely Con-
servatory in 2002, the facility manages
50,000 plants from 1,684 species.

My favorite exhibits are the Sunken
Garden, which hosts five flower shows
each year, and the Ordway Gardens,
which features a nationally acclaimed
bonsai collection.

Jacksonville, Florida

Brazel's RV Performance, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card

Workhorse Parts
SPECIALISTS

[t st st (et

S60-736-2158
DARDIs

KON
3912 Harrison Ave Centralia, WA

Free Shigping on Orders of $100 or Moref
www.ultraRVproducts.com
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Camping at Florida’s Little Talbot
Island State Park, just a few miles
from Jacksonville, provides RVers
with panoramic views of marshland
and beaches. There are lots of
options for keeping active on this
barrier island, from taking walks
on the 5-mile stretch of Atlantic
Ocean beach, to bird-watching
along the western marshes, to
kayaking through the bay. The park’s
campground offers 40 electric and
water hookup sites.

Nearby is the Kingsley Plantation
on Fort George Island. This historical
park operated by the National Park

The conservatory is part of the
Como Park Zoo and Conserva-

tory complex. From its humble
beginnings (Como Zoo was founded
in 1897 when three deer were
donated to the city), the complex
has grown to include an 18-hole
golf course, mini golf, amusement
park, restored antique carousel and
more. It's open 365 days a year and
admission is free, although donations
are appreciated.

For more information, call 651-487-
8200 or go to www.comozooconserva
tory.org — Mary Zalmanek

A Little Bit of Paradise

Service portrays the plantation life
of Zephaniah Kingsley, who in 1814
established a business of sea-island
cotton, citrus, sugar cane and corn.
Visitors can tour the home and learn
about the operation of a plantation in
the early years of settlement.
Leaving the plantation area,
take the St. Johns River ferry by
the entrance to Fort George Island
across the St. Johns River, to Single-
ton’s Seafood Shack on A1A, which
serves great-tasting shrimp po’boys.
For more information, call 904-251-
2320 or visit www.floridastateparks
.org/park/little-talbot-island —
Morey Edelman @

Photo: Mary Zalmanek

Photo: Morey Edelman



FLO DOESN'T PERSONALLY
CLOVER YOUR RV, BUT WE DO.

PROGRESSIVE

Progressive Insurance, Circle 116 on Reader Service Card



EXCEED YOUR
EXPECTATIONS

FOR ONLY $79,995%

INTRODUCING THE JAYCO ALANTE

When it comes to blending upscale comfort with smart value, the all-new Alante is in a class of its
own. For only $79,995* you’ll enjoy the journey even more—and make family memories that
will last for generations.

Large panoramic windshield with industry’s narrowest A-pillars
Jayco’s unique JRide handling package
Standard side-view and back up color cameras

Standard exterior entertainment center with 32-inch LED HDTV =
One-piece fiberglass roof ~ 2]

Learn more and find a dealer at Jayco.com/MotorHomeDecember Jayco

*Base price for the 30M, 31L, and 31V floorplans starts at $79,995 USD. Generations of family fun.

Jayco/Alante, Circle 110 on Reader Service Card
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Winter Blues

Be it by land, air or Salton Sea, the Palm
Springs area in Southern California is
the perfect foil for cold-weather chills

By Ken Reid

early everyone eventually succumbs to the winter blues.
When the sun doesn’t shine for weeks, the temperature only

varies from cold to colder, drizzly fog soaks everything and
everyone outside, and the weather report doesn’t hold promise of
change anytime soon, my wife, Gayle, and | are ready for an escape.
Invariably we begin daydreaming about a road trip in our motorhome
to someplace warm, with plenty of sunshine, maybe even palm trees,
and sand to dig our toes into; a place where we can relax in swimsuits
and sandals, perhaps sipping a cool, tropical drink on a beach or
around a pool. This time, we sought a destination within a single day’s
drive of our home, where we could take maximum advantage of the
limited away time. While checking maps and weather reports, one
part of Southern California drew our interest. The Coachella Valley
area, and Palm Springs in particular, seemed to offer just what was
needed to send our blues packing.
After doing some research online and making a few phone calls,

Getting Here ®

Palm Springs is located in Southern California. On Interstate 10, it is a two-hour
drive east from Los Angeles, and a four-hour drive west from Phoenix, Arizona. If

traveling from Las Vegas, take Interstate 15 south to I-10 east.

Joshua Tree National Pérk

we were able to set up a two-week stay at the
Palm Springs RV Resort. What a wonderful des-
tination it turned out to be. Everything was first-
class — from the very modern facilities, plentiful
amenities, myriad organized activities, to cheerful
and professional staff. Centrally located to dozens
of prime attractions for all ages, it was also within
a 45-minute drive of every activity we had planned.

Upon leaving our home in Northern California
early in the morning, it was 35 degrees Fahrenheit
and socked with dripping, wet fog. When we
arrived at the resort, shortly before the sun set
behind nearby mountains, the temperature was
77 degrees, with beautiful, clear skies. Virtually
everyone we saw as we looked for a place to set up
was dressed in swimsuits or shorts, many leisurely
strolling on the paved internal roads or sitting
around with drinks in hand. The smell of barbecues
made our tummies growl. Statuesque palm trees
were liberally scattered throughout the resort.

All of the spaces on one side of the RV resort
are drive-through, but have only 30-amp electrical
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service. The other side is for back-ins,
but with the option of 30- or 50-amp
electrical service. By the time we got
there, only three of the latter were

left to choose from; but any of them
would have accommodated our 35-foot
motorhome and dinghy vehicle. All

of the unusually spacious sites were
landscaped with sand and grass, which
invited taking off our shoes during
setup.

It is definitely a good idea to
make reservations well in advance if
possible because this park is typically
full throughout the winter. Of course
it never hurts to call and see if there
have been cancellations.

The next morning we began a
walkabout to check everything out.
Entertaining but elusive roadrun-
ners strutted their stuff while hunting
for food. Horseshoe pits, pickleball
and shuffleboard courts were all in
such good shape that they looked
brand-new. Just outside is a wonder-
fully appointed family lodge, with a
large patio, pool and spa, surrounded
by landscaping and nicely manicured
lawns. In addition to a large barbecue
area, there are plentiful shaded tables,
chaise lounges and even cabanas. Just
outside the park’s southwest side are
several hundred acres of sand and
scrub brush that invite exploration by
four-legged companions.

& -
&1 e Palm Canyon;

&

One of the hiking tra_ils:
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From above: Soar 2" miles up the cliffs of
Chino Canyon on the Palm Springs Aerial
Tramway. At the top is an alpine forest, natural
history museum, café and viewing areas.

On the other side of the park
entrance is a big recreation center
and library. We were amazed at the
number and quality of recreational and
entertainment opportunities scheduled,
for daytime and evenings, seven days
a week. Some examples included
pickleball, shuffleboard and horseshoe
matches, Zumba, water aerobics, water
volleyball, and Wii bowling; also, card
games like Texas Hold 'Em; and special
presentations, including “Introduction
to Photoshop™ and “Stitchin” Time.”
Our first Saturday night included live
professional entertainment. Monday
night jam sessions drew outstanding
musicians from around the park. On

Tuesday evenings it was karaoke; and
there were plenty of other fun activities
beyond those mentioned.

To get a better idea of how our
points of interest were juxtaposed
in and around the desert valley, we
chose to first get above it all by riding
in the Palm Springs Aerial Tramway
(to a breathtaking 8,516-foot elevation
at the Mountain Station). These are
the world’s largest rotating tramcars.
During the impressive 10-minute,
2Y2-mile ascent, riders start at the



From right: Smoke Tree Stables offers equestrian tours of Palm Canyon.
Activities at the Salton Sea (one of the world’s largest inland seas and
lowest spots on earth) include fishing, camping and bird-watching.

base, in the Sonoran Desert ecosystem, and end at the top
in an alpine forest. The tram is a major means of accessing
the 14,000 acres of park wilderness, including 54 miles

of hiking trails, primitive campgrounds and an adventure
center for winter activities (during snow season). Amenities
at the top include a café, fine restaurant and cocktail
lounge, as well as a natural history museum, theater, gift
shop and strategically located viewing areas.

We could see the entire distance, from the hundreds
of windmills around Cathedral City, past Palm Springs and
Desert Palms, all the way to the Salton Sea. Even the San
Andreas Fault can be seen from there. No matter where
you are at the top, inside or outside the structure, views are
spectacular. There are lots of telescopes, but binoculars
offer more versatility. We spent several hours at the top,
concluding the stay with fine dining after watching the sun
set over nearby peaks. The temperature at the top can be 40
degrees cooler than the valley floor, so dress accordingly.
Handicapped parking is available, as is wheelchair access to
and onto the tramcars.

Another way to get the lay of the land is to take a ride in
a hot air balloon. We wanted a bird’s-eye view of the unique
landscape, including the appearance of various textures
— afforded by huge plots of date palms, grape vineyards,
citrus orchards, row crops and new housing, contrasted
with low- and high-desert terrain. Hundreds of windmills,
and the shadows they cast on the desert below, can
sometimes be seen off in the distance. Most operators offer
flights both in early morning and afternoon. One advantage
we found to the afternoon flight is that if the conditions
allow, the pilot can create the impression of multiple
sunsets during a single ride just by going higher and lower
as the sun goes down behind the mountains located on the
west side of the valley floor.

We chose to fly with Magical Adventure Balloon Rides,
which has a fleet of nine balloons that vary in size, from one
that carries only three passengers, to one that transports
24. Our flight was awesome, about an hour long, with
champagne and orange juice served after landing. It was
definitely a wonderful experience and the meeting location
was only a mile away from the RV resort.

Visiting the Salton Sea was next on our to-do list. About
35 minutes away, just beyond the town of Mecca, we deemed
it well worth the trip. The surface of this body of water is
an astounding 227 feet below sea level! Located right over
the San Andreas Fault, the Salton Sea offers something for
everyone. For example, along the northeastern shore is one
of the most important winter stops for birds traveling along
the Pacific Flyway. Tens of thousands begin arriving around
October. By January or February, huge flocks of up to 400
species have taken advantage of all that this body of water
offers. Visitors can also learn about the Native Americans,
known as Cahuilla, who once thrived here. Kayaking,
sunbathing, fishing, hiking through nearby Painted Canyon or
on the Ironwood Nature Trail, swimming (with extra buoyancy

From below left: Spacious sites — with sand, grass and plentiful palms
— invite a quick change to shorts and bare feet at Palm Springs RV

Resort. The park has pickleball matches that take place most every day
and evening. Other activities include water aerobics and pool volleyball.

7
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in the salty water), kite-flying,
exploring bat caves, testing the waters
in nearby hot springs and many more
fun things await.

Exploring the unusual and spec-
tacular desert canyons located on the
Agua Caliente Indian Reservation was
a priority too. Of particular interest to
me was Palm Canyon, with its 15 miles
of trails and spectacular scenery.

We wanted to experience part of it

by horseback, but also via the much
more versatile option of hiking. After
doing research online and reviewing
commercial fliers about trail rides in
the Palm Springs area, our favorite

by far was Smoke Tree Stables. This
large, well-run operation offers a
variety of one- and two-hour package
deals. But more importantly to us was
that the owner, Stacey Johnson, was
willing to tailor rides for individuals
and groups. Also, since her stables
are located just below the mouth of
Palm Canyon, there is only a short ride
across relatively flat desert terrain
before entering much more scenic
terrain.

Totally awesome is how | would
describe Palm Canyon. There is
so much to see and do there that
we didn’t even make it to nearby
Tahquitz, Andreas and Murray
canyons. During our exploration, it

was easy to step back in time and see
how much the Agua Caliente band of
Cahuilla Indians depended on these
canyons for survival. They created the
means for irrigating crops, then grew
things like melons, squash, beans
and corn. The streams brought game,
which provided meat. Rock art, rock
mortars, house pits, dams, ditches,
trails and places where their food
was prepared can still be found in
the canyons. The tribe invites visitors
to walk in the footsteps of their
ancestors. Normally you can wear
shorts, lightweight shirt, sunglasses,
hat and closed-toed shoes for doing
that. But bring plenty of water and
sunscreen. Unless traveling in a small
motorhome, don't try driving there.
Last, but not least, on our must-do
list, was a trip to Joshua Tree National
Park. It was the farthest of our day
trips, but still only took about 45
minutes from the resort to the south
entrance. Plan on spending a full day,
as there are an amazing number of
things to see and do. After all, the
park is larger than the state of Rhode
Island. About 585,000 acres have been
designated as wilderness area. The
park straddles both San Bernardino
and Riverside counties. Parts of two
deserts are included in its boundaries:
the Mojave and lower Colorado.

A palm tree farm as seen from one of the Magical

Adventures hot air balloons.

e
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The Little San Bernardino Mountains
run through the southwestern edge.
Bring plenty of water and a picnic
lunch. But most importantly, bring a
healthy curiosity about its diverse and
sometimes unique geology, flora and
fauna. The Mojave (which is at a higher
elevation, and therefore cooler] is
home to most of the park’s namesake
Joshua trees, which can be found both
in sparse numbers and thick clusters.
Some live for well over 500 years,
back to when Native Americans still
roamed freely throughout the area.
For those interested in photograph-
ing wildflowers, Joshua trees and
other desert flora, they generally
blossom from February to April. The
many unusual rock formations also
invite photography. Other activities
include rock climbing, hiking, biking,
birding, and just plain old exploring
for fun. Motorhomes are allowed, and
there are several campgrounds within
the park. It is best to check online

for details, including restrictions.
However, using a dinghy affords more
versatility and opportunities.

After two weeks of balmy bliss in
Palm Springs, we were ready to head
back home to see our kids and grandkids.
But we hope to return with them in the
near future, perhaps for another respite
from the winter blues. Our every expec-
tation was exceeded. I'm absolutely sure
that Palm Springs will be high on our list
for future winter getaways! @

® FOR MORE INFORMATION

Indian Canyons, Agua Caliente
Indian Reservation
760-323-6018, www.indian-canyons.com

Joshua Tree National Park
760-367-5500, www.nps.gov/jotr

Magical Adventure Balloon Rides
619-865-1187, www.hotairfun.com

Palm Springs Aerial Tramway
760-325-1391, www.pstramway.com

Palm Springs RV Resort
760-345-2236, www.rvonthego.com/california/
palm-springs-rv-resort

Salton Sea State Recreation Area
760-393-3059, www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=639

Smoke Tree Stables
760-327-1372, www.smoketreestables.com
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by Bobbie Hasselbring

Richardson Highway provides spectacular glacier views.

ROADHOUSE RULES

An eclectic caravan, led by a trusty 1916 Dodge touring car,
relives a historic journey along Alaska’s Richardson Highway

he year was 1913 when an intrepid entrepreneur named Robert
“Bobby” Sheldon drove the first automobile approximately 360 miles
from Fairbanks to Valdez, Alaska. Back then, Richardson Highway was
little more than a muddy wagon track that crossed rushing creeks
and rivers. No one had ever tried driving a car down it. Fast forward more than
100 years and I've joined some new Alaskan pioneers in an RV caravan as they
re-create Sheldon’s journey, stopping along the way at historic roadhouses. It's a

“Great Alaska Roadhouse Adventure.”

We set out from Fairbanks, early,
under sunny skies. Our caravan
includes an antique 1916 Dodge Model
30-35 Touring car, one of Sheldon’s
cars and the last original car to
drive this highway (then called the
Valdez-Fairbanks Trail). We're also
taking two Class C motorhomes and
a pickup towing an auto trailer. Our
adventurous group consists of Willy
Vinton, manager of the Fountainhead
Antique Auto Museum in Fairbanks;

Steve Carey, a master mechanic; Don
and Ray Cameron, and David Stone,
co-owners of the timeworn Dodge;
their wives, and me.

Willy and | are the first to climb
into the Dodge and motor at 30 MPH
down the highway with the RVs and
pickup following behind. We don’t get
far. Within 20 minutes, we're pulled
over on the side of the freeway with
carburetor problems and a flat tire.
Apparently, 80-year-old tire tubes rot!

It's the first of more than a half-dozen
stops we make to adjust, repair or
jury-rig fixes to this automobile that
hasn’t seen a road in decades.

The guys load the vintage Dodge
into the auto trailer and Don and Ray,
driving the RVs, head in different
directions in search of new tubes and
tire repair. Within a couple of hours,
we're back on the road, this time with
Willy and Steve in the Dodge and me in
one of the motorhomes.

Driving the Lonely Highway

The Richardson Highway was formerly
the main route between Anchorage
and Denali National Park. However,
since AK 3 (“The Parks” Highway)

was built, traffic has substantially
decreased on Alaska’s first highway.
For RVers, that means a roadway that’s
both scenic and uncrowded. It's also
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filled with history and legend. The
more than 360-mile stretch of road
passes by several historic roadhouses
that still offer travelers what they
always have — food, sometimes a
bed, and a break from the highway.
At one time, there were more than
30 roadhouses along the Richardson,
one every 10-15 miles, to serve
travelers. Some roadhouses were
little more than tents; others were
elaborate, multistory log or clapboard
structures. But all were essential
to the safety and comfort of people
traveling a dangerous roadway where
temperatures plunge well below zero
in winter. Today, about a dozen of
the roadhouses still exist and we're
stopping at a number of them to share
the story of our historic journey.

We pass over the Tanana River,
a silty waterway braided with sand
and gravel bars. Ahead is the Alaska
Range, its jagged, snow-topped peaks
looming on the horizon. We pass
through boreal forests of poplar, birch

THE VALDEZ-FAIRBANKS TRAIL

Highway History

The old Valdez Trail (1903-1904) opened
up overland access to the Alaska interior
and Fairbanks. By 1905, roadhouses
sprang up along the route, and in 1913,
Bobby Sheldon was the first person to
travel the length of the trail by car.

Above from left: At Big Delta State Historical Park, Rika’s Landing Roadhouse gives visitors a look at
the roadhouses of yesteryear. The group makes a quick stop on its way to Sourdough Roadhouse.

and white spruce, over the Salcha
River Bridge and turn at Salchaket
Roadhouse, a modest log restaurant
and gas station. Inside, | buy a small,
tasty apple hand pie and owner Jean
Thompson tells me, much like it was
in the early days, Salchaket is still a
community center. “We're a one-stop
place for folks who live out here — the
post office, the liquor store and the
roadhouse,” she says. “Even if it's 40
below zero, if it's Friday night, people
show up here for our prime rib.”
Outside, a small crowd has
gathered around the old Dodge, and
David, who is a retired university
professor, attaches a poster route
map and the guys field queries. When
people learn about Sheldon’s historic
drive and the journey we're taking,
they're excited and pepper us with

questions and have their picture taken
with the car.

We're back on the road with Willy
and David driving the Dodge, Ron in
the first RV out front, Steve behind
the Dodge in the pickup and Don
bringing up the rear. The RVs keep
their hazard lights on since the little
Dodge tops out around 35 MPH. We pull
to the side of the road to fiddle with the
carburetor; again to fix a broken wire;
and still again to adjust the brakes.
Our mechanical frustrations are minor
compared to the challenges faced by
early Richardson Highway travelers.

We're following the Tanana River
to the west and pass a series of pretty
lakes to the east. The trees here,
mostly black spruce, are stunted
from harsh weather, little rain and
permafrost that keeps tree roots

* The original threé-story &

Tonsina Roadhouseis 3

stillimpressive. ...




ROADHOUSE RULES
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shallow. As we pull in at milepost 275
at Rika’'s Landing Roadhouse in Big
Delta State Historical Park, clouds
begin to obscure the blue sky.

Rika’'s was an important
roadhouse along the Richardson and
the large, two-story log house is now
a museum with period antiques and
artifacts used during its heyday. With
barns, a telegraph office and kiosks
telling the story, it's a great place to
get a sense of what roadhouse life
was like at the turn of the century.

Our next stop is the Delta Junction
visitors center. This is the terminus of
the Alaska Highway and it’s also the
site of the Sullivan Roadhouse, now a
museum. The Sullivan might be called
the “traveling roadhouse” since this
original log structure has been moved
several times. The first Sullivan moved
when the Valdez-Fairbanks Trail was
rerouted. It ended up on land owned
by the military and was, in fact, on the
edge of an active bombing range when
preservationists moved the building in
the 1970s to its present location.

We hear it's raining hard farther
along the highway, so the men load the

Dodge into the trailer and caravan to
the Lodge at Black Rapids, our stop for
the night. Along the way, we pass Fort
Greely, the northernmost U.S. missile
defense installation and Donnelly
Dome, a large volcanic intrusion that's
a prominent landmark for travelers.
We're climbing now, moving into the
mountains, and the Alaska Range
appears ghostly in the distance with
clouds hanging around its snowy tops.

Roadhouses and More Roadhouses
We begin descending into the broad
Delta Valley that was cut by the
glacially fed Delta River. It's not long
before we pullinto The Lodge at Black
Rapids at milepost 227.4, a modern
wilderness lodge sitting on a bluff
overlooking the river. In front of the
new lodge is Rapids Hunting Lodge,
the original log roadhouse that Mike
and Annie Hopper have been restoring.
“I just fell in love with this old
building, one of the first roadhouses
on the Valdez Trail,” says Annie as we
sip iced tea on the deck overlooking
the structure. “Our plan is to restore
it to tell the history of roadhouses and

The old Dodge averaged about 35 MPH on the highway.

From far left:
Mirrorlike
Summit Lake
is a beautiful
stop along the
Richardson
Highway.
Salchaket
Roadhouse still
serves visitors
and is an active
community
center.

of the Valdez-Fairbanks Trail.”

The Dodge is parked outside the
old roadhouse and looks perfectly at
home, the antique car and the historic
building being of the same era. I've
booked a room at the lodge and the
rest of our crew hunkers down for the
night in the RVs alongside the road.
As | discover, RVing for Alaskans is
different from most of us. Alaskans
often bypass campgrounds and simply
pull off the road for the night. Tonight
it's along the roadway; tomorrow we
camp at a wayside. And motorhomes
here are less about looks and more
about function. For example, the
air-conditioning unit on Willy's 1994
Coachmen sports a big hole where a
raven struck it; near the coach’s entry
door, there’s a large dent where a
moose kicked it. The rig runs fine and
that’s good enough. Even the RV food
is different. In the evenings, we dine on
moose burgers and moose tenderloin
and Copper River salmon caught in
local rivers by Ray and Don. It's all part
of this Alaskan adventure.

After a restful night, we head
out under blue skies. We are driving
toward eight 10,000-foot snowy
mountains dotted with glaciers. At
several points, we see the Trans-
Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS), a
massive 48-inch steel pipe that snakes
800 miles from Alaska’s North Slope
to Valdez, the closest ice-free port. It
crosses frozen tundra, boreal forest,
34 major rivers and some 800 smaller
streams, major earthquake faults and
three rugged mountain ranges. As we
pull off at an interpretive site, we read
about this engineering wonder and
learn that the pipeline was constructed
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on girders to allow it to flex with earth
movement. In 2002, a magnitude 7.9
earthquake caused the ground beneath
the pipeline to shift 13 feet! Fortu-
nately, not a drop of oil was spilled.

We also pause at Richardson
Monument, a broad valley dividing the
Tanana River Basin and the Copper
River Basin. It's also the site where
Arctic Man, an extreme ski competi-
tion, is held each April.

The Dodge is holding up well and,
when we stop at mirrorlike Summit
Lake, a tour bus pulls up, spilling out
40 passengers who swarm excitedly
around the car and snap photos. “We
heard you were doing this trip,” says
the bus driver, pumping Ray's hand. “|
told my passengers we'd find you.”

We stop at more roadhouses —
Paxson Lodge, Meier’s Lake, Sour
dough. The Meier’s Lake Roadhouse
original building, a large, three-story
affair, still stands, but at Paxson Lodge,
a jumble of tumble-down logs is all that
remains of the historic log structure.

We pass through heavily forested
slopes and Willy says, “You can’t
imagine what early travelers went
through on this highway. The road
wasn't as wide as the lane we're
driving in. Branches from trees
stabbed the radiators. When you
bought a ticket to ride in a car like this
old Dodge, you agreed to help out no
matter what happened. That included
getting out and pushing.”

Today the road is flat and wide with
only occasional frost heaves breaking
the pavement. It's also a lonely
highway with long stretches of tundra
and vast stands of tamarack, birch, and
black-and-white spruce between the
occasional roadhouse or settlement.

On our third day, we make the
final push into Valdez. | climb into the
passenger seat of the Dodge with Steve
driving. Top down, the morning air is
cool and the sun warms us as the little
car churns up Thompson Pass, one of
the highest spots on the Richardson.
We climb up and up and a cold fog

settles over us. | pull on my fleece, my
teeth chattering. Near the top the fog is
so thick we can barely see the taillights
of Ron’s RV up ahead.

“Anyone who sees this car coming
out of the fog must think we're a ghost
from the past,” says Steve, gripping
the wheel tightly and straining to see
through the blanket of gray.

We crest the pass and begin to
descend and pull over to put the car
into the trailer. Without lights, it's too
dangerous to drive the Dodge in this fog.

A few miles later, just outside of
Valdez, the guys unload the car. All five
of them pile into the little car and, with
the women driving the RVs and the
pickup, we parade triumphantly into
Valdez — just like Bobby Sheldon did
more than 100 years ago.

If you'd like to see Sheldon’s 1905
Runabout, it is currently on loan from
the University of Alaska Museum of the
North at the Fountainhead Antique Auto
Museum (907-450-2100, www.fountain
headmuseum.com) in Fairbanks. @

Good
Sam
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Simply said, “We sell better RV sites for less.” We have no small sites. 40’ x 50’ size
start at $16,600. Next largest, 55’ x 60’ start at $22,000. Our largest are 60’ x 70’ and start at
only $25,000. All have water, sewer, and electric. No other park can compare.

The dues are $87.50 per month and include everything except electric and individual lot main-
tenance and insurance. We are a not-for-profit, member owned co-operative, and therefore offer
no formal financing, but do have some deferred payment options. Closing costs are only $175.
Call 520-450-2966 or email desertgardens@cgmailbox.com for sales information.

We’'re located near Florence, AZ, and have 266 sites on 73 acres with all the amenities you'd
expect at a price you can afford. There is still a great selection, but lots are selling fast. Visit www.
desertgardensrvpark.com to see what we're all about and what’s here for you.

*Tax and electric are extra. Email for restrictions and information. Advance reservations required.

ESERT GARDENS

FIRST TIMER SPECIAL

$3 95* ONE FULL MONTH

OCT. OR NOV. OR DEC., 2015

520-868-3800

desertgardens@cgmailbox.com
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Desert Gardens RV Park, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card
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A Good Sam Extended Service Plan is better than a warranty, it’s mechanical
breakdown insurance and we not only cover RVs, we cover your auto too.

A Good Sam Extended Service Plan can help take the worry out of paying large repair bills
with coverage on your engine assembly, transmission, drive axles, plus RV components like

your fridge, awnings, seals, gaskets and so much more.

Go online now to see all that we cover and get your FREE QUOTE.
Come see how affordable it can be to repair your RV or vehicle.
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TAKE THE WORRY OUT OF PAYING LARGE REPAIR BILLS Extended Service Plan
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All program benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Terms & Conditions. ESP s available to LS. residents only. Designed for the Geod Sam Club by Affinity Brokerage, LLC. ADMH3406DECIS GSP43722 - 0915
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By Rosanne Wagstaff

BISON AND EAGLES
AND BEARS, OH MY!

Il‘~
If You Go

Yellowstone has five entrances, but
access varies based on the season and
weather conditions. Visit www.nps.gov/
yell/planyourvisit/entrances.htm

How to get the most out of your Yellowstone wildlite-viewing safari

olks, please step closer to the bear so you don't get hit by a car,”
the park ranger cheerily called out. “Well, that's a first!” a fellow pho-
tographer chuckled as we happily inched toward a grizzly foraging for
food, compressing like a crowd squeezing into an elevator. Glancing
at his camera-faced audience tucked safely on the shoulder of the road, the young
bear unknowingly worked its way into dozens of hearts, sure to be the topic of many
travel journals. What is it about seeing animals in the wild that thrills people and
draws them to Yellowstone National Park from all over the world?

And that’s how we found ourselves
shuffling toward a hungry grizzly
clawing at the forest’s edge that sunny,
snow-blanketed day.

My husband, Greg, and | fell
hopelessly under the spell during our
first visit to Yellowstone. It's a strange
brew of wonder and adventure, an

kingdom will greatly enhance your
wildlife-viewing experience. Binoculars
are a must! Besides observing
creatures from afar, they bring you
face to face with wildlife nearby.

As Greg glued his eyeballs onto his
camera viewfinder | found myself
gazing into the long-lashed eyes of

a pronghorn near the road. Locking
eyes for a few moments, | wondered
why | never used my binoculars at
close distances. Now | do! An optional
companion to binoculars is a spotting
scope. Its greater magnification

etching that left us longing to return.
Our traveling spirit played tug of

war with our heartstrings when we
departed. A few months later, destiny
showed up with an opportunity to live
and workamp in West Yellowstone,
Montana, for 5%2 months, right on the
park’s doorstep. It seemed an ideal
way to trade in our tourist goggles for
rookie resident specs and experience

the park from an insider’s perspective.

Through trial and error and locals’
sage advice we gained helpful insights
on how to get the most out of our wild-
life-viewing safaris. Of course, the park
delivers what it chooses on any given
day, but there are ways to maximize
your opportunities.

Prepare Your Safari Toolkit
Packing a few essentials before
heading to Yellowstone's animal

Scout for eagles along the river near *

the landmark nest crowning a stick tree - e =
between Yellowstone’s west entrance =
and the Madison picnic area. —

\




reaches beyond that of binoculars,
offering more viewing opportunities
and up-close images. Have some fun
and rent one for a day. Galleries and
camera stores in the gateway cities
of West Yellowstone, Montana and
Gardiner, Wyoming, offer rentals.
Next, add a camera. From smart-
phones to professional setups boasting
an assortment of lenses, the choice is
yours. Keep in mind, park rules require
visitors to stay at least 100 yards from
bears and wolves and 25 yards from
bison, elk and other wildlife, but when
animals break the rules and stare
through your car window, the flexibility
of a zoom lens comes in handy!
Collect a park map at any entrance
gate and a Yellowstone Mammal
Checklist (animal map) at visitor
centers. For a sneak preview, check

Stay Safe

Yellowstone is filled with natural wonders

out the maps on the park’s website.
The “animal map” shows sketches
of wildlife along main roads where
certain species hang out and lists
park mammals, their habitats and
population. The highest concentra-
tion of wildlife can be found in Lamar
Valley, Hayden Valley and Mount
Washburn, including grizzlies, black
bears, bison, elk and wolves.

You may want to consider two other
tools: two-way radios (helpful at animal
sightings) and bear spray (highly rec-
ommended if you plan to hike on Yel-
lowstone’s 900-plus-mile trail system).

Add lunch, snacks, water, rain
gear, sunscreen, folding chairs and any
other items to make your expedition
comfortable. We prefer to picnic in
Yellowstone's pavilion of meadows
and forests in case lunchtime arrives

that are also potential hazards. According

to the NPS, there is an average of one
bear attack in Yellowstone each year.
Remember to keep a safe distance from
bears and do not approach or feed them;
feeding bears is against the law. It is also
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illegal to remain within 100 yards of bears.
If a bear approaches within 100 yards, you
are required to move so that you maintain
a 100-yard distance. Also, before hiking,
park rangers suggest that visitors check
with the nearest backcountry office or
visitor center for recent bear activity.

Bears, ravenous from hibernation, head to
lower elevations to feast on plants and animal
carcasses served up by winter’s harsh weather.

during an animal sighting.

Finally, tuck patience in your
pocket. It's the secret ingredient to
seeing more wildlife and witnessing
dramatic animal behaviors. Like the
time we watched a mama black bear
munch in a meadow for 90 minutes
while her three cubs napped peacefully
high in a tree. When she disappeared
into the woods, we held our positions
expecting to see her babies wake soon.
Another hour passed. Suddenly, a boar
(male bear] raced out of the forest
chased by mama. Within seconds he
crossed the meadow and scrambled 35
feet up a tree! Mama stood guard for a
few minutes before letting him come
down and retreat across the road. “Did
you see that?” the crowd gasped. We
just witnessed mama bear protecting
her cubs and the terrifying reality of
how fast bears run (more than 30 MPH,
or 44 feet per second)! Finally, the
cubs awoke. What a treat it was to see
them chase each other around trees,
wrestle, tumble and climb.

Left: Bison rule the roads, so plan extra travel
time when driving through the park and keep
your distance. Despite their slow lumbering,
bison can sprint up to 35 MPH or as Yellowstone
states: “three times faster than you can run.”




From above: Take a safari with fellow fans on a guided tour and be camera-ready. Visitors stay
safely on the shoulder of the road while watching a hungry grizzly foraging for food in the park.

Choose Your Season
When is the best time to see Yel-
lowstone’s wildlife? The answer lies
in the heart of the traveler. We favor
late spring and fall, but don’t cross
any months off your list just yet.
Each season delivers unique wildlife,
camping and outdoor activity experi-
ences. Keep in mind, Mother Nature
is not bound by a calendar and often
embellishes seasons on a whim.
Spring is like opening a children’s
pop-up book full of colorfully il-
lustrated animals. It's a time of
awakening and activity. Photogra-
phers show up in May and June with
monster cameras and lenses. Bears,
ravenous from hibernation, head to
lower elevations to feast on plants
and animal carcasses served up by
winter’s harsh weather. Bison rule
the roads migrating from snowy

meadows to freshly plowed pavement.

Babies abound. It’s the time to see
the season’s signature orange-furred
bison calves. Born in late April and
May, these newborns wobble to their
feet and keep up with the herd within
hours of birth. Their coats fade to
brown in just a few months.
Summer arrives in a flurry
of visitor activity and a game of
wildlife hide-and-seek. Animals
elevations and

W G
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."Tllwe park is r“e.lati.vely quiet in spring,
the summer crowds arrives e

cool forests. Bison roam far into
grassy meadows, napping lethargi-
cally in the afternoon heat. Quite the
relaxed life, until one mid-August
day we noticed something amiss.
Thunderous rumblings rolled across
the pasture, bison bulls pawed the
ground, locked horns, charged and
grunted threateningly at each other.
The bison rut (mating season), one
of summer’s highlights, was in full
swing! Beginning in late July through
August, bulls battle each other for
females creating high-tension drama.
Autumn feels like a rewind to
spring, but with a palette of rich
crimson and burnt-orange colors.
Animals emerge, weather cools and
photographers with monster cameras
return to the park. A haunting sound
fills the air. Guttural notes rise to a
shrill whistle. Bull elk are bugling,
voicing the elk rut. This ritual typically
peaks in September. Bulls gather as
many females as they can into harems
while fending off rival bulls. The most
popular viewing area is Mammoth Hot
Springs, but be cautious, even while
driving. Bull elk are known to damage
vehicles they perceive as threats.

SafariOn
With your toolkit and maps in hand, it's
time to scout for animals. We prefer

-_

NEVER GET
ON YOUR
ROOF AGAIN!

@ RV ARMOR is lightweight: Seamless,
and maintenance free

@ RV ARMOR is convenient: Don't
Move! We'll come to you and install
your new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.

@ RV ARMOR is permanent: Lifetime
material and labor warranty. Tracked
by the VIN #

@ RV ARMOR is affordable: Less
expensive than a traditional roof
replacement

ARMOR

www.RV-ARMOR.com

RV ARMOR is the “Direct
Bond"” new RV roof system with
a manufactured, custom fit

Bonds directly over:
* rubber ¢ metal
* fiberglass * wood decking

RV ARMOR is a Federally Registered Trademark
of RV Armor, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Heavy-duty motor
provides fast
operation

LED lighting makes
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Weatherproof
components ensure
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significantly lighter than
its steel counterpart

Obstruction-sensing
technalogy prevents
step damage

00066

lippertcomponents.com

Lippert Components, Circle 111 on Reader Service Card
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BISON AND EAGLES AND BEARS, OH MY!

Clockwise from above: A spotting scope is a
handy tool for sighting wolves that tend to hunt
in distant meadows. A coyote searches for food
in Gibbon Meadows on a cool fall morning. A
bull elk sporting velvet antlers relaxes in the
shade on a warm summer day.

to safari in our own vehicle, but several
companies offer guided tours. Yellow-
stone Vacations, based in West Yellow-
stone, offers standard and customized
tours plus a specialty “step-on guide”
to drive your vehicle or one of its rental
cars. For a fresh perspective, we toured
the park in our motorhome one day.
Main roads, many turnouts and parking
lots at popular sites are manageable by
big rigs. Full-size tour buses use them
all the time, but certain routes can
prove challenging, as can the tourist
traffic. Our recommendation: Park the
motorhome and drive the dinghy.

Be on the lookout. Crowds in
party-like moods, rangers and orange
traffic cones are sure signs wildlife
is nearby. “What are we looking at?”
we asked when we happened upon
a crowdfest. “Grizzlies on a carcass
across the river!” an excited group
answered. We hiked through the
forest, sinking knee-deep in snow,
excited to see our first wild bear. A
relaxed camaraderie, almost a bond
of sorts, develops with fellow fans at
shared sightings. A welcoming bunch,
they happily share tips on finding
wildlife. That's how we learned another
grizzly was heading to the carcass. A
spotter down the river shared the news
with his buddy via two-way radio and
he kept us updated. We waited until
the second grizzly arrived, making it a
two-bear day! Talk to the park rangers.

Their insight into animal behaviors can
sharpen your scouting skills.

Wildlife tends to be more visible
in early morning and evening while
the animals forage for food. Knowing
your favorite animal’s nosh makes
their locations more predictable. Our
heartthrob, the majestic bald eagle,
dines on fish, rodents, small mammals
and waterfowl near rivers and lakes.
The 14-mile stretch from the west
entrance along the mighty Madison
River is a favored eagle haunt often
overlooked by visitors hurrying into or
out of the park. Look for the landmark
eagles’ nest crowning a stick tree on
the south side of the road a few miles
west of the Madison picnic grounds
and scan the surrounding river area.
We often found these regal raptors
perched on telephone pole-like trees
or logs on the riverbank.

Expect the unexpected. Chance
animal encounters are one of the
greatest joys of wildlife viewing. Such
as the solo black bear that crossed a
few feet in front of our dinghy, bringing



us to a complete stop while he plodded
across the road. Apparently, he was

in a hurry to snack in a wildflower-
carpeted meadow.

Visit the Grizzly & Wolf Discovery
Center (GWDC) in West Yellowstone,
Montana. Now you may ask, “Why
would anyone pay to visit a wildlife
habitat right outside Yellowstone
National Park?” We wondered the
same thing each time we bypassed it
on our way to the park. Finally, after
several no-show safaris we donned
our “when-all-else-fails” hats and
went. To our surprise, the center
turned out to be a valuable find and
we highly recommend it. Grizzlies,
wolves and birds of prey call it home.
Resident grizzlies, born in the wild,
were rescued as “nuisance” bears,
having learned to obtain food from
people. Wolves came to the center
as pups from other facilities. GWDC
nurtures the animals’ natural wild
behaviors in outdoor habitats and
its exhibits, movies and educational
programs are informative, entertain-
ing and well-done. It is definitely worth
the nominal general admittance fee of
$11.50 for two consecutive days.

Planning Your Visit
Yellowstone’s website is an excellent
tool to use in planning your trip. The
park opens for motorized vehicles in
mid-April but most services, including
visitor centers and campgrounds,
unfold in May. Scheduled opening
dates are posted on the website. Until
then, just one road from the north
entrance to the northeast gate remains
open and one campground, Mammoth
Hot Springs, is open for dry camping.
Fishing Bridge RV Park is the sole
full-hookup campground. Big rigs
are welcome but sites seemed a bit
tight for slideouts. Xanterra Parks and
Resorts runs five reservation camp-
grounds and the National Park Service
handles seven on a first-come, first-
served basis. Grizzly RV Park in the city
of West Yellowstone is big-rig friendly
and a visitor favorite.

In addition to wildlife viewing, the
park offers a smorgasbord of activities
including bicycling, day-hiking, back-

packing, swimming, fishing, horseback
riding, boating, guided tours, special
events and ranger-led talks and walks.
Some activities require permits and
fees so check the website prior to
your trip. Sometime between late
March and early April, depending on
road conditions, the park may open
for spring bicycling and other non-
motorized activities such as hiking,
jogging and in-line skating before
public vehicles are permitted. Infor-
mation and road maps can be found
on the park’s website. If you visit in
spring, bundle up as it often feels like
winter. Starting in September, visitor
centers, campgrounds, educational
centers, restaurants and roads wind
down to the park’s closing on the first
weekend in November. From mid-
December through mid-March, the
park transforms into a glorious winter
wonderland. Skiers, snow coaches,
and snowmobiles head to the park —
something we have yet to experience.
Despite living on the park’s
doorstep for 52 months we never tired
of our explorations, always anticipat-
ing some new discovery or experience.
And the park delivered without fail, not
always what we wanted but oftentimes
much more than we expected! From
April's snow to September’s radiance,
it seems like we saw it all, but we know
better. So we plan to return to Yellow-
stone again, because we can’t seem to
untangle those heartstrings. @

For More Information

Buffalo Crossing RV Park
406-646-4300
www.buffalocrossingrvpark.com

Grizzly & Wolf Discovery Center
800-257-2570
www.grizzlydiscoveryctr.com

Grizzly RV Park
406-646-4466, www.grizzlyrv.com

Yellowstone Holiday RV Campground
877-646-4242
www.yellowstoneholiday.com

Yellowstone National Park
307-344-7381, www.nps.gov/yell

Xanterra Parks and Resorts
866-439-7375
www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com

S1 ND3Y|4

Pleasure-Way

www.pleasureway.com
1-800-364-0189

Giscover the 99%#4(’{
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Pleasure Way , Circle 115 on Reader Service Card

December 2015 MotorHome 35



@ NEXUS PHANTOM 33SC

The Phantom is Real =

It's easy — and fun — to add personal touches when
buying a new Nexus Super C factory-direct  sygobLivingston

uying a new motorhome

is a very personal experience.

Most people in the market
shop diligently, looking for models,
floorplans and options that fit their
lifestyle. Often, compromises are made
because a particular model does not
meet all the criteria. Manufactur-
ers gather customer feedback and
study market trends when designing
motorhomes, but it's virtually
impossible to meet everyone’s needs
with any one particular plan. Those with
quirky requirements are even harder to
please, but most people are resigned to
the fact that there is rarely utopia when
choosing a new motorhome.

If you've got big bucks, you can turn

to the Newells and Foretravels of the

world and pretty much have a custom
coach built. For the rest of us, there’s
Nexus — a relatively young company
that specializes in semicustom Class C
motorhomes that are sold factory-direct.
The brainchild of industry veterans
Claude Donati and Dave Middleton,
Nexus encourages potential customers
to work with factory representatives
during the ordering process to ensure
the final product meets or exceeds ex-
pectations. While customers can't quite
start with a blank sheet of paper, the
factory will make design changes where
possible, although the lineup of off-the-
shelf models will likely appeal to the
majority of potential buyers.

Class C's built on the Ford
cutaway chassis are the bread-and-

PR =

butter motorhomes for Nexus, and the
company recently introduced a Class
A, but its Super C, built on a diesel
commercial chassis, is very intriguing
to those who want to step up to a diesel
but are not ready to go to a big Class
A — or shell out the big bucks. We
tested the 2016 Phantom 33SC which,
by comparison, has a base price that's
lower than most Class C’s built on a
Sprinter chassis — and offers a whole
lot more room inside.

The floorplan and profile of the
33SC is one that is well-established in
the Class C community, but the use of
the International TerraStar platform
puts a completely different spin on this
motorhome. This chassis is a purebred
commercial rail that melds nicely
with the lines of the Phantom body,
toning down most of the hardcore
appearance of a work truck. Most guys
will appreciate the macho look, but
the women we surveyed (who tend
to focus on the interior design and

ABOVE: The International TerraStar chassis and commercial cab styling give the 2016 Nexus Phantom Super C a macho look.

Photos: Shawn Spence Photography
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BELOW: The galley is small, but surprisingly, there's plenty of room for foodstuffs and cookware. The Phantom has a classic cabover seeping
arrangement, which is big enough for one adult. It really comes in handy to stash items when not in use as a bed.

amenities) were unimpressed by the tough profile — but
seemed willing to acquiesce to their male partner’s fantasy
of driving a real truck.

Starting the 300-horsepower MaxxForce 7 turbodiesel
will bring smiles to those who relish the sound of a true
corn binder. By the same token, the uninitiated might find
the sound disconcerting, especially those people who make
the comparison to a diesel pusher or one of the newer
diesel-powered pickups on the market. Get ready for some
engine rattling and exhaust roar. It's obviously an acquired
taste, but after a few minutes on the road, the driver and
passenger are conditioned to the sound, which is not loud
enough to drown out conversations or the stereo.

Climbing aboard this big beast of a cab seems more
ominous than it really is. Strategically placed steps facilitate
entry and egress, but it takes a few tries to add a little grace
to the maneuvers. Having the cab doors will quickly become a
can’t-live-without feature. Once plunked down on the soft and
comfortable seat, the driver will be treated to a commanding
view of the road, something expected of a cab that’s targeted
at commercial drivers. Instrumentation and controls are
ergonomically placed, but there’s nothing cute about the ar-
rangement, which has an industrial aura. We especially liked
the view provided by the Western-style sideview mirrors,
something that’s given way to more stylish counterparts in
most motorhomes. The mirror surface is huge, which makes
changing lanes and backing pretty simple, but it does block

visibility a bit when turning into congested areas. Thankfully,
it'’s not an insurmountable acclimation process.

The driving experience is fun and certainly not boring,
even after racking up a lot of miles on the road. Handling
characteristics are predictable and confidence-building, but
the ride is on the bumpy side compared to a typical diesel
pusher. It's nothing that can’t be tolerated for those who
like the macho image, giving way to the inherent long-term
benefits of a commercial-grade chassis, but you should
probably expect a few rattles and creaking inside on the
more bumpy roads.

International’s MaxxForce 7 engine is built for the
long haul. The company claims that 500,000 miles on the
odometer without a teardown is an easy target, which is
considerably more distance that the average Nexus owner
will travel in the life of the motorhome. It's not a rocket
ship, although the 300 ponies and 660 LB-FT of torque do a
credible job of propelling the weight of the motorhome.

There’s nothing dramatically different about the living ar-
rangement in the 33SC, but the elements are long proven to
be a staple in the industry. If sleeping capacity is important,
then this motorhome fills the bill nicely, even though it works
equally as well for a couple. Interestingly, there are only three
windows inside the motorhome, excluding the windows in the
cab and entry door. Normally, that would flag our minds to
think darkness will prevail, but that wasn't the case. When the
cab is open to the interior, the windshield and door windows

From far left: Generous closet
and drawer space at the foot

of the bed will handle lots of
clothing and larger items. An
optional TV can be mounted to
the flip-up door in the center of
the structure, revealing a hidden
storage area.
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NEXUS PHANTOM 33SC

pullin a lot of additional ambient light.
And the three shallow slides (two
opposing in the living room and one in
the bedroom)] really open up the interior
space. Unfortunately, you're not going
to like the curtain that's currently used
to block off the cab when privacy is
required. The lightweight material is not
very easy to position, nor is it pretty. As
part of the company’s policy on making
modifications, potential owners could

s - N
Large booth dinette can easily seat four people
during mealtime. It converts into a bed for two
kids or one adult.

likely have some input here.

Up front, the jackknife sofa on the
driver’s side faces the large dinette
on the opposite side. The sofa is soft
and comfortable, but on the short side
for those who like to sprawl out for
an afternoon nap. Two can sit upright
easily and since the TV, mounted on
the passenger side wall in the cabover,
is bolted to a fully adjustable rack, it
can be viewed from the sofa without
too much neck craning. Add a couple of
ottomans, and the comfort factor rises
considerably.

Those who prefer a booth-style
dinette will love the one in this
motorhome. The cushions are big, as
is the table; four people can eat here
without crowding or plate clanking.

In the sleeping mode, two kids or one
adult can be accommodated. Although
the cabover is a great place to stash
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stuff used on a daily basis, it can
handle another sleeper by folding over
a section of the mattress, when access
to the cab is not needed.

In this plan, emphasis is given to
the living area up front and the rear
bedroom. Between the two are the
kitchen and bath area. Those who like
to prepare elaborate meals will find the
galley space confined, but workable
with some creativity and neatness. The
range/oven share part of the slideout
with the sofa and the folding top adds
workspace. Adjacent to the stove are
the sink, counter and cabinets, which
are offset. The cook will be more
successful preparing meals if the
overhead cabinets and pantry next to
the opposing refrigerator are used to
stash items during the process. If the
kitchen is not your favorite place, then
you'll appreciate the additional square
footage allocated to the living room.

Occupants who subscribe to the
theory that bathrooms are utilitarian
only will enjoy using the shower stall
and tolerate the cubbyhole dedicated
to the toilet and sink. The curved
shower, which is part of a split-bath
arrangement, has plenty of room and
is augmented by the large skylight.
When the toilet room door is opened,
the area becomes a large, private, un-
interrupted bathroom, which worked
nicely for toweling off and dressing.

Using the toilet, on the other hand,
was pretty comical. The problem lies in
the raised platform used to mount the
toilet, exacerbated by the general lack
of elbowroom. Too much floor space

WHAT'S HOT &)

Tilt-up front end for easy engine access,
spacious living room, comfortable bedroom
with plenty of storage, gravity water fill,
customer input during factory-direct sale

WHAT'S NOT ¢

Cramped toilet room, small galley counter,
basic privacy curtain, king-size mattress
occupies too much space in the bedroom

was devoted to the toilet platform,
making it very hard to find a place to
put our feet. Getting re-potty-trained
at our age was not in the cards but we
all had to learn new techniques. We
also struggled with the sink because it
was placed in such a manner that even
brushing teeth was difficult.

We had a conversation about the

toilet room with a factory representative
and he agreed that improvements could
be made. He also made it very clear that
the factory can easily respond to modi-
fications requested by potential buyers
— part of the custom-build model of
being a factory-direct manufacturer.
In that case, those who like the overall
plan, but feel they need more room in
the kitchen and bathroom, can look at
possible modifications.

Out back, the bedroom was fitted

____________ I______,,'

KING MATTRESS

WARDROBE
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| CABOVER
BOOTH DINETTE




Standard High-end
Components

® Ultra Quiet Ultra Insulated Shell
Construction

® 3500 Mercedes Sprinter chassis longest
wheelbase and extended version with walk
in ceiling height

® White euro laminated cabinetry throughout
with European hidden hinges

® Unique expanded pods allow 2 adults to
sleep side to side adding 16 more inches
and the following improvements to the
24KBX floorplan:

* Comfortable 80 by 76 level king bed

arrangement in rear convertible to a
dinette

MAN U FACTU RER o — * Exclusive 32 cu ft capacity storage
compartment underneath the king bed
OF LUXU RY * Floor to ceiling wardrobe with full size
/ hanging capacity
CLASS B : ¢ Customizable passenger layout

MOTORHOM ES accommodates up to six people for travel

Your “Ultimate Freedom Machine”

Pl e, Gl 196 an Basder Saies G Prices and specifications subject to change without notice.



Specifications

Chassis

Model International TerraStar
Engine MaxxForce 7
SAE Hp 300 hp @ 2,600 rpm
Torque 660 Ib-ft @ 1,600 rpm
Transmission Allison 6 speed
Axle Ratio 4.30:1
Front Tires 225/70R195 LR F
Rear Tires 225/70R195 LR F
Wheelbase 246"
Brakes Hydraulic disc

Suspension Front leaf, rear air
Fuel Capacity 65 gal
Fuel Economy 10.2 mpg
Warranty 3 years/50,000 miles
Coach

Exterior Length 337"
Exterior Width 8'6"
Exterior Height 11'5" with A/C
Interior Width 8'2"
Interior Height 7'0"
Construction  Alloy steel cage, composite side

walls, laminated steel-framed floor, seamless
fiberglass side walls and roof, fiberglass front cap

Freshwater Capacity 75 gal
Black-water Capacity 43 gal
Gray-water Capacity 43 gal
\Water-heater Capacity 6 gal
LP-gas Capacity 20.3 gal
Air Conditioner (2) 13,500 Btu
Furnace 40,000 Btu
Refrigerator 7.5 cubic-foot
Converter/charger 55 amps
Batteries (2)  12-volt chassis, (2) 12-volt coach
AC generator 6 kW
Base price $117,999
Factory direct price, as tested $130,952
Warranty 1 year bumper-to-bumper,

unlimited miles
Wet Weight

(Water and Heater, Fuel, LP-gas Tanks Full;
No Supplies or Passengers)

Front Axle 6,420 Ibs
Rear Axle 12,320 Ibs
Total 18,740 Ibs

Chassis Ratings

GAWR, F/R 7,000/13,500 Ibs
GVWR/GCWR 19,500/26,000 Ibs
ROCCC 760 Ibs (deduct weight of

passengers for net cargo capacity)
GAWR Gross axle weight rating
GVWR Gross vehicle weight rating
GCWR Gross combination weight rating
ROCCC Realistic occupant and cargo

carrying capacity (full water, no passengers)
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NEXUS PHANTOM 33SC

Optional full-body paint and LED lighting give the Phantom Super C an appealing profile.

with a king bed that had an innerspring
mattress. Although the slide opens up
the room some, the bed occupies the
majority of the space. There’s really
not enough floor space to get dressed
between the end of the bed and the
wall of cabinets, but there was still
enough walkaround space to make
the bed, and sleeping in that room was
heavenly. Visually, the bedroom would
work better with the standard queen
mattress, but bed size is a personal
choice. An LED TV can be ordered for
the bedroom. It would be mounted in
the center of the cabinet structure on
a lift-up door that leads to a concealed
storage area. The company did a good
job hiding the intent of the door; we
actually missed the fact that it opens
until about three days into the trip.

Décor-wise, the upgraded flooring,
raised-panel hardwood cabinetry,
window treatments and pleated
day-night shades work well with the
nickel cabinet handles and fixtures.
LED lighting is used throughout.

The décor of the motorhome is an
area where potential buyers will be
able to choose the look. The website
allows buyers to change the décor using
an interactive program and interior
images of the various floorplans.

The company encourages buyers to
spend time perusing the website and
brochure when planning the build of
their motorhome. There’s an extensive
list of options that the company feels
are good embellishments to the already
well-equipped standard package — and
all prices are clearly stated.

Outside, the array of exterior storage
compartments is arranged in a practical

manner, taking advantage of every open
space. Pack rats will need to control
their belongings — and for the most
part there’s plenty of physical space for
essentials and recreational items — but
the limited weight carrying capacity of
this motorhome will seriously restrict
the number of items that can be stored
(see specifications). Pass-through com-
partments are not super tall, but can
accommodate a variety of longer, flat
items. The utility compartment is wide
open and the valves and black-tank
clean-out port are easy to locate and
use. A separate door on the side wall
leads to the city and gravity water fills,
which is not a very common practice
these days. We're big fans of a gravity
fill, which seems to simplify the tank-
filling process, especially in primitive
camping locations.

Full-body paint is a nearly $7,000
option, but it really upgrades the
appearance of the Class C profile. LED
lighting, including the taillights, and the
rest of the outdoor accouterments are
mated stylishly to the International cap,
which is representative of today’s more
modern-looking commercial trucks.

Those looking to be part of the
planning and manufacturing process
will enjoy working with Nexus when
it comes to personalizing a new
motorhome. There are some inherent
benefits of a Class C motorhome,
including sleeping capacity and maneu-
verability. Add in a commercial chassis
with a rugged turbodiesel engine, and
the possibilities are extensive. @
|
Nexus RV
855-786-3987, www.nexusrv.com



ROAD TRIP

2015

MOTORHOMES
STARTING AT

.
CLASS B

CLASS C MOTORHOMES MOTORHOMES
STARTING AT _ | STARTING AT

53 56 PER e 5535 MONTH

MONTH
» CLASS A DIESEL
RECEIVE 107; OFF AT GOOD SAM SN\ MOTORHOMES

RV PARKS & CAMPGROUNDS TN  STARTING AT
WITH ANY RV PURCHASE!" Deee PER

MONTH’
CAMPING WORLD RV SALES

866-9-RV-CENTER | CampingWorld.com/RV

*Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in CA, OH, TX, TN, GA or UT).
Inventory and floorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the nearest authorized dealer. Contact your area dealer for availability. VIN
numbers posted at dealership. Example Class C motorhome Stki# ASH564724. Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 180 mos. Example Class A motorhome Stk# OKC556089. Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99%
APR for 240 mos. Example Class B motorhome Stk# JAX562817. Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos. Example Class AD motorhome Stk# KAT538997. Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.
Payments to qualified buyers with approved credit. Subject to lender terms. “On select models. Available to qualified buyers based on lender credit qualifications. Down payment may be required. tBased on Statistical
Surveys 2014. 11Offer is a component of a Good Same Elite membership. RV must be purchased at a participating Camping World RV Sales Dealership to qualify. Offer is not retroactive on previous RV purchases. Benefits
are subject to certain limitations and restrictions, and are subject to change. Discounts and benefits offered through your Good Sam Elite membership for 3 years from date of RV purchase. See dealer for full program
details. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other offer and not applicable to prior sales. Offers valid at any Camping
World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for details. Offers expire 12/9/15. FR043657-0915
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ON HONDA GENERATORS
HURRY—LIMITED TIME OFFER!

See SuperCenter or call for special pricing!

QUIET, PORTABLE, RELIABLE -HHON DA

GENERATOR

& FUEL-EFFICIENT

"W

Brushed
Nickel

¥

padded seat

capacity |
\

CLUB SALE

524997 Reg. $439.99

NEW & EXCLUSIVE COLOR! Adventurer 3-Speed Trike #85603

Folding trike now comes in a Midnight Blue painted finish, with specially
coated hardware that resists corrosion. Quick release clamps allow fast
set-up. Foot-operated rear drum brake; front hand-operated drum brake.
Heavy-duty steel frame with alloy wheels. | #% | @

Table is 36"L x 36"W x
28%"H open

Handle and built-
in wheels for
easy transport

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.857.6625 | CampingWorld.com

Folds to 292"H x
29/2"W x 36"L

CLUB SALE

$9991

CLUB SALE

53897 Reg. $52.99

Fury Handheld Shower by Oxygenics®, White #83902
Five powerful settings feel like your home shower while using
less water. | @

Brushed Nickel #83903 Club SALE $47.97 Reg. $64.99 | @
194"W

Reg. $169.99

Roll-X Folding Table &
Chairs Set #81955

Table and four chairs fold
and store on a rolling rack
that converts to the table
base. Includes zippered
cover. Seats are 15"W with
250 |b. capacity.

-

CLUB SALE

$3497
Reg. $49.99
Mesh Back Chair with Table #69344
Hammer tone steel frame, ripstop polyester
fabric, padded armrests. Includes fold-up
side table. | #% | @

capacity

W Flat shipping fee applies

S

CA043660



STARTING AT

CLUB SALE

$9Q99

CLUB SALE

Reg. $114.99 S 441
NEW & EXCLUSIVE! Freeze Ban 2000™
Heated Drinking Water Hose Reg. $5.99
Connect your RV fresh water system to a Antifreeze,
park faucet with no fear of freeze-up in cold Gallon #57726
weather down to -20°F (-28°C). Available in 12/, Safe, odorless
25'and 50' hose length. and tasteless.

auvssae O Dometic

$l4997 Reg. $199.99

NEW COLOR! Dometic® Portable
Ice Maker, Small, Red #86347
Makes 9 small or large cubes in

15 minutes! LED touchpad
controls. 120-volt. | #% | @

CLUB SALE

sl 3691 Reg. $172.99

Big Buddy Propane Heater #34073*
Heats up to 400 sq. ft. 18,000 BTU.
17'Lx10"W x 17'/2"D. | #&

Select Stores | *Massachusetts and
Canadian models available online | ®@

CLUB SALE

5947 Reg. $15.99

Stabilizer Jack Pads, 4-Pack #29164
9"L x 6%/4"W x /" thick. | @

CLUB SALE

s831 Reg. $11.99

Porta-Pak® Deodorizer and
Waste Digester Toss-ins, 10-Pack :
Fresh Scent #23913  Lavender Scent #69990
Breaks down waste and tissue and offers
odor prevention. Formaldehyde-free.

Elemonate™ Grey Water Deodorizer and Tank Cleaner #37792
Deodorizes grey tank, freshens sink and drain lines and
dissolves grease. 5 tabs. Club SALE $6.97 Reg. $9.49

W Product Protection Plan available

CAMPING
WORLD

SPECIAL BUY

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

Cook Thanksgiving
Turkey Oil-Free!

o Features an oil-less
infrared cooking chamber!
® Cooks up to 16 Ib. turkey
in 8-10 minutes per lb.
¢ Propane powered
16,000 BTUs

CLUB SALE

$94°7
Reg. $129.99

The Big Easy® TRU-Infrared Oil-less Turkey Fryer #75009

No flare-ups and no hot oil to burn, splatter, spill or dispose of.
Connects to a refillable 20 |b. propane tank (sold separately).
800 cu. in. cooking capacity. Rotary ignition. | #% | @

PRICES

OF THE YEAR!

sleep 6 number

STARTING AT
CLUB SALE

$98997

Reg. $1479.99

Sleep Number® Bed RV Premier
« Firmness Control™ System allows quick,
extra-quiet Sleep Number® adjustments

Wireless remote
includes a memory
button for your
favorite setting

« Available in short queen, short queen radius, queen,
queen radius, King, Eastern King & King radius

To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH




By Ken Freund

Time to Re-Tire?

There’s a lot to know about keeping the rubber on the road

ires are a vital asset to any motorhome. Consider-
Ting the high cost of replacement, the more you know

about care and maintenance of tires, the better the
chances are you'll realize maximum service life and safe
travels.

A flat tire or a sudden blowout can lead to collateral
damage that’s expensive and inconvenient to repair (not to
mention dangerous). Fortunately, many tire problems are
avoidable, with a little preparation and care by you.

Design

Truck tires can be less expensive than equivalent
motorhome tires, and it is acceptable to use truck tires

on a coach, as long as they are the correct size, type,

load rating, etc. However, motorhome-specific tires

are engineered to deliver a smoother, quieter ride than
regular truck tires and they're also made to handle the
specific needs of RVers, such as extended storage periods.
Many motorhome tires also incorporate extra antioxida-




tion additives in their compounds

to minimize dry rot and weather
cracking. Tires deteriorate faster
when exposed to intense sunlight and
ozone, which are found in greater
concentrations in polluted city air and
near large electric motors, welders,
etc.

Depending on the type of roads
on which you drive and the prevailing
weather, you may need tires that have
different tread designs on the front
and rear. In many cases, a straight-
rib highway tire works best on the
front, as this type of tread offers the
lowest rolling resistance and best
wear characteristics. If you only plan
to drive in mild weather and on good
roads, straight-rib highway tires
at the rear will also yield the best
mileage and fuel economy. If you
intend to drive in muddy conditions
and/or winter with some snow, tires
with lug or traction patterns should
be used on the rear.

Construction
In any given size, the higher the load
range, the more weight the tire can
carry. How much weight depends on
the size and construction of the tire,
and also on the inflation pressure. In
general, the cumulative maximum
load capacity of the tires on your
coach should meet or exceed the
maximum load rating of your RV (total
weight of the RV, plus fuel, cargo,
passengers, etc.). Wheels must also
meet or exceed this rating.

Motorhomes are notorious for
having uneven weight distribution
due to slideout rooms, tank locations,
loading, etc. That's why it's best to
obtain individual wheel weights on the
coach so you can keep the weight as
balanced as possible. This will ensure
that each tire carries a proportionate
(or as close as possible] load and can
be inflated accordingly.

Older tire designs used diagonal
or bias-ply construction, whereas
most modern tires use radial con-

Breaking the Code

The DOT tire ID number identifies the tire’s characteristics. It begins with the letters
“DOT,” which indicates that the tire meets federal standards. The next two numbers or
letters are the plant code where it was manufactured, followed by the tire size code. The
next set is an optional ID for the manufacturer. And the last four numbers represent the
week and year the tire was built.

struction. Radial inner belts cross
the tire tread perpendicularly, and
the shoulders tend to have a rounder
shape than bias-type tires. Radials
also tend to have lower rolling
resistance and last longer than
bias-ply designs. Belts may be made
of synthetic cords such as polyester,
or metal. For motorhome use, look
for all-steel construction, which

is more durable and resistant to
impacts and road hazards.

Radials and bias-ply tires have
different handling characteristics
and should not be mixed. Goodyear,
for example, recommends using
the same size and type of tire on the
same axle — i.e., all radial-ply or all
bias-ply, and all should be the same
size, tread pattern and tread depth.
If you decide to change to radials, do
all positions at once. Always choose
tires that have the same (or higher)
weight rating than the tires you are
replacing.

Manufacturers also vary rubber
compounds by mixing various
components such as silica, carbon
black and other chemicals. This
allows tires to be designed for
different types of vehicles, driving
styles and weather, while maintain-
ing a good balance between wear and

traction. Harder compounds wear
longer but have less grip, and vice
versa.

Sizing

Motorhome tires come in a variety

of sizes to fit the various wheel
diameters and widths used by manu-
facturers over the years.

The metric standard of
motorhome tire sizing uses three
numbers followed by a slash, then
two more numbers, then an “R,”
then three more numbers. Using
295/80R22.5 for an example, this tire
would be 295 millimeters wide, with
an aspect ratio of 80 (80 percent as
tall as is it is wide) and the 22.5 is the
rim diameter in inches.

The numeric (inch) method is
typically listed as two numbers,
then a letter and three numbers;
for example 11R22.5. This tire is 11
inches wide and has a rim diameter of
22.5 inches, and the “R” indicates the
tire is a radial construction. Although
not written on the tire, the profile, or
aspect ratio in this type is 88. In other
words, the sidewall of the tire is 88
percent as tall as the tire is wide.

Sidewall Codes
There are a number of codes

From far left: The Goodyear Unisteel G670RV, which is designed to improve ride and fuel economy and resist sun and ozone, has a four-year
warranty. Michelin’s XZE all-position tires feature an extra-wide and deep tread for good wet traction and extra-long wear.
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stamped on sidewalls. The ones that
are of most interest to motorhome
owners are date of manufacture and
country of manufacture. The U.S.
Department of Transportation (DOT)
tire identification number is a com-
bination of up to 12 numbers and
letters. The first two are the plant
code where the tire was manufac-
tured. (Plant codes are listed online at
this website: www.tire
safetygroup.com/tire-dot-plant-
codes-sorted-plant-code.] The last
four numbers (1999 and earlier codes
used three numbers, but these tires
should be well out of circulation by
now) represent the week and year the
tire was built. For example, a tire with
a DOT code ending in 2609 was manu-
factured the 26th week of 2009.

Weight, Loading and Inflation
Tires are designed to carry a certain
amount of weight according to
inflation pressure, and in the case

of tires designed for either dual- or
single-mounting configurations, they
have different ratings for each type of
service. The weight ratings for single
and dual applications are printed on
the sidewalls.

Inflation pressures printed on
tire sidewalls are not maximum
pressures; rather, they are the
pressures necessary at maximum-
rated loads. Never reduce tire
pressure just to get a softer ride,
as this may lead to catastrophic tire
failure. Always carry a quality tire
gauge, and if you have dual rear
wheels, make sure the gauge has an

From far left: Braided stainless-steel hoses are a popular way to access inner dual-tire valves.
Most motorhomes have placards that provide tire load and inflation information. Old, cracked,
dried-out tires like this are dangerous and should not be used.

offset double head that can reach both
outer and inner dual tire valves.

As a tire’s temperature increases,
so does the pressure in the tire.
Typically, for every 10 degrees
Fahrenheit increase, the tire’s internal
pressure will increase by 0.7 psl.

Changes in altitude also affect
pressure readings. Starting at
sea level, pressures subsequently
measured at 5,000 feet would
indicate about 2-3 psi higher.
Conversely, descending from 5,000
feet to sea level would result in an
apparent loss of pressure of about
2-3 psl. However, the differences
above assume tire pressures are
measured at the same ambient
temperatures. Since tire pressures
change about 1 psi for every 10
degrees Fahrenheit change in
ambient temperature, the tire
pressure measured at sea level will
likely change when exposed to the
cooler temperatures associated with
higher elevations. This means that in
many cases, differences in ambient
temperature may come close to
offsetting the differences due to the
change in altitude. Drivers may want
to simply set their cold tire pressures

the morning after arriving at their
destination, as well as reset them the
morning after they return home.

The proper way to determine how
much pressure to run in each tire
should be determined by weighing
the fully loaded coach (with fuel,
water, cargo and passengers) on
a truck scale. Each manufacturer
provides load-inflation tables specific
to its products to help you determine
the correct tire inflation pressure
for your coach’s loading. These may
be obtained online at the manufac-
turer’s websites, and at tire dealers
for the brand. Tire inflation placards
on the coach, if equipped, only reflect
typical recommended pressures and

Michelin's XZA2 Energy tire is designed to be fuel-
efficient and features an intermediate rib tread that

helps provide exceptional handling and combat

irregular wear.
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don’t take into account individual
loading conditions.

Tire Wear

Most states have laws regarding
minimum allowable tread depth, and
those laws should always be followed.
While the law may only require the
front tires to be replaced at a tread
depth of 4/32 inch (on large vehicles
such as motorhomes) and the rears

at 2/32 inch, wet-weather braking
distances and handling are significantly
diminished with tires having less than
4/32 inch of remaining tread. Tires
should also be replaced if they show any
signs of bubbles, separation, significant
weathering or other types of damage.

Rotation

Tire rotation on motorhomes can

be expensive, and there is some
difference of opinion on when and if it
should be done. If the rear tires have
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special deep-traction lugs and the
fronts have a smoother highway tread,
rotation is not recommended. If all of
the tires are the same type, it can be
done. However, steering tires by law
must have more tread depth than rear
tires. Front tires should also match
each other. Rear dual tires should
have similar amounts of wear. The
rotation patterns also vary between
models and manufacturers. Check
the owner’s manual for a diagram. If
there is a spare tire and it is in good
condition and compatible, it should
also be rotated.

Balancing

To optimize tire performance, tire and
wheels should be balanced. Out-of-
balance wheels put excessive force on
suspension and steering components,
and tend to cup and wear excessively
at the heavy spot. You should have
wheel balancing performed when new

Carrying a 12-volt DC compressor capable of
handling the required tire pressure makes it
easier to inflate cold tires to proper levels.

tires are mounted, after a flat repair
and any time a tire is dismounted and
remounted.

Dual Spacing

When tires are loaded and go over
bumps and uneven surfaces, they
bulge considerably at the sidewalls. To
prevent damaging contact and friction,
dual wheels must have a certain
amount of space between them; this
is called dual spacing. When vehicles
leave the factory with original-equip-
ment tires fitted, the dual spacing is
sufficient. It only becomes a concern
when wheels or tires are changed
from the original configuration, such
as when oversize tires or custom
wheels are fitted. Tire manufacturers
publish recommended dual-spacing
specifications. Check with a reputable
tire dealer before changing types or
sizes of wheels or tires.

Wheels
Wheel manufacturers stamp the rims
with the maximum inflation pressure
and maximum rated weight they are
designed to carry. Always use wheels
with ratings at least as high as original
equipment when replacing them.
Some older motorhomes had
16.5-inch diameter wheels, which
have become obsolete. Many owners
have switched to newer-style 16-inch
wheels. This of course requires a
change of tires, so it’s best done when
new tires are needed anyway. Always
use wheels and tires that have ratings
equal or higher than the originals, and
make sure they are compatible with
the vehicle as far as offset, width and
mounting to the hubs.

Nitrogen Inflation
There has been a lot of talk about

From far left: A special tire gauge is required
to reach the inner rear dual tires. Maximum
rated load is lower for tires used in dual ap-
plication than when they are mounted in single
applications.



nitrogen inflation for tires recently.
Green tire valve caps denote the use
of nitrogen. Nitrogen has some limited
advantages over air, although no
manufacturer requires its use. Atmo-
spheric air contains about 79 percent
nitrogen, and it's impractical to inflate
tires with 100 percent pure nitrogen
(because the tire contains some air
even when deflated). The bottom line
is, if your tires have nitrogen in them,
leave it in. However, you can use air
to maintain pressure if needed; never
run low pressure due to unavailability
of nitrogen.

Tire-Pressure-Monitoring
Systems (TPMS)

Many blowouts occur because of a
slow leak that allows tire pressure to
drop while the vehicle is in motion,
heating the tire to the point of failure.
In some cases, drivers are unaware
of tire failures on dinghy vehicles and
continue to drive, causing the tire

pressure. However, these hoses and
fittings are subject to leaks, and if a
dual loses pressure while driving it
may overheat and fail catastrophically.
One solution is to use both the hoses
for convenience and a TPMS for safety.

Retreads

Laws prohibit the use of recapped tires
on the steering axle. Many commercial
trucking fleets prefer recaps for other
axles because of their cost savings.
However, trucks are typically used
daily and rack up many miles in a
short time. Motorhomes tend to sit
idle for extended periods of time

and recaps may already have older
sidewalls, so aging is a concern, as is
tread peeling. Therefore, retreads are
not recommended for motorhomes.

Storage

Except for some full-timers who are
on the road almost all the time, many
motorhomes sit idle for the majority

Tire rotation on motorhomes
can be expensive, and there is
some difference of opinion on
when and if it should be done.

to catch fire and in extreme cases,
result in loss of vehicle control or even
igniting wildfires along the road.

Aftermarket TPMS units are
available to monitor both the
motorhome and trailer or dinghy
vehicle tire pressures. These provide
peace of mind and greatly reduce the
chance that low tire pressure will
result in a blowout. (See our TPMS
roundup, “Air Apparent,” beginning on
page 52.)

Tire Valves

Tires that run high pressures require
special tire valves, and valves used
with dual tires must be accessible

for filling and checking pressure.
Special hoses are available to extend
the reach of the inner dual tire valves
and make it easier to check and adjust

of the year. If possible, keep your
motorhome in a cool, dry storage area
out of direct sunlight and the sun’s UV
rays.

Most modern motorhome tires are
comprised of natural and synthetic
rubber, and cords made of steel and
fabrics such as polyester. These
products tend to oxidize over time with
exposure to sunlight, rain and other
elements. This causes weathering, or
dry rot — typically between the tread
elements, or on the sidewall of the
tire. Dry rot that extends to the cord,
fabric or steel of the tire is a severe
safety hazard, and the tires must im-
mediately be removed from service.

According to Goodyear, during
storage, owners should inflate tires
to normal recommended pressure
plus 25 percent (to allow for leakage

Tire Life

Motorhome tires, including
spares, should be inspected
regularly by a qualified tire
specialist to assess the tire’s
suitability for continued service.
Tires eventually deteriorate to
the point they are unsafe, and
the older a tire, the greater the
chance that it will need to be
replaced due to deterioration.
Michelin recommends tires

in use for five years or more
should continue to be inspected
by a specialist at least annually.
Consumers are strongly
encouraged to be aware not only
of their tires’ visual condition and
inflation pressure, but also of any
change in dynamic performance
such as increased air loss, noise
or vibration, which could be an
indication that the tires need to
be removed from service. While
most tires will need replacement
before they achieve 10 years, if
the motorhome is not stored in

a covered location, it is recom-
mended that any tires in service
seven years or more from date of
manufacture, including spares,
be replaced with new tires as

a precaution, even if such tires
appear serviceable and even if
they have not reached the legal
wear limit.
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loss), but should not exceed the rim’s
inflation capacity. Thoroughly clean
tires with soap and water before
storage, and move the motorhome

at least every three months to help
prevent cracking and flat-spotting
(but avoid moving it during extremely
cold weather). Ensure the storage
surface is firm, clean, well-drained
and reasonably level. Reset pressures
before taking the motorhome out of
storage.

Tire Protection

Tire covers can keep the sun off tires
and reduce UV damage. They can be
obtained from RV dealers and Camping
World stores or online. Use them if you
must store the coach outdoors. Most
tire manufacturers do not recommend
the use of tire dressings because
some contain chemicals (petroleum
distillates) that may contribute to tire
deterioration. However, some products
such as 303 Protectant have been

We take trades and we
offer financing See us
today to begin your
adventure.

Anywhere...
becamse fhe memories don’ begin cmos yow ‘et thers”,

l:a[:“]r“ Direct rhoenixcruiser.com viit our
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> for more

noted to provide good protection to
tires from sunlight and UV rays.

Dual Matching
Mismatching dual tires can result
in rapid, uneven tread wear and
overheating and failure. According
to Goodyear, duals should be within
the following tolerances for tire cir-
cumference (measured around the
tire at the tread surface): 8.25R20
and smaller — within 0 to %-inch
tolerance; 9.00R20 and larger —
within 0 to 12 inches of tolerance.
Before making a final decision to
convert to a larger size, contact your
local RV tire retailer to verify that the
following considerations have been
met:

1) Check with the vehicle manufac-
turer to ensure approval of the tire/
wheel clearance and fitment.

2) Verify that the current rim width is
compatible to the new tire size.

3) A minimum dual spacing is required
and should be confirmed or met.

Due to a tire diameter and static
loaded radius, there may be a change
in the number of revolutions per mile,
which means that the vehicle speed-
ometer and odometer will change.
Generally, if the difference in RPM
is less than 3 percent, no changes to
gearing are required.

Final Thoughts

Every motorhome owner should carry
a portable 12-volt DC air compressor
or use the onboard air system (diesel
pushers with air brakes/suspensions],
which can produce enough pressure
to top off tires when needed. It always
seems like you can never find a fuel
station with a compressor when

you need one. Having your own is
especially handy, since tires should be
inflated when cold, before driving.

For best tire life, check inflation
frequently, consider getting a TPMS,
be careful to avoid hitting potholes,
curbs and other hazards, watch for
uneven or unusual tire wear, and store
your coach properly, taking the time to
protect tires. @
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By Larry Walton

AIR
APPARENT

ost of us do not need

to be convinced of the

important role tires play

on our motorhomes.
They hold up a large vehicle and
provide that very important contact
patch that is literally where the
rubber meets the road. Tires supply
the friction we need to get going,
and the grip needed to stop. They
are an important component of the
suspension system, providing a
cushion between the harsh realities
of uneven road surfaces and the
precious cargo riding inside our
home away from home.

Tires must meet specific speci-
fications in size, shape, rubber
compounds, sidewall structure and
nonrubber components to provide
grip, strength and durability. All of
these tire construction characteristics
are designed and built around one all-
important specification that gives the
tire sufficient load carrying capacity:
proper tire inflation.

So much depends on the
motorhome and dinghy vehicle tires
having the right pressure, but safety
tops the list. When tire pressure is
out of spec, vehicles do not start,
stop, steer or corner properly. An
underinflated tire can soon get hot
and fail, even come off of the wheel,
causing loss of control and possibly
a crash.
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Fuel economy is another motivation
to maintain proper inflation. Under-
inflated tires present more resistance
to the road surface, which will cost you
at the pump. Additionally, out-of-spec
inflation pressures (too high or too low)
can greatly decrease the life of a tire.
It's likely you can think of better ways
to spend your hard-earned money than
replacing motorhome tires before their
time.

Change is the One Constant
There is no such thing as set-it-
and-forget-it when maintaining tire
inflation. Tire pressure is guaranteed
to get out of spec, sometimes suddenly
but most certainly over a period of
time. There is, of course, the infamous
blowout, which is rare if the tires are
properly inflated. Then there are the
road hazards, stray fasteners, broken
glass and vicious potholes that can
cause tire damage with a slower

leak. Finally, whether you realize it or
not, your tires are constantly losing
pressure, not because they are poorly

Tire-pressure-monitoring systems typically use sensors
that screw on to the Schrader valve in the wheel. Standard-
style sensors (top pair) will have to be removed before
checking pressure and inflating the tires. Optional flow-
through sensors (bottom pair) make this process easier,

because they do not have to be removed before using a tire
gauge or air chuck. To achieve this convenience, a Schrader
valve is built into the housing. While flow-through sensors
can be used on most motorhomes, the added length of
these devices may not be suitable for dinghy vehicle wheels.

constructed but because of the nature
of rubber, which is porous enough to
allow a couple of psi loss each month.
For all of these reasons, it is
imperative that owners and operators
of motorhomes remain vigilant to make
sure that the tires on the RV and dinghy
vehicle are at proper inflation pressure.
It's usually not possible to identify an
underinflated tire until it is dangerously
low (particularly the inside duals on a
motorhome), so checking tire pressure
with a good tire gauge should be part of
every pre-trip routine. But what about
changes to tire pressure that occur
while driving long hours? If periodic
visual inspections are not reliable,

! The EEZ TIRE TPMS 515 system comes with a monitor
© that can handle up to 22 tires and up to 189 psi. Sensor
© batteries are replaceable. The system is very easy to install
© and users can set their own parameters for monitoring
the motorhome or dinghy vehicle. The 3%2-inch monitor

do you really need to stop and check
pressures? How often? What about the
old trucker trick of thumping the tires to
check for underinflation?

Not to worry because now we have
the option of adding a tire-pressure-
monitoring system (TPMS] to our
rigs. At a glance we can check tire
pressures right along with the gauges
monitoring other vehicle systems.

Newer cars and some motorhomes
have these systems built in, but for
those without, aftermarket upgrades
are getting better all the time. A quick
read of our TPMS roundup will give
you a good idea of the features you can
look forina TPMS.

Doran’s 360RV Tire-Pressure-Monitoring System
features valve-stem-mounted tire pressure sensors

that consistently transmit tire pressure and tempera-

ture data wirelessly to a monitor display mounted in the
motorhome. A unique, three-piece seal maximizes valve
core depression and minimizes leaks. Programming is
simple for up to 36 wheel positions. The 12-volt DC monitor
has multiple mounting options, and multiple visual/audible
alarms alert for low pressure, high pressure, rapid drop

in pressure and high temperature. Monitoring of a dinghy
vehicle or trailer is a standard feature. MSRP ranges from
$299 for a four-wheel TPMS to $899 for a 16-wheel TPMS.

Doran Manufacturing, 866-816-7233, www.doranmfg.com

i operates on a rechargeable lithium ion battery for 60 hours
of continuous use, or it can be hardwired. Monitors feature
multiple alerts, including an audible alarm, flashing red
light and a plain English description of the problem. Theft-
proof sensors alert on low pressure, high pressure, rapid

© air loss (catastrophic failure) and high temperature. An
optional transceiver (booster] is available. MSRP ranges
from $279 for a four-wheel set to $899 for an 18-wheel set.

EEZ RV Products, 510-910-5397, http://eezrvproduct.com

Photos: Courtesy of the manufacturer
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AIR APPARENT

HawksHead’s Talon 22 can handle up to 22 wheels with
either theft-proof caps or feed-through sensors with
replaceable low-cost generic CR1632 button batteries. A
drop feature removes the dinghy vehicle from the monitor
with the touch of a button to display the motorhome only.
The Talon 22 constantly shows pressure and tempera-
ture, even when parked, and the monitor has its own
rechargeable power pack, which allows it to be removed
from the cab and used as a wireless tire pressure gauge
when walking around the motorhome. Alarms are visual
and audible with parameters that can be customized

by the user to display a specific problem, such as low
pressure/high pressure and high temperature. MSRP for
the Talon 22 is $339.

HawksHead Systems, 888-321-8767, www.tpms.ca

VERY LOW
88 PSI

PressurePro’s all-new PULSE TPMS features an easy-
to-read display, real-time pressure and temperature
readings, high- and low-pressure and temperature
warnings, fully adjustable reference pressures and
alerts, fully configurable vehicle layout, multiple display
types (per unit, axle or tire) and data logging with SD
card storage. The system can monitor up to 80 tires and
up to five stored vehicles. The unit installs in minutes
with little to no maintenance. A six-wheel PULSE runs
$705, but call for pricing.

Advantage PressurePro, 800-959-3505,
http://advantagepressurepro.com

According to HCI Corp., manufacturer of the Tire-
SafeGuard, its TPMS has an exceptional sensor signal
and monitor reception. External flow-through and

cap sensors have user-replaceable batteries and the
monitor supports any combination of flow-through and
cap sensors. The monitor can be readily reconfigured
to support different vehicle applications and supports
per-axle pressure-warning-level adjustment. Features
also include rapid detection and warnings for low
pressure, high pressure, slow leak and high tempera-
ture. MSRP varies based on flow-through or cap sensor
and number of tires.

HCI Corp., 818-400-9976, http://tiresafeguard.com

RVibrake makes a TPMS that is integrated in its
RVibrake2 auxiliary braking system for dinghy vehicles.
In addition to monitoring tire pressure, the wireless
monitor alerts the driver if the dinghy experiences a flat
tire, low pressure or high temperature in the tire. Since
road feel is not as apparent in a dinghy vehicle, infor-
mation about the status of the tires is very important.
MSRP: $250 (TPMS upgrade) TPMS/RVi2 combo: $1,375.

RVI, 800-815-2159, www.rvibrake.com
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The TireMinder TPMS includes a 3%-inch screen with
portrait layout to mimic the motorhome so you know
exactly where an issue is occurring. The system alerts
when psi drops 15 percent below baseline, rises above
20 percent over baseline, loses 3 Psi or more in 2
minutes, loses 6 Psi or more in a 10-minute timespan

or if the internal tire temperature reaches 167 degrees
Fahrenheit or higher. Features also include Disconnect
Mode, Auto-Search Mode, Full Delete, simplified user
interface, signal boosters and the ability to add a total of
22 transmitters. The transmitters weigh only 0.5 ounces
with the battery installed. Flow-Through Adapters are
available. The TireMinder A1A TPMS with four transmit-
ters has an MSRP of $389; the six-transmitter system
runs $459.

Minder Research, 772-463-6522, http://minderresearch.com

The new TT-500 by
TireTraker features
a large, easy-
to-read display,
continuous pressure
and tempera-

ture monitoring,
automatic updates
and the ability to
monitor any tire
from 0-232 psl.

The TT-500 also
features visual and
audible alarms for
low pressure, high
pressure, and high
temperature as well as rapid pressure loss. A recharge-
able monitor incorporates USB charging. Sensors weigh
just 0.5 ounces and have user-replaceable batteries
providing lower operating costs. The new system has

a lifetime warranty and starts at $289 for a four-wheel
TPMS; additional sensors are $35 each.

TireTraker, 866-200-9773, www.tiretraker.com

Truck System Technologies’ variety of sensors are easy
to install and very reliable. The easy-to-read monitor
has a large display, built-in rechargeable lithium battery
and an AC adapter. The system is automatically activated
when the vehicle is in motion, and the automatic monitor
illumination is adaptable to all conditions. Program-
mable high- and low-pressure alarms and program-
mable high-temperature alarm thresholds are coupled
with visual warning lights and audible alarms. The
system monitors up to 22 tires and can read a dinghy
vehicle in tow. Tire pressure and temperature readings
are displayed simultaneously. The unit can be configured
per axle. The MSRP is $259 for the 507 Starter System
Kit (with four sensors) or the TST 510 System (a base
package that can be expanded to monitor 22 tires).

Truck System Technologies, 770-889-9102,
http://tsttruck.com
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Valor’s internally mounted sensor monitors both the
tire’s temperature and pressure, in real time. The unit
displays individual tire and axle position for an easy-to-
read interface. Sensors are powered by a long-lasting
battery and are installed securely on the wheel rim [tires
must be dismounted) where they are safe from damage
and theft. Telematics integration options are available.
The antenna receives data wirelessly from the sensors.
The system can be configured with either a 2-inch-
round gauge for an in-dash factory look or with the Valor
display that comes with a mounting bracket. MSRP for a
motorhome is between $650 and $800, depending on the
type of display and the number of wheels, but call Valor
for exact pricing.

Valor TPMS, 800-568-9188 ext. 106, www.valortpms.com [




Great TV on the Road...
Just the Way You Want It!

‘w‘"

Wherever your RV takes you, the
Automatic Portable Satellite Antg !
DISH Pay-As-You-Go programml
allow you to tune in to your
favorite TV programs.

FREE
DISH® Tervjse
Tumbler with
purchase—
$21.49 Valye!

While supplies [ast,

Winegard® Carryout
G2 Automatic Portable - DISH ViP 211z Satellite
Satellite Antenna #76528 ; Television Receiver #73912
Club SALE $547 Reg. $699 - Club SALE $99.95 Reg. $109.99

Winegard® Carryout G2 offers: With DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming*:

m Equipped with two coax ports that allow you to m Pay only for the months you use

watch HD shows on two TVs at the same time m Only DISH lets you watch your favorite shows in HD
m Easy, fully automatic operation m No charge to start or stop monthly service
m Converts to roof mount for stationary use m Programming for as little as $49.99 per month!

(bracket sold separately)
Hurry! Offer expires November 29, 2015!

Call Camping World at 1-888-875-1540 to activate your DISH programming! d o Sh

*Important Terms and Conditions: Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All prices, packages,
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades,
must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. Offer subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential
Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply. AUTHORIZED RETAILER

(=) CAMPING WORLD

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.875.1540 | CampingWorld.com

DISH Network, Circle 108 on Reader Service Card

CA029189_0915




MAINTENANCE: SHADE REPAIR

By Bill and Jenn Gehr

DAY-NIG
SHADES

Adjusting the cord retainers, and even complete restringing,
can keep perfectly good fabric in use for a long time

uring the last 20 years, day-night shades have become the top
choice of window coverings in RVs. The ability to conveniently block

unwanted light in the mornings and/or allow in a gentle light throughout

the daytime while still blocking some of the heat from harsh sunlight
has made day-night shades practical — and they add an element of décor. Unlike
the old miniblinds that rattle and shake, day-night shades are lightweight and

quiet while driving down the road.

The problem with day-night shades
is that at some point they stop working
properly, become disoriented and
appear unsightly on the windows.

The thin cords, which are the heart of
the operating system, are usually the
first to go. Depending on the brand
and how frequently the particular
shade is used, you may notice that

the cords loosen up and need a bit

of TLC to perform optimally. When
they break, the shade is rendered
useless. Replacing the shades is one
option, but it could be difficult finding

a close match to the texture and color
of the ones used in your motorhome.
Repairing the window shade may seem
like a daunting task but with a little
know-how, day-night shades can easily
be brought back to life. The good news
is that by simply replacing the strings,

@ TOOLS REQUIRED
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you can keep your existing fabric and
save a lot of money when compared to
replacing the entire shade.

Maintenance and repairs can be as
simple as adjusting the bottom cord
retainers or replacing the strings that
make it possible to raise and lower the
shade. Start by inspecting the shade
carefully on the front and back sides.
Look for frayed or broken strings and
any plastic grommets that may have
broken and caused the strings to fray,
which will prevent the shade from
moving up or down. If the shade simply
won't stay put in the up position, a
simple adjustment of the cord retainer
will likely solve the problem.

To adjust the cord retainers,
gently loosen the screw on the right
side retainer while holding it firmly
to prevent unwinding. Turn the cord

retainer one-half turn and tighten the
screw. Repeat on the left side, but for
this one you’ll have to turn the cord
retainer counterclockwise. Repeat
the process until the shade stays in
the proper position. Use caution to
not overtighten the strings, as they
will wear much more quickly if under
increased tension for long periods

of time. If the cord retainer comes
loose and the string begins to unwind,
simply rewind the string onto the cord
retainer until snug, add one-half turn
and set the screw. Repeat this process
until the shade stays in the proper
position and performs as designed.

It is very common for the screw
that holds the cord retainer in position
to become stripped, thus allowing the
string to unwind. An effective way to
solve this dilemma is to use a larger
screw, but this is not always an option
because of the small hole in the center
of the cord retainer.

It's also very common for the cord
retainers to be installed into a thin
piece of wood paneling. A convenient
way to fix this problem is to remove the
cord retainer and install a self-drilling

Cordless driver, Phillips or square drive bit and extension, wire restring tool, flat screwdriver,
rubber bands, scissors, tape measure, shade string and possibly new plastic grommets.




E-Z Ancor drywall anchor into
the wall. These drywall anchors
are available in many different
lengths and may contact the
outer wall if you use one that's
too long, so be sure to measure
the wall depth before installing.
Once the drywall anchor is in
place it's a simple matter of
reinstalling the cord retainer
into the anchor that is now flush
with the wall. If the wood is solid
behind the wall, use a plastic
expansion anchor rather than an
E-Z Ancor.

|f the cords are broken,
the repair involves restring-
ing, which is much easier than
most people imagine. Once
you determine the diameter
and the color of the string that
needs replacing, log on to www.
fixmyblinds.com for materials.
This company has everything
you need to repair any type of
blind or shade, as well as the
tools to assist with the string-
replacement process. The
website provides a wealth of in-
structional videos and a detailed
diagram to assist in the entire
restringing process. The end
result will look as though you
have a new day-night shade.

The process starts by
removing the valance above the

window. This step can often be
more difficult than restring-
ing the shade itself, because
clearance to the brackets can
often be restricted. After the
valance is removed, the shade
is dropped down all the way for
full extension. It is important
to measure the height as well
as the width of the shade to
determine the complete length
of each string. Only two new
strings are needed for most
shades; some will need three
or four. The string length will
be 2.5 times the width plus the
height; it's best to add a few extra
inches to each string to allow for
any errors in calculations — it
is easier to cut off excess string
than start all over again.
Although this day-night
cord replacement may seem
complicated at first glance, rest
assured that after completing
just one new string replace-
ment you will have the skill and
the confidence to care for your
day-night shades in the future.
Figure on about 90 minutes to get
the job done the first time, but
the time to complete the process
will get shorter with subsequent
restringing projects. Here's how
the cord retainer repairs and re-
stringing are done:

[1] As shown here, one simple broken string on a day-night shade can cause myriad
problems when opening and closing the shade. [2] Before loosening the cord
retainer, make sure that the blind is secured to prevent it from falling to the bottom
and causing minor damage. [3] Adjusting cord retainers can be challenging at best.
Make only half-turn adjustments at a time. [4] Be careful when removing the end

caps, as they are plastic and easily broken.

[5] When removing the shade fabric from the top rail pay close attention not to snag and tear the material. [6] Use high-quality scissors when
cutting the cord from the spring at the top of the shade. [7] Pay close attention to cord routing before cutting the old cord attached to the retainer.

Photos: Jenn Gehr and Bob Livingston
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SAVINGS!AT.VOGT.RY

2016 Jayco Melbourne

AVAlIanIB NDW!
2015 Jayco Seneca 3THINSG.

2 yr layco Warranty - 340 Cummins
2016/Allegro Bus 37AP

[8] Use a flat-blade screwdriver to remove the
remaining end caps. Pry the plastic gently to
prevent breakage. [9] Gently pull the string

as you slide the two sections of fabric apart. If
the string gets bound up, it will be difficult to
remove. [10] Note the routing of the strings
(for use later) after separating the two sections
of fabric. [11] At this point it should be very
easy to remove the strings entirely.

alllkordesiiPErice!
2015 Allegro Bus 450P - 6DO HP
= 7

VOGT

RV CENTERS

Rirstream - Allegro - Jayco .
Tiffin - Leisure Travel Vans [12] Make sure the shade is gathered tightly and use rubber bands to hold it together. This

- - will eliminate the need for two extra hands during the restringing process. [13] Be sure to
Mldwem nmu m 0“"8 & M ["ET use a secure knot when tying the string to the spring in the top section of the shade. This will
ensure that the strings will not let go during normal operation. [14] Using a wire restring tool

or a large needle, pull the string with an even pressure through the top and bottom sections

v 0 G T R “ c ﬂ M of the shade. This will prevent any snagging during the process. [15] It may even be possible
= to route the new string without using any tools, as shown here. [16] Carefully place the string

in the rail section so that it doesn’t bind. [17] While sliding the sections of the shade together,
a 1 ] = 3 3 1 = a 2 2 2 check for flaws that may be in the slide rails preventing the completion of the process.

Vogt RV Center, Circle 129 on Reader Service Card
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for every $1

=9  YOURSELF
_ THIS HOLIDAY
oo Y SEASON!

$lspent at
Camping World
and on Good

My THE GOOD SAM | CAMPING WORLD
_— VISA® WITH REC REWARDS

f;:lr every is your everyday credit card that rewards
spen
everywhere you for each and every purchase you make

else VISA® is | this holiday season and all-year round!”
accepted

REDEEM for cash back as a statement credit, N @ @
Good Sam memberships, restaurant, retail and & ‘, QWOMQL.NG‘Z
gas gift cards, PLUS MUCH MORE! (T
30 EXTRA DAYS FOR RETURNS ,,i(] ag g 23y :c;[;?
on Camping World purchases made with the card e 'ENEJ-Q%

, i (] 7
NO ANNUAL FEE" OYOUR ape visN

APPLY TODAY to earn up to $25 in bonus REC REWARDS points!

CALL: 1-844-271-2591 CLICK: GoodSamCampingWorldVisa.com
or Visit a Camping World SuperCenter near you!

*Offer subject to credit approval. Cardholders will earn five (5) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases spent on Good Sam Club related products and services made on their Account rounded
to the nearest dollar. “Good Sam Club eligible purchases,” are defined as products and services purchased from Good Sam Enterprises, LLC and its affiliates and partners, including but not limited to
the following: Coast to Coast, Camping World, Good Sam, TL Enterprises, and NGIC. Cardholders will earn three (3) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made at any retail establishments
that classify their merchant location to Visa as Campgrounds and Trailer Parks within the U.S. and Canada. For all other purchases made anywhere else, Cardholders will earn one (1) point for every one

dollar (§1.00) of Net Purchases made on their Account rounded to the nearest dollar. A one-time bonus award of (2,000) Rec Rewards Points will be awarded to new cardholders after the first purchase
is posted to the Account. Bonus Rec Rewards Points will be posted approximately 30 days after the initial qualifying transaction. This rewards program is provided by Comenity Capital Bank and its terms
may discontinue or change at any time. For information about the rates, fees, other costs, and the reward program rules (including point accrual rate, bonus point awards, etc.) and benefits associated
with the use of this credit card program please visit www.comenity.net/goodsamcampingworld for complete terms and conditions.

**Standard variable ARP of 24.99%,19.99% and 13.99% based on Prime Rate and your credit worthiness. Balance transfer and Cash Advance APR of 25.99% based on Prime Rate. Minimum interest charged
is $2.00 per credit plan. Offer subject to credit approval.

The Good Sam | Camping World Visa® and Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license for Visa® U.S.A. Inc. VISA is a registered trademark of Visa International Service
Association and used under license. GCR43650 - 0915




HWLLAND

Motor Homes

Excel Fifth Whee
1-800-221-7197

Website:
www.holland-motorhomes.com

Holland MI 49423

Holland Motorhomes, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card
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SHADE REPAIR

[18] Before the two sections are mated together, double-check the string orientation.

[19]1 If the two sections are difficult to slide back together, use controlled doses of silicone
spray to smooth out the process. [20 and 21] Gently slide the top into place, making sure
that the strings do not get bound up or twisted. [22] Sliding the fabric through the rails may
require an extra set of hands to keep the material from binding. [23] Carefully reinstall

the end caps before final assembly. These caps can become brittle over time, so use even
pressure when seating. [24] Before inserting the end cap in the lower rail, pull the string
tight to prevent binding inside the lower channel. [25] Pay close attention to the direction
the string is threaded through the cord retainer before reinstalling on the wall. [0




Private Party RV Loans
1t’s EasienthaniYou| Thin

Recreational Use

APRs* As Low As

3.85%

on loan amounts of

S75k+

3.97%

on loan amounts of

50k to *74,999

4.79%

on loan amounts of

525k to 49,999

wiwman(2) Good Sam ~

i bl SN 3L O

Today, approximately 40% of all RVs are
sold through private parties. With easy
access to neighborhood, local and online
listings, shopping around for used RVs is
easier than ever — but obtaining financing
for a private party loan can often seem
anything but simple.

Luckily, the Good Sam Finance Center
specializes in private party loans, so you
can hit the road stress-free.

Whether you're looking for a fifth wheel,
motorhome or travel trailer, obtaining
private party financing for a 2007 model
year or newer rig with the Good Sam
Finance Center is a breeze. Our friendly
loan specialists are ready to guide you
through the loan process every step of
the way.

RV Loans

Plus, the Good Sam Finance Center’s rates
and terms for private party loans are the
same as if you purchase a new or used rig
from a dealer, and today’s low rates are
fixed throughout the entire loan term.

Let us take care of the heavy lifting
— we'll pay off the seller, put the new
registration in your name and handle all
other necessary paperwork so you can
focus on what matters most — enjoying
your time on the road!

Good Sam Finance Center Also Offers:
o Loans for new RVs

* Refinancing of existing RV Loans
 Competitive fixed rates

e Full-Timer loans for new or
used purchase or refinance

Call us at 1-800-444-1476 and mention priority code 447
Or visit us online at GoodSamRVLoans.com/447

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.

**Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and
is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be 2005 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be
2007 model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA Used Wholesale
Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A 10 year fixed-rate $55,000
loan. Based on an APR of 3.97%, this loan has 120 monthly payments of $556.06 each. Information is accurate as of September 17, 2015.

FULL TIMERS: This offer is not available to applicants who use their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer); visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms.

Good Sam Finance Center” provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. ® 2015 Bank of the West. NMLS ID #19T16.

Member FDIC. GRL43767 - 0915

@EQUAL HOUSING LENDER



U [trasteer OptIOﬂ On | 'whing a highline, tandem-axle motor coach in the 40- to 45-foot

range has its privileges. Ultraluxury living is a given, and proven
Fre|g ht“ ner d |ese[ suspension designs and high-output diesel engines result in superior
. road manners. They are truly the kings of the road when it comes
pUSher Im proveS to motorhome travel. But there are inherent maneuverability challenges,
HiE especially when trying to shoehorn one of these beasts onto narrow roads in
the Maneuvera bll-lty an RV park not specifically designed for big coaches. Then, of course, there’s
\ always those tenuous moments when the co-pilot or GPS makes a navigational
Of CoaCheS Wlth error and sharp turns are necessary to get back in the right direction.
tag _axl_e ChaSS|S Turning these coaches “on a dime” is rarely possible, even with modern
chassis wheel cuts in the 60-degree range that help tighten the turning radius.
Freightliner, the leading chassis builder in this segment of the market, has
extensive experience in steering geometry design and boasts surprising ma-
= neuverability with all of its chassis, including those fitted with tandem
h ' ,\: axles. To improve on those achievements, the company recently
L added a new element to chassis design, which reduces the curb-
' to-curb radius of its tag-axle chassis by 17 percent, for a claimed
140 percent improvement in turning characteristics over the
competition — or a 20 percent tighter turning angle. Called the
UltraSteer, the tag axle employs fully integrated componentry

Cutaway drawing of B-Series UltraSteer shows forward-mounted tie rod that enables optimum
turning range. Outboard-mounted shocks and wide-track suspension arms help to improve handling.
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that turns in concert with the steering axle. While dramati-
cally shrinking the turning radius is certainly an eyebrow
lifter, another big benefit of such a system allows the
tag-axle wheels to follow the ideal turning path of the
coach, which significantly reduces tire scrubbing. This
is achieved, in part, by using tie rods that are mounted
in front of the axle, rather than the rear, resulting in a
12-degree turning axle and improved steering accuracy.
Since it’s no secret that these tires are expensive, the
savings realized by reducing premature tread wear/
damage can be substantial.
Helping to improve ride and handling are outboard-
mounted shocks that are designed to be more reactive
to roll input. This relates to better handling in turns
and during quick lane changes in response to traffic
conditions. “
Make no mistake, these are ultra-heavy-duty /,
components reserved for the coaches in the 44,320- to 5
51,000-pound gross vehicle weight rating (6vwr) range.
Freightliner offers two versions of the UltraSteer; one is
built around a straight-beam axle and the other features

an independent suspension. EbUllandfpendefr:t ® . .

. _ _ . _ - ove: Manufacturers of luxury motorhomes have the option

T_he Stra'g_ht beam _aXl?‘ model is called the B-Series, of using independent suspension shown in the cutaway
and it has a wider application for tandem-axle coaches drawing of the I-Series UltraSteer. Independent components
currently on the market. While the B-Series can be fitted Of(l;er enmnced ridiql:;“sty and improveg FohllaNd Silde-t?f-
. . . T side stability over the B-Series version. Both tag axles offer

to more coaches in this category, it doesn’t give up th_e maximum GVWR and turning angle. Below: The system was
ultimate turning specs. It does, though, play second fiddle tested on a 45-foot Newmar London Aire.

to the independent suspension version in ride quality and
stability. But that's expected of any straight-axle configu-
ration when compared to an independent suspension.
Beyond the use of the aforementioned outboard
shocks, the B-Series tag axle has inherent design benefits
that bring handling to a higher standard. For one, the
suspension arms have a wider track, which provides
increased lateral stiffness over similar tag axles that use
a narrower track for the suspension arms. Air springs,
of course, are integrated into the design, and the utiliza-
tion of maintenance-free rubber bushings help increase
suspension life. There's also a Quick-Align feature that
simplifies the wheel-alignment procedure, and the system

Al Large steering stabilizer is used on the UltraSteer B-Series tag axle. B) Air-actuated Auto-Lock straightens and locks the tag wheels at speeds
greater than 20 MpH and when reverse is selected on the transmission shifter. C) Drive and tag axles are mounted on the Freightliner SL chassis.
This particular chassis has a 25,000-pound-rated Meritor drive axle with a Neway ADL suspension (rated at 20,000 pounds) and UltraSteer B-Series
tag-axle system. Both axles are equipped with Bendix air disc brakes.

Photos: Bob Livingston
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RV Roofing Solutions, Circle 120 on Reader Service Card

The Last
LEAK You'll
Ever Have...

The Last
ROOF You'll
Ever Need!

100%

MAINTENANCE FREE
. - —

SR
Wi

Before

YEARS to get this

« No Caulking Roof Vents,
Seams or Skylights
+ No Streaking + No Leaks...EVER!

Beautifully finished seamless roof
o

v’ 10 Year Material & Labor
No Leak Guarantee.

888-841-1010
Wwww.ruroofingsolutions.com
Call for FREE Information Kit

Booking appointments for
Southern States for January.

Franchises available in key
territories. Contact us at
www.RVRoofingFranchise.com
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FREIGHTLINER ULTRASTEER

is available with disc or drum brakes.

Those manufacturers looking to
optimize ride quality and handling
will look to the [-Series model, which
uses an independent-suspension con-
figuration without sacrificing weight
capacity. The UltraSteer I-Series will
likely be reserved for super-high-
end coaches. At presstime, Newmar,
American Coach, Monaco Coach
and Forest River were offering the
UltraSteer on certain models.

Both UltraSteer versions have an
auto-locking feature that activates
when the coach reaches 20 MPH and
when in reverse. Chassis with the
UltraSteer have also been configured
to offer manufacturers packaging
flexibility for maximum storage-
compartment utilization. In this arena,
the B-Series has the edge since the
componentry is less complicated.

Although the factory tour reveals
impressive manufacturing skills,
capitalizing on the expertise and
precision expected of a Mercedes-
Benz-owned company, the road test
was the real eye-opener. We drove
a 45-foot Newmar London Aire
equipped with the B-Series system to
confirm whether the turning tag axle
will perform as expected. Steering
response and maneuverability were
excellent. U-turns in simulated end-
of-road situations were easily taken in
stride and in many cases we had more
steering capability than needed. That
was especially true while making turns
at intersections and into driveways and
parking lots. As a sidebar, the Comfort
Steer feature on the Newmar made
the steering process effortless and to
a point where we were actually more
comfortable tightening up the steering
wheel response.

Where the UltraSteer really shined
was in a parking lot designed for cars.
We maneuvered the coach up and
down the rows of parked cars, making
tight turns into the aisles with no
trepidation. Amazingly, the big coach
cleared the allocated space turning
into the rows designed for parked
cars with no maneuverability issues.
In other words, jockeying back and

D) UltraSteer tag- and drive-axle suspensions
are installed on chassis using Sachs shocks
and air bags. Air disc brakes are used on

this model. E) Wide-track suspension arms,
Sachs shocks and Meritor brake assemblies
are integral parts of the UltraSteer B-Series
steering tag axle. The outboard-mounted
shocks (rather than placed inboard) are more
reactive to roll input, which improves handling
in turns and during sudden lane changes.

F) Wide-track suspension arms used on the
B-Series tag axle increase lateral stiffness,
which contribute to improved handling.

forth in order to negotiate tight turns
was a thing of the past.

At the end of the day, we realized
that we would no longer automati-
cally scoff when a 45-footer with a
tag axle wanders into an RV park with
narrow roads. UltraSteer is definitely
a game changer when it comes to big
motorhome maneuverability.

Of course, not everyone can step up
to a highline coach built on a chassis
using UltraSteer. For those looking
for a luxury motorhome with a single
rear axle, Freightliner offers its V-Ride



Steering tag axle is designed to reduce curb-to-curb turning radius by 17 percent, improve

handling and limit tire scrubbing.

Rear RV Suspension System that has
a first-ever rating of 24,000 pounds.
The purpose of this componentry is to
offer coachbuilders more versatility
in interior design as well as the use of
premium accessories and appliances,
additional storage capacity and to
present a more comfortable ride.

To get there, Freightliner uses
a V-rod connection that's bolted to
the frame rails and terminated at a
bracket mounted in the center of the
drive axle. According to Freightliner

Smooth Turning ®

As long as speeds are slower than 20 MPH
and the coach is traveling forward, the
steering axle will turn up to 12 degrees.
Tires and wheels easily clear the wheel
well during turns.

engineers, this type of connection
dissipates the suspension forces and
reduces stress, leading to improved
durability and chassis longevity.

The system uses a U-shaped
assembly that’s formed by integrat-
ing a transverse beam with a trailing
arm. The result is a component
configuration designed to enhance
stability — think body roll — at all
speeds. Body roll can become more
prevalent as heavy items are stored in
higher cabinets, and from taller body
profiles used by many manufacturers
to increase interior spaciousness and
the capacity of pass-through exterior
storage compartments.

The use of frame-mounted air
springs and high-quality Sachs shock
absorbers smooth out the ride. The
Quick-Align feature allows techni-
cians to make wheel-alignment ad-
justments without the use of shims.

Freightliner’s offerings to improve
handling, comfort and maneuver-
ability for chassis designed to support
diesel pushers gives potential owners
additional resources that make the
driving experience even better. @

Freightliner Custom Chassis
800-385-4357
www.freightlinerchassis.com

LEISURE

TRAVEL VANS

Miles From Ordinary

Whether you choose the
queen-size Murphy bed, the

walk-around island bed or even

~ a double twin bed layout, you

L 3

'e‘an be sure to find a 2016 Unity
layout that fits your lifestyle.

LEISUREVANS.COM

Leisure Travel Vans, Circle 128 on Reader Service Card




QU |CK TlpS INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FROM OUR READERS

Sound ad-Vise

When trying to install the cover on my
motorhome, | had a hard time passing the straps
with the plastic buckles under the coach. My
solution to the problem is to attach small locking
pliers to the buckle and throw the buckle under
the rig. The weight of the pliers makes it easier for
the buckle to travel the width of the coach. | then
repeat the process for each buckle.

Neil Brown | Anaheim, California

Filling the Gap

We have a large pass-through exterior storage compartment in the rear of our motorhome. It is cumbersome, however,
to access the middle of the compartment. We found the most convenient way to utilize this space is with a large plastic
storage bin on wheels. We can easily load the bin — then wheel it into the middle of the compartment; almost anything
small can be used as wheel chocks to prevent it from moving while the coach is in motion. When we need anything
packed into the bin, it's an easy matter to wheel it back out. — Brenda Guetthoff | Elburn, Illinois

Take Command

To help quickly find reward cards while traveling, and to
reduce clutter, | mounted a business card holder in our
motorhome’s cockpit on the dash face using 3M Command
Strips. Now, when we stop for fuel, the reward cards are
easy to locate.

Joe and Darlene Torrez | Santa Maria, California

Label Linking

Replacing the house batteries and/or cables can be a
daunting task. To make the job easier, | grabbed my Brother
P-Touch label maker and did some labeling. Going from left
to right, | affixed a numerical label to the side of each battery.
Then | placed a label on each battery cable, near the end

of each terminal connection. For instance, a cable marked
1- would mean that end of the cable goes to the negative
terminal of battery No. 1, and so on. | leave the labels on all
the time. P-Touch labels are very resilient and stand up well
to grime as well as periodic cleaning.

Craig Post | Upland, California @

Y Have an Idea? quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your DIY ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750
. Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email lettersdmotorhomemagazine.com. Be sure to include any photos,
- illustrations or drawings. If your tip is selected for publication, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN.
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LOUDVILLE

POP. 18,868

CALLER LOCATOR FINDS YOU FAST. ;NTOW@
BECAUSE IN A ROADSIDE EMERGENCY, jGo8-
EVEN BEAUTIFUL PLACES LOSE THEIR CHARM.

LOONEYVILLE, TEXAS
POP. 100

Good Sam members travel far and wide, often to remote and unfamiliar New Members Save $33
places. But now, with Good Sam Roadside Assistance Caller Locator & Pay ONLY

technology, you can take the road less traveled without worry. We S 95
harness the latest in satellite, GPS and cellular technology to 79’ GO 2T

pinpoint your exact location almost immediately when you call us - CALL1-877-273-9182
so we can get you the help you need, fast. No other roadside assistance CLICK GoodSamRoadside.com
provider is as equipped to handle your RV-specific needs, and no other

provider can offer comparable value or benefits. We provide no-limit

—
towing to the nearest service center and FREE coverage for your spouse @ Gow &m
|

and dependent children all for one low price. Don’t head for the middle

of nowhere without the best roadside assistance on the market. ROGdSide ASSiStance

*Introductory rate available for Good Sam Club Members who are firsttime buyers only. You can visit these actual towns as you enjoy benefits and services provided by
Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other
States. Note: All program benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochure, which will be sent to you upon approval of your membership
and is accessible online at goodsamroadside.com/mbbs. GRA42907 - 0815



HANDS-ON | HOT LINE T COACH & POWER TRAIN

By Bob Livingston
hen driving a motorhome it’s
SUSPENSION Walways best to stack the deck in
Cost: §500 your favor. Balancing the load
Time: 1 hour within weight limits, inflating tires properly,
Difficulty: 4/10 maintaining the brakes, etc., all lead to
safer travel. But not all driving hazards can

be predicted. Drops in pavement at the shoulder transition,
a front-tire blowout and unexpected rough roads can lead
to situations that require optimum driver attention. Adding a
Safe-T-Plus Steering Control is the extra insurance drivers
can rely upon to calm nerves while behind the wheel.

The Safe-T-Plus is essentially a gigantic shock that
stabilizes the tie rod by returning the steering to center with
less driver input. Inside the large cylinder are heavy-duty
mechanical coils that improve center-point tracking, which
is set for the individual chassis. High-quality plating on
internal and external components is designed for long-term
use, and the company backs its products for the life of the
vehicle. The hydraulic shock-absorption component of the
Safe-T-Plus is also maintenance-free.

Installation is not complicated, and the steering control is
specific to the chassis. We installed a Model 41-230, which is
the company’s big blue stabilizer, on a 2005 35-foot Winnebago
motorhome built on a Workhorse chassis with a 22,500-pound
GWR. It really doesn’t take a lot of mechanical expertise to
install the steering control, but be prepared to break loose
tight bolts and muscle a torque wrench to 200 FT-LBs.

The first step is to make sure the front wheels are in a
straight-as-possible position. This will simplify the adjustment
process later on. It will take a large breaker bar to remove the
two nuts on the leaf-spring U-bolt that's on the passenger side
and toward the rear of the motorhome. We sprayed the nuts

A Straight Path &=

Safe-T-Plus Steering Control helps drivers keep their cool when experiencing hazardous conditions

§ .=.l:l___'j;':ua.

with WD-40 beforehand to make it easier. The anchor bracket
is then put in place and the bolts torqued to 200 FT-LBs.

Once the location of the tie-rod bracket is determined,
it's installed using two U-bolts and four nuts. At this point
the nuts are tightened so the bracket can still be moved by
hand. The ends of the stabilizer are bolted to their respective
brackets and the nuts torqued to specifications before asking
a helper to turn the steering wheel from full left to full right
positions to verify clearances under the motorhome.

The company provides very concise instructions for
centering and adjusting the stabilizer, which is done during
the first road test. There’s even a video on the company’s
website to help walk users through the process.

The subject motorhome was then loaded for a trip and
driven 200 miles to check out the results of the Safe-T-
Plus installation. We immediately noticed the ability of the
stabilizer to self-center the steering wheel while changing
lanes and turning. Ride quality over the concrete road’s
expansion joints improved, which was expressed through a
more comfortable steering feel.

To test emergency maneuvers, we drove over uneven
pavement between the highway and shoulder and found it
easier to control the motorhome in all instances. Not only
did steering comfort improve, but having the Safe-T-Plus
installed made for a more relaxing drive and the confidence
to know that in extreme, unexpected conditions control
won't be compromised.

The big blue Safe-T-Plus sells for around $500 at Camping
World and other online outlets. Plan on spending about an hour
for installation and some road time for the adjustment. @

Safe-T-Plus, 800-872-7233, www.safe-t-plus.com

[1] The anchor bracket is installed on the leaf-spring U-bolt on the right side, toward the rear of the motorhome. [2] A bracket is installed on
the tie rod, but the U-bolt nuts are not tightened until final positioning has been established. [3, 4] The steering control is bolted into place on its
respective brackets before the tie-rod bracket is tightened. Final adjustment will be made on the road.

Photos: Bob Livingston
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On Second Thought ...

At odds with their service-contract provider over claims,
two readers asked for the assistance of Hot Line. They wrote:

In July 2012, we purchased a 2002 Winnebago Brave Class A from US
“ Adventure RV in Davenport, lowa. The dealer also sold us a 36-month
StarRV Motor Home Service Contract (administered by Interstate National
Dealer Services) as part of the sale. Two years later, on our way home from a
trip, the starter failed at a fuel stop. Good Sam Road Service sent out a mobile
mechanic. When | called Interstate for authorization, | found that its office was
unstaffed on Sundays. The starter was replaced for $388.24 at our expense.

After returning home, | called for authorization and was told that | had to
write to the claims resolution department for reimbursement, which | did.
Several days later, | drove to nearby Lowden State Park to use the pump-out
facility and found that the engine again would not start. Good Sam Road
Service sent a truck to tow the rig to Harden’s Truck Repair in Dixon, Illinois.

Unfortunately, Harden’s was backlogged and unable to diagnose our
problem until July 25, 2014, a week before our contract expiration. When Gary
Harden, owner of the repair facility, called for authorization, he was told to
start diagnosis and then call back when the problem was identified. The park/
neutral safety switch was eroded from electric burning and the ignition switch
had failed from overload and was electrically shorted.

Four days later, Harden called Interstate for repair authorization and was
told that the safety switch was disqualified because “rust” was not covered,
and the contract does not cover ignition switches because only “manually
operated” switches are listed as a group. This left me no choice; | had the
repair made at our expense for $1,521.54.

| called Interstate’s contract resolutions department to ask how to contest
the denial and was told to write to them for review. | then received claim
status memos denying both repairs. The starter was denied because our
contract had expired on July 31, and the ignition switch was denied because
they are not covered under the terms of the contract.

We are asking Hot Line for help in obtaining reimbursement minus our
two $100 deductibles for the repair claims.

James and Carol Brown | Dixon, ILlinois

Hot Line sent the Browns’ letter to
Interstate National Dealer Services
and we received the following
response from the company:

component and does not fall under the
Manually Operated Switches category.
We have sent the Browns a reim-
bursement, less the two deductibles,
in the amount of $279.80 for the re-
placement of the starter, and $286.29
for the ignition switch. These amounts
are based on the parts billed and
reasonable labor amounts.
David Harding, Claims Specialist
Interstate National Dealer Services
Atlanta, Georgia

After reviewing the Browns’ letter
and the details of their claims, we
have determined that the starter
and ignition switch they paid to have
replaced are listed components
under their coverage. However, the
neutral safety switch is not a listed

Loose Screws

A reader asked Hot Line for help with
an aftermarket system installed on his
coach and dinghy. He wrote:

66 | have a 2013 Coachmen Prism and
| tow a 2005 Honda CR-V. In July 2014, |
had a Blue Ox towing package
installed. Two months later, | was on a
trip to the Pacific Northwest when |
found that the motorhome’s brake
light and turn signal on the passenger
side weren't working. | took the coach
to Poulsbo RV in Everett, Washington,
and they found the problem — it was
the blue connecting cable from the
coach to the dinghy. Inside the housing,
the screws were loose and it wasn't
making contact. The shop charged me
$192.89 to fix it. Can Hot Line help me?
John Kowalyk | Chicago, Illinois

Hot Line’s letter of inquiry to Blue Ox
elicited the following reply:

Thank you for your letter concerning
John Kowalyk. | contacted Kowalyk and
addressed his concerns. Blue Ox will
be reimbursing him for his additional
expenses. We appreciate your service
to our mutual customers.

Deanna Wendte, Information Specialist,
Customer Relations

Blue Ox Products | Pender, Nebraska @

Contact Hot Line for Help

Hot Line assists in mediating conflicts
between consumers and RV dealers and
manufacturers, accessories suppliers
and service providers. After exhausting
all other resources, send typed letters
to MotorHome Hot Line, 2750 Park View
Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036 and
enclose copies of appropriate bills and
correspondence, plus a self-addressed,
stamped envelope. Selected letters

will be edited and published unless
otherwise requested.
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IN CASE OF A MEDICAL EMERGENCY,
WE'LL GET YOU, YOUR PET, & YOUR RV

HOME SAFELY.

(" PLANS STARTING AT is 79 99]

S

e

Good Sam TravelAssist Benefits Include:

* Transportation Home After Stabilization e RV/Vehicle Return Service
 Emergency Medical Evacuation * Travel Companion Benefits
» Prescription Replacement Assistance e Pet Return Assistance

CALL OR CLICK TO LEARN MORE

=
GoodSamTravelAssist.com 855-814-5468 @’ GOOd &m .

INTERNATIONAL EMERGENCY MEDICAL & TRAVEL ASSISTANCE TraveIASSiSt IE'

This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Plan Description carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations. Grass2mom



TECH SAVVY

COACH & POWERTRAIN

By Ken Freund

Electnic Shocks

We have a 2010 Winnebago View and | occa-
sionally get electrical shocks when | touch
metal parts (the door frame, hatch frame,
wheel rims, etc.) when the ground is wet.
We haven’t had any electrical modifications made to
the motorhome other than a backup warning beeper
installed (but | cannot remember if the situation arose

after that installation or if it was present before). Do A
you have any idea what could cause this, and how |

can fix it?

Yvan Jerome | Laval, Quebec, Canada

Cargo Compartment
Condensation

| have a 2012 Coachmen

Freelander Class C
motorhome. The storage compart-
ments have a terrible condensation
problem, which makes it impossible
to store anything in them. At first, |
thought that the water was due to
leaking at the compartment doors,
so | had them caulked. After that,
| pulled out my folding chairs only
to find that they were ruined again.
After | pulled out the chairs, | saw
huge water droplets that were on
the upper section (the dining-room
table is above this compartment)
dripping down the rear wall. | took
a picture and sent it to Coachmen
in Indiana. They responded back
that they had spoken with two
owners and another manager and
confirmed that it was condensation.

| had inquired if there was

anything that | could do to minimize
the issue and have not heard back.
Any assistance you can provide
would be greatly appreciated as
the storage units are currently
unusable and | have also been
unable to remove the horrible odor.
Dot Benak | Tobyhanna, Pennsylvania

Most people don "t have this

much trouble with condensation
unless they are in the tropics or some
extreme climate with wide swings in
temperatures and high humidity. Con-
densation occurs inside a coach due
to people’s breath, LP-gas cooking
(which releases moisture], wet clothes
drying and so on. In a storage com-
partment, there are just inanimate
things stored, so why that much con-
densation occurs is a puzzle.

First you need to verify if it is water
leaking in from somewhere, or actually
is just condensation. Take a garden hose
and direct the stream around the outside
of the closed compartment. Then look
inside for signs of leakage. Pressurize
the motorhome’s water system and see
if you are getting any dripping from that.
You can check for tightness of the seals
around the compartment by clamping
a dollar bill in the gap as the door is
closed. Then try pulling it out. Do this
all around. If you don't find any leaks,
consider putting one or more ventilation
grilles in the compartment to allow for
the movement of air. You might consider
using a dehumidifier, like Dri-Z-Air,
which uses special crystals to capture
moisture. The Dri-Z-Air requires no
power to operate.

A backup beeper runs on only 12-volt DC power and
would have nothing to do with electrical shocks. It is
likely caused by an incorrect or faulty ground connection
in the main 120-volt AC circuit. Have an RV electrician
check it out as soon as possible for safety.

Once the source of the moisture
is found and corrected, scrub out the
compartment with hot suds and a bit
of bleach on a sponge. Be sure to wear
rubber gloves and leave the compart-
ment open on a sunny day to fully air
it out.

Generator Capacity

| just read the “Power Trip 101"
m article in the September issue.
It was very informative, but now | am
a little confused. A while back | read
an article about generators that said
that only units producing 10,000 watts
and above will produce 240-volt AC,
two-phase power. If a coach requires
50-amp, two-phase power, how does
an 8,000-watt single-phase generator
provide enough amperage to support
the power requirements?
Lorrin Walsh | Bremerton, Washington

The vast majority of motorhome

appliances and other electrical
devices are designed to run on
120-volt AC power. Only a very few
items such as clothes dryers, which
are not found in most coaches, require
240-volt AC. Therefore it simply
becomes a question of how many
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and a cool breeze while enjoying

114 NeXUuS RV ...

outdoor space. RVers can pull up to ke Phoenix USA Inc. ..
a campsite, flick a switch to open up the power awning and quickly snap on 115 Pleasure Way.......cccccoevvveveernreennns

a fan, Blgetooth speaker or extra _llght“ s_alq Daye Schutz, V|_ce president of 116 Progressive INSUrance ............ 19
Dometic’'s OEM sales and marketing. “"Within minutes of arrival, RVers can
be sitting out under their awning, relaxing with friends and family.” 118 RV AMON, NG 33

The Dometic PowerChannel provides power through the 9100 Power- RV Marketplace...........oocovveveee 76

Channel Awning’s roller tube and provides a place to connect and run 119 RV One Superstores InC............... 54
Dometic’s range of new PowerChannel accessories, such as the Power- 120 RV Roofing Solutions

Channel Bluetooth Speaker, PowerChannel Fan and PowerChannel LED

Spotlight. The accessories attach, cord-free, to the awning roller tube. Just 121 RV World of Nokomis.....

insert an accessory’s power base into the PowerChannel, then twist and 122 RVR0Of.COM.....cceercrrericreiiiane.
click it to stay in place wherever you want it positioned. 117 Riverside Resort & Casing........ 83
The PowerChannel awning also includes LED lighting that runs the 133 SMI Manufacturin 9
length of the awning, and is independently controlled with an on/off switch. G e
The PowerChannel draws 12 volts of DC power and can run multiple and (P2 LT[R — 78
different types of accessories up to 15 amps. 124 Spartan Motors.........ccoeverereenreeneens 2
The Bluetooth spea'ker is compact yet powerful, and ;onnects_to any 125 SPHNtEr SEOME..rrsrssr 77
Bluetooth-enabled device. The fan, which has a safety grille, provides fixed .
or oscillating operation with an adjustable angle. U U L e e
PowerChannel technology can be used indoors as well as outdoors. 134 Truck System Technologies.......... 5
Dometic is also introducing the PowerChannel Rail, an easy-to-install track 129 Vogt RV Center ..o 60
that delivers the same 12-volt DC power for mdoqr use. Just snap ona fan, 130 Wilder COrporation ............... 16
speaker or extra light to cool down, listen to music or read. The rail also i )
131 Winnebago Industries.................. 15

serves as a place to store those appliances when not in use. The Power-
Channel Rail comes in 2- or 4-foot lengths.

While every effort is made to maintain accuracy and completeness,
last-minute changes may occasionally result in omissions or errors.

www.dometic.com/usa
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RV MARKETPLACE

For information on Mail-Order Advertising rates contact Terry Thompson at 206-310-6234

. - s
ireTraker
ire Pressure Monitoring Systems \

TT-500
The Most Innovative
TPMS On The Market
Today With A
“Lifetirme Warranty"

+ Pressure & Temperature Monitoring
+ USB Rechargeable Monitor
* Moniters Up To 22 Tires (0-232psi)
+ 0.5 oz. Sensors - Lightest on Market
+ User Replaceable Sensor Batteries
+ Viisual & Audible Alarms
+ Autoematic Update Feature

4 Sensor Systems

With Lifetime Warranty

$289.00

Additional Sensors ~ 535.00 eq.

IPM Offers
Low Cost Life
insurance for
Good Sam

Members
SAVE 70% ON WHOLE LIFE
INSURANCE PREMIUMS

GCompare this rate:

A male age 65 can buy
with the group $100,000
permanent life policy
for only $150.80 a month

Minimum issue $50,000
Learn more now at
www.ipm1.com/gs
or call now for YOUR guote!

871-972-4889

Looking to
upgrade your
inverter/charger?

Need
Pure Sine Wave?

Ships same day!
Free Shipping

"Giving Power to the People”
Power Inverters, Batteries & Chargers

www.invertersrus.com

M4 Retrofit LED Lights

Easy Retrofit LED Bulbs for
all Motorhomes & Trailers

Save 80% of your Battery Power
S and Reduce Heat!

Elite Series to Econom
Round & wedge base, tube lights,
halogen replacements, festoons,

plate lights, reading lamps, and more.
’ Priority Mail Shipping!

N
":Z’ "
Made Specifically for RVs

Quality Circuits, Realistic Prices
detailed informative website

http://m4led.com
WLl 5% off code: mh5 818.717.8840

If you want a basic, reliable
towed vehicle brake system,
here it is. The

Ready Brake

s Supplemental
Surge Brake 4
# Lifetime Guarantee

* Works with any brand of tow bar
= Call us or buy from any dealer

NO EXTENSIONS
NO LEAKS

EASY TO AIR UP

FOR DUALLY

PICK-UP & MOTORHOMES
REPLACEMENT VALVE STEMS

BRASS

3110‘!.!?"’

! Woave e f S o

duallyvalve.com
800-300-2674

NEVER WAXAGAIN

Easy 2-step process. Wipe
on, let dry. Looks like new,
lasts over 12 months.

Restore and
Erotect. No rub-
ing or buffing.

S E E our video demo on our website!

www.poli roducts.com
800-92

' "E.ED

www.readybrake.com

800-933-3372
RV PROOUCTS INC Since 1996

-5013
ENGINE OIL DRAIN VALVE

Makes your oil change easy and clean!

For

-RVs

-Generators
~ -Water drain

-Trucks

\ ORDER ONLINE

" 844-533-1159
www.OilDrainValve.net

The Finest/Toughest Bikecover
Built To Beat The Weather

* Made of 600D Canvas

e Call for Colors Available

¢ 3 Sizes Available

e Made in the USA
USARoadbaq.com

(208) 660-6351
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servicerepairmanuals.com/store/
index.php. You can also subscribe to
www.alldatadiy.com online, and it is
not too expensive. Some of the best
information comes from Daimler-
Benz's www.sprintertekinfo.com, but
subscriptions are pricy.

AGM Batteries Versus Wet Cells
| am thinking of upgrading from
a gas motorhome to a diesel and
going full time. Are absorbed glass mat
(AGM) batteries worth the differences in
the price in battery life and power?
Mac Vaughn | Houston, Texas

The reason there are both types is

because each has its advantages.
If you live in the coach full time, will
you spend most nights in RV parks
with shorepower, or will you be dry
camping a lot? How long do you plan
to keep your motorhome before you
sell or trade it in? AGM batteries tend
to last longer than wet cells, and they

won't corrode battery connections or
require the addition of distilled water.
However, wet-cell, golf-cart batteries
tend to provide the most bang for

the buck. If you dry camp regularly,

| would recommend that you install
solar panels on the roof to charge and
condition the batteries.

Diesel Additives

In the September issue a reader

asked about using propane as a
performance enhancer for his diesel-
powered coach (“Diesels on Propane”).
Propane was in vogue several years
ago, but has mostly fallen by the
wayside for various reasons. The
current top add-on without going the
high-performance route is to use
water- or water/methanol injection.
This is injected into the air intake
with one or more nozzles controlled
by a digital controller. This serves a
dual purpose in that it does provide
moderate increases in power and

The Nation’s
Premier Supplier
for Sprinter
Suspensions,
Brakes and
Accessories.

Installations,
Maodifications, Repair
and Maintenance

Since 2003

() SPRINTER

503-692-08496
Tualatin, OR

5% Discount at

WWW.SpI'iI'ItEI'StDI'E.EDm
Use discount code: SPRINTER2015

Sprinter Store, Circle 125 on Reader Service Card
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STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION

(Required by 39 U.S.C. 3685)

1. Publication Title: MotorHome Magazine; 2. Publication No.: 0459-0300; 3. Filing Date: 10/01/15; 4. Issue Frequency: Monthly; 5. No. of Issues Published Annually: 12; 6. Annual
Subscription Price: $19.97; 7. Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication: GS Media & Events, 2750 Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA, 93036, Ventura County;
Contact Person: Ann Emerson; Telephone: 805-667-4308. 8. Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Business Office of Publisher: GS Media & Events, 2750 Park View
Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA, 93036; 9. Full Names and Complete Mailing Addresses of Publisher, Editor, and Managing Editor: Publisher, Bob Livingston, GS Media & Events, 2750 Park
View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA, 93036; Editor, Eileen Hubbard, GS Media & Events, 2750 Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA, 93036; 10. Owner: Good Sam Enterprises, 250 Parkway
Dr., Ste. 270, Lincolnshire, IL 60069; 11. Known Bondholders, Mortgagees, and Other Security Holders Owning or Holding 1 Percent or More of Total Amount of Bonds, Mortgages
or Other Securities: None; 12. Tax Status: NA; 13. Publication Name: MotorHome Magazine. 14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: 11/15. 15. Extent and Nature of Circulation:
a. Total No. Copies (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): 173,648; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 122,888; b. Paid and/or
Requested Circulation (1) Paid/Requested Outside-County Mail Subscriptions Stated on Form 3541 (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): 104,553; (No. Copies
of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 103,020; (2) Paid In-County Subscriptions Stated on Form 3541 (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): O;
(No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): O; (3) Sales Through Dealers and Carriers, Street Vendors, Counter Sales, and Other Non-USPS Paid Distribution (Average
No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): 2,894; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 2,505; (4) Other Classes Mailed Through the USPS (Average
No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): O; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): O; c. Total Paid and/or Requested Circulation (Average No. Copies
Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): 107,447; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 105,525; d. Free Distribution by Mail (1) Outside-County as Stated
on Form 3541 (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): 58,699; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 9,831; (2) In-County as Stated
on Form 3541 (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): O; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): O; (3) Other Classes Mailed Through the
USPS (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): 0; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 0; (4) Free Distribution Outside the Mail (Average
No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): 250; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): O; e. Total Free Distribution (Average No. Copies Each Issue
During Preceding 12 Months): 58,949; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 9,831; f. Total Distribution (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12
Months): 166,396; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 115,356; g. Copies Not Distributed (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months):
7,252; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 7,532; h. Total (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): 173,648; (No. Copies of Single
Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 122,888; i. Percent Paid and/or Requested Circulation (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): 64.6%; (No. Copies of
Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 91.5%; 16. Electronic Copy Circulation: a. Paid Electronic Copies (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): 956;
(No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 978; b. Total Paid Print Copies and Paid Electronic Copies (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months):
108,403; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 106,503; c. Total Print Distribution and Paid Electronic Copies (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding
12 Months): 167,352; (No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 116,334; d. Percent Paid (Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months): 64.77%;
(No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date): 91.55%; 17. Publication of Statement of Ownership: Publication required. Will be printed in the 12/15 issue of this
publication. 18. Signature and Title of Editor, Publisher, Business Manager or Owner:

e

BoB LIVINGSTON, PUBLISHER
| certify that all information furnished on this form is true and complete. | understand that anyone who furnishes false or misleading information on this form or who omits material or information requested on the
form may be subject to criminal sanctions (including fines and imprisonment) and/or civil sanctions (including multiple damage and civil penalties).

December 2015 MotorHome 77



5 Star Tuning, Circle 101 on Reader Service Card

GOT A V10?

Does your RV look at a hill & shift?

TUNING

www.5StarTuning.com

843.536.1244

America’s

Most Popular ‘
Inflatable ¢

ADVENTURE TO GO!

Just ‘Kayak - / ) -,*,
$349 ¢ ~= /\ “h ] y
G /( Packs in a1
e abag ﬁ\
W . - oy ' .

ettt s > .
FREE Ground
Shipping to 48
Contiguous US

SE370

Easy to Carry, Easy to Set Up, Easy to Paddle,
Easy to Store, Could You Ask for More?

Our Sea Eagle 370 inflatable kayak provides instant adventure to
go! This large 12’ 4” inflatable kayak packs to the size of a small
duffel bag, inflates in less than 8 minutes and can be used almost
anywhere there is water. Paddle wild rivers, remote ponds, scenic
lakes... even ocean surf! The Sea Eagle 370 weighs just 32 Ibs.,
holds up to 650 Ibs. of people & gear. This great inflatable kayak
features 2 deluxe kayak seats with deluxe valves, 2 skegs for better
tracking, 5 deluxe air valves, drain valve, rigid I-beam floor, spray
skirts & carry handles.

SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE - Our Sea Eagle 370 Pro Kayak Package
includes: SE 370 kayak, 2 8’ 4-Part Aluminum Paddles, 2 Super
Comfortable Deluxe Kayak Seats, Foot Pump, Repair Kit and
Convenient Nylon Shoulder Strap Carry Bag that holds it all.
NOW ONLY $349. with FREE SHIPPING!

Sea Eagle, Circle 123 on Reader Service Card

Ask for Free Catalog / More Info

6 month Trial Guarantee / 3 Year Warranty Against Defects. Join us on ﬁ/SeaEagIeBoats
To Order Visit: SeaEagle.com 77T 77T v
Or Call: 1-800-748-8066 wrssesr eI LAGELCOM

19 N. Columbia St., Suite 1
Port Jefferson, NY 11777
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torque and in the case of a diesel

it also serves to lower exhaust gas
temperatures (EGTs). The primary
suppliers of the system that | am
aware of are Snow Performance and
Banks Power; a Google search may
turn up others, but these are proven
suppliers. Note that this system can be
used on either gas- or diesel-powered
motorhomes. Expect to pay around
$1,000 for the equipment plus instal-
lation if you are not handy around
engines and wiring.

Ron Hill | Via email

Thanks for writing, Ron. | have

written about these systems
in my Performance Corner column
in our sister publication, Trailer
Life. | like the idea of these systems
because they can reduce the thermal
stress in the engine while providing
measurable, low-emission power
increases. | do have some concerns
about using a second fuel (LP-gas]
and the hazards of mixing fuels and
metering them properly and safely.

Air-Horn Tip

We have a fantastic Tiffin Phaeton
motorcoach. Recently we incurred an
air-horn problem and want to share
some information with our fellow
magazine readers.

Before you start to replace parts
such as a solenoid switch, new horns,
etc., check to be sure the diaphragms
are clean. Next check out the inside of
the horn(s) to see if it is clean. Debris
or spider webs can create a blockage
causing the horns to sound like a flute.
George Sparks | Lake View, New York

Thanks for the tips, George. It's always
best to check for the simple stuff

first. I've even seen a dead bird in an
air-horn trumpet before!

Fuel-Saving Devices Comment
This is in reply to the “Fuel-saving
Devices” letter in the September issue.
I've learned the best way to boost fuel
mileage is to have the valves adjusted.

Thisisatune-upto  (continued on page 81)



CLASSIFIEDS

To advertise in the Classifieds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant -- good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

MOTORHOME MOTORCYCLE CARRIER
all aluminum loader, 12 volt system removes
in 90 secs. $2,695 plus cargo deck platform
or carrier. mountainmaster.net 623-451-7121

AUTOS TO TOW
e ' ——1

—

.
G !
= = i i 3 ‘

07 FORD RANGER DINGHY 4cyl 5sp man trans
B0K, Sterling tow bar, rock guard, cmpr shell,
roof rack. Perm Air Brake System $12.5K
510-332-7684, dgeisser@shcglobal.net

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

Free Thousand Trails Campground
Membership in all 80 Locations in 22
States. You Pay Transfer Fee

Phone 972-571-7459

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village
RV Lots $20s, RV Casitas $120s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas
Retama Village - Supersites $50s.

RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT - FROSTPROOF, FLA
e Manufactured Home Lots, RV Port Lots

e New Home/Lot Packages from the $120s
©1-863-635-3685. www.lilylake.com

2009 Allegro Bus, Exc Cond, Model QSP,
40', Spartan, 425hp, 42K miles, $165,000
SN-07335/Vin-65790. Email Jim at
jimjeancarter@bellsouth.net (Dal, TX.)

FLORIDA ESTATE HOME with RV/BOAT Garage
& 3 car gar. Close to I-95 & only 10 min

to Atlantic Ocean, in Vero Bch/Sebastian

Kim Salmon, Realtor $435K 772-643-3451

INVESTMENTS

Earn 7% to 12% Interest

on your savings, IRAs and 401Ks
Call Jim 1-210-413-7230
www.texashomenotes.com

MAIL FORWARDING

Good Sam Mail Service - Complete Mailbox
Mgmt Online! Access your postal mail 24/7

Req a scan for that urgent letter and its

contents. Unique physical address in FL.

No state income tax. Plans as low as $9/mo.
877-388-2753 e www.goodsammailservice.com

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$

NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us first!

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

V

W

\»

RV CENTERS
-Centure Starts Here/-

3 Locations in So. California! 800-961-4464
San Marcos-0ff Hwy 78-Camping World
Accessory Store on Site.

Santee - Off Hwy 67 @ Riverford

Palm Desert - Off I-10 @ Washington St.

Over 300 Motorhomes & Towables!
HOLLANDRVCENTERS.COM

2013 Thor Tuscany 40FX 3slds, King bed,
2bath, W/D, 4 HD TV's, GPS, backup camera.
3600 mi. 2011 GMC Acadia SLT, 57800 mi.
INVISA Brk Sys/Dinghy Roadmaster Tow Sys
Sold as pkg $270K or sep $250K

Call John 864-245-0715

MOTORHOMES WANTED

RVBUYERS

L Rspy |

S .coM =
$ RV BUYERS OF AMERICA $
WE BUY YEAR 2003 & NEWER DIESEL
& GAS ¢ FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP
TOLL FREE 1-888-782-8987
www.rvbuyersusa.com
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE

SELL

Fast Cash For
2002-2015 Gas Or

Diesel Motor Homes
Free pickup with no hassles

1-800-607-9754
SELLRVNOW.com
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FAST GASH FOR 2002-2015 GAS OR DIESEL MOTOR HOMES
Free Pickup With No Hassles

888-783-4009 MotorHomeFinders.com

WE BUY LATE MODEL MOTORHOMES
- INSTANT CASH
- NATIONWIDE PICKUP

CALL JOE:
831-458-6166

Ay L)

RV CENTERS
Ux S v A

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model matorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign

vogtrv.com - (817) 831-4222

WANTED USED DIESELS
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS
NATIONWIDE PICKUP

(602) 421-3870

1 BUY MOTORHOMES

CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.

I'll come to you... ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 321-332-8410

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or

diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.

Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

NATIONWIDE RV BUYER

Searching for Pre-Owned RVs

Call 303.717.0880 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com
www.rvbuyerswest.com

WE BUY MOTORHOMES

2000 & NEWER - Best Prices for Best Coaches
CASH Payment & NATIONWIDE Pick Up
Contact Bill Fishfader @ 1-509-993-0321.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV 7.

BUY OR SELL RVS ONLINE! RVT.com (R)
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.
70,000+ RVs for Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings.
www.RVT.com or 1-877-705-0025

RV REGISTRY

WWW.rvregistry.com

Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners

No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers  800-546-8457

RV FINANCING

THE ORIGINAL RV FINANCING ONLINE 1998
LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM

CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

LIST YOUR RV FOR SALE, BUYERS WAITING
e e o\ww.RVclearinghouse.come e @

WE WILL FINANCE YOUR RV BUYER

RVs of all types. Diesel, Gas, Trailers, bers, Toads
www.RVFINANCING.COM

MONTANA FINANCING/INSURANCE
www.RVLLC.COM
www.RVFINANCING.COM
www.TOYHAULERFINANCING.COM

RV RESORT LOT RENTALS

o
ANNDIO

RV SPACES FOR RENT

LARGE RV SPACES 55+, Bellflower, CA
PATIO, POOL, CLUBHOUSE, BILLIARDS, WIFI
Website: rosewoodland.com/mhp
Rosewoodrvpark@gmail.com 562-867-3227

RV WARRANTIES

www.RVWARRANTY.COM

RV EXTENDED SERVICE CONTRACTS
Get your FREE quote here
www.RVWARRANTY.COM

Register your vehicle in Montana.
Avoid sales tax and
high licensing fees.
Call to speak to a licensed MT
attorney about forming a LLC.
Heggen Law Office, P.C.
www.HeggenLawOffice.com
(888)777-5032

Jared S. Heggen

Serving clients since
~1997 ~

NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass

All makes and models, National warranty

$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC

Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com

TAX FREE RV -- YOUR TAX SAVINGS EXPERTS
The best RV tax package in Montana. Save
Thousands! Call now to speak to a specialist.
888-441-5741--www.taxfreerv.com

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes.
All makes and models. No hassles.

For instant cash call Keith Roy

(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

1 BUY MOTORHOMES

CALL MICHELLE...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.

I'll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 210-844-1144

THE ULTIMATE MOTOR COACH RESORT*

OUTDOOR RESORT INDIO is a beautiful Class A
Resort located near sunny Palm Springs, CA.
This active luxury adult resort features

free golf, tennis, pickle ball, fitness ctr &

much more. The Ultimate Motor Coach
Experience in the Palm Springs area.
www.orindio.com 1-800-892-2992

PAY NO SALES TAX

Get the Facts, not the Hype

Speak to an Attorney, not a Salesman

Three Montana Attorneys on Staff

Bennett Law Office, P.C., Missoula, MT
www.bennettlawofficepc.com 866-543-5803

MotorHome....
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#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000s save
over the past 18 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

Guided RV Tours & Rallies

Lower 48 AlaskaeCanada®Mexicoe Overseas
Free RV Vacation Catalog & 1st Timer 5% Discount
844-712-1077 or www.adventurecaravans.com

RV CARAVANS AND RALLIES
Experience the joy of organized RV Tours
to destinations across the USA, Canada,
Alaska & Overseas. Maximize your Travel.
800-952-8496 www.fantasyrvtours.com

CLASSIFIED RATES

Display Classified Advertising Rate
17ad B/W ..o $395
27 ad B/W .o $675
Add $75 for color.
Frequency discounts apply.
Boldface Type
Please note first line is boldface at no
charge. Add $5/line for additional bold type.
Optional Red Type
For your ad to appear in red type, add $50
for Commercial ad, add $25 for Private Party
Photos
For ad with picture, add $65 (B/W or color
print acceptable; high-resolution digital
image preferred).
Limit one photo per ad.
How To Place An Ad
Submit ad copy by mail, email or fax.
Please include your name, address and
phone number. Mail: Send with payment
(check; money order; VISA, MC, Discover
or American Express number, signature
and expiration date) to:

MotorHome Classifieds

Attention: Katey Purgatorio

3431S. 257th Street

Kent, WA 98032
Questions: Phone 847-229-6756
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com
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(continued from page 78)

a diesel engine. The fuel mileage on
my 2002 Winnebago Journey DL with

a 330-horsepower Caterpillar went up
approximately 1 MPG on average. | also
had an aftermarket air filter with better
airflow installed. | have talked to other
owners with Caterpillar or Cummins
engines who had the valves adjusted,
and they all experienced better fuel
mileage and increased overall per-
formance. | had the valve adjustment
done at a Caterpillar shop and they also
hooked up a mainframe computer and
looked at everything and gave me a
copy of the readout.

James Gregg | Florence, Oregon

Many people who have only owned cars
and motorhomes with gasoline engines
tend to overlook valve adjustments
when they get a diesel coach because
most gas engines have hydraulic lifters,
which don’t need adjustment. Diesel

readout. | am not complaining! It has a
Cummins ISB 340-horsepower turbo-
diesel and an Allison 2500MH trans-
mission, and who knows what else.
Randy Harwick | Birmingham, Alabama

| have been unable to find any
additional information on the drivetrain
of your coach. However, hybrid drives
must have some kind of propulsion
combination such as an electric motor

with storage batteries and a gasoline

or diesel engine. Hopefully the cost,

weight and size of such systems will

come down, enabling them to be more
economically feasible for motorhomes.

Slideout Seals

What's the best way to clean and
lube slideout seals, and what lubri-
cant would you recommend?

Tim Rodkey | Clearfield, Pennsylvania

€6 AGM batteries tend to last longer than wet cells, and they
won't corrode battery connections or require the addition of
distilled water. However, wet-cell, golf-cart batteries tend to
provide the most bang for the buck. 99

engines do indeed respond better and
last longer if the valves are properly
adjusted. A 1-MPG gain may not seem
like much, but it's about a 10 percent
improvement for many large diesel
coaches. However, if they are already
adjusted correctly, you won't see any
gains. Careful driving techniques and
limiting cruising speeds can produce
mileage gains with any coach.

Hybrid Motorhomes Comment
Your September answer to “Hybrid
Motorhomes™ mentioned Winnebago
and another manufacturer as having
had concept models with a diesel
hybrid system. | have one of the
other manufacturer’'s motorhomes,

a Coachmen Pathfinder 405S that |
purchased used. No one can tell me
what is hybrid, but there is no electric
motor, such as Winnebago tried. With
just under 14,000 miles, the overall
MPG is 11.1 according to the digital

The type of cleaner needed de-
pends on what type of dirt is get-

ting on the slide seals. If it's just dust, a

universal cleaning product would be suf-

ficient, but if it's tree sap, for example,
you'll need to get a stronger cleaner to

remove the pitch. I'd start with Simple
Green or another mild spray-on product.
For slideout-seal lubrication, avoid any
petroleum-based product. Protect All,
Camco, 303 Aerospace and a number of
other companies offer slideout care kits

and sprays, which are available at Camp-

ing World and other sources. @

Contact our experts:

Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750

Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard,

CA 93036 [please include your name,
city and state). Selected letters will be
answered in the magazine, but time does
not permit individual replies.
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THE ROAD AHEAD

« . Dodging the Doldrums
"’0

By Alan Rider

Suffering from the privations of winter?
Find the color and warmth you seek at
the National Quilt Museum

Or more to the point, let's just say that | hate winter. | know this time of

N ow begins the season of my motorhoming discontent.

year makes some folks think fond thoughts of the upcoming holidays but,
for me, December’s short, gray days and long, cold nights are nothing less than
the icy hand that wrings both the color and warmth from the world outside.

The good news is that I've found a
place in America’s heartland where
these two attributes | consider so
vital to my overall well-being come
together in a dramatic and unexpected
form. Located in an unassuming
brick building not far from the banks
of the mighty Ohio River in Paducah,
Kentucky, they call it the National Quilt
Museum (270-442-8856, http://quilt
museum.org).

Inside is the very antithesis of
winter. In a roundabout way, you might
say the entire building is literally all
about the battle between the drab and
the dazzling.

You see, the walls of this
27,000-square-foot space are covered
in quilts the likes of which | can
virtually guarantee you've never seen
before — a veritable kaleidoscope of
bedcovers that surpass the definition
of craft to become true works of art.

Which speaks to the real mission
of the National Quilt Museum: Since
it opened its doors in 1991, it's been
presenting and promoting an art form
you may have thought died out with
your grandmother’s generation.

Its three galleries showcase the

Awe-inspiring Textiles ®

From right: My son and | were stopped in our tracks by “The
Hobbit,” by Sue McCarty. Caryl Bryer Fallert’s “Birds of a
Different Color” demonstrates an entirely different style.

most talented fabric artists currently
out there who have patiently pieced
together masterpieces that can take
up to 10 years to create. We're talking
comforters far too breathtaking to even
consider hiding them away in a dimly
lit bedroom.

As for the breadth and depth of the
museum’s collections, there are more
than 500 items with no more than 60
on rotating display at any one time.
Add its two flanking galleries dedicated
to traveling exhibits and you have as
many as 180 explosions of brilliant
hues awaiting you inside.

To put the experience of visiting in
perspective, | took my son — who was
a fidgety 14-year-old at the time — and
| was expecting a constant barrage
of eye-rolling and complaining. The

morning couldn’t have turned out more
differently, however.

The moment we stepped inside the
main gallery we were both stopped in
our tracks by a huge and incredibly
detailed tapestry-Llike storytelling quilt
called “The Hobbit,” by Sue McCarty. It
was more or less the same story as we
went around the main room, where we
were floored by the brilliant “Birds of a
Different Color,” by Caryl Bryer Fallert.

Just as with traditional artists,
these quilting superstars develop
their own styles and techniques that
make their work as distinctive as the
difference between a Picasso and a
Rembrandt. In much the same way as
with a painting, you think the beauty
is in the big picture until you get close
enough to notice the fascinating
details, right down to intricacies of the
actual stitching.

In the end, we spent half the day
in the museum, and likely would have
been there longer if it weren't for our
hunger pangs. For an adult and a child
cursed with attention spans too short
to even successfully thread a needle,
this, my friends, was saying something.

As impressed as | am with the
National Quilt Museum itself, however,
my ultimate takeaway from this
experience was a good bit broader:
That the cure for the winter doldrums
is out there, just waiting for us all
along The Road Ahead. @

“¢ Inside is the very antithesis of winter ... the entire
building is literally all about the battle between the
drab and the dazzling.
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Everything you need is within reach.

RIVERSIDE RESORT RV PARK
LAUGHLIN, NEVADA

We'e pleased to offer you the following special
Motor Home Magazine Weekly Rate.*

A GREAT

Coscr YS9 WEEKLY RATE

To Make Your Riverside RV Park Reservations

CALL 1.800.227.3849

*Excludes holidays and special event periods. Subject to availability. Two complimentar

Riverside Resort & Casino, Circle 117 on Reader Service Card



$ 159,900

POPULAR OPTIONS
RV Garage | Observation Deck | Garage

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM CASITAS, HUNDREDS OF AMENITIES!

55 + Community | State of the Art Fitness Center | Pickleball
Massage Therapy | Hiking Club | Lighted Tennis Courts
Golfing Club/Putting Green | Shuffleboard Courts | Swimming Pool

888.603.3415 LESS THAN 70
relvbacaomeom.  BUILDABLE SITES REMAIN

Offer good for a limited time only. Subject to change.

6601 E. US Hwy 60 » Gold Canyon, AZ = 85118 www.SuperstitionViewsHomes.com

Cal-Am Properties, Circle 104 on Reader Service Card



Unequaled.

To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com, or call 1-888-3NEWELL.

Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card






