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ON RAMP

By Bob Livingston

Keeping the Knowledge Base Fresh

think most owners will agree that motorhome ownership is an
ongoing learning experience. Beyond the basics of acclimating to
all the systems that make a motorhome a true home, most people
build their personal book of knowledge about the different facets
of the lifestyle through trial and error. The more you get on the road,
make mistakes and consult with fellow owners, the more you eventually
learn. In time, most enthusiasts get into a routine, based on previous

experience.

| do the same thing. Spending
time in a motorhome in new places,
with new people, in new RV parks
almost always results in a few
items that are added to my list of
best practices and ideas to follow
up on. As | write this column, I'min
an RV park in the Midwest, sitting
at the dining table and watching
my neighbor set up his motorhome
in the site next door. He's very
meticulous and | got a kick out of his
obsession — like mine — with bugs
as he removed every last one of them
before relaxing under the awning. |
not only picked up a couple of tips on
cleaning bugs, but | learned about a
portable satellite antenna tripod that
| have not seen.

Tapping into fellow RVers’
knowledge base is one of the most
valuable tools we have as we pursue
our own experiences with motorhome
travel. That’s why we initiated the

Readers’ Choice Awards four years
ago. In a short time, most owners
figure out which products, appliances
and accessories work best for their
situation — from bug cleaners to
toilet chemicals to refrigerators to
tires. So once again, we're giving
our readers an opportunity to share
those experiences with fellow RVers
by logging on to www.motorhome.
com and voting for items that make
life on the road the most pleasur-
able. And don’t forget to share your
favorite states to visit, campgrounds
to stay in, places to fuel up and even
the best restaurants on the road.
We’'ll publish the winners in the
January 2017 issue.

While we treasure your thoughts,
we also provide content based on
our research, testing and hands-on
installations of various motorhomes,
systems and products. Over the years,
you've told us that technical articles

are a very important part of the
editorial mix. And we've responded by
continually publishing timely articles
that help you better understand the
inner workings of motorhomes, how
to maintain them, learn what’s new
in the industry and, overall, enhance
the lifestyle — and strengthen the
value of this magazine. To build on
that commitment, we've added a new
technical editor to our staff, Chris
Dougherty.

Dougherty brings to the table
many years of experience as an RV
enthusiast from an early age and is
a certified RV technician, leaving his
most recent position as a service
manager at an RV dealership on the
East Coast. His articles have been
published in a number of RV business
and consumer publications and
websites. He's been heavily involved
in RV safety and education, volun-
teering his time on committee work
for the Recreation Vehicle Industry
Association (RVIA]. Dougherty also
spent 10 years as a full-timer, and
will use this experience along with
his training as a service technician to
bring strength to our technical team.

We welcome Dougherty aboard and
look forward to your votes as we tally
the winners of the best of the best in
the RV arena. @

Contributors | August

Donya Carlson is the managing editor
of Trailer Life magazine. She grew

up camping and loves the outdoors.
%% Previously, she was the managing

§ editor of the motorcycle enthusiast
and travel magazine, Rider.

S_—- Alan Rider has been wandering
America’s backroads for more than
|- four decades, and is passionate
"_ a‘ about collecting memories of the
remarkable people and unforgettable
places he encounters along the way.
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Ann Eichenmuller is a retired
educator and freelance writer living
in Virginia's Northern Neck. She

g and her husband, Eric, divide their
. time between sailing and traveling
" in their Minnie Winnie.

E. Don Smith is a Tennessee-based
freelance writer and photographer
who has been a frequent contribu-
tor to MotorHome magazine since
2006. He is the proud owner of a
Tiffin Phaeton coach.

Karen Lee Ensley is a writer with a
passion to explore and photograph
the beautiful, the bizarre and the
places people want to see. Her
work has been published in books,
magazines and newspapers.

Rosanne Wagstaff and her
husband, Greg, an award-winning
1 photographer, are living their

& dream of full-time RVing in their
Monaco Diplomat motorhome, and
enjoy sharing their adventures.
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Suy goodbyet or'iiindry RV Iivngi Enioy; the scenic North Georgia Mountains surrounded by the

picturesque Coosa and Anderson creeks. Relax with resort-style five-star amenities.

* Luxurious dubhouse, full catering kitchen and activities center for outstanding social events.
« Tennis/Pickleball courts, heated pool/spa, dry sauna/steam and massage rooms, gym.

* Huge 35'x90" lots (20'x70" concrete pads) with 20/30/50 amps and fiber optic
* Premium creeksside lots with enlarged patio area, perfect for your Class A, B or Cm

Crossing Creeks RV Resort & Spa is the perfect luxury getaway!
Extraordinary starts at only $31,900%. Call or visit today!
Come spend a night and stay a lifefime in your new mountain home.

*available for limited fime

NN
CROSSING CREEKS

RV RESORT & SPA

706-835-1111 136 Mountain Creek Road Blairsville, GA

www.CrossingCreeksRVResort.com info@crossingcreeksrvresort.com

Obtain the Property Report required by federal law and read it before signing anything. Q e
&=

No federal agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property.

cable/Internet.
oforhome, or 5th Wheel.

30512

Crossing Creeks RV Resort, Circle 103 on Reader Service Card
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P.O. BOX

FROM OUR READERS

What resources do you use for navigating roads
in a large motorhome? Is there a specific book or
atlas, or even GPS program or app that seems to
consistently steer your big rig clear of potentially

dangerous situations?

That's the question we asked in our May issue, and here are

some of the replies we received.

Be Prepared

It takes a lot of work going to an
unknown place with a large Class A,
but it’s a lot of fun!

When we plan our trips, we’ll
first look at the route on MapQuest. |
sometimes check the blogs of some
RVers for their suggestions, and | also
use Google to query which is the best
route. If you're a member of AAA, you
can visit www.aaa.com to check your
route with its software.

Make sure you know the length,
height, weight and width of your
motorhome, both in feet and in metric
measurements. One blogger | read
suggested a trucker’s road atlas, which
lists heights of overpasses and road
restrictions.

No Substitute for Experience

Navigating a big rig can be as easy or as difficult as
making the correct or the incorrect decisions. As with

most choices, the right tools help.

But the best tool is one you cannot purchase, and
that is experience. Being familiar with your motorhome;
knowing its height, width, weight, stopping distance,
turning radius, how well it accelerates and maneuvers in
all situations; and whether there is heavy traffic, wet roads
and/or high winds ahead are crucial. And last but not
least, the condition and inflation of your tires is important
as well. Most people will talk about this or that GPS or
this or that book. And those resources will help, but

experience will be your best tool.
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After | check all this out, | then use
my Good Sam Trip Planner, inputting
height restrictions, RV restrictions,
bridges, overpasses and LP-gas re-
strictions, etc. The planner can be
customized based on your RV type.

| then put the trip planner’s results
into my GPS. If I'm unsure of where |
am going, | research each road in the
area I'll be traveling to double-check
height restrictions, tolls, etc.

Even with a GPS in hand, you need
to be alert to what's actually around
you. The GPS is not perfect and should
not be relied on fully. There are apps
that you can use, but | like to watch,
check and do research myself.

Keep in mind that road construc-
tion will not always be in the GPS. For

best tool.

example, our next trip is to Kentucky,
and the area we're visiting recently
experienced a mudslide that wiped
out half the road. Information | read

in a blog indicated that a portion of
the closed road will be reopened, but
advised to be prepared for delays in
the area. That's the type of information
that’s not always available on a GPS or
generic app.

Kimmie in a 2015 Newmar Dutch Star
Via email

Paper, Please

| own a small-screen TomTom, a 7-inch
Magellan RoadMate and a 7-inch Rand
McNally Good Sam GPS. | have found
that none are particularly helpful
unless you've spent time with a paper

We drive a 2015 Holiday Rambler Ambassador 38DB
Class A diesel pusher and tow a 2000 Ford Explorer, four
wheels down. That puts us at about 18 tons and about 53
feet long. We have been to all the lower 48 states at least
twice, Alaska and the Top of the World Highway in 2009,
and many places in Canada. We travel about 7,000 to 9,000
miles per year. As good as our GPS is, as good as our
maps and books are, experience has been and still is our

Dick Kashdin and Sandy Donovan | Near Buffalo, New York



SEE TH Eﬂ//ereﬂce IN EVERY DETAIL

The 2017 Dutch Star. There isn't a single quality that makes Dutch Star
different - there are dozens. For instance, Dutch Star offers ten distinct
floor plans, and lets you select between two chassis - a Freightliner® or
Spartan® tag axle — with zero price adjustment. Not to mention, every

Dutch Star features countless extras, including a full gourmet kitchen.

R

WHEN YOU KNOW THE DIFFERENCE"

Explore Dutch Star at newmarcorp.com

Newmar Corporation, Circle 111 on Reader Service Card



Avion Vans, Circle 121 on Reader Service Card
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map planning your route. For example,
| was in Port Hueneme, California,

and wanted to go via El Centro to
Tucson, Arizona. | wanted to stay north
of Los Angeles by heading east on
Interstate 210 until it joined Interstate
10, continuing east to California 86
south to El Centro. Every north/south
major artery was recommended by the
GPS, as we passed them, to take me
right through central Los Angeles, not

a place | wanted to take my 40-footer.
Much, much recalculation noise!

So, paper plot your route so that
when the GPS comes up with a bad
idea, you'll know it!

Bill Hohmann | Tucson, Arizona

Go Like the Pros

| use the same tools the professional
truck drivers use: a Rand McNally
Motor Carriers’ Road Atlas and a GPS

~ ULTIMATE FREEDOM MACHIN
All Mercedes | Elegance | Sophistication| Saf

FACTORY DIRECT
Starting at
(A

/s

sa, IN | @avionvans.com
| 844-284-6678

Prices and specifications subjec
actory
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loaded with the same. | tried a GPS
marketed to RVers, but found it totally
unacceptable, as it could not locate
50 to 60 percent of the RV parks, even
when the address listed in the Good
Sam campground directory was input.
| went to a Love’s Travel Stop and got
both the atlas and the GPS. The GPS
will keep you off roads that are not
suitable for large vehicles and will
warn you of steep grades, etc.

Chuck Hayes | Via email

Having been a truck driver for many
years, my husband was well-aware
that all roads are not suitable for

all vehicles. Early in his career he
discovered Rand McNally’s Motor
Carriers’ Road Atlas. This resource
has also served us well in our Class

A motorhome. It contains lots of
pertinent information, including phone
numbers for road conditions and con-
struction, state police phone numbers,
low-clearance locations and more.

It has proved to be a valuable tool in
plotting our trips.

Sandra Dries | Clayton, Delaware

Better Safe Than Sorry

| use the Garmin RV 760LMT navigation
unit when traveling in my 31-foot Class
C towing a dolly-mounted vehicle. If
I'm going to travel to an area I'm not
familiar with, | begin by changing the
true specifications of my unit in the
Garmin by adding extra width, height
and length. This way | find that the
navigation unit keeps me out of those
narrow backroads and unexpected
surprises. | also look on YouTube for
videos from fellow RVers who have
traveled the same route that | will be
traveling. Not only do you get to see
real-time road conditions, but you also
get to listen to their stories and tips
along the way.

Steven Richards | Ellenton, Florida

Good Garmin

Up until recently, | always used a
Garmin 465T GPS. This model is made
for trucks (but can be switched to
Auto Mode] and you can put in your
rig’s length, width, height, weight and
any hazardous materials you may



be carrying (such as propane). This
GPS will always keep you on the main
highways unless it is necessary to
travel off the beaten path to get you
to your destination. And, it will not let
you travel to a bridge that's too low,
or one that’s not able to carry your
motorhome’s weight, etc. My new RV
came with a built-in Rand McNally
GPS, and it does the exact same thing
as the Garmin 465T did.

Jerry Little | Framingham, Massachusetts

Detour Difficulties

My wife and | were near Fort Worth,
Texas, a few years back and had to
make a detour. The marked detour
was not suitable for a 36-foot Class
A motorhome towing a GMC Envoy. It
took us through suburban neighbor-
hoods, sharp turns and many other
tight situations. The GPS that | use in
the Envoy was no help because it was
made for a car.

When | got home, | started checking
out GPS devices for RVs. | picked the
Rand McNally RVND because it had
all the features | thought necessary.
| could set the width, height and
length of my motorhome. It also offers
lifetime updates, which | check for
manually whenever we hit the road for
a long trip. It shows the types of roads
| want to avoid and offers lots of other
driver input (too numerous to mention
here] to make the trip safer and easier.
It is very accurate and fairly easy to
use. It will not take you anywhere that
your motorhome will not fit. | really
like it, and it has saved me a lot of
headaches.

Do your homework, read over the
features of each GPS you are consider-
ing, purchase one of these devices and
enjoy the road.

Dale Trinklein | Birch Run, Michigan

Camp and RV App

We have a 36-foot Classic American
motorhome and tow a Honda CR-V.
The Allstays Camp and RV app is
constantly in use when we travel.
The app’s designer is very responsive
and helpful; for example, we once
contacted the designer and asked for
grade percentages on roads, and the

next update included that information.
The app not only has grade per-
centages, but also low-overhead-
clearance information. We use it to find
big-box stores, gas stations, camp-
grounds (private and government] and
just about everything else we need.
Doris Ringbloom | Irvine, California

Best Bets

The question about what resources to
use for navigating a large motorhome
made me think of the Big Rigs Best
Bets Campground Directory. It is a
spiral-bound directory that lists camp-
grounds and resorts that can actually
accommodate a big rig. The authors
claim to have been to every site in

the book, and many of the entries
comment on the roads leading to the
resorts and advise on how to best

get there. And, once there, the book
states which sites in particular are
the ones that actually are parkable
(not just measured to be the size to fit
your rig as though you air-lifted it in
using a helicopter). There also is an
online version that is kept up to date
at www.big-rigs-rv.com. The resource
is very helpful in avoiding the types

of problems those driving a large
motorhome generally encounter.
Adam Miller | Via email

Mountain Directories

After our third incident involving
mountain passes and their grades, we
invested in the Mountain Directories.
We paid $25 for both directories (East
and West]. Visit www.mountain
directory.com to check it out. The site
offers many options for receiving the
directories: a printed book, an e-book
for PCs and laptops running Windows,
apps for iPods and iPads, and apps
for Android phones and tablets. The
e-book and app versions download
directly to your device, so you don’t
need to be online to use them. We
finally found a resource to help us
plan our trips and to avoid unpleasant
white-knuckle events in our 40-foot
motorhome. When we know how long
that 10 percent grade actually goes, we
can plan accordingly.

Chris Durkee | Madison, South Dakota

GUARANTEED.
THE BEST
WARRANTY
True Lifetime

Material and
Labor Warranty

NEVER GET ON
YOUR ROOF AGAIN.

Finally, there is a Convenient,
Affordable, Permanent,
Guaranteed RV Roof.

The “Direct Bond” new

RV roof system with a
manufactured, custom fit.
Lightweight: Seamless, and
maintenance free.

Convenient: Don't Move!

We'll come to you and install your

new roof. Two-day process with
nationwide service.

Affordable: Less expensive than
a traditional roof replacement.

Bonds directly over rubber, metal,
fiberglass or wood decking.

FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.RV-ARMOR.com
Call 855-RV-ARMOR (855-782-7667)
FIND OUT WHY MANY EXPERTS

CONSIDER RV ARMOR THE
ULTIMATE RV ROOFING SOLUTION

RV ARMOR is a Federally Registered Trademark
of RV Armor, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

RV Armor, Inc., Circle 115 on Reader Service Card
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Dave & LJ RV Interiors, Circle 105 on Reader Service Card

Splendide, Division Westland Sales, Circle 124 on Reader Service Card

DAVE & LJ's

RV INTERIOR DESIGN

THE NATIONS PREMIER
RV INTERIOR
REMODELING CENTER

P.O. BOX

Correction

In the article “Flying High in the
Heartland,” in the May issue, we
mistakenly listed the campground
where the author stayed as Cottonwood
Grove RV Campground in Hesston. The
correct campground is the Cottonwood
Grove RV Park, 2800 N. Main Street,
Great Bend, Kansas, 67530; 620-792-
4558. MotorHome regrets the error.

Dog Days

We are preparing to sell our now-child-
less and much-too-large house to begin
our new life as full-timers in a 2003
45-foot Beaver Marquis Sapphire. We
travel with two Rhodesian Ridgebacks
and no matter how much we try to
keep the carpets clean (wipe dogs’

feet, no shoes inside, etc.), our carpets
frequently need spot-cleaning. We

love to use our wide-track Rug Doctor
carpet-cleaning machine at home, but
it is much too large to take on the road.
We've had several small spot carpet
cleaners over the years, but just found

the "magic bullet” in the form of the new
Rug Doctor Portable Spot Cleaner. We
highly recommend this well-built little
red machine. It makes spot cleanups
easier at home and in the coach, and
works much better than any of its pre-
decessors. More importantly, it leaves
me feeling confident that | can keep all
of the carpets in our coach clean.
Bruce and Pat Sieloff

Snohomish, Washington @

Question of the Month

If you travel with a pet,
which pet-cleanup
products have you
found to be most
successful for use

in your motorhome”?

Send your comments to:
MotorHome, 2750 Park View Court,
Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036; or email
letters@motorhomemagazine.com

IN CLASS

plemdide

' . Seeeenety ff"‘ﬂﬂ'f’ﬂ "i\

-

Learn more, visit www.splendide.com

signed &
supparted in the USA
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More fabrics. More choices. More style.

Carefree’s vinyl, solid color fabrics Carefree vinyl fabrics: Dune Stripes and Shale Fades

Ash Eggshell Midnight White Wood Black/ Ocean Bor- Sierra Teal — Black Blue Camel Silver
Black Frost Gray Blue deaux Brown Fade Fade Fade Fade Fade
» 13.5 oz. vinyl fabric » Sealed edge, no stitching » 13.5 oz. vinyl fabric » Hemmed and stitched edging
» No waiting! Fastest fabric » Replaces up to a 25" awning » Greater durability than » Available with Weatherguard,
or DIY Replacement (24'-2" fabric size) other awning brands FLXguard or metal wrap
Carefree’s standard and custom woven acrylic fabrics Carefree’s premium vinyl fabrics

Shown in Indigo with matching Weatherguard

Shown in Captain Navy with White FLXguard [} g

Green Linen Over 130

Gray Tweed custom colors Chocolate Charcoal
» Minimal fading - color can’t  » Hemmed and stitched edging » Heavier, more robust 15 0z.  » Double-hemmed, double-stitched
be washed out » Available with FLXguard or vinyl fabric with printingon  with Gore Tenara thread
» Easy to maintain - no mold, metal wraps top and bottom » Available with vinyl Weather-

mildew or deterioration » Industry best 10 year warranty!  guard, FLXguard or metal wrap

Tell your dealer to “Make it Carefree!”
o

Quality * Value Oareﬁg& Performance « Style

Carefree of Colorado, Circle 102 on Reader Service Card



Glass by Guardian

Enjoy the picturesque countryside behind a sweeping windshield, designed to keep you safe
and provide those special panoramic views that can only be seen in an RV. As the number
one supplier of original equipment RV windshields, Guardian’s Custom Glass Solutions
manufactures RV glass products in the United States. When you need a replacement
windshield, don't settle for overseas imitations. Demand American-made Guardian glass
to ensure proper fit and function. Glass by Guardian.

rvglassparts.com ® customglasssolutions.com © (855) RVCLAIM (782-5246) Made In USA
CusToM Lifestyle Vehicles « Commercial Transportation @,
GLAass EULU{T:F'N.E » Construction & Agriculture  Public Transportation
T Ao » Non-Mobility  Safety & Protection GUARDIAN

Custom Glass Solutions, Circle 104 on Reader Service Card
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Antelope Canyon

Water Wizard @

The H2F-FM gauge from
Topargee RV Levelling Systems
monitors a rig’s freshwater
level for boondocking.-pg. 16

The soul of the Navajo Nation lives on at this majestic northern Arizona landmark

By Morey Edelman

ven though Antelope Canyon is one of the most
E photographed sites in the U.S., you haven't truly

“seen” this slot canyon until you have seen it with
your own eyes. Located on Navajo land just east of Page,
Arizona, Antelope Canyon was formed over time through
erosion of the Navajo sandstone, which occurred mainly as
the result of the frequent flash floods in the area (which do
still occur, so be aware of weather conditions and heed any
warnings). The canyon is separated into Upper Antelope
Canyon (the site of our visit] and Lower Antelope Canyon.

The site is available only with a guide, and once ours

led us to the narrow entrance, we immediately thought
that there was no way that we could fit. But we easily

stepped down the metal staircase and into a beautiful slot
canyon.

Our experience was more than mesmerizing, and as
we walked through the slot, at every bend and twist, there
was one incredible view after the next. Our guide helped us
with photographing the formation, drawing on his years of
experience to point out where to stand, and how to adjust
our camera’s controls to compensate for the varying
lighting conditions and tight quarters.

Tours are offered hourly from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., with the
best lighting conditions around noon.

Antelope Canyon Navajo Tours, 928-698-3384,
www.navajotours.com.
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ROAD FOODIE

By Bobbie Hasselbring

Hmmm ...
Hummus

hether you're traveling the roads or kicking
Wback at home, summer is a time to enjoy light

fare like salads, appetizers and dips with
chips and veggies. I'm especially a fan of dips, but many
are loaded with fat and calories. And who can eat just 2
tablespoons of dip? Not me.

A great alternative is hummus, a creamy Medi-
terranean dip/spread made from cooked chickpeas
(garbanzo beans), lemon, garlic, salt, olive oil and tahini
(sesame seed paste). It's easy to make and delicious,
and it’s good for you. Even your vegan/vegetarian
friends will love hummus.

Ancient, Healthy Food

Hummus, which means “chickpeas” in Arabic, is

an ancient dish. Variations of hummus appeared in
cookbooks in the Middle East as early as the 13th
century. It's likely that hummus is even much older. Ar-
chaeologists tell us that people in the Middle East have
been eating chickpeas for 10,000 years. Today, hummus
is a central part of Turkish, Lebanese, Syrian, Egyptian
and other Middle Eastern and North African cuisines.

Unlike cream- or mayonnaise-based dips or
spreads, the base for hummus is garbanzo beans (aka
chickpeas), a fiber-rich nutritional powerhouse. A
3Y2-ounce serving of hummus contains 164 calories,

4 grams of fiber, 8.6 grams of fat (most of it mono-
unsaturated, a “good” fat] and almost no sugar. A
serving provides nearly 5 grams of protein and boasts
vitamins like A, thiamine, riboflavin, niacin, B-6, C, E, K,
plus minerals like calcium, iron and magnesium. And
studies have shown chickpeas are good for controlling
blood sugar, building bones, lowering blood pressure,
managing and improving weight and lowering LDL
("bad”) cholesterol and staying heart-healthy.

Just a few years ago, hummus was considered
exotic, but you can buy prepared hummus in many
grocery stores. While store-bought is OK, you can easily
make your own; it's tastier and much less expensive.

Got a favorite dip recipe you'd like to share?
Email bobbie@realfoodtraveler.com with “dip” in the
subject line.
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From top: You can easily make your own roasted red pepper pesto. Dried

chickpeas (aka garbanzo beans) cost only pennies per pound.

ROASTED
RED PEPPER
HUMMUS

Here's a wonderful recipe for Roasted Red Pepper Hummus
from Birch & Barley restaurant in Pullman, Washington. The
roasted red pepper adds sweetness and depth. You can buy
or make your own roasted red pepper pesto: Roast the red
peppers, then peel and whir with olive oil, pine nuts and salt.

1 2" cups dried garbanzo beans (or substitute canned)
[ 2 garlic cloves, finely minced

[ 4 tablespoons lemon juice

[ 6 tablespoons olive oil

[ 2 tablespoons tahini

[ 2 teaspoons salt

[ Y2 teaspoon cumin

[ Y2 teaspoon coriander

[ 7 tablespoons red pepper pesto

» Soak dried garbanzo beans overnight to soften. Cover
garbanzos with water and bring to a boil (for each cup of
garbanzo beans, use 2% cups water). Lower heat and cook
until soft (60-90 minutes). Drain well.

Using a food processor, place garbanzo beans, minced
garlic, lemon juice, olive oil, tahini, seasonings and half the
red pepper pesto into the processor bowl and whir until
smooth. Season to taste.

Spoon into a bowl and add the remaining red pepper pesto
on top. Serve with crackers, bread or veggies for dipping.

- O O EE EE EE EE EE EE EE O EE R EE EE EE RN RN RN Em Em EE NN Em Em Em Em Em Em e e e mm ol

Photos: Bobbie Hasselbring



pALA CASINg

RESORT

Lo\ TH e

WELCOME TO YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

Come discover fun and excitement, in the shade of the Palomar Mountains.
The new Pala Casino RV Resort offers comfort, fantastic amenities, and unbelievable views.
And it's just a short shuttle ride away from the four-diamond luxury of Pala Casino Spa and Resort.

100 Full-Service Sites with Grass Lawns & PicnicTables  Indoor Amenities

e 77 - 20'x55" Back-In Sites * Games, Billiard Table, Card Tables
* 06 - 20'x60" Luxury Sites with Barbecue Grills * 3 Flat-ScreenTVs

* 17 -20'%x70' Pull-Through Sites * Laundromat

® 20-30-50 Amp Power

» Electric, Water and Sewer Hook-Ups
* Free Wi-Fi 5 Barbecue Grill Areas

» Cable TV * Table Tennis
* Restrooms and Showers ¢ Horseshoe Pit
. KE}F Card (for access to pool, laundry and restrooms) * Fenced ch Park

* Security Patrol, 24 Hours For Additional Charge
* Propane Fuel Available : ;
« Free Shuttle to Casino ® Clubhouse with 2 kitchens
* Laundry - Open 24 Hours
Luxury Resort ® 3 Pets per RV ($5 per pet - 7-Day Restrictions Apply)
» Heated Swimming Pool * Early Check-In/Late Check-Out (based on availability)
2 Spas

For reservations: 1-844-4PALARV (1-844-472-5278)
F A L A Pala RV Resort: 11042 Hwy 76, Pala, CA 92059
cASING SPA RESORT o~
f PalaCasino.com

W

FOUR DIAMOND AWARD WINNER

Outdoor Amenities

Located in Northern San Diego County.
From San Diego County & Riverside County: Take |-15 to HWY 76, go east 5 miles.
So Many Ways To Win'™  From Orange County & Los Angeles County: Take |-5 South to HWY 76, go east 23 miles.

Pala Casino Spa & Resort, Circle 113 on Reader Service Card




WHEELS & GEAR

Water Watcher

Anyone who has ever camped without hookups knows that
keeping track of exactly how much fresh water is in your
motorhome’s tank is an important task. Running out of
water can bring the good times to a standstill, leading you
on a quest to find the wet stuff. To help boondockers know
their rig’s freshwater level, Topargee RV Levelling Systems
introduces the H2Flow H2F-FM water tank gauge. The

new model, which now features a larger, backlit display,
actually shows users the number of gallons remaining

in the tank, rather than the traditional FULL/HALF/EMPTY
readout, making it easier for RVers to calculate their water
usage and to better plan out their water needs. The unit

is fitted most anywhere in the motorhome’s water line
between the tank and faucets and counts down the gallons
used based on a preset amount. The display lights up any
time water flows through the sensor, and beeps when the
capacity reaches zero. MSRP: $129.

Topargee RV Levelling Systems, www.topargee.com.au

Mobile Cooling

Dometic has expanded its CFX line of
cooler-sized portable refrigerator/freezer
units. The CFX models require no ice,

as they are powered using 12-volt DC or
120-volt AC power. The smaller units —
the CFX-28, CFX-35, CFX-40 and CFX-50
— can operate either as a refrigerator or
freezer, depending on where you set the
thermostat. The larger, “dual-zone” units
— the CFX-65DZ (pictured) and CFX-95DZ
— each have separate compartments for storing fresh
refrigerated food and frozen food simultaneously.

All CFX models come with a soft-touch digital thermostat. A
quick-chill turbo function runs the compressors until desired tem-
peratures are reached, from minus 8 degrees Fahrenheit to 50
degrees Fahrenheit. Once the preferred temperature is reached, the
CFX draws just 1T amp of power consumption to maintain the tem-
perature. An optional freestanding or wall-mounted CFX Wireless
Display allows owners to monitor and control their CFX unit from up

to 49 feet away. MSRP (range): $545-$1,018.
Dometic Corp., 574-294-2511, www.dometicusa.com

Make a Play

For RVers and tailgaters

®
dish | playmae
who are DISH Network : " y

subscribers, Winegard now

offers the DISH Playmaker -
portable automatic satellite

HDTV antenna. The Playmaker portable automatic satellite
HDTV antenna features a compact design that’s easy to
store. The user-friendly setup takes less than 15 minutes
using the simple on-screen setup wizard, where users
select the state where they are located and let the device
do the rest. The Playmaker is powered using a single coax
connection through DISH Wally or DISH Solo HD receivers,
and is compatible with DISH Network’s popular pay-as-
you-go programming (programming sold separately) in
both standard and high definition. The unit is only 14.3
inches in diameter and 13.5 inches tall, plus its 10-pound
weight and easy-grip handle make for effortless carrying.
Winegard offers a warranty of 2 years for parts and 1 year
for labor. MSRP: $329.

Winegard, 800-288-8094, www.winegard.com/playmaker

OneSource
Fits All

Most RV gadgets are

multitaskers by design,

but the OneSource

System from PDQ

actually performs three

duties, facilitating

long-range cell service,

Wi-Fiand HDTV from one antenna. The
OneSource System amplifies existing
signals utilizing the antenna and one cable
connection for all three services, and
offers cellular boost up to 20 miles for all
carriers; faster, long-range internet; a
Wi-Fi hotspot; and clear HD images. Users
can even utilize all three services simul-
taneously (provided the respective signals
are present). The antenna mounts to your
motorhome’s roof and measures 14 inches
tall (7 inches when folded for travel). We
recommend mounting in a location that
can be safely and easily accessed since

you will be folding and unfolding upon
setup/break down. MSRP: $1,295.
PDQ Connect Inc., 858-598-5001,
www.pdqconnect.com
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Safe-T-Plus, Circle 118 on Reader Service Card

CURVY ROADS

YOU’'VE
GOT IT.

Steering Control

True Precision Steering
reduces the effects of:

- Road Wandering
- Side Winds

. Passing
Semi-Trucks

. Over-steering

. Front-tire blowouts

Fits all motorhomes
and tow vehicles.

Lifetime Vehicle Warranty

www.safe-t-plus.com

Let us feature your
(o7:\N IO/ motorhome photos for free
PHOTOS Safe T Plus swag!

Email kathy@safe-t-plus.com
for details.

CROSSROADS
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Tennessee & Kentucky

Outdoor Wonderland

There is an abundance of outdoor
recreation in the Land Between

the Lakes National Recreation Area, a 170,000-acre strip of land between
Kentucky Lake and Lake Barkley. The LBL, as it's commonly known, is located
in Tennessee and Kentucky, and offers water activities on the large lakes as
well as endless land-based opportunities.

The 45-mile Trace, the main road through the LBL, has side roads to various
attractions and lake access points, hiking trails, camping and backcountry
areas. A sampling of possibilities includes more than 200 miles of trails, four
campgrounds, three visitor centers, the Elk & Bison Prairie, the Woodlands
Nature Station and Homeplace 1850s — a farm and living-history museum.

The LBL offers great recreation but has no services like fuel, restaurants
or grocery stores, so plan accordingly. The gateway towns of Paris and Dover
in Tennessee, and Grand Rivers, Kentucky, are the best places for services.
For more information, call 800-525-7077, or visit www.landbetweenthelakes.

us — James Richardson

Terrebonne, Oregon

High-desert Adventure

Smith Rock State Park is nestled in
a deep river canyon with rock spires
and the winding Crooked River, just
north of Bend, Oregon. Formed by
volcanic activity millions of years
ago, the landscape looks much like
an artistic painting. But what sets
the 650-plus-acre park apart from
the other scenic wonderlands in the
area is the rock climbing opportu-
nities, as Smith Rock is one of the
premier rock climbing destinations
for beginners and experts alike.
Visitors who prefer to keep both
feet on terra firma can walk the miles
of trails to the different segments of

the formation to watch the climbers
in action. Those who wish to join in
the fun can bring their own gear, or
can utilize one of the local adventure
outfitters to conquer the seemingly
countless routes up the rock faces,
many with bolted routes. Tent
camping is available in Smith Rock
(overnighting in any type of vehicle is
prohibited), but less than 20 minutes
away is Tumalo State Park, which
offers 23 full-hookup sites, more than
50 tent sites and even seven yurts.

Smith Rock State Park,
541-516-0054, www.smithrock.com
Tumalo State Park, 541-388-6055,
www.oregonstateparks.org — Morey
Edelman @

Photo: James Richardson

Photo: Morey Edelman
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COVERAG

For Every Mile of your Journey

When the road opens up and you've got nothing but adventure on your
mind, you'll have one less thing to worry about with us on your side.

GEICD for your RV

geico.com | 877-434-2678 | Local Office




GETAWAY

An Unex
Delight

Southern California’s Temecula Valley dazzles
visitors with world-class wineries, old-town charm
and a pair of top-notch RV-friendly casinos

By Rosanne Wagstaff

Somewhere between “off the beaten path” and “travel spots

pected

we can't believe we overlooked” lies a delightful destination

boasting a burgeoning wine country, charming Old Town and
an outdoor playground high atop a plateau. Just an hour’s drive from
San Diego’s coastal paradise and Palm Springs’ desert utopia, tucked
in the foothills of Southern California, sits the Temecula Valley. For
years we heard praises about Temecula’s wine country, but didn’t
realize what we missed until we visited on a whim one day. “What a
pleasant surprise!” | exclaimed, feeling like a latecomer to a party.
We took the back route in past farmland, grazing sheep and dairies.
Slowly, pleasantly, the terrain transformed into rolling hills as the

Getting There ®

The city of Temecula is located off Interstate 15 in Southern California. From Los
Angeles, take U.S. Highway 91 east to I-15 south; it's about 35 minutes from the inter-

An early:morning hot air bélloon flight over the vineyards is-a
great way to start your wine-tasting weekend.

two-lane road ribboned between orange groves
and fence-lined estates. Vineyards beckoned us
toward an eclectic cache of wineries from stately
villas to country-style homes fringed with spacious
decks. What else could we do but venture in?

Wine Country Gala

“It sounds like the vines are singing!” |
commented, stepping out of our dinghy vehicle

at Doffo Winery. “They are,” my music-loving
husband, Greg, laughed. Speakers set among the
vineyards filled the air with tunes, a nice welcome.
We walked past the barrel room and encountered
an impressive display of vintage motorcycles
suspended in rows along the exterior walls. It was
all part of a self-guided tour. So far, so fun — and
we hadn’t even entered the tasting room yet.

s\(,j/ 77\"“#7—,,,

change to Temecula. From the Palm Springs area, take state Route 111 west to Interstate

10 west, merge on to Highway 60 west, then take Interstate 215 south to I-15 south.
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Sunshine streamed through
misty skies, just like ancient legends
proclaim. Temecula, derived from a
Luisefio Indian word, means “sunlight
through the mist.” And that is the secret
to this flourishing wine country. In this
desert region, known as the rainbow
gap, cool air flows in from the coast,
creating a microclimate perfect for
grape cultivation, with warm daytime
temperatures and crisp nights. The
first winery, Bella Vista, planted its
first vineyard in 1968 and opened its
doors in 1978; today there are more
than 40, with expectations to exceed
100 in the near future. From intimate
settings like Lorenzi Estate Vineyards
and Winery to South Coast Winery
Resort & Spa’s luxurious restaurant
and hotel, Temecula’s wine country
offers so much pageantry to enhance
your tasting experience. Enjoy live
music on the patio, picnics in parklike
settings, gourmet wine-paired meals,
hot air balloon excursions, horseback
riding through the lush countryside
or a horse-drawn carriage tour with a
chilled bottle of wine. But don't let the
festivities fool you; these award-winning
vintners are passionate about their
vines and wines. Rather than share our
favorites, we’ll leave you to swirl and sip
your way through this acclaimed wine
region in search of your own. A choice
wine is, after all, in the palate of the
taster. Tastings run from $10 to $15 for
a flight of wine. Some wineries charge
$20 on weekends but that doesn’t seem
to diminish the crowds. The Temecula
Valley Winegrowers Association’s

Right: A Tyrannosaurus sculpture stands guard
at Ricardo Breceda’s Jurassic Park Gallery on
U.S. Highway 79.

website, www.temeculawines.org, is an
excellent trip-planning tool and includes
a map along with information on self-
guided and guided tours, dining, special
events and activities. Our discovery of
Temecula’s wine country inspired us

to don our treasure-hunter hats and
explore the valley over several weeks to
see what other jewels it held.

Old Town Festivities

Temecula’s Old Town greeted us with
a lively mixture of antique charm and
nouveau spirit. The colorful, historic
buildings harbor boutiques and
eclectic shops, while a cornucopia of
restaurants serve up delectable feasts
satisfying a wide range of tastes, with
ambiances to match. Savor award-
winning burgers at Mad Madeline’s
Grill with streetside counter seating,
Crush & Brew’s artisan cuisine paired
with locally crafted beer and wine,
The Bank Mexican Restaurant &

From far left: Old Town
sports a delightful
array of shops sure

to turn browsers into
buyers. Old Town also
hosts a full calendar
of special events
including the Temecula
Rod Run, Hot Summer
Nights’ live band per-
formances and Santa’s
holiday arrival.

Bar’s authentic fare in the historic
First National Bank building or a host
of other tasty eateries. Patio dining
abounds, tempting one’s appetite while
music wafts through the air adding to
the festive mood.

We strolled along Old Town
Front Street to a light jazz tune,
seeking the unique and unusual.
From flavored olive oil and vinegar
tastings at Temecula Olive Qil Co. to a
trove of unique gifts at The Farmer’s
Wife mercantile, the town sports a
delightful array of shops sure to turn
browsers into buyers. The alluring
scent of lavender enticed us into
Temecula Lavender Co., brimming with
a potpourri of everything lavender:
lotions, bath salts, soaps, essential
oils, candles and more. Proprietor Jan
Schneider shared how her family’s
use and passion for this herb inspired
them to start a small lavender farm in
the Temecula wine country and create
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TEMECULA VALLEY, CALIFORNIA
Right: Pala Casino Spa and Resort (known for its live concerts and en-

tertainment) introduced its new star in May, a 100-site luxury RV Resort
just 5 miles from I-15 and surrounded by the Palomar Mountains.

lavender products for all to enjoy.

Colorful, crooked letters invite visitors to Pennypickle’s
Workshop, where a cacophony of music, clanging, laughter,
chimes and the distant rumble of an earthquake welcomed
us into the 7,500-square-foot home of the elusive, imaginary
professor Phineas T. Pennypickle, master scientist. What
a find! Kids of all ages and their fun-loving parents pushed

buttons, turned dials and played with contraptions of all sorts

as they roamed through the professor’s 11-room house-
turned-workshop. My favorite, The Library, with a “Time

and Travel” theme, featured a time machine and fireplace
portal leading to a black-lighted maze filled with other time
travelers. The Kitchen displayed a mess of the professor’s
chemistry and physics experiments. Under their father’s
watchful gaze, a couple of tyke architects stacked “biscuits”
carefully on a metal plate and pushed the earthquake button
to see if their building would survive. For the enjoyment of
all, the children’s museum manages the number of visitors
with several two-hour sessions throughout the day and is
open Tuesday through Sunday. It is not necessary to pre-
register unless you are booking a large group or party. For a
nominal entrance fee of $5 [free for children younger than 3},
Pennypickle’'s Workshop is a fun adventure for all ages and

a great way to keep young travelers entertained. Check out
www.pennypickles.org for more information.

For those who enjoy the footlights, Old Town Temecula
Community Theater presents a full score of live jazz, dance,
comedy and musicals. For performance schedules, go to
www.temeculatheater.org or call 866-653-8696.

A Gallery Treat

Just footsteps from the theater, we discovered a gallery
of famed metal sculptor Ricardo Breceda, known for his
lifesize and larger-than-life sculptures depicting prehistoric
mammals, wild horses, mythical creatures, raptors and
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even a 350-foot-long sea serpent in the Borrego Springs,
California, desert. To our delight, we learned his 20-acre
Jurassic Park gallery is newly located a short drive from
Old Town on U.S. Highway 79 in Aguanga. We bid the city
farewell and set off for the hills. A full-size stagecoach
pulled by a team of horses marked the gallery’s location for
our visit, and the menagerie of creatures filling the field was
hard to miss. Stallions, frozen in time, reared up, manes
flying in the wind. Wild horses galloped toward the road,
freeze-framed in mid-jump. The display may differ on your
visit. For more information visit www.ricardobreceda.com.

Ak

Pechanga RV Resort offers casino entertainment, an 18-hole
championship golf courseand a full-service campground:
. o P vy T T——



THE MOST TRUSTED
NAME IN BRAKING

BrakeBuddy® auxiliary braking systems take the burden off of your
motorhome’s brakes and reduce your stopping distance up to 50%

PATENTED
One-Touch Start Up Button

VANTAGE | 3 ON-THE-FLY VERSATILITY
™ Adjustment capability from

SELECT S~ the motorhome remote

PROPORTIONAL BRAKING

Activates dinghy brakes at the
same rate as the motorhome

. =55 THE ORIGINAL
DIGITAL - i The system that created an
(of B ASS'C’" ) industry. Over 20 years of

experience with thousands of
satisfied users

VERSATILE
Tow a vehicle or a trailer

STEALTH" B4 HIDDEN

Mounts out of sight

SIMPLE
Just plug and go

THE TOWED VEHICLE BRAKING EXPERTS™

Whether you’re looking for a portable or built-in system, we have you covered!
BrakeBuddy.com | 800-470-2287

Brake Buddy & nVision, Circle 107 on Reader Service Card



GETAWAY

TEMECULA VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

Country Stars or City Lights

When you retreat to your motorhome after a fun-filled
day, do you prefer a casual country setting, an upscale
resort in the heart of the city or a luxury resort offering a
blend of both? Graciously, the area offers all, anchored by
Lake Skinner Recreation Area, north of the wine country;
Pechanga Resort & Casino, south of Old Town; and Pala
Casino Spa & Resort, south of Temecula.

Lake Skinner, a serene setting with 184 full-hookup
sites, 16 water and electric sites, and 41 water-only sites,
offers plenty of day-use and extended-stay activities
including bicycling, kayaking and boating. Hiking and
horseback riding (bring your own horse) along a 6-mile
equestrian park trail is available from the end of May
through November. Lake swimming is not permitted, but
youngsters may quench the summer’s heat at the Splash
Pad near the playground. Don't forget your fishing rod,
as fishing is the park’s most popular year-round activity.
Striped bass, largemouth bass, carp and bluegill inhabit
the lake. Catfish are stocked in the summer, as are trout
in the winter. Boat rentals are available at the camp store
marina. Lake Skinner hosts the annual Temecula Valley
Balloon & Wine Festival (www.tvbwf.com ] in May. We
recommend checking the park’s website (www.rivco
parks.org/parks) for rules, regulations, schedules and
special events when planning your trip. Please note that as
of press time, the water levels at Lake Skinner were very low
due to drought conditions; check the website for updates and
call 800-234-7275 for information on the Splash Pad.

Pechanga Resort & Casino, nestled at the base of the
foothills, offers an elegant city setting with dazzling casino
and theater entertainment, a full menu of restaurants,
luxurious spa facilities, a well-appointed fitness center
and breathtaking views from its 18-hole championship golf
course, Journey. The RV resort, tucked a short distance from
the casino, features 168 full-service, spacious 18-by-55-foot
sites with manicured lawns. Amenities include a heated

Hikers enjoy a leisurely trek in the Santa
Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve. Bicycling,
horseback riding and dog walking are
welcome in a separate multiuse area.

pool with two spas and a shuttle service with at-site pickup
available 24/7. Guests may also practice their golf swing at
Journey’s practice facilities at no additional charge.

With its grand opening this past May, Pala Casino Spa &
Resort’s RV Resort is the area’s new rising star. Framed by
the Palomar Mountains, Pala is known for its serene setting
and a score of live concerts, special events and entertain-
ment. Guests may indulge in a variety of venues including
jazz in the underground Wine Cave, tribute bands in the
2,000-seat events center, outdoor concerts at the Starlight
Theater and a medley of popular artists in several lounges.
The Starlight Theater also plays host to the resort’s Food
& Wine Festival (August 20 this year). Dining in the resort’s
10 restaurants features tastes from around the world.

We had the pleasure of previewing the 10-acre, 100-site
luxury RV Resort prior to its completion. All sites are full-
service, stretching 20 feet wide and up to 70 feet in length,
with grass lawns, picnic tables and free Wi-Fi and cable
TV. Amenities include a heated pool, two spas, horseshoe
pit, barbecue grill areas and an indoor game room. For an
additional fee, guests may celebrate special events in the
clubhouse that features two meeting rooms complete with
kitchens. A complimentary casino shuttle is available 24/7.
Our travels carried us away prior to the resort’s debut, but
we hope to return soon.

Take a Hike
If Temecula’s bustling activities leave you yearning for
nature’s solitude, take heart. Better yet, take a hike in a
nearby park. We explored the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological
Reserve, located about 14 miles northwest of Old Town
Temecula near the city of Murrieta, on a windy day. After a
short visitor center briefing we chased our hats across the
parking lot at Vernal Pool Trailhead and began our trek to the
historic adobes shaded by a 400-year-old oak tree. Bicycling,
horseback riding and dog walking are permitted in a separate
multiuse area. Our easy-to-moderate 4.6-mile round-trip
hike over rolling hills and oak tree-speckled meadows was
an ideal way to unwind. Prices for a day pass run $4 per
adult, and $3 for kids between 2 and 12 years of age.
Relaxing in the shade of the ancient oak, we reflected
on the Temecula Valley's appeal. Its wine country extrava-
ganza, boutiques, art galleries, local craft breweries, live
theater, cuisine, impressive special events calendar, natural
recreation areas and RV camping under stars and city lights
make it a place where visitors can create their own unique
travel adventure. And yes, the Temecula Valley remains a
travel spot we can't believe we overlooked! @

FOR MORE INFORMATION

City of Temecula
951-694-6444, www.cityoftemecula.org/temecula/visitors

Pala Casino RV Resort
844-472-5278, www.palacasino.com/resort/rv-resort

Visit Temecula Valley
888-363-2852, www.visittemeculavalley.com
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factory-direct™
pricing starts at

= $99,999
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High strength low alloy steel :5;“-%&‘:‘-:
framing throughout motorhome ———=v

— 72 % stronger than aluminum! ;‘g fu

Azdel® substrate in sidewalls
and roof — No wood products!

Prices and specifications subject to change without notice.

Made in USA Elkhart, IN « NexusRVY.com . info@nexusrv.com « Toll Free 855.786.3987

Elkhart, IN « Ft Worth, TX « Temecula, CA « Clearwater, FL « Mesa, AZ « Wilmington, DE

Nexus RV, Circle 112 on Reader Service Card
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FROM THE COST OF MAJOR BREAKDOWNS
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A Good Sam Extended Service Plan is better than a warranty, it’s mechanical
breakdown insurance and we not only cover RVs, we cover your auto too.

A Good Sam Extended Service Plan can help take the worry out of paying large repair bills
with coverage on your engine assembly, transmission, drive axles, plus RV components like

your fridge, awnings, seals, gaskets and so much more.

Go online now to see all that we cover and get your FREE QUOTE.
Come see how affordable it can be to repair your RV or vehicle.

866-778-5049 AUT e RV n .

TAKE THE WORRY OUT OF PAYING LARGE REPAIR BILLS Extended Service Plan
MBI

All program benefits are subject to limitations set forth in the current Terms & Conditions. ESP is avaitable to LLS. residents anly, Designed for the Good Sam Club by Affinity Brokerage, LLC. ADMHSO49ALIGIS GSPS0SSS - 0516
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MAP YOUR
TRIPS WITH
GOOD SAM

Powered by Rand McNally, the Good Sam Trip Planner lets RVers customize their G °

travel itineraries. The online mapping tool charts routes with colorful pins showing Campmg World takes
the locations of nearby Good Sam Parks, Camping World SuperCenters, Pilot the field in Orlando
Flying J travel plazas, restaurants and attractions along the way. Users can click
on the pins for more information about each stop. The Trip Planner also estimates
fuel costs and shows low clearances, LP-gas restrictions and other RV warnings.

CAMPING
WORLD

; IR
M

The Orlando, Florida, stadium formerly
known as the Citrus Bowl now bears
the name of America’s top retailer of
RVs, RV accessories and RV-related
services. Rebranded Camping World
Stadium, the historic arena opened in
1936 as a Works Progress Administra-
tion project and has hosted the annual
Citrus Bowl college football game

» To get started, go to www.goodsam.com, select Trip Planner from the Plan
a Trip tab, and create a new trip.

Find A Campground :Z’:;X TVS;:L RATING from its 1947 debut as the Tangerine
[ 9] Bowl to its current incarnation as the
Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus Bowl.

The recently renovated venue is

home to two other bowl games and
RV PARK PICKS AND PANS a pair of Major League Soccer teams,
Looking for a great place to stay in your RV? Take advantage of the thousands of and stages concerts as well as events
RV park reviews posted on the Good Sam Club website in the past year. Reviewers on the Monster Jam and WWE Wres-

not only share their experiences, they rate RV parks with one to five stars, with an
average score appearing on each reviewed park’s information page, along with
Good Sam'’s annual three-number rating.

tlemania circuits. On September 5, the
stadium welcomes Florida State and
Ole Miss in the first annual Camping
World Kickoff college football game.
Camping World Stadium isn’t
the company’s first foray into sports
sponsorship. Camping World also
sponsors the NASCAR Camping World
; ._ Truck Series and the Camping World
21ST CENTURY SAVINGS ' Independence Bowl, and Good Sam
AT CAMPING WORLD ' Enterprises sponsors the Good Sam
The Camping World and Good Sam 50th anniversary AR 500 NASCAR Spri
festivities continue with a late-summer celebration .campi 0
of the 21st century at Camping World SuperCenters. P
From August 1 through 21, customers will receive a
free 2000s-theme reusable shopping bag with any
purchase of $50 or more, while supplies last. On the
first two weekends of the month — August 5, 6, 12
and 13 — customers can take advantage of event-only savings, including unadver-
tised discounts, and the first 50 shoppers each day will receive a gift.

» Share your own RV park experiences on www.goodsam.com by clicking on Find a
Campground and identifying the park you'd like to review. On the park’s information
page, locate Reviews and click on Write a Review.

» Go to www.campingworld.com/stores to find all 120 Camping World locations,
driving directions, hours and available services.

4 CATS' CRADLE Good Sam members and full-time RVers Cheryl and Pete Keeffe weren’t on a mis-
sion to spoil their cats. George and Gracie’s outdoor habitat started off as a small tent. Then the Keefes added
a tunnel, a ramp and a catwalk connecting their motorhome to the pets’ tent, creating a kitty amusement park.

GOOD SAM CLUB | 800-234-3450 | WWW.GOODSAMCLUB.COM | INFO@GOODSAMCLUB.COM



By Alan Rider

POINTS OF
INTEREST

57 things you always wondered about the National Park Service™
(*But didn't know who to ask)

verybody knows the National Park Service you're a well-traveled person. And in those travels, you've

(NPS). And by now you should know MotorHome also likely been to your fair share of national parks.

is celebrating the organization’s 100th birthday But what do you really know about the NPS and the

all year long with our Find Your Adventure series. properties it protects and preserves on our behalf? While
Now that the big day is almost here, we're bringing you an you can probably tick off a handful of parks you've been to,
assortment of fascinating facts designed to amaze, amuse we think you'll be surprised to learn the depth and breadth
and — of course — inspire you to go out and find your own of the agency’s holdings.
adventure in America’s national parks. To that end, we present 57 of the most extraordinary “points

If you're a reader of MotorHome magazine, chances are of interest” from the first 100 years of the NPS.

Happy Birthday! its name are quite possibly the most
Mark your calendars for August 25, the  extraordinary natural features you’ll
Park Service’s 100th birthday. Formed  find anywhere.

when President Woodrow Wilson

signed the Organic Act of 1916, the leg- Sweet Treats

islation transferred management of 35 Time your visit to Utah’s Capitol Reef

national parks and monuments to the National Park right — from midsummer

new agency. Today, the NPS rides herd  to early fall — and you can pluck

on more than 400 areas, with new ones  heirloom varieties of apples, peaches, Rocks at Death Valley National
being added all the time. cherries and more, fresh from the Park’s The Racetrack playa appear

park’s 3 000 frurtireEe T to mysteriously move on their own.

Remarkable Rocks of the now-vanished 19th-century
While there are picturesque rock

formations in many national parks, the

2,000-plus sandstone arches that give

southern Utah’s Arches National Park

At Utah'’s Capitol Reef National Park, visitors can pick a variety of
delicious treats from the park’s 3,000 fruit trees.

N> Photo: Byron Harward/NPS
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WE HAVE THE QUESTIONS,
YOU COME UP WITH THE
ANSWERS IN THIS QUICK QUIZ
DESIGNED TO TEST YOUR
NATIONAL PARK SAVVY:

1. What was the first national park?
2. What are Bryce Canyon

National Park’s most famous rock
formations?

3. What is the name of the fort, now
a national monument, that inspired
“The Star Spangled Banner”?

4. What is the only national park

See bears feasting on spawning salmon
during July and September at Katmai
National Park and Preserve in Alaska.

named after a president?

5. Which national park’s name

Photo: Brett Seymour/NPS

community appropriately named Fruita.

In the Dark
Places that have been declared In-
ternational Dark Sky Parks — like

Texas’ Big Bend National Park, Utah’s

Natural Bridges National Monument

and California’s Death Valley National
Park — still have lots to see after the

sun goes down. Namely, more stars

in the sky than you even knew existed,
including the cloudlike swash across

the eastern sky, otherwise known
as our own Milky Way galaxy, rising
above you.

Hot Enough For You?

With a record ambient air tempera-
ture of 134 degrees Fahrenheit, you
might think California’s Death Valley
National Park takes the prize for
hottest place in the NPS. Then you
remember that the water bubbling

up out of the ground at Arkansas’ Hot

Springs National Park comes out at
a steamy 143 degrees Fahrenheit.
Which is right about the time you

realize that the lava being spewed out

by Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park’s

Kilauea and Mauna Loa emerges at
somewhere in the neighborhood of
2,100 degrees Fahrenheit.

Get Wet

When we picture national parks

we naturally picture dry land —
mountains, valleys and forests. That
said, there are more than a few NPS
properties that are literally all wet.
Foremost among them is south
Florida's Biscayne National Park,
which is said to be 95 percent water.

Get Weird

For our money, the quirkiest sights
you'll ever see in a national park

are the rocks that appear to have
moved under their own power on

the barren surface of Death Valley
National Park’s The Racetrack playa.
Runner-up: Wyoming's Devils Tower
National Monument gets the nod, for
both its unnaturally conical shape
and its role as the landing site for
the aliens in the sci-fi flick “Close

Encounters of the Third Kind.”

means “heaven”?

6. Which national monument marks
Custer’s Last Stand?

7. Which is the southernmost
national park?

8. Which national park takes its
name from French fur trappers’
phrase “les mauvaises terres a

traverser”?

9. Which national park is named
after turtles?

10. Which national park is home to
more than 400,000 bats?
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Get Wild

For most people, the chance to view
animals up close is the highlight of a
visit to America’s national parks. Here
are four parks guaranteed to provide
plenty of watchable wildlife:

» Katmai — Every July and September,
some of the largest bears in the world
(the park has more than 2,000 grizzlies)
converge to feed on spawning sockeye
salmon in Alaska’s Brooks River. Not
to mention the beluga, gray and killer
whales cruising by on the coast.

Far left: Biscayne National Park is just
minutes from downtown Miami and features
four distinct ecosystems: mangrove, bay,
island and coral reef. Left: The landscape at
Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park is constantly
changing thanks to ongoing volcanic activity.
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» Yellowstone — These 2.2 million
acres in northwestern Wyoming

are home to 67 mammal species,
including megafauna like bison, elk,
grizzly and black bears and bighorn
sheep. If you're extra lucky, you might
even catch a glimpse of the park’s
recently reintroduced wolf packs.

» Glacier — While this park on the
Canadian border in Montana is best
known for attractions like the always
enthralling Going-to-the-Sun Road,
its million-plus acres are also home

At a staggering 20,310 feet, Denali is North
America’s tallest peak.

to a large population of grizzlies,
plus mountain goats, black bears,
mountain lions, moose and more.

» Denali — Besides its namesake
mountain, caribou, moose, Dall sheep,
wolves, and grizzly bears are all prime
attractions at this 6 million-acre
Alaskan park. The best part is that it's
not unreasonable to expect to see all of
the above in a single day.

2 Strategies for Busy Parks

» Arrive early (or stay late) to avoid
the crowds.

» Skip lines by making use of
automated kiosks (where available) to
pay park admission.

4 PARKS EVERYONE SHOULD VISIT GOT A BUCKET LIST¢ MAKE SURE THESE PARKS ARE ON IT.

1) Grand Canyon
Granted, it is just a big
hole in the ground. That
said, this mile-deep
canyon in Arizona is
guaranteed to be the
most magnificent rift in
the earth’s crust you'll
ever see.

2) Yellowstone

Brilliantly colored thermal
pools, bubbling mud pots,

sky-high geysers and

more make this Wyoming,
Montana and Idaho park
nestled in the caldera of

an ancient volcano
fascinating.




Copper mining at
- 5 Kennecott Mines
At the Extremes a5 T gl National Historic

» The largest of the Park Service's charges is Alaska’s o | TS A La"dmagk ié‘l.wra"geu&
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve, which could b oper;'tio:]isiﬁa;;&
swallow Death Valley, Yellowstone and the Everglades and

still have room left over.

» At 0.02 of an acre, Philadelphia’s Thaddeus Kosciuszko

MUST-HAVES

» If you're heading out for any hike more ambitious than a short
stroll, make sure you bring along the items on the “10 Essentials”
hiker’s checklist. But above all else, don’t forget your most valuable
personal safety item: common sense (to cite just one example,
posing for selfies with a 900-pound bull elk is not a good idea).

3) Yosemite < T 4) Acadia

With its plummeting b : - This Maine gem starts
waterfalls and distinc- . : ¥ with a stunningly beautiful
tive rock faces like the ; ot ; : : rocky coastline, then
climbing mecca of El ¥ ¢ L adds 45 miles of historic
Capitan, the California I TR carriage roads and

valley that John Muir 4 L "o Cadillac Mountain, the
fought to preserve is still - § ’ - A tallest peak on the U.S.
breathtaking. - - s 4 Atlantic coast.
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It's time to reward yourself for your hard work. It's time to reach without a stretch. It's your time for Entegra Coach. Beyond
superior construction, an industry-leading 2-year limited warranty and deluxe finishes, our 2017 lineup is packed with
never-before-seen technology:

ity control automatically slows the coach on extreme grades -

ENTEGRA
COACH:®

lo learn more—and find your nearest dealer—visit EntegraCoach.com

Entegra Coach, Circle 109 on Reader Service Card



POINTS OF INTEREST

6 LANDMARKS

National parks and
monuments are home to some
of America’s most famous
landmarks. How many of these
can you name? Extra points

if you can also name the park
they're found in.
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National Memorial (named for a hero of the American Revo-
lutionary War] is the smallest unit of the NPS.

» Denali National Park and Preserve wins the prize for
highest spot in the NPS with its 20,310-foot namesake peak,
which also happens to be the tallest mountain in North
America.

» You'll find the lowest spot under the Park Service’'s
dominion in Death Valley National Park, where Badwater
Basin lies 282 feet below sea level.

Most Adventurous Parks

Everyone knows national parks are full of adventures, but
here are four parks that really kick the adventure quotient
up a notch:

Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve, Colorado
Lots of people snowboard on snow, but how many have tried
sandboarding from the top of some of America’s tallest
dunes?

Sandboards made for the dry slopes in Great Sand Dunes National Park
and Preserve are more effective than traditional snowboards.-
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 Photo: Patrick Myers/NPS %,

SUCH A DEAL!

» Hands down, the best deals the National Park Service offers are
the free admission days that happen several times every year, most
notably during this month’s NPS Birthday Weekend (August 25-28).

The next-best bargains are the passes the NPS offers, from the $10
lifetime Senior Pass, to the $80 annual America the Beautiful Pass
that can end up saving you serious money if you plan on visiting more
than one national park during the coming year.

Wright Brothers National Memorial, North Carolina

Take a leap of faith while learning to hang glide on the same
Kitty Hawk dunes Orville and Wilbur used to launch their
flying machines.

Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona

Floating all or part of the 277 miles of the Colorado River
that flow through the mile-deep canyon is sort of the
definition of “trip of a lifetime.”

Mammoth Cave National Park, Kentucky
The Wild Cave Tour here takes you — via climbing and

crawling — to parts of the world’s longest cave system the
general public will never see. @

PARK RV CAMPERS % OF TOTAL
1 Yosemite NP 284,372 12.58%
2 Lake Mead NRA 140,395 6.21%
3 Gulf Islands NS 124,764 5.52%
4 Great Smoky Mountains NP 117,177 5.18%
5 Grand Canyon NP 101,227 4.48%
6 Glacier NP 99,846 4.42%
7 Joshua Tree NP 74,952 3.32%
8 Zion NP 73,783 3.26%
9 Yellowstone NP 69,830 3.09%
10 Death Valley NP 66,445 2.94%

Photos: 3) Neal Herbert/NPS, 4) Jim Peaco/NPS, 6) NPS



FLO DOESN'T PERSONALLY
LOVER YOUR RV, BUT WE DO.

PROGRESSIVE

Progressive Insurance, Circle 114 on Reader Service Card



OPEN AN ACCOUNT

AND EARN UP TO 350

IN REC REWARDS POINTS

S ——

GET ON THE ROAD TO BIGGER REWARDS!

ﬂﬁ NEW BENEFIT Earn 3 points on gas purchases

2,000 BONUS POINTS

the first time you use your card for a purchase (up to $25 value) FUR EVERY SI SPENT

POINTS at Camping World and on
Good Sam purchases

DOUBLE POINTS

on purchases outside Camping World & Good Sam for the first
90 days (up to 2,000 points/$25 value)

REDEEM

points for cash back as a statement credit, Good Sam memberships,
restaurant, retail and gas gift cards. Plus, MUCH more!

POINTS on gas & at private campgrounds
in the U.S. & Canada’

POINT everywhere else VISA’ is accepted

APPLY TODAY! CALL: 1-844-271-2591 CLICK: GoodSamCampingWorldVisa.com

or Visit a Camping World SuperCenter near you! TDD/TTY 1-888-819-1918

'0Offer subject to credit approval. Cardholders will earn five (5) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases spent on Good Sam Club related products and services made on their Account
rounded to the nearest dollar. “Good Sam Club eligible purchases,” are defined as products and services purchased from Good Sam Enterprises, LLC and its affiliates and partners, including but
not limited to the following: Coast to Coast, Camping World, Good Sam, TL Enterprises, and NGIC. Cardholders will earn three (3) points for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made at any
gas station and any retail establishments that classify their merchant location to Visa as Campgrounds and Trailer Parks within the U.S. and Canada. For all other purchases made anywhere else,
Cardholders will earn one (1) point for every one dollar ($1.00) of Net Purchases made on their Account rounded to the nearest dollar. A one-time bonus award of (2,000) Rec Rewards Points will be
awarded to new cardholders after the first purchase is posted to the Account. Bonus Rec Rewards Points will be posted approximately 30 days after the initial qualifying transaction. Cardholders
will earn double points (up to 2,000 bonus points total) on all purchases made outside Good Sam or Camping World within the first 90 days of account opening. This rewards program is provided by
Comenity Capital Bank and its terms may discontinue or change at any time. For information about the rates, fees, other costs, and the reward program rules (including point accrual rate, bonus point
awards, etc.) and benefits associated with the use of this credit card program please visit http://www.comenity.net/goodsamcampingworld for complete terms and conditions. © 2016 CWI, Inc. &
Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. CAMPING WORLD and the CAMPING WORLD Mountain Logo are registered trademarks of CWI, Inc. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks
of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.

2Comenity Capital Bank does not have the ability to control how a Merchant chooses to classify their business; therefore, Comenity Capital Bank reserves the right to determine which transactions
qualify for the bonus savings.

The Good Sam | Camping World Visa® and Visa Signature® cards are issued by Comenity Capital Bank, pursuant to license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. Visa is a registered trademark of Visa U.S.A. Inc.
GCR47491 - 0416
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MOUNT RUSHMORE

MOUNT RUSHMORE

TURNS 75!

Celebrate this historic achievement with 15 tantalizing
trivia tidbits about the famous South Dakota mountain

Getting There

From Interstate 90, exit at Rapid City
and follow U.S. Highway 16 southwest
to Keystone, and then Highway 244 to
Mount Rushmore. Visitors coming from
the south should follow Highway 385
north to Highway 244, which is the road
leading to the memorial.

he iconic symbol of democracy, Mount Rushmore, features four
famous United States presidents carved into a mountain, but did you
know the original idea had nothing to do with the presidents? The
sculpture was envisioned featuring Wild West heroes.

Mount Rushmore National
Memorial, located in the Black
Hills of South Dakota, features the
faces of U.S. Presidents George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
Theodore Roosevelt and Abraham
Lincoln carved into 5,725-foot-high
Mount Rushmore. Sculpted in a
remote and rugged location, on an

obscure mountain during the nation’s
Great Depression, the monument’s
progress was often stalled due to
inadequate funding and harsh winters.
Despite these obstacles and con-
troversies over land use, sculptor
Gutzon Borglum was determined to
create the towering tribute known

as Mount Rushmore, the “Shrine of

Democracy.” Today, his famous mas-
terpiece, evoking a profound sense
of patriotism, lures nearly 3 million
visitors every year.

Mount Rushmore’s 75th anniver-
sary of completion officially takes
place October 31, 2016. Coinciding
with the National Park Service’s 100th
anniversary this year, it's the perfect
time to celebrate this great American
sculpture. So, check out the following
facts about the famous mountain,
then climb in your motorhome and
head for the “Paha Sapa” — the
Lakota name for the Black Hills.

The total cost to carve Mount Rushmore
was $989,992.32, mostly paid from the U.S.
Department of the Treasury.
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MOUNT RUSHMORE TURNS 75!

Do you know why it's named
“Mount Rushmore?” During the
1880s, long before the carving of the

mountain began, an attorney from
New York named Charles Rushmore
was assessing mining claims in the
Black Hills area. When he asked his
guides the name of the mountain,
they said it had no name, but one
guide added, “We will name it now,
and name it Rushmore Peak.” Also
known as Rushmore Rock and later
Rushmore Mountain, it was during the
carving of the historic sculpture more
than 40 years later that the mountain
was officially recognized as Mount
Rushmore.

What about the Wild West heroes?

In the 1920s, South Dakota’s state
historian, Doane Robinson, had a novel
idea. South Dakota had just become
a state in 1889, and Robinson wanted
to create something spectacular to
lure tourists from all over the world.
He envisioned the granite needles in
the Black Hills chiseled into Wild West
heroes. The towers of stone would
be transformed into famous icons of
the American West, including such
notables as the Sioux chief, Red Cloud;
explorers Lewis and Clark; and the
colorful showman, Buffalo Bill Cody.
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Robinson contacted the sculptor,
Gutzon Borglum, who believed the
needles weren't suited for carving.
Borglum traveled by horseback to
three mountains in search of the
perfect location. He found it at Mount
Rushmore. It was made of the hard
rock, granite, and the southeastern
exposure of the broad mountain would
provide dramatic light. Instead of
focusing on regional heroes, Mount
Rushmore inspired the artist to make
a sculpture of national significance.

Out of all the presidents, why does

Mount Rushmore feature these
four? They symbolize the founding,
growth, development and preservation
of the country. Washington, the first
president of the United States, was
the first carved on Mount Rushmore
and represents founding. His figure
was dedicated in 1930, on the Fourth
of July. Growth is characterized
by Jefferson, who purchased the
Louisiana Territory, doubling the size
of the country. Theodore Roosevelt,
one of the early leaders of the National
Park Service idea, represents develop-
ment. He was a conservationist and
oversaw the building of the Panama
Canal. Preservation of the country is
expressed in the figure of Abraham

The Crazy Horse Memorial does not accept
any state or federal funding. When completed,
the 563-foot-high sculpture will dwarf Mount
Rushmore’s 60-foot faces.

B! o e

More than 90 percent of Mount Rushmore was
carved using dynamite. Workers used jack-
hammers and hand chisels to complete the
sculpting. Here in this close-up of President
Lincoln, notice the detail that makes his

eyes sparkle. Despite the dangerous work,
there were no fatalities in the carving of the
monument.

Lincoln, who served as president during
the Civil War, and who is credited with
keeping the country united.

Did you know that in an attempt

to obtain federal funds for the
carving, President Calvin Coolidge
was invited to vacation at nearby
Custer State Park, and every night,
workers secretly stocked the stream
outside of his room with trout? An avid
fisherman, Coolidge extended his 1927
stay by two months. It was enough
time to persuade him to allocate funds
for the memorial and for Borglum
to convince the president to officially
dedicate Mount Rushmore on August
10. Carving began on October 4, 1927.
The Mount Rushmore bill was passed
in 1929, providing federal matching
funds, one government dollar for every
private dollar contributed.

Why did the sculptor hire workers
who could play baseball but had
no idea how to use jackhammers
or dynamite to carve the mountain?
Mount Rushmore sponsored a baseball
team. Since Borglum and his son,
Lincoln, were so competitive, the
majority of the new workers were hired
because they knew how to swing a bat.




Was there really a time clock on

top of the mountain? In a word,
yes. Borglum had to depend upon
“untutored miners” and settlers
to carve his enormous work of art.
Though most had come to the Black
Hills in search of gold, the 400 men
— about 30 at a time — labored in
a variety of ways, from blacksmiths
forging tools to powder men cutting
sticks of dynamite. In a testament to
workers’ skills, they used dynamite
to sculpt within 3 to 5 inches of the
final faces. Since the project often ran
out of money, the men would be laid
off and find other jobs. When work
resumed, they quit those jobs and
returned to Mount Rushmore, where
they climbed 700 stairs every morning
to the top of the mountain to punch a
time clock.

You can thank Gutzon Borglum

for your morning coffee break.
According to local legend, the first
coffee break started on a cold morning
on top of Mount Rushmore. Borglum
saw the carvers huddling together
and warming themselves with hot
coffee. He told his foreman that at 10
a.m. sharp the next day, the foreman
was to have coffee and donuts for

everyone.

What happened to the missing
room? Carved behind Lincoln’s
head lies a doorway and a hall, but the

hidden room Borglum planned was
abandoned when Congress stopped
the project. Located in a restricted
area of the memorial, Borglum
intended to build a grand staircase
from the blasted rocks, leading to

a Hall of Records. He envisioned a
rotunda holding the country’s greatest
historical documents, the Declaration
of Independence, the U.S. Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights, plus infor-
mation about the four presidents, a
record of the nation’s history and the
reason why Mount Rushmore was
built. The hall was never completed. In
1998, Borglum’s daughter, Mary Ellis
Borglum Vhay, buried a box filled with
16 porcelain panels containing copies
of all the documents; it's buried at the
hall's entrance.

Why was there a writing contest to

build a sculpture? Borglum’s plans
included a 120-foot-high-by-80-foot-
wide stone tablet in the shape of the
Louisiana Purchase. Americans were
invited to submit inscriptions about
the history of the United States to be
etched onto the tablet.

1 0 For 18 months, the sculpture
featured President Jefferson to
the left of President Washington (from
the viewer’s perspective); why is he
now to the right of Washington? After
spending precious resources of both
time and money sculpting President

Did you know a 1937 bill introduced in Congress proposed that
another figure be added to the Mount Rushmore carving? The
proposal fell through due to an existing bill limiting federal funds
to those carvings already started. Who was the figure? Social
reformer and women'’s suffrage activist, Susan B. Anthony.

@ WHEN YOU GO

Visitor facilities are open all
year, seven days a week, except
December 25, when grounds remain
open but buildings are closed. The
grounds open at 5 a.m. daily and
close at 11 p.m. mid-March through
September (9 p.m. the remainder of
the year). Most buildings are open
at 8 a.m., with seasonally adjusted
closing times.

There is no entrance fee, but
there is an $11 per vehicle parking
fee for cars, motorcycles and RVs.

Jefferson, undetected fractures in the
rock caused the stone to be too weak.
Jefferson’s likeness was dynamited
off and carved on the other side of
Washington. The shift moved Lincoln’s
head into the area planned for the
tablet. Similarly, in order to find solid
rock for Roosevelt, the workers had to
cut 80 feet into the mountain.

1 What makes the eyes look so
lifelike? At 11 feet wide, the

presidents’ eyes are extraordinary,

not just in size, but in the technique

used to create them. As the carvers

sculpted the eyes, they left 2-foot-long

A seasonal patriotic tribute is offered at
the memorial that includes a dramatic
evening lighting of the massive monument.
The ceremony includes inviting all military
personnel and veterans in attendance to
gather and be personally recognized for
their service.
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MOUNT RUSHMORE TURNS 75!

SMI Manufacturing, Circle 119 on Reader Service Card

shafts of granite in the middle of each
pupil. When the sunlight bounces off
the exposed shaft point, it makes the
presidents” eyes twinkle.

1 Why does the park have a 3-D
digital scan, within a centimeter
of accuracy, of the entire mountain?
In order to protect the monument
from damage, Borglum sealed natural
cracks with a mixture of linseed oil

and granite dust. Today, they're sealed
with silicone sealant and camouflaged
with granite dust. If there’s ever a
disaster that significantly damages the
monument, the park has the 3-D scan
to re-create it.

1 3 If mountain goats aren’t native
to South Dakota, why are there

wild ones at Mount Rushmore? The

mountain goats were given to nearby
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Custer State Park by the government
of Canada in 1923. After the climbers
escaped from their pen, they headed
for the hills.

1 Why was a large-scale model

of Mount Rushmore built in
a Hollywood studio? When South
Dakota wouldn’t allow filming on
Mount Rushmore, film director Alfred
Hitchcock had the model built for
a climactic chase scene in his 1959
thriller movie, “North by Northwest.”

1 If 2016 is the anniversary of

Mount Rushmore’s completion,
why isn’t it finished? Early in 1941,
Congress cut all funding for Mount
Rushmore. Gutzon Borglum died a
week later. Lincoln Borglum oversaw
the final touches to his father’s mas-
terpiece. Congress declared the
monument complete on October
31, 1941. However, Gutzon Borglum
had allowed 3 extra inches on all the
features of the presidents to allow for
natural weathering. He said, “Three
inches would require 300,000 years to
bring the work down to the point that
| would like to finish it. In other words,
the work will not be done for another
300,000 years, as it should be.” @

For More Information

Mount Rushmore National Memorial
park headquarters: 605-574-2523; visitor
information, recorded message: 605-574-
3171, www.nps.gov/moru

Rapid City Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-487-3223, www.visitrapidcity.com

Campgrounds in the Area

Happy Holiday Resort
888-342-7365, www.happyholidayrvresort.com

Heartland RV Park & Cabins
605-255-5460, www.heartlandcampground.com

Lake Park Campground & Cottages
800-644-2267, www.lakeparkcampground.com

Mystery Mountain Resort
605-342-5368, www.mysterymountain.us

Rapid City RV Park and Campground
605-342-2751, www.rcrvpark.com

Tee Pee Campground & RV Park
605-343-6319, www.teepeeblackhills.com
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MAINTENANCE: BATTERY TESTING

By E. Don Smith

Testing your motorhome s battery systems mcreases- overall pérformance and longevity

motorhome is a complicated set of mechanical and electronic
systems, and the heart of most of those systems is power. When
plugged in at a resort, power comes from the electrical connection
and all is well. However, as you start your coach, or operate various
devices while unplugged, the battery bank does the work. Without these batteries
you could not start your motorhome’s chassis engine, run the exhaust fan or
power the TV. Since dead batteries are one of the most common problems with
motorhomes, we are going to discuss how to properly test and maintain the
batteries in order to reduce the chances for problems while on the road.

A typical motorhome has inde-
pendent chassis and house (or coach)
batteries. The chassis batteries (also
called starting batteries) are usually
one or two 12-volt batteries (wired
in parallel) that deliver the power
to start the chassis engine. These
batteries are designed to deliver a
large amount of current over a short
period of time to start the engine, and
are recharged with the alternator as
you drive. Depending on the particular
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motorhome, the batteries can be wet
cell (flooded lead acid), gel or absorbed
glass mat (AGM] varieties. The most
common are flooded lead acid, and
these are the type with removable caps
that allow the user to maintain the
electrolyte level inside. Gel and AGM
are considered Valve Regulated Lead
Acid (VRLA] and are maintenance-free.
The other batteries in a typical
motorhome are the house, or coach,
batteries. These deep-cycle batteries

can range in number from as few as
two to up to as many as your coach can
carry. Often (but not always), coach
batteries are 6-volt batteries wired in
series that produce 12-volt power to
the coach. Some new motorhomes,
notably those with powerful inverters
and significant 120-volt AC-powered
accessories, have larger house
battery banks consisting of up to 16
6-volt batteries, but most normal-
size motorhomes have between two
and four. These batteries are most
commonly flooded lead-acid batteries
or AGM due to the amp-hour capacity
they offer, in addition to their deep
discharge/recharge abilities. Lithium
batteries are also becoming more
popular as the prices continue to drop.
These batteries are super efficient and
can be discharged to a deeper point
without damaging the cells.

Wet-cell batteries demand the




most maintenance and require the most steps for testing. Mainte-
nance procedures for these batteries are watering, specific gravity
testing of the electrolyte and voltage (state of charge) testing.
These wet-cell batteries can also be more prone to corrosion, so
it's important to keep the terminals clean. Though they do require
more maintenance, wet-cell batteries are also long-lasting and
economical, and they offer high amp-hour/reserve capacity, all

of which make them a common choice for house batteries in a
motorhome.

Some manufacturers include sophisticated multistage or
so-called “smart” chargers, so in many cases you already have
the necessary equipment to charge the coach batteries. Highline
coaches may have a charger for the chassis batteries, either a
separate charger or a charging circuit that diverts power from
the coach batteries as needed. Of course, you must have the
motorhome plugged in to shorepower or have the generator
running for these chargers to function.

Maintaining your motorhome’s batteries is pretty simple, and
is something you can perform yourself if you are even remotely
familiar with a voltmeter. Testing wet-cell batteries can be done
in one of three ways, but if you want the whole picture of your
battery’s health you need to perform all three. If you are maintain-
ing a gel or AGM battery, then you can skip the electrolyte testing
and electrolyte-level monitoring, as gel and AGM batteries are
sealed and do not require watering or specific gravity testing.

Before you dive into the battery bay, make sure you have the
proper protective gear for yourself. Batteries contain sulfuric
acid, which is quite dangerous to your skin and eyes. Always use

[1] Make sure you are wearing protective gloves and goggles when working
around wet-cell batteries, as the acid is very dangerous and can cause serious
skin and eye damage. We used latex gloves topped by rubber-coated gloves.
When using conductive wrenches and other tools around the battery posts,
make sure you do not allow them to cross between the positive and negative
cables or posts. Wrap the handles of your tools in electrical tape as an added
measure of protection. [2] Before we started disconnecting the battery wiring,
we first disconnected both battery banks from the motorhome by turning the
disconnect switches off. If equipped, these are usually located in the battery
bay. You should also make sure the generator is off, and that you unplug the
coach from shorepower. [3] We began our battery testing with the chassis
starting batteries, which are in the back of the battery bay on this motorhome.
These batteries are Trojan Transpower ST1000 AGM batteries. We took a
smartphone photo and drew a battery position diagram to use as a reassembly
reference, then disconnected the batteries from each other and the coach.

[4] In order to photograph the
process, we completely removed

the house batteries, but this is not a
requirement. Here you can see both
chassis batteries are completely
disconnected from each other and
the motorhome. [5] Before taking a
voltage reading the batteries were
allowed to “rest” for 12 hours to
remove the surface charge, since
they were plugged into the onboard
charger beforehand. We then tested
the voltage of each battery indi-
vidually. The voltage was 12.84 volts,
which indicates the starting batteries
were at 100 percent charge.

Photos: E. Don Smith
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BATTERY TESTING

[6] We also connected each 12-volt starting battery to a battery load tester for
10 seconds. This subjects the battery to a high current draw, after which the
condition is reported. [7] Next we turned our attention to the four é-volt house
batteries, which in this coach are Trojan T-125 flooded lead-acid batteries.
The Trojan Hydro-Link system allows easy watering of the batteries by using
these special valved caps and tubing with a hand pump that draws from a

jug of distilled water. When opening caps to test the electrolyte, use caution
to avoid splashing. The plates should be completely covered as a minimum,
and ideally the water level should be at 1/8-inch below the bottom of the
plastic fill tube in each cell. If needed, add distilled water. If it is necessary to
add water to any of the batteries, you will need to completely recharge them
before you continue with the rest of the testing. [8] In order to test each house
wet-cell battery, disconnect them from each other and from the coach just as
with the starting batteries. Make sure you have a photo or diagram to rewire
them. Then remove the cap from each battery in order to test the electrolyte.
This test is ONLY performed on flooded lead-acid batteries.

protective gloves and goggles when working with batteries. If
you are exposed to battery acid on your skin or eyes, immedi-
ately flush the affected area with water and/or seek medical
attention.

When batteries are being charged, especially during the
equalization phase (if so equipped), they produce hydrogen gas,
which is explosive, so make sure the area is properly vented
and you should definitely refrain from smoking. Following the
procedures outlined in your owner’s manual is critical with
regard to the proper procedure for venting.

Methods of Testing
The first and most common test is the open-circuit voltage of
the battery. Voltage testing can be done on all battery types.
Since these batteries are usually part of a battery bank, you
will have to disconnect them from each other and unplug the
motorhome from shorepower or turn off the generator to ensure
there is no charging being performed at the time of testing. If
you just finished charging the batteries you will need to allow
them to “rest” 12 hours before testing, or else the results will be
incorrect. You can also take the surface charge down by running
a couple of incandescent lights for a few minutes. This is not
exact, but is close enough for practical purposes.

Before disconnecting the batteries, it is always a good idea
to either draw a chart of the battery wiring or to take a photo
so you can rewire them properly after you finish. Checking the

Percentage Specific Gravity Open-Circuit Voltage voltage of a é-volt or a 12-volt battery will require
of Charge Corrected To 6v 12v a voltmeter. On the left is a chart of the battery
100 1277 6.37 12.73 condition based on the voltage and specific grav.it_y.
The second way to evaluate a battery’s condition
90 1.258 6.31 12.62 (wet cell only) is to measure the specific gravity
80 1.238 6.25 12.5 of the battery acid inside each cell. Since wet-cell
70 1.217 6.19 12.37 batteries are the most common type used for house
50 1.195 6.12 12.27 batteries, it is likely that your motorhome came
50 1.172 6.02 12.1 with this type of battery from the factory. Recently,
40 1148 5.98 11.89 howeve_r, some manufacturer; have begur_w offering
low-maintenance AGM batteries as an option or
30 1.124 5.91 11.81 even standard equipment. This test can only be
20 1.098 5.83 11.66 done on wet-cell batteries that have removable
10 1.073 5.75 11.51 caps; be sure to use caution when removing the
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BATTERY TESTING

caps in case there is some splash from
the electrolyte. This test involves using
a hydrometer, which is widely available
at most auto parts stores for about
$10. To ensure better accuracy, use a
slightly more expensive temperature-
correcting hydrometer.

The final evaluation method — and
perhaps one of the most important
for starting batteries — is a load
test. This type of test measures the
voltage of the battery while delivering
a large current into the battery test
device. Not everyone has a load
tester (sometimes called a toaster
tester), so if you don’t have one, you
can purchase it for less than $50 at
most auto-parts stores. If you prefer,
you can remove the battery(ies) from
the coach and take it/them to an
auto-parts store or battery dealer

[12] If your coach batteries need to be
equalized, refer to the owner’s manual for
the charger to initiate the process. Follow the
instructions for your specific house battery
charger carefully. Retest the batteries after
they have finished equalization and have been
allowed to rest again. [13] During equalization
charging the batteries are charged at a very
high voltage to reverse the buildup of sulfate
crystals on the plates and to redistribute the
concentrated acid that sometimes settles

at the bottom of the battery. Make sure all
12-volt DC appliances are off, the battery
caps are loose and the battery bay vented

if you perform equalization. [14] This is a
typical low-amp charger that is pre-installed
in some motorhomes to keep the 12-volt
starting batteries topped off while plugged
into shorepower or when the generator is
running. No action is required, as these are

usually automatic chargers. [15] After rewiring

the batteries to the coach, it is a good time

to protect the terminals from corrosion.
Remember it is very important to connect the
wires exactly as before. Spray a small amount
of terminal protector on each post and cable
end to protect it from any corrosion. If there is
already a lot of buildup evident, use a battery-
acid cleaner or baking soda to remove it first.

I

[91 Next we used a bulb-style hydrometer to test the cells of each 6-volt battery and recorded the
specific gravity. Do not add any water before performing this test unless you plan on charging
them first. Since the electrolyte temperature was not 80 degrees Fahrenheit, we had to use a
correction factor, which is to add 0.004 for every 10 degrees above 80 degrees, or to subtract
0.004 from the actual reading for every 10 degrees below 80 degrees. Only then can the true
specific gravity be obtained and compared to the chart (on page 44). All of the cells tested in the
“good” range. [10] We used a voltmeter to test the open circuit voltage (state of charge) of all the
6-volt batteries. They ranged from 6.485 to 6.505, which means they are at 100 percent charged
according to the voltage method of testing. This test can be performed on all battery types. [11]
We used a load tester to check the condition of each starting battery.

for testing. These locations generally
use a much more sophisticated com-
puterized load tester that will give a
complete test of each battery.

After conducting these tests, you
should have a very good idea of the
condition of your batteries and will
be able to determine if they need
additional charging or replacement. If
the batteries do need charging, follow
the instructions for the charger and
then retest the batteries again after

the charging is complete.

The batteries we used for this
article are the same ones we installed
in December 2011 and that were
featured in the July 2012 MotorHome
article “Put Power in Its Place.” This
makes the batteries just over 4 years
old. When not in use, they have always
been connected to a multistage
charging system and the four coach
batteries have been refilled with
distilled water as needed. @
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Winnebago goes a different direction for 2017 by adding a slideout to
its popular compact Class C motorhome  eyoonyacarison

he destination kept
changing but the motive didn't.

We wanted sun, water and
hiking possibilities, all of which we have
here in Southern California, but we
wanted them somewhere else. A good
vehicle to take us there — one that
is not too big, not too small, but just
right — is the latest Trend Class C by
Winnebago. This floorplan, the 23D, has
veered in a new direction for 2017 by
adding a slideout, a first for this model.
At 24 feet, the Trend is compact enough
to go just about anywhere, yet it offers
roominess and everything needed to
keep up to four people content, if one
or two of them are small, for lengthy
getaways. Introduced in 2014, the Trend
is built on the Ram ProMaster chassis
with a 280-horsepower 3.6-liter V-6
gasoline engine and front-wheel drive.

We climbed into the cockpit to

rest on the cloth-covered captain’s
seats for our 300-plus-mile trip to
Arizona. The dash-mounted shifter
and easily discernable HVAC controls
got two thumbs-up; ditto for the three
functional cup holders within easy
reach, and large folding powered side
mirrors with integrated turn signals
that provided a good side and rear
view.

The Trend is equipped with Fiat
Chrysler’s user-friendly Uconnect
multimedia system, which includes
a 5-inch LCD color touch screen for
the AM/FM MP3 radio with CD player,
navigation, USB port, Bluetooth
hands-free phone functionality, steer-
ing-wheel-mounted audio controls
and voice texting and reply capability
(not compatible with iPhones). In
addition, Winnebago tosses in a com-
plimentary one-year subscription to

SiriusXM radio. The screen for the
backup camera with a color rearview
monitoring system is incorporated into
the rearview mirror.

Safety features include air bags,
traction and electronic stability
control, hill-start assist, electronic
roll mitigation, anti-lock brakes with
panic brake assist and tire-pressure
monitoring.

Visually, the Trend is somewhat
of a contradiction in styling, contrast-
ing an aerodynamic front and large
cutting-edge angled skylight against
a boxy-looking rear, which is remi-
niscent of a toy hauler. Two rows of
LED taillights, a ladder and trendy
(no pun intended) decals gussy up the
rear. And the LT225/75R 16 tires look
funky aesthetically, specifically in the
rear because it looks like the Trend
should be outfitted with duallies rather

ABOVE: Built on the Ram ProMaster chassis, the Trend features an aerodynamic front end and boxy rear end that is reminiscent of toy-hauler styling.
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than singles. This, in fact, was one of
the things on which most onlookers
commented.

We stopped near Palm Springs to
walk a couple of miles of the Pacific
Crest Trail. On this April day, the
desolate trail was busy; we came
across four different groups and one
lone hiker, all of whom had been
hiking for weeks or months, carrying
their gear on their backs and living
off freeze-dried food. The solo hiker
looked longingly at the Trend as he
passed by, which probably looked like
a resort hotel to him ... and it struck us
that we were truly traveling in luxury.

While underway at freeway speeds,
conversation in the Trend’s cockpit can
be held at a normal level, though wind
noise from the motorhome’s skylight
is noticeable. The route we were
traveling is popular with freight trucks,
and the Trend's suspension was bumpy
over the punished pavement. Through
the desert we hit high winds and the
Trend plowed on through, feeling
stable. When climbing grades, the roar
of the engine was quite pronounced
as it pulled the 8,420-pound vehicle
steadily with little falter.

We crossed into Arizona from
California and temperatures rose
as gas prices dropped. Our destina-
tion was Lake Havasu City, but the
Colorado River looked so inviting that
we stopped 30 miles short to spend
a night — which turned into two — in
Parker at a county campground. After
spending 10 hours on the road, with a
few stops, we noted how comfortable
the captain’s seats had been, but we

BELOW: We made use of the captain’s chairs' ability to swivel and face the living area, which
benefits from an additional 19 inches of galley depth thanks to the slide. The Flex Bed System
offers a choice of dual twin beds or a single 52-by-87-inch sleeper (bottom). We were pleased that
the lav with an outward-opening door remained fully accessible with the bed in place.

were ready to set up camp.

Inside, with an interior height
of 6 feet 7 inches, there was plenty
of headroom, even with the ceiling-
mounted Coleman-Mach air condi-
tioner cutting off a couple of inches
in the walkway between the beds.
Opening the slide, which worked
smoothly, added 19 inches of depth to
the galley. The slide houses the 5.26-
cubic-foot double-door refrigerator/
freezer and High Pointe microwave
convection oven above and sofa directly
behind the driver’s seat. The thickly
padded sofa, the only furniture in the
RV, is extremely comfortable, and ac-
commodates tall folks with 22 inches
from the seat to the floor and a high
back. We swiveled the captain’s chairs
around and set up one of the two
pedestal tables for a homey feel, and
the galley was then transformed into

a living room where four could sit and
dine with enough elbowroom. There
are also two places to anchor tables
between the twin beds.

The Flexsteel sofa is what
Winnebago calls a Fold N Tumble: It
converts to a 44-by-72-inch bed and has
seating and seatbelts for two. | spent
two nights on that bed, and actually
found it more comfortable than the rear
twin beds. The width of it puts the bed
somewhere between a twin and double,
so it could accommodate two children.
The three-way refrigerator with touch
control was so quiet, the only time it
was noticeable was when my head was
next to it while sleeping on the sofa bed.

The refrigerator is situated 2
inches off the floor, leaving a gap
that was wide enough to swallow up
a sandal that we accidentally kicked
underneath. This got us thinking that

Left: The bathroom offers plenty of storage options and a lofty 6-foot 8-inch shower height. The
high-rise faucet looks great, but we had to keep a towel handy to mop up water runoff.

August 2016 MotorHome 49

Photos: Scott Hirko



WINNEBAGO TREND CLASS C

the gap could be a hazard because
items could get trapped in the slide as
it's moved in and out. The gap extends
around the left side of the refrigerator
as well, so we rolled up towels to fill in
the space; a simple fix, but something
that Winnebago should address.

Since we wanted to watch the
sunset, we moved the party outdoors
to enjoy the view across the river to the
California side of the border, and en-
tertained ourselves by watching folks
go back and forth for a two-minute
boat ride into another state. Then,
as bats came out and flitted about,
catching their dinner, we moved back
indoors to make our dinner.

As we pulled food, plates, cooking
utensils and pans out of the cabinets,
it struck us, as it did when packing up,
that even though there’s no pantry,
there’s an abundance of cupboard
space in the galley with two overhead
cabinets, a large cabinet below the
sink and two deep drawers under the
range. We nicknamed the cabinet over
the range “Grand Slam” because when
we opened, it slammed into the wall
and sliding privacy divider to the right
of it. A horizontal rail on the top shelf
keeps spices and small items from
rolling out when the door is opened,
though shorter people may have trouble
reaching into the back of the top shelf.

The cabinet below the stainless-
steel sink houses a water-filtration
system, and hot water is instant thanks
to the Girard tankless on-demand
water heater with wall-mounted
control. The curvy two-burner range

WINNEBAGDO

with a glass top not only looks good,
but the clever design is a functional
use of space, leaving a little island
between the stainless-steel sink and
range to set a pan or a coffee pot. A
glass shield attached to the bottom

of the cabinet over the range protects
the cabinet from grease splatters, and
a flip-up countertop extension adds
needed food-prep space. The extension
deploys in the doorway, yet there was
still room for us to scoot around it
when exiting and entering.

An attractive contoured acrylic
backsplash protects the walls around
the sink and range. Flip on the “mood
lighting” switch and the backsplash
lights up to look like waves, while a
row of LEDs cast soft light above the
cabinetry. Corner shelves at the head
of the twin beds light up as well and
have USB ports.

When it’s time for bed, there are
a couple of options. The aforemen-
tioned twin beds on either side are
equipped with individual Froli 3%-by-
3%-inch specialty springs under the
foam mattresses. Each mattress is
sectioned at the top to accommodate
a wood-slatted headrest operated by
a ratcheting system that allows for
multiple height adjustments. Raise
your head to the desired height — flat
for sleeping, if you wish, or raised for
watching TV or reading.

But, wait, there’s more: The 23D is
equipped with a Flex Bed System that
turns the two beds into one larger one
with a cross-aisle sleeping arrange-
ment. Each bed has a ledge anchored

SHOWER REFRIG/FREEZER

FLEXSTEEL
FOLD N TUMBLE
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WHAT’'S HOT &>

Easy to maneuver, well-laid-out cockpit
controls, bright floorplan, comfy Fold N
Tumble bed, storage in galley and lav.

WHAT'S NOT ¢/

Gap under the fridge, galley cabinet door
slams into the wall, faucet location in lav,
small opening to exterior storage.

to the outside of the structure that
holds the two tables. Lay the tables in
place, use the two back cushions as
the mattress and you've got a 52-by-
87-inch bed.

Housed in a cabinet over the
passenger-side bed are the systems
monitor panel and a Jensen home-
theater system with a DVD player,
surround sound and connectivity
to Bluetooth for smartphones and
tablets. A 28-inch LED HDTV swivels
out for viewing from anywhere in the
motorhome. After pulling down the
MCD blackout shades and climbing
under the covers to watch a movie, the
remote to shut off/turn on the MaxxAir
roof fan became our favorite accessory
since we were too lazy to get up.

Storage in the bathroomis
plentiful, with a wardrobe, deep sliding
drawers and a medicine cabinet.

The shower is roomy and, with the
skylight, there’s 6 feet 8 inches total
height, which can accommodate tall
people, but you'll need to remove

the drip rod. A retractable shower
screen squeegees off the water while
it's being closed. A fiberglass sink is
molded into the countertop, but we
found that the fixed faucet was so
close to the edge of the sink that water
could drip down between the sink and
shower when washing our hands. A
powered fan worked well to pull steam
out of the bathroom while showering.

The aforementioned sliding privacy
divider that separates the galley from
the bedroom was a nice touch when
my early riser husband, Bill, lounged
in the galley while | slept. But when he,



»

Above: The Trend makes the most of its limited counterspace thanks to the glass top and flip-up

counter extension, both of which add valuable square inches to the food-prep area.

in his 6 a.m. quest for coffee, pushed
the igniter switch for the range, | was
startled awake by the loud sound.

After two nights of dry camping
and relying, in part, upon the optional
100-watt solar panel ($805) and
2,800-watt Cummins Onan LP-gas
generator, we moved on to Lake
Havasu City. The High-Gloss Marbella
Cherry wood overhead cabinets have
a press-to-release feature that keeps
the cabinets tightly shut during travel.
The two drawers in the galley were a
different story, however, as they opened
and closed during travel when turning.
Fingerprints also showed up promi-
nently on the gloss-finished cabinetry.

Driving over London Bridge
brought us to an RV resort on the
small island. London Bridge, which
formerly spanned the River Thames in
England, was falling down, or rather
it was sinking, so the city of London
put it up for auction and it ended up in
Lake Havasu City, where it's a popular
attraction. The RV resort was packed
with snowbirds, most of them in RVs
larger than ours.

We ended up in a spacious lot
facing the lake with the sunlight
streaming into the Trend from the
skylight. The skylight is over the cab
and brightens the galley. It has a
pleated shade that allows owners to
roll it open or closed as much or little
as they want. Dual-pane Euro acrylic

windows (a $2,240 option) help with
thermal efficiency in the motorhome.

Later, while relaxing under the
powered 14-foot awning (with LED
lighting) and enjoying music through
the exterior speakers, we watched
magnificent boats cruise by. The Trend
has a barbecue grill hookup near the
entry door, and an outside shower
hookup on the opposite side. There’s
lockable outside storage as well, good
for stashing hoses and such, but with a
33-by-10-inch door to access the deep
compartment, it wasn't large enough
to fit our camp chairs.

We left Arizona’s playground as
the sun was setting. During our trip
we spent time in a variety of camping
situations, from dry camping at a
county park to staying at a five-star
RV resort with hookups. We were
impressed with the Trend’s agility and
tight turning radius. Fuel economy
averaged 12.46 MPG, with a high of
13.33 and a low of 11.59.

The Trend 23D has a cheerful,
inviting feel to it, with a well-appointed
floorplan that is open and bright, and
good interior storage space. With its big
feelin @ manageable size, we felt like
we could take it almost anywhere. It was
just right for the two of us who like to
wander off in search of new places. @
I —
Winnebago Industries
641-585-3535, www.winnebagoind.com

Specifications

Chassis

Model Ram ProMaster
Engine 3.6-L V-6
SAE Hp 280 @ 6,400 rpm
Torque 260 Ib-ft @ 4,175 rpm
Transmission Six-speed automatic
Axle Ratio 3.86:1
Tires 1T225/75R16
Wheelbase 159"
Brakes Four-wheel disc with ABS

McPherson with
Stabilizer Bar/solid
axle with leaf spring

Suspension, Front/Rear

Fuel Capacity 24 gal
Fuel Economy 12.46 mpg
Warranty 12 months/15,000 miles
Engine 5 years, 100,000 miles
Coach

Exterior Length 24
Exterior Width 7'6"
Exterior Height 10'2"
Interior Width 73"
Interior Height 6'7"

Construction Aluminum framing, laminated
fiberglass side walls, one-piece

fiberglass roof, block foam insulation

Freshwater Capacity 29 gal
Black-Water Capacity 40 gal
Gray-Water Capacity 35 gal
Water Heater Capacity On-demand
LP-gas Capacity 13 gal
Air Conditioner 13,500 Btu
Furnace 20,000 Btu
Refrigerator 5.26 cu-ft
Converter/Charger 45 amp
Battery Group 31 12-volt
AC Generator 2.8 kW LP-gas
MSRP $94,156
MSRP as Tested $97,906
Warranty 12-month/15,000-mile basic,

36-month/36,000-mile limited
warranty on structure, 10-year limited
parts-and-labor warranty on roof skin

Wet Weight
(Water & heater, fuel, LP-gas, tanks full; no sup-
plies or passengers)

Front Axle 3,360 Ibs
Rear Axle 5,060 Ibs
Total 8,420 Ibs

Chassis Ratings

GAWR, F/R 4,630/5,291 Ibs
GVWR/GCWR 9,350/11,500 Ibs
ROCCC 930 Ibs
GAWR Gross Axle Weight Rating
GVWR Gross Vehicle Weight Rating
GCWR Gross Combined Weight Rating

ROCCC  Realistic Occupant and Cargo Carrying
Capacity
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INSTALLATION: STACKING LAUNDRY CENTER

By Bob Livingston

LAUNDRY

After installing a Splendide stacking washer and dryer,
the chore of washing clothes becomes almost seamless

raveling in a motorhome gives us the sense that we're getting

away from the daily routine, leaving behind many of the responsibili-

ties and chores that diverted us to the RV lifestyle. In reality, some

things just can’t be left behind, like washing clothes. While some people
consider their trips to the laundry facility an extension of their social life, lugging
bags of clothes — and the soap and spot removers — to and from is not a plea-
surable experience for everyone. And it's expensive, to boot; we spent $6 a load
(wash and dry) at the last RV park we visited.

A great alternative is an onboard
washer/dryer, and Splendide Laundry
Centers offers a number of products
designed for RV installations including
its latest offering, a stacking system that
incorporates new technology to enhance
performance while taking the chore out
of washing and drying clothes.

Unlike the combo units, which
technically get the job done but require
lots of patience, the new stackers more
closely emulate home units, with the
exception of the ultimate capacity found
in residential models.

52 MotorHome August 2016

Newer motorhomes are often
outfitted with the water faucets, drain
plumbing and power in a closet where
space is allocated for a stacking washer
and dryer. Older models may only have
space reserved for a combo, which is
exactly what we encountered when
a friend wanted to add a washer and
dryer to his rig. We decided to take the
plunge and modify the closet, which
meant giving up some storage space,
but the owner was willing to make the
sacrifice for the added convenience.

We chose the Ariston by Splendide

[1] The closet in the test rig was prepped by the factory to accept a combo washer/dryer. It

was previously used as a storage area. [2] After removing the two lower drawers (not shown),
additional framing was screwed into the sides to support a new floor. [3] Retained wood from the
original structure was used to build the new floor.




ARWXF129W washer ($897) and
matching TVM63X dryer ($719) for
this project because of the company’s
sterling reputation in the industry,
and we knew these units are designed
specifically for RVs and thus can take
the pounding on the road. Features like
stainless-steel drums supported by
heavy-duty springs, shock absorbers
and a reinforced housing help ensure
against damage. We also considered
the units’ nice looks, modern controls
and, of course, the fact that they do a
good job of washing and drying clothes.

The washer weighs 147 pounds
and measures 32 "s-by-23Y2-by-22%
inches; the dryer weighs 67 pounds
and has virtually the same dimensions.
Although the washer and dryer are
rather bulky and fitting them into a
confined space may initially seem
difficult, the opposite is true. Since the
width is just shy of 24 inches, we had
enough room in the closet, where the
allocated space was slightly wider to
accommodate the combo unit.

We started the installation by
making the necessary modifica-

tions to the assigned closet. Shelves
and drawers were removed, and the
space reconfigured to make way for
the stacking washer and dryer. Once
the way was cleared in the closet, the
vent kit was installed, which required
drilling a 4-inch hole in the side wall.
You only get one shot at getting it right,
so measuring accurately and making
sure there are no obstructions inside
the wall are very important.

An optional drain-pan kit was
employed as additional insurance in
case of a leak or washer overflow, which
is almost always traceable to user error.
The pan is screwed into the floor in the
closet and a hose is then routed to a
drain pipe that leads to the gray holding
tank. After mounting the brackets that
attach to the dryer, the washer is lifted
into the closet, which took three guys
to maneuver without damaging the
adjacent woodwork. The water and
drain hoses were then hooked up and
the dryer placed on top of the washer.
Eight-foot hot- and cold-water hoses
and a 5-foot drain hose are provided
with the washer. For this installation,

[4] A section of the back wall was cut out to provide better access to the hot and cold faucets

and drain pipe. [5] The drain-pan kit was prepared before attaching to the floor. Here a fitting

is threaded into the edge of the pan and a hose connected using a clamp. The hose was routed
through a hole drilled in the floor and [6] tied into a gray-water drainpipe using a “Rube Goldberg”

method of connecting (plenty of sealant).

[7] Four protective screws — used for transporting the washer — were removed during unpacking using a socket wrench. [8] When loose, the
long screws are simply pulled out and discarded. [9] The holes are closed off using plastic plugs that just snap in place.

access to the hot- and cold-water faucets was pretty tight;
to facilitate easy access to these valves, we cut an opening in
an adjacent cabinet and added a piece of Plexiglas to cover
the hole but still give us a view of the connections.

The final step, configuring the closet door, proved to
be a lot more problematic than predicted. That's because

after modifying the closet, the original door was too small.
Another factor was providing adequate ventilation when
using the machines. Most RVs are fitted with louvered
doors when the washer/dryer-prep option is elected.

In this case, the door was solid and installing custom
louvered doors would have boosted the project cost sub-

Photos: Bob Livingston
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STACKING LAUNDRY CENTER

stantially. To solve both issues, we had
a local cabinet shop cut a matching
piece of wood to serve as a single
door. Hinges were added and a sealer
and lacquer were used to protect and
enhance the wood surface. The only
caveat is the need to keep the door
ajar when using the washer and dryer,
which proved to be no problem.

Installing a washer and dryer in
a closet that’s ready for the stacking
system is a pretty simple affair for
do-it-yourselfers. If modifications
are needed, the process can be more
complicated and time-consuming,
as it was in our case; we devoted a
number of hours over two days. If the
motorhome was not prepped for a
washer and dryer, then the job is much
more difficult and should be left to the
professionals.

Unlike the older laundry systems
that shook the interior like a vibrating

bed in sleazy motels of yesteryear
(without having to add quarters), the
Splendide Laundry Center units are a
lot less invasive to your senses. You
can tell it's running, but the system is
relatively quiet and smooth, thanks to
a proprietary vibration-dampening and
noise-reduction system. An Automatic
Balance System detects an out-of-
balance situation, which causes the
motor to adjust speed or stop the
drum completely so that the load can
readjust as necessary.

A number of features packed into
the washer and dryer are similar to
those found in some of the better home
units. For example, there are 13 wash
cycles with specific instructions for
handling all clothes, from everyday
wear to delicates and towels and
sheets. The washer spins from 600 to
1,200 rPM, which provides cleaning ver-
satility, including a drain cycle for silk.

15 Y %n

18 5%

[13] Vent-pipe flange is lined with butyl tape before it is pushed through the hole in the wall [14].
Once in place, the vent is attached to the wall using stainless-steel screws. [15] Excess butyl tape
is carefully trimmed using a putty knife. Metal putty knives can easily scratch the gelcoat, so use
caution here. [16] Plastic shroud is used to cover the vent pipe and attached to the wall using
stainless-steel screws. This shroud can be painted to match exterior graphics. [17] Inside, a plate
is mounted on the wall around the vent pipe for a clean look. [18] A template is used to determine

the correct locations for the installation brackets.




12

Maximum load is 15 pounds, which is a
good amount of clothing and/or towels.
Bulk is also a consideration; we found
that one set of king-size sheets, for
example, makes one full load.

Wash time depends on the cycle,
but the washer can be set for 15
minutes for a few slightly soiled pieces
of clothing; 30 minutes for a smaller
load (up to around 6 pounds); or
whatever time is necessary to wash a
full load. We found that it takes about
103 minutes to handle a typical full
load (cycle No. 2, warm water and
1,200 rRPM to wring out really well).
Full-load washing times range from
114 to 135 minutes depending on
soiling and fabric. Everything comes

[10] Hot- and cold-water hoses are attached
to their respective locations in the back of the
washer before moving to the closet. Eight-foot
hoses are provided with the washer. The drain
pipe (not shown] is attached to the washer
from the factory. [11] Installation of the vent
requires finding a spot in the back wall that
will clear the dryer and other obstructions. A
small hole is drilled through the inside and
outside wall to locate the vent. [12] A 4-inch
hole is drilled through the outside wall using a
common hole saw. Don’t scrimp here; the use
of a cheap hole saw can easily result in a very
untidy installation.

out nicely because the rinse cycle is so
efficient. There’s even a delayed start
that can be programmed for up to 24
hours. The washer is Class A-rated
and has an Energy Star listing. Water
usage is between 7.5 to 16 gallons.

We were intrigued by the Splendide
Foam Removal system that measures
the amount of soap during the rinse
cycle and removes the excess to
protect the internal parts from being
damaged. That point led to our ex-
perimentation with the company’s
laundry detergent, which turned out
to be much better than expected. Not
only did it do a good job of cleaning
the clothing and towels, it controls the
suds. The auto foam removal will come

[19] After taping the template to the top of the washer, a hole punch is used to dimple the
locations for drilling pilot holes for the bracket screws. [20] A piece of electrical tape is used to
mark the depth of drill bit to prevent damaging the washer. Once the pilot holes are drilled, the
brackets are attached. These brackets [21] are used to position and stabilize the dryer when it's

placed on top of the washer.
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in handy for those who mistakenly use
too much detergent or a liquid product.

A self-cleaning, recirculating pump
eliminates the need to clean a filter; the
small amount of lint passes through the
pump. If you happen to forget to remove
items from pockets, like keys and coins,
they will be trapped in a pre-chamber
that is easy to access.

The dryer has an extra-wide front
door that leads to a 4-cubic-foot stain-
less-steel drum that provides enough
space around the load to promote
faster drying times without creasing
the contents. Maximum dryer capacity
is 13 pounds, so it’s best to limit the
amount of clothing in the washer to
match the rating of the dryer. A nice
feature is the air timer, which can be
set to fluff clothes and limit wrinkles
for easy ironing or dry at low heat. We
were impressed with how nicely the
clothes came out of the dryer, and
most were ready to wear. An Auto Dry
cycle stops the dryer automatically

[22] After the prep work is done, the washer
is placed in the plastic drain pan and sealant
is applied to the edge before attaching the
front lip. This makes it easier to slide the
washer into position without lifting, which can
be difficult in such a confined compartment.
[23] Front lip is secured with stainless-steel
screws. [24] Before the washer is pushed into
its final place in the closet, the water hoses,
drain pipe and power plug are connected.

when the load is dry. Both machines
feature a safety lock that prevents the
doors from being opened during inop-
portune times, and a self-diagnosis
system should anything go wrong.

Obviously, the convenience of an
onboard washer and dryer is best
served in a campground with hookups.
And while you might miss the camara-
derie of hanging out in a laundry room,
you won't miss lugging bundles of
clothing to those public machines, nor
the cost of using these facilities. @

Splendide Laundry Centers
800-356-0766, www.splendide.com

[25] Flexible ducting is attached to the vent pipe just before lifting the dryer into position. A large
hose clamp keeps the ducting in place. The other end is attached to the dryer before mounting on
the washer [26] using the installation brackets that were attached to the washer. [27] Washer and
dryer fit snugly into the modified compartment and can be concealed by the custom-made door.
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The Classic Kide

By Ann Eichenmuller

1991 BLUE BIRD WANDERLODGE

EQUIPPED WITH NEARLY EVERYTHING THE OWNER COULD HOPE FOR, THIS ICONIC COACH CONTINUES TO SHINE

Darrell Beaton gives a thumbs-up to his
turbocharged 450-horsepower 8V92A
Detroit Diesel engine.

This article is the second in a series looking at motorhomes that have stood the test of time.
They may have miles under their wheels, but they can still make dreams come true. Each
has earned the right to be called “the classic ride.”

hat do former President
Jimmy Carter, Johnny
Cash and King Hussein of
Jordan have in common with Darrell
Beaton, a retired pipefitter from
Michigan? All have been the proud
owners of a Blue Bird Wanderlodge.
This iconic Class A motorhome
has been a favorite of the rich
and famous from its inception in
the 1960s until its last production
in 2009, competing in the luxury
motorhome market against brands
such as Marathon and Newell.

Perhaps because of its timeless
design and its celebrity appeal,
owners have been slow to part with
these Blue Birds, making them

a sought-after commodity in the
preowned motorhome market.

“It took me three years to find
mine, looking on the internet every
day,” Beaton says, with the air of a
man who still can’t believe his good
luck.

When we first saw Beaton's
40-foot 1991 Wanderlodge at
a campground in Georgia, we
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From above left: The galley features solid-surface countertops complete with a built-in blender.
The large L-shaped sofa offers a feeling of spaciousness. Smartly placed mirrors in the bathroom

make the already ample space feel even larger.

assumed it had been freshly painted.
We were surprised to find that
everything — from the exterior paint
to the pristine penthouselike interior
— was completely original. Beaton
picked up this collector’s classic in
2013, with only 80,000 miles on the
450-horsepower turbocharged Detroit
Diesel engine, for the incredible price
of $50,000. Lucky, indeed.

There is no way to overstate the
quality workmanship that went into
the making of the Wanderlodge. Blue
Bird was the fourth-largest manu-
facturer of school buses in the United
States before its entrance into the
motorhome market. This background
in heavy-duty steel construction is one
key to the Wanderlodge’s success. With
a 20-gauge steel roof; 14-gauge steel
floor, roof bows, headers and stringers;
and 16-gauge steel side panels, this

motorhome is nearly indestructible.

In the rare case that anything should
need repair, most of the Wanderlodge's
parts are shared by Blue Bird’s bus
fleet, so they are relatively inexpensive
and readily available.

But while it may be built like a bus,
the Wanderlodge certainly does not
look like one. Its interior rivals any
new-production motorhome. When
Beaton’s unit was built, more than
200 options were available, including
floorplan choices, wood cabinetry,
flooring, lighting and counters,
so his Blue Bird has a distinctive,
custom look. The cockpit includes
cream leather, power seats and an
instrument panel that so closely
resembles an airplane that, as a pilot,
| felt right at home. One drawback
for some RV buyers might be the
lack of slideouts, but the layout of

Be aware that the wide-body (102-inch) Wanderlodge was not introduced until
1988. Wanderlodges from the early 1990s average between $65,000-$75,000,
though they can be found for as little as $40,000. Newer models (some including
slideouts) range from $85,000 for a late "90s unit to more than $300,000 for a

coach produced in the mid-2000s. The best place to start your search is one of the
Blue Bird-only sites like Vintage Birds (www.vintagebirds.com) or Bird Connection
(www.birdconnection.com/showroom) .

Stout construction materials include a 20-gauge steel roof, 14-gauge steel floor
and 16-gauge steel side panels. The original exterior paint continues to shine.
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this coach makes such optimal use

of every one of its 102 inches of width
that this was barely noticeable. The
Swedish-modern décor, evoked by the
white-birch woodwork with an ebony
inlay and recessed lighting, gives

the impression of space, as does the
open floorplan that centers on a large,
L-shaped sofa surround. The galley is
spacious and uncluttered, featuring
bar seating, an ivory solid-surface
Corian countertop with a double sink
and built-in blender, a two-burner
LP-gas stove, convection microwave
and a large Dometic refrigerator.

The bedroom on this model is
located in the rear and is accessed
through the unit’s single large
bathroom. This includes a spacious
heated-tile shower with glass doors
and a solid-surface vanity, and it is
separated from both the kitchen/
dining area and the bedroom with
heavy solid-wood sliding doors. The
bedroom includes a queen-size bed,




end tables and a wall of drawers,
shelves and closets for storage, in
addition to a built-in safe. There is
even a protection system that can be
activated from the bedroom, allowing
the owner to turn on exterior lights
around the motorhome as well as
sound an alarm.

The Wanderlodge isn't just pretty;
it's also well-equipped. Redundancy
is key to Blue Bird’s design. There
are dual 160-amp Delco alterna-
tors, dual-system independent air
brakes and even dual heating systems
— an LP-gas hydronic system,
which includes a heat exchanger
and electric forced air. The heated
basement, which has auto-locks on
all compartment doors, includes a
secondary refrigerator and a freezer.
The Wanderlodge is also equipped
with eight house batteries and a
15-kW Kubota AC generator. Finally,
for ease in setup, the unit has auto-
leveling jacks and a backup camera
with microphone.

Beaton, a veteran RVer who
has owned seven other Class A’s
over 30-plus years, has yet to find
something about this coach that he
doesn’t like. “With all of my other
motorhomes, | had a wish list, things
| wanted to change. With the Wander-
lodge, there’s nothing.”

This is not to say that the
motorhome does not need a few minor
updates. One feature he liked was
that the TV rose remotely from within
the center console in the cockpit; un-

fortunately, it was still the original,
old-fashioned tube type. He has since
removed it and is in the process of
refitting the space with a new flat-
screen TV. The sound system is also
scheduled for an update. And while
the wall-to-wall carpet is still in good
condition, he would like to replace it
with a light hardwood flooring.

“That would be better for Georgia
Brown,” he says, referring to his
traveling companion, a chocolate
Labrador retriever.

As impressed as | was with
the Wanderlodge, | had to wonder
how it handled on the road. We all
remember the bumpy ride of our
elementary school bus; with all of its
refinements, was this Blue Bird any
different?

Beaton laughed. “You won't
believe this, but it floats. It has air
suspension, 10 air bags — you can’t
feel a thing.”

He added that the Wanderlodge
basically drives itself, and went on to
note that, with a dry weight of more
than 40,000 pounds, even passing
semitrailers has no effect. At the
same time, he has been pleased
with the unit’s acceleration. Recently
retired, Beaton has made the trip
between Florida and Michigan twice
since purchasing the motorhome,
doing some sightseeing in the
mountains en route. He found that the
Wanderlodge has plenty of power in
all types of terrain, and that it tows his
Jeep effortlessly.

It is easy to see why Beaton feels that
the Wanderlodge was worth the wait.

“l used to be like other RV
owners, always talking about my next
motorhome,” he said. “Not anymore.
I'll have this one until | die. There is
just nothing to upgrade to.”

A design that needs no improve-
ment — this is what makes the Blue
Bird Wanderlodge a classic ride. @

Do you, or someone you know, have a
classic motorhome that you'd like to see
featured in MotorHome magazine? If so,
email Ann Eichenmuller at aceichenm@
gmail.com with your suggestion and a brief
description. Please include “The Classic
Ride” in your subject line.

Need a
New RV
Roof ?

RV FlexArmor®
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Grime Be Gone

In the past | have had difficulty keeping the telescoping arms z
of my dinghy’s tow bar clean. Even though | periodically use a

degreaser and lubricant, road grime still builds up over time, i
making it hard to extend and retract the arms. After needing to

have the tow bar refurbished by the manufacturer, | now keep

the arms clean by covering them with the foam insulation used

on 1-inch hot-water pipes (the diameter may vary based on

the tow-bar model). To keep them in place | use straps made

of hook-and-loop fastener. | was able to make three sets of b
covers for less than $10. J e
Larry Stone | Woodland Park, Colorado

Cheers!

Cleaning the black holding tank can be difficult, especially on motorhomes
without a flushing system. I've found the best way to be certain our tank is
clean is to visually verify it is empty.

To do this, | use a sturdy plastic cup | modified to hold the toilet valve
open. | cut the bottom off the cup and drilled holes in the side just above
the level where the valve is when the cup is placed to hold the valve open.

With the valve open, | then dump a bucket of water down the trap while
connected to the RV park’s sewer connection. By using the cup to hold open the
toilet valve, | can look through the opening to ensure the tank is clean [the toilet
dumps directly into the black tank). This also allows me to dump a bucket of
water directly down the toilet opening, which further helps flush the tank.

Don Callahan | Fairbanks, Alaska

A Bigger Bin

My husband and | love our new Class B-plus 25-foot motorhome, but found
the 6-quart trash can for the galley’s built-in countertop garbage chute did
not meet our needs. To increase the trash capacity, my husband cut the top
3inches off the plastic trash can, and | placed a tall kitchen garbage bag
(13 gallons) through the trash can top and into the empty cabinet space
below. The top of the bag gets folded over the trash can, which is then set
in the counter opening, holding the bag in place.

We substantially increased our galley’s garbage capacity, utilizing the
difficult-to-access space in the back corner of the cabinet. And, instead of
discarding the cutoff bottom portion of the trash can, it fits nicely under the
vanity in the bathroom.

Debbie Robinson | Manasquan, New Jersey @

Have an Idea? quick Tips is looking for submissions. Please send your DIY ideas to: MotorHome Quick Tips, 2750
A Park View Ct., Ste. 240, Oxnard, CA 93036, or email letters@motorhomemagazine.com. Be sure to include any photos,
- illustrations or drawings. If your tip is selected for publication, you will receive $35. All payments require an FEIN or SSN.
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GREAT TV ON THE ROAD...\ b
WHENEVER & WHEREVER ! QU

FOR 3 MONTHS'*
with actlvatlon of DISH

= ® S
W User-Friendly DISH® Receiver Ao

Small Footprint is
Perfect for RV Living! With DISH® Pay-As-You-Go programming**:
« Pay only for the months you use

* Only DISH lets you watch your favorite

shows in HD
Wally™ DISH® HD Satellite Receiver #87758 Club SALE $109 Reg. $129 «No ch arge to start or stop
NEW EASY-TO-USE FEATURES! .
« Remote control works both inside and outside your RV monthly service
« Locate remote feature helps you locate remote at a touch 1 i
« Improved search functionality helps you find what you want to watch, fast! . NEW LOWER PRICE! Programmmg for
« Works with DISH Pay-As-You-Go programming and portable or installed satellite antennas as little as $3699 per month!

Hurry, offer expires July 31, 2016. Call Camping World at 1.888.875.1540 to activate your DISH programming!

*After 3 months you will be billed $15/mo unless you call to cancel. HBO® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. Offer ends August 3, 2016.

**Important Terms and Conditions: All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Monthly
fees and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. All charges, including monthly programming, pay-per-view and equipment upgrades, must be paid in advance; failure to pay by due date will lead
to service disconnection within 24 hours. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers. Offers subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements.

Taxes or reimbursement charges for state gross earnings taxes may apply. Additional restrictions may apply.

€3 CAMPINGWORLD  :sh

SuperCenters Nationwide | 1.888.875.1540 | CampingWorld.com AUTHORIZED RETAILER
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Easy Expansion

Let's Go Aero’s collapsible shelter connects to
the motorhome’s doors and provides protection
from the elements

By Kevin Livingston

any of us would like to believe that ) . . .
£ ACCESSORY Mw CIPPEdadprepped 07 S ses et e o oy
Cost: §429 nearly anything Mother Nature protected from the elements.
Time: 30 minutes tosses our way. But, as is often the case, the
Difficulty: 2/10 weather can throw a curve ball when we're At this point, the door/screen panel and the RV
getting ready to eat outside or lounge around  Connector can be applied to their respective ends. The door/

the RV site. Now there’s a unique product that mates a
portable canopy that attaches to the motorhome and provides
extra outdoor space that’s protected from the elements.

Let's Go Aero has developed a tentlike shelter, the
ArcRV Side Room, that turns into a portable extension when
tethered to its RV Connector. Attached to the motorhome,
the ArcRV Side Room becomes a completely sealed 6-by-
10-foot shelter (measured at the base] that offers almost 9
feet of headroom. The shelter is made of 2,000 mm coated
polyester and rip-stop nylon, which is very strong and
weather-resistant. The fabric, much like a tent, is held in
place with steel and fiberglass poles and a number of shock
cords with C-clips.

As simple a concept as this shelter seems to be,
reading the instructions is mandatory. If you don't, you'll
be reminded of how much “fun” it is to erect a tent that you
haven't used for years.

The process begins by connecting the lower portion of
the frame via the two G-labeled poles and setting up the
tapered structure. This is followed by adjusting the webbing
straps to match the taper and locking them in place between
the notch rivets. From here, continue working with every in-
tersecting pole except B, C1 and D, which will be used right
after the tent cover is installed.

screen is attached by way of zippers, which adds security
and stability. The RV Connector attaches to the rear framing
poles from inside using all of the integrated C-clips. Once it
is clipped into place, the straps are adjusted and the buckles
are applied where necessary.

The giant elastic 5-by-7-foot Stretch Sleeve is then
pulled over the lower edge of the motorhome. Apart from
driving in the included stakes for additional stability, that's it.

The ArcRV Side Room and RV Connector are made
of good materials and the build quality is excellent; as a
result, they command a hefty price tag of $429. The ArcRV,
which weighs 27 pounds and comes with a handy carry bag,
was originally designed for use on Sprinter-based Class B
motorhomes, and while there are patents pending for the
product and its intended use, the collapsible room can be
adapted for other RV types as well, so long as the height re-
quirements are met.

Having the ArcRV in place allowed us to extend our time
outdoors, whether to escape the harsh midday sun or to
block the wind during the evening. It's fantastic as a mobile
mud room, and is also a fun space for kids who prefer to
sleep outdoors. @

Let’s Go Aero, 877-464-2376, www.letsgoaero.com

[A] Assembling the ArcRV Side Room is like
erecting a tent, using poles and straps to form

the nylon structure. The process is less difficult

if time is made beforehand to read and follow the
assembly instructions. [B] Once the basic structure
is in place, the RV Connector kit is used to mate

the shelter to the motorhome. A stretch sleeve is
pulled over the entry steps for stability.
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Good Sam

Finance Center

Questions & Answers

Now is the time to purchase a new or used RV or refinance your existing RV loan. Check out some of
our frequently asked questions to see how the Good Sam Finance Center can get you out on the road!

Is refinancing at a good rate still possible? How do | know ’'m getting a good rate?

We offer a range of loan terms
from five to 20 years, depending
on the loan amount and age of
the RV. Our short term loans with
lower rates have become popular,
helping customers pay off their
loans more quickly.

Yes! Now may be a good time
to refinance your current RV
loan and lower your monthly
payments. And remember; our
loans have no pre-payment
penalties if you decide to pay
the loan off early.

Are your rates the same
for new and used
RV purchases?

Do you finance private party RV loans?

Yes! You can purchase a 2008 model year or newer rig from a
private party seller in your town or from across the country.
We'll pay off the seller, put the new registration in your name

|
and handle all necessary paperwork. jicOrrate-larsiticlsame

whether you purchase a new
or used rig from a dealer or a
private party seller across
town or across the country.

'm a Full-Timer. Can | get financing for my RV?

Yes! Good Sam Finance Center offers financing to purchase or
refinance the perfect RV to call home.

APRs* AS LOW AS

3.89% | 3.99% | 5,99%

on loan amounts of $50k+ on loan amounts of 525k to $49999 on loan amounts of 515k to $24,999

APR s fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Rates are accurate as of May 19, 2016.
See our website for current rates and terms, as well as financing for Full-Timers and loan amounts below $15,000

1-800-444-1476 GoodSamRVLoans.com/455]

mention priority code 455

RV Loans

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.

**Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days
after the loan is approved. APRs may vary with loan term. For a refinance request, RV must be 2006 model year or newer. For a purchase request, RV must be 2008 model year or newer. Maximum loan to
value is determined by the following: credit score and model year, with collateral value being established per NADA Used Wholesale Base Trade-in value. Maximum loan term may vary based on model
year, loan amount, loan type and lender guidelines. Example of a recreational use RV loan: A 7 year fixed-rate $55,000 loan. Based on an APR of 3.89%, this loan has 84 monthly payments of $749.00 each.

Good Sam Finance Center” provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West. NMLS ID #19116. Member FDIC.

©2016 Good Sam Finance Center. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. @
Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GRL50509 - 0516 EQUAL HOUSING LENDER



HANDS-ON | HOT LINE | COACH & POWERTRAIN

Sue Fordyce | New Lenox, ILlinois

We contacted a DISH representa-
tive at Pace International, a partner
of DISH, seeking compensation

for Fordyce, and we received the
following reply from the company:

We are working with DISH to have
the fees removed. Fordyce's account
was paused, not disconnected, and
that’s the reason she was charged.
The customer said she is going to give
DISH another chance and will call
Pace directly to make sure everything
is done correctly in the future.

Matt Catlin

Vice President of Sales and Marketing
Pace International

Rochester, Minnesota

Pre-authorization Pains
Upset after discovering he would not
receive a warranty reimbursement
for the new air conditioner installed
on his RV, a reader turned to Hot
Line for assistance.

66 | purchased my RV in May 2014.
In April 2015 a new Coleman 48000
series Airxcel air conditioner was
installed to replace the original unit.
Four months later, the new unit was
not working properly. On September

Price Hike? ;@

When an Illinois reader opened her mailbox to find bills
for pay-as-you-go satellite TV service that far exceeded
the advertised price, she asked us for help. She wrote:

Two years ago we bought a portable satellite TV antenna. We were
“ attracted to it because of the ease of setup and DISH's advertised pay-
as-you-go programming. After getting reasonable monthly bills, | suddenly
received bills for $69.99 and $92.55. This is not the pricing that was advertised.
Claims such as “Pay only for the months you use” and “No charge to start or
stop monthly service” rang false. We have since canceled this service, and
don’t feel we should have to pay the inflated fees.

8, | called Coleman to find a dealer or
repair service who would come to the
RV resort at which | was staying. | was
given several numbers for several
dealers, but no one | contacted would
come to the park.

A repair service finally agreed
to check out the unit, and found
that it was low on coolant. We made
the decision to install a new unit on
September 16 for a cost of $990.

Once | returned home, | contacted
Coleman to resolve this issue and
receive reimbursement for the cost of
the replacement of the unit. Coleman
refused to help with any of the
expense, stating that the work required
prior authorization.

Gerry Navarre | Sulphur, Louisiana

One of the most frequent subjects we
deal with at Hot Line is pre-authori-
zation for repairs under warranty. If a
warranty requires pre-authorization
before any work is completed, 99

times out of 100 a claim will be denied
because the process was not followed
correctly.

Airxcel wrote:

We are in receipt of Hot Line’s letter
concerning Gerry Navarre. Mr.
Navarre’s first call was to Jennie on
September 8 for phone numbers to
authorized service centers. She gave
him several options, and informed him
that the service center would need to
contact us for prior authorization.

On September 15, Jennie received
another call from Mr. Navarre, who
then wished to speak with a supervisor
[mel. | gave him more options and told
him if anyone on our list was unable
to assist him in a timely manner, he
was more than welcome to use an
unauthorized servicer, but told him
the person he found would need to call
us for prior authorization and to work
out the payment details. The only cost
Navarre would have to cover was the
service call to his location.

The next time we received any no-
tification from him was on September
22, when he called to get reimbursed
for a replacement air conditioner that
he took upon himself to have installed,
ignoring our earlier conversations.

| apologized to him for the dif-
ficulties he was having with the air
conditioner; however, by choosing to
replace his air conditioner without our
involvement, he voided his warranty
and we could not reimburse him for
the expenses incurred.

Janet Savoy

Customer Service Manager

RV Products, a division of Airxcel Inc.
Wichita, Kansas @

Hot Line assists in mediating conflicts between consumers and RV dealers and manufactur-
ers, accessories suppliers and service providers. After exhausting all other resources, send
typed letters to MotorHome Hot Line, 2750 Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard, CA 93036
and enclose copies of appropriate bills and correspondence, plus a self-addressed, stamped
envelope. Selected letters will be edited and published unless otherwise requested.
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How Does Harbor Freight
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools
at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions
of dollars in our own
state-of-the-art quality test
labs and millions more in
our factories, so our tools
will go toe-to-toe with the
top professional brands.
And we can sell them for a
fraction of the price because
we cut out the middle man
and pass the savings on to
you. It’s just that simple!
Come visit one of our

650+ Stores Nationwide.
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TECH SAVVY

COACH & POWERTRAIN

By Ken Freund

Crashworthiness

We've been looking to purchase a motorhome,

but are not sure which class yet. | have been
unable to find any government crash testing
of motorhomes and between manufactur-
ers. My assumption would be that Class B and Class C
motorhomes would be safer because of the crumple
zones and air bags in the cab structure.
Michael Hersey | Via email

A Motorhomes are exempt from testing. Heavy and
large vehicles are at a great advantage in collisions
with smaller vehicles thanks to the laws of physics.
However, not all Class A motorhomes would fare the
same in various types of crashes, nor would all Class B
or C motorhomes. Large diesel motorhomes built on a
truck chassis with a conventional truck-style cab that

have the engine in front are likely to provide the most
occupant protection, followed by large diesel pushers.
Air bags can certainly help in frontal crashes, but so can

tons of steel, which

can prevent intrusion

from other vehicles

or objects into the cab

area. Of course, seat

and shoulder belts up == Q»

the safety factor as

well. The extra mass a Class C has behind the cab might
help in a glancing impact with another vehicle compared
to a lighter Class B with the same cab. However, the
extra mass of the C would not be an advantage if both the
Class B and C with the same cabs impacted an identical
immovable object such as a big tree at the same speed
and angle.

Rollover crashes really depend on the strength of
the structure. Rear-enders usually don’t seriously injure
belted-in motorhome occupants. So as you can see, it
really depends on what kind of crash you are in, as well
as the type and construction of the motorhome.

Starting Engines in Storage

| have a question that has

bothered me for years. We
have a 2006 Winnebago Navion on a
Sprinter chassis with a Mercedes-
Benz five-cylinder diesel engine.
It's kept inside, and we don’t drive
it in winter from November through
April. Should the engine be started at
all during that time, or not at all?
Jerry Moore | Hudson, Michigan

This is a question that is certain

to stir up debate. Some owners
start their engines occasionally,
typically monthly, and say they have
good results. Others don't start them,
and say they have good results.

| prefer to put fuel stabilizer in

the tank and run it so it gets into the
filters and injectors. Then prior to
shutdown | like to spray some marine
fogging oil into the air intake (after
the air filter) to protect the cylinder
walls from rust. | then leave it as is
for the winter without starting it. |

also recommend that the oil and filter
be changed before going into storage,
so that there’s less chance for sludge to
form and for acids in the old oil eating
away at the engine’s innards. Old oil
may also contain moisture, which can
form rust inside the engine. When you
start an engine, the cold combustion
forms moisture, which fouls the oil

and condenses in the exhaust system
to form a mild acid, which eats away
the metal. If you choose to start the
engine, you should drive it and get it
fully warmed up, rather than just letting
it idle for a few minutes.

Humming Jayco

We have a 2015 Jayco Precept

31UL. Jayco placed the AC power
converter under the bed on this unit.
The unit hums continuously, all night
long. Jayco’s fix was to have holes or
vents placed under the bed to reduce
the time the fan motor runs. But the
problem is that the unit hums even

when the fan is not running. On the
Jayco Owner’s Forum | have found
other people who have this problem.

A couple of the correspondents stated
that the problem is a “faulty transfer
switch solenoid relay.” Others, including
myself, were told by RV service centers
that the hum is normal. Can you provide
any insight into this situation? If | had
been allowed to spend one night in this
motorhome before purchase, | would
not have bought it.

Joseph Fischer | Via email

I'm a light sleeper, and a noise like

this would bug me too. Some sleep
like a log, and this is probably what
Jayco was hoping for when choosing this
location. | don't think you have a faulty
transfer switch solenoid relay. Many
power converters contain a transformer
that operates on 120-volt AC power at 60
Hz, and by their nature they buzz at this
frequency. This is also related to price:
A lower-quality converter will probably
make more noise than a higher-quality
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unit. You can’t change that — unless
you make a scientific breakthrough.

So what can you do? Surrounding it
with sound-deadening material would
insulate it, but you don’t want to do that
because it will overheat. So, the best
thing to do is move it. Have an electri-
cian remount it in a place where it's
fairly close to the power panel, but far
enough from sleeping areas to avoid this
noise problem in the future. Depending
on the type of converter you have, you
could also consider replacing it with

a better-quality converter with the
so-called “smart charging” feature that
we frequently refer to on these pages.
Your battery(ies) will thank you!

Freshening the Water System
Last year | bought a Winnebago
Minnie Winnie Class C motorhome.

My only problem is that | can’t get the

smell out of the plumbing system.

| thoroughly sanitized it, had it

winterized, sanitized it again, used a

deodorant for the freshwater tank, etc.,

and it still has an odor. It was most
prominent from the water heater. But if
| haven’t used a faucet for a while, such
as in the kitchen, even the cold water
has that awful smell. Any suggestions?

Darlene Nelson | Spokane, Washington

From your description, it seems

like the hot water may be the
culprit. First, consider your water
source, particularly if it is well water.
Water with high sulfur content can
cause this problem. A change of
the water source will often cure the
problem. Otherwise, drain the tank
into a large bucket. Check the anode
rod in the hot-water tank [if equipped)
because it's probably just about gone.
Replace if necessary. Add chlorine
bleach to the freshwater tank, using
about 1 cup per 40-gallon capacity.
Using the onboard water pump, run
this mixture through the water system,
including the faucets and water heater.
Let it sit overnight to sanitize the tank.
Drain the tank and refill with fresh
water. Add a cup of baking soda by
mixing it in a bucket and pouring it into

the tank. Run this mixture through the
system as before, making sure you
open each faucet to flush the bleach
water from the system. This should
freshen things up, and you can then
drain the baking soda water and refill
with fresh water. You can also leave
the baking soda water in place because
it's harmless and will be diluted as you
add more water to the tank.

Leveling Jack Care
| have a 2012 Thor Challenger
37KT Class A motorhome. What is
recommended for cleaning and lubri-
cating the motorhome’s leveling jacks?
0.D. Dearman | Eatonton, Georgia

You didn’'t mention what brand you

have, but HWH has a free Adobe
PDF file online (http://www.hwhcorp.
com/ml47149.pdf) that discusses the
company’s recommendations. In part
it reads: “If the jack is extended, use
soap and water or WD-40 on the jack
rod then wipe the rod dry with a clean
cloth. Do not use a dirty rag to wipe the
jack rod or do not wipe the jack rod if it
is coated with dirt. This could scratch
and damage the rod. Make sure to
use water or WD-40 to loosen any dirt
before wiping the jack rod.”

Modifying a Camera
We have a 2016 Winnebago Trend
with a rearview camera mount on
the mirror. Can it be adapted to be a
dash camera and rearview monitor? It
would need enough memory to keep at
least six hours of replay.
Daniel Lefebvre | Toronto, Canada

I'd say the short answer is no. But

| checked with Winnebago tech
services and got contact information
for the company that provides the video
equipment you mention. It is River
Park Distributing, which has a toll-free
number, 800-442-7717. You could call
the company and perhaps find out if
an adapter harness is available, which
would allow a second video signal. Most
dash cams have their own internal

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

RS# ADVERTISER PAGE #
121 Avion Vans.......cccevenneneeneenninens 8
107 BrakeBuddy
101 Brazel's RV Performance............. 56
Camping World.......ccccoveunneee. 39-41
102 Carefree of Colorado .........c.......... 11
Classifieds ...ocovveenreerneeerneins 71-73
103 Crossing Creeks RV Resort............ 5
104 Custom Glass Solutions ...
129 DISH Network ......cccoeeeeeerreerreeeeens
105 Dave & LJ RV Interiors.......c..c....... 10
106 GEICO .eoeveereeeereeereeieeiseee e 19
Good Sam Extended
Service Plan. ..., 26
Good Sam RV Loans ..o 63
Good Sam Roadside
ASSIStANCE. ..o 69
Good Sam Visa......cocovrevrineineinnne 34
Harbor Freight Tools........ccccuuune. 65
108 Innovations Housing........cccc.eeenn. 5
109 Jayco/Entegra Coach............. 30-31
KCC LLC.oouoveeeeeeeeeeeeeesrieeiis 73
110 Newell Coach Corporation.......... 78
111 Newmar Corporation........c.cccueeeee. 1
112 Nexus RV ..o 25
113 Pala Casino Spa & Resort............ 15
Phoenix USA INC. ..ovvereerreererces 2
114 Progressive Insurance
115 RV Armor, INC...ocveeveeeeerceeeeeeceeeienne
RV Marketplace.......ccccoverrerrnrnnns 70
126 RV One Superstores Inc............... 47
116 RV Roofing Solutions..........c......... 54
127 RV World of Nokomis ................... 45
117 RVRoof.com .
128 Riverside Resort & Casino........... 76
119 SMI Manufacturing .........cceeene. 38
118 Safe-T-PlUS.....coovermrerrrererernriis 18
124 Splendide, Division
Westland Sales.....ccocovrerereererennn. 10
120 Super Springs
122 Thetford Corporation ........c.......... 77
123 Vogt RV Center .......cccccocoeevvernnnne. 68
125 Winnebago Industries.................. 17

While every effort is made to maintain accuracy and completeness,
last-minute changes may occasionally result in omissions or errors.

August 2016 MotorHome 67



DON'T MISS
OUR 2016
CLOSEQUT DEALS!

nuslrnam Tuurmn Coaches

COACH & POWERTRAIN

memory for recording the video, so |
doubt this is feasible. The good news is
dash cams are plentiful — and cheap.

Freightliner Brake-Drum Concern
| am concerned with the front axle
hub and drum assembly on my

2016 Cascadia coach on a Freightliner

chassis. To me it isn’t safe, as the holes

in the brake drum are bigger than the
wheel studs. Freightliner says it is safe
because the four shoulders on the hub
center the drum, and with 650 FT-LB of
torque on each lug, nothing will move.

| think you can get to higher-up safety

authorities than me. Can you check this

out with some sort of safety council?

It's this way on all three axles.

Ernest Lindgren | Dixon, Arizona

This design has been working

well for a very long time and has
proven itself in millions — probably
billions — of miles traveled with heavy
motorhomes and commercial vehicles
all over the world. Therefore, if you have
not experienced any sort of problem
related to this design, as the old saying
goes: “Let sleeping dogs lie.” You

actually have as much pull with safety
authorities as | do, or more, because
you own the vehicle in question. So

if you are still determined to say
something, go online to www-odi.nhtsa.
dot.gov/recalls/recallprocess.cfm. Here
you can learn how to report a safety
concern and file it. This, however, is not
a safety concern, so it probably won't go
far with the authorities.

Frosty Fridge Finale?

In response to Thomas McCall's Frosty
Fridge question in the May issue, |

can recommend a real fix. We have a
Newmar Class A with a Dometic re-
frigerator that would frost up so bad

in 10 days that it wouldn’t cool below

45 degrees Fahrenheit on the highest
setting, so we had to defrost (daylong
project) on a weekly basis. In November
2014 | ordered a Fridge-Fix from Smart
RV Products (www.smartrvproducts.
com). It took me 10 minutes to install (so
simple), and there’s no more frost. Not
only have we not defrosted the fridge in
a year and a half, we had to turn it down
to keep it from freezing the contents —
and now the things on (continued on page 73)

Save Money: Clean Those Expensive Polishing Pads

Motorhome owners know that well-cared-

for tools last longer. Polishing and buffing

pads are no exception. Shurhold Industries

offers a pair of products to clean and

rejuvenate these pads. To keep pads in top

shape, it's a good idea to pause periodically

while working to clean them. Shurhold’s

ergonomically shaped Pad Cleaning &

Utility Brush is designed for this purpose. -

Its stiff, durable bristles remove excess wax and polishing compound, leaving
the pad fluffed and ready to be put back to use, according to the company. The
Pad Cleaning & Utility Brush is also designed to clean upholstery, mats, vinyl
and canvas, and has a spot scrubber built onto the handle.

When the job is finished, it's time to wash the pads. Once mixed with
water, Serious Pad Cleaner breaks down polishes and waxes that are
embedded in the fibers. This concentrated citrus cleaner is environmentally
friendly and biodegradable. After soaking in Serious Pad Cleaner for 15-30
minutes, lightly soiled pads are ready to be rinsed and dried. For those with
thick, heavy clumps, a quick brushing with the mixture will bring them back
to life. Serious Pad Cleaner works on wool, cotton, foam, microfiber and
blended materials. Shurhold’s Serious Pad Cleaner is $14.98 for a 12-ounce
tub and the Pad Cleaning & Utility Brush is $4.98.

Full-line Dealer!

VOGT

RV CENTERS

Rirstream - Allegro - Jayco
Tiffin - Leisure Travel Vans
Midwest Automotive & More!

VOGTRU.COM
817-831-4222

Vogt RV Center, Circle 123 on Reader Service Card

800-962-6241, www.shurhold.com/rv.
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Roadside Assistance

JOIN NOW & GET 20 BONUS CASH!

Protect your whole family with 24/7 roadside assistance
and unlimited distance towing to the nearest service station!

+ $20 Bonus

Cash!

0
AUTO + RV STANDARD

e Covers your owned RV, autos,
motorcycles and boat trailers

® Spouse and dependent
children included—no
extra fees

e Coverage in the U.S.,
Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico
& the U.S. Virgin Islands

ONLY

51149

+ $20 Bonus
Cash!

L To) o= IQ-Q'
AUTO + RV PLATINUM

¢ All the coverage of the
Standard plan

 Additional coverage for sports
trailers and utility trailers

® Access fo certified RV
technicians through the RV Tech
Assistance Helpline

¢ Hotel and car rental discounts

ONLY

5695

+ $20 Bonus
Cash!

R
.o-o‘
AUTO PLATINUM

e Covers all your owned autos
and motorcycles

e Spouse and dependent children
included—no
extra fees

® Betfer coverage, towing &
service than competitive plans!

Sign up NOW and save! LIMITED-TIME OFFER expires July 31, 2016!

Call: 800-314-3510 Click: GoodSamRoadside.com

*Introductory offer for Good Sam Members who are first-time buyers only. $20 Bonus Cash provided as merchandise certificate, valid at Camping World SuperCenters. Motor club benefits and services provided by Americas Road & Travel Club, Inc. for Members residing in
Alaska, Alabama, Utah and Virginia; and by Affinity Road & Travel Club, LLC for Members residing in all other States. Note: All program benefits and services are subject to limitations set forth in the current Member Benefit Brochures and will be sent to you upon approval
of your membership. ©2016 Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC's trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.
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RV MARKETPLACE

MOTOR SNORKEL.

THEWORLD'S
=10 CONVERT ANY -
~ PORTABLE GASOLINE GENERATOR
&NTU A TRI-FUEL GENERATOR-

.......

I TRl-FUEL CONVERTED
" VAMAHA EF20001S CENERATOR

W ATTACHED PROPANE TANK

e only kit ou ek

TRI-FUEL POWER.
PROPANE. NATURAL GAS. GASOLINE.

YOUR FUEL YOUR CHOICE.

MOTORSNORKEL.COM
877-568-4491

ireTraker
ire Pressure Monitoring Systems %

TT-500
The Most Innovative
TPMS On The Market
Today With A
“Lifetime Warranty"

+ Pressure & Temperature Monitoring
+ USB Rechargeable Monitor
» Monitors Up To 22 Tires (0-232psi)
+ 0.5 oz. Sensors - Lightest on Market
+ User Replaceable Sensor Batteries
+ Visual & Audible Alarms
» Automatic Update Feature

4 Sensor Systems

With Lifetime Warranty

$289.00

Additional Sensors ~ 535.00 ea.

{&ERR ANTY
—

For information on Marketplace Advertising rates contact Terry Thompson at 206-310-6234

A NEW
CHOICE

manufacturir

nile to your face as you
igeration on your travels

Qur goal is t
enjoy wonderft

reration.com
turylink.net

RUBBER PRODUCTS

OVER 100 RV
EXTRUSIONS
AVAILABLE

- —

AhbhS »

P — e

»
Oy

Call for your
FREE RV Catalog

800-650-5137

www.steelerubber.com

| NO EXTENSIONS
NO LEAKS

EASY TO AIR UP

FOR DUALLY

PICK-UP & MOTORHOMES
REPLAGEMENT VALVE STEMS

s s s s o
BRASS

5110‘!!? gy

'ﬂm Srow / Seada vk

duallyvalve.com
800-300-2674

NEVER WAXAGAIN

Easy 2-step process. Wipe
on, let dry. Looks like new,
lasts over 12 months.

T PR o
Eirr?g or'bu?ﬂr:g. GURRN
s E E our video demo on our website!
Iﬂ roducts.com
00-922-5013

The Finest/Toughest Bikecover
Built To Beat The Weather

* Made of 600D Canvas
e Call for Colors Available
¢ 3 Sizes Available
¢ Made in the USA

USARoadbaq.com
(208) 660-6351

ENGINE OIL DRAIN VALVE

Makes your 0|I change easy and clean!

For

-RVs
-Generators
-Water drain
-Trucks

" 844-533-1159
www.OilDrainValve.net
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To advertise in the Classifieds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

LEAKY ROOF? Liquid Roof® goes on like paint --
cures to a sealed EPDM rubber membrane. UV &
Ozone resistant -- good to 300° F. 5-year warranty.
800-467-7135 www.AdvancedRubberCoatings.com

Hard To Find RV Wipers-2 Screw Bayonet Mount
Available in 26" & 28" Call 855-LUBEUDO or
Order Online at www.LubeUDo.com

Don't Overpay ~ Do it yourself and SAVE!

MOTORHOME MOTORCYCLE CARRIER
all aluminum loader, 12 volt system removes
in 90 secs. $2,695 plus cargo deck platform
or carrier. mountainmaster.net 623-451-7121

Diagnosed with Prostate Cancer?

This is the BEST first book you should read.
A complete workbook where all your options
are addressed. Visit us: on Amazon or
directly: www.prostatecancerworkbook.com

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE

CAMPGROUND MEMBERSHIP OUTLET-SINCE 1931
To buy 800-272-0401

To sell 800-952-0401

Any Membership-Nationwide. Best prices ever.

For Sale - Lifetime paid up LDMA membership
to gold bearing campgrounds in many states

for $200.00. Includes free parking.

Call Patsy at 409-457-3543

HOMES FOR SALE

#1 RATED RV RESORTS - S. Texas
Retama Village & Bentsen Palm Village
RV Lots $20s, RV Casitas $120s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

TOP RATED RESORT - S. Texas

Retama Village - Supersites $50s.
RV Casitas $120s RV Port Homes $170s.
956-380-6500 www.bentsenpalm.com

Bella Terra announces the finest RV port-homes in
America. Home & lot begins at $249,000. Come see
using our 4 day/3 night $99 Stay & Play at Bella
Terra or Stay in a Port-Home for $349 Get Details @
866-417-2416 OR ReunionPointe.com
Richard@ReunionPointe.com 321-223-9043

LILY LAKE GOLF RESORT - FROSTPROOF, FLA
e Manufactured Home Lots, RV Port Lots

e New Home/Lot Packages from the $120s
©1-863-635-3685. www.lilylake.com

RV Resort Home (Remodeled) with RV Lot
Full Hookups, Carports, 3 Sheds, Orlando, FL
Too many extras to list. Deeded Lots.
$155,000 Invested-Reduced $123,900.

Call Rich for Info & Pics 407-257-8558

LOTS FOR SALE

Pahrump, NV Sale. 90" X 60’ lot,

Chipmunk Retreat of Nevada, Inc. Over 55.

Full hookups. 250-square-foot laundry and

work shed. Owner carry. $22,000. 818-541-9337

MAIL FORWARDING

Good Sam Mail Service - Complete Mailbox
Mgmt Online! Access your postal mail 24/7

Req a scan for that urgent letter and its

contents. Unique physical address in FL.

No state income tax. Plans as low as $9/mo.
877-388-2753 @ www.goodsammailservice.com

AMERICAS MAILBOX Forwarding in SD/Low Rates
NO Wheel Tax/NO Sales/Income Tax/Save $$$
NO Safety Insp/4-Season Campground & Hotel
We Scan Your Mail/Insurance/Ext Warranties
www.AmericasMailbox.com/TL Call Us First!!

MotorHome ...

MOTORHOMES FOR SALE

V

\®
W

RV CENTERS

-%wéuw gtazt; Z/ew./'
3 Locations in So. California! 800-961-4464
San Marcos-0ff Hwy 78-Camping World
Accessory Store on Site.
Santee - Off Hwy 67 @ Riverford
Palm Desert - Off I-10 @ Washington St.
Over 300 Motorhomes & Towables!
HOLLANDRVCENTERS.COM

MOTORHOMES WANTED

SR NOW

FAST CASH
For2002-2015 Gas Or
ch'»d Motor Homes

vickup with no hassles

1-800-607-9754

RVBUYERS

L Ryspy

$ RV BUYERS OF AMERICA $
WE BUY YEAR 2003 & NEWER DIESEL
& GAS ¢ FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP
TOLL FREE 1-888-782-8987
www.rvbuyersusa.com
WE WILL BEAT ANY DEALER PRICE

WANTGED:

2003 & Newer Gas or Diesel
“A“B” or “C” Motorhomes

INSTANT CASH
NATIONWIDE PICK-UP

ey Contact Bruno at

[ 474 (844) 990-2400

August 2016 MotorHome 71




CLASSIFIEDS

To advertise in the Classifieds contact Katey Purgatorio, call 847-229-6756 or email katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

WE BUY LATE MODEL MOTORHOMES
- INSTANT CASH
- NATIONWIDE PICKUP
CALL JOE:
831-458-6166

FAST CASH FOR
2002-2015 GAS OR
DIESEL MOTOR HOMES e

888-783-4009

FREE PICKUP

HOTOR ONE FINERS

MotorHomeFinders.com

CENTERS

VOGT RV NEEDS YOUR MOTORHOME
We need clean, late model motorhomes
Buy - Sell - Trade - Consign

vogtrv.com - (817) 831-4222

WANTED USED DIESELS
SPECIALIZING IN NEWMARS
NATIONWIDE PICKUP

(602) 421-3870

1 BUY MOTORHOMES

CALL RALPH...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.

I'll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 321-332-8410

NORTHEAST MOTORHOME WHOLESALER
Cash for your late model gas or

diesel motorhome. Will buy nationwide.

Toll free 866-803-6787 www.futuresrv.com

NATIONWIDE RV BUYER

Searching for Pre-Owned RVs

Call 303.717.0880 or topbuyer@rvbuyerswest.com
www.rvbuyerswest.com

$ CASH $ TOP DOLLAR PAID for late-model motorhomes.

All makes and models.No hassles.
For instant cash call Keith Roy
(toll-free) at 1-888-227-4078, PEDATA RV CENTER.

| BUY MOTORHOMES

CALL KIRK...Regardless of your payoff!
Get Paid in LESS than 48 hours.

I'll come to you...ANYTIME-ANYWHERE!!
NATIONWIDE 210-363-1141

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES FOR SALE

RV7.

BUY OR SELL RVS ONLINE! RVT.com ®
Reach Millions of RV Buyers with a FREE AD.
70,000+ RVs for Sale - By Owner and Dealer Listings.
www.RVT.com or 1-877-705-0025

RV REGISTRY

WWW.rvregistry.com

Motorhomes, Trailers & Fifth Wheels
For Sale by Owners

No Sales Commissions
Buyers/Sellers  800-546-8457

RV FINANCING

THE ORIGINAL RV FINANCING ONLINE

1998 AND NEWER RVs ALL TYPES
www.RVFINANCING.COM, www.RVWarranty.com
CALL NOW-toll free 888-929-4424

RV MAINTENENCE

RV WHEEL-ALIGNMENT/BRAKES/FRONT END REP
Alignment: $120 Class C/ $155 Class A
Brake Job $30 off, Torrance, CA 90501
Torrance Auto Repair Tel: 310-533-1771

RV RESORT LOT RENTALS

R
MNDIO

THE ULTIMATE MOTOR COACH RESORT*

OUTDOOR RESORT INDIO is a beautiful Class A
Resort located near sunny Palm Springs, CA.
This active luxury adult resort features

free golf, tennis, pickle ball, fitness ctr &

much mare. The Ultimate Motor Coach
Experience in the Palm Springs area.
www.orindio.com 1-800-892-2992

RV SPACES FOR RENT

LARGE RV SPACES 55+, Bellflower, CA
POOL, CLUBHOUSE, ACTIVITIES, WIFI
Website: rosewoodland.com/mhp
Rosewoodrvpark@gmail.com 562-867-3227

SERVICES

Register your vehicle in Montana,
Avoid sales tax and
high licensing fees.
Call to speak to a licensed MT
attorney about forming a LLC.

Heggen Law Office, P.C.
Sty HeggenLawOffice.com
Serving clients since
- 1967~ (888)777-5032
PAY NO SALES TAX
IIC ON ANY VEHICLE!

Lowest rates in the 50 states
Secure online login - mobile access

877.913.5100 lictic.com
OBI
$OPe
GLASS
NATIONWIDE WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT SERVICE
Insurance claim specialists, OEM Glass

All makes and models, National warranty
$100 off MobileRVGlass.com 855-778-4527

$49

MONTANA
REGISTERED
AGENT LLC

$800 for a 1 day MT LLC and RV Registration
All fees incl. Plates in your hands in 3 days.
www.49dollarmontanaregisteredagent.com

Call for more info 406-552-0004.

Let us help you BUY YOUR RV ... TAX FREE!
We guarantee BEST service and price
Receive $100 Gas Card & FREE Mail Fwding
Call 888.430.3388 www.MontanaRV.net

ACTION SERVICES, LLC

Consult a Licensed Montana Attorney

No Sales Tax in MT -- Low License Fees
Financing & Insurance -- For Professional Service
Call 800-481-0013 www.actionservices-mt.com
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TAX FREE RV -- YOUR TAX SAVINGS EXPERTS
The best RV tax package in Montana. Save
Thousands! Call now to speak to a specialist.
888-441-5741--www.taxfreerv.com

PAY NO SALES TAX

Get the Facts, not the Hype

Speak to an Attorney, not a Salesman

Three Montana Attorneys on Staff

Bennett Law Office, P.C., Missoula, MT
www.bennettlawofficepc.com 866-543-5803

#1 IN SALES TAX SAVINGS

PAY NO SALES TAX! We have helped 1000's save
over the past 20 yrs. Call & talk to a CPA for
professional, friendly service! www.rvtax.com
Mountain States Consulting 800-565-4504

Guided RV Tours & Rallies

Lower 48 AlaskaeCanada®Mexicoe Overseas
Free RV Vacation Catalog 844-712-1077 or
www.adventurecaravans.com

RV CARAVANS and RALLIES
Pre-Planned, Safe and Organized RV Tours
and Rallies for those who enjoy the journey.
FREE RV Travel Guide - Call 800-952-8496

CLASSIFIED RATES

Display Classified Advertising Rate

17ad B/W .o $395
27 ad B/W ..o $675
Add $75 for color.

Frequency discounts apply.

How To Place An Ad

Submit ad copy by mail, email or fax.
Please include your name, address and
phone number. Mail: Send with payment
(check; money order; VISA, MC, Discover
or American Express number, signature
and expiration date) to:

MotorHome Classifieds

Attention: Katey Purgatorio

3431 S. 257th Street

Kent, WA 98032
Questions: Phone 847-229-6756
Email: katey.purgatorio@goodsam.com

COACH & POWERTRAIN

(continued from page 68)

the bottom shelf are as cold as the top.
It's a miracle cure in our opinion, and |
would highly recommend this product
to McCall and others with similar
problems.

Vern Petersen | Lewistown, Montana

Contact our experts:

Email tech@motorhomemagazine.
com or write to MotorHome, 2750

Park View Court, Suite 240, Oxnard,

CA 93036 [please include your name,
city and state). Selected letters will be
answered in the magazine, but time does
not permit individual replies.

Thanks for writing, Vern, and sharing
your experience. We received several
letters recommending this product. It
should be helpful to other readers. @

LEGAL NOTICE

If You Own or Owned a Norcold 1200 Series, N6 Series, or
N8 Series Gas-Absorption Refrigerator or Cooling Unit,
You Could Get Benefits From a Class Action Settlement.

There is a proposed settlement in two class action lawsuits against Norcold, Inc., Thetford
Corporation, and The Dyson-Kissner-Moran Corporation (“Defendants”) concerning three
models of gas absorption refrigerators (1200, N6 and N8 series) for use in recreational vehicles
(“RVs”), such as motorhomes, travel trailers, and boats. Those persons included in the settlement
have legal rights and options and deadlines by which they must exercise them.

The United States District Court for the Central District of California authorized this Notice.
The Court will have a hearing at the Santa Ana courthouse on September 16, 2016 at 2:30 p.m. to
consider whether to approve the settlement so that the benefits may be paid.

What Are The Lawsuits About? The lawsuits claim that Defendants’ 1200, N6 and N8 series
gas-absorption refrigerators share a safety related defect in the cooling unit which, in certain
circumstances, causes the boiler tubes to corrode and leak flammable gas, exposing consumers
to the risk of fire. The lawsuits seek compensation for economic losses related to the purchase of
Norcold Gas Absorption Refrigerators or Cooling Units. The lawsuits do not allege class claims
for personal injury, wrongful death or damage to property other than the allegedly defective
Norcold Gas Absorption Refrigerators or Cooling Units themselves. Defendants deny any
wrongdoing and have denied all allegations in the Complaint and asserted many defenses. The
Court did not decide which side was right. Instead, the parties decided to settle the class claims.
Who Is Affected? Subject to certain limited exclusions, you are included in the settlement if you:
¢ Currently own, or formerly owned, a Norcold 1200 Series Gas Absorption Refrigerator
or Cooling Unit that was manufactured between January 1, 2002, and October 1, 2012;
OR,
¢ Currently own a Norcold N6 Series Gas Absorption Refrigerator or Cooling Unit, or N8
Series Gas Absorption Refrigerator or Cooling Unit, that was manufactured between
January 1, 2009, and December 31, 2013.
This settlement does not involve class claims for personal injury, wrongful death or damage to
property other than to the Norcold refrigerator they own, owned, or may own in the future. Such
claims are reserved.
What Does The Settlement Provide? The proposed settlement provides for an “all-in” Common
Fund totaling $36,000,000 to resolve all eligible class claims of 1200 Series, 800 Series and 600
Series gas absorption refrigerator owners and to fund all administrative and legal costs associated
with the proposed settlement. To receive a share of the Monetary Fund you must submit a
Claim Form by August 26, 2016. Payments will vary depending upon several factors, such as
the number of claims submitted and other adjustments and deductions in accordance with the
Allocation Plan described more fully in the detailed Notice and Claim Form available at www.
NorcoldClassAction.com. In addition, Defendants will provide, at Defendants’ sole expense,
a three-year extended warranty to class members who own N6 and N8 Series gas absorption
refrigerators manufactured between January 1, 2009 and December 31, 2013, for a cooling unit
that fails due to a leak.
What Are Your Options? Submit a Claim. If you don’t exclude yourself, you may submit a
Claim Form by August 26, 2016 to receive any benefits for which you are eligible. Do Nothing.
You will remain in the Class and will not be able to sue Defendants about the issues in the lawsuit,
but you may not receive certain benefits for which you may be eligible. Exclude Yourself. If you
do not want to be part of the settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 26, 2016. You
won’t be able to get any settlement benefits, but you keep the right to sue Defendants about
the class claims in the lawsuit. Object. You can object to all or part of the settlement by August
26, 2016, if you don’t exclude yourself. Enter Appearance. Enter an appearance through your
own lawyer at your own expense. Otherwise you will be represented by court-appointed Class
Counsel, Zimmerman Reed LLP.

A detailed Notice and Claim Form containing everything you need is available online at www.
NorcoldClassAction.com. You may also call 1-877-449-8550 to request a copy. The detailed
notice describes how to exclude yourself, submit a Claim Form and/or object to the proposed
settlement. We encourage you to read and review it in detail.

1-877-449-8550 WWW.NORCOLDCLASSACTION.COM

August 2016 MotorHome 73



THE ROAD AHEAD

#  Drooling in Detroit
(S |
R

By Alan Rider

If you're a car lover, the rolling car show
that is the Woodward Dream Cruise will
have you salivating

the open road (passion for a subject will do that). But there are some

C onfession time: | know | tend to go on a bit when extolling the virtues of

stretches of asphalt in particular that really do deserve to have their

praises sung.

You'll find these singled out for
special recognition by the folks at
America’s Byways (www.byways.
org). There are 150 of these byways,
the majority of which are two-lane
blacktops that wind through
landscapes of great natural beauty
(as an aside, if you ever find yourself
stumped by where to go on your next
motorhome trip, this website should
provide plenty of inspiration).

This month, however, | want to
tell you about what the organization
has dubbed an All-American Road, a
27-mile stretch of pavement that cuts
straight as an arrow through Detroit,
Michigan, and its suburbs. What it
lacks in scenery, it more than makes
up for in automotive history and, at this
time of the year, full-on spectacle.

I'm talking, of course, about
Woodward Avenue. A place where the
distinctly American art of automotive
cruising was born, thanks to cheap
gasoline and a post-war generation of
teens with nothing better to do than
drive up and down Detroit’s main drag
on a Saturday night.

That tradition lives on today in a little
thing they like to call the Woodward

Motor City Cruising ®
The Woodward Dream Cruise features classic
stump-pulling muscle cars and all types of
wheeled wonders, including single-person
custom rides.

Dream Cruise, an event where 40,000
collector cars, customs and hot rods are
brought out of mothballs to stretch their
legs on a 16-mile route in front of 1.5
million appreciative fans.

As far as what you're likely to see
rolling down Woodward, well, it might
be easier to tell you what you won't
see. Stand at the curb long enough and
I'm convinced you're likely to witness
just about every form of wheeled
conveyance known to man, from
muscle cars to motorized bar stools.

If this sounds like fun, | suggest
you get out your calendar and block
out Saturday, August 20, from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. And while the Woodward
Dream Cruise is technically a one-day
event, here’s my hot tip: The festivities
actually start up the Monday before the
big day with car shows, concerts and

more, so make a point of arriving at
least a couple of days early.

As for experiencing the main event,
don’t be surprised if you find yourself
forgetting minor matters like eating
once the action heats up. In fact, at the
peak of the Woodward Dream Cruise
| found it hard to take my eyes off the
street for fear I'd miss something really
interesting.

Most of the cars making their way
down the two curbside lanes reserved
for cruisers were born in the good ol’
U.S. of A, but foreign brands that run
the gamut from Rolls Royce to
Messerschmitt are not uncommon.
And it's precisely this seemingly
endless variety that gives the
Woodward Dream Cruise its appeal.

Perhaps the most surprising thing
about the event, which is considered
the largest one-day automotive ex-
travaganza in the world, is just how
family-friendly the whole thing is. The
local gendarmes crack down on driving
stunts like tire-smoking burnouts
and consumption of alcohol outside
licensed establishments to make sure
things stay safe for everyone.

All of which leads me to suggest
you slip into your comfiest pair of
walking shoes and stake out your place
on the curb. Because the Woodward
Dream Cruise is one of the most enter-
taining detours you'll ever find along
The Road Ahead. @

¢ .. at the peak of the Woodward Dream Cruise |
found it hard to take my eyes off the street for fear
I'd miss something really interesting.”’
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WHO WILL WIN?
YOU DECIDE.

& WMororHove '\
READERS CHOICE,

AWARDS '

Vote for your favorite RV products in MotorHome's Readers' Choice Awards.
Go to MotorHome.com/Readers-Choice today to voice your opinion.

VOTE TODAY!




Everything you need is within reach.

RIVERSIDE RESORT RV PARK
LAUGHLIN, NEVADA

We'e pleased to offer you the following special

Motor Home Magazine Weekly Rate.*

A GREAT

42\ $99 WEEKLY RATE

To Make Your Riverside RV Park Reservations

CALL 1.800.227.3849

*Excludes holidays and special event periods. Subject to availability. Two complimentary

111111111

Riverside Resort & Casino, Circle 128 on Reader Service Card



nq”a- Always working hard when
your family’s at play.
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going Places

From the RV Sanitaﬁon EXpeﬂ www.thetford.com
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Thetford Corporation, Circle 122 on Reader Service Card



The new face of Newell

_—heltes LI =

Launching Summer 2016

To start your journey, visit newellcoach.com or call 1-888-3NEWELL

Newell Coach Corporation, Circle 110 on Reader Service Card





