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These motorhome-specifi c accessories and gear 
add to the enjoyment of the RV lifestyle. Pg. 76

Calgary, the gateway to the Canadian Rockies, draws visitors in search of 
mountain scenery and high-altitude adventure (see page 25).

air circulating and helps to regulate the 
motor home’s interior temperature

The Winnebago Adventurer tours through Los Olivos wine country in Santa Barbara County, California (see test on 
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couple weeks before we shipped this issue to the printer, I 
received a call from good friends who are full-timers and drive 
a lot of miles each year. Good thing their names popped up on 
the screen because their conversation was virtually unintel-

ligible. Even though cell service was fractured, their excitement was 
clear as I pieced together their words. They just set up in the Colter Bay 
Village RV Park in Grand Teton National Park — and they were stoked.

What’s not to get excited about? 
America’s national parks are the envi-
ronmental crown jewels in the country 
and my friends were visiting the Grand 
Teton and Yellowstone national parks 
for the fi rst time. It’s easy to be over-
whelmed by the sheer beauty of these 
two parks, part of a protective system 
that will be celebrating its 100th anni-
versary next year (see page 43).

Yellowstone, teeming with wildlife 
and natural wonders, was our 
fi rst national park in a system that 
eventually would give visitors access 
to 59 of the most beautiful places on 
the planet. The fi rst time my wife, 
Lynne, and I visited Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton was during a cross-coun-
try road test in a Class A coach, when 
we were basically newlyweds.

Every time we go back to these 
parks, we think about our experiences 
during that fi rst trip. A favorite was 
casting a fl y line for the fi rst time. No 

one accused me of being very graceful, 
and we have a cherished picture of 
the fl y line wrapped around my body. 
There was no risk of any fi sh being 
lured to my fl y that day. Since then, 
I’ve mastered the art of casting a fl y 
line, and aside from playing music 
while on the road, I consider fi shing 
a primary hobby, although my work 
schedule tends to put a damper on the 
number of outings. There are myriad 
activities that can keep you busy while 
traveling in a motorhome, and once 
again author Mary Zalmanek offers 
additional suggestions based on expe-
riences of fellow RVers (see page 38).

In my mind, every trip is an 
adventure, even when revisiting 
destinations. Most of the time these 
adventures bring good memories, 

but there are those that have less-
than-happy endings — often giving 
us fodder for future stories and lots 
of laughter in retrospect. I think it’s 
fair to say that the majority of us have 
done something stupid, at least one 
time during our tenure as motorhome 
owners. I’ve been in a number of em-
barrassing situations that can qualify 
for an RV Oops Award (see page 59), 
mostly when taking a motorhome to 
places not suitable for larger vehicles.

Fortunately, we’re able to poke 
fun at ourselves, so if you made the 
list of this year’s recipients of the RV 
Oops Awards, thank you for being a 
good sport. For the rest of you out 
there, have a good laugh and be 
careful; we’re always looking for new 
material.

Lucky for us, motorhome travel 
provides opportunities to discover 
great places, like our national parks, 
while delivering a means to pursue 
passionate activities. Likely, the 
summer will turn out to be a banner 
year for motorhome travel; September 
is a good time to cross things off our 
bucket lists. 

ON RAMP

Contributors | September

Kristopher Bunker, the former 
editor of Trailer Life magazine, 
is an avid camper and has been 
RVing for more than a decade. He 
is currently a freelance writer and 
stay-at-home dad.

Christine Goodier is a freelance 
writer and editor who lives on the 
North Carolina coast and travels 
with her husband, photographer 
Bob Goodier, in a Class B Sprinter 
motorhome.

Donna Ikenberry is a full-time 
freelance writer, photographer 
and book author. She lives in South 
Fork, Colorado, with her husband, 
Mike Vining. They spend half of the 
year traveling in their RV.

Larry McDonald is a Canadian 
writer who sold his “sticks-and-
bricks” home several years ago 
and now travels full-time with his 
wife, dog and cat. He enjoys writing 
about their adventures on the road.

Rhonda Ostertag is a freelance 
writer of guidebooks and articles. 
She travels and collaborates with 
her husband, photographer George 
Ostertag. The couple live in Oregon 
when not on the road.

E. Don Smith is a Tennessee-based 
freelance writer and photographer 
who has been a frequent contribu-
tor to MotorHome magazine since 
2006. He is the proud owner of a 
Tiffi n Phaeton coach.

“ America’s national parks are the environ-
mental crown jewels in the country … ”

A Century of Beauty
By Bob Livingston
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Jack Pads

Level On It
Jack On It
Park On It

To order or for more info:
www.hosspad.com
1-888-509-0668

• Made in USA of
 recycled rubber tires
• Won’t crack, rot, chip, 
 mildew or break
• Conforms to the ground
• Withstands temperature 
 extremes (-20 to 160F)
• 5 sizes to meet the needs
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That’s the question we asked in our June issue, 
and here are some of the replies we received.

P.O. BOX

That’s the question we asked in our June issue, 

Featured Letter

FROM OUR READERS

Have you used a tow dolly to transport 
a vehicle behind your motorhome and, 
if so, what was your experience?

We regularly use a U-Haul dolly to tow a rental car behind 
our Class A motorhome that is stationed in Florida. 
With a U-Haul tow dolly, you put the car on an additional 
platform that swivels, which reduces the turning radius. 
We found that installation of the tow dolly behind the 
motorhome and the car on the dolly is a straightfor-
ward, easy, 15-minute job. You only need some place in 
the campground where you can do this without blocking 
traffi c. Having good ground clearance on the car helps.

I’ve never driven a car or a coach with a trailer 
before, and driving the motorhome with the tow dolly and 
car behind proved to be an easy job. As with a dinghy in 
tow, you can’t move backward. And since the tow dolly 
only has electrical brakes, it only partially compen-

sates for the weight of the vehicle when braking hard. 
Therefore, my recommendation is that a tow dolly is a 
good solution when towing a not-too-heavy front-wheel-
drive vehicle behind a motorhome in areas that are not 
too mountainous.
Rolf P. Maisch | Boppelsen, Switzerland

All Four, or Nothing at All
I towed with a dolly for several years 
because I owned vehicles that were not 
fl at-towable. Now that I have a vehicle 
that is towable four wheels down, I 
sold the dolly and hopefully will never 
use a tow dolly again.

Dollies require a lot of work to load 
and tie down the car. And some camp-
grounds make you store the dolly away 
from your campsite because of length 
issues. Being very mindful of mainte-
nance, I was always worried about the 
small wheel bearings failing, and you 
cannot buy (at least three years ago) a 
high-quality trailer tire. Tow dollies are 
very noisy and you cannot back up with 

them at all.
My vote is for four wheels down or 

nothing at all.
Jim Kohorn | Hernando, Florida

MINI Dolly
After we bought a Damon Avanti 3106 
Class A in 2011, I began looking for a 
tow dolly to transport our MINI Cooper. 
With the size of the MINI, I wanted a 
dolly that was small and could fi t up 
under the Avanti when disconnected. 
I found Acme Tow Dolly Co. here in 
North Carolina, which advertises its 
tow dolly as “the original ultralight” at 
only 350 pounds. One thing that makes 
this unit compact is that it utilizes a 

removable ramp. Loading the MINI 
takes about 20 minutes and it needs to 
be centered on the dolly, so enlist the 
help of a guide. The dolly comes with 
tie-down straps; these are positioned 
on the front wheels. The two clip 
connectors on the back are clipped to 
their respective tie-down points on the 
dolly. The strap on the front feeds into 
a winch spool and is then tightened 
with a wrench. A steel safety chain is 
provided for securing around an axle.

There are a few critical points to 
remember before pulling away. Put 
the transmission in neutral, take the 
emergency brake off and turn the 
ignition switch to the fi rst setting so 

I Drive, U-Haul
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Think ahead. Get gen-ready.

Whether it’s keeping cool or staying warm and dry, the reason you want an RV is to enjoy 

all the comforts of home on the road. So if singing in the rain is not your idea of a vacation, 

equip your RV with a reliable on-board generator before you hit the road. It doesn’t matter 

if you’re buying a new RV or retrofitting your current model—it pays to think ahead!  

Go to http://powertomotorhomes.com and see how affordable convenience can be.

Performance you can rely on.TM

© 2015 Cummins Power Generation Inc. All rights reserved. Cummins Onan and Cummins are registered trademarks of Cummins Inc. “Performance you can rely on.” is a trademark of Cummins Power Generation Inc. 

Because the whole idea was 
NOT to rough it.
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and are very pleased with it. Brakes, 
either electric or surge, are advised to 
meet regulations and to ensure safety 
should hard braking be necessary. We 
opted for surge brakes and have not 
experienced a sense of the dolly/car 
overtaking the motorhome when we 
need to stop quickly. 

Our dolly is easy to move around by 
hand with the car removed. We have 
found driving the car onto the dolly to 
be easiest with two people — one to 
drive and the other to spot — although 
one person could accomplish the task 
with practice. Attaching our car to the 
dolly is straightforward, although there 
is a need to retighten the tie-down 
straps after towing the dolly/car a 
short distance. Once the straps are 
properly tightened, further tightening 
is rarely required. 

This dolly has a coupler that folds 
when not in use, which allows us to 
park it at the end of our carport with 
plenty of room to spare for one of our 
vehicles. We also very much like the 

“tracking” feature of the Kar Kaddy 
wheels, in essence turning the dolly/
car into a four-wheeled trailer that 
follows through even the shortest of 
turns. As for weight considerations, 
there is a need to factor in the dolly 
and car in the load that you are 
carrying/towing.
Doug Crookshanks
Brandon, Manitoba, Canada

Weight Up!
We towed a Chevrolet HHR on an 
American Car Dolly with onboard 
brakes for three years. It towed very 
well and always stopped straight. Then 
we switched to four-wheels-down 
towing for the ease of hookup and to 
get rid of the extra weight of the dolly. 
Be sure to figure the weight of the dolly 
into your total weight calculations.
Ken Howard | Via email

Plastic Front-End Damage
I towed a Toyota Prius only one time on 
a Master Tow dolly. The repair on the 

P.O. BOX

the steering wheel is not locked (you 
need to have a way to disconnect the 
battery or on a long trip it will go dead). 
Also, after a few miles, pull over and 
check the straps again; they will likely 
have loosened, so tighten the winch 
spool again. I make it a habit to check 
the strap tightness at each stop. 
Reid and Karen Gantt
Fayetteville, North Carolina

Another Acme
We have towed our MINI Cooper on an 
Acme EZE-TOW dolly with hydraulic 
brakes approximately 12,000 miles 
without any problem. Loading and 
unloading takes a little longer than 
with a tow bar, but it’s not a big issue. 
Moving the dolly is a one-person job 
most of the time. We tow with a 35-foot 
gas Class A and haven’t noticed any 
increased fuel consumption. 
Jerry and Pat Mabee | Via email

Kool Kaddy
We use a Demco Kar Kaddy SS dolly 
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Prius’ front end was just over $1,000. If 
you tow a Prius, find a way to increase 
the clearance between the ramp and 
front end of the car, otherwise there 
is a good chance the tow dolly will 
seriously damage the Prius’ plastic 
front end. 
Keith Mobley | Via email

Roadmaster
We have used a tow dolly for several 
years to tow our Toyota Prius and 
two Ford Fusion Hybrids behind a 
Class C and now a rear-engine diesel. 
After a lot of research, we purchased 
a Roadmaster Tow Dolly through 
Camping World (they assembled it for 
us). We deemed that electric brakes 
are a necessity, and Camping World 
installed an appropriate electric-
brake controller at the bottom of 
the dashboard. Both coaches were 
prewired for electric brakes from 
under the dash to the trailer electrical 
connector. In addition, the more 
expensive models with “steerable” 

wheels are not necessary, as the 
tow dolly tracks right behind the 
motorhome with no problem due to the 
swiveling deck that is standard on all 
models.

Some tow dollies are equipped with 
surge brakes, which use the towed 
vehicle’s momentum to “push forward” 
and activate the brakes. Camping 
World did not recommend this type of 
brakes because some towed vehicles 
may not be heavy enough to effectively 
activate the brakes.

Note: The Roadmaster instruc-
tion manual does not specify this, but 
it is important to secure the towed 
vehicle’s steering wheel to prevent 
it from moving and to help prevent 
possible fishtailing or erratic following 
during a turn (you want just the tow 
dolly deck to swivel, facilitating smooth 
trailing through a turn). Some vehicles 
no longer have locking steering, so just 
loop the driver’s seat belt through the 
steering wheel and lock it. Push the 
driver’s seat back to tighten.

We use a set of wireless magnetic 
towing lights for the roof or trunk of 
the towed vehicle — they work very 
well and require no modifications to 
the car. 

We are happy with our tow dolly 
experience. Although the tie-down 
straps require a few extra minutes 
of work, we never have to stop to 
“exercise” the car engine and trans-
mission, and we do not need to modify 
any vehicle to tow it.
Jim and Jo Willard | El Paso, Texas

MINI Solution
My wife and I purchased our first 
RV in 2005. We already had a 2004 
MINI Cooper S (which I loved) and we 
decided it would be a great toad. Un-
fortunately, the MINI dealer and factory 
rep said any towing of the vehicle 
should be on a trailer.

We bought a new, locally manu-
factured dolly and I towed it 30 miles 
home on a road with a little snow and 
a lot of salt. The frame of the dolly 
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Premium
Vinyl Fabrics

Products to make your RV more Carefree!

Carefree’s Premium Vinyl Fabrics come in your choice  
of three colors. They feature double-stitched Gore® Tenera® 
thread, are made of heavier vinyl, are double hemmed and feature 
an antimicrobial agent to � ght mold & mildew. Complete with a
10 year warranty. All of Carefree’s vinyl patio awning fabrics are 
available inmatching window and companion awnings.

Indigo
Chocolate

Charcoal

EZ ZipBlocker

EZ ZipBlocker  
comes in two pieces: a 6’ body 
panel and a 1’, 2’ or 3’ slot 
insert, allowing for a 7’, 8’ or 9’ 

drop. The insert slides into the awning roller and rolls up with the 
awning. When you set up again, simply zip the body panel back 
into the insert.

u  Slides into the empty slot of 
your awning.

u  The top portion stays in your 
awning to make it easy to reach!

u  Fits most brands of awnings.
u  Includes spikes, tie-downs, & 

convenient zippered storage bag.
u  Specifically designed for 12 Volt 

power awnings.

TM

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

CA041614
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100% PROPORTIONAL BRAKING
100% HASSLE FREE

UNMATCHED RELIABILITY
UNMATCHED EASE

BIG BRAKING POWER
1/4 THE SIZE

DISCOVER MORE !  CALL 800.893.3763 OR VISIT WWW.SMIBRAKE.COM

My friends have sent their sytems in for repairs countless times. 
Others have to make adjustments. Not me, plug in the air line and 
go. It has not changed at all. The salesman told me there is never 
anything to adjust but you hear that all the time. This one is true!! 

Thanks for a great system."

"My Air Force One is over two years old now. 
It still works as it did the day I bought it. 

SMI’s patented actuator is the smallest in the 
industry. There are no bulky, cumbersome devices 
to mount to your floorwell. There is one screw, and 
one anchor. It’s exactly what you expect from the #1 
supplemental braking system manufacturer.

™Towing Somewhere?
Be Safe • Be Legal • Be Confident

#1 In Towed-Vehicle Braking

- Craig H., Fort Meyers, FL

P.O. BOX

started to rust from salt chips almost 
immediately.

On our first trip driving south on 
Interstate 65, we hit a minor bump 
and the tire hit the taillight housing, 
which sent it flying down the road. 
Later on the trip, I noticed that the 
dolly tires were wearing on the inside 
edge. We stopped at a dealer to have 
the camber adjusted and learned there 
was no adjustment. Apparently, our 

2,700-pound MINI was too heavy! I had 
to replace one tire and had another 
“flipped” before we got home.

After that trip, I went back to the 
dolly manufacturer and he gave me a 
new dolly with some updated design 
and a powder-coated frame. On the next 
trip, the tires started wearing on the 
inside edge, again. Someone suggested 
the axle was undersized for its use.

Then, we ran into another camper 

who had flat-towed his manual-trans-
mission MINI with a Blue Ox tow bar 
for 20,000 miles — with no problems! 
As soon as we got home, we contacted 
our local Blue Ox dealer and ordered 
a baseplate. We sold the dolly and 
have been happily towing the MINI with 
four wheels down ever since — with 
absolutely no problems. We just put 
the vehicle in neutral and go. No more 
dollies for us.
Jim Morgan | Syracuse, Indiana

Say No to Debris
Yes, I tow my dinghy with a tow dolly 
and I do so for two fundamental con-
siderations. First, as an auto geek, 
I shudder at the thought of pulling 
my car behind my motorhome in the 
slipstream of undercarriage wind 
filled with road debris of unimaginable 
things. You can use skirts or mud flaps 
to minimize flying objects to some 
degree, but not all things. Second, 
when towing four-down, each time the 
motorhome turns right or left (oh, the 
dreaded U-turn on a narrow roadway) 
I fear the worst would happen to the 
steering mechanism of the towed car 
because the front wheels of the towed 
car do not caster as easily as one 
might think. If I am right on that second 
concern, unusual tire wear would also 
increase on the front tires of the towed 
car requiring new tires, front-end 
alignments and periodic maintenance 
earlier than experienced under normal 
driving conditions.

Now that you know why I opted to 
use a tow dolly, here is my experience 
with it. The tow dolly raises the front 
end of my car higher than the bumper 
of my motorhome so it is not directly 
impacted by road debris kicked up 
by the undercarriage and it therefore 
remains cleaner and with noticeably 
less scars than the amount left by 
slipstream road debris. I am 68 years 
young and have no trouble with ma-
neuvering the tow dolly once it is 
released from the hitch. In addition, I 
have no problem driving the car onto 
the tow dolly since it finds its own 
settling point once up and on.

After driving it on, the car needs 
to be securely strapped into place by 
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Premium
Vinyl Fabrics

Products to make your RV more Carefree!

Carefree’s Premium Vinyl Fabrics come in your choice  
of three colors. They feature double-stitched Gore® Tenera® 
thread, are made of heavier vinyl, are double hemmed and feature 
an antimicrobial agent to � ght mold & mildew. Complete with a
10 year warranty. All of Carefree’s vinyl patio awning fabrics are 
available inmatching window and companion awnings.

Indigo
Chocolate

Charcoal

EZ ZipBlocker

EZ ZipBlocker  
comes in two pieces: a 6’ body 
panel and a 1’, 2’ or 3’ slot 
insert, allowing for a 7’, 8’ or 9’ 

drop. The insert slides into the awning roller and rolls up with the 
awning. When you set up again, simply zip the body panel back 
into the insert.

u  Slides into the empty slot of 
your awning.

u  The top portion stays in your 
awning to make it easy to reach!

u  Fits most brands of awnings.
u  Includes spikes, tie-downs, & 

convenient zippered storage bag.
u  Specifically designed for 12 Volt 

power awnings.

TM

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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using a webbing material placed over 
the front wheels to secure it to the 
dolly. Additionally, a second require-
ment for safety is employed to secure 
the car with safety chains, which 
is a procedure familiar to anyone 
accustomed to towing an ordinary 
trailer. Completing the second step 
requires a bit of bending and stretching 
to wrap the chains around the front 
axles found on each side of the car. It’s 
not a pain-in-the-chops chore, but it 
is one that some people argue is too 
much trouble.

When towing with a tow dolly, the 
weight of it should be figured into the 
equation because the gross combined 
vehicle weight, receivers and hitches 
are rated by considering all that could 
be attached to it, thus each component 
needs to be measured. My heavy-duty 
tow dolly weighs about 550 pounds so I 
add that to the weight of the car, 2,839 
pounds, to arrive at a combined weight 
of 3,389 pounds.
Rick Alston | Via email

Economical Approach
Towing a car on a dolly is the least 
expensive approach. I have done it for 
11 years with only a couple of dolly-tire 
blowouts to complain about. I bought 
a Master Tow Dolly with surge brakes, 
which I highly recommend. Surge 
brakes are common on boat trailers 
and do not require controllers or a 
connection to the motorhome. The 
weight of the dolly is significant at 
nearly 500 pounds. Without the car, 
pushing the dolly by hand on asphalt 
or packed gravel is fairly easy, but not 
so on tall grass or rutted dirt roads. 
The process of driving the car onto 
the ramp and attaching the straps is 
easy, unless it is raining and the ramp 
gets slippery. I wouldn’t hesitate to 
recommend this tow dolly to anyone 
towing multiple cars or one that isn’t 
four-down-friendly. 
Greg Mason | Via email

Step Up to It
We regularly tow a Toyota Prius on 

a Tow Master Dolly. We found ours 
sitting at an RV dealer, which was part 
of a trade-in. Apparently this happens 
quite often. Check your local dealers. 
Ours was only a year old when we 
purchased it. It originally retailed for 
$1,700, but we grabbed it for $400. 
Some dollies have brakes and some 
don’t. Ours has electric brakes (which 
most come equipped with) that work 
perfectly. With those you’ll need a 
brake controller on your motorhome. 
The dolly is definitely light enough to 
take off the coach and move easily. Our 
Tow Master has handles, which makes 
it simple to grab and roll.

It’s a piece of cake (after a couple 
of practice tries) to drive our Prius up 
on to the dolly and attach it, but our 
first challenge was how low to the 
ground the car sits. We got around this 
problem by using 2-by-6 boards as 
ramps. We use a long one in front of 
each tire, with another shorter one on 
top of it, closer to the dolly. This makes 
a graduated step and lifts the front 
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FUEL 
MANAGEMENT

ALERTS & 
REMINDERS

MAINTENANCE 
SCHEDULES

Organize all of your 
maintenance schedules 
and records online.

FREE 30 day trial.*  
No credit card needed.
*Only $39.99 per year after trial period.

Knowing what to do and 
when to do it, will keep 
your RV in top condition – 
keeping your family safe and 
protecting your investment. 
Don’t let unexpected 
maintenance issues put a 
wrench in your plans.

Critical Reasons 

to track
RV maintenance

GET YOUR FREE EBOOK 
“3 Critical Reasons to Track RV Maintenance.”
MaintainMyRV.com/MH

MaintainMyRV.com

P.O. BOX

end. It pops right up on the dolly with 
this method.

My last piece of advice is to have 
tow lights installed inside the rear of 
the car. Magnetic tow lights, no matter 
how good the quality, will scratch the 
car. And the wiring is cumbersome. 
See you on the road!
Bruce Marshall | Agua Dulce, California

Pump It Up
When my wife and I retired in 1996, 
we bought a 34-foot Tiffin Allegro 
Bay. Our plan was to travel until we 
found a place to settle. At the time, we 
had a 1996 Cadillac DeVille that we 
wanted to tow. I bought a tow dolly and 
proceeded to tow the Cadillac, though 
I hated every minute of the process. 
Hooking the dolly to the motorhome 
and putting the car on the dolly was a 
lot of trouble. It got to the point where 
I hated to even think about going 
anywhere!

After a few months of this, I 
decided to flat-tow the Cadillac. I 
checked around and found a Remco 
transmission pump and an M&G Engi-
neering brake control.

The transmission lube pump is 
a standard item that pumps fluid 
through the transmission when the 
car is being towed. For the braking 
system, a cylinder is installed between 
the firewall and the brake cylinder 
and is connected to the motorhome’s 
air-brake system. When you press the 
brakes on the coach, the brake cylinder 
of the towed vehicle is activated, just as 
if you had pressed the brake pedal.

I towed the Cadillac for five years 
and more than 23,000 miles and never 
had a problem with either one of the 
two systems. I highly recommend this 
system for towing.
Floyd Winfield | Via email

Dolly Drama
We used a tow dolly with electric 
brakes for our Toyota vehicle for 
several years. Since its main use was 
to get to one location in the winter and 
park for several months, it worked OK. 
The deal breaker came when I had to 
load the vehicle on the dolly shortly 
after a snowstorm. I had to break the 
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                866-794-8357                  

Send your comments to:
MotorHome, 2750 Park View Court, 
Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email 
letters@motorhomemagazine.com 

Do you wash your motor-
home yourself? Or, do you 
enlist the services of an RV 
detailer or take it to a truck-
wash station? What works 
best for you, and why? 

Question of the Month

ice and snow off the dolly and then 
crawl under it in the slop on the street 
to attach the safety chains. Never 
again!

We bought a towable vehicle with 
a tow bar and are much happier. Now 
there is no storage problem, and, if 
need be, the vehicle can be attached 
and/or disconnected in a few minutes.
David Brechwald | Via email

Greased Lightning
I have been using a dolly to tow a 
fi rst-generation Toyota Prius for nine 
years and 80,000 miles. I have an early 
Demco dolly with surge brakes and 
have only experienced one problem — 
the kingpin bearing seized and the dolly 
would not track properly. So remember 
to have the bearings greased yearly if 
you travel a lot. The only diffi culty in 
hooking up is the need to get down on 
the ground to attach the safety chains. 
I upgraded the dolly with steel fenders, 
LED lights and a drop-down third wheel 
for easier moving.
Mike and Karen Wraight | Ashland, Oregon

Darkness Falls
Alan Rider’s “In the Dark” column 
in the June issue raises important 
issues about dark sky, but fails to 
mention dark-sky communities. One 
such community is Borrego Springs, 
California, where it is the intent of the 
entire population to create a dark-sky 
environment. We spend February 
and March in Borrego Springs, and 
treasure the opportunity to witness 
these skies even as we sit in the 
campground or on BLM land.
Ken Harrison | Alameda, California

Wax On, Wax Off
I just received and read my June issue, 
including the article “Dry Cleaning” 
about Wash Wax All’s products. I have 
been a fan of Wash Wax All since 2006 
and have used virtually nothing but 
its products on my coach and cars. 
My only comment as a follow-up to 
the article is, if you use Wash Wax 
All (Blue) once or twice a year on 
your roof, you won’t need the other 
products. I frequently have people stop 
and ask me what I use on my coach. 
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That includes professional detail 
companies. I tell them, “Wash Wax All 
and that is all.” By the way, I am not 
affi liated with the company in any way. 
I am just a very happy customer.
Tim Doan | West Chester, Ohio

Enjoying ‘The Great Outdoors’
Frank and Mary Hill wrote that they are 
looking for a place in Florida suitable 
for full-timers with an RV site with 
cover, utilities, etc. My wife and I have 
lived at The Great Outdoors RV and 
Golf Resort in Titusville, Florida, for 
the past 10 years. We love it here and 
consider ourselves very fortunate.

This place has it all: security, full 
services, pools, gym, activities, on-site 
RV repair, a restaurant, community 
church, post offi ce, etc. There are lots 
of RV site choices — open, covered, 
executive suites, homes available for 
rent or purchase — and all with full 
hookups. Maintenance dues are very 
reasonable, and the place is well-
maintained.

We are west of the Cape Canaveral 
launch sites and we have great views 
of launches. 
Dennis Chouinard | Titusville, Florida 

Truck Washes
I have a Monaco Cayman Class A 
motorhome. I was wondering if anyone 
uses truck washes to clean their RV. Is 
it safe, and is there a particular brand 
they recommend? Having had two 
surgeries on my shoulder prevents me 
from doing it myself anymore. Thanks 
for the suggestions.
Frank Smith | Wheaton, Illinois 

 
                866-794-8357                  
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For family. For fun. Forever Fleetwood.

           Fleetwood RV is an ALLIED RECREATION GROUP® COMPANY

See more Bounder features and locate a dealer  
at FleetwoodRV.com/Bounder.

FleetwoodRV.com/Bounder

Hide-A-Loft™ P2K™    
w/500 lb capacity

Increased Rotocast-
molded pass-through 
storage bays

IllumaPlex™ 
Electronic Control 
System

Ergonomical dash design  
w/integrated camera and 
monitors

Fleetwood 21ST-century 
engineering, manufacturing 
and materials

The New 2016

Breaking boundaries... again.
The new 2016 Bounder is at it again with an exciting, updated design, increased storage and the latest 
innovations to make the next adventure even better. It’s no wonder that Bounder is one of America’s 
favorite motorhomes on the road today.

FleetwoodRV.com/Bounder

1616

FleetwoodRV.com/BounderFleetwoodRV.com/BounderFleetwoodRV.com/BounderFleetwoodRV.com/Bounder

Fleetwood RV, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card
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ESCAPES

The Edinburg Scenic Wetlands, one of nine units of 
the World Birding Center, is situated in the Texas 
Rio Grande Valley and provides an excellent habitat 

for birds and birders. The 40-acre tract consists of a 
lake and ponds with trails throughout the surrounding 
woodlands, where birders can anticipate seeing many 
species. Watching waterfowl and shorebirds is convenient 
from platforms overlooking the water. As many as 13 

species of ducks winter in these wetlands. The park hosts 
bird and dragonfl y tours, and wildfl ower walks at various 
times of the season. An interpretive center, surrounded by 
more than 3 acres of hummingbird and butterfl y habitat, 
has excellent displays, and the full-length windows allow 
for easy viewing of wildlife.

For more information, call 956-381-9922 or visit online 
at www.edinburgwbc.org.

Riparian Refuge for Birds
Edinburg Scenic Wetlands and World Birding Center is a wetlands oasis in an urban Texas setting

By James Richardson
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Doggy Dish 
The Torus water bowl for pets 
is ergonomically designed to 
prevent spills and provides fresh, 
carbon-fi ltered water. pg. 18
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ROAD FOODIE
ESCAPES

Eating Historic Boston

Boston, the capital of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
and one of America’s most historic cities, makes a fascinat-
ing — and tasty — stop on any autumn RV journey to see New 

England’s fall colors. 
Founded Sept. 7, 1630, Boston is one of the oldest cities in the 

United States. Important events in the American Revolution took 
place here — the Boston Massacre, the Boston Tea Party and the 
Battle of Bunker Hill. That means plenty of wonderful historic sites to 
visit like Boston National Historical Park, Faneuil Hall (a marketplace 
and a meeting hall since 1742), and Old South Church, fi rst organized 
in 1669 and attended by Samuel Adams and Benjamin Franklin. 

For RVers who love literature, Boston boasts famous 19th-century 
writers like Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, Margaret Fuller and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. The 
former site of the Old Corner Bookstore, where these writers met and 
where “The Atlantic Monthly” was fi rst published, is a must-stop.

Foodies can taste Boston’s rich past at several historic properties, 
including the Union Oyster House, open since 1826, the oldest con-
tinually operating restaurant and oyster bar in the United States. The 
restaurant’s stone building dates back to pre-Revolutionary days. 
Downstairs at the oyster bar, statesman Daniel Webster downed 
dozens of raw oysters at a sitting. Upstairs in the clubby dining room, 
President John F. Kennedy dined regularly and a plaque marks his 
favorite booth. 

Seafood is the standout here. In addition to fresh Blue Point 
oysters, the restaurant’s hearty New England clam chowder (called 
Boston clam chowder) is a thick, creamy stew of chunky potatoes and 
plenty of chewy clams. The cheesy lobster ravioli with light sherry-
lobster sauce and sweet chunks of Maine lobster is delightful. 

By Bobbie Hasselbring

Regional 
Delights

Oysters, served baked 
or raw on the half shell, 

are famous at Union 
Oyster House. You can 

order Boston cream 
pie, the offi cial dessert 

of Massachusetts, at 
Omni Parker House.

The author poses at one of the cells at the Liberty Hotel, a 
former jail, and home to Scampo Italian restaurant. 

Ph
ot

os
: A

nn
e 

W
ea

ve
r

Another historic eatery is Omni Parker House, 
where Parker House rolls were invented in the 
1870s. Literary giants Emerson, Longfellow and 
Hawthorne all met regularly in the dining room. 
President Ulysses S. Grant stayed here and, at 
table 40 in the restaurant, Bostonian John F. 
Kennedy proposed to Jacqueline Bouvier.

The famous Parker House rolls are buttery, soft, 
and slightly sweet with a crispy shell. The seafood 
benedict features fl aky, fl avorful crabcakes on 
slightly smoky grilled sourdough bread topped with 
eggs and light, lemony hollandaise sauce.

Scampo restaurant is a modern take on a 
historic property. Located on the fi rst fl oor of the 
Liberty Hotel, this Italian restaurant was created 
by popular Boston chef Lydia Shire. The name 
Scampo, which means escape in Italian, is a play 
on the fact that the building was formerly the old 
Charles Street Jail (1851). In fact, iron bars still 
secure the windows and, in the hotel, prison cells 
are grim reminders of the past. 

Chef Shire’s wood-fi red fi g-and-mushroom 
pizza is sweet and earthy. Her lobster pizza 
features ricotta salata, lobster cream sauce, big 
pieces of lobster and delicate shreds of fresh 
basil. Heavenly!

What is your favorite restaurant in Boston? 
Email Bobbie at bobbie@realfoodtraveler.com

Omni Parker House, 60 School St., 617-227-8600, www.omnihotels.com/hotels/
boston-parker-house

Scampo,  215 Charles St., 617-536-2100, www.scampoboston.com

Union Oyster House, 41 Union St., 617-227-2750, www.unionoysterhouse.com

ROAD FOODIE
RECOMMENDS
The Best of Boston
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The 2015 Sprinter 

One name is causing a sensation in recreation.

© 2015 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC

1 Fuel savings estimate of up to 18% according to FTP75 testing of engine OM651 
(4-Cylinder) versus OM642 (V6). Individual mileage will vary, based on factors 
including vehicle load, driving style, road conditions and fuel quality. 2 Driver is 
responsible for monitoring fluid levels and tire pressure between service visits. 
See Maintenance Booklet for details.
Options shown. Not all options available in the U.S.

The  Sprinter’s latest innovations offer RV owners an unrivaled foundation for every 
adventure. A standard -stage turbo diesel engine delivers up to % greater fuel efficiency, a 
-speed automatic transmission shifts smoothly, class-leading available safety features help 
protect you and your passengers, and a remarkably comfortable interior allows you to enjoy 
the scenery even more. Plus, legendary reliability and extended regular service intervals of 
up to , miles keep you on the road, not in the shop. To learn more about the Sprinter’s 
impressive capabilities, visit mbsprinterusa.com.

2-stage turbocharged diesel engine 
and 7G-TRONIC 7-speed transmission 
deliver ample power and impressive 
fuel efficiency.

Advanced 
powertrain

1P_MB_RV_Motorhome_7.875x10.75_2015_x1a.indd   1 2/13/15   3:31 PM
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WHEELS & GEAR
ESCAPES

by Chris Hemer

Treat Fuel Like a Star
Now that warm weather is here, you’re 
probably making good use of your 
motorhome, AC generator and other 
gasoline-powered equipment. Star 
Tron Enzyme Fuel Treatment‘s unique 
formula is the ideal way to improve the 
performance of all gas-powered engines, 
according to the company. Its proprietary 
blend of enzymes make Star Tron a mul-
tifunctional fuel treatment that keeps the 
fuel fresh, but also allows oxygen to attach 
to hydrocarbon fuel molecules, resulting in 
a more complete burn of the fuel charge. 
The result, says Star Tron, is maximum 
power, crisper throttle response and improved fuel economy, plus 
reduced carbon deposits and lower emissions. An 8-ounce bottle treats 
128 gallons of fuel. Retail cost: $8.50 for an 8-ounce bottle. 
Star Tron (Star brite), 800-327-8583, www.starbrite.com/en/startron

Turn 
Moldaway

power, crisper throttle response and improved fuel economy, plus 

Many RVers turn to bleach-based products 
when trying to eradicate mold and mildew. 
But, these have a tendency to discolor 
fabrics and break down their integrity. 
Also, fi berglass, clear-coat and gelcoat 
surfaces easily lose their protective 
coatings to these harsh cleaners. A safe al-
ternative is Shurhold Industries’ Moldaway. 
As its name would imply, Moldaway 
attacks mold, but also mildew and algae 
wherever you fi nd it, without damaging 
the surface to be cleaned, according to the 
company. Moldaway also removes stains 
from plastic, vinyl, carpet, fabrics and 
canvas, and because it contains no bleach 
or chlorine products, it’s safe for use on all 
colors as well. A 12-ounce jar costs $12.98. 
Shurhold, 800-962-6241, 
www.shurhold.com/rv

Smart Water Bowl
Many RVers like to take their furry friends with them on 
the road, but keeping pets properly hydrated in an RV, 
especially during travel, can pose a challenge. Conven-
tional water bowls slosh and spill easily, and do nothing to 
fi lter water that may have come from an unknown source. 
The TORUS water bowl by New Zealand-based Heyrex 
uses its walls as a water reservoir to ensure an ample 
water supply, keeping the water free of dust and other 
contaminants. The reservoir automatically replenishes the 
bowl to a low-slosh level, and even fi lters it with a replace-
able active carbon fi lter. Two sizes are offered: two liters 
($59.95) and one liter ($54.95). TORUS is PBA-free, comes 
with a 12-month warranty and does not require a power 
source. Available from a number of online retailers. 
Heyrex, www.heyrex.com/en/torus

More from Thor
Thor Motor Coach’s 2016 motorhomes are now in dealer-
ships across the United States and Canada. The small 
and maneuverable Class C 22B is available in the Four 
Winds and Chateau brands, providing a spacious living 
area with a large booth dinette and a kitchen with ample 
counterspace and storage. Four Winds and Chateau Super 
C motorhomes (shown) get a cab upgrade this year with 
new luxury cloth captain’s chairs, adjustable pedals and a 
fold-down center console. Inside, a host of interior décor 
upgrades are offered, and there’s a larger 40-inch TV in 
the living areas of most fl oorplans, with 32-inchers in the 
bedroom. And, the 35S bunk-bed fl oorplan is now standard 
with an exterior kitchen for extended family fun. If you like 
to take it with you, the popular Outlaw Class C 29H has 
been updated with modern design elements like a stain-
less-steel bathroom sink, decorative kitchen backsplash 
and stainless-steel storage cabinet in the rear garage. 
Thor Motor Coach, 800-860-5658, www.thormotorcoach.com
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HWH® Sweepeze® Features:
•  Sweepeze® automatically sweeps water and debris from the roof of the slide-out when retracted.
•  Eliminates the need for a slide-out flange at the top of the room.
•  Eliminates the need for expensive slide-out awnings.

Combine the HWH Sweepeze with the HWH Slide-Out Mechanism for 
a flush sidewall and a beautifully clean, sleek automotive look – there is 
nothing to hide on the inside or outside!

This 2015 Renegade IKON also features: HWH® BIAXIS® Touch Panel Controlled 
Hydraulic Leveling, HWH® SpaceMaker® Universal Straight-Out Slide-Out, and a 
HWH® SpaceMaker® Single-Cylinder “Guided” Slide-Out (bed slide). 
For more information on this coach go to www.RenegadeRV.com

800-321-3494
HWH.com

Made in the USA

Renegade Chooses HWH® Products for the 2015 IKON Motorcoach

the Look of the

Future
the Look of the

Future

Notice the attractive radius corners and flangeless
design of the HWH Slide-Out Mechanism.

HWH® Sweepeze®

Notice the attractive radius corners and flangeless
design of the HWH Slide-Out Mechanism.

HWH.0001.Renegade Ad FN_HWH.0001B  11/20/14  2:25 PM  Page 1
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Pleasure-Way Industries announced that 
the 2016 model year will commemorate the 
company’s 30th anniversary.

“Being one of the few remaining family-
owned and operated RV manufacturers, 30 
years in the business is a milestone we are all very proud of,” stated CEO Dean 
Rumpel in a press release. “With 2016 coaches starting to ship to dealers within 
the next few weeks, we have incorporated some new and impressive standard 
and optional features into our product line to mark our 30th anniversary.”

The Saskatoon, Saskatchewan-based builder has launched an Eco-Ion coach 
battery system, which is a new standard feature in all 2016 motorhomes. The 
new lithium ion (LiFePO4) battery system provides 200 amp hours of power, 
which enhances energy storage and extends boondocking capabilities. Other 
new standard features include a Winegard Rayzar fully automatic digital HDTV 
antenna, MCD roller shades, a Girard on-demand water heater, an Atwood Next 
Generation furnace and a Progressive Dynamics lithium battery charger.

NOTEWORTHY
ESCAPES

NEWS BRIEFS

Fleetwood RV has rolled out its 2016 
Bounder. Highlights include an IllumaPlex 
Electronic Control System, a legless awning with LED lights and an 
optional overhead power Hide-A-Loft P2K. Other features on the new 
Bounder include an ergonomic dash with integrated camera and A/V 
monitors, co-pilot workstation and drawer, carpet-free doghouse with 
integrated cup holders, 100-gallon freshwater tank and larger pass-
through storage bays.

“The Bounder has an incredible history as one of America’s favorite 
motorhomes,” said Matt Buckman, Fleetwood’s director of Class A 
gasoline coaches. “We recently introduced the all-new 2016 Bounder to 
celebrate the model’s 30th anniversary. To commemorate this historic 
milestone, the Bounder includes many design changes and new features 
that enhance the vehicle’s appearance, comfort and value.”

Fleetwood RV Releases 
2016 Bounder

NADAguides Adds RV Pricing
NADAguides.com has launched 
RV pricing, specs and tools to its 
mobile site. According to a press 
release, the addition of this infor-
mation to the existing NADAguides 
mobile site gives consumers 
access to suggested list price, 
lowest retail price, average retail 
price and pricing with options from 
their smartphones for 1966-2016 
model year motorhomes.

Travel & Savings Guide Issues 
List of Top Family RV Parks
The Good Sam RV Travel & 
Savings Guide has chosen its “Top 
Family RV Parks” as part of its 
“12 Months of RVing” promotion. 
These RV parks feature amenities, 
entertainment and educational 
programs for family members of 
all ages. Whether showing G-rated 
movies or conducting nature 
programs, the parks cultivate an 
atmosphere that’s welcoming to 
families. To view the list of 
Top Family RV Parks, go to 
www.goodsamcamping
.com/explore/articledetails
.aspx?articleid=3097351.

Tiffi n Recall
Tiffi n Motorhomes is recalling 
certain model year 2015 Allegro 
Red 36 QSA, Allegro Red 38 QBA, 
Phaeton 40 QBH and Phaeton 40 
QKH coaches manufactured April 
22, 2014, to May 8, 2015. In the 
affected vehicles, moisture may 
enter the slideout controller and 
cause the “switch out” connection 
to short, causing the slideout to 
extend while the coach is moving. 
Dealers will install a relay to 
disconnect the power source of 
the slideout, free of charge. 

RV SHOWS  |  SEPTEMBER
Sept. 16-20, Hershey, Pennsylvania | America’s Largest RV Show - Hershey, www.largestrvshow.com

Sept. 17-20, Portland, Oregon | Fall RV & Van Show, www.otshows.com

Sept. 17-20, Timonium, Maryland | Fall Maryland RV Show, www.mdrv.com

Sept. 25-27, Prior Lake, Minnesota | The Great American RV Show - Mystic Lake, www.gsevents.com

Sept. 25-27, Atlanta, Georgia | Atlanta Camping & RV Show, www.atlantarvshow.com

Sept. 25-27, Suffern, New York | Northeast RV Show’s Fall RV Marketplace, www.showoffi ce.com

Pleasure-Way Marks 
30th Anniversary

Pleasure-Way’s Eco-Ion battery 
system is standard on 2016 models.
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The best stops
 are off the grid.

To learn more, go to www.norcold.com

Freedom, unplugged.

Norcold Refrigerators. 
Uniquely Designed for the RV Experience.

  Built to handle the demands and rigors of the road.

  Automatically switches to propane if electricity 
is unavailable or required for other appliances.

  Conveniently serviced at RV dealerships nationwide. 

A3170_Norcold_Freedom Ad_MH_9-14.indd   1 6/6/14   1:47 PM

Thetford Corporation, Circle 145 on Reader Service Card
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Townsend, TennesseeKansas City, Missouri

Waterbury, Vermont

In Kansas City, Missouri, the 
National World War I Museum 
and Memorial, located under 
the Liberty Memorial deck in the 
shadow of a 217-foot tower built 
in 1926, honors the memory and 
sacrifi ces of those who fought in 
Europe between 1914-1918. The 
museum is home to one of the 
largest Great War collections, 
cataloging more than 75,000 items. 

The museum’s Horizon Theater 
presents a fi lm on the decisions 
leading to America entering the 
war. Galleries explore American 
war efforts on the home front and 
in the muddy trenches of Europe’s 
battlefi elds. The war’s history is 
presented in music, poetry, prose 
and historic voices. Military and 
civilian objects link to stories of 
soldiers entering the battles. A 
reproduced crater visually shows 
the remains of a building destroyed 
by artillery fi re. Exhibits follow 
land, air and sea combat, and the 
rapid advance of technology. To 
round things off, the eye-opening 
Epilogue Gallery refl ects on the 
meaning of war and peace. 
For more information, call 816-
888-8100 or go to www.theworld
war.org — Arline Chandler

A Closer Look 
at the Great War

CROSSROADS
ESCAPES
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Dip into some cool fun at the Ben & Jerry’s 
ice cream factory tour in Waterbury, Vermont. 
During the 30-minute guided tour you’ll 
learn how two guys from Long Island started 
their highly successful premium ice cream 
company after completing a correspondence 
course on ice cream making from Penn-
sylvania State University. Their fi rst shop 
opened in 1978 in a renovated gas station; the 
company has since gone international.

Watch ice cream being manufactured 
(there is no production on weekends and 
holidays), and enjoy a sample of a special 
fl avor made especially for the day (alas, broccoli and cheese was not 
available as promised during our tour). Then check out the Ben & Jerry’s 
motorhome, tour the Flavor Graveyard and make a fi nal stop at the Scoop 
Shop for a cone or sundae.

Admission is $4 for adults, $3 for seniors, and RV parking is available. 
Nearby Little River State 

Park, also in Waterbury, 
has 71 campsites.

For more information, 
call 802-846-1500 or 
visit www.benjerry.com 
— Morey Edelman 

We All Scream for Ice Cream!

Mike Clemmer’s Wood-N-Strings dulcimer shop in Townsend, Tennessee, 
is crammed with all manner of stringed musical instruments, particularly 
dulcimers. He makes these uniquely American instruments by hand from 
local wood. Several of the instruments can be tried out, and if Mike or his 
wife, Connie, has the time, they’ll even play a few tunes. From May through 
September, enjoy his free Pickin’ Porch concert every Saturday. For more in-
formation, call 865-448-6647 or go to www.clemmerdulcimer.com.

Two miles east, there’s more mountain culture at the Great Smoky 
Mountains Heritage Center. Visitors can tour the museum, but the real 
fun is exploring the 11 historic buildings. I was entranced by the authentic 
moonshine still and an actual Setoff house — houses built in logging areas 
“set off” from the train, but very close to the actual tracks. Only a mile away is 
Big Meadow Family Campground with pull-through sites and full hookups. 
For more information, call 865-448-0044 or go to www.gsmheritagecenter
.org — Neala McCarten

Mountain Culture 
in Tennessee
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PART SHERPA.
PART BASE CAMP.

ALL YOURS.

©2014 Winnebago Industries, Inc.

It drives like a car, camps like a dream 

and hauls like a mule. It’s like having 

your own bed and breakfast on wheels — 

with private bath to boot!

Combine all the comforts of home with 

terrifi c hauling, storage and towing 

capacity, add outstanding fuel effi ciency 

and — voila! — you’ve got the perfect 

getaway vehicle. See the new Travato™ 

from Winnebago Touring Coach at 

your nearest dealer, or learn more at 

WinnebagoTouring.com.

PL_travatoFINAL.indd   1 11/7/14   1:10 PM

Winnebago Industries, Circle 150 on Reader Service Card
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Progressive is America’s #1 specialty RV insurance provider.
From motor homes to camper vans and travel trailers, we’ve got you covered.

1.800.PROGRESSIVE / PROGRESSIVE.COM

Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates. Insurance prices and products are different when purchased directly from Progressive or through independent agents/brokers.  
No. 1 in specialty RV insurance from 2013 Millward Brown national survey data.

FLO DOESN’T PERSONALLY
COVER YOUR RV, BUT WE DO.

Progressive Insurance, Circle 131 on Reader Service Card
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CALGARY, ALBERTA

GETAWAY

Calgary’s Charms

By Donna Ikenberry

This Canadian metropolis offers visitors high 
adventure and small-town character 

Calgary offers plenty of big-city amenities. For 
instance, during the time we were camped at the 
Calgary West Campground (open April 15-Oct. 
15), on the west side of the city, we noticed large 
circuslike tents near WinSport Canada Olympic 
Park. We purchased tickets for Odysseo by Cavalia 
for the next evening and we counted down the 
hours to one of the best shows ever. Along with 
the rest of the audience, we thrilled to beautiful, 
extremely talented horses along with their very 
athletic riders. Although the show is no longer 
performing in Calgary, the city plays host to many 
such special events, festivals and performing arts. 

My husband, Mike, and I always visit zoos 
during our travels, so one of the fi rst things we 
did upon arriving in the city was visit the Calgary 
Zoo. During our day-long visit we walked through 
exhibits ranging from the magnifi cent Canadian 
Wilds — where we saw native animals like grizzly 
bears — to Destination Africa, where we saw 
hippos, giraffes and gorillas. We even trekked to 
Antarctica in the Penguin Plunge exhibit, where we 
were nose to beak with four species of penguins. 
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  Getting Here 
Calgary is located in the province of Alberta, in western Canada. The Queen Elizabeth 
II Highway runs north and south, stretching from the Montana border north to 
Edmonton, Alberta, and beyond. From the U.S., Calgary is about a three-hour drive 
from the Coutts-Sweetgrass, Montana, border crossing. Travelers already in Canada 
can take the Trans-Canada Highway, which runs from the west coast to the east. 

Canada’s Calgary may be a bustling city of more than a million 
residents, but its wide array of biking and walking paths, its 
numerous green areas, and the opportunities it affords to 

camp on the edge of town are all befi tting a much more intimate, 
smaller town.  

Located in the southern part of the Alberta province, in the 
foothills of the Canadian Rockies, where the confl uence of the Bow 
and Elbow rivers meet, Calgary is the largest city in the province. 
Vast prairies stretch to the east, while Banff National Park is only an 
hour’s drive to the west.  

We found Calgary West Campground to be a good location with 
320 campsites. You should be aware, however, that some of the sites 
are very close together. If you want more space, you’ll need to ask.

The antique midway at Heritage Park is fun for all ages, with 
old-fashioned carnival rides, a carousel and Ferris wheel. 

September 2015  MotorHome  25
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We spent a long time watching king, 
gentoo and rockhopper penguins swim 
and waddle, and endangered warm-
weather Humboldt penguins bray and 
mate. At the bird aviary, visitors oohed 
and ahhed over the great gray owls. 
Although we had never seen great gray 
owls in the wild, a few days later — as 
we were traveling the Alaska Highway 
toward Alaska — we found a great 
gray owl perched in a tree along the 
roadside. I spent about an hour photo-
graphing it, and it was one of the best 
moments of our five-month journey to 
Canada and Alaska. 

You can drive to the zoo, or you 
take the 408 bus (Calgary West 
Campground has a free shuttle to the 
bus station) to the light rail train that 
leads to the zoo and drops visitors off 
at the north entrance. If you’d rather 
drive, there is paid parking with space 
for RVs at the same entrance. Upon 
arrival, you will come to the Antarctica 
exhibit, where volunteers wear heavy 
coats because like Antarctica, it is cold 
inside.  

Heritage Park Historical Village 
— Canada’s largest living-history 
museum — is a definite must-see. 
The park, which has been open for 
more than 50 years, is situated on 127 
acres and has more than 180 exhibits 
reflecting the lives and challenges of 
those who settled western Canada. 
We enjoyed moseying around the park, 

GETAWAY
CALGARY, CANADA

An antique steam train takes visitors around 
Heritage Park’s 1900s Living Historical Village.

which has been designated a Canadian 
Signature Experience by Destination 
Canada.  

During our visit we met friendly 
re-enactors dressed in period attire. 
A Royal Canadian Mountie rounded up 
some bad guys, while a man tended 
to his saloon and a young school-
teacher waited for her students to 
arrive. Mike and I rode an authentic 
steam train (the train around Heritage 
Park travels 2,773 miles annually), 
giggled on the Ferris wheel and rode 

“ Heritage Park Historical Village — Canada’s largest 
living-history museum — is a definite must-see. ”

Calgary’s Heritage Park Historical Village connects visitors to the past by preserving and  
re-creating the story of the settlement of western Canada, beginning in the 1860s.
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a ride called the caterpillar for the 
first time. In addition to talking to the 
local folks and learning more about 
life a long time ago, there are special 
events that happen throughout the 
day. For instance, visitors can help 
Blackfoot interpreters set up a teepee 
in the traditional way at First Nations 
Encampment. And at the ranch, there 
are pioneer games to play and visitors 
can learn how pioneers churned 
butter.  

On our way out, we toured Gasoline 
Alley Museum, home of a world-class 
collection of vintage vehicles. Although 
Gasoline Alley is open year-round, the 
village is only open May through October. 
There is on-site parking for RVs.  

Mike is a retired sergeant major 
who spent 30 years in the U.S. Army, 
so we always have to visit forts and 
anything military-related. We both 
found Fort Calgary, a National Historic 

GETAWAY
CALGARY, CANADA

Site of Canada located on the banks 
of the Bow River, quite interesting. 
In visiting the fort we also found the 
birthplace of Calgary; it stands on 
the location where the North West 
Mounted Police built their fort in 1875. 
Open year-round, Fort Calgary is a 
wonderful place to learn about the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police and 
life in early Calgary.  

Mike and I enjoy viewing animals 
in the wild, so one morning we headed 
to the Bow Habitat Station at Pearce 
Estate Park. Located 3 miles from 
downtown, the station houses exhibits 
starring Alberta’s fish, wildlife and 
aquatic ecosystems. We walked the 
Interpretive Wetland trails and saw a 
pair of American wigeons feeding in 
a pond, a Swainson’s hawk soaring 
overhead and lots of little birds 
fluttering about in the trees. There’s 
also a Fish Hatchery with guided tours, 

Calgary is a cosmopolitan city surrounded by scenic vistas and green space. The spectacular 
Canadian Rocky Mountains are only a one-hour drive west.
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and a catch-and-release Trout Pond 
that’s popular with children and their 
parents. 

The park is just one popular place 
for walking and biking in Calgary. 
There are many paths spread 
throughout the city for enjoying the 
great outdoors. It’s a great way for 
singles, couples and families to spend 
the day together exploring. 

I was amazed to learn that the 
snow is cleared on nearly 100 miles of 
the pathway system during the winter 
to ensure all-season access. 

One of Calgary’s largest events 
happens in July: the world-famous 
Calgary Stampede, billed as the 
greatest outdoor show on earth. 
Every July the city celebrates with the 
roughest, richest rodeo, an amazing 
fireworks show that lights up the sky, 
and one of Canada’s largest music 
festivals. The citywide celebration 

draws more than 1 million visitors to 
the annual event. 

If you stay at the Calgary West 
Campground, you’ll find the WinSport 
Canada Olympic Park nearby. In 1988, 
the park was the site for the Winter 
Olympics; today it is one of the world’s 
leading recreation and winter-sport 
facilities. All year long, visitors can 
ride a bobsled — piloted by a profes-
sional — that travels up to 50 mph and 
reaches 2 G-force. Summer activities 
include riding North America’s fastest 
zip line off the 990-meter ski-jump 
tower, playing 18 holes at the pro-
fessionally designed miniature golf 
course and soaring down the world’s 
longest Skyline Luge. In the winter, 
it’s a ski and snowboard destination 
boasting the only half-pipe within 
North American city limits.  

Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame is 
also located at Canada Olympic Park. 

From far left: The First 
Nations Encampment in 
Heritage Park shares the 
stories and culture of the 
Blackfoot people. This 
wooden sculpture at the 
Calgary Zoo was carved 
from one large log. Calgary 
West Campground is located 
on the western edge of the 
city limits and has 320 sites 
(120 with full hookups) and 
Wi-Fi. The park offers free 
shuttle service to nearby 
Canada Olympic Park.
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 FOR MORE INFORMATION
Calaway RV Park & Campground 
403-240-3822, www.calawaypark.com/
aboutrv.html 

Calgary West Campground 
403-288-0411, www.calgarycampground.com 

Calgary Zoo 
403-232-9300, www.calgaryzoo.com 

Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame 
403-776-1040, www.sportshall.ca  

Fort Calgary 
403-290-1875, www.fortcalgary.com 

Gasoline Alley Museum 
403-268-8500, www.heritagepark.ca 

Mountain View Calgary Camping 
403-293-6640, www.calgarycamping.com 

WinSport Canada Olympic Park 
403-247-5452, www.winsport.ca

GETAWAY
CALGARY, CANADA

Doing Our Best to Provide You the Best

Questions? Call Demco Toll-Free at 
1.800.543.3626 or visit our website at 

www.towdemco.com

Want to make your “towing”  life 
easier? Demco’s Kar Kaddy SS™ 

revolutionary engineering integrates 
a steerable axle, folding tongue and 
ramps, LED lights, and sealed hubs. 
With Demco’s patented hydraulic 
braking system and a galvanized 
frame, towing and usability have  

never been easier.

• A complete package, no other 
add-ons or accessories necessary

• Comparable in price to a complete 
tow bar package

• Will tow most vehicles

• The flexibility to bring which 
vehicle you would like  
on each trip

Hitch folds 
back

Ramp  
folds up

Here you will learn about Canada’s 
amazing athletes — from NHL Hall-
of-Famer Wayne Gretzky to amputee 
marathoner/humanitarian Terry Fox 
— while you view more than 95,000 
artifacts, enjoy interactive exhibits and 
see a wealth of sports memorabilia. 

Locals and visitors alike will enjoy 
summertime rafting on the Bow 
River, which winds through the core 
of Calgary. The University of Calgary 
Outdoor Centre offers boat rentals, 
guides and instructional sessions. 
In addition to canoeing, rafting and 
kayaking, you can also try stand-up 
paddleboarding. 

If you’re downtown you’ll find it 
easy to navigate on foot. And if you 
need a ride, the city’s C-Train light 
rail transit free-fare zone parallels 
Stephen Avenue Walk on Seventh 
Avenue SW. An additional aid to 
downtown travel is the city’s Plus 15 
system, where raised walkways allow 
pedestrians to travel indoors to and 
from many downtown hotels, attrac-
tions and shopping centers.  

Calgary may be a city of more than a 
million, but visit and you’ll no doubt enjoy 
its wonderful small-town appeal. 

Clockwise from above: Rafting on the Bow 
River is a popular summer pastime. Canada’s 
Sports Hall of Fame has more than 1,000 
sports artifacts and 50 hands-on activities. 
Each July, the world-famous Calgary 
Stampede attracts more than 1 million visitors.
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YYeess!!
Rush Me Color Brochures on Wilder Florida RV Resorts. 
Please make selection(s) below:

Name_________________________________ E-Mail______________________________ 

Address____________________________ City/State/Zip____________________________  

Phone__________________  Mail to:  Wilder Corporation • 2536 Countryside Blvd., 
           Suite 250 • Clearwater, FL 33763 

Blue Parrot     Ft. Myers       Palm View Gardens     Hawaiian Isles     The Springs 

       Pioneer Creek     Southern Aire     Sundance Lakes     Oak Springs     Rice Creek 

       

The Springs RV Resort
Silver Springs, FL • (352) 236-5250 

Sundance Lakes RV Resort
Port Richey, FL • (727) 862-3565 

Pioneer Creek RV Resort
Bowling Green, FL • (863) 375-4343 

Palm View Gardens RV Resort
Zephyrhills, FL • (813) 782-8685 

Oak Springs RV Resort
Port Richey, FL • (727) 863-5888 

Southern Aire RV Resort
Thonotosassa, FL • (813) 986-1596 

Tampa Area 

Hawaiian Isles RV Resort
Ruskin, FL • (813) 645-1098 

Fort Myers RV Resort
Ft. Myers, FL • (239) 267-2141 

Blue Parrot RV Resort
Lady Lake, FL • (352) 753-2026 

Leesburg Area 

Rice Creek RV Resort
Riverview, FL • (813) 677-6640 

Come Vacation 
With Us!

Beautiful
Sunny

Florida! 
FLORIDAFLORIDA

10 Beautiful Resorts - Over 6,000 Sites!

Enjoy F
un-Fille

d 

Excitin
g Days

!

When in Florida, Stay at any of Our 10 Resorts

www.Southernaire.rvresorts.com

www.Thesprings.rvresorts.com www.Sundancelakes.rvresorts.com www.Pioneercreek.rvresorts.com www.Palmviewgardens.rvresorts.com www.OakSprings.rvresorts.com

www.Fortmyers.rvresorts.com
www.Blueparrot.rvresorts.com

www.Ricecreek.rvresorts.comwww.Hawaiianisles.rvresorts.com

.com

Wilder Corporation, Circle 149 on Reader Service Card
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REMEMBERING  9/11
A Poignant Visit to the Memorials

“We all remember the events of September 11, 2001, very 
clearly,” our museum tour guide said. “But 20 years from now, 
what will younger people understand about that day? That’s 
why we’re here.” 

By Christine Goodier

Ph
ot

os
: R

ob
er

t G
oo

di
er

, J
in

 L
ee

, A
m

y 
Dr

eh
er

 

others fl ed for their lives.
Covered with missing persons 

fl yers and tributes, the 58-ton “Last 
Column” was the fi nal steel beam 
removed from the World Trade Center 
site. Re-erected in Foundation Hall, it 
stands 37 feet tall, an emblem of New 
York resilience positioned by a symbol 
of strength: an exposed structural 
slurry wall engineered in the 1960s 
that kept the Hudson River from 
fl ooding this space despite the intense 
pressure of the towers’ collapse.

We learned that more than 1,000 
victims are still unidentifi ed and that 
their remains were brought by an 
honor guard in May to a space behind 
a museum wall. The repository, visited 
only by family members, is overseen by 
the staff of the New York City Medical 
Examiner, which, with improved 

After the National September 
11 Memorial & Museum opened in 
May 2014, I added New York to our 
motorhome travel plans along with 
two other memorial sites. My husband, 
Bob, and I appreciated the opportunity 
to pay our respects to nearly 3,000 
people who died when 19 terrorists 
attacked America.

New York City
We left behind Manhattan’s heat, 
crowds and construction, descended 
70 feet below street level, and arrived 
at a hushed, cavernous space — the 

foundations of the original Twin 
Towers. Donning audio headsets 
so the guide could speak softly, our 
tour group followed her to a poignant 
collection of archaeological artifacts.

A twisted steel girder mounted on 
a wall displayed the point of impact 
by American Airlines Flight 11 as the 
attacks began at 8:46 a.m. local time. 
A Survivors Staircase enabled many to 
escape before both towers collapsed a 
mere 102 minutes later. New York City 
Fire Department’s Ladder Company 
3 Truck brought heroes who walked 
upward in the Twin Towers while 
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REMEMBERING  9/11

lunch or dinner near the museum.
Where to Stay: Liberty Harbor RV 

Park in Jersey City, New Jersey, offers 
water and electric sites accommodat-
ing rigs up to 45 feet, a dump station 
and some amenities, including city 
views and fast public transportation 
to lower Manhattan. (Another option: 
Book an RV park north of the city and 
take a commuter train in.)

Reaching the Memorial: No parking 
is available. We walked fi ve blocks 
from Liberty Harbor to the PATH 
train station, traveled on the red line 
beneath the Hudson River and arrived 
in minutes at the World Trade Center 
station close to the museum. At day’s 
end, we boarded a (weekday only) New 
York Waterway ferry from Wall Street/
Pier 11 and cruised 15 minutes around 
lower Manhattan back to the marina 
adjacent to the RV park. 

Arlington, Virginia
Terrorist hijackers controlling 
American Airlines Flight 77 struck 
the western façade of the Pentagon 
at 9:37 a.m. Seven years later, an 
outdoor memorial opened beside the 

technology, continues to identify 
victims.

The guide led us to a small 
display case, easily overlooked in 
the museum’s 110,000-square-foot 
exhibition space. It contains a symbol 
of America’s response to 9/11: a 
brick from Osama bin Laden’s fi nal 
residence in Pakistan.

As the 60-minute tour ended, our 
guide recommended we next visit “In 
Memoriam,” a quiet place that honors 
the individuals lost, and the Historical 
Exhibition, galleries that contain 
additional artifacts, photos, videos 
and recordings. Many exhibits there, 
like messages recorded by people 
trapped, can be wrenching, so the 
museum provides warning signs and 
early-exit doorways.

Back at street level, we lingered 

in the 9/11 Memorial, a plaza that 
occupies half of the 16-acre World 
Trade Center site. Two square 
refl ecting pools with 30-foot waterfalls, 
where the Twin Towers once stood, 
are surrounded by bronze panels 
inscribed with 2,983 victims’ names. 
Soaring above is the new One World 
Trade Center, the tallest building in the 
Western Hemisphere at 1,776 feet.

We collected our thoughts on a 
stone bench near the “Survivor Tree,” 
a lone Callery pear tree surrounded by 
swamp white oaks shading the plaza. 
Discovered as a blackened trunk in the 
wreckage, the tree was nursed back to 
health and replanted at the memorial 
where it now blooms every spring. 

How to visit: Museum admission is 
$24 ($18 seniors and U.S. veterans), 
or free Tuesdays from 5 p.m. until 
closing. Buy timed-entry tickets and 
optional tours online and clear security 
before entering from the free, outdoor 
9/11 Memorial plaza (plaza tickets are 
no longer required). Trinity Place, built 
in an original bank vault, is good for 

In Memoriam is the 9/11 Museum’s con-
templative space with photos and recorded 
tributes to individuals who died.

Right: Artifacts like the 58-ton Last Column 
were installed 70 feet below street level at the 
foundations of the original World Trade Center 
towers. Below: The 9/11 Memorial has two 
refl ecting pools, each an acre in size, that sit in 
the footprints of the Twin Towers. 
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Pentagon’s exterior wall, positioned on the plane’s flight 
path. The National 9/11 Pentagon Memorial’s organizing 
theme is the victims’ ages, which ranged from 3 to 71. In-
terpretive information is minimal, but a Locator Stone near 
the entrance lists birthdates, and a cellphone audio tour 
provides a narrative. 

Along the memorial’s western edge, we walked beside 
a white masonry Age Wall that gradually increases in 
height from 3 to 71 inches, softened and partly hidden by 
ornamental grasses.

We entered a serene place of contemplation where 184 
cantilevered, stainless-steel benches called “Memorial 
Units” represent those who died. Beneath each granite-
topped bench is a lighted pool filled with flowing water. 
As we walked past, we noticed that the water had stopped 
flowing for a moment as it does daily at 9:37 a.m.

Each bench has a name engraved along the short end 
and is oriented by whether the victim was on the airplane 
or in the building. When viewing the inscriptions of the 59 
Flight 77 names, we faced the sky from which the airplane 
approached. And when we viewed the names of 125 
Pentagon victims, we faced the building itself through a 
grove of flowering crepe myrtle trees.

We were puzzled at first by stainless-steel numbers 
such as 1966 inlaid on a perimeter walkway bench, and 
later learned that these are birth year markers. Designers 
placed these to identify “Age Lines,” the thin, stainless-steel 
strips that cross the memorial’s gravel field parallel to the 
flight path. The Memorial Unit benches are positioned along 
these lines in age order, from youngest victim to oldest. A 
gap separates the benches of the adults from those for five 
children who died because they boarded Flight 77 that day. 

REMEMBERING 9/11

How to Visit: The free, outdoor memorial is open 24 
hours, 365 days a year on the building’s west side (to tour 
inside the Pentagon itself, request a reservation between  
14 and 90 days in advance at http://pentagontours.osd 
.mil). The Pentagon Memorial Fund’s Board of Directors 
has proposed creation of a new Pentagon Visitor Education 
Center across Washington Boulevard.

Pets, smoking, food and beverages other than water 
are not allowed. Photography is permitted only within the 
memorial, not elsewhere on the Pentagon Reservation.

Where to Stay: Cherry Hill Park in College Park, Maryland, 
about 20 miles from the Pentagon, has full hookups and 
numerous amenities. Visitors can board a bus right at the 
campground (or drive) to a nearby Metro subway station.

Reaching the Memorial: The Pentagon is located 
in Arlington, Virginia, across the Potomac River from 
Washington, D.C., and has no official street address. Daytime 
weekday parking close by is not available other than five 
spaces for disability permits. Take Metro’s yellow or blue line 
to the Pentagon exit or drive to the Pentagon City shopping 

All 11 responders from NYC Fire Department’s Ladder Company 3 died 
inside the North Tower when it fell.

The Pentagon 
Memorial’s white Age 
Wall (far left) bordered 
by grasses, increases 
in height from 3 to 71 
inches to represent the 
victims’ ages. Above 
lighted pools of water, 
184 cantilevered, 
stainless-steel benches 
honor those who died at 
the Pentagon on 9/11.

One World Trade Center opened in 
October 2014 and soars to a symbolic 
1,776-foot height. It is the Western 
Hemisphere’s tallest building, and 
already an iconic New York landmark.
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center garage. If you visit on a Saturday, Sunday, holiday or 
weekday night from 5 p.m. until 7 a.m., you can park in the 
Pentagon’s Hayes Street outdoor lot. (Overnight parking is 
prohibited.) From that lot, a well-marked pedestrian tunnel 
under Interstate 395 leads to the memorial. 

Shanksville, Pennsylvania
United Airlines Flight 93 was more than 25 minutes 
late leaving Newark airport, so those on board learned 
during phone calls that America was under attack. The 
passengers and surviving crewmembers voted to fight 
back, developed a plan and waited until they were over 
an unpopulated area to implement it successfully. In that 
sense, they chose their own memorial’s location in the 

quiet hills of southwest Pennsylvania.
The National Park Service oversees operations for the 

Flight 93 National Memorial and provides on-site staff, in-
formative talks, signs, a printed brochure, online materials 
and cellphone tours. Driving our motorhome on the 
Approach Road, we passed construction well-underway for 
a visitor center complex, and parked near the crash site.

On a black walkway, we passed a hemlock grove and 
sandstone boulder marking the final resting place for 
the passengers and crew, whose remains are all still 
present. We reached the Memorial Plaza’s white marble 
Wall of Names, polished panels along Flight 93’s flight 
path inscribed with the names of these 40 people. Looking 
through a ceremonial gate carved from hemlock wood, we 

From far left: At the 
Flight 93 National 
Memorial near 
Stoystown, Pennsylva-
nia, individual marble 
panels are inscribed 
with the names of 
40 who died on 9/11. 
Benches at the Flight 93 
visitor shelter have an 
aeronautical motif that 
designers incorporated 
along with themes of 
earth, trees and sky.
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Cherry Hill Park 
800-801-6449, www.cherryhillpark.com

Flight 93 National Memorial 
814-893-6322, www.nps.gov/flni

Liberty Harbor RV 
201-516-7500, www.libertyharborrv.com

National September 11 Memorial & 
Museum 
212-312-8800, www.911memorial.org

National 9/11 Pentagon Memorial 
301-740-3388, www.pentagonmemorial.org

For More Information

PROTECT
 ALL

GOLD

WWW.PROTECTALL.COM
100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

REDUCES RUBBER ROOF
MAINTENANCE BY 75%

RUBBER ROOF CLEANER &  
RUBBER ROOF TREATMENT

ONE-STEP APPLICATION
CLEANS, POLISHES & SEALS

OXIDATION REMOVER

5 PRODUCTS IN 1
CLEANS, POLISHES, WAXES, SHINES, PROTECTS 

PROTECT ALL

REMOVES GREY STREAKS, GREASE, BUGS 
CLEANS FIBERGLASS, AWNINGS,
TIRES, WHEELS & MORE

BLACK STREAK CLEANER
REMOVES GREY STREAKS, GREASE, BUGS 

could see the flight path end at the 
boulder.

We had read online about the subtle 
ways designers combined themes of 
nature with modern air travel to tell 
this memorial’s story. Diagonal cuts 
on black walls and walkways suggest 
branches of the hemlock trees, while 
benches of wood and steel have an 
aeronautical appearance. 

Visitors may find this memorial 
uplifting, as we did, perhaps because 
it represents the best instincts of 
good people in action. Flight 93 was 
less than 20 minutes away from its 
target, the U.S. Capitol in Washington, 
D.C., when the passengers and crew 
thwarted the attack.

How to Visit: Admission is free and 
the memorial is open daily except for 
Christmas and New Year’s, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., with later summer hours. May 
through September provides the most 
favorable driving conditions.

Where to Stay: There are no camp-
grounds at the memorial or in Shanks-

ville. Two nearby towns have RV parks: 
Somerset, 19 miles to the west, and 
Bedford, 27 miles to the east. 

Reaching the Memorial: With good 
highway access and parking for RVs, it is 
located about 90 miles east of Pittsburgh 
via the Pennsylvania Turnpike (Highway 
70). The GPS address, on U.S. Route 30, 
is 6424 Lincoln Highway, Stoystown, PA 
15563. Until the visitor center opens, 
park near a small visitor shelter with 
eight RV spaces.

In Memoriam
In the dark days following 9/11, 
temporary shrines sprang up where 
people left flowers, tokens and notes. 
Today, each memorial encourages 
continued visitor interaction with 
message walls or niches for small 
objects. Though linked by a day of 

REMEMBERING 9/11

violence, these three sites now col-
lectively shine as reverent reminders 
of the people who died. They fulfill the 
promise written by the Roman poet 
Virgil that spans a wall at the New York 
museum: “No day shall erase you from 
the memory of time.” 

With plenty of sites for large motorhomes, 
Cherry Hill Park in College Park, Maryland, 
has easy access for Metro public transporta-
tion to the Pentagon.

P
ro

te
ct

 A
ll 

In
c.

, 
C

ir
cl

e 
1

3
2

 o
n 

R
ea

de
r 

S
er

vi
ce

 C
ar

d

36  MotorHome  September 2015   

MH1509-Remembering 911.indd   6/29/15   5:06 PM   - 36 -    (Cyan)MH1509-Remembering 911.indd   6/29/15   5:06 PM   - 36 -    (Magenta)MH1509-Remembering 911.indd   6/29/15   5:06 PM   - 36 -    (Yellow)MH1509-Remembering 911.indd   6/29/15   5:06 PM   - 36 -    (BlacK)



D
an

ko
 M

an
uf

ac
tu

ri
ng

, 
In

c.
, 

C
ir

cl
e 

1
1

1
 o

n 
R

ea
de

r 
S

er
vi

ce
 C

ar
d

37 DANKO.indd   6/26/15   3:43 PM   - 37 -    (Cyan)37 DANKO.indd   6/26/15   3:43 PM   - 37 -    (Magenta)37 DANKO.indd   6/26/15   3:43 PM   - 37 -    (Yellow)37 DANKO.indd   6/26/15   3:43 PM   - 37 -    (BlacK)



By Mary Zalmanek

Occasionally I meet people 
who dread retirement, afraid 
they’ll be bored. If Dale 

Carnegie were alive today, he might 
repeat this advice, “Make the most of 
today. Get interested in something. 
Shake yourself awake. Develop a 
hobby. Let the winds of enthusiasm 
sweep through you. Live today with 
gusto.” 

In my 13 years of RVing, I don’t 
recall ever meeting a retired RVer who 
claimed to be bored. On the contrary, 
they are living each day with gusto. 
RVers are a creative, active group. In 
our fourth installment of this annual 
article on hobbies that people do in 
their motorhomes, you’ll fi nd 10 more 
examples of people who let the winds 
of enthusiasm sweep through them.

 

weave romance, humor, danger and 
drama into the plot.

Often while Jim drives their RV to 
their next destination, Linda writes 
chapters for the sequels. In the evening 
when they are relaxing around the 
campfi re, she reads her pages to Jim 
for his feedback. “Adirondack Audacity” 
and “Audacity on the Water,” the fi rst 
two books in her “Audacity” series, are 
available on www.amazon.com. 

1. Telling Tales 
When she couldn’t fi nd a book she 
wanted to read about the areas she 
visited, Linda Smolarek decided to 
write one. Well-acquainted with both 
the great outdoors and writing, Linda 
had previously penned a monthly 
nature column for a regional family 
magazine prior to her retirement. 
“Two characters started jumping 
around in my head during a trip to the 
Adirondacks,” said Smolarek. The 
characters, Vic and Ellen, came to life in 
“Adirondack Audacity,” experiencing the 
same hiking and kayaking adventures 
that Linda and her husband, Jim, enjoy. 
The characters and settings in her novel 
are often inspired by people she meets 
and places she visits. She uses her vivid 
imagination and storytelling talent to 

weave romance, humor, danger and 

RVers who live with gusto
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2. Making Music 
Music has been a part of Jim Smolarek’s life for as long 
as he can remember. Raised in a family with an accor-
dion-playing father whose talent was highly regarded 
in their Polish community, his father taught Jim to play 
when he was 6 years old. Jim met his wife, Linda, when 
they were in the eighth grade, and they’ve been together 
ever since. 

When they travel in their 24-foot Class C motorhome, 
Jim always takes along three musical instruments: 
an accordion, a guitar and a harmonica. He leaves his 
favorite instrument — a piano — at home. In the summer 
of 2014, Jim played the accordion and sang at their 
daughter’s wedding on a beach in California, and at a 
Polish polka party in Utah. Earlier in the year, Jim was the 
hit of a talent show in Florida and played a “salsa-ized” 
version of “I Exalt Thee” on the beach at a sunrise Easter 
service. 

3. Racking Up 
Life Master 
Points 
Dale and 
Gayle Schen-
dzielos enjoy 
playing 
bridge, 
whether it’s 
a friendly 
game in their RV or as part of a tournament sponsored 
by the American Contract Bridge League. They hone their 
skills by playing several casual games a week. Five or six 
times a year they travel to tournaments. Dale and Gayle 
are tough competitors, as evidenced by the silver medal 
they won in the 2014 Senior Olympic Festival in Tucson, 
Arizona, and the 500 life master points they’ve earned in 
tournaments across the U.S. They love the game, in spite 
of the gentle teasing they get from their kids, who insist 
life master points are more useless than S&H Green 
Stamps since they can’t be handed down in a will. 

4. Playing With Clay 
When Tom Emineth was 
28 years old, he took a 
ceramics class. He liked 
it, but life got in the way 
of pursuing his newfound 
interest. Decades later 
in 2009, he took another 
class. This time he stayed 
with it. He’s made close 
to 200 pieces since then. 
Making ceramic objects is 
a lengthy process: pour 
the slip (clay in liquid 
form) into a mold; let it sit until 
the slip adheres to the edge of the mold; dump out the 
excess; let the greenware (clay that has been shaped but 
not fi red) dry; take it out of the mold and let it dry more; 
clean up the edges; fi re it in a kiln; paint it and fi re again. 
His hobby isn’t entirely portable since he must have access 
to a kiln for bisque fi ring, but he often sets up shop on 
the tailgate of his truck for the other steps. When I met 
Emineth, he was trimming excess clay from greenware for 
a Christmas decoration, and then took it to the RV resort’s 
kiln. 

When he travels to and from his home in Montana, 
he brings along any bisque that has already been fi red 
(greenware is too fragile), and an assortment of tools 
and materials: cleaning tools, sanding blocks, slip, 
molds, paints, brushes and sponges. Tom’s wife, Dee, is 
pleased with his hobby since she gets to decorate with the 
functional ceramic pieces. 

5. Penciling With Color 
In the late 1980s, Carol Hendrickson learned oil painting. 
Over the years, she took many art classes, and discovered 
colored-pencil art nine years ago. While oil painting is 
still her favorite, colored pencils are more portable and 
practical for travel. The clipboard, paper and colored 
pencils can be stowed away in a small space. She’s even 
taken these materials on a mission trip to the Ukraine. 

3. Racking Up 

game in their RV or as part of a tournament sponsored 

5. Penciling With Color 
In the late 1980s, Carol Hendrickson learned oil painting. 
Over the years, she took many art classes, and discovered 
colored-pencil art nine years ago. While oil painting is 
still her favorite, colored pencils are more portable and 
practical for travel. The clipboard, paper and colored 
pencils can be stowed away in a small space. She’s even 
taken these materials on a mission trip to the Ukraine. 

Making ceramic objects is 

form) into a mold; let it sit until 
the slip adheres to the edge of the mold; dump out the 
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10 MORE HOBBIES FOR THE ROAD 

Carol found it satisfying to teach the joy of drawing to 
orphans and street children who were jobless and destitute. 
Last year she used a drawing of daylilies on her Christmas 
cards in honor of the abundance of these fl owers that grew 
on her grandfather’s homestead. The daylily bulbs were 
recently divided among the 22 cousins. A snowbird from 
Minnesota, Hendrickson teaches classes in the winter 
months at an RV resort in Arizona. One of the techniques 
she teaches is burnishing, which gives the art a rich, glazed 
look by layering multiple colors and then applying pressure 
to blend the pencil waxes together. 

6. Carving Cypress Knees 
Five years ago, Janice Hyder was inspired by a fellow RVer 
who was carving fi gures from cypress knees, which grow up 
from roots of bald cypress trees in the swamps and bayous 
of the southeastern U.S. Janice bought a book, “Carving 
Cypress Knees: Creating Whimsical Characters from One 
of Nature’s Most Unique Woods,” by Carole Jean Boyd and 
Jack A. Williams, and taught herself to make wood spirits. 
She buys the raw materials in Louisiana, strips off the outer 
layer of bark, then boils them to remove the rest of the bark. 
Janice’s creations also include Old-World Santas, Halloween 
pumpkins and ghosts. It’s a hobby that’s well-suited to 
RVing, since the knives and paints needed are reasonably 
compact. Janice enjoys giving her creations as gifts.

7. A Passion for Cooking 
Gil Chasse and his wife, Stella Lamarche, have been full-
timers since they sold their cosmetics business in 2003. 
Even though they gave up their big kitchen, they didn’t 
give up their passion for entertaining. Both of them love 
to cook. Gil learned from his mom and still uses many of 
her French-Canadian recipes. He admits to being a purist 
about his ingredients. He ages his Parmesan cheese in a 
brown paper bag in the refrigerator, buys tomatoes a week 
before he intends to use them to allow them time to ripen 
and always travels with his favorite brand of fi rst-press, 
unfi ltered Italian olive oil. It’s no wonder that Friday night is 
pasta night in their coach. Gil calls himself an “Old-World 
eater,” pairing food and wine, enjoying conversations around 
the table and experiencing the pleasure of sharing a meal. 

8. Paverpol Sculpting 
Using a textile hardener called 
Paverpol, fabrics and jewelry 
found in thrift stores, rocks, 
wire and other items, Tina 
Solomon creates whimsical 
garden art. According to www
.paverpolusa.com, Paverpol 
“was created by a group of 
Dutch artists in the early 
1990s as a user- and envi-
ronmentally friendly alter-
native to resin.” Paverpol 
can be used to create 
tabletop to lifesize weath-
erproof sculptures. Since 
learning the technique in 2013, Tina has created nine 
fabric sculptures and taught four classes. She has given 
away most of the sculptures as gifts, although a few of 

Using a textile hardener called 

garden art. According to www

learning the technique in 2013, Tina has created nine 
fabric sculptures and taught four classes. She has given 
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them, including an old-fashioned 
golfer, are in the yard of her California 
home. Paverpol is easy to do in her 
motorhome since the materials are 
compact. Paverpol is water-soluble, 
nontoxic and odor-free. Tina gets inspi-
ration for her sculptures from “How to 
Paverpol,” a book by Jossy De Roode, 
fi lled with 30 projects and hundreds 
of photos. Tina and her husband, Dan, 
enjoy browsing thrift shops for in-
teresting items that can be used in a 
sculpture, and hunting for rocks to be 
used as the base. 

9. Lighting the Night 
After seeing solar garden lights in art 
shows and other people’s yards, Don 
Bangs decided to make them. In just 
a few short years, he’s perfected his 
designs. He searches garage sales 
and thrift stores for colorful glass 
dishes and vases in various shapes 
and sizes. He drills a hole in the glass 
with a diamond-core bit. The fl oral-
inspired designs are assembled with 
nylon washers in between each piece 
of glass and held together with a 
screw. The post is made from ½-inch 
electrical conduit, fl attened at one end. 
A hole is drilled in the fl attened end to 
allow the fl ower, with a solar light in 

the center, to be attached to the post 
with a screw and nut.

The post slides over rebar set in 
the ground for installation. Materials 
in each piece cost a few dollars, and 
he sells them for $25. In the past he 
traveled with a small tabletop drill 
press. More recently, he decided to 
drill the holes at home and do the 
assembly on the road. Don had 10 of 
these lights in front of his motorhome. 
They were pretty in daylight, and 
absolutely magical at night. 

10. Recycling Tin Cans into Art 
Even in the Arizona desert, the fl owers 
in Marlene Brown’s yard (actually a 
patch of gravel in the RV resort) are in 
full bloom. She creates fl owers from tin 
cans that she collects from recycling 
bins. Her tools include garden shears, 
heavy-duty scissors, crimpers, acrylic 
paint, glass beads and E6000 glue. Each 
fl ower is made of six or seven cans of 
various sizes. She cuts and shapes each 
petal, then paints them. The colorful 
blooms are attached to garden stakes. 
Since her retirement in 2010, she’s 
devoted much of her free time to artistic 
endeavors. Friends and neighbors have 
persuaded her to teach a tin-can-art 
class. 

10. Recycling Tin Cans into Art 
allow the fl ower, with a solar light in 

full bloom. She creates fl owers from tin 
cans that she collects from recycling 

fl ower is made of six or seven cans of 
various sizes. She cuts and shapes each 

Since her retirement in 2010, she’s 
devoted much of her free time to artistic 
endeavors. Friends and neighbors have 

class. 

Are you an RVer who is enthusiastic about your hobbies? If you’d like to be considered 
for next year’s article, please send an email to mary@adventuresoftheheart.com.

More Hobbies 
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AMERICA’S
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

TURNS 100
One visitor’s thank-you

ugust 25, 2016, will 
mark the 100th anni-
versary of the National 
Park Service (NPS). The 

familiar arrowhead emblem of the 
NPS has guided us to many of our 
greatest adventures and celebrated 
views, and has helped to bring our 
nation’s story to life. 

The NPS centennial is a milestone 
not only for the Park Service but also 
for parks and park users. The an-
niversary signals a good time to take 
stock of how far the national park 
system has come, and to ponder 
what’s next. This is also the perfect 
time to salute the rangers who have 
helped make our park experiences so 
memorable. 

By Rhonda Ostertag

Ph
ot

os
: G

eo
rg

e 
Os

te
rta

g

El Capitan, Yosemite National Park, California
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Jordan Pond from South Bubble, Acadia National Park, Maine

AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TURNS 100

In the Beginning
The unmatched magnifi cence of the 
steaming landscapes of Yellowstone, 
the grand domes of Yosemite and the 
fable-worthy giant trees of Sequoia 
captured the nation’s imagination and 
heart. Although few held fi rsthand 
witness, nature writings of the day and 

Sequoia and Yosemite joined it at the 
zenith, followed by Mount Rainier, 
Crater Lake, Wind Cave, Mesa Verde 
and Glacier. In 1912, the impressive 
portfolio prompted British diplomat 
James Bryce to declare national parks 
“the best idea America ever had,” a 
sentiment that prevails today. 

the romantic art of Thomas Moran 
and others brought these treasures to 
public awareness. Grandeur on such 
scale deserved unprecedented recog-
nition, and so became the birth of the 
national park. 

In 1872, Yellowstone became 
the world’s fi rst such park. In 1890, 

THE ARROWHEAD EMBLEM
The familiar, endearing arrowhead emblem of the National Park Service dates back to 1951. It is based 
on a sketch by Park Service historian Aubrey Neasham. The depicted Sequoia tree, bison, peak and water 
together with the arrowhead background symbolize the natural, wildlife, scenic, recreational and cultural 
resources under the protective watch of the NPS. In 1966, a modern redesign of triangles and cannonballs 
failed to win hearts and slipped from use. 
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Mather put his money where his mouth 
was, paying staffers, sponsoring trips 
and buying land, grove and road, 
donating all to the nation. He helped 
form the nonprofit National Parks As-
sociation, which could bolster parks 
away from federal influence. 

He was a dynamic, face-in-the-field 
leader. His right-hand assistant and 
successor at the National Park Service, 
Horace Albright, was the steadying, 
nuts-and-bolts force, navigating the 
pitfalls of Washington. Together, they 
left an indelible imprint on the park 
landscape. At many sites, visitors will 
see commemorative plaques dedicated 
to Mather.

Mather walked the delicate line 
between preservation and recreational 
use, isolation and public access, and 

From far left: Manzanita Lake, which is located near the entrance to Lassen Volcanic National 
Park in northeastern California, offers nonmotorized boating, swimming and fishing. Concord 
Battle Monument at North Bridge in Minute Man National Historical Park, Massachusetts , was 
the site of “the shot heard ’round the world.” Montana’s Glacier National Park is well- known for 
spectacular wildlife viewing opportunities, and is the habitat for hundreds of bighorn sheep.

man at the right time. A man of means 
and persuasion with the ear of leaders, 
Mather catapulted national parks into 
the modern era and served as the first 
director of the National Park Service. 

His meteoric appearance on the 
scene traces to an impromptu letter of 
disconcert dashed out after his 1914 
trip to Yosemite and Sequoia. Writing 
his former classmate, Secretary of the 
Interior Franklin Lane, Mather cited 
his concerns about park conditions. A 
terse reply followed, to the effect, “If 
you don’t like it, do it yourself.” 

So, Mather did. Arriving in 
Washington, he advocated for a single 
oversight body, which would become 
the National Park Service in 1916, and 
he defined and guided its mission. 
Beyond accepting the challenge, 

While designating the parks 
came naturally, determining their 
management and funding did not. The 
parks, variously stashed in depart-
ments of Agriculture, Interior and 
War, suffered an absence of oversight. 
Poaching, illegal logging and grazing, 
vandalism, abuse and exploitation 
threatened the very values Americans 
sought to protect. The civilian superin-
tendents were simply outmatched. 

The situation’s urgency merited 
sending in the military. Soldiers 
served as the first park rangers, and 
the famed Buffalo Soldiers (African-
American troops) played a key role 
throughout the West. Still, without 
funds and enforcement authority, the 
enlisted had to rely on ingenuity, guile 
and persuasion to bring order and 
protection to the parks. 

The military confiscated guns 
within park boundaries and deterred 
grazing by expelling animals and 
herders out opposite corners of the 
park. Besides policing, they fought 
fires, cleared trails, opened roads and 
built rapport with park users. 

At the Fort Yellowstone Historic 
District in Yellowstone National Park, 
exhibits honor the military that served 
at the park for more than 30 years. At 
Yosemite, interpretation pays homage 
to the Buffalo Soldiers’ unsung service. 

Enter the National Park Service
Early on, John Muir and others voiced 
a need for better care of, and a single 
oversight authority for, the national 
parks. A newly won Muir disciple, 
Stephen Mather emerged as the right 
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faced the sharpened arrows from both 
sides of the arguments. He insisted 
parks be egalitarian, open to all the 
citizens, and free from the stain of 
politics. 

When rolling through the parks in 
our motorhomes or setting up camp 
beneath the trees, we owe a debt of 
gratitude to Mather, who championed 
opening the parks to motorists 
and making stays comfortable and 
welcoming. Mather firmly believed that 
an intimacy with parks translated to 
advocacy and support. 

Mather expanded the National 
Park System to the populated East, 
and Albright united the national 
monuments, battlefields and historic 
sites under the Park Service umbrella. 

From wardrobe to purpose, Mather 
prescribed the park ranger. A heroic 
figure, the uniformed ranger was to 
be knowledgeable, talented, skilled, 
dedicated, able to ride and care for 
horses, build trails, fight fires, handle 
weapons, endure weather and put in 

AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TURNS 100

Clockwise from top: Tuolumne Meadows 
Campground in Yosemite National Park is 
located 1.5 hours northeast of Yosemite Valley 
and has 304 dry-camping sites. Yellowstone’s 
Lower Falls is the tallest waterfall in the park at 
308 feet high. Logan Pass Visitor Center, at the 
summit of Glacier National Park’s Going-to-the-
Sun Road, is listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places.
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long hours. Because funds seldom 
follow high ideals, this superhero also 
worked for little pay. 

Although most rangers were men, 
some women served in the all-purpose 
role. Today, of the 22,000 permanent, 
temporary and seasonal park 
employees, 3,861 park rangers answer 
to Mather’s ideal. 

Celebrate 100
In the footsteps of Mather, the NPS, 
together with the nonprofit National 
Park Foundation, has launched the 
“Find Your Park” centennial campaign 
to renew park awareness and call 
attention to the continuing need for 
park care and protection. The goal is 
twofold: to engage new interest and 
to strengthen personal bonds with the 
nation’s parks. 

The campaign pushed off the 
starting blocks in 2015 and will sprint 
through the end of 2016. Entry to 
all parks is free on August 25, 2016. 
Concerts, cultural festivals, re-enact-

IT TAKES A VILLAGE
Although the uniformed ranger is the face of the NPS, a 
talented group of individuals must come together to keep 
our parks safe, clean, healthy, preserved, interpreted, 
accessible and in good repair for the next generation. 
Biologists, botanists, geologists and hydrologists bring 
the best science to protecting our natural resources, 
while archaeologists, historians and archivists look after 
our cultural resources. Park police ensure the peace, 
protect park facilities and resources and assist visitors in 
need. Mechanics, engineers, masons, carpenters, land-
scapers and a host of unheralded maintenance workers 
keep the parks open and welcoming as Mather intended. 

ments, special tours and talks, and 
birthday cake are some of the planned 
celebrations, varying by park and by 
date. At the interactive website, www 
.findyourpark.com, a calendar will 
aid in finding centennial events, and 
followers can share park experiences. 
Park-specific pages may suggest 
additional things to do (www.nps.gov/
findapark/index.htm). 

On other fronts, the NPS has linked 
arms with the National Endowment 
for the Arts, which turns 50 in 2015, 

to sponsor “Imagine Your Parks,” 
national-park-inspired art. The 
art will later appear at parks and 
elsewhere. Then, on January 1, 2016, 
look for the NPS to be represented at 
the Tournament of Roses Parade in 
Pasadena, California, with its parallel 
theme, “Find Your Adventure.” 

Because many individual park units 
achieve noteworthy birthdays during 
the 2015-2016 centennial celebration 
period, keep the party hat handy! 

Celebrants this year include 
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888-847-7010

The Last 
LEAK You’ll 
Ever Have. . .
The Last 
ROOF You’ll 
Ever Need!

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 
Seams or Skylights 

• No Streaking • No Leaks...EVER!

100%
MAINTENANCE FREE

Call for FREE Information Kit 
www.rvroofingsolutions.com

10 Year Material & Labor 
No Leak Guarantee.
Work Performed On Site 
At Your Location Or Ours!

Beautifully 
finished seamless roof

• No Caulking Roof Vents, 

MAINTENANCE FREE

Before

10 YEARS to get this

10 Year Material & Labor 

finished seamless roof

3  DAYS to get this!

After

Booking appointments for
September & October 

Northern States, East Coast 
& Southern States

Yosemite and Sequoia-Kings Canyon, 
each marking 125 years. Centurions 
include Colorado’s Rocky Mountain 
National Park and Dinosaur National 
Monument, while Florida’s Canaveral 
National Seashore turns 40. A whole 
pocketful of parks is commemorating 
50 years, including Nez Perce National 
Historical Park (Idaho, Montana, Oregon 
and Washington) and Iowa’s Herbert 
Hoover National Historic Site, as well as 
Utah’s Golden Spike National Historic 
Site. Another turning 50 is Delaware 
Water Gap National Recreation Area at 
the Pennsylvania-New Jersey border. 
And that’s just the first lap. 

Rounding into 2016, California’s 

Mount Lassen Volcanic and Hawaii 
Volcanoes national parks reach 
the century mark. Maine’s Acadia 
celebrates 100 years of protection, and 
Mammoth Cave (Kentucky), Guadalupe 
Mountains (Texas) and Klondike 
Gold Rush (Alaska and Washington) 
are among the dozens celebrating 
landmark anniversaries on their ways 
to 100 years. 

A Source of Pride
Oh what a playground, oh what a mas-
terpiece, oh what a gripping story! 
More than 400 national park units 
now grace the land. The National Park 
Service’s charge extends to more 

AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TURNS 100

IF YOU BLINKED
The NPS inventory of treasured places continues to evolve and grow. 

Added December 19, 2014
• Blackstone River Valley National Historical Park, Massachusetts and Rhode Island
• Tule Springs Fossil Beds National Monument, Nevada
• Valles Caldera National Preserve, New Mexico
• World War I Memorial, District of Columbia

Added February 19, 2015
 • Pullman National Monument, Illinois

Added February 24, 2015
 • Honouliuli National Monument, Hawaii

Mission Concepción, in San Antonio 
Missions National Historical Park, 
was founded in 1731.
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Made in USA Wakarusa, IN   |   avionvans.com   |   info@theRVfactory.com   |   844-284-6678
Prices and specifications subject to change without notice.

Azur- Buy  Factory  Direct  and  Save
built by

$89,995
Factory Direct

Starting at

FACTORY DIRECT 
MANUFACTURER 
OF LUXURY 
CLASS B 
MOTORHOMES

Ultra Quiet Ultra Insulated Shell 
Construction

3500 Mercedes Sprinter chassis longest 
wheelbase and extended version with walk 
in ceiling height

White euro laminated cabinetry throughout 
with European hidden hinges

Unique expanded pods allow 2 adults to 
sleep side to side adding 16 more inches 
and the following improvements to the 
24KBX floorplan:

• Comfortable 80 by 76 level king bed   
 arrangement in rear convertible to a   
 dinette
•  Exclusive 32 cu ft capacity storage   
 compartment underneath the king bed
•  Floor to ceiling wardrobe with full size  
 hanging capacity
•  Customizable passenger layout   
 accommodates up to six people for travel

Your “Ultimate Freedom Machine”

Standard High-end 
Components

National Factory Service Network

Factory DirectFACTORY DIRECT FACTORY DIRECT 

Trailer_life_avion.indd   1 2/20/2015   2:15:35 PM

Avion Vans, Circle 144 on Reader Service Card
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Since 1917

Your Dealer For

• Essex
• London Aire
• Mountain Aire
• Dutch Star
• Ventana
• Canyon Star
• Bay Star

- Great Prices!
- Award Winning Service!
- New Friends!

‘10

View Inventory at 

www.STEINBRING.com 
Sales & Service

Garfield, MN
Toll Free 1.877.880.8090 

320.834.6333

Your

Essex 
        Dealer
2015 ESSEX NOW AVAILABLE

THE ALL NEW LONDON AIRE
IS BACK FOR 2015!

600 HP, 45 FT. IN LENGTH

than 84 million acres and includes 30 
national scenic and national historic 
trails and 60 wild and scenic rivers, as 
well as cultural and historic features. 

The true challenge to Find Your 
Park comes in narrowing the fi eld. 

Whether stricken silent while 
standing at the rim of the Grand 
Canyon or tearing up while gazing 
upon Antietam’s Bloody Lane or 
the monument to the 1st Minnesota 
Volunteer Infantry at Gettysburg; 
whether welling with pride at hearing 
the fi fe and drum at Minuteman or 
when repeating aloud the timeless 
words of Washington, Jefferson, 
Lincoln and Roosevelt at Mount 
Rushmore; or whether shivering in 
expectation as the new-day sun fi rst 
kisses U.S. soil at Acadia or as a 
grizzly pokes through the foliage in a 
meadow basin below the Highline Trail 
at Glacier, there is a park moment — 
likely many moments — that will linger 
with you forever. 

And, until you fi nd your park — fi nd 
your park moment — it’s nice to know 
the NPS is on the job, keeping it safe, 
keeping it open until you get there. 
Here’s to the next 100 years and all the 
possibilities. 

BROTHER, CAN YOU SPARE A DIME?
According to the National Parks Conservation Association, the annual budget 
for the NPS constitutes less than one-fi fteenth of 1 percent of the federal 
budget; American households pay on average just $2.56 each year in taxes 
for our national parks, about the cost of a small cup of coffee. 

AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TURNS 100

From top: The trail around Lake Josephine in 
Glacier National Park affords hikers breath-
taking views of the surrounding scenery. 
Volunteers in the Fort Vancouver National 
Historic Site’s Blacksmith Shop use 19th-
century blacksmithing skills to forge replicas 
of traps and other metal objects. Gettysburg 
National Military Park in Adams County, 
Pennsylvania, commemorates the Civil War’s 
bloodiest battle as well as President Lincoln’s 
famous Gettysburg Address.
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FEATURING THE PATENT PENDING
LEISURE LOUNGE PLUS

LEISUREVANS.COM/UNITY

With a full exterior makeover, four unique floor plans, the all-new Unity is the culmination 

of five decades of automotive innovation. The beautifully redesigned European body 

features integrated running boards, fiberglass baggage doors, clean aerodynamic lines 

and is available in three stunning paint schemes: the new Euro Sport, White Suede 

(shown) and Silver. On the inside, the Unity U24MB’s revolutionary new patent pending 

Leisure Lounge Plus is a warm invitation to delightful seating complete with power 

recliners and foot rests, entertaining and dining experiences.

The All-New Unity.

Leisure Travel Vans, Circle 147 on Reader Service Card
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MONTANA’S
GRAND GLACIER COUNTRY  
Whitewater rafting, hiking, road touring and RVing in northwestern Big Sky Country

Spectacular landscape, soaring mountains, crystal-clear lakes and 
blue-ribbon trout streams — there are plenty of postcard views in the 
RV-friendly Glacier Country of northwestern Montana. We’re headed 
there for a taste of this amazing part of the West.  

By Bobbie Hasselbring
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Driving the Going-to-the-Sun Road in Glacier National Park affords 
views of McDonald Creek, which runs for more than 25 miles in the park.

We begin our journey in the 
southern tier of Glacier Country in 
Missoula, the state’s hip cultural hub. 
This college town of 70,000 is a vibrant 
community with a walkable downtown 
with plenty of turn-of-the-century 
stone buildings, the state’s oldest 
brewery, and good restaurants and 
shops to explore.  

Since we want to begin with an 
authentic flavor of Montana, we head 
to the edge of town to the Missoula 
Smokejumper Visitors Center. 
Smokejumpers are elite firefight-

ers who parachute into backcountry 
wildfires, and Missoula has the largest 
smokejumper training base in the 
country. Just inside the visitors center 
is a replica of an early fire lookout 
complete with bed, binoculars, maps, 
food and other essentials fire scouts 
needed to do their lonely job.  

We join a free, 45-minute tour that 
includes fascinating displays, dioramas 
and videos about this grueling career. 
There’s an exhibit of the gear a smoke-
jumper takes with him/her — all 120 
pounds of it. Another showcases what 

jumpers eat, as much as 6,000 calories 
a day, including plenty of high-calorie 
Spam.  

In the parachute loft, huge billowy 
cloths hang from the ceiling. A 
parachute — the jumper’s lifeline — 
weighs 23 pounds and must be packed 
out. Smokejumpers are also respon-
sible for making their own gear and 
we’re surprised to see brawny, grizzled 
men hunched intently over sewing 
machines. By the time our tour is 
finished, we’re thoroughly impressed 
with these dedicated firefighters.  

We want to explore Missoula’s 
downtown, but the smell of propane 
prompts us to stop at Rangitsch 
Brothers RV near the Smokejumper 
Center. It’s late on a Friday afternoon 
and the service manager thinks our 
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Getting Here
Montana’s Glacier Country is big — 
covering more than 22,000 square 
miles. The main routes are Interstate 
90, which runs east and west, and U.S. 
Highway 93, which runs north and south.

with peek-a-boo views of Seeley Lake, 
then a series of pretty lakes in the 
Clearwater chain, including Alva and 
Summit lake, where we pause to snap 
photos of the water with the Mission 
Mountains as the backdrop.  

We climb higher and higher into 
Swan River State Forest. At 4,300 feet, 
white-barked aspens stand in sharp 
relief to deep-green firs and pines. 
We drive through Swan Lake, a tiny 
burg with a trading post, volunteer fire 
department and canoe shop, and then 
through Creston (via State Highway 
35N) with its fields of spring wheat.  

We turn north onto U.S. Highway 
2 and cruise along the silty Flathead 
River. In Hungry Horse, we stop at the 
Huckleberry Patch pie shop and pick 
up slices. Then it’s back north on the 
highway to Montana Raft Company, 
a rafting and guide service where we 
made reservations. 

We gear up in neoprene wet suits 
and life vests and board an old-school 
bus for the short ride to a creek joining 

LP-gas leak is a quick fix. It’s not. 
Despite previous Friday night plans, 
two mechanics cheerfully spend 
four hours tightening, replacing 
and repairing everything that could 
possibly seep propane. We leave with 
a surprisingly reasonable repair bill 
and our rig is good as new. 

Jim and Mary’s RV Park on U.S. 
Highway 93N is our home for the 
night. This shady, tree-lined park is 
popular and we’re glad we made res-
ervations for one of its 70 full-hookup 
sites with picnic tables, 24-hour 
laundry, free showers and spacious 
community room. While there’s a faint 
din from the freeway and the whistle 
from an occasional train, we wearily 
sleep like babies.  

Seeley-Swan Valley, Whitewater 
The next morning, under gorgeous 
blue skies, we head east on Interstate 
90 to State Highway 200 so we can 
drive scenic State Highway 83N 
through beautiful Seeley-Swan Valley. 

Above from left: McDonald Creek — the longest stream inside Glacier National Park — roars past 
visitors. The park also offers boat tours from Rising Sun, Many Glacier and Lake McDonald.

After boating on Flathead Lake, a hiker 
stretches her legs on Wild Horse Island trails.

We pass through Milltown and Bonner, 
the latter with its identical company 
houses lined shoulder to shoulder, 
crossing the wide Blackfoot River and 
climbing into evergreen-lined canyons 
and then through wide valleys dotted 
with ranches. With hawks circling 
lazily overhead and puffy thunderheads 
gathering against distant mountains, 
it’s easy to see why they call Montana 
Big Sky Country.  

Shortly we come to Salmon Lake, 
a gorgeous blue-black lake nestled 
along the Clearwater River between 
the Mission and Swan mountain ranges 
and Salmon Lake State Park. It’s 
tempting to set-up camp in the RV on 
this fish-rich lake with 20 sites, but it’s 
early in the day so we keep driving.  

We pull into Seeley Lake, a modest 
gathering of cafés and bait-and-tackle 
stores surrounded by the snowcapped 
Swan Mountains, including Monture 
Mountain, which looms 8,289 feet 
over the northeast end of town. We 
drive along the heavily forested road 

GLACIER COUNTRY
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Above from left: Montana Raft in West Glacier provides guided rafting trips on the Flathead River. 
Spectacular views await visitors who take a gondola to the summit at Whitefish Mountain Resort.

Left: McDonald Creek runs for more than 25 
miles in Glacier National Park. Right: West 
Glacier KOA offers full-hookup sites. Some 
spaces even have an adjacent patio.

MONTANA’S GRAND GLACIER COUNTRY 

the Middle Fork of the Flathead River. 
We’re assigned to one of three rafts 
and our crew paddles into the brown, 
rushing water. The river is running 
fast from rain and snow melt, so many 
of the Class II and III rapids on this 
half-day trip through John Stevens 
Canyon along the southwestern 
boundary of Glacier National Park have 
been swallowed by high water. The trip 
is still thrilling with whitecap drops and 
rapids. At one point, our raft plunges 
and we spin around. I nearly end up in 
the silty water, but my death grip on 
the center rope saves me.   

We’re ravenous from the paddling 
so we head to Belton Chalet in West 
Glacier, an upscale restaurant located 
in a historic railroad hotel. Built 
in 1910 and fully restored, the old 
hotel and eatery, a National Trust 
for Historic Preservation landmark, 
features original wood porches, 
stairways, floors and turn-of-the 
century furnishings.  

We pull into San-Suz-Ed, a family-
owned forested RV campground, for 
the night. We’re too tired to join the 
festivities around the campfire, but we 
appreciate the quiet, level site.

 
Glacier National Park, 
Whitefish Adventures 
The next morning, we head to Glacier 

National Park. It’s been an unusually 
heavy snow year and we’d planned to 
tour iconic Going-to-the-Sun Road on 
a Red Bus tour, but the road to Logan 
Pass is closed. (Going-to-the-Sun 
Road from Avalanche Campground to 
the Rising Sun picnic area parking is 
closed to RVs more than 21 feet long.) 
Instead, we cruise along the part of 
the road that’s open and pull over 
frequently to shoot pictures of Lake 
McDonald and the towering mountains 
mirrored in it — Howe Ridge, Stanton 
Peak, Mount Vaught, the Garden 
Wall, Mount Cannon, Mount Brown, 
Little Matterhorn, Edwards Mountain, 
Gunsight Mountain and Snyder Ridge. 
We pull in at McDonald Creek to watch 
its torrent of water, glacial green with 
rock “flour,” roar through the canyon. 
Above the water, sheer walls of granite 
rise up, their stony faces striated with 
cascading waterfalls.  

“ At one point, 
our raft plunges 

and we spin 
around. I nearly 

end up in the 
silty water, but 

my death grip on 
the center rope 

saves me. ”
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FOR YOUR JOURNEY AHEAD
We’ve incorporated every lesson from the billions of miles that 

BrakeBuddy® has traveled into the innovative STEALTH™ ...
The most versatile and easiest to use braking system anywhere!

THE TOWED VEHICLE BRAKING EXPERTS™

MOST TRUSTED • EASIEST TO USE • BEST PERFORMING

SCAN HERE to learn more 
about the STEALTH™

The Stealth gave us peace of mind while 
traveling to Alabama, a 1,200 mile journey! 

It worked flawlessly! Definitely going to 
recommend Stealth to our RVing friends!

Rich and Lisa C. 
(35’ Itasca Meridian & Honda CRV)

‘‘ ‘‘

BrakeBuddyStealth.com 
800-470-2287

Brake Buddy, Circle 118 on Reader Service Card
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Later that afternoon, we jump on a vintage Red Bus 
for the 3.5-hour Huckleberry Mountain Tour. Our friendly 
driver, Tenaya, a science teacher from Minnesota, expertly 
navigates the 25-foot-long 1936 White Motor Co. bus 
through cedar- and hemlock-lined roads. She tells us 
that this is the easternmost stretch of Pacific Northwest 
rainforest. In addition to cedar and hemlock, these thick 
forests contain western larch, western red cedar, white 
birch and black cottonwood on the west side, and quaking 
aspen and lodgepole pine on the east.  

The park covers more than a million acres, 131 named 
lakes, parts of two mountain ranges, 1,000-plus species of 
plants, and 250 grizzly and 500 black bears. It’s a wild place 
subject to fire, floods, heavy snow and avalanches. The park 
is dynamic and even its namesake glaciers are in flux — 150 
glaciers in 1910, 25 today. Experts estimate by 2030, all may 
be gone.  

West Glacier KOA is our berth for the night. It’s a tidy, 
spacious park with an ice cream store, a well-stocked camp 
store and boutique, and an outdoor barbecue restaurant 
serving ribs and steaks. The campground offers full 
hookups with pull-through and back-in, gravel-topped sites. 
I forgo the pool, but spend an hour working out road kinks 
in the spa. After some smoky ribs and corn on the cob, we 
retreat for a quiet night beneath the trees.  

Early the next morning we’re back on U.S. Highway 2 

and heading west to Whitefish, a cute-as-a-button resort 
town that’s home to Whitefish Mountain Resort, where 
we hop the chairlift to the summit. At 6,817 feet, the 
360-degree views are spectacular (all the way into Canada!) 
and we hungrily shoot pictures. With 105 marked runs and 
3,000 acres of skier- and rider-accessible terrain, it’s easy 
to see why Whitefish is a wintertime favorite. They’ve got 
plenty of summertime adrenaline-pumping adventures 
too. There’s a zip line, an alpine slide, nearly 30 miles of 
mountain-bike trails, a high-rise nature walk through the 

MONTANA’S GRAND GLACIER COUNTRY 

Above from left: Young and old alike enjoy thrills on the Alpine Slide 
at Whitefish Mountain Resort. At the resort’s Aerial Adventure Park, 
guests clip onto safety lines and work their way through the trees.
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forest canopy, and a challenging aerial 
adventure park with tree-to-tree 
suspended bridges, walkways, nets 
and ladders. We don’t have time to 
experience these activities, so instead 
we take a short forest hike and make 
a note to come back. (While the resort 
doesn’t have an RV park or hookups, 
in summer, RVers are allowed to park 
overnight in the parking lot for free.) 

We jump on U.S. Highway 93S, a 
four-lane divided highway, and cruise 
into Kalispell, a true-to-its-roots 
Western town in Flathead Valley. We 
stop at the Museum at Central School, 
a three-story brick school built in 
1894 that’s been renovated into a 
cool museum featuring artifacts and 
exhibits on area logging, wildlife and 
native peoples (which includes a rare 
grizzly bear necklace). 

We’re driving alongside Flathead 
Lake, at 27 miles long and 15 miles 
wide, the largest freshwater lake west 
of the Mississippi. We meet up on a 
lakeside dock with a couple of families 

and the owner of Flathead Raft Co. 
for a tour of the lake and Wild Horse 
Island State Park. The 2,100-acre park 
got its name from Salish-Kootenai 
Indians who pastured horses here to 
keep them from being stolen. Today, 
the island is home to five wild horses 
as well as bighorn sheep, mule deer, 
songbirds, waterfowl, and plenty of 
falcons and bald eagles. 

As we motor toward the island, 
our guide tells us that Flathead Lake 
is a remnant of the great Missoula 
Flood that occurred between ice ages, 
and it’s a favorite with fishermen for 
perch, whitefish, lake and rainbow 
trout, and kokanee salmon (small 
landlocked salmon). Near the island, 
a couple dozen comical bighorn sheep 
dash onto a dock to greet us. While 
there’s no overnight camping allowed, 
hiking is popular and we spend an hour 
traversing well-marked trails, passing 
by old homesteads that speak to the 
island’s past.  

The sun is setting and a cooling 

Columbia Falls RV Park 
888-401-7268, www.columbiafallsrvpark.com

Glacier Haven RV and Campground 
406-888-9987, http://glacierhavenrv- 
campground.com

Glacier Pines 
800-533-4029, www.glacierpines.com

Jellystone RV Park 
800-318-9644, www.jellystonemt.com

Jim and Mary’s RV Park 
406-549-4416, www.jimandmarys.com 

North American RV Park & Yurt Village 
800-704-4266, www.northamericanrvpark.com

San-Suz-Ed RV Park 
800-630-2623, www.sansuzedrvpark.com 

West Glacier KOA 
406-387-5341, www.westglacierkoa.com 

Local RV Parks 

breeze rises off the water as we 
pull away from Wild Horse Island. 
We watch a pair of bald eagles dive 
repeatedly into the azure blue water 
and know that grand Glacier Country is 
worth visiting again and again. 
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By Larry MacDonald 

What’s the 
dumbest thing 
you’ve ever done 
while RVing? When I asked this

question of a couple who 
had been full-timing for 12 

years, the husband said, “We’ve NEVER 
done anything dumb.” After a thoughtful 
pause, his wife replied, “Really … what 
about that time when you were cleaning 
out the black-water tank?” “Oh, yeah 
that,” he replied. The messy details 
followed, earning them a coveted spot 
in this year’s RV Oops Awards.  

The most frequent blunder reported 
to me every year is backing a motorhome 

into something without a spotter, which 
typically earns a Dumber Award, as it 
did this year. The second most frequent 
is a toss-up between black-water and 
dinghy-vehicle issues, both of which 
are also included in this year’s list of 10 
mishaps. While many of these mishaps, 
rated from Dumb (No. 10) to Dumbest 
(No. 1), are admittedly unique, the fact 
that they happened to fellow RVers 
means that they can happen again. 
Awareness will hopefully reduce the 
chances of them happening to you. 
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No. 10 Diesel Pusher 
Towing a dinghy in gear or with 
the emergency brake on are two 
expensive mistakes that can easily be 
avoided by using a checklist attached 
to the coach’s visor. The following 
unusual mishap suggests a third item 
to add to that checklist. 

Bill had fi lled up his diesel 
pusher the night before leaving the 
campground so he could make it all 
the way home, 500 miles, nonstop. At 
the crack of dawn, he packed up the 
coach, attached the dinghy vehicle and 
hit the road. 

His family greeted him as he 
pulled up in front of his house and 
turned off the engine. But everyone 
heard an engine still running. OOPS! 
In his haste to leave, Bill hadn’t 
shut off the dinghy vehicle’s engine. 
Jokingly, his son asked, “Did the car 
push the coach all the way home?”  

No. 9 Sideview Vision  
Gordy was driving his Class A 
motorhome on an interstate — pulling 
a trailer loaded with an ATV — when 
the sky opened up with rain so heavy 
that he could barely see the road. He 
put on the fl ashers and maneuvered 
to the side of the road to wait it 
out. Just then, his wife looked at 
their rearview camera monitor and 
screamed in horror, “The trailer’s 
gone!” The thought of a trailer 
sitting somewhere on the highway 
in a blinding storm panicked them 
both. Gordy immediately called 911 
and explained that he had just lost a 
trailer on the interstate. He was told 
that because of the storm, it would 

be some time before the state patrol 
could assist them. The rain continued 
so hard that they stayed in the coach 
for another 15 minutes, all the time 
dreading the worst. When it fi nally let 
up, Gordy went back to check out the 
damage and found the trailer hooked 
to the motorhome just where it was 
supposed to be.  

Admittedly puzzled, Gordy 
re-entered the cab, looked again at 
the camera monitor, and noticed that 
the view was from the driver’s-side 
camera, which was indeed looking 
back down the empty highway. He 
realized that when he turned on the 
fl ashers, the camera system had 
switched from the rearview to the 
driver’s-side view. He called back 911 
and told them that they had found the 
trailer. He hung up when the operator 
asked where they had found it! 

No. 8 Here Kitty, Kitty  
After buying groceries, Rick and 
Mary became preoccupied transfer-
ring items from the shopping cart 
into their coach at the far end of the 
parking lot. Once everything was 
securely stowed, Rick drove through 
the lot onto a busy street, turned 
at the fi rst intersection and pulled 
into a busy gas station a half-block 
away. While waiting in line at the 
pump, Mary noticed that their 20-
year-old cat, Bob, was not with them. 
Assuming that he must have escaped 
at their last stop, Rick grabbed a 
walkie-talkie and hurried back to the 
grocery store on foot. 

Meanwhile, Mary had pulled their 
motorhome up to the pump, got out 
and “couldn’t believe her eyes” when 
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she noticed Bob near some bushes 
beside the gas station. After gathering 
him into her arms, she called Rick 
with the good news. I’m still trying to 
visualize Bob frantically following his 
home as it meandered the quarter-
mile from the store to the gas station, 
“Wait for me!” Talk about cats having 
nine lives, this guy defi nitely used up 
one on that occasion! 

No. 7 Runaway Lucky  
Arriving at a local campground, Bev 
parked her Class C in a pull-through 
site and unhitched the dinghy, 
leaving it behind her motorhome. 
The next morning it was gone. She 
ran to neighboring campers in tears, 
shouting, “Somebody stole my car!” 
No one had seen or heard anything. 
Shortly thereafter, a friend arrived. 
After some hysterics from Bev about 

her loss, the friend said she thought 
she saw her car down at the entrance 
to the campground.  

They walked down the slight 
incline to the entrance and sure 
enough, there was her car. Bev had 
locked the doors, but left the car in 
NEUTRAL with the emergency brake 
off. Handprints on the dirty hood 
and side mirror suggested vandals 
had pushed the car backward out 
of the site onto the incline. From 
there, it proceeded across several 
tiers of campsites narrowly missing 
trees, picnic tables and fi re rings, 
eventually stopping when the frame 
got hung up on a large concrete block. 
The rear bumper had some serious 
scratches and one rear tire was off 
the ground. The tow bill came to 
$150. The dinghy, which she now calls 
“Lucky,” is once again parked behind 
Bev’s motorhome — in gear with the 
emergency brake on. 

“the tire tore and smoked, causing havoc 
on the highway as cars swerved to avoid 
the shredded rubber.”

When traveling with pets, whenever a door or window has 
been opened, always ensure that the animals are on board 
before moving the motorhome. 
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handed her the ax so she could start 
chipping away a trench below his 
legs, which were sticking out under 
the front bumper. Ten minutes later, 
with her pulling and him pushing, Bill 
wiggled his way along the trench until 
free. In hindsight, Bill agreed that 
starting the engine and lowering the 
jack might have worked, providing his 
wife made sure the transmission was 
in PARK and the emergency brake on. 

No. 5 NASCAR in the Rearview  
Pulling a boat trailer with their Class 

C motorhome, Norm hit a dip in the 
highway and immediately heard a loud 
BANG. He looked in his rearview mirror 
and saw what he thought “looked like a 
NASCAR race complete with smoke and 
swerving cars.” Pulling over to the side, 
he got out to see what had happened.  

It all started back home when 
Norm bought a 16-inch hitch-receiver 
extension to accommodate his family’s 
four bikes on a rack between the RV 
and the boat. When he hit the dip, the 
weight of the bikes put downward 
pressure on Norm’s extended hitch 
setup, snapping two of the four bolts 
holding the receiver to the coach and 
forcing it down toward the road. The 
brunt of the impact was taken by the 
boat trailer’s spare tire mounted near 
the coupler. The tire tore and smoked, 
causing havoc on the highway as cars 
swerved to avoid the shredded rubber. 

No. 6 Frozen  
Bill and Sheila were fall camping with 
their granddaughter, who was enjoying 
the new fallen snow. After a weekend 
of lowering temperatures, it was time 
to leave. Unfortunately, the support 
jacks on their older motorhome, two 
in the back and one centrally located 
in the front, were frozen to the ground. 
The motors labored but the jacks 
weren’t budging. Bill took a hatchet 
underneath and starting chipping away 
at the ice covering the bases of the 
rear jacks. That seemed to work OK 
— both jacks retracted. So he crawled 
under the front between the jack and 
the wheel and continued chipping. 
After several minutes, the jack base 
retracted and the front axle came 
crashing down, pinning Bill underneath 
on his stomach.  

Sheila came running out to see 
what happened. Her suggestion was 
to start the engine and lower the jack, 
but Bill, slightly panicky, wasn’t at 
all comfortable with that! Instead, he 
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Lower leveling jacks onto dry boards to help prevent freezing 
and sinking. If the jacks malfunction, always support the 
vehicle at the frame before attempting to free/repair them.
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Fortunately, no one was injured.  
A wrecker towed the boat to their 

campground, where Norm installed a 
new hitch receiver and bought a new 
tire at a cost of $500. Norm has since 
tossed the extension and now carries 
two of his bikes in the boat and two 
hanging on a rack attached to the 
motor home’s ladder.  

I mentioned to Norm that carrying 
two full-size bikes on an aluminum RV 
ladder might result in a bent ladder (it 
did in my case). As an alternative when 
towing his trailer, he might consider 
installing a front-mounted bike rack. 

Helpful hint: In addition to adding to 
the loaded weight of your motorhome 
(thereby reducing the available cargo 
carrying capacity), adding anything 
to the front or rear bumper can also 
impact the gross axle weight rating 
of the vehicle. Always weigh your 
motorhome (and in this case with the 
boat trailer) loaded and ready for travel 
(including bikes) to make sure the 
motorhome is not overloaded. 

No. 4 Y Back Up  
When Yogi and Judy purchased their 
new Class A motorhome, the dealer 
advised them to never back up without 
having a spotter stand behind and to 
the side of the coach. Of course, all of 
us MotorHome readers already know 
that, don’t we? A year into their RVing 
adventures, they pulled into a small 
campground with a narrow, slightly 
uphill entrance leading to the offi ce. 
After checking in, they disconnected 
the dinghy vehicle and Judy drove it to 
their assigned site back down the hill. 
They agreed that Yogi would wait for 
her return. 

After parking the car, Judy started 
walking up the hill. Tired of waiting, 
Yogi decided to back down on his 
own. Using his side mirrors, he could 
clearly see both sides of the road. 

Always use a spotter when backing up (and have a rearview-
camera system installed). What you can’t see can stop you 
abruptly — and can cause considerable damage as well. 

advised them to never back up without 

“After a couple 
of professional 
cleanings failed 
to eliminate the 
[black-water] 
stench, they 
had all of their 
carpets replaced.”

What he didn’t realize is that the 
road branched in the shape of a Y 
and what he was looking at was the 
left and right sides of two different 
roads. At the junction of the Y was a 
large tree, which stopped the coach 
abruptly before Judy could warn 
him. As she got to the driver’s side 
window, Yogi shrieked, “I don’t get it! 
I could see the whole road so I’m not 
sure what I hit.” She calmly replied, 
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“You hit a tree — which wasn’t on the 
road!” After $1,300 in repairs and the 
dealer’s advice now tattooed on their 
brains, the coach was like new again.  

 
No. 3 Mmm, Mmm, Not So Good  
With the high price of fuel, Floyd was 
concerned about fuel costs for their 
diesel pusher. Knowing that a frugal 
friend had various diesel engines 
running on biodiesel for half the price 

of ordinary diesel, Floyd arranged 
to purchase a 55-gallon drum of it 
from him. He then pumped the entire 
contents into their coach’s tank, 
“getting hungry in the process since 
the fuel smelled like chicken soup.” 

Due to personal circumstances, Floyd 
couldn’t travel during that summer. 
However, in November he “cranked 
her up and took off for parts unknown!” 
Parts unknown turned out to be a 
half-mile down the road. After a $1,500 
tow, the repair facility power-washed 
and steam-cleaned the fuel tanks, then 
cleaned the fuel lines and injectors, all 
for $2,600. 

Turns out that the biodiesel was 
indeed a byproduct of Campbell Soup, 
which gelled to chicken fat as the 
weather cooled. Floyd said he hasn’t 
been able to eat chicken soup since 
that fateful day. 

 
No. 2 Black-water Woe  
For whatever reason, some guys want 
to clean the inside walls of their black-
water tanks as if they were going to eat 
lunch in there. Remember the fellow 
who said he never did anything dumb, 
until his wife reminded him otherwise? 
That guy was Henry and here’s his story.  

To really clean the black-water 
tank in his Class A, Henry reasoned 
that he would close off the discharge 
valve and run the black-tank flush for 
about 10 minutes until the tank was 
full of water, then drain it along with 
every speck of crud that was in there. 
This reasoning occurred in spite of a 
sign by the flusher valve: Caution. The 
sewer valve must be open when using 
this inlet. Ten minutes seemed like a 
long enough time for Henry to grab 
a cup of java and sit outside with his 
wife for a little chat. Upon hearing a 
loud BANG, Henry knew immediately 
that his 10 minutes was up!  

Before he could get the black-tank 
flush turned off, pressure inside the 
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Although some motorhome engines are designed to run on a 
small percentage of biodiesel, check with the engine manu-
facturer first to determine the recommended fuel. Not all 
biodiesel is created equal. 
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Always give your full attention 
to the black-tank flush system when 
in use. If you need to fill the tank with 
water, it’s best to pour buckets of water 
down the toilet to prevent tank rupture. 
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tank broke the toilet valve and smelly 
black water overfl owed throughout 
their motorhome. After a couple 
of professional cleanings failed to 
eliminate the stench, they had all of 
their carpets replaced. I’m still not 
sure why Henry couldn’t remember 
doing anything dumb, considering the 
bill came to $2,200. 

No. 1 The Nose Knows  
Louie took delivery of a brand-new 
motorhome, driving it from the 
dealership to his home. The next 
weekend he drove to a nearby 
campground with his family. When 
he stopped at the check-in, he got a 
faint whiff of gasoline, but since the 
coach had been running smoothly, he 
didn’t think much of it. Upon returning 
home at the end of the weekend, he 
got out and again smelled gasoline, 
so he booked an appointment at the 
dealership for them to check it out.  

A week later, cruising down the 
freeway on his way to the dealership 
with Mannheim Steamroller blaring 
from the CD player, Louie said he 
felt like he was “in absolute heaven.” 
Exiting the freeway, he smelled 
smoke and thought that someone was 
having a backyard barbecue … until 
he realized that the smoke was inside 
the coach. Pulling over to the side of 
the nearest street, he managed to exit 
the coach just as it fi lled with smoke. A 
policeman stopped him from re-enter-
ing to get the fi re extinguisher, saying, 
“The insurance company owns it now.” 
Apparently, a bracket holding the fuel 
line had broken, allowing gasoline to 
be sprayed across the hot engine. All 
the fi re department could do was put 
out the fl ames of a charred hulk. Louie 
has since replaced the motorhome and 
his beloved Mannheim Steamroller 
CD, and continues to spend many a 
camping trip in absolute heaven. 

The author would like to thank 
all those RVers who shared their 
mishaps so that others can benefi t 
from their experiences. As usual, 
names were changed to prevent 

people from being identifi ed … only 
the winners will know who they are. 

If you’ve done something dumb 
while RVing, please email the author 
at captnmac@shaw.ca, describing your 
mishap and how it might have been 
prevented. You may have to ask your 
signifi cant other to help you remember! 
With any, ahem, luck, you just might 
recognize yourself as one of the winners 
of next year’s RV Oops Awards. 

(800) 685-4298 or (303) 651-5500    www.aquahot.com
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If you smell gasoline, do NOT 
drive the vehicle until the problem can 
be identifi ed and repaired. 
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TRAV’LER

 FOR THE 3RD 
CONSECUTIVE 

YEAR

AWARD WINNING 
ANTENNAS
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Action Hero

TEST 

Winnebago’s smallest Adventurer is ready for big fun with 
four slideouts and plenty of living space

It wasn’t that long ago that a 
quad-slideout motorhome was 
considered the pinnacle of luxury, 

the ultimate expression of the mobile 
lifestyle. All you had to say was, “It’s a 
quad-slide …” and whatever came next 
didn’t really matter. Of course, since 
then, we’ve seen a lot of interesting de-
velopments in motorhome fl oorplans, 
including full-wall slideouts that have 
become commonplace in both gas 
and diesel platforms. But there’s still 
a certain mystique about a Class A 
motorhome with four slideouts, and 
something very intriguing about one 
that is only 34 feet in total length. 

The Adventurer line represents 

Winnebago’s best efforts in the Class 
A gas segment, and though its 32D 
is the smallest, it by no means gives 
up anything but overall length to 
its three larger siblings (35P, 37F, 
38Q). In fact, for many, it may be the 
ideal motorhome — not too big on 
the outside, but with plenty of room 
for entertaining inside. Part of the 
credit naturally goes to the opposing 
slideouts, but the addition of Win-
nebago’s InLounge couch, accompany-
ing InTable system and a welcoming 
kitchen/entertainment area make this 
motorhome perfect for entertaining a 
party of up to six. We know — we did it.

Sport bikes are a big part of our 

family’s lifestyle — we ride them on 
the street, tour on them and occasion-
ally enjoy getting together at the track 
to put our riding skills to the test. So 
when we heard of a track day at one 
of our favorite venues in Arizona, we 
loaded up the Adventurer and headed 
out to Phoenix to meet up with the rest 
of the clan. Our basic gear was easily 
accommodated by the voluminous 
outdoor storage compartments, 
the middle of which are semi pass-
through; that is, the part that actually 
passes through to the other side is 
only tall enough for a folding table and 
chairs, which is exactly what we used 
it for. Some outdoor carpet, a portable 
Weber grill and other supplies fi t in 
the larger spaces with plenty of room 

ABOVE: The Adventurer’s Black Walnut full-body paint, automotive-style front fascia and tinted windows give the coach an upscale appearance.

By Chris Hemer
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to spare, but we were mystifi ed by the 
baggage-door arrangement. All of the 
doors on the curbside swing up, while 
the ones on the streetside are a combi-
nation of side opening and top opening. 
Having access to the batteries and 
hydraulics through one streetside door 
and the electronics through another, 
however, is a thoughtful and welcome 
feature.

As is typical of Ford chassis 
motorhomes, the drive was defi nitely 
not the best part of our trip — the V-10 
engine is harsh and noisy, the brakes 
felt only adequate and the steering 
was both vague and notchy at times. 
Keeping the Adventurer in its own lane 

with the prevailing desert winds was 
an adventure unto itself, requiring 
constant attention. If this were our 
motorhome, some extra sound-
deadening material in the doghouse 
area and a few suspension upgrades 
for better handling would be the fi rst 
orders of business.

The cockpit is well-laid-out, and 
all of the must-haves are within easy 
reach, including those that you’ll 
need when you get to camp, like the 
auto-leveling system and generator 
controls. The Ultraleather driver and 
front passenger seats are comfort-
able and supportive enough, and the 
passenger seat features a manually 
activated footrest and a worksta-
tion that slides out from the dash. 
The footrest is really too close to the 
dash to be effective during travel, 
but it is nice to have when entertain-
ing — which made us wonder why the 
driver’s seat wasn’t similarly equipped. 
Turning either seat to face the living 
area requires a carefully orchestrated 
process of moving the seats back and 
forth, raising/lowering arm rests and 
reclining/raising the seatbacks. Once 
you get the hang of it, it goes pretty 
quickly — but since most of us don’t 
use our motorhomes every day, the 
process must be relearned every time 
it’s used. It’s a little frustrating, but 
not nearly as much as the all-in-one 
“infotainment” system with radio/
navigation/DVD player/side-rear 

TEST   W I N N E B A G O  A D V E N T U R E R  3 2 D

WHAT’S HOT 

WHAT’S NOT 

Quad slides, great entertaining space, 
excellent fi t and fi nish

Noisy V-10 engine, numb steering, no night-
stands with king bed, infotainment system

camera display (a $1,610 option). 
Clearly, all of these features were too 
much for its tiny electronic brain — 
and as a result, it couldn’t perform all 
of the functions correctly. Using the 
turn signals caused the radio to turn 
off while the unit struggled to display 
the side view, which usually took fi ve 
or more seconds. The navigation 
unit routinely froze, and changing 
radio stations on the touch screen 
was absolutely maddening — it took 
the system two or more seconds to 
respond to a command for a different 
channel. We would tell you who makes 
this electronic annoyance, but the 
manufacturer’s name isn’t on the 
faceplate. No surprise — we wouldn’t 
want to take credit for it either.

Happily, the problem with the in-

The 32D fl oorplan is perfect for entertaining, with a U-shaped dinette and a table large enough 
to accommodate four full-size adults. On the streetside, the galley has plenty of storage and 
countertop space, and the 42-inch TV is well-positioned for viewing from any seating area.

Bath has just the right amount of space with 
a roomy corner shower, porcelain toilet and 
mirrored medicine cabinet with vanity lights.
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We used to promise each other vacations that never seemed to happen.
Trips that got pushed back because of work or the kids or things that just
seemed more important at the time. Well, we’ve waited long enough.

Talk to an RV Lending Specialist about your options today.
Call 855.282.6564 or visit suntrust.com/RV.

Lending subject to normal credit criteria. SunTrust is a member of the National Marine Lenders Association. 
SunTrust Bank, Member FDIC. ©2015 SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust and How can we help you shine? are federally registered service marks of SunTrust Banks, Inc.
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fotainment unit was the exception on 
this motorhome. Once we got to our 
destination in the wind-blown pit area, 
we activated the automatic leveling 
system, deployed the slides and turned 
on the generator. Soon, we were 
relaxing in air-conditioned splendor, 
the envy of every rider at the track. The 
Adventurer’s attractive Black Walnut 
full-body paint scheme combined with 
black tinted windows drew more than 
its fair share of attention, with several 
enthusiasts stopping by to inquire 
about the fl oorplan, cost and other 
details. Out in the boonies and without 
a cable hookup, we couldn’t watch TV, 
so instead were content to watch the 
DVD collection of the series "Friends" 
on the 42-inch LG TV as we prepared a 
simple (but delicious) dinner of rib-eye 
steaks and roasted potatoes. A wash-
ing-machine drum fi lled with mesquite 
embers took care of the steaks, while 
the potatoes were roasted in foil on the 
Weber grill we brought along. We might 
have watched a little TV on the optional 
exterior entertainment center ($1,253) 
that slides out of an exterior compart-
ment, but we didn’t want to show off, 
and ambient noise at the track made 
hearing dialogue diffi cult anyway.

When the food was ready, we 
pressed the InLounge and InTable 
systems into service. The ends of the 
couch pull out like large drawers, 
forming a U-shaped sofa that easily 
seats four full-size adults. Deploying 
them wasn’t what we’d call effortless, 
but the system worked as designed 

and the couch was comfortable. It also 
worked magnifi cently with the InTable, 
which is pulled into place and expanded 
courtesy of two large leaves. With two 
folding chairs placed in the aisle, six 
diners were seated comfortably and 
the table wasn’t even crowded. When 
not in use, the InTable stows cleverly 
beneath a shelf located in the hall 
between the living/bedroom areas. It 
looks like a built-in piece of furniture 
(save for the straps that keep it secured 
during travel) and the shelf above it 
works wonderfully as a catchall for 
keys, wallets and sunglasses — plus 
it’s equipped with 120-volt AC outlets 
and USB ports, making it easy to charge 
phones and tablets. 

Next to the table storage area, 
as you work your way back, is a huge 
storage compartment that we used to 
stash blankets, pillows, towels and a 
couple of duffel bags. Optionally, it can 
house a washer/dryer, but we really ap-
preciated the extra space here for our 
stuff, and the shelves are adjustable. 
The bisected door folds as it is opened 
too, so it doesn’t take much room to 
open it fully.

Across the hall is the bathroom, 
which has all the room most people 
are ever going to need. In the right 
corner is the sink vanity with plenty of 
counterspace and a good-sized sink, 
above which is a mirrored medicine 
cabinet. There’s also storage space 
below. In the left corner is a radius 
shower with clamshell glass doors, 
which was attractive and functional. It 

FIND OUT WHY MANY 
EXPERTS CONSIDER RV 
ARMOR THE ULTIMATE  
RV ROOFING SOLUTION
www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR  
(855-782-7667)

RV ARMOR is the “Direct 
Bond” new RV roof system with 
a manufactured, custom fit

Bonds directly over:
  • rubber   • metal
  • fiberglass  • wood decking

RV ARMOR is a Federally Registered Trademark 
of RV Armor, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

NEVER GET  
ON YOUR  
ROOF AGAIN!

RV ARMOR is lightweight: Seamless,  
and maintenance free

RV ARMOR is convenient: Don’t 
Move! We’ll come to you and install 
your new roof. Two-day process with 
nationwide service.

RV ARMOR is permanent: Lifetime 
material and labor warranty. Tracked 
by the VIN #

RV ARMOR is affordable: Less 
expensive than a traditional roof 
replacement

fotainment unit was the exception on 
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GET ON THE ROAD TO BIGGER REWARDS!

UP TO

IN BONUS REC  
REWARDS POINTS*

APPLY TODAY  
TO EARN

*O�er subject to credit approval. Cardholders will earn five (5) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases spent on Good Sam Club related products and services made on their Account rounded to the nearest dollar. 
“Good Sam Club eligible purchases,” are defined as products and services purchased from Good Sam Enterprises, LLC and its a�liates and partners, including but not limited to the following: Coast to Coast, Camping World, 
Good Sam, TL Enterprises, and NGIC. Cardholders will earn three (3) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made at any retail establishments that classify their merchant location to Visa as Campgrounds and Trailer 
Parks within the U.S. and Canada. For all other purchases made anywhere else, Cardholders will earn one (1) point for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made on their Account rounded to the nearest dollar. A one-time 
bonus award of (2,000) Rec Rewards Points will be awarded to new cardholders after the first purchase is posted to the Account. Bonus Rec Rewards Points will be posted approximately 30 days after the initial qualifying 
transaction. This rewards program is provided by Comenity Capital Bank and its terms may discontinue or change at any time. For information about the rates, fees, other costs, and the reward program rules (including point 
accrual rate, bonus point awards, etc.) and benefits associated with the use of this credit card program please visit www.comenity.net/goodsamcampingworld for complete terms and conditions.

** Standard variable ARP of 24.99%, 19.99% and 13.99% based on Prime Rate and your credit worthiness. Balance transfer and Cash Advance APR of 25.99% based on Prime Rate. Minimum interest charged is $2.00 per credit 
plan. O�er subject to credit approval. 

The Good Sam | Camping World Visa® and Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license from Visa®  U.S.A. Inc. VISA is a registered trademark of Visa International Service Association and used 
under license.  GCR40585 - 0515

APPLY TODAY! CALL: 1-844-271-2591 CLICK: GoodSamCampingWorldVisa.com 
or Visit a Camping World SuperCenter near you!

REDEEM for cash back as a statement credit, Good 
Sam memberships, restaurant, retail and gas gift cards, 
PLUS MUCH MORE!

2,000 BONUS POINTS the first time you use your 
card for a purchase (up to $25 value)

NO ANNUAL FEE**

30 EXTRA DAYS FOR RETURNS 
on Camping World purchases made with the card

FOR EVERY $1 SPENT
5 POINTS  
at Camping World and on Good Sam purchases

3 POINTS  
at private campgrounds across the U.S. and Canada

1 POINT  
everywhere else VISA® is accepted
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Winnebago Industries Inc.  
641-585-3535, winnebagoind.com
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Specifi cations
Chassis
Model  Ford
Engine  V-10
SAE Hp  362 @ 4,750 rpm
Torque  457 lb-ft @ 3,250 rpm
Transmission  5-speed automatic
Axle Ratio  5.38:1
Front Tires  235/80R22.5
Rear Tires    235/80R22.5
Wheelbase  228”
Brakes  Disc with ABS
Suspension F/R  Leaf/leaf
Fuel Capacity  80 gal
Fuel Economy  8.64 mpg
Warranty (bumper to  3 years, 36,000 miles 
bumper, powertrain) 

Coach
Exterior Length  34’ 1”
Exterior Width  8’ 5.5”
Exterior Height  12’ 5” 
Interior Width  8’ 0.5”
Interior Height  7’
Construction Steel cab structure, aluminum 

framing, laminated walls, 
polystyrene foam insulation

Freshwater Capacity  58 gal
Black-Water Capacity  56 gal
Gray-Water Capacity  40 gal
Water-Heater Capacity  10 gal
LP-Gas Capacity  23 gal
Air Conditioner  (2) 13,500 Btu
Furnace  35,000 Btu
Refrigerator  12 cu ft
Inverter/Charger  (2,000 watts/100 amps) 
Battery (4) AGM 12-volt 
AC generator  5.5 kW 
MSRP  $171,438
MSRP as tested  $179,326
Warranty 1 year/15,000 miles basic; 
 3 years, 36,000 miles structure

Wet Weight
(Water and water heater, fuel and LP-gas tanks 
full, no supplies or passengers)
Front Axle  7,200 lbs
Rear Axle  12,400 lbs 
Total  19,600 lbs

Chassis Ratings
GAWR F/R  8,000/15,000 lbs
GVWR/GCWR  22,000/26,000 lbs
ROCCC   2,400 lbs
GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR Gross Combination Weight Rating
ROCCC Realistic Occupant and Cargo 
 Carrying Capacity

Opposing slideouts make for a roomy bedroom with king-size bed, 32-inch TV and abundant 
cabinetry. The rear window and ceiling fan are nice touches.

accommodated the different body sizes 
in our group with ease, and the metal, 
residential-style showerhead and 
skylight were welcome touches. The 
space also has a porcelain toilet with 
foot fl ush, and a small storage cabinet 
just inside the door. Overall, the space 
works well, but the residential-style 
ceiling fan — which looks nice and is 
quiet — isn’t quite as effective as a good 
ol’-fashioned roof vent.

The bedroom features opposing 
slides for the headboard and wardrobe. 
The test unit was equipped with the 
optional king bed, which you may 
prefer if you have one in your home, 
but we would have stuck with the 
standard queen. Equipped as it was, 
the bed was nearly wedged into place, 
leaving no room on either side for 
nightstands. We had to put phones, 
water bottles, books and the like 
alongside us on either side of the bed, 
which isn’t a very elegant solution. 
However, the wardrobe at the foot of 
the bed was very well executed with 
space for hanging clothes, and lots 
of drawer space. And, the 32-inch TV 
is located smack dab in the middle, 
where it should be. Below the TV is a 
space where you can put a satellite 
receiver, and there are connections 
to accommodate it. We also liked the 
sconces on either side of the bed, the 
ceiling fan and the rear window, which 
admitted welcome light in the morning. 

After a comfortable night’s rest, we 
rose early to make breakfast for the 
crew. There’s more than enough space 
on the Corian countertops for food-prep 
duties, and the three-burner stove 
has a Corian cover if you need extra 
room, as does the large double-bowl 
stainless-steel sink. Cabinetry here is 
well-made and plentiful, and we liked 
the large slideout spice racks (or small 
slideout pantries, depending on how you 
view them). The optional wood-front, 
four-door refrigerator/freezer ($2,485) 
drew high marks for its space and func-
tionality, and it kept all of our beverages 
nice and cold as the temperature 
outside neared triple digits. MCD solar 
and blackout shades throughout the 
motorhome were deployed at various 
times throughout the day to keep the 
interior cool and dark, and when light 
was required, there were no worries 
about the bright LED fi xtures raising the 
interior temps.

All in all, it was a great trip — and 
much of the enjoyment came courtesy of 
this motorhome. Despite its few fl aws, 
it was plain to see that Winnebago is 
continuing to put its best foot forward 
with the Adventurer product line — but 
perhaps more importantly, it’s keeping 
the reputation of the mighty quad-slide 
alive in the 32D. 
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866-9-RV-CENTER | CampingWorld.com/RV

rv sales serviceaccessories

receive $500 off every motorized rv purchase!†

upgrade your
tailgating
experience 
with a new rv!

$356/mo.^ or $49,995*

New 2015 Thor Motor Coach
Freedom Elite 22E
Oakwood, GA  |  Stk. #ORV537904  |  MSRP $76,768
Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 180 mos.

$519/mo.^ or $87,127*

New 2015 Winnebago
Era 170A
Katy, TX  |  Stk. #KAT554407  |  MSRP $114,012
Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.

$405/mo.^ or $67,595*

New 2015 Winnebago
Trend 23B
Charleston, SC  |  Stk. #CHN518404  |  MSRP $91,676
Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.

$579/mo.^ or $97,246*

New 2015 Thor Motor Coach
Miramar 32.1
Little Rock, AR  |  Stk. #LIT512566  |  MSRP $136,958
Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.

$439/mo.^ or $73,995*

New 2015 Fleetwood
Storm 28F
Redding, CA  |  Stk. #RED539828  |  MSRP $103,498
Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.

$919/mo.^ or $154,574*

New 2015 Itasca
Solei 38R
Spokane, WA  |  Stk. #SPO539433  |  MSRP $219,548
Payment based on 10% down @ 4.99% APR for 240 mos.

BUY AN RV & RECEIVE ACCESS TO Good Sam ELITE
GoodSamClub.com

* Government fees, state taxes, dealer fees and emissions testing charges as applicable will be added to comply with state vehicle codes. Freight and prep costs vary by state (Not applicable in CA, OH, TX, TN, GA 
or UT). Inventory and fl oorplans vary by location, not all advertised manufacturers available at participating dealers. New units will be delivered from the nearest authorized dealer. Contact your area dealer for 
availability. VIN numbers posted at dealership. ̂ Payments to qualifi ed buyers with approved credit. Subject to lender terms. †Discount can be applied to new and used units. Must be presented at time of purchase. 
Prior sales excluded. Not applicable on wholesale units. Cannot be combined with any other CWRV Sales promotion or used as a down payment. Advertised inventory available at time of production. New unit 
photography for illustration purposes only. May not be combined with any other o§ er and not applicable to prior sales. O§ ers valid at any Camping World RV Sales or FreedomRoads dealer only. See dealer for 
details. O§ ers expire 9/9/15. FR041487-0515
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SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com   To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH Product Protection Plan available° Flat shipping fee applies

CA
04

174
1

ENTER TO WIN THE ULTIMATE 
TAILGATING PACKAGE! NOWW THRU SEEPT. 66TH

Visit any Camping World SuperCenter nationwide or go to 
CampingWorld.com/Tailgate to enter and for complete details and rules.

PRICES EXPIRE 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2015

Take-Out Seat #74249
Foldable footrest plus foldable 
side tray with cup holder. | 

21"W

300 lb. 
capacity

Bonus removable cushion!

CLUB SALE
$ 4797 

Reg. $64.99

CLUB SALE
$ 5997 

Reg. $79.99

CLUB SALE
$7497 

Reg. $89.99

250 lb. 
capacity

EXCLUSIVE! Summit Chair #69705 
Extra-wide padded seat for extra 
comfort. | ° | 

EXCLUSIVE!

CLUB SALE

$ 4197 
Reg. $53.49

CLUB SALE

$ 19999 
 
Reg. $229.99

CLUB SALE

$7497 
Reg. $109.99

  NEW! Tailgaterz™ Game Day Buffet #81923
Stands 311⁄2"H x 235⁄8"W x 19"D. 
100 lb. capacity. | °

Folds to only 
3" thick

NEW!

More models available. Call, visit 
CampingWorld.com, or visit a 
SuperCenter near you for more models.

*FREE generator prep includes 
gasoline and oil.

EU2000i Companion™ 
CARB Compliant #43844 | ° | 

SEE STORE OR CALL 
FOR SPECIAL PRICING!

Blue Weber Q 1200 #81289(Mfr. #51080001)
Now in a fun color for your campsite, tailgate, back yard or 
patio! Accommodates whole chickens or roasts. Split grates 
allow use of optional griddle (sold separately). Porcelain 
enamel finish extends life of cast iron grates. | ° | 
Weber Q Portable Cart #72899 (Mfr. #6557)
Use it as a grill stand or as a trolley to transport any Q® model 
grill (not compatible with 100/200 series Weber® grills). and 
transport. 25"H x 29"W x 20"D open. 
Club SALE $69.99 Reg. $79.99 | ° | 

• 8500 BTUs
•  189 sq. in. 

cooking surface

Only 13.5"H x 14.3" dia.!
Pathway™ X1 Portable 
Satellite Antenna 
Black #75143         
White (not shown) #74562  
Automatically finds satellite. SD/HD 
DISH® compatible. | ° | 

CLUB SALE

$399 Reg. $439

DISH® ViP® 211z Satellite Television Receiver #73912
Pay only for the months you use. Only DISH lets you watch your 
favorite shows in HD. No charge to start or stop monthly service. 
Programming for as little as $49.99 per month! | 

FREEGENERATOR PREP UPONREQUEST!*

FREE 
FOR 3 MONTHS!*with activation of DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming.

NEW
LOWER PRICE!

•   SSSSAAAVVVEEE UUUUPPPP TTTTOOOO 55550000%%% OOOOOFFFFFFFFFF 
2-DAY ONLY SSSSSPPPPPEEEEECCCCCIIIIIAAAAALLLLLSSSS!!!!

• FFFFFFRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEEEE LLLLLLLLUUUUUUUUNNNNNNNNCCCCCCCCHHHHHHHH!!!!!!!!! 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

AT SUPERCENTERS NATIONWIDE

CLUB SALE

$ 19997 
Reg. $299.99

Portable Stainless Steel Ice 
Maker, Large #55033
Make up to 33 lbs. of ice per 
day. Makes 12 ice cubes in only 
14 minutes. | ° | 

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

$100
OFF

H T DEAL!
CLUB MEMBERS

YOUR CHOICE —
ONE LOW PRICE!

Grey Water Odor Control, 20 oz. #4175
Drain Valve Lubricant, 20 oz. #4179

CLUB SALE

$ 567 ea. 
Reg. $9.59 ea.

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

40%

OFF

* Important Terms and Conditions: Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality 
and o� ers subject to change without notice. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service 
disconnection within 24 hours. O� er subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Ad-
ditional restrictions may apply. Premium Channels: Premium o� er value is up to $57;after 3 months then-current everyday price applies unless you downgrade. O� ers end 10/30/15. HBO® and related 
channels and service marks are the property of Home Box O�  ce, Inc.
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Presented By

CLUB MEMBERS

SAVE   $100 on         TAILGATE GEAR!
Presented By

TO
UP

NEW! Here Today Gone Tomorrow 
Recliner #81931
All-weather, fade-resistant Oxford 
fabric on a corrosion-resistant steel 
frame with strong elastic cord. 
Removable pillow. Ergonomic poly 
armrests for easy in and out. | ° | 

NEW!

$50 OFF
HONDA

GENERATORS!

H T DEAL!

EXCLUSIVE! Greek Design Patio Mats, 6' x 9'
Other sizes available.
Black/Gray #82061    Wine/Cream #82064    
Coffee/Taupe #82062 Navy/Light Blue #82063

Black/Gray

CLUB SALE
$ 2497 

Reg. $49.99

Wine/
Cream

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

50%

OFF
Coffee/
Taupe

Navy/Light 
Blue

EXCLUSIVE!

EXCLUSIVE! 
RV Leveling Blocks, 
10-Pack #56865/#24733  
30,000 lb. capacity. 
81⁄2" x 81⁄2" x 1" ea.

CLUB SALE
$ 2297 

Reg. $38.49

EXCLUSIVE!

CL
U

B 
M

EM
BERS SAVE

40%

OFF

$1000VALUE!

OVER

FFFFRRRRIIIIDDDDAAAAYYYY,, AAAAUUUUUGGGGG... 22221111 tstst AND SSSSAAAATTTTUUUURRRDDDAAAYYY,, AAAUUUGGG.. 22222222 dnd

PPPLLLUUUSSS!

5 cup

3 cup

11⁄2 cup

Collapsible Prep 
Bowls, 3-Pack #72922

CLUB SALE
$ 1047 

Reg. $17.49

CL
U

B 
M

EM

BERS SAVE

40%

OFF

CLUB MEMBERS
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SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.857.6625    |    CampingWorld.com   To request a FREE CATALOG, go online or call & mention code MZ MH Product Protection Plan available° Flat shipping fee applies

CA
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1

ENTER TO WIN THE ULTIMATE 
TAILGATING PACKAGE! NOWW THRU SEEPT. 66TH

Visit any Camping World SuperCenter nationwide or go to 
CampingWorld.com/Tailgate to enter and for complete details and rules.

PRICES EXPIRE 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2015

Take-Out Seat #74249
Foldable footrest plus foldable 
side tray with cup holder. | 

21"W

300 lb. 
capacity

Bonus removable cushion!

CLUB SALE
$ 4797 

Reg. $64.99

CLUB SALE
$ 5997 

Reg. $79.99

CLUB SALE
$7497 

Reg. $89.99

250 lb. 
capacity

EXCLUSIVE! Summit Chair #69705 
Extra-wide padded seat for extra 
comfort. | ° | 

EXCLUSIVE!

CLUB SALE

$ 4197 
Reg. $53.49

CLUB SALE

$ 19999 
 
Reg. $229.99

CLUB SALE

$7497 
Reg. $109.99

  NEW! Tailgaterz™ Game Day Buffet #81923
Stands 311⁄2"H x 235⁄8"W x 19"D. 
100 lb. capacity. | °

Folds to only 
3" thick

NEW!

More models available. Call, visit 
CampingWorld.com, or visit a 
SuperCenter near you for more models.

*FREE generator prep includes 
gasoline and oil.

EU2000i Companion™ 
CARB Compliant #43844 | ° | 

SEE STORE OR CALL 
FOR SPECIAL PRICING!

Blue Weber Q 1200 #81289(Mfr. #51080001)
Now in a fun color for your campsite, tailgate, back yard or 
patio! Accommodates whole chickens or roasts. Split grates 
allow use of optional griddle (sold separately). Porcelain 
enamel finish extends life of cast iron grates. | ° | 
Weber Q Portable Cart #72899 (Mfr. #6557)
Use it as a grill stand or as a trolley to transport any Q® model 
grill (not compatible with 100/200 series Weber® grills). and 
transport. 25"H x 29"W x 20"D open. 
Club SALE $69.99 Reg. $79.99 | ° | 

• 8500 BTUs
•  189 sq. in. 

cooking surface

Only 13.5"H x 14.3" dia.!
Pathway™ X1 Portable 
Satellite Antenna 
Black #75143         
White (not shown) #74562  
Automatically finds satellite. SD/HD 
DISH® compatible. | ° | 

CLUB SALE

$399 Reg. $439

DISH® ViP® 211z Satellite Television Receiver #73912
Pay only for the months you use. Only DISH lets you watch your 
favorite shows in HD. No charge to start or stop monthly service. 
Programming for as little as $49.99 per month! | 

FREEGENERATOR PREP UPONREQUEST!*

FREE 
FOR 3 MONTHS!*with activation of DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming.

NEW
LOWER PRICE!

•   SSSSAAAVVVEEE UUUUPPPP TTTTOOOO 55550000%%% OOOOOFFFFFFFFFF 
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AT SUPERCENTERS NATIONWIDE
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* Important Terms and Conditions: Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality 
and o� ers subject to change without notice. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service 
disconnection within 24 hours. O� er subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Ad-
ditional restrictions may apply. Premium Channels: Premium o� er value is up to $57;after 3 months then-current everyday price applies unless you downgrade. O� ers end 10/30/15. HBO® and related 
channels and service marks are the property of Home Box O�  ce, Inc.
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By Kristopher Bunker

Outfitting Your Coach
If it ain’t here, you probably don’t need it
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Motorhomes truly are a ticket to freedom. They allow us to travel 
around the country — and beyond — while still enjoying the comforts of 
our own food, personal belongings and, perhaps most importantly, our 

own bed. But in order to gain that comfort, there are a wide variety of products 
available designed specifically for the RV market. Problem is, when faced with 
fully stocking a coach for life on the road, it’s a difficult proposition to know where 
to begin. Until now.

We’ve compiled a guide to the accessories and appliances that will either 
deck out your motorhome with upgrades or replace worn or old items. The guide 
is broken down into specific categories to make it easy to navigate. It’s a great 
reference tool for future projects. 

Automotive
Batteries 6
Whether starting the motorhome 
engine or powering the appliances and 
accessories to make 
life on the road com-
fortable, batteries 
play a critical role. 
Popular choices 
include maintenance-
free, 6- and 12-volt 

MotorHome’s Guide to
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deep-cycle, open cell and absorbed 
glass mat (AGM) confi gurations. It’s 
easy to fi nd the battery that works best 
for your needs. 
Exide Technologies, www.exide.com
Fullriver Battery USA, www.fullriverbattery.com
Interstate, www.interstatebatteries.com
Lifeline Batteries, www.lifelinebatteries.com
Optima Batteries, www.optimabatteries.com
Trojan Battery Co., www.trojanbattery.com

Engine Oils 
Oil is the lifeblood of the motorhome 
— as anybody who has ever burned up 
an engine by ignoring the oil light on 
the instrument panel can attest. The 
vehicle (or engine’s) manufacturer will 
list the proper oil type and weight in 
the owner’s manual; heed that advice 
to ensure the engine is protected.
Amsoil, www.amsoil.com
Castrol, www.castrol.com
Mobil 1, www.mobiloil.com
Pennzoil, www.pennzoil.com
Quaker State, www.quakerstate.com
Royal Purple, www.royalpurpleconsumer.com
Shell Rotella, www.shell.com/rotella.html
Valvoline, www.valvoline.com

Fuel Additives
These relatively in-
expensive add-ins 
are designed to help 
stabilize fuel, boost 
octane, clean the 
engine and may even 
help squeeze a few 
more miles out of the 
gas tank. Some also 
help to keep fuel fresh 
for up to 12 months, 
eliminating the need to 
drain the motorhome’s 
fuel tank for storage.

Amsoil, www.amsoil.com
Bardahl, www.bardahl.com/en/products/
fuel-additives
Gold Eagle (Sta-Bil), www.goldeagle.com/brands/
sta-bil
Lucas Oil Products, www.lucasoil.com
Star brite, www.starbrite.com/category/
fuel-additives

Steering Stabilizers 
Touring the country in the comfort of 
your motorhome is truly a fulfi lling 
experience, but it can be exhausting 
if you have to fi ght with the vehicle to 
keep it in your lane during high winds 
or on uneven pavement. Stabilizers 
work like a horizontal shock absorber 
to keep the motorhome in the center of 
the lane.
Blue Ox TruCenter, www.blueox.com
Safe-T-Plus, www.safe-t-plus.com

Tire-Pressure-Monitoring 
Systems (TPMS) 
A blowout on the road can be a 
harrowing experience, causing 
thousands of dollars in damage and 
compromising the safety of the driver 
and passengers. TPMS devices allow 
the driver to keep an eye on tire 
pressure from the coach cab using a 

display and audible alerts.
Doran Manufacturing, www.doranmfg.com/
tirepressuremonitorproducts.htm 
nVision (Hopkins), www.nvisionsafety.com/
tire_safety/tpms_kit.html
Pressure Pro, www.advantagepressurepro.com/
home.asp
RViBrake, www.rvibrake.com
Tire Minder (Minder Research), www.minder
research.com/tireminder
TireTraker, www.tiretraker.com
Truck System Technologies, www.tsttruck.com
Valor, www.valortpms.com

Tires 
Literally where the rubber meets the 
road, tires are an extremely important 
component for driving in comfort and 
safety. Tires should not be neglected; 
keep a close eye on your tires at every 
stop, and replace them at a minimum 
of every 7 years (if they haven’t worn 
out by then).
Goodyear, www.goodyear.com 
Michelin, www.michelinman.com

 Michelin’s XRV tires are designed for RV use 
and feature improved grip, increased drainage 
and excellent ozone resistance.
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MOTORHOME’S GUIDE TO OUTFITTING YOUR COACH

Care and 
Maintenance
Cleaners/Polishes/
Protectants/
Waxes4
You’ve made a sub-
stantial investment 
in your motorhome, 
so why not keep it 
looking like new for 
as long as possible? There are quite a 
few cleaners, waxes and polishes on the 
market, many designed specifically for 
RVs. Always remember to test a new 
product on a small, inconspicuous area 
to make sure it won’t harm the finish.
Dometic, www.dometic.com
Gel Gloss RV, www.gel-glossrv.com
Gold Eagle (303), www.goldeagle.com/brands/ 
303-products
Meguiar’s, www.meguiars.com
Poli Glow, www.poliglow-int.com
Protect All, www.protectall.com
Roadmaster Inc. (Voom), www.roadmasterinc.com
Thetford, www.thetford.com

Holding-tank Treatments 5
Do you smell that? Well, you wouldn’t, 
if you selected from any of the number 
of holding-tank treatments. Whether 
drop-in or liquid, these chemical 
treatments are designed to put an 
end to embarrassing odors, and also 
lubricate seals and help break down 
solids and paper to aid in a smooth 
dumping process.
3X Chemistry, www.3xchemistry.com
Camco, www.camco.net
Century Chemical Corp. (Travel Jon),  
www.centurychemical.com
Dometic, www.dometic.com
Thetford, www.thetford.com
Valterra Odorlos, www.valterra.com
Walex, www.walex.com 
Worldwide Monochem, 
www.worldwidemonochem.com 

Dinghy Systems
Dinghy Auxiliary Braking Systems 6
If you’re flat-towing a dinghy, you need an auxiliary braking system. These vital 
components come in a variety of configurations, from permanently mounted 
equipment in the dinghy vehicle to removable devices with varying degrees 
of ease-of-install. Whichever you choose, an auxiliary braking system is a 
must-have.
Blue Ox Patriot, www.blueox.com
Brakebuddy (Hopkins), www.brakebuddy.com
Roadmaster, www.roadmasterinc.com
RViBrake, www.rvibrake.com
SMI Manufacturing, www.smibrake.com
VIP Enterprises, www.viprv.com/towbrake/towbrake.cfm

Dinghy Towing Components 4
In order to tow a dinghy vehicle you need some 
specialized equipment. Baseplates and tow 
bars connect the vehicle to the motorhome, 
so it certainly pays to take your time to decide 
which model works best for your needs. This 
is NOT the place to pinch pennies, though the 
various add-ons are all reasonably priced. 
If a dinghy vehicle is not towable on all four 
wheels, a tow dolly gets the job done.
Blue Ox, www.blueox.com
Demco, www.demco-products.com
Roadmaster, www.roadmasterinc.com

3Entertainment Systems
RVing can be about getting 
away from it all, but 
sometimes family movie 
night at the RV park can 
be just as rewarding as a 
daylong hike in the woods. 
If that’s the case, check out 
RV-designed products from 
these manufacturers.

Electronics
Backup Monitors/Camera Systems 4
Backing in to a campsite can be a difficult 
undertaking without someone to help. With 
a backup camera, these everyday tasks 
are much easier, saving time and possibly 
money (by avoiding damage) as well.
ASA Electronics, www.asaelectronics.com
Furrion, www.furrion.com
Hopkins Towing Smart Hitch,  
www.hopkinstowingsolutions.com
iBall, www.iballhitchcam.com
Rear View Safety, www.rearviewsafety.com 
Swift Hitch, www.swifthitch.com
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Why you SHOULDN’T insure 
your RV like your car.

Big car insurance companies will sell you RV insurance, and then cover your rig like a big car.  
Good Sam Insurance Agency offers you top-of-the-line specialized RV coverage that can  

save you money. RV customers who switch save an average of $320 a year!

VEHICLE & CONTENTS
Vehicle .............................. $25,000.00
Pack of Gum.................................$0.99
Sunglasses ..................................$12.99
Blanket ......................................... $9.99
Loose Change ............................... $1.27

RV & CONTENTS
RV ......................................$147,663.00
TV/DVD Combo .....................$495.99
Satellite System ..................... $999.99
Bicycles (each) ....................... $349.95

60+ ITEMS TOTALING THOUSANDS

Availability, eligibility, coverages, features and benefits may vary by state and carrier. The content herein is for descriptive purposes only. The exact protection provided is subject 
to the terms, conditions, and expectations of the policy contract issued. Savings data is based on new policyholder surveys from January 1, 2014 to July 31, 2014. Coverage is 
available to U.S. residents only. ©2015 Good Sam Insurance Agency. All rights reserved.  GSI41361 - 0615

IT’S EASY TO GET A FAST, FREE QUOTE!
Call 1-888-819-8511 and Mention Savings Code TD-AH 

or Visit GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/ah

Good Sam VIP Provided by GMAC Insurance, Circle 154 on Reader Service Card
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ASA Electronics (Jensen, www.jensenrvdirect.com), 
www.asaelectronics.com
Furrion, www.furrion.com

Gadgets to Go! 
Protect your 
motorhome 
from potentially 
damaging spikes 
in electrical 
current with a 
surge protector 
from Progres-
sive Industries, 
www.progres-
siveindustries.
net, or Technology 
Research (Surge 
Guard), http://trci.
net/products/surge-guard-rv. Experi-
encing low voltage in a campground? 
Check out the Hughes Autoformer, 
www.hughesautoformers.com.

Increase your signal reception 
in the most remote locations with a 
Wi-Fi/cellphone booster.
PDQ Connect, www.pdqconnect.com
SmoothTalker,  www.smoothtalker.com
weboost, formerly Wilson Electronics, 
www.weboost.com/us
Wilson Amplifi ers, www.wilsonamplifi ers.com

GPS Systems 
Far more effi cient than the traditional 
folding map in the glove box, these 
invaluable tools offer traffi c conditions, 
nearby restaurants, fuel stations, local 
attractions and, oh yeah, directions to 
your destination. Plus, if you make a 
wrong turn, they offer the capability to 
change routes on the fl y. Some even 
offer a dashboard-camera option. 

Adding a profi le of the motorhome will 
allow safe routing for large, and tall, 
vehicles.
Garmin, www.garmin.com
Magellan, www.magellangps.com
Rand McNally, www.randmcnally.com/
category/rv-gps

Exterior Accessories

Awnings/Awning Fabric 
RVing is about the great outdoors, 
but sometimes the sun can beat 
down so fi ercely we’re tempted 
to stay inside. Keep cool and beat 
the heat with an RV awning, which 
allows you to take the party outside.
Carefree of Colorado, 
www.carefreeofcolorado.com
Dometic, www.dometic.com
Girard Systems, www.girardrv.com
Lippert Solera, www.lci1.com
Sunbrella, www.sunbrella.com
Sun-Wave Enterprises, www.rvawningsmart.com

Covers
As much as we’d like to stay in our 
RVs year-round, there will likely 
come a time when you need to 
put your noble steed in storage. 
Protect it from the elements with a 

Wilson Amplifi ers, www.wilsonamplifi ers.com

Far more effi cient than the traditional 
folding map in the glove box, these 
invaluable tools offer traffi c conditions, 
nearby restaurants, fuel stations, local 
attractions and, oh yeah, directions to 
your destination. Plus, if you make a 
wrong turn, they offer the capability to 
change routes on the fl y. Some even 
offer a dashboard-camera option. 

put your noble steed in storage. 
Protect it from the elements with a 

RV TV Antennas/Satellite Hardware 
Whether watching the big game or 
catching up with the local news, these 
products are much more effi cient — 
and reliable — than hooking up to 
the campground’s cable (if it’s even 
available). 
King, www.kingconnect.com
Shakespeare, www.shakespeare-ce.com
Winegard, www.winegard.com

MOTORHOME’S GUIDE TO OUTFITTING YOUR COACH

 Rand McNally’s 
GPS features a 
7-inch high-defi nition 
screen for easy at-a-
glance viewing and 
large-vehicle routing 
with 11 different RV 
confi gurations.

 SmoothTalker Universal 
Charging Holder with Antenna 
Connection
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Sales Department: 800.860.5658 ThorMotorCoach.com
P.O. Box 1486, Elkhart, IN 46515

Made to fit your active lifestyle.
GarageRVs.com

Thor Industries, Circle 146 on Reader Service Card
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motorhome cover. These companies 
offer varying degrees of weatherproof-
ing in universal or custom sizes.
ADCO, www.adcoprod.com
Calmark Cover Co., www.calmarkcovers.com
Camco, www.camco.net
Classic Accessories, www.classicaccessories.com
Covercraft, www.covercraft.com
CoverQuest, www.coverquest.com
Eevelle, www.eevelle.com
Elements (Camping World), www.campingworld.com
EmpireCovers, www.empirecovers.com

Generators 
Your comfort level shouldn’t have 
to suffer when camping off the grid. 
These AC generators will help you 

keep things powered up for your 
vacation (be mindful of neighbors 
before operation).
Champion, www.championpowerequipment.com
Cummins Onan, www.cumminsonanstore.com
Honda, www.powerequipment.honda.com/
generators
Powerhouse, www.powerhouse-products.com
Yamaha, www.yamahamotorsports.com/
powerproducts/pages/generator

Jacks/Levelers 
Once you’ve arrived at the RV park, 
keeping your motorhome level is 
necessary not only for safety and 
comfort, but also to ensure your 
vehicle’s components (such as the 
slideouts and refrigerators) operate 
properly. A variety of products, from 
hydraulic jacks to leveling systems, 
are available to help eliminate uneven 
situations and bouncing rigs. 
Bigfoot Leveling Systems, www.bigfootleveler.com 
HWH Corp., www.hwhcorp.com
Lippert, www.lci1.com
Power Gear, www.powergearus.com

EXPERIENCE THE ULTIMATE 
IN BACKYARD GRILLING

Cast aluminum 
lid and bodyWeber Q™ 1000 

(Mfr. #50060001)

Weber Q® 
Portable Cart
Mfr. #6558. (not 
compatible with 100/200 
series Weber® grills).

Cart is 25"H x 
29"W x 20"D 
when open

• 189 sq. in.
• Push-button ignition
• 8,500 BTU
• 231⁄2"H x 27"W x 201⁄2"D

Q® Portable Propane Grills by Weber®
Now with upgraded features for an even better 
backyard, tailgate or camp cooking experience! 
•  Re-contoured lids accommodate whole chickens 

or roasts for more grilling versatility

•  Split grates simplify cleaning and allow use of 
optional griddle over one side of burner

• Improved porcelain enamel finish extends life 
 of cast iron grates 

• Larger side tables are stronger and more stable

• Larger lid handle grip and control knobs

• Ergonomic side handles for easy transport

•  Uses disposable LP cylinders or refillable 20 lb. 
tank with optional adapter (both sold separately) 

• Mfr. 5 year warranty.

Weber Q™ 2000 
(Mfr. #53060001)

Stainless 
steel burner

• 280 sq. in.
• Push-button ignition
• 12,000 BTU
• Work tables
• 26"H x 511⁄2"W x 243⁄8"D

Porcelain-enameled, 
cast iron cooking grate

C
A0

41
21

0

Blue Weber Q™ 1200  
(Mfr. #51080001)

NEW COLOR! 

Porcelain-enameled, 
cast iron cooking grate

• 189 sq. in.
• Push-button ignition
• 8,500 BTU
• Work tables
• 245⁄8"H x 41"W x 201⁄2"D

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

CA041210 Weber Sept MHTL.indd   1 6/15/15   9:00 AM
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Pleasure-WayPleasure-Way
Experience Life …TheExperience Life …TheExperience Life …The

At Pleasure-Way Industries, we give each Class B motorhome we build 
the meticulous care and attention it deserves. 
Come Experience Life…�e Pleasure-Way!

PLEASURE-WAY INDUSTRIES LTD   •   WWW.PLEASUREWAY.COM • 1.800.364.0189
302 PORTAGE AVENUE    •   SASKATOON   •   SASKATCHEWAN
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CA041170

Premium Gel-Gloss 
Wash & Wax, Gallon

Gel-Gloss RV 
Cleaner & Wax, Gallon

Gel-Gloss RV 
Cleaner & Wax, Quart Premium Gel-Gloss 

Wash & Wax, Quart

CLEAN, SHINE & PROTECT

CA041170

Wash & Wax, Quart

Gel-Gloss RV products are specially formulated for fiberglass RV exteriors. Cleaner & Wax removes surface scratches and 
oxidation, eliminates black streaks and restores your RV’s luster and shine while providing UV protection. Easy to use Wash & 

Wax keeps that showroom shine fresh. Made environmentally safe in the USA.

IN ONE STEP

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

CA041170 TR Industries_Half Page Ad_Sept MH.indd   1 6/9/15   1:37 PM

Sewer Hoses 5
We may not like to talk about it, but the sewer 
systems are absolutely vital to maintain a self-con-
tained lifestyle. To help evacuate the waste from 
your coach’s holding tanks, these sewer hoses 
are rugged, lightweight and easy to store; most 
importantly, they help get the job done in the most 
sanitary way possible.
Blueline Prest-o-Fit, www.prestofit.com 
Camco, www.camco.net
Lippert Components, www.lci1.com
Thetford, www.thetford.com
Valterra, www.valterra.com

Solar Panels/Systems 6
It’s a sad evening when you try to turn on your motorhome’s 
interior lights, only to discover the house batteries have run 
dry when camping without hookups. An easy and relatively 
affordable way to combat this is to harvest the power of the 
sun using solar panels. Matching the right panels to efficient 
charge controllers keeps the batteries properly conditioned 
and the fun going.
AM Solar, www.amsolar.com
Nature Power, www.naturepowerproducts.com

MOTORHOME’S GUIDE TO OUTFITTING YOUR COACH

MH1509-Accessories Guide.indd   6/30/15   12:07 PM   - 84 -    (Cyan)MH1509-Accessories Guide.indd   6/30/15   12:07 PM   - 84 -    (Magenta)MH1509-Accessories Guide.indd   6/30/15   12:07 PM   - 84 -    (Yellow)MH1509-Accessories Guide.indd   6/30/15   12:07 PM   - 84 -    (BlacK)



SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.800.626.5944    |    CampingWorld.com SuperCenters Nationwide    |    1.888.875.1540    |    CampingWorld.com 

CA029189_0615

Call Camping World at 1-888-875-1540 to activate your DISH programming!

With DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming*:
n  Pay only for the months you use
n  Only DISH lets you watch your favorite shows in HD
n No charge to start or stop monthly service
n  Programming for as little as $49.99 per month!

Digital Over-the-Air Tuner lets you:
n  Tune in over-the-air channels into the receiver's TV Guide 

with your over-the-air antenna 
n  Record over-the-air programming to your DVR, VCR or 

other recording device (sold separately)

DISH ViP 211z Satellite 
Television Receiver #73912 

Club SALE $74.97 Reg. $109.99

Hurry! Offer expires September 6, 2015!

Digital Over-the-Air Tuner for 
ViP 211z Receiver #73913 

Club SALE $49.99 Reg. $56.99

FREE 
FOR 3 MONTHS!
FOR 3 MONTHS!with activation of DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming.

* Important Terms and Conditions: Requires antenna and receiver purchase. Monthly fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All prices, packages, program-
ming, features, functionality and o� ers subject to change without notice. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in 
advance; failure to pay by due date will lead to service disconnection within 24 hours. O� er subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. 
Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply. Premium Channels: Premium o� er value is up to $57;after 3 months 
then-current everyday price applies unless you downgrade. O� ers end 10/30/15. HBO® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box O�  ce, Inc.

The Best Seat in the House, 
Wherever You Go!

Whether you’re in the parking 
lot or relaxing in camp, the ViP 
211z Satellite Receiver and Pay-
As-You-Go programming allow 
you to watch the game just like 
you are in the stands!
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BERS SAVE

30%

OFF

DISH Network, Circle 152 on Reader Service Card
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Livability
Kitchen Appliances 
Cooking on the campfi re is great, but 
it can be diffi cult to create gourmet 
meals on a corroded grill using 
lukewarm food plucked from the ice 
chest. Motorhomes allow not only 
for improved sleeping and entertain-

ment options, but also provide fully 
equipped kitchens, complete with all 
the appliances found in a home.
Airxcel (Suburban), www.rvcomfort.com/suburban
Atwood Mobile, www.atwoodmobile.com
Dometic, www.dometic.com
Furrion, www.furrion.com
Norcold, www.norcold.com

MOTORHOME’S GUIDE TO OUTFITTING YOUR COACH

W W W . E N T E G R A C O A C H . C O M

Discover the perfect balance of engineering and luxury in an Entegra Coach. With 

curve-hugging maneuverability, a 2-year warranty and noise-reducing construction, 

our high-end motorhomes stand above the rest. Test drive one today—find your local 

dealer at EntegraCoach.com.

T H E  Q U I E T E S T  R I D I N G ,  B E S T  H A N D L I N G  C O A C H  O N  T H E  M A R K E T  T O D AY. 

P E R I O D .

LED Lighting 
Ideal for conserving power — and 
saving money in the long run — LED 
lights provide power-effi cient light 
sources when compared to tradi-
tional incandescent bulbs, and are 
much smaller and less intrusive to 
the discerning eye. In addition to 
interior lighting, many companies 
also offer LEDs for awning lights, 
taillights and other illuminating ap-
plications.
Arcon Electrical, www.arconelectrical.com
Coast Distribution, www.coastdistribution.com
Command Electronics, 
www.commandelectronics.com 
Diamond, www.dg-usa.com
Jirah LED, www.jirahled.com
M4 Products, www.m4products.com
Starlights, www.starlightsinc.com
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Refrigerator Fans 
RV fridges are often subject to 
high ambient temperatures and 
confi ned mounting locations, which 
can adversely affect cooling per-
formance. These companies offer 

Shades 
Soaking up the sun is an important part 
of the RVing experience. However, when 
we retreat inside, we’d prefer cooling off 
as opposed to continuing to bask. Shades 
are the fi rst line of defense against the 
sun, whether windshield-mounted with 
custom patterns, or inside the windows 
as day-night roller shades.
Magne Shade, www.magneshade.com
MCD Innovations, www.mcdinnovations.com
United Shade, a Dicor Company, www.unitedshade.com

auxiliary fans/products designed 
to improve air circulation and to 
minimize food spoiling.
Camco, www.camco.net
Smart RV Products, www.smartrvproducts.com
Valterra FridgeCool, www.valterra.com

W W W . E N T E G R A C O A C H . C O M

Discover the perfect balance of engineering and luxury in an Entegra Coach. With 

curve-hugging maneuverability, a 2-year warranty and noise-reducing construction, 

our high-end motorhomes stand above the rest. Test drive one today—find your local 

dealer at EntegraCoach.com.

T H E  Q U I E T E S T  R I D I N G ,  B E S T  H A N D L I N G  C O A C H  O N  T H E  M A R K E T  T O D AY. 

P E R I O D .

Jayco/Entegra Coach, Circle 122 on Reader Service Card
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Spartan Chassis, Circle 140 on Reader Service Card
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Leisure Travel Vans Unity

Dynamax Grand Sport

Explorer by Renegade

Dynamax DynaQuest XL

1-800-221-7197 
Website:

www.holland-motorhomes.com

Holland MI 49423

Excel Fifth Wheel

Villagio by Renegade

Leisure Travel Vans Libero

 

Toilets 
Every rolling castle needs a 
throne, and toilets from these 
manufacturers are designed to 
mimic the comforts of residen-
tial amenities. They are available 
in durable plastic or porcelain, 
foot-fl ush or hand-fl ush, 
depending on your needs.
Dometic, www.dometic.com
Thetford, www.thetford.com

Vents and Fans 
Keeping the interior of your 
motorhome cool during the 
midday sun can be a diffi cult 
proposition. Sure, you can crank 
the air conditioner, but it’s not 
always the best option, given the 
intense power draw and noise for 
surrounding campsites. A ceiling 
vent/fan helps improve air cir-
culation to help conserve power. 
Rain sensors automatically close 
the lid, so there’s no worry about 
soaking the carpet during an 
unexpected rainstorm. 
Fan-Tastic Vent, www.fantasticvent.com
MaxxAir, Airxcel, www.maxxair.com

Water Filters/Purifi ers 
Water is the source of life, and 
nothing beats a cold glass of 
the clear stuff — or a refreshing 
shower — when you’re overheated 
after a long day in the sun. Water 
quality varies by region and 
sources, and depending on the 
mineral content and treatment 
processes, it can wreak havoc on 
galley/bathroom surfaces and 
faucet hardware — and taste bad 
as well. These companies offer 
products to improve the taste — 
and minimize the unsightly spots 
— of unfi ltered water.
Culligan, www.culligan.com
Everpure, SHURfl o, www.shurfl o.com  
Flow Pur, www.fl owpur.com
Hydro Life, www.hydrolife.com
Multipure, www.multipure.com
Water King, www.waterkingusa.com 

tial amenities. They are available 

MOTORHOME’S GUIDE TO OUTFITTING YOUR COACH

 SHURfl o’s Everpure ADC Quick Change 
Full-Timer cartridge is designed to reduce the 
taste and odor of chlorine, dirt and rust cysts.
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Introducing ALL-NEW 
SuperFlex Roof 
Replacement System! 
The choice of top RV manufacturers—

found on 70% of RVs on the road 

today—now available 

to replace and 

upgrade your 

hard-to-maintain, 

underperforming 

RV roof!

■  State-of-the-art membrane is half 
the weight of EPDM

■  Engineered for superior durability and 
easy care

■  Chalk-free, non-fade plus weather-  and 
UV-resistant

■  One-piece, seamless membrane eliminates leaks

■  Insulates and refl ects hot sun to reduce need for 
air conditioning

■ Conforms easily to roof contours

■  Available in White, Beige or Grey in 20’ to 40’ 
lengths in 5’ increments

■  Premium color-matched sealants for 
OEM appearance

NEW!

CA040893

REPLACE 
YOUR RV’S ROOF!

Also available in stores:

Sealant

■  Weather- and UV-resistant
■  Superior adhesion

Roof Coating

■ Preserves and maintains roof membrane
■ Enhances durability and UV resistance

Butyl Tape

■ Seal joints and accessories
■ Comprised of 100% solids

T O T A L  P R O T E C T I O N

T O T A L  P R O T E C T I O N

T O T A L  P R O T E C T I O N

T O T A L  P R O T E C T I O N
B Y  A L P H A  S Y S T E M S ,  L L C .

■ Comprised of 100% solids

Available in Beige,
Grey & White

For RV Roof Replacement, Care & Repair, ask for SuperFlex Professional Installation!

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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OPEN-DOOR 
POLICY

By E. Don Smith

In 1980, Pete Townshend released the hit song “Let My Love Open the 
Door.” That was 35 years ago, but showing a little love to your motorhome’s 
cargo doors today will make them easier to open in the future. We all use our 
cargo bays a lot, but few of us dedicate much time or energy to maintaining 

them. The basement is where we store all of the outside-related camping items 
such as chairs, grass doormats, cleaning supplies, grills and other items that we 
simply can’t fi t (or don’t want) inside the living quarters. When the cargo doors 
are properly adjusted and the weather seals are cleaned up and protected, you 
can enjoy many miles of trouble-free operation.

MAINTENANCE: CARGO DOORS

Ph
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the only thing that prevents moisture 
and road dirt from getting past the 
door, so you really need to take good 
care of them; otherwise your entire 

The major parts of a cargo door 
that require servicing are the hinges, 
locks, lock latches or strikers, gas 
springs and weather seals. The seal is 

basement contents are subject to 
getting wet and dirty during travel.

We are going to show you how to 
clean and lubricate the hinges and 
locks, and clean and lubricate the 
weatherstripping. We will also show 
you how to adjust the striker latch 
for proper operation of the door and 
lock. Last, we will check all the bolts 
and screws to ensure the hinges 
and doors are tightened properly for 
smooth and trouble-free operation.

In order to service the doors you 
will need a few supplies as well as 
some hand tools. Most of these items 

1 2

[1] Once you open each door, you should be 
able to identify its major components, such as 
the lock shown here. We sprayed it with WD-40 
to clean and lubricate the mechanism. It is 
a good idea to open and close the lock a few 
times during this process by using the key and 
handle on the front of the door; this will help 
ensure that the lubrication reaches all parts 
of the lock. [2] We used the same approach on 
the door hinge as well. The door hinges on our 
motorhome were not very dirty, so we simply 
sprayed each one with WD-40 and then wiped 
away the excess. If yours has a lot of grease or 
dirt buildup, you may need to fi rst spray and 
clean with a separate degreaser. 

With the right products, tools and a little elbow grease, you can keep 
motorhome cargo compartments easily accessible for years to come

September 2015  MotorHome  91
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you probably already have, but if not, here is what we used. 
First, to clean and lubricate the hinges and door locks 
we used a combination cleaner/lubricant. In our case, we 
used good ol’ WD-40 (take caution to minimize overspray 
on your motorhome’s skin). If your hinges are very 
greasy or dirty you may need to use a separate cleaner/
degreaser, but for most of us WD-40 will work for both 
purposes.

For cleaning the weatherstripping we used two 
different products specifically for rubber. They are from 
Griot’s Garage and they are called Rubber Prep and 
Rubber Cleaner. The Rubber Cleaner is designed for 
normal cleaning, while the Rubber Prep is more of a deep 
cleaner that removes all previous silicones or old protec-
tants that have built up. To protect and treat the rubber 
weatherstripping we used 303 Aerospace Protectant. 
We also used a special heavy-duty aluminum cleaner 
from Aero Cosmetics for cleaning the door skirts, and 
an automotive paint cleaner from Griot’s Garage called 
Spray-On Car Wash. There are many types of degreasers, 
rubber protectors and lubricants on the market, but I have 
tested all of these and they have proven to work great, 
plus we already had them “in stock” in the garage so we 
are sticking to what we know works.

Depending on the type of hinges and striker plates, 

[3] Next, we located the hinge support bolts on the door and 
tightened them to ensure the door has a solid mount to the coach. 
Each manufacturer uses different hinges and attachment points, but 
you should be able to locate these bolts and tighten them with simple 
hand tools. This is a good time to make sure none of the bolts are 
missing. [4] Here are the bolts located on the inside of the hinge that 
also need to be checked and/or tightened. In our case, about 50-60 
percent of the bolts we checked were loose. After years of use and 
bumping down the road this is not uncommon, so double-check all 
the bolts to make sure they are tight.

3

4

5 6

CARGO-DOOR MAINTENANCE

you will also need some basic hand tools such as a 
wrench, screwdriver, pliers and maybe a socket wrench. 
These items will be needed to tighten the hinges and the 
cargo-door mounting bolts, and to adjust anything that 
is not perfectly aligned. This is a very easy project that 
should take no more than one or two hours, and if you 
work in the shade you will never even break a sweat.

[5] We also checked both ends of the gas-spring bracket to ensure those bolts were tight as well. The other end of the spring is connected to 
a bracket inside of the cargo bay, so make sure you check it too. [6] While your tools are out, check each door to ensure the lock is properly 
engaging the striker pin or plate. Each manufacturer uses a different mechanism, but the principle is the same. The inside of the lock will strike 
and engage a pin or plate, and that is what holds the door closed. When properly adjusted, the pin will perfectly enter the lock as the lock hasp 
closes around the pin. If the pin is improperly adjusted the result will be a door that is difficult to open or close. 
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NEW!
Class B

Most motorhome bodies are 
made of multiple pieces of fiber-
glass that are joined together 

— and every joint is a potential leak or 
squeak.

Coach House is different. The Coach 
House Platinum® and Platinum II® are 
constructed with a patented one-piece 
hand-laid fiberglass shell, reinforced 
with carbon fiber. The result is an RV that 
is quieter and more durable than one 
manufactured in the traditional way.

Our one-piece shell is more costly 
and difficult to make, but we wouldn’t 
have it any other way. Nor would our 
loyal customers, some of whom are now 
driving their fourth or even fifth Coach 
House motorhome! 

Beyond the unique one-piece shell, 
here are some of the other factors that 
make the downsized Platinum and 
Platinum II your best motorhome value:

•  More standard features than any 
other motorhome in their class.

•  Professionally decorated interiors 
with solid-surface countertops, 
porcelain toilets, name-brand 
appliances, 32-inch HDTV, and 
more.

•  Choice of chassis: Ford E-450 (gas) 
or Mercedes Sprinter (diesel).

•  Nationwide warranty service.
•  High ratings for ride and safety.

For those who like the

STRONG, SILENT TYPE

BUY FACTORY-DIRECT AND SAVE!
Coach House motorhomes are sold direct from the 

factory — there is no middleman. The “Coach House 
Buying Experience” includes: personal attention from 
courteous employees; a generous trade-in allowance 

for your current RV; on-the-spot financing (for qualified 
buyers); and instruction in how to operate your new RV.

VISIT THE COACH HOUSE PLANT
Seeing is believing. That is why we invite you to visit the 
Coach House factory, at I-75 exit 195 near Venice, Fla., 
about one hour south of Tampa. You are welcome to 
visit during regular business hours to examine the latest 
models on display in our spacious showroom. Guided 
factory tours are also available; please call ahead.

COACH HOUSE, INC. 3480 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE · NOKOMIS, FL 34275 (941) 485-0984 TOLL-FREE 1-800-235-0984
VISIT US ONLINE AT www.coachhouserv.com· PLANT TOURS AVAILABLE. PLEASE CALL AHEAD.

PLATINUM II 
Mercedes Sprinter chassis

PLATINUM 
Ford E-450 Super Duty chassis

Coach House® makes a quieter, more durable RV

Coach 
House’s 
patented  
one-piece  
hand-laid 
fiberglass  
shell

YEARS

1 9 8 5   2 0 15

NEW!
Class B

NEW!
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CARGO-DOOR MAINTENANCE

Having an open-door policy doesn’t require a full-blown maintenance program; this project can be completed in 
about an hour or two, and if you work in the shade, you won’t even break a sweat.CLEANING TIP

7

9

11 12

8

10

[11] The Rubber Prep product is applied by 
wiping the seals with a foam sponge that was 
soaked with the cleaner. This completely 
strips off the old cleaners and silicone 
residue often left behind by other protectants. 
[12] Once the rubber weatherstripping is 
completely clean, it is time to apply the 303 
Aerospace Protectant. Simply spray it on 
then wipe it dry with a clean microfi ber towel. 
This is a great product and, unlike many “tire 
and rubber” protectants, it does not contain 
any ingredients (petroleum distillates) that 
accelerate the wear or deteriorate delicate 
rubber seals. 

[7] There are two ways to repair an improperly adjusted door-latch assembly. One is to adjust the striker pin/plate as shown here. You can 
see there are adjustment slots in the plate that allow you to loosen the bolts and then move the plate to get it in the correct position to be 
engaged by the door lock. [8] If your door lock is only slightly out of adjustment, you can “encourage” it into place by tweaking the striker pin 
slightly up/down or left/right as needed for proper engagement. Though a bit crude, it is often the best way to make a minor adjustment. [9] 
As you inspect, clean and adjust each door, it is also a good time to check for proper alignment. The edge of the door along the top relative 
to the RV frame — as well as the side edges — should be parallel to the part next to it, and the door should not rub anywhere. If you fi nd 
misalignment you may have to adjust the door position on the coach. Each motorhome is different, and some models may be user-adjust-
able, while others may require the services of a technician at an RV service center. [10] The weatherstripping is the only thing protecting 
the contents of your basement from the outside elements, so you need to take good care of it. We started by cleaning each one with Griot’s 
Rubber Cleaner. Simply spray it on and wipe it off with a clean microfi ber towel. If the rubber is in really bad shape, Griot’s Garage also 
offers a Rubber Prep product that completely strips off all old cleaners and lingering oil or silicones that may be present. This better 
prepares the rubber for the next step.
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With hand-laid tile everywhere—including the slideouts—a Newmar 

feels even more spacious. Experience it in the 2016 Dutch Star,  

Mountain Aire, London Aire, Essex and King Aire.

More Floor.

newmarcorp.com

Newmar Corporation, Circle 128 on Reader Service Card
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CARGO-DOOR MAINTENANCE

[13] Once you wipe off the excess 303 spray, you will be rewarded with a rich-looking seal that is well-protected. We have used this 
product for years, and it has never failed to do a great job. [14] We also took this opportunity to spray some WD-40 on each of the gas 
springs and then wipe them down. Pay particular attention to the piston portion of the assembly that goes in and out of the shock during 
operation. This will help eliminate the chance of dirt and grime getting into the seals and damaging them. [15] This particular door design 
has a U-shaped channel on top that serves as a trap for dirt and grime. If a job is worth doing it’s worth doing right, so let’s clean that 
out as well. We used an automotive cleaning product called Spray-On Car Wash from Griot’s, and it does a great job of cleaning without 
any chance of damaging the paint. [16] After spraying it, you can wipe away all the dirt and grime with a clean microfiber towel, and the 
aluminum channel now looks new.

[17] The last step in this process is the bottom of the cargo door. This skirt is on the inside bottom of each door and since it wraps under 
the coach and is exposed to the road, it gets very dirty. We used Aero Cosmetics Belly Wash, which is specifically designed for aluminum 
aircraft parts. [18, 19] After spraying on the Belly Wash, a scrubber pad from Aero Cosmetics was used to cut through years of dirt and 
abuse. Note, this product is very concentrated and should only be used on certain areas, such as this unpainted aluminum skirt. Be sure  
to rinse well with water after cleaning. 

13

15

17 18 19

14

16
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Whether you’re on the road or out seeing the sights, 
feeling well rested is an important part of your RV lifestyle. 
That’s why you need a bed that will give you deep, 
restorative sleep. With the SLEEP NUMBER® RV bed, 
you’ll make the most of the 8 hours you’re asleep, so you 
can enjoy every minute of the 16 hours you’re awake.

Sleep Number® RV Premier Bed
•  Comfort layer for responsive and resilient support
• Wireless SLEEP NUMBER® remote

Fits Your RV Lifestyle
• Designed for your vehicle
• Decades of durability
• Lighter on the road
• Several sizes for your RV

Discover the Sleep Number® Difference
Exclusive DualAir™ technology lets you adjust each 
side of the bed to your ideal level of fi rmness—your 
SLEEP NUMBER® setting. You can both wake up refreshed 
and rejuvenated, ready to face whatever the day may bring.

In Clinical Studies ...

The RV Bed 
That Changes With You

93%
   experienced back-pain relief

89%
   reported improved sleep quality

77%   found increased energy

*

Picture may represent features and options available at additional cost. *For a summary of clinical studies, visit sleepnumber.com. See Camping World Associate for details and restrictions. 
SLEEP NUMBER, SELECT COMFORT and the Double Arrow Design are registered trademarks of Select Comfort Corporation. ©2015 Select Comfort Corporation

Good Sam 

Club Members

BEST INSTALLED

PRICE GUARANTEED!

CampingWorld.com/sleepnumber  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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POWER 
TRIP 101

By Bill Gehr

It’s common to fi nd 50-amp electrical service in motorhomes these 
days, a requirement that’s needed to power the expanding use of con-
venience appliances and energy-thirsty accessories. Most owners un-

knowingly feel pretty confi dent that if they plug into 50-amp service, they 
can run all their systems without restrictions. But that’s not always the 
case, and what you see is not necessarily what you get. Understanding the 
complexities and limitations — yes, limitations — of 50-amp service will 
help prevent overloading and eliminate disappointments when it comes to 
taking advantage of fully equipped motorhomes.

Hookup pedestals in campgrounds offering 50-amp service may give users more than 
they bargained for when wired incorrectly; pay attention because class is in session

OK, bear with us for a minute. 
Even though the receptacle found 
in your motorhome is rated at 120 
volts AC, the 50-amp shorepower 
is actually a 120/240-volt AC, 
four-wire service (Figure 1). The 
acronym AC stands for “Alternating 
Current,” which means the voltage 
is constantly changing from 0 to 120 
volts positive and back down to 0 
volts, before going to negative 120 
volts and then back up to 0 volts. 

This happens 60 times a second in 
a process commonly referred to as 
120/240-volt AC 60 Hz (hertz), as 
shown in Figure 2.

The electricity that feeds 
the 120-volt AC receptacle in 
the motorhome comes from the 
120/240-volt AC breaker panel. This 
panel is supplied with 240 volts AC, 
which comes from two 120-volt AC 
legs that are 180 degrees out of 
phase. This means that when Leg 1 

of the 120 volts AC is going from 0 to 
120 volts positive (Figure 2), Leg 2 of 
the 120 volts AC is going from 0 to 
120 volts negative (Figure 3).

To get 240 volts AC to power 
the larger appliances like a clothes 
dryer or the aftermarket CheapHeat 
electric-element furnace upgrade, 
rather than going from one hot leg to 
neutral (120-volt AC), power is taken 
from the two opposing hot legs, and 
since they are 180 degrees out of 
phase, the end result is 240 volts 
AC (Figure 4). Now since the neutral 
wire (white) isn’t used in the 240-volt 
AC confi guration, the waveform’s 
reference is from the red to black 
wires rather than red to white or 
black to white wires, which now 
generates the waveform as shown 
in Figure 5. This means that owners 
looking for high-capacity clothes 
dryers can upgrade to units powered 
by 240 volts AC, something that is 
offered in a number of high-end 
motorhomes.

Hot Leg-2

Ground

Neutral

Hot Leg-1

(Positive) 0-120 VAC

(Negative) 0-120 VAC

  Figure 1

  Figure 2

Standard 50-amp service color code and diagram.
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POWER TRIP 101

(Positive) 0-120 VAC

(Negative) 0-120 VAC

(Positive) 0-120 VAC

(Negative) 0-120 VAC

240 VAC

  Figure 3   Figure 4

Got all that? Well, now let’s review the four-wire 
50-amp shorepower cord. It has four 6-gauge wires rated 
at 50 amps each, meaning the cord has two 50-amp legs at 
120 volts AC (hot to neutral) for a total of 100 amps at 120 
volts AC or one circuit of 240 volts AC at 50 amps (Leg 1 
hot to Leg 2 hot), or a combination of the two.

But wait! If we have 120 volts AC at 50 amps on the red 
to white wires and 120 volts AC at 50 amps on the black 
to white wires, wouldn’t that be 120 volts AC at 100 amps 
on the white wire since there is only one white wire? Well, 
that’s because the two hot legs are 180 degrees out of 
phase. When Leg 1 electrons are moving toward positive 
120 volts AC, the Leg 2 electrons are moving toward 
negative 120 volts AC. When correctly wired, the neutral 
leg will see no electron fl ow — and that’s why it’s called 
the Neutral Leg, and there is no overload.

If the RV park pedestal is wired incorrectly, and the 
two legs are not out of phase, you will have 100 amps 
applied to a white wire that is only rated for 50 amps. In 
that scenario you have both Leg 1 and 2 electrons moving 
toward 120 volts AC positive and negative at the same time 

(Figure 6), which means you have double the electron fl ow 
(current) going through the white wire when it’s only rated 
for half that load. The end result is an overloaded wire that 
will overheat and possibly cause a fi re.

So, how do you know when you have an incorrectly 
wired shorepower pedestal? There are two simple ways 
to check it out. One is to install a surge protector that 
identifi es incorrect phasing and locks out the power to the 
motorhome. Another way is to use a simple voltmeter that 
is rated to test AC voltage up to 300 volts. If the pedestal 
is wired correctly when you test from Leg 1 to Leg 2 (not 
Neutral), and if the two legs are 180 degrees out of phase 
as they should be, the meter will read somewhere close to 
240 volts AC (Figure 7). When the shorepower pedestal is 
wired incorrectly, the two legs will be at the same phase. 
Testing from Leg 1 to Leg 2 (not Neutral), the reading will 
show 0 volts on the meter (Figure 8). As stated previously, 
this is an unsafe condition because there can be a 100-amp 
load on a white wire that is only rated for 50 amps. If 
you suspect that this condition exists, limit the use of 
appliances to prevent overload and report the problem 

to the park manager as soon as possible. 
Remember that using a 30-amp to 50-amp 

This adapter was subjected to a heavy load that produced high heat and melted the 
plastic. For safety, and to ward off any loss of power, this 30-to-15 amp adapter 
needs to be replaced. The easiest way to test for correct 50-amp service is to use a 
voltmeter across the black and red wires (the opposite slots in the plug).
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pigtail adapter will not allow you to 
see 240 volts AC in the breaker panel. 
In that scenario, you are just splitting 
the same single black hot leg on the 
30-amp plug to feed both the red and 
black wires on the 50-amp plug.

Warning signs of an overloaded 
power cord often appear as melted 
areas around the prongs. Before 
plugging into park power, make it a 
habit to visually inspect both ends 

of the cord for corroded or compro-
mised plugs. Check the park’s outlets 
for broken or melted portions as this 
can also damage the power cord. 
If you use an adapter from 50 to 30 
amps, check for the same problems. 

RV park maintenance people and 
owners typically shut off the 50-amp 
breakers in the power pedestal. 
Circuit breakers are not an on/
off switch, and as a result over a 

Thanks to Larry McGaugh RV Comfort Systems for providing the graphics and background support for this article. It’s also important to note that the 
company’s CheapHeat Electric Hybrid Furnace kit is not subject to these types of overload problems when configured to operate on 50-amp service. 
Along with its inherent phase protection, it also features multiple high-temperature safety systems to protect against overheating conditions. In addition, 
it is hard-wired directly into the motorhome’s main power system, removing any potential fire hazard created by using a plug-in portable electric heater.

(Positive) 0-120 VAC

(Negative) 0-120 VAC

(Positive) 0-120 VAC

(Negative) 0-120 VAC

240 VAC 50 HZ

  Figure 5

  Figure 7   Figure 8

  Figure 6

period of time the amperage rating 
diminishes because the bimetal 
strips lose elasticity. If you suspect 
the breakers trip prematurely, 
contact the park manager. 

A simple voltmeter and a surge 
protector should be a part of every 
motorhome owner’s arsenal. Modern 
digital meters are easy to use and 
will take the guesswork out of many 
electrical situations. 

September 2015  MotorHome  101

MH1509-Campground Power Pitfalls.indd   6/30/15   12:06 PM   - 101 -    (Cyan)MH1509-Campground Power Pitfalls.indd   6/30/15   12:06 PM   - 101 -    (Magenta)MH1509-Campground Power Pitfalls.indd   6/30/15   12:06 PM   - 101 -    (Yellow)MH1509-Campground Power Pitfalls.indd   6/30/15   12:06 PM   - 101 -    (BlacK)



“Breathable” 
Polypropylene Panels

Side Vents

Zippered Doors 
for Easy Access

Reinforced Grommets, 
Buckles, Flaps & Straps

INTRODUCING

BEST PROTECTION

AVAILABLE FOR:  TRAVEL TRAILER  •  5TH WHEEL  •  CLASS A  •  CLASS C

View a video at CampingWorld.com/Elements to learn more!View a video at CampingWorld.com/Elements to learn more!

Front & rear vents improve 
airflow to prevent mold & mildew

B

Unique elastic insets on 
front & rear for snug fit

D

Box stitching & reinforced solid vinyl 
panels behind grommets & buckles

C

Four reinforced handles 
to help position cover!

A

Extended reinforced vinyl front & rear 
bumper corners for extra wear protection 

E

EXCLUSIVE FEATURES!
Elements RV Covers offer better protection against weather 

and environmental hazards, with stronger material, more 
reinforcement and better fit, plus easier on and off.

GOOD PROTECTION

EXCLUSIVE ELEMENTS ALL-CLIMATE RV COVERS 
WITH STRONGER FABRIC & STITCHING THAN THE LEADING BRAND! 

GOOD PROTECTION
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TWICE 
AS STRONG AS 

OTHER FABRICS!

Strong weather-resistant 
roof panel reflects UV 

and helps prevent leaks

NEW! Elements Tire Covers 
Shields your tires from damaging UV, weather and 
environmental damage that cause premature sidewall 
cracking and shortened tire life. Built for durability, 
with double-needle stitching, overlapping seams and 
reinforced grommets. Secure them with vinyl strap 
and hook-and-loop fasteners to prevent loss in high 
winds. Available for tires 27" - 45" in diameter.

NEW &
EXCLUSIVE!

4-Pack Matching 
Tire Covers!

—PLUS — 
GOOD SAM CLUB MEMBERS

SAVE 15%
ON NEW ELEMENTS 

ACCESSORY COVERS!

Visit CampingWorld.com/Elements to see a 
full selection of Elements Accessory Covers!

SAME GREAT ELEMENTS BENEFITS PLUS:
• TWICE as STRONG as Other Fabrics!
• Poly-Oxford Fabric Tested for Superior 
 STRENGTH & DURABILITY
• LIGHTER WEIGHT for Easier Installation
• Less Bulk for Easier Handling & More 
 Compact Storage
• Front/Rear/Side Vents with Mesh Insets 
 for Improved Ventilation

C
A041172

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club MembersCampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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TV LIKE HOME 
WHEREVER 
YOU ROAM™ 

FOR USE 
WITH DISH® 

VQ4500

FOR USE 
WITH DIRECTV®* 

VQ4100

KING Quest™KING® Tailgater®

• Fully Automatic, Simple Set-up 
• Portable or Roof-Mount Ready 
• Supports Multiple TV Viewing** 
• Compact, Lightweight Design (13.5” x 18.75” x 17” / 8 lbs)

Simply better, by design.™

*Does not receive DIRECTV HD programming. Not compatible with DIRECTV  Ka band satellites or SWM only receivers.  **Must be on the same satellite.DISH® and Tailgater® are registered trademarks of DISH Network, L.L.C. 
DIRECTV® is a registered trademark of DIRECTV, L.L.C.  KING® is a registered trademark and Simply better, by design™,    and  TV like home, wherever you roam™  and Quest™ are trademarks of Electronic Controlled Systems Inc.

RVING TAILGATING OUTDOORS

PORTABLE & ROOF-MOUNTABLE 
SATELLITE TV ANTENNAS

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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EFFICIENT AIRFLOW

By Bill and Jenn Gehr

Aroof vent to a motorhome is like jelly to peanut butter. All 
RVs have at least one 14-by-14-inch roof vent, and many have 
multiple vents. While these basic vents can be opened to let in 
fresh air, they do little to remove warm air (except by convection), 

let alone improve air circulation. With little or no breeze from the outside, 
you’ll be lucky if even a small amount of heat escapes the cabin space.

UPGRADE: VENT FAN

Ph
ot

os
: B

ob
 L

iv
in

gs
to

n

comfort level of any RV.
Fan-Tastic Vent, under the 

auspices of Atwood Mobile Products 
(now part of Dometic), has introduced 
the fl agship model 7350 vent that 
comes with all the bells and whistles, 
taking the company’s 30 years of 

Roof vents fi tted with a generic-
type fan help somewhat, but for the 
most part they move little air and 
can be noisy. On the other hand, a 
Fan-Tastic Vent, one of the most 
respected names in rooftop ventila-
tion, can make a big difference in the 

experience building ventilators to 
the next level. The core of its top fan 
system is a 12-volt DC, 10-inch rotary 
fan that will create balanced airfl ow for 
maximum air exchange. Fresh, clean 
air can be pulled in or hot air pushed 
out in only minutes. Smoke and odors 
from cooking can also be removed 
almost instantly. The new fans are 
capable of moving nearly 1,000 cubic 
feet of air per minute. Fan-Tastic Vent 
offers fi ve models to choose from, and 
all feature an incredibly durable Lexan 
lid and a sealed motor that’s proven 
reliable during many years of service. 

Installing strategically located Fan-Tastic Vents keeps the air moving and interior 
temperatures regulated, while the remote-control operation provides added versatility
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Fan-Tastic Vent model 7350 is 
almost completely automatic and 
comes with an infrared remote that 
allows the user to “customize” the 
operation by selecting fan speed 
or temperature to assure optimal 
interior comfort. There are 14 fan 
speeds, one of which is a whisper-
quiet mode. The remote can be set 
for an automatic variable speed 
that’s tied into a thermostat. In this 
case, the fan will come on and go off 
as necessary to control the preset 
interior temperature.

A must-have feature in the model 
7350 is the rain sensor. It takes the 
worry out of leaving the vent open 
during a rain event while the RV is 
unattended. When the rain sensor 
detects moisture, the vent lid closes 
automatically. Once the sensor dries 
out, the smart fan reopens to continue 

[1] The installation process starts with the 
removal of the existing roof vent shroud. [2] 
This original vent opening was prewired from 
the factory. Leads are tested for polarity and 
marked. [3] Up on the roof, sealant from the 
original roof vent is removed from the screw 
heads. [4] A screw gun is used to remove the 
original screws; be prepared to deal with 
messy sealant, especially if the RV is new.

FAN-TASTIC VENT INSTALL

[5] Old sealant is scraped away from the original roof vent frame; be careful not to puncture the rubber membrane. [6] A scraping tool is used to 
release the factory roof vent from the roof. Take time to do it right and prevent damage to the rubber roof, which will likely lift up during the process.

1

3

2

4

5 6
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ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS ON OUTDOOR ESSENTIALS!

4-in-1 
Table

Adjustable 
height—141⁄2", 

271⁄4" or 32" Folds for compact storage

Moisture 
resistant 
tabletop

Use detachable 
tables separately 

or together

C
A

04
12

12

Cool nylon mesh 
seat and back

250 lb. capacity

Sling Chair

191⁄2" W

8D Pack-Away 
Lantern

4D LED 
Lantern

LED bulb 
produces bright 

200 lumens

Water resistant, 
compact lantern 

produces 54 
lumens

Instant Screen
• 15' x 13' footprint
• Sets up in less than  
 60 seconds
• 50+ UVGuard  
 protection factor

Both grills fold and roll 
conveniently or stand 

upright for storage

 Easy-rolling 
rubber wheels 
for portability

• Propane powered
• 20,000 BTUs
•  285 sq. in. cooking surface

Heavy-duty 
side table

Road Trip 
Xcursion Grill

 Easy-rolling 
rubber wheels 
for portability

Road Trip 
LXE Grill

• Propane powered
• 20,000 BTUs
• 285 sq. in. porcelain coated
 cast iron cooking surface Road Trip Grill 

Accessories
• Griddle 13" x 13" 
• Big Griddle 13" x 13" 
• Stove Grate 103⁄4" x 12" 
• Grated Griddle 13" x 13" 
• Duffel Bag

Built-in cup 
holder
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FAN-TASTIC VENT INSTALL

circulating air.
Best of all, the Fan-Tastic Vent 

fits in a standard 14-by-14-inch 
roof opening, and the installation is 
further simplified by having to hook 
up only two power leads (positive 
and negative). If power is not 
nearby, the installation will take 
more time, but normally it can be 
accomplished in about an hour and 
15 minutes, using basic hand tools.

The hardest part of the job is 
removing the sealant from around 
the existing roof vent, pulling the 
screws (which will undoubtedly be 
gooey) and carefully prying the old 
frame off the roof. Use caution not 
to damage the roof while removing 
the sealant and releasing the lip of 
the existing roof vent, especially if 
the roof has a rubber membrane.

Once the area around the roof 
vent hole is cleaned up, it’s just a 
matter of installing the Fan-Tastic 
Vent using the supplied gasket and 
lap sealer designed for the specific 
roof surface. You can save yourself 
a lot of trouble by making sure 
the frame and shroud fit properly 
from the inside and confirming that 
the fan works before screwing the 
frame to the roof and applying the 
lap sealer.

The installation process was 
uneventful, except for positioning 
the shroud. The standard shroud 
is too short for a thicker roof. A 

[7] The original roof vent is lifted off the roof. In this case the sealant was pretty fresh, so it was messy to work with. [8] A scraping tool is used to 
remove excess sealant from the rubber membrane surrounding the hole in the roof. Go slowly and use caution to prevent cutting the membrane.

[9] A foam gasket is applied to the Fan-Tastic Vent before it is positioned [10] into the hole in the 
roof. No other sealant is needed on the gasket surface. [11] Once it has been established that 
the fit is correct (from the inside) and the shroud slides into place without restriction, it’s time to 
attach the new vent to the roof using the supplied screws. [12] Lap sealer is applied around the 
edges of the Fan-Tastic Vent frame and on the screw heads. Lap sealer fills voids as it spreads. It 
takes a little practice to apply the right amount of sealer; in most cases, more is not better.

7 8

9

11

10

12
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• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 25 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• 600 Stores Nationwide
• HarborFreight.com    800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy
• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON
SUPER

 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON
SUPER

 

COUPON
SUPER

 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES
HARBOR FREIGHT

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track 
Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher, 
Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), Predator Gas Power Items, open box items, 
in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days 
from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

ANY SINGLE ITEM

20%
OFF

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our 
stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

FREE
How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?
We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide.

WITH ANY PURCHASE

 $14999 

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT  67847  shown
61454/61693

REG. PRICE 
$219 .99 

SAVE 
$70

REG. PRICE 
$7 .99 

 $329 

EMERGENCY 
39 LED TRIANGLE 
WORKLIGHT

SAVE 
58%

LOT  62158  shown
62417/62574 Batteries included.

WOW SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer 

good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SAVE
$50

$7999

 $9999 9999 REG. PRICE 
$129. 99 

 1650 PSI 
PRESSURE 

WASHER 
LOT 69488

• 1.3 GPM

SAVE 
46%

 $3199 
REG. PRICE 

$59 .99 

60 LED SOLAR SECURITY LIGHT

Includes 6V, 
900 mAh NiCd 
battery pack.

WOW SUPER COUPON

$13499 $19799 19799 
REG. PRICE 
$299.99

LOT  61776/61969/61970 /69684 shown

12" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL 

MITER SAW WITH
 LASER GUIDE

LOT  61776/61969/61970 /69684 

SAVE
$165

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

 MOVER'S DOLLY 

LOT   60497/93888 shown
61899/62399

SAVE 
40%

 $899 
REG. PRICE 

$14.99

• 1000 lb. 
Capacity

WOW SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

$599  $899 $899 
REG. PRICE 

$15.99

YOUR 
CHOICE!

 9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION 
WRENCH SETS 

SAE
LOT 69043 
42304 shown

METRIC
LOT 69044
42305

YOUR 

SAVE
62%  $5999 

REG. PRICE $119 .99 

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK 

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 
Most Vehicles

• Weighs 27 lbs.
SAVE 
$60

 LOT  69252
60569/62160
62496/62516

68053 shown

SAVE 
50%

TWO TIER 
COLLAPSIBLE 
EASY-STORE 

STEP LADDER

REG. PRICE 
$39 .99  $1999 

LOT  67514 

• 225 lb. Capacity

2500 LB. 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH WIRELESS 
REMOTE CONTROL

LOT 61258  shown
61840 /61297/68146

REG. PRICE 
$149.99

 $4999 

SAVE 
$100

900 PEAK/
700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE
 GAS RECREATIONAL 

GENERATOR
LOT  66619/ 60338

62472/69381 shown

 $9999 REG. PRICE 
$179.99

SAVE 
$80

1" x 25 FT. 
TAPE 

MEASURE
LOT 69080 shown

69030/69031/47737

VALUE
 $699 

LOT 62534/69643 shown

WOW SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/8/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

 44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 

ROLLER CABINET 

• Weighs 245 lbs.

$36999SAVE
$330

 $38999 38999 
REG. PRICE 
$699.99

LOT 62744/69387/62270/62591/    68784 shown
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FAN-TASTIC VENT INSTALL

There are many Fan-Tastic Vents 
in service today, and many of those 
units are basic models with a three-
speed fan and manual controls. For 
those who would like to upgrade an 
existing Fan-Tastic Vent to benefi t 
from the features of the top-of-
the-line 7350 model, a kit is readily 
available. The upgrade kit takes 
advantage of the infrared remote, 
which is not only convenient but a 
great benefi t for controlling vents 
that are installed in RVs with high 
ceilings — eliminating the need to 
climb on a stool or chair to reach 
the controls. The cost difference 
between a new unit and an upgrade 

kit can be substantial; the upgrade 
kit sells for around $200.

Installation time on the upgrade 
kit will run about 45 minutes; tools 
needed for installation include a 
Phillips screwdriver or a cordless 
drill with a Phillips bit, a putty knife, 
wire strippers, a wire crimper and 
an optional 1/8-inch drill bit. It’s 
just a matter of removing the inside 
ceiling trim and frame and lifting 
out the motor and screen assembly. 
Just make sure to mark the positive 
and negative wires before cutting. 
Specifi c instructions for wiring the 
upgrade parts are provided.

Before installing the upgrade 

kit, the black jumper will have to 
be set on the circuit board and the 
pins selected to match the style and 
model of the existing 12-volt DC 
motor. After connecting the wires, 
the motor should be tested before 
installing the inside trim. Use caution 
not to pinch any of the wires that may 
hang below the upgrade assembly.

All that is left to do is program 
the remote and enjoy the benefi ts of 
the model 7350 Fan-Tastic Vent. 

longer shroud is available and can easily be trimmed 
using metal shears.

The fi nal step in the process is programming the 
remote, which is user-friendly. A bracket for the remote 
can be mounted on the wall for easy access. Just 
remember that the remote has an infrared signal, so 
line of sight is important. 

Fan-Tastic Vent products are made in the USA. Model 
7350 has a varied price range, depending on where you 
shop, but can be found between $249 and $325.

[13] Once the sealer is applied up top, the next steps are done 
inside. Wires are carefully routed between the Fan-Tastic Vent and 
the roof frame. [14] Butt connectors are used to splice the power 
leads. It’s best to trim the wires so they can be routed neatly into a 
nearby opening in the roof structure. [15] A new shroud is positioned 
to fi nish off the installation. Thicker roofs will require the optional 
longer shroud that can be trimmed to fi t. [16] The  bracket that 
holds the remote control can be mounted to the wall. [17] Silicone is 
applied to the vent lid seal to prevent sticking down the road. 

UPGRADING AN EXISTING FAN-TASTIC VENT

Fan-Tastic Vent
800-521-0298, www.fantasticvent.com 

For More Information

13

14

15 16 17
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WINNEBAGO JOURNEY, TOUR, VISTA, FORZA, SIGHTSEER, ADVENTURER, ACCESS, OUTLOOK, ASPECT, VIA, VIEW, ERA, TREND, TRAVATO • COACHMEN CROSS COUNTRY, MIRADA

ENCOUNTER, PURSUIT, FREELANDER, LEPRECHAUN, CONCORD, PRISM
, CHAPARRAL, BROOKSTONE, FREEDOM

 EXPRESS • FO
REST RIVER FORESTER, SUNSEEKER, LEXINGTON, SOLERA, SALEM

, CRUISE LITE, CEDAR CREEK, COTTAGE, W
ILDCAT, R-POD, SURVEYOR, EXTRALITE 

COACH HOUSE PLATINUM, PLATINUM II, ARRIVA • RIVERSIDE WHITEWATER, CLASSIC & RETRO • GREAT WEST LEGEND SE, LEGEND EX • PLEASANT VALLEY T@B 

2110 N. Tamiami Trail · Nokomis, FL 34275
(Between Sarasota and Venice on U.S. 41)

(941) 966-2182 · Toll Free 1-800-262-2182

940 Lakeland Park Center Drive (formerly Crevasse St.) 
Lakeland, FL 33809 (I-4 Exit 32) 

(863) 853-9177 · Toll-free 1-877-663-7506

E-mail: info@rvworldinc.com • Web site: www.rvworldinc.com
Turn your RV into $$$. Sell it. Consign it. Trade it. CALL MARK A. SANTANGELO AT 1-800-262-2182

TWO CONVENIENT FLORIDA LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
Please note: Not all brands are available at both locations. Please call!

OUR LOW-PRICE GUARANTEE: WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD!
Here’s how it works: Shop around. Get your best deal.  

We will match or beat any written offer on an identical unit from our stock.
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27

TRAVEL TRAILERS, FIFTH WHEELS, TOY HAULERS, ULTRALIGHTS

 CLASS B AND B+ SMALL MOTORHOMES

CLASS C MINIHOMES

HOME OF THE HAPPY CAMPER®

CLASS A FULL-SIZE MOTORHOMES (GAS & DIESEL)

TWO CONVENIENT FLORIDA LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!TWO CONVENIENT FLORIDA LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1977
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INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FROM OUR READERSINNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FROM OUR READERS

A Better Fuzz Trap
Whenever I change the oil in my motorhome I 
remove the metallic “fuzz’’ that collects on my 
magnetic engine-oil drain plug. I have found that 
using a speaker magnet attached to the end of the 
engine-oil fi lter can isolate much more of this type of 
contamination. That magnet is far stronger than the 
one in my drain plug, and upon opening a used fi lter, 
I discover much more steel sludge than my drain 
plug had been catching.

Another tip: Use a 2-quart oil fi lter, if available, 
for the engine; most replacement fi lters only hold 1 
quart, or less, of oil.
Frank Woythal | Andover, New York

QUICK TIPS

Buckle Up
Whenever the sofa in our motorhome was opened to use as a bed, 
the seat belts ended up on the fl oor behind the couch. Retrieving 
the belts, when needed for passengers, was a real pain. To 
alleviate that problem, we attached self-sticking hooks below the 
window behind the sofa and hang the belts on the hooks where 
they are easily retrieved for passenger use. If you fi nd that the 
straps do not stay on the hooks, use a small carabiner to hang the 
belt on the hook, or use an adhesive clamp (best installed upside 
down) instead of the hook.

With the seat belts so handy, it only takes a matter of seconds to 
secure our pup’s kennel for travel, which is really great.
James Magowan | Anchorage, Alaska

What Price, Vanity?
I never thought that I would reach the age where I could not open 
a vanity door. Turns out I was wrong. My motorhome has a vanity 
cabinet that has a small tab-type pull at the bottom of the bathroom 
mirror. I began having a hard time getting a hold of the tab and, 
once I did, the magnet made it nearly impossible to open.

After looking for a fi x, I came up with this: I bought a 3M 
Command removable picture hanger, size large. I then super-
glued the insert to the hanger and installed it sideways as the in-
structions show — just above the tab. There is now a nice hook to 
pull open the door. If the hanger gets dirty or breaks, I just pull the 
tab and replace it.
Fred Sarvis | Greendale, Indiana 

Have an Idea? Quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your DIY ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750 
Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Be sure to include any photos, 
illustrations or drawings. If your tip is selected for publication, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN. Ill
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This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Plan Description carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations. GTA29232 TL 0114

855-814-5468

INTERNATIONAL EMERGENCY MEDICAL & TRAVEL ASSISTANCE

CALL OR CLICK TO LEARN MORE

Good Sam TravelAssist Benefits Include:
•  Transportation Home After Stabilization •  RV/Vehicle Return Service
•  Emergency Medical Evacuation  •  Travel Companion Benefits  
•  Prescription Replacement Assistance •  Pet Return Assistance

GoodSamTravelAssist.com

In CASE of A medical emergency, 
We’ll get you, YOUR PET, & your RV 

home safely.
PLANS starting AT    

$7999

GTA29232 April TL Collage Ad.indd   1 1/10/14   2:31 PM
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Bicycling is a natural extension of 
the RV lifestyle, and it’s common to 
fi nd one to four bikes hanging on a 

rack mounted on the rear of a motorhome 
or dinghy vehicle. No doubt, the rear of 
any vehicle is the worst environment for 
bicycles. Road debris can coat the frames 

with a layer of gunk that’s not only unsightly, but hard on 
the components. And diesel soot makes the situation even 
worse. Covers are mandatory if you want to keep the bikes 
clean and ready to ride. But not all covers are created equal.

Back in 1998 I discovered the USA Roadbag, possibly 
the most durable cover ever made, which lived up to 
claims of superior quality suggested by its patented 
protection. The bag was used to cover two bikes hanging 
on a rack via two extended arms. After years of repelling 
downpours and abuse from horrendous road dirt, the old 
bag was retired (but still in good shape) because it could 
not be fi tted on a new rack that held the bike wheels in 
channels rather than placing top tubes on arms. I redis-
covered USA Roadbag this year and am happy to report 
that the company now offers bags that will work on just 
about any rack that fi ts into a standard hitch receiver. We 
still travel with two bikes, and the current rack tends to 
provide more space between them. That being the case, 
the USA Roadbag model LT-37 is a perfect fi t. It’s actually 

TECH SAVVY

Cost: $179.95
Time: 10 minutes
Diffi culty: 1/10
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Above from left: The rear section of the cover is zipped around the circumference of the bag. The material is snapped into place around the 
bike-rack bar that goes into the hitch receiver. Straps (not provided) are used to snug the bag around the bikes.

Durable Bicycle Cover
USA Roadbag is the ultimate protection for 
bikes carried on a rack that mounts in a 
standard hitch receiver
By Bob Livingston

HANDS-ON | COACH & POWERTRAIN

the RV lifestyle, and it’s common to 
fi nd one to four bikes hanging on a 

Durable Bicycle Cover
USA Roadbag is the ultimate protection for 

 COACH & POWERTRAIN

Once strapped down, the Roadbag fi ts snugly around the bikes. Glow-
in-the-dark piping provides good visibility.

designed for up to three bicycles but covers two bikes (with 
large handlebars) quite nicely, without struggling to close 
the zipper.

The cover (bag) is made of durable 600-denier cloth 
that is very thick and waterproof. We opted for the LT-FL 
front-loading version to accommodate the design of our 
rack; it retails for $179.95. Essentially, it’s a two-piece bag 
connected by a long zipper that covers the circumference 
of the material. The design makes it work extraordinarily 
well, without having to remove the rack to install. This is a 
welcome feature, since we always hated removing the rack 
from the hitch receiver to slide off the previous cover when 
the bikes were not carried. 

Once the bikes are loaded on the rack and secure, the 
front portion of the bag is simply placed over both bikes 
and allowed to hang freely. The rear portion of the cover 
is then positioned around the stinger (bar) that goes into 
the hitch receiver and is zipped to the front section. Snaps 
are used to snug the material around the stinger. Sewn-in 
D-rings and straps are then used to tighten the Roadbag 
around the bikes so the material doesn’t fl op wildly in the 
wind. The whole process takes only minutes.

PROTECTIVE 
GEAR
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Above from top: Roadbag is opened and 
hung on the bikes before the back section is 
attached. Folding the bag into the original, tidy 
shape after use will take some doing.

Glow-in-the dark piping is sewn 
onto the material to provide visibility at 
night, but care must be taken to make 
sure the motorhome or dinghy vehicle 
taillights are not obstructed by the 
material. This can usually be accom-
plished by adjusting the straps.

USA Roadbags are available in 
eight colors and in two other sizes. The 
LT-27 ($169.95) is the smallest bag 
and is designed for one or two bikes. 
The largest of the models is the LT-47 
($189.95), which can accommodate up 
to four bikes, depending on style and 
configuration.

While the USA Roadbags are not 
inexpensive, they are durable enough 
to last for many years. Since they are 
waterproof, cleaning is just a matter 
of hosing off the material while in 
place around the bikes. Undoubtedly, 
this is the best bicycle cover we’ve 
ever used. 

USA Roadbags
208-660-6351, www.usaroadbag.com
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VOTE TODAY!
Go online or scan this code with your smartphone.

Vote for your favorite RV products in MotorHome's Readers' Choice Awards.
Go to MotorHome.com/Readers-Choice today to voice your opinion.
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Recreational Use 
APRs* As Low As

3.99%**

on loan amounts of 
$75k+

4.12%**

on loan amounts of 
$50k to $74,999

4.59%**

on loan amounts of 
$25k to $49,999

Today, approximately 40% of all RVs are 
sold through private parties. With easy 
access to neighborhood, local and online 
listings, shopping around for used RVs is 
easier than ever – but obtaining financing 
for a private party loan can often seem 
anything but simple. 

Luckily, the Good Sam Finance Center 
specializes in private party loans, so you 
can hit the road stress-free. 

Whether you’re looking for a fifth wheel, 
motorhome or travel trailer, obtaining 
private party financing for a 2007 model 
year or newer rig with the Good Sam 
Finance Center is a breeze. Our friendly 
loan specialists are ready to guide you 
through the loan process every step of 
the way.

Plus, the Good Sam Finance Center’s rates 
and terms for private party loans are the 
same as if you purchase a new or used rig 
from a dealer, and today’s low rates are 
fixed throughout the entire loan term.

Let us take care of the heavy lifting 
– we’ll pay off the seller, put the new 
registration in your name and handle all 
other necessary paperwork so you can 
focus on what matters most – enjoying 
your time on the road!

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

* Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply. 
** Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and 

is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be 2005 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 
2007 model year or newer. Maximum loan to value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA Used Wholesale 
Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A 15 year fixed-rate $55,000 
loan. Based on an APR of 4.12%, this loan has 144 monthly payments of $484.75 each. Information is accurate as of June 11, 2015.

FULL TIMERS: This offer is not available to applicants who use their RV as a principal dwelling (Full-Timer); visit website for Full-Timer rates and terms.
Good Sam Finance Center™ provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. © 2015 Bank of the West. NMLS ID # 19116.
Member FDIC.  GRL41605 - 0615

Private Party RV Loans
It’s Easier than You Think

Good Sam Finance Center Also Offers**:
• Loans for new RVs
• Refinancing of existing RV Loans
• Competitive fixed rates
•  RV loans and refinancing for 

Full-Timers

Call us at 1-800-444-1476 and mention priority code 444
Or visit us online at GoodSamRVLoans.com/444
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20' SEWER HOSE KITS
CONNECT BOTH HOSES

FOR A 20’ EXTENSION
USE A SINGLE HOSE

FOR DUMP STATION CONVENIENCE OR

• Holds position for superior drainage
• Fittings rotate to keep hose fl at
• UV stabilized poly construction 
   for leak protection
• Includes universal sewer adapter

• Tough 26 mil TPE material for leak protection
• UV and puncture resistant
• Fittings rotate to keep hose fl at
• Spring back crush feature for leak protection
• Includes universal sewer adapter

•18 mil vinyl cover with UV protection
• Fittings rotate to keep hose fl at
• Spring back crush feature for leak protection
• Includes universal sewer adapter

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide

CA
04

14
19
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Sagging Springs
Last year I noticed that my 
2003 Dolphin motorhome was 

riding low on the right front and the 
steering was deteriorating. While 
getting it ready this season I took it 
to a truck repair service to solve the 
problem. A few days ago they told 
me that the right front spring had 
bottomed out and that the left front 
had only ½ inch to go. That was the 
good news. The bad news was that 
they and their spring supplier could 
not fi nd replacement springs. Since 
I consider it unsafe to operate the 
coach in its present condition I hope 
you can help me fi nd a source for 
some replacement springs.
Mike Foley | Butte, Montana

Over time, some steel springs 
sag more than others. Also, 

many motorhomes have uneven 
weight distribution from side to side. 
Take your motorhome to a shop that 
specializes in truck springs and sus-
pensions. They can often make up 
a set of springs to order, or re-arch 
the old ones. This will typically save 
a lot of money compared to buying 
them through Workhorse. You can 
also contact Benz Spring Company in 

TECH SAVVY

Portland, Oregon, www.benzspring
.com, as it manufactures coil and leaf 
springs of all types for motor vehicles. 
It can replicate the stock springs or 
make them as a custom order if, for 
example, you want them a bit stronger 
for carrying the load without sagging, 
or the company can make them a bit 
taller to help raise the front end a bit 
if you’d like. Its tech support advisers 
can help you make the right choice.

Backing With a Dinghy
I understand that backing up a 
motorhome with a car in tow (all 

four wheels down) is not going to work 
well because the towed vehicle’s front 
wheels will do something unexpected. 
In an emergency situation, can this 
problem be avoided if someone is in 
the towed vehicle with control of the 
steering? 
Mark Rutter | Charleston, South Carolina

These warnings about backing up 
are mainly to avoid jackknifi ng, 

which is the result of how the dinghy 
vehicle’s steering geometry reacts 
when the car is backed up. Towed 
forward, the wheels are aimed ahead, 
and pushed back, the wheels naturally 

cock off to one side or the other. 
Typically you can back up straight for 
several feet before jackknifi ng occurs, 
and if you have an assistant to keep the 
steering turned properly and have a 
way to communicate (such as walkie-
talkies or cellphones) you should be 
able to back up a short distance in an 
emergency. Obviously, you also have 
the option of disconnecting the dinghy 
and moving the vehicles separately. 
This is what I recommend and should 
be done if you have to turn while 
backing up, or back up more than a few 
feet.

Diesels on Propane 
I’m considering buying a 
motorhome when I retire. I 

recently test drove a 2011 Holiday 
Rambler Trip and I loved the way it 
rode and handled; however, I felt it 
was a bit underpowered. Since I love 
everything else about this motorhome 
I was thinking of installing a propane 
injection kit, particularly Powershot 
2000, if I buy one of these motorhomes. 
I have heard that these devices provide 
more power, improved fuel economy, 
increased engine life and cleaner 
emissions. I have also heard from 

By Ken Freund

I have a 2000 Winnebago Chieftain on a Ford 
chassis and have a faulty gas gauge. When 
the ignition key is on, the gauge shows full all 
the time. When the key is off, the gauge shows 

empty. Could it be a faulty tank sensor, ground wire or 
maybe rodent damage to the wires? Is there some way I 
can test it?
H. Miller | Via email

Ford dealers and many independent shops have 
gas gauge testers that can determine where the 

problem is, for example if the sending unit or gauge 

is faulty. The gauge is probably OK, because it sweeps 
through its full scale. It’s likely that either the sending 
unit is faulty, or the wire connecting it to the gauge 
has been chafed. I would start by checking the wiring 
and connections by the gas tank. If the tank has to be 
removed to access the sending unit, make sure to drive 
the motorhome until the tank is almost empty. 

Gas Gauge Problems

HANDS-ON | COACH & POWERTRAIN
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mechanics and skeptics who advise 
not to install such a kit, saying it is 
hard on the engine and I would not 
experience better fuel economy, but I 
would experience more power. I would 
like your opinion and also to hear from 
readers who have actually installed 
a propane injection kit on their 
motorhome to get their feedback as 
to how they like it, and what improve-
ments they noticed, if any.
David Rolley | Suisun City, California

Welcome to motorhoming, David. 
We hope you join the ranks of 

owners soon. Motorhomes are much 
heavier than cars and their power-to-
weight ratios put them at a serious 
disadvantage acceleration wise. I 
suspect that if you drove other diesel 
motorhomes you would experience 
similar acceleration. There are some 
advantages of propane injection, which 
is also known as propane fumigation, 
but there are also risks in addition 

to the extra cost. These systems add 
propane to the engine’s incoming air 
— they do not inject it directly into the 
cylinders like diesel injectors do. I tend 
to agree with your mechanics that you 
can experience more power, but it can 
be harder on the engine and overall 
fuel economy (the cost per mile for 
both fuels) is likely to remain close to 
the same or decrease. These systems 
do not have California Air Resources 
Board executive order numbers and 
are not approved for emission-con-
trolled vehicles in California or states 
adopting its emissions guidelines. 
There are other ways of increasing 
diesel power without adding the com-
plication of an additional fuel source, 
depending on the engine application.

Towing a Classic Pickup
I am considering buying a classic 
pickup truck as a surprise for my 

wife who has yearned for one of the 

COACH & POWERTRAIN

Low voltage causes appliances to run hotter. 
Get the cure. Get a Hughes Autoformer TODAY!

PREVENTION 
is worth a pound of  cure.” 

“An ounce of

RV Wisdom 101 

2015 HA. All Rights Reserved.

Visit: hughesautoformers.com 
or Call: 888-540-1504

YOUR FIRST SOURCE  
FOR RV CHASSIS  
PERFORMANCE!
We Specialize in  
Diesel Pushers

YOUR FIRST SOURCE 

541-343-0293 • www.RV-CHASSIS.com

•  Trailing Arm Replacement Kits and Ride Enhancement Kits  
for Monaco, Roadmaster, Freightliner, Ford.

• Try us for all hard to find or out of production parts.
•  Visit us at our New Service Center in Coburg, OR  

or online at www.rv-chassis.com.
•  Custom-tuned “Platinum Series” Shocks  

manufactured exclusively for SEI by Bilstein USA.

old Chevy trucks for years. I’d like to 
know if it is possible to fl at tow a 1969 
Chevrolet C20 pickup with a V-8 engine 
and automatic transmission? Motor-
Home’s Dinghy Guides don’t go back 
that far, so I thought a direct question 
might be better.
Simon Whiteley | Henderson, Nevada

I have owned several vintage 
Chevy and GMC trucks from this 

era and I like the styling and simplicity 
of the vehicles, which makes working 
on them more enjoyable. Unfortu-
nately, that model is not towable 
without drivetrain modifi cations. It 
would likely have a Turbohydromatic 
model 350 transmission, which would 
be damaged by long-distance towing. 
Remco (800-228-2481, www.remco
industries.com/Towing/Store.php) 
makes driveshaft disconnects and 
fl uid pumps, which can be installed to 
protect the transmission when towing. 
However, if you choose a K20 4x4 
model, you can tow it without modifi ca-
tions by placing the transfer case in 
NEUTRAL, the transmission in PARK and 
unlocking the manual front axle hubs. 
The parking brake must be released 
and the steering must be free to turn, 
just as with any dinghy.

Newcomer’s Advice
I am nearing 30 and just bought a 
1979 Ford 460 Trans Craft Class 

C motorhome so we can explore the 
U.S. Where might we go to fi nd an old 
manual? The Internet was no help. 
Also, we are looking for advice as far as 
protecting our motorhome, such as the 
best way to maintain seals and prevent 
body leaks, what to watch out for in the 
engine or when towing a dinghy.
Andrew Gillies | Walkerton, Indiana

An older Class C motorhome in 
good condition is an excellent 

way to get into motorhoming without 
breaking the bank. Original owner’s 
manuals can be diffi cult to come by 
on these older models, however. 
Sometimes they can be found on eBay, 
or another auction site. You can also 
check with Faxon (continued on page 124)
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• 5 Minute Install
• 19’ More Stopping                                              

Distance

WIRELESS
LED BRAKE Light
For Your TOAD

•Includes Day-
   Time Running Light
•Super Hi-Visibility!

JIRAH 
909.297.1926
www.jirahled.com
sales@jirahled.com
 – Your Trusted LED Source for 11 Years –

CalMark Cover Co.
  covered!has your RV

100% USA Made
FSR® Construction
Zipper Doors
Full 6 Year Warranty
100% Guarantee
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• Highest UV Rated
• Water Resistant

• Breathable
• Mold/Mildew Resistant

• 100% Non Abrasive
Best fabric for ALL weather conditions in USA & Canada

Made by Glen 
Raven Mills

1-800-838-7236
calmarkcovers.com

info@calmarkcovers.com
Specializing in all types of RVs, Horse trailers & more!

Since 1982

RVing Women
• Support
• Adventure
• Friendship
• Education

Learn More
480-671-6226

www.rvingwomen.org

ENGINE OIL DRAIN VALVE
Makes your oil change easy and clean!

tel:425-270-3466 

www.OilDrainValve.net

For
-RVs
-Generators
-Water drain
-Trucks

ORDER ONLINE

The Finest/Toughest Bikecover 
Built To Beat The Weather

• Made of 600D Canvas
• Call for Colors Available
• 3 Sizes Available
• Made in the USA

USARoadbag.com
(208) 660-6351
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DESTINATIONS

ARKANSAS

GoodSamClub.com
Join today at

Good Sam Club now o�ers 
even more money-saving 

reasons to join!

1.800.234.3450
or call

•Good Sam RV Park  
 Camping Discounts
•Camping World Club Pricing
•Pilot Flying J Fuel, Propane &  
 Dump Station Discounts 
•Preferred Rates on Insurance  
 and Roadside Assistance
•Plus Many More!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!

Good Friends • Good Fun • Great Savings!
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From the RV Sanitation Expert
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2
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✓ Space saving 7' x 1" hose extends to 21'!

✓  Transfers waste quickly – 20' uphill and 150' 

distance – lets you use hard-to-reach dump stations 

✓ Stepped & threaded Nozzle fi ts most dump ports

Hooks up to RV’s sewer connection — 
Powerful Pump action works fast and clean.

From the RV Sanitation ExpertFrom the RV Sanitation Expert

The Easiest Way to Empty a Holding Tank!

CA
04

153
3

ON SALE NOW for Good Sam Club Members
CampingWorld.com  |  1.888.857.6625  |  SuperCenters Nationwide
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Simple Tools Leave 
Motorhomes Shining
With Shurhold Industries’ Brite 
Wash and Wash Mitt, motorhome 
owners can remove surface dirt 
and give their rigs a good washing 
without breaking out lots of cleaning 
equipment. Shurhold’s Brite Wash is 
formulated to clean fi berglass, clear 
coat, metal, rubber and painted 
surfaces, and removes dirt, grease, 
salt and other debris without dulling 
a fi nish or stripping away wax or 
polish, according to the company. 
The concentrated formula is 
designed to resist water spots. 

Shurhold’s Wash Mitt is made 
from soft, synthetic, absorbent fi bers 
and can be used wet or dry. The 
shaped thumb and elastic-band base 
make for a comfortable, snug fi t. 

The MSRP for Brite Wash is 
$11.98 for a 32-ounce bottle; the 
Wash Mitt is $5.98.

Shurhold, 800-962-6241, 
www.shurhold.com/rv.

Auto Literature (www.faxonauto
literature.com). Some owners post a 
request on online RV forums, and if 
you fi nd another RVer at a campground 
with a similar motorhome you might 
ask them to let you borrow their 
manual so you can copy or scan it.

Most of the systems and appliances 
in your motorhome are the same as 
others throughout the industry. You can 
easily fi nd instructions for the refrigera-
tor, water heater and so on by way of 
the manufacturers’ websites. When it 
comes to instructions specifi c to your 
motorhome, you may need to visit a 
service center with a list of specifi c 
questions in hand and have one of their 
techs help you sort things out.

Hybrid Motorhomes
I’ve noticed that small trucks and 
city buses are now using hybrid 

technology. Is anyone working on this 
for motorhomes?
Chris Orcutt | Portland, Oregon

Manufacturers keep such 
projects under wraps for com-

petitive reasons, so this information 
is not readily available. Winnebago 
and another manufacturer had 
concept models with a diesel hybrid 
system in 2009, but the cost of these 
systems limits availability of hybrids in 
motorhomes. That year was also not 
the right time, from a state-of-the-
economy standpoint, to be introduc-
ing a motorhome with a chassis that 
bore a signifi cantly higher price tag. 
European motorhome manufacturer 
Hymer has produced some hybrids, as 
the higher fuel costs help justify the 
expense. It’s likely that some are under 
consideration, although diesel engines 
have been found to provide much of 
the fuel savings advantage without 
the complication of hybrid drives. 
Motorhomes are typically not driven 
enough to justify expensive and heavier 
hybrid drivetrains, unlike local delivery 
vehicles, which are driven daily 
year-round and rack up lots of miles. 
On these, the fuel savings can more 
quickly offset the additional costs.

OBDII Testers
My Airstream Interstate seems 
to have a warning light on during 

most trips. Would you consider 
reviewing all the various OBDII devices 
available? Having this device would 
help me, not only with diagnostics, but 
with economy guidance too. 
Bill Cawthorne | Mesa, Arizona

First you need to determine if 
the warning light you are seeing 

is what is commonly called the check 
engine light (or more properly the mal-
function indicator lamp), or if it is some 
other warning light that is not a part of 
the onboard diagnostic system. Yours 
is the only request to review testers 
that I have ever received, and there are 

(continued from page 120)
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✓ Space saving 7' x 1" hose extends to 21'!

✓  Transfers waste quickly – 20' uphill and 150' 

distance – lets you use hard-to-reach dump stations 

✓ Stepped & threaded Nozzle fi ts most dump ports

Hooks up to RV’s sewer connection — 
Powerful Pump action works fast and clean.

From the RV Sanitation ExpertFrom the RV Sanitation Expert

The Easiest Way to Empty a Holding Tank!
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so many of them on the market that 
it is not really practical to test every 
one. However, they will all read stored 
codes and identify problem areas.

Fuel-saving Devices
We have a 2005 Itasca Class 
A motorhome with a 350-

horsepower Caterpillar engine and get 
approximately 6 MPG. I see ads for fuel-
saving devices that claim significant 
savings (from 5.7 MPG to 8.3 MPG on a 
425-horsepower Cummins). Have you 
or your readers had any experience 
with this? 
Paul Yeany | Lake City, Florida

The fuel economy experienced 
with your motorhome seems 

to be on the low side of what other 
RVers typically report, so there may be 
something wrong mechanically with 
your chassis, or driving techniques, 
which are reducing mileage. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 

maintains a website with information 
on fuel-saver products www.epa.gov/
oms/consumer/reports.htm. Beware 
of products that rely on testimonials 
rather than scientific testing. Keep 
in mind that if a product produces 
tremendous results, manufacturers 
would likely incorporate it to gain a 
market advantage. As the old saying 
goes, if something seems too good to 
be true, it probably is.

Storage Concerns
We are new to motorhoming 
and we purchased a 2015 Thor 

Windsport 27K Class A motorhome. 
We plan to store it in Pheonix, Arizona 
from September through January. 
Should I encapsulate the motorhome 
with one of those complete motorhome 
covers (and tire covers)? Also, you 
talked about moving the motorhome 
once a month to prevent the tires from 
developing a flat spot. Can I use the 
auto-leveling system (continued on page 128) D
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To advertise in the Classifieds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

INVESTMENTS

EARN 9.6% INTEREST 
PER ANNUM 
1 (855) 306-3223 Toll Free 
Not available in some states.       

MAIL FORWARDING

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD  
LOW Rates/NO State Income Tax/Save $$$  
NO Wheel Tax/NO Safety Inspect / 866-747-3700  
www.Americas-Mailbox.com/TL Call us first!       

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

3 Locations in So. California! 800-961-4464 
San Marcos-Off Hwy 78-Camping World 
Accessory Store on Site. 
Santee - Off Hwy 67 @ Riverford 
Palm Desert - Off I-10 @ Washington St. 
Over 300 Motorhomes & Towables! 
HOLLANDRVCENTERS.COM     

2014 WINNEBAGO ADVENTURER MODEL 35P GAS 
Coach V10 Ford F53 Chassis. 3 Slides, King 
Bed, 3 HD TVs, External Ent System, Like 
New Condition, 3500 miles. $135K Contact 
Bob at 252-564-5068 or bknoll62@yahoo.com

2009 Allegro Bus, Exc Cond, Model QSP, 
40’, Spartan, 425hp, 42K miles, $170,000 
SN-07335/Vin-65790. Email Jim at 
jimjeancarter@bellsouth.net (Dal, TX.)

New RV Resort, NE Georgia Mtns. Immed 
opening for seasoned/dynamic salesperson.  
Successful candidate will have: Proven RV lot 
sales track record. Proficient in MS Office. Strong 
oral/written/people skills. Finalist will receive 
a site on which to stay, as well as remuneration pkg. 
Please email resume to info@harpdevelopment.com 
or fax to 239-333-2190. EOE

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas 
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village 
RV Lots $20s, RV Casitas $120s.  
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com  

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas 
Retama Village -  Supersites $50s.  
RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.  
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com 

LILLY LAKE GOLF RESORT - FROSTPROOF, FLA 
•Manufactured Home Lots, RV Port Lots 
•New Home/Lot Packages from the $120s 
•1-863-635-3685. www.lilylake.com 

RV PORT @ GREAT OUTDOORS RV/Golf 
Resort, Titusville, FL. 650+/- sf w/full kitch, 
liv, full ba, laun, stor, scr porch. For up to 
45’ RV, full H/U. 260-665-2566 jsierer@yahoo.com

ACCESSORIES

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint -- 
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV & 
Ozone resistant -- good to 300˚ F. 5-year warranty.  
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com 

MOTORHOME MOTORCYCLE CARRIER 
all aluminum loader, 12 volt system removes 
in 90 secs. $2,595 plus cargo deck platform 
or carrier. mountainmaster.net 623-451-7121 

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1991 
To buy 800-272-0401 
To sell 800-952-0401 
Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever. 

SAVE MONEY - purchase our multi resort 
membership. Camp across the US/Canada at 
$10/$15 a night. Many amenities included. 
Contact Jim at 276-637-5645 or 863-660-4581   

Campground Membership For Sale 
Mountain Lakes Resort on beautiful 
Lake Guntersville, Alabama 
Call Lanee at (205) 602-6449 

HELP WANTED

SEEKING HIGHLY MOTIVATED COUPLES LOOKING 
FOR AN EXCITING OPPORTUNITY IN ADVERTISING 
SALES & RV TRAVEL. Good Sam is looking for 
highly qualified, self-motivated couples with 
proven sales experience, attention to detail 
and excellent customer service skills. Must 
be computer savvy and proficient in Microsoft 
Excel & Word, as well as comfortable working 
with mobile devices, such as iPads, iPhones, 
Androids and other tablet type mobile products. 
Experience in selling intangible products is a  
plus. Couples will represent the Good Sam RV 
Travel & Savings Guide, our websites and  
mobile app products as self-employed, 
independent contractors. Your focus will be 
selling print and digital advertising to 
RV Parks/Campgrounds and the Travel/Tourism 
market, while also rating and inspecting 
RV Parks/Campgrounds. Responsibilities 
include face-to-face visits in your RV, 
presenting sales and marketing opportunities, 
gathering accurate, in-depth information 
and applying criteria in evaluating RV Parks/ 
Campgrounds. Early Spring through Fall 
commitment, traveling in your own RV 
throughout an assigned territory. Contact us to 
learn more. Email:christine.distl@goodsam.com  
with your name, address, phone and 
include in the Subject line: AC Desk WkUS. 
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WE BUY  MOTORHOMES 
2000 & NEWER - Best Prices for Best Coaches 
CASH Payment & NATIONWIDE Pick Up 
Contact Bill Fishfader @ 1-509-993-0321.  

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

BUY OR SELL RVS ONLINE! RVT.com (R) 
Reach Millions of RV Buyer’s with a FREE AD. 
70,000+ RVs for Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings. 
www.RVT.com or 1-877-705-0025 

RV REGISTRY 
www.rvregistry.com 
Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels 
For Sale by Owners 
No Sales Commissions 
Buyers/Sellers   800-546-8457 

RV FINANCING

THE ORIGINAL RV FINANCING ONLINE 1998 
LOW RATES, GREAT SERVICE, NATIONWIDE 
1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES 
www.RVFINANCING.COM 
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424 

LIST YOUR RV FOR SALE, BUYERS WAITING 
WE WILL FINANCE YOUR RV BUYER 
RVs of all types. Diesel, Gas, Trailers, 5ers, Toads 
•••www.RVclearinghouse.com 

MONTANA FINANCING/INSURANCE 
www.RVLLC.COM 
www.DIESELPURSHERFORSALE.COM 
www.TOYHAULERFINANCING.COM 

RV RESORT LOT RENTALS

OUTDOOR RESORT INDIO is a beautiful Class A 
Resort located near sunny Palm springs, CA. 
This active luxury adult resort features 
free golf, tennis, pickle ball, fi tness ctr & 
much more. The Ultimate Motor Coach 
Experience in the Palm Springs area. 
www.orindio.com 1-800-892-2992 

Buying 2005 and Newer Motorhomes!
www.usedrvpros.com

Call 866-687-2274

CASH FOR YOUR RV!

WANTED USED DIESELS 
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS 
NATIONWIDE PICKUP 
(602) 421-3870   

I BUY MOTORHOMES 
CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff! 
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours. 
I’ll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!! 
NATIONWIDE 210-287-2628    

WANTED 
Have Cash, Will Travel 
2005 & newer gas & diesel coaches 
2005 & newer toy hauler 
www.rvgone.com 
Nationwide Pick Up. Toll Free 1-800-669-1807

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER 
Cash for your late model gas or 
diesel motorhome.  Will buy nationwide. 
Toll free 866-803-6787  www.futuresrv.com   

NATIONWIDE RV BUYER 
Searching for Pre-Owned RVs 
Call 303.717.0880 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com 
www.rvbuyerswest.com   

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes. 
All makes and models.No hassles.  
For instant cash call Keith Roy  
(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

2011 Georgetown Model 330, 3 slides, 1 owner, 
19, 000 original miles, 5500 KW, many extras,  
perm satellite antenna, electric awning, 
excellent condition, Ford V10 Gas. $67K.  
Contact 410-533-4511.

2008 Fleetwood 38p Pace Arrow W24 8.1L by 
owner, mileage 14K, every option, 3 slides, 
stainless appliances, W/D, King bed with 
Sleep Number, 4 TV’s, Corian tops, Cherry 
Cabinets. Price $90K. 402-290-8555 Joe 

MOTORHOMES WANTED

$ RV BUYERS OF AMERICA $  
WE BUY YEAR 2003 & NEWER DIESEL 

& GAS • FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP  
TOLL FREE  1-888-782-8987  

www.rvbuyersusa.com 
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE 
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TOURS

RV CARAVANS AND RALLIES 
Experience the joy of organized RV Tours 
to destinations across the USA, Canada, 
Alaska & Overseas. Maximize your Travel. 
800-952-8496 www.fantasyrvtours.com 

RV Tours & Rallies across North America 
Alaska•Canada•USA•Mexico+Overseas 
Visit www.AdventureCaravans.com or 
call for your FREE Catalog 844-872-7897      

RV SPACES FOR RENT

LARGE RV SPACES 55+, Bellfl ower, CA 
PATIO, POOL, CLUBHOUSE, BILLIARDS, WIFI 
Website: rosewoodland.com/mhp 
Rosewoodrvpark@gmail.com 562-867-3227  

SERVICES

Call to speak to a licensed MT 
attorney about forming a LLC. 

 
 

 Heggen Law Office, P.C. 
www.HeggenLawOffice.com 

(888)777-5032 
Jared S. Heggen 

Register your vehicle in Montana.  
             Avoid sales tax and
   

 

Serving clients since  
~ 1997 ~ 

       high licensing fees.   

NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE 
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass   
All makes and models, National warranty  
$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527     

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE! 
We guarantee BEST service and price 
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding 
Call    888.430.3388    www.MontanaRV.net 

ACTION SERVICES, LLC 
Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney 
No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees 
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service 
Call 800-481-0013  www.actionservices-mt.com   

TAX FREE RV -- YOUR TAX SAVINGS EXPERTS 
The best RV tax package in Montana. Save  
Thousands! Call now to speak to a specialist. 
888-441-5741--www.taxfreerv.com      

PAY NO SALES TAX 
Get the Facts, not the Hype 
Speak to an Attorney, not a Salesman 
Three Montana Attorneys on Staff 
Bennett Law Offi ce, P.C., Missoula, MT 
www.bennettlawoffi cepc.com  866-543-5803        

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS 
PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000’s save  
over the past 18 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for  
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com 
Mountain States Consulting   800-565-4504       

CLASSIFIED RATES
Display Classifi ed Advertising Rate
1” ad B/W ........................................... $395
2” ad B/W ........................................... $675

Add $75 for color. 
Frequency discounts apply.

Boldface Type 
Please note fi rst line is boldface at no 
charge. Add $5/line for additional bold type.

Photos
For ad with picture, add $65 (B/W or color 
print acceptable; high-resolution digital 
image preferred).
Limit one photo per ad.

How To Place An Ad
Submit ad copy by mail, email or fax. 
Please include your name, address and 
phone number. Mail: Send with payment 
(check; money order; VISA, MC, Discover 
or American Express number, signature 
and expiration date) to: 

MotorHome Classifi eds
Attention: Katey Purgatorio
3431 S. 257th Street
Kent, WA 98032

Questions:  Phone 847-229-6756 
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

to reduce the weight on the tires? 
Rich Aubert | Bartlett, Illinois

The sun is very strong in Phoenix 
and therefore tire covers and a 

cover are important to protecting the 
roof, walls and tires. It is not neces-
sary to lift the tires off the ground. 
Driving the motorhome periodically 
brings compounds to the surface that 
protect the tires. Flat spots are more 
common with older bias-ply tires and 
not radial tires.

Power Loss Comment
You recently published an in-
quiry from Walter Sanclemente 

regarding engine power problems 
with a Southwind motorhome and a 
Banks turbo unit. The advice you gave 
may be way off base. I had the exact 
same issue of sudden drop in power 
after installing the Banks system, and 
it turned out the factory air intake on 
the Southwind could not suffi ciently 
support the Banks system, and would 
suddenly collapse, totally cutting off 
airfl ow, and therefore losing power. 
Shut it off, and the intake snaps back 
to normal and behaves OK for a while 
until you hit the gas hard enough to 
collapse it again. After two trips to the 
dealer, they installed a more rigid air 
intake, and the problem was solved.
Paul Schwartz | Palo Cedro, California

Troubleshooting this would be very 
frustrating because the collapse 

only occurs during high-throttle appli-
cation. Thanks for writing and sharing 
your solution. This is one more thing to 
look for on these models when trouble-
shooting power drop-off problems. 

Contact our experts: 
Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750 
Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, 
CA 93036 (please include your name, 
city and state). Selected letters will be 
answered in the magazine, but time does 
not permit individual replies.

Have a Tech Question?

(continued from page 125)

COACH & POWERTRAIN
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5” RVND5525

AVAILABLE 
ONLY AT

Same features as the larger Good Sam GPS powered by 
Rand McNally in a more compact size. See RV-friendly 
features at CampingWorld.com/GoodSamGPS.

EXCLUSIVE! GOOD SAM 5" GPS POWERED BY 
RAND MCNALLY®

Good Sam 

Club Members

SAVE  $100

•  NEW! Large, higher resolution HD screen with updated 
graphics and more map detail

• NEW! Faster processor for improved route calculation time
•  NEW! Robust lane guidance and junction views help you 

stay in the correct lane
• NEW! View toll costs and compare toll vs. non toll routes
•  PLUS! Displays 8,000 privately owned RV parks and 

campgrounds, including 2,100+ Good Sam Parks
• PLUS! RV Safe and easy routing for 11 types of RV, plus car mode 

• PLUS! Wi-fi ® connected services: weather, fuel prices and more

7” RVND™ 7735 LM

MEMBERS SAVE MORE 
ON EASY RV ROUTING WITH 
EXCLUSIVE GOOD SAM RV GPS

RVND™ 7735 LM

Enter your specific 
RV information and 
relax, knowing the 

GPS will find the best 
route for safe, easy, 
worry-free travel!

GOOD SAM CLUB

on Good Sam 7"GPS #77601
PRICING EXPIRES 9/6/15

CLUB SALE

$ 24999 
Reg. $349.99

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

CA
03

94
67
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Even with traveling around the country to bring you these stories of unfor-
gettable people and places, the truth is I lead a fairly quiet life. One where I 
usually have nothing more stressful to contend with than my next deadline. 

Which gives me all the more admiration for men like retired U.S. Air Force Maj. 
Jim Boensch, a guy who spent the better part of two decades dealing with nothing 
less than the potential for nuclear annihilation.

I met Jim when he was manning 
the front desk at the brand-new 
Minuteman Missile National Historic 
Site visitor center located off Interstate 
90 about 55 miles east of Rapid City, 
South Dakota. You see, Maj. Jim has 
traded his Air Force blues for the 
green-and-gray uniform of a National 
Park Service tour guide.

In his new role he shares his 
fi rsthand knowledge of what life was 
like for the missileers who spent 
24-hour shifts sealed in a school-
bus-size chamber, behind an 8-ton 
blast door, three stories below this 
windswept stretch of prairie. Oddly 
enough he recalls his time under-
ground at this now-deactivated 
Minuteman Launch Control Center, 
code-named Delta-01, where he and 
his deputy commander waited to turn 
the keys that would launch up to 10 
nuclear missiles, as relatively peaceful.

“We had our regular duties but we 
also had time to read or study for our 
master’s degrees,” he recalls. “What is 
it they say — hours of boredom broken 
up by moments of sheer terror.”

For Jim, those moments came 

when warbling alarms were going off, 
three different radio systems were 
squawking and the teletype machine 
was clattering out orders that might 
have required him and his deputy to 
open the identical padlocks on the 
red metal box that contained the all-
important nuclear launch codes. For 
his part, in those moments of panic 
everything came down to the standard 
checklists every missile crew member 
lived by.

“About the only thing we didn’t have 
checklists for were the coffeemaker 
and the pencil sharpener and that was 
surprising.”

In that one statement, my friend 
Jim sums up everything that makes 
him so instantly likeable. For a guy 

who spent 20 years thinking about the 
outcome of a thermonuclear attack, 
the man has one highly developed 
sense of humor. 

Which isn’t to say Jim is entirely 
glib about this chapter of his life.

“You can’t go through a career with 
that kind of responsibility and come 
out the other side unaffected,” he 
explains. “As for me, it made me really 
appreciate the things we so often take 
for granted.”

Ultimately, Jim says he’s humbled 
by the opportunity to provide visitors 
a small but eye-opening glimpse into 
the world he and his fellow missileers 
inhabited at the height of the Cold War.

 “With all these thrillers about 
spies and terrorists attacking our 
nuclear arsenal, Hollywood has given 
people a false impression of what it 
would take to launch these missiles,” 
he explains. “But when it comes right 
down to it, even now the hard-working, 
disciplined men and women in control 
of the 450 remaining Minuteman 
missiles are all that stand between us 
and a very bad day.”

Which kind of makes all those 
commonplace concerns like deadlines 
seem rather trivial by comparison. It’s 
also one more reason I’ve always been 
a big believer in the idea of getting out 
and extracting maximum enjoyment 
from every new sunrise we’re granted 
out here along The Road Ahead. 

THE ROAD AHEAD

Launch Control Center Delta-01 

Thirty-one feet below ground, two missileers would live and work 
24-hours shifts monitoring the status of the control center’s 10 
Minuteman nuclear missiles. 

“ What is it they say — hours of boredom 
broken up by moments of sheer terror. ”

The Big Bang
What one man’s experience with his 
fi nger on the nuclear trigger can teach 
us about what’s really important in life
By Alan Rider
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RiversideResort.com

Everything you need is within reach.

RIVERSIDE RESORT RV PARK
LAUGHLIN, NEVADA

We’re pleased to o�er you the following special
Motor Home Magazine Weekly Rate.*

                $99 WEEKLY RATE
     Plus…Two Complimentary Choice Bu�ets and 

Two Complimentary Breakfast Bu�ets!

To Make Your Riverside RV Park Reservations
CALL 1.800.227.3849

ASK FOR THE MOTOR HOME MAGAZINE SPECIAL WEEKLY RATE.
*Excludes holidays and special event periods. Subject to availability. Two complimentary  

Choice Buffets and Breakfast Buffets per space, per week (excludes Sunday Champagne Brunch).  
Management reserves all rights. Offer expires April 16, 2016.

Motor Home Magazine Weekly Rate.*

                
Plus

RiversideRVPark.Mar2015.MHMagzne.indd   1 6/18/15   2:12 PM
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55 + Community | State of the Art Fitness Center | Pickleball
Massage Therapy | Hiking Club | Lighted Tennis Courts

Golfing Club/Putting Green | Shuffleboard Courts | Swimming Pool

$ 159,900
POPULAR OPTIONS

RV Garage | Observation Deck | Garage

888.603.3415
shellyb@cal-am.com

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM CASITAS, HUNDREDS OF AMENITIES!

6601 E. US Hwy 60 • Gold Canyon, AZ • 85118     www.SuperstitionViewsHomes.com

LESS THAN 70
BUILDABLE SITES REMAIN

Casita + Carport + RV Port & Hookups

Offer good for a limited time only. Subject to change.

Cal-Am Properties, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card
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132 October 2013 l MOTORHOME

To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com, or call 1-888-3NEWELL.
Check our website for a nationwide list of Newell-preferred service centers.

Success...

Take the good life with you.

Success doesn’t happen by chance. It comes from blending dreams with 
plans—imagination with calculation. It comes from attention to detail 
and boundless inspiration. It is the result of staying true to your vision 
while taking bold chances.  

You’ve achieved it. Now enjoy the rewards. Step up to a Newell.

Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 127 on Reader Service Card
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